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City council 
candidates clash 
at final forum
Disagreements over 
debt, development and 
infrastructure dominate 
BY cHris Teale 
 The series of city council 
candidate forums ahead of 
Election Day on November 3 
came to a rousing climax on 
October 14, as the 11 candi-
dates clashed over issues of de-
velopment, tax and debt among 
other topics.
 Previous forums had been 
more subdued, but this one, 
hosted at the Lee Center and 
sponsored by both the Old 
Town Civic Association and 
the North Old Town Indepen-

dent Citizens’ Association with 
assistance from the Federation 
of Civic Associations, mixed 
things up.
 Each candidate had two 
green pieces of paper to in-
dicate to moderator Charlie 
Huettner that they wished to 
interject, either to agree or dis-
agree with a previous speaker, 
and the format produced some 
intriguing moments as candi-
dates took each other to task.
 City Councilor Justin Wilson 
(D) was especially keen to make 
use of his rebuttals, particularly 

Officials: Group to help 
city capitalize on new 
Maryland venture 
BY cHris Teale 
 Across the Potomac River in 
Maryland, National Harbor is 
set to grow even more with the 
opening of the MGM National 
Harbor casino, and Alexandria 
officials are looking to take 

advantage of what they say is a 
great opportunity for the city.
 Scheduled to open in the 
second half of 2016, the $1.3 
billion resort is set to also 
include a luxury hotel, res-
taurants, retail, a spa and a 
3,000-seat entertainment ven-
ue, adding to the burgeoning 
National Harbor landscape.

 With all this development 
to come, Visit Alexandria, the 
city’s tourism organization, is 
convening a task force to dis-
cuss the benefits and challenges 
of the new MGM facility as it 
relates to Alexandria. The group 
is in its early stages, but officials 

City establishes task force 
ahead of MGM opening

SEE mGm | 11
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I stand for You the Citizens & when elected I promise to work to:
* Listen to the Citizens’ Needs and Desires
* Lower Your Taxes!

* Increase Affordable Housing Across the City 
* Improve the Quality of Schools & Education

* Stop Any “Special Tax Zoning!”
* Support Appropriate Development 

Vote for ‘Van’ Van Fleet  It’s A Time for Change ~  
Let’s Take our City Back!

Images/mgm
The MGM National Harbor is set to open in the second half of 2016, and will include a hotel, retail, enter-
tainment venue, restaurants and a spa in addition to a casino.
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Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty

Good to know.TM  

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. *Savings are based on the discounts
received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s clients for using Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to
change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,  
Managing Broker at:  
703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Ask Us how to get  
up to $10,000 
in closing costs paid*

Move-In Ready Charming townhouse in popular in Loftridge 
boasting three bedrooms, two full and two half baths! Hardwoods 
on main level, updated baths, and fabulous deck. Clermont 
Elementary.

• 3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Granite Counters
• Walk-Out Rec Room
• Patio and Deck

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Huge Kitchen
• German Crystal Chandelier
• 2 Parking Spaces

IMpeccably MaIntaIned
Prepare to be wowed by this 
spacious, move-in ready 
townhouse located inside 
the Beltway with a private, 
fenced Georgetown brick 
courtyard! Seller has done 
everything for you! Entire 
house freshly painted, new 
carpet-upper & lower level.

captIvatIng vIews Lovely condo overlooking the Potomac 
River! One of the largest units in Porto Vecchio, this one offers 2 
master suites, a den, upgraded architectural details, and multi-
million dollar views! Featured as this week’s Home of the Week!

AlexAndriA  $1,200,000  Porto Vecchio

beautIfully updated, MetIculously MaIntaIned  
Perfectly situated just minutes from shopping, Future Silver 
Line Metro & Dulles IAP!  Boasts of new granite countertops &  
stainless appliances, renovated baths, and large deck!

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

herndon      $579,900                     West ox clUster

coMe see today! Beautiful, lush landscaping enhances 
this spacious, two level rambler in popular Mt. Vernon area. Extras 
include a wood burning fireplace, 2-car garage, MBR with luxury 
bath and huge walk-in closet, and nanny suite on lower level.

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Open Floorplan
• 2 Car Garage
• Corner Lot

AlexAndriA $769,900 MAson hill

coMMuteR connectIon! 1/4 mile to new McLean Silver 
Line Metro station, just off the Beltway. Fabulous price and value 
for a well-cared for home with new windows and updated systems.  
Keep in shape with modern workout facilities and summer swimming.

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Reserved Parking
• Tons of Amenities
• 690 Square Feet

  McleAn $254,700 GAtes of McleAn

buIlt to enteRtaIn! Large and spacious, split level home 
features separate outside entrances from rec room and family 
rooms to large, landscaped lot with patio area complete with 
in-ground pool. Come see this one today!

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Garage
• In-Ground Pool
• Landscaped Lot

    West sPrinGfield     $500,000    rollinG VAlley

• Renovated Kitchen
• Bamboo Wood Floors
• New HVAC
• New Windows and Front Door

lots of new 
You will love this brick home 
with updates throughout.  
The owner has made her 
sparkle from top to bottom.  
Two wood-burning fireplaces 
are an added bonus. Great 
location close to Ft. Belvoir, 
Old Town, metro, shopping 
and dining.

AnnAndAle $399,000 eVerGreen heiGhts

Fall into one  
of these homes  

in october 

• 2 Bedrooms +Den, 3 Baths
• Large Rooms
• Exquisite Details
• Gorgeous Views

  O
pen  Sunday!

  O
pen  Sunday!

why Rent? buy! Beautiful condo in a super location with gym, 
tennis courts, pool, picnic areas, secure storage, business center,  
secure building and assigned parking. Find warm hardwood floors, 
gourmet kitchen, a separate dining room and breakfast area.

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• New Paint & Carpet
• Hardwood Floors
• Walk-In Closets

  AlexAndriA $414,900 loftridGe

  ArlinGton  $265,000  the BrittAnyAlexAndriA  $346,900  PineWood lAke
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D e e p  C r e e k  V a c a t i o n s

Taylor-Made
D e e p  C r e e k  V a c a t i o n s  &  S a l e s

Lake Front, Lake View, & Ski In/Out Properties • Hot Tubs & Private Pools • Dog Friendly Homes 
www.deepcreekvacations.com • 1-866-351-1119

Deep Creek Lake, Maryland
Weekend getaways that feel like a world away.

Vacation Rental Homes & Real Estate Sales – Only 3 Hours from DC

Experience Fall in all its Glory

New Listing                  OLD TOWN

  1218 West Abingdon Drive
$625,000.

~ Patio, 3 wood-burning fireplaces,  
wood floors, as well as updated kitchen and  

3 full baths: Beautiful ! ~

~ One Traffic Light to DC ~ 
Walk to cafes, markets,  

restaurants and the riverfront 

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

Diann Hicks Carlson

Retail & Wholesale
To the Public

Please come visit our new showroom
4406 Wheeler Ave.  Alexandria, VA 22304

703-299-9000
www.conklyns.com

THe WeeKlY BriefinG

City stormwater program wins award

Alexandria employment program earns state honor

 Last month, the city’s Phase II 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) program was rec-
ognized by the Water Environ-
ment Federation’s National Mu-
nicipal Stormwater and Green 
Infrastructure Awards Program 
as a Gold-level community sys-
tem and a winner in the Innova-
tion category.
 The city’s Municipal Sepa-
rate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
stormwater program received 

high marks for promoting flex-
ible compliance in allowing de-
velopers to meet more stringent 
local requirements by either 
installing stormwater treatment 
practices or making a payment 
to the city’s Water Quality Im-
provement Fund; creating local 
public-private partnerships to 
protect the Chesapeake Bay; 
creating internal stakeholder 
groups to address water quality; 
dedicating funds to the city’s 

stormwater program needs; 
and applying an integrated ap-
proach to meeting stormwater 
and combined sewer require-
ments.
 The National Municipal 
Stormwater and Green Infra-
structure Awards Program is 
led by WEF through a coop-
erative agreement with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency.

- Chris Teale

 A city program that helps 
low-income families achieve fi-
nancial independence through 
employment was ranked No. 1 
in Virginia three times during 
fiscal 2015.
 The Alexandria Workforce 
Development Center’s Virginia 
Initiative for Employment Not 
Welfare program, under the 
auspices of the Virginia De-
partment of Social Services, 
provides employment-related 
services to city residents who re-
ceive Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families benefits.
 According to figures from 

VDSS, city VIEW participants 
earned the highest average wages 
of clients in January, May and 
June 2015, and the second high-
est in five additional months. 
Also during fiscal 2015, the 
program ranked in the top 5 per-
cent of all 120 localities for each 
month of the fiscal year and at-
tained ninth ranking in the state 
for the percentage of clients who 
retained employment for at least 
three months: 86 percent. 
 VIEW participants are pro-
vided with vocational counsel-
ing, job readiness training, job 
placement assistance and sup-

portive services to assist with job 
placement and retention. VIEW 
focuses on the participants’ 
strengths and provides services 
to help them overcome both job-
related and personal challenges,.
 “The VIEW program is one 
of many ways Alexandria sup-
ports families in need,” said 
Kate Garvey, director of com-
munity and human resources, 
in a statement. “VIEW helps 
promote individual dignity and 
workforce development, while 
reducing the need for public as-
sistance.”

- Chris Teale
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Send your Fall Colors photos to:

The Alexandria Times  
Photo Contest

Sponsored by

Send us a photo with this theme to win
2 tickets to a performance of  

the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.

October’s     
Theme:  

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

September 
photo  
SubmiSSion by 
richelle Aine 
A. torreS

Man shot, injured on Edison Street
 An adult male suffered 
non-life threatening injuries 
after he was shot in an “ex-
tremity” Tuesday night on 
Edison Street in Arlandria, 
police said.
 Officers responded to the 
report of an assault around 
9:30 p.m., and transported the 

victim to the hospital. His inju-
ries were not life-threatening, 
but Alexandria Police Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said he would be kept in 
hospital for observation.
 Nosal had no further de-
tails about the incident, and 
said that officers would begin 

talking to the victim shortly. 
She added that his coopera-
tion will be crucial to helping 
police apprehend a suspect.
 Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to call the police’s non-emer-
gency line at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

crime

Police investigating robbery on Pendleton Street
 Alexandria police are in-
vestigating a commercial 
robbery on the 800 block of 
Pendleton St. that took place 
Sunday afternoon.
 Police responded to the 

area at around 2:49 p.m., and 
arrived at the business to find 
that cash and cigarettes had 
been taken by two suspects.
 Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said one of the 

suspects brandished a gun 
during the robbery, but she 
had no further details on the 
incident. There were no inju-
ries.

- Chris Teale

Police investigate commercial robbery on South Van Dorn
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment responded Sunday 
to the report of a robbery of a 
business on the 500 block of 
S. Van Dorn St., and are look-
ing for one suspect.
 Cash was stolen from the 

business at around 1 p.m. by 
one person, who police said 
appears to have acted alone. 
Spokeswoman Crystal Nosal 
said the robber implied that 
they had a concealed weapon 
during the robbery, but did not 

brandish it openly.
 There were no injuries, 
and police had no further de-
tails about the suspect as of 
press time.

- Chris Teale

police BeaT
The following incidents occurred between October 14 and October 21.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

3 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts3

36 thefts 11 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

12 AssAULts

1 seXUAL 
OffeNse11vehiCLe

thefts 6 RObbeRies
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A l e x A n d r i A 

2 0 1 5  C i t y 
C o u n C i l

w o o d f o r C o u n C i l . C o m

It’s about policies, 
not politics.

( 7 0 3 ) 5 4 8 - 0 8 8 5  
w w w . a l e x s y m . o r g

$ 5  Y o u t h  •  $ 2 0 - 8 0  A d u l t

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2015 AT 8PM
RACHEL M. SCHLESINGER CONCERT HALL & ARTS CENTER

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2015 AT 3PM
GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC MEMORIAL

Police investigating robbery on Pendleton Street

Major waterfront project 
moves forward 
BY cHris Teale 
 The redevelopment of Rob-
inson Terminal North gained 
unanimous approval from city 
council at an October 17 hear-
ing, marking the passage of the 
last of the main projects in the 
city’s waterfront plan.
 The project received unani-
mous backing from the plan-
ning commission on October 8, 
and public testimony before city 
council echoed much of the sen-
timents expressed to planning 
commissioners, including on the 
issue of parking.
 Before the start of the public 
hearing, Euille disclosed that in 
the past he had received cam-
paign donations from the devel-
opers of the project: CityInter-
ests Inc. and Rooney Properties. 
But he said he did not feel there 
was a conflict of interest and so 
would be voting on the proposal.
 Within the redevelopment 
project, Robinson Terminal 

North is slated to become home 
to 66 multi-family residential 
units, a 132-room hotel, 25,000 
square feet of commercial space 
and four restaurants with a total 
mix of 500 indoor and outdoor 
seats. The new homes and hotel 
will be served by 260 off-street 
parking spaces, with the deci-
sion on whether residents will be 
able to apply for on-street parking 
spaces left up to city councilors.
 When considering Robinson 
Terminal South’s redevelopment 
plan, councilors chose not to al-
low new residents to apply for 
on-street permits, pending final 
recommendations from the Old 

Town Area Parking Study work 
group, and they did the same for 
the northern neighbor. Many 
residents expressed concerns 
that an influx of cars might ad-
versely affect an already con-
gested waterfront.
 “If this project is adequately 
parked, as it’s described by staff, 
then these people won’t need 
on-street parking,” said Yvonne 
Weight Callahan, president of 
the Old Town Civic Association. 
“If it is not adequately parked, 
they are going to get their park-
ing permits and add to the mess.”

Robinson Terminal North 
receives council approval

SEE roBinson | 8

if this project is adequately parked, 
as it’s described by staff, then these 

people won’t need on-street parking. if it is 
not adequately parked, they are going to get 
their parking permits and add to the mess.” 

- Yvonne Weight callahan, president, old Town civic 
association
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in efforts to disprove the asser-
tions of Republican challeng-
ers Bob Wood and Townsend 

“Van” Van Fleet. Both have 
raised concerns about the level 
of municipal debt the city has 
incurred in recent years — ap-
proximately $500 million with 

$65.7 million in debt service 
— but also have criticized 
city councilors for insufficient 
investment in infrastructure. 
Wood did not bring up the is-
sue at this forum, but when 
Van Fleet did, Wilson went on 
the attack.
 “The math doesn’t add 
up,” he said. “I can’t recon-
cile a conversation about debt 
with all the things we’re doing 
across the city.”
 Later, Wilson used his sec-
ond rebuttal to take Monique 
Miles (R) to task over an an-
swer she gave related to the 
city’s affordable housing stock. 
Miles questioned why 12,000 
units of affordable housing had 
been lost and suggested the 
city start enforcing its ratio of 
building the same number of 
affordable units as others.
 Wilson took exception, 
accusing Miles of misunder-

standing the difference be-
tween public and affordable 
housing and adding that the af-
fordable housing units have not 
been lost, but their rents have 
gone up and so they cannot be 
classified as affordable.
 Other candidates argued 
over the role of tax incentives 
given to companies to encour-
age them to move offices to 
Alexandria. Both the National 
Science Foundation and U.S. 
Transportation Security Ad-
ministration received incen-
tives to relocate to the Port 
City, something incumbent 

city councilors defended but 
some of their challengers took 
issue with.
 Democratic city councilors 
Tim Lovain and Del Pepper 
argued that the collateral effect 
of those two federal agencies 
moving to Alexandria will cre-
ate economic growth, but chal-
lenger Fernando Torrez (R) 
expressed reluctance to believe 
that incentives were best for 
the city. 
 Later, the discussion 
switched to the long-delayed 

forum        FROM | 1

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Class A Builder 
License #2705 057273A
kenwardhomes@gmail.com
www.wardremodeling.com

EST. 19
87
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EARS!

Additions and Alterations | Interiors and Exteriors | Kitchens Baths Basements
Roofs Windows Siding | Handyman | Ask about our 40 year roof  warranty!

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

1219 King Street, Alexandria, VA 
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
SECOND HALF

2015 REAL ESTATE TAX AND REFUSE FEE ARE DUE

NOVEMBER 16, 2015
The second half 2015 real estate tax and refuse fee must be paid by November 16, 
2015, to avoid late payment penalty and interest.

Pay in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located in the City, or by 
credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/Payments. Real es-
tate tax payments can be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34750, Alexandria, VA 
22334-0750. Payments can also be made with cash only at approximately 70 Global 
Express Cash Payment Centers conveniently located throughout Northern Virginia.  
For a complete list of the available cash payment centers, please visit the City’s web-
site at alexandriava.gov/Payments.

Real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/Re-
alEstateTax. Under Additional Resources on that webpage, there is a link for Real Es-
tate Tax History and Payments, which provides detailed tax balances and payments.  
For payment questions or to request a tax bill, please call the Treasury Division at 
703.746.3902, Option 8, or email payments@alexandriava.gov. For assessment ques-
tions or to change a mailing address, please email realestate@alexandriava.gov. For 
refuse fee questions, please call the Solid Waste Division at 703.746.4410.

The Finance Department is open, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  A drop 
box located on the Royal Street side of City Hall is available 24 hours a day.  (Payments 
must be in the drop box by midnight on November 16, 2015 to be considered on time.)

The math doesn’t add 
up. i can’t reconcile a 

conversation about debt with 
all the things we’re doing 
across the city.”

- city councilor Justin Wilson (d)

We really need to be 
thinking about not 

putting up more condos and 
townhouses, but thinking 
about the effect of doing that.”

- monique miles, republican  
city council candidate

SEE forum | 9
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Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry.  Returns must include purchased and 75% off bra. 
REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 10/23 & 10/24/2015. 
*Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.
com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Doorbuster items are available while supplies last. Extra savings 
are taken off already reduced prices, “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric items 
& luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. N5090408

SATURDAY, OCT. 24 SHOP 9AM-1OPM (IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!)
ALSO SHOP FRIDAY, OCT. 23 FROM 9AM-1OPM HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

 FREE SHIPPING WITH $25 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

ONE DAY SALE
WE’VE NEGOTIATED SOME AMAZING LAST-MINUTE DEALS 

JUST FOR THIS EVENT. QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED, GET THEM WHILE YOU CAN!

LATE-BREAKING SPECIALS

DOORBUSTER 
2O% OFF
REGULAR & SALE PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
SUITS, DRESSES & COATS

DOORBUSTER 
25% OFF

REG./ORIG.* PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
SPORTSWEAR FOR MISSES, 
PETITES & WOMEN; IMPULSE 
CONTEMPORARY APPAREL,  
SHOES & MORE

VALID 10/23 ‘TIL 2PM OR 10/24/15 ‘TIL 2PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 
EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/
electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, shoes 
& accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, Macy’s Backstage 
merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, selected licensed depts., 
services, special orders, special purchases, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar 
savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you 
return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value 
and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or 
credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL AND HOME ITEMS
WOW! $1O OFF

$1O OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF 
$25 OR MORE. 

VALID 10/23 ‘TIL 2PM OR 10/24/15 ‘TIL 2PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 
EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/
electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, shoes 
& accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, Macy’s Backstage 
merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, selected licensed depts., 
services, special orders, special purchases, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar 
savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return 
an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may 
not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $50 or more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL AND HOME ITEMS

$2O OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF 
$50 OR MORE. 

WOW! $2O OFF

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 9AM-2PMSAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY  
TO DOORBUSTERS & DEALS OF THE DAY.

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF 
DRESS SHIRTS OR TIES
Doorbuster $22. 
Reg. $55, after 
2pm: 38.50. 
From Geoffrey Beene.  
H WebID  2342052.

DOORBUSTER 
2 FOR $25 
SELECT BRAS
Reg. $33-$40 ea., after 2pm: buy 
1, get 75% off 2nd.  
From Playtex®, Bali® & more. 
Shown: Playtex® 18-hour  Comfort 
Strap. H WebID 560825.

DOORBUSTER 
30% + 15% OFF  
SELECT KITCHEN ELECTRICS
Doorbuster 22.99-754.99.  
Reg. 39.99-1289.99,  
after 2pm: 27.99-899.99.  
Hot beverage makers,  
blenders & more.

DOORBUSTER 
50% + 15% OFF 
DESIGNER SUIT SEPARATES 
Jackets. Doorbuster 180.62. 
Reg. $425, after 2pm: $255. 
Pants. Doorbuster 74.37.  
Reg. $175, after 2pm: $105.  
Shown: H WebID 634138.

DOORBUSTER 
49.99 
32 DEGREES
Reg. $195, 
after 2pm: 69.99. 
Packable  
outerwear. 
H WebID 2361550.

DOORBUSTER 
29.99
STYLE & CO. 
Reg. 52.50-108.50, 
after 2pm: 31.50-65.10. 
Only at Macy’s. All 
handbags: crossbodies, 
satchels & more.

DOORBUSTER 
19.99 YOUR CHOICE
Reg. 42.50-49.50, after 2pm: 
24.99. Only at Macy’s. 
JM Collection cozy sweaters 
or ponte pants. Misses & 
petites. Women’s prices 
slightly higher.

DOORBUSTER 
49.99 DIAMOND BANGLE
Reg. $200, after 2pm: $70. Victoria 
Townsend 1/2 ct. t.w.‡ rose-cut in 18k 
yellow (H WebID 2306018) gold or 
rose (H WebID 2306033) gold over 
silverplated brass or silverplated brass 
(H WebID 2306027).

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Doorbuster $12-$21. 
Reg. $30-52.50, after 2pm: $18-
31.50. Only at Macy's. Sets, 
dresses & more. Infants' 3-24 
mos. H WebID 2250209.

DOORBUSTER 
EXTRA 25% OFF 
ALL BOOTS 
Doorbuster 34.99-$210.  
Reg. $59-$295.  
Dress & casual styles.  
For example:  
H WebID 2424747.

DOORBUSTER 
99.99 5-PC. SET
Reg. $300, after 2pm: 
149.99. Only at Macy’s. 
Tag Coronado spinner 
luggage: 3 uprights, 
travel tote & travel kit. 
H WebID 325390.

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF ALL BLANKETS, 
THROWS & DECORATIVE PILLOWS
Doorbuster 15.99-131.99.  
Reg. $40-$330, after 2pm:  
19.99-197.99. By our Charter  
Club; Lauren Ralph Lauren  
and more. H WebID 141806.

5 HOURS ONLY!  
9AM-2PM FRI & SATDOORBUSTERS

N5090408A.indd   1 10/14/15   10:29 AM
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 “If you’re not careful today, 
you can make a huge mistake 
that will increase Old Town park-
ing congestion and bring fester-
ing resentments that will last for 
decades,” agreed Carolyn Merck, 
a resident of North Royal Street.
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg echoed those concerns 
and the knock-on effect parking 
along the waterfront could have 
across the city. He said he was 
especially concerned about the 
spread of congestion as people 
go further and further looking for 
parking spots.
 “All these things are ad hoc, 
and we’re really not attacking 
this holistically,” Smedberg said. 
“It does create an inequity; we’re 
just pushing the problem to other 
areas. Doing this ad hoc is not a 
good approach.”
 The concerns about parking 
were also highlighted in dis-
cussion of the respective sizes 
of the four restaurants, which 
are expected to seat 500 people 
between them during the peak 
summer months inside and out-
side, but fewer during the colder 
months. But City Councilor Tim 
Lovain argued that a wide va-

riety of transit options should 
prevent every patron driving to 
a restaurant, while Euille cited 
the recently opened Blackwall 
Hitch as an example of a water-
front restaurant to which people 
do not feel inclined to drive.
 “The idea that everybody is 
going to drive to a restaurant just 
doesn’t correspond to experi-
ence,” Lovain said.
 Vice Mayor Allison Silber-
berg said early in proceedings 
that the city must be aware of the 
lack of mass transit options near 
Robinson Terminal North, and 
how that can adversely affect 
things. She used Adams Morgan 
in D.C. as an example of a neigh-
borhood poorly served by mass 
transit that can be overwhelmed 
by people driving and trying to 
park on the street.
 “The fact is that a lot of folks 
will want to drive cars,” Silber-
berg said. “We can encourage 
mass transit, but this is an issue 
that we have to be cognizant of.”
 To address the parking issue, 
city staff has previously suggest-
ed making use of valet parking 
at garages, although both city 
councilors and members of the 
public remain skeptical about 
the viability of that plan.

 “The proposed development 
needs a better parking plan for 
restaurant guests,” said Julie Wan-
namaker. “Valet parking is not 
an answer for restaurant parking. 
Most drivers, including myself, 
will look for on-street parking be-
fore paying for valet parking.”
 Councilors and staff prom-
ised to look into the concerns 
raised regarding the removal of 
contaminated soil and ensur-
ing everything possible is done 
to remediate any environmental 
impact. Currently, the plan is for 
clean infill soil to be barged in, 
with removed soil to be trans-
ported away by truck, a process 
that Bill Skrabak of the city’s 
department of transportation 
and environmental services said 
would reduce what he called the 
“route of exposure” of any con-
taminated soil.
 The 7-0 vote in favor of the 
project means council has ap-
proved all the major projects out-
lined in the controversial water-
front plan, initially adopted four 
years ago. But the various proj-
ects have become a focal point in 
the city’s local elections, as some 
candidates argued the develop-
ment as out of character with the 
surrounding neighborhood.

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

Be Festive!
Host your holiday gathering with us.

L a n d i n g

Get$50

844-685-7462 
dom.com/appliancerecycling

For a free pickup from JACO Environmental

Dominion Virginia Power contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, 
to pick up and recycle the units. Size and other restrictions apply. Please visit 
dom.com/appliancerecycling or call JACO Environmental at 844-685-7462.

Getting Rid of Your Old 
Fridge Couldn’t be Easier.
We’ll pick up and recycle your old working refrigerator 
or freezer for free and you’ll get $50.

BRAND GUIDELINES
V2 : 2014

GREENE-2014-18659 Brand Guidelines.indd   100 7/21/14   10:16 AM

The Greene Turtle Sports Bar & Grille® 
Visit our NEW ALEXANDRIA location in Hilltop Village Center

     and take advantage of the best deals around:

Salute to the Military program. As a salute to their 
commitments and sacrifices for our country, The 
Greene Turtle is proud to offer all active and retired 

military a 15% discount on all food.
Kids Eat Free Tuesday. The Greene Turtle offers 
a family-friendly atmosphere for all occasions – 
especially on Tuesdays! Bring the whole family  
to where kids can watch sports at the dinner table 

and won’t get in trouble. Bonus: no dishes or clean 
up required!

www.thegreeneturtle.com

Join the
Mug Club

7879 Heneska Loop, Alexandria, VA 22315
ALEXANDRIA, VA

roBinson     FROM | 5



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    OCTOBER 22, 2015 | 9 

said Van Fleet. “We let them 
get over time after time after 
time. This has got to stop, and 
it’s got to stop now.”
 Alexandria’s infrastruc-
ture needs caused something 
of a disagreement between 
City Councilor Paul Smed-

berg and challenger Willie 
Bailey, both on the Demo-
cratic ticket for November’s 
election. Bailey accused de-
velopers of not being held 
accountable and leaving it to 
the city to fund sewers, roads 
and schools to the city. Smed-

berg took exception with 
that, arguing developers have 
contributed hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to the city to 
help address its infrastructure 
needs.
 While no candidate land-
ed any knockout punches, 

the format gave attendees 
a chance to hear positions 
debated and discussed, and 
council hopefuls were able 
to contrast their views in a 
public setting for the last time 
in what has been a gruelling 
election season.

Jennnifer’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.

Sarah, owner of SparkleClean Maid Service, says her team loves the Express Lanes. Now, instead of sitting 
in traffic, they drive from home to home with ease, staying on schedule throughout the day. Then, after a 
busy day, the maids return home quickly via the Lanes, able to meet babysitters on time and prepare healthy 
meals for their families. Sarah says her maids feel spoiled by the Lanes, which in turn makes them spoil their 

customers. All of which has helped Sarah’s business become one of the area’s highest-rated maid services.

See more real stories from the Lanes at ExpressLanes.com

“I own a small maid service and pay 
for all my employees to use the  

Express Lanes. We are like cleaning 
superheroes now, flying from one 

home to the next, no stress, staying 
on schedule, it’s a breeze.”

- Sarah P.  
   Owner, SparkleClean Maid Service
   Alexandria, VA

REAL STORIES FROM THE EXPRESS LANES

Sarah’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.
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redevelopment project at Land-
mark Mall, and Torrez prom-
ised that if elected, ground 
would be broken there by the 
end of his first term. Pepper 
argued such promises would 
require tax incentives to get 
things moving, especially as 
anchor tenant Sears recently 
came under new ownership 
and must renegotiate with the 
property owner, the Howard 
Hughes Corporation.
 “It’s not just an easy, slam-
dunk thing,” Pepper said, re-
ferring both to Torrez’s as-
sertions and challenger Phil 
Cefaratti’s (I) insistence that 
council has not negotiated 
hard enough with the devel-
oper to ensure progress will 
be made.
 Those moments were the 
biggest flashpoints between 
candidates, although there 
were some other testy ex-
changes, especially when it 
came to development projects 
in the city and balancing them 
with the need for green space. 
Wood accused city councilors 
of not planning green space 
effectively enough, especial-
ly in new development areas 
like Potomac Yard, echoing 
a previous comment from 
Miles about the growth of 
residential development.
 “We really need to be 
thinking about not putting up 
more condos and townhouses, 
but thinking about the effect 
of doing that,” Miles said.
 In addition, the challeng-
ers railed against incumbent 
city councilors after a ques-
tion of whether the city gives 
too much away to develop-
ers in the project approval 
process. City Councilor John 
Chapman (D) was in agree-
ment, although he argued that 
developers must do more to 
help increase the city’s stock 
of affordable housing and its 
infrastructure. Others were 
more strident in their criti-
cism of how the city handles 
development.
 “We’ve got to take back 
our city from the developers,” 
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Open Sundays through Thursdays 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

For more information, call 703-820-1128 or email 
osteriadanino@gmail.com.

 Fall is one of the nicest times 
of the year to be in Italy, but 
there is no need to travel across 
the ocean and several time 
zones to experience some of the 
best dishes the country has to 
offer. Fine Italian cuisine from 
genuine old country authentic 
recipes, is on offer in Shirling-
ton Villages at Osteria da Nino, 
found at 2900 Quincy St.
 The Osteria da Nino pasta, 
as well as everything else on the 
menu, is homemade and one can 
taste the difference, with every 
sauce and ingredient in each 
dish being freshly prepared. As 
the seasons change, customers’ 
favorite menu items seem to 
change too. 
 At the moment, people are 

raving about the Osteria lamb 
shank and the garganelli con 
ragu — Weever Farm pork ragu, 
baby arugula, fennel, gremmalat-
ta, parmesan and spices — and 
the Cape Sante dish of scallops. 
These scallops are cooked with 
creamy farro, golden raisins, 
braised fennel and baby fennel.
 Save room for dessert too, 
as they are exceptional and well 
worth trying out. Some highlights 
include the almond olive oil cake 
with mascarpone lemon curd, can-
died lemon and olive oil jam, the 
olive oil gelato, the seasonal sor-
betti trio and the homemade Tira-
misu. And, the gelato affogato — 
scoops of vanilla gelato with a shot 
of espresso poured over it — is one 
dessert everyone will love.

 Lunch and dinner are both 
popular at Osteria, but the seven 
day a week Happy Hour from 3 
to 7 p.m. has gained a substan-
tial following, while its brunch 
on Saturdays and Sundays is 
quickly becoming one of the best 
in Shirlington.
 With Thanksgiving just 
around the corner, Osteria is tak-
ing reservations for the Wednes-
day before and the weekend after 
the holiday. The restaurant wel-
comes friends, families and co-
workers alike with its spectacu-
lar cuisine, delicious wines and 
reasonable prices.
 Come to Osteria da Nino as 
soon as possible, and enjoy the 
feeling of being transported to 
Italy, albeit for a short time.

315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314
703-836-5123  ✳  www.alalucia.com

Please enjoy 
ITALY’S CULINARY REGIONS
Our first selections come from Campania.
Available a la Carte and as a 3 course Dinner.

454 LIKES

Start your weekend  
off right. 

Friday Happy Hour now ‘til 9.  

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA (703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE 
of Alexandrians for many years!

Open fOr  
lunch, dinner  

and brunch
(703) 888-1892

The Village at Shirlington ~ 4251 Campbell Ave #101      
(across from Harris Teeter)

 Good selction 
of drafts. Iced tea tasted 
good. Lobster steamed  
and grilled was very tasty.  
all veggies were well 
seasoned. grilled salmon 
sandwich was unbelievably 
good. oyster po boy also 
recommended... — Ryan D

Bistrot Royal

reservations 703.519.9110  menu www.bistrotroyal.com

A new Parisian bistro  
serving classic French fare 

Created by Chefs Christophe and  
Michelle Poteaux of Bastille

~ Located in Bastille’s former home ~
1201 N. ROYAL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

now at :  606 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.519.3776

celebrating 30 years!  
same location. same owner. same great food.

2921 SOUTH GLEBE ROAD,  ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 22206

OPEN DAILY 7AM-10 PM
SUN 7AM-9 PM

703-549-0677
TAKE-OUT

ARLINGTON DINER

da Nino

Os
teria

Cucina Italiana & Bar

Modern Italian Cuisine in
Shirlington Village.  Experience
Chef Delian DiPietro's takes on

Italian Classics using fresh,
regional and seasonal ingredients.

Lunch and Dinner 7 days.
Brunch on Sundays 11am - 3pm.
Private Room up to 45 people.

Outdoor patio open. 
2900 S Quincy St Arlington, VA 22206

Located across from the Shirlington Bus Station
Phone: (703) 820-1128

www.osteriadaninova.com
    OsteriadaNinoVA

2900 S. Quincy St. Arlington, VA 22206 

OsteriadaNinoVA osteriadanino

Cucina Italiana & Bar

 in Shirlington Village.

(703) 820-1128 | www.osteriadaninova.com(703) 820-1128 | www.osteriadaninova.com

Shirlington’s small slice of Italy

Contact Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 

 or sales@alextimes.com 

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria  Timeslet’s eat
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anticipate membership will in-
clude representatives from the 
business community, residents, 
economic development partners 
and city officials.
 “We want to be proactive 
about the MGM and its potential 
benefits for Alexandria,” said 
Patricia Washington, president 

and CEO of Visit Alexandria. 
“We’re using this moment to 
truly take stock of where we are 
as a destination, and look anew 
at our strengths and our weak-
nesses and use this moment as a 
catalyst for any needed improve-
ments in our infrastructure, in 
the experience that we offer.”
 One of the major benefits of-
ficials see is the expected influx 

of visitors to National Harbor, 
many of whom might be enticed 
to cross the river into Alexandria.
 “The experiences are really 
complementary, and I think 
that’s what we learned from 
National Harbor,” said Tom 
Kaiden, chief operating offi-
cer of Visit Alexandria. “The 
experience on that side of the 
river is very different from the 
one here, and so collectively the 
waterfront experience on both 
sides of the Potomac creates es-
sentially a larger presence than 
either of us has individually.”
 Officials with MGM said 
they will look to help with pro-
moting Alexandria, and feel that 
a relationship across the river 
will be helpful for both sides.
 “We see the possibilities for 
a mutually beneficial relation-
ship with the city of Alexan-
dria,” said Bill Boasberg, gen-
eral manager of MGM National 
Harbor. “When MGM National 
Harbor opens next year, we will 
encourage our many visitors to 
explore the surrounding area. 
To facilitate this, we will have 

a concierge available and other 
services to assist guests in dis-
covering what to do at and be-
yond our resort such as visiting 
Old Town Alexandria and other 
attractions in the region.”
 Perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge facing the new MGM 

development and any future 
connectivity with Alexandria 
is that of transportation. Cur-
rently, the Potomac Riverboat 
Co. runs a water taxi to Nation-
al Harbor from its waterfront 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

5 course
prix fixe menu $3600

Yves and Chef Vatche  
invite you to a 

www.yvesbistrova.com/
With Us

Thanksgiving
Special 

11AM to 8PM
Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, November 26

1300 King St. 

Ristorante Italiano

Special offer:  
Sunday to Thursday —  
buy one entree and get a second 
entree (of an equal or lower price) 1/2 off

Pines of Florence
Southern Italian Cuisine

(703) 549-1796  
www.alexandriapinesofflorence.com

Catering and carry out available. 
Free delivery within two miles.

Open seven days a week  

Stronger local 
commitment.

Better personal 
service.

Business 
Banking 
that 
out-muscles 
the big 
banks.

©2015 Burke & Herbert Bank

YOU CAN’T 
BEAT BURKE!

MANASSAS 9103 Centreville Road
DUMFRIES  17119 Wayside Drive

LAKE RIDGE  4605 Daisy Reid Avenue
WOODBRIDGE  14008 Smoketown Road

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®
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 www.MoniqueMiles.com

Standing up for  
ALL Alexandrians
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Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 

Try our  
holiday  

platters.

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

SEE mGm | 12
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marina, and a bus route over the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge could 
help bridge the gap.
 “I think from the beginning 
of National Harbor, we’ve al-
ways had a discussion around 
how we bring them into the tran-
sit connectivity of the region,” 

said City Councilor Justin Wil-
son. “I think that still remains 
to be seen in the future, and it’s 
not a problem that’s going to be 
solved any time soon, but we do 
have the opportunity potentially 
to bring transit over the bridge at 
some point. 
 “Initially, it’s going to be how 
you build the bus connectivity 

there? And hopefully, they’re 
going to want to be a part of that 
conversation, because in the end 
that’s going to help everyone.”
 Officials noted forming a 
task force to discuss develop-
ment across the Potomac is 
something that has been done 
before. National Harbor opened 
in 2008 after extensive redevel-

opment, and in the lead-up, the 
Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce convened a similar group. 
It led to innovations like the 
King Street Trolley, water taxis 
and information kiosks along 
the waterfront.
 “You had the hotel there 
that was bringing in folks for 
conventions and there would 
be an attraction to get off the 
island and explore,” said City 
Councilor Paul Smedberg. 
“Old Town is known and peo-
ple like coming here, and we 
thought it was important to 
get some plans in place to help 
manage what we anticipated 
could be an influx of folks.”
  Washington and Kaiden 
agreed that relations are good 
between the city and the casino. 
Kaiden mentioned that several 

casino officials have moved to 
Alexandria, and both Washing-
ton and Boasberg emphasized 
that their presence at several 
events already show they are se-
rious about collaborating.
 “I think initially there’s a 
very good, positive relationship 
right now,” Washington said. 
“The fact that they came to our 
annual meeting to hear what 
we’re doing, what our market-
ing plans are, is a good thing. 
The fact that they came to the 
Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership board 
meeting and made a presenta-
tion on their project, it means 
they’re coming to our commu-
nity, they want people to know 
about the project, they’re look-
ing to collaborate and they’re 
doing that proactively.”

Now!Now!Now!Now!
Take some pix of your windows
Visit either of our showrooms
We’ll show you numerous looks 
of your house with new windows
Receive your FREE on-the-spot 
estimate

VIRTUAL 
WINDOW
REPLACEMENT!

VIRTUAL 
WINDOW
REPLACEMENT!

VIRTUAL 
WINDOW
REPLACEMENT!

For a complete info packet, visit:
PrimeAuctionSolutions.com

703-495-7500
Broker Participation Welcome

VA Lic # 2908000975
10% buyers premium, sold as is. Not responsible for typographical 

errors. Announcements on auction date will precede all printed 
material. Review web site for auction terms & conditions.

Take Out Restaurant/Convenience Store
Exclusive Retail Space in 525-Unit Apartment Community

Real estate & content will be sold together at

6631 Wakefield Ave 
(Units 114A, 115, and 116)
Alexandria, VA 22307

only

$175,000
opening bid

Unique opportunity to own this turnkey deli/convenience store in the River Tower. 
There is an fully equipped kitchen & previously licensed for beer, wine and tobacco.  

The low condo fees includes all utilities. Bid to own this property with excellent income potential. 

AUCTION  November 5 at 11am
Property Previews: Tuesday, October 20 & Friday, October 30 (12-2pm)
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Del Pepper

Re-Elect
Councilwoman

www.delpepper.com
A Vote for Del is a vote  

for experience and vision.
Authorized and paid for by Redella “Del” Pepper

on Nov. 3

Beijing HH International Art Fund is the first art foundation in China dedicated to the preservation and collection of Chinese art & Antiques. Base in Beijing and founded 
in 2004, we now have over $75 million under our management. We are excited to launch our newest venture in the US by hosting Free Appraisal and Cash Buying 
events in Connecticut, Massachusetts & Rhode Island. Please check our website frequently for updates on event   schedules.   We welcome collectors,      scholars, 
dealers and institutions to participate in our event and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

Top price will be paid for the following items: Chinese jade, ceramics, bronzes, Cloisonné, Buddhist figures, robes, embroideries, Snuff bottles,            
photographs, furniture, watercolors & paintings etc. and we are interested in purchasing art works from one piece to an entire  collection.  
Flexible Payment Methods: Cash, Check & Wire Transfer. 
We are always buying Chinese Art and Antiques from one piece to entire collection.  If you missed our event, please call us and we can arrange a date 
to see you 

 Earn 10% Referral Fee if you refer a friend or family to us. 

                                              Free in home appraisal available for larger pieces 

Beijing HH Art International Fund 
北京萬通國際藝術品基金 

Tel: (516) 815-2258    Email: hhartfund@gmail.com       www.hhartfund.com 

CHINESE ART AND ANTIQUES 
Free Appraisal Day & 
Cash buying Event 

EVENT DATE: October 30th, 2015 (9AM - 5PM) 
COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT TYSONS CORNER                           
1960 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD,                                           
MCLEAN, VA 22102 

~ We Love Chihuahuas ~
And we love Pepe! This handsome 8 year old  
has a big attitude in a small little coat. Pepe is 

one spunky guy; loves playing with his toys and 
loves people to play with him.

 Do you have room in your home for this fun fellow?
 FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT CHIHUAHUAS,  

PLEASE CALL 703-746-4774. 
WWW.ALExANdRIAANImALS.ORg

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

Oakville Triangle project 
makes further progress at 
Saturday’s council hearing 
BY cHris Teale 
 As Del Ray continues to grow 
and Potomac Yard prepares to 
welcome a new Metrorail station, 
nearby Oakville Triangle’s rede-
velopment continued to gather 
steam Saturday as city council 
unanimously adopted a plan for 
the design of the area by U.S. 
Route 1.
 The Blackstone Group owns 
13 acres of the 20-acre indus-
trial park, and have partnered 
with Bethesda-based developers 
StonebridgeCarras in designing 
plans to redevelop the parcel.
 The proposal is a mixed-use 
development including residen-
tial town homes and multi-fam-
ily units, retail and office space, 
park land and so-called “maker 
spaces” on the ground floor of 
some units for some light-in-
dustrial use still in the area. The 
plan would look to take advan-

tage of the existing Metroway 
bus rapid transit system and fu-
ture mass transit in the city.
 Council’s approval of the 
Oakville Triangle plan comes at 
the end of a long public engage-
ment process, with an advisory 
group studying the area and 
providing recommendations to 
officials.
 “This certainly is a very 
nice proposal,” said Mayor Bill 
Euille. “Again, this is a plan; we 
still have the [development spe-
cial use permit] to come forward 
with all the final details as it ad-
vances through numerous phas-
es. Certainly what I think I like 
about the project is it is a transit-
oriented development project.”
 In the midst of the new retail 
and residential development is 
a total of 157,000 square feet of 
open space, both at ground level 
and on the rooftops. Laura Dur-
ham of the city’s department of 
parks, recreation and cultural 
activities said that the majority of 

that open space would be freely 
accessible, while the planned im-
provements included a $2 million 
developer contribution to nearby 
Mount Jefferson Park. But some 
said that the distinction between 
rooftop and ground-level open 
space should be clearer.
 “We need to make sure the 
public understands that open 
space is down on the ground, not 
up on the roof, because what’s 
up on the roof is only available 
for the people who are in the 
building and their guests,” said 
Ann Shack. “Even if they give 
some kind of outside access, it’s 
not going to be the same as be-
ing able to walk into the park.”
 City councilors agreed that 
better distinctions should be 
made, but said that rooftop green 
space is also of enormous benefit 
to the city, including for the man-
agement of storm water. Vice 
Mayor Allison Silberberg asked 

Getting in on the 
development action

SEE oaKville | 14
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staff to prepare a memo on how 
much open space is available at 
ground level, not including the 
rooftop space.
 “We don’t want to diminish 
the encouragement of the de-
velopment community do that 
stuff, but we could probably look 

at whether there’s legal ways to 
split it up to be more clear with 
the public about how we talk 
about it,” said City Councilor 
Justin Wilson.
 The proposal includes a 
minimum of 65 affordable hous-
ing units, included as part of an 
overall developer contribution of 
$3 million to the city’s afford-

able housing fund. Helen McIl-
vaine from the city’s department 
of housing said the department 
anticipates adding more afford-
able units as the plan evolves over 
time.
 But residents raised con-
cerns about a number of as-
pects of the plan, including the 
proposed “maker spaces” and 

whether they will be viable op-
tions for businesses currently 
operating in the area.
 “Those businesses that are 
currently there, like the stone-
cutting nursery and auto repair 
businesses, will not likely fit 
into maker spaces inside of resi-
dential or office buildings,” said 
Pamela Smith. “We will be trad-

ing local employers for several 
thousand more service-needing 
residents, and that is not smart 
development.”
 Several people worried 
about the increased density and 
the strain placed on the existing 
roads and infrastructure. With 
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The Heights is an independent Catholic preparatory 
school for boys in grades 3-12 located in Potomac, MD

www.heights.edu
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School of Excellence
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  Open House: November 1, 11am-3pm 

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Where Bright Boys Become Exceptional Men. 

. Where a rigorous curriculum keeps students challenged. 
Where a warm community encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where sports, arts, and clubs give rise to confident leaders.  
Where Benedictine tradition grounds values and inspires faith.
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buildings as tall as nine stories 
and Swann Avenue transformed 
into the main retail space, the 
influx of people was seen as a 
big issue.
 “As a homeowner in the 
area, I continue to have concerns 
about the increase of density this 

development will bring and the 
broader implications that will 
have for the services of this city,” 
said Brian Burton.
 Silberberg said she agreed 
with concerns about the in-
creased density and traffic 
volume, but added that she 
felt many of the new residents 
would use mass transit and 

therefore not put too much 
strain on the roads.
 The project is expected to re-
turn to council in December for 
approval of a proposed coordi-
nated development district plan, 
then again in January or Feb-
ruary for the first development 
special use permit for an office 
building at the intersection of 

Swann Avenue and U.S. Route 
1. As the proceedings came to 
a close, City Councilor Del Pep-
per stressed her expectation to 
see high quality architecture and 
building materials.
 “For heaven’s sake, let’s 
not just accept anything that 
comes in, or modify it a little 
bit because heaven forbid we 

wouldn’t want to offend any-
one,” she said. “I think we have 
to get right in there and ensure 
that what we have in this very 
important street, that it really 
is classic, and that’s what I’m 
hoping you’re going to see. It’s 
going to be a busy, hustling 
area that’s going to draw people 
there.”

Open Houses

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ILSAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr. K-8 

Open House  
Thursday, November 5th, 9 AM

Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Interested in an excellent academic 
environment that nurtures your child’s 
mind, heart, and body?

(703) 549-5067 | www.graceschoolalex.org
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA

Preschool - Grade 5 
Nov 11th & Jan 20th

 9:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Open House

201 Cambridge Road  
Alexandria, VA 22314

Open 
House
October 25, 2015 

1:00-3:00 pm 
presentation begins 

at 1:00 pm

Bishop Ireton High School admits students of any race, color and national origin.

ADVANCE ALWAYS

Through the Legacy of St. Francis de Sales
in Christ

BISHOP IRETON
HIGH SCHOOL

Contact
PETER HAMER,
Director of Admissions
(703) 751-7606
hamerp@bishopireton.org

bishopireton.org

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter
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THIS  IS  AN ADVER TISEMENT

Stop by and see us.

Same great legal advice with a new location.

1800 Diagonal Road
Suite 325
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.739.4900

www.stites.com

Alexandria, VA | Atlanta, GA | Jeffersonville, IN | Covington, Frankfort, Lexington & Louisville, KY | Franklin, Memphis & Nashville, TN
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What should the city’s top priority be dur-
ing the next three-year term?

What is your position on the city’s debt? 
Is the current debt level, including pro-
jections, sustainable? Why or why not?

What is the biggest issue facing Alexandria
City Public Schools and how would you 
address it?

Do you support the planned Potomac Yard 
Metro station? Why or why not?

What is the best way for city council to 
promote business growth and rebalance 
the city’s resident-to-commercial tax ratio?

How would you balance the desires of 
neighbors with the needs of the city at 
large with regard to major development 
projects?

How would you promote the retention and 
expansion of the city’s affordable housing 
stock?

Willie f. BaileY, sr. 

Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Firefighter 

 Top priority The city must 
place affordable housing above 
all other issues during the 
next term. Alexandria has lost 
thousands of units in the past 
decade and we must first 
stop shedding units before 
we can begin the process of 
adding units to the city. It is 

unacceptable that we cannot 
house the nurses, teachers 
and public safety employees 
that work for the city. 

 Debt Alexandria is a funda-
mentally well-managed city. 
I see current debt levels and 
their projections as cause for 
concern, rather than for panic. 
It is important to see the debt 
that the city has taken on as a 
down payment on projects that 
eventually will more than re-
turn their cost in city revenues. 

 Schools Alexandria’s schools 
are already overcrowded and 
we are projected to add hun-
dreds of new students to our 
school-age population in the 
next decade. This increases 
class sizes and forces the 
city to bus students, which 
is expensive and inefficient. 
New residential development 

continues to bring in families 
who require the use of the 
city’s infrastructure — sewers, 
roads, parks, and, most nota-
bly, schools.
  Alexandria must be selec-
tive in choosing which devel-
opers to allow into the city, and 
developers must be held ac-
countable for the impact that 
their new residents have on 
the pre-existing community. 
The city should ask developers 
to contribute more to help de-
fray the burden of educating 
new students.

 Potomac Yard Metro I fully 
support the Potomac Yard 
Metro station plan that the cur-
rent city council has created. A 
station at the Alternate B loca-
tion would promote business 
and residential growth and 

SEE voTer Guide | 18

Providing you with everything you need to know about the city’s 
candidates for city council and school board with their positions 
on the issues, in their own words, ahead of the November 3 election.  
For our  endorsements in each race, see page 42.

Bill euille
Party affiliation: Write-in 
Occupation: Incumbent 
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allison silBerBerG
Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Writer and  
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help ease congestion along 
U.S. Route 1. This new devel-
opment would bring in new 
residents and add millions of 
square feet of office space — 
both essential if Alexandria is 
going to grow its tax base. 

 Business growth The city 
should more aggressively tar-
get businesses and agencies 
for relocation to Alexandria. 
This can be done through a 
one-time tax break for large 
companies moving here. Ad-
ditionally, we should support 
the creation of new startups 
in Alexandria by giving them 
greater tax breaks for their first 
three years. 

 Resident engagement De-
velopment in Alexandria has 
too often left a sour taste 
in the mouths of local resi-
dents. Many are now openly 
opposed to change because 
they believe past develop-
ment has not fit with the 

character of their neigh-
borhood. We must accept 
change if we are to remain 
a competitive business en-
vironment and an attractive 
place to raise a family. Future 
development must reflect the 
existing character of a neigh-
borhood, and the city should 
be more careful when using 
its authority to rezone resi-
dential areas. 

 Affordable housing The city
should be more selective in 
which developers we allow 
into Alexandria. We are an 
attractive location for new 
businesses and residential 
growth, and we must be ju-
dicious when evaluating a 
developer’s proposal. Those 
developers that do not make 
an effort to serve the commu-
nity with their growth should 
not be allowed to build. We 
need companies that not only 
put in housing, but also are 
willing to devote a certain per-
centage of their development 
to affordable units.

 

d. pHil cefaraTTi

Party affiliation: Independent
Occupation: President and 
principal broker, Potomac 
River Realtors

 Top priority The top prior-
ity of any government is en-
suring residents receive qual-
ity basic services: keeping 
residents safe via police and 
fire departments; maintaining 
functional roads and walk-
ways; and trash collection. All 
of these must be performed 
as efficiently and effectively 
as possible.
  With that said, the most 
important major items facing 

our city include the quality of 
our schools, including student 
performance, improved oper-
ations and infrastructure; the 
redevelopment of Landmark 
Mall; rehabilitation of the 
sewer system; the installation 
of fiber optics; a reduction in 
the use of paid consultants 
and a greater use of residents 
on volunteer committees and 
students at local universities 
earning college and postgrad-
uate credits; and creating a 
financially and operationally 
viable plan for the Potomac 
Yard Metro station.

 Debt Alexandrians, as an 
aggregate, are well educated 
and compensated. Our AAA-
bond rating exists because 
we, as taxpayers, can afford 
to pay higher taxes than we 
do currently. However, though 
our debt is affordable, it is cur-
rently higher than it needs to 
be because government has 
invested and spent unwisely.
  In the short term, our debt 
level and debt service will in-
crease because of the city’s 
fiscal policy over the past 20 
years. The city has failed to 
maintain and upgrade sew-
ers. Our city is failing to ac-
count for the likely actual 
cost of a Potomac Yard Metro 
station. Our city has chosen 
to build extravagantly, taking 
on higher debt than needed, 
specifically with the following 
buildings: T.C. Williams, the 
police headquarters, Jeffer-
son-Houston School and the 
newly approved Patrick Henry 
project.
  Ultimately, our debt level 
is sustainable only at the ex-
pense of residents’ disposable 
income. Higher taxes make our 
real estate less competitive 
relative to other local jurisdic-
tions, driving prices lower. 

 Schools The greatest over-
all issue with ACPS is per-
formance. Our schools exist 

to educate and prepare our 
children for adulthood. In or-
der to continue to improve 
performance, we need to ad-
dress multiple issues. There 
is a clear achievement gap, 
and we must tailor programs 
to address the multiple spe-
cial needs of our community: 
foreign language issues, eco-
nomic needs, family support 
and more.
  We are a community that 
prides itself on being pro-
gressive, but we have not 
adopted enough progressive 
no-cost programs within the 
school and park systems that 
show we want to guarantee 
every child in Alexandria has 
an opportunity to succeed, 
starting with pre-K access. 
To do that, we need to strip 
away bureaucracy and focus 
on the teacher/coach/men-
tor/supervisor to student/
child relationship.
  We must focus on the renova-
tion and expansion of schools, 
when possible, rather than 
tearing down and completely 
rebuilding from the ground up. 
Operationally, we must focus 
on greater communication and 
support than we currently pro-
vide and deliver to each of our 
students.

 Potomac Yard Metro I support
the planned Potomac Yard 
Metro station in a world where 
Metro operates safely and ef-
ficiently, the city generates a 
viable financial plan ensuring 
there will be no cost overruns 
or construction delays, and 
with an acknowledgement by 
other councilors that the sta-
tion in no way mirrors the No-
Ma-Gallaudet station in D.C. 
as others have suggested.
  I don’t believe these situa-
tions exist right now. The an-
nouncement by the NTSB that it 
should and might take over con-
trol of Metro’s safety program is 
a great first step in making the 
station more viable. Addition-
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ally, the financial model must in-
clude a guarantee to taxpayers 
that no real estate tax revenue 
dollars will used to pay for the 
station at any time, including 
the creation of any special resi-
dential tax districts.

 Business growth With the 
current ratio of tax revenues at 
roughly 70 percent for residen-
tial and 30 percent for com-
mercial real estate, it makes 
sense that building more 
homes is not the solution to 
solving Alexandria’s problem. 
Focusing on commercial de-
velopment in Landmark, along 
Van Dorn/Eisenhower, and Po-
tomac Yard and U.S. Route 1 is 
the solution.
  In addition to attracting large 
corporations and government 
entities, we need to mesh 
whom we attract with the stra-
tegic vision of who we are to 
the greatest overall benefit to 
Alexandria. The effectiveness 
and efficiency with which we 
are able to do this can be maxi-
mized by leveraging the com-
bined resources of the Alexan-
dria Economic Development 
Partnership and Chamber of 
Commerce.
  Hotels, restaurants and re-
tail provide the greatest tax 
revenue impact in Alexandria. 
The waterfront plan is moving 
forward and must serve as 
both a primary and second-
ary tourist destination. Ho-
tels already are planned for 
the waterfront, and we must 
entice them in other parts of 
Alexandria that will serve not 
only Alexandria-centric tour-
ism, but also tourists for Na-
tional Harbor and D.C.

 Resident engagement  My 
fellow neighbors are the voice 
of Alexandria, and ultimately, 
should be the primary voice 
in determining the needs of 
the city. Although city coun-
cil makes many decisions, 
it must be with the voices of 

our neighbors echoing in our 
heads.
  Major development proj-
ects must serve a purpose so-
cially and economically. Ma-
jor development that solves 
short-term problems but cre-
ates long-term ones is not 
always viable (e.g., increas-
ing housing density that ulti-
mately requires additional in-
frastructure via new schools, 
fire stations and creates new 
traffic choke points). 
  We must seek out and en-
gage our neighbors in their 
neighborhoods at the onset 
of major development discus-
sions, and we must do so with-
out the self-interest of develop-
ers and/or consultants present.

 Affordable housing The city 
must negotiate much more 
aggressively with developers 
about setting aside affordable 
housing. Alexandria is one of 
the most desirable places to 
live in the metro area. Devel-
opers want to invest in Alexan-
dria, and we need to leverage 
that desire in our negotiations.
  As a Realtor, there is a com-
mon saying in real estate: “Lo-
cation, location, location.” We 
have the location! When we 
afford developers the opportu-
nity to bid on a project, we must 
demand a certain percentage 
of housing be set aside as af-
fordable, and hold the line on 
that issue.
  On the other side, we must 
create incentives for busi-
nesses in Alexandria to hire 
residents of public, subsidized 
and affordable housing. Del-
egate Rob Krupicka’s Sugar 
Shack Donuts has taken the 
lead in utilizing this great re-
source without the benefit of 
incentives and is a model for 
local businesses. Employment 
opportunities created by tax 
incentives will lift the economic 
standing of Alexandrians in af-
fordable housing, leading to 
their greater prosperity.

 JoHn TaYlor 
cHapman

Party affiliation: Democrat 
Occupation: Community use 
specialist, Fairfax County  
Public Schools

 Top priority I believe that 
out of the many important priori-
ties the city has, the top priority 
should be focused on our eco-
nomic development strategy as 
well as the attraction and reten-
tion of businesses within Alexan-
dria. By doing so, we will ensure 
additional revenue for infra-
structure improvements, school 
capacity, affordable housing 
and city services. This also will 
help reduce our reliance on res-
idential taxes, as well as open 
up the opportunity to lower the 
city’s tax rate for both home-
owners and businesses.

 Debt While we all know that 
our current and future debt 
is the result of investment in 
new infrastructure, recently 
built municipal buildings and 
schools, we must work within 
our recommended debt guide-
lines to ensure that our overall 
debt and our debt service pay-
ments do not crowd out our 
resources to effectively provide 
essential city services. City 
council needs to work with part-
ner organizations, such as Alex-
andria City Public Schools and 
the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority, to ensure 
that their plans and funding re-
quests fall in line with what our 
city can truly afford.

 Schools The biggest issue 
facing ACPS is district-wide 
building capacity, much like 
several jurisdictions in our 
area. I want to continue to push 
our school leaders and com-
munity to consider a school 
facilities plan that incorpo-
rates not only modernization, 
but also renovation, exploring 
urban school building models 
like Fairfax County has done, 
and including public-private 
partnerships that will allow 
the city to help ACPS meet this 
capacity challenge in a fiscally 
responsible manner. 

 Potomac Yard Metro Yes, I 
support building a Metro station 
at Potomac Yard. As city council 
is already seeing, the new Met-
ro station will be a catalyst for 
bringing residential, mixed use 
and commercial development 
to the Potomac Yard neighbor-
hood and allow for that commu-
nity to be better connected, not 
only to other parts of the city, 
but to the rest of the region.

 Business growth The solu-
tion to growing business in 
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Alexandria is multi-pronged: 
We first must bring business 
owners and city staff together 
to reform city policy in regards 
to the opening and operating 
of a business within our city, 
in order to make our process-
es as easy and transparent as 
possible. We also must main-
tain a competitively low tax 
rate to preserve a competitive 
standing within the region.
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Lastly, we need to invest in 
the Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership, which 
helps the city compete region-
ally for economic development 
opportunities and works to re-
tain businesses in the city. 

 Resident engagement Many
community members that I 
speak to worry about negative 
effects resulting from develop-
ment projects — lack of parking, 
traffic, changes to infrastruc-
ture, noise, and mass and scale 

of buildings. City council and 
staff need to listen to commu-
nity members regarding the va-
riety of effects that are possible 
and work with neighborhoods to 
bring forth stronger mitigation 
plans to deal with these effects, 
and make it clear to develop-
ers prior to developing that they 
have a burden of responsibility 
for ensuring that these effects 
are correctly mitigated. 

 Affordable housing In order 
to retain and expand our af-

fordable housing stock, city 
government needs to partner 
with faith-based organizations 
and nonprofit developers to 
find and help support oppor-
tunities for these groups to 
provide housing. In the last 
three years, we have seen sev-
eral successful projects due to 
these partnerships.
  We also need to reopen dis-
cussions within the city’s de-
veloper work group to rework 
our proffer system so that de-
velopers are contributing more 
resources, particularly units, 
to help Alexandria handle this 
regional crisis. In addition, we 
need to continue to reform our 
land use policies, which will 
lead to additional affordable 
housing opportunities.

TimoTHY lovain 

Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Government  
relations consultant, Capitol 
Strategies

 Top priority Alexandria 
should redouble its efforts to 
secure high-quality commer-
cial development around our 
Metro stations, especially 
the planned Potomac Yard 
station and the Eisenhower 
Avenue and Van Dorn sta-
tions. The NSF and TSA will 
facilitate this development. 
About 85 percent of the 
Class I office buildings cur-
rently under construction or 
in planning in the DC region 
are within a quarter mile of a 
Metro station.
  Focusing development pres-

sures around our Metro sta-
tions will create walkable com-
munities well-served by transit 
without increased traffic, en-
hancing our quality of life and 
our reputation as a great place 
to live, work and visit. The rev-
enues generated by commer-
cial development will reduce 
the tax burden on Alexandria 
homeowners and enhance 
our ability to provide quality 
services to our residents. We 
should continue our judicious 
use of tax incentives to attract 
that commercial development, 
always ensuring that any incen-
tive package is a good deal for 
Alexandria.

 Debt  The City of Alexandria 
did relatively little borrowing 
from the 1970s through the 
1990s, so they barely built any-
thing — they didn’t build a new 
school for 30 years. As a result, 
Alexandria faced an infrastruc-
ture deficit with inadequate 
schools, sewers, transportation 
systems and other infrastruc-
ture needs. We are now ad-
dressing that deficit, which has 
increased borrowing, but our 
debt is still comparable to our 
neighbors and within our con-
servative borrowing guidelines.
  It is also totally reasonable to 
ask future residents of Alexan-
dria to help pay for these invest-
ments because they will benefit 
from them. We should continue 
our current prudent capital 
investment program that is re-
ducing our infrastructure deficit 
and improving the quality of 
life for both current and future 
residents of Alexandria. Any 
candidates who call for sharply 
reducing city borrowing should 
explain which capital needs 
they would choose to neglect.

 Schools The “happy prob-
lem” of growing enrollment! It 
is a compliment to ACPS that 
so many families are enroll-
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ing their kids in our public 
schools, but this growth is 
straining our school infra-
structure. The city should 
continue to prioritize school 
construction and expansion 
in our capital program. In 
addition, I led the effort last 
year to put the city’s funding 
of ACPS on a more rational 
basis that takes into account 
growing enrollment; I would 
like to further institutionalize 
this more rational process, 
which ACPS deserves.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 

As the proud father of 
three ACPS students, I appre-
ciate the high quality and ded-
ication of our teachers — they 
are the stars of ACPS. Grow-
ing enrollment strains their 
ability to provide individuated 
instruction for all students. 
Our teachers should be given 
the tools and incentives to 
address the many challenges 
posed by our incredibly di-
verse student body, as well as 
growing enrollment.

 Potomac Yard Metro Yes!
The Metro distance between 

the Reagan National Airport 
and Braddock Road stations 
is the longest stretch of Me-
trorail track without a station. 
The new station will be a mag-
net for transit-oriented devel-
opment and will enable us 
to create a walkable, smart-
growth neighborhood at Po-
tomac Yard with extraordinary 
transit service — not just the 
new Metro station but also 
the Metroway bus rapid tran-
sit line.
  Transit rail and BRT invest-
ments on dedicated right-of-
way induce nearby economic 
development without increas-
ing traffic. I was proud to vote 
in favor of the Potomac Yard 
Metro station, which will be 
a tremendous benefit for 
Alexandria’s future. If I am 
re-elected, I will become the 
chairman of the Transporta-
tion Planning Board for the 
National Capital Region and I 
would like to use that position 
to strengthen our region’s 
investment in development 
around our Metro stations.

 Business growth I believe
Alexandria should redouble 
its efforts to secure high-qual-
ity commercial development 
around our Metro stations. 
We should continue the ju-
dicious use of tax incentive 
packages, so long as we can 
be sure that those agree-
ments are a good deal for Al-
exandria. We should engage 
in aggressive marketing of 
Alexandria and leverage our 
recent successes bringing the 
National Science Foundation 
and Transportation Security 
Administration Headquarters 
to Alexandria. These strate-
gies will help us improve the 
commercial-to-residential ra-
tio in property tax revenues.
  I also applaud the recent 
efforts by the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Partner-
ship to increase its focus on 
retaining businesses already 

in Alexandria, and continuing 
efforts like our one-stop per-
mitting center that can make 
Alexandria a more business-
friendly place. The city needs 
to listen closely to the con-
cerns of our business own-
ers about how city processes 
could be improved. 

 Resident engagement As a
community in the heart of one 
of the most important metro-
politan areas in the world, Al-
exandria is going to face devel-
opment pressures. As stated 
earlier, we need to focus future 
development around our Metro 
stations and to a lesser extent, 
along our high-capacity transit 
corridors. That means keep-
ing those developments out of 
our residential neighborhoods. 
By focusing on transit-oriented 
development and walkable 
neighborhoods, we can have 
more development without in-
creased traffic. For example, 
traffic counts in the Orange 
Line corridor in Arlington are 
less today than they were be-
fore Metro was built!
  The city council needs to lis-
ten carefully to the concerns 
and questions of city residents, 
and we also need to do a better 
job of explaining to them the 
real impacts of particular proj-
ects. Improved communication 
increases the chances for com-
munity consensus. 

 Affordable housing Afford-
able housing is a huge chal-
lenge for cities around the 
world. We need to look for best 
practices in what other cities 
are doing. Developer proffers 
should continue to be an im-
portant way to secure fund-
ing for affordable housing. 
Alexandria should continue its 
partnerships with non-profit 
organizations dedicated to 
providing affordable housing. 
We should continue to look 
for ways to create affordable 
housing in conjunction with 

city buildings, as we did with 
the Potomac Yard fire station.
  Saving current buildings for 
affordable housing is usually 
more cost-effective than build-
ing new housing. I think we 
should also use our land-use 
powers to incentivize afford-
able housing, e.g., by consid-
ering allowing “micro units” 
and “granny flats” in certain 
neighborhoods near Metro 
stations. We need to expand 
the number of tools in our af-
fordable housing toolbox and 
use them all. 

moniQue miles 

Party affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Attorney and 
managing principal of Old 
Towne Associates, P.C.

 Top priority If you fail to 
plan, you plan to fail. Many Al-
exandrians are frustrated by 
the current council’s lack of 
planning with regards to priori-
tizing how city money is spent 
and what projects are pursued. 
In the next three years, the city 
needs to take an inventory of 
its investments and determine 
if they are in the city’s best in-
terest. We have several areas 
that require immediate invest-
ment, including the costly, fed-
erally mandated storm water 
infrastructure improvements, 
plans to address building new 
schools and capacity concerns, 
and traffic improvements. With 
these pressing needs, the city 
should not be focused on wish 
list items like citywide broad-
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band or a large aquatic center.
  We must preserve Alexan-
drians’ quality of life before 
spending millions of dollars on 
projects that may or may not 
be successful. My focus dur-
ing my term will be on preserv-
ing our city’s infrastructure 
and education before pursu-
ing unnecessary and fiscally 
irresponsible projects.

 Debt Our city’s debt is not 
sustainable, and city council 
has not done enough to ad-
dress the debt situation. I am 
deeply troubled by city coun-
cil’s failure to address our 
budget concerns.
  According to the city’s five-
year financial plan, by 2020, 
we will have a $128 million 
budget deficit if we proceed 
with the status quo. We spend 
10 percent of our total general 
fund expenditures servicing 
debt. This situation is a direct 
result of failed leadership, a 
lack of foresight and prioritized 
spending, and delayed action. 
The city will be forced to cut 
services or raise taxes, unless 
they engage the business com-
munity, as I’ve proposed in my 
business plan.

 Schools Overcapacity is the
biggest challenge for our 
schools. Alexandria’s schools 
are bursting at the seams. 
Without new schools, repairs 
to existing schools and better 
oversight of how money is be-
ing spent, the children in our 
schools will not receive the 
education they deserve. To ad-
dress this issue, I suggest a 
study be made of how current 
school funds are spent. When 
elected to council I would work 
with the school board, educa-
tors, and parents to get their 
opinions on the study and 
come up with solutions.

 Potomac Yard Metro The 
smart growth expected to fol-
low the Potomac Yard Metro 

station would be a boom for 
the city. Various studies in-
dicate that residents from 
all demographics desire this 
kind of city living. I support 
the Potomac Yard Metro sta-
tion because it may attract 
more people to live and work 
in Alexandria. However, I dis-
agree with the process that 
city council followed in pass-
ing the proposal. 
  City council voted to create a 
Tier-II Special Tax District, add-
ing thousands of dollars to the 
real estate taxes of Potomac 
Yard residents. This tax struc-
ture proved incredibly unfair 
and not the most efficient way 
to create trust in government. I 
would eliminate this unfair tax 
designation and explore alter-
native options to fund the proj-
ect. Smart growth is good, but 
it should not be at the expense 
of other residents.

 Business growth Before I 
decided to run for city council, 
I met with business owners in 
all areas of the city to see how 
they felt about the business en-
vironment. Far too many times, 
I heard about Alexandrians’ 
concerns with over-taxation 
and overregulation. My busi-
ness plan sets out to promote 
business growth and address 
the city’s structural imbalance 
regarding the resident-to-com-
mercial tax ratio. Both Demo-
crat and Republican candidates 
have praised my proposal to re-
duce the business and profes-
sional licensing tax. Diversifying 
our revenue and reducing the 
debt will foster a more business 
friendly environment in our city.
  The fact that Republicans 
and Democrats agree with 
our BPOL pilot program, lends 
credibility to my ability to find 
creative solutions to address-
ing our debt and restoring 
structural balance in our city. 
Residents don’t want bullies 
or obstructionists as leaders; 
they want results.

 Resident engagement Over
the past few months, I have 
heard Alexandrians express 
their distrust in our city gov-
ernment, namely that council 
decisions are made behind 
closed doors or without prop-
er community input. As a city 
councilor, I would address this 
issue by creating more op-
portunities for community en-
gagement.
  I would host tele-townhalls 
and coffee meet and greets 
around the city, so Alexandri-
ans could share their ideas 
with me and other councilors 
at a local coffee shop, library 
or other meeting place. Not 
everyone has the luxury of 
coming to City Hall and wait-
ing hours to testify for two to 
three minutes. I would weigh 
the pros and cons, any avail-
able studies and community 
input before supporting major 
development proposals. 

 Affordable housing Our city 
is an incredibly attractive place 
to live, and I am proud to call it 
home. However, too many peo-
ple cannot afford to live here. 
Alexandria has lost more than 
12,000 units affordable hous-
ing since 2000. For much of 
that time, current city councilors 
have been at the helm. That is 
absolutely unacceptable.
  There are actions city coun-
cil can and should take to 
increase the accessibility of 
housing. I plan to work with 
developers to negotiate in-
creased contributions toward 
he affordable housing trust 
fund, utilize zoning tools dur-
ing the development of small 
area plans, and explore other 
options that will lead to an 
increase in more affordable 
units in our city.
  As an Alexandrian, I don’t 
want to hear a neighbor say 
that they are moving out of 
our beautiful city because 
they can’t afford to live here 
any longer.

redella s. “del” 
pepper 

Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Homemaker, com-
munity activist, city councilor

 Top priority During this 
next term, city council needs 
to focus on diversifying the tax 
base, meeting the challenges 
of the expanding school popu-
lation and housing affordability.

 Debt Like many other resi-
dents, I am concerned about 
the city’s debt and its impact 
on our operating budget. Un-
fortunately, we have many ba-
sic infrastructure needs that 
have been deferred.
  Although to pay as we go is 

   John is: 
• A native Alexandrian
• A community servant
• A career educator
• A civil rights advocate

John Taylor Chapman,  
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• New Virginia Majority
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• Laborer’s international Union of North America  
 (LiUNA)
• Sierra Club
• Securing Alexandria’s Future
Most importantly, I hope to have your  
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appealing, there isn’t enough 
tax revenue to meet our urgent 
needs. We at least have been 
careful about the debt we have 
taken on. We have set for our-
selves a limit of 1.6 percent of 
our fair market real property 
value. That’s one of the lowest 
in this area. We are considered 
very conservative.
  The bond rating agencies 
of Moody’s and Standard & 
Poor’s assess our manage-
ment of city finances each time 
the city goes out to the bond 
market. For some time, we 
have been given an AAA/Aaa 
rating, meaning that we are do-
ing a good, sound job and that 
the debt limits we have set for 
ourselves are sustainable.

 Schools The expanding 
school population and the limit-

ed existing space in which to ac-
commodate the new students 
means that ACPS will need to 
enlarge existing schools or in-
crease the number of schools. 
Council and ACPS have been 
working together to ensure 
that adequate space is avail-
able. The ACPS long range edu-
cational facilities plan looks at 
each school building in the sys-
tem to assess the capacity and 
condition of each facility. As we 
do each small area plan, we 
evaluate the need for a future 
school site.
  During this term, a new Jef-
ferson-Houston School has 
been constructed, and plans 
are underway for a new Pat-
rick Henry. I have supported 
both undertakings.

 Potomac Yard Metro I  am 
a long time supporter of the 
Potomac Yard Metro station be-

cause I am convinced having it 
located at Potomac Yard allows 
us to maximize the economic 
development of the entire 
area. The project will provide 
thousands of jobs and eventu-
ally bring in much needed new 
tax revenue.
  One of the best things about 
it is it removes thousands of 
cars from one of the most con-
gested roads in the city. The 
recent opening of the bus rapid 
transit route along U.S. Route 1 
also helps in reducing the traffic 
in this area.

 Business growth We need 
to identify and aggressively 
recruit businesses that are 
complementary to those we 
already have, and provide 
incentives for those most-de-
sired businesses to locate in 
Alexandria. During this term, 
we were able to bring the 

National Science Foundation 
and the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration to 
Eisenhower Avenue. Togeth-
er they will bring more than 
5,000 jobs to the city. The 
redevelopment of Landmark 
Mall and the Eisenhower Val-
ley, plus the build out of Po-
tomac Yard are other opportu-
nities for the city to expand its 
commercial tax base. Incen-
tives may be needed in the 
case of Landmark Mall.
  The city must be seen as 
business-friendly. We need to 
invest in improvements for our 
existing business districts — like 
better sidewalks, more land-
scaping, improved signage, bet-
ter transportation options, etc. 
We need to move forward on 
transit corridors B and C. We 
must continue to seek solutions 
to housing affordability so that 
our workers can live in the city.

 Resident engagement Bal- 
ancing the desires of neigh-
bors with the needs of the city 
at large can be challenging 
especially when a major devel-
opment project impacts the im-
mediate neighborhood. The Be-
auregard corridor plan and the 
waterfront plan come to mind.
  When a major project is be-
ing considered, every effort 
has to be made to share all 
aspects of the planning pro-
cess with both the developers 
and neighbors and to allow ev-
eryone ample opportunity for 
meaningful input. It is impor-
tant to listen carefully and ob-
jectively and to always look for 
a compromise and for issues 
that can be negotiated.
  Community meetings, online 
information and surveys, possi-
bly forming stakeholders advi-
sory groups, etc., are all neces-
sary components. If a project is 
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 ■  Democratic Mayoral Nominee Allison Silberberg returns campaign contributions from 
people she knows have development proposals before the Alexandria City Council.
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according to the Virginia Department of Elections. 
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to go forward, every effort must 
be made to reduce negative 
impacts, while adding benefits 
to the community.

 Affordable housing With few- 
er federal and state grants be-
ing available to assist with the 
city’s efforts in preserving or 
creating affordable and work-
force housing, we must turn 
to partnerships with nonprof-
its, churches and especially 
the development community. 
We often work with affordable 
housing developers who know 
how to obtain tax credits. For 
each new project approved, 
we encourage the developer to 
either set aside affordable and 
workforce units or make a vol-
untary payment into the hous-
ing trust fund.
  It is imperative that we con-
tinue to be innovative and cre-
ative, thinking out of the box, 
and using whatever tools are 
available to us. Only through 
a variety of actions, tailored to 
the particular circumstances of 
a parcel of land or development 
proposal, can we make inroads 
in solving what is proving to be 
a very difficult problem for all 
D.C.-area jurisdictions.

paul c. smedBerG
Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Director of  
Government Affairs and  
Advocacy, American  
Academy of Physical  
Medicine and Rehabilitation

 Top priority I believe that  
the next council must continue 

to assure that the fiscal sound-
ness and the sustainable bal-
ance of services addressing 
the health, safety, welfare and 
education of Alexandria resi-
dents remain viable. Without a 
strong fiduciary approach and 
stable, steady governance, the 
programs, initiatives and priori-
ties that we all hold dear and 
deem essential will no longer 
be a reality in the city. I would 
pay particular attention to core 
infrastructure projects and a 
citywide, comprehensive ap-
proach to transit and transpor-
tation initiatives. 

 Debt I sincerely believe that 
the current level and projec-
tions on the city’s debt are 
indeed sustainable. Our debt 
has risen in order to address 
severe infrastructure short-
comings that had been post-
poned for far too long. We have 
maintained a double AAA bond 
rating for many years, which is 
substantial evidence that our 
debt is reasonable, manage-
able and sustainable. One ad-
vantage of the city’s bond rate 
is that it allows us to borrow 
money at extremely favorable 
rates. City council — working 
closely with staff — has put in 
place new cash capital guide-
lines, policies and procedures 
to guide our debt financing. 
We have established budget 
reviews and measurement pro-
grams that evaluate the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of city 
government and its programs. 

 Schools Key to this, of 
course, is a strong partnership 
between the city and school 
administration in this process 
that ultimately benefits all. 
One example of this new spirit 
of cooperation and planning 
is the recent passage of the 
Long Range Educational Fa-
cilities Plan by city council and 
the school board. The plan pro-
vides a road map for address-
ing capacity issues. 

 Potomac Yard Metro I strong-
ly support the planned Po-
tomac Yard Metro station as a 
key component to the econom-
ic success of Potomac Yard 
and providing our residents, 
businesses and visitors an im-
portant transit option to com-
mercial centers around the 
Washington metropolitan area. 
Access to and from D.C. and 
other regional sites substanti-
ate the need for sound alterna-
tives to the current automobile 
gridlock on the U.S. Route 1 
corridor and throughout North-
ern Virginia.
  We must provide for and 
enable all viable options in or-
der to serve the residents of a 
growing area of Alexandria. The 
station will furthermore serve 
to enhance the commercial en-
terprises in the area as well as 
serve as a stimulus to further 
economic development at Po-
tomac Yard. 

 Business growth City coun-
cil must enable and encour-
age the expansion of current 
businesses and creation of 
new enterprises in the city. 
First, the streamlining of our 
process must be constantly 
and rigorously re-examined 
to assure ease of filing. Sec-
ondly, I support the continued 
funding of the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Partner-
ship and the Small Business 
Development Center in order 
that there is continued focus 
on attracting and securing 
new appropriate concerns to 
the city.
  Third, we must encourage 
commercial development in 
or around Metro stations and 
transit hubs. The advent of 
both NSF and TSA in the re-
cent past will be key factors 
in rebalancing the resident-to-
commercial tax ratio. Finally, 
I will support efforts to ad-
dress concerns expressed by 
all business groups that the 
lack of strong broadband in 

the city is a detrimental factor. 
I continue to urge that the city 
create substantial broadband 
service as a further stimulus 
to business development.

 Resident engagement The  
balance sought by current 
residents and neighbors of pro-
posed development begins with 
the small area plan process. 
Residents can and do submit 
their ideas, wants and input into 
a plan that becomes a guideline 
for the future development.
  The balancing of these de-
sires with the needs of the city 
falls first on the planning com-
mission and then on council. 
As a city councilor, I see this 
as a primary responsibility and 
I can only answer this subjec-
tively. Striking a balance be-
tween residential and business 
needs is simplified when resi-

dents buy in. This is achieved 
through careful planning and 
community meetings whereby 
the residents feel that their 
voices have been heard.
  I will continue to support and 
refine this process, work to ex-
pand opportunities for public 
dialogue and encourage de-
velopers to be attuned to the 
desires of the community. I 
acknowledge we still have work 
to do in our efforts to commu-
nicate the trade-offs and policy 
questions as it directly relates 
to redevelopment and develop-
ment projects. 

 Affordable housing There is
no doubt this is an overarching 
issue that affects the vitality of 
business as well as the cultural 
richness of Alexandria. No silver 
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bullet exists to solve this near 
crisis, but we can, as a council, 
set reasonable goals and tar-
gets for the preservation of af-
fordable housing stock.
  We can employ land use re-
strictions and proffers to devel-
opers to assist in addressing 
the issue. And we can continue 
to seek and support private, 
non-profit and regional efforts 
to provide housing opportuni-
ties. We must also pursue re-
gional efforts to address hous-
ing opportunities for all.

fernando Torrez 
Party affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Small business 
owner, Nanotech

 Top priority There are many
 priorities that need to be ad-
dressed but most require fund-
ing that is currently unavailable. 
Hence, the top priority for the 
city is expanding its commer-
cial tax base. This will require a 
conscientious effort to stream-
line the bureaucratic process 
that is inhibiting the growth of 
business in the city, which in-
clude but are not limited to per-
mitting, zoning and special use 
permits. These improvements 
will attract more small, mid-
size and large businesses to 
Alexandria, will create scalable 
employment opportunities and 
will, most importantly, result in 
less reliance on property taxes.

 Debt In their recent review 
of the city’s financial structure, 

both Moody’s and S&P called 
the city’s financial outlook 
“stable” and awarded the city 
with a AAA bond rating, which 
we must continue to preserve. 
However, there continues to be 
some concern that the reduc-
tion in federal spending due to 
sequestration will continue to 
negatively impact government 
contracting services, which will 
have a negative impact on the 
ability to collect revenue in all 
Northern Virginia jurisdictions.
  This could impact future 
bond ratings, increasing the 
cost of borrowing money. It 
is critical that the city’s man-
agers choose a path of pru-
dency in spending and work 
to expand the commercial tax 
base. As we look to future bud-
gets, it is important to be sure 
that the reserve fund contin-
ues to grow and that debt that 
is taken on is sustainable in 
the long term.
  As a small business owner, I 
have a conservative approach 
when it comes to spending, 
not all debt is bad, but too 
much debt can be detrimental 
and I don’t believe we are on 
the path to a sustainable bal-
anced budget.

 Schools My wife and I have 
recently become new parents 
and our daughter, Alexandra, 
will become a student in the 
Alexandria City Public School 
system in the next few years. 
Just like every parent, it is very 
important for us to provide our 
daughter the best education 
possible. ACPS’ challenges 
come in many forms, includ-
ing budget cuts, overcrowding 
and accreditation issues, as in 
the case of Jefferson-Houston 
School. From my perspec-
tive, the city needs to work to 
increase community aware-
ness, support creative instruc-
tors and administrators, and 
strengthen the relationship 
between city council and the 
school board.

  These steps are best accom-
plished by electing members to 
each body of governance that 
bring a new and diverse rep-
resentation. We can then look 
into its core: the teachers and 
school principals — those indi-
viduals that interact daily with 
our children and into whose 
hands we place the minds of 
our young. Their needs must 
be supported in order for them 
to achieve success.

 Potomac Yard Metro As a 
longtime member of the Alex-
andria Chamber of Commerce, 
I had an opportunity to make a 
recommendation as a board 
member of the government 
relations committee for the 
Potomac Yard Metro station. 
Although I preferred option A 
(vs. option B as approved by 
the board), I support elimi-
nating the Tier-II special tax 
district and finding an alterna-
tive means to fund the Metro 
construction. When elected to 
city council, I will work against 
any tax that targets a specific 
group of people. I will strive to 
work with other city councilors 
to create a balanced approach 
to fund the construction of 
the Metro station. This is yet 
another reason we need to 
expand our current commer-
cial tax base — so we have the 
funds available to help sup-
port projects such as this. 

 Business growth As a small 
business owner, I understand 
the dynamics of a well-man-
aged organization. As a city 
councilor, I will bring a business 
mindset that will focus on cre-
ating incentives for businesses 
that will, not only attract them 
to the city, but will incentivize 
them to stay. I addressed some 
of the permitting and zoning is-
sues above. We are competing 
with the surrounding jurisdic-
tions in attracting businesses 
and need to be sure that we 
are competitive in providing 

more attractive incentives than 
Arlington and Fairfax counties. 
As a military veteran, I believe 
that we should tap into our 
veteran community, which 
is currently 8 percent of our 
population, and work to incen-
tivize these “vetrepreneurs” to 
choose the city as the location 
for their businesses.

 Resident engagement  C o - 
mmunication between city 
council and the citizens is a 
critical step in striking this bal-
ance. As a case in point, this 
past summer I was part of the 
A-frame and digital signage 
ad-hoc committee which was 
assigned the task of consider-
ing the ‘sandwich boards’ that 
many small business display, 
as a marketing tool, on the 
sidewalks just in front of their 
stores. It was important for me 
to make sure that the commu-
nity at large understood this 
form of marketing helps attract 
customers and that not allow-
ing them will hurt our business 
community, which is already 
a small 28 percent of our tax 
base. By communicating this 
point at the several meetings 
of the committee, I was suc-
cessfully able to convince the 
committee of the importance 
of this marketing strategy. 
  Community engagement is 
of critical importance, both for 
council and Alexandria’s resi-
dential and business citizens. 
City council needs to provide 
ample opportunity for the 
citizens to become informed 
about any upcoming develop-
ment requests, to study the 
proposals, to share their con-
cerns and to come to a deci-
sion that best reflects the char-
acter of the city.

 Affordable housing I believe
that we must work with de-
velopers and come to an 
agreement for “up-zoning” 
along transit corridors as we 
invest in better public tran-

sit. This not only provides for 
more affordable housing, but 
also allows those with limited 
means to access public trans-
portation and not be reliant 
on an automobile, which adds 
to their budgetary challenges. 
The Potomac Yard Metro sta-
tion provides a good example. 
We can promote micro-units 
which are more affordable 
for entry-level professionals 
or perhaps smaller families. 
For those who cannot afford 
a home, incentivizing apart-
ment dwelling owners to offer 
affordable rents should also 
be a part of the strategy.

ToWnsend a. 
 “van” van fleeT

Party affiliation: Republican
Occupation: President, Van 
Fleet Associates, Inc.

 Top priority Putting our 
fiscal house in order. There 
has been an eight-year imbal-
ance between our revenues 
and expenditures, wherein 
we are spending considerably 
more than we are taking in. 
Obviously, this results in the 
city having to borrow more 
each year so that we are able 
to pay our bills while creating 
an even larger debt. Over the 
last 10 years, Alexandria has 
raised property taxes by 23 
cents on each $100 of as-
sessed property value, which 
is tantamount to balancing 
the books on the backs of 
the citizens. Also, current and 
future developments will not 
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necessarily increase the tax 
base, so we cannot count on 
better citizen services, lower 
taxes or reducing the debt. 
This dilemma must be re-
solved. 

 Debt Our debt has bal-
looned 300 percent in the 
past ten years, from $130 
million to $526 million. We 
have a yearly debt service of 
$66 million, which will jump to 
$80 million when the Potomac 
Yard Metro station is factored 
in. Needless to say, our AAA 
bond rating could be in jeop-
ardy, since we also have mas-
sive infrastructure costs pro-
jected for our schools and our 
combined sewer system. The 
current five-year projection 
estimates that the debt will 
increase an additional $128 
million, while raising taxes 
will add an additional 21 per-
cent by the year 2020, which 
is only sustainable if property 
values continue to increase. 
We are only a mild recession 
away from fiscal disaster.

 Schools One of the criti-
cal issues being addressed 
is student overcrowding, 
which can be partially solved 
through redistricting. Be-
cause the school system as 
a whole continues to grow an-
nually, it will require increas-
ing the size of the schools 
through both adaptive reuse, 
restoration and new con-
struction. We need to pro-
gram funds within the capital 
improvement plan over the 
next 10 years to accomplish 
this, while simultaneously 
attempting to address other 
school infrastructure needs. 

 Potomac Yard Metro I do 
not support this Metro sta-
tion, primarily due to a less 
than reliable projected fund-
ing stream. Alexandria has 
repeatedly stated that the Po-
tomac Yard Metro station will 

result in “no costs” to the gen-
eral fund, and that funding 
will come from developer con-
tributions, grants from region-
al, state and federal sources, 
special tax district revenues, 
and new tax revenues gen-
erated from the overall de-
velopment. However, this 
isn’t the case, since Virginia 
has agreed to only loan (not 
grant) Alexandria $50 million 
(adding to the debt), and the 
developer’s $70 million con-
tribution is “iffy,” since he has 
backpedaled on the promised 
contribution level.
  Also, residents and/or com-
mercial interests located in 
the two special tax zones 
within Potomac Yard will be as-
sessed 10 to 20 percent more 
on their property taxes, which 
is likely to be overturned due 
to its patent unfairness. Alex-
andria will also have to float 
approximately $150 million 
in bonds. Needless to say, the 
overall funding is suspect and 
this project needs to go no fur-
ther until resolved. In the in-
terim, Metroway is running the 
Bus Rapid Transportation sys-
tem from the Braddock Road 
Metro station to Crystal City.

 Business growth The cur-
rent commercial vacancy rate 
is 13.5 percent now that the 
TSA has agreed to occupy 
Victory Center, but we should 
lower that rate to zero. Like-
wise, we need to attract other 
large companies or organiza-
tions similar to Marriott and 
the FBI to move into Alexan-
dria, while insuring that large 
companies and organizations 
wish to remain here. The pre-
ponderance of local business-
es are small, so we need to 
insure that small businesses 
grow and produce increased 
revenues, which adds to our 
tax base.
  This requires a business cli-
mate that is favorable to small 
businesses. Although Alexan-

dria has tried to make permit-
ting easier, it still takes a small 
business more than a year to 
open, even after it has received 
its special use permit. We also 
need to tie into our local aca-
demic institutions. For example, 
George Mason University has 
already nurtured several cyber-
security companies, and also 
recently opened an institute for 
biomedical innovation. More-
over, a health sciences research 
facility is underway. 

 Resident engagement Cur- 
rently, the needs of the city 
seem to run counter to the 
needs of the citizens, which 
is not a satisfactory situation. 
The city needs to make a good 
case for its large-scale projects, 
and ensure that (a) there is 
some buy-in from the citizens, 
(b) developments are compat-
ible with the neighborhood, (c) 
public amenities are offered to 
make the projects more palat-
able, and (d) development pays 
for itself so that infrastructure, 
public safety assets, and edu-
cation are not afterthoughts. 
A public referendum on large 
scale projects would go a long 
way to solve the dissatisfaction 
felt by many of citizens.

 Affordable housing The 
Washington Housing Leaders 
Group’s recent study points 
out that four strategies need 
to be addressed regarding the 
growing need for affordable 
housing. They are “increas-
ing the sources of capital for 
construction of affordable 
housing, increasing the avail-
ability of land for such hous-
ing, reducing the cost of de-
velopment, and generating 
political will.” This is indeed 
a regional issue, and more 
attention needs to be paid to 
those individuals making less 
than 60 percent of the median 
income insuring that our po-
lice, firefighters, teachers and 
food preparers and others can 

live close to where they work. 
We have reduced the afford-
able housing stock in Alexan-
dria drastically over the past 
10 years, and we not taken 
steps to adequately reverse 
this decline. This trend needs 
to be reversed immediately. 
The city should be required to 
report on its efforts to improve 
this situation, and it should be 
held accountable for doing so.

JusTin Wilson

Party affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Director, infra-
structure program manage-
ment, National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation (Amtrak)

 Top priority Ensuring ev-
ery child has the opportunity 
for success is one of the most 
important obligations of Alex-

andria’s government. My pri-
mary focus will continue to be 
on readiness.
  Twenty percent of the stu-
dents that start kindergarten 
in Alexandria do so without 
the benefit of a pre-school 
experience. For most, that 
means they start off behind 
from day one. I was proud to 
lead city council in expanding 
the public-private partnership 
that provides Alexandria’s stu-
dents with early childhood ed-
ucation. But there is still more 
work to do. 
  The waiting lists for low-
income children in need of 
pre-school are far too long. We 
leave state money on the table 
each year. Alexandria must 
have universal early childhood 
education. It’s the most impor-
tant investment we can make 
in Alexandria’s future.

 Debt Alexandria has a mu-
nicipal balance sheet that is 
the envy of the region. Our 
debt level has grown as the 
city recently has played catch-
up following decades of de-
ferred capital investment. 
Our schools, roads, transit, 
sidewalks, sewers and parks 
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MARGARET
L   R B E R
FOR SCHOOL BOARD
L   R B E R

Margaret is a passionate and effective leader and advocate for children
– Dana Lawhorne, Sheriff of Alexandria

Margaret’s compassion, willingness to listen, and indefatigable commitment  
to solve students’ problems has made her a source of trust and admiration 

throughout the community. – Eileen Cassidy Rivera and Mimi Carter, former School Board Members

•  25 years of advocacy on behalf of Alexandria’s students and families 
•  A track record of innovation locally and nationally to support families 
 and enable students to learn
•  Deep knowledge of our community, our schools, and what works in education

VOTE FOR MARGARET LORBER IN DISTRICT B ON NOVEMBER 3.
Paid for by Lorber for School Board, Tim Gannon, Treasurer

MARGARET LORBER IS THE EDUCATIONAL LEADER 
OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS ON THE SCHOOL BOARD

suffered as maintenance was 
delayed and deferred. 
  Even with this new invest-
ment, Alexandria still has 
one of lowest levels of infra-
structure investment in the 
region, and one of the lowest 
levels of debt in the region.
  In spite of our strong fi-
nancial condition, I have 
worked to make our balance 
sheet even stronger. I suc-
cessfully proposed a new 
“cash capital” policy, which 
limits the growth of debt. I 
have worked to expand the 
city’s “rainy day” fund, and 
advanced debt reduction ini-
tiatives in nearly every year 
of my service. 
  We must continue our ef-
forts to protect both our fiscal 
and physical infrastructure.

 Schools Throughout our 
system, we are challenged 
by a physical plant that is ag-
ing and over capacity. I have 

helped lead the Long Range 
Educational Facilities Work 
Group along with the mayor 
and the chairwoman and vice 
chairman of the school board. 
I am proud that this city coun-
cil worked constructively to 
tackle this issue along with our 
school board, adopting new 
realistic enrollment estimates, 
a plan for capacity increases 
at the elementary level and 
providing the funding for a 
new Patrick Henry School, as 
well as capacity expansions 
throughout the system. 
  Next year, we will need to 
work to increase the capac-
ity of the T.C. Williams Minnie 
Howard campus and address 
middle and high school ca-
pacity challenges that now 
loom. Our children deserve 
learning environments equal 
to our academic expecta-
tions. I will continue to advo-
cate for investments in the 
educational infrastructure of 
our city. 

 Potomac Yard Metro Eco-
nomic investment in this region 
will happen in concert with 
transportation investments. 
There is no greater example 
of that truth than the Potomac 
Yard Metro station. I was proud 
to revive the long-dormant 
plans for the station. The city 
has dreamed of a Metro sta-
tion in Potomac Yard for 25 
years. We now have a site se-
lected, funding in place, and a 
coordinated plan with all of the 
affected landowners.
  We have a plan that calls 
on new state transportation 
funding, leverages the value 
of new development and the 
contributions of developers in 
Potomac Yard to fund the sta-
tion, without reliance on the 
city’s general fund. 
  The Metro station repre-
sents not only the city’s larg-
est transportation initiative 
to date, but also our largest 
environmental and economic 
development initiative. Suc-
cessful completion of this 

effort is the single most im-
portant way Alexandria can di-
versify our economy and ease 
the burden on our residential 
taxpayers.

 Business growth Busi-
nesses locate in Alexandria 
when there are similar suc-
cessful businesses already 
thriving in our community. It 
is a more focused approach, 
aimed at the strategic indus-
tries of Alexandria’s future 
that will be most successful. 
  I was proud of this coun-
cil’s successful attraction of 
the U.S. Transportation Se-
curity Administration and the 
National Science Founda-
tion to our city. But securing 
Alexandria’s financial future 
requires that we build an 
economy less dependent on 
federal spending.
  Early in this council term, 
along with fellow city councilors 
Tim Lovain and Paul Smedberg, 
we drafted the proposal to cre-
ate the business tax reform 
group. The result of this group 
was a set of recommendations 
that built on the recommenda-
tions of the mayor’s economic 
sustainability work group, and 
provide us with a roadmap for 
how to improve the business 
climate in our city. 
  Through smart tax policy, 
continued process reform and 
aggressive attraction and re-
tention efforts, Alexandria can 
lead the region’s recovery. 

 Resident engagement There 
need not always be tension be-
tween the needs of the city as 
a whole, and those neighbors 
most affected by develop-
ment proposals. I have been 
a strong supporter of the city’s 
small area planning process, 
whereby we actively engage 
residents in shaping the future 
of their community. 
  With good process struc-
tured to engage resident 
input early in the process, 

we can prevent most of the 
tension that can accom-
pany these efforts. We have 
the opportunity to expand 
the reach of our neighbor-
hood planning efforts to 
ensure that new voices are 
heard. Using technology we 
can help engage those that 
cannot frequently go to city 
meetings due to careers and 
parenting responsibilities. 
  Every planning effort will 
not always please all affect-
ed parties. We can ensure 
that residents are heard, re-
spected and acknowledged. 
In many cases, that can help 
defuse the conflict that can 
occur. 

 Affordable housing Real es-
tate value appreciation has 
led to the dramatic loss of 
market rate affordable hous-
ing units across our region 
and in Alexandria. Our goal 
must be to ensure a place for 
all in our community. 
  I have successfully worked 
to increase the expectations 
of the development communi-
ty for affordable housing. I’m 
proud to have supported the 
largest developer contribu-
tion to affordable housing in 
our city’s history. I’ve pushed 
to expand density bonuses 
and worked to more tightly 
regulate condo conversions. 
I’ve supported new public-
private partnerships to create 
affordable housing through-
out our city. 
  I’ve worked closely with the 
Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority as they work 
to redevelop existing public 
housing developments into new 
mixed-income communities.
  Our most effective tool for 
the creation and retention of 
affordable housing is the use 
of our land-use authority. I will 
to push for aggressive use of 
our authority to preserve af-
fordability in our city.
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JoHn r. “BoB” 
Wood

Party affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Senior manage-
ment, Armed Forces Com-
munication and Electronics 
Association

 Top priority Restoring bal- 
ance, confidence and trust 
in city government. All else is 
secondary. But, with balance, 
trust and confidence restored 
in city government, civic en-
gagement can be strength-
ened, constructive discussion 
and debate can be increased, 
and creative solutions can be 
found — to a host of problems 
brought about by accelerating 
changes in the economy, de-
mographics and dynamics of 
our city and our region.

 Debt Debt, when used 
wisely, is an appropriate tool 
in municipal spending to allow 
program financing, capital ex-
penditures and other key long 
term investments for public 
needs. But debt is obligating 
present and future taxpay-
ers and encumbering future 
choices. The accuracy of our 
assumptions underlying debt 
obligations must be reviewed 
constantly to understand the 
sustainable nature of that debt. 
The return on these invest-
ments must face government 
scrutiny and public review.
  Alexandria is, only now, adopt-
ing long range financial plan-
ning and for too long handled 
the budget process as yearly in-
ternal adjustments rather than 
a rigorous, long-term financial 
review of strategic goals, net 

results, and tough budget de-
cisions. Ultimately, it’s not the 
debt to Wall Street that worries 
me, it’s the debt to our neigh-
borhoods and Main Street that 
worries me in terms of deferred 
or inadequate spending on in-
frastructure repair or replace-
ment of all types. 

 Schools I actually see three 
issues facing our public schools:
  Serving the needs of a tran-
sient and extremely diverse 
student population while meet-
ing and advancing education 
standards for all students.
  Promoting excellence in ed-
ucation, across all functions, 
within available resources.
  Convincing citizens that 
their “return on investment” 
of tax revenues in public edu-
cation is not only sufficient 
but also increasing.
  Diversity in our schools is 
a driving demographic fact. 
Understanding student needs 
requires outreach, counseling 
and adaptable education pro-
grams. Celebrating excellence 
in education must match 
sports reporting in the press.
  The appearance and con-
dition of our facilities must 
reflect the city’s care and 
support for public education. 
Community contact, conspicu-
ous commitment and regular 
communications can affirm 
the value and quality of our 
schools. Ultimately, the per-
formance of our schools must 
be at least as important to the 
city and its residents as any 
bond rating or other accolade. 

 Potomac Yard Metro The 
Potomac Yard Metro station 
could certainly spur or support 
development. But it is currently 
a terrible investment for the 
city. The Metro system itself is 
riddled with mismanagement, 
safety flaws and infrastructure 
failures.  Ridership on Metro 
continues to drop. Alexandria 
can certainly expect what it 
pays in Metro subsidies to in-
crease as this system is res-
cued from itself.
  Developers in Potomac Yard 

and their investors see the 
risks and already are asking 
for reductions in their contribu-
tions. Citizens left with higher 
tax bills to pay for this plan are 
understandably balking as the 
city claims future benefits for 
all. The federal government 
must still approve provisions 
of an environmental impact 
statement that allow significant 
infringements of endangered 
wetlands. Council must ask for 
analysis using today’s realities, 
not earlier hopes and expec-
tations, before approving this 
plan for execution. There is a 
difference between taking risks 
versus gambling on our future.

 Business growth Build ex- 
cellence in our schools. Noth-
ing could strengthen our re-
gional competitive position 
more than success in this area.
  Address the backlog in in-
vestments in our city infrastruc-
ture — our communication net-
work, transportation routes, 
power grid, water and sewer 
systems and our schools.
  Reduce the business profes-

sional and occupational license 
tax rates over the next two years 
by at least one cent below Ar-
lington and Fairfax counties.
  Continue to selectively uti-
lize creative tax incentives and 
abatement strategies such as 
those granted for the National 
Science Foundation and the 
U.S. Transportation Security 
Administration.
  Increase funding to the Small 
Business Development Center 
to increase its on-the-street out-
reach to small businesses.
  Leverage and celebrate 
through chamber of commerce 
support and media attention 
our veteran owned, 8A and dis-
advantaged small businesses. 
  Create cross-sector busi-
ness roundtables to develop 
new and innovative ideas that 
support and promote busi-
ness in this city.
  Modify or eliminate unnec-
essary regulations and im-
pediments to business suc-
cess and growth

 Resident engagement De-
velopment is good for Alexan-

dria. It can rebalance the tax 
base, promote transportation 
options, and support expan-
sion of business and jobs. But, 
too often in our city, develop-
ment is out of place, out of 
scale, and out of touch with the 
community. 
  Shortfalls in our community 
infrastructure — our schools, 
roads, sewers, communications 
— are repeatedly discovered af-
ter construction, deferred or ig-
nored in budget calculation, or 
discounted by city government 
in their search for revenue to 
pay down escalating debts. 
The results are predictable — 
harm to our neighborhoods, 
reduction in our quality of life, 
and elimination of our historic 
fabric. The common sense so-
lution is to involve citizens ear-
lier in the planning process and 
address their concerns specifi-
cally. Also, be realistic with de-
velopers as they present their 
proposals and calculate both 
their benefits and costs. Ulti-
mately, rebuild trust between 

PARENT. TEACHER. LEADER.

VOTE FOR VERONICA ON NOV. 3RD!

PAID FOR BY VERONICA NOLAN FOR SCHOOL BOARD
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parties with more transparency 
and mutual respect.

 Affordable housing Most 
importantly, I would slow or 
stop tearing down the stock 
of affordable housing we have 
now. Our city government has 
eliminated or plans to eliminate 
more affordable housing than 
we can ever replace. For exam-
ple, in their approval of the Be-
auregard Small Area Plan, us-
ing 2010 as base year, this city 
council approved elimination of 
3,756 units by allowing rental 

rate increases and another 
1,882 by demolition. This rep-
resents a loss of 86 percent of 
affordable housing in the Beau-
regard area. I would next realize 
that affordable housing is most 
needed by our city’s emergency 
service personnel. Housing is 
a component of their income. 
Pay them more, subsidize their 
housing, or do both. Finally, 
through tax policy, I would in-
centivize creation or retention 
of affordable housing in both 
new and old development or 
conversion, particularly as it is 
rented to residents employed in 
all aspects of city services.
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Re-Elect
This November 3rd

Alexandria School Board

District B
School Board

√ Committed
educational  

professional
Proven record

+Led positive
changes in ACPS

+Hired successful
superintendent 

+Gov. appointed to
SOL Committee

+Decade of building
effective educational 

programs

www.KellyCarmichaelBooz.com

What is the biggest issue facing Alexandria City Public Schools 
over the next three-year term, and how would you address it?

Hal cardWell

Ward: District A
Occupation: Water resources 
engineer, Institute of Water 
Resources

  A top priority of the next 
school board will be redistrict-
ing and facilities — these are 
clearly intertwined issues. On 
redistricting, the district has 
engaged a third party and has 
set up a 35-member redis-
tricting review committee to 
provide a recommended op-
tion or options for new school 
attendance zones based on 
community feedback. With 
student enrollment projected 
to increase by three percent 
every year for the next five 
years, and most of the sys-
tems schools at or over ca-
pacity, this will be no easy 
task.
  My long history in Alexan-
dria and ACPS, both as a stu-
dent for 10 years, and a par-
ent for 11, combined with my 
background in collaborative 
processes and systems engi-
neering should contribute to 
making progress on these is-
sues.

William e. “Bill” 
campBell

Ward: District A
Occupation: Mechanical  
engineer, U.S. Department 
of Defense
  Easily the biggest issue re-
mains what I call the “readi-
ness” or “preparation” gap. 
This gap affects Alexandria’s 
students before they enroll in 
our schools and when they age 
or graduate out of our system. 
Too many of our students enter 
ACPS ill-prepared, sometimes 
both emotionally and intellectu-
ally. This lack of readiness then 
manifests itself in achievement 
gaps, disproportionate suspen-
sions and continuous interven-
tion requirements.
  Sadly, as ACPS has struggled 
historically with the necessary 
interventions, we have con-
tinued to send students into 
the world unprepared to be 
self-supporting and positively 
contributing adults. Therefore, 
improving the outcomes for 
our children with disabilities, 
English language learners and 
students receiving free and 
reduced lunches remains the 
biggest issue. Executing a plan 
to add capacity at all levels is 
also a critical issue, because 
if this is not adequately ad-
dressed, it has the potential to 
negatively affect the achieve-
ment of all of our students.

voTer Guide FROM | 29

Karen a. Graf

Ward: District A
Occupation: Not employed

   The next school board will 
need to deal with population 
growth while maintaining 
excellence in the ACPS aca-
demic offerings. After serv-
ing on the Educational Long 
Range Planning Committee, 
I learned that the growth in 
the schools will not level off 
until 2030 and that we are 
short of classrooms already.
  Perhaps a past council 
and board could have made 
prudent plans a decade ago, 
but we are now in a situa-
tion where we have to make 
rapid decisions in the coming 
years. I see a solution for pre-
school, secondary and the 
K-12 school capacity issues 
that would bring academic 
excellence while being fis-
cally practical. We are going 
to need to closely partner 
in those solutions with city 
council. In the next three 
years, I am excited to work 
with the next council and 
board to continue building a 
strong school division.Authorized and paid for by 

friends of Kelly Carmichael Booz
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What is the biggest issue facing Alexandria City Public Schools over the next three-year term, and how would you address it?

KellY carmicHael 
Booz

Ward: District B 
Occupation: Partnership 
development lead for Share-
MyLesson.com, American 
Federation of Teachers

  Capacity is a real issue in 
Alexandria. Our student popu-
lation is growing at a rate of 
4.3 percent every year and 
more families are remaining 
with ACPS in middle and high 
school. As it stands, our cur-
rent seventh graders will not 
fit in Minnie Howard when they 
reach the ninth grade. 
  As a board, we changed 
our philosophy on capacity 
projects and recommended a 
10-year plan that addresses 
student growth and our aging 
buildings. Our old schools re-
quire repair and the previous 
patchwork approach to fixing 
issues is not sustainable, nor 
is it a good use of tax dollars. 
The new approach takes a 
school offline every couple 
years to upgrade it, modern-
ize it and add capacity to the 
building.
  If I am re-elected, I will work 
with the school board, city 
council and community to 
ensure that we secure space 
and quality educational facili-
ties for our current and future 
students. 

mimi Goff

Ward: District B 
Occupation: Store manager

  While qualified teachers 
and support staff are impor-
tant, ultimately the budget is 
the source for all academic 
success. The budget sup-
ports salaries and benefits 
for teachers and their sup-
port staff. A properly allocated 
budget also provides for safe, 
clean and functional school 
infrastructure, which would in-
clude smaller classes to help 
close the achievement gap 
and provide a positive learning 
environment. Pay increases to 
retain qualified teachers are 
also necessary in order to pre-
vent teacher turnover. 
  In this financially challenged 
climate, the city council needs 
to streamline and prioritize the 
most important asset in Alex-
andria for the city’s continued 
growth: the public schools. 
The city council must come up 
with the money now, not wait 
until 2020.

cindY anderson

Ward: District B 
Occupation: Business owner

  Capacity and infrastruc-
ture issues will need to be 
addressed during the next 
term. I will advocate for col-
laboration between the city 
and ACPS to inventory all pos-
sible school sites and then, 
with the help of community 
members, determine which 
available sites would be best 
utilized for new schools. We 
need to move beyond talk-
ing about possible sites and 
make a formal plan that in-
cludes transferring control of 
the sites to ACPS so they will 
be preserved.  
  In addition to identifying 
new schools sites it is impor-
tant that work continue to up-
date and/or replace existing 
facilities in order to provide 
the appropriate educational 
facilities for our students and 
to minimize the maintenance 
costs associated with our 
older, outdated schools. For 
budgetary and other reasons 
this will be a long process but 
we need to continue to make 
it a priority.

34-year resident of Alexandria; children Alex andJodie attended and thrived in the Alexandria City Public 
Schools, from kindergarten through graduation from TC 
Williams;

MargaretLorberforAlexandriaSchoolboard

MARGARETL   R B E R
FOR SCHOOL BOARD

Paid for by Lorber for School Board, Tim Gannon, Treasurer.

I am grateful for the wonderful education that my own two 
children received in our schools and for the opportunity I have 
had to support students and families in my years working at 
ACPS. I’m ready to use the knowledge and experience I’ve 
gained to tackle some of the big issues our schools face. 

ABOUT MARGARET

Nationally respected advocate for students and families, 
from school breakfast to parental empowerment in the 
infant-toddler disability program;Led the Alexandria non-profit organization Bienvenidos 
to create the Building Better Futures program, enabling 
hundreds of students to gain the skills and confidence to 
become the first in their families to attend college;  For the past 9 years, served as parent liaison for the 
English Language Learner Program of the Alexandria 
City Public Schools, assuring that families new to our 
country have the resources and training to help their 
children learn.

marGareT lorBer

Ward: District B 
Occupation: Not provided

  The biggest issue our 
schools face is providing the 
learning environment that 
enables our students to suc-
ceed in a strong academic 
program. That environment 
includes schools that are in 
good repair and with suffi-
cient space to accommodate 
all students; teachers with the 
supports essential to respond 
to the needs of our diverse 
student population, and par-
ents who feel welcomed and 
empowered so they can help 
their children succeed.
  To create this environment, 
I would place a high priority 
on the physical plant, includ-
ing developing a long overdue 
plan to address the capac-
ity crisis in our secondary 
schools — and couple that 
with engagement of the com-
munity to develop support 
for the financing essential to 
the plan. I would also fight 
for good pay, solid classroom 
support and mentoring for 
teachers. And finally, I would 
press for expanded outreach 
to families so they can be-
come effective advocates for 
their children. 

veronica nolan

Ward: District B
Occupation: Adjunct professor, 
Trinity University

  ACPS is on an upward trajec-
tory as shown in our recent test 
scores and T.C. Williams’ re-
accreditation. However, we are 
at a pivotal crossroads where, 
in order to launch towards the 
next phase, we will need to 
strengthen our infrastructure, 
support our leadership and so-
lidify our academic offerings. In 
order to actualize this opportu-
nity ACPS will need to ensure it 
has the proper board leadership 
in place that will support the su-
perintendent and all ACPS staff 
to see through its critical top pri-
orities.
  These include: modernize 
its facilities, prepare for in-
creased enrollment, solidify 
programming for unique stu-
dent needs as well as support 
and retain top human capital 
talent. Moreover, the board 
will need to focus on imple-
menting the strategic plan 
by reviewing the benchmarks 
and outcomes of these goals. 
I am excited about the oppor-
tunities that lie ahead and 
believe my unique blend of 
20 years of experiences as a 
teacher, nonprofit CEO, board 
member and current ACPS 
parent can be of value during 
this next critical phase.
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What is the biggest issue facing Alexandria City Public Schools over the next three-year term, and how would you address it?

ramee GenTrY

Ward: District C 
Occupation: Not provided

  The redistricting process 
underway can address some 
of the urgent overcrowding 
issues, especially in my West 
End district where the prob-
lem is acute, but it will not 
completely solve the over-
crowding at our schools. We 
need a school board and city 
council that will work together 
to present a unified vision for 
capacity building projects.
  Alexandria’s citizens need 
to feel confident that such 
projects proceed in a way 
that is financially sound and 
recognize the concerns of 
the neighborhoods affected. 
We also need to build on the 
momentum we have seen in 
academic achievement, by 
insisting on timely, data-driv-
en reports on programs and 
policies.
  Finally, we need to un-
derstand that recruiting 
and retaining high quality 
teachers and administration 
saves us money in the long 
run, and helps ensure suc-
cessful schools. I am eager 
for the opportunity to be an 
advocate for and facilitate 
communication between our 
community and our schools

paT HenniG

Ward: District C
Occupation: Controller, The 
Council on Competitiveness

  At the present time, I be-
lieve that our biggest issue 
will be an expanding school 
population as the develop-
ments approved by city coun-
cil come to pass. These addi-
tional students again will put 
a strain on ACPS to provide 
the best quality education 
possible. We must provide 
learning environments that 
are completely conducive to 
student success, along with 
the professional and support 
staff to sustain success.
  Addressing this issue must 
be done in concert with city 
council, which approves the 
developments. They have 
to accept that their actions 
also have an impact on the 
schools, and the quality of 
education.

cHris leWis

Ward: District C
Occupation: Vice president 
of government affairs, Public 
Knowledge, a public-interest tech 
policy nonprofit organization

  Our community must rally 
behind the academic progress 
already happening. For exam-
ple, I’m proud of the Patrick 
Henry turnaround where the 
principal, parents and I worked 
to create a positive learning 
community. 
  We must do more to close 
achievement gaps at every 
school irrespective of accredita-
tion, especially among students 
with disabilities. Individualized 
data and ICAPs were important, 
but must be used effectively. 
We must improve supports 
targeted to individual student 
needs and support teachers 
and counselors by maintaining 
small class sizes and low coun-
selor/student ratios. 
  On overcrowding, I led the ef-
fort to maintain capacity-build-
ing projects marked for cuts in 
past budgets and advocated 
for redistricting as soon as pos-
sible. Redistricting is hard but 
necessary to balance enroll-
ment growth across the city. Re-
districting and capacity building 
can work, but it requires a com-
munity and city council commit-
ment to fund it.

it a priority.

ronnie campBell

Ward: District C
Occupation: 30-year USPS 
employee

  The biggest issue facing 
ACPS over the next three years 
has to be our rapidly increasing 
enrollment. In the next three to 
four years, we will be over ca-
pacity in most of our schools. 
We have grown at a rate of four 
percent per year for the past 
several years. Capacity issues 
can directly impact the quality 
of student instruction.
  I would address this issue 
by continuing to work to imple-
ment additional classrooms. 
We have added classrooms 
at James K. Polk and Charles 
Barrett elementary schools, 
with plans for additional class-
rooms to follow. I will continue 
to vote and advocate for ad-
ditions to schools as needed. 
With increased enrollment 
and additional classrooms, 
we will need to hire addition-
al quality teachers and, as a 
board member, I will advocate 
to get the teachers needed to 
support our students.
  The current redistricting ef-
fort, and the decision to build 
a new pre K-8 school at Patrick 
Henry will help us adjust pro-
grams and enrollment so that 
we have appropriate instruc-
tional space in all schools.

daria dillard

Ward: District C
Occupation: Teacher

  The biggest issue fac-
ing Alexandria City Public 
Schools over the next three 
years is ensuring our stu-
dents are receiving an edu-
cation that will support them 
being lifelong learners, not 
just great test takers. In or-
der to create lifelong learn-
ers, we will have to facilitate 
learning that is discovered 
and mastered by students; 
use art to inspire and cap-
ture students’ imagination, 
and use technology as tools 
and bridges and languages 
as a primary education core 
competency. 
  As a school board member, 
my top priority will be to en-
sure all Alexandria students 
can attain achievement and 
become lifelong learners. I 
would address this by mak-
ing sure the teachers, who 
are in the classrooms with 
our students and are at the 
helm of facilitating our life-
long learners, have every-
thing they possibly need.
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october 22

ALEXANDRIA SURRENDERS 
TO THE BRITISH Should Alexan-
dria’s leaders have summarily sur-
rendered to the approaching British 
flotilla near the end of the War of 
1812?  Come prepared to express 
and defend your opinion. Reserva-
tions required.
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: John Strongbow’s Tavern, 
710 King St.
Information: 703-329-3075 or 
herald@medievalmadness.com

14TH ANNUAL PRESCHOOL 
FAIR The MOMS Club of Alexandria 
Northeast welcomes you to visit with 
representatives from many area 
preschools and find the perfect 
educational opportunity for your child. 
All parents and children and welcome 
and admission is free.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to noon
Location: First Baptist Church, 2932 
King St.
Information: momspreschoolfair@
gmail.com

october 23-24

ANNUAL PUMPKIN HUNT 
Alexandria’s ghosts and goblins will 
fill the Lee-Fendall House garden 
with hundreds of colorful toy-filled 
Halloween pumpkins for local children 
to discover. Other activities include 
crafts, refreshments, spooky stories 
and a costume parade.
Time: Friday 5:30 p.m., Saturday 
1:30, 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

october 24

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city 
archaeologists and students from 
the George Washington University 
field school screen excavate soil 
from a real dig on the grounds of the 
George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial. Tickets cost $5 per person, 
reservations required.

Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial, 101 Cal-
lahan Drive
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

ORGAN CONCERT An organ con-
cert by organist David Brock, a signed 
artist with A.W. Tonegold Records. 
Music will be by Handel, Pachelbel, 
Bach, Roeckelein and Mendelssohn 
amongst others. A reception will fol-
low the concert.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Information: 703-549-3312 or 
news@stpaulsalexandria.com

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY WALK-
ING TOUR Explore firefighting during 
the Union occupation on the “We’ve 
Been Burned: Alexandria Firefighters 
During the Civil War” tour. Partici-
pants learn about volunteer firefight-
ing during the Civil War.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
friendshipfirehouse.net

ALEXANDRIA INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL The city will partner with 
various groups to present a festival 
featuring foods, vendors and enter-
tainment from different countries.
Time: Noon to 7 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-5592

LE TOUR D’ALEXANDRIA LI-
BRARY Alexandria Library hosts its 
third annual bicycle tour of all library 
locations. Bring your bike and join 
library staff for a leisurely two-hour 
loop starting and ending at Beatley 
Central. Registration is required at 
www.bit.ly/alexlibrarybiketour.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Charles E. Beatley, Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1754 or ader-
ome@alexandria.lib.va.us

october 25

DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PA-
RADE Don your best Halloween 
costume and march in the 19th 
annual Del Ray Halloween Parade. 
Awards will be given for best pet cos-
tume, best decorated business, best 
decorated home, and best decorated 
stroller.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon and Com-
monwealth avenues
Information: www.visitdelray.com

MAD SCIENCE Explore where real 
science and mad science collide in 
this 45-minute tour that features his-
toric medicines with surprising side 
effects. Upstairs, meet the museum’s 
very own mad scientist while she 
brings to life some crazy concoctions 
and explores the science behind 
them. Tickets required.
Time: 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-

ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

october 26

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID TRAINING (1 OF 
2) The first of two sessions in which 
adults can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free, but space is 

limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA The pro-
gram “Alexandria Schools: Bursting at 
the Seams” discusses how modern-
ization and redistricting options can 
address aging infrastructure and 
overcrowding with the least cost and 

disruption for students and families. 
Speakers include Superintendent Al-
vin Crawley, Abby Raphael and Arthur 
E. Peabody Jr.
Time: Reception 6:15 p.m., buffet 
dinner 6:45 p.m., program 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or  
info@agendaalexandria.org

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE calendar | 40
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 Goff will be joined at the 
game by Maroon head coach 
Panos Voulgaris, who will 
coach the East’s running 
backs and said his lineman 
deserves the recognition.
 “Joe, since the day he’s 
arrived here, has never taken 
a day off,” Voulgaris said at 
the ceremony to present Goff 
with an honorary jersey. “Ev-
ery single day since the day 
he arrived here at Episcopal, 
he has never missed a prac-
tice. He has started every sin-
gle football game and he sets 
a great example for all those 
that are on his team, younger 
students that play football 
and his classmates.”
 Goff was surprised when 
Voulgaris told him earlier 
this year that he had been 
selected, with the Marine 
Corps having partnered with 
a third-party recruiting com-
pany to select players while 
also accepting nominations 

from players and coaches.
 “I know a lot of people 
always talk about being an 
All-American, and at first 
I didn’t really know what it 
was, but I started playing 
football and realized what it 
was, and when Coach told me 
about it I was like, ‘Wow, I’m 
an All-American,’” Goff said 
in an interview. “It’s a crazy 
feeling. While my work feels 
like it’s paid off, it’s also 
pushing me to work harder 
and see what other goals 
and accomplishments I can 
achieve if I keep working as 
hard as I have and keeping up 
the work.”
 The lineman said he is 
most excited to match up 
against players from across 
the country, especially as it 
will be his last football game 
before college.
 “The aspect I’m looking 
forward to is definitely test-
ing my skills against some 

of the best in the country 
and seeing where I match 
up, training with them and 
seeing where I can improve 
my game and help them im-
prove their game and seeing 
the brotherhood that comes 
out of it,” Goff said. “That’s 
one of my favorite aspects of 
football, having the sense of 
brotherhood that comes as a 
team.”
 Off the field, Goff is an 
honor roll student and partic-
ipated in a spring break com-
munity service trip to the Do-
minican Republic, something 
he said would not have been 
possible without Episcopal.
 “[The trip] was something 
I was interested in because 
I’ve always wanted to travel 
and help out in foreign plac-
es,” Goff said. “We got down 
there, and it was probably 
the best trip I’ve ever taken, 

sporTs

Navy commit selected to 
U.S. Marine Corps’ Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl
BY cHris Teale

 At the start of his fresh-
man year of high school in 
his hometown of Framing-
ham, Mass., Joe Goff was 
somewhat reluctant to play 
football even with the en-
couragement of his brother 
Donny, preferring hockey 
and sometimes going so far 
as to hide from football prac-
tice sessions.
 But Goff soon realized 
his size was an asset in the 
sport, and since arriving at 
Episcopal as a sophomore 
he has gone from strength to 

strength. Having committed 
to the U.S. Naval Academy, 
the defensive tackle earned 
an individual accolade as he 
was selected for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps’ Semper Fidelis 
All-American Bowl.
 Now in its fifth year, the 
game brings together around 
90 of the best high school 
football players, who play in 
an East vs. West format at 
the StubHub Center in Car-
son, Calif., on January 3 in 
a nationally televised game. 
Players are selected not just 
for their prowess on the foot-
ball field, but also for their 
academic achievements and 
leadership qualities.

PHOTO/CHrIs Teale
Joe Goff poses with some of his Episcopal teammates holding his game jersey for the U.S. Marine Corps’ 
Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. The senior defensive tackle will join 90 of the top high school football 
players from around the country in the January game.

Episcopal senior Joe Goff earns 
national football recognition

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2015 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

3 sessions for $99*
Limited Time Offer

NO EXCUSES, NO APOLOGIES, JUST
PRIVATE TRAINING WITH RESULTS.
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 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of 
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least 
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to 
one pass redemption during any one-year period. 

 
YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
(703) 838-8085  www.ymcadc.org 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

helping out the kids. We ac-
tually built a youth center out 
of plastic bottles and cement; 
it helps not break down from 
earthquakes. I was interested 
in going to help out and being 
able to go to a foreign coun-
try and expand my horizons.”
 A wide range of colleges 
recruited Goff. But after 
also considering the U.S. Air 
Force Academy and West 
Point among others, he chose 
Navy for the culture and the 
opportunity to serve.
 “The Naval Academy has 
such a great aspect not just in 
the school but in the football 
team,” he said. “The coaches 
really talk about the strength 
of having to work for the 
Navy and also to play Navy 
football, and I really feel 
like I have some attributes 
they can use. I’m just really 
excited to serve my country 
and play some good football, 
that’s what I’m looking for-

ward to the most in college.”
 After graduating, Goff 
will be required to serve a 
minimum of five years as 
either an ensign in the U.S. 
Navy or a second lieutenant 

in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
depending on his preference. 
He relishes that opportunity, 
and the chance to get an edu-
cation that will help him be-
yond the football field.
 “When football’s over, 
if I have an education that 
doesn’t really help me out, 
it’s not really beneficial,” 

Goff said. “But going to the 
Naval Academy, I’ll have 
a job coming out of college 
and being in the Navy, I’ll 
have the great work ethic, 
and if I want to continue 
with it I can continue with 
it or I can use my degree for 
something else.”
 It promises to be quite 

the end to Goff’s high school 
football career, with these 
opportunities being some-
thing of a surprise to him.
 “This sport is way more 
than a game to me, it’s a life-
changer,” he said. “The game 
of football has presented me 
with many opportunities, in-
cluding this great honor.”
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Velocity will be helping the Alexandria City 
“Local Motion”by installing FREE bike lights 

velocitycoop.org 

Lights for Bikes

Learn more:

on Oct. 28 from 
4:30 to 7:30 pm

at the 
Braddock

 Metro Station

Bring in this ad for $15 off a tune up, reg $75
 2111 Mt Vernon Ave.| 703-549-1108

Must have bike with you               to receive free light.  

“Local Motion”by installing FREE bike lights 
on Oct. 28 from 
4:30 to 7:30 pm

at the 
Braddock

 Metro Station

Bring in this ad for $15 off a tune up, reg $75

Must have bike with you               to receive free light.  

PHOTO/CHrIs Teale

Joe Goff stands with Maroon head 
coach Panos Voulgaris holding a 
commemorative game ball for the 
U.S. Marine Corps’ Semper Fidelis 
All-American Bowl. Goff is among 
roughly 90 players selected for the 
game, while Voulgaris will coach 
the East’s running backs.
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Richmond’s renaissance
Virginia’s capital goes 
from historic to hip

BY Jordan WriGHT

 
     Richmond is getting a lot 
of ink from across the coun-
try as it blossoms into a de-
sirable destination for sea-
soned travelers. On a return 

flight from Ireland last month I 
was seated next to a young Ger-
man headed to Richmond for 
the nine-day UCI Road World 
Cycling Championships. He 
wasn’t a journalist, or even an 
athlete (for emphasis he patted 
his expansive belly), but this 
was his first trip to America 
and he was off to Virginia’s 
state capital for a world-class 
sporting event.
 Change comes quickly to a 
place when creative minds are 
firing on all cylinders. Rich-
mond’s renaissance began in 
fits and starts in the 1980s with 
the careful restoration of historic 
portside factories into airy lofts, 
galleries and restaurants. Today, 
young entrepreneurs have seized 
on the affordable rents for their 
fledgling businesses and the city 
has exploded with new life.
 Even the film industry is 
onto the stunning architecture of 

this historic city. Stephen Spiel-
berg’s epic drama “Lincoln” was 
shot here, as was the soon-to-be-
released PBS Civil War drama, 
“Mercy Street.” This is not your 
buttoned up southern city any-
more.
 Once seedy Broad Street is 
humming with new activity, 
in part due to the more than 
31,000 students attending Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, located in the heart of the 
city. And now formerly over-
looked neighborhoods like 
Church Hill are grabbing the 
spotlight. Across the city, the 
trend shows no sign of slow-
ing down as historic buildings 
are preserved and rehabbed 
into stunning contemporary 
living spaces. 
 New restaurants open every 
week — some doing tasty riffs 
on southern classics, others draw-
ing on exotic cuisines. Many pair 
their food with Virginia wines or 
any of the 13 Richmond-area mi-
crobreweries. Next year, Califor-
nia-based Stone Brewing Com-
pany will open its eastern U.S. 
brewery operations and World 
Bistro & Gardens along Gillies 
Creek in the historic Fulton Hill 
neighborhood.

GO EXPLORING 
 Maymont, a 19th century 

mansion and estate, offers 100 
lush acres of breathtaking gar-
dens, a nature center, and a Ro-
manesque Revival-style manor 
house chock-a-block with Victo-
riana reminiscent of the Gilded 
Age. Take time to stroll through 
Japanese, Italian and Victorian 
gardens or ride a horse-drawn 
carriage through magnolia-lined 
allées.
 Ranked No. 2 among Ameri-
ca’s Best Public Gardens, Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden fea-
tures themed gardens including 
the children’s garden, healing 
garden, rose garden and Victo-
rian garden and the South’s most 
magnificent domed conservato-
ry filled with hundreds of exotic 
specimens. Both are part of the 
Richmond Garden Trail, along 
with six other sites. 
 Along with more than 33,000 
works of art from around the 
world, the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts houses a collection of 
beautiful Fabergé jeweled eggs. 
“Rodin” arrives in late Novem-
ber with over 200 works from 
the Musée Rodin in Paris.
 The Virginia Historical So-
ciety features a fascinating and 
comprehensive collection of 
Virginia history from 16,000 
B.C. to the present. Opened this 
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PHOTO/jOrdan wrIgHT   

Designed by architect John Russell Pope, the Science Museum of Virginia 
currently features a new exhibit examining the role of robots and aliens in 
science fiction and pop culture.

PHOTO/jOrdan wrIgHT   
The gardens at Maymont, a 19th 
century mansion and estate, 
feature areas devoted to Italian, 
Japanese and Victorian-era 
landscaping.

richmondbrewerytours.com
richmondbrewerytours@gmail.com
804-404-BREW
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fireflourandfork.com

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!

•	Artisanal	Tasting	
Tent	

•	Vintage	Kitchen	
Market

•	Two	days	of	demos	
and	talks

•	Bartender	Battle

•	Collaborative	
dinners	with	
Richmond	and		
out-of-town	chefs

•	Signature	brunches

•	Halloween	Beaux	
Arts	Ball	at	The	
Jefferson	Hotel

•	FREE	Sunday	
Urban	State	Fair

RICHMOND, VA
A GATHERING FOR 

THE FOOD CURIOUS
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We are also known for 
affordable luxury, innovative 

dining and exceptional service 
that is uniquely Richmond. 

Plan your getaway around one 
of our exciting seasonal or 

special occasion packages by 
calling 804.788.8000 or visiting 

jeffersonhotel.com/packages.

SEE THE SIGHTS, THEN 

STAY IN ONE.

GeT ouT of ToWn
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month, “Dressing Downton: 
Changing Fashion for Chang-
ing Times” features 36 costumes 
from the popular series, “Down-
ton Abbey.”
 The Valentine Museum tells 
the story of Richmond’s early 
history including the women’s 
suffrage movement, the slave 
trade and civil rights. A current 
show, “Classical Allure: Rich-
mond Style,” features select 
gowns and artifacts from their 
costume and textile collection 
of more than 40,000 pieces, the 
largest of its kind in the South.
 Science is cool at the Sci-
ence Museum of Virginia. 
Housed in the grandiose for-
mer Broad Street Union Sta-
tion, designed by architect 
John Russell Pope in the neo-
classical style, the museum 
features interactive exhibits 
on space, health, electricity 
and the earth. A new exhibit, 
“Alien Worlds and Androids,” 
highlights early TV and film 
robots up to present day outer 

space heroes. Be sure to check 
out the 76-foot dome theatre — 
the largest screen in Virginia.
 Stroll Cary Street for cute 
shops: vintage clothing at By-
gones; gifts and more at Mongrel; 
and great consignment shops 
such as Ashby and Clementine.

TASTE THE TOWN
 For breakfast, visit Sub Rosa 
Wood Fired Bakery in Church 
Hill, where a brother-sister team, 
Evrim and Evin Dogu, use a 
German-made mill to grind or-
ganic flour to bake into their 
crusty breads, yummy cookies 

and rustic tarts served on eclec-
tic plates from Tree Hill Pottery 
in Richmond.
 If you’re looking for a 
brunch spot, Sunday Cham-
pagne Brunch at The Jefferson 
Hotel is prepared by Chef Pat-
rick Ehemann and served in the 

Rotunda lobby. It is the pinnacle 
of southern haute cuisine. Be 
sure to try the souffle-inspired 
spoon bread. Reservations are 
recommended.
 Tucked into a residential 
neighborhood, Stella’s serves 
modern Mediterranean and 
Greek dishes for lunch. The 
Savory Grain offers New 
American comfort food with a 
large selection of microbrews 
and craft beers, while Can Can 
Brasserie, a perennial favorite, 
serves French-inspired cuisine 
in Carytown.
 For drinks, the bar at Le-
maire, Saison Restaurant cum 
gastro pub, or The Roosevelt’s 
craft cocktails in a two-story red 
clapboard house are all great op-
tions. If you’re interested in go-
ing right to the source, check out 
Blue Bee Cider, Virginia’s only 
urban cidery in the Old Man-
chester district, the cool scene at 
Ardent Craft Ales, a brewery in 
the burgeoning Scott’s Addition 
neighborhood. Ardent’s standout 

PHOTO/jOrdan wrIgHT   
The Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden features stunning fountains and flora, as well as a domed conservatory 
filled with exotic specimens.
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at Home

SEE allium | 39

PHOTO/COlOrBlends
Alliums are tall enough to grow in the back of a flowerbed, but they’re spectacular front-of-the-border 
plants, too, and they make a big impression at the street. If you want curb appeal in spring, plant alliums. 
Pictured is the Gladiator variety.

 Built in 1985 by Guiseppe 
Cecchi and listed in the Smith-
sonian’s Great Addresses, 
Porto Vecchio stands perched 
gracefully above the shores of 
the Potomac River. Peppered 
with double windows, open 
and enclosed marble-floored 
balconies with ornate iron 
railings, the condominium’s 
design was inspired by a Med-
iterranean villa and designed 
to capture Old World elegance 
and grace. 
 On most days, ships and 
sailboats pass through the 
channel, adding to the tranquil 
setting. Adding to the scenery, 
herons and egrets can be seen 
flying and nesting. One might 
even spot a bald eagle.

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Perfect for the owner look-
ing for a waterfront lifestyle 
coupled with space and mod-
ern amenities, unit 721 has 
views of the river from every 
room. There are two master 

suites, three full bathrooms, 
a wood-burning fireplace, a 
balcony and a bonus den. 
 In addition to the condo 
the building features a large 
and beautiful party room with 

Home of THe WeeK

Mediterranean elegance along the Potomac

At a Glance:
Location: 1250 S. Washington St., #721
Alexandria, Va. 22314
Price: $1,200,000 

Size: 2,035 square feet 
Bedrooms: 2, plus a den
Bathrooms: 3
Parking: 2 spaces

Contact: Nancy Macklin, Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices PenFed Realty 703-836-1464 
or 703-819-8033 

A spacious living room with wood-burning fireplace. A dock to the river and a gathering place for picnics.

Plan now for 
allium season: It’s time to plant
BY marTY ross 
   Alliums burst into glori-
ous spheres of bloom in late 
spring, as jaunty and debonair 
as the season. Fall is the time 
to plant them by the dozens.
 Alliums are flashy blooms 
by any measure. Their globe-
shaped flower heads, covered 
with an uncountable number of 
tiny star-shaped blossoms, have 
tremendous impact in a garden.
 “They really add an ex-
clamation point,” says Chris-
tian Harper, a horticulturist 
at Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
in Madison, Wisconsin, who 
has been planting alliums in 

Olbrich’s flowerbeds for more 
than 20 years. “There is just 
something about those globes 
from a distance,” he says, 
“they appear to be floating, 
and they really pop.”
 The allium family of orna-
mental onions is dominated by 
great big blooms. Mail-order 
specialists offer the widest va-
riety, with a dozen or more dif-
ferent types in some catalogs. 
Garden shops often have a good 
selection of several different al-
liums, usually including Globe-
master, the biggest of them all, 

views of the swimming pool 
and the Potomac River. A 
limo is available for your trips 
to the city, National Airport 
and Metro. The eight-acre 
property also offers two ten-

nis courts, a well-equipped 
work-out room and two large 
parking spaces reserved for 
the owner. The 24-hour desk 
and concierge is manned by 
wonderfully helpful staff.

PHOTOs/nanCy maCklIn
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which has 10-inch purple globes 
of sparkling flowers on stems up 
to three feet tall. Globemaster’s 
flowers last for a couple of glori-
ous weeks in the garden. After 
they bloom, the sturdy flower 
heads remain decorative for 
months — at this point, they’re 
tawny, not purple, but there’s 
simply nothing else in the gar-
den world quite like these big 
round balls, and they hold their 
own while the roses and daylil-
ies come along.
 Besides Globemaster, there 
are purple alliums with some-
what smaller orbs of blooms, 
white-flowering alliums, alli-
ums with looser heads of pink 
flowers, and sunny yellow al-
liums only about 10 inches tall. 
Garden designers prize them 
all for their great beauty and for 
their ability to bridge the season. 
Like a burst of fireworks at the 
end of spring, alliums lead the 
parade of summer flowers like 
a tall drum major at the head of 
a marching band. The earliest-
blooming types loom above 
spring’s last tulips, and the latest 
to bloom open with the roses.
 Have fun with them. “I 
have a favorite, and it is Allium 
schubertii,” says Barbara Katz, 
a garden designer in Washing-
ton, D.C. “It’s like a constella-
tion.” Allium schubertii is an 
atypical allium, growing on 
stems only about 18 inches tall. 
The globe of blooms, on the 
other hand, is about 12 inches 
in diameter. Individual flower 
stems are of several different 
lengths: The effect is distinctly 
starlike, twinkling madly.
 Katz also plants “a ton of 
Purple Sensation” alliums in 
her own and clients’ gardens. 
The dark purple blooms stand 
about 30 inches tall. “I mix it 
with hostas, and it looks like 
the hostas are flowering,” Katz 
says. “I plant it around hydran-
geas. It’s fun.”
 Katz and other designers 
purposely plant alliums among 
perennial flowers and shrubs 
because the strappy allium fo-
liage is usually fading when 
its flowers come into bloom. 

A lively garden covers up the 
tired leaves, so you can admire 
the spectacular flowers all the 
better.
 Purple Sensation allium 
is well-known for more than 
its great flowers: Among tall 
purple alliums, it is the great-
est bargain. You can buy 25 
bulbs for less than $20. Globe-
master bulbs often cost $5 or 
more apiece. Ambassador, a tall 
purple allium with flower heads 
about six inches in diameter, 
is another expensive one, with 
bulbs at about $6 apiece.
 They’re all worth the invest-
ment. Alliums are known for 
their ability to persist in a gar-
den for years. “They’re easy 
and long-living, almost like pe-
rennial plants,” says Jacqueline 
van der Kloet, a Dutch garden 
designer whose deft hand with 
flower bulbs and perennials has 
led to international garden proj-
ects, including some at Battery 
Park in New York City and Mil-
lennium Park in Chicago. (Both 
are collaborations with the natu-
ralistic Dutch garden designer 
Piet Oudolf.)
 Van der Kloet included 
Purple Sensation and the 
drumstick allium, A. sphaero-
cephalon in her bulb plantings 
at the Lurie garden in Chi-
cago. She especially loves the 
smaller alliums, including the 
white-blooming bride’s onion 
(A. neapolitanum), which is 

allium      FROM | 38 sometimes used in bridal bou-
quets. Good plants to include 
with all alliums are “plants 
that are rather modest,” she 
says, “so the alliums will add 
just that touch of extra that 
makes the combination per-
fect.” She suggests planting 
them with ornamental grasses, 
gaura, lavenders, catmint and 

cranesbill geraniums.
 To take full advantage of 
the whole allium season, plant 
species and varieties that will 
bloom over a long time. Plant 
them in clusters of three or five 
bulbs, scattered here and there 
in flowerbeds. Planted this 
way, “it really looks like quite a 
lot is going on,” says Christian 

Curless of Colorblends, a mail-
order bulb specialty company 
that offers 11 different alliums 
in its catalog. Curless says that 
he, like many garden designers, 
“think of alliums as a little bit 
‘in-between season’ plants,” 
but it’s time to change that. 
They create a season all their 
own, and share it graciously.

PHOTO/COlOrBlends

Little Allium moly has two-inch 
flower heads with a splash of 
yellow blooms. They’re great in 
a lawn or flower meadow, where 
turf will keep them from spreading 
too much. Their blooms sparkle in 
spring sunshine..
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october 27

TREE SELECTION AND CARE 
The Alexandria Beautification Com-
mission in partnership with Virginia 
Cooperative Extension welcomes 
Kirsten Buhls, extension agent 
for Alexandria, to speak about the 
benefits of native trees, planting trees 
to reduce your energy costs and rei-
magining your back yard as a shady 
sanctuary amongst other topics.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-228-6414 or 
mgarlalex@gmail.com

october 28

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which adults 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Regis-
tration is free, but space is limited to 
20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs
MODERN JAZZ CONCERT In 
celebration of the release of their new 
album, The Daniel Bennett Group 
performs its mix of jazz, folk and 
minimalism.
Time: 7 p.m.

Location: Duncan Branch Library, 
2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1781

october 29-nov 12

TREATY OF GHENT BALL 
DANCE CLASS In preparation for 
the Treaty of Ghent Ball on Novem-
ber 14, learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert dance 
instructors. Classes cost $12 each or 
$30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.shop.alexan-
driava.gov

october 30-31

POE IN ALEXANDRIA Actor David 
Keltz portrays one of Edgar Allan 
Poe’s 19th century speaking engage-
ments, including literary criticism, 
short stories, poetry and musings.
Time: 8 to 9:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

october 30

HALLOWEEN CANINE CRUISE 
The Potomac Riverboat Company 
invites guests with to cruise around 
the Potomac River with their dogs 
on this 60-minute ride, set to some 
classic Halloween tunes. Halloween 
treats will be provided, as well as a 
photographer to capture the festivi-
ties. Tickets cost $16 for adults, $10 
for children and dogs ride free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Alexandria City Marina, 1 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
potomacriverboatco.com

november 1

ALL SAINTS’ DAY EVENSONG 
Grant Hellmers, organist-choirmaster 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, will 
direct the choir in an All Saints’ Sun-
day choral evensong. Candles will be 
available to light in memory of loved 
ones. Donations and non-perishable 
foods will be accepted for St. Paul’s 
Lazarus Ministry, raising hope for 

those in need.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Information: 703-549-3312 or 
grant@stpaulsalexandria.com

november 6-8

ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL 
A yearly celebration of film, present-
ing short and feature length films 
of all genres from emerging and 
established, local and international 
filmmakers. All ticketed events will be 
held at the AMC Hoffman Theater 22, 
with Beatley Central Library offering 
free programs to the public.
Time: Various
Location: AMC Hoffman 22 Theater, 
206 Swamp Fox Road; Charles Beat-
ley Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: www.alexandriafilm.org

november 6

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to for swimming and 
fun for all ages. Pool games include 
beach ball relays, water basketball, 
diving for prizes and fun on the “Aqua 
Challenge” floating obstacle course. 
Participate in swimming skill assess-
ments for youth, learn pool safety tips 
and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or ralph.
baird@alexandriava.gov

november 7

SOLDIER-LED TOURS OF 
FORT WARD Tour the historic fort 
with an interpreter who will portray 
a Civil War veteran returning to Fort 
Ward and reminiscing about his 
army experience in the Defenses 
of Washington. Program is weather 
dependent.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 West Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

DOCENT-LED TOURS OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
MUSEUM Take an in-depth guided 

tour of the Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum and learn about the company’s 
firefighting procedures and equip-
ment, as well as the different roles 
the organization played in serving the 
community.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
friendshipfirehouse.net

november 8

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Hear President 
James Madison discuss the events 
of 1815, as they unfolded in his time. 
Madeira, port and other libations 
will be available for purchase at the 
event. Reservations recommended.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

november 12

VOLUNTEER AWARDS CEL-
EBRATION The 21st annual Vol-
unteers are the Heart of Alexandria 
celebration, hosted by Volunteer 
Alexandria. The event will honor the 
area’s outstanding volunteers and 
celebrate Volunteer Alexandria’s 35 
years of service to the community. 
Tickets cost $20.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: www.volunteeralexan-
dria.org

november 12-15

FALL BOOK SALE The Friends of 
the Beatley Central Library will hold 
their fall book sale. All items are $3 
or less, unless specially marked, with 
hardbacks, paperbacks, kids’ books 
and audio-visual items available.
Time: Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun-
day 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG    
(202) 467-4600    

Tickets are also available at the Box Office.  
Groups call (202) 416-8400.

Performances for Young Audiences  
is made possible by 

Can two friends break away from the city to live their dreams?
Oct. 30–Nov. 8 | Family Theater | Age 13+

WORLD PREMIERE KENNEDY CENTER COMMISSION 
Based on the novel by Walter Dean Myers

Adapted by Caleen Sinnette Jennings | Directed by Eleanor Holdridge

Laughing Stock                                                      10/24 - 11/14

Marjorie Taub, a middle-aged Upper 
West Side doctor’s wife, is devoted to 
mornings at the Whitney, afternoons at 
the Museum of Modern 
Art and evenings at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. Plunged into a 
mid-life crisis of Medea- 
like proportions, she’s 
shaken out of her leth- 
argy by the reappear- 
ance of a fascinating and 
somewhat mysterious 
childhood friend. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early!
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GERELI MARBLE & GRANITE

Best Prices
Guaranteed

CUSTOM DESIGN
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors
• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & Commercial

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079
Licensed & Insured • 703.339.0300  •  Fax: 703.339.0400 •  www.gereli.com

Free

Estimates
FreeSink &Install
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november 14

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND 
CRAFT FAIR The third annual craft 
fair and pancake breakfast at First 
Christian Church. Proceeds from the 
craft fair, which features local crafters 
and artists selling homemade items, 
will support the church’s local out-
reach ministries, including assistance 
for families and schoolchildren in 
need. Proceeds from the pancake 
breakfast will support the Hunger 
Free Alexandria initiative.
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: First Christian Church, 
2723 King St.
Information: 703-549-3911

TREATY OF GHENT BANQUET 
AND BALL Enjoy a period-inspired 
banquet and program in Triplett’s Ho-
tel with President & Mrs. Madison as 
well as members of his cabinet. Then 
move to the ballroom for a festive 
evening of dancing. Black tie or 1815 
attire encouraged.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

ST. RITA SCHOOL ANNUAL 5K 
A 5K run or walk fundraiser for the 
school PTO to support school aca-
demics and athletics facilities.
Time: 8 to 10 a.m.

Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 703-864-9883, jpraba-
haran@gmail.com or www.strita5k.com

november 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY:  
PHARMACIES THEN AND NOW 

What exactly does a pharmacist do?  
Compare the job in the 1800s to 
today and the learn about some of 
the chemistry that makes their work 
possible.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-4242

beers include an autumn saison 
and the Sweet Potato and Sage 
ale. Check their calendar for 
open brew days.
 Choosing where to grab din-
ner is a tough call with so many 
quality restaurants vying for vis-
itors. Executive Chef Lee Greg-
ory concocts intricate fusion 
dishes at the sophisticated and 
hip Maple & Pine in the glam-
orous new Quirk hotel; Comfort 
features locally sourced meat 
and three with contemporary 
Southern cuisine from Rising 
Star-awarded chef Jason Alley; 
The Roosevelt offers three-time 
James Beard Award nominee 
David Dunlap’s snappy South-
ern fare; Mamma Zu cooks up 
old school Italian; and Perly’s is 
a serious Jewish deli.

STAY
 Luxuriate at the Jefferson 
Hotel; the queen of American 
Beaux Arts hotels, this opulent 
jewel of an historic hotel has cut 
the number of their rooms down, 
turning the remaining guest-
rooms into expansive suites. For 
the ultimate stay, book a grand 

premier suite, which features a 
lavishly appointed marble-tiled 
bathroom with a television invis-
ibly incorporated into the mirror, 
soaking tub and separate dress-
ing room.
 The new kid on the block is 
Quirk Hotel and Gallery. Re-
cently opened and lovingly re-
stored, this boutique hotel had 
a former life as a swanky de-
partment store. Sip handcrafted 
cocktails on the rooftop terrace.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 October 28 through Novem-
ber 1: Enjoy Fire, Flour and 
Fork, a four-day culinary gath-
ering with tours, special dinners 
and classes taught by local chefs, 
cookbook authors, culinary his-
torians and beverage experts. A 
foodie’s dream.
  On November 13 from 7 p.m. 
until midnight, revel in InLight 
Richmond. Organized by 1708 
Gallery, enjoy a free, public ex-
hibition of light-based art and 
performances to be held at the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. 
Watch the Community Lantern 
Parade along with performances, 
sculpture, video, and interactive 

projects that illuminate path-
ways, walls, sidewalks, green 
spaces, trees, benches, building 
facades and more, in and around 
the VMFA campus. 
 November 27 to January 11, 
2016: The nightly holiday extrav-
aganza Dominion GardenFest of 
Lights: H2Whoa at Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden features more 
than half a million twinkling 
lights, hand-crafted botanical 
decorations, model trains, holi-
day dinners, firepit with s’mores, 
hot chocolate and more. This 
year’s “H2Whoa” theme show-
cases water in all its forms.
 Experience a dazzling 30-
acre light and botanical display 
of magical, whimsical water 
events. Stroll through twinkling 
“rain storms” as crystal rain-
drops and fluffy storm clouds 
float overhead while you mar-
vel at a thunderstorm of lights. 
In the conservatory, you’ll see a 
wintry wonderland, rainstorms 
and rainbows and even a tropical 
rainforest. 

 For more information on 
upcoming events go to www.

visitrichmondva.com.

Turning Back Time 

IRON CODE #46

Website Design
& Development

Hosting
& Maintenance

Online
Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com
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- Over 600 vacation homes in all price ranges!
  - Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nags Head, and
     Southern Shores to Corolla
  - Fall Weeks... Still feels like summer - Discounts!!!

This week in 2008: 
After years of service, Gilmore reaches for the 
next level – “This year’s race for the U.S. Senate features 
two former governors of Virginia. But as Republican Jim Gilm-
ore is quick to point out, even though Democrat Mark Warner 
succeeded him in office, the two have little in common. Gilm-
ore says that his record as governor, commitment to individual 
liberty and his personal integrity make him the best choice for 
voters in November.”
Council agrees to outline of independent inquiry 
“City council agreed to terms Tuesday outlining the scope of the 
independent inquiry to be performed by city staff in reaction to 
the ethanol transfer facility that began operations in April on the 
West End. The Norfolk Southern facility transferred the highly 
flammable chemical without the knowledge of the city’s nearby 
residents or upper echelon of officials, and the public’s safety was 
at risk for several weeks before the fire department obtained the 
equipment and training necessary to combat a potential spill of 
explosion.”
The accidental activist – “Josh Kornbluth’s senior thesis 
was late. Twenty-eight years late to be exact. The would-be 1980 
Princeton graduate simply never found a topic that he was pas-
sionate enough about, but that changed after the U.S. presiden-
tial election of 2004, when, as Kornbluth says, ‘My guy didn’t win.’”
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our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

 The year 2015 will be remembered politically as one of an-
ger and discontent with the status quo, both nationally and lo-
cally in Alexandria.
 In the presidential race, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) has 
tapped into populist sentiment on the liberal side of the Dem-
ocratic party, drawing some of the largest, most enthusiastic 
crowds. On the Republican side, bombastic billionaire Don-
ald Trump inexplicably continues to lead the polls. While we 
think it’s unlikely that either man could wind up president of 
the United States, their ongoing popularity reflects broad dis-
satisfaction with politics as usual. 
 In June, Alexandrians showed their unhappiness with busi-
ness as usual, when 12-year incumbent Mayor Bill Euille lost 
the Democratic primary. Fully 65 percent of primary partici-
pants voted against granting Euille a fifth term. Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg, widely viewed as a change agent, emerged 
victorious from the three-way contest that also included former 
Mayor Kerry Donley by 312 votes.
 Whether Alexandrians will continue this change march 
when they head to the polls on November 3 to vote for mayor, 
city council and school board is the question everyone is asking 
— yet no one can answer.
 As always, the Alexandria Times feels it is part of our man-
date to weigh in on these races. These decisions were extremely 
difficult. All 11 candidates for council, all 13 for school board, 
plus Silberberg as the Democratic nominee and Euille as a de-
clared, unaffiliated write-in candidate, have many positive at-
tributes. All could reasonably be expected to serve capably in 
the posts for which they are competing. 
 But voters can only choose one candidate for mayor, six for 
city council and three per district for school board. We consid-
ered the relative merits of each candidate before arriving at our 
endorsements. Candidates filled out questionnaires, made state-
ments in public appearances, debates and campaign literature, 
and incumbents are known to us through their voting record.
 The team we recommend is a blend of old and new. We 
believe that many in Alexandria are dissatisfied with the sta-
tus quo, and it therefore would be a mistake to re-elect all 
incumbents. But we also think our elected leaders have done 
a lot of things right, and it would be a mistake to throw ev-
eryone out and start with an entirely new team. Institutional 
knowledge matters and many incumbents have real accom-
plishments to their credit. Diversity also matters, not just of 
ethnicity and gender but also of thought and political affili-
ation. Alexandria is not well served by having a council and 
mayor all of one party.
 Below are our choices.
 In the mayoral race, we believe that Vice Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, by virtue of her hard fought and honestly won vic-

Alexandria Times 
endorses local 
candidates

Your views

Elections offer a chance at 
two-party democracy
To the editor:
 In a few weeks, Al-
exandrians will have the 
opportunity to return to 
a two-party democracy 
with the November 3 city 
council elections. Why an 
all-Democratic city coun-
cil now governs us lies in 
the hands of city council-
ors Justin Wilson and Tim 
Lovain, who lost their 
council seats in May 2009 
to Republicans Frank Fan-
non and Alicia Hughes.
 Within five days of 
the 2009 election, Wilson 
set forth a docket item to 
move the subsequent elec-
tion from May 2012 to 
November 2012 to coin-
cide with the presidential 
election. This allowed the 

local Democrats to ride 
the coattails of the presi-
dential race. After much 
debate at a June 2009 pub-
lic hearing, the two lame 
duck city councilors had a 
plan in place to get back 
on the body. In November 
2012, the two incumbent 
Republican city council-
ors were defeated at the 
polls.
 In a few weeks, the 
engaged, active and con-
cerned Alexandrians will 
have a chance to return a 
two-party system of gov-
ernment to our city. For the 
last three years of one-par-
ty rule, the voices of Al-
exandrians have not been 
heard. Residents should 
reflect on what the current 

city council promised and 
what was delivered.
 Did they seek public 
engagement prior to mak-
ing decisions on issues 
impacting the city and 
citizens? Think about the 
infrastructure issues of 
the city — roads, sewage, 
bridges, parking, afford-
able housing, taxes, fire, 
transportation and police 
services, quality of life 
and standard of living — 
have there been improve-
ments in these areas? 
 We need a two-party 
council to bring balance 
to the management of our 
city to ensure all Alexan-
drians’ voices are heard.

- Randall McDonald
Alexandria
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To the editor:
 I had the pleasure 
of serving with Ronnie 
Campbell on the Alexan-
dria City School Board 
from 2006 through 2009. 
During that time, we 
worked together on a va-
riety of issues, including 
the need to address the 
growing achievement 
gap, particularly among 
children of color and 
from other diverse back-
grounds.
 Campbell under-
stands the importance of 
speaking out for policies 
and programs to help our 

city’s most in need chil-
dren. In fact, she spear-
headed the reinstitution 
of the summer program 
for grades three through 
eight for students in 
need of educational sup-
port throughout the year. 
During her tenure, she 
has pushed hard to re-
cruit teachers early to 
ensure ACPS has the 
best, brightest and most 
committed teachers.
 She continually sup-
ports competitive com-
pensation for our teach-
ers and staff. By far, 
Campbell is the most 

experienced member of 
the school board. Her 
tireless service to our 
schools over the past 
nine years makes her an 
important asset to our 
community. She knows 
what does and doesn’t 
work. Most importantly, 
she puts the needs of all 
children above every-
thing else.
 Let’s make sure 
Ronnie Campbell is re-
elected to the city school 
board.

- Eileen Cassidy Rivera
Former Alexandria City 

School Board member

To the editor:
 Alexandria is a well-
governed city where I’ve 
been proud to live for the 
past 30 years. A major rea-
son our city is such a good 
place to live is the strong 
leadership of our two past 
mayors, Kerry Donley from 
1996 to 2003 and Bill Euille 
from 2003 to the present.
 Unfortunately, in the 
recent primary election 
for mayor, these two 
good candidates split 
their support, allowing a 
less qualified person to 
eke out a win to become 
the Democratic candi-
date by only 312 votes.
 Euille grew up in Al-

exandria, graduated from 
its schools, began a busi-
ness here and has the city 
at heart. Before becoming 
mayor, he had previous 
experience as a member 
of the city school board, as 
a member of city council 
and as a successful busi-
nessman. He has the expe-
rience and dedication we 
need in our mayor.
 As our current mayor, 
Euille has given leader-
ship to good schools and 
moved to increase the 
tax base through new 
construction in Potomac 
Yard, the Eisenhower 
Valley and on the West 
End. The city’s finances 

are sound and its credit 
ratings are good. Euille 
has supported affordable 
housing, good schools 
and the needs of our el-
derly citizens.
 I have been a longtime 
advocate for our elderly 
citizens, especially those 
less fortunate, and Euille 
shares these values. On 
November 3, I will be 
writing in his name for 
mayor because of his re-
cord of good leadership 
in the past, and because of 
his lifelong commitment 
to making Alexandria a 
great city.

- Bill Harris
Alexandria

Re-elect Ronnie Campbell to the 
city school board

Euille deserves another term

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

 Over the years, this column has 
recommended resources that Alex-
andria small business owners can 
access to become more productive, 
make contacts or solve problems. 
We believe it is important to fo-
cus on one of those resources this 
month — the Small Business and 
Residential Facilitation Office of 
the city’s permit center. 
 Alexandria city government 
recognizes that obtaining permits 
— many of them man-
dated by state law and 
regulations — can be 
time consuming and con-
fusing to business own-
ers. Alexandria is one of 
the few jurisdictions that 
provides individual fa-
cilitation through these 
processes.
 Facilitators play many 
roles. They explain the process, 
from board hearings, building per-
mits and inspections, to receiving 
your certificate of occupancy and 
business license. They explain the 
steps required for your business 
and help you along the way.
 They also provide realistic 
timelines for your project based on 
the type of business and the extent 
of work proposed. These timelines, 
along with understanding the steps 
in the process, help businesses bud-
get and plan appropriately.
 Facilitators also identify and 
explain potential code require-
ments. Whether you are moving 
into a new space or renovating 
your existing property, they can 
review floor plans and identify 
critical issues. Some examples in-
clude requirements for additional 
bathrooms, additional ventilation, 
new or relocation of exit doors or 
a sprinkler system.
 Permit center facilitators can 
also determine if a registered de-
sign professional is required. Vir-
ginia law provides guidance for 
drawings that must have the sign 
and seal of a registered design 

professional. Based on your use, 
the building height and the size 
of your space, they can explain 
this requirement to entrepreneurs. 
The Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center strongly 
encourages businesses to work 
with experienced designers and 
contractors who are familiar with 
state rules and the City of Alex-
andria and can make referrals to 
these professionals as needed.

 Facilitators also act as 
your link to other city 
departments. Before you 
start your project or if 
revisions are requested, 
they can reach out to 
any departments to an-
swer specific questions 
and help you understand 
how the requirements of 
each agency impact each 

other. This clarifies expectations 
for plans prior to the development 
of design documents and can as-
sist in the response to revision re-
quests from the city.
 Most importantly, permit cen-
ter facilitators are available to help 
with any questions or problems. 
They can assist business owners if 
they have any concerns throughout 
the process or are unaware of the 
next steps to take to keep the proj-
ect moving forward. The facilita-
tors are Allison Cook and Maryia 
Lackansingh. They can be reached 
by emailing smallbusinessfacilita-
tion@alexandriava.gov or by vis-
iting the permit center at City Hall 
in Suite 4200.
 The city is dedicated to sup-
porting small businesses, and staff 
is glad to help your small business 
every step of the way. We are for-
tunate to do business in a city that 
is there to engage with you to solve 
problems, overcome obstacles and 
guide you along the way.

The writer is the executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

Receiving help from  
small business facilitators

Bill Reagan

To the editor:
 Recently, I saw an e-
mail asserting Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg is not 
a real Democrat or com-
petent to be mayor. Those 
contentions are baseless.
 Silberberg interned for 
U.S. Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy (D) while attending 
American University. She 

later worked for her home 
state’s U.S. Senator, Lloyd 
Bentsen (D-Texas), as his 
chief research assistant. 
 Silberberg ran as a 
Democrat in all three con-
tests she has won: prima-
ries in 2012 and 2015 and 
the 2012 general election, 
yet she is able to reach 
across party lines. 

 Her late mother man-
aged former Texas Gov. 
Ann Richards’ Dallas-
North campaign headquar-
ters. Richards appointed 
Mrs. Silberberg to a major 
state board in Texas. This 
is not the background of a 
crypto-Republican.

Silberberg is a lifelong Democrat
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tory in the Democratic pri-
mary, has earned the right to 
serve as Alexandria’s mayor 
for the next three years. She is 
uncontested on the ballot, as 
the Republicans did not field 
a candidate and no one went 
through the process to be on 
the ballot as an Independent. 
 But as all local political 
observers know, Silberberg 
is not the only candidate run-
ning for mayor. Incumbent 
Mayor Bill Euille, elected 
as a Democrat, decided not 
to concede the Democratic 
primary race and is waging 
a write-in effort, splitting the 
local party.
 Silberberg has the sup-
port of the Alexandria 
Democratic Committee and 
prominent elected officials 
such as U.S. Rep. Don Bey-
er (D-8), former Mayor and 
state Sen. Patsy Ticer and 
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne. On 
Euille’s side, many promi-
nent former Democrats are 
backing the write-in effort, 
including Donley, former 
City Councilor Lonnie Rich 
and Delegate Rob Krupicka 
(D-45), as is their right. But 
the Times will not endorse a 
write-in candidate for mayor 
over someone who has won a 
contested primary.
 In the city council race, 
there are 11 contenders with 
compelling personal stories 
and accomplishments — 
some in government, some 
in business and some in the 
armed services — to their 
credit. We believe that the 
following slate of old and 
new, Democrat and Repub-
lican, would best serve Al-
exandria for the next three 
years. The Times therefore 
endorses incumbent Demo-
crats Justin Wilson, John 
Chapman, Paul Smedberg 
and Tim Lovain. We also 
endorse Republican chal-
lengers Monique Miles and 
Bob Wood.

 Justin Wilson has been 
around too long to still be 
viewed as a young hotshot. 
He is a seasoned veteran 
with an impressive grasp of 
detail on virtually every is-
sue before council. Wilson 
uses his degree in informa-
tion systems from VCU in 
his day job as a systems en-
gineer for Amtrak. While his 
detailed knowledge on issues 
is impressive, he can at times 
appear arrogant when talking 
with those who disagree with 
him. Nonetheless, we believe 
that Wilson, a resident of Del 
Ray, is a vital city councilor 
who should retain his seat for 
the next three years.
 John Chapman showed 
the most growth of any city 
councilor over this past term. 
No one watching his debate 
performances would guess he 
is just finishing his first term, 
so complete is his mastery 
of the issues. Chapman is a 
strong proponent of afford-
able housing and an indepen-
dent thinker who has shown 
in some of his votes that he’s 
not afraid to stand against the 
majority position. Chapman 
is a native Alexandrian and 
a graduate of St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School and St. 
Olaf’s College. A career edu-
cator with Fairfax County 
Public Schools, he brings a 
valuable perspective to edu-
cation issues before council. 
He lives in Taylor Run.
 Paul Smedberg is the 
third incumbent whom we 
view as indispensable. Con-
ciliatory in tone and manner, 
he nonetheless expresses his 
opinions in a direct manner 
that can come across as blunt. 
Smedberg has teamed with 
Wilson to advocate stream-
lining processes and to look 
for savings in the budget. He 
was critical of the Alexandria 
Rehabilitation and Housing 
Authority’s stewardship of 
the Ramsay Homes hous-
ing project, built to house 
black workers during World 
War II, and was one of two 

councilors to vote against de-
molition. He also has been a 
tireless advocate for the city 
in discussions with Domin-
ion Virginia Power and the 
closure and redevelopment 
of the closed GenOn coal-
fired power plant. A native 
of Connecticut, Smedberg 
holds degrees in history and 
economics from Allegheny 
College and works as a lob-
byist for the American Acad-
emy of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, a trade 
group. He lives in Old Town.
 The fourth incumbent 
we endorse is Tim Lovain, 
though we do so with some 
reservations. Lovain is the 
only lawyer currently on 
council and a recognized ex-
pert in transportation issues, 
sure to be a prominent issue 
in Alexandria over the next 
three years. He holds de-
grees from the University of 
Chicago, Princeton and the 
University of Washington. 
A former officer in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, Lovain lives in 
North Ridge.
 But during this campaign, 
Lovain showed a troubling 
tendency to react angrily 
when other candidates chal-
lenged his record. While 
elections can be frustrating, 
city councilors need to be 
able to work collegially even 
with those who disagree. In 
endorsing Lovain, we are 
taking the position that trans-
portation and education ex-
pertise trumps temper.
 We also endorse newcom-
er Monique Miles, an im-
pressive young attorney who 
runs a law firm specializing 
in labor and employment is-
sues. She campaigned on a 
platform of civic engagement 
and government transpar-
ency. Miles is committed to 
curbing spending by the city. 
She spoke eloquently at one 
council debate on the topic 
of Confederate symbols and 
street names, saying that as a 
black American, the issue is 
personal to her but that the 

city’s money is better spent 
elsewhere.
 Some have criticized 
Miles for her tenure at the 
legal arm of a conservative 
advocacy group that helped 
write an Arizona immigration 
law that was later overturned 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Miles says she was not in-
volved with the controversial 
issue, but instead represented 
immigrants in a dispute with 
a multinational corporation. 
Miles holds degrees from the 
University of Virginia and 
Regent University. She lives 
in North Ridge.
 Finally, we endorse Bob 
Wood, a former U.S. Army 
lieutenant general who spent 
36 years in the military, in-
cluding as president of the 
Army Command and General 
Staff College. In his second 
campaign for council, Wood 
displays an impressive grasp 
of the issues facing Alexan-
dria. He has forcefully ar-
gued that poor planning de-
cisions have contributed to a 
debt problem in the city, and 
that the city suffers from a 
lack of leadership. He also 
served on the waterfront plan 
work group.
 It remains to be seen how 
effective the general would 
be at collaborating as one 
of seven votes on council, 
rather than giving orders to 
scurrying subordinates. But 
his intellect and leadership 
ability make him eminently 
qualified to serve on council. 
Wood is a 50-year Alexan-
dria resident who currently 
lives in Old Town, but pre-
viously resided on the West 
End and in Seminary Hill.
 Of the five candidates we 
did not endorse, the most dif-
ficult to exclude was prob-
ably the beloved Del Pepper, 
who tirelessly advocates for 
the West End and represents 
the city at civic functions. 
But we felt that given this 
year’s change tenor, 30 years 
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 To back the assertion on the 
vice mayor’s true partisan iden-
tity, the writer says her plurality 
is attributable to Republicans 
voting in the Democratic pri-
mary. Republicans voted for all 
three candidates. That writer’s 
bald assertion is just that.
 The other bald assertion is 
equally baseless. Our mayors 
have been a construction com-
pany owner in Euille, a banker 
in Kerry Donley; Patsy Ticer 
was a civic activist who went 
on to chair a powerful commit-
tee in the Virginia Senate. Jim 
Moran was a stockbroker and 
U.S. Senate Appropriations 
staffer who went to Congress, 
while Charles Beatley was an 
airline pilot.
 Silberberg was an aide to 
a powerful Democratic sena-
tor while he chaired the Sen-
ate Finance Committee. Since 
graduate school at UCLA, she 
launched and led a youth men-
toring program in Anacostia at 
the height of the crack wars. She 
was a community organizer be-
fore many realized it is a door to 
public office. She was appointed 
to our city’s economic oppor-
tunities commission, which she 
chaired before joining city coun-
cil. She is a published author and 
commentator.
 Silberberg is an accomplished 
professional. She is a civic activist 
like her exemplar Ticer, who calls 
her “a voice of reason.” I trust her 
judgment and integrity. U.S. Rep. 
Don Beyer (D-8), Alexandria 
Police Committee’s Local 5 and 
State Democratic Chair Susan 
Swecker all endorse her. Silber-
berg will continue to act wisely in 
serving the city she refers to as a 
trust, whose temporary trustees 
we all are.

- Michael Campilongo
Alexandria

SEE endorsemenT | 46
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from THe WeB

his interesting, turn-of-the 
century view of the rear 
facades of two of Alexan-

dria’s most significant historical 
landmarks traces the ups and 
downs of Alexandria’s economy 
from the mid-18th through the 
nineteenth centuries. The struc-
ture to the left is the old home 
of Scottish immigrant and 
town founder John Carlyle 
and his wife Sarah “Sally” 
Fairfax. 
 The home was an early 
love of George Washington 
and the notable beauty of one 
of Virginia’s finest families. 
The wealthy couple moved 
into the newly-completed 
dwelling on August 1, 1753 
and that very night their first 
son was born, causing John to 
boast “it’s a fine beginning” in a 
letter to his brother.
 For decades, the stone dwell-
ing, built on two of Alexandria’s 
most expensive lots just a stone’s 
throw from the market place and 
City Hall, stood out prominently 
from its North Fairfax Street 
neighbors, set back far from the 
street front with a large hipped-
roof and impressive stone 
quoins. It was here in 1755 that 
British General Edward Brad-
dock, Commander of His Maj-
esty’s Forces in North America, 
called together the governors 
of five American colonies for 
what Carlyle called “the Grand-
est Congress” to discuss mili-
tary and funding strategy for the 
French and Indian War. 
 By the 1840s, the grandness 
of Carlyle House had seen bet-
ter days, and the aging structure 
was ripe for redevelopment at 
Northern Virginia’s most im-

portant intersection of Fairfax 
and Cameron streets. In about 
1847, Prince Street furniture 
manufacturer James Green 
purchased the site and adjacent 
Bank of Alexandria building for 
a luxury hotel, commonly called 
Green’s Mansion House, seen 
on the right side of the image. 

 Green preserved the old Car-
lyle mansion and built the new 
hotel across its expansive front 
lawn, leaving the historic house 
well hidden behind the immense 
four story structure. Only the 
rear facade could still be seen 
clearly from the Cameron Street 
side. The Mansion House Hotel 
opened in 1848 and was soon rec-
ognized as one of the finest hos-
telries on the East Coast.
 During the Civil War, the 
huge hotel was confiscated by 
Union authorities and trans-
formed into the Mansion House 
Hospital, until 1864 the largest 
medical facility in Alexandria. 
An upcoming PBS television 
series, “Mercy Street,” will high-
light a fictionalized version of 
this hospital’s history, starting 
in January. Among the more in-
teresting amenities of the hotel-
turned-hospital was a dumb 
waiter in the building. Originally 
used to vertically transport food 

delicacies and starched linens 
between hotel floors, it was eas-
ily converted for use to transport 
wounded, stretcher-bound sol-
diers between floors as well. 
 After the war ended, Alexan-
dria struggled for years to regain 
its economic strength and ulti-
mately an attempt was made to 

renovate the hospital back 
into a luxury hotel with 
the new name of Braddock 
House, to re-brand the hotel 
with its early historical as-
sociations. Under the own-
ership of George Brown, 
in 1883 a full rehabilitation 
and refurnishing occurred, 
and the hotel billed itself as 
the “Largest and only First-
Class Hotel in the City.” 

Rooms were rented either by the 
night at $2 or by the week for 
up to $8, and were advertised to 
travelers passing through Alexan-
dria or on short-term business in 
Washington, D.C. 
 Interestingly, an advertise-
ment for the hotel during this pe-
riod includes a description of the 
magnificent view of the city of 
Washington as seen from the ho-
tel, and a brief history of the “old 
Colonial Stone House” that was 
even then toured by thousands 
of visitors annually. Although 
the Braddock House remained in 
business through the early years 
of the 20th century, the broken 
windows and ill-kept landscaping 
at the rear of the buildings suggest 
that even by 1900 when this im-
age was taken, Alexandria’s eco-
nomic fortunes had not improved.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic  

Alexandria.

T
A hotel important in peace and war

WestEndVoter writes:
 Well, I was planning to 
write-in Euille until I read this. 
I don’t care for [Allison] Silber-
berg’s anti-development stance, 
although I appreciate her desire 
to ensure appropriate architec-
ture … [and] her distaste for 
public funding of environmental 
or other boondoggles like the 
Capital Bikeshare expansion.
    But the gibberish about “af-
fordable housing” is pushing 
me over the edge. In my hum-
ble opinion, affordable housing 
expansion is one of the biggest 
problems facing Alexandria be-
cause it has ripple effects in all 
other areas.
    Forcing developer set-asides 
drives up costs and slows devel-
opment; including too much of it 
in a neighborhood or given proj-
ect makes that an undesirable 
living place for those who actu-
ally pay full price and full taxes 
and depresses property values of 
other surrounding areas.
 It puts a burden on the 
schools in that area … it puts 
an increased burden on public 
transportation and other such 
services in the area since afford-
able housing folks also use pub-
lic transportation more ... and on 
and on.
    But more broadly, I am sick 
of my property taxes going up 
to cover housing for others who 
don’t pay property taxes but ab-
sorb more than their fair share 
of city services. If Silberberg is 
better on that than Euille, I am 
willing to overlook her other re-
ally wrong-headed positions, as 
much as I dislike them.

In response to 
“Krupicka: Why I 
support Euille’s write-in 
bid,” October 15
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AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS – October 18, 2015

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Gray Auctions Co. VA#1104 “Consignment & Estate Auction” 
This Auction will have Consignment items from all over Virginia & the con-
tents of 2+ Estates.  Items include:  Antique Dishware & Furniture, Coins, 
Collectibles, Estate Guns, Farm Equipment, Housewares, Lawnmowers, 
Tools, Vehicles, & much more.  Sat. Oct. 31, 2015 @ 9:00 A.M Gray Auc-
tions Yard 14089 Robinson Rd., Stony Creek, VA 23882 For pictures and 
info visit: www.graycoservices.com If you are interested in selling in the 
auction call Joe Gray at 804-943-3506. 

Sealed Bid Auction: Three home sites in the Greenbrier Sporting Club 
(White Sulphur Springs, WV), the elite community whose members enjoy 
access to all the amenities of the famous Greenbrier. Bids due November 
3, 2015 by 4:00 PM. 10% Buyer’s Premium.   Visit woltz.com or contact 
agent Russell Seneff (WVAL #1775).  Woltz & Associates, Inc.  Real Es-
tate Brokers & Auctioneers. 800-551-3588.

AUCTION: BID ON-SITE & ONLINE GEO. RAPER & SON CO. DOWN-
SIZING. Excavators, Wheel Loaders, Trucks, Support Equipment & Much 
More! 10/27 @ 9 AM – Elizabeth City, NC 804-232-3300x.4 www.mot-
leys.com/industrial, NCAL #5914 

ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Reach 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia! Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions in Virginia Newspapers for one low cost 
of $300 with a 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane Long at 
804-521-7585, adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services). 

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement avail-
able at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST Year! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Freder-
icksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/Win-
chester 800-454-1400. 

67 Driver Trainees Needed! No CDL? No Problem – We Train. Be Job 
ready in as little as 20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131. 

Harris Trucking Co. Balance Job Security & Quality Home Time. Region-
al/OTR.Home Weekly. Paid Orientation Up to .45 + Per Diem. Call 1-800-
929-5003; Apply www.harristrucking.com 

AVERITT EXPRESS Experienced Driver. Start Pay is 40 to 46 CPM + 
Fuel Bonus! (Depending on Domicile). Get Home EVERY Week + Excellent 
Benefits. CDL-A req. Recent Tractor Trailer School Grads Welcome. Call 
Today: 888-602-7440 OR Apply @ AverittDrivers.com EOE/AA including 
Veterans and Disabled. 

NEED CDL DRIVERS??? Reach Over 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia.  AD-
VERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER JOBS in Virginia Newspapers for one low 
cost of $300 with your 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane 
Long at 804-521-7585, adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services.) 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. 

SERVICES  
DIVORCE –Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome 
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
SUMMER BLOWOUT STEEL BUILDINGS Homes, Garages & Work-
shops, Lowest Prices and LOW Monthly Payment on remaining cancelled 
orders 16x20, 20x30, 25x30, 30x40, 42x60. 1-800-991-9251 Heather 

last Week’s solution:

on council is probably long 
enough. We also were im-
pressed with newcomer Wil-
lie Bailey, a Fairfax County 
firefighter making his first 
run for public office. If Bai-
ley does not win election this 
year, we encourage him to re-
main engaged and run again 
in 2018.
 Fernando Torrez has 
terrific credentials, as a for-
mer member of the U.S. Air 
Force and a current small 
business owner. His back-
ground would bring a fresh 
perspective to council. But 
Torrez displayed a clear lack 
of knowledge about crucial 
issues facing Alexandria. We 
encourage him to serve on 
boards, learn the issues and 
try again. And though he is 
experienced and knowledge-
able, we believe Townsend 
“Van” Van Fleet’s combat-
ive style would make him an 
ineffective council member.
 Finally, Phil Cefaratti’s 
campaign left us a bit baf-
fled. He is smart and speaks 
well on many issues, but his 
choice of Alexandria City 
Public Schools as his primary 
issue seemed tone deaf given 
the clear improvement ACPS 
has shown under Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley.

 In the school board cam-
paign, decisions are slightly 
easier by virtue of the fact that 
the candidates in District A are 
running unopposed. Incumbent 
Bill Campbell, current board 
chairwoman Karen Graf and 
newcomer Hal Cardwell are 
all shoo-ins on Election Day.
 But in District B, only 
one incumbent is seeking 
re-election and is running 
against four challengers for 
three seats. Kelly Carmi-
chael Booz has spearheaded 
the push for school redistrict-
ing at the elementary school 
level to help alleviate some 
of ACPS’ capacity issues and 
will remain integral to the ef-
fort in the next term.
 Cindy Anderson’s focus 
not only on the need for addi-
tional space for the district’s 
rising student population but 
also on identifying where po-
tential new schools should be 
located — sooner rather than 
later — is also commendable. 
And Margaret Lorber’s pro-
fessional experience in edu-
cation, both in advocacy and 
acting as a parent liaison for 
the district’s English language 
learners program, would pro-
vide strong expertise in areas 
where many school districts 
struggle.
 In District C, three incum-
bents — Ronnie Campbell, 
Pat Hennig and board vice 

chairman Chris Lewis — 
square off against two chal-
lengers in Daria Dillard and 
Ramee Gentry. In our view, 
Chris Lewis is indispensable 
to the board. He is a sharp 
mind on both process and 
policy, and will be a valuable 
asset as the district tries to 
maintain its steady forward 
progress.
 Ronnie Campbell simi-
larly brings a wealth of expe-
rience, having served on the 
school board for nine years. 
Her work on adult education 
and passion for special edu-
cation issues will hold her in 
good stead in a fourth term in 
office. And Ramee Gentry’s 
hawkish attitude toward capi-
tal improvement costs will be 
helpful as the board pursues 
a number of school construc-
tion and renovation projects 
in the coming years.
 These were not easy deci-
sions. Everyone running in 
this year’s local elections are 
strong, capable candidates, 
and would make Alexandria 
proud. But the city faces a 
number of important issues 
in the next three-year term, so 
it is important that voters go 
out and choose the candidates 
they see as best equipped to 
meet those challenges.
 And to the citizens of Al-
exandria, we say this: Vote on 
November 3.

endorsemenT 
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FOR SINGLES ONLY 
By Tom Cobb

Due to the size of this 
week’s voter guide is-
sue, we were unable to 
run our weekly cross-
word puzzle. Weekly 
Words will return next 
week.

Advertising Works!
To advertise your  

business or service contact
sales@alextimes.com

or 703-739-0001
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LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 12, 2015

7:30 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall

301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666 or 
on the City’s website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.

BZA Case #2015-0010
10 Rosecrest Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of a request for 
a variance to construct a single-family home in 
the required front yard; zoned R-5/Residential 
Single-family. 
APPLICANT: Kristen Galles

BZA Case #2015-0011
622 South Saint Asaph Street
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to remove a condition of an approved variance; 
zoned: RM/Townhouse.
APPLICANT: James Burnham

BZA Case #2015-0013
306 East Windsor Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of a request for 
a special exception to replace an existing front 
deck with a larger open covered front porch in 
the required front yard; zoned: R-8/Residential  
Single-family. 
APPLICANT: Sandra Marks and Andy Zissman

ALExANDRIA BOARD OF  
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING 

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, November 4, 2015 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:
CASE BAR2015-0338
Request for alterations at 516 Cameron St.
APPLICANT: David and Sue Wilkes 
CASE BAR2015-0339
Request for alterations at 113 Prince St.
APPLICANT: Jake and Pintuporn Needham
CASE BAR2015-0340
Request for alterations at 800 Devon Pl.
APPLICANT: Jordan and Katherine Thomas
CASE BAR2015-0341
Request for new construction at 
515 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: J. River 513/515 N Washington St., 
LLC
CASE BAR2015-0347
Request for alterations and signage at 
313 Cameron St. 
APPLICANT: Cyrous Abedi

A work session to discuss the proposed develop-
ment project at 802-808 N Washington St.
A work session to discuss the proposed 
Potomac Yard Metro project.

ALExANDRIA PLANNING COMMIS-
SION & CITY COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 2015

The items described below will be heard 
by the Planning Commission and the City 
Council on the dates and times listed below. 

NOTICE: Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. A consent 
item will be approved at the beginning of the 
meeting without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future date.  
For further information call the Department of 
Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALExANDRIA PLANNING  
COMMISSION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALExANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Vacation #2015-0003
418 West Braddock Road
Public hearing and consideration of a request for 
a vacation of the public right-of-way; zoned: R-8/
Residential Single-family.
APPLICANT: Richard and Elizabeth Tonner

THE FOLLOWING DOCKET ITEMS HAVE 
BEEN REVISED. ALL OTHER PREVIOUS-
LY-ADVERTISED DOCKET ITEMS FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 5 AND NOVEMBER 14  
HEARINGS REMAIN THE SAME. A FULL 
LIST OF DOCKET ITEMS IS AVAILABLE 
AT www.alexandriava.gov/dockets. 

Master Plan Amendment #2015-0001
Rezoning #2015-0001
Development Special Use Permit #2013-0001
Transportation Management Plan SUP #2015-
0002
Special Use Permit #2015-0109 
4600 King Street – The Gateway at King and 
Beauregard
Public hearing and consideration of requests for: 
(A) an amendment to Alexandria West Small 
Area Plan chapter of the Master Plan to amend 
the height map from 77 feet to 100 feet and to 
amend the land-use designation for the property 
from OCM(100) to CRMU-H; (B) an amend-
ment to the official zoning map to change the 
zone from OCM(100) with proffer to CRMU-H; 
(C) a development special use permit and site 

plan with modifications for an increase in Floor 
Area Ratio (FAR) to construct two mixed-use 
buildings and one office building including a 
special use permit for a parking reduction and 
for a loading space reduction; a special use per-
mit for a retail shopping establishment larger 
than 20,000 gross square feet; (D) a special use 
permit for a transportation management plan 
(TMP); and (E) a special use permit for a coor-
dinated sign program; zoned: OCM(100)/Office 
Commercial Medium.
APPLICANT: 4600 King Street, LLC, represent-
ed by Duncan Blair, Attorney
Special Use Permit #2015-0098
408 East Glebe Road and 3006 Jefferson Davis 
Highway – GQ Dry Cleaners
Public hearing and consideration of a request to 
add a laundry and dry cleaning operation to an 
existing dry cleaning pick up business; zoned: 
CSL/Commercial Low. 
APPLICANTS: Hyon B. Chung and Moon Sik Park

Development Special Use Permit #2015-0017
1101 & 1102 Finley Lane – Pickett’s Ridge 
Phase II
Public hearing and consideration of a request for 
an extension and update to standard conditions 
for previously-approved Development Special 
Use Permit #2012-0017 for the remaining unde-
veloped lot located at 1101 Finley Lane; zoned 
R-20/Residential Single-family. 
APPLICANT: Sutton Building Corporation, repre-
sented by M. Catharine Puskar, Attorney

classifieds

RICHARD C. BOURNE, JR. 
(59), of Alexandria,  
October 18, 2015
GARY E. CARTER,  
of Alexandria,  
October 17, 2015
WILLIAM F. COX III (66), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
October 13, 2015
DOUGLAS W. GREEN (62), 
of Alexandria,  
October 15, 2015
JOHN P. HANNON (71), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
October 12, 2015
DOROTHY E. LADUE (91), 
of Alexandria, October 15, 2015

MARIA T. O’LEARY (85), 
of Alexandria,  
October 13, 2015
JOSEPH P. PARIMUCHA 
(78), of Alexandria,  
October 18, 2015
CARALYN B. PHILLIPS,  
of Alexandria,  
October 15, 2015
SYLVIA R. PODALL (86), 
of Alexandria,  
October 19, 2015
MARK A. SLOUGH (19), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
October 8, 2015

obituaries
RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Aldi Inc Maryland

Aldi Inc

4604 Kenmore Ave

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22304-1301

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey Baehr - Vice President

aBc noTice
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CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY 
FLOORS?  STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASE-
MENT?  MOLD & FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUNDA-
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Jesse Waltz, PE 
& Stella Waltz
Owners

SAVE $500*

Foundation & Structural Repair • Concrete Lifting
Crawl Space Moisture Control • Basement Waterproofing

888-876-3113
www.jeswork.com

FREE
INSPECTION 
& ESTIMATE

*Any job over $3,000. Good only when presented at time of free inspection. Not to be combined with any other offer.
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HELP WANTED
Associate, Electrical Patent  

Prosecution
Oblon McClelland Maier & Neustadt 
has an opening in Alexandria, VA for As-
sociate, Electrical Patent Prosecution. 
Utilizing undergraduate preparation in a 
STEM program, prepare and prosecute 
U.S. patent applications covering a wide 
range of technical areas. LLM or JD in 
Law or equiv + 1yr exp. Experience must 
include: domestic & foreign patent prep-
aration. Send resumes to Oblon McClel-
land Maier & Neustadt,

Attn: HR, 1940, Duke Street, Alexandria, 
VA 22314. Must ref job title & code: 
AEPP-MY.
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Celebrating 20 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

®

®

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

I’d Like to Help You Make Your Next Move!
BELLE MEANS BEAUTIFUL

6118 Vernon Terrace
$1,899,000

6006 Grove Drive
$1,499,000

OPEN  
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N 10

/2
5, 

2-
4

BELLE HAVEN BELLE HAVEN

4517 Peacock Avenue
$649,000

BELLE WOOD

6026 Edgewood Terrace
$1,299,000

BELLE HAVEN

and another beauty…BEVERLEY HILLS

3116 Circle Hill Road
$919,000

BELLE HAVEN 
ON THE GREEN

1825 Duffield Lane
$599,900

Cont
ra
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Pen
ding

LET’S SELL YOUR HOUSE!

OPEN  
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N 10

/2
5, 

1-4


