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End of an era

Police address
fears after recent
homicides

Mayor Bill Euille looks
back on career in
public service
BY erich wagner

Mayor Bill Euille said he
thought he was immune to surprises from his colleagues in
City Hall. But last week’s sendoff at the start of a city council
meeting proved him wrong.
“It was top secret. I usually
know everything going on in
City Hall, but I heard no whispers and no rumors,” he said.
“But when I entered council
chambers, I saw a cord running across, past the clerk’s
chair and said, ‘What is this
for?’ and then saw the little piano/organ, but I thought it was
just a youth choir here to sing
Christmas carols.
“Then I saw my secretary in
the audience and I thought, ‘She
never comes to these meetings.’
And when [City Councilor]
Del Pepper asked for a moment
of personal privilege, I knew
something was up.”
After 12 years as mayor
and having served on city
council since 1994, Euille is
in the midst of packing up his
office. Plaques lean against a
couch; books and other items
sit in boxes. His shelves are
still full with piles upon piles
of binders full of reports and
other documents.
Euille narrowly lost the
Democratic nomination for
mayor to Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg in June, and he was
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Chief urges community
cooperation, reassures
citizens on gang activity
BY Chris Teale
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For me, my legacy will be the fact that
I was the first African-American to
have served this city, elected in 2003 when
the city was already 254 years old, to be
the first person of color to serve as mayor.
That in and of itself is a legacy. I’d like folks
to think that I tried to do everything for
everyone to make a difference, but in the
end, the public will make the determination
for what my legacy will be.”
- Mayor Bill Euille
defeated again in November
after he waged a write-in campaign for re-election.
Despite a hard-fought and
often contentious campaign,
Euille said he was overwhelmed by the outpouring
of well-wishes over the last
month, from supporters and
critics alike. At last week’s city
council meeting, he choked up
after the Alexandria City Employees Choir performed a ren-

dition of “Amazing Grace.”
“It was all very heartfelt,”
Euille said. “But it was the
music that got to me, because
I love the city employees choir.
I thought back to their trip to
our sister city of Caen, France.
That was a touching moment
for me, to have them over there
performing, representing our
city as ambassadors.”
SEE Euille | 5

Alexandria Police Chief
Earl Cook stood before residents at a community meeting Monday night at the Cora
Kelly Recreation Center and
repeated something he often
tells the public when asked
about the city’s crime rate.
“The good news really
is that Alexandria is a safe
city,” he said. “2015 has been
a good year for the city and
for the Alexandria Police Department.”
Cook cited data that said
Alexandria has seen a 2-percent reduction in crime so
far this year, a downward
trend that has repeated each
year for the last decade and
is in keeping with the last
four decades of overall crime
reduction. He noted that the
four homicides in the city in
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Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook
listens to a question from the
audience during Monday night’s
community meeting at Cora Kelly
Recreation Center. The meeting
was called after two homicides in
two months in the city, with police
reassuring citizens of their safety.

2015 is in line with historical averages, saying there
are normally between three
and five each year.
SEE Police | 6

The 2015 Alexandria Times
Holiday Gift Guide is inside
Featuring one-of-a-kind gifts
for your holiday shopping.
SEE Page 16
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Did you know...

Start Building Wealth Today

The average net Worth of
a homeowner is $195,400?
A renter’s is $5,400!*

Ask Us how to save up to
$
10,000 in closing costs

Fabulous Finds under $500,000
WAshingTon, dC $499,900

logAn CirCle
•
•
•
•

AlexAndriA

$499,900

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
Fireplace
Hardwood Floors
Private Entrance

•
•
•
•

Love CiTy Living

$469,900

hUnTer VillAge

•
•
•
•

ArlingTon

$255,000

The BriTTAny

rolling VAlley

Updated Kitchen
Renovated Baths
Beautiful Hardwoods
Upper and Lower Decks

Own this delightful garage
town home with many recent
updated features. Located in
a mature community with
great amenities like awesome green space, a pool
and walking space. Close
to I95/I395, the Pentagon,
DC, and 2 Metros.

fAirfAx CiTy

$324,900

3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
Sunny Kitchen
Garage
Hot Tub/Spa

goodBye LandLord! Super popular Kent model located
just minutes from 95, 395 and 495. Private master suite with
vaulted ceilings; New stainless steel appliances in kitchen. Finished
walkout lower level with rec room, knotty pine ceiling and wet bar.

WesT springfield $489,000

Buy Me Today

Treat yourself to your own
home this holiday and buy
this fabulous, move-in ready,
townhome style condo.
Featuring an open floorplan,
42-in cabinets, crown molding, patio, fresh paint, new
appliances and even a fireplace to hang your stocking!

springfield

oVerlook

The Crossings

•
•
•
•

$245,000

doeS your LandLord Have a PooL? Motivated seller!
Large and spacious, split level home features separate outside
entrances from rec room and family rooms to large, landscaped
lot with patio area complete with in-ground pool.
ArlingTon

$314,900

The BriTTAny

2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
Outdoor Patio
Closet Space Galore
Hardwood Floors

in THe HearT of fairfax Two master suites make this perfect
for a roommate to help with the mortgage while you start building wealth!
Open floor plan of this spacious and well maintained home. Updated
kitchen with stainless appliances, granite counter tops, breakfast bar.
MCleAn

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Garage
• In-Ground Pool
• Landscaped Lot

gATes of MCleAn

•
•
•
•

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Balcony
Renovated
Corner/End Unit

BeauTifuLLy renovaTed Corner unit with floor to ceiling
windows and balcony overlooking Four Mile Run. Highlights include a
huge master bedroom, granite countertops, hardwood floors in living
room, and garage parking. Near Shirlington Village and the Dog Park.
WAshingTon, dC $196,000 Congress heighTs
•
•
•
•

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
Hardwood Floors
Open Floorplan
Fenced Yard

goodBye LandLord!

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• New Paint & Carpet
• Hardwood Floors
• Walk-In Closets

TeLL THe LandLord you are THrougH! Beautiful condo
in a super location with tons of amenities and assigned parking.
Find warm hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen, separate dining room
and breakfast area. Home warranty included for peace of mind.

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath

• Reserved Parking
• Tons of Amenities
• 690 Square Feet

SToP Paying your LandLord’S MorTgage! 1/4 mile
to new McLean Metro & just off the Beltway. Well cared for
home featuring new windows and updated systems. Keep in
shape using modern workout facilities and summer swimming.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions
apply and are subject to change without notice. * Based on 2013 federal reserve data.

Newly refinished hardwoods
await as you enter this
semi-detached home with
renovated kitchen, stainless
appliances, finished lower
level, screened porch, and
fenced backyard! Close to
National Harbor, Andrews Air
Force Base, & Nationals Park.
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

The Lamplighter
FINIALS
These little giants add
the finishing touch to
your lamp and show
attention to detail in
your décor! Come in
today and see what they
can do for you!

1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-549-4040
www.lamplighterlamps.com

Photo/Chris Teale

MARKING THE START OF OPERATIONS Fire Chief Robert Dubé and his deputies are joined by
Mayor Bill Euille, Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg and other city councilors to cut the ribbon on Fire Station
210 on the West End, officially open since April. The new facility on Eisenhower Avenue houses a fire
engine company, flammable liquids response unit, EMS supervisor, Field Training Officer, SCBA service
center, the Fire Protection Systems Office and community outreach facilities. Having previously not had
sufficient funding available to staff the engine, city council appropriated $1.3 million for fiscal 2016 to
ensure the engine was staffed by December.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

City prepares for First Night
celebrations on December 31
The 21st annual celebration of First Night Alexandria
will take over Old Town again
this New Year’s Eve, with more
than 175 performances in 28
venues, with another slew of
events in Del Ray. The celebrations get underway at 2 p.m.
and last until midnight, with
fireworks on the Potomac River marking the start of 2016.
Afternoon activities last
from 2 to 6 p.m. and include
the annual fun hunt, a scavenger hunt for families that
begins at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center and winds through
Old Town. Interactive art activities are also on offer at the
Torpedo Factory’s great hall
and The Art League gallery,
with the great hall also hosting animals up for adoption
from the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria.
Later in the evening, live
music and entertainment begins at 7 p.m. at 28 indoor
Old Town venues including

the George Washington Masonic National Memorial,
Alexandria Union Station,
Principle Gallery and the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House
among others.
Finally, the celebrations
begin at 10:30 p.m. at the waterfront with DJ Ray Casiano.
The countdown to 2016 starts
just before midnight led by
Mayor Bill Euille and others,
with the fireworks bringing
the celebrations to an end and
launching the new year.
First Night Alexandria is
the largest family-friendly,
budget-friendly and alcoholfree New Year’s Eve event in
the region. It began in 1994 as
a celebration of the New Year
through the performing arts.
- Chris Teale

Oh! What
Fun!
~~Canine
Health
Care~~

Photo/Denise Dunbar

THE SEASON OF GIVING
Bikes line up outside St. Paul's
Episcopal Church on Monday
morning as giving tree volunteers put the finishing touches
on assembly before they are
donated.

The dogs & cats waiting at the Shelter would like to
Puppies require surgery sometimes. “Sarah’s Fund”
thank those of you who have already remembered
provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.
them in your end-of-year charitable contributions.
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair
There’s still time for those of you who haven’t.
“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

Our pets welcome gifts of any kind, including towels,
Yourblankets
five-dollar
donation
adds
to Sarah’s
Fund and
and
cash for
kibble
and treats.
together with contributions of others, ensures that
THE VOLA
ANIMAL
SHELTER IS
medicalLAWSON
care is there
when needed.

LOCATED AT 4101 Eisenhower Avenue. Call
FOR MORE INFORMATION
SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL
703-746-4774
or visitABOUT
www.alexandriaanimals.org

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

Online
all the time:

THANK
THANk YOU
yOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding
homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com
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Try our
holiday
platters.

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria
Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com
Dishes of India will be closed on Christmas & New Years.

• Ta
bletop
• Fu
rnitu
re
• Be
dd i ng
• Ca

nd les

/Gifts

116 -118 N. Asaph St. +1 571-970-6931
Visit us online www.patricksdesigns.com

NOVEMBER photo ~ THEME: and For this I am thankful
Photo of a coffee mug at Cantaritos Cafe, Adkins, TX
by Peter Church, proud citizen of the City of Alexandria, VA

The Alexandria Times
Photo Contest
December's Theme:
Holiday Fun
Send us a photo with this theme to win
2 tickets to the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.
Sponsored by

Send your Holiday Fun photos to:

CRIME
Police investigate fatal industrial
accident on Gentry Avenue
The Alexandria Police
Department is investigating
an industrial accident on the
200 block of Gentry Ave., located in the Warwick Village
neighborhood of the city.
Police responded on Monday at around 12:57 p.m. to
reports of a man falling from
a ladder while working. The
accident took place in a residential area, police said. The
51-year-old male victim was

transported to the hospital
and pronounced dead.
Department spokeswoman
Crystal Nosal said the police’s investigation will focus on whether the death was
purely accidental or whether
the victim was pushed from
his ladder, as in that instance,
it would be deemed a homicide investigation.
She added that the Office
of the Chief Medical Exam-

iner will make a determination in the coming days on the
cause of death, while the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration will likely
investigate whether the work
site was safe.
The police’s investigation
is ongoing. Anyone with information about this incident
is asked to call Detective
Ryan Clinch at 703-746-6673.
- Chris Teale

Stabbing reported on Mount Vernon Avenue
The Alexandria Police
Department is investigating a
stabbing on the 3900 block of
Mount Vernon Ave. that left a
man with non-life threatening
injuries.
Officers responded to the
area in the Arlandria neighborhood at around 12:26
a.m. on December 11 after

reports of a felonious assault
and found a 36-year-old male
with stab wounds. He was
transported to the hospital
and is expected to make a full
recovery.
Police
spokeswoman
Crystal Nosal said officers
are looking for a male of
medium height, but she had

no further details about the
suspect or whether the victim
and the suspect knew each
other.
Anyone with information
about this incident is asked
to call the Alexandria Police
Department’s non-emergency
number at 703-746-4444.
- Chris Teale

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between December 9 and December 16.

21
3

Thefts

Vehicle
thefts

8
1
7

Drug
Crimes

robbery

bURGLARies

22
2
5

Assaults

SEXUAL
OFFENSEs

Aggravated
Assaults

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com
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traction for private investment
or a government entity, but the
expectation was that [the density increase] would be phased
in,” Euille said. “The way they
did it was in one fell swoop, in
a way that did not provide, incorporate or address the infrastructure needs.”
Euille said Silberberg and

Photo/Chris Teale

Mayor Bill Euille is presented with an honorary fire chief’s helmet by
Alexandria Fire Chief Robert Dubé during the ribbon cutting ceremony
at Fire Station 210 on Eisenhower Avenue. The ceremony was Euille’s
last as mayor, as he and city council officially opened Alexandria’s newest fire station.

Euille

FROM | 1

Looking back on his tenure
in City Hall, Euille remained
pensive.
“For me, my legacy will be
the fact that I was the first African-American to have served this
city, elected in 2003 when the
city was already 254 years old,
to be the first person of color to
serve as mayor,” he said. “That
in and of itself is a legacy. I’d like
folks to think that I tried to do
everything for everyone to make
a difference, but in the end, the
public will make the determination for what my legacy will be.”
Euille said he hopes in the
years to come, the city will appreciate projects — some controversial now — that were put
in motion when he was at the
helm, from the waterfront redevelopment plan to Potomac
Yard and the relocation of the
National Science Foundation.
“I think my advocacy for
affordable housing is something that we are now seeing
some positive outcomes from,”
he said. “We were able to get
64 affordable apartment units
above a fire station at Potomac
Yard, and we have the new contribution from the Gateway [at
King and Beauregard].”
Two major regrets linger in
Euille’s mind, he said: that the
Landmark Mall redevelopment
has not come to fruition and that
city council didn’t have a seat at
the negotiating table in the design

We need
to protect
our diversity and
inclusiveness as we
move forward, and
that comes down to
the lack of housing
affordability. If we
continue to build
expensive housing,
we’ll lose out on
that. All income
levels will lose
diversity, and that
would be a shame."
- Mayor Bill Euille
and construction of the BRAC
133 building on the West End.
“We had no say with BRAC
133 and it was done outside the
normal process because it was
driven by the federal government,” he said. “It was especially frustrating because they
chose a property that lacked a
transportation hub and transit
opportunities, and frankly, we
had a better site in Alexandria
in the Victory Center.
“We had to bear the angst
and frustration of neighbors
over the project.”
But the mayor said he stood
by the original decision to increase density in the neighborhood.
“We wanted it to be an at-

the rest of city council will
need to continue work to diversify and grow the city’s revenue
base, but do so in a way that
promotes housing affordability
among all income brackets.
“We need to protect our diversity and inclusiveness as we
move forward, and that comes
down to the lack of housing af-

fordability,” Euille said. “If we
continue to build expensive
housing, we’ll lose out on that.
All income levels will lose diversity, and that would be a shame.
“[That’s] where the community as a whole has to come into
play. We have to have a converSEE Euille | 22
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But that did little to assuage
the fears of some residents,
who turned out to question
the chief and his colleagues
in the wake of two homicides
in as many months, where the
victims were found in Alexandria parks. Eduardo David
Chandias Almendarez, 22, was
found dead in the creek of Four
Mile Run Park on December 4,

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

less than a month after Jose
Luis Ferman Perez, 24, was
discovered with chop and stab
wounds to his head and neck
in Beverley Park, commonly
referred to as The Pit.
Earlier this year, Leon Williams, 37, was shot to death on
October 7 on Belle Pre Way,
and Shakkan Elliot-Tibbs, 22,
of Woodbridge, who was fatally shot July 2 along the 700
block of N. Fayette St.

Conversation at Monday
night’s meeting was dominated by the question of whether
gang violence has returned to
the city. Cook said gang-related
crime has decreased in recent
years thanks to stepped-up intelligence sharing across the region. He emphasized that while
investigators cannot be certain
that the two most recent killings
were gang-related, his experience told him they might be.
“I think early on in this
investigation, my guesstimate
is probably [that it was gangrelated], but we haven’t got to
the point where we can say
that for definite,” he said.
Cook has said previously that
members of several gangs live
in the city, including the California-based Bloods and Crips.
In previous years, Arlandria
struggled with the influence of
MS-13, a notorious Salvadorian gang, and at a city council
meeting last week, Cook said
his department works to keep
gang activity out of the city but
that gang members have always
lived in Alexandria.
“What we have seen is
that there’s been a constant
residency of gang members

Most gang members don't
indentify themselves in
terms of residency, and unless they
break one of our laws or come into
contact with us in some other way
and [we] get that intelligence or
knowledge, we don't know they're
there. I would say 150 to 200 gang
members are living in the city of
Alexandria at any given moment.”
- Police Chief Earl Cook
living in Alexandria that has
never changed,” he said. “It
has been more or less depending on what part of the
decade you’re talking about.
“Currently, it’s a bit of
a guess because most gang
members don’t identify themselves in terms of residency,
and unless they break one of
our laws or come into contact
with us in some other way
and [we] get that intelligence
or knowledge, we don’t know
they’re there. I would say 150
to 200 gang members are living in the city of Alexandria
in any given moment.”
At Monday’s community
meeting, gang prevention and
intervention coordinator Joe
Regotti outlined the programs
the city offers for young people to prevent them from becoming involved in gangs, including after-school clubs and
sports as well as direct intervention if they are at risk.
“Behind the work the police do, there’s a lot of prevention and intervention that goes
on in the community,” he said,
noting the role families play
in ensuring their children lead
positive lives and do not get
sucked into the gang lifestyle.
Residents raised the question of community involvement on several occasions.
They asked Cook how they
can make their neighborhoods
safer and engage young people
in positive activities that keep

them out of trouble. The chief
urged residents to be the drivers of change, as the police
cannot do it for them and more
officers on the beat may have
the opposite effect.
Cook said he was working
with his colleagues to encourage
officers to engage in more community policing, known as “discretionary time,” which involves
officers getting out of their patrol
cars and walking in the community, talking to people and
answering questions. Cook said
a staffing shortage has prevented
the police from doing more of
that, but the department is determined to look at increasing
discretionary time given the rise
in distrust between police and
communities in Ferguson, Mo.,
Baltimore and other cities.
On several occasions, Cook
repeated his call for citizens
to continue to contact police if
they notice suspicious behavior.
“No call is too small,” he
said, noting that the police
were duty-bound to investigate everything, even if the
caller is reluctant to get the
authorities involved.
Detectives still are investigating all four of this year’s
homicides. Cook emphasized
that while the overall crime
rate is on the decline, Alexandria is an urban city that
is not immune to crime, and
officers will maintain open
lines of communications with
residents.
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Taste the freshest
from our market
Open daily at 11:30am

Iceberg Wedge with
Blackened Steak

7905 Hilltop Village Center Dr,
Alexandria, VA • 571-527-2465

For more great reasons to visit The Pub, go to wegmans.com/thepub

8 December 17, 2015

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

over the line

News from greater alexandria | by Chris teale

Former space policy strategist spreads photography wings
Cynthia McKinley is a photographer and a juried member
at The Art League, the Del Ray
Artisans and the Northern Virginia Handcrafters Guild, and
exhibits her photographs across
Northern Virginia and other
parts of the commonwealth in a
variety of art festivals.
But that only tells part of
what has been a varied journey
for the Mount Vernon resident,
who spent 32 years working as a
space systems specialist and national security space policy and
strategy advisor before retiring
in 2013 with the rank of lieutenant colonel. She was in the U.S.
Air Force for 20 years and then
spent another 12 years working
at the Pentagon.
McKinley said she has been
taking photographs since she
was 10 years old, and with a job
requiring her to travel to places
as diverse as Colorado Springs,
Colo., Germany and the Diego
Garcia military base in the Indian Ocean, she has seen plenty
of things to fuel her creativity.
“Wherever I went, I would
usually have my camera in tow
and would take pictures of all
the things that inspired me,
things that I could capture from
an inspirational point of view:
imagination,
determination,
freedom, serenity, eternal bonds,
gentle souls, heritage, wonderment,” she said.

And with her camera,
McKinley has captured some
stunning artwork, including in
2008 when she traveled to Cape
Canaveral in Florida to watch
the launch of Space Shuttle Endeavour on mission STS-126 to
deliver equipment and supplies
to the International Space Station. She described it as a “nice
bookend” to her career, having
previously been involved with
the space shuttle launch as a
member of the support staff.
“Anybody that’s involved
in space systems, no matter if it
was [from a] national security
perspective or through NASA or
even the commercial sector, the
space shuttle was a thread that
ran through everybody in one
way or another,” McKinley said.
“Having that in my early career
and then going down to the actual
launch in 2008, that was really an
inspiration for me. And I was able
to take some fabulous photos of
the Endeavor spacecraft sitting
on the launch pad the night prior
to the launch and then being at
the official viewing site on the
night of the launch the next night.
“I got fabulous pictures that
are very popular with a lot of
different people, national security and civil space sectors, of
the space shuttle going up.”
During her time in space policy, McKinley worked on projects
like the United States’ National

Courtesy photo

Cynthia McKinley is a resident of Mount Vernon and a photographer who spent 32 years working in space policy for the U.S. Air
Force and at the Pentagon. Her work is inspired by aspects of her
previous career, especially patriotism and freedom.

Courtesy photo

A photograph of falling water by Cynthia McKinley, who worked in
space policy and is now a photographer and a juried member of
The Art League, the Del Ray Artisans and the Northern Virginia
Handcrafters Guild.

Space Policy and the National
Security Space Policy, which
was adopted by the Department
of Defense and the Central Intel-

SHOP LOCAL FIRST
Find local businesses at

www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org

703-360-6925

Monthly Networking

Second Thursday Business Breakfast
2nd Thursday of each month
8:00 am to 9:30 am
Belle Haven Country Club
MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA 22306

ligence Agency in 2011 to chart a
path for the country to respond to
the current and future space strategic environment over the next
decade. But she still found time
to pursue photography as a passion project.
“It was just natural for me to
always have a camera in hand as
I went through my entire career,”
McKinley said.
Since retiring, she has built
a diverse portfolio inspired in
part by her previous career. She
draws inspiration from a number of avenues, all to appeal to
as broad a spectrum of people
as possible and the way human
moods can shift.
“What is unique is I have a
very broad portfolio because I
find there are a lot of things that

touch people’s souls,” McKinley
said. “Art is personal, so everybody is motivated by different
things. Some people want to
be inspired, some people want
to look at things that inspire
them, some people like using
their imaginations for things, so
they’re a little bit more abstract.
“Reaching out to people to
touch them with photographs
really means that you’ve got to
find what it is that they value,
and it goes back to that idea of
the things that motivate us are
unique and different.”
McKinley said her previous
career lends itself very well to a
section of her portfolio inspired
by patriotism, given its strong
connection with those who work
in the same field as she did.
“Any time you’re in national
security, you’re very patriotic
and so I have a whole component of my portfolio that is about
freedom,” she said. “A variety of
images that relate to freedom.
There’s those kinds of connections — inspiration and freedom
components of my portfolio.”
It has been a busy time for
McKinley as she exhibits her
work not only in Alexandria but
all across the region. By the end
of this year, she said she will have
exhibited at 17 festivals and shows
including the Sugarloaf Crafts
Festival at the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly, while she also has
had some of her work displayed at
Alexandria's City Hall. She says
she continues to be motivated by a
desire to make her work appeal to
as many people as possible.
“One day you might want to
have something that relates to
you from a freedom perspective,
and you want to see a picture of
a beautiful flag,” McKinley said.
“Or maybe you want to be just
serene, so you want to look at a
picture of the sunrise over the
ocean. I try to find those components, those essence of life components that touch people and
inspire them and motivate them
to go on about their days.”
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 THROUGH WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23

NOW IS THE TIME TO USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY ONLINE OR IN STORE

COMBINE THEM WITH COUPONS & SALE PRICES! EVEN ON OUR BEST BRANDS—including
cosmetics & fragrances! See below for details.

ONE
DAY
SALE
SAT, DEC. 19 7AM-MIDNIGHT

ALSO SHOP FRIDAY,
DEC. 18, 7AM-MIDNIGHT

HOURS MAY VARY. SEE MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR DETAILS

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25
GET IT BY CHRISTMAS

VALID 12/18-12/19/2015. PLUS, FREE RETURNS. U.S. ONLY.
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

WHEN YOU ORDER ON MACYS.COM BY NOON EST
ON 12/23 AND CHOOSE PREMIUM SHIPPING

DOORBUSTER

40% + 20% OFF

DOORBUSTERS
DOORBUSTER

75% OFF

TOMMY HILFIGER

CLEARANCE

Doorbuster 31.20-33.36.

Doorbuster 9.88-18.75.

Reg. $65-69.50,
after 2pm: 45.5048.65. Dress shirts
& ties. For example:
H WebID 2352931.

Orig.* 39.50-$75,
after 2pm: 14.30-37.50.
Dress shirts & ties.

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

JA JOHN ASHFORD
Reg. $30-39.50,
after 2pm: 19.99.

OUTERWEAR
Doorbuster $15-$35.
Reg. $60-$140, after 2pm:
$30-$70. Girls’ 2-16; boys’
2-20; infants
3-24 mos. H WebID
2325008 & H 2261581.

9.99

75% OFF

Only at Macy’s.

Flannel or knit
tops. Shown:
H WebID 968665.
DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER
ALL 8-PC. BED ENSEMBLES
Reg. $100, after 2pm: 59.99.
Only at Macy’s. By Fairfield
Square Collection. Full-king.
Shown: new Austin.
H WebID

70% OFF

39.99

14K GOLD CHAINS

Doorbuster $75-$2,400.

Reg. $250-$8,000,
after 2pm: 87.50-$2,800.
For example:
H WebID 539830.

2383985.

DOORBUSTERREGULAR

25% OFF

& orig*
PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
SPORTSWEAR, SEPARATES
AND MORE. MISSES,
PETITES & WOMEN

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR
Reg./Orig.* $275,
after 2pm: $165.
Wool-blend and down
styles from
Anne Klein and more.
H WebID 2197513.

CASHMERE SWEATERS
Reg. $139, after 2pm: 59.99.
Only at Macy’s. From Charter
Club in turtlenecks & more
styles. Misses & petites.
H WebID 2194585.
Women’s prices slightly higher.

119.99

39.99

DOORBUSTER
DIAMOND RING
Reg. $160, after 2pm: $56.
Victoria Townsend 1/4 ct. t.w.‡
rose-cut in sterling silver
(H WebID 2121179)
or 18k gold over
sterling silver (H 2121178).

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER
ULTRA PLUSH THROW
Reg. $40, after 2pm: 19.99.

DOORBUSTER

By Charter Club.
Polyester.
H WebID

Reg. 39.99-699.99, after
2pm: 29.99-499.99. Shown:
KitchenAid Architect 5-qt.
stand mixer, #KSM150APS.
H WebID 393917.

39.99

$49

CULTURED
FRESHWATER PEARLS
Reg. $300, after 2pm: $105.
3-pc. set: 7-8mm strand &
bracelet and 7mm studs.
H WebID 1916747.

15.99

30% + EXTRA 20% OFF
MIXERS

Only at Macy’s.

Doorbuster 22.99-415.99.

2465005.

DOORBUSTERREGULAR

2O% OFF

& SALE
PRICES

SELECT DRESSES
& SUITS FOR MISSES

OR, USE THIS SAVINGS PASS FRIDAY ‘TIL 2PM OR SATURDAY ‘TIL 2PM

1O OFF

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

$

7 HOURS ONLY!
7AM-2PM FRI & SAT

YOUR PURCHASE
OF $25 OR MORE.

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. VALID 12/18 ‘TIL 2PM OR 12/19/15 ‘TIL 2PM.

2O OFF

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

$

YOUR PURCHASE
OF $5O OR MORE.

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. VALID 12/18 ‘TIL 2PM OR 12/19/15 ‘TIL 2PM.

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY
Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas
Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, The North Face, previous purchases, Samsung watches, selected licensed depts.,
services, special orders, special purchases, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible
item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to
your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.

➤ YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD MAY NOT BE: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. If a
purchase used to accumulate macy’s money is returned, Macy’s reserves the right to void the macy’s money reward card or reduce the corresponding value. For more information, go to
macys.com/macysmoney
Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry.
➤ REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT
12/18 & 12/19/2015. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/2/16, EXCEPT AS NOTED. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡All carat weights (ct.
t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been
treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Doorbuster items are available while supplies last. Extra savings are taken off already
reduced prices, “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric
items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer
Warranties. N5110998.
N5110998A.indd 1

12/10/15 1:05 PM

10 December 17, 2015

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

City council rejects Robinson Terminal South appeals
BAR’s final approval of
waterfront development
upheld
By Chris Teale

File IMAGE

The appeals against three buildings and the townhouses set to make up the Robinson Terminal South redevelopment were all rejected by
city council at its public hearing on December 12. Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg voted in council’s three separate motions to uphold the
appeals, and she was joined in her vote in one by City Councilor Paul Smedberg.

with a section of the city’s zoning ordinance. Not contested
were the previously approved
permits to demolish, alterations to the historic warehouse
at 2 Duke St., site elements and
the historic interpretation plan.
City council approved the

proposal by developer EYA in
April by a margin of 5-1, with
Silberberg the lone dissenting vote and Smedberg absent
from proceedings.
In councilors’ discussions,
Silberberg raised concerns
about the look of the proposed

Family owned and operated since 1953

Any One Item
in Stock*

a

S parkle
to your

Bradlee Shopping Center
3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 379-6010

Holiday

Old Town
1010 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
th
(703) 272-5222

December 11 – 24
th

excluding engagement rings and consignment jewelry.

*

www.bcjewelers.net

s t er

da

ia

40% off

developments, and said they
were not in keeping with the
look and feel of the historic
district. She cited several close
votes by the BAR on architectural aspects of the project in
arguing that the project should
be sent back to the body with
instructions to make the buildings and waterfront views
more compatible with what is
currently there.
“We’re faced with a situation where our own BAR on
one of the votes is 4-3, and an-

O

After several hours of public testimony and discussion
that became quite tense at
times, city council voted to uphold the Board of Architectural
Review for the Old and Historic District’s decision to issue
certificates of appropriateness
for several of the buildings that
make up the Robinson Terminal South development project
at 2 Duke St.
Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg voted against the three
separate motions to reject the
appeals, and City Councilor
Paul Smedberg joined her in
voting against one of them.
Two motions passed with a 6-1
margin, while the third passed
5-2.
Two separate appeals were
filed against the approval of
new townhouses at 2 Duke St.
and against buildings No. 1,
No. 2 and No. 3 by Old Town
residents, who argued the developments do not conform

Nino

other 5-2, and one other 6-0,”
she said. “Just because we
work hand in glove a little bit
more with EYA with regard to
the look and the refinements
or whatever you want to call
it, it’s not about a victory or
whatever, it’s just a refinement.
Sending it back to the BAR,
that’s their job to continue to
refine and make things better.”
Silberberg’s motion to ask
the BAR for further modificaSEE Robinson | 22

Authentic!

Cucina Italiana & Bar
Cucina Italiana & Bar

Modern Italian Cuisine in
PrivateVillage.
RoomExperience
available for
Shirlington
Holiday
toon50 guests
Chef
DelianParties
DiPietro'sup
takes
Italian and
Classics
using fresh,
Lunch
Dinner
7 Days a Week
regional
and seasonal
ingredients.
Saturday
& Sunday
Brunch
Happy Hour Daily 3-7
Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy St. Arlington, VA 22206
(703) 820 -1128 | www.osteriadaninova.com
OsteriadaNinoVA

osteriadanino

Lunch and Dinner 7 days.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

NOVEMBER
2015| 11
|1
December
17,5,2015

We wanted to take the time to thank
everyone from the residents to the Realtors
for their constant support.
2015 has been a wonderful year and
we look forward to an even better 2016.
We want to wish all a happy holiday
with family & friends. See you next year!

Martine & Alexander Irmer
Top 1% Nationwide
NVAR Top Producers

Martine Irmer
703.346.7283
Martine@lnf.com

Alexander Irmer
703.403.2465
Ai@lnf.com
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Let’s Eat

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times

Contact Alexandria Times
at 703-739-0001
or sales@alextimes.com

Tantalizing sushi selections at Ichiban
Calling all sushi lovers: head
to Ichiban at 211 King St. or 4251
Campbell Ave. in Shirlington for
fare that must be experienced to
be believed. Ichiban is the sort of
restaurant where there are so many
tantalizing choices and variations
on the menu that patrons have to
return many times to enjoy all the
tempting sushi, tempura, teriyaki,
maki and noodles selections.
Beginning any meal at Ichiban, the soups, salads and appetizers are all delicious. Be sure
to sample the miso soup and seaweed salad. The challenging part
comes next, in deciding whether
or not to order a wide variety of
noodles, one of the sushi combinations, dumplings, or even maki
combinations of different rolls.
The tofu, chicken, beef, shrimp,
scallop and salmon teriyaki en-

trees are all delicious.
Recently, diners have been ordering the ramen noodles, which
are new on the menu and highly
popular. The ramen noodles with
pork have been the biggest hit of
all the ramen choices on the menu.
The fun sushi and sashimi
options are wonderful and beautifully presented. Try the vast
selection of special rolls like the
Old Town roll with shrimp tempura and avocado or the Ichiban
roll with shrimp tempura topped
with snow crab meat or even the
American Dream roll with deep
fried tuna, avocado, scallions
and fish row. The spicy salmon
roll and the rock and roll with
cucumber and tuna are both big
hits, as are the volcano roll, the
Chicago roll, or the grace roll
with a fried jalapeno and spicy

salmon inside and topped with
avocado and eel.
Then, just when you may think
your appetite has been satisfied
after such delicious main courses,
the dessert selections will make
you think again. The mocha ice
cream, tempura ice cream or tempura banana are among the most
interesting and enjoyable to have
after your main meal. And, if you
happen to be entertaining this
season, consider an Ichiban party
tray, which will enhance any festive food spread.
Everything on the Ichiban
menu tastes so terrific, even those
who think they are not sushi lovers
will be won over by the delicious
taste and wide variety of offerings
available. Try either location and
embrace the freshness, flavor and
overall experience at Ichiban.

Bistrot Royal
L A N D I N G

Celebr ate with Us!
Brunch with Santa ~ Sunday, December 20
New Year’s Eve Dinner ~

A new Parisian bistro
serving classic French fare

Created by Chefs Christophe and
Michelle Poteaux of Bastille
~ Located in Bastille’s former home ~

1201 N. ROYAL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
reservations

703.519.9110

menu

www.bistrotroyal.com

211 King Street
703-683-2232

2nd location Now Open in Shirlington Village

4251 Campbell Ave. • 703-888-1892

www.ichibanoldtown.com

Open for lunch Mondays through Fridays 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., dinner 5 to 10 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays, Fridays 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Open 11 a.m.
to 10:30 p.m. Saturdays, noon to 10 p.m. Sundays.
For more information, call 703-683-2232 for the
Old Town location or 703-888-1892 for Shirlington.
Visit www.ichibansushialexandria.com.
Ristorante Italiano

Pines of Florence
Southern Italian Cuisine
1300 King St.
Special offer:

Sunday to Thursday:
buy one entree and
get a second entree
(of an equal or lower price)

1/2 off

$75/person for a fabulous menu, DJ, a Champagne toast and party favors!

703-548-0001 •

Sushi & Ramen

Catering and carry out available. Free delivery within two miles.

Open seven days a week (703) 549-1796

now at :

606 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.519.3776

ARLINGTON DINER

celebrating

30 years!

same location. same owner. same great food.
OPEN DAILY 7 AM -10 PM
SUN 7 AM - 9 PM

703-549-0677
TAKE-OUT

2921 SOUTH GLEBE ROAD, ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 22206

www.alexandriapinesofflorence.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE

of Alexandrians for many years!

203 The Strand

Alexandria, VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Start your weekend
off right.

Friday Happy Hour now ‘til 9.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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WORD ON THE STREET
D eals, Drink s and Fu n a cr oss ale xand r ia
By Abigail Jurk	

The year has flown by and
now the holidays are upon us.
Here are a few ideas on how
to have a fun and entertaining
end to 2015 and to welcome the
New Year.

WHAT’S NEW
Buzz Bakery isn’t new to
Alexandria; it has been around
for almost 10 years. But last
month, Buzz closed its doors
for renovations, only recently
reopening as Buzz Bakeshop.
In addition to the fresh look,
the new Buzz has a lot to offer,
not least of which is a new culinary director, the internationally renowned Maggie Austin.
The new Buzz Bakeshop serves
breakfast items such as croissants, muffins, quiche and more.
They have a few heartier options

for lunch, and, of course, plenty
of pastries: cakes, pies, cupcakes
and cookies, just to name a few.
If you are looking for somewhere to enjoy something
sweet and relax with friends,
Buzz offers a full-service coffee shop with a lounge area
where patrons can sit and enjoy
their beverages. If you’re feeling something a little stronger,
Buzz Bakeshop also has glasses of wine available.
For those trying to get into
the holiday spirit, Buzz is currently featuring rum bundt
cake — a signature of Austin’s
— and fresh-baked snowflake
sugar cookies. Buzz Bakeshop
is located at 904 Slaters Lane.
It opens at 6 a.m. during the
week and 7 a.m. on weekends,
and closes at 9 p.m. and 11 p.m.
on weekends.

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner

$18.95

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Open Christmas Day
Enjoy music by S imonne

From the founder of

Au Pied de Cochon

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010

•

Open 7 Days a Week

Special Dinner
for Two

$34

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle
of red or white wine selected by the house

Share the Joy of Christmas
Christ Church
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey,
you are welcome here

Sunday, December 20, 5:00 p.m. –
Children’s Christmas Pageant & Yuletide Feast
The pageant will be held in the church and doors open at 4:30 p.m.
After the pageant, join us in the Auditorium for the Yuletide Feast,
a catered dinner with a suggested donation of $20 Family (or $5 a person).
Please consider bringing your favorite holiday treat to share for dessert.

WHAT’S THE DEAL
If you are looking for a fun
way to ring in the new year,
Old Town has just the thing
for you: the annual First Night
Alexandria event. On December 31, beginning at 9 a.m.
and continuing throughout the
day, many spots in Alexandria
participate in the celebration,
which includes events for the
whole family.
Venues include museums,
stores, churches and even the
George Washington Masonic
National Memorial. Since this
is a family friendly event, all
participating venues are alcoholfree. First Night features many
different musical performances,
children’s activities such as magic shows and face painting, an
old-fashioned carnival, a comedy show and more. Some venues
also offer refreshments.
Throughout the day and
night, guests can attend events
of their choosing located in
different areas of historic Old
Town. The night ends with an
impressive fireworks show
over the Potomac River just before midnight.
Tickets to First Night are
$30 for adults. Children ages
12 and under are free. For a
full schedule of events and
times, visit www.firstnightalexandria.org.
To request a place, event or
special be featured in Word
on the Street, contact Abigail
Jurk at ajurk@alextimes.com.

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Services
3:00 p.m. – Worship with Communion and Carols
5:30 p.m. – Worship with Communion and Carols
8:00 p.m. – Festive Worship with Communion, Choir, and Carols
10:30 p.m. – Festive Worship with Communion, Choir, and Carols

Friday, Dec. 25, 2015 –
Christmas Day Service

Thursday, Dec. 31, 2015 –
New Year’s Eve Service

10:00 a.m. – Worship with Communion 10:00 p.m. – Prayer service with
and Carols
special readings

Contact us at info @ historicchristchurch.org or 703.549.1450

Come celebrate the season in the church
where George Washington worshipped.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Warmly Welcomes You

to celebrate the birth of Christ at one of
our Advent and Christmas service offerings.

DECEmbEr 20, 11:00 A.m.
Advent Lessons & Carols

ChriStmAS EvE

12:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist
4:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist with
Angel Choir & Youth Ensemble
5:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and
Holy Eucharist with St. Cecilia
& Women’s Choirs and Brass
10:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and
Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir and Brass

ChriStmAS DAy

10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist Family Service

DECEmbEr 27, 10:00 A.m.
Christmas Lessons & Carols

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314
www.stpaulsalexandria.com

14 December 17, 2015

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Proposal to increase councilors’ pay withdrawn
Councilor urges action
on aides’ pay, firefighters
push for raise
By Chris Teale

After city council voted
unanimously to bring a proposal forward to give the mayor
and councilors pay raises at its
December 8 meeting, sponsor
City Councilor Paul Smedberg
tabled the measure Saturday.
The mayor currently makes
$30,500 per year, while city
councilors are paid $27,500
annually. Their posts are considered part-time positions.
Under Smedberg’s proposal,
Mayor-elect Allison Silberberg
would have been paid $50,000
per year after being sworn in
next month, while the five reelected city councilors and City
Councilor-elect Willie Bailey
would have made $45,000 per
year. Councilors last received
a pay rise in 2002, and Smedberg said the disparity in pay
between Alexandria and other
jurisdictions was noticeable.

“You know, there’s never a
good time to do this,” he told
the Times last week. “But I was
just thinking as we were starting to discuss [regional board]
assignments and everything for
the new council, I just sat down
and started reflecting on all the
assignments I have personally,
and all of the time in addition
to council meetings I put in and
how it’s increased since I first
joined council.”
But at the start of council’s
public hearing Saturday, Smedberg said he had decided to park
the planned raise for councilors
until the fiscal 2019 budget process so that more robust public discussions can be had. He
repeated his request that City
Manager Mark Jinks continue
to study the salaries of aides as
originally proposed.
“I think we need to have a
more robust discussion in fiscal
year 2019 budget work sessions,
where the public can get a much
better understanding of what it

IT’S SWEAT(ER) SEASON

is our responsibilities are nowadays,” Smedberg said. “Since
I started on council, what I
did then and what I’m doing
now has changed dramatically,
[along with] our responsibilities regionally. The time commitment each week to that is
well over 15 hours just on the
regional issues.
“It’s what it is, and we’ll
have this same discussion
again and we’ll have the same
25 excuses on why not to do it
and we’ll move forward.”
The original proposal
mobilized members of Alexandria branch of the International Association of Fire
Fighters, a labor union, who
took the opportunity to come
before council and repeat their
request for a pay raise more in
line with other jurisdictions.
Larry Lee, an Alexandria
Fire Department captain who
served in the city for 28 years,
emphasized the pay disparity
compared to Fairfax County
for someone with his equivalent experience.
“Every day I show up to
work, the person showing up
across the border in Fairfax
County makes $244 more
than I do doing the exact same
job,” Lee said. "It’s almost as
if every day I come to work, I
write the city of Alexandria a
check for $244.”
Lee and several of his colleagues argued in favor of a
market-rate adjustment and a
pay bump for years of service

I think
we need
to have a more
robust discussion
in fiscal year
2019 budget work
sessions, where
the public can
get a much better
understanding
of what it is our
responsibilities
are nowadays.”
- City Councilor
Paul Smedberg
that rewards seniority and employees who stay loyal to one
department.
“[Fire fighters and city
councilors] both want to get
paid according to the city’s
pay philosophy, which is just a
bit above the average of the region, and we’re both the lowest paid in the region,” said
city firefighter Dan Grayson.
“Nobody’s going to ask you
to do city council stuff in Arlington or Fairfax or Prince
George’s County, and they’re
never going to try to come and
do it here either.”
“For the last 10 years, we’ve
been told we’re underpaid,” said
Lt. Dan Townshend, who is set
to retire next October. “We did

GOOD THINGS COME TO
THOSE WHO SWEAT.

a study that showed it. Council
then wanted to do another study
to look at the entire city. [Then]
Chief [Adam] Thiel came in
and we did another study. It’s
been a game we’ve been playing for a long time now.”
Townshend noted that while
he will not be impacted by any
change to firefighters’ pay, his
younger colleagues will be,
and will be forced to move to
neighboring jurisdictions for a
better salary.
“It’s going to affect me for
the rest of my life, it’s affected
many people before me, it’s going to affect them for the rest
of their lives,” he said. “Every
year we put it off, it’s more people that it’s affecting, since our
retirement is based on our top
four years [of pay].”
Tommy Tippett, president
of IAFF Local 2141, went further in his criticism of council,
calling it “incomprehensible”
that councilors would examine a
pay increase while not doing the
same for other city employees
like firefighters, police officers
and sheriff’s deputies. Smedberg responded by saying that
everything had to be considered
carefully, and that Tippett and
his cohorts had been in numerous meetings on the issue.
Jinks noted that firefighter
and medic pay are actively part
of the budget consideration
process, and with Jinks set to
release his proposal in January,
those who spoke were hopeful
of progress on the issue.
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AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Limited Time Offer

Get Started Today!

3 sessions for $99

703.683.0777

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria
*Offer expires 1/15/2016. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.
2015 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.
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T:9.3”

GRAND
OPENING

A FRESH TAKE ON GROCERIES.
Enter to
win FREE
PRODUCE
for a year.*

The first 100 guests
will receive a
GOLDEN TICKET
for a chance to win
GREAT PRIZES
PRIZES..

Receive a
FREE ALDI
ECO-BAG.

T:10.5”

FOOD, PRIZES & SAVINGS.
SAMPLE some
of our best
products from
9 am-2 pm.

*Prize awarded in the form of ALDI Gift Certificates. Based on a household average of $10 per week spent on produce at ALDI. One winner per participating store. See store for sweepstakes rules and details.
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ALEXANDRIA, VA
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celebrations!
entertaining made easy

SKIP THE PREP. ENJOY THE PARTY!
party platters
& trays for any
gathering, large
or small

ORDERING IS EASY
ONLINE at giantfood.com
IN-STORE at any Fresh Department
PHONE by calling 888-469-4426

helps me SAVE TIME

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Find something
one of a kind
this holiday season
cross Alexandria, shoppers can find marvelous unique gift choices that will
bring a smile to your friends and family.
Special gifts that enhance the home can be found at a number of places. Greenstreet Gardens, with locations at 1503 Mount Vernon Ave. and 1721 W. Braddock Road, offers a wide variety of flowering plants like their homegrown poinsettias and many rich green
plants that enhance any room or garden. They even offer jewelry in the front of the store.
SEE Gift Guide | 19
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national harbor company store

170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook
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Give the Gift of Art

Torpedo Factory Artists: Featured here are seven of the many artists who work on site at the

Torpedo Factory in Old Town Alexandria. With 80+ open studio shops and seven galleries
across three floors, the Torpedo Factory has a great gift for everyone on your list. With new
artists joining each year, there is always something different and exciting to see. It’s free to visit
and watch local artists working in dozens of media, and you might just complete your holiday
shopping while here!

Fiberworks
Studio 14
Alison Sigethy
Studio 307

Annemarie Feld
Studio 14

Jen Athanas
Studio 320

Lisa Schumaier
Studio 16

Colorful Aprons
Wearable Fiber Gifts

Sea Jewels

Alison Sigethy’s incredible glass
sculptures are a superb gift
choice for anyone in love with the
sea. The palm-sized glass sculptures pictured here are kiln fired
and hand painted recycled bottle
glass. Larger and more extensive
pieces are also available; not to
mention her torchworked glass
birds, glass leaves, and geodes.
Even the most hard-to-buy-for
person on your list will be excited
to open anything from this artist.
www.alisonsigethy.com;
alison@alisonsigethy.com;
703-980-2948

Reading Bear

Visiting Alexandria native Lisa
Schumaier’s studio is just about
the most fun you can have while
shopping. Her studio is a menagerie of colorful, quirky animals.
Art comes to life with her raku
sculptures. With so much individual personality in every piece,
you are sure to find a gift that fits
everyone on your list. You might
even find a few presents you'd
like to purchase for yourself.
www.keenthings.com;
lisa@keenthings.com

Fiberworks’ artists create oneof-a-kind handmade wearable
and decorative works of art.
Using a wide range of materials including, silk, paper, leather, wool, cotton, and recycled
materials, the artists in this
space create a variety of unique
goods. Stop in to find the perfect gift this holiday season, or
fall in love with something that
will add color and life to your
own winter wardrobe.
http://torpedofactory.org/
partners/fiberworks/;
felddesign@gmail.com;
703-836-5807

Rachel Kerwin Studio 203

That Sweet Dream

Rachel Kerwin invites you to explore the
world of photographic print transfer. The
clarity of the photograph is seen, but there
are also surprises in the way it's applied that
make a more interesting surface and give a
sense of nostalgia. Clouds continue to be a
fascinating motif for this media in that they
give the feeling of something ethereal and
transcendent. Stop in to see her work and
hear more about the process.
www.rachelkerwin.com;
rachel@rachelkerwin.com

Jen-A-Fusion Fashion Accessories are made from recycled,
reclaimed, vintage, and new
materials. The final designs fuse
the new and old into something
unique. Functional goods include
purses, hats, scarves, fingerless gloves, aprons, and pillows.
This year, gift your loved ones
something fun and different that
you can feel good about buying.
Come in to see “Where Earth,
Art and Fashion Collide!”
www.jenafusion.com;
jenartist_9001@hotmail.com;
571-332-0181

Wearable Art

Annemarie Feld gets inspiration
for her designs from the textures
and colors of her materials. She
makes unusual combinations to
create “wearable paintings”. Her
designs create tension by counterbalancing the soft, irregular
shapes of natural leather or fabrics with hard-edged metal handles and clasps ordinarily used
in farm equipment. Enjoy perusing her one-of-a-kind jackets,
vests, belts, purses, and jewelry.
www.annemariefeld.com;
art@annemariefeld.com;
703-820-1616

Made in Alexandria:
A Pop-Up Shop
Coming Soon!
From December 20 to December 24, the Torpedo Factory is having its first ever pop-up shop.
The shop will feature art and fine crafts from Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association members, with everything priced
$100 or less! Located on the first floor of the Torpedo Factory, the Made in Alexandria Pop-Up Shop will sell locallymade ceramics, jewelry, paintings, photographs, and more.
A one-stop shop for unique gifts! Visit www.torpedofactoryartists.com for more information, including details about
the opening day party.
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Barbara Muth
Studio 303

Windy Winter Day

Calling All
Artists!

Barbara Muth paints images of
people and animals that can be
whimsical or serious. Her colors are bold and unexpected.
Muth's smaller paintings (under
12 inches square) on wood panels make the perfect gift for a
loved one. Visit her in colorful
Studio 303 with this ad for 10%
off your purchase.
www.barbaramuth.com;
bjm@barbaramuth.com

Are you an artist looking
for new opportunities?
Join us! Each year, the
Torpedo Factory Artists’
Association accepts new
members through an independent jury process.
Applications for the
2016 Membership Jury
and Visiting Artist Program are now available.
Artists working in all
media are encouraged
to apply. For more information email jury@torpedofactoryartists.com.
Information
sessions
will be held on January
10 and January 23. The
deadline for applications
is January 29, 2016.

Old Town features several shops
with a strong focus on unique
gifts, including The Lamplighter
at 1207 King St., Patina at 605
Franklin St. and Tchoupitoulas
Furnishings at 210 N. Lee St. The
Lamplighter has a booming business in lighting
and their pretty, colorful finials are a fun gift for the
person who has everything. Patina Polished Living
not only has special touches for the home but the
shop also sells reasonably priced, tasteful jewelry.
For the home, Patina has stunning home decorating
accents as well as small items like candles.
Tchoupitoulas is the sort of place where one
just wants to stroll through and appreciate the
furnishings and decorative accents. The shop,
which prides itself on providing “tradition with
a twist,” offers furnishings that are distinctive
and timeless. Tchoupitoulas carries a variety of
decor lines including Charleston Forge, Hunter
Douglas, Bernhardt, Stanley Furniture, Vanguard Furniture and many more.
The Tchoupitoulas design team, led by owner
Alexandria Davenport, a New Orleans native,
has a gifted touch to take Southern charm and
sophistication and infuse it with whimsy. One

of their design team members
can help you develop a redecorating plan.
Turning to jewelry, check
out B and W Antiques at 108
Fayette St. and Silver Parrot
at 113 King St. B and W has
wonderful estate and costume
jewelry from throughout the 20th century. Farther
down King Street, Silver Parrot has pleased patrons for years with its extensive offerings of silver
jewelry. The pins, necklaces, bracelets and earrings are not readily available, and the owner takes
pride in carefully selecting diverse, high quality
pieces for his store.
Although hearing aids are not a fashion statement, they can be a critical part of one’s enjoyment
of the holidays. Those who are hearing impaired,
often do not realize they are missing the sounds of
the season. This year, consider a free evaluation
from Cosmetic Hearing Solutions at 424 S. Washington St. for yourself or a loved one.
Help a loved one retain the gift of beauty at
the Mid-Atlantic Skin Surgery Institute, located at 173 St. Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Md. Dr.
George Verghese offers substantial discounts on

Delight in the Holiday Season at

The standard for regional French cooking
A perfect intimate dining experience, but it’s the food
that will have you rolling your eyes with pleasure.

– Northern Virginia Living Magazine

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007
www.labergerie.com

View our Holiday menus on facebook

A Taste of California

Enjoy a unique

and unparalleled
California wine
tasting experience
at Sonoma Cellar!
•
•
•
•

Extensive wine list
Full restaurant menu
Tasting flights
Wines by the glass
or by the bottle
• Events and classes
• Patio seating

Sonoma Cellar • 207 King Street • www.mysonomacellar.com

Tradition with a Twist

Spread Good Tidings
with a gift from
Tchoupitoulas!
Everything from fun and funky
to classic and forever for your
special someone this holiday.

Our Showroom Location:
210 N. Lee Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-299-0145
TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Monday through Friday 10am–6pm
Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 12pm–5pm
« Active Duty and Retired US Military ALWAYS receive an additional 10% off every sale.

SEE Gift Guide | 20
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Dysport, Restylane and Smartlipo. Pets on the gift list?
Pay a visit to the cat- and dog food whisperer, Chris
Gabriel at Nature's Nibbles, 2601 Mount Vernon Ave.
Celebrating 10 years in Del Ray, Natures Nibbles provides commercial pet food, and they have beautifully
wrapped goodies for pets.
Stonewall Kitchen at National Harbor has the perfect
gift for the foodie in your life. This bustling shop features
cooking classes, custom gift baskets and more. A gift certificate for Stonewall Kitchen’s classes will provide your
loved one with a wide variety of offerings, with everything from “Cozy New England Luncheon” to “A Coastal
Holiday” on tap. Go to www.stonewallkitchen.com to
check out their monthly calendar of offerings.
Stonewall Kitchen also has a full array of items for
your kitchen, from beautiful table linens to dinnerware
and flatware. Or pick up something for the chocolate
lover in your house, like their Dark Chocolate Cherry
Sauce or Hot Chocolate Bark.
The Giant Food at 621 E. Glebe Road is another place
to create a customized gift, from the scores of gift cards
and flowers and plants to wines and specialty foods. The
possibilities are well worth seeking out. You can compile a custom present jazzed up with a gift card or two.
If you need a bite to eat while shopping, stop by Fireflies, La Bergerie, or Indigo Landing. Del Ray’s Fireflies, at 1501 Mount Vernon Ave., has a comedy open
mic every Monday, and on the weekends, live music en-

hances the whole dining experience.
Mark the calendar for karaoke night
on Dec. 26. In Old Town, La Bergerie
has a special treat for patrons: violinists from President's Own Marine
Corps Band will stroll about while
performing. In addition, La Bergerie’s
wine dinners in January make a super
experiential gift for any oenophile.
Indigo Landing at One Marina Drive along the Potomac River just before National Airport has a staggeringly beautiful view of the river and D.C. Take your significant other out for a memorable Indigo Landing meal,
mention New Year’s Eve and then give an Indigo gift card.

Patina ad.indd 1

Give your pet the gift of
natural and organic pet food

20% off

your first order
with this ad.
Wrapped gift bags
for your pet!!

2601 Mt. Vernon Ave Alexandria, VA
703-931-5241 • info@naturesnibbles.com
12/14/15 7:00 PM

To Thine
Own Self

From our greenhouse
to your home

Be Good

Poinsettias
Fresh Trees and Greens
Holiday Gifts and Accents
Christmas Lights
Home Décor
Firewood

George K. Verghese, MD, FAAD, FACMS
Board-Certified in Dermatology
Fellow of the American College of Mohs Surgery

Medical Skin Care:

Cosmetic Procedures: Skin Cancer Treatments
173 St. Patrick’s Dr., Suite 201, Waldorf, MD 20603

www.midatlanticskin.com

Elsewhere in the local restaurant scene,
the four-month-old Sonoma Cellar at 207
King St. is a delightful, distinctive wine
shop, restaurant and wine-tasting bar offering an unparalleled California wine
tasting experience right in the heart of
Old Town. Most of the wines Sonoma
Cellar sells are not readily available in this area.
Another place with a special atmosphere and history
is Theismann’s at 1800A Diagonal Road, across from
the King Street Metro station. For 40 years, the restaurant has been blended fine dining with a sports bar,
all while keeping the intimacy of a local spot. This is a
great place to stop for lunch, brunch or dinner.

25% off

Dysport and
Restylane

$1500 off
Smartlipo

1721 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, VA 22302 • 703.998.3030
1503 Mt. Vernon Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22301 • 703.837.0500
391 West Bay Front Road • Lothian, MD 20711 • 410-867-9500
www.GreenstreetGardens.com
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A different sort of gift to consider this holiday
season is a gift card to one of the three dining esa pair of our most advanced hearing aids!
tablishments in the Alexandria Restaurant Partners’
(Expires January 1, 2016)
groups, including Majestic Cafe at 911 King St., Virtue
Feed & Grain at 106 S. Union St. or the recently opened
Lena's Wood-Fired Pizza and Tap at 401 E. Braddock
Road. As an added bonus, both the Majestic Cafe and
Virtue Feed & Grain are open on Christmas Day.
While wining and dining, consider a unique, high
quality gift from Goldworks. Located at 1400 King
Are you
St., Goldworks
has unique fine gold jewelry, includHearing
HealtH
listening to me?
ing
brand
new
items
as well as fine estate jewelry. PaSelf-CHeCk Do you...
trons can customize pieces or commission one from
¨ Repeatedly asking “WHAT?”
the shop. In addition, Goldworks can often rework or

Our Holiday offer to you is $1500 off

Someone

on your

caSe?

The T.V. is
too loud!

¨ Turn the TV volume too loud
for others?

¨ Have trouble following
conversations in a crowded place?
¨ Have difficulties understanding
loved ones?

repair vintage gold jewelry.
Art is sure to be a one-of-a-kind gift, and the
nationally known Torpedo Factory has a vast collection of pieces from 80 working studios and more
than 100 artists. Across three floors of studios, one can
find just about every artistic medium in a wide variety
of sizes and price points. Some artists take commissions
for specially designed work, or you can sign the budding
artist in your family up for a class.
The obvious conclusion is to go to the Torpedo
Factory to find an original work of art for someone on
the holiday gift list. There is something for everyone
no matter what your budget or taste in art.
Visit these distinctive shops and restaurants today.

BW Art, Antiques,
and Jewelry

L A N D I N G

olve Your CaSe
ou & a guest
are invited
attend an educational Hearing event
Enjoy
the to
Sounds
whether your problem is
of theàjustDiscover
Season
wax with a Free Otoscope Ear

Find out if it truly is a loss
h a Free Audiometric
aring Screening
Make a

Inspection
Resolution
to get
your hearing checked!

à Free Hearing aid consultation
This invitation is transferrable
to a friend or family member

Give the Gift
of a Memor able Meal.
Call Cosmetic Hearing Solutions today

Gift Cards Available for the Perfect Gift.

Cosmetic Hearing Solutions

New Year’s Eve Dinner
571-312-7345
$75/person for a fabulous menu, DJ, a Champagne toast and party favors!
Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

Exquisite Gifts & Elegant Gift Cards

cosmetichearingsolutions.com 424 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA
424 South
Washington St Alexandria, VA 22314
•

1-571-312-7345 • www.cosmetichearingsolutions.com

703-548-0001

Celebrate the Season at

Open Christmas Eve
4-9pm
Christmas Eve, 11:30am-9pm
Christmas Day, 2pm-9pm Holiday Menu $49/person
MajesticCafe.net

Christmas Eve, 11:30am-9pm
Christmas Day, 3pm-10pm Holiday specials
No time for a holiday party in December?
Book at Virtue in January or February!

Don’t forget the perfect gift…
a delicious night out with a
Theismann’s Gift Card!

18oo Diagonal Rd.  703-739-0777
www.theismanns.com

Christmas Eve, 11:30am-11pm
Closed Christmas Day

ExpEriEncE

Lenaswoodfire.com

JEwElry

VirtueFeedGrain.com
Gift cards
are
delicious
presents!

thE art of
Open Every Day & Evenings

113 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com
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sation about what kind of city we
want to be and who we want to
live here, and then it becomes
about extracting and getting
benefits from developers and
builders.”
At city council’s ceremony
to honor Euille, City Councilor

“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
found my family.”
—Helena Scott

John Chapman held back tears
as he explained the mayor’s influence on him growing up.
“St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes has a tradition where they
have the pre-K kids connect on
their first few days with a senior who is about to graduate,
and they do this because they
want a preschooler to see what

their future can be like,” Chapman said. “I think any AfricanAmerican male, any person of
color in this city is honored to
see someone of your stature, of
your status and of what you’ve
accomplished represent us.”
And at council’s public hearings since the election, even
longtime critics have taken time

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve

D

iscover why many people like you have come to call
the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.
The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott,
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service,
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring
and security that comes with living at the Hermitage.
You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever
need them.

h

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

h

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

to give their appreciation for
Euille’s service to the city.
“It would be hard to imagine
someone who has handled the
ceremonial and official functions of the office of mayor
with such aplomb and grace as
[Euille],” said Dino Drudi last
month. “I think even persons
like myself, who may criticize
policy and strategy and that
sort of thing, recognize and appreciate the way the mayor has
presented the city to the citizens
and to the outside world.”

Looking forward, Euille
said he is still examining his
opportunities. He said he may
enter the nonprofit sector or return to his business that helps
companies apply for federal
government contracts, among
other ideas. But he wants to remain a staunch advocate in the
city for issues facing local teens
and young adults, as well as affordable housing.
“And I want to find time
to write a book somewhere in
there,” he said with a laugh.

Robinson

gave testimony and their divisions were apparent as two spoke
in favor while two spoke against
the project. Chairman John Von
Senden and vice chairman Chip
Carlin both said that while it was
a difficult process of back and
forth between the city and the
developer, the results achieved
are strong. But BAR members
Wayne Neale and Margaret Miller disagreed in their testimony.
“When you look at the
project, does it look like Old
Town?” Neale asked. “Does it
feel like Old Town? It’s really
not there yet.”
“This project is very good,”
Miller agreed. “It needs to become great. This frenetic race to
approve is short-changing history, and is short-changing our
citizens.”
Several people spoke in support of the project in its current
form, emphasizing that while
there will never be universal
agreement on anything, the time
is right to move forward and for
the process of construction to be
allowed to get underway.
“I’m concerned that we can’t
delay this endlessly,” said resident Joan Huffright. “It’s time
to move this project forward.
There’s been no rush here. This
has been years in the making
and years of arguments and
years of discussion.”
“I really do think this is a
dead horse that has been sufficiently beaten,” agreed Robert
Atkinson.
Council’s rejection of the appeals means the project can proceed in its current form, with demolition set to begin in the spring.

FROM | 10

tions did not receive a second
and so was not put to a vote. City
Councilor Justin Wilson then
proposed a motion to accept the
BAR’s approvals on the grounds
that the structures are consistent
with the Old and Historic District, the reference to commercial character is historically accurate and that the development
enhances waterfront accessibility, among other reasons.
Smedberg suggested an
amendment to include language
narrowing city staff’s ability to further refine the plan as
it stands. Wilson accepted the
change after Smedberg raised
concerns that continued changes
would undermine the project as
it was previously approved and
leave it open to the developer using value engineering in its selection of materials.
Public testimony attracted
many familiar advocates both
for and against the waterfront
development, with several individuals noting their agreement
with Silberberg’s opinion that
the project is not in keeping
with the heritage of Old Town.
“This is another condo and
restaurant complex so at home
in some suburban faux-town
center, but so pedestrian and out
of place at the foot of our most
historic street,” said resident
Bob Wood. “There’s nothing
welcoming in the glass monolith crowding the waterline, and
nothing accommodating of the
public in the townhouse-centric
warren of interior buildings.”
Four members of the BAR

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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In Memoriam

Beautiful Butch

Roger Mason Sheppard
Roger Mason Sheppard
was born on May 11, 1964 and
was the devoted son of Catherine and James Sheppard of
Jeffersonton, Va. in Culpeper
County. He attended Culpeper County High School, and
after he graduated, Sheppard
joined the U.S. Army.
After serving in the Army,
Sheppard pursued his dream
of starting his own light construction project business. He
was skilled in a variety of aspects of home improvement
from renovating kitchens and
bathrooms, designing closets and shelving, rebuilding
fences and gates and more.
Sheppard had numerous Alexandria clients by referral and they all trusted and
adored him, appreciated his
work and the way he always
watched out for them.
Regardless of his specific
project, Sheppard would often
notice other things that needed attention in his clients’

houses and fixed problems
without being asked. Later,
he would quietly mention he
had corrected a problem and
never asked to be compensated. He reminded his clients
to change their smoke detector batteries, turn off their
outside faucets, bring in their
plants over winter to avoid
freezing and provided many
other useful household tips.
If his clients were getting rid of furniture, rugs or
anything that could be of use
to someone else, Sheppard
would take the items and donate them to a charity store.
His clients remember him as
being kind, extremely honest,
hard-working, tidy and charitable to a fault. He took pride
in his work and loved what he
did.
In Sheppard’s free time, he
enjoyed following the Pittsburgh Steelers and Washington Redskins in the NFL,
fishing and reading the Bible.

Unleash your
hidden
superpowers
Become a foster parent

Butch was found as a tiny
kitten and spent his early
months with a great foster
family where he learned
good manners and how
to be a true snuggler.
Come meet this cutie on
Saturday or Sunday from
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For
more information contact
King Street Cats.
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Roger Mason Sheppard

He was always up to date with
news, politics and sports.
Sheppard knew which teams
his clients liked and loved to
converse with them on a wide
range of subjects.
Sheppard died at home in
Woodbridge on November 24
of natural causes. He will be
missed greatly by his friends
and clients.

ASPA

Alexandria School for the Performing Arts
1804 Mount Vernon Ave Alexandria, VA 22301

Kids
in our
community
need
super parents
like you.

Call us today!
855-367-8637
www.umfs.org

Classes in guitar, piano,
voice, & dance

Registration is now open!
Classes begin January 6, 2016
703-836-2427
Less than $8/Class ($70 for the semester)
Contact: cheryl_gage@uss.salvationarmy.org
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Young fencer looks to make further moves
T.C. senior Jacob Asch
ranks in top 20 nationally
in age group
By Chris Teale

Jacob Asch was first introduced to the sport of fencing
when he attended a summer
camp for the sport at the age
of 10 with his friend Grant
Wagner. In a sport where
elite athletes generally start
at around 8 years old, he was
a relative latecomer, but has
flourished.
Now, the T.C. Williams
senior is nationally ranked in
the Under-20 age group for
the saber and looking to climb
higher. At one point he was
ranked as high as No. 8 but
has recently fallen back into
the top 20.
There are three categories
of weapons in fencing — saber, foil and epee — with
different rules and strategies
for each. The saber is a light
cutting and thrusting weapon with which the fencer can

target the entire body above
the waist, except the weapon hand. Points are scored
when one fencer hits their
opponent cleanly in the target area in a very fast-paced
game of strategy, aggression
and skill.
Asch said he enjoys the
strategy side of the sport,
and he has already made
great strides. In 2013, at
age 16, he won the Virginia
State Championships, and
has since competed in national North American Cup
competitions across the
country and several World
Cup events internationally.
So far, he has competed in
Under-20 events in Hungary,
Poland and Germany, experiences he said have been extremely beneficial.
“It’s extremely intimidating,” Asch said. “It really
puts your ego in check. The
experience is very good, but
especially when you’re travel-

Courtesy Photo

Jacob Asch (right) looks to avoid being struck during a fencing match. The T.C. Williams senior is in the top
20 nationally in the Under-20 age group for the saber, and has competed in several international events.
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Max class size of six.
$100 due at signing. Expires 1/31/16

�
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Full One-Hour Sessions.
$280 due at signing. Expires 1/31/16

ing across an ocean, the jet lag
kills you.”
Asch is a member of the
D.C. Fencers Club, based
in Silver Spring, Md., and
competed in the NAC event
in Richmond in early October, a competition that also
doubles as an Olympic qualifying tournament, meaning
all competitors earn national
ranking points that count
toward qualification for the
2016 Summer Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro.
He said that his relatively
late entry into the sport makes
things difficult at times. But
after several strong finishes
in national competitions, including saber gold at the 2014
Capitol Clash, the largest allyouth fencing event in the
world, Asch appears to be doing well.
“It’s a lot to take in, because most of these kids that

I’m fencing with have been
traveling like this for three
or four plus years, while I’ve
only started doing it this
year,” Asch said. “I started
late, and they started when
they were 8 years old. The
traveling is a grind, because
you’re in another place for a
weekend and you have to get
back on the plane.”
But he sees his triumph
at the state championships in
2013 as a strong indication
of how far he has progressed
already, especially since he
had only been fencing for six
years.
Looking toward the future, Asch said there are
plenty of opportunities to
fence in college, as a number of schools have declared
an interest in recruiting him,
including 2009 and 2010
SEE ASCH | 25
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Sports SHORTS

Episcopal boys basketball
continue hot streak

PHOTo/D.C. Fencers CLub

Jacob Asch (left) stands alongside D.C. Fencers Club head
coach Janusz Smolenski after
winning gold in the Cadet Men’s
Saber competition at the 2014
Capitol Clash, the world’s largest
all-youth fencing tournament.

ASCH

FROM | 24

NCAA national champion
Penn State.
Asch said he has the ambition of being an NCAA AllAmerican, but knows that
opportunities beyond college
may be scarce in an entirely
amateur sport.

On the back of an Interscholastic Athletic Conference
championship last year, the
Episcopal boys basketball
team has started the 2015-16
season strongly with a 7-0 record at the time of writing.
The streak began with an
away victory over Georgetown Day, and continued with
three straight wins in St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes’ Sleepy
Thompson tournament over
Norfolk Collegiate, St. Anne’sBelfield and Atlantic Shores
Christian. Most recently, the
Maroon won away at Potomac,
then beat Flint Hill and boarding school rival Woodberry
Forest on their home court.
Episcopal will travel to The
Hill School in Pottstown, Penn.
for the Mercer Invitational
Tournament in its final games
before the Christmas break.
Meanwhile, the Saints boys
are on a three-game winning
streak having rebounded from
an overtime defeat to Atlantic

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family!

• Expanded Wellness Floor
• Renovated Indoor Pool
• Enhanced member connection area
• Expanded weekday hours
• Enhanced child care area

Shores Christian in the Sleepy
Thompson. Most recently, SSSAS beat Middleburg 59-55
away and then Millwood 5853 at home in overtime. Next
up for the Saints is a match-up
with Woodson in the DMV
Tip-Off Classic on Saturday.
The Bishop Ireton girls
basketball team continued its
winning ways and is 5-2 at the
time of writing, while the Saints
girls are 3-2. Episcopal’s girls
are 2-3, while Ireton’s boys are
2-5 and on a four-game losing
streak.
The T.C. Williams boys are
1-3 after an 83-77 loss Tuesday to Lake Braddock. The
T.C. girls are 1-2, pending their
Tuesday night game
- Chris Teale

ONE WEEK GUEST PASS

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to
one pass redemption during any one-year period.

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 838-8085 www.ymcadc.org
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In this season of giving, donate to ReStore
to support your local Habitat for Humanity!
 Keep re-usable items out of landfills
 Save time by scheduling a free pick up
 Receive a tax receipt for your donations

ReStore sells donated appliances, building supplies, furniture and more at steep
discounts. Profits support Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia’s mission to
provide affordable homeownership opportunities – and hope – to families in need.

ReStore │| 869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304 │| 703-360-6700
Donation Drop-off Hours
Mon. – Sat.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sun.: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Shopping Hours
Mon. – Fri.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sun.: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
www.restorenova.org

Website Design & Development
Hosting & Maintenance
Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

The big hit

‘The Big Short’ is masterful look at subprime mortgage crisis

PHOtoS/PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Christian Bale (left) and Steve Carell are just two of the many stars
to come together in Adam McKay's film "The Big Short." The movie
tells the true story of the lead-up to the subprime mortgage crisis
of the mid-2000s and the few who anticipated it.
By Richard Roeper

Impossible.
Even with the benefit of
20/15 hindsight, it’s impossible to fathom exactly how the
housing bubble of the 2000s
was allowed to balloon to such
gigantic proportions before exploding in such epic fashion.
On a much, much, much
lesser scale of importance, even
with the benefit of using Michael
Lewis’ brilliant “The Big Short:
Inside the Doomsday Machine”
as a blueprint, it’s impossible
to fathom how writer-director
Adam McKay has turned this
material into one of the funniest and yet most sobering, not to
mention one of the most entertaining movies of 2015.
What a feat by McKay, best
known for subversive comedies
such as “Anchorman” and “Talladega Nights.” Directing with
feverish ingenuity, as if he’d been
told this is the last movie he’ll
ever make, McKay pulls out all
the tricks, from dizzying handheld camera moves to having
characters occasionally break
the fourth wall to staging hilarious cameos in which celebrities

playing themselves break down
some of the most complicated
“inside baseball” talk about the
subprime mortgage crisis and
collateralized debt obligations
and mortgage-backed securities.
And it’s mostly a comedy. A
devastatingly funny comedy.
McKay focuses on three
oddball characters (all based on
real-life individuals) who were
among the very small handful
who saw the collapse coming a
mile away:
• Michael Burry (Christian
Bale, who has the chiseled,
crooked teeth of a vampire who
just fought another vampire, and
eyes that look in different directions), a medical doctor and
social misfit with a glass eye,
a propensity for wearing cargo
shorts and blasting heavy metal
in his office, and the inability to
carry on a simple conversation
with a fellow human being.
• Mark Baum (Steve Carell,
sporting an alarming hairpiece),
a loud and abrasive maverick who
rails at the injustices of the world
while heading a small hedge fund
comprised of similarly cynical
and pessimistic souls.

• Jared Vennett (Ryan Gosling, with tightly permed hair
and too-slick banker’s suits),
who works at Deutsche Bank
and is convinced his employers,
along with Lehman Brothers
and Bear Stearns and JP Morgan
Chase, et al., are acting in either
astonishingly ignorant or criminally abusive fashion.
Perhaps a little of both.
Gosling’s Jared acts as the occasional narrator of the story —
akin to Ray Liotta’s Henry Hill in
“Goodfellas,” except Henry never said things like, “Does all this
make you feel bored or stupid?
Well, here’s [celebrity cameo to
explain it in simple terms.]”
“The Big Short” mirrors the
chaotic times it chronicles, continually introducing new characters as well as fresh, seemingly
insane chunks of information. At
one point Vennett plays a game of
Jenga to explain “NINJA” loans,
i.e., mortgages where the borrower had no obligation to supply
verification of a steady income
or assets of any kind. It’s a nifty
set piece that serves to educate
the other characters in the room,
and all of us following along in

the audience, our mouths slightly
agape at this insanity.
At another juncture a nearly
unrecognizable Brad Pitt shows
up as Ben Rickert, a legendary
financial guru who is out of the
game, but is persuaded by two
young traders (John Magaro
and Finn Wittrock) to jump
back in and guide them through
the madness — because even
though the two young guys are
working out of their garage,
they, too, see the crisis coming
and they want to cash in on it.
This is another tricky thing
about “The Big Short.” The heroes, Baum and Vennett and
Burry and their associates, are
100 percent sure the market is
going to collapse, which means
they’re betting a total of well
over a billion dollars against the
mortgage-based economy. If
they’re right, millions of Americans will lose their homes. If
they’re right, the result could
ripple across the globe.
If you think of the warmest
actor in the world, someone who
always connects with the audience regardless of role — say, a
Tom Hanks or a Julia Roberts —

then Christian Bale would have
to be at the polar opposite of the
spectrum. He’s a great actor, but
you never hear his persona described as “likable.” That serves
Bale to great effect here, as he’s
playing a genius who doesn’t
know how to connect with the
world around him.
Gosling is slick and smart
and funny as Vennett. Carell,
following up on his work in
“Foxcatcher,” cements his reputation as a first rate serio-comic
actor. Brad Pitt is so good as
Rickert, I’d want to see an entire movie about that guy.
Some movies contain one
or two scenes you always think
about when you think about
that movie. With “The Big
Short,” there are a dozen such
scenes. Have I told you about
the Vegas dinner where Baum
confronts an insufferably smug
manager of CDO’s?
I could keep going, but I want
you to save the pleasures of “The
Big Short” for your own viewing
experience. This film deserves a
Best Picture nomination. It’s one
of the best times I’ve had at the
movies all year.
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cheer with guests.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.
org/Christmas

December 18th
FACTORY SOCIETY HOLIDAY
WINE TASTING The Factory Society

To have your event
considered for our
calendar listings,
please email
events@alextimes.com.
Now to December 23
HOLIDAY MARKET ANNUAL FESTIVAL Modeled in

similar fashion to Europe’s festive
Christmas markets, the Alexandria’s
Holiday Festival will encourage
shoppers to "shop outside the box"
and come outdoors to the festival
to find unique art and craft items,
enjoy sweets and mulled wine.
Time: December 18, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: 300 John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholidaymarket@gmail.com or www.alexandriaholidaymarket.com/contact-us

Now to January 6
CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT
VERNON Visit George Washington’s

estate and see Aladdin the camel on
the grounds, in honor of the camel
that Washington paid to visit Mount
Vernon in 1787. Stroll through Mount
Vernon’s modern buildings and
view sparkling holiday decorations,
featuring 12 dazzling Christmas trees
and historical chocolate-making demonstrations. Experience Christmas
how the Washingtons would have celebrated it on a tour of the mansion,
including the rarely-open third floor.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

December 18-19
CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS
AT MOUNT VERNON An evening

of family-friendly fun and fireworks
choreographed to holiday music. Take
a stroll through the estate while being
serenaded by local choirs, visit with
re-enactors from the First Virginia
Regiment in winter encampment and
learn 18th-century dance moves from
costumed guides in the Greenhouse.
“George and Martha Washington” will
also be on site to share their holiday

invites young professionals to an afterhours event featuring tastings from
Altura Wine, desserts by Kilwins and
visits to the studios of Torpedo Factory
Resident Artists. Tickets cost $30 and
must be purchased in advance.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-838-4565 x
305 or www.torpedofactory.org/
event/factory-society-holiday-winetasting

December 19
DOWNTON ABBEY CHRISTMAS TEA Discuss what may hap-

pen in the final season of “Downton
Abbey” while enjoying a traditional
tea, then follow a special private tour
of the house showing the surprising
connections between the people and
places of Downton Abbey and those
of the Lee-Fendall House.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or
www.leefendallhouse.org

December 20–24
HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP Tor-

pedo Factory artists offer handmade
gift items priced at $100 or under in
this special one-stop pop up shop.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-838-4565 or
admin@torpedofactoryartists.com

December 20
MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLELIGHT Enjoy character-guided

tours of the first and second floors
of the mansion, 18th-century dancing and fireside caroling. On the final stop of the tour, guests will hear
about Washingtons’ holiday cooking
and see a reproduction of Martha’s
Great Cake. “Mrs. Washington” and
Aladdin the Christmas camel will
also be on site. Admission costs
$22 for adults, $15 for youth.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

NOTES ON THE STATE OF
VIRGINIA OPENING RECEPTION The opening reception for

the exhibition “Notes on the State

of Virginia,” featuring works by Suzanne Stryk and based on Thomas
Jefferson's book of the same name.
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

December 24
WATER SKIING SANTA Come
and see Santa water ski on the
Potomac River in an exciting event
for the whole family.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 571-395-2929,
waterski.santa@gmail.com or www.
waterskiingsanta.com

annual Fun Hunt will be followed at 7
p.m. by live musical performances at
more than 20 indoor venues.
Time: Thursday 2 p.m. to Friday
12:30 a.m.
Location: Various
Information: 703-746-3299,
adorman@meetingsandeventsofdistinction.com or www.firstnightalexandria.org

January 7-21
CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE
CLASSES In preparation for the

Civil War Ball on January 23, learn the
waltz, polka, Virginia Reel and more

from an expert dance master. Admission costs $12 per class or $30 for
the series. Reservations are recommended. Tickets can be purchased
online.
Time: Each Tuesday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

January 10
WINTER WARMER LADIES
TEA Choose from a variety of

SEE Calendar | 33

December 27
KWANZAA CELEBRATION The
Northern Virginia Kwanzaa Collective’s inaugural Kwanzaa celebration. Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright,
Jr., Pastor Emeritus of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago, Ill., will
be the guest speaker.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: novakwanzaacollective@gmail.com

December 31
FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA

A spectacular fireworks display over
the Potomac River will ring in the New
Year as part of First Night Alexandria,
the largest family-friendly New Year's
Eve party in the region. All of Old Town
will be buzzing with activity throughout
the day. Afternoon activities and the

Grey Gardens

1/16 - 2/6
The musical about Edith Bouvier
Beale and her daughter, Edith ‘Little
Edie’ Bouvier Beale. Grey Gardens,
their Hampton home, is in shambles
and so are their lives. Coming soon
Edith and Little Eddie
once lived fun, lavish lives
but are now recluses in
their decaying mansion,
live with stray animals,
plan their escape though
obvious they never will.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m
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At Home

Going over the line:
How to steal a view
By Marty Ross

PHOTO/MATTHEW CUNNINGHAM LANDSCAPE DESIGN

A patio laid with thick slabs of granite at the edge of this property
in Maine encourages the owner and visitors to stop for a moment
and take in the view beyond. A patio doesn't have to be large to be
effective, says Matthew Cunningham, the landscape architect who
designed the project.

Garden designers have a
trick for making the most
of the views in your garden:
They borrow scenery from
the neighbors — or from
the nature and architecture
around you.
Borrowing a view means
taking full advantage of the
backdrops outside the boundaries of your own property
and making them yours by
framing them in your landscape design. The idea isn't
new — it comes from old

Chinese and Japanese design principles. European
and American garden designers adopted the idea eagerly;
prospects in the great garden
at Versailles, designed by Le
Notre in the 18th century,
embrace the countryside beyond the fabulous estate outside Paris.
Modern garden designers
rely on borrowed views to
this day. "Absolutely. Borrowed views are everything,"
says Matthew Cunningham,
a landscape architect and

principle of Matthew Cunningham Landscape Design
in the Boston area. "For us,"
he says, "looking at the context of the site means looking
outside the property lines, to
see what elements or features
we can pull in as part of the
garden."
Cunningham has done this
most spectacularly at a garden
on the coast of Maine, where a
small stone patio at the edge of
a property on Mount Desert IsSEE VIEW | 29

HOME OF THE WEEK

A beautiful home with historic significance
A rare opportunity to own a
gracious home and make it your
own. Sitting on 1.27 acres of treed
land in the heart of Alexandria,
the Jeanne Parish home, built in
1914, is a city landmark.
The house is named for a nurse
whose inheritance, from an heir
to the Marshall Fields department
store empire, allowed her to purchase the land and build a home.
The home features gracious
dining and living rooms, an updated kitchen with sitting room,
and glassed in breakfast room.
The stone terrace has views of
the bucolic backyard. A quarter
acre lot can be subdivided from
the property for a new home to be
built. Make this unique property
your own.

At a Glance:
Location: 2210 Russell Road,
Alexandria, VA 22301
Price: $2,495,000

PHOTOs/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE

Don’t miss your chance to purchase a historic home in the heart of Alexandria that
features an updated eat-in kitchen (upper left) with adjacent family room. The spacious dining room (lower left) makes for easy entertaining.

Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3.5
Style: Colonial
Year built: 1914
Parking: Off street/driveway

Contact: Sue and Allison Goodhart,
McEnearney Associates,
703-362-3221, sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
or allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
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Class A Builder

License #2705 057273A
kenwardhomes@gmail.com
www.wardremodeling.com
PHOTO/COLLEEN HAMILTON, BLOOMIN’ LANDSCAPE DESIGNS

A spectacular line of Italian cypresses inspired the design of this
California garden. The cypresses and palm trees are across the
property line from the owner's garden. Colleen Hamilton, a garden
designer, suggested this interpretation and changed her client's
opinion about the neighbor's trees.

Call Us Today

703-533-2423

for a no obligation
discussion about
HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Additions and Alterations | Interiors and Exteriors | Kitchens Baths Basements
Roofs Windows Siding | Handyman | Ask about our 40 year roof warranty!

At Home in Alexandria!

Helping our
our Alexandria
Alexandrianeighbors
neighborsages
remain
Helping
55 +
independent
and inand
their
remain
independent
in own
their homes
own homes

PHOTO/MATTHEW CUNNINGHAM LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Borrowed views in urban gardens can pick up on the city vibe while still providing privacy in a small space.
Matthew Cunningham designed this patio garden in Boston's South End as a contemporary respite from
the pulse of the city. Antique cobblestones reinforce the relationship between the old and the new.

VIEW

FROM | 28

land provides a contemplative
spot for taking in the dramatic
water view. The patio unites the
garden and the view. But you
don't have to live next to the
ocean — or mountains, woods,
meadows or marshes — to
grab a dazzling bit of scenery.
In another client's garden, the
master bathroom skylight was
placed to give the owners a
view of the graceful branches

of a large oak tree near the
house. "You never think of the
sky as being a vista," Cunningham says, "but it is."
Trying to discover the
potential of borrowed views
is "one of the first things we
do when we first start working on a project with a client,"
Cunningham says. The good
views, and the bad views
(which can be screened), are
taken into consideration all
through the planning process.

It often takes a practiced
eye to discover the untapped
potential of neighborhood
scenes. Colleen Hamilton, a
garden designer and owner of
Bloomin' Landscape Designs
in Carmichael, California,
says a client she worked with
disliked the Italian cypresses
her neighbors had planted and
wanted to screen them out.
Instead, Hamilton framed
SEE VIEW | 33

This holiday season,
give a gift to Mom or Dad
that is practical & valuable —
an AHA membership.
You will receive a gift too —
peace of mind,
knowing they are
getting that extra support
when you cannot be there.
703.231.0824
www.athomeinalexandria.org
aha@athomeinalexandria.org
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A look back at an
accomplished career

Last weekend, Mayor Bill Euille chaired the final city council
hearing of his term. He will relinquish his post on January 4,
2016, following his losses to Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg in
the June Democratic primary and again in the November general
election after he ran as a write-in candidate.
As this phase of Euille’s life draws to a close, it affords Alexandrians an opportunity to reflect on his many accomplishments.
In many ways, Euille’s life is the quintessential “local boy makes
good” tale. Born and raised in Alexandria, he returned home after
college, got a job in the private sector, started his own business and
entered public life. He served on the school board, city council and
was eventually elected mayor, a post he has held for 12 years.
But Euille’s story is more layered and complex than that.
Raised by a single mother, he grew up in public housing. He
was part of the second graduating class of T.C. Williams High
School and experienced the tumult of racial integration there.
He watched on TV in 1963 as a teenager when Martin Luther
King gave his “I Have a Dream” speech and wrote eloquently about
that experience in these pages two years ago. Euille was a keynote
speaker at his high school graduation in 1968, two months after
King’s assassination, and used the opportunity to reflect on the life
and words of the slain civil rights leader.
Euille’s election as mayor in 2003 held special significance:
he was the first black mayor in the history of the former Confederate-sympathizing city. He has set an example for the city’s
children, particularly minorities, in both the office he attained
and the man he became. A generation of young people now see
what they can become if they dream big.
Euille has a long list of accomplishments from his 30 years
of public service. A number of capital improvement projects
have been enacted during his term as mayor, including the rebuilding of T.C. Williams and Jefferson-Houston School, the
new police headquarters on Wheeler Avenue and a new fire
station in the Eisenhower Valley.
Despite a continued decline in the city’s affordable housing
supply, Euille has made the issue — “housing affordability”
as he calls it — a priority. He has taken creative approaches
to developing new affordable housing units, such as building
apartment atop a fire station at Potomac Yard.
The mayor has also supported many nonprofits, with both his
time and money, including Hopkins House, the local Boys and Girls
Club, the American Heart Association, ACT for Alexandria, NOVA
Urban League, INOVA Alexandria hospital and the United Way.
Yes, there have been controversies along the way. The BRAC
133 relocation to the Mark Center, which occurred during Euille’s
tenure as mayor, was widely viewed as a negative for the city.
Controversy over redevelopment of Alexandria’s waterfront has
yet to abate, and it has included the perception that the mayor is
too close to builders who stand to profit from development. Euille
also came under fire for threatening the use of eminent domain in
the city’s ongoing battle with the Old Dominion Boat Club.
But as we look back on Euille’s time in public office, the
body of his work is overwhelmingly positive. All Alexandrians owe the outgoing mayor a debt of gratitude for not just his
accomplishments, but also his love for our wonderful city. We
wish him well in the next phase of his life.
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Appropriation requires
discussion, not dismissal
To the editor:
I am writing in response
to Denise Dunbar’s latest
column (“An appropriated
column,” December 10),
which I found to be offensive and petty.
I was disappointed to
see her piece printed at all,
particularly in this city, in
2015. It seemed incredibly
tone-deaf to me at a time
when we as a country are
wrestling with very real and
disturbing arguments about
xenophobia and immigration.
Ms. Dunbar chose to
take a very one-dimensional view of “cultural appropriation.” By her logic,
any Alexandrians without
Scottish heritage (including myself) are guilty of

cultural appropriation for
celebrating the Scottish
Walk Parade last weekend,
especially those who dared
to wear plaid.
Cultural appropriation
is a sensitive, tense issue; it bears the potential
for positive sharing, but
it also bears the potential
for much offense. Instead
of bemoaning that she can
no longer have her favorite
Korean takeout, Ms. Dunbar — and the rest of us —
should instead focus on engaging with other cultures
beyond such a superficial
level.
Particularly in light of
recent political rhetoric,
we need to work towards
greater understanding and
respect, not nitpicking. We

each can choose to learn
about the cultures that surround us: their beliefs, their
artistry and their people.
Perhaps Ms. Dunbar’s
column holds sway with
the conservatives of Alexandria, who believe in the
ongoing moral decay that
is affecting not only this
city but also the United
States as a whole. But our
country and our city were
founded from pieces of
many cultures, a fact that
seems to fall victim to selective forgetting.
In the future, I hope that
Ms. Dunbar and the editor
exercise better judgment
in how they choose to use
their platform.
- Holly Bowers
Alexandria

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

December 17, 2015 | 31

We must promote shared
parenting solutions in Virginia
To the editor:
In 2014, Virginia was home to 552,000
children living in split homes. This number
amounts to 31 percent of all of Virginia’s
children — a percentage that is greater in
38 other states. While we may not be able to
have an impact on parents’ decisions to split
or stay together, we absolutely can affect
what is in the best interest of the children in
those split homes.
As unfortunate as it may be, the reality
is that divorce and separations happen, and
when it does, we need to have a system in
place that protects children from being
yanked away from one or the other parent.
To be clear, we are not talking about the
cases of verified domestic abuse or serious
issues with drug and alcohol abuse. We are
talking about the majority of families who
split up but do not detest or want to avoid
each other at all costs in the future. The children in these families deserve to have both
parents in their lives, to the maximum extent
possible. Even where the parents are not colocated, a minimum of 35 percent of time
with each parent is certainly feasible and
easily ordered by the courts.
Unfortunately, that is often not the case in
Virginia. A majority of the time, one parent
is declared the “winner” and the other is declared the “loser.” All semblance of encouraging cooperative behavior is thrown out the
window in the pursuit of establishing this dichotomy, and this combative dynamic drives
up court costs, increases stress and can lead
to poor outcome for children.
Why this happens is a complex question,
but there is a solution. We have the option to
work together to change the way the wellbe-

ing of our children is determined in today’s
family courts. That choice is joining the National Parents Organization in Virginia.
The NPO is the only and largest organization of its kind to bring men and women
together around the typically contentious
issue of child custody and allow them to
work sensibly, methodically and progressively toward a common-sense solution that
limits the burden on our government, decreases the stress on parents and maximizes
the well-being and potential of our children.
The NPO’s efforts to assess the state of child
custody include issuing the Shared Parenting
Report Card, which served as the first study
to grade each state on how well state laws
support shared parenting.
We invite you to join us. Come find out
what we’re all about. Check out our Virginia
Chapter website at https://www.nationalparentsorganization.org/affiliate-network/
va/news/mzu. We are volunteers looking
to make a real, lasting difference. We have
already accomplished much in our first year
and look forward to continuing our collective progress toward passing legislation that
implements shared parenting, while also addressing the concerns that have hampered its
passage in the past.
Let’s work together rather than against
each other. That belief lies at the core of our
approach to taking back the raising of our
kids. Join us and find out why we are driving
the solution not only in Virginia but also in
as many as 20 other states across the nation,
and counting.
		
- Christian Paasch, chairman,
National Parents Organization of Virginia,
Alexandria

Council pay raise proposal was ill-conceived
To the editor:
The push by the political leaders of
Alexandria to vote themselves a large
pay increase is unseemly ("Council
mulls pay raise for members," December
10). It gives the city the nasty whiff of
my hometown of D.C.
Given that taxes keep going up, the city's
debt remains at irresponsible levels, and
many city projects are in dire need of reform,
the optics are terrible. And all the more so
with the stagnancy of the economy, which is
forcing many of us to tighten our belts.
Yes, the argument is that “we need to
attract qualified people to run for office.”
Well, who have we had governing for the

past several years, third stringers? How
many local politicians have decided to
run again after their term was over in the
past election? Just one or two, or almost
all? The argument is nonsensical and borderline insulting.
I hope city leaders don’t adopt the
ways of Washington, where being a politician becomes a lucrative job advancement. If they can’t afford more than one
term then they should leave. Politics
should not be a career. The city council
and the mayor’s office are to serve the
interests of the people, not themselves.
		
- Francois Krodel
Alexandria

Senior Corner
by Velda Weathers

The battle against
senior neglect
“Tis the season to be jolly” deemed legally by a judge to be
is the age old saying during this incapacitated. What you see as
time of year. Unfortunately, this being poor judgment or poor deis not the case for some of our cision-making may not be the perseniors in Alexandria. Some of spective of the senior. This may be
the seniors in our community difficult for some to understand
are alone, isolated, estranged but we must recognize the senior’s
from loved ones and friends, de- right to self-determination.
pressed and have not had visitors
Many seniors will tell their
throughout the year. It is not sur- children, friends, relatives, neighprising to hear or find that some bors and colleagues to respect
city residents are self-neglecting their wishes and their lifestyle.
or being neglected beThis can be a difficult
hind closed doors.
situation for the children
Signs of neglect inas they may have to take
clude the lack of necesthe lead in stopping the
sary assistance to keep
neglect.
Appropriate
physically and mentally
steps to take may inhealthy, the failure to
clude calling APS, takprovide one’s self with
ing the senior to their
the necessities of life, Velda Weathers primary care physician,
such as food, clothing,
if there is one, taking the
shelter, needed medical care and senior to the hospital emergency
reasonable financial management. room — sometimes against their
Some examples of neglect will — seeking help from mental
are unsanitary or unsafe hous- health professionals or seeking
ing conditions, malnourishment, legal advice regarding guardianunexplained weight loss, inap- ship or conservatorship.
propriate or inadequate clothing,
Many seniors tell their APS
untreated medical conditions, worker to respect their wishes
sudden withdrawal from normal and way of living. Some fear
activities, property or savings that they will be taken from
mismanagement and unpaid bills. their home and placed in a
Family, friends and colleagues nursing home or assisted livsometimes visit a loved one and ing facility. The role of the APS
find themselves in disbelief over worker is to investigate the allethe condition of the home or the gations, to ensure the safety of
condition of the senior themselves the senior and to provide inter(mentally, medically or physi- vention if necessary.
cally). Adult Protective Services
Seniors have the right to rereceives calls and makes home fuse APS services and the right
visits to investigate suspected al- to self-determination. If you
legations of abuse, neglect or ex- suspect a senior in your commuploitation of seniors over 60 and nity is being neglected or is selfdisabled adults over 18.
neglecting call APS at 703-746It is important to keep in mind 5999 or the 24-hour APS Hotline
when visiting your loved one dur- at 1-888-832-3858.
ing this holiday season that they
The writer is the city adult
still have the right to make poor
protective services supervisor.
decisions unless they have been
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A look to the north of Civil War Alexandria

T

his is another segment
of Charles Magnus’ famous lithograph “Bird’s
Eye View of Alexandria, Va.,”
which documents the north
side of downtown Alexandria
in 1863. The image is looking
west from approximately Lee
Street at the lower edge to Fayette Street in the far distance.
On the left is Cameron
Street, bisected by the presence
of Christ Church just above the
centerline, and to the right is
Oronoco Street, flanked a bit
further to the north by Pendleton Street, which at the time
did not yet extend fully east of
Columbus Street.
The huge building in the top
center of the view is the massive bakery constructed by the
Union Army to provide bread
for the thousands of soldiers
occupying Northern Virginia.
At this location, at the corner
of Princess and Fayette streets,
200 workers working around
the clock turned out 90,000
loaves of bread daily.
Just to the east of the bakery, the large building with a
cupola and four massive columns is the U.S. Courthouse,
built in 1838 after being designed by noted architect Robert Mills. The courthouse was
the only building built by the
federal government during the
period of Alexandria’s inclusion within the boundaries of
Washington, D.C.
One block further to the
southeast, in what is now the
200 block of N. Washington
St., the Joseph Lloyd House,
old Hoffman Sugar mill and

The Ariail family
Suzanne Brock
William Dunbar

In response to
“Our View: A lame duck
session is the wrong
time to enact a council
pay raise,” December
10:
John Scalia writes:

Benjamin Hallowell’s school
nicknamed “Brimstone Castle” stand just to the right of
Christ Church.
On the north side of Princess Street, at dead center of
the view, the white building
on the northeast corner of St.
Asaph Street is the old Alexandria Jail with its jail yard surrounded by a high brick wall.
Further east at North Fairfax
Street is the former depot of
the Alexandria, Loudon and
Hampshire Railroad Company
that by this time had been taken over by the Federal Quartermaster Department.
Barely visible is a 10-foot
wooden fence which sealed
off the city from a potential
waterfront attack by Confederate rebels. The white building one block to the south was
one of Alexandria’s earliest
structures built for a pre-revolutionary era store, the “House
of Glasford & Company” from
Glasgow, Scotland.
At the time of the Civil War,
Alexandria was ringed with
farms and open spaces and a
number of roadways planned in
the grid system of streets had

not yet been formally built, with
only paths occupying the public
right-of-way that would be later
cut through. In this portion of
the lithograph, Magnus clearly
captures the Union camps that
occupied several of these spaces, including one just east of the
Lee family homes on Oronoco
Street between North Washington and St. Asaph streets.
At the top of the image are
more Union camps filled with
tents from a Pennsylvania regiment, while at the southeast
corner of North Royal and Princess streets there appears to
be a collection of small shacks
and shanties possibly occupied
by Contrabands, former African-American slaves that had
escaped bondage and fled to
Alexandria seeking protection
behind Union lines.
This became the southern
edge of an African-American
neighborhood that came to be
called “The Berg” named after
Petersburg, Va. where many
residents had migrated from.
Out of the Attic is provided
by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

[I have] no problem with
city council getting a raise.
They commit a lot of their time
to city business and should be
compensated for doing so. But
the proposed raise as an average annual rate of change is
substantially more than the
inflation rate and likely the
average pay increase awarded
to city staff and other government employees who live in
the city.
A 64 percent pay increase
annualized over 14 years
equates to a 3.6 percent average annual rate of change. By
contrast, assuming even a 2.5
percent average annual rate
of change in the cost of local
government labor or inflation, the total increase would
equate to approximately 42
percent, or an increase to
$39,000 for council members.
To be fair to themselves
and keep their increases on
par with city workers, the
council should adopt a provision that would award them
annual pay increases that are
equal to the raises that they
approve for city staff.

WHO CARES?
WE DO.
Email comments,
rants & raves to
letters@alextimes.com

Weekly Poll

HOW TO REACH US

110 S. Pitt St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-739-0001 (main)
703-739-0120 (fax)
www.alextimes.com

Last Week

Is city council justified in exploring a pay raise for
the first time since 2002?

59% No.

41% Yes.
109 Votes

This Week

Did city council do the right thing in tabling the
proposal to increase councilors’ pay?
A. Yes.
B. No.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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FROM | 29

the view of the stately stand
of cypresses, developing
her client's garden with an
Italian theme that was reinforced by the borrowed view.
"We added a statue and an
arbor, and with the cypress in
the background, it was a fantastic view," she says. "Without that, it wouldn't be the
same." The client was thrilled.
Water, trees and architectural elements can all be
part of dramatic and beautiful borrowed views, Hamilton says. A mature tree not
on your property but shading it gracefully gives even
a new garden instant aristocracy. In areas where shared
green space is part of a suburban landscape, wrought
iron fences instead of board
fences allow you to visually
extend the perspectives from
your property, making even

Calendar

FROM | 27

18th-century desserts while you sip
John Gadsby's special blend of tea
or take a cup of American Heritage
Chocolate. Historic guest Dolley
Madison will catch you up on the latest Alexandria news during the tea.
Admission costs $35 per person.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

January 12
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL PRESENTS: AN AFRICAN SAFARI

Join South African Mark Ridge on a
safari through Tanzania, Botswana and
South Africa. Marvel at stunning images while learning about game parks
and seasons and his life in the bush.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

January 13
SISTERS IN CRIME First time

novelists talk about how they got
published, how the experience differs from what they expected and
the most startling or amusing fan
letters they have received.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or
www.alexandria.lib.va.us
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a small garden seem larger.
"Use every possible view,
and make it something special," Hamilton says.
Susan Cohan, a garden
designer and owner of Susan
Cohan Gardens in Chatham
Township, New Jersey, says
she uses borrowed views to
give her clients "more than
they expected." Borrowing views "is the first thing
they teach design students,"
she says. "You want to look
for the views you can use,
whether it is to steal them,
create them or augment
them." Study your property
from every angle, she suggests, so you don't miss a
chance. Walk around, of
course, but sit down, too, in
the spot where you are considering placing a patio, a
fire pit or even just a garden
bench. Study garden views
from inside the house, too.
"It doesn't have to be

something grand or long,"
Cohan says. One of her clients made the most of the
wall of a neighbor's garage,
painting it to complement
her own garden. "Borrow
that," Cohan says, "but ask
permission, of course."
Cohan also suggests using mirrors to create unexpected new views of your
own pretty garden. A mirror
mounted in an old window
frame and hung on a fence
will appear to show a landscape beyond your garden,
even though it actually reflects the beauty within.
Cohan admits that her own
fantasy view, "a castle on a
hill in the south of France,"
may be unrealistic, but it helps
remind her to keep her eyes
open for opportunities. If you
let your property lines also
mark the boundaries of your
imagination, you might miss
something great.

Turning Back Time

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS
December 13, 2015
AUCTIONS
eTheBIDLOCAL.com – DIRECT-MENSWEAR STORE CLOSING – FINAL
ONLINE LIQUIDATION – Overcoats, Suits, Blazers, Pants, Shirts, Ties, Casualwear, Fixtures, Equipment, All Sales Final, Shipping Available, Online Now:
eBIDLOCAL.com (vaf#777)

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available at
CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419.

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/
Winchester 800-454-1400
CDL-A Drivers: Get up to $0.48 CPM w/bonuses PLUS up to $10,000 Signon Bonus. Call 877-277-7298 or DriveForSuperService.com

HELP WANTED – SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls *
Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * Health &
Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS MUST GO Perfect for Homes & Garages. Lowest Prices
MAKE OFFER and LOW monthly payments on remaining cancelled orders
40x60, 30x36, 25x30, 20x22 CALL NOW 757-301-8885 Nicole

This week in 2011:
City Hall knew about embezzler’s prior red
flags – “The full extent of Timothy Wanamaker’s

criminal activity wasn’t known until late November,
but top officials in Buffalo, N.Y., publically raised questions about his work habits long before he took a key
position at Alexandria City Hall. Wanamaker, who
has since resigned as the city’s general services department’s deputy director, pleaded guilty to stealing about
$30,000 from taxpayer funds while heading Buffalo’s
strategic planning office between 2004 and 2008.”

City attorney won’t help waterfront opponents
sue city – “City Attorney Jim Banks says threats
of a lawsuit against the city’s proposed waterfront
plan kept him from advising former Vice Mayor
Andrew Macdonald on how to block rezoning of the
Potomac shoreline.”

Dealing in the business of small business –

“Local businessman William Cromley readily admits
he takes on ‘unique’ building projects and that requires a ‘unique’ bank. Enter The Business Bank. ‘For
me, I’m sort of a boutique builder,’ Cromley said. ‘I
like to do projects other people won’t want to do.’”
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Weekly Words

71 Yield to pressure
72 Farm yield
73 Bends under stress
74 Field of study
75 Chewing the fat
78 Lubricated a squeak
79 Four-part race
82 Inhales water, e.g.
84 Easily shaped
85 One of a ream
87 Taxi passenger
89 "Black gold"
90 "Oompah" instrument
92 Annul
96 Anchovy containers
98 Hollow, muffin-shaped pastry
100 Key with an arrow, once
101 Respectful address
103 Terror-struck
106 AARP and NAACP, for two
107 Microsoft smartphone
108 "Garfield" exclamation
111 Griffith of boxing
113 "A ___ of Two Cities"
115 Certain constructing beam
117 City near Bogota
118 "Lemme ___!" (fightin' words)
119 Decade numbers
122 CPO's superior
124 Gridiron "zebra"

77 What carbon monoxide lacks
80 River of Venezuela
81 Soft palate feature
83 Parts of molecules
86 Man of steal?
88 Most cultured
91 Warren of Cooperstown
93 Mexican stew
94 Not out, in baseball
95 Two cents' worth
97 Pajamas and such
99 Wood-chopping tools
102 Leg bone
104 Big name in small construction
105 Salon supply
106 Tirana's land
109 Telephoned
110 Troops' campsite
112 Layers of earth
114 Actor LaBeouf
116 Alley prowler
120 Strike down, Biblically
121 Cut-___ (cheap)
123 Shorten, in a way
125 San Francisco footballer, briefly
126 Secluded vale
127 "Dollar days" event, e.g.
128 Talk show name
129 Long, heroic narrative
130 Dame on the piano
131 Unclean food, by Jewish law
132 Site of Germany's 1945
			 surrender
DOWN
1 Pillow cover
2 Daughter of Zeus
3 Was in the red
4 Ancient artifact

5 Upper arm muscle
6 Common pipe material, briefly
7 River to the Gulf of Mexico
8 Place in Norway
9 Lady of La Mancha
10 "Can ___ least get ready first?"
11 City in Ontario
12 Land for Lot's descendants
13 Watch, secret agent-style
14 Shows compassion, in a way
15 Relinquishing power
16 Reasonable facsimile?
17 Radials, in Britain
21 Born yesterday, so to speak
23 Rounded protuberance
28 Insect organ
30 Curtain holder
32 Communicate by PC
34 Palindromic ship deck
36 Turkish elder statesman (var.)
37 Unruly kids
38 The Duchess of York
41 Prefix with "dynamics" or "nuclear"
44 Window cleaner's blemish
45 Star in Cygnus
47 Move in a hurry
49 Bloodhound's asset
50 Literary miscellanies
53 Theater reviews, at times
55 Pirate's take
56 Pull from the ground
58 Permeate
60 ___ message (made one's 		
point)
65 Assists, three-pointers, runs
			 scored, etc.
67 "I'll say!"
69 Computer menu option, sometimes
70 Latin eyes

RALPH E. COOK, SR. (90),
formerly of Alexandria, November
25, 2015
BETTY L. COOMBS (87),
of Alexandria, December 12, 2015
HELEN B. DUFFY,
of Alexandria, December 7, 2015
HELEN J. EVANS (88),
of Alexandria, December 10, 2015
BARBARA GIBSON,
of Alexandria, December 5, 2015
EMMETT B. KITCHEN JR. (70),
of Alexandria, December 13, 2015
SUSAN E. MANOLA (68),
of Alexandria, November 20, 2015
ROBERT MURACK (86),
of Alexandria, November 25, 2015
ROB L. SAVIO (69),
of Alexandria, December 5, 2015
DOROTHY M. SEMPSEY,
of Alexandria, December 13, 2015

CRUNCHY? By Alice Goodwin
across
1 Problem for an electrician
6 Athletes with agents
10 Beliefs, for short
14 True piece of information
18 One who's quite a feller?
19 Jawed grip
20 Looking down from
21 In a high-minded way
22 Union man?
24 Airliner "table"
25 Intense passion
26 Doc
27 Hair gel, e.g.
29 Native
31 Surrenderer of property
33 Enthralled
35 Apprentices
36 This puzzle's theme
39 Fast, tawny feline
40 Floating
42 Good Hindu spirit
43 Savanna
46 Winnie and the like
48 Catania's volcano
51 Mature male red deer
52 Bedding down?
54 Forestalling
57 "Pong" producer
59		 Legendary singer Horne and others
61 Wilt
62 Super-secret government org.
63 He went boating with Noah
64 Days before special days
66 Marina slots
68 Swab makeup
73 Awkward-looking picnic contest
76 "The ___-Spangled Banner"

Obituaries

Last Week’s Solution:

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!
“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1- 800 - CAR - ANGE L

www.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL
JANUARY 2016

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2016
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The items described below will be heard by
the Planning Commission and the City Council on the dates and times listed below. NOTICE: Some of the items listed below may be
placed on a consent calendar. A consent item
will be approved at the beginning of the meeting without discussion unless someone asks
that it be taken off the consent calendar and
considered separately. The Planning Commission reserves the right to recess and continue
the public hearing to a future date. For further
information call the Department of Planning
and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

CDD Concept Plan #2014-0007
2415, 2425 Eisenhower Avenue, 206
Swamp Fox Road, 200 Stovall Street;
2410 Mill Road Hoffman Town Center
Public hearing and consideration of a request
for an amendment to previously-approved Coordinated Development District Concept Plan
Special Use Permit #2015-0007 with a Subdivision to convert two private streets, Swamp
Fox Road and Mandeville Lane, to public
streets; zoned CDD #2/Coordinated Development District #2.
Applicant: Hoffman Family, LLC represented by Kenneth Wire, Attorney

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2016
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Text Amendment #2015-0005
Sign Regulations
Public hearing and consideration of (A) initiation of a Text Amendment, and (B) Text
Amendment to amend the Zoning Ordinance Article IX regarding signs on public
rights of way.
Staff: Department of Planning and Zoning

ABC NOTICE

Classifieds

Special Use Permit #2015-0112
4141 Duke Street
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to expand a non-complying dialysis clinic that
requires a special use permit approval for expansion; zoned: CC/Commercial Community.
Applicant: Fresenius Medical Care, represented by Christopher Kidd
Special Use Permit #2015-0113
3205 & 3207 Colvin Street (parcel address:
3205 Colvin Street) Automobile Sales
Public hearing and consideration of a request for a Special Use Permit for automobile sales; zoned: CG and I/Commercial
General and Industrial.
Applicant: Aidriss Saydi
Development Special Use Permit #20150004, Transportation Management Plan
SUP #2015-0124
802 and 808 North Washington Street The Towne Motel
Public hearing and consideration of requests
for: (A) a development special use permit and
site plan with modifications to construct a
hotel building with an increase in Floor Area
Ratio (FAR); (B) a special use permit for hotel
in the CD-X zone; (C) a special use permit for
a parking and loading reduction; (D) a special

ABC NOTICE

use permit for valet parking; and (E) a special
use permit for a transportation management
plan (TMP); zoned: CDX/Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: Shakti, LLC represented by
Mary Catherine Gibbs, Attorney
Encroachment #2015-0006
600 Wolfe Street Little Theatre of Alexandria
Public hearing and consideration of a request for an encroachment into the public
rightofway for an ADA-compliant ramp;
zoned CD/Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: Lloyd Bittinger
Vacation #2015-0003
418 West Braddock Road
Public hearing and consideration of a request for a vacation of an area of public
right-of-way; zoned: R 8/Residential Single-family.
Applicant: Brian Thomas
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION SPECIAL
PUBLIC HEARING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2016
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
Master Plan Amendment #2015-0007,
Rezoning #2015-0004, Text Amendment
#2015-0006
2000, 2100, 2200, 2316, 2320, 2412, 2514,
2610, 2700, 2706, 2800, 2920, 3000, 3006,
3014, 3100 - 3104, 3216, 3300, 3314 - 3400
Jefferson Davis Highway, 400, 405 Fannon
Street, 2500 Oakville Street, 300, 403, 405,
420 Swann Avenue, 300, 304, 308, 312, 400,
410, 420, 434, 446 Calvert Avenue, 415 - 418
East Raymond Avenue, 413, 415 - 418, 420,
426 - 430 Hume Avenue (2900 Jeff Davis
Highway), 414, 417, 419 - 421, 423 Clifford
Avenue, 401, 405, 406, 408, 410, 412, 415
East Glebe Road, 516, 518 East Bellefonte
Avenue - Oakville Triangle and Route 1

ABC NOTICE

ABC NOTICE

Public hearing and consideration of requests
for: (A) initiation of a Master Plan Amendment; (B) an amendment to the Potomac West
Small Area Plan chapter of the Master Plan to
i) include the properties at 413 and 415 Hume
Avenue, and ii) add a development summary
table and additional implementation language
into the Oakville Triangle and Route 1 Corridor Vision Plan; and (C) initiation of a text
amendment; (D) text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to amend the provisions of
Section 5-602 to establish CDD #24; and (E)
an amendment to the official zoning map to
change the zone from CSL (Commercial Service Low), I (Industrial), R 2-5 (Residential)
to CDD #24 (Coordinated Development District); zoned CSL (Commercial Service Low),
I (Industrial), R 2-5 (Residential).
Applicant: Department of Planning and
Zoning
CDD Concept Plan #2014-0002, Vacation
#2015-0002, Transportation Management Plan SUP #2015-0077
2412, 2514, 2610 Jefferson Davis Highway, 2500 Oakville Street, 400 Fannon
Street, 300, 403, 405, 420 Swann Avenue,
and 400 Calvert Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of requests
for: (A) a Coordinated Development District Concept Plan Special Use Permit with
Subdivision; (B) a Vacation of portions of
Swann Avenue, Oakville Street and Calvert
Avenue; and (C) a Special Use Permit for
a Transportation Management Plan; zoned
CDD #24/ Coordinated Development District #24.
Applicant: Stonebridge, represented by
Duncan Blair, Attorney
THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD
BY PLANNING COMMISSION ONLY
(AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON
APPEAL)
Development Site Plan #2015 0025
2300 Jefferson Davis Highway and 300
Block E. Raymond Ave - Mount Jefferson
Park Improvements
Public hearing and consideration of a request
for a development site plan for improvements
to the Park; zoned Public Open Space (POS).
Applicant: Department of Recreation, Parks
& Cultural Activities.

FOUNDATION PROBLEMS? CRACKED BRICKS? UNEVEN FLOORS?
CRACKED DRY WALL? MUSTY SMELLS? STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY
*
FLOORS? STICKING WINDOWS? NASTY CRAWLSPACE? WET
BASEMENT? MOLD & FUNGUS? TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS? CRACKED BRICKS? UNEVEN FLOORS? CRACKED
DRY WALL?
MUSTY SMELLS? STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY FLOORS?
*Any job over $3,000. Good only when presented at time of free inspection. Not to be combined with any other offer.
STICKING WINDOWS? NASTY CRAWLSPACE? WET BASEMENT? MOLD
Foundation
& Structural
Repair • Concrete
Lifting PROBLEMS?
& FUNGUS?
TERMITES,
BUGS, RODENTS?
FOUNDATION
CRACKED
BRICKS?
UNEVEN
FLOORS?
CRACKED
DRY WALL? MUSTY
Crawl Space Moisture Control • Basement Waterproofing
SMELLS? STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY FLOORS? STICKING WINDOWS? NASTY CRAWLSPACE? WET BASEMENT? MOLD & FUNGUS?
TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS? CRACKED
BRICKS? UNEVEN FLOORS? CRACKED DRY WALL?
MUSTY SMELLS?
Jesse Waltz, PE
Waltz
STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY FLOORS? STICKING& Stella
WINDOWS?
NASTY
Owners
CRAWLSPACE? WET BASEMENT? MOLD & FUNGUS? TERMITES, BUG
RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS? CRACKED BRICKS? UNEVEN
FLOORS? CRACKED DRY WALL? MUSTY SMELLS? STICKING DOORS?
BOUNCY www.jeswork.com
FLOORS? STICKING WINDOWS? NASTY CRAWLSPACE? WET
BASEMENT? MOLD & FUNGUS? TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS? CRACKED BRICKS? UNEVEN FLOORS? CRACKE
DRY WALL? MUSTY SMELLS? STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY FLOORS?
STICKING WINDOWS? NASTY CRAWLSPACE? WET BASEMENT? MOLD
& FUNGUS? TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?
CRACKED BRICKS? UNEVEN FLOORS? CRACKED DRY WALL? MUSTY
SMELLS? STICKING DOORS? BOUNCY FLOORS? STICKING WIN-

SAVE $500
FREE

INSPECTION
& ESTIMATE
888-876-3113
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GRATEFUL FOR 21 YEARS of wonderful and
loyal clients, friends and our great community!
21 Years of Sales: $215,000 to $4,000,000
Russell Road, Wilton Road, Muir’s Court, Pendleton Street, Parenham Way, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Cottingham Place, Grove Drive,
Grove Drive, Grove Drive, East Oxford Avenue, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, Grove Drive, Buena Vista Avenue, Grove Drive, Bernard Street,
Royal Thomas Way, Arkendale Road, West Braddock Road, Dartmouth Road, Belle Haven Road, North West Street, North Pitt Street,
North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road, Kalmia Square, Grove Drive, Warrington Place,
Belle Haven Road, Prince Street, Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, South Pitt Street, Woodmont Road,
Belle Haven Road, Woodmont Road, Birch Lane, Edgewood Terrace, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road, North Saint Asaph Street, Duffield Lane,
Golf Course Square, Ludgate Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Midday Lane, Huntington Avenue, Duffield Lane, Clarendon Boulevard,
Riverview Terrace, Edgewood Terrace, South Pitt Street, Westmoreland Road, Golf Course Square, West Boulevard Drive, Woodmont Road,
Southdown Road, Duffield Lane, Wakefield Court, Middleford Drive, Belle Haven Road, Water Street, North Overlook Drive, Grove Drive,
Archlaw Drive, Windsor Road, North Pitt Street, Shenandoah Road, Windsor Road, Olde Towne Court, Windsor Road, Danton Lane,
Circle Hill Road, Shenandoah Road, Fort Hunt Road, Grove Drive, Grove Drive, Hearthstone Mews, Fort Hunt Road, Windsor Road, Randall Court,
Norton Road, Woodmont Road, North Pitt Street, Edgehill Drive, Edgewood Terrace, Gambrill Woods Way, Randall Court, Olde Towne Court,
Belle View Boulevard, Duffield Lane, East Glendale Avenue, Crest Street, Skyhill Road, Foxcroft Road, Windsor Road, Old Towne Court,
Grove Drive, Windsor Road, Stanford Circle, Fort Hunt Road, Golf Course Square, Riverton Lane, Belle View Boulevard, Kristina Ursula Court,
Olde Towne Road, Wilkinson Place, Tudor Place, Tally Ho Lane, Foresthill Road, Edgewood Terrace, Highland Meadows Court, Plymouth Road,
Duke Street, Saint Stephens Road, Edgewood Terrace, Embry Spring Lane, Schelhorn Road, Mason Hill Drive, Mason Hill Drive, Duffield Lane,
North Washington Street, North 4th Street, Windsor Road, Southdown Road, Foresthill Road, Foresthill Road, Belle Rive Terrace,
Wood Haven Road, Grove Drive, Tally Ho Lane, Peacock Avenue, Edgewood Terrace, Duffield Lane, Duffield Lane, South Utah Street,
South Quebec Street, Water Street, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Gatewood Drive, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Mount Vernon Circle, Grove Drive,
Potomac Avenue, Duke Street, Buena Vista Avenue, Fort Hunt Road, Sharon Chapel Road, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, North Royal Street,
Huntington Avenue, North Fenwick Street, North Pitt Street, Dartmouth Road, Hickory Glen Way, Arkendale Road, West Braddock Road,
Burgundy Road, Grove Drive, Arkendale Road, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive,
Herbert Street, Farrington Avenue, Mount Eagle Drive, Wythe Street, Belle Haven Road, Olde Towne Court, North 16th Street, Grove Drive,
Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, North Pollard Street, Belle Haven Road, Golf Course Square, Edgehill Drive, Woodmont Road,
Fleetwood Drive, Duffield Lane, Chalfonte Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Plymouth Road, Joust Lane, Mayflower Drive,
Clarendon Boulevard, Duke Street, Aristotle Drive, Fairfax Road, West Boulevard Drive, Baltray Circle, South Fairfax Street, Buchanan Street,
Middleford Drive, Southdown Road, Shenandoah Road, Herbert Spring Road, Duffield Lane, Chapel Street, Queen Street, Rucker Place,
North Pitt Street, Edgewood Terrace, Windsor Road, Shenandoah Road, Redwood Lane, Edgehill Drive, Randall Court, Duke Street,
South Royal Street, Norton Road, Native Violet Drive, Windsor Road, North West Street, Olde Towne Court, Radcliff Road, Hill Vale Place,
Belle View Boulevard, Embry Spring Lane, Grove Drive, Windsor Road, Edgewood Terrace, Gentle Lane, First Street, Radcliff Road, Sun Up Way,
South Fayette Street, Foresthill Road, North Taylor Street, Valleywood Road, Pickering Place, Ivanhoe Lane, South Saint Asaph Street,
Crystal Drive, Trinity Drive, Julia Avenue, Spring Hill Farm Road, Rose Petal Circle, Russell Road, Grove Drive.

Thank
You

AND FOR 2016: DON’T FORGET TO BE AWESOME!

Celebrating 21 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

®

®

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

