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Charting a new course

Continued meetings between 
executives and stakeholder 
groups deemed positive
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Artists at the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center are concerned 
at the lack of a clear direction 
for the future and a loss of rep-
resentation after a recent report 
by a management consultant on 
the center’s future structure.
 The Times reported last 
month on disagreements be-
tween members of the TFAC 
board on the findings of out-
side consultants The Cultural 
Planning Group and how they 
should be implemented.
 The controversial plan calls 
for creating a new, indepen-
dent and self-appointing board 
of directors for the celebrated 
art center, which is headquar-
tered in a city-owned building. 
The existing board is made up 
of 15 members who represent 
the Torpedo Factory Artists 
Association, the Art League, 
and a number of city com-

missions, departments and 
residents.
 The proposal also would do 
away with TFAA, wrapping it 
into a single overarching entity 
with a view to streamlining 
operations. Since the report 
was released, executives from 
all three organizations have 
met regularly to discuss next 
steps and a path forward.
 TFAA president Don 
Viehman said one of the pri-
mary concerns held by the art-
ists is the lack of a clear road-
map and vision for how the 
new structure will be put in 
place, given that it would 
be a drastic change from 
the current model. 

Seaport Foundation looks 
towards future waterfront 
opportunities

BY CHRIS TEALE

 In the first week of his ten-
ure as executive director of the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation, 
Steve Mutty sat down with his 
fellow staff members and the 
program’s apprentices, looked 
out at the Potomac River and 
asked each person what it meant 
to them.
 One said “peace” and anoth-
er said “recreation,” among the 
many varied responses. Mutty 
said he told them he believes it 
represents opportunity, as the 
river both connects different re-
gions and acts metaphorically as 
a route to a better life.
 The theme of new opportu-
nities resonates with the staff at 
Seaport, with several new faces 
joining the nonprofit in recent 

months. The foundation was 
founded in 1982 and has been 
focused on serving at-risk youth 
through apprenticeships and 
mentoring since 1993.
 Mutty was appointed execu-
tive director in December 2015, 
while apprentice program lead 
Evan Waksler came on board 
in late January. The pair joined 
director of development Kathy 
Seifert and apprentice and com-

munity liaison Burgess Brad-
shaw as the four permanent staff 
members, and have great ambi-
tions for the foundation’s future.
 The foundation is headquar-
tered at Thompson’s Alley on 
the waterfront, with apprentices 
working from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day building boats, on oth-
er carpentry projects and honing 
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Apprentices (from left in foreground) Christian Ferrante, James Gottfried and Chris Wilson work on an 11-foot-
7-inch boat at the Seaport Foundation. Currently, the nonprofit organization located on the waterfront has 
four apprentices but plans to add more.

Artists uneasy at lack 
of clarity in Torpedo 
Factory’s future

What we know statistically is that 
in math school, if they fall behind 

in math proficiency, it’s a slippery slope 
towards dropping out, gang involvement, 
crime, all kinds of nasty things. By helping 
them increase their math interest and 
proficiency, it’s proven that math proficiency 
builds self-confidence.”
- Steve Mutty, executive director, Alexandria Seaport Foundation
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$624,000
ROSEMONT

Unbeatable 
location just  
blocks to METRO, 
shops, restaurants 
& Maury 
Elementary!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,  
3 finished levels, 2 gas 
fireplaces. Kitchen with 
granite counters opens to 
family room with access to 
the fenced yard with 
deck & patio. Recreation 
room with wet bar, 
gas fireplace and 
outdoor egress. 
Off Street Parking!

$759,900
OLD TOWN

$1,099,000
DEL RAY

Beautiful colonial with a spacious 2 story  
addition and fabulous new front porch!

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 finished levels. Spacious gourmet 
kitchen opens to breakfast room and family room.  

Living room with fireplace, Master suite with luxury bath, 
large fenced yard & driveway.

$589,000
HUNTINGTON MEWS

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
$854,000

Fabulous renovation and expansion  
with contemporary f lare!

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, approx. 2100 sq. ft. of living space on 2 levels. Open 
floor plan with tall ceilings, abundant windows and rich hardwood floors. 
Living room with fireplace, kitchen with heated floors, SS appliances & 

granite counters and beautiful baths with Travertine marble. Fenced yard. 

Gorgeous 5 year old home with quality finishes just 
1/2 mile from METRO and minutes to Old Town!

3-4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 finished levels, attached 2 car 
garage. Open floor plan, tall ceilings, gas fireplace, gourmet 
kitchen. Luxurious Master bath, walk-in closets in all bed-

rooms. Entry level den/4th bedroom with full bath.
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Enjoy Old Town 
living in a  
5 year old   
DETACHED 
home just a  
couple of blocks 
from Metro!
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
rich in architectural 
detail with tall ceilings, 
beautiful moldings 
and  built-ins. Gourmet 
kitchen with center 
island and adjoining 
family room with gas 
fireplace. Deep fenced 
yard with patio and deck.
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
Clinton, Rubio win Alexandria precincts in 
presidential primaries on Super Tuesday

 Former U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and U.S. 
Sen. Marco Rubio won the Dem-
ocratic and Republican presiden-
tial primaries in Alexandria’s 28 
precincts on Super Tuesday, both 
by healthy margins.
 But while Clinton went on to 
clinch victory in Virginia, Ru-
bio finished second in the com-
monwealth behind Republican 
front-runner Donald Trump.
 Clinton garnered 16,281 
votes from the Port City’s 28 pre-
cincts, ahead of U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ 7,008 and former Mary-
land Gov. Martin O’Malley, who 
gained 141 despite having with-
drawn from the race.
 Meanwhile, Rubio totaled 
6,338 votes, beating Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich, who had 3,152, 
and Trump, who finished third 
with 2,546. U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 
finished fourth with 1,036 votes, 
while Dr. Ben Carson finished 
last among Republican candi-
dates still in the race with 272. 
Votes also were cast for eight 
other candidates who had previ-
ously withdrawn.
 Clinton’s victory came less 
than a week after former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton appeared at the 
Durant Center on her behalf in 
an event to get out the vote. Be-
fore approximately 300 people 
on February 24, the 42nd presi-
dent spoke of Clinton’s plans to 
break down political barriers 
and her focus on making higher 
education affordable for all. 

 He also stated her commit-
ment to raising wages and im-
proving health care, building on 
the work of President Barack 
Obama. Clinton also took a swipe
at Trump and his pronounce-
ments on the campaign trail that 
appear to have energized many 
Republican voters.
 “America never stopped being 
great,” Clinton said. “What we 
need to do is make America 
whole again.”
 Also stumping 
for Hillary Clinton 
that day were U.S. 
Representat ives 
Gerry Connolly  
(D-11) and Don Beyer 
(D-8). Virginia first 
lady Dorothy Mc- 
Auliffe was also 
on hand for the 
festivities.
 U.S. Sen. Mark 
Warner (D-Va.) was 
among those to 
vote early at Lyles-
Crouch Traditional 
Academy on Elec-
tion Day, having 
already campaigned 
for Clinton in the common-
wealth. Warner said he voted 
for the former secretary of state, 
arguing she is best suited to face 
the challenges of both the Gen-
eral Election and the presidency.
 “I think she’s experienced, 
she understands the challenges 
both domestically and in the 
world,” Warner said in an in-

terview. “I think she’ll fight for 
folks, and particularly if Mr. 
Trump or some of the extrem-
ists come up on the [Republican] 
side, this will be a tough election. 
We need someone that’s pre-
pared to go into a tough battle, 
and in many ways this is not only 
about Virginia and the coun-
try, but in many ways about the 
whole world.”
    Warner, who has been floated 

as a possible run-
ning mate for Clin-
ton if she wins the 
Democratic nomi-
nation, said her un-
derstanding of the 
issues was key in 
his decision to sup-
port her.
 “With me, it’s 
somebody that un-
derstands how we 
keep the economic  
recovery going, how 
we make sure we 
expand access to 
affordable higher 
education, who un-
derstands we live 
in a very danger-

ous world but we’ve got to have 
a sophisticated view of how we 
navigate that world with threats 
of terrorism, nations like Russia 
re-emerging on the world stage, 
China,” Warner said. 
 “I think Hillary Clinton is 
best experienced and tough 
enough to take on the job.”

- Chris Teale

®
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PHOTOS/CHRIS TEALE
Former President Bill Clinton (left) stumps for his wife Hillary Clinton at the Durant Center on February 24, 
just six days before the Virginia Democratic presidential primary. Clinton went on to win in Alexandria and 
the commonwealth. U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) (right) was another politician who joined Clinton’s campaign 
event in the Port City, lending his support to the former secretary of state in the Democratic primary.

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
U.S. Sen. Mark Warner 
(D-Va.) voted at Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Acad-
emy early on Super Tues-
day, and said he voted 
for former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton in 
the Democratic primary.
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CRIME

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between February 24 and March 2.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

2 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 1 BURGLARY

25 THEFTS 12 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

20ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE4 VEHICLE

THEFTS 0ROBBERIES

 

 

Top off the day and 
light up your night    
with  a new Lamp! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

*Same-day service on Economy Dentures in most cases, call for details. ** The dentist will 
determine the number & type of implants that best fit your individual needs. Additional fees

 may be incurred depending on individual cases. Advertised fees effective through 11/18/16. 

$1,200**

Dental Implants
(Per Implant And Connector)

$105 Routine
Tooth 
Extraction
Per tooth

$545
Full Set Dentures

Economy

• Same-day 
  service*

• Four denture 
  levels
• Single-tooth 
  implants
•  
 
• Financing 
 available

  Se habla 
español

Affordable Dentures-Woodbridge
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP • Sachi Patel, DDS

General Dentists
Prince William Square Shopping Center
14228 Smoketown Road, Woodbridge VA

Call For Appointment (703)491-0570

Offers good only at Affordable Dentures -Woodbridge. Coupon must be 
presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with 

any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit, 
or prior order. Offer expires 04/29/16 and may change without notice. 

SAVE
$75

PER DENTURE ON

U LT R A
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$50

PER DENTURE ON

P R E M I U M
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$100

ON

AFFORDABLE
IMPLANTS®

Denture 
Stabilization

System

SAVE
$25

PER DENTURE ON

CU STOM
Complete or 

Partial Denture

 1-800-DENTURE®

  AffordableDentures.com
0 2 1 6 7 - 5

Alexandria Police Department K9s to receive 
body armor
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment announced last week 
that its K9 dogs Chance, Gage, 
XigXag, Trajan and Zara will 
each receive a ballistic and 
stab-protective vest thanks to 
a charitable donation.
 The donation comes from 
nonprofit organization Vested 
Interest in K9s, Inc. Chance, 
Gage and XigXag’s vests are 
sponsored by the Alexandria 
Police Foundation and local 
resident Pamela Verick, and 
will be embroidered with the 
words “In honor of the Alex-
andria Police Citizen’s Acad-
emy.”
 Trajan and Zara’s vests 
are sponsored by Dr. Michael 
and Lynda Gordon of Coconut 
Grove, Fla., and will be em-
broidered with the words “In 
loving memory of Corky Gor-
don.” Officials said delivery is 
expected in eight to 10 weeks.
  Vested Interest in K9s, 
Inc. is based in East Taunton, 
Mass. Its mission is to provide 
body armor and other assis-
tance to dogs that work for law 
enforcement and related agen-
cies throughout the country. It 
was established in 2009, and 
since its inception, it has pro-

vided more than 1,700 protec-
tive vests to dogs in 49 states 
through private and corporate 
donations at a cost of more 
than $1.6 million. All vests 
are custom made in the United 
States by Armor Express in 
Central Lake, Mich.
  The program is open to dogs 
actively employed in the United 
States with law enforcement or 
related agencies who are certi-

fied and at least 20 months of 
age. New K9 graduates, as well 
as K9s with expired vests, are 
eligible to participate.
  The donation to provide one 
protective vest for a law en-
forcement K9 is $1,050. Each 
vest has a value between $1,795 
and $2,234 and a five-year war-
ranty, and an average weight of 
between 4 and 5 pounds.

- Chris Teale

COURTESY PHOTO 
The Alexandria Police Department’s K9s each will receive body armor 
thanks to a charitable donation by nonprofit Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.
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George Washington Middle School counselors 
celebrate national award
Team recognized as a 
‘Model Program’
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 The counseling program at 
George Washington Middle 
School joined vaunted company 
in late January as it was named 
one of 600 “Model Programs” 
by the American School Coun-
selor Association.
 The award — Recognized 
ASCA Model Program, known 
as RAMP — is awarded to 
schools that deliver a comprehen-
sive and data-driven counseling 
program and a strong education-
al environment. The department 
will officially receive the award 
during a special ceremony at AS-
CA’s annual conference in New 
Orleans in July.
 George Washington has 
two counselors assigned to each 
grade, led by director of school 
counseling Stephanie Smith, with 
each counselor responsible for 
half of the students in a grade. 
Heather Clark and Stacey Thom-
as are sixth grade counselors; the 
school’s seventh grade counselors 
are Bernadette Brown and Emily 
Boydstun, and Ben DeRigge and 
Kimberly Shoemaker are coun-
selors for the eighth grade.
 The counselors provide class-
room lessons as well as group 
and individualized counseling 
sessions to students in all three 
grades on a variety of topics, 
meaning they spend the major-
ity of their time out in the school 
community.
 “A lot of people don’t know 
that about counseling: that the 
day and age and time of being 
in your office and waiting for a 
problem to come to you is over,” 
said Smith. “It’s not how they do 
their work. They’re proactive and 
data-driven and they’re out there 
and teaching lessons to students.”
 Students are offered support 
from counselors in a variety of 
areas, including academically 
and emotionally. Anger man-
agement, coping with grief and 
loss and working on social skills 

are some of the emotional areas 
covered, while academic sup-
port can be aimed at helping 
students with Honors classes or 
helping them understand how to 
leverage their school experience 
for a future career.
 Counseling programs also 
are devised with wider school 
goals in mind, based in part on 
state Standards of Learning test 
results. One program Smith 
pointed to is called emotional 
literacy, a nationwide project that 
focuses on the social, emotional 
and psychological aspects of lit-
eracy and is being used to help 
improve the school’s scores in 
English and language arts.
 On top of that, counselors of-
ten are required to react to new 
situations that come about on 
short notice and offer support, 
perhaps family issues or troubles 
at school.
 “Every day is different, every 
day is unique,” said DeRigge. 
“You walk in with a plan, but 
then you see students come in 
with a variety of issues from 
home that walk in, and you deal 
with the immediate needs first. 
Oftentimes, your plan when you 
walk in is still there when you 

walk out. But every day is differ-
ent and unique.”
 To determine the services 
students need, counselors per-
form a needs assessment. Then, 
at the end of a program, students 

are given the same assessment 
to see the impact of the services 
provided. That data then helps 
the counselors analyze the effi-
cacy of programs and determine 
what to expand or pull back on.

 “Sometimes we’re learn-
ing as we go along with the 
students,” said Shoemaker. “If 
it doesn’t work, we’ll try some-
thing else the next time we do 
that same lesson and see what 
works best in terms of getting 
our message across and what-
ever we want to convey to the 
kids, [so that] the way that we’re 
doing our lessons is actually 
conveying that message.”
 All of the counselors pointed 
to a school-wide effort to bring 
these services to students that 
mobilizes parents, teachers and 
other staff. Thomas said being 
able to build relationships with 
colleagues beyond the counsel-
ing service is crucial to having 
a strong presence.
 “Once you have that relation-
ship, the students will come to 
you, the teachers will approach 
you, and [it’s] also being a good 
listener,” she said. “We want to 
know what the kids are going 

609 King Street
Old Town Alexandria                                          

703-549-0011

KingsJewelry.NET
Open Mon-Sat 10a-6p
Closed Sundays

Storewide
20% - 40% Off 

Fine Jewelry,
Watches & Giftware*

*Discount does not apply to 
Rolex and Shinola watches.

Now thru March 31, 2016

61st Spring Anniversary Sale
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
George Washington Middle School counselors (from left) Stephanie Smith, Stacey Thomas, Heather Clark, 
Kimberly Shoemaker, Emily Boydstun, Bernadette Brown and Ben DeRigge celebrated winning a national 
award from the American School Counselor Association in late January, just one of 600 in the country to do so.
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I’m meeting with community 
providers about their needs and 
are we meeting the needs that 
the community actually has and 
what can we do to improve our 
program to make sure we’re 
keeping up with the times to 
meet the client’s needs.”
 In addition to the appren-
ticeship program, Seaport runs 
a middle school math program 
that is in place in both Alexan-
dria public middle schools and 
one in Arlington. It uses carpen-
try projects to teach math skills, 
and has been in place since 
2010. Mutty said that 98 percent 
of students enrolled in the pro-
gram achieve higher test scores 
in math, while nearly 80 percent 
are graded at “A” or “B” or saw 
their grades increase by at least 
one full letter.
 That program serves around 
110 students per year, and Mutty 
said it is all part of the founda-
tion’s mission to serve at-risk 
youth.
 “What we know statistically 
is that in middle school, if they 
fall behind in math proficiency, 
it’s a slippery slope towards 
dropping out, gang involve-
ment, crime, all kinds of nasty 
things,” Mutty said. “By helping 
them increase their math inter-
est and proficiency, it’s proven 
that math proficiency builds 
self-confidence.”
 That sense of building con-
fidence also permeates the ap-
prenticeship program, with 

staff seeing it as a good spring-
board for those who take part to 
gain other opportunities when 
they move on.
 “The people that come 
through the program, they 
leave, even if they haven’t com-
pleted all four levels of the pro-
gram, they already show more 
confidence in their abilities 
than when they came in,” said 
Waksler. “They’ve seen that 
they can make it through chal-

lenges and adversity. It shows 
them a new way.”
 As for the apprentices cur-
rently in the program, they said 
it has turned things around for 
them and given them new skills 
that will serve them well in the 
future.
 “[The seaport foundation 
has] gotten me out of the envi-
ronment that I was trapping my-

other skills like networking and 
computer literacy.
 Currently, the foundation 
has capacity for eight apprentic-
es, but Mutty said there should 
be plenty of room for growth as 
the waterfront redevelops in the 
coming years.
 “We want to have a facility 
that has all the charm and char-
acter that this has, but has the 
capability to affect more young 
people,” he said. “That’ll be a 
long process, and through the 
good relationship we have with 
the City of Alexandria and a few 
other stakeholders on the water-
front, we hope that somewhere 

between now and the time the 
new waterfront of Alexandria is 
completed, we will have a much 
larger presence.”
 Potential apprentices are 
identified from a variety of ave-
nues, but no one is court-ordered 
to go through the program. 
Bradshaw said she works with 
a variety of community lead-
ers, defense attorneys and pros-
ecutors to determine who would 
benefit from the program and be 
prepared to contribute positively 
to society.
 “Everything’s always evolv-
ing, and we’re just trying to do 
whatever we can to become bet-
ter than we are,” Bradshaw said. 
“I’m always finding out when 
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ Allie ~
One of our sweetest cats is our ginger tortoise, 

Allie. Allie is loving, cuddly and sedentary; 
she’s one hundred per cent content with a 

sunny window or a welcoming lap.

No longer a kitten, Allie is the ideal pet for 
those seeking wisdom and grace.

 FOR MORE INFO ABOUT OUR SHELTER PETS, 
PLEASE VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

The people that come through 
the program, they leave, even if 

they haven’t completed all four levels of 
hte program, they already show more 
confidence in their abilities than when 
they came in. They’ve seen that they can 
make it through challenges and adversity. 
It shows them a new way.”
- Evan Waksler, Seaport Foundation apprentice program lead

[The seaport foundation has] gotten 
me out of the environment that I 

was trapping myself in, feeling bad for 
myself and not feeling like it was the 
same old routine,” said apprentice James 
Gottfried. “It was something brand new, 
something fresh and just surrounded 
with a network of people who were 
helping me succeed. I didn’t have as many 
connections where I was at the time.”

- James Gottfried, apprentice

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Seaport Foundation apprentice program lead Evan Waksler (left) and executive director Steve Mutty 
(right) have both been in their respoective jobs for a matter of a few months apiece, but have big ambi-
tions for the organization’s future.
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• Semi-detached brick Victorian exudes Old Town 
 charm & architecture

• Floating main level & stairs with soaring ceilings 
 & exposed brick walls.

• Architectural details embedded throughout

• Recessed lighting and hardwood floors throughout.

• Sky lights and large windows drench this home 
 in light.

• 3 finished levels with walk out lower level.

• Off street parking, blocks to Metro & only  
 2 blocks to the heart of Old Town!

Offered at $735,900

Offered by Martine & alexander irMer 703.346.7283
Martine@lnf.cOM

703.403.2465
ai@lnf.cOM

400 KING ST.  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
703-683-0400

1022 Queen St, Alex A ndr i A, VA 22314

Dominion to move forward on Alexandria 
transmission line project
Utility will file application 
with state regulators this 
summer
BY ERICH WAGNER

 Officials with Dominion 
Virginia Power announced 
last month that the utility will 
move forward with its long-
dormant plan to run a 230-kilo-
volt transmission line through 
Alexandria.
 Dominion representatives 
said the utility took more than 
a year to re-examine the need 
for the project in addition to 
considering other options to 
address a growing need for ad-
ditional electrical infrastructure 
in Northern Virginia. But in the 
end, they determined a trans-
mission line running from the 
Glebe Road substation to the site 
of the closed GenOn coal-fired 
power plant was still necessary, 

citing forecasts from regional 
grid operator PJM.
 Dominion spokesman 
Chuck Penn said the utility 
plans to file a formal applica-
tion for the project with the 
State Corporation Commission 
some time this summer.
 “It took even more of an ex-
tended period of time [than ex-
pected] for us to take a really 
hard, close look at the project 
itself and the load forecast in 
particular,” Penn said. “We 
also took some time to study in 
depth some additional options 
that we thought may have been 
there. But after thoroughly re-
evaluating the engineering and 
plans to identify the right solu-
tions, we came to the conclu-
sion that we did identify the 
right solution in the Glebe to 
Potomac River project.”

 
 
 
 
   

  

The utility first floated the 
idea of running a new transmis-
sion line through the Port City 
in the summer of 2014. City of-
ficials, staff and residents were 
skeptical of Dominion’s plans, 
questioning the need for the proj-
ect, its potential to impact resi-
dents during construction, and 
whether it would improve service 
for city residents or those in other 
jurisdictions.
 Through the fall, a city-
appointed, resident-led work 
group looked at nine poten-

tial routes for the transmission 
line as outlined by Dominion. 
Despite complaints by partici-
pants about the lack of infor-
mation forthcoming from the 
utility, the group identified four 
“least objectionable” routes for 
the line: along the CSX tracks, 
along the Metro tracks, the 
George Washington Parkway 
and a route running underwater 
from Four Mile Run through 
the Potomac River.
 Penn said Dominion hopes to 
find a route that works for both 

the utility and city residents. 
 “We certainly appreciate all 
the hard work that the city work 
group did studying the possible 
routes,” he said. “We hope to be 
able to identify a preferred route 
that is consistent with their least 
objectionable route analysis.”
 For city officials, details 
about the project’s re-emer-
gence remain sparse. Transpor-
tation director Yon Lambert said 
the city has worked hard on its 

SEE DOMINION | 10



8 | MARCH 3, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

 Everyone likes a good deal 
on delicious dining, and Al-
exandria has some reasonably 
priced restaurant offers avail-
able at the moment.
 Decades worth of delighted 
diners have loved the French 
cuisine at Le Refuge and many 
are fans of the prix fixe pre- 
or post-theater specials. All 
Monday night and Tuesday 
through Thursday from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. and from 9 to 10 
p.m., diners can enjoy a three-
course meal for $34.95 at this 
quaint French eatery. The spe-
cial prix fixe menus and more 

details can be found at www.
lerefugealexandria.com.
 A regular clientele has de-
veloped for Bastille restaurant’s 
“French Quickie” offer. From 
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, Bastille 
lets patrons sitting in the bar area 
or the cafe select two items from 
their special menu for $15.95.
 The two items can be an 
entree and a dessert, an entree 
and a glass of wine or beer or 
even dessert and a glass of wine 
or beer. Become a regular and 
try all the tasty combinations. 
For more about Bastille, go to 
www.bastillerestaurant.com.

 Free is always good, and 
kids eat for free on Sunday and 
Monday at Baja Fresh Mexican 
Grill. Specifically, any child 
under the age of 10 can eat at 
Baja Fresh for free on Sunday 
or Monday when accompanied 
by an adult who purchases an 
entree. The adult and child 
must both be present to take ad-
vantage of the offer. The menu 
is available at www.bajafresh.
com/mexican-food-alexandria.
 Sunday through Wednes-
day, Yves Bistro at the Hoff-
man Town Center makes din-
ing out for dinner a fabulous 

idea for two. For just $34, this 
cute French bistro offers two 
entrees and a bottle of wine. 
The entire menu can be found 
at www.yvesbistrova.com.
 Last but not least, Chadwicks 
offers half off burgers, all day 
on Mondays. Hefty Angus beef, 
turkey and veggie burgers are 
half price with the purchase of a 
drink, and they are served with 
the guests’ choice of fries, onion 
rings or seasonal vegetables. It 
is little wonder that Chadwicks 
is always bustling on Monday 
nights each week. The other dai-
ly specials, the menu and more 

can be found at www.chadwick-
srestaurants.com.
 While the cuisine is always 
reasonably priced at Fontaine 
Caffe and Creperie, there is 
a treat open to all patrons on 
Thursday nights. Fontaine of-
fers free French movies every 
Thursday night, year round, 
at 7 p.m. The schedule can be 
found on the restaurant’s web-
site at www.fontainecaffe.com.
 As tax time draws near and 
some people are really watch-
ing their wallets, check out 
these deals. Your purse and 
palate will both be sated.

A special advertising feature of the Alexandria TimesLet’s Eat
Enjoy great deals at local restaurants

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

Enjoy music by Simonne 

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Special Dinner
for Two $34

Open Christmas Day

See how advertising in Let’s Eat can help your restaurant!
Contact Alexandria Times at 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com

Promoting our unique lounge 
and dining experience in the 

Alexandria Times has allowed us to 
be prominently placed in front of Old 
Town locals and visitors, especially 
bringing in guests for the holidays.”
- Jessica Cosgriff, Director of Business Develop-

ment and Special Projects, Magnolia's on King

Elegant Southern Immersion Cuisine

RestauRant x LoungeunbeLievabLy good

HOURS Dining Room  Tu-Sa 6p–10:00p
 Bar x Lounge Tu-Th 6p–10:30p  Fr-Sat 6p–11:00p

MagnoLias’s on King, 703 King st, alexandria, va, 22314
(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

Closed  
sunday & 
Monday
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 Multiple artists at the Tor-
pedo Factory approached for 
comment either did not respond 
or referred all questions about 
the current situation to Viehm-
an, who has been TFAA presi-
dent since 2015 and sits on the 
TFAC board.
 “Even if people agree with 
the goal that’s outlined — some 
people do, some people don’t — 
it’s a situation of a difference of 
opinion very strongly held by 
different people, and how do 
you navigate that to come to an 
agreement?” he asked. “If you 
can’t do that, then it gets you 
the goal but you don’t have the 
whole idea of pulling everybody 
together and going in the same 
direction again.”
 Viehman argued that be-
fore any changes can be made, 
that roadmap first must be put 
in place and bought into by as 
many stakeholders as possible. 
An organization must know its 
purpose before it can determine 
where it is going, he said, and 
that making it into one over-
arching nonprofit 501(c)3 is not 
necessarily the answer.
 “[The report] pointed out 
that one of the issues was that 
the three organizations [TFAC, 
TFAA and the Art League] don’t 
have a common vision of what 
the Torpedo Factory should do 
and where it should go,” Viehm-
an said. “Strong organizations 
need a strong vision. That’s im-
portant, and I think that’s a dual 
thing we can solve. That’s where 
you need to start.”

 Torpedo Factory CEO Eric 
Wallner said since the process 
for restructuring is still at an 
early stage, any vision for the 
center’s future will likely evolve 
as discussions go on.
 “It’s a chicken or the egg 
kind of question,” Wallner 
said. “I don’t think there’s a 
right or a wrong way to do it. 
I think that structure allows 
for ideas to take shape, and I 
think that we need a lot of in-
put. We’re in a mode of col-
lecting ideas and thinking into 
the future in a brave and new 
direction. That’s not a straight-
forward and linear process.”

 The consultant’s report said 
one of the reasons for a new 
streamlined organizational struc-
ture is to improve the efficiency 
of decision making by the board 
and its constituent members. But 
Viehman said such efficiency 
and the folding all members into 
one body could mean some voic-
es are louder than others, and the 

artists are at particular risk of un-
der-representation in an entirely 
nonprofit structure.
 “I think the artists feel, in 
this process of reorganizing 
management, they want to find 
a structure they can all buy into 
voluntarily,” Viehman said. “If 
you don’t do that, then you es-
sentially create the same situ-

ation. The new organization is 
going to have to deal with all the 
same upset and emotional feel-
ing that may be here already.
 “Why not find something 
everybody can buy into and 
identify stakeholders and try to 
find something that accommo-

 

Sign Up 
Today!

Course Start Date: March 6th,2016
ACT ® Test Date:  April 9th,2016

Professional tutoring and 
test preparation since 1990.

The ACT ® is accepted by 100% of the colleges and 
universities in the United States. If you’re a strong 
student who gets good grades, but doesn’t “test well,” 
the ACT ® is an alternative you want to consider.
 

Edge Education
5501 Backlick Road, Suite 110

Springfield, VA 22151
703-750-0065

 www.EdgeEd.com
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It’s a chicken 
or the egg 

kind of question. I 
don’t think there’s 
a right or a wrong 
way to do it. I think 
that structure allows 
for ideas to take 
shape, and I think 
that we need a lot 
of input. We’re in a 
mode of collecting 
ideas and thinking 
into the future in 
a brave and new 
direction. That’s not 
a straightforward 
and linear process.”

 - Eric Wallner
Torpedo Factory CEO
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com
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self in, feeling bad for myself 
and not feeling like it was the 
same old routine,” said ap-
prentice James Gottfried. “It 
was something brand new, 
something fresh and just sur-
rounded with a network of 
people who were helping me 
succeed. I didn’t have as many 
connections where I was at 
the time.”
 “Coming in maybe six 
months ago, I didn’t know a 

thing about woodworking or 
a thing about boats, and now 
I love woodworking and I’m 
looking into further jobs in 
boat building and it looks like 
we’re getting something lined 
up for the late spring, early 
summer,” said apprentice 
Christian Ferrante. 
 “I’m [like] a new guy, and 
there’s a whole new world of 
opportunities, interests that 
have opened up to me from a 
couple of months here that I 
didn’t even know existed.”

SEAPORT         FROM | 1
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dates as many of the stakeholder 
population as you can get?”
 Wallner noted that through-
out the process, artists have 
been given the opportunity to 
have their say, and that they will 
continue to be represented as the 
discussion unfolds and a new 
structure takes shape.
 “I think it’s an iterative pro-
cess, and we’re figuring it out 
as we go and trying to move at a 
pace that moves us forward and 
yet takes into account lots of per-
spectives and different voices,” 
he said. “We’re always trying 
to increase communication be-
tween all our different stake-
holders. Anything we can do to 
increase dialogue is positive.”

 The Art League executive 
director Suzanne Bethel agreed 
in an interview with Wallner and 
Viehman’s assertions that meet-
ings between the three bodies 
have been positive. All said that 
the consultant’s findings at least 
serve as a strong starting point, 
while Viehman added that while 
there may disagreements be-
tween the various bodies, there 
is plenty of common ground.
 “What I don’t want to say is 
that there’s more contention than 
is real,” he said. “There’s no doubt 
there is some. There are people 
who are working to try and re-
solve it, and make it better, and 
lots of people are trying to work 
in the same direction but don’t 
always see eye to eye about how 
you get there. It’s more about that 
than trying to destroy each other.”

end to keep residents informed 
and he hopes Dominion will be 
more open as it moves forward.
 “All they have indicated at 
this point is that they plan to file 
a formal application [with state 
regulators] some time this sum-
mer, and we’ve had no clarifi-

cation about what that means,” 
Lambert said. “[Dominion] 
still plans to do its own formal 
public outreach, and they are es-
sentially renewing some of the 
public outreach plans they were 
using previously. … We’re very 
hopeful in working with them 
we will be able to get the info 
that stakeholders are currently 

requesting and that we’ll be able 
to use that info when the city 
prepares its response.”
 But others are not so opti-
mistic. Elizabeth Chimento, 
former president of the North 
Old Town Independent Citizens 
Association and a member of 
the 2014 work group, said it was 
extremely frustrating to see rep-

resentatives from the utility at 
every meeting, only for them to 
be mostly unwilling to elaborate 
on the company’s plans.
 “At this point, all I can cite is 
the unfavorable communication 
process that occurred over those 
meetings, in which Dominion 
refused to tell us anything,” 
Chimento said. “With that back-
ground, I don’t know what we’re 
looking forward to, because the 
past has not been a working re-
lationship at all.”
 And Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son said the city has many of 
the same reservations that it had 
when Dominion first proposed 
the transmission line.
 “We have a lot of concerns 
about a lot of the proposed routes, 
and we’ll be digging into the anal-
ysis they performed as far as the 
need is concerned,” he said. “That 
said, our focus will be on a route 

that is least disruptive and it’ll 
have to be an underground route. 
… But the city is not the decider, 
the SCC is, so we’ll try to influ-
ence that process as best we can.”
 Wilson said he hopes Do-
minion and the SCC will agree 
to have any hearings and meet-
ings about the proposal in Alex-
andria. And Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg reasserted concerns by 
some that the proposal would do 
more to help Loudoun County 
residents than Alexandrians.
 “They said it’s for regional 
stability — and that means Al-
exandria and Arlington too,” 
Silberberg said. “Well, all of 
us are for regional stability and 
power, but while I feel for the 
people of Loudoun, my concern 
is solely focused on the citizens 
of Alexandria and whether you 
plan to tear up our streets and 
take a 13-foot trench.”
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 We at Parker-Gray Pediat-
ric Dental Care are delighted 
to welcome you to our practice 
and we look forward to getting 
to know you and your child. 
Dr. Kesha Stephenson-Frazier 
and Dr. Heidi O. Vatanka, 
both of whom are board certi-
fied pediatric dentists, opened 
Parker-Gray Pediatric Dental 
Care in the summer of 2014.
 With a welcoming waiting 
area geared towards children 
of all ages and their parents, 
as well as state-of-the-art 
equipment and treatment ar-
eas, we hope to make your 
child’s dental visit as enjoy-
able as possible. As a team 
we work together to provide 
compassionate and complete 
oral care to every patient who 
walks through our doors.
 We see patients from ages 
1 to 21, including patients

with special needs. We strive 
to thoroughly educate patients 
and parents on oral health and 
preventative care while fos-
tering a sense of team spirit 
between patients, staff and 
community.
 Our practice is convenient-
ly located right next to a bas-
ketball court and a playground 
on Fayette Street in historic 
Old Town, just steps from 
King Street, several shops 
and restaurants. We are open 
Monday through Friday with 
convenient evening hours 
twice a week and we accept 
most insurances.
 LOCATION: 224 N. Fayette 
St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
 CONTACT: 703-519-7275 or 
alexandriakidsdentist.com

Parker-Gray Pediatric Dental Care
Welcome to Parker-Gray Pediatric dental care

Port City Profile

through. If we’re not listening to 
them, how will we know what 
they’re experiencing?”
 Looking forward, the 
counselors said they refuse 
to rest on their laurels, espe-
cially as they work with their 
respective grades across the 
students’ entire time at George 
Washington Middle and look 
to keep making use of the 
work they have already done.
 “I came in this year, and 
there has been this awesome 
foundation in this department 
already laid,” Clark said. “It 
makes me, as somebody com-
ing in this year, really excited 

for what we’re going to do in 
the future. It’s just exciting to 
think about how our students as 
sixth graders are going to ben-
efit from that program that’s al-
ready been set up for them when 
they’re coming in as sixth grad-
ers, which is a really cool thing.”
 “Just because we got RAMP 
doesn’t mean that what we do 
stops,” Shoemaker said. “We’re 
still going to collect data, we’re 
still going to do all the same 
things that we did to earn that 
award, because obviously it is 
benefiting the students and that’s 
the whole reason we’re here. 
We’re a support for the students. 
We advocate for the students, 
and that’s just not going to stop.”
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Saturday, March 5
Parade Schedule
Classic Car Show,

9:00-11:45, 100 N Pitt St.

Fun Dog Show,
10:30-12:00, Market Square

12:00, Pre-parade, featuring 
winners of the Fun Dog Show

12:15, Dignitaries are driven 
down the parade route

The parade units will step 
off at 12:30, beginning with 

the military units.
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 The final was a culmination 
of an intense run of games in the 
ISL postseason for the Maroon, 
who had to play three games in 
three days on the team’s run to 
the championship. Episcopal 
first beat Madeira 39-14 on its 
home court in the quarterfinals 
on February 26, then took down 
No. 3 Potomac 48-38 in the 
semifinals the following day.
 Those games and the final 
against Flint Hill — with that 
game and the semifinal hosted 
by Bullis — came after a series 
of injuries left the Maroon with-
out two starters and only eight 
players in uniform. It meant an 
enormous physical effort for 
those left on the court.
 “It’s definitely been a chal-
lenge,” said Episcopal sopho-
more guard/forward Lexi We-
ger. “We’ve had a lot of injuries 

that have really made it diffi-
cult to get as far as we have, but 
we were able to pull it out and 
I’m so proud of this team…We 
knew that there was nothing we 
could do about it, so we had to 
take care of business and get 
the banner.”
 The Maroon went into half-
time behind 16-15, punished by 
some solid free throw shooting 
by the Huskies after leading by 7 
points early in the second quar-
ter. Episcopal would never lead 
by more than 4 points in the sec-
ond half, and fell behind 36-35 
with just 3 minutes remaining af-
ter a lay-up in transition by Flint 
Hill senior Lindsey Wiley.
 But Episcopal regained the 
lead late in the fourth and did 
enough to hold off a furious 

SPORTS

No. 2 Maroon overcome 
top seeded Huskies 41-40
BY CHRIS TEALE

 POTOMAC, Md. — Just 
20 seconds stood between the 
Episcopal girls basketball team 
and victory in the final of the 
Independent Schools League’s 
A division tournament final 
Sunday, but regular-season 
champion Flint Hill was deter-
mined to wrest the title from 
the Maroon’s grasp.
 Up 41-40 against the Hus-
kies at host school Bullis, the 
No. 2-seeded Maroon had to 
mount one last defensive stand, 
as No. 1 Flint Hill had an in-
bounds pass almost directly un-
der Episcopal’s hoop. Episcopal 
head coach Katrina Reed pulled 
her team around her at a timeout 
for a final set of directions.
 “I said, ‘This is the most 

important defensive stop of 
your lives,” Reed said after 
the game. “‘In terms of on the 
ball defense and in terms of re-
bounding, this is the most im-
portant rebound that you will 
ever have all season.’”
 That proved to be sage ad-
vice, as the Huskies’ shot missed 
and was gathered by Maroon 
freshman Kailyn Shepherd. The 
guard missed both of her free 
throws after being fouled, but 
her rebound was enough to se-
cure Episcopal’s victory by just 
one point.
 “I just had to get it,” Shep-
herd said, and in doing so, she 
helped win her side the ISL A 
tournament title. Shepherd fin-
ished the game with 21 points 
and 6 rebounds and accounted 
for 11 of the Maroon’s 15 points 
in the fourth quarter.

Episcopal girls squeak past Flint Hill 
for ISL tournament win

We’ve had 
a lot of 

injuries that have 
really made it 
difficult to get as 
far as we have, but 
we were able to 
pull it out and I’m 
so proud of this 
team. We knew 
that there was 
nothing we could 
do about it, so we 
had to take care of 
business and get 
the banner.”
 - Lexi Weger, Episcopal 

sophomore guard/forward

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
The Episcopal girls basketball team celebrates winning the Independent 
Schools League A division tournament title over Flint Hill, 41-40.
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Huskies charge. Weger had 11 
points, 10 rebounds and several 
blocked shots to cap a strong all-
around display.
 Having split their encounters 
with Flint Hill during the regular 
season, Reed said it was a great 
psychological boost to beat them 
in the final. The victory came in 
part due to great team spirit.
 “It was in the second half, 
and it wasn’t even the kids on 
the floor, it was the kids on the 
bench,” she said. “I heard them 
starting to come together and 
starting to cheer. I kept hearing, 

‘Let’s go guys, we’re a family.’ 
That was the moment when I 
was like, ‘Oh my God, we’re 
going to win this game today,’ 
because they were feeding the 
energy on the court.”
 The Maroon will stay in the 
ISL’s A division next season, 
with Flint Hill moving up to 
AA after winning the regular 
season championship. But Reed 
said the tournament champion-
ship will give them great hope 
for next season, when the aim 
will be to earn promotion to the 
upper tier.
 With only two seniors — 
guards Bea Huffines and Porter 

Geer — graduating, there will be 
plenty of chances for the fresh-
man and sophomore-heavy ros-
ter to earn further success.
 “I think the whole way we 
approach next year is going to 
probably be different from the 
one that it was this year,” Reed 
said. “This year, we weren’t 
expected to do anything; we 
surprised even ourselves. Next 
year, I feel like they’re going to 
come into practice in Novem-
ber and are going to be ready to 
go, ready to compete not only 
for this banner but also for an 
opportunity to move up and 
play with the big boys.”

Lady Titans’ postseason run at an end, 
Saints bow out of ISL tournament

 The T.C. Williams boys in-
door track team fell just short of 
a second straight Virginia High 
School League 6A state cham-
pionship as it finished second to 
Western Branch February 27.
 Western Branch won with 
72 points, ahead of the Titans, 
who finished with 69 points at 
the Boo Williams Sportsplex in 
Hampton, Va.
 T.C. still had a chance of 
winning the meet ahead of the 
final event — the 1,600 meter 
relay — but Western Branch 
managed to finish in a high 
enough position to take victory.
 Brothers Josephus and Noah 

Lyles finished first and second 
in the 55 meters, respectively, 
with Josephus’ winning time 
of 6.21 seconds a meet record. 
Josephus Lyles later finished 
second in the 500 meters behind 
Grant Holloway of Grassfield, 
while Noah won the 300 meters.
 Elsewhere, in the Virginia 
Independent Schools Athletic 
Association’s indoor track meets 
on February 20, the St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes girls led the way 
for local squads, finishing fourth. 
Episcopal finished fifth in the 
girls meet, and led the city’s ef-
fort in the boys meet with a sev-
enth-place finish.  - Chris Teale

 The T.C. Williams girls 
basketball team’s run through 
the Virginia High School 
League playoffs came to an 
end February 25 with a 
55-43 loss to Fairfax in 
the 6A North regional 
quarterfinals.
 Needing just one more 
victory to reach the 6A state 
quarterfinals, the Lady Titans 
came up against a Rebels side 
that had lost just once all sea-
son, but stayed in contention 
for long periods of the game.

 At one stage in the third quar-
ter, Fairfax only led by 2 points, 
but the squad eventually pulled 

away for the victory and will 
compete in the state quar-
terfinals. Junior Bhrandi 
Crenshaw was the Lady Ti-

tans’ leading scorer with 11 
points, while freshman Konnor 
Gambrell added 10, having been 
called up from the junior varsity 
team for the game.
 The Lady Titans entered 
the regional tournament on the 
back of their first Patriot con-

ference title since 2013, and 
beat Osbourn in the first round 
of regionals to set up the game 
with Fairfax. T.C. finished its 
season with an overall record 
of 16-8, including a 10-4 clip 
in Patriot play.
 Elsewhere, the St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes girls basketball 
team fell in the Independent 
Schools League A division 
tournament. At the quarterfinal 
stage, the Saints lost 65-24 away 
against Potomac.

- Chris Teale

Titans finish second in 6A 
state boys’ indoor track meet

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Maroon guard/forward Lexi Weger (far right) puts up a jump shot, watched by teammate Kailyn Shep-
herd (No. 23). Weger had 11 points in Episcopal’s 41-40 win over Flint Hill in the ISL tournament final, 
while Shepherd led all scorers with 21 points.
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of chatter of any kind going on 
around, you won’t listen. I find 
that when I am exercising, driv-
ing, showering, cooking, clean-
ing the dishes or the house, a lot 
of ideas come to me, because I 
am a little bit on autopilot, which 
frees up my ability to receive in-
formation.

Is your band comprised of 
your friends? How did you 
come together?
 My guitarist, Owen Barry, 
was recommended to me by Jeff 
Beck about seven years ago. My 
drummer, I actually met at a bar. 
He approached me and asked 
me if I wanted to jam sometime. 
Normally, I would just say no, 
but I got a sort of sense that he 
was good at what he did. So I 
looked him up online and was 
impressed with the videos I saw 
and so I did take him up on his 
offer and thought he was the 
most appropriate drummer for 
my music. 

What are you most excited for 
on this tour?
 People to finally hear what I 
have been working on for years 
and haven’t had a vehicle to ex-
press, publicly at least. I’m ex-
cited for people to hear this new 
music and for me to be myself in 
front of everybody.

Your online performance videos 
have garnered millions of views. 
Do you have any plans for mu-
sic videos to accompany your 
new album?
 I really do hope there will 
be music videos. Right now, it’s 
just a matter of how I am going 
to release [the music]. So far I’ve 
done everything independently. 
I’m in the process of working 
out the best way to release my 
music. I’m actually working on 
a pledge campaign, where peo-
ple can preorder my record. 

Tal Wilkenfeld will perform 
March 15 at The Birchmere. 

Tickets are $25.  
For more information, visit 

www.birchmere.com.

SCENE AROUND TOWN

PHOTO/TIMOTHY WHITE
Bassist Tal Wilkenfeld 
said that while she’s 
been singing and play-
ing music since she 
was 14, it wasn’t until 
recently that she re-
turned to being a sing-
er-songwriter. She will 
perform at The Birch-
mere March 15.

Australian bassist weaves in 
her own tour dates between 
opening for The Who
BY JENNIFER POWELL

 The talented Tal Wilkenfeld 
is not yet 30, but she has already 
built quite a resume, performing 
and touring with the likes of Jeff 
Beck, Chick Corea, Sting, Eric 
Clapton, and she even anchored 
Pharrell and Hans Zimmer at 
the 2015 Grammy Awards.
 Once exclusively an instru-
mentalist, Wilkenfeld has evolved
into a passionate singer-song-
writer, whose intoxicating rock 
and folk vocals have resonated 
with millions of listeners. Cur-
rently in the midst of her first tour 
as a headliner while also open-
ing for The Who on their North 
American tour, Wilkenfeld took 
some time out in Toronto to talk 
with the Times.

Alexandria Times: How did you 
get started so young in music?
 Wilkenfeld: I picked up the 
guitar when I was 14. It hit me in 
a flash then that I knew that was 
what I was going to be doing for 
the rest of my life. I was so pas-
sionate about it. It was kind of a 
bizarre experience to go from 
not being really surrounded by 
much music at a child to just 
picking up a guitar one day and, 
boom, it’s all there. 
 Two years later I moved to 
Los Angles to pursue a music 
career. I was still playing a guitar 
at that time. I ended up switching 
to bass after a lot of observation 
from my peers that I played the 
guitar like a bass player. They 
would say, “Why don’t you just 
be a bass player?” So I did.
 Within a few months I had 
moved to New York and was 
playing in clubs. Then The 
Allman Brothers saw me play-
ing and I played along side 
with them, then Jeff Beck, and 
it has all moved pretty quickly 
since then.

Who are your influences and 
inspired you musically? 
 I wouldn’t limit it to who in-
spired me as a bassist. When I 
was young, I was influenced by 
Jimi Hendrix, Rage Against the 
Machine and Herbie Hancock.

You seem so at ease in your 
performances. What have been 
some challenges for you on the 
road?
 The hardest thing for me 
to do is to wind down after a 
show. I have so much energy. 
I just want to write or hang 
out or talk to people. It’s chal-
lenging when you have to get 
up the next day for a show. It’s 
so much adrenaline that you 
almost don’t notice it until the 
end of the tour and you’re done.

When did you develop your vo-
cal chops? I would have guessed 
you were always a singer. 
 I started when I first picked 
up the guitar, I was singing. 
When I then moved to America 
to go to a guitar school. I’m the 
type of personality that wants 
to put everything into whatever 
I am doing. So when my focus 

became the instrument — gui-
tar, I didn’t want anything else, 
such as singing or songwriting, 
to distract me from honing in 
on the craft of guitar playing, 
which then translated into bass 
playing. I got so into it that I 
started playing instrumental 
music. I just wanted to focus on 
honing that craft. I did that for 
years. Next thing I knew, I was 
on tour with all these legendary 
musicians, playing with the best 
musicians in the world. I am so 
grateful for those opportunities.
 You really do learn when 
you are on a gig, when you are 
actually experiencing playing 
music with great musicians. 
It’s not really something you 
can do practicing at home. You 
can practice technique at home. 
Technique is a means of expres-
sion — the pathway to expres-
sion. The expression is learned 
or channeled from your soul. 
You learn how to express it with 
other people on a stage while be-
ing on a stage. It’s the only way 
to learn it. So I am grateful for 
that.
 It just hit me at a certain point: 
“Oh wait a minute. I forgot, I’m 

actually a singer-songwriter, and 
I kind of abandoned that. I should 
really go back to my roots here.” 
There was a calling for that. 
Hence that is where I am at now 
with the current record of songs 
I’ve written over the past 4 or 5 
years, recording in between tour-
ing and doing sessions with other 
people. I really feel that this is my 
true voice and an expression of 
my soul where I am at right now.

What is your process for song-
writing? 
 I wish I had a process for 
song writing, but I just don’t. I 
know what it takes to get into a 
creative state. It is affected by 
my environment and my sur-
roundings, but it is also quite 
random. It is usually when I’ve 
just let go of everything that is 
going on in the outside world 
and I can just sort of look inward 
and just be present with myself 
or whatever, whomever I am 
with.
 It’s enough to just listen to 
what is already there. The in-
spiration, the music is always 
inside of you ... if you are will-
ing to listen to it. If there is a lot 

Q&A
with
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The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) 2/27 - 3/19

Experience all of Shakespeare’s 37 

plays in 97 minutes! Join us for an 

irreverent, fast-paced romp through 

the Bard’s many plays 

in The Complete Works 

of William Shakespeare 

(Abridged) — the longest-

running comedy ever in 

London’s West End!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

March 3-6
BIENNIAL IKEBANA SHOW Art 
and nature come together as The Art 
League welcomes back the Washing-
ton, D.C. branch of the Sogetsu School 
of Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower 
arranging. Sogetsu members select 
works of art to inspire and complete 
their harmonious installations. A 
Sogetsu member is present at all 
times to demonstrate the craft and 
answer questions during the exhibit.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Art League Gallery, Torpedo 
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.theartleague.org/
content/ikebana_2016

March 4
HISTORIC BEER DINNER Join a 
culinary adventure with period-inspired 
food and beverage! Partnered with 
Yards Brewery and Gadsby’s Tavern 
Restaurant, enjoy a four course dinner 
that will be fun, educational and delec-
table. Tickets cost $85 per person.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 5
DOCENT-LED TOUR OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
MUSEUM Come for an in-depth 
guided tour of the Friendship Fire-
house Museum and learn about the 
company’s firefighting procedures and 
equipment, as well as the different 
roles the organization played in serving 
the community.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

LEARN HOW TO USE MEDIA-
TION TO RESOLVE CONFLICT 
The Alexandria Library and the North-
ern Virginia Mediation Service will co-
sponsor a panel of trained mediators 
to explore conflict resolution through 
mediation. Admission is free.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1728 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 
Celebrate Irish heritage at the Bal-
lyshaners’ St. Patrick’s Day parade 
down King Street, an antique car show 

on North Pitt Street and a dog show in 
Market Square.
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-201-7076, mike.
pablo@verizon.net or www.ballyshan-
ers.org

March 6
WOMEN’S HISTORY TOUR In 
honor of Women’s History Month, tours 
of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum will high-
light the many roles women played in 
tavern life — from owners to enslaved 
workers and overnight guests to event 
participants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 18th-
century desserts while you sip John 
Gadsby’s special blend of tea or take 
a cup of American Heritage Chocolate. 
Historic guest Rebecca Ramsey Reese 
will catch you up on the latest Alexan-
dria news during the tea. Admission 
costs $35 per person.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

March 11
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, water 
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on 
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle 
course. Participate in swimming skill 
assessments for youth, learn pool 
safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or 
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

TITAN TAKEOVER TEEN NIGHT 
ACAP’s Keepit360 Club and SAPCA’s 
Above the Influence Club are hosting 
teen night with fun activities, basket-
ball, video games, Chipotle, candy 
station, gift card raffle, giveaways and 
more.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-3130 or kim.
hurley@alexandriava.gov

March 11-April 10
ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT Con-
vergence presents a joint art effort 
between Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. 
Williams high school. In an effort to 
recognize and encourage the creative 
pursuits of visual art students from 
across the city, art teachers from each 
of the four schools have collaborated in 
what they hope will be an annual event.
Time: Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Gallery @ Conver-
gence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-998-6260

March 12
GENERATION TO GENERATION 
GALA Senior Services of Alexandria 
hosts its annual Generation to Genera-
tion Gala. Two local families will be 
honored for their work with seniors, 
and SSA will present its first ever 
Service Award.
Time: 6 to 11 p.m.
Location: Hilton Alexandria Mark 
Center, 5000 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 or 
www.seniorservicesalex.org

March 13
BEHIND THE SCENES ARCHI-
TECTURE TOUR Join a specialized 
tour highlighting the architectural 
history of Carlyle House, the only stone 
mansion in Alexandria. The tour will be 
led by the site manager. Tickets cost 
$10 for the general public and $5 for 
Friends of Carlyle House. Reservations 
required.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Carlyle House,  
121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

March 16

LIVING AN ACTIVE AND RE-
WARDING LIFE Senior Services of 
Alexandria and AARP co-sponsor the 
latest speaker series talk, in which par-
ticipants will learn about AARP’s “Life 
Reimaged” program and rewarding 
volunteer opportunities; get some fun 
exercise tips, and find out where to find 
the best classes designed for seniors 
who want to expand their horizons.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew Congrega-
tion, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414, ext. 
110 or www.seniorservicesalex.org

March 17-20
SPRING BOOK SALE The Friends 
of the Beatley Central Library will hold 
their spring book sale. All items are 
$3 or less, unless specifically marked, 
including hardbacks, paperbacks, chil-
dren’s books and audio-visual items.
Time: Thursday 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
beatleyfriends.org

March 18
VIA CRUCIS The 14 stations of 
the cross will be prayed in a musical 
setting with choir and organ music by 
Franz Liszt. The church adult Choir 
will sing accompanied by organist Ann 
Carney. Admission is free but contribu-
tions are welcome.
Time: 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament Catho-
lic Church, 1427 W. Braddock Road
Information:  jmccrary@blessedsac-
ramentcc.org

MARCH150: ART PARTY FUN-
DRAISER  Target Gallery’s annual 
fundraiser invites new and veteran art 
collectors to view and buy original work 
by regional artists working on 10” 10” 

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com 

panels, each affordably priced at $150 
and available for sale.
Time:  7  to  10 p.m.
Location: Target Gallery, Torpedo 
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/event/march150-6th-annual-
exhibition-fundraiser

March 19
BEST BIB AND TUCKER MAR-
DI GRAS BALL Doc Scantlin and 
Chou Chou return for the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum Society’s second an-
nual Best Bib and Tucker Mardi Gras 
Ball. The event includes dancing, 
food and an auction to benefit the 
museum.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.

Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information:  
www.gadsbystavernmuseum.org

March 20
PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON The date is 
March 20, 1816. Join President James 
Madison, as presented by John Doug-
las Hall, at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
for this ongoing series of presidential 
salons for discussion of the topics of 
the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

www.bistrotroyal.com

Bistrot Royal
HAPPY HOUR

Tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 N. Royal St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.519.9110

STRAIGHT UP
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT THE ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Happy Hour
Tuesday - Friday, 

5 _7 PM

Saturday, 12_5 PM

Wine & Beer Specials
 Signature Cocktails
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Marvelous 
Miss Longbottom

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Miss Longbottom was 
abandoned in a locked 
van until some kind souls 
rescued her and her 
friends.  She is now ready 
for her forever home!  
Come meet her on 
Saturday or Sunday from 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

 As the weather begins to 
thaw, it’s time for you and your 
dog to emerge from winter hi-
bernation. It’s more than likely 
that your pup has 
some extra energy 
to burn. Engag-
ing their mind and 
challenging them to 
try new things will 
help tire them out 
twice as quickly as 
a romp at the dog 
park. Plus, it’s a 
great way to build 
your bond.
 Here are some 
ways you can mentally chal-
lenge your dog outside of the 
house.
 TEACH A NEW TRICK: Every 
time you embark on a training 
session with your dog, whether 
it be focused on obedience skills 
or learning a new trick, you are 
providing them with a mental 
challenge. Once you’ve mas-
tered basic commands, why not 
try teaching them to high five, 
salute, army crawl or dance? 
Tips for training these can eas-
ily be found online, and yes, old 
dogs can learn new tricks.
 Use scent games: Scent is a 
dog’s most powerful sense; it’s 
fun to see a their natural ability 
kick in as they track something 
using only their nose. Place 
their food in multiple locations 
around your yard or play hide-
and-seek with treats.
 You can vary the hidden 
items to keep them guess-
ing, like a feather rubbed with 
cheese or a frozen cube of meat 
or broth. You can even enlist the 
help of fellow pet owners to bor-
row towels with their animal’s 
scent; watch how hard your dog 

works to locate it.
 SET UP A BACKYARD OB-
STACLE COURSE: Obstacle 
courses are a great way to bond 

with your dog, pro-
mote exercise and 
prevent boredom. 
You don’t need ex-
pensive equipment. 
You can construct a 
safe and fun course 
for dogs of any size 
with a few supplies.
    Jumps can be 
built with PVC 
pipes — be sure the 
bar can easily be 

knocked down to avoid injury. 
Repurpose a flexible children’s 
play tunnel as long as it is heavy 
enough or pinned down so it 
doesn’t move around. Weave 
poles can be created by sticking 
PVC pipes into the ground or 
using traffic cones.

 GO ON THERAPY VISITS: 
Does your dog love people and 
voluntarily approach strangers? 
Are they calm enough to tol-
erate when someone does not 
want to greet them or a toddler 
hugs their neck? If so, therapy 
work provides a rewarding job 
for both the dog and the owner 
as they visit nursing homes and 
hospitals or read with children 

at schools or libraries.
 First your dog must pass the 
American Kennel Club’s Canine 
Good Citizen test — evaluators 
listed on their website, www.
akc.org — which covers 10 ar-
eas, including walking through 
a crowd, the sit, stay and come 
commands, reactions to other 
dogs or distractions and separa-
tion from the owner. Once certi-
fied, find a local therapy organi-
zation that needs your help, also 
listed on the AKC website.
 GIVE THEM A JOB: A work-
ing dog is a happy dog. The next 
time you go for a walk or hike, 
make it your dog’s job to carry 
the water bottles in a backpack. 
You can have your dog retrieve 
the newspaper and the mail or 
tie their favorite toy to a rope 
and have them chase it across 
the yard. And did you know 
there is an International Weight 
Pulling Association for dogs? 
There are all sorts of jobs to help 
tire your dog when you are out 
and about.
 VISIT NEW PLACES AND 
FACES: Every time your dog 
meets a new person or fellow 
pup, they encounter new sights, 
sounds and smells. Taking your 
dog to new destinations like 
parks or even on errands also 
provides ample opportunity to 
engage their senses.
 So don’t just sit there, get out 
and enjoy the nice weather with 
your pup but do so with a purpose. 
Have fun trying new ways to tire 
them out both physically and 
mentally; it will enrich your rela-
tionship and reenergize you both.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.

Challenge your dog’s 
mind this spring

PET MATTERS

Alexandrians love their pets. 
Advertise your business or service for pets in  

the Alexandria Times. Call 703-739-0001 today!
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HOME OF THE WEEK

 This home’s original owner 
was Col. David Henley, original-
ly from Charlestown, Mass., who 
served in the Continental Army 
with Gen. George Washington. 
After the war, Henley moved 
to Old Town, presumably to be 
close to General Washington, 
and bought 211 Duke St.
 The original deed to the prop-
erty was burned by Confederates 
in Old Town before they fled at the 
start of the Civil War. The property 
was laid out when Old Town was 
founded in 1749 and was originally 
purchased in British pounds. Some 
of the original clapboard is still 
intact, while the wood came from 
the property itself. The corner 
beams in the original portion of 
the house are huge square pieces, 
while the nails have square heads.

 Built around 1760, this semi-
detached historic house offers 
original wood floors, front and rear 
staircases and five fireplaces. This 
inviting 18th century home is brim-
ming with light. A recent two-story 
addition features an open kitchen/
family room with built-in bookcas-

es and a wood burning fireplace. 
The room opens to the lovely patio 
and garden.
 The master suite, with a wall 
of windows, features a fireplace 
and multiple closets. The home is 
located on one of Old Town’s most 
special blocks.

At a Glance:
Location: 211 Duke St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: $1,698,000
Style: Townhouse

Built: 1760
Exterior: Frame
Bedrooms: 3
Contact: Babs Beckwith, 703-836-1297, 
babsbeckwith@aol.com, agent with 
McEnearney Associates, Inc.

A beautiful home, steeped in history

PHOTO/LINDSEY WELSH
Built circa 1760, this semi-detached historic house features origi-
nal flooring, woodwork, and five fireplaces. A recent two-story ad-
dition with an open chef’s kitchen and family room opens onto 
the deep garden patio. The meticulously renovated kitchen (left) 
with access to private side slab patio is where everyone will gath-
er. The family room is spacious enough for watching TV, reading 
your favorite novel or putting an extra log on the fire.

At Home

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

 Cover-up isn’t the issue. 
For most, windows are wel-
come — the more, the merrier. 
They usher in natural light, and 
sunshine is a surefire pick-me-
up. There is that privacy thing 
— you don’t want to feel like 
you’re living in a fishbowl. But 
equally important, is the matter 
of decor’s finishing touch, the 
punctuation and warmth (both 
visual and physical) that fabric 
adds, in the form of well-chosen 
window treatments.
 “Draperies are an important 
design element,” says Marta 
Enriquez, director of interior de-
sign for Ethan Allen. “They can 

be used to filter light and pro-
tect furniture, to darken a room, 
and to keep it cooler or warmer. 
They can open up a space or 
make it appear cozier — de-
pending on how they are hung 
— and can be used to add color 
and texture. They are great for 
drawing the eye to a beautiful 
view or architectural (element) 
you want to showcase.” 
 Although some types of 
draperies (here’s looking at 
you, swag) seem fussy or dated, 
working with an interior style 
and architecture for an appro-
priate complement will net ma-
jor design dividends. 
 But buying window treat-

ments is not as easy as snap-
ping up a chair. Or is it? 
 That depends on whether 
or not your windows them-
selves are standard issue, 
meaning their measurements. 
If the dimensions are not un-
usually wide or tall, you’re in 
luck. Most retailers today carry 
ready-made (or off-the-rack, in 
fashion parlance) draperies. The 
price ranges from just a little bit 
more than nice shower curtains 
(around $40) to several hundred 
dollars and up, depending on 
fabric (quality and how much 
of it), whether or not there’s a 

PHOTO/ETHAN ALLEN 
Grommets emerge as a design element rather than a facilitator in 
this natural duck window treatment from Ethan Allen. An animal print 
adds kick to the monochromatic scheme, underscored with warm 
woods in similar tones.

Window treatment 
options show versatility

SEE WINDOWS | 21
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

Dominion transmission line 
proposal needs a spotlight
 Dominion Virginia Power’s recent announcement that 
it would again seek approval of a plan to run a 230-ki-
lovolt electrical transmission line through Alexandria is 
not a surprising one.
 When we last left the issue, back in November 2014, the 
utility announced it would delay filing its proposal with 
the State Corporation Commission for a couple of months 
as they awaited new load projections from regional grid 
operator PJM. A few months quickly became a year, but 
officials always expected the issue would re-emerge.
 Now that it has, we should do a quick recap. In the 
summer of 2014, representatives from Dominion came to 
Alexandria officials with their plans, and were met with 
skepticism in terms of whether the power line was needed 
in the first place, whether it would benefit Alexandria 
residents or instead the growth of data centers in Lou-
doun County, and how construction surrounding such a 
project could impact residents’ daily lives.
 City council formed a work group to study the proposal 
and to recommend so-called “least objectionable” routes. 
The work group was able to secure a list of nine possible 
courses for the transmission line, but members complained 
they received little other information from the utility.
 Fast forward to last month: Dominion officials told 
city leaders and announced on the company’s website 
that it would move forward with the project and file its 
formal application with state regulators over the summer. 
And although they said they “hope” to use a route that is 
consistent with the city work group’s recommendations, 
officials have received little else in information or assur-
ances from the utility.
  With the proposal back on the table, Alexandria leaders 
seem to be taking the right steps. They are asking for more 
information from Dominion; city council is poised to recon-
vene the resident-led work group and then formalize their 
recommendations into an official position ahead of the SCC 
application process. And they want public hearings on the 
issue to be held in Alexandria, not Richmond.
 Going forward, the city must continue to put the utility’s 
feet to the fire in an effort to independently verify if the 
transmission is needed and, if so, to make sure it is placed 
along a route that will be least disruptive to residents.
 But the onus is not solely on Alexandria’s local govern-
ment. Dominion must step up and provide residents with a 
robust public outreach process to outline the necessity of 
the project, and be receptive to the community’s concerns. 
Despite attending the 2014 work group meetings and host-
ing a walkthrough of the different options for residents, the 
utility’s efforts have been lacking to this point.
 It might be easier in the short term for Dominion to 
withhold information about their analysis until it makes its 
formal filing with the State Corporation Commission this 
summer. But making the additional effort to inform Alex-
andrians on the issue is the right thing to do. It might even 
lead to a smoother approval process down the line.

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 Whatever we do about the 
Ramsey Homes, we should avoid 
distorting an important moment 
in American history. Those hous-
es were built in the era of segrega-
tion and Jim Crow, but they were 
not a part of it. They represent in 
fact a very important step toward 
equality of opportunity.
 Until World War II cre-
ated a serious labor shortage 
— as well as a serious housing 
shortage in urban areas — the 
workforce was very segregated. 
African-Americans were rel-
egated to working in low wage, 
unskilled jobs — all without 
any modern benefits, job secu-
rity or decent pay.
Jobs in manufacturing that no 
African-Americans could have 
hoped for before the war were 
opened to them. In a time of 
housing shortages for every-
one, good wages are not enough 
to attract workers. The African-
Americans needed for the war 

effort would not have come to 
Alexandria without assurances 
of having homes for their fami-
lies, thus the Ramsey Homes 
came into existence. They were 
not built as temporary housing.
 That was true for the Cam-
eron Valley homes built along 
Duke Street at the edge of the 
College Park neighborhood. They 
were poorly constructed, flimsy 
wooden structures, never in-
tended to last for long. Their first 
occupants were white defense 
industry workers. Just like the 
Ramsey Homes, they were sold 
to the Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority after the 
war. Later, ARHA sold them for 
development, keeping only a few 
public housing tenants in what is 
known as a scattered site.
Everyone should understand that 
all ARHA tenants at the Ramsey 
Homes will get federal hous-
ing vouchers to find housing 
wherever they are able to while 
construction goes on. These 

vouchers are for so little money 
that most of them will be used in 
other jurisdictions because lower 
rent housing has been dwindling 
here for many years.
 The Ramsey site is indeed 
well located near public transit 
and shopping. Unfortunately, 
the building design ARHA has 
presented to date is so dense that 
it lacks even the minimum of re-
quired open space at ground lev-
el. Instead, open space is located 
on the roof of their proposed non-
descript three-story building.
 We are going to put families 
with children in such a build-
ing? It would be so much bet-
ter to save one of the historic 
Ramsey Homes, with a suitable 
historic plaque on it and pro-
vide a little more open space. A 
delay, even of a year, is worth-
while if we get something we 
can be proud of and that people 
can enjoy living in.

- Katy Cannady
Alexandria

ARHA should save at least one of the 
Ramsey Homes
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To the editor:
 What are zoning and 
master plans all about if 
they are changed willy-
nilly to suit some proj-
ect that comes along? 
Why bother doing them 
when master plans 
merely mean, “Heads: I 
win, Tails: you lose?” If 
some proposed project 
agrees with the master 
plan, the developer can 
go ahead, and if not, 
then City Hall will just 
change the master plan.
 Zoning is supposed to 
be a protection for nearby 
properties, which is why, 
when neighbors petition, 

a super-majority override 
is required. The spot-
zoning change the Alex-
andria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority 
sought for the Ramsey 
Homes (“Council fails to 
approve Ramsey Homes 
rezoning,” February 25) 
benefits the developer, 
but comes at the expense 
of neighbors, whose en-
joyment of their property 
is impaired and effec-
tively subsidizes the new 
development.
 If our legal system 
forced City Hall or the 
developer to properly 
compensate these neigh-

bors — “fully internalize 
the costs” as economists 
phrase it — neighbors 
impacted by a rezoning 
decision would have no 
cause for complaint.
 Instead, if the zon-
ing override obtains the 
requisite super majority, 
the neighbors are, in ef-
fect, expected to subsi-
dize some development 
benefitting someone 
else or the community 
as an aggregate, adding 
insult to injury.
 What could be more 
grossly abusive?

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

What are master plans for, anyway?

Chinquapin Park pool project is not 
for just a few residents
To the editor:
   The Alexandria Times’ 
February 11 editorial 
opposing city council’s 
current level of support 
for a 50-meter pool at 
Chinquapin (“Council 
should apply a business 
model to government 
spending decisions”) 
fell flat — it was long 
on quotations and short 
on well-reasoned think-
ing. 
 The editorial sug-
gested that city council 
made a decision based 
on a vague gut feeling 
that funding this com-
munity resource might 
be nice for a small seg-
ment of the population 
— regional and elite 
swimmers — and went 
on to state directly that 
City Hall renovations 
should be funded be-
cause it is the “image” of 
our city. I beg to differ.
 As a life-long com-
petitive swimmer, I must 
confess that the idea of a 
new 50-meter pool in 
my city makes me drool. 
But competitive and so-

called “elite” swimmers 
are only a small seg-
ment of the population 
that will benefit from a 
renovated and enlarged 
Chinquapin Park pool.
 As I stand on the pool 
deck, waiting sometimes 
20 or 30 minutes for a 
lane to open up so I can 
get in a workout, I see 
the image of Alexan-
dria — our people. I see 
seniors exercising and 
socializing. I see parents 
with babies playing in 
the water and learning 
to swim. I see my chil-
dren training and work-
ing hard to be strong 
athletes. I see families 
hosting birthday par-
ties. I see scuba divers 
working toward certifi-
cation. I see high school 
students playing water 
polo. I see city employ-
ees providing outings 
for young adults with 
special needs.
 These people come 
to Chinquapin knowing 
that the locker rooms are 
too small, there are not 
enough showers and you 

may need to wait a sig-
nificant period of time 
before a lane opens up. 
Chinquapin is bursting at 
the seams. Imagine how 
many people would flood 
to a new spacious facility. 
And let’s not forget that all 
of these patrons pay to use 
the facility. Chinquapin is 
not just a cost center; it 
collects fees. Residents 
purchase memberships. 
Teams rent lanes. Fitness 
teachers rent space. Fami-
lies pay to host parties.
 We are a city that 
values and supports an 
active lifestyle for our 
citizens. The “very im-
age of Alexandria” is not 
a building. It is its peo-
ple. Tax dollars should 
be spent to improve the 
lives of those citizens. 
A new 50-meter pool is 
not only a place where 
people will swim and 
compete. It is a place 
where the community 
will come together — 
people of all ages, races 
and income levels.

- Erin Conaton
Alexandria

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 All of the research shows that chil-
dren who have had preschool experi-
ence enter kindergarten better prepared 
than those who do not. The research also 
shows they go on to do better academi-
cally. We know preschool is essential. 
But this research makes preschool even 
more crucial as a way to create a founda-
tion for future academic success. 
 This is why it is imperative to act 
now on the joint goals of the city, Al-
exandria City Public Schools and other 
early education providers to make pre-
school available to four-year 
olds in the city. As we contin-
ue working with our current 
partners, ACPS has suggested 
opening centralized locations 
for preschool in 2018 and 
2020.
 With an investment up 
front, our city can tackle these 
goals within the next few years. Chil-
dren, who can struggle in school in 
part because of issues like poverty or 
language barriers, gain significant ben-
efits from quality preschool programs.
 When unprepared children begin 
school behind, they tend to fall further 
and further behind. This places a bur-
den on ACPS and our city resources be-
fore we even get that child through the 
first few years of elementary school. It 
can also leave the child without a love 
of learning as they come to view them-
selves as behind their peers.
 Children grow socially and emotion-
ally through interactions with peers — 
playing together and learning how to 
share. Preschoolers sharpen their think-
ing and attention skills when in a stimu-
lating environment. Preschoolers start 
to learn how to function in the school 
setting, which can reduce or eliminate 
problem behaviors early on.
 Preschool can also be a resource for 
preschoolers that need wellness servic-
es. Research shows that early education 
can reduce special education placement 
by identifying developmental issues at a 
younger age and providing the opportu-
nity for early intervention.
 The long-term positive academic re-
sults and cost savings of preschool are 
indisputable. Strong preschool programs 
increase lifelong earning potential and 

help students achieve better academic 
outcomes. But more, preschool contrib-
utes to lowering dropout rates once that 
student reaches high school.
     Research shows that students deemed 
to be from vulnerable populations who 
went to preschool have lower rates of 
teen pregnancy, higher earnings once 
they graduate, are more likely to hold 
a job, and have a lower probability of 
committing crimes. 
 The sooner that ACPS can work with 
parents and the students to help them 

be ready to learn, the better op-
portunity ACPS has to advance 
them academically throughout 
their years in school. This is 
about investing at the beginning 
to ensure a bright and fiscally 
sound future for all students.
 ACPS has been working col-
laboratively with the city’s early 

care and education work group, made 
up of stakeholders across Alexandria, 
to advance quality preschool instruction 
and align early care experiences in the 
city. This effort unites early education 
goals from ACPS 2020, the Children 
and Youth Master Plan and the common 
agenda. 
 This is a critical time for ACPS. This 
is the first year that the student popula-
tion will exceed the number of seats we 
have in the district. The consolidation of 
preschools would help make space in the 
city’s elementary schools by freeing more 
than 30 classrooms, which could translate 
to more than 750 students. This is essen-
tially another elementary school. Addi-
tionally, there would be new opportunities 
to partner with providers and potentially 
use all of the available state preschool 
funding — currently our city only access-
es some of it due to space constraints.
 The only thing in dispute at this time 
is the investment. If we offer quality pre-
school options, knowing that preschool 
education works, then Alexandria could 
be a leader in early education in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. But if the com-
pelling research does not move you, then 
the future savings should. This is one in-
vestment the city cannot pass on.

 
The writer is the chairwoman of the 

Alexandria City School Board.

Pre-K is one investment the 
city cannot afford to pass on

Karen Graf
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he reconstruction of Al-
exandria in the decades 
after the Civil War was 

a long and torturous process, 
and the success in rebuilding the 
city’s destroyed economy was 
due to the unified efforts of new-
comers, life-long citizens and 
those formerly at the margins of 
American society. Together, their 
pursuit of opportunity and vision 
for a new Alexandria opened 
new possibilities for a rebirth of 
the city that could not have been 
imagined before the war.
 Robert Portner was a German 
immigrant who came to America 
before the war and worked in the 
grocery business with his broth-
ers in New York City. Always 
on the lookout for the next op-
portunity, Portner tried his hand 
at retail groceries, book-keeping, 
selling tobacco, running a saloon 
and then a bakery before he ar-
rived in Alexandria shortly after 
the war began. 
 He opened a grocery store 
with his friend Frederick Recker 
on the southeast corner of King 
and St. Asaph streets, but was 
soon attracted to brewing by the 
large number of thirsty Union 
soldiers stationed in and around 
Alexandria. After the war, Port-
ner sold the store to his partner 
and went into brewing full time, 
renting the Shuter’s Hill brew-
ery to expand his operation. 
 Within a few years, he had 
found another brewing partner 
in Philadelphia, and built a new 
brewery and an icehouse of his 
own in Alexandria, eventually 
operating one of the largest in-
dustrial enterprises in the city.
 This heavily manipulated en-

graving of the Portner brewing 
complex shows the area around 
North Washington and Pendleton 
streets, with the former Mount 
Vernon Cotton Mill transformed 
into the Portner bottling facility 
on the left. The engraving exag-
gerated the size and surround-
ings of the brewery, with the 
intersection actually turned per-
pendicular and immediately ad-
jacent to the Potomac River and 
imaginary freight trains trans-
porting brewery products along 
Washington Street between the 
river and points inland.  The 
view was used on the label of its 
famous “Tivoli” beer. 
 Fittingly, two of Robert Port-
ner’s great-great-granddaugh-
ters, Catherine and Margaret 
Portner, plan to open a brew 
house on the West End in the 
summer of 2016.
 Local boy Edgar Warfield 
was an 18-year-old drug store 
clerk when the Union Army en-
tered Alexandria in May 1861. 
Months earlier in December 
1860, he and his friend Frank 
Wise had formed a militia unit 
called the Old Dominion Rifles, 
drilling with other young men in 

the open fields north of down-
town as secessionist talk inten-
sified. After several months of 
drilling and showing off in new 
uniforms in front of local girls, 
they met their bleary-eyed com-
rades on Prince Street in front of 
The Lyceum and marched out 
of town early on the morning of 
May 24, 1861 as Union troops 
arrived. 
 Warfield returned four years 
later to war-weary and economi-
cally blighted Alexandria, but 
soon started up his own drug 
store with another friend, Frank 
Hall. Located at 302 Prince St. 
for many years, Warfield’s Drug 
Store was a well-known gather-
ing place for many of his former 
Confederate comrades. In 1907, 
Warfield went into business 
with his son and grandson on the 
northwest corner of King and Pitt 
streets, where three generations 
of druggists served the commu-
nity in one store.
 Another local person who 
successfully built up his business 
interests immediately after the 
war was George Seaton. Seaton 
was an African-American, born 
free in Alexandria in 1822, and 

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Some of those who helped rebuild the city’s economy

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you think Dominion Virginia Power will select 
one of the city’s “least objectionable” routes for 
its planned 230-kilovolt transmission line?

Last Week 
Is a 1-cent tax increase a reasonable request to 
improve city services in the fiscal 2017 budget?

129 Votes

A. Yes.
B. No.

 53% Yeso.

 47% No.

had a long career as a master 
carpenter and builder as well as 
running a busy grocery store.  
He had many friends in town, 
both black and white, and was 
referred to in the local newspaper 
as a “respectable and well to do 
resident of this city.”
 Beyond his profession, 
Seaton took an active hand in 
developing post-war institutions 
to benefit African-Americans 
such as the First Free School So-
ciety of Alexandria, the Colored 
Building Association, the Col-
ored YMCA and the Odd Fel-
lows Society.  His home at 404 
S. Royal St., in the heart of the 
Hayti neighborhood, still stands.

 
Out of the Attic is provided by the 

Office of Historic Alexandria.

FROM THE WEB
In response to “Our 
View: It’s time for 
more civility in council 
chambers,” February 25:
DelRay821 writes:
 This editorial does not ad-
dress the most egregious act 
of incivility from the past few 
days — that of Mayor Allison 
Silberberg publicly criticizing 
the council-appointed city at-
torney in a council meeting for 
doing his job as well as blaming 
him in an interview.
 Her public comments at 
Tuesday’s meeting quite rightly 
earned her a strong rebuke from 
three city councilors. Prior to 
this meeting, I did not really 
think that the city council really 
needed a code of conduct. How-
ever, Silberberg’s behavior on 
Tuesday has changed my mind. 
This was conduct unbecoming 
the office of mayor.

T
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WINDOWS 
FROM | 17

PHOTO/CB2    
These 120-inch-long sheers create a bold statement in a large 
room with tall ceilings. The 100 percent pure, machine washable 
French/Belgian linen weaves a fine light-filtering drape in gauzy yel-
low, which flows long to floor or hems easy from overlock stitching 
at the edge. Panels are 48 inches wide, available in 84- or 120-inch 
lengths, on sale for $39.99 and $49.99 at CB2.

lining, complexity of style (rod 
pocket, where fabric is folded 
over and stitched to allow slid-
ing into the rod, is the simplest 
construction), and trims. 
 That’s not all. There’s quite 
the range in fabric and pattern 
styles — from elegant silks and 
velvets to nubby linens and 
smooth cottons, from opaque to 
sheer, from stripes (skinny or fat) 
and geometrics to ikats and zig-
zags, from florals to paisleys. The 
designs can be screen or digitally 
printed, even embroidered. 
 Another bonus: dressmak-
er details. Contrast borders, 
ribbon ties, pompon edging, 
ruching (a kind of puckering), 
bands at the top, bands at the 
bottom, even nailheads or 
grommets used to define. The 
punctuation also is setting off 
top treatments like fixed boxy 
headers or loose valances. 
 “Cool white linen panels,” 
for example, “can offer simple, 
sophisticated style on their 
own,” says Enriquez. “But when 
you add a Greek key tape trim, 
the same panels take on a more 
classic, elegant look.”
 As in most other segments 
of home decor, fashion also is 
influencing drapery design — 
from materials to accoutrements.
 “Just as rich color and tex-
tures have been all over the run-
ways this year,” says Enriquez, 
“we’re seeing those same trends 
in home decor. Luxurious fabrics, 
brilliant new embellishments 
and hardware options. Many de-
signers also favor ultra-feminine 
looks and colors, so light, airy 
sheers are in vogue again.”
 But what to call them: drap-
eries, drapes or curtains? Years 
ago, there was a kind of snobby 
distinction. Drapery was re-
served for more formality, while 
curtains fell into the more casual 
beat (like cafe style, hung on the 
bottom half of a double-hung 
window, which often shows up 
in breakfast rooms). Designers 
often grimaced if the word “cur-
tain” was uttered, though even 
cafe curtains are better looking 
today (check out Ballard De-

signs’ checks with pretty French 
pleats and solid grosgrain ribbon 
trims, particularly fetching in 
black and white).
 Curiously, retailers are refer-
ring mostly to curtain categories, 
although Pottery Barn hedges its 
bets by dropping all three names. 
Further, PB features two videos 
on its website that address “how 
to hang drapes,” and “how to 
hang curtains,” but honestly, 
no revelations about what’s the 
difference. Other sites offer tips 
that include how to measure, 
create fuller effects and puddle, 
with six to eight inches at the 
bottom for added oomph.
 What all have in common, of 
course, is panels. When you’re 
purchasing, that’s what you need 
to know — the width and length 
of a panel. Most panels are 50 
inches wide; when doubling up 
(to open in the middle) that cov-
ers a good-sized space — a little 
more than eight feet across. If 
that doesn’t do it, you can pur-
chase additional panels (and 
have them sewn together, if you 
like). More choices of lengths 
are available today, generally 
from 48 up to 120 inches. That 
full 10 feet happily handles win-
dows in spaces with tall ceilings.
 With sheers trending, some 
gauzy looks are especially suited 

to those loft settings, because 
they’re light and airy — even 
in bold hues like fashion-for-
ward yellow. Crate and Barrel’s 
French/Belgian linen is trans-
parent enough to allow filtered 
light, and is attractively flow-y, 
to soften a modern layout.
 Another semi-sheer, tie-dyed 
print on polyester, is even bolder 
because of pattern, but with an 
eclectic enough spirit that’s a 
wonderful counterpoint in dark 
gray on white to shades of blue 
in a contemporary room, like one 
designed by Crate and Barrel.
 Of course, a sheer linen in 
natural goes with pretty much 
everything. It’s especially fetch-
ing in the presence of weath-
ered or light woods, baskets and 
other natural materials, as seen 
at Pottery Barn.
 Patterns can lead or follow 
design themes. Flora or fauna, 
especially in more modern, 
open styles, can lend a tropical 
or outdoorsy vibe. Geometrics 
often are a favorite go-to with 
mid-century styles. Velvet has 
become a more popular option 
— and in brighter colors (a sur-
prisingly modern choice), one 
that can add a bit of visual heft 
and suede-y texture in a simple 
design. And silk, especially lush 
taffetas, lends a ballroom-gown 

elegance to rooms calling out for 
more dressed-up decor.
 Drapery accessories also 
have ramped up, with more at-
tention now showered on finish-
es and shapes of rods (with some 
squarish alternatives), and stylish 
finials in metal, ceramic, resin. 
Mercury glass, so popular in fur-
nishings accessories, has found a 
home in sparkly golden finials, 
for example, at Anthropologie. 
Tiebacks also are far more fetch-
ing than “self-ties,” made out of 
the same fabric as the curtains, 
some even crafted in leather.
 Going the custom route, of 
course, appeals to those who want 
to orchestrate a more personal-
ized expression, choosing more 
exclusive fabrics and details, 
through decorators or programs 

such as Drapery Expressions at 
Ethan Allen (not available on-
line), which offers choices of 
thousands of fabrics, trims and 
hardware options plus designers 
to help navigate the process.
 At the high end, custom is as 
fabrics go; some ornate or sump-
tuous imported materials may 
command price tags of $1,000 
per yard, times the amount of 
yardage (say 30 for full treatment 
on a few windows), PLUS labor 
— and you’ll quickly see how in-
timidating those numbers can be. 
 Online shopping is attractive 
because it’s easy — and offers 
almost instant gratification.
 Says Enriquez: “That enables 
(consumers) to get the look and 
feel of custom with the ease and 
affordability of ready-made.”
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s 73 Abbr. in some group names
75 Blunt foils
78 Beehive State city
80 Engaged in battle
82 Send a message
84 Blotter stains
86 Peace-loving
89 Pest-control company
90 Put on a pedestal
91 Not in need of a diet
92 Lighten up
93 Strips blubber
94 Relieves, as hunger
97 Prayer-ending word
98 Popular beach in Sydney
99 Go over like ___ balloon
100 Oxford doctorate, briefly
101 Matisse or Rousseau
103 Gardening soil
104 Another, in Madrid
106 Horse controller
108 Pet with green “fur”
109 Trumpet or bugle
111 Waste watchers?
113 Women of the house
114 Married

8 X 1 By Carla Azure
ACROSS
1 Word with “false” or “matinee”
5 Nursery fixture
9 Music-licensing org.
14 Mend socks
18 Female opera singer, perhaps
19 Steep in brine
20 Dissect, in English class
21 Melville work
22 Independent male adult
24 Barely an infant
26 Persona non ___
27 They’re turned by scholars
29 Apartment balconies
30 Decorate with gold leaf
32 Saddle seat back
34 Snap-together blocks
35 Airtight, as an alibi
39 Country singer McCann
40 Affirmative votes
41 Source of trouble
42 Element of an unbalanced debate
45 Stumblebum
48 ___ out (barely get by)
49 Took the World Series in four games
50 Toilets at Wimbledon
51 Backwards-arrow command
52 Three-masted ship
54 Kind of sauce or milk
55 Whale type
57 Contemptuous grin
58 Eliot’s Marner
60 Athletes from the U. of 62-Across
62 Black-eyed susan state
64 Glaringly vivid
66 Police sound device
68 Snaggable fabric
69 Unintentional misuse of a word
72 Board above a shop (var.)

74 Elude
76 “In memoriam” items
77 Bashful buddy?
79 “This is your brain on drugs,” for one
81 Take in a stray
83 Hand-cream enhancer
84 Fictional hunchback
85 End of several country names
87 Maiden-name introducer
88 Caesar’s X
89 Small rural community
93 Show off, like Mr. America
94 Boats like Noah’s
95 The constellation Sail
96 Part of a chemical reaction
98 Pitching blunders
100 Advocating detente, e.g.
102 Icy cover
103 Candy on a stick
105 One spelling for an Islamic prince
107 Young servant woman
110 Whom the Bible says to love
112 Play with a small cast
115 One-___ vitamins
116 Nonsensical rubbish
117 Robin Hood’s Tuck, e.g.
118 Cork’s place
119 USNA students
120 Chef’s or Caesar
121 Shark features
122 Beach material

DOWN
1 Chapel vow
2 Fender imperfection
3 Above
4 Pasta dish
5 Trick
6 Kind of roast
7 “Love Boat” bartender

8 It’s spoken in India
9 Last Supper guest
10 ___ Diego Chargers
11 Greek island
12 “... so long ___ both shall live”
13 Unrivaled
14 Some head coverings
15 Big name in gas
16 Casting assignments
17 Gives a heady reply?
19 Capistrano returnee
23 Suffix with psych- or neur-
25 Fields of endeavor
28 Oklahoma city or writer Bagnold
31 The majority of Jutlanders
33 Long-handled spoon
35 Goat with backward-curved horns
36 Leaf-gathering tools
37 First 10-digit number
38 Ammo storage place
40 Petty officer
43 Eyelid inflammations
44 Criterion
45 True love
46 Gulf port
47 U.S. president who was not elected
49 Lines of cliffs
51 Do roadie work
53 Solution created by dissolving
55 Sprinkler output
56 1/60 of a trillionth of a min.
57 Abounding in trees
59 Knightly address
61 Far from scarce
63 Ham on ___
65 Avoids, in a way
67 ___ in the bud
69 Castle protector
70 Up to snuff
71 Tigger’s friend

ROSEMARIE BARCKHOFF,  
of Alexandria, February 29, 2016
DANIEL E. DOREY (60),  
of Alexandria, February 24, 2016
JUNE O. ELDER (89), formerly of 
Alexandria, February 20, 2016
GERALD E. KEIGHTLEY,  
of Alexandria, February 22, 2016
ROSE MENEFEE (92),  
of Alexandria, February 27, 2016
CHARLES M. MURRAY,  
of Alexandria, February 29, 2016
MIRIAM J. SPITTLER,  
of Alexandria, February 26, 2016
MARTHA A. TURNER (85),  
of Alexandria, February 24, 2016
CHARLES O. ZUVER SR. (83), 
formerly of Alexandria, February 
14, 2016

Obituaries
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Classifieds

 
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been received for administrative 
review and approval.For information about this application or 
to comment, visit the City’s website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning or call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2016-0015 
2003 A Mount Vernon Avenue – Proposed Business: Dolce & Bean, LLC 
Request for a new administrative Special Use Permit to operate 
a restaurant with outdoor dining; zoned CL/ Commercial Low. 
APPLICANT: Hewan Seifu 
PLANNER: Sara Brandt-Vorel – sara.brandtvorel@Alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the zoning ordinance, the 
above listed request may be approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or email the planner listed no later 
than March 24 , 2016.

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY, March 16, 2016 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2016-0040
Request for alterations at 700 S Washington St.
APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless

CASE BAR2016-0042
Request for alterations at 106 S Union St.
APPLICANT: Virtue Feed & Grain 

A work session to discuss the proposed Potomac Yard Metro project.

Information about the above item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, City Hall,301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alex-andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666. 

ABC NOTICES LEGAL NOTICE

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS February 28, 2016

ANNOUNCEMENTS
International Cultural Exchange Representative: Earn supplemental 
income placing and supervising high school exchange students. Volunteer 
host families also needed. Promote world peace! www.afice.org/reps

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUE MARKET MAR 5-6. EXPANDED! 2 BLDGS! 
Over 700 Booths! Metro DC’s Largest! Dulles Expo-Chantilly, VA. 
4320 Chantilly Shop Ctr, 20151. Adm $10  Sat 9-6  Sun 11-5 www.
thebigfleamarket.com

AUCTIONS 
“Auction” Liquidation of all Farm Equipment Saturday March 12 
@ 10:00 A.M. Gray Auctions Yard 14089 Robinson Rd, Stony Creek, VA 
23882 www.graycoservices.com Call Joe 804-943-3506 VAAL#1104

AUCTION: BID ON-SITE &ONLINE! CONSTRUCTION, EXCAVATING & 
UTILITES CONTRACTOR. Excavators, Loader, Dozers, Road Tractors, 
Dumps &More!
3/8 @ 9 AM, Charlottesville, VA www.motleys.com (Partnered w/CRG) 
804-232-3300x4  VAAL#16

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical 
Office Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement 
available at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

HELP WANTED 
The Virginia Press Association seeks a dynamic leader to chart 
our course for the future. Anticipating the retirement of our long-time 
executive director, we’re searching for a trailblazer to build on past 
success, while addressing the challenges facing our members in the 
21st century. The next executive director will help define and implement 
VPA’s mission in a changing business environment. The candidate will 
work with the board, full-time staff, members, and others to create new 
opportunities for growth. This position will require detailed business 
planning skills, goal-setting, establishing measurable objectives, 
accurate cost estimates, and task deadlines.

Duties include: member relations, engagement and development; 
government relations and lobbying; sales, marketing and fundraising; 
community and industry relations; public speaking; programming and 
event planning; staff, P&L and administrative management. Meaningful 
experience in each is a job requirement, as are strong communication 
skills, superior organizational ability, and professional polish. We will show 
preference to candidates with a background in journalism and media 
issues, association management, or government relations.
If interested, please send cover letter, resume and salary history 
and expectations to Marisa Porto, president, VPA Board of Directors, 
at mporto@dailypress.com.
Applications must be received by Tuesday, March 15.

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; 
LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400
67 Driver Trainees needed! No CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be Job 
ready in as little as 20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131

Harris Trucking Co - Weekly Quality Home Time, Assigned Equipment, 
Regional Runs, Paid Weekly & Paid Orientation. Up to .45 + Per Diem. 
Call 1-800-929-5003; Apply www.harristrucking.com

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls 
* Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * 
Health & Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS CLEARANCE, save THOUSANDS, LOW monthly 
payments, MAKE OFFER on Clearance orders 40x60, 30x36, 25x30, 
20x22, 16x20 CALL NOW 757-301-8885 Penelope 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start 
here with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-204-4130.

LEGAL NOTICE
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Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

2905 Old Dominion Blvd
4 bedrooms/2 baths

$829,000

3420 Old Dominion Blvd
3 bedrooms/2.5 baths

$699,000

It’s Spring! 
If you’re thinking of buying or selling a home, there’s no better time than now. 

Make the smart choice, pick the LizLuke Team as your partner.  
Our experience and resources will help you make the most of this opportunity. 

From prep work to final closing signatures, we’re with you every step of the way.

“The sale of our property in Alexandria went by so fast and so efficiently  
that our heads are still spinning.” – Ron and Teresa, February, 2016

 
In spring real estate, time is money. 

The LizLuke Team will make sure you don’t waste either.

We’ll get you home!


