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Planning commission approves 
redevelopment despite traffic, 
public engagement concerns
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The city planning commis-
sion recommended approving 
redevelopment of the site of 
the former Giant grocery store 
in North Old Town last week, 
but there was significant debate 
over the project’s impact on 
traffic and the amount of pub-
lic input, among other matters. 
City council will decide wheth-
er to give the proposal the green 
light Saturday.
 Property owner Edens re-
quested the redevelopment of 
two parcels of land comprising 
an entire city block. The site is 
bounded by First Street to the 

north, North Pitt Street to the 
east, Montgomery Street to the 
south and North Saint Asaph 
Street to the west.
 In place of the former gro-
cery store, which closed last 
year, and a still-open Virginia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
store and offices, the project 
would build 232 multi-family 
residential units, 51,000 square 
feet of commercial space on the 
ground floor and 481 under-
ground parking spaces. Nine of 
the residential units would be 
designated as affordable.
 Under the plan, the maxi-
mum building height at the 
property would increase from 
50 to 77 feet, with the heights of 
buildings set to vary between 

27 and 77 feet. The property 
also would be rezoned from 
its current commercial general 
zone to a coordinated develop-
ment district zone.

 A report by city staff noted 
that the site has been under 
discussion for redevelopment 
since 1992, when the North 
Old Town small area plan was 

last updated. The plan is in the 
midst of another revamp, which 
began in September 2015, with 

Hammond Middle School 
to roll out universal free 
breakfast program in April
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Of the 1,444 students at 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School, principal Pierrette Hall 
said around 1,000 are eligible 
for free breakfast at school but 
only about 300 take advantage 
each morning.
 With that in mind, the school 
will roll out a universal pro-
gram called Breakfast in the 
Classroom beginning April 4, 
meaning all students can have 
an early-morning meal at their 
desks regardless of eligibility.
 The program, one of several 

pioneered by the No Kid Hun-
gry campaign, has been in place 
at William Ramsay Elementary 
School for five years, and Alex-
andria City Public Schools offi-
cials said they plan to roll it out 
across the system.
 Virginia first lady Dorothy 
McAuliffe, a No Kid Hun-
gry supporter, was at Ram-
say Monday morning to help 
launch National School Break-
fast Week to raise awareness of 
the need for students to start the 
day with a good breakfast. The 
visit also coincided with hun-
ger-fighting initiative Virginia 
Hunger Solutions releasing its 
first annual report on the im-

portance of school breakfasts.
 Hall said there currently are 
a variety of reasons why only 
a small number of students 
take advantage of Hammond’s 
breakfast offerings.
 “If all of their friends are go-
ing in one location and if that 
location is not breakfast, then 
they go where their friends are,” 
she said. “Sometimes they’re 
rushing and may just not want 
to eat breakfast; they get to 
school just in time for class and 
so sometimes those can impede 
a child’s ability to want to go to 
breakfast. Although breakfast is 
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A Giant leap for North Old Town

Va. first lady advocates for 
free student breakfasts

ALEXANDRIA GOES GREEN FOR ST. PATRICK’S PARADE - PAGE 25
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A proposal to redevelop the Giant site in North Old Town was recommended for approval March 1 by the 
planning commission. The proposal would put residential units and retail space in the space formerly oc-
cupied by the grocery store, which closed in 2015.

Virginia first lady Dorothy McAuliffe meets with students at William 
Ramsay Elementary School as they enjoy a breakfast through the 
Breakfast in the Classroom program. 

Ramsay Elementary School principal Michael Routhouska (right) 
meets with Dorothy McAuliffe in the cafeteria as part of the first lady’s 
campaign to raise awareness of the importance of breakfast at school.
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Ask Us how we can help you save
up to $10,000 in closing costs*

LuckYou don’t need 
when you have us 

HISTORIC  OPPORTUNITY Grab a chance to own the large garden, 
great patio, and parking privileges that accompany this sun-splashed 
house with its southwest exposure! Contemporary artwork decorates this 
historic home of a bygone era. Close to Metro, shopping, and restaurants.

ONE LEVEL LIVING Lucky for you this rarely available floor plan 
offers 3000 + square feet of living on one expansive level with another 
2200 square feet below waiting for your customization. Gorgeous 
gardens and yard.

RECENTLY UPDATED Davenport Model with soaring ceilings 
and open floor plan. Gourmet kitchen; 2015 refinished hardwood 
floors; private owner’s suite with sitting area and fireplace; Finished 
Walk-up Lower Level; 2 car garage.

•4/5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
•Double Lot
•Updated Systems
•Off-Street Parking

•3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
•3000+ Sq Ft
•Gourmet Kitchen
•Trex Deck

•5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths
•2015 Updated Kitchen
•2015 Carpet/Interior Paint
•2 Fireplaces

WOODBRIDGE $639,900 POWELLS LANDING

OWN FOR LESS THAN RENT! Why rent when you can buy for 
less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan Airport, 10 
Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants in downtown 
Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

LIGHT AND BRIGHT Meticulously maintained rambler in 
convenient Parklawn community, offers the ease of one level living. 
Renovated and ready for new owners, this is a great value! Near the 
community pool, park, Holmes Run trail, and local middle school.

LUXURY RENTAL Oversized condo in sought after waterfront 
community. Gorgeous floors, renovated kitchen, marble entry foyer, 
washing machine and dryer in unit, parking, and spectacular building 
amenities!

RENOVATED AND READY Fall in love with this renovated 
Belvedere Rambler with family room, dining room and master 
bedroom addition. A few short blocks to Metro bus, Belvedere 
Elementary, and Harris Teeter.

•1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
•4th Floor Condo
•Open Floor Plan
•Parking

•3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath
•Carport
•Gorgeous Landscaped Yard
•Fireplace

•2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
•Parquet Floors
•Updated Kitchen
•Limo Service

•4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
•.30 Acre Fenced Lot
•Bay Window 
•Renovated kitchen and baths

FALLS CHURCH      $449,000 BELVEDERE

•3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
•Granite and Stainless
•Hardwoods
•Great Open Floorplan

BRIGHT AND UPDATED 
BRICK TOWNHOUSE 
Amazing 3-level, brick town 
house in sought after Cameron 
Station is bright, open, up-
dated and perfectly move-
in ready. Deck, patio, and 
garage. Super location! Great 
neighborhood amenities and 
shuttle to metro. 

•2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
•Fireplace
•Hardwood Floors
•Private Entrance

OWN A CORNER OF DC 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHINGTON, DC     $479,900 LOGAN CIRCLE

   ALEXANDRIA       $2500   PORTO VECCHIO

ALEXANDRIA $1,297,500 OLD TOWN ALDIE         $684,990 LENAH RUN HAMLET

ARLINGTON $128,500 COLUMBIA KNOLLSALEXANDRIA $429,900 PARKLAWN

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 
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the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s clients for using Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates. Terms and conditions apply and 
are subject to change without notice

*Savings are based on

©2016
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
United Way National Capital Region presents donations to local charities

 Fundraising organization 
United Way of the National 
Capital Area presented nine 
city nonprofit organizations 
with $100,000 in a commu-
nity impact grant at city coun-
cil’s legislative meeting Tues-
day night.
 The money will be divided 
between ALIVE! of Alexandria, 
Bethany House of Northern 
Virginia, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Greater Washington, 
Carpenter’s Shelter, Ethio-
pian Community and Devel-
opment Council, Family Mat-
ters of Greater Washington, 
New Hope Housing, Offender 
Aid and Restoration of Ar-
lington and Senior Services 
of Alexandria.

 Timothy Johnson, United 
Way NCA’s vice president of 
community impact, and Rosie 
Allen-Herring, the organiza-
tion’s president and CEO, made 
the presentation joined by mem-
bers of the organization’s board 
and regional council as well as 
representatives from the various 
nonprofits.
 United Way NCA’s commu-
nity impact grants to member 
nonprofits are awarded thanks 
to the support of employees 
participating in 700 workplace 
giving campaigns at more than 
3,000 locations throughout the 
region. United Way NCA works 
in the region to help solve its 
most pressing challenges.

- Chris Teale

NEW ARTISTIC OFFICE DECORATIONS Mayor Allison Silberberg (center) is joined by Torpedo 
Factory Art Center CEO Eric Wallner (right) and artist Tory Cowles in her office in City Hall Monday morning 
to install art from several artists at the Torpedo Factory. The trio are pictured next to Cowles’ work, which 
will hang alongside other pieces by Ann Patterson and Matthew Johnston in Silberberg’s office. “When art 
touches people’s lives, their lives change and the world changes,” Silberberg said, noting her commitment 
to showcase work by local artists at City Hall and beyond.

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Mayor Allison Silberberg holds a check for $100,000 presented by United Way of the National Capital 
Area to nine local nonprofits alongside the organization’s vice president of community impact Timothy 
Johnson, president and CEO Rosie Allen-Herring and chairwoman of its Alexandria Regional Council Flor-
ence King. They are joined by representatives from the nine local charities.

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

COURTESY PHOTO

YOUNG SCRIBES More than 60 patrons attended a book 
signing and reception for the book, “Survival Secrets of Middle 
School” at the Alexandria Black History Museum last month. 
The teen authors are members of the Alexandria: Mount 
Vernon chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. A number of the 
students attend Alexandria City Public Schools. Sales of the 
book at the event raised more than $600 for the Jack and Jill of 
America Foundation. The Foundation supports programs that 
not only create opportunities and challenges for children to 
learn and practice leadership skills, but also to build leadership 
character in youth. See Schools, page 16.
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CRIME

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between March 2 and March 9.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

5 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 1 BURGLARY

17 THEFTS 16 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

24ASSAULTS

4 SEXUAL 
OFFENSES9 VEHICLE

THEFTS 1ROBBERY

 

 

Top off the day and 
light up your night    
with  a new Lamp! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman 
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HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardremodeling.com

Pedestrian struck by vehicle on Taney Avenue

Teenager recovering after go-cart crash in 
Seminary Hill

Local resident sentenced to five years in prison 
for receipt of child pornography

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating an inci-
dent of a pedestrian being struck 
by a vehicle on Taney Avenue 
Sunday afternoon.
 Officers responded to the 

5300 block of Taney Ave. on the 
West End after reports of the 
collision. The victim was trans-
ported to the hospital with seri-
ous injuries. Department spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said the 

driver stayed at the scene.
 Nosal had no further details on 
the incident, but said the victim’s 
injuries have since been down-
graded to non-life threatening.

- Chris Teale

 A 17-year-old is recovering 
in a local hospital after crash-
ing his homemade go-cart on 
Saylor Place Tuesday night.
 The teenager was driving 
the go-cart on the 3400 block 
of Saylor Place in the Semi-

nary Hill neighborhood before 
wrecking it and being rushed 
to the hospital with what po-
lices said were serious injuries.
 Alexandria Police Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal had no further details on 

the nature of the crash, except 
that it was a single vehicle ac-
cident. Nosal added that the 
injuries have since been down-
graded to non-life threatening.

- Chris Teale

 An Alexandria man was 
sentenced March 2 to five 
years in prison followed by 
five years of probation for re-
ceiving child pornography.
 Richard Robinson, 58, also 
was ordered to register as a sex 
offender upon his release from 
prison.
 Robinson pleaded guilty on 
December 7, 2015. According 
to court documents, from Octo-

ber 2010 to May 2015, Robinson 
used a peer-to-peer file sharing 
program to receive and collect 
videos and images of child por-
nography, including videos of 
children as young as 5 years old 
being sexually abused.
 In total, Robinson’s child 
pornography collection includ-
ed 326 images and 202 videos 
of children being sexually ex-
ploited, including images and 

videos depicting sadistic or 
masochistic conduct.
 This case was investigated 
by the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations unit 
with assistance from the North-
ern Virginia Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Kellen 
Dwyer prosecuted the case.

- Chris Teale
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City council and ARHA move towards greater cooperation

Joint work plan for the Ramsey 
Homes redevelopment looks 
to bring sides together
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 After some testy meetings 
and hearings in recent weeks, 
the mood was lighter Tuesday 
at City Hall as city councilors 
and Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority board 
members moved towards better 
cooperation on redeveloping 
the Ramsey Homes.
 In a joint work session, 
ARHA CEO Roy Priest, board 
chair Merrick Malone and 
board members Daniel Bau-
man, Carter Flemming and 
Salena Zellers joined all seven 
city councilors to discuss a 
joint work plan to direct the 
redevelopment proposal for 
the site. The ARHA board ad-
opted a resolution approving 
the plan after the meeting.
 The 15-unit Ramsey 
Homes development at 699 N. 
Patrick St. has been a major  
source of contention as ARHA 
looks to redevelop the site and 
add more affordable units. Its 
permit to demolish the current 
property was rejected by the 
Parker-Gray Board of Archi-
tectural Review in April but 
then overturned by council in 
September.
 ARHA presented a plan 
that would amend the Brad-
dock East Master Plan, re-
zone the property from a 
townhouse zone to a mixed 
use zone and build 53 multi-
family units in two buildings. 
Last month, the planning 

commission rejected the plan 
and council failed to approve 
the rezoning and master plan 
amendment following a pro-
test petition from neighbors 
requiring a supermajority for 
approval. Council rescinded 
its decision days later.
 Public hearings on the 
topic have been acrimonious, 
as some councilors criticized 
a lack of communication be-
tween city and ARHA staff 
and ARHA’s decision to 
abandon analysis on options 
that would have saved at least 
one of the buildings for his-
toric preservation purposes. 
The homes were built during 
World War II to house black 
defense workers.
 The work plan puts in place 
a general agreement between 
the two sides if council ap-
proves the master plan amend-
ment and rezoning at its Sat-
urday public hearing, when it 
will be discussed again. And 
while the mood of the work 
session was generally positive, 
City Councilor Paul Smedberg 
bemoaned the state of affairs 
that led to the joint document.
 “We shouldn’t need an 
agreement to be communicat-
ing between the two staffs,” he 
said. “That’s what’s so utterly 
frustrating about this.”
 With that in mind, the work 
plan outlines an agreement of 
how to move forward on the 
Ramsey Homes redevelop-
ment, including an expectation 
that ARHA staff will do fur-
ther analysis on the financial 

feasibility of an alternative 
plan that would save at least 
one building. Priest empha-
sized that any redevelopment 
must be competitive for low 
income tax credits from the 
Virginia Housing Authority.
 City Councilor John Chap-
man said ARHA board mem-
bers and council must work 
together more closely during 
the intervening months, as that 
will foster better relations be-
tween staff too.
 “I hope and think that 
will enable us to have better 
staff-to-staff communication 

as we’ll have better relations 
starting at the top,” he said.
 The timeline of analysis 
and approval for any redevel-
opment of the Ramsey Homes 
site would be extended notice-
ably under the new plan, with 
final discussion of a develop-
ment special use permit not ex-
pected until after city council’s 
summer recess. ARHA and 
council will come together in 
June for an update on the prog-
ress of analysis, with monthly 
meetings of the ARHA work 
group to continue as well.
 Mayor Allison Silberberg 

joined Smedberg in raising 
concerns about the precedent 
a decision to allow a master 
plan amendment and rezoning 
without a site plan might set, as 
it could encourage other devel-
opers to look for the same. City 
Councilor Del Pepper warned 
commercial developers not to 
expect similar treatment.
 “This really has to be an 
exception of an exception,” she 
said. “…We want the word to go 
out that…this is a very extraor-
dinary, not a never ever, but an 

609 King Street
Old Town Alexandria                                          

703-549-0011

KingsJewelry.NET
Open Mon-Sat 10a-6p
Closed Sundays

Storewide
20% - 40% Off 

Fine Jewelry,
Watches & Giftware*

*Discount does not apply to 
Rolex and Shinola watches.

Now thru March 31, 2016

61st Spring Anniversary Sale
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The redevelopment of the Ramsey Homes has been a difficult process for ARHA and city council, but the two sides agreed on a joint work plan for the site after a work session 
at City Hall on Tuesday night. Under the plan, ARHA will continue to analyze different alternatives for the Ramsey Homes site through the summer before council makes a final 
decision after it returns from recess.
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• First LEED Building in Old Town

• Chic Victorian Warehouse Loft Style Condos

• Spacious 1295 sq. ft. with Bright Open Floor Plan

• Bamboo Cabs, Soapstone Counters, Jenn-Air &  
 GE Monogram Apps.

• Gas Fireplace, Limestone Floors, Exposed Brick  
 Columns & Duct Work

• Large Windows, Recessed Lighting,  
 Glass Tile Bathrooms

• Blocks to Metro & King Street  
 Boutiques & Restaurants

Offered at $549,900

Offered by Martine & alexander irMer 703.346.7283
Martine@lnf.cOM

703.403.2465
ai@lnf.cOM

400 KING ST.  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
703-683-0400

1210 Queen St #2, Alex AndriA, VA 22314

Bradlee Barber ShopBradlee Barber ShopBradlee Barber Shop
Reopened—Same Experienced Barbers!

Come See Us! 
Reasonably Priced 
Haircuts 
7 days a week
3638 King St 
(703) 998-9830

offered whenever they want it, 
they’re not going to make the 
extra effort to go get it.”
 Hall said the new initiative 
should foster a greater com-
munity spirit within class-
rooms since now all students 
will receive free breakfast 
and eat it together. She also 
pointed to the introduction 
of breakfast ambassadors — 
three volunteer students per 
class who will help transport 
meals to classrooms and en-
courage their peers to eat the 
morning meal — as a way of 
bringing them together.

 The program will be fund-
ed entirely by a grant totaling 
$158,000 from Partners for 
Breakfast in the Classroom, 
which includes more than 
$9,000 from Mid-Atlantic 
Dairy Partners for coolers 
that keep food and milk fresh. 
Other partners that helped 
fund the PBIC grant include 
the Walmart Foundation and 
the School Nutrition Founda-
tion, among others.
 ACPS grants officer Greg 
Tardieu said that PBIC and 
No Kid Hungry look to bring 
breakfast programs to schools 
where 75 to 80 percent or 
more of students are on free 

or reduced lunches but have 
less than 60 percent participa-
tion within that figure. Tar-
dieu also said it presents other 
challenges for schools as they 
look to implement a program.
 “The logistics of this are, 
if I’m going to go from 300 
breakfasts in the morning to 
1,300 breakfasts, that’s 1,000 
kids getting fed that aren’t 
being fed right now,” he said. 
“Logistically, we need more 
cooler space, freezer space, 
we need coolers to hold the 
milk, and we need support 
staff. There’s a whole load of 
things that go into that. It’s 
easier said than done.”
 There are three models for 
free breakfast programs being 
rolled out across Virginia as 
well as nationally. Eddie Oli-
ver, who serves as program 
manager for No Kid Hun-
gry within the office of Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe (D), said in 
addition to Breakfast in the 
Classroom, there are pro-
grams called Grab and Go and 

Second Chance Breakfast.
 The former is a program 
where students have the 
chance to pick up their break-
fasts from the cafeteria and 
then take it with them, while 
the latter gives students the 
chance to pick up breakfast 
from a kiosk or the cafeteria 
between the first and second 
period. Oliver said the free 
breakfast models take root 
through successful pilot pro-
grams that can be replicated 
elsewhere.
 “Part of what we do on the 
No Kid Hungry team is take 
the success stories from oth-
er divisions and share those 
across the state,” he said. “We 
would like to see every school 
in Virginia doing an alterna-
tive breakfast model, and so 
we work within divisions to 
get pilot models set up. But 
then we’ll take those success 
stories and share them with 
others, who maybe don’t have 
an example to work with.”
 With that in mind, a crew 

is filming a documentary 
about the rollout at Hammond 
and its impact on individual 
students. Ramsay principal 
Michael Routhouska said the 
program has helped remove 
the stigma associated with 
receiving free breakfast at 
school, and it has helped deal 
with issues like discipline that 
can stem from student hunger.
 “That stigma was a big 
piece of it as well, especially 
with the older kids,” he said. 
“Now that it’s for everybody 
and it doesn’t matter whether 
you’re eligible or not, it just 
totally gets rid of that. Our 
community, they’re working 
two to three jobs to support 
their families, and so the time 
in the morning to get up and 
feed their kids, it’s a lot of 
time for them. 
 “When they know that they 
can just get their kid up, throw 
the school uniform on them 
and send them on the bus and 
then they’ll eat when they get 
here, it’s a really great thing.”
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its new iteration slated for adop-
tion in January 2017.
 The ongoing planning pro-
cess, which has seen a number 
of community charrette-format 
meetings to encourage citizen 
feedback, gave some commis-
sioners and residents unease as 
it relates to the current project. 
Several felt there had been too 
little community engagement 
on the Giant property, and 
that a desire to push it through 
quickly was too strong.
 “This project has come to us, 
almost like every other project, 
as a fait accompli,” said Dan-
iel Straub, co-chairman of the 
area’s urban design advisory 
committee. “The reason there 
is so much concern is that all 
the building height, the build-
ing mass, etc. was established 
before it even came to us.”
 Straub said the urban design 
advisory committee had not for-
mally endorsed the project at its 
meetings, something that troubled 
commissioner Stewart Dunn.
 “We have a situation where 
the tail is wagging the dog,” he 
said. “What we do here tonight, 
if we rush into this, is we are 
setting a whole pattern for the 
small area plan.”
 Nathan Randall, an urban 
planner in the city’s depart-
ment of planning and zoning, 
said redeveloping the site with 
the current plan is an impor-
tant opportunity, and one that 

does not need to wait for the 
adoption of the small area plan 
update. Other commissioners 
said there had been plenty of 
opportunities for community 
engagement on the project.
 “This project has gone 
through all the steps that projects 
do,” said chairwoman Mary Ly-
man. “There’s been ample op-
portunity for people to partici-
pate and be heard. People were 
well heard tonight. We can prom-
ise we will listen, we can’t prom-
ise that we will see, in the end, 
things the way you see them.”
 Also coming under scrutiny 
were city staff’s pronouncements 
 that the impact on traffic in the 
area would be negligible. Carrie 
Sanders, acting deputy director 
of the city’s department of trans-
portation and environmental 
services, said at the 15 intersec-
tions analyzed with or without 
the development, traffic volume 
would stay at virtually the same 
levels. She added that signal im-
provements at North Washing-
ton and First streets would help 
alleviate congestion.
 “Certainly with new devel-
opment we’re always going to 
see increases in trips,” Sanders 
said. “I wouldn’t tell you there 
wouldn’t be more trips. What I 
would tell you is that the trips 
are going to happen regardless 
of this particular development.”
 But a letter sent by Darrell 
Drury, president of the organi-
zation Volunteers in Service to 
the Improvement of Old Town 

North, dated March 1 and pro-
vided to the Times, said the 
development would “seriously 
aggravate” unsafe driving con-
ditions in that area. 
 Drury’s letter went on to say 
the methodology and software 
used by traffic consultants 
Wells and Associates is outdat-
ed. The firm used the “High-
way Capacity Manual: 2000,” 
published in the year 2000, but 
Drury’s letter says that the 2010 
version should be used, since it 
takes into account the use of al-
ternative transportation options 
and updates the methods used 
to determine the queue rates at 
intersections like North Wash-
ington and First streets.
 At the hearing, Sanders 
said the methodology used is 
consistent with the city’s stan-
dards for a traffic study, and 
that neither the city nor the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation permits the meth-
odology referenced by Drury, 
something Drury disputes.
 The proposal was recom-
mended for approval with six 
“yes” votes — Dunn abstained 
— and supporters of the project 
expressed excitement at what 
could come at the site.
 “This will no longer be a 
dead zone on the evenings and 
the weekends,” said Tom Soapes, 
president of the North Old Town 
Independent Citizens’ Civic As-
sociation. Council will hold its 
own public hearing on the mea-
sure Saturday.

A CALL TO ACTION FOR ELDERS

OUR PARENTS IN CRISIS: Confronting Medical Errors, 
Ageist Doctors, and Other Healthcare Failings

Ann Sjoerdsma’s

For sale at amazon.com, 
improbablebooks.com, & 
barnesandnoble.com. For  
info, please contact carla@

improbablebooks.com.

N E W  B O O K  I S 
A N  E Y E - O P E N I N G 
P A G E  T U R N E R !

Improbable Books 
$27.95 hardcover; $8.99 e-book
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~ Best in Show ~
Mixed ancestry pets tend to be more healthy 

than pure-breeds, so here is your chance 
for one very happy, healthy boy!

Deacon, at 14 months, is full of energy and joy. 
He loves to take very long walks, chase a stick,  

and rumble with other pups his size. 
He has lots of love to give.

FOR MORE INFO ON OUR ADOPTABLE PETS, 
PLEASE CALL 703-746-4664 AND VISIT 

www.alexandriaanimals.org.
THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You
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IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The proposal for the former Giant site includes 232 multi-family residential units, 51,000 square feet of 
commercial space on the ground floor and 481 underground parking spaces. Nine of the residential units 
would be designated as affordable.

GIANT              FROM | 1
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 Bangkok is exotic and full 
of delightful discoveries, from 
historic sites to fine cuisine. 
It is little wonder this city was 
Travel and Leisure magazine’s 
No. 1 city to visit a few years 
ago and is always on the Trip 
Advisor’s list of the “Top 20 
Places to Visit.”
 But since the time, distance 
and cost to visit Thailand are 
long and high, Alexandria can 
count itself fortunate to have 
one of the best Thai restau-
rants in the D.C. area right here 
in town: Royal Thai and Sushi 
Restaurant.
 Owner Kem McCombie hails 
from Thailand and takes great 
pride in sharing the authentic 
f lavors and recipes of her native 
land. For McCombie, freshness, 
strict adherence to Thai recipes 
and the perfect balance of spic-
es and spiciness are important.
 “Otherwise, the most deli-
cious combinations of f lavors 
that make Thai cuisine so good, 
can be lost in overpowering 
spices,” she said.
 The spices work well 
throughout the menu, and the 
wait staff does an excellent 
job advising patrons about the 
spiciness of various items. Meat 
lovers, fish aficionados and 
vegetarians all are well repre-
sented on the restaurant’s menu. 
Many meat and seafood dishes 
also can be made with tofu.
 Many diners love the Drunk-

ard’s Noodles or the Pad Thai, 
both of which are available with 
a variety of proteins. The Bang-
kok sizzling steak and Tama-
rind crispy duck are wonder-
fully f lavorful as well.
 Consider beginning your 
meal with one of Royal Thai’s 
appetizers, such as the chicken 
satay, gyoza, fried calamari or 
crispy veggie rolls. The fried 
calamari is deliciously light 
and comes with sweet and sour 
sauce on the side.
 Save room for dessert too. 
Be sure to sample the seasonal 
mango and sticky rice, or try 
the Thai pumpkin custard, fried 
ice cream or pineapple royale, a 
fried pineapple with ice cream 
and housemade caramel-coco-

nut sauce that is so good guests 
will want a second helping.
 Don’t miss the fresh sushi at 
Royal Thai. Some favorites in-
clude the dragon roll, the ceviche 
roll, cucumber roll, the dynamite 
roll and Eddy’s citron roll.
 Keep Bangkok on the bucket 
list, but in the meantime, expe-
rience the best of genuine Thai 
cuisine in an authentic setting at 
Royal Thai and Sushi Restaurant.

Royal Thai and Sushi Restau-
rant is located at 801 N. Fair-

fax St. Call 703-535-6622 or go 
to www.royalrhaisushi.com to 
order online. Open 11:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. Monday to Satur-

day, 5 to 9 p.m. Sundays.

Contact Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 

 or sales@alextimes.com 

Start your weekend  
off right. 

Friday Happy Hour now ‘til 9.  

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA (703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE 
of Alexandrians for many years!

ROYAL
THAI

ROYAL
THAI

801 N. Fairfax St. • 703.535.6622 
1-3 blocks from Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,

Sheraton, Best Western  •  8 blocks from King St
www.RoyalThaiSushi.com

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

Join us for French Movie Nights 
(every Thurs 7pm)

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

Fine Tex-Mex & Salvadorean Food
In the Heart of Del Ray!

Delicious Menu + Generous Portions 
+ Attentive service

+ Voted best kid-friendly restaurant.
2615 Mount Vernon Avenue

(703) 299-9290 | www.lostiosgrill.com

Bistrot Royal

reservations 703.519.9110  menu www.bistrotroyal.com

A new Parisian bistro  
serving classic French fare 

Created by Chefs Christophe and  
Michelle Poteaux of Bastille

~ Located in Bastille’s former home ~
1201 N. ROYAL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

now at :  606 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.519.3776

Open Easter Sunday
Join us for brunch

10am-3pm

A special advertising feature of the Alexandria  Times

Let’s Eat

Royal Thai brings the best 
of Bangkok to Alexandria

See how advertising in

Let’s Eat
can help your business!

We love the response from 
patrons who read our review 

in the Alexandria Times!
- Melanie Jones, District Manager,

Indigo Landing Restaurant
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lead and these items often are 
imported into the U.S.
 In America, children typi-
cally ingest or inhale lead if 
they come into contact with 
it. Houses built before 1970 
are more likely to contain 
lead-based paint, and chil-
dren that live in these houses 
or apartment buildings are 
considered to be at higher 
risk to being exposed through 
paint chips or dust from lead-
painted surfaces.
 Children younger than 6 
years old are particularly sus-
ceptible to the detrimental ef-
fects of lead. Their developing 
nervous system, combined 
with the greater likelihood of 
having an iron deficiency al-
lows lead to be absorbed at a 
greater rate than with adults.
 The symptoms that may be 
present depend on the level of 

toxicity. The lowest exposure 
to lead can cause children 
to have decreased learn-
ing and memory, decreased 
verbal ability, early signs of 
ADHD, lowered IQ and im-
paired speech and hearing 
functions. These symptoms 
are very nonspecific and can 
be a sign of multiple other 
conditions. Therefore, chil-
dren who have been exposed 
at these levels often go un-
diagnosed because physical 
symptoms may go unnoticed.
 Higher levels of lead ex-
posure can cause body aches, 
fatigue, irritability or occa-
sional abdominal discomfort. 
Very high levels of lead can 
cause paralysis, seizures, 
altered mental status, coma 
and even death. 
 Since lead poisoning 
symptoms are so difficult to 

pinpoint, the CDC has come 
up with specific guidelines 
for evaluation. First and fore-
most, a very detailed history 
should be obtained from the 
child and family. The history 
should include important in-
formation such as the onset 
and severity of symptoms, nu-
tritional history, family histo-
ry of lead poisoning, a history 

Dr. Vivek Sinha

BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

 The water crisis in Flint, 
Mich., has once again brought 
the topic of lead exposure and 
its adverse effects on chil-
dren’s health to the forefront 
of mainstream media. What’s 
happening in Michigan is a 
scary reminder of how danger-
ous lead can be to a growing 
child’s mind and body.
 The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention ad-
vise physicians to screen all 
children for elevated lead 
levels at 12 months and 24 
months as well as for children 
aged 36 months to 72 months 
who have not been previous-
ly screened. What does this 
screening entail and what do 
we do if lead levels are abnor-
mal? To understand why we 
check lead levels the way we 
do, one must first understand 

what lead does to our bodies.
 Lead is a metal that has 
been used for hundreds — if 
not thousands — of years. It 
has been used in construction, 
manufacturing and infrastruc-
ture support all across the U.S. 
Despite the fact that lead was 
known to pose a significant 
risk to our health, it was in-
cluded as an ingredient of gaso-
line in the 1920s and was used 
in paint until 1970. After lead 
was removed from gasoline 
and paint, the average amount 
in children’s blood levels in this 
country dropped drastically.
 But since elemental lead 
cannot be degraded, residues 
of the metal remain in the en-
vironment. Lead also can still 
be found in use in certain parts 
of the world; gasoline, paint, 
crayons, cosmetics and toys all 
have the potential to contain 

Lead and its insidious effects

SEE LEAD | 10

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR SPINK USA SPECIALISTS WILL BE IN YOUR AREA SOON

We recommend that you schedule an appointment for the above venue with Charles Blane at 646-509-1355 or email him at cblane@spink.com  

If you are unable to attend on either of these dates or at this location but would like advice on selling your items, we will be in the general area around the venue 
dates and could arrange a home visit or suitable venue to meet - please call Charles Blane at 646-509-1355 or e-mail him at cblane@spink.com for an appointment or 

any other information on future visits. 

We welcome the opportunity of meeting clients old and new.

LONDON | NEW YORK | HONG KONG | SINGAPORE | LUGANO

We invite you to bring your Coins, Banknotes, Military Medals, Collectible Stocks and Bonds, Gold and Silver Bullion, Jewelry, Autographs, Maps and Ephemera 
for immediate sale or inclusion in one of our 2016 auctions. We will be available to see clients at the following venue:

Friday, March 11 & Saturday, March 12
10AM – 4PM

Hotel Monaco Alexandria
The Sydney Room

480 King St
AlAlexandria, VA 22314

STAMPS | COINS | BANKNOTES | MEDALS | BONDS & SHARES | AUTOGRAPHS | BOOKS | WINE

LEADING GLOBAL AUCTION SPECIALISTS

WWW.SPINK.COM

LONG LIVE YOU
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of eating nonfood substances, 
birthplace and foreign resi-
dence, and an assessment of 
potential sources of lead ex-
posure.
 After the history, a com-
plete physical exam should be 
performed. Lastly, a labora-

tory evaluation should be per-
formed. Blood counts, iron 
levels, electrolyte levels and 
blood lead levels should be 
assessed. If the blood level 
of lead is high, a repeat test 
should be taken to confirm 
the diagnosis. 
 Occasionally, X-ray imag-
es also can be taken to evalu-

ate lead deposits in bones, but 
this only shows up in children 
with moderate levels of lead 
exposure and results may re-
turn as normal in children 
with lower levels of exposure.
 Once elevated blood lead 
levels are confirmed, treat-
ment quickly must be initiat-
ed. The process includes no-

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

tifying the appropriate public 
health authorities. The local 
health department often can 
arrange for inspection of the 
home so removal of lead 
from the property can be-
gin. It is important to note 
that in a home with multiple 
children, if one child is di-
agnosed with elevated lead 
levels, the remaining fam-
ily members are considered 
to be at very high risk of 
lead exposure and should be 
checked appropriately.
 Specific medical treatment 
for the child depends on the 
level of intoxication. In cases 
of mild lead exposure, we usu-
ally involve a medical toxi-
cologist specialist or poison 
control center to assist with 
stomach decontamination. 
Treatment of associated condi-
tions and removal of lead from 
the environment is performed 
concurrently.
 In cases of moderate expo-
sure, we often begin a treat-
ment process known as che-
lation therapy. Chelation is a 
medical process where syn-

thetic agents are introduced 
into the body, which then bind 
to the toxic element and help 
remove it from the body. Usu-
ally, a toxicologist is consulted 
and assists with the therapy. 
The child is then monitored 
very closely and blood lead 
levels are checked again. In the 
most severe cases of lead ex-
posure, children must be hos-
pitalized. Priority is given to 
controlling neurological side 
effects and protecting the kid-
neys, in conjunction with de-
creasing the blood lead levels. 
 In today’s busy world of 
medicine, it is often easy to 
overlook certain less common 
conditions. This does not make 
these conditions less signifi-
cant or less severe. Speak to 
your primary care physician 
during your child’s next physi-
cal exam. Communication is 
the key in ensuring that we are 
protecting our most valuable 
resource — our children.

The writer is the chief 
medical officer at Belleview 

Medical Partners.

extraordinary situation.”
 Silberberg pushed ARHA 
representatives for assurances 
that a plan would not come 
back significantly altered from 
how it stands, given the rela-
tively broad scope for further 
analysis. In the work plan, a 
provision is made for study 
of variations of other options 
for the site, and Silberberg 
expressed concerns about the 
increased density at the site.
 “It seems like we’ve carved 
a path forward; this is a good 
step, but I need assurances that 
something isn’t going to come 
back that is significantly dif-
ferent,” she said.
 City planning director 
Karl Moritz said that the 
rezoning and master plan 
placed constraints on ARHA, 
but board members agreed to 
add language to their resolu-
tion of adoption saying the 
site will be used for afford-
able and workforce housing 

and not be sold. Malone not-
ed that with greater commu-
nication, any drastic changes 
would be f lagged.
 “I don’t know how we 
could come back with a 
10-story building without 
everybody knowing we’re 
coming back with a 10-story 
building,” he said.
 Silberberg hailed the work 
plan as a “reset button” on the 
city’s relationship with ARHA, 
while Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
noted that the plan can be a tem-
plate for future redevelopment 
of ARHA properties, some of 
which will be subject to the re-
quests for proposals process.
 “Part of the goal is that 
this is an agreement for how 
we handle Ramsey,” he said. 
“Coming out of this is a mem-
orandum of understanding, 
an agreement, a handshake, 
we’re going to have an agree-
ment on how we move for-
ward on the RFP process…
Failing in the process there is 
not going to be possible.”
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City council raises concerns over future deficit, fire pay
First work session sees fears 
over continued slow growth
BY ERICH WAGNER 

 In their first work session 
for the fiscal 2017 proposed 
budget last week, city council-
ors expressed concerns about 
poor revenue growth projec-
tions and the way the city com-
pares its compensation of fire-
fighters with first responders.
 The city operating budget 
proposal, unveiled by City Man-
ager Mark Jinks last month, allo-
cates $671.6 million in spending 
and proposes a 1-cent property 
tax rate increase to $1.053 per 
$100 in assessed property val-
ue, and includes options if city 
council elects to raise the tax 
rate by 2 cents.
 In councilors’ first chance 
to publicly dig into the budget 
since its presentation February 
23, they expressed worries about 
projections that entailed contin-
ued budget shortfalls in future 
years. According to city staff, 
under current funding rates and 
assuming “medium revenue 
growth,” the city would face a 
$13.2 million deficit in fiscal 
2018, ballooning to as much as 
$41.4 million by fiscal 2021.
 “What are some things we 
can do?” asked Vice Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson. “As you analyzed 
in the financial plan, you have 
somewhere between a $5 million 
and $28 million, again it’s a gap. 
So as we make changes in add-
delete sessions, what will help 
narrow that gap in future years?”
 Morgan Routt, director of 
the city’s office of management 
and budget, said the best cure for 
Alexandria’s fiscal woes would 
be growth of the city’s tax base.
 “One way is obviously just to 
grow our tax base,” Routt said. 
“The revenue growth since the 
end of the recession has been 
lower than the average increase 
in the costs of services. We have 
major drivers like employee 
compensation, school enrollment 
and capital infrastructure needs.
 “But the other thing is 
through the add-delete process, 
take a longer view of what the 

potential future impacts of 
[budget] items are. Talk not just 
about the impact of the 2017 
budget, but in the future years.”
 Wilson said hypothetically 
in an interview that one way 
to alleviate the budget crunch 
could be to focus on infrastruc-
ture projects in the short term, 
rather than expanding services.
 “I had asked [during the 
meeting] what we can do to try 
to alleviate some of the budget 
gaps, and what we could do in 
this year’s budget to alleviate 
budget crunches in future years,” 
he said. “Option one would be to 
cut an operating-budget program 
and save that money now and 
whatever it inflates to next year. 
But another way to save money 
and narrow the gap is to take a 
capital project slated for fiscal 
2018 and pay for it now.
 “We could, instead of spend-
ing $5.3 million on paving this 
year, spend $6.3 million and 
have an extra $1 million next 
year. ... One of the big reasons 
is that in this [fiscal] environ-
ment, when we have projected 
shortfalls, anything you can 
do to get that [infrastructure] 
funding off the table saves you 
money and reduces that budget 
gap in the future.”
 Elsewhere in the budget, 
councilors questioned staff’s 
methodology for determining 
when to give firefighters a raise. 
All firefighters are slated to re-
ceive a 5 percent pay bump un-
der the current budget proposal 
in addition to merit raises for 
officers. An oft-repeated ethos 
in City Hall is that Alexandria 
should remain at the middle of 
compensation when compared 
with surrounding jurisdictions.
 “Back at the budget retreat, 
we went back and forth about 
certain cities and towns and 
how we can’t compare them,” 
said City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley. “Montgomery and Prince 
George’s counties [in Mary-
land], [firefighters there] work 
fewer hours, so when we com-
pare them to Arlington, Alexan-
dria and Fairfax, it seems like it 

would skew the numbers some.”
 Bailey said that while Alex-
andria firefighters typically work 
around 56 hours per week, their 
counterparts in Maryland sub-
urbs only work around 42 hours 
per week. Before staff could re-
spond to defend their model, City 
Councilor Del Pepper jumped in.
 “But that is important,” 
she said. “And the reason is, if 
you’re earning a whole lot less 
than neighboring jurisdictions 
and you’re working 10 or more 
hours or something like that per 
week, for heaven’s sake, you’re 
not going to stay with us.”
 Wilson said it is difficult to 
compare public safety compen-
sation with Maryland jurisdic-
tions because of the differences 
in labor laws between the Old 
Line State and Virginia.
 “Prince George’s and Mont-
gomery are both collective bar-
gaining jurisdictions, and that 
creates kind of a strange com-
parison when we’re up against 
these folks,” Wilson said. “But I 
think Willie’s right. Most labor, 
like when we talk about general 
services, the benchmark is 40 

[hours] vs. 40 [hours]. But when 
we’re talking about these posi-
tions that have different work 
schedules, you have to find a 
way to index it somehow.”
 Jinks said that although Al-
exandria’s status as a midpoint in 
terms of regional compensation 
rates remains unchanged if one 
removes the Maryland jurisdic-
tions, staff continue to explore 

better ways to look at the issue.
 “If you take out Montgom-
ery and you take out Prince 
George’s from these numbers, 
you end up in basically the 
same place,” he said.
 City council will host a public 
hearing on the budget proposal 
March 14 at City Hall, followed 
by a work session on the 10-year 
capital budget on March 15.
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Maroon beats Paul VI at 
Virginia State University for 
first VISAA title since 1999
BY CHRIS TEALE

 For the first time since 
1999, the Episcopal boys 
basketball team celebrated a 
championship in the Virginia 
Independent Schools Athletic 
Association after a 67-63 vic-
tory over Paul VI in the final 
on Saturday.
 Senior guard Nick Reed led 
the way for the Maroon in the 
final at Virginia State Universi-
ty in Petersburg with 21 points. 
Junior guard George Mawan-
da-Kalema scored 13 points, 
while senior forward Edwin 
Ebube tallied 12 and freshman 
point guard Xavier Johnson 
added 10.
 “[The state championship] 
is extremely significant,” said 
Episcopal head coach Jim Fitz-
patrick in an interview Monday. 
“I’m not sure that I’ve ever had 
a team before that could accom-
plish so much, and truthfully, do 
it with an incredibly positive at-
titude and high spirits.”
 The victory caps a memora-
ble season for Episcopal, which 
finished 25-4 overall including 
postseason games. The Ma-
roon won the Interstate Athletic 
Conference regular season and 
tournament titles, as well as 
an early triumph in the Sleepy 
Thompson invitational basket-
ball tournament hosted locally 
by St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes.
 The No. 1-seeded Maroon 
began their campaign at states 
with a bye in the first round 
and then beat defending state 
champion Cape Henry 60-55 at 
home in the quarterfinals to se-
cure their spot in the final four 
at Virginia State University. 
That win came 11 days after 
Episcopal’s last game, which 
Fitzpatrick said meant manag-
ing players’ workloads between 
games and only dialing up the 
intensity of practice two days 
before the Cape Henry game.

 “Oftentimes, people from 
the outside think coaching is 
really about the X’s and O’s on 
the floor, but there’s so much 
that has to be put in to manag-
ing your team, not only physi-
cally but certainly emotionally 
and how best to use gaps of the 
season,” Fitzpatrick said. “[I] 
thought it was a good balance of 
the appropriate amount of time 
for rest and recovery but also of 
intensity of work to make sure 
that we were ready to compete 
for another championship.”
 In the semifinals, Episco-
pal came up against local rival 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes, 
which entered the state tourna-
ment with the No. 5 seed. The 
teams split their two regular 
season clashes during local 
conference play, and then met 
again in the IAC tournament 
final on February 20.

SEE EPISCOPAL | 13

SPORTS
Episcopal boys win state basketball tournament

FILE PHOTOS
Episcopal guard George Mawenda-Kalema drives to the hoop in a game earlier this season (top). 
Mawenda-Kalema scored 13 points in the Maroon’s 67-63 win in the state championship final over 
Paul VI on Saturday. Freshman guard Xavier Johnson (bottom) attacks the rim in Episcopal’s 56-55 win 
over St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes in the IAC final on February 20. The Maroon beat the Saints again in the 
VISAA semifinals on their way to a first state title since 1999.
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 Unlike that game, which 
finished 56-55 in favor of the 
Maroon after a tense four quar-
ters, the state semifinal had a 
far larger margin of victory for 
Episcopal, with a final score of 
75-49. Mawenda-Kalema led 
Maroon scorers with 29 points, 
while Reed added 20. Junior 
Denmark Slay led the Saints 
with 18 points, while sopho-
more Donovann Toatley had 11.
 “It was fun for me as a 
coach, because from the be-
ginning of the game until the 
final minute, you could see 
our team continuing to get 
better right before our eyes,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “I think they 
got better in terms of how 
they played on the court and 

getting used to the situation 
and being comfortable.”
 That victory over their local 
rivals meant the Maroon would 
face Paul VI, a regional power 
in the Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference with sev-
eral Division I-caliber players. 
Given the Panthers’ athleti-
cism, size and talent across the 
board, Fitzpatrick said it was 
a tough test but one that was 
overcome through teamwork.
 “It’s five players on their 
team vs. five players on our 
team,” he said. “Fortunately 
for us, this is not an individual 
sport; it’s a team sport. The 
strength for our group this 
year has always been in the 
team. The fact is that we can 
have any one of our five start-
ers step up and score in double 

digits on the offensive end if 
we need to, but the key was 
uniting defensively.”
 The state tournament win 
was a fitting end for Episco-
pal’s seven seniors. Fitzpatrick 
said that while the team’s talent 
was never in question, its men-
tal strength was one of the big-
gest factors in winning its vari-
ous championships.
 “You face some adversity, 
and some teams just buckle 
under the pressure,” he said. 
“This team would sometimes 
bend but they would never 
break, and that is what made 
it so much fun for me to be 
around this group and to coach 
them. The strength was in our 
team, not one individual, and 
that was what made this season 
so special.”
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 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes boys and Episcopal and 
Bishop Ireton girls all took part 
in the Virginia Independent 
Schools Athletic Association’s 
state basketball tournaments, 
with the Saints reaching the 
semifinal stage.
 SSSAS beat Collegiate 65-
51 in the first round, led by 15 
points from guard Donovann 
Toatley and 12 from Chauncey 
Pittman. In the quarterfinals, 
the Saints had a tough away 
trip against No. 4 St. Chris-
topher’s, but emerged with a 
79-71 win. Toatley again was 
in double figures as he tallied 
21 points, while Denmark Slay 

led the way with 25.
 With that victory, the Saints 
reached the semifinals stage at 
Virginia State University in 
Petersburg, but lost 75-49 to 
eventual state champion and 
local rival Episcopal.
 In the girls’ state tourna-
ment, Episcopal and Bishop 
Ireton both fell in the second 
round. Fresh from winning the 
Independent Schools League’s 
A division tournament, the No. 
8 Maroon beat No. 9 Potomac 
52-28 at home in the first 
round. Junior guard Bea Huff-
ines led the way for Episcopal 
with 18 points, while sopho-
more Lexi Weger added 15.

 Episcopal then lost away 
against No. 1 Paul VI 71-40 in 
the second round to finish 21-8 
overall on the season. Paul VI 
went on to win the girls’ state 
championship.
 Coming off an appearance 
in the VISAA semifinals last 
season, Bishop Ireton’s girls 
entered this year’s tournament 
with the No. 6 seed and took 
care of No. 11 St. Gertrude’s 
56-24 in the first round. The 
Cardinals then lost 69-58 in 
the second round to No. 3 seed 
and Washington Catholic Ath-
letic Conference rival Bishop 
O’Connell.

- Chris Teale

ONLINE all the time:
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GET OUT OF TOWN

Take a walk among the old and new in Frederick
Maryland gem blends the  
nation’s history with an  
exciting present
BY CHRIS TEALE

 With so much to offer for 
lovers of history, the great 
outdoors and food and drink, 
Frederick, Md. has plenty of 
options to suit everyone. Just 
over an hour away from Alex-
andria, it is perfect for a day 
trip or an overnight visit, and 
with so many possibilities for 
enjoyment and exploration it 

may require multiple trips to get 
everything in.
 Both inside and around the 
historic city, founded in 1745, 
there is plenty of American 
history to discover, especially 
from the Civil War. Take some 
time to enjoy the self-guided 
auto tour of Monocacy Na-
tional Battlefield to the south-
east of the city limits where the 
Battle of Monocacy took place 
on July 9, 1864.
 Known as “The Battle That 
Saved Washington,” Monocacy 
was one of the last Confederate 
assaults on Union territory, just 
44 miles to the northwest of 
D.C., and today it includes an 
electronic map orientation to 
give visitors at least a sense of 
how the battle unfolded using a 
moving LED display.
 Then, the four-mile vehicle 
tour takes visitors right around 
the site, while walking trails al-
low visitors to get out and try 
and feel what it was like during 

the battle. Several veterans or-
ganizations have placed com-
memorative markers on the 
battlefield, serving as poignant 
reminders of their sacrifices.
 After exploring the battle-
field, the nearby restaurant 
Monocacy Crossing can serve 
as a good place to refuel. Lo-
cated at 4424 Urbana Pike, 
near the end of the auto tour’s 
route, the eatery has a var-
ied menu for Sunday brunch, 
lunch and dinner, all in a rus-
tic setting.
 Downtown, do even more 
walking among historic build-
ings that have stood for two 
centuries. A free self-guided 
walking tour from the city’s 
visitor center can be a good way 
to familiarize yourself with your 
surroundings, guiding you past 
notable landmarks and the his-
toric churches that give the city 
the nickname “The City of Clus-
tered Spires.”
 Be sure to check out the 

SEE RICHMOND | 37

PHOTOS/HOLLY BOWERS
With the backdrop of the Catoctin Mountains (top left), Frederick, Md. 
and the surrounding area makes for a delightful day trip or weekend ad-
venture. The Cunningham Falls State Park in nearby Thurmont (left) will 
satisfy park lovers, with its 78-foot waterfall a place of surprising calm.
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mural on Community Bridge 
over Carroll Creek, painted in 
the trompe l’oeil — “deceive 
the eye” — technique by art-
ist William Cochran and his 
assistants and now stands as a 
monument to public art. The 
National Museum of Civil War 
Medicine is also a highlight 
for history buffs, as it explains 
the challenges associated with 
health and the treatment of in-
juries during that period.
 Meanwhile, for those look-
ing to bring some history home 
with them, Frederick is laden 
with numerous antiques shops 
in which there are plentiful 
treasures at reasonable prices 
just waiting to be discovered.
 Downtown is also home 
to plenty of places to stop for 
something to eat and drink. For 
a snack, try the Frederick Cof-
fee Company’s superb sand-
wiches, soups and baked goods 
on 100 N. East St. For dinner, 
consider The Barbara Fritchie 
Candystick Restaurant, a city 
institution that has been serv-
ing home-cooked meals in a 
diner setting since 1910 at 1513 
W. Patrick St.

 Another option is Brew-
er’s Alley at 124 N. Market 
St., which was the first brew-
pub in Frederick County, and 
serves upscale pub food as 
well as a long list of micro-
brews and wines to satisfy 
any palate. Those who love 
beer should also check out the 
Flying Dog Brewery on 4607 
Wedgewood Blvd., where 
you can tour the facility and 
enjoy beers in combination 

with cookies baked on site to 
complement each selection.
 For those craving some 
culture, try the Weinberg 
Center for the Arts at 20 W. 
Patrick St., which hosts con-
certs, theatre, films and vi-
sual art throughout the year. 
Despite a flood in 1976, it has 
been maintained in the style 
of 1926, when it first opened.
 Those craving a different 
kind of culture in the sum-

mer should check out the 
Frederick Keys, the Class 
A-Advanced minor league 
affiliate of the Baltimore 
Orioles. The team’s home 
diamond of Nymeo Field at 
Harry Grove Stadium is vis-
ible from Interstate-70 and 
South Market Street.
 Travel out of the city and 
into Thurmont, Md. in Fred-
erick County for a chance to 
hike at Cunningham Falls 

State Park, a picture of calm 
in the Catoctin Mountains 
but just a stone’s throw from 
U.S. routes 15 and 77. Take in 
the surprisingly peaceful 78-
foot waterfall, and also enjoy 
seeing the Scales and Tales 
Aviary and the historic Cato-
ctin Iron Furnace.
 Also in Thurmont and 
very close to Cunningham 
Falls, take some time to en-
joy Springfield Manor Win-
ery and Distillery at 11836 
Auburn Road, with its beau-
tiful views of the Catoctin 
Mountains in the distance. 
Enjoy locally produced 
wines made using grapes 
from the manor’s extensive 
vineyard, while in the spring 
and summer it produces its 
own red and white Sangria 
and hot mulled wine in the 
fall complete with cinnamon 
stick and orange peel.
 With so much to see and 
explore, Frederick and the sur-
rounding area offers plenty for 
visitors, and at such a short 
distance from Alexandria, you 
can go back again and again.

The monument to the 14th New Jersey Volunteer Infantry (below) stands on the Monocacy National 
Battlefield, serving as a poignant reminder of the lives lost in the Battle of Monocacy in 1864. 

PHOTOS/TOURISM COUNCIL OF FREDERICK COUNTY 
Frederick County is home to hundreds of restaurants and eateries 
like Brewers Alley (right), offering diners fresh local ingredients, 
ambiance and Maryland-style fare. Linganore Winery (above), one 
of nine wineries found on the Frederick Wine Trail, whose combined 
120-plus acres of vineyards are responsible for over half of Mary-
land’s wine production.
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 Bishop Ireton High School 
senior Isabel Anderson has 
been awarded for her exem-
plary volunteer service with the 
the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award.
 The award, which recog-
nizes Americans of all ages who 
have volunteered significant 
amounts of time to serve their 
communities and their country, 
was granted by The Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards 
program on behalf of President 
Barack Obama. Bishop Ireton 
nominated Anderson for the na-
tional honor last fall in recogni-
tion of her volunteer service.
 Anderson started the Char-
ity Through Medicine Club at 
Bishop Ireton. Members visit 
and hold events for sick chil-
dren at Georgetown University 
Hospital. She has also traveled 
to Ghana twice and to Costa 
Rica to do volunteer medical 
work. She wants to study pub-
lic health in college in order to 
work on issues such as sanita-
tion and health precautions in 
third world countries.

 “Isabel truly represents the 
very best at Bishop Ireton,” said 
Ireton principal Denise Tobin. 
“Her commitment to helping 
those in need is exemplary and 
an inspiration for other students. 
We are very proud of her accom-
plishments and know that she 
will continue to advance always 
in her chosen field.”
 The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards, sponsored 
by Prudential Financial in part-
nership with the National As-
sociation of Secondary School 
Principals, recognizes middle 
and high school students for 
outstanding volunteer service.
 Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Award applications 
were distributed nationwide 
last September through schools, 
Girl Scout councils, county 4-H 
organizations, American Red 
Cross chapters, YMCAs and 
HandsOn Network affiliates. 
These schools and officially 
designated local organizations 
nominated local honorees, 
whose applications were ad-
vanced for state-level judging.
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Bishop Ireton announces 
President’s Volunteer Service Award

 Alexandria Country Day 
School students are participat-
ing in UNICEF’s Kid Power 
initiative, which empowers 
students to become more ac-
tive global citizens. ACDS has 
an expansive service-learning 
program that instills students 
with a commitment to commu-
nity engagement.
 ACDS students will put 
their service learning into ac-
tion all this month while they 
wear their Kid Power bands. 
The bands, similar to a Fit-
Bit, will allow students to 
earn points while they move 
throughout the day. Those 
points unlock food packets 
for severely malnourished 
children around the world. 
The more students move, 
more points are earned and 
more children around the 
world are given meals.
 The fifth grade students 
are leading ACDS’s partici-
pation in the UNICEF Kid 

Power initiative and have 
planned a number of activi-
ties throughout the month to 
help students collect as many 
points as possible.
 “I think it’s cool that we 
are doing this,” said Alban, 
a fifth grader. “I never knew 
that being active could save 
other children’s lives.”
 ACDS head of school 
Scott Baytosh said he was 
proud of the students’ initia-
tive to take part in an effort 

that will help so many se-
verely malnourished children 
around the world.
 “Our service learning pro-
gram — and the commitment 
to helping others that it in-
spires — encourages students 
to take this kind of initiative,” 
Baytosh said. “I’m so im-
pressed with the leadership 
our fifth graders have shown 
and with the enthusiasm our 
whole school community has 
had for this project.”

 St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
Upper School students re-
ceived numerous honors in 
the 2016 National Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards, in 
association with the non-
profit Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. In region-
al competitions, the Saints 
were recognized in three 
categories: Gold Key, Silver 
Key and Honorable Mention 
for their photography, paint-
ing, drawings, ceramic cre-
ations and writing.
 Recipients of the art 
award include: seniors Adri-
enne Atkins, Molly Brenner, 
Nancy Brooks, Bit Brown, 
Mattern Burnett, Caroline 
Curran, Nicholas Gerson, 
Haley Hassell, Kelsey Van 
Horne, Larkin Massie and 
Palmer Voorhees; juniors 

Katie Pratt and Caroline 
Sweet; and sophomores 
Maura Durkin, Sarah Gal-
lahan, Marta Rich, Graham 
Tracy and Jordan Walker.
 Seniors Elizabeth Brown 
and Haley Hassell were 
named writing award recip-
ients.
 Katherine Elkins, a visual 
arts teacher at SSSAS’ upper 
school, said she was proud of 
her students.
 “It has always been the 

school’s objective to nurture 
creativity and reward hard 
work,” Elkins said. “Recog-
nition through the Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards pro-
vides students with an outside 
source of validation that goes 
beyond our community. The 
opportunity to participate 
in an open competition with 
their regional peers serves to 
strengthen our students’ art 
forms, achievements, and cre-
ative emphases.”

Saints win awards in national art and writing 
competitions

ACDS students get active to save lives
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 Queen of Apostles Catho-
lic School was selected last 
month as one of 10 commu-
nity organizations to receive 
a $5,000 contribution from 
Harris Teeter’s Together in 
Education program.
 “For the past few years, 
Harris Teeter has participated 
in the Virginia Lottery by 
selling tickets in its stores, 
and the company receives an 
incentive bonus when it sells 
a winning ticket,” the grocery 
store said in a statement. “As 
our commitment to education 
runs deep, Harris Teeter do-
nates these incentive bonuses 
back to TIE 
schools when 
the bonus is 
over $1,000. 
Your Falls 
Church Harris 
Teeter sold a 
winning tick-
et in January 
and received 
a $50,000 in-
centive bonus. 
Store Director 
Jennifer Mu-
noz has select-
ed your school as the one of 
the 10 beneficiaries to receive 
a $5,000 donation.”
 This announcement came 
during Catholic Schools 
Week — January 31 through 
February 6 — when Queen of 
Apostles School, along with 
Catholic schools across the 
nation, celebrated the value 
of Catholic education. 
 “The Queen of Apostles 
school community is honored 
to be chosen for this contri-
bution,” said Principal Kathy 
Littlefield. “I am extremely 
grateful for the generosity of 
Harris Teeter and their sup-
port of education.”
 Queen of Apostles has 
been an annual participant 
in Harris Teeter’s TIE Pro-
gram for more than 10 years. 
School community members 
and other school supporters 
register their Harris Teeter 

customer rewards cards with 
Queen of Apostles School on 
an annual basis, and a por-
tion of their Harris Teeter 
purchases are donated back 
to the school.
 Queen of Apostles re-
ceives between $1,000 and 
$2,500 annually from the 
Harris Teeter TIE program. 
The school has made a con-
certed effort to expand par-
ticipation during the 2015-
2016 school year.
 “The Queen of Apostles 
PTO is committed to sup-
porting the betterment of the 
school,” said Hollyann Mor-

ton, president 
of the Queen 
of Apostles 
School PTO. 
“This year, 
we have per-
formed ad-
ditional out-
reach with our 
school par-
ents and pa-
rishioners to 
strengthen the 
e n r o l l m e n t 
in the Harris 

Teeter TIE Program.
 “The monies raised go di-
rectly to supporting the school 
and enrichment programs of our 
children, and the PTO is proud 
to have the school receive this 
additional financial and com-
munity recognition. Our part-
nership with Harris Teeter will 
continue to grow through our 
increased participation in TIE 
and through gifts like this.”
 Harris Teeter has donated 
more than $23 million to To-
gether in Education schools 
since 1998. Littlefield, Morton, 
and Queen of Apostles School 
students and parents were pres-
ent to receive the $5,000 dona-
tion on February 23.
 “We enjoyed attending the 
presentation on February 23, 
and will continue to promote 
the Harris Teeter TIE pro-
gram within our school,” said 
Kathy Littlefield.

 Commonwealth Academy 
recently announced the pro-
motions of Matt Johns and 
Tara Nappi to assistant heads 
of school.
 “The promotions reflect 
the full level of responsibility 
these outstanding educators 
have assumed at Common-
wealth Academy for the past 
few years as part of my admin-
istrative team,” said head of 
school Susan Johnson.
 Johns will continue in his 
role as director of academic and 
student programs. He is in his 
ninth year at Commonwealth; 
Johns taught high school writ-
ing and English for three years, 
then served as director of the 
middle school and co-led the 

lower school with Johnson.
 In the summer of 2012, 
Johns was promoted to director 
of academic and student pro-
grams for third through 12th 
grades to streamline program-
ming across all three divisions. 
Previously, Johns spent several 
years in administrative roles at 

student ministries and summer 
camps.
 Nappi joined the school in 
2012 as director of teacher ed-
ucation and curriculum devel-
opment, with oversight for all 
three divisions. As her respon-
sibilities for faculty grew, she 
was named director of faculty 
and curriculum development; 
these areas will continue to be 
her primary focus.
 Before joining Common-
wealth Academy, Nappi served 
as an adjunct professor in edu-
cation at the City University of 
New York and as an instruc-
tor and program supervisor in 
the College of Education at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst.

 Immanuel Lutheran School 
and UpCycle Creative Reuse 
Center jointly hosted a coffee 
and crafts community event 
on March 4. Parents and young 
children were invited to the 
school as staff from Up-
Cycle directed children in 
a mixed media art project 
with supplies provided 
from their studio, while 
they also provided fami-
lies with information on 
school and family mem-
berships, summer camps 
and other programs de-
signed for schools, fami-
lies and artists of all ages.
 UpCycle Creative Re-
use Center, located on 
Mount Vernon Avenue 
in Del Ray, is a nonprofit 
organization that collects 
reusable items for use 
in arts, crafts and other 
learning purposes.
 Donated items, including 
fabrics and sewing notions, vari-
ous papers and boards, wood 
bits, office supplies and an as-
sortment of other supplies, are 
organized and made available 
to schools and the public at af-
fordable prices. They also have 
a studio space for school groups 

or individuals to come use their 
tools and supplies for projects, 
and they also offer classes and 
workshops utilizing their reuse 
collection for unique art and ex-
ploratory experiences.

 Immanuel has partnered 
with UpCycle through a school 
membership. This allows 
teachers to access the wide 
variety of art, craft and office 
supplies available at UpCycle 
for use in specific art proj-
ects for students from junior 
Kindergarten through eighth 

grade, as well as general class-
room beautification.
 Immanuel students have en-
joyed field trips to the UpCycle 
studios for special art projects, 
including lantern making, cre-

ating leaf collages and 
making prints with fall 
leaves.
 “Immanuel Lutheran 
School, our students and 
our teachers have benefit-
ted greatly from having an 
UpCycle membership,” 
said Headmaster Julia 
Habrecht. “Our teachers 
have access to an inspir-
ing variety of art and craft 
supplies any time, and our 
students have been able to 
engage in unique creative 
projects during on-site trips 
to the UpCycle studios.
 “As a classical school, 
we often discuss the theme 
of beauty. As our faculty 

continuously looks for opportu-
nities to beautify the spaces in 
which our students are learning 
every day, the materials avail-
able at UpCycle serve to not 
only inspire but also provide 
tangible resources we can use 
to create and decorate our class-
rooms and school.”

Queen of Apostles receives 
donation from Harris Teeter

Commonwealth Academy announces promotions

Immanuel Lutheran School and UpCycle 
host coffee and crafts
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

in some of the shenanigans. 
That they manage to squeeze, 
scrunch and slap together all 
these comedies, tragedies and 
histories is a wonder in and of 
itself.
 In one particularly silly 
scene, Punch and Judy are em-
ployed to express Ophelia’s 
plight. The frustrated Ophelia 
cries out, “Cut the crap, Hamlet, 
my biological clock is ticking 
and I want babies now,” sum-
ming up her dismay. And in the 
depiction of “King Lear,” which 
is realized as a football game, 
an actor quips, “the quarterback 
gives it to the hunchback.” 
 To borrow from Hamlet’s old 
chatterbox, Polonius, “Brevity is 
the soul of wit.” And these three 
have it down to a science.

Through March 19 at The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. For tickets and 

information call the box of-
fice at 703-683-0496 or visit 

www.thelittletheatre.com.

The Little Theatre delivers 
with its raucous comedy
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 If you missed the last word 
in the title of “The Complete 
Works of William Shake-
speare (Abridged),” now play-
ing at The Little Theatre of Al-
exandria, actor Dave Wright is 
keen to impress it upon you as 
he holds up the weighty leath-
er-bound collection of “The 
Complete Works of Shake-
speare” for all to see. You tell 
yourself: There’s no way three 
actors can get through all those 
pages. But they do — well, sort 
of, and in unexpected ways. 
 Joanna Henry takes the 
helm as director, keeping up the 
lickety-split pace both on- and 
off-stage, where the actors are 
just as likely to be as they race 
through the aisles and leap up 
on handrails to deliver a line.
 I won’t be enumerating 
which or how many roles each 
actor portrays, since I lost 
count before the end of the first 
act, as the quick-change artists 
morphed into male and female 
roles as easily as chameleons. 
But the stout-figured Wright, 
along with the lanky, deer-in-
headlights wide-eyed Hans 
Dettmar and the diminutive 
Sean g. Byers, who rhapsodizes 
that “this book will be found in 
every hotel room in the world,” 
make up the Reduced Shake-
speare Company’s entire cast.
 They are keen to remind 
us that Shakespeare wrote 154 
sonnets and 37 plays, which 
the actors — nay, comedians 
— merrily condense into one. 
To prove they are up to the 
challenge, they announce, “We 
don’t have to do it justice. We 
just have to do it!”
 Using every trick in the 
book, the trio combine prat-
falls, spoofs, rap lyrics and 
a ton of crazy props as they 
speed dial their way through 

all 37 of the bard’s classics 
including, but not limited to, 
“Othello,” “Romeo and Ju-
liet,” “Antony and Cleopatra” 
and, of course, “Macbeth,” 
which they point out to the un-
informed is the one word you 
can never say in the theater.
 To make it more relatable, 
they toss in topical references 
like “The Real Housewives of 
Potomac” to describe a scene 
in “Romeo and Juliet,” and call 
on the recently uttered words 
of Donald Trump to express 
the size of a wall — “It’s gonna 
be huge!” — to keep the lov-
ers apart. But for the most part, 
the process is achieved through 
costume changes and hilari-
ously bungled lines. Somehow a 
blow-up dinosaur figures in. It’s 
CliffsNotes on a runaway horse.
 Straight out of the gate, the 
audience roars at the blaze of 
high-voltage activity. It’s utter-
ly contagious, more so when a 
member is plucked from their 
seat and invited to participate 

Taking liberties with the Bard

PHOTOS/MATT LIPTAK 
(From left) Hans Dettmar, Dave Wright and Shawn g. Byers star as a cavalcade of characters in The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s pro-
duction of “The Complete Works of William Shakesapeare (Abridge).” The trio jumps from one play to another at lightning speed in this 
raucous comedy that lovingly parodies the Bard and his work.
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The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) 2/27 - 3/19

Experience all of Shakespeare’s 37 

plays in 97 minutes! Join us for an 

irreverent, fast-paced romp through 

the Bard’s many plays 

in The Complete Works 

of William Shakespeare 

(Abridged) — the longest-

running comedy ever in 

London’s West End!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

March 11
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, water 
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on 
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle 
course. Participate in swimming skill 
assessments for youth, learn pool 
safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or ralph.
baird@alexandriava.gov

TITAN TAKEOVER TEEN NIGHT 
ACAP’s Keepit360 Club and SAPCA’s 
Above the Influence Club are hosting 
teen night with fun activities, basketball, 
video games, Chipotle, candy station, 
gift card raffle, giveaways and more.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-3130 or kim.
hurley@alexandriava.gov

March 11-April 10
ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT Con-
vergence presents a joint art effort 
between Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. 
Williams high school. In an effort to 
recognize and encourage the creative 
pursuits of visual art students from 
across the city, art teachers from each 
of the four schools have collaborated in 
what they hope will be an annual event.
Time: Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Gallery @ Convergence, 
1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-998-6260

March 12
GENERATION TO GENERATION 
GALA Senior Services of Alexandria 
hosts its annual Generation to Genera-
tion Gala. Two local families will be hon-
ored for their work with seniors, and SSA 
will present its first ever Service Award.
Time: 6 to 11 p.m.
Location: Hilton Alexandria Mark 
Center, 5000 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 or www.
seniorservicesalex.org

March 13
BEHIND THE SCENES ARCHI-
TECTURE TOUR Join a specialized 
tour highlighting the architectural history 
of Carlyle House, the only stone mansion 
in Alexandria. The tour will be led by the 
site manager. Tickets cost $10 for the 
general public and $5 for Friends of 
Carlyle House. Reservations required.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Carlyle House,  
121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

March 14
LOW-MAINTENANCE LAND-
SCAPING The Virginia Cooperative 
Extension and the Alexandria Beautifi-
cation Commission invite you to learn 
some tips and tricks from master gar-
deners about how to keep your garden 
sustainable while reducing mainte-
nance needs.  Bring your questions and 
learn about the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension’s resources for gardeners. 
Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-228-6414

March 16
LIVING AN ACTIVE AND RE-
WARDING LIFE Senior Services of 
Alexandria and AARP co-sponsor the 
latest speaker series talk, in which par-
ticipants will learn about AARP’s “Life 
Reimaged” program and rewarding 
volunteer opportunities; get some fun 
exercise tips, and find out where to find 
the best classes designed for seniors 
who want to expand their horizons.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew Congrega-
tion, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414, ext. 
110 or www.seniorservicesalex.org

March 17-20
SPRING BOOK SALE The Friends 
of the Beatley Central Library will hold 
their spring book sale. All items are 
$3 or less, unless specifically marked, 
including hardbacks, paperbacks, chil-
dren’s books and audio-visual items.
Time: Thursday 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
beatleyfriends.org

March 18
VIA CRUCIS The 14 stations of the 
cross will be prayed in a musical setting 
with choir and organ music by Franz 
Liszt. The church adult Choir will sing 
accompanied by organist Ann Carney. 
Admission is free but contributions are 
welcome.
Time: 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament Catho-
lic Church, 1427 W. Braddock Road
Information:  jmccrary@blessedsac-
ramentcc.org

MARCH150: ART PARTY FUN-
DRAISER  Target Gallery’s annual 
fundraiser invites new and veteran art 
collectors to view and buy original work 
by regional artists working on 10” 10” 

panels, each affordably priced at $150 
and available for sale.
Time:  7  to  10 p.m.
Location: Target Gallery, Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/event/march150-6th-annual-
exhibition-fundraiser

March 19
BEST BIB AND TUCKER MARDI 
GRAS BALL Doc Scantlin and Chou 
Chou return for the Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum Society’s second annual Best 
Bib and Tucker Mardi Gras Ball. The 
event includes dancing, food and an 
auction to benefit the museum.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information:  
www.gadsbystavernmuseum.org

March 20

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON The date is 
March 20, 1816. Join President James 
Madison, as presented by John Douglas 
Hall, at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum for this 
ongoing series of presidential salons for 
discussion of the topics of the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

March 28
FRESH ALEXANDRIA Learn 
more about local food resources at 
Agenda:Alexandria’s latest panel. 
Speakers will be Mount Vernon’s direc-
tor of horticulture Dean Norton, Arcadia 
Center executive director Pamela Hess 
and Fred Sachs of Grapewood Farm.
Time: 6:15 p.m. reception, 6:45 p.m. 
buffet dinner, 7:15 p.m. program
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: www.agendaalexandria.
org

SALUTE TO WOMEN AWARDS 
BANQUET The 36th annual 
celebration of Alexandria’s outstand-
ing women, men and youth who have 
made an impact on women and girls in 
the city. Proceeds support the Alexan-
dria Sexual Assault Center.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
dchs/info/default.aspx?id=82658

April 5
JAZZ4JUSTICE Judges, attorneys, 
students and members of the commu-
nity gather in a friendly environment 
where jazz admirers can congregate 
and celebrate their love for the music. 
The concert is free, with donations 
going to support the Alexandria 
Bar Foundation, Legal Services of 
Northern Virginia and NOVA’s Rayburn 
Street Jazz Band.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall & Arts Center, Northern 
Virginia Community College Alexandria 
Campus, 4915 E Campus Drive
Information: www.j4jalexandria.
wordpress.com

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com 
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HOME OF THE WEEK

 With a property that abuts 
Monticello Park, it will feel 
like you have your own little 
place in the woods in this 
home. The trees will be in full 
bloom in just a few weeks and 
you truly will understand how 
special this location is.
 With a huge deck, you can 
appreciate the view all year 
round. There’s privacy and 
shade in summer for barbecues; 
gorgeous hardwood trees full of 
fall color in October; and during 
the holidays, just a little bit of 
snow will make it a wonderland.
 The oversized great room 
windows allow you to en-
joy this view indoors. The 
spacious kitchen with large 

breakfast room opens into the 
family room, which is com-
plete with a cozy wood stove.
 For more formal entertain-
ing, the dining room and living 

room have gorgeous hardwoods, 
as well as a second fireplace.
 Upstairs, the 19- by 14-foot 
master bedroom has a wall of 
closets and easily accommo-

dates a king-sized bed. Just 
bring your favorite comfort-
able chair to create a retreat.
 Location is key with this 
home. You’re just a few minutes 

from Del Ray and Shirlington. 
If you want to use public tran-
sit, the DASH bus is just three 
blocks away and heads directly 
to a Metro station.

At a Glance:
Location: 2905 Old Dominion Blvd., 
Alexandria, VA 22305

Price: $829,000
Square Footage: 2,579
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 2

Year Built: 1956
Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi,
McEnearney Associates,
703-868-5676, www.lizluke.com

Enjoy nature’s beauty in the heart of Alexandria

At Home
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

 As reliable as the first furls of 
foliage poking up from the soil, 
lawns awakening from winter 
slumber and trees leafing out, 
green is the surest sign of spring.
 Get ready for a greening up 
of the interior landscape as well. 
Pink quartz and serenity may be 
the proclaimed Pantone colors of 
the year, but a verdant range of 
green is so money.
 In January at the Paris Mai-
son & Objet furnishings expo-
sition, palm fronds dominated 
patterns trends. Why? There’s 
the obvious exotic tropical ap-
peal. But it’s all about the green. 
Green velvet. Green leather. 
Moody inky tones. Rich emer-
ald. Even that old standby, Kelly. 
Blue-based spruces are dialed 
down from teals. Lemon-based. 
A dash of olive. On sofas, chairs, 
lighting, housewares. 
 Fashion designers also are 

enamored. Green in spring col-
lections include a grass offering 
at Dolce + Gabbana, a python 
trench coat from Burberry, lace 
from Gucci, suede pumps from 
Manolo Blahnik, agate rock can-
dy bangle bracelets from Ippolita. 
There’s also classic packaging: 
Think of the iconic Orange verte 
products from Hermes in the fa-
miliar emerald bottles, and a new 
woodsy fragrance from Armani 
called Vert Malachite, which 
comes in a bottle with the gem’s 
characteristic swirly markings.
 The trend is not surprising, 
says Ann Haagenson, divisional 
merchandise manager for An-
thropologie. The retailer shows 
its fondness for the hue in a num-
ber of spring introductions for 
home decor.
 “Green naturally evokes a 
sense of the season and new be-

Lovin’ the limelight: 

          Green grabs hold
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PHOTO/TRUPLACE
Great room windows frame a view of Monticello Park.

PHOTO/TRUPLACE
There’s nothing like a red front door to welcome you home. 

PHOTO/ANTHROPOLOGIE
Just sprung for spring: Anthropologie mixes greens like a salad. With rich emerald walls, the Mina chair 
in bottle green, and the limey, almost acid yellow Kimmeridge chair are both shown in premium leather, 
part of the retailer’s new upholstery collection. They’re set on a painted green floor and an area rug with 
a touch of lime woven in with blues.
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ginnings,” says Haagenson. “It’s 
been a long winter for some, so 
a nod to nature is especially wel-
come. There is an eagerness for 
positivity and hope, for the opti-
mism that the color represents.”
 We’ve certainly seen it be-
fore. Just a few years back, mala-
chite was all the rage and, like 
animal prints, that look never 
seems to fade.
 “Malachite has become a 
decorator classic. The material 
— and the color — is popular 
in everything from bar gadgets 
to decorative accessories, even 
as the inspiration for wallpaper,” 
Haagenson says. “It’s inspiring in 
spite of its prevalence, especially 
when it appears in unexpected 
places like a malachite bench 
I saw in a solarium of Milan’s 
Villa Necchi. It was striking, and 
a supreme example of luxury.”
 And then there’s the some-
times kitschy, exuberant char-
treuse or those tart lemon-limes 
that seem to pop up every sum-
mer. Still, this new planting of 
green seems richer, perhaps 
even a little more sophisticated 
and nuanced. 
 “Green is the new black,” 
says interior designer Gary Lee, 
who also is at the helm of a cu-
rated furnishings collection in 
Chicago’s Merchandise Mart.
 “The greens we are using are 
dimensional, with undertones 
of black and/or gold, like one of 
our credenzas (for Atelier Gary 
Lee), which is in noir green,” he 
says. “It relates depth, interest 
and warmth. When using green, 
textures are important to how the 
color works in palettes. There’s 
something very soothing about 
the new greens. Something very 
elegant, yet natural.”
 When Miami designer Sam 
Robin created a bachelor’s loft 
retreat as part of an Elle De-
cor magazine-sponsored Mod-
ern Life concept house during 
Art Basel/Design Miami in 
December, she was trying to 
bring the outside in. Situated in 
a 6,000-square-foot penthouse 
in the city’s hip Wynwood Arts 
District, the condo featured a 
deck filled with lush plantings.

 Also mindful of the artsy vibe, 
Robin married industrial chic — 
using wallcovering that looked 
like exposed brick — with style 
and elegance. Behind a bed, a 
stunning headboard that looked 
like a green-and-white agate slab 
was actually a printed-out version 
of the stone on aluminum board 
with layers of resin and sparkle 
to simulate the mineral, created 
by artist Alex Turco. Robin laced 
citrus hues throughout with furni-
ture from Roche Bobois and small 
tables from Robicara, a company 
she co-owns. 
 “In Florida we do a lot of 
inside out, bringing nature in 
with incredible living walls. I 
am loving these greens,” she 
says. “Two years ago I was trav-
eling in India, and there was a 
scene with gorgeous grasses and 
women wearing identical grass 
green saris.” The image stuck. 
Also a no-brainer in Robin’s 
design: the integration of large-
leaf foliage. And all the greens 
pop against the neutral grays.
 Then again, certain shades 
of green may well substitute 
for gray.
 “I love a gray-green that reads 
as a punchy taupe,” says Haagen-
son. “This color works with both 
cool and warm tones.”
 Los Angeles-based design-
er Barbara Barry long has em-

braced greens as neutrals. In 
her launch of the new Milling 
Road for Baker Furniture, de-
signer Kara Mann made some 
strong statements with seat-
ing in suedes and velvets, in a 
dark, moody shade she called 
“midnight green.” 
 What to call some of these 
new greens is a challenge. While 
so many are just plain “greens,” 
in Europe, some are referred to 
as “golf.” There may be “grass,” 
and then there’s the familiar “for-
est” and “Caribbean.” The kicky, 
saturated bright known as “Kel-
ly,” a preppy staple with navy 
that was especially popular in the 
1970s, is back.
 “Kelly green is a sporty sense 
of the color,” says Haagenson. “It 
evokes fun and inspires energy.”
 Launching its new custom 
line of furniture, Anthropolo-
gie trotted out its ranges of col-
ors in striking rows of the same 
chair silhouette.
 Even the mention of certain 
colors elicits visceral reactions. 
For so long, avocado was one 
of those, forged in the context of 
kitchen appliances during an era 
that also included harvest gold. 
But the shade of avocado that 
you might see today is a little 
bit truer to the real fruit; it’s just 
probably called “guacamole” or 
something else.

 So how do you integrate 
some of the new greens?
 Unless you are secure in bold 
choices, the brights probably are 
better in accent pieces, like a sin-
gle statement chair or even a side 
table. The latter could be in a lac-
quer (emerald) or shagreen (shark-
skin), or stone, either real or faux. 
A softer green is quiet enough to 
make a design dent; in an other-
wise neutral scheme, it can be 
simply refreshing. Supplement 
it with a piece of art in the same 
shade. A landscape or abstract 
piece that may include a touch of 
metallic gold for sparkle also can 
introduce a verdant touch. If it’s 
hung near a window or door over-
looking a garden or trees, it really 
will make an impact.
 Paint the walls — or one 
feature wall. Or paper them in a 
bold green graphic or malachite, 
a chevron or stripe. Lucky clover 
stripes at WallPops from Brew-
ster Home (www.wallpops.com) 
are affordable (recently $10.99 on 
Amazon) and are peel-and-stick, 
so you can remove them when 
you want to move on to some-
thing else.
 Choose a pendant light that 
features green. Some glass and 
metal combinations are like 
jewelry.
 If you don’t want to make a 
huge commitment, try an ac-

cessory. Solid color pillows 
will pop, but patterns may add 
an artistic touch. One in printed 
linen at CB2 has a watercolor 
look that feels like a painting on 
a sofa or chair. Choose a pretty 
tray to organize small items on 
a cocktail table; textures can be 
welcome for subtlety. Check 
out beautiful boxes or trivets 
in agate or other stones, such 
as those by Anna New York 
(www.annanewyork.com). Uti-
lize napkins, placemats and 
dinnerware. Or change out the 
pulls on a dresser or cabinet. 
 Of course, any live greenery 
imported into interiors trans-
forms the space. Bunches of 
pale green hydrangeas, giant 
fronds or lacey asparagus ferns 
refresh. Vertical gardens have 
captured the imagination in re-
cent years, and there’s nothing 
like having fresh herbs at hand 
when you’re cooking or grilling. 
At Williams-Sonoma, several 
styles of hanging containers are 
available. When the cells are 
filled, the contrasting foliage is 
like a living piece of art.
 Then there’s the once-ubiqui-
tous wheatgrass, a favorite prop 
accessory for magazine stylists, 
in low, rectangular containers. 
Pop one of those on your dining 
table, and your friends will be 
green with envy. 

PHOTO/ATELIER GARY LEE 
Emerald green blown glass is set into a satin brass 
frame (above) in the Harlow small chandelier de-
signed by Gabriel Scott. Still, the modern asymmetri-
cal design doesn’t overpower as it dazzles with color.

PHOTO/ROCHE BOBOIS 
Miami designer Sam Robin breathed life into a 
gray palette with pops of citrus and other shades 
of green (right). Faux concrete wallcovering clads 
the walls and is from Roche Bobois, as are the Lady 
B armchairs and Brio bed. The agate-like oversized 
headboard actually is trompe l’oeil by Alex Turco.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

ARHA-council agreement 
represents a good first step 
for change
 Process is the most overlooked aspect of successfully 
functioning entities. This is true in the business world, at 
universities and within all levels of government. Individuals 
and groups must know what is expected of them and have 
a viable path toward meeting those expectations in order to 
coexist, let alone prosper.
 The need for better processes has been painfully obvi-
ous for years in the relationship between the Alexandria Re-
development and Housing Authority and city council. This 
fractured relationship blew up last month in a public hearing 
about redevelopment of the Ramsey Homes property, lead-
ing to recriminations all around. The level of discourse was 
simply unacceptable.
 Council’s decision essentially to push the reset button 
on the issue at a legislative session two weeks ago gave all 
parties the time to step back, cool off and try to do better. It 
appears they were successful, as city councilors and ARHA 
agreed Tuesday to a framework for cooperation not only on 
Ramsey Homes, but on future redevelopment projects as well.
 Under the agreement, city and ARHA staff will work 
more closely together on Ramsey Homes. In addition, the 
joint council-ARHA work group will meet more often to 
measure progress as a plan for the Ramsey site is developed. 
This plan, while providing a way forward, also pushes a fi-
nal decision on Ramsey back to the fall.
 We agree with City Councilor Paul Smedberg that a 
formal agreement shouldn’t be necessary to make city and 
ARHA staff work together. But the reality is that sometimes 
an explicit and basic process is what’s required.
 Process is not a panacea, but at times it can really help.
 Sometimes, a successful process is de facto, like in a well-
functioning marriage where the partners naturally assume 
complementary roles. One person likes cooking more, while 
the other gladly does dishes in exchange for not having to cook.
 But in other relationships, expectations must be codified. 
Perhaps both parents have demanding jobs or neither person 
likes to clean. Without an agreed upon plan of action, the 
relationship is likely to derail.
 But processes cannot make up for a lack of good will to 
make the relationship succeed. Whether in a marriage or a 
workplace, if one party is not committed to working with the 
other, even the best process will prove insufficient.
 There’s actually an example in city government of how 
improved process has turned around a negative situation. In 
2011, Alexandria City Public Schools had significant issues 
with irregularities in its capital improvement department, 
where there was insufficient oversight over how money was 
being handled. Council and ACPS subsequently worked 
closely together to implement oversight mechanisms, in-
cluding reinstituting a budget and audit committee. Those 
processes seem to have resolved the problem.
 Tuesday’s plan for moving forward is not sufficient on its 
own to mend the relationship between council and ARHA — 
but it is a necessary first step. The coming months will reveal 
how committed both sides are to not just resolving the Ramsey 
Homes issue, but to mending the bodies’ fractured relationship.

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 How curious! Under a 
proposal by the Alfred Street 
Baptist Church, 22 of the ex-
isting affordable housing units 
adjacent to the church could be 
demolished so the church can 
expand its sanctuary.
 Where will the displaced 
residents likely go?
 From the city and ARHA’s 
2008 memorandum of under-
standing: “Whereas, the city 
desires … an affordable strat-
egy that addresses affordable 
housing throughout the city.”
 A disgusted Braddock 
neighborhood now expects a 
higher concentration of such 
housing, not the area plan’s 
planned reduction. The 2008 
MOU was written in con-
junction with the city’s 2008 
Glebe Park bailout. 
 From the city and ARHA’s 
2008 MOU: “Whereas, since 
the 1970s, the policy of the 
city and ARHA has been … 

deconcentration by scattered 
site replacements….” The city 
is reluctant to scatter public 
housing. In fact, affordable 
housing, when combined with 
the existing stock of public 
housing, is an ever-increasing 
mass of concentrated may-
hem. ARHA work group 
members and City Council-
ors John Chapman and Justin 
Wilson should hold ARHA to 
account. 
 Also from the city and AR-
HA’s 2008 MOU: “The goals, 
objectives and performance 
measures and overall agency 
management plan shall reflect 
ARHA’s current planned and 
future schedules for housing 
unit physical inspection and 
maintenance.” As someone 
has already asked, “Why does 
Chapman, a member of coun-
cil, tolerate ARHA’s substan-
dard maintenance?” 
 A church agreeably ex-
pands and ARHA pays cash 

for its $4 million office build-
ing. Dare we discuss opportu-
nity costs, profit margins and 
or repeated cash shortfalls? 
ARHA’s January 2016 board 
minutes state: “The major rea-
son the need for reserves was 
higher than anticipated is be-
cause there was a three-month 
delay in the Central Office 
Cost Center collecting office 
rents for 401 Wythe St.”
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg may feel regret, but his 
February 20 votes were spot 
on. His colleagues are driven 
by cause, not due diligence. 
We agree the discussion is 
about people, not buildings 
only. That said, taxpayers are 
getting the shaft. 
 Both the Braddock Road 
Small Area Plan and the 
Braddock East Plan should be 
implemented as approved in 
2008.

- Charles Conway
Alexandria

Council must not allow ARHA mismanagement
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To the editor:
 My home is two blocks from the 
Ramsey Homes project. My neighbors 
and I had no problem with Ramsey 
Homes. We enjoyed a harmonious re-
lationship with the 15 tenant families, 
and the garden-apartment site was 
never a problem. Claims of racism are 
contemptible.
 A doubling of the number of units 
to 30 — per the Braddock Metro Small 
Area Plan — would have been accept-
able to the community. It was the ini-
tial quadrupling of the density to 60 
units and the consequent ballooning of 
the proposed structure’s size that has 
people alarmed.
 The four-fold increase in density is 
contrary to the spirit of the Braddock 
Metro Neighborhood Plan and its sis-
ter, the Braddock East plan, which ad-
dressed the ARHA properties. This is 
just one more weakening of the plan 
that has been engineered by officials, 
city planners and developers, which 
ARHA most assuredly is.
 I was an involved participant in 
the charrettes that led to the BMNP, 
and this case raises serious questions 
about the integrity of the planning 
process. It reduces citizen confidence 
that compromises worked out among 
a wide range of stakeholders will be 
honored, instead of continuously 
breached for the latest whim of politi-
cians or their friends in the develop-
ment community.
 In fact, the first egregious violation 
of the BMNP also involved ARHA, 
which did not observe the plan’s de-

sign guidelines with regard to sidewalk 
widths at Old Town Commons.
 But city council’s answer to this is 
to nullify the plan. Really? There is ab-
solutely no reason to do this unless it is 
to pack in more density.
 There are serious issues of equi-
table treatment involved. Those of us 
in the Parker-Gray Historic District 
are subject to regulations that ARHA 
is always permitted to shrug off. They 
can tear down historic structures and 
swathe the new ones in HardiPlank. 
But I live in a corner house and am 
forced to use maintenance-intensive 
wood for my siding.
 The majority of affordable housing 
units are still crammed into one area of 
Alexandria. The city has retreated from 
a commitment to integration. When 
the Berg was redeveloped as Chatham 
Square, 50 percent of the residents 
were moved to scattered sites with all 
the amenities — homes that police ac-
knowledge had little crime and were 
scarcely distinguishable as public hous-
ing in appearance.
 Yet when James Bland was rede-
veloped a few years later, 30 percent 
of the residents were integrated into 
the larger community. Now Ramsey 
Homes is becoming Ramsey Tow-
ers, and we’re also hearing that the 
Carpenter’s Shelter wants to expand 
to include 100 units for individuals 
with serious drug issues that are not 
yet under control.
 ARHA moans that there is no-

Keeping affordable housing in 
Parker-Gray is a political decision

Redevelopment opponents should walk 
a mile in others’ shoes
To the editor:
 I read the letters from Ninette Sa-
dusky (“Silberberg, Smedberg made 
right choice on Ramsey Homes”) 
and Sammie Moshenberg (“Ramsey 
Homes represent legacy of Jim 
Crow”) in the February 25 edition of 
the Alexandria Times, and the news 
articles about the vote on redevelop-
ing the Ramsey Homes buildings.
 I agree with the Moshenberg letter, 
and my suggestion to Ninette Sadusky 
and the other Alexandria residents that 
feel that we should preserve these ar-

chitectural treasures is that they should 
offer to swap living quarters with the 
people who now live there for a month 
or so. I think they might be able to find 
a tenant would accept the trade.
 Given the vote to rescind council’s 
original decision on the project, it looks 
like city councilors are having second 
thoughts about their actions. If it turns 
out that the redevelopment is approved, 
then the opponents can swap living 
quarters until actual work begins.

- George Bogart
Alexandria

Alexandria in Action
with John Porter

 If you haven’t had enough of election 
talk, ads, debates, posters and bumper 
stickers yet, just wait. It’s going to be a 
very interesting — and if the past few 
weeks are an indicator — entertaining 
election year.
 I must admit, though, the entertain-
ment value would be appreciated much 
more if the end result weren’t so impor-
tant. With that said, I also have another 
concern about this being an election year.
 According to a recent 
report published by the At-
las of Giving, charitable do-
nations are predicted to rise 
2.6 percent in 2016. This is 
down from a 4.6 percent in-
crease in 2015, when the to-
tal amount of donations last 
year topped $477.5 billion 
— the largest amount ever 
recorded according to the Atlas. And 
while there are various explanations as 
to why last year was such a banner year, 
there are some serious concerns about 
why 2016 will not equal last year’s rate 
of increase in charitable contributions.
 The Atlas indicates that the stock 
market will continue to be a major factor 
in the growth cycle of philanthropy, and 
with the current uncertainty in this space 
comes less ability and thought of giving. 
Additionally, political giving is expected 
to have a significant negative impact on 
charitable donations.
 I don’t know about you, but I get five 
to 10 emails a week, some from very 
important people — I’m sure they are 
personally reaching out to me — asking 
for just a $1 here or $5 there to support 
their candidate, all with the promise that 
my donation will make a difference. The 
problem is, of course, the competition for 
financial support in a particularly con-
tentious primary leading to what surely 
will be a contentious election. And as the 
candidates need to out fundraise one an-
other, donors are torn about what to do 
with their limited resources.
 This is where you come in. While 
taking politics and the candidates you 
support out of the discussion is not an 
option, and nor should it be, I hope you 
will continue to support the local non-

profits doing the day-to-day, on the 
ground work to help make our commu-
nity better. As individual donors make 
up the large percentage of contributions 
— 73 percent in 2015 — it falls to us to 
remember, consider and continue to sup-
port those nonprofits for which you have 
a passion and which you know are doing 
important work.
 This is all the more difficult with 
the increasing bombardment of emails, 

phone calls, television ads, and 
the rhetoric which generally in-
spire people to coalesce and do 
what they can to make sure the 
other side doesn’t get elected. The 
shame of course, at least to me, 
is the massive spending on these 
political campaigns and then the 
impact on those at the grassroots 
level doing all they can to help 

those in need in the community.
 I encourage you to be vehement in your 
support of the candidates of your choos-
ing and even to contribute what you will 
to their campaigns; the political process, 
as dysfunctional as it sometimes seems, 
is very important for the future. But just 
as important — and, in my opinion, more 
important — are the lives of those who 
may not eat regularly, who may not have 
a place to sleep, who may not have money 
to buy medicine for themselves or their 
children, or who have serious medical 
problems which may not be addressed if 
local nonprofits, providing these basic ser-
vices, aren’t able to continue to serve the 
community as in the past.
 What’s encouraging is that since 2008, 
even in the deep recesses of the recession, 
giving has continued to grow — most of 
which was by individuals like you. We un-
derstand that the economy alone will have 
an impact in 2016 and the election only 
compounds these issues. But please, don’t 
forget your passion, don’t forget what you 
care about and don’t forget what’s impor-
tant. And, of course, vote for the candidate 
of your choice. All of this together is what 
makes America such a wonderful country 
in which to live.

 
The writer is the president and CEO 

of ACT for Alexandria. 

Election years are tough for nonprofits

John Porter
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lexandria’s role during 
and after the American 
Civil War was perhaps 

unlike any other American city. 
The city’s overwhelming vote 
supporting Virginia’s secession 
from the United States in May 
1861, fostered suspicion among 
federal officials and Union troops 
who entered the city on the day 
after the election and remained 
within its borders until 
well after the war ended.
 As the longest Union-
occupied city of the war, 
Alexandria’s proximity  
to Washington, D.C., 
and its uselessness to 
the Confederacy left 
its residents, including 
those who supported the 
Union, in not just physi-
cal and social isolation, 
but in a political no man’s 
land with an uncertain future.
 Hopes for an early end to the 
war were quickly dashed as the 
military became increasingly 
entrenched in the city, building 
earthworks, denuding the sur-
rounding landscape and establish-
ing manned checkpoints. Within 
months, the civilian population 
was completely subservient to 
military authority and largely cut 
off from outside influences.
 During the war years, resi-
dents who had not fled the city 
at the start were subject to re-
strictions on their civil liberties, 
including mail service and travel 
through and around the city. 
Many were required to sign an 
oath of allegiance to the Union or 
risk forfeiture of their property.
 Vacant homes were considered 
fair game by military officers, 

who claimed them for military use 
or personally occupied them with 
their families. Other homes were 
robbed or vandalized by maraud-
ing soldiers, whose expressions 
of anger towards residents were 
largely overlooked by their supe-
riors. Even many Union soldiers 
were horrified by the wanton ac-
tions of their comrades, and ex-
pressed shock and frustration at 

the indiscriminate destruction and 
damage done to the personal prop-
erty of Alexandrians.
 Alexandria men serving in 
Virginia regiments, who left the 
city as the war began, found them-
selves in an even deeper abyss, 
with no chance to return home on 
furlough and little, if any, contact 
with their families throughout the 
conflict. Upon returning to Alex-
andria at the end of the war, they 
found that life in the prosperous 
city they had left four years ear-
lier had been transformed, with a 
new social order that offered no 
possibility of a return to the past.
 The tidy businesses and mar-
kets that once served the resident 
population were now replaced by 
squalid restaurants, oyster houses 
and saloons that served the so-
cial needs of enlisted men, but 

whose conditions repulsed ordi-
nary citizens. Large, now desolate 
warehouses lined the waterfront, 
as seen here along Union Street. 
Once gracious homes and their 
contents were destroyed or in tat-
ters; downtown streets were filthy, 
and houses of ill repute were en-
sconced across the city.
     For many former residents, a 
return to Alexandria was almost 

too painful to bear, so 
they chose to rebuild 
their lives elsewhere. But 
for those that did return, 
the city offered great op-
portunities to rebuild in 
a new spirit of coopera-
tion. Blacks now repre-
sented nearly half of the 
population, and their 
free status allowed them 
to build homes, and es-
tablish neighborhoods 

and relationships.
 Rather than engage in guer-
rilla warfare against their former 
enemy, most returning Confeder-
ates swore an oath of allegiance 
to the United States and willingly 
accepted the advice of their for-
mer commander, Gen. Robert E. 
Lee, for an unconditional national 
reconciliation and commitment to 
rebuild Virginia and her now dev-
astated economy.
 It would take decades for Alex-
andria to adjust to this new reality 
and rebuild itself, but each passing 
year contributed to the perspective 
that by working together, the peo-
ple of the city could rise from the 
ashes of despair and affirm their 
rightful place in a new America.

 
Out of the Attic is provided by 

the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Alexandrians struggled during and after the Civil War

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you think the new joint ARHA-city council work plan 
will lead to a favorable result for the Ramsey Homes 
property?

Last Week 
Do you think Dominion Virginia Power will select one 
of the city’s “least objectionable” routes for its 
planned 230-kilovolt transmission line?

47 Votes

A. Yes.
B. No.

 62% No.
 38% Yes.

A
where to move residents 
off site anymore. Yet if 
you read ARHA’s strate-
gic plan, you’ll be star-
tled to find that off-siting 
is planned for Hopkins-
Tancil in Old Town but 
not at Andrew Adkins 
near Braddock Metro or 
at Samuel Madden Up-
town. That illustrates that 
off-siting is a purely po-
litical issue, not a finan-
cial or economic one.
 The latest “compro-
mise” on the Ramsey 
Homes that seems to be on 
the table involves keeping 
one original structure on 
Wythe Street and turning 
it over to the Black His-
tory Museum as meeting 
space, a mere token.
 It shows that afford-
able housing is secondary 
to politics and audience 
positioning. Not only are 
the museum’s visitation 
numbers low, tourists are 
known to be turned away 
because there is some-
times a single employee 
responsible for two build-
ings and the solution is to 
lock up when called away 
to meetings elsewhere. 
Add one more building 
that the city can’t afford to 
maintain and shove all the 
density up against Pendle-
ton Street homes? No way.
 Just flip the rendering 
so the preserved building 
is on the Pendleton Street 
and put families back in it 
— not tables and chairs. 

- Charlotte Landis
Alexandria
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The luck of the Irish back in the Port City
Photos by Chris Teale
 The 35th annual St. Patrick’s 
Day parade took over Old Town 
on Saturday, with representa-
tives from a wide variety of or-
ganizations celebrating every-
thing Irish on their route down 
King Street. Organized by local 
nonprofit the Ballyshaners, this 
year’s grand marshal was John 
Renner, a local businessman 
who has also served on a wide 
variety of boards and commis-
sions throughout the Port City.
 Spectators stood three or 
four people deep along the 
sidewalks of King Street to get 
a view of the parade, which fea-
tured military representatives, 
pipes and drums, nonprofit or-
ganizations, local businesses, 
music and dancing.
 Mayor Allison Silberberg led 
the dignitaries in attendance 
on the reviewing stand, which 
included U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-
8), city councilors, Ballyshaners 
officials and Anne Anderson, the 
Republic of Ireland’s ambassa-
dor to the United States.

3

4

1. Musician Pat Garvey sings the national 
anthems of the United States and the Re-
public of Ireland before the start of the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. Ballyshaners chair-
man Michael Pablo (back right), Ballysha-
ners chairman emeritus Pat Troy (in green 
jacket) and Rev. Edward Hathaway of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church (to Troy’s right) are 
among those on the reviewing stand. 
2. The U.S. Army Old Guard Fife and Drum 
Corps revived memories of the Revolution-
ary War with the playing of music from that 
period as it marched down King Street.
3. The City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums 
march in Old Town during the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade.
4. An elegant St Patrick’s parade ride rolls 
through Old Town.
5. Local Irish step dance troupe ShamrockRs 
perform on the back of a moving float.
6. Star Wars stormtroopers opted for kilts 
rather than weapons.
7. Bolivian dance ensemble Tinkus Cocha-
bamba keep up the energy.
8. Cheerleaders from the William Ramsay 
Recreation Center perform.
9. The Kena Shriners of Fairfax drive in for-
mation on King Street. The Masonic group 
supports Shriners Hospitals for Children to 
help improve the lives of children.

5
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Weekly Words 9 Two-footers
10  Like some narrow streets
11 Bowling alley button
12 33, 45 or 78 (Abbr.)
13 Opera solo
14 Lash enhancer
15 Ancient Britons
16 Roth savings plan
17 Shutout score, in Britain
18 Mousse alternative
20 Italian province or its capital
23 Concludes
28 Certain garden vegetable
30 In succession
31 Comes closer
33 Makes lumber
35 Deep-space vehicle
36 “The ___ Sanctum”
37 Shrewd
38 Foundation of broken stones
39 “Stop it, already!”
40 Like some spaceflights
42 Consumed
44 Barely get by (with “out”)
47 Special ___ (military force)
48 Heavy farm cart
49 Wash up
51 Crime involving fire
52 Fence support
53 Drive-in movie unit
54 Homeric epic
57 Whale of a constellation
59 Make into law
61 British noble
62 Eyes inappropriately
65 Kerosene source
68 “Arsenic and Old  ___”
69 Makes use of
70 Former Archbishop o
    Canterbury Thomas
71 “Jeopardy!” contestants, e.g.
72 Finished
74 Kuwait City VIP
76 Confirm a minister
77 Momma’s man
78 Internet messages
79 Desert gross
80 “Goodness ___ alive!”
81 Thorny plants
82 Loudness increaser, at a concert
84 72 on a golf course, often
85 Was in a race
88 Cur
90 Kind of Web search
93 Bacteriologist’s study
94 Siouan speakers
95 Extinct birds
96 Seniors no more
98 Highlanders, e.g.
100 Mustard choice
102 “And ___ there were none”
104 Cork’s country
107 Two tablets, often
108 “Iliad” warrior
109 Myanmar currency unit
110 “___ be an honor”
111 Cow’s sound
112 “Babe” star
113 “Acid” used in some trips
115 Dinner scrap
116 Negative replies
117 Coffee holder

MOVE IT OR LOSE IT By Kyle Kelly
ACROSS
1 Bean or peanut
7 Ann ___, Mich.
12 Strengthening or bolstering
   (with “up”)
19 Starting point
20 Glowing
21 Place for a “little house”
22 Be a spoiler
24  Umpire’s flub
25  “Guinness World Records” suffix
26 Penny
27 Fancy pitcher
29 Part of a play
30 Escort through the door
32 Given fact
34 Tomato jelly, e.g.
38 Fills a gap
41 Simple to do
43 Feature of a wedding cake
45 “Messenger” compound
46 Absolutely ridiculous
47 Feedbag tidbit
48 Move it, in a way
50 Cornbread
51 Enough to be noticed
55 Busy as ___
56 Stumble upon
58 Name on a “Wanted” poster
59 Each companion
60 Eternal
61 Mention (with “up”)
62 ___ in a million
63 Advanced college degree
64 Rugrats
66 Pie-mode link
67 Birdbath organism
69 Organization for lawyers
72 Exact payment from
73 Biblical king

75 Room recesses
77 River to the Rio Grande
80 Pago Pago’s place
81 Churchill Downs, e.g.
83 Arab League member
84 Radar or rotor, e.g.
86 Flood control device
87 Heart-helping implant
89 Dangerous snake
90 Bundle binder
91 “The ___ and the Pendulum”
92 DoubleStuf, e.g.
93 As good as it gets
95 “Little Red Book” adherents
97  Straighten tires
99 Slaw, fries, etc.
101 Runner on a plant
103 Become more mature
105 Old Italian money unit
106 Use a tow truck
107 N. ___ (Fargo’s state, for short)
110 Jeopardize
114 Help with recall
118 Drudges
119 King in “A Midsummer Night’s 
    Dream”
120 Seasickness, e.g.
121 Husky’s load
122 Aeries, e.g.
123 Take into the body

DOWN
1 Mine bonanza
2 Memorable parts of history
3 Central point
4 “Blech!”
5 A geological epoch
6 Group of nine
7 Cigarette leftover
8 Greek “P”

HENRY A. ALFORD (73), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
March 2, 2016
MARJORIE L. BELKOSKI 
(83), of Alexandria, 
February 29, 2016
DR. WILLIAM J. BINDER (94), 
of Alexandria, March 4, 2016
JACQUELINE A. DECOLA (63), 
of Alexandria, March 3, 2016
JOHN R. DOBBYN (87), of 
Alexandria, February 26, 2016
MARY F.C. HARRIS (100),  
of Alexandria, March 4, 2016

CHRISTOPHER G. HESS 
(55), of Alexandria, 
February 29, 2016
JOHN F.C. KENNEY (90), 
of Alexandria, February 17, 
2016
MARY MEEK (94), of 
Alexandria, March 3, 2016
JOHN M. ROYAL (67),  
of Alexandria, March 7, 
2016
DOROTHY L. SIMPSON 
(88), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 1, 2016

 Mr. Bill Lock, Jr., age 79, 
retired U.S. Army veteran, 
passed away Sunday, February 
28, 2016 at North Florida Re-
gional Medical Center.  A native 
of Jennings, Fla., he served in 
the U.S. Army for more than 20 
years, retiring with the rank of 
CW2.  Mr. Lock moved to Lake 
City, Fla., from Alexandria, 
11 years ago. His memory will 
live on in the hearts of his wife: 
Norma J. Lock, Lake City, Fla., 
two sons; William Lock, Carlos 
Lock, both of Evansville, Ind., 
daughter; Demetria (Michael) 
Proctor, Bourbonnais, Il. Five 
step-children; Michael (Sonia) 
Palmer, Robert Williams, all 
of Reading, England, Jennifer 

(Louis) Stone, Stafford, Va., 
Deborah Stoute, London, Eng-
land, siblings; Betty P. Morris, 
Jennings, Fla., Rev. Willie C. 
(Mary) Lock, Chiefland, Fla., 
Billy R. Lock, Apopka, Fla., nu-
merous grandchildren and other 
relatives.
 A Celebration of Life will be 
held 11 a.m., Saturday, March 12, 
2016 at Shiloh Baptist Church, 
Archer, Fla., Rev. Willie C. 
Lock, Officiating.  
 Visitation Friday Chestnut 
Memorial Chapel 2 to 7 p.m. 
and on Saturday one hour be-
fore the Service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the care of Chestnut 
Funeral Home, 18 N.W. 8th Av-
enue, Gainesville, FL, 32601.

Bill Lock, Jr. 
Obituaries
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Classifieds
ABC NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
PARKER-GRAY DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, March 23, 
2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on the following applications
CASE BAR2016-0041
Request for alterations at 917 Princess 
St. 
APPLICANT: Third Baptist Church 
Consideration of proposed updates 
to chapters of the Design Guidelines 
to reflect the 2012 Parker-Gray 
amendments.
Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Planning and Zoning, City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
 (703) 746-4666.

LEGAL NOTICE AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS MARCH 6, 2016

ADOPTION
We are praying for a newborn to love. Open hearted, loving couple wishing you would 
call….Authorized Medical/Legal expenses paid. Call Lisa & Frank 1-855-236-7812. 

AUCTIONS 
“Auction” Liquidation of all Farm Equipment Saturday March 12 @ 10:00 A.M. 
Gray Auctions Yard 14089 Robinson Rd, Stony Creek, VA 23882 www.graycoservices.
com Call Joe 804-943-3506 VAAL#1104

“One of VA’s Largest Consignment Auctions” Sat., March 26 @ 9:00 A.M Gray 
Auctions Yard, 14089 Robinson Rd, Stony Creek, VA 23882. www.graycoservices.com 
Call Joe 804-943-3506 VAAL#1104

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office Assistant! 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  Training & Job Placement available at CTI!  HS Diploma/
GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

FARM/LIVESTOCK
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com 

FOSTER CARE
Almost 6,000 children in Virginia foster care. FOSTER FAMILIES ARE NEEDED!  
PLEASE CALL 540-613-5120 or VISIT www.ncgtfc.com

HELP WANTED 
The Virginia Press Association seeks a dynamic leader to chart our course 
for the future. Anticipating the retirement of our long-time executive director, we’re 
searching for a trailblazer to build on past success, while addressing the challenges 
facing our members in the 21st century. The next executive director will help define 
and implement VPA’s mission in a changing business environment. The candidate will 
work with the board, full-time staff, members, and others to create new opportunities 
for growth. This position will require detailed business planning skills, goal-setting, 
establishing measurable objectives, accurate cost estimates, and task deadlines.

Duties include: member relations, engagement and development; government 
relations and lobbying; sales, marketing and fundraising; community and industry 
relations; public speaking; programming and event planning; staff, P&L and 
administrative management. Meaningful experience in each is a job requirement, 
as are strong communication skills, superior organizational ability, and professional 
polish. We will show preference to candidates with a background in journalism and 
media issues, association management, or government relations.

If interested, please send cover letter, resume and salary history and expectations to 
Marisa Porto, president, VPA Board of Directors, at mporto@dailypress.com.
Applications must be received by Tuesday, March 15.

HELP WANTED / FOREMAN
DMM Certified Surface Foreman-Richmond area contractor seeking DMM 
Certified Surface Foreman for overburden removal, Richmond and surrounding areas. 
Good driving record. Drug test req’d. andy@stanleycon.com 804-798-8354

HELP WANTED / MECHANICS
Heavy Equipment Diesel Mechanic-Richmond area contractor seeking a mechanic 
with Cat, Komatsu, Volvo equipment experience. Good driving record. Drug test req’d. 
andy@stanleycon.com 804-798-8354

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; 
Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400
67 Driver Trainees needed! No CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be Job ready in as little as 
20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131

Heavy Haul Truck Driver - Richmond area Contractor seeking a heavy haul lowboy 
driver. Experienced preferred.  Good driving record.  Drug test req’d.  andy@stanleycon.
com 804-798-8354

MISCELLANEOUS 
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start here with hands 
on training for FAA certification.  Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-204-4130. 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS MUST GO perfect for home & Garages Lowest Prices, MAKE 
OFFER and LOW Monthly Payments on remaining cancelled orders 20x24, 25x30, 
30x44, 35x60 CALL 757-301-8885 Nicole 

VACATION RENTAL

One of the Top Oceanfront 
Resorts in Virginia Beach

Discover Modern Comforts
at Oceanaire 

Oceanaire Resort Hotel
3421 Atlantic Avenue
Virginia Beach, VA  23451

RENTAL BY OWNERS –
James Henson and Elsie Henson
JULY 1, 2016 – JULY 8, 2016
(202) 639-6894 (Day)
(703) 888-0666 (Day and Evening)

One of the newest oceanfront hotels 
in Virginia Beach. Aqua indoor pool 
and deck area with full bar service; 
complimentary in-room high-speed 
internet access; 10th floor lounge 
and sun deck; three pools (two out-
doors, one indoor). A 17th floor ocean 
view fitness center. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and drinks at Tortugas Café 
and Tiki Bar. Unit has fully-equipped 
kitchen, kids’ game room and busi-
ness center. Shopping, entertain-
ment and charming local cuisine are 
just a few steps away.

HELP WANTED
Part Time Admin Assistant- 
Front Desk
Dr’s office needs front desk assis-
tant for busy friendly office. Skills in 
answering phones, make appoint-
ments, post charges & payments. 
Must have knowledge of computers, 
use of Medical Manager system help- 
ful. Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 - 
5:00 in Alexandria Mt Vernon area.  
Part time only need apply. 
Please contact Office Manager at 
dermalexwb1@gmail.com with the 
subject line “resume”.
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Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we 

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

ComInG Soon
Dyes Oakcrest

Expanded colonial with two-story addition which includes 
on the first floor a kitchen/family room that leads to the 
deck and on second floor a master bedroom, large bath 
and walk-in closet. Total of three bedrooms, three and a 
half baths, finished lower level and off-street parking.   

For SaLe
5300 Holmes Run Pky #718 – Greenhouse

Sunny western exposure, lovely view over courtyard, 
gardens and tennis courts from this 7th floor updated 
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo. Wood floors in public spaces, 
quartz counters, baths updated, two walk-in closets in 
master bedroom. Washer and dryer, assigned garage 
parking. Offered at $259,900

Donna Cramer, former softball player, and proud sponsor  
of T.C. Williams 2016 Girls Softball Team

2016 VarSIty SoFtbaLL SCheDuLe

Date oPPonent SIte tIme
3/10 Thomas Jefferson Home 6:00 p.m.
3/14 St. Stephen’s Away 4:30 p.m.
3/16 George Mason Home 6:00 p.m.
3/19 Northern Durham (NC) Away 2:00 p.m.
3/21 Voyager (NC) Away 4:30 p.m.
3/22 Roxboro (NC) Away 4:30 p.m.
3/30 West Potomac Home 6:30 p.m.
4/1 Annandale Home 6:30 p.m.
4/5 South County Away 6:30 p.m.
4/8 West Springfield Home 6:30 p.m.
4/12 Mt. Vernon Home 6:30 p.m.

Date oPPonent SIte tIme
4/13 Edison Away 6:30 p.m.
4/15 WT Woodson Away 6:00 p.m.
4/18 Washington-Lee Home 6:00 p.m.
4/19 Lake Braddock Away 6:30 p.m.
4/21 West Potomac Away 6:30 p.m.
4/26 Annandale Away 6:30 p.m.
4/29 South County Home 6:30 p.m.
5/3 West Springfield Away 6:30 p.m.
5/6 Mt. Vernon Away 6:30 p.m.
5/10 Woodson Home 6:30 p.m.
5/12 Lake Braddock Home 6:30 p.m.

For more information visit www.tcwilliamsathletics.org


