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Officials: Conversation is 
just beginning
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Torpedo Factory Art 
Center board approved the rec-
ommendations from a consul-
tant’s report Monday night, but 
several board members and oth-
er artists lamented the potential 
impact the changes will make. 
The following evening, the Al-
exandria Commission for the 
Arts followed suit.
 Consulting firm The Cul-
tural Planning Group released 
a controversial report calling for 
the creation of a new, indepen-
dent and self-appointing board 
of directors for the celebrated 
art center, which is headquar-
tered in a city-owned building. 
Its other recommendations were 
to streamline the management 
structure under one nonprofit 
organization, create a compel-
ling vision for the center and de-
fine a new relationship between 
TFAC and the city.
 A revised report released 
January 31 would save the Tor-
pedo Factory Artists Associa-
tion from complete dissolution 
under the management stream-
lining, which the report initially 
recommended. But its influence 
on the management of the center 
could be reduced.
 The board’s vote on the 
recommendations and analy-
sis done by CPG reflected dis-

agreement on the report’s find-
ings. The Times reported in 
February on an apparent split 
between artists and non-artists 
on the proposals and the future 
direction of the center.
 A motion to create a self-ap-
pointing board was approved by 
the TFAC board 8-5; the man-

agement streamlining passed 
6-5-2 with a percentage of resi-
dent artists designated to the 
board; the creation of a compel-
ling vision went through 12-0-1; 
and the vote on a new relation-
ship passed 7-6. The analysis 
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The Torpedo Factory Art Center board and the Alexandria Commis-
sion for the Arts both approved the recommendations of consultants 
CPG at separate meetings on Monday and Tuesday night.

Torpedo Factor y board, 
arts commission approve 
recommendations

Increase of 3 cents floated 
after residents advocate for 
schools funding at hearing
BY ERICH WAGNER

 City councilors voted unani-
mously Tuesday night to ad-
vertise a maximum property 
tax rate increase of up to 3 
cents per $100 of assessed 
value, for a total maximum tax 
rate of $1.073.
 The increase is two cents 
above what was initially pro-
posed by City Manager Mark 
Jinks in his fiscal 2017 budget 
proposal, and one cent above 
an optional increase Jinks out-
lined when he unveiled the fis-
cal roadmap.
 City councilors cited a pub-
lic hearing held Monday on the 
city’s proposed fiscal 2017 bud-
get, which saw parents come out 

in droves to support filling the 
budget gap between Alexandria 
City Public Schools’ funding 
request and what was included 
in Jinks’ budget, most of which 
exists in the 10-year capital im-
provement plan and includes 
$8.3 million proposed for a cen-
tralized pre-school program.
 Those parents feared that 
not fully funding ACPS, and 
its capital budget in particu-
lar, would lead to further de-
lays to long-needed school 
upgrades, like those planned 
for Douglas MacArthur El-
ementary School. 
 “When we first came to  
MacArthur, there was mold in 
the kindergarten classrooms,” 
said Crystal Gaines, president 
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Council raises 
tax ceiling

Tax Rate Increase Effective Bill Increase

No increase $121

1 cent $171

2 cents $221

3 cents $271
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$589,000
HUNTINGTON MEWS

Gorgeous 5 year  
old home with  
quality finishes 
just 1/2 mile from 
METRO and min-
utes to Old Town!
3-4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 finished levels, attached 
2 car garage. Open 
floor plan, tall ceilings, 
gas fireplace, gourmet 
kitchen. Luxurious Mas-
ter bath, walk-in closets 
in all bedrooms. Entry 
level den/4th bedroom 
with full bath.

$1,645,000 

$ 799,000

OLD TOWN

BRADDOCK COVE

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,  
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 full baths, 2 fireplaces, random width wood floors 
and custom built-ins. Spacious lower level with tall ceilings. 

Roof top deck and beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond. 

Beautifully updated and move-In ready on  
a quiet cul de sac!

4 bedrooms (all upper), 3 baths, over 3,200 sq. ft. on 3 finished 
levels. New kitchen, family room with fireplace & huge lower level 

recreation room. 2 decks are perfect for chill in’ & grilling’!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

CHAPEL HILL BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
$1,399,000 $854,000

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a 
3  car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring 
ceilings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining 

room, spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite.

Fabulous renovation and expansion  
with contemporary f lare!

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, approx. 2100 sq. ft. of living space on 2 levels. Open 
floor plan with tall ceilings, abundant windows and rich hardwood floors. 
Living room with fireplace, kitchen with heated floors, SS appliances & 

granite counters and beautiful baths with Travertine marble. Fenced yard. 

Coming Soon
IVY HILL 

Stately brick colonial on a dead end street 
1 mile from King St. METRO!

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, living room with fireplace & family 
room with wet bar. Lower level recreation room with full 
bath and storage room. Lovely yard with patio, manicured 

lawn and off street parking.
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  Wishing You A 
Happy St. Patricks Day!

Christine Roland Garner

Happy St. Patricks Day!
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

 Four Directions Wellness 
just recently opened its doors 
in Del Ray. Its founder, Mara 
Benner, is pleased to welcome 
everyone to its wellness of-
ferings. After 30 years in the 
health care field, Mara, along 
with so many others, now real-
ize that health and wellness are 
more than your annual health 
examination or a doctor’s ap-
pointment for a single physical 
symptom. It is about the whole 
of you — your body, mind, 
emotions and spirit, or your 
personal four directions.
 Through Four Directions 
Wellness, Mara is affiliated 
with the George Washington 
Center for Integrative Medi-
cine and has wellness offer-
ings supporting the “whole 
person” concept. Her well-
ness offerings are best suited 
for individuals who are:
•  Seeking techniques to re-

duce stress or anxiety
•  Undergoing significant life 

transitions
•  Coping with chronic illness
•  Preparing for surgery
•  Have a longing but need 

help to identify it
•  Optimizing their health and 

wellness

•  Seeking self-exploration
 Four Directions Wellness 
offers individual sessions, 
group sessions, classes 
and consulting services on 
adoption of “whole person” 
care. Please take a moment 
to email Mara for a consul-
tation to determine if the 
services are right for you! 
Visit the website for more 
information on the specific 
sessions, classes and other 
opportunities.
 Or come and visit us for 
Mindfulness Mondays be-
tween noon and 1 p.m., when 
Mara offerings free relax-
ation techniques to the Alex-
andria community. 

Four Directions Wellness, 
2001 Mount Vernon Ave., 
Alexandria, info@fourdi-

rectionswellness.com

Four Directions Wellness

Port City Profile

703-310-6742  • www.conklyns.com

Gorgeous Flowers Delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

product discount when you 
mention code Times YR201610%

•Easter •Birthday  
•Anniversary •Wedding
•Mother’s Day
•Get Well •New Baby 
•Arlington Cemetery
•“I’m sorry”

NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

‘Mercy Street’ to return for second season on PBS

City students among winners of C-SPAN video documentary 

 PBS and its Hampton 
Roads, Va. affiliate WHRO an-
nounced March 9 that the series 
“Mercy Street,” based in Al-
exandria during the Civil War, 
will return for a second season.
 The first season, which 
was filmed in Richmond and 
premiered on January 17, took 
place in spring 1862 and was 
based at the Mansion House 
Hotel on the grounds of the 
Carlyle House, which was com-
mandeered as a Union hospital.
 The series in the Union-
occupied Port City brought 
together stories of civilians, 
female volunteers, doctors, 
wounded soldiers, free, en-

slaved and contraband blacks 
among others. Officials said the 
series premiere, part of PBS’ 
first original drama in a de-
cade, had an audience of more 
than 5.7 million viewers.
 The second season picks 
up directly from the dramatic 
events at the end of the season 
one finale, continuing to ex-
plore the growing chaos within 
Alexandria, the complicated 
interpersonal relationships, the 
increasingly precarious posi-
tion of the Green family and the 
changing predicament of the 
burgeoning black population.
 Characters returning for 
season two include nurse Mary 

Phinney (played by Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead), Dr. Jede-
diah Foster (Josh Radnor) and 
Emma Green (Hannah James) 
among others.
 “The success of season 
one of ‘Mercy Street’ proves 
how captivating this series is 
and how viewers have identi-
fied and connected with the 
characters’ lives, even during 
a much different time in our 
nation’s history” said execu-
tive producer David Zucker 
in a statement. “We are look-
ing forward to continuing to 
expand on these important 
themes with the next season.”

- Chris Teale

 Three students from T.C. 
Williams High School were 
honored Monday with an hon-
orable mention in C-SPAN’s 
national 2016 StudentCam 
competition.
 Jonathan Ibarra, Drew Jones 
and Rubaiyat Rhidoy won $250 
from the channel for their docu-
mentary, entitled, “The Cost of 
Justice,” about for-profit prisons.
 The national competition, 
now in its 12th year, invites 
middle school and high school 
students to produce a five-to-
seven minute documentary on 
a national policy issue.

 This year, students used 
video cameras to address the 
theme, “Road to the White 
House: What’s the issue you 
most want candidates to dis-
cuss during the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign?” 
 C-SPAN received a record 
2,887 video submissions in re-
sponse from almost 6,000 stu-
dents in 45 states and Wash-
ington, D.C.
 “With the presidential cam-
paign in the forefront of people’s 
minds, we wanted to hear from 
students across the country 
about the issues that matter to 

them,” said Craig McAndrew, 
C-SPAN’s manager of education 
relations, in a statement. “Stu-
dentCam provides these young 
people, many of whom are too 
young to vote, with a platform to 
express their opinions and have 
their voices heard.”
 The most popular topic 
chosen by students was the 
economy. Nineteen percent of 
entries were about issues af-
fecting the economy such as 
poverty, homelessness and the 
minimum wage, followed by 
equality, then education.

- Chris Teale

LEARNING TO LEAD Susan Carroll, CEO of Inova Alexandria Hospital (left), addresses the 2016 
Women’s Leadership Forum on March 11, sponsored by the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce. The 
theme of the forum was courage. Carroll led a breakout session entitled “Courage to Grow in a Busi-
ness;” city realtor Sue Goodhart led a session called “Courage to start your own business;” and Jane 
Gandee of ServiceMaster NCR ran one called “Courage to run a business.” Elsewhere, Megan Beyer, 
wife of U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8), spoke about women in the corporate world and their experiences 
when her husband was Ambassador to Switzerland, while keynote speaker Nancy Belmont spoke 
about courageous leadership. The audience also heard from chamber president and CEO Joe Hag-
gerty; Gin Kinneman, chair of the Alexandria Chamber Professional Women’s Network, and Mayor 
Allison Silberberg. Silberberg, Haggerty and Belmont are pictured at right.

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR COURTESY PHOTO
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CRIME

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between March 9 and March 16.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

3 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 2 BURGLARIES

26 THEFTS 11 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

15 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE

3 VEHICLE
THEFTS

2 ROBBERIES

 

 

Top off the day and 
light up your night    
with  a new Lamp! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

City public safety employees honored for interventions

Man robbed on Duke Street after suspect implied weapon

City resident convicted for taking indecent liberties with minor

 The Alexandria Crisis In-
tervention Team honored five 
members at its annual awards 
luncheon at the Alexandria 
Police Department headquar-
ters on Tuesday. Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg, City Manager 
Mark Jinks, Police Chief Earl 
Cook, Sheriff Dana Lawhorne 
and Fire Chief Robert Dubé 
were among the dignitaries to 
recognize the honorees.
 Officer Tarek Helmy was 
named CIT Officer of the Year 
for his assistance to a disruptive 
and disorderly woman, who be-
gan to trust him and eventually 
revealed her true name to him. 
Sheriff’s Deputy Darold Craw-

ford was named CIT Deputy of 
the Year for his keen observa-
tions and quick interactions with 
a suicidal inmate in the Critical 
Care Mental Health Unit at the 
William G. Truesdale Adult De-
tention Center. 
 Paramedic Chip Myers was 
named CIT Medic of the Year 
for using his CIT training and 
skills to more effectively as-
sist patients he encounters, 
while public safety commu-
nications officer Kanesha 
Foster was named CIT DEC 
Employee of the Year for suc-
cessfully engaging a suicidal 
caller armed with a gun.
 Finally, Officer Frank Pow-

ers was honored for the CIT 
Intervention of the Year for di-
verting a former U.S. Marine 
suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and suspected of 
property destruction away from 
the criminal justice system and 
into the care of the Veterans 
Administration.
 CIT was developed in 2010 
in collaboration with the city 
department of community and 
human services, the police de-
partment and Sheriff’s office 
to help improve staff interac-
tions and outcomes with per-
sons with mental illness and 
substance use disorders.

- Chris Teale

 Police said a man was robbed 
on Duke Street Sunday after-
noon after another man known 
to the victim implied a weapon.
 Officers from the Alexandria 
Police Department responded to 
the 4600 block of Duke St. at 
around 2:23 p.m. on March 13 

after reports of the robbery. De-
partment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said the two had arranged 
to meet in the area beforehand.
 The suspect stole cash from 
the victim after suggesting he 
had a weapon, although he did 
not display it. Nosal had no fur-

ther details on the incident as of 
press time.
 Anyone with additional 
information is asked to call 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment’s non-emergency number 
at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 An Alexandria man could 
spend more than six years in jail 
after he was convicted March 9 
of three counts of taking inde-
cent liberties with a minor over 
whom he maintained a custodi-
al or supervisory relationship.
 Oscar Antonio Rodriguez 
Granados, 33, was recommended 
by a jury to be sentenced to six 
years and six months in jail as 
well as a $2,500 fine after evi-
dence presented at trial showed 
that he offered to provide work to 
a 15-year-old child he had met just 
two weeks before the offense. 
 After obtaining permission 

from the child’s father to trans-
port the child to inspect the 
work site and return immedi-
ately home, Granados took the 
child inside an empty apartment 
and sexually abused them.
 Granados was convicted 
of three felony counts: sexu-
ally abusing the child; expos-
ing himself to the child; and 
proposing an indecent act to 
the child. The prosecution also 
proved that the defendant had 
custody and control over the 
child at the time these acts were 
committed. Granados will be 
formally sentenced on May 19. 

He is currently being held at the 
William G. Truesdale Alexan-
dria Adult Detention Center. 
 Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jessica Smith pros-
ecuted the matter on the behalf 
of the Commonwealth with the 
assistance of Victim Advocate 
Patricia Benavidez of the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s Victim/
Witness Assistance Program. 
The case was investigated by 
Detective Kevin Thomas of the 
Alexandria Police Department’s 
Criminal Investigations Section, 
Special Victims Unit.

- Chris Teale

®

MD.703 AT_02.2016 _750off_3.6x6.75.indd   1 1/29/2016   10:45:27 AM



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 17, 2016 | 5 

City council unanimously approves 
Ramsey Homes rezoning
Councilors also affirm joint 
work plan with ARHA on 
future of the site
BY CHRIS TEALE

 In a unanimous decision 
Saturday, city council ap-
proved the rezoning and mas-
ter plan amendment for the 
Ramsey Homes site and its 
joint work plan with the Al-
exandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority. The previ-
ously proposed development 
special use permit for the 
property was deferred.
 The joint work plan was 
approved by ARHA’s board 
of directors on March 10 af-
ter a joint work session with 
city councilors, and dictates 
a new timeline for redevelop-
ment proposals for the prop-
erty. In the plan, there is an 
expectation that ARHA staff 
will do further analysis on 
possible alternative devel-
opment options at Ramsey 
Homes, and that ARHA and 
the city will work together 
more closely at every level.
 Previously, ARHA pro-
posed a 53-unit development 
for the 699 N. Patrick St. site 
that would have demolished 
the current 15 units in four 
buildings. The Ramsey Homes 
were built during World War II 
to house black defense work-
ers. Also under consideration 
is a 49-unit so-called “hybrid” 
option that would have saved 
one of the buildings for his-
toric preservation purposes.
 The joint work plan stipu-
lates that analysis will con-
tinue on both the 53-unit and 
49-unit options, and gives staff 
latitude to examine other op-
tions. At the hearing, ARHA 
officials spoke of what they 
hoped would be new coopera-
tion between the authority and 
the city.
 “Essentially, we are open 
to whatever you need,” said 
ARHA board member Sale-
na Zellers. “If you need it, 
ask for it. We’ll give it to 

you, and we’ve assured our 
staff that they need to co-
operate in any way possible 
with city council.”
 As part of that cooperation, 
council’s ARHA work group, 
which includes Vice Mayor 
Justin Wilson and City Coun-
cilor John Chapman alongside 
ARHA officials, will play a 
big role moving forward. Sev-
eral other members of coun-
cil questioned why one or 
two neighbors of the Ramsey 
Homes could not be on the 
work group, allowing further 
community engagement on the 
future of the site.
 “I think the symbolism of 
having someone at the table is 
very different than you calling 
up, inviting people or sitting 
there listening to the conver-
sation,” said City Councilor 
Paul Smedberg. “It’s just very 
different. … I think there’s a 
lot to be said for having some-
one actually sit at the table for 
these things.”
 City planning director Karl 
Moritz agreed, noting that 
without greater community 
involvement, the project would 
not succeed. Moritz added that 
community-based charrettes 
might be an option to help en-
gage more and more people in 
the process.
 Several residents who 

spoke before council at the 
hearing spoke of the need for 
affordable housing in the city, 
something with which city 
councilors agreed and prom-
ised to continue to address.
 “The question we must ask 
is how committed is the city of 
Alexandria to the issue of af-
fordable housing?” asked Ingris 
Moran of Tenants and Workers 
United. “If the difficulty and 
sluggish pace of the Ramsey 
Homes agreements tell us any-
thing, it is telling of a city that 
is not doing enough to address 
the housing issues faced by our 
poor, by our elderly and our 
communities of color.”
 “It’s time for our city coun-
cil and mayor to prove their 
previous verbal commitments 
to affordable housing with 
concrete action,” said Rev. Jo 
Belser of the Church of the 
Resurrection on North Beau-
regard Street.
 Meanwhile, neighbors spoke 
of their desire to maintain a di-
verse neighborhood with afford-
able housing, especially close 
to amenities like the Braddock 
Road Metro station and the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, among others.
 “We want the diversity,” said 
Judy Noritake, president of the 

SEE RAMSEY HOMES | 14

FILE PHOTO
City council unanimously approved the master plan amendment and 
rezoning for the Ramsey Homes at a public hearing. At the hearing, 
city councilors and ARHA officials promised to keep working together 
on the project.
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and recommendations of CPG 
then were accepted by a 7-6 
margin.
 An additional motion by for-
mer state delegate and Torpedo 
Factory co-founder Marian van 
Landingham to allow the execu-
tive committees of TFAC, TFAA 
and The Art League to continue 
joint meetings to discuss a path 
forward passed 7-1-5. The votes 
at the arts commission had larger 
majorities of support, and in-
cluded a motion identical to van 
Landingham’s that also passed.
 While board president 
Mike Detomo emphasized the 
report and the votes are just the 
start of a long process, TFAA 
representative and TFAC 
board member Ann Patterson 
expressed her dismay.
 “It’s heartbreaking, person-
ally, as an elected member of 
the artists’ community to see 
what’s happening here tonight,” 
she said.
 Several board members 

criticized the decision to create 
an independent, self-appointing 
board. The board would be freed 
from city council control — al-
beit with council’s agreement to 
repeal the resolution that created 
the board — but van Landing-
ham said she was concerned the 
new organization would not be 
representative of all constituent 
groups at the Torpedo Factory.
 The lack of artist represen-
tation worried several board 
members and attendees who 
spoke at the meeting’s public 
comment period. They said 
since the artists had helped 
build the center into one of the 
region’s premier art destina-
tions, they should retain some 
influence in how it is run.
 “The CPG plan would dis-
solve the strong synergy be-
tween the artists, the communi-
ty and the city,” said artist Cindy 
Packard Richmond.
 The agreement for a certain 
percentage of artists to be rep-
resented on the new board was 
added as an amendment by board 
member Eric Nelson, with a final 

TORPEDO FACTORY        
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Spring
Set The Table For

PLUS SHOP OUR SPRING CLEARANCE 
SPECIALS TODAY! 

save up to  25%
on our handcrafted furniture

ALEXANDRIA SHOWROOM • 795 DUKE STREET • 571.321.7495 • POMPY.COM

POMPANOOSUC MILLS
FINE HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE SINCE 1973

number to be decided later.
 The arts commission looked 
to solidify artist representation 
with its own recommendation, 
which was approved Tuesday 
night after a memo by the com-
mission’s executive committee 
outlined its recommendations 
based on CPG’s findings.
 The commission voted to 
approve the independent self-
appointing board, but recom-
mended a transition board be 
constituted to include the presi-
dent of the TFAA and the execu-
tive director of The Art League 
as non-voting members. That 
transition board is recommend-
ed to be in place for between six 
months and one year, and to be 
made up of members not previ-
ously involved with TFAC but 
who have experience in arts and 
nonprofit organizations.
 At the arts commission’s 
public hearing on the topic, 
several TFAC board members 
extolled the value of an inde-
pendent board that would not 

PHOTOS/CLIFF1066 - FLICKR
The report provided to the Torpedo Factory earlier 
this year recommends creating an independent, 
self-appointing board, streamlining management, 
building a compelling vision and defining a new rela-
tionship between TFAC and the city.

PHOTO/GEORGE
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Char le s Sumpter
President, The Sumpter Initiative, LLCChange, One Initiative at A Time

of the Douglas MacArthur El-
ementary School Parent Teacher 
Association. “The following 
year, we lost the teacher’s lounge 
to create a new classroom due 
to being over capacity. In 2012 
and 2013, the band moved into a 
physical education storage closet 
for two years, although it is now 
in a learning cottage in a tempo-
rary space.
 “[In] 2015, the school board 
proposed a new building. That 
needs to occur on time. It is time 
to forget the Band-Aid fixes put 
in place [in recent years], and 
that means we need a swing 
space [while the school is under 
construction.]”
 “My family and many others 
at [Matthew] Maury Elementa-
ry School willingly contributed 
private funding [last year] for 
the installation of a proper play-
ground, and we thank you and 
the city for your contribution to 
that project,” said Matthew Carr, 
a Maury parent. “We’re blessed 
to have the ability to do that, but 
the adequate funding of school 
facilities is your responsibility. 
It is disappointing that we’re 
still being told that portions of 
ACPS’ reasonable budget re-
quest are not ready for funding.”
 City council is required to 
advertise a maximum tax rate 
increase weeks before a final 
decision is made on the budget.
 Under a 1-cent tax hike, the 
average homeowner will see 
their tax bill rise by $171 over last 
year, but under a 3-cent increase, 
that bill would jump by $271.
 Mayor Allison Silberberg 
opened the discussion Tuesday 
by suggesting that city council-
ors consider the options Jinks 
laid out for a 2-cent tax increase.
 “We have had meetings with 
the schools, and the schools are 
in need of our help,” Silberberg 
said. “When students are in 
hallways trying to learn, it’s not 
just unfortunate: it’s really unac-
ceptable. With deferred mainte-
nance, deferred infrastructure 
and all kinds of issues that we’re 
facing, I would suggest to my 
colleagues that we consider 
that second cent [tax increase] 

to be primarily focused on our 
schools to help them if possible.”
 But Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son proposed a tax rate increase 
ceiling of 3 cents, and argued 
that council should use the ad-
ditional funds to help tackle 
the city’s lagging infrastructure 
needs, both schools-related and 
otherwise.
 “I remain very concerned 
that we have underinvested in 
capital projects for far too long,” 
he said. “These bills do not get 
smaller; they only get bigger 
over time as we defer projects. 
Regardless of what number we 
put out for consideration over 
the next couple of weeks, it’ll 
be insufficient. But that doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t try.”
 City Councilor Del Pepper 
echoed others’ desire to use 
additional funds to tackle long-
deferred infrastructure projects.
 “The capacity crunch really 
is extraordinary, and we have to 
pay attention to that,” she said. 
“In addition to the schools, we 
have our own city facilities to 
deal with. That’s just mention-
ing two things that need to be 
addressed in this budget, as op-
posed to any other budget.”
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg advocated for funds over 
the 1-cent tax increase proposed 
by Jinks to go to capital invest-
ment.
 “Any increase, if it’s sort of 
targeted toward capital, would 
also give the city manager flex-
ibility on the operating side in 
future years,” Smedberg said. 
“This doesn’t mean to say we 
don’t have operating budget is-

sues, but if we do 2 cents [in tax 
increase] or 2 and a half or 3 or 
whatever it ends up as, we should 

tend to focus on the projects that 
have the most meaning.”
 And City Councilor Wil-
lie Bailey said council should 
tackle the city’s infrastructure 
needs, lest they be remem-
bered for letting Alexandria’s 
buildings crumble.
 “I keep hearing about how 
past councils didn’t make these 
projects a priority and could have 
done better,” Bailey said. “We 
were elected to make the hard 
decisions. Those city councilors 
10 or 15 or 20 years from now 
shouldn’t be saying that we should 
have done it. I don’t want to look 
like I didn’t do the right thing.”
  Silberberg argued that coun-
cilors should stick to a 2-cent 

tax increase at most, but eventu-
ally voted along with the rest of 
council to approve advertising a 
maximum 3-cent tax increase.
 “These projects come at us 
for many years, and it takes 
time to correct, to move our 
course and forge a new path,” 
she said. “One thing I’m mind-
ful of and I think a lot of us are 
is that there are so many folks 
concerned about being taxed 
out of their homes. This is a 
really big concern, and we just 
went through a litany of how 
the tax rate in the last five or six 
years has gone up and many of 
the values of [residents’] homes 
also often went up, which is 
sort of a double tax.”

Any increase, if it’s sort  
of targeted toward capital, 

would also give the city manager 
flexibility on the operating side in 
future years. This doesn’t mean to say 
we don’t have operating budget issues, 
but if we do 2 cents [in tax increase] or 
2 and a half or 3 or what-ever it ends 
up as, we should tend to focus on the 
projects that have the most meaning.”

–City Councilor Paul Smedberg
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 The New Hope Housing 
family homeless shelter at 
8407 Richmond Hwy. received 
a facelift worth $129,000 last 
week courtesy of HomeAid 
Northern Virginia.
 The project was led by Ho-
meAid’s “Builder Captain,” 
construction company Miller 
& Smith and included gut-
ting and renovating the entire 
1980s-era townhome from 
the inside out. Miller & Smith 

covered 91 percent of the costs, 
while 32 trade partners also 
donated labor and resources to 
the project.
 “By setting the bar really 
high, everyone on our team 
walked away saying, ‘Wow, 
this is nice, and this was a real-
ly great experience,’” said Scott 
Alford, vice president of pro-
duction for Miller & Smith, in a 
statement. “When the residents 
move in to what is essentially a 

new home, we hope it will give 
them a new outlook on life, too. 
That’s what really makes tak-
ing on these projects so much 
fun and so worthwhile.”
 The New Hope Housing 
home provides non-time-lim-
ited, permanent supportive 
housing, which means that a 
family — with at least one par-
ent with a disability — will 
pay no more than 30 percent of 
their income in rent while re-

ceiving case management sup-
port for as long as they need it 
or until their children turn 18.
 “Many of the families com-
ing to us have lived disrupted 
lives because of a parent’s dis-
ability, and we provide the 
help and advocacy these par-
ents need so that children can 
remain in local schools and 
receive any education support 
they need,” said Pam Michell, 
executive director of New Hope 

Housing, in a statement. “Sta-
bility is critical to successful 
development, and so many of 
these children would otherwise 
bounce from place to place. 
 “Through this renovation of 
one of our supportive housing 
properties, HomeAid North-
ern Virginia, Miller & Smith 
and its partners have provided 
a local family a residence that 
truly feels like a home, a new 
beginning and a fresh start.”

 An Alexandria man was 
sentenced to 60 days in jail, 
all of which were suspended, 
and fined $200 for petit lar-
ceny on February 22.
 Elton Cansler, 39, alleg-
edly committed petit larceny 
at the SunTrust Bank on 6050 
Rose Hill Drive on Septem-
ber 24, 2015, and then com-
mitted felony assault on a 
police officer at a nearby con-
venience store. The assault 
charge was later dropped by 
local prosecutors.
 According to a timeline of 
events released by the Fair-
fax County Police Depart-
ment, Cansler walked into an 
employee break room at the 

bank at 1:48 p.m., then when 
he was asked to leave, stole 
the manager’s sunglasses 
and walked out.
 Police officers from the 
Franconia District were dis-
patched, and found Cansler 
at a convenience store where 
they attempted to arrest him. 
Cansler handed the sunglass-
es to an officer, but that of-
ficer noticed a knife clipped 
to his pants.
 Cansler attempted to resist 
arrest, whereupon the officer 
removed his Taser and com-
manded the suspect to put his 
hands behind his back, police 
said. But the officer said he 
feared that Cansler’s hands 

were going for his knife, so 
he used the stun device.
 The suspect refused medical 
treatment and refused to speak 
to the magistrate at the Mount 
Vernon District police station. 
Cansler then resisted arrest as 
officer attempted to transport 
him to the Fairfax County Adult 
Detention Center.
 A video had previously 
been released of the Taser be-
ing deployed, but authorities 
said it only showed “part of 
the entire chain of events.” 
The officer who deployed it 
is a seven-year veteran of the 
department, and is currently 
assigned to the Franconia 
District station.

NEWS FROM GREATER ALEXANDRIA | BY CHRIS TEALEOVER THE LINE  
Family homeless shelter on U.S. Route 1 upgraded by HomeAid 
Northern Virginia

Man charged after burglary
and sexual assault on 
Blankenship Street

Local man convicted for petit larceny 
from SunTrust Bank on Rose Hill Drive

 

SHOP LOCAL FIRST 
Find local businesses at 

www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org
703-360-6925

Monthly Networking 
Second Thursday Business Breakfast 

2nd Thursday of each month 
8:00 am to 9:30 am 

Belle Haven Country Club 

MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA  22306 

 A 22-year-old man has been 
charged with burglary, rape and 
providing fake identification to 
law enforcement in a case that 
Fairfax County Police Chief 
Edwin Roessler described as a 
“tragedy for our community.”
 Edwin Ponce Martinez al-
legedly broke into a home on the 
8400 block of Blankenship St. at 
around 3 a.m. February 20 and 
woke the 51-year-old female resi-
dent. The suspect threatened and 
sexually assaulted the victim and 
then fled. The victim was trans-
ported to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries.
 A composite sketch was 
released by authorities shortly 
after, and it was the canvass-
ing of community members 
nearby that police said led them 
to make the arrest of Martinez. 
Capt. Dave Smith, commander 
of the Fairfax County Police 
Department’s major crimes 
division, said members of the 
community told officers about 
a vehicle that loitered regularly 
near the scene of the crime.
 While checking leads on 
February 26, officers with the 
department’s “Bike Team” ap-
proached a parked vehicle with 

multiple people sitting inside 
near Lockheed Boulevard and 
Richmond Highway. Officers 
noticed Martinez was a passen-
ger and arrested him.
 “In this case, from the start, 
we had zero information as to 
who this suspect was,” Roessler 
said at a press conference. “How-
ever, through the skill of our 
patrol officers, our bike officers 
and the best detectives in the na-
tion, we partnered together as we 
always have to determine who 
the suspect was in this case.”
 Martinez is being held with-
out bond at the Fairfax County 
Adult Detention Center.

Edwin Ponce Martinez
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 After finding the eggs the 
bunny left this Easter, where 
are some good places to go with 
the family for brunch, lunch or 
dinner?
 Two dining establishments to 
consider this Easter are Bastille 
and Bistrot Royal. These two hot 
spots are the creation of the dy-
namic owner/chefs, Christophe 
and Michelle Poteaux. 
 Bastille will open 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and offer a three-
course prix fixe brunch for $49. 
Brunch entrees are available 
until 3 p.m. A couple of items 
guaranteed to be a big hit this 
Easter are Eggs Benedict on 
a croissant with two poached 
eggs, smoked salmon and Hol-
landaise sauce, the Brussels-
style waffles or Tarte Flam-
bee. The tarte has an egg on 

Alsatian-style flat bread with 
bacon, caramelized onions 
and creme fraiche. In addition, 
there is the Breakfast Parisien, 
which consists of Parisian-style 
scrambled eggs, bacon, and a 
croissant. 
 At Bastille, consider entrees 
like the Norwegian salmon filet, 
grass-fed Angus beef filet me-
dallions or scallops and creamy 
asparagus risotto. The restau-
rant also has a child-friendly pre 
fixe $19 kids menu for brunch 
and dinner. The kids’ menu 
offers an entree, drink and 
ice cream sundae. Among the 
child-friendly entrees are waf-
flew, grilled cheese, pizza and 
macaroni and cheese.
 Meanwhile, in North Old 
Town, the Poteauxs’ other Al-
exandria venture, Bistrot Royal, 

has a delicious $35 pre fixe, 
three-course menu. One can 
start with French onion soup, 
roasted beets salad, escargot 
Persillade, a terrine of foie gras 
or arugula and orange salad. 
Entrees include grilled flatiron 
steak with eggs, sauteed scal-
lops and asparagus risotto with 
white truffle essence, quiche, 
grilled portobello mushroom, 
Croque Madame, and Eggs 
Benedict and grilled salmon 
with lemon sauce.
 Fontaine Caffe and Creperie 
is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. this 
Easter for brunch. Crepes, quich-
es, vanilla brioche French toast, 
breakfast bruschetta and trout 
are all popular brunch offerings. 
For the under-6 contingent, there 
are three special “kinder treat” 
crepes to chose from, as well as 

a lunch box of peanut butter and 
strawberry jam.
 Looking for a reliably good 
breakfast or brunch, regardless 
of the holiday? Consider Yves 
Bistro at the Hoffman Town 
Center, which always has deli-
cious egg dishes including om-
elettes, different quiches and 
Croque Monsieur and Croque 
Madame. Pancakes and French 
toast are always a good bet.
 In Old Town, Chadwicks has 
an extensive brunch menu that 
has been sating patrons’ palates 
for decades. Favorites include 
the cinnamon brioche French 
toast, pancakes, Eggs Benedict, 
Eggs Chesapeake with crab and 
the three-egg omelet.
 After the Easter egg hunt or 
church, sample to excellent fare 
at one of these spots.

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF
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SE Quadrant  
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Giant revamp in North Old Town approved by council
Councilors approve project 
6-0-1, new residents to be 
denied on-street parking
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 The redevelopment of the 
former Giant in North Old Town 
earned city council’s approval 
Saturday, but tempers flared 
briefly over the prohibition of 
on-street parking permits for 
new residents at the property. 
The application passed 6-0-1, 
with City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg abstaining.
 When the planning commis-
sion recommended approval of 
the project earlier this month, it 
removed the condition that new 
residents be denied on-street 
parking permits, but councilors 
kept the condition and bemoaned 
the lack of a coherent policy gov-
erning on-street parking.
 After a recommendation 
from the Old Town Area Park-
ing study group, developments 
are assessed on a case-by-case 
basis to decide whether residents 
will be allowed to apply and re-
ceive on-street parking permits 
where sufficient off-street park-
ing is offered.

 Last year, the redevelop-
ment of both Robinson Termi-
nal properties on the waterfront 
was approved with the condi-
tion that residents of the new 
properties would not receive 
on-street permits given the pro-
vision of off-street parking.
 “We’re going to continue to 
have this tension every single 
time on every single develop-
ment project in a [parking] dis-
trict,” said Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson.
 “We’ve been talking about 
this issue for six-plus years,” 

said Smedberg. “It creates so 
much inequity. We do one-
offs, the will is going to be 
here to put it back in for po-
litical reasons, then we’ve got 
a one-off and we’re going to 
come back with a policy. What 
is so complicated by setting up 
new districts that have unifor-
mity and consistency? I just 
don’t understand why it is so 
difficult for us to tackle this is-
sue. I just do not get it.”
 Several residents urged 
council to maintain the ban 
on residents of the new de-

velopment applying for on-
street parking permits. Bert 
Ely, vice-president of the Old 
Town Civic Association, said 
it forces developments to cater 
to everyone’s parking needs 
without putting pressure on 
already-crowded street spaces.
 “Such bans are very legiti-
mate for this reason: it forces 
the developer to meet all the 
parking needs for its project on 
the site of the project and not 
basically shift it off elsewhere 
in the area,” he said.
 Property owner Edens re-
quested the redevelopment of 
two parcels of land comprising 
an entire city block. The site is 
bounded by First Street to the 
north, North Pitt Street to the 
east, Montgomery Street to the 
south and North Saint Asaph 
Street to the west.
 In place of the former gro-
cery store, which closed last 
year, and a still-open Virginia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
store and offices, the project 
would include 232 multi-fam-
ily residential units, 51,000 
square feet of commercial 
space on the ground floor 
and 481 underground parking 
spaces. Nine of the residential 
units would be designated as 
affordable.
 Under the plan, the maxi-
mum building height at the 
property would increase from 
50 to 77 feet, with the heights of 
buildings set to vary between 
27 and 77 feet. The property 
also would be rezoned from 

its current commercial general 
zone to a coordinated develop-
ment district zone.
 The project received plenty 
of support from those who tes-
tified before council, includ-
ing from Scott Shaw, a board 
member at the Alexandria 
Economic Development Part-
nership. Shaw said the $50 
million in expected tax rev-
enue would be a great boon 
for the area, and as the owner 
of a software company in the 
neighborhood, he was excited 
that he and his employees 
would have more options for 
food and other amenities.
 “This project is a catalyst 
for the north end of Old Town, 
which desperately needs it,” 
Shaw said. “From all measures 
that we look at, this is a flash-
ing green light for us.”
 That theme of the area be-
ing boosted was continued by 
Tom Soapes, the president of 
the North Old Town Indepen-
dent Citizens’ Association.
 “The proposed redevelop-
ment offers the promise of 
socially and economically re-
vitalizing this block by bring-
ing neighborhood retail and 
restaurants and new residents 
to the area,” he said. “This will 
no longer be a dead zone on the 
evenings and weekends.”
 But some raised concerns 
about the perceived lack of 
community engagement on the 
project, which has taken place 
in parallel with discussions 
about revamping the neighbor-
hood’s small area plan.
 “The city’s relentless pres-
sure on government agencies 
to approve projects is severe-
ly straining the integrity of 
your government employees 
and marginalizing public in-
put,” said local resident Bud 
Marston.
 Attorney Cathy Puskar of 
law firm Walsh, Colucci, Lube-
ley & Walsh, which represents 
the applicant, rejected those 
claims. She noted five well-
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New residents at the 232 
residential units slated for con-
struction will be barred from 
applying for on-street parking 
permits, as the development by 
Edens provides what councilors 
and city staff determined is suf-
ficient off-street parking.
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SPORTS

Ireton cheerleaders cel-
ebrate multiple successes 
at CCA tournament
BY CHRIS TEALE
 For every football and 
basketball game, the Bishop 
Ireton cheerleading squad 
must learn around 60 cheers 
with which to rouse specta-
tors, in addition to a halftime 
routine that combines cheer-
ing, dancing and acrobatics.
 Not only are those routines 
for entertainment and improv-
ing the cheerleaders’ skills, 
but they also build toward the 
Cardinals’ efforts in region-
al and national competitive 
cheerleading competitions.
 The work that started last 
summer paid off February 
27, as Ireton won first place 
in the medium varsity divi-
sion in the Christian Cheer-
leaders of America’s national 
competition in Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C. The Cardinals also 
took home the 2016 National 
Grand Champion trophy as 

the top-scoring team from 65 
schools in four divisions. It 
was the first national honor 
for Ireton since 2011.
 Competitive cheerleading 
is divided into four divisions 
depending on the size of a 
squad: the small division has 
up to 12 performers; the me-
dium division 13 to 17; large 
18 to 30 and extra-large 31 
to 36. Routines are two min-
utes 30 seconds long and take 
two forms: all-cheer, which 
means there is no music and 
no dancing, and cheer and 
music, which means one min-
ute of cheering and one and a 
half minutes of music. Ireton 
won both routine categories.
 “Sometimes cheerleaders 
don’t get a lot of recognition, 
or people don’t recognize 
how intense it really is,” said 
Ireton head coach Angela 
Hope-Eskew. “For them to go 
out and do it all year long and 
for people to think they’re 
pretty good, but then go to 

nationals and take it all, it’s 
amazing how these girls are.”
 The training program be-
gins in the summer, when 
Hope-Eskew hosts summer 
practice one night a week in 

SEE EPISCOPAL | 13

Cardinals cheer for national victories

COURTESY PHOTO
The Bishop Ireton cheerleading squad celebrates its grand champion trophy win at the Christian Cheer-
leaders of America’s national competition in North Carolina last month.
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June and two nights a week 
in July. As well as focusing 
on the basics of cheerlead-
ing, the team does plenty of 
conditioning work to get into 
shape. After tryouts in Au-
gust, they practice three days 
a week, including devoting 
a great deal of time to tum-
bling and the more acrobatic 
moves.
 “We get 2:30 [to perform], 
and these girls for 2:30 are 
non-stop,” Hope-Eskew said. 
“These routines have basket 
tosses, dancing, tumbling, 
f lips and backhand springs 
and rolls and layouts and 
all kinds of things. Lifting 
girls, tossing girls, throwing 
girls, running, dancing and 
tumbling. It’s intense, and 
[they’re] cheering all at the 
same time.”
 Hope-Eskew said devis-
ing a routine is a constantly 
evolving process. She said 
she often will use parts of 
halftime performances, while 
execution is key to ensure a 
high score from the judges. 
Preparation also was compli-
cated somewhat this season as 
Hope-Eskew took maternity 

leave, but coach Sheldon Bull-
ock from the Maryland Twist-
ers cheerleading team helped 
out during her absence.
 “I work really hard to 
create a routine that fits the 
needs and skills of our team,” 
she said. “It’s important that 
you don’t do anything that’s 
too hard, because the way 
you win at nationals is that 
you execute a difficult rou-
tine with lots of stunting and 
you execute it perfectly.”
 Competition season be-
gan for the cheerleaders on 
December 5 at the Virginia 
regional tournament at Rich-
mond Christian School in 
Chesterfield. The Blue Ridge 
classics competition followed 
on February 6 at Liberty Uni-
versity in Lynchburg.
 Teams can earn a qualifi-
cation bid to nationals from 
either the regional or classic 
tournament, depending on 
how highly they score. This 
year, the Cardinals’ bid to na-
tionals came from the regional 
competition, but Hope-Eskew 
said they used classics as an-

SEE CARDINALS | 13
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other opportunity to enjoy a 
competitive environ-
ment.
 At nationals, teams 
nominate juniors and 
seniors to be cheer 
scholars if their grade 
point averages are 
above 3.5. This year, 
every Cardinals ju-
nior and senior was 
nominated. Going up 
against the best teams 
from across the coun-
try, the national tour-
nament was quite the 
experience for Ireton.
 “The tough thing 
about nationals is 
you’re competing 
against the best of 
the best and you don’t 
know what you’re up 
against,” Hope-Eskew 
said. “You have no 
idea what these teams look 
like, what their skill levels 
are. You know they’re go-
ing to be good, but you don’t 
know if yours is better or if 
your skills are stronger.”

 Putting together a squad 
each year can be challenging. 
Hope-Eskew noted that given 

the rigorous academic envi-
ronment at Ireton, some cheer-
leaders are forced to leave the 
team to focus on schoolwork.
 Everyone becomes part of 
what Hope-Eskew described 

as a “Cheer Family,” with se-
niors instructed to look after 
freshmen and help improve 

their skills. She said 
it is crucial to get stu-
dents involved as early 
as possible, and while 
she said she does not 
cut squad members 
very often, there is an 
expectation they must 
work hard.
 “When there is an 
open house, we show 
up at the open house 
like all the other 
sports and we try to 
get girls signed up and 
interested,” Hope-Es-
kew said. “The key is 
to get them interested 
from the beginning, 
because cheerleading 
is a very intimidat-
ing thing. You say, 
‘Oh, we’re the nation-
al champions,’ and 

freshmen may think they’re 
never going to make the team. 
And that’s not what I want 
anybody to think. I want ev-
erybody to think they’ve got 
an opportunity here.”

CARDINALS FROM | 12

COURTESY PHOTO
The Cardinals won first place in both the all-cheer 
and cheer and music categories in the medium var-
sity division at nationals.

Ireton hires Kevin Barger as new head football coach
 Bishop Ireton announced 
March 4 the hiring of Kevin 
Barger as the school’s new 
head football coach. Barger 
replaces Tony Verducci, who 
was relieved of his duties in 
December.
 Barger joins the Cardinals 
from Catholic University, 
where he was offensive line 
coach and coordinator of both 
the running game and special 
teams. He served as a recruiter 
for CUA in the Western Penn-
sylvania, Southern New Jersey 
and Delaware areas.
 “I am excited and humbled 
to join Bishop Ireton,” Barger 
said in a statement. “I have 
recruited for CUA, so I know 
first-hand the quality of the 
athletes and the character of 
young men that Ireton produc-
es. They are ready to compete 
on the field, in the classroom, 
and in life.”
 Barger coached the defen-

sive line for three seasons at 
Catholic before moving to the 
other side of the ball in 2011. 
He joined the Division III team 
from Ursinus Col-
lege in Colleg-
eville, Penn., where 
he was defensive 
line coach, special 
teams coordinator 
and strength and 
conditioning coach 
for the Bears.
 “Coach Barger 
displays great en-
thusiasm and vision for our 
program,” said Bishop Ireton 
athletic director Bill Simmons 
in a statement. “He knows the 
game of football, is a passion-
ate teacher, and is ready to put 
his stamp on a program that 
aims to develop a love for the 
game and teach life-long les-
sons to every player.”
 Barger joins a Cardinals 
program that has reached two 

consecutive Virginia Inde-
pendent Schools Athletic As-
sociation finals, where they 
lost both times to Richmond-

based powerhouse 
Benedictine.
  Verducci won 
the most games as 
head coach in pro-
gram history dur-
ing his nine years 
in the position, but 
the Cardinals chose 
to move on after he 
was selected for pro-

motion to a senior executive 
service role in the U.S. Navy.
 “Coach Barger inherits 
a strong program,” said Ire-
ton principal Denise Tobin in 
a statement. “The returning 
players have experienced suc-
cess and are ready to work 
hard to keep Bishop Ireton 
football competing at the high-
est levels of VISAA.”

- Chris Teale

Come join us for Camp Carlyle  
where you will spend a week at the Carlyle 
House immersing yourself in the past!  
This program is a week long Summer Camp, 
intended for boys and girls entering grades 
2 through 7 in the fall of 2015. Participants 
will have the opportunity to learn about 18th 
century games, clothing, schooling, culinary 
techniques, trade and money, and city life. 

Do you love history?

2016 CAMP CARLYLE SESSIONS*
July 11-15  |  July 25-29  |  August 8-12

Please visit www.novadaycamps.com to register.

Each camp session will take place from 9:00-4:00 every day. 
The cost of the program is $300 per child in district, and 
$350 per child out-of-district. (Districts include City of  
Alexandria, Arlington County, Fairfax City, Fairfax County, 
Falls Church and Loudoun County. If you have any questions 
contact Camp Manager Vanessa Herndon at 703-549-2997, 
or vherndon@nvrpa.org. *Scholarships available.

*NEW* MINI CAMP CARLYLE 
(Rising K-2nd graders)  |  July 18-22

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
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finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Your Lucky Day ~
A trusted companion; we would all be  

lucky to have a friend like Eliza. 
She loves a welcoming lap, and will love

you to pet her for hours.

MEET ELIZA AT www.alexandriaanimals.org 

OR PHONE 703-746-4774 FOR MORE INFO. 

THANK YOU

Kevin Barger
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attended community meet-
ings and information distrib-
uted among the community by 
people who spoke against the 
project, and numerous emails 
in support of the project.
 “I don’t want it to be lost 
that just because people are 

not standing in these chambers 
that you have not received a lot 
of endorsements and support 
for this proposal,” she said.
  The approval means the 
development can move for-
ward, with deputy director of 
transportation and environ-
mental services Carrie Sand-
ers saying that proposed sig-

nal changes at traffic lights 
will help ease potential con-
gestion at the intersection of 
North Washington and First 
streets, a potential choke-
point. Sanders said the proj-
ect may also catalyze more 
Complete Streets improve-
ments, which help improve 
roads for all users.

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

GIANT FROM | 10

be beholden to city council and 
could instead have more focus 
on creating art.
 “I think it’s time for the city 
to step back and let the artists 
and arts groups start building 
the factory,” said board member 
and secretary Pat Miller.
 The commission also recom-
mended that the TFAA be given 
a significant role in the stream-
lining of management opera-
tions, something that chairman 
Matthew Stensrud said came 
after hearing extensive feedback 
and concerns. The commission 
also passed a motion in keeping 
with the TFAC board’s recom-
mendation that a compelling 
and unifying vision be created.
 “The problem is that the so-
lutions will come from within 

when we all work together,” 
artist Jen Athanas told the arts 
commission.
 Diane Ruggiero, the city’s 
deputy director of parks, recre-
ation and cultural activities, said 
at the arts commission meeting 
that the votes taken are just the 
start of the discussion on how 
the Torpedo Factory should 
move forward. She said the 
votes were key to see the board 
and commission’s overall inten-
tions before more specifics can 
be ironed out.
 Within that process, the ex-
ecutive committees from the 
three organizations will con-
tinue to meet. Detomo said great 
progress has been made, and 
that within that spirit of coop-
eration, all three organizations 
will be able to have their say on 
any conclusions from the work-
ing group.

Braddock Metro Citizens’ Co-
alition. “We want people from 
all economic and social classes 
living in our neighborhood. It’s 
going to make us rich and better; 
that’s why I live there.”
 But some expressed unease 
at the planning process, and the 
fact that passing the rezoning 
and master plan amendment 
without a DSUP in place could 
set a dangerous precedent.
  “We have time,” said Hei-
di Ford of the West Old Town 
Citizens’ Association. “You 
can work through this, [and] 
come back with the full pack-
age in accordance with typi-
cal planning practice in the 
fall. A valid reason for deviat-
ing from the standard process 

has not been put forward.”
 Under the work plan, analy-
sis on possible alternatives by 
city and ARHA staff will con-
tinue, with updates provided ev-
ery month at work group meet-
ings that are open to the public. 
City council will hear an update 
on the project in June, with a 
new DSUP slated for discussion 
after council’s summer recess. 
Mayor Allison Silberberg em-
phasized that private developers 
should not see this as an oppor-
tunity for similar treatment.
 “Let’s be clear that this is 
not to be a precedent, that this 
is a one-off, and that it’s an in-
dication in my gut of our com-
mitment so that from a finan-
cial point of view ARHA can 
look at all the options and find 
that common ground,” she said.

RAMSEY FROM | 5

PHOTO/GEORGE ©CREATIVE COMMONS
Painting students create in the Art League School at the Torpedo Factory.

TORPEDO FACTORY
 FROM | 6
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BY CHRIS TEALE 

lenty goes into planning a 
wedding, especially for a 
groom, who has plenty to put 
together even before the start 

of the nuptials themselves. Gone 
are the days of simply turning up with 

a best man and some rings: weddings are 
now an operation for grooms, even if plenty of 

other planning already has been taken care of.
 One of the most important tasks facing men 
is deciding who their best man and groomsmen 
are to be. The number can vary depending on 
the number of bridesmaids or other groomsmen 
joining the bride. The best man has one of the 
biggest jobs of all the wedding party, as it is his 
responsibility to plan the bachelor party, lead 
the party of groomsmen, get the groom to the 
ceremony on time, carry the rings and act as a 
legal witness to the wedding.
 

2016
           The A lexandria Times 

SEE BRIDAL | 16

We couldn’t do it without the help of some of our finest area retailers, who can make your special day extra special.

Welcome! We’re here to help you design your 2016 wedding day to be special and enjoyable. 

Why miss even the smallest sound on your family’s special day?

Cosmetic Hearing Solutions
424 South Washington St Alexandria, VA 22314
1-571-312-7345 • www.cosmetichearingsolutions.com

   Here come the boys

Make the men feel at home 
on their wedding day

^
and Groom
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There are no hard and fast rules 
on whom a groom should choose as 
his best man and groomsmen. Family 
members from either side are a good 
bet to be involved, while it can be a 
good way to build bridges by includ-
ing your future spouse’s brothers if 
they have any. Young children’s in-
volvement can be a way to make them 
feel involved, either if they are from 
previous marriages or the current re-
lationship. Close friends can also be 

selected for groomsmen duties, while 
some couples are unorthodox and se-
lect the family pet instead.
 Once your best man and grooms-
men are selected, one of the most im-
portant decisions for the men is decid-
ing what to wear. Often, it will not 
solely be up to the groom to choose 
what he wears, especially as the wed-
ding’s theme and color scheme are de-
cided by the couple and any wedding 
planners they may use.

             The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory

David Tutera
April 1 – 3, 2016

240.493.4502
153 Potomac Passage, National Harbor, MD 

www.houseofjonleiatelier.com
info@houseofjonleiatelier.com

Trunk Shows
 ***  APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED

Sophia Tolli
April 8 – 10, 2016

House of

JonLei Atelier

Your Wedding with a Taste of History
Limited dates available ~ reserve your date now!

101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22301
www.gwmemorial.org | Events: 703.683.2007 x2011

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial

Exceptional Host to Exceptional Weddings & Receptions
Beautiful Historic Landmark•Unique & Elegant Venue•Spectacular Views

Bridal party 
make-overs

Botox party 
of six 

Bride or 
Host free

516 oronoco st., alexandria, va  22314

703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com

We know  
how to make  

EVERY  
member of the 

Bridal Party

Shine

SEE BRIDAL | 18

Exquisite Gifts & Elegant Gift Cards
Find the Perfect Jewelry for Your Special Day 

BW Art, Antiques,
and Jewelry
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Style# 2565 
Suggested Retail: $1499

Alfred Angelo 6699 Frontier Dr, Springfield, VA 703.924.2824  
Alfred Angelo 6643 Ritchie Highway, Glen Burnie, MD 410.766.6461

Look for other fine retailers nearest you on alfredangelo.com

For additional 

information

visit Rental & 

Private Events at 

www.historic 
alexandria.org

or call  

703-746-4705/4554

M AKE YOUR SPECIAL DAY HISTOR IC
at the

 Lloyd House

Get Ready for 
Your Special Day 

Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton 
Alexandria Old Town Area South

5821 Richmond Hwy St. Alexandria, VA 22303
703-329-1400 ext. 152 • 703-329-0516 fax 

www.alexandriaoldtown.hamptoninn.com

Spacious // Bright // Excellent Location

^
and Groom

     Bridal Blowout  
     Sample Sale
          All gowns $500 and up

April 1 (11-6), 2 (10-5) and 3 (12-5).  

www.globalbridalgallery.com
(703) 739-2743

Global Bridal Gallery
623S Washington St, Alexandria, VA

4.8   44  reviews
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 Enjoy           your
BRIDAL       DRESS
Experience 

Be Captivating Bride

We help Brides 
with Unique 
and Original
selections ~ 
always Elegant 
and Beautiful.

•
Allure Bridal  

Romance Collection
•

Ella Rosa
•

Kenneth Winston
•

Luna Novias
•

Madison James
•

Mori Lee Bridal
•

Casablanca
•

8804 Pear Tree Village Court, Ste AB, Alexandria. VA 22309

www.annasbridalspot.com  703 360 4272

BRIDAL                  FROM | 16

Amidst the 
natural historic elegance of

121 N. FairFax Street, 
alexaNdria. 703.549.2997 
www.carlylehouSe.org.

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception 

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception          Carlyle House 
         gardens

 Perhaps the groomsmen will 
wear tuxedos, in which case it most 
likely will fall to the groom to pick 
a style and color scheme and ar-
range a date for a fitting that works 
for everyone. Stylistic concerns can 
make things more complex, as the 
groomsmen can be fitted for addi-
tions like waistcoats, cummerbunds 
and other accessories.
 A more informal wedding may 
only require the groom and his 
groomsmen to wear a suit, a catch-
all solution that could prove a use-
ful addition to one’s wardrobe for 
years to come. Coordination can be 
easy with this option, as ties and 
silk handkerchiefs can be matched. 
Meanwhile, the suit’s color is f lex-
ible too, so long as there is coher-
ence. If groomsmen are buying their 
own suits, it may be recommended 
to stick with navy blue and black as 
color choices, as gray suits have nu-
merous shades and patterns.

 If the wedding is even more ca-
sual, like on a beach, there is even 
more f lexibility in attire. It is always 
a good idea, especially when there is 
room for improvisation, to commu-
nicate with your future spouse and 
make sure there are no nasty surpris-
es on the day itself.
 An area where the groom can let 
their personality shine through and 
let their creative side run wild is 
wedding transportation, especially 
for how they and their groomsmen 

^
and Groom

Belle View Shopping Center, 
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our party platters
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choose to get to the venue. Some 
grooms choose to rent cars, be 
they classic and antique or the 
more modern stretch lim-
ousines. One thing to 
bear in mind when it 
comes to renting clas-
sic cars is that com-
panies often have 
only one or two 
available, given how 
expensive they are to pur-
chase, maintain and keep 
safe for the roads of today.
 But turning up in style 
in a Rolls-Royce Silver 
Cloud, a Pontiac Bonneville 
or one of the other legions 
of classic cars can mean the 
groom makes quite an en-
trance, and then a memo-
rable exit once the nuptials 
are over with. Meanwhile, 
stretch limousines make 
a good option, especially 
as they have plenty of 
space and are usually 
very comfortable. Un-
fortunately, the cost can be 
prohibitive given how much gas they 
burn through among other factors.
 Finally, those grooms looking to 
be a bit less f lashy can just show up 
in their own vehicles. It keeps things 
simple and ensures that the focus re-
mains on the wedding celebration and 
not on anything else.
 As for grooming the groom be-
fore the big day, there are a variety of 
things that need to be kept in mind. 

Similar to a bride’s prepara-
tions, it might be an idea to 
visit a hair salon for a profes-

sional to get your hair ready 
for the wedding, while a 
professional shave by a 
reputable barber will 
also have you look-
ing your best. The 
Art of Shaving is one 
such barber option, 

and make sure that the 
barber is skilled, as hav-

ing pieces of toilet paper 
covering bloody spots is 

never a good look for the 
wedding photos.

     The groom’s role in pre-
paring and executing a wed-

ding is vital, but can be rela-
tively painless if done well. 
A celebration can be made 
memorable for the groom, even 

if they may not feel like the 
center of attention.

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.      

Call today for a tasting with one of our Bridal Consultants

703-578-4144
www.alexandriapastry.com Follow Us

All of the Alexandria Pastry Shop’s cakes, pastries and 
confections are made from scratch, with the finest and freshest 
ingredients available. We use only sweet butter and fresh cream 
from Shenandoah Valley creameries, farm fresh eggs, the finest 
chocolate from Belgium and France and fresh fruit.

Voted Best of Wedding Cakes
   BY Washington Bride & Groom
                                                        And The Knot

The Gold Standard in Wedding Cakes

For Over

25 Years

Making Washington Area Brides 
Dreams Come True

The  Alexandria Times                                2016 Bridal   Directory^
and Groom
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

mops through the aisles, per-
fecting their technique, they 
begin to form a friendship 
of shared labor and mutual 
loathing of the theater’s own-
er, Steve, interrupted only 
by Rose, with whom Sam is 
obsessed. To keep Avery at 
bay, Sam tells him Rose is a 
lesbian and introduces him 
to their scam of robbing the 
till for “dinner money.” “It’s 
a tradition,” they insist.
 Avery, a terminally shy col-
lege student between semesters, 
is a film geek with relationship 
issues. Little by little, Sam be-
gins to pull him out of his shell, 
playing to his strengths — pri-
marily his ability to connect 
movie stars through the game 

of six degrees of separation, to 
which Avery is a savant. The 
young men bond over their love 
of 35-mm film and their loath-
ing of digital.
 “I think the phrase digital 
film is an oxymoron,” Avery 
contends, drawing on Steven 
Spielberg’s continued use of 35-
mm film to make his argument. 
 Ultimately, Steve sells 
the theater to a hard-nosed 
businessman who plans to go 
digital. At this point, the new 
owner believes Avery, who is 
black, has been robbing the 
till, a scam Sam and Rose in-
stituted and insisted Avery go 
along with. When they turn on 
him as a college elite to take 
the fall, Avery goes ballistic.

 Director Joe Calarco di-
vides the vignettes with 
sweeping soundtrack endings 
of classic films, providing 
punctuation for each scene and 
affording us the time to reflect 
on the nuances of the unfold-
ing relationships.
 It takes riveting perfor-
mances by an excellent cast to 
pull off three hours of conver-
sation. So settle in, sans pop-
corn, for an honest depiction of 
the curious art of the mundane.

Through April 24 at Signature 
 Theatre, 4200 Campbell 

Ave., Arlington, VA 22206. 
For tickets and information 

call 703-820-9771 or visit 
www.sigtheatre.org.

‘The Flick’ shines a light on 
movie theater relationships
BY JORDAN WRIGHT
 Playwright Annie Baker’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
“The Flick” is a series of con-
versations between three movie 
theater employees. You know, 
the silent, almost invisible 
youth who sweep up the spilled 
popcorn and sticky candy 
wrappers between showings.
 In Baker’s imagining, two 
20-something young men — 
Sam, played by Evan Casey, 
and new hire Avery, by Thad-
deus McCants — form an un-
likely friendship. The third 
member of this incongruous 
wheel is Rose (Laura C. Har-
ris), the projectionist, a green-

haired, self-absorbed and ut-
terly conflicted lost child who 
changes the reels in this reper-
tory cinema.
 The trio form bonds, some-
times strong, sometimes tenu-
ous, as with most people who 
work together. Maybe they’re 
light-hearted connections and 
maybe a romance blossoms, as 
it does here — but they’re just 
as complex and bittersweet as 
any other in the world.
 In this absurdist comic 
drama, James Kronzer gives 
us a simple set: rows of red 
theater seats and a projection 
booth facing the audience, 
all the better to focus on the 
evolving relationships. As the 
men push their brooms and 

The stories off the screen

PHOTOS/MARGOT SHULMAN
In Signature Theatre’s production of “The Flick,” Sam (Evan 
Casey, below left) and Avery (Thaddeus McCants, below right) 
spark an unlikely friendship when Avery takes a job working at 
a movie theater. But things get more complicated when they 
both express an interest in Rose (Laura C. Harris, above), who 
works as a projectionist.
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The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) 2/27 - 3/19

Experience all of Shakespeare’s 37 

plays in 97 minutes! Join us for an 

irreverent, fast-paced romp through 

the Bard’s many plays 

in The Complete Works 

of William Shakespeare 

(Abridged) — the longest-

running comedy ever in 

London’s West End!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

Now to March 20

SPRING BOOK SALE The 
Friends of the Beatley Central Library 
will hold their spring book sale. All 
items are $3 or less, unless specifi-
cally marked, including hardbacks, 
paperbacks, children’s books and 
audio-visual items.
Time: Thursday 10 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun-
day 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or 
www.beatleyfriends.org

Now to April 10

ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT Con-
vergence presents a joint art effort 
between Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. 
Williams high school. In an effort to 
recognize and encourage the creative 
pursuits of visual art students from 
across the city, art teachers from 
each of the four schools have col-
laborated in what they hope will be 
an annual event.
Time: Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Gallery @ Conver-
gence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-998-6260

March 18

VIA CRUCIS The 14 stations of 
the cross will be prayed in a musical 
setting with choir and organ music by 
Franz Liszt. The church adult Choir 
will sing accompanied by organist 
Ann Carney. Admission is free but 
contributions are welcome.
Time: 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Braddock 
Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org

MARCH150: ART PARTY FUN-
DRAISER  Target Gallery’s annual 
fundraiser invites new and veteran 
art collectors to view and buy original 
work by regional artists working on 
10” 10” panels, each affordably 
priced at $150 and available for sale.
Time:  7  to  10 p.m.
Location: Target Gallery, Torpedo 

Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/event/march150-6th-annual-
exhibition-fundraiser

March 19

BEST BIB AND TUCKER MAR-
DI GRAS BALL Doc Scantlin and 
Chou Chou return for the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum Society’s second an-
nual Best Bib and Tucker Mardi Gras 
Ball. The event includes dancing, 
food and an auction to benefit the 
museum.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
museum.us

March 20

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON The date 
is March 20, 1816. Join President 
James Madison, as presented by 
John Douglas Hall, at Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum for this ongoing series 
of presidential salons for discussion 
of the topics of the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

March 24

AUTHOR TALK: GREGG RILEY 
Inspirational speaker, author and 
retired U.S Army Colonel Gregg Riley 
will read and sign copies of his new 
book “Steps to the Promised Land.” 
Riley is one of the most sought after 
motivational speakers around. His 
uncanny physical and voice resem-
blance to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
inspired him to create a one-man 
show entitled “A Great American Sto-
ry; A Tribute to Dr. King.” Now he is 
doing his own speeches focusing on 
leadership, empowerment, personal 
and community development.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.alexandria.lib.
va.us

March 28

FRESH ALEXANDRIA Learn 
more about local food resources at 
Agenda:Alexandria’s latest panel. 
Speakers will be Mount Vernon’s 
director of horticulture Dean Norton, 
Arcadia Center executive director 
Pamela Hess and Fred Sachs of 
Grapewood Farm.
Time: 6:15 p.m. reception, 6:45 p.m. 
buffet dinner, 7:15 p.m. program
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: www.agendaalexan-
dria.org

SALUTE TO WOMEN AWARDS 
BANQUET The 36th annual cel-
ebration of Alexandria’s outstanding 
women, men and youth who have 
made an impact on women and girls 

in the city. Proceeds support the 
Alexandria Sexual Assault Center.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: www.alexan-
driava.gov/dchs/info/default.
aspx?id=82658

April 5

JAZZ4JUSTICE Judges, at-
torneys, students and members of 
the community gather in a friendly 
environment where jazz admirers can 
congregate and celebrate their love 
for the music. The concert is free, 
with donations going to support the 
Alexandria Bar Foundation, Legal 
Services of Northern Virginia and 
NOVA’s Rayburn Street Jazz Band.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall & Arts Center, Northern 
Virginia Community College Alexan-
dria Campus, 4915 E Campus Drive
Information: www.j4jalexandria.
wordpress.com

April 6

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, wa-
ter basketball, diving for prizes and 
fun on the “Aqua Challenge” floating 
obstacle course. Participate in swim-
ming skill assessments for youth, 
learn pool safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or 
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

April 9

RUM PUNCH CHALLENGE Just 
as guests to the tavern did over 200 
years ago, enjoy different rum punch 
creations from local distilleries, 
restaurants and caterers and vote 
for your favorite. The winner will be 
announced at the end of the evening. 
Also enjoy food as well as a silent 
auction full of great items.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.us

April 10

SPRING FORWARD Com-
munity Lodgings hosts its 11th 
annual Spring Forward event, featur-
ing Motown-style music by local 
band HALO and music by two other 
musical groups, live auction, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and an open bar. 
Ticket cost: $50 or $60 at the door. 
Volunteers and guests under 40 get 
a special price of $40.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: Union Street Public 
House, 121 S. Union St.
Information: www.communitylodg-
ings.org

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com 

MagicalMinnie D

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

This great guy came 
from a family who could 
no longer keep him for 
economic reasons. But 
with the luck of the Irish 
he will find his forever 
home! Come meet him 
on Saturday or Sunday 
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 
contact@kingstreetcats.

MAD SCIENCE Explore where 
real science and mad science col-
lide. Tours start every 30 minutes 
and feature historic medicines with 
surprising side effects. Upstairs, 
meet the museum’s very own mad 
scientist bringing to life some crazy 
concoctions and the science behind 
them. Reservations recommended.
Time: 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/apothecary

April 14-28

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Civil 
War Ball on April 30, learn the waltz, 
polka, Virginia Reel and more from an 
expert dance master. Tickets cost $12 
per class, or $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, 
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or 
www.gadsbystavern.us

April 16

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY 
WALKING TOUR Explore Alex-
andria’s firefighting history on the 
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Firefight-
ing History” tour. Participants learn 
about volunteer firefighting in early 
Alexandria, three devastating fires 
and the five volunteer fire compa-
nies. The tour begins at Friendship 
Firehouse, proceeds east on Prince 
Street and returns via King Street. 
For age 10 and older. Tickets cost $6 
for adults, $4 for ages 10-17.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994
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Holy Week
Alfred Street Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley, Pastor

Invites you  to join  us  for 

www.alfredstreet.org
301 S. Alfred Street, Alexandria, Virginia, 22314

 

 
 

RESURRECTION WEEKEND SERVICES
SUNDAY, March 27

6:00am
SUNRISE

WORSHIP SERVICE

SATURDAY, March 26
6:00pm 

Children’s Church and Sunday School 
EASTER PAGEANT PROGRAM

SUNDAY, March 27
 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm
WORSHIP SERVICESHop In and Order Today!

703-578-4144
www.alexandriapastry.com

Follow Us

OUR FAMOUS MILK CHOCOLATE & WHITE CHOCOLATE BASKETS
HANDMADE MILK, DARK & WHITE CHOCOLATE EASTER BUNNY

MILK CHOCOLATE & WHITE CHOCOLATE EGGS
HAND DECORATED BUNNY & EGG COOKIES
CLASSIC CARROT CAKE 
COCONUT CREAM CAKE

THE EASTER BUNNY HAS
     T R E A T S

FOR YOU AT THE 
ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CAFE

    
   S

ERVES 6-8    S
ERVES 12-14

  7”
 ROUND

 9”
 ROUND

IN ALEXANDRIACELEBRATE
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We invite you to join us in celebrating the 
resurrection of Christ this Easter season 

at one of our many service offerings:

GOOD FRIDAY - MARCH 25
7:30 a.m. Proper Liturgy

12:00 p.m. Joint Service with Christ Church 
 (held at St. Paul’s)

5:30 p.m. Family Service
7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY - MARCH 26
12:00 p.m. Holy Saturday Service in the Chapel

7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter

EASTER SUNDAY - MARCH 27
6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service 

at St. Paul’s Cemetery
Easter services also at  

7:45 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Welcomes You 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-3312 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

Grace Episcopal  
Church

3601 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22305 

703-549-1980 • www.gracealex.org

Holy Week Services
March 23, Choral Tenebrae  

at 7:30 PM

March 24, Maundy Thursday, 
 Choral Eucharist at  

7:30 PM

March 25, Good Friday

Liturgy of the Day 
6:30 AM and 1:30 PM

Stations of the Cross  
at 12 Noon

Childcare from 12 to 3 PM

Children’s liturgy at 5 PM

 

TAKE THE JOURNEY  
7:15 a.m. – Good Friday Service (Chapel)
12:00 p.m. – Good Friday Service at St. Paul’s 
(228 S. Pitt St.)
12:00 p.m. – Walk the Labyrinth (McMurray Commons)

5:00 p.m. – Good Friday Children’s Service  (McMurray Commons)
7:00 p.m. – Service of Lamentation (Church)

10:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Day (Chapel)
7:00 p.m.   Great Vigil & Holy Baptism

7:30 a.m.*   9:00 a.m.*  (Historic Church)
9:00 a.m.* Family Easter Service (Auditorium)

Easter Egg Hunt in the Churchyard after the 9:00 a.m. service
11:15 a.m.*   5:00 p.m. (Historic Church)

 * Childcare available   
p

Service includes Choir

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here. 
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.1450

www.HistoricChristChurch.org

GOOD FRIDAY – 
MARCH 25

7:15 a.m. Good Friday Service (Chapel)
12:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
at St. Paul’s (228 S. Pitt St.)
12:00 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth  
(McMurray Commons)
5:00 p.m. Good Friday Children’s 
Service (McMurray Commons)
7:00 p.m. Service of Lamentation

HOLY SATURDAY – MARCH 26
10:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Day (Chapel)
7:00 p.m. Great Vigil & Holy Baptism

EASTER SERVICES – MARCH 27
7:30 a.m.* 9:00 a.m.*   Easter Service
9:00 a.m.* Family Easter Service 
(Auditorium)
Easter Egg Hunt in the Churchyard 
after the 9:00 a.m. service
11:15 a.m.*   5:00 p.m. Easter Service
* Childcare available   Service includes Choir

TAKE THE JOURNEY  

You are welcome here. 
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.549.1450
www.HistoricChristChurch.org

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 

Join us 
for an 

Easter Lunch 
Buffet. 

Call for details.

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Get eggcited, we’ve got Easter morning in the bag! 

Reserve today! store.societyfair.net

    EASTER Brunch  To-Go!
Ham & Gruyère Quiche •  House-Cured Bacon
Scones with Butter & Jam  •  Citrus Fruit Salad

Society Fair Coffee •  Sparkling Wine | $55, serves 4

 Easter ~ March 27th
Lunch with strolling violinist

~ 3 courses $45
Dinner ~ 4 courses $75

Children’s Menu 
~  $18 for both meals

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007 
www.labergerie.com

Southern Immersion Cuisine 
Restaurant & Lounge

 IN THE HEART OF OLD TOWN

F E AT U R I N G  C O C K TA I L  H O U R  A N D  D I N N E R

Magnolia’s On King • 703 King St, Alexandria, VA

(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

Now taking reservations fo r our Easter Sunday Brunch, 
March 27 th, 11AM  to 3PM

Presents

Immanuel Bible Church 6911 Braddock Road, Springfield VA 22151
Concert Info Line 703-813-2316

Join us for Easter Sunday Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11am

 March 18-20 and March 25-26
Pageant & Ticket Information Online at www.ibcva.com/easter2016

Palm Sunday, March 20
10:00 AM, Holy Eucharist with Liturgy of the Palms

Maundy Thursday, March 2
7:00 PM, Holy Eucharist, followed by all night vigil

Good Friday, March 25
6:00 AM, Good Friday Holy Eucharist

 Noon to 3:00 PM, Three Holy Hours with Stations of the Cross
Great Vigil of Easter,Saturday, March 26

 7:00 PM, followed by champagne reception
Easter Sunday, March 27

1701 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302 • www.saintclement.org

The Church of Saint Clement

8:00 and 10:00 AM Festival Holy Eucharist and Easter Egg Hunt
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HOME OF THE WEEK

 This lovely home is tucked 
away on a quiet cul de sac in 
a very convenient location. A 
foyer entry welcomes you to 
the light-filled living room 
and formal dining room with 
a bay window.
 The kitchen is brand new 
with stainless steel appli-
ances, granite counters and 

white cabinetry. Adjoining is 
a sunny breakfast room with 
a bay window and family 
room with a wood-burning 
fireplace. 
 The upper level features 
four generous bedrooms and 
two full bathrooms, including 
the master suite. The spacious 
lower level recreation room 

features tall ceilings, a full 
bathroom and a storage room.
 The home has refinished 
wood f loors, new carpeting 
and light fixtures through-
out. It is located across from 
the Fort Ward public ten-
nis courts and park and less 
than a mile from the Bradlee 
Shopping Center.

At a Glance:
Location: 2002 Braddock Court,  
Alexandria, VA 22304
Neighborhood: 2002 Braddock Cove,  
Price: $799,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5

Year Built: 1986
Interior: More than 3,200 square feet
Parking: 2-car garage 
Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert, Realtors,  
703-587-4855,  
www.christinegarner.com

Beautifully updated Colonial is 
move-in ready

At Home
BY MARY G. PEPITONE

 Contain the chaos that often 
accompanies living with chil-
dren by creating kid-friendly 
spaces throughout your home. 
Children are both seen and heard 
in homes today, and a domicile’s 
design reflects this inclusive at-
titude, says Allison Spampanato, 
a senior vice president of product 
development with Pottery Barn 
Kids in San Francisco.
 “The reality is that chil-
dren live in every room of 
the house,” Spampanato says. 
“Gone are the days when kids 
were sequestered into a room 
to play with the door closed. 
Now, the family room is a place 
where both children and par-
ents live and play together.”
 Spampanato is the mother 
of two young boys, ages 5 and 
8, and the coffee table in her 
living room doubles as a sur-
face for a train set that the fam-
ily can play with together. But 
Spampanato says you don’t 
have to sacrifice style and allow 
your home to become the pro-

verbial poster child for a kid’s 
free-for-all.
 The first step is to create a 
place for play in common ar-
eas of the home, where fun and 
function can intersect. 
 With active children, a 
home’s walls can easily show 
wear and tear. The use of gloss 
paint creates a harder, more 
durable, stain-resistant finish, 
which is also easier to clean. 
Depending on your family’s 
style, a wall could also be cov-
ered in chalkboard paint, which 
allows family members the 
freedom to actually draw on 
the walls. An ever-changing 
in-home exhibition is as easy as 
dedicating space for children to 
hang their own works of art.
 In a shared space, area rugs 
can help define play parameters. 
A rug also provides a soft place 
for children to play on the floor, 
whether they’re putting together 
a puzzle or playing a game.
 As varied as each home and 

Kid around the home

SEE KIDS | 25

PHOTOS/DS CREATIVE GROUP
This beautiful home is located in a quiet cul de sac. A new kitchen 
adjoins the breakfast and family room.

PHOTO/POTTERY BARN KIDS 
A bathroom used by children can be both tasteful and tot-friendly. Pottery Barn Kids’ wall art encour-
aging good hygiene ($39) is a great reminder to kids and parents alike.
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family are, Spampanato says 
kid-friendly pieces keep the 
peace:
 STORAGE AND STOWING: 
In neutral colors, wall units like 
Pottery Barn Kids Cameron 
Collection (pieces starting at 
$199 and up) can also double as 
a television console in the liv-
ing room.
 Storage options that are 
low to the ground with open or 
closed shelving allow children 
to not only choose their toys, 
but also encourage them to put 
items away when they’re done. 
 Choosing modular pieces 
offers a variety of options for 
storage needs, which can be 
custom-built to fit a space. 
Grouping like toys in marked 
baskets not only organizes a 
space, it also gives children the 
freedom to grab a bin and go.
 FUN WITH FOOD: The 
kitchen remains the center of the 
home, and children like nothing 
more than to mix it up with par-
ents before mealtime. Spampa-
nato encourages families to bring 
the play kitchen into the real deal, 
so children can “cook” at their 
fire-free stoves while adults are 
preparing a hot meal. Pottery 
Barn Kids Play Kitchen collec-
tion pieces start around $200.
 A WATERY RESPITE: The 
spaces used by children should 
be an extension of your home’s 
overall design. A bathroom 
used by children can be both 
tasteful and tot-friendly. With 
the use of a simple step stool, 
kids can get a leg up on wash-
ing up. Pottery Barn Kids’ wall 
art encouraging good hygiene 
($39) is a great reminder to kids 
and parents alike.
 “Making a space for chil-
dren in our home, which in-
cludes them, allows for teach-
able moments,” Spampanato 
says. “Children like things to 
be organized, too, so get them 
involved in cleaning up after 
they’re done with a project.”
 Life with children isn’t al-
ways neat and tidy, so be ready 
to clean the clutter quickly by 
depositing items into large 
baskets placed in shared areas. 

Pottery Barn Kids wire baskets 
with liners ($39.99) can also be 
monogrammed with the names 
of family members, which give 
children even more personal-
ized responsibility.
 Even the private domain of 
a child’s bedroom is becoming 
more sophisticated in style. “Par-
ents don’t have to check their de-
sign sense before entering their 
kids’ rooms,” Spampanato says. 
If you buy furniture you love, 
you can move a chair from the 
bedroom into the living room 
without a designing downgrade.
 Expect the spaces in your 

home to evolve as children 
grow and their playing prefer-
ences change. Swap out that bin 
of stuffed animals for a shelf of 
puzzles or art supplies you can 
enjoy with your child. What 
may start as a haven for toddler 
toys can grow into a school-
aged space with sophisticated 
building sets or board games.
 “The home is the most spe-
cial place for both adults and 
children to gather,” Spampa-
nato says. “Children want to 
feel connected to their parents 
as much as parents want to be 
with their kids.”

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS MARCH 13, 2016

ADOPTION
We are praying for a newborn to love. Open hearted, loving couple wishing 
you would call….Authorized Medical/Legal expenses paid. Call Lisa & 
Frank 1-855-236-7812. 

AUCTIONS
AUCTION: BID ON-SITE &ONLINE! CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT & 
TRUCKS Excavators, Dozers, Dumps & More! 3/22 @ 9 AM, Richmond, 
VA. Accepting Consignments Thru 3/18. We Sell/Fund Assets Fast! www.
motleys.com  • 804-232-3300x4  VAAL#16

AUCTIONS (2) – Online Bidding. Bankruptcy Liquidation Courvette Building 
Systems. Sale 1 – Road Tractors, Service Trucks, Box Trucks & More! Sale 2 
– Forklifts, Press Brakes, Metal Working Equipment. Bid 3/16 – 3/23, Salem, 
VA – Case #15-70825. www.motleys.com • 804-232-3300x4  VAAL#16

“One of VA’s Largest Consignment Auctions” Sat., March 26 @ 9:00 
A.M Gray Auctions Yard, 14089 Robinson Rd, Stony Creek, VA 23882. www.
graycoservices.com Call Joe 804-943-3506 VAAL#1104

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available 
at CTI!  HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

FOSTER CARE
Almost 6,000 children in Virginia foster care. FOSTER FAMILIES ARE 
NEEDED! PLEASE CALL 540-613-5120 or VISIT www.ncgtfc.com

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator Career! We Offer Training 
and Certifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators. 
Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497. 

HELP WANTED / FOREMAN
DMM Certified Surface Foreman-Richmond area contractor seeking 
DMM Certified Surface Foreman for overburden removal, Richmond 
and surrounding areas. Good driving record. Drug test req’d. andy@
stanleycon.com 804-798-8354

HELP WANTED / MECHANICS
Heavy Equipment Diesel Mechanic-Richmond area contractor seeking 
a mechanic with Cat, Komatsu, Volvo equipment experience. Good driving 
record. Drug test req’d. andy@stanleycon.com 804-798-8354

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; 
LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400

67 Driver Trainees needed! No CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be Job ready 
in as little as 20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131
Heavy Haul Truck Driver - Richmond area Contractor seeking a heavy 
haul lowboy driver. Experienced preferred.  Good driving record.  Drug test 
req’d. andy@stanleycon.com 804-798-8354

MISCELLANEOUS 
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification.  Financial aid if qualified.  
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-204-4130. 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome 
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS MUST GO perfect for homes & Garages Lowest Prices, 
MAKE OFFER and LOW Monthly Payments on remaining cancelled order 
20x24, 25x30, 30x44, 35x60 CALL 757-301-8885 Nicole

PHOTO/POTTERY BARN KIDS 
The kitchen (top) is the center of the home, and children can “cook” 
at their fire-free stoves while adults are preparing a hot meal. Pot-
tery Barn Kids Play Kitchen collection pieces start around $200.
In neutral colors, wall units (above) like Pottery Barn Kids Cam-
eron Collection (pieces starting at $199 and up), can also double 
as a television console in the living room. Storage options that are 
low to the ground with open or closed shelving allow children to 
not only choose their toys, but also encourage them to put items 
away when they’re done.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

City council should show post- 
election spending restraint
 That old, familiar, not-so-sweet song is being played 
again by Alexandria’s city council. It begins with an elec-
tion-year decision not to raise taxes. With everyone safely 
re-elected for another three years, it morphs to a post-elec-
tion major tax hike.
 Again and again, this is what our local leaders do. They 
calculate, with what from here looks like raw cynicism, 
that a significant tax increase now won’t hurt them politi-
cally three years hence. Given that all six incumbents were 
either re-elected to council, or in Allison Silberberg’s case 
elected mayor, it’s hard to argue with their logic.
 So, just like in the post-election year of 2013, Alexan-
dria’s residents are going to feel a tax increase that includes 
a double whammy of increased assessments along with a 
major hike in the tax rate.
 What this means in real terms is that the average Alex-
andria property owner’s tax bill would increase by $121 
this year just from the 2.81 percent rise in assessments. 
Yes, our city officials would have almost 3 percent more 
in real estate taxes, which equates to $18.6 million more 
in the budget, to spend next year even if they kept the tax 
rate as is. For comparison, the nationwide inflation rate 
for 2015 was just 0.7 percent, according to the U.S. Infla-
tion Calculator. 
 Adding in a 3-cent tax rate increase would raise the av-
erage Alexandrian’s property bill by another $150, for a 
$271 overall tax increase.
 What’s most troubling about Tuesday’s decision to ad-
vertise up to a 3 cent tax hike — a final decision won’t be 
made until the budget is approved — is it is 2 cents more 
than City Manager Mark Jinks asked for in his initial fiscal 
2017 budget proposal.
 It’s like a perverse game of poker — with residents’ tax 
dollars — in which council said, “I’ll see your one cent, 
and raise you two.” Unfortunately, this isn’t a game, but 
real money coming out of residents’ pockets.
 And make no mistake, this increase in the tax rate is here 
to stay; it’s not only for this year but for future years as well. 
Even if home values rise tremendously, as they did in the 
early and mid-2000s — thus generating more tax revenue 
without a rate hike — the tax rate itself rarely goes down.
 Yes, the extra spending would be for good causes. Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson, who proposed advertising the higher 
tax rate, justified the major hike by saying “we have un-
derinvested in capital projects for far too long.” Silberberg 
argued for a slightly smaller tax rate increase of 2 cents, 
citing the need for more spending on school maintenance 
and infrastructure.
 There are always a multitude of competing causes when 
it comes to government spending. What Alexandria doesn’t 
need is a post-election spending celebration that leaves 
taxpayers with the tab. The city manager’s proposal of the 
assessment increase coupled with a 1-cent tax rate hike — 
with an option for a second cent — seems reasonable.
 This is one time when we wish city councilors wouldn’t 
add their two cents. 

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 For the past five years, 
I’ve watched and participated 
in various kinds of citizen 
engagement in Alexandria. 
Ample opportunity is given 
to residents to speak and en-
gage with city management, 
both elected and appointed, 
but the bottom line is that 
citizen intelligence rarely 
makes it to the finish line.
 Council and staff regularly 
use a great variety of tech-
niques to dismiss and sideline 
expert resident counsel from 
what is a nationally recognized, 
highly educated population.
 These routines include 
dismantling city-offered peti-
tion processes like the protest 
petition, which requires a su-
permajority vote from coun-
cil for approval of a project, 
making concealed, high-im-
pact decisions like the BRAC 
building, setting up one-way 
online communications; con-

ducting surveys that are city-
serving; ignoring legal re-
quirements to inform citizens 
of key docket items like water-
front redevelopment; holding 
large public meetings with no 
tangible outcome; validating 
council and staff’s directives 
through persistent and often 
overwhelming meetings, and 
finally making legal threats 
like over the waterfront plan, 
eminent domain, etc.
 Where might this end? 
People speak when they can 
make a difference … they 
stop when they can’t. This is 
called the spiral of silence, as 
witnessed by those charged 
with building democratic so-
cieties around the world. Its 
natural breeding ground is an 
oligarchy or dictatorship. It 
is sustained by arrogant self-
righteousness.
 Since Virginia was instru-
mental in framing our democ-
racy, the current situation in Al-

exandria is ironic. But the best 
way to change it — through 
city elections — is virtually 
blocked by a tangle of require-
ments and, to be frank, divisive 
politics. There is little incentive 
for those now in power to initi-
ate and implement changes to 
the voting system that put them 
in control. Extreme emotional 
language does not lend itself to 
moderation.
 Being denied impactful 
speech and electoral change 
means residents are forced into 
legal action to challenge coun-
cil decisions. This is no way 
for a city to govern. It is time 
to start engaging in the messy 
business of compromise and to 
stop unseemly attacks from the 
dais and in legislative meetings. 
Devise practical ways of insert-
ing residents’ ideas, and prove 
that Alexandria is, indeed, an 
all-inclusive place to live.

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

City actions discourage resident input
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To the editor:
 Gadsby’s Tavern is one of Alexan-
dria’s many historic treasures, attracting 
residents and tourists alike. But in order 
to keep the landmark well maintained 
and open to the public, we need your 
help. This Saturday, we are hosting the 
second annual Best Bib and Tucker Mar-
dis Gras Ball, a fundraiser to benefit the 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum.
 If the promise of dancing, food and 
an auction isn’t enough of a draw, here 
are a number of interesting facts about 
Gadsby’s:
 The tavern boasts one of the last 
remaining urban ice wells in the area, 
and it preserved ice harvested from 
the river in the winter. The ice well 
could hold up to 68 tons of ice, which 
is equivalent to the weight of 14 adult 
African elephants. The recent renova-
tion of the ice well has won three ar-
chitectural design awards.
 The City Tavern — part of the Gads-
by complex we know today — was the 
five-star hotel of 18th-century Alexan-
dria. The hotel’s amenities included a 
“large stock of good old liquors,” the 
services of a washerwoman, and — for 
only 20 cents in 1801 — clean sheets. 

 The buildings have seen visits from 
six U.S. presidents, founding fathers 
George Washington, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and 
James Monroe, and President Truman; 
three first ladies, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Betty Ford, and Rosalynn Carter and 
one Pope — Pope John Paul II.
 George Washington partied like it 
was 1999 — really 1799 (and 1798) — 
at his Birthnight Ball, held at the City 
Tavern. He said in his diary, “Went up to 
Alexandria to the celebration of my birth 
day. Many manoeuvres were performed 
by the Uniform Corps and an elegant 
Ball and Supper at Night.”
 Thomas Jefferson celebrated his in-
auguration as president in the historic 
ballroom in 1801 and was regaled with 
16 toasts throughout the night. A local 
newspaper said, “… style and elegance 
with which it was furnished, at so short 
a notice, reflect the highest credit on the 
taste and industry of Mr. Gadsby.”
 The variety of entertainment op-
tions found at the establishment had 
no bounds. Citizens and guests took in 
acrobatic displays, danced until the wee 

Support Alexandria historic 
preservation at Gadsby’s Tavern ball

Old Town businesses will be fine
with appropriate vision and change
To the editor:
 In 1999, I moved to the southeast-
ern quadrant of Old Town, having pre-
viously lived in Ohio. I was 25, newly 
married, and when we came to look at 
houses I had a mild heart attack when 
we got on the Beltway.
 One of my college roommates lived 
in Old Town and I knew when I met her 
for dinner that this was the only place 
I wanted to live in Northern Virginia. 
The charm, small town feel and great 
restaurants and shops that lined King 
Street and the side streets made it a no 
brainer. I knew this Midwestern girl was 
not meant for the traffic and congestion 
of suburbia in outer Fairfax.
 Four years later, I was fortunate 
enough to open a store similar to those 
that drew me to the area.
 Recently, a few of the business that 
make Old Town and Del Ray such de-
sirable locations to live and visit have 
closed, causing a measure of alarm in 

civic circles. As a resident, it saddens me 
to see them go. As a fellow small busi-
ness owner, it terrifies me.
 How can I make it if longtime Old 
Town institutions close their doors? The 
truth of the matter is running a small 
business is hard, no matter where you 
live. A recession, government shutdown 
or even a snowstorm can have a drastic 
effect on a store or restaurant’s ability to 
stay open. Most of these things are not in 
our control.
 But what I can control is where my 
business is located. There is no place I 
would rather operate than in Old Town. I 
have received unbelievable support from 
this town over the last 13 years. My cus-
tomers are loyal, supportive and have 
encouraged me to expand over the years.
 The Alexandria Marketing Fund also 
has been a champion for two organiza-
tions I helped start, the Old Town Bou-

 Each year since 1990, the Alex-
andria Commission on Aging’s Ex-
cellence in Aging Awards program 
has honored individuals and orga-
nizations that have demonstrated 
superior contributions in advanc-
ing issues and projects that favor-
ably impact older Alexandrians. 
The commission is now 
accepting nominations for 
the 2016 awards, which 
will be presented on Tues-
day, May 10, 2016. Nomi-
nations are due by April 
1. Awards are presented in 
four categories: 
 The Annie B. Rose Life-
time Achievement Award 
recognizes an individual whose ex-
emplary achievements span a life-
time of public service, and whose 
achievements have been devoted to 
significantly enhancing the com-
munity, especially to advancing so-
cial justice and aging concerns for 
all residents. The award honors the 
superior example of Annie B. Rose 
for her lifetime of outstanding ser-
vice in Alexandria. Recent awardees 
have included John Freeman, Dick 
Moose, Bill Harris, JoAnn Miller, 
Arlene Hewitt and Virginia Hahn.
 The Lois Van Valkenburgh 
Excellence in Aging Award rec-
ognizes someone who has made 
outstanding contributions to el-
evating the quality of life for older 
adults in Alexandria within the 
past year. This award is in honor 
of Lois Van Valkenburgh, a long-
time Alexandria resident, commu-
nity leader and past chairwoman 
of the Alexandria Commission 
on Aging. Van Valkenburgh was 
a tireless advocate of and expert 
in issues related to aging. Her 
strong spirit, steadfast dedica-
tion and strong network helped to 
make Alexandria a better place to 
live for its oldest citizens. Recent 

awardees have included Dr. Dan 
Kulund, David Baker, Amber Ken 
Dewey, Glenn White and Donald 
Templeman.
 The Excellence in Aging Award 
for an Organization recognizes an 
organization that has made out-
standing contributions to elevating 

the quality of life of older 
Alexandrians. Recent 
honorees have included 
the Ronald M. Bradley 
Foundation, Adult Com-
panion Care, Inc., the 
Rotary Club of Alexan-
dria, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Zeta Chi Ome-
ga Chapter, Goodwin 

House Alexandria/Goodwin House 
Foundation, the Senior Ministry of 
Shiloh Baptist Church, and Rebuild-
ing Together Alexandria.
 The Public Service Award rec-
ognizes a city employee who has 
advanced, improved or otherwise 
contributed to making Alexandria 
a more livable community for all 
ages during the course of their job. 
Recent awardees have included 
Terah Chamberlin, MaryAnn Grif-
fin and Shane Cochran. 
 Nominations are open now and 
are due on April 1, 2016. The nomi-
nation package is available on the 
city’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/aging — look in the Highlights 
section. You also can contact Deb-
bie Ludington at 703-746-5694 or 
debbie.ludington@alexandriava.gov. 
The awards will be presented at 6 
p.m. on May 10 in the Vola Lawson 
Lobby of City Hall at 301 King St. 
 The Alexandria Commission 
on Aging is a 21-member citizen 
body appointed by city council to 
advocate on behalf of older Alex-
andrians. 

 
The writer is a member of the  

Alexandria Commission on Aging.

Honoring those who  
make a difference with 

older Alexandrians

By Bob Eiffert
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hours of the morning, learned 
about the stars through an ei-
douranion, viewed a manu-
script draft of a map of Vir-
ginia, and bought tickets to see 
a live bison.
 The building’s most famous 
ghost story — the Tale of the 
Female Stranger — inspired 
Port City Brewery’s Long 
Black Veil beer. The tale of 
the Female Stranger is about 
a woman who arrived in Al-
exandria by ship in October 

1816. Having become ill, she 
was taken to the finest tavern 
in town — Gadsby’s Tavern — 
and was given a room, a doctor 
and two nurses to care for her.
 Her identity, however, was 
kept a mystery. Days passed 
by and her condition wors-
ened. On October 14, 1816, she 
died at the age of 23. She is 
buried at St. Paul’s Cemetery 
and a table-top tomb bears the 
inscription “In the memory of 
the Female Stranger…”
 Revolutionary War hero 
the Marquis de Lafayette was 

entertained at the City Tavern 
during his tour of the United 
States in 1824. He was greeted 
along his parade route by hun-
dreds of spectators and women 
waving handkerchiefs from 
the open windows of neighbor-
ing buildings.
 The museum runs a unique 
Junior Docent program, which 
engages children grades four 
through six in giving tours 
and sharing the history of the 
museum with others. Over the 
course of seven years, 74 chil-
dren have come through the 

program. One of their many 
fun hands-on activities with 
the public is to make and serve 
period-inspired ice cream.
 Mr. Gadsby was known 
for his lavish events, and that 
tradition continues today. Do 
not miss your opportunity to 
attend one of Alexandria’s so-
cial events of the year – The 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
Society’s Best Bib and Tucker 
Ball. The society introduced 
the annual Best Bib and Tucker 
Ball to raise money for preser-
vation, restoration and educa-

tional and cultural programs 
for Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
The term “Best Bib and Tuck-
er” means one’s best clothes 
and was first used in 1747.
 On Saturday from 7 to 10 
p.m., New Orleans comes to 
Alexandria as this year’s theme 
is Mardi Gras. Dance or listen 
to Doc Scantlin and their Impe-
rial Palms Orchestra, who will 
play in the historic ballroom 
and the restaurant, eat gumbo, 
enjoy Alligator Juice, and bid 

tique District and Alexandria 
Stylebook. Their support 
expands beyond these two 
groups and to various organi-
zations in Alexandria that in-
crease economic activity and 
sales tax revenue.
 We also have great partners 
in the Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership, the 
Small Business Development 
Center and Visit Alexandria. 
All three are committed to 
bringing great businesses and 
visitors to Alexandria.
 It is true that there are 
things the city government 
could be doing better. The 
same is true for my business; 
there are always things I could 
improve upon.
 Parking remains a problem 
in Alexandria. I am not a park-
ing expert or a city planner, 
but I do know from customers 
that the two-hour limit, along 
with meters being enforced 
until 9 p.m., is not conducive 
to shopping and dining in 
Old Town. Many people opt 
to park in residential areas, 
where the hours are longer.
 There are garages, but they 
can be expensive and there are 
no garages open in the evening 
west of Alfred Street. Noth-
ing says, “Don’t come back 
to Alexandria to do business,” 
louder than a $40 parking tick-
et. We have higher ticket rates 
than most of our neighbors.
 For years there has been 
a problem with employees 
at City Hall parking on the 
streets, taking up valuable 

spaces that should be used by 
the shoppers whose dollars 
would support the tax base that 
pays the salaries in City Hall.
 A related problem we need 
to fix involves pedestrians. 
Wayfinding is essential in any 
walkable business district with 
street parking, and it is an area 
where we fall short. When I 
visit walkable business dis-
tricts, even historic ones like 
Charleston and Williamsburg, 
I am envious of the signage that 
easily directs visitors to park-
ing, attractions and dining and 
shopping options. Old Town 
has never had a comprehensive 
answer to this problem, and it’s 
way overdue.
 Opening a business in our 
city also needs to be easier. 
I don’t have to deal with the 
special use permit process as 
I am in the apparel industry, 
but many others do and it can 
be lengthy and overly cum-
bersome. Many restaurants 
and service businesses end 
up opening months after they 
anticipated, losing revenue 
because of red tape and dig-
ging a ditch of sunk costs that 
becomes impossible to escape.
 So yes, there is always 
room for progress, and hope-
fully the wave of concern 
spawned by the closure of 
places like Bittersweet, Why 
Not?, and others will provoke 
our community to keep work-
ing to make Old Town and 
Del Ray the best places to 
run independent businesses in 
America.
 We should take the posi-
tives of this transition and 

build upon them. While a few 
folks have expressed concern 
to me that big-box national re-
tailers have begun moving into 
Old Town, long the dominion 
of the independent retailer, I 
believe this change is actually 
a good thing. We need a blend 
to attract shoppers to spend a 
whole day in Old Town and 
not just to run a quick errand. 
Rents on King Street are high 
and, in some situations, it takes 
a national retailer’s volume to 
pay that note.
 Just think about some of the 
positive growth we’ve had as a 
result of chain entry. We traded 
a Hallmark store for Anthro-
plologie and a rug store for 
White House/Black Market, 
both of which complement the 
fashion-heavy local offerings. 
We traded COSI, a food chain, 
for the only Lululemon store in 
the area, a magnet for people to 
come to Old Town to shop for 
the first time.
 One of my worst years in 
business was when the hotel 
next door to me at the time, the 
Holiday Inn, was being rebuilt 
into the Hotel Monaco, owned 
by Kimpton. Since then, Kimp-
ton has purchased two other 
properties in Old Town and has 
become a wonderful civic part-
ner in our city, an advantage 
that was totally worth the wait 
and pain of their construction.
 Change can be good for 
Alexandria. We just have to 
stay focused on the vision of 
what we can do best and what 
we can become.

- Elizabeth Todd
Owner, The Shoe Hive

To the editor:
 I was among several speak-
ers opposing the Ramsey Homes 
rezoning at Saturday’s city 
council public hearing because 
the Braddock East plan did not 
allow for the proposed density. 
 I emphasized the violation 
of trust inherent in city council 
making an ad hoc amendment to 
the Braddock East plan, which 
was arrived at through a com-
munity engagement process. 
This is but the latest example of 
city council reneging upon the 
compromises it has enacted.
 City Councilor John Chap-
man responded by giving ex-
amples of “crises,” affordable 
housing being one, necessitat-
ing city council acting. I coun-
tered by warning that reneging 
on compromises worked out 
through community engage-
ment processes so undermines 
trust in City Hall that citizens 
will hesitate to engage in future 
civic engagements. 
 Chapman’s response, that 
some citizens “choose to view 
it that way,” however, demeans 
public input and the community 
engagement process itself. Citi-
zens might counter that Chap-
man has chosen to view hous-
ing affordability, but not loss of 
open space, as a “crisis.”
 If Chapman’s concern about 
“crisis” is to be a bona fide ba-
sis for City Hall reneging on the 
compromises it has wrought, 
the congressionally authored 
District of Columbia home rule 
act illustrates two flaws in city 
council’s modus operandi:
 1. The “emergency” to 

which Chapman refers has 
never been legally or officially 
declared. Any such declaration 
would catalog appropriate mea-
sures city council could take 
to address the emergency and 
would include a requirement for 
a super-majority vote. Ramsey 
Homes only required a super-
majority because the neighbor-
ing property owners petitioned. 
The D.C. home rule act requires 
emergency acts to justify the 
emergency via a declaration 
subject to a two-thirds vote.
 2. Compromises worked 
out via community engage-
ment processes should only be 
amended via a new community 
engagement process that tries to 
find something else to “give” to 
those harmed by what is to be 
taken via the ad hoc amendment. 
The D.C. home rule act prevents 
the comprehensive land use plan 
from ad hoc amendments by not 
allowing it to be amended more 
frequently than every five years. 
 As a result of Ramsey 
Homes, the question of install-
ing lights at T.C. Williams and 
others, citizens foreseeably 
will balk at involvement in fu-
ture community engagement 
processes without assurances 
the resulting enactment will be 
“locked down” from amend-
ment for a specified time period.
 Recent city council actions 
have made these procedural 
safeguards necessary, lest trust 
be sacrificed to whatever ad 
hoc cause du jour city council 
fancies.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Council should engage citizens BUSINESS       FROM | 27
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uring and immediate-
ly after the Civil War, 
Alexandria’s black 

population exploded with the 
arrival of thousands of former 
slaves called Contrabands, as 
seen in this etching that records 
a multi-generational family on 
its escape to protection behind 
Union lines. 
 Before the war, both free 
and enslaved blacks in Al-
exandria totaled just under 
2,000 and made up less than 
a quarter of the town’s popu-
lation. An 1866 census done 
by the Freedmen’s Bureau, 
the federal agency created to 
help former slaves make the 
transition to their new status, 
tallied nearly 8,000 blacks in 
Alexandria. 
 For a small city that was 
just emerging from four years 
of occupation by Union forces 
with its economy in tatters, this 
massive influx of people need-
ing food, shelter and a means of 
making a living was almost too 
much to absorb.
 The vast majority of these 
refugees lived in hastily con-
structed shacks on the outskirts 
of the downtown area without 
clean water, adequate food, 
heat or sanitary facilities. Many 
moved on to the “Freedmen’s 
Village” in Arlington, which 
was within Alexandria County 
at that time, but regardless of 
where they settled, living condi-
tions were miserable. 
 A correspondent’s account 
of the “colored settlements” in 
Washington could have easily 
described Alexandria, where 

the “shanties are for the most 
part badly located, badly built, 
badly drained, badly ventilated, 
and in every way, prepared for 
the reception and propagation 
of disease in its worst forms.” 
 Some people packed into 
areas that had been Alexan-
dria’s black neighborhoods for 
years, such as “The Bottoms” or 
“Hayti” along Duke Street, but 
other enclaves formed as well. 
“Uptown” was a large area west 
of Washington Street and north 
of Cameron Street that was the 
beginnings of the Parker-Gray 
neighborhood. The “Peters-
burg” neighborhood, shortened 
to “The Burg” in the 20th cen-
tury, and “Fishtown” developed 
just a few blocks from the Po-
tomac River on the north side, 
where rail lines and the gas 
works had already given the 
area an industrial feel.
 This vast migration to 
Southern cities and towns 
not only overwhelmed the 
job market and basic social 
services in places like Alex-
andria, but left much of the 
countryside without sufficient 
agricultural labor. 
 Attempting to address both 
issues, Freedmen’s Bureau staff 
and others tried to get blacks to 
return to farms and plantations, 
especially those people who 
were not originally from Alex-
andria or the immediate area. 
Rumors circulated about people 
being re-enslaved if they went 
back south looking for work, to 
the point that bureau staff issued 
a circular debunking this myth. 
 In early 1866, local bureau 

officials reported that they had 
actually been able to find jobs 
for most of the initial 100 people 
who had applied to them, but 
hundreds more kept coming 
from other parts of Virginia. 
The bureau agent in Charlottes-
ville, addressing a large crowd 
there seeking assistance, urged 
them to stay on the land and not 
push into the towns, remarking 
that “Alexandria was not the 
way to heaven.”
  Other local relief organi-
zations struggled to provide 
services. City council had 
authorized the Trustees of 
the Poor to operate a “soup 
house” for decades, usually 
during the winter months, 
and this facility reopened 
in February 1866. Council 
also supplemented the basic 
food rations dispensed by the 
Freedmen’s Bureau by fund-
ing “Groceries for [the] out-
side poor,” including items 
such as fish, cornmeal, f lour, 
sugar, bacon, coffee, molas-
ses, candles, bar soap, coal 
oil and even chocolate. 
 L’Ouverture Hospital, 
which had provided medical 
care to black troops and civil-

ians, continued to operate until 
the fall of 1867, when the build-
ings were broken up and sold 
by the federal government.

 
Out of the Attic is provided by the 

Office of Historic Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Would you support an additional tax increase over 
that recommended by the city manager to help pay for 
capital projects?

Last Week 
Do you think the new joint ARHA-city council work plan 
will lead to a favorable result for the Ramsey Homes 
property?

64 Votes

A. Yes.
B. No.

 52% Yes.

 48% No.

D

on some one-of-a-kind silent 
auction items such as a neck-
lace by New Orleans jeweler 
Mignon Faget.
 To add to the fun there will 
also be a fortune teller/tarot 
card reader giving free read-
ings of your fortune. Tickets 
for this wonderful evening 
are $150 per person and can 
be purchased at www.gads-
bystavernmuseum.us. 
 It is not often that one can 
partake of a truly historic set-
ting with so much merriment, 
food and libation, and at the 
same time support a worthy 
cause. The Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum Society cordially in-
vites you and hopes to see you 
at our Mardi Gras Ball. 

- Nancy Kegan-Smith
Co-chairwoman,  

Gadsby’s Tavern Best Bib 
and Tucker Mardi Gras Ball
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ABC NOTICES

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s 48 Ark builder

50 Sudden blast of wind
52 Jazzmen’s licks
55 Baking need
56 Boys Town Father
57 Site of monk business?
58 Longtime Chinese chairman
59 Batik workers
61 Celestial object with a tail
64 Harsh cries
65 Corbeled-out window
66 Disreputable woman
67 Hawks’ hangouts
68 Morse code bits
69 Communication for the deaf
   (Abbr.)
70 Feedbag fillers
76 Add muscle (with “up”)
77 Not fake
78 Mortgage holder’s asset
79 Strip of wood
80 Show tune?
82 Suffix with “dino”
84 Milwaukee Journal ___
86 Low beds
89 Sailor’s cord
90 De-creased?
91 Poison ivy woe
92 Violent storm
93 Biblical birthright seller
95 Country cousins
98 Bob Marley was one
99 Internet message
100 Scary apparition
101 Emulates the Cheshire Cat
102 Edict of a Russian czar
104 Its license plates say 
    “Famous potatoes”
107 Miscellany
108 Split or tear
109 Just makes do (with “out”)
110 “___ have to do for now”
111 Cape Canaveral cancellation
112 Govt. procurement group

ACROSS
1 “Not guilty,” e.g.
5 Cartographer’s products
9 Long-handled spoon
14 Three feet
18 Guided trips
19 Neighbor of Pakistan
20 At full speed, on the briny
21 Dump emanation
22 Southwestern stewpots
23 Farmer’s storage tower
24 Bistros
25 Old Chevrolet model
26 “Amen to that, brother”
29 Accepted a gunslinger’s dare
30 Embassy confidant
31 Commonplace, as writing
32 They’re made after a fight
34 Burial chamber
37 Insects with pincers
40 “... happily ___ after”
41 Empty a boat, in a way
42 Heir, at law
43 Plow-pulling beasts
44 ___ Darya (Asian river)
47 Satin quality
49 Chicken order
50 A country’s output, for short
51 Kind of renewal
53 No ___ intended
54 Did away with, in gangster lingo
57 Made one laugh
60 Andean civilization
61 Poker declaration
62 In a despicable way
63 Nightmare feeling
64 Sea chanty refrain
71 Jack-in-the-pulpit, e.g.
72 Anxiety
73 Historic blocks
74 Like an owl
75 How bad decisions may
   be made
76 Port of France
78 Psychedelic drug, for short
81 Exterminators’ targets
83 Fords with racing stripes

84 Haul to court
85 Fence-crossing aid
87 Cunning
88 “What a shame!”
90 Bishop, e.g.
94 Clean, as a pipe
95 China’s dollar
96 Causes resentment
97 “Render therefore ___ Caesar ...”
98 Like evangelical Christians
101 Hospitality recipient
103 Common street name
105 Run ___ (go wild)
106 Light puffy bread,
     ironically
113 All-knowing herb?
114 Assumed name
115 Big name in sneakers
116 Some choir voices
117 Part of a cash register
118 Shampoo finish
119 Dec. 24 and 31
120 Hagar the Horrible’s lady
121 Guinness and others
122 Gave cough medicine to,
    e.g.
123 “___ we forget ...” (Kipling)
124 Norway’s capital
DOWN
1 Type of pony or shirt
2 “To Sir, With Love” singer
3 Not permanent, as ink
4 Allegro ___ (very fast)
5 Poker boo-boo
6 Opera solo
7 Part of a hand
8 Prying
9 Compound in milk
10 Eastern nurses
11 Silly and foolish
12 In ___ of (replacing)
13 Force into servitude
14 “Way Down ___ in New Orleans”
15 Decorate
16 Exercised one’s wanderlust
17 Sketches
18 Part of a Happy Meal

27 Cartoon “lightbulb”
28 More than suggest
33 Greasy spoon handout
34 Cook’s meas., sometimes
35 Hawaii’s “Gathering Place”
36 Dignified manner or conduct
38 Rub the wrong way
39 Garden nuisance
40 Booted one
43 Early stages
44 “Dogpatch” name
45 Former Portuguese territory 
   in China
46 Divest of weapons

JOANN M. BOVE (73),  
of Alexandria, March 10, 2016
PEGGE CREPEAU,  
of Alexandria, October 18, 2015
DAVID F. HARRIS (85),  
of Alexandria, March 7, 2016
SHARON K. JOHNSTON (58),  
formerly of Alexandria, 
March 4, 2016
JOSEPH A. PETTIT, formerly 
of Alexandria, March 11, 2016
ANN L. PRIDE (68),  
of Alexandria, February 21, 2016
DOROTHY E. TURNER (87),  
of Alexandria, March 3, 2016
MARYLOU WHELAN, formerly 
of Alexandria, March 4, 2016
BIRDIE H.J. WHITSETT,  
of Alexandria, March 8, 2016

Obituaries

OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral home 
on a per-word basis comparable to 
the space rate offered to nonprofit 
advertisers. 
Obituaries should be submitted 
through the funeral home. Each 
obituary must include the funeral 
home name for verification.
Deadlines are the Monday prior to 
the issue date. Call 703.739.0001 
for details.
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

ROBERT BEATSON
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

40 years’ experience. Licensed and insured. 
Call for FREE estimate   

(703)987-5096

Go from green to clean!  
 jnave@comcast.net

No job too big or small. 

R&N Carpentry
Power washing • Deck sealing 

& staining • Deck & fence repair 
• Exterior wood rot • Vinyl siding  

•Roof repairs • Screen porches
• Handyman services. 

HELP WANTED
Part Time Admin Assistant – 
Front Desk
Dr’s office needs front desk as-
sistant for busy friendly office. 
Skills in answering phones, make 
appointments, post charges & 
payments. Must have knowledge 
of computers,use of Medical 
Manager system helpful. Tues-
days and Thursdays 8:30 - 5:00 
in Alexandria Mt Vernon area.  
Part time only need apply. 
Please contact Office Manager at 
dermalexwb1@gmail.com with the 
subject line “resume”.

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 2016
The items described below will be heard 
by the Planning Commission and the 
City Council on the dates and times 
listed below. NOTICE: Some of the 
items listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item will be 
approved at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing to a 
future date.  For further information 
call the Department of Planning and 
Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2016 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2016

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a 
work session on April 5, 2016 at 6:00pm 
to discuss small business zoning 
and the proposed amendments to the 
Zoning Ordinance, and the Potomac 

Yard Metro Station development.  The 
work session will be held at City Hall 
Council Work Room, 301 King Street 
Alexandria, VA  22314.
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan
(A) Initiation of a Master Plan 
Amendment; and (B) Public hearing 
and consideration of a request to 
include the Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Master Plan as a section of the 
Transportation Master Plan Chapter 
of the City’s Master Plan. Staff: 
Transportation and Environmental 
Services.

Advisory recommendations to the 
City Manager, under Section 6.14 of 
the City Charter, regarding the Capital 
Improvement Program. Staff: City of 
Alexandria Office of Management 
and Budget.

Special Use Permit #2015-0128
4800 Brenman Park Drive - Dog Park
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to add lights to and to expand 
the Ben Brenman Dog Park; zoned: 
CDD #9/Coordinated Development 
District #9. 
APPLICANT: Department of Rec-
reation, Parks, and Cultural Affairs

Text Amendment #2016-0002
Sign Regulations
Public hearing and consideration of 
(A) initiation of a text amendment; 
and (B) text amendment to Article IX 
of the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
regulations for signs allowed on 
properties in each zone. Staff: 
Department of Planning and Zoning

Coordinated Development District 
Concept Plan #2015-0005
1200 North Fayette Street -  

Braddock Gateway
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for an amendment 
to a previouslyapproved CDD 
Conceptual Design Plan to change the 
use programing on the site, building 
height and configuration, and road 
location and circulation; zoned: 
CDD #15/Coordinated Development 
District #15. APPLICANT: Braddock 
Gateway, LLC, represented by Mary 
Catherine Gibbs, attorney

Special Use Permit #2016-0009
322 North Alfred Street (parcel 
address: 326 North Alfred Street) – 
Bright Mind Daycare
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request to operate a daycare 
business; zoned: RB/Residential 
Medium-Townhouse.
APPLICANT: Bright Mind Daycare

Special Use Permit #2016-0011
823 King Street (parcel address: 821 
King Street) Sweetgreen
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant; zoned: 
KR/King Street Retail. 
APPLICANT: Sweetgreen

Encroachment #2016-0002
700 South Pitt Street 
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for an encroachment into 
the public rightofway for a fence; 
zoned: RM/Residential Medium-
Townhouse.
APPLICANT: Thomas Campbell

*THE FOLLOWING WILL BE 
HEARD BY PLANNING COM-
MISSION ONLY (AND BY CITY 
COUNCIL ONLY UPON APPEAL).

Subdivision #2016-0002
2210 Russell Road 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to subdivide one lot into two 
lots; zoned: R12/Residential Low 
Single-Family. 
APPLICANT: John T. Grubbs

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received 
for administrative review and approval.

For information about this application 
or to comment, visit the City’s website 
at www.alexandriava.gov/planning or 
call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2016-0022 
103 N. Alfred Street – Proposed 
Business: Bittersweet  
Request for a new administrative Special 
Use Permit to operate a restaurant; 
zoned KR/King Street Retail.   
APPLICANT: Serendipitous Inc.  
PLANNER: Sara Brandt-Vorel –  
sara.brandtvorel@Alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director 
of Planning and Zoning.  If you 
have any comments regarding the 
proposal above, please contact 
Planning and Zoning staff at 
703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than April 7, 2016.

LEGAL NOTICE HELP WANTED

PT BOOKKEEPER – 15 HOURS/ 
WEEK Local nonprofit seeks book- 
keeper with minimum 3 years ex-
perience, preferably in nonprofit. 
Accounting degree preferred; Quick-
books required. Submit resume, cov-
er letter and salary requirements to: 
accountingjobs2016@yahoo.com

ATTORNEY

HOME SERVICES
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I specialize in providing the highest level of personalized service to each 
and every client and I work diligently to negotiate the best possible deal 
on their behalf. I promise to serve my clients with honestly, integrity and 
professionalism at all times.  

If you are thinking of making a move, let me put my skills and expertise to 
work for you. Contact me today for a confidential consultation. 

Jessica Richardson

Jessica has been our realtor for almost 10 years. She helped me buy my first condo as a 
bachelor to our next home as a married couple and now our current family home. I trust 

Jessica completely. She has always been honest and accurate in her advice to us. She has 
made each purchase and sale a positive experience and I couldn’t recommend her enough.
            ~ Mike and Sally K.

“ “
Listings & Recent Sales

If you are considering buying, selling or investing in  
real estate let Jessica be your trusted advisor.

SOLD

For S
ale

Contra
ct

For S
ale

REALTOR® Serving Virginia & DC 
NVAR Top Producer 
Seniors Residential Specialist 

703.864.3438
jessica@jessicarichardson.com
www.jessicarichardson.com

Jessica Richardson


