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Councilors support tax
hike for infrastructure

....

3-cent rise would provide
$10.2 million as cash
capital for projects
BY CHRIS TEALE

PHOTO/DIY DEL RAY

An example of the street art to be on show at La Bella Strada,
an arts festival to be held on Mount Vernon Avenue on May
14 to raise money for The Del Ray Montessori School.t

New arts festival to raise
money for Del Ray school
La Bella Strada brings
Italian art form to Mount
Vernon Avenue sidewalks
BY CHRIS TEALE

Some sidewalks lining
streets in the Del Ray neighborhood are set to be transformed
May 14 into a sea of color during the first ever La Bella Strada arts festival, scheduled to
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The festival originates from
an ancient Italian art form, and
its name translates to “The
Beautiful Street.” On Mount
Vernon Avenue between Hume
and Windsor avenues, the sidewalks will be filled on both
sides of the street by five-footby-five-foot and 10-foot-by-10foot square spaces for those

wishing to draw with chalk.
The event is being organized by parents from The
Del Ray Montessori School,
as it looks to fund a move to
a more permanent and larger
home. Currently, the school
uses classroom space in the Del
Ray United Methodist Church
at 100 E. Windsor Ave., which
presents some challenges as
the space must be cleared for
church use on weekends and for
summer camps.
“[The church has] been very
cooperative, but the building is
a shared space and it doesn’t
have everything that we need
as a Montessori school to make
it function ideally,” said Candi
Ellis, a teacher and parent at

the school and one of the festival’s organizers. “We have
some limitations as far as playgrounds — we walk to parks
for the kids to play — we have
limitations as far as the space
itself. … We just want a place
we feel is our own, that we
don’t have to break down every
weekend and put everything
away.”
Ellis said the school — established in 2011 — hopes to
raise $100,000 to get the project
moving, of which she estimated
$50,000 would be spent on the
exploratory work with architects and the permitting process. She said $100,000 gives

2-cent increase as
cash capital to fund
transportation and facilities projects as well
as improve broadband
Internet. Staff recommended
that the remaining $3.4 million
be spent to fund Alexandria
City Public Schools’ proposal
for a centralized pre-K facility. An additional $5.2 million
would be borrowed to fund the
total $8.3 million needed for the
retrofitting of the leased space.
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A proposed real estate tax
rate increase of 3 cents to help
pay for capital projects in the
city received strong support
from city councilors at their
preliminary add/delete budget work session Tuesday night at City Hall.
In his proposed
budget unveiled in
January, City Manager Mark Jinks proposed a 1-cent property
tax rate increase. City council
then set the maximum increase at 3 cents at a March
meeting and directed Jinks
and his staff to provide options for spending the additional cash on capital projects.
City staff recommended
using $6.8 million of the projected $10,245,600 in extra
revenue from the additional

SUMMER CAMP DIRECTORY
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

CHAPEL HILL
$1,399,000

KING’S HUNDRED
Coming Soon

IVY HILL
$849,000

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half
an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park.

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a
3 car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring
ceilings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining
room, spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite.

Beautiful brick center hall colonial
on a quiet cul de sac!

4 bedrooms (all upper level), 3.5 baths with over 4,000 sq. ft.
of living space. Generous room sizes, great flow, hardwood floors
on 2 levels and many recent updates. Family room with fireplace,
huge finished lower level & lovely fenced yard.

Expanded brick colonial on a dead end street
1 mile from King St. METRO!

BRADDOCK COVE
$799,000

BRADLEE HOMES
$599,000

WARWICK VILLAGE
$550,000
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Beautifully updated and move-In ready on
a quiet cul de sac!

4 bedrooms (all upper), 3 baths, over 3,200 sq. ft. on 3 finished
levels. New kitchen, family room with fireplace & huge lower level
recreation room. 2 decks are perfect for chill in’ & grilling’!

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, living room with fireplace & family
room with wet bar and breakfast area. Lower level recreation room with full bath and storage room. Lovely yard
with patio, manicured lawn and off street parking.
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Beautiful 2 level rambler on a dead end street
blocks to Bradlee Shopping Center!
4 bedrooms (3 main, 1 lower), 2 baths, living room with
fireplace and updated kitchen. Lower level family room
with 4th bedroom and full bath. Fenced yard with deck,
patio, garage/shed & off street parking.

Renovated from
top to bottom
and just blocks
from “The Avenue”
in Del Ray!
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 3
finished levels. Gourmet
kitchen with pass thru
to the dining room and
living room. 3 upper
level bedrooms with a
full bath. Lower level
recreation room, full
bath and large storage/
laundry room. Gorgeous
flagstone patio accessed
from the living room!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
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City to observe Days of
Remembrance for Holocaust victims
The City of Alexandria is
slated to observe a Days of
Remembrance ceremony for
the victims of the Holocaust
at noon on May 3 in Market
Square. It is the 29th consecutive year that the city has
hosted the ceremony.
This year’s theme is “Justice Justice, Shall You Pursue.” City council hosts the
annual ceremony as part of
the weeklong commemoration of the national Days of
Remembrance, which lasts

from May 1 through May 8.
During the ceremony,
Mayor Allison Silberberg
and city councilors will light
a candelabrum that the late
Holocaust survivor Charlene
Schiff and her husband, Ed,
donated to the city.
The 54-inch high solid
brass candelabrum was given in memory of Charlene
Schiff’s parents, sister and
the six million Jews and millions of others who died in
the Holocaust.

This year’s speaker is
Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat, head of the international
practice at law firm Covington & Burling and the U.S.
Secretary of State’s Special
Advisor on Holocaust Issues. Eizenstat is responsible
for offering policy advice on
Holocaust-related matters to
U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry and other State Department officials.

working with the city and outside agencies in the construction of capital projects makes
him the right person to manage
Alexandria’s complex project
implementation efforts.”
As director of project implementation, Bernstein is responsible for providing leadership for the department,
and will be involved directly
in projects like implementing the waterfront small area
plan and developing the Potomac Yard Metro station.
As acting director, he directed the development of a
project management and reporting database that allows

for real-time project monitoring and reporting, and initiated
improved project management
processes to improve the evaluation of project performance.
Bernstein joined city staff
in 2006 as a senior civil engineer in the construction
management and inspections
division of the department
of transportation and environmental services. In that
position, he was responsible
for the successful design
and construction of several
capital projects, including the
Contrabands and Freedmen
Cemetery Memorial.
- Chris Teale
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Bradlee Shopping Center
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Mitchell Bernstein named city
director of project implementation
City Manager Mark Jinks
announced last week that
Mitchell Bernstein has been
appointed director of the city
department of project implementation. Bernstein has
served as acting director since
January 2015. The department
was created in 2013 to accelerate the implementation of
city infrastructure projects,
like work on roads, storm
water and sanitary sewers, as
well as major parks and public
areas like the waterfront.
“Mitch is an effective, proven leader with a broad range
of experience,” said Jinks in
a statement. “His expertise in
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4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.
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CRIME
Public safety personnel honored at 2016
Valor Awards

BUY ONE GET ONE
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Friday, April 29–Sunday, May 8
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Handcrafted beauty
from makers around the world.
915 King St, Alexandria
Mon–Sat 10–7, Sun 12–6
703-684-1435
alexandria.tenthousandvillages.com
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Fourteen members of the Alexandria sheriff’s office, police
department and fire department
were honored April 20 at the
2016 Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce Foundation Public
Safety Valor Awards Luncheon
at Belle Haven Country Club.
The program, presented by
Inova Alexandria Hospital, recognizes acts of valor and life-saving
actions performed by police officers, fire fighters and sheriff’s
deputies during incidents in 2015.
NBC4 morning anchor Eun Yang
served as emcee for the event.
Sheriff’s deputies Manuel
Lee, Myrna Juarez, Devon
Neckles, Cinie Bearden and
deputy sheriff Joseph Runquist
all won lifesaving awards. Fire-

fighter Kristina Holt and captain
Jason Wehmeyer of the Alexandria Fire Department won lifesaving awards, while captain
Wells Wilson won the certificate of valor.
From the Alexandria Police
Department, officers Richard

Vergara and Matthew Barnickle
won silver medals, officer Alexa
Mastrostefano won a lifesaving
award, sergeants Patrick Taylor
and Daniel Plank won certificates of valor, while officer Stephen Riley won a bronze medal.
- Chris Teale

Man convicted for 2009 murder of
Michael Horton in Old Town
Willie Burnett Smith, Jr. was
found guilty April 22 of the 2009
murder of Michael Horton in Old
Town. The jury unanimously
convicted Smith for second-degree murder, and recommended
a sentence of 40 years, the maximum prescribed by law.
On June 18, 2009, Smith
stabbed Michael Horton to
death inside of a vehicle that
was parked in the 600 block of
N. Payne St. Horton’s body was
then pushed out of the car and
left in the alley as the defendant escaped. Horton and the
defendant knew each other, and
a passer-by later said that they
appeared to be engaged in an
argument prior to the homicide.

andria Times, April 28
Thousand Villages Alexandria
x 3.4"

n Thousand Villages
rmission to use this resource as it appears. Any alterations or use
graphic elements apart from this design must be approved by
e Ten Thousand Villages Marketing Department, (717) 859-8170.

POLICE BEAT
®

The case was prosecuted
by senior assistant Commonwealth’s Attorneys Laura
Greene and Angela Dougherty.
“When I assumed office in
2014, the Alexandria Police Department and I reviewed the investigation into the death of Michael Horton,” Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bryan Porter said in a
statement. “We concluded that,
despite the passage of several
years, there was sufficient evidence to secure a conviction.
“I firmly believe that every
murder is an assault upon the
peace and dignity of the city
and the standards of a civilized
society. This case is proof that
my office and the Alexandria

Police Department will continue to pursue murder cases despite the intervening passage of
time. I sincerely believe this to
be a moral obligation incumbent
upon any holder of my office.
The memory of the victim of a
murder demands nothing less.
“My thoughts are with Mr.
Horton’s friends and families. I
sincerely hope that this verdict
provides them with a modicum
of solace. Finally, I would like to
thank the jury for the time they
expended and the consideration
they brought to the matter.”
Smith is slated for formal
sentencing on May 19 in Alexandria Circuit Court.
- Chris Teale

The following incidents occurred between April 20 and April 27.

36 11 21 6
1 1 3
3
THEFTS

ROBBERY

DRUG
CRIMES

SEXUAL
OFFENSE

ASSAULTS

AGGRAVATED
ASSAULTS

VEHICLE
THEFTS

BURGLARIES

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com
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Shedding some light on the situation
Light It Up! citizens committee campaigns to light
Potomac Yard basketball
courts
BY CHRIS TEALE

Potomac Yard resident Bruce
Falk said it was about two years
ago when he first noticed the
basketball courts at the Potomac
Yard Park were without lights
while the tennis courts had them.
He said he took to social
media website Facebook to
complain, and got a response
from Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
saying that something should
be done. That planted a seed in
Falk’s mind, and now he is at
the forefront of a public-private
partnership to light the basketball courts in the park at 2501
Potomac Ave.
Known as the Light it Up!
The Potomac Yard Park Basketball Court Lighting Citizens
Committee, the group is look-

ing to raise $75,000 over three
years towards the new lights,
half its cost. The other half was
set aside in City Manager Mark
Jinks’ proposed 10-year capital
improvement budget, something the committee learned of
in March.
In addition, staff with the
city’s department of parks, recreation and cultural activities
told the group that the provision
for lights is included in the original Development Special Use
Permit, meaning that no further
administrative action or approval from city officials is required.
“That’s one of the things
that’s made putting this together so easy,” Falk said. “That’s
what’s made it such an easy sell,
certainly to the city manager
and I hope to city council.”
The partnership’s continuation is contingent on council
approving the budget with this

COURTESY PHOTO

The Light it Up! The Potomac
Yard Park Basketball Court
Lighting Citizens Committee is
looking to partner with the city
to light the basketball courts at
Potomac Yard Park. City Manager Mark Jinks set aside $75,000
in the fiscal 2017-2026 capital
budget, with the committee slated to raise another $75,000.

line-item included. Councilors have begun the add/delete
process, and are slated to give
final approval to the operating
and capital budgets at a special
meeting May 5.
Meanwhile, the committee is
in the final stages of drafting a
memorandum of understanding
with the city promising to raise
the funds if the item remains in
the budget. Falk said it has been
a simple process to follow thus
far, as it is not without precedent
in the city.
“We just followed the existing models for stuff that had
been done before, because why
re-invent the wheel?” he said.
“We can redo stuff that’s been
successful.”
In addition, Falk said the committee has an agreement in principle with ACT for Alexandria,
SEE LIGHTS | 10
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1988 to 2016

Thank
You
Maestro Kim Allen Kluge

for 28 inspiring seasons in Alexandria!

Celebrate Maestro Kluge’s final
performance and World Premiere!

American Concerto for Piano & Orchestra

by Kim Allen & Kathryn Vassar Kluge
featuring Thomas Pandolfi, piano

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2016 AT 8PM

RACHEL M. SCHLESINGER CONCERT HALL & ARTS CENTER

(703) 548-0885 • www.alexsym.org
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the school some extra money in
the bank, so it could potentially
begin the planning process and
make a down payment.
“The difficult thing about

a Montessori school that’s
called ‘The Del Ray Montessori School’ is that there are
some geographical limitations
to where we can purchase and
the real estate values are very
high, plus the requirements
that the city has [for] a school

are significant,” Ellis said.
“We need outdoor space. We
need an easement for drop-off
and pick-up. We need parking.
There are a lot of things that
we need.”
The school began its fundraising efforts last year by par-

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

The Del Ray Montessori School has been in existence since 2011,
and is looking to raise funds for its own permanent space through
the first La Bella Strada arts festival on May 14. Currently, the
school shares space with the Del Ray United Methodist Church.

Business Banking
that’s big on service,
small on fees.
Sounds good, doesn’t it?
At Burke & Herbert Bank, you get
the personal attention and service
you need along with flexible
business accounts and powerful
cash management services that
fit your budget.

ticipating in Spring2ACTion, non Community School. ItalAlexandria’s day of giving or- ian for “Children’s House,” the
ganized by community fund area will allow young artists
ACT for Alexandria and raising to collaborate on their own
nearly $14,000 toward its new chalk art, with the outline for
building. And Ellis said there that piece provided by the Powere other small fundraising tomac Art Therapy Associaevents held like wine tastings tion. There also will be events
and clothes swaps to add to the at the school, and a happy hour
fund. This year, it raised an ad- for artists and other particiditional $11,869 through Spring- pants at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub
2ACTion.
afterwards, all while Mount
Ellis said La Bella Strada, Vernon Avenue remains open
which they anticipate will be as normal.
the major fundraiser of the
“We’re not shutting down
year, not only would raise the streets, but the idea is
money but also contribute to that people will know about
the community. Businesses it, they’ll come, they’ll watch
will sponsor the squares, the artists work. They’ll shop,
while anyone who wishes to they’ll eat, go to the farmers’
donate $100 will get to create market,” Duss said. “All that
their own five-foot-by-five- stuff happens, business as usufoot painting on the sidewalk. al, but there’ll be this added,
Sponsors of the festival in- wonderful event happening
clude the Del Ray Business from 9 to 3 that day, and other
Association and the Del Ray activities outside the school.”
Citizens Association, as well
The tradition of Italian street
as a number of the neighbor- art began in the 16th century,
hood’s small businesses.
when painters who had been
from the Torpedo employed to work on paintIf using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logoArtists
size 2.
Factory and other organiza- ing large cathedrals and other
tions will be featured, while buildings needed to make extra
some businesses have their own money after their employment
At Your Service Since 1852
At Yourwas
Service
Since 1852 In Italy, they
artists in mind to help promote
complete.
their services. One example were known as “Madonnari,”
Leslie Duss, a parent at the as they often recreated images
school and another festival or- of the Madonna.
ganizer, gave was of The DogThe organizers hope this
gy Walker, which has an artist will be the first of many such
that paints pictures of dogs.
festivals on Mount Vernon
At Your Service Since 1852
At Your Service Since 1852
In addition, a so-called Avenue, as the school looks
“Casa de Bambini” will be to continue to fundraise for its
©2016 Burke & Herbert Bank
featured near the Mount Ver- new building.

Bank to a
Burke & Herbert Bank
different
beat

Visit your neighborhood branch today!
burkeandherbertbank.com ! 703-684-1655
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R E B U I L D . R E V I TA L I Z E .

Since 1986, we’ve been preserving housing affordability with free safe
and healthy home repairs. Our volunteers and
partners have provided $7M worth of in-kind
contributions to low-income homeowners and
non-profit agencies throughout Alexandria.

MANY THANKS
to this year’s key partners

Look for our
volunteers
rebuilding homes
and lives across
the City this
weekend.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org
703.836.1021
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Let’s Eat
Breakfast is done right at Extra Perks

A special advertising feature of the Alexandria Times

Hospitals, universities, school
systems and professionals agree
with the adage, “Breakfast is the
most important meal of the day.”
So it is little wonder that Alexandria’s Extra Perks Coffee Shop
and Cafe, a breakfast treasure,
is always bustling as it provides
breakfast, brunch and lunch seven days a week.
Many argue that Perks, located at 822 N. Fairfax St., has
the most outstanding breakfast
in the D.C. area, particularly its
British breakfast menu. Others
maintain that the cafe’s pancakes
are the best around.
Not only is the food fabulous,
but the atmosphere is cheery and
upbeat. The breakfast, lunch and
brunch menus are extensive and
items are reasonably priced.
It is little wonder that diners line up to order a myriad of
mouthwatering items on the menu.
The three egg omelet and the blueberry, chocolate chip or regular
pancakes are all light, fluffy and
tasty. Similarly, the hash browns
are light and not greasy, and the
toast is cooked just right.

The British breakfast with eggs,
bangers, applewood smoked bacon, grilled tomatoes, mushrooms
and toast, is a menu selection that
is so scrumptious everyone should
try it. Others recommend ordering
the American breakfast with eggs,
toast and bacon. Perks also offers
great choices for vegetarians and
vegans.
Lunch is a treat at Extra Perks
Coffee Shop and Cafe. Sandwiches are served on ciabatta
bread that is light and not too
dense and bready.
The gourmet tuna sandwich with jalapeno, red onion
and cilantro has been a best
seller since it was introduced.
Other unique offerings include
the grilled eggplant, the baked
salmon, the smoked salmon, and
the roasted chicken. More traditional sandwiches like the BLT,
ham and cheese and bacon are
also a hit.
Not everyone is looking for a
sandwich at midday, and Perks
again comes through with its
fish and chips, open-faced omelet, shepherd’s pie, beef stout

casserole and bangers and mash,
among other dishes.
On the weekends, the Perks
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brunch is unbelievably tasty and
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diners will finish their meal
thinking that Extra Perks lives
up to the hype. Bring the family,
come with a friend or visit alone.
Perks prides itself on making
sure everyone feels welcome and
loves their meal.

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner

$18.95

For more information, go to
www.extraperkscoffeeshopandcafe.com or call 703-706-5886 for
carry out. Perks is located at 822
N. Fairfax St. and is open 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday,
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday and
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sunday.

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

From the founder of

Au Pied de Cochon

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010

Call for catering.

Every Thursday Night

$5.00 OFF

1/2 Price on a

Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday
Many items under 250 calories

Let’s Eat

can help your business!

Open 7 Days a Week

$2.00 OFF

Any purchase of $8.00 or more

See how advertising in

•

Enjoy

Bottle of Wine

We love the response from patrons who
read our review in the Alexandria Times!
- Melanie Jones, District manager, Indigo Landing

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Infrastructure spending with 3-cent tax increase
Additional Complete Streets funding

$730,000

Additional funding for courthouse renovations and
HVAC replacement
Additional DASH replacement bus purchases

BUDGET

FROM | 1

Councilors agreed that investments had been put off for
too long, and investing now
would prevent an even larger
bill down the road.
“Deferring … only drives
the cost up and only exacerbates the problem we find ourselves in,” warned Vice Mayor
Justin Wilson.
Within the plan, $730,000
would be spent on additional funding for the Complete
Streets program; $2.3 million
on renovations of the city’s court
house; $1.4 million on replace-

FY 2017 Cost

$2.3 M
$1.4 M

Energy retrofit of city facilities

$450,000

Gadsby’s and Apothecary museums facility repairs

$996,000

Additional street reconstruction and resurfacing funding

$570,000

Additional funding for municipal broadband engineering

$400,000

Retrofit of leased facility for ACPS preschool center
TOTAL

$3.4 M
$10.25 M

ment DASH buses; $450,000 on
energy retrofitting city facilities; $996,000 on repairs at the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum and Gadsby’s Tavern;
$570,000 on street repairs; and
$400,000 on municipal broadband Internet engineering.
Mayor Allison Silberberg
argued for deferring some of
the projects and spreading
them out over more years, es-

pecially the work on the courthouse and at the apothecary
museum and Gadsby’s Tavern.
Silberberg said having
slightly less of a tax burden on
households — even by a halfcent — might make things easier financially in the long run,
especially for those on fixed
incomes who have seen their
property values rise but their
income not keep pace.

City Councilor Paul Smedberg said that in light of recent fires and other incidents
at Gadsby’s Tavern, some of
which have caused significant
damage, the city could not afford to wait any longer.
General services director
Jeremy McPike said conditions
at the courthouse got so bad that
SEE BUDGET | 15

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY

WASHINGTON
INTERNATIONAL
ACADEMY
Admits students of any race,
color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the
base of race, color, national
or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policy,
admissions policy, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.
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a community foundation that
looks to increase charitable giving in the city. Falk said ACT
for Alexandria would partner
as a repository for funds that
are raised towards the project,
meaning that money could be
used only for the lights.

To raise the money, Falk said
the committee has various ideas
for how it can be done, “some
more pie in the sky than others,”
he said. One fundraising idea that
Falk floated is a possible threeon-three basketball tournament
in the summer, while corporate
and nonprofit sponsorship also is
being actively explored.

“Obviously if we can grab
huge chunks of money in a
hurry without having to have an
additional sweetener to it, that’s
secondary to the main goal,”
Falk said. “And [that] shouldn’t
get in the way of the main goal,
which is to make sure that we
get the lights installed so that all
residents can enjoy the courts.”

PHOTO/MAXINE SCHNITZER

We’re doing it with Chinquapin,
where the council budgeted money
and the community has to raise $2.5
million in that case. We did it with
some improvements made to a [Hume
Springs Park] and the Four Mile Run
Farmers’ Market. These are all examples of
uses in our parks and public spaces where
the city is partnering with private folks
to make things happen that in difficult
budget times otherwise wouldn’t happen.”

Area’s Newest Retirement Community
Opening Spring 2016
Highly Respected Company Serving Families for 15 Years
✔ A lifestyle characterized by choice, opportunity and personalized care,
focusing on possibilities rather than limitations
✔ A full calendar of SPICE Programs addresses all dimensions of wellness –
Spiritual, Physical, Intellectual, Cultural and Emotional
✔ Compassionate and highly-trained associates
✔ Health care professionals, including doctors and physical therapists, will
hold office hours within the community reducing the transportation burden
✔ Plus, our specially designed Wellspring Village® neighborhood, where we
are able to create joy for residents and their families despite the challenges
people living with dementia face

Welcome Center
Now Open
Please call for more information.
3450 Gallows Road • Annandale, VA 22003
www.BrightviewWoodburn.com

703-462-9998

-Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
The committee’s hopes are
contingent on the city approving the $75,000 appropriation
for the lights. Falk said the focus right now is on planning
their moves so they can make
progress as quickly as possible,
with the draft MOU set to be finalized Friday. Meanwhile, others are looking to use existing
connections or forge new ones
with existing organizations,
including the Greater Washington, Alexandria-Olympic Boys
and Girls Club.
“From that time to May, basically what we decided to do
was get all of our ducks in a
row and beating a drumbeat so
that we can hit the ground running as soon as the project is in
place,” Falk said.
Wilson said the public-private partnership is something
that has been done across the
city for various projects, and is a
good way to get the community
involved.
“We’re doing it with Chinquapin, where the council budgeted money and the community

has to raise $2.5 million in that
case,” Wilson said. “We did it
with some improvements made
to a [Hume Springs Park] and the
Four Mile Run Farmers’ Market.
These are all examples of uses
in our parks and public spaces
where the city is partnering with
private folks to make things happen that in difficult budget times
otherwise wouldn’t happen.”
As for the courts themselves,
advocates say new lights will be
of great benefit.
“As the city manager explains in the draft budget, the
basketball courts have become
very well used since being
built,” Falk wrote in a letter to
city council that was provided
to the Times. “The addition of
proper lighting will ensure that
this already popular attraction
becomes safer and more accessible, improving the quality of
life in Alexandria by promoting citizens’ health and welfare.
We have the collective will, and
with the matching funds in the
budget, are confident that together we can find the money.”

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Preserving safe homes across the Port City
Rebuilding Together
Alexandria prepares for
National Rebuilding Day
BY CHRIS TEALE

One of the largest nationwide days of community service approaches, as National
Rebuilding Day is set for April
30. It is led in Alexandria by
Rebuilding Together Alexandria, the Port City’s branch of
Rebuilding Together, a nonprofit that looks to preserve affordable housing.
In the city, officials with
the local nonprofit said they
expect more than 800 volunteers to spread out across the

city to provide free repairs and
upgrades to 60 low-income
homeowners. Around 10,000
volunteers get involved with
the program across the country.
Homeowners are from a wide
cross-section of backgrounds,
including the elderly, disabled
and military veterans.
Rebuilding Together Alexandria president Katharine
Dixon said most of the organization’s clients in Alexandria
are over the age of 66, and between 10 to 15 percent are veterans and their families. Dixon
said volunteers have plenty of
tasks to keep them busy.

COURTESY PHOTO

Around 800 volunteers are expected to contribute on National Rebuilding Day in Alexandria on behalf of
nonprofit organization Rebuilding Together Alexandria.

“Our volunteers will be doing everything from minor roof
patching to dry wall repair to
installing handrails and extra
lights to make homes safer and
— in theory — healthier for the
low-income clients who live in
these homes,” she said.
Homeowners can apply for
Rebuilding Together Alexandria’s services, which then carries out a home visit to match
up homeowners’ needs with the
skill sets of volunteer teams.
Dixon said it is an effort that
goes far beyond just the one

COURTESY PHOTO

During National Rebuilding Day, volunteers will do everything from roof
patching to dry wall repair to installing handrails and extra lights, all to
make homes safer and healthier.

national day, especially if some
needs are pressing and require
more urgent fixes.
“Some clients, if we see
them in November and their
roof is leaking, we immediately send out a roof contractor,
because obviously that repair
cannot wait until we have a
volunteer team,” she said. “But
other repairs, we can maybe
do a house visit in January and
we can wait until April when
we can send a team of 10 to 20
volunteers out to make those repairs.”

Dixon said that the organization’s work is primarily focused in Old Town, the north
end of the city and the West
End. While there are scattered
sites in other areas, Dixon said
that homeowners in areas of
Old Town and on the West End
have often been in their houses
for a long time and their incomes may not have kept up
with the cost of living.
“Our clients do qualify as
low-income homeowners, so
SEE REBUILDING | 25

703-739-2273
700 Princess St, Suite 202, Alexandria VA 22314
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“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
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—Helena Scott
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iscover why many people like you have come to call the Hermitage
home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with an array of services
and amenities.
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City implements 9-1-1
text messaging service
Officials: Region-wide effort
will expand emergency
service access
BY ERICH WAGNER

Alexandria officials announced last month the expansion of 9-1-1 service to allow
residents to send a text message to the number in case of
an emergency.
The move, announced
March 30 although the system
was implemented on February
16, is part of a regionwide effort to
upgrade 9-1-1
service to better accommodate the increase
in cell phone use and
decrease in prevalence of
landline phones.
Renee Gordon, director of
the city department of emergency communication, said
the measure will help encourage more swift calls to first
responders, although the voice
call remains the ideal way to
reach a dispatcher.
“Our slogan is, ‘Call if you
can, text if you can’t,’” Gordon said. “It can be used in active shooters and in situations
where we ask people to shelter
in place, so those are the kinds
of things people will text for.”
And Robert Bloom, public
safety systems administrator
in the department, said text
services will make it easier for
more people to call 9-1-1.
“I think one of the first
groups that will benefit from
this are the speech and hearing impaired,” Bloom said.
“The system they use now —
each state has their own relay
for people to send messages to
make a voice call — but this
change opens it up directly to
be used by them.
“Plus, if someone is the
victim in a domestic violence
situation or there’s a break-in

Our slogan
is, ‘Call if
you can, text if
you can’t’. It can
be used in active
shooters and in
situations where
we ask people to
shelter in place, so
those are the kinds
of things people
will text for.”
-Renee Gordon,

Director, city department
of emergency
communication

and they’re hiding in a closet,
you don’t want your phone
conversation to be heard, you
can send out a text message
instead.”
Under the system, residents
can text the nature of their emergency and location to 9-1-1,

and a dispatcher will begin a
dialogue with the caller and
send first responders.
Bloom said the initiative
began with the Federal Communications Commission requesting that cell phone carriers provide improved 9-1-1
services to residents and local governments. Putting
the onus on the three
major cell phone
carriers — Verizon,
AT&T
and T-Mobile —
means the upgrade
came at no cost to the city.
“The cell carriers had to
come up with a way to take the
9-1-1 message when someone
texts it and route it to the right
center and to be able to handle
the call when it came in that
way,” Bloom said. “Usually,
you just use somebody else’s
cell number to send a text, but
with 9-1-1 that could go to any
9-1-1 center across the country. So there was a lot of testing that was done, similar to
wireless calls, where you’d go
to various places and dial 9-11 to make sure you’re going to
the right place.”
Bloom noted that the addition of text message services
is just an early step in a long
process of upgrading 9-1-1 dispatching to better accommodate modern communications.
Experts hope that emergency
call infrastructure improves in
the coming years to allow for
the transmission of photos and
videos, and that the industry
can more quickly identify via
GPS where a caller is.
“At this point, everyone’s
using a stand-alone module
to take the text calls, but as
the systems get upgraded —
and they’re very costly and
large upgrades — it’ll be an

May 8

this Mothers’ Day
Ha

ppy Mothers Day

Experience the Art
of Jewelry
Open Every Day & Evenings

113 King Street, Alexandria,VA 22314
703.549.8530 • WWW.SILVERPARROT.COM

for MOM

Mother’s Day
Brunch Bag

Featuring

Breakfast Strata • Ready-to-Bake Scones
Fennel & Blood Orange Salad
Sparkling Wine & Orange Juice $65, serves 4
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ARE now! store.societyfair.net
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Your Imagination Is My Horizon
Checkout our Facebook Pages at www.facebook/goldworkusa
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1400 King Street, Old Town Alexandria, VA
703-683-0333
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Spring2ACTion raises $1.3 million in
24 hours

COURTESY PHOTOS

The sixth annual Spring2ACTion campaign raised a total of
$1,337,493 on April 20 from 8,316 individual donors in 24 hours,
an increase of $60,584 from last year’s effort. The Del Ray Cafe
(above) hosted a fundraiser for the Upcycle Creative Reuse Center
during Spring2ACTion. UpCycle encourages young people to learn art
by reusing materials that have been recycled.

Funds from online and
offline day of giving to
benefit city’s nonprofits
BY CHRIS TEALE

In the space of 24 hours,
donors raised more than $1.3
million for 153 Alexandria nonprofit organizations on April 20
in the sixth annual Spring2ACTion fundraiser.
Organized by community
charitable foundation ACT for
Alexandria, the day of giving

raised $1,337,493 from 8,316
individuals, some of whom gave
more than once. The final tally
was an increase of $60,584
from 2015’s total of $1,276,909
in what is the region’s only coordinated day of giving.
“It was another fascinating
day for online fundraising for
Alexandria’s nonprofits,” said
ACT for Alexandria president
and CEO John Porter. “[The]
benefit to the nonprofit com-

Smart Growth Strategies
for Nonprofits
Specializing in Nonprofit Management
Fundraising Strategies Corporate Sponsorships
Grant Strategies Start-up Nonprofit Planning

Located in the heart of Old Town

211 N. Union Street, Suite 144, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-966-1555

LISA BARANELLO

Founder & President

www.fund-source.org

Nonprofit children’s theater
company Arts on the Horizon,
Inc. held a fundraiser at Dolci
Gelati on 107 N. Fairfax St. on
Spring2ACTion to accompany
its online fundraising.

munity is just immense. We’ve
had so much positive feedback
from the participants relative
both to the fun of the day and
also the awareness that it creates
for some of their issues and also
certainly for the revenue that
helps support their important
work.”
Grant-making
organization RunningBrooke led the
way among all nonprofits as
it raised $96,602, which will
help fund the rebuild of another
playground, one of its key initiatives. After a similar project last
year at the Hume Springs Park
playground,
RunningBrooke
will look to revitalize the Taney
Avenue Park playground among
other projects. One of the ways
RunningBrooke raised funds
was through a walk along King
Street in Old Town, something
Porter said helped raise awareness as well as money.
Cat rescue group King Street
Cats came in second overall,
raising $62,246 to help fund its
all-volunteer effort at the city’s
only free-roaming no-kill facility, while Arlandria-based
Casa Chirilagua raised $53,937
towards its work bringing the
community together. The Alexandria Soccer Association led
the way for most individual donors with 762, followed by ani-

COURTESY PHOTO

OUR
NONPROFITS
ARE
mal rescue
and adoption
agency
HEROES ALL
Homeward
TrailsYEAR
Animal Res-

Fundraising
is important,
and like we say
when we talk about
Spring2ACTion ...
we talk with the
nonprofits as this
begins to roll up,
it’s not just about
yesterday. It’s about
the larger sense of
getting their toolbox
... raising funds and
other ways to reach
out to potential
donors and/or
potential volunteers.
It’s also in many
ways much more
a creation of more
awareness of
your organization
and what your
organization does.”

NOW
IT’S
YOUR
cue
Inc.,
which
hadTURN
725 donors,
and Casa Chirilagua with 589.
W E D N E S D A Y
While a large portion of the
day was focused on online fundraising, a number of organizations
put toni fevents
w ha
we atol lencourage
donations.
Porter
pointed
ga ve on one da
y ? to a
happy hour on the Miss Christine river boat hosted by Friends
of Alexandria Archaeology, free
bicycle cleaning at Del Ray bicycle cooperative Velocity and
an 18-hour yogathon held by
youth yoga advocates YoKID at
Ease Yoga and Cafe in Del Ray
as just a few examples of organizations looking to raise awareness as well as funds.
“The fundraising is important, and like we say when we
talk about Spring2ACTion when
we talk with the nonprofits as
this begins to roll up, it’s not just
about yesterday,” Porter said.
“It’s about the larger sense of
getting their toolbox in the sense
of raising funds and other ways
to reach out to potential donors
and/or potential volunteers. It’s
also in many ways much more
a creation of more awareness of
your organization and what your
organization does.”
Alexandria City Public

APRIL 20

GIVE AT

Spring2ACTion.org

-John Porter
President and CEO,
ACT for Alexandria

SEE SPRING2ACTION | 15
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a courtroom needed to be shut
down due to humidity, while a
lot of equipment is reaching the
end of its expected life.
“We have neglected this area
for an extremely long time, and
it’s what people come to see
when they visit Alexandria,”
Smedberg said.
In the operating budget,
councilors found preliminary
consensus around several other
areas, including having all city
libraries open on Sundays. Currently, only Beatley Central Library is open on Sundays, and
under a proposal by Wilson,
the Burke, Duncan and Barrett
branches would open too. The
cost is projected to be $79,862
for fiscal 2017 and increase to
$83,056 in fiscal 2018.

SPRING2ACTION
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Schools’ PTAs raised more
than $97,000 for a variety of
projects, including efforts to
upgrade technology, renovate
classrooms and playgrounds
and fund field trips. Mount Vernon Community School raised
a total of $25,630 towards revitalizing its playground, while
124 donors raised $6,425 for
the T.C. Williams Stadium
Initiative Fund, a public-private partnership
outside of ACPS to
upgrade Parker-Gray
Stadium at the school.
While the fundraising
total increased compared to last
year, the number of unique donors dipped slightly from 2015’s
total of 9,431. Porter said ACT
for Alexandria would review
the day’s events and establish
any trends in giving, but said the
fact that 2016 is a presidential
election year may have impacted some people’s desire to give.
“Apparently in election
years, particularly national election years — I’ve heard both
sides of this — there seems to
be an impact on nonprofit fundraising because of fundraising
that’s taking place in political
campaigns and so forth, and of

APRIL 28, 2016 | 15

Smedberg questioned whether usage would be high enough
in the summer months with
schools out of session, which
city budget director Morgan
Routt said would be analyzed
further. Several councilors said
investing in the libraries would
be helpful for the future.
“Those kids in the summertime need as much as they can
have in terms of places to go,” said
City Councilor Willie Bailey.
“This is an opportunity to
do pleasure reading and to keep
kids up to snuff, so when they go
back in September they haven’t
got lost along the way,” added
City Councilor Del Pepper.
Silberberg argued strongly
in favor of keeping fire hydrant
maintenance at its current levels, rather than a reduction that
has been proposed. Currently
course this is a presidential election year,” Porter said. “I don’t
know that had anything to do
with it, but you start looking for
what made the difference.”
Looking forward, Porter
said translating the 24-hour period of giving into year-round
fundraising is a difficult task,
but something that is possible.
Porter cited the quote, “We are
all here on Earth to help others;
what on earth the others are
here for I don’t know,” by
poet W.H. Auden, and
said that he has seen
plenty of evidence of
people wanting to get
involved.
“Alexandria is a town
of small businesses, and therefore developing relationships.
It’s providing individuals with
avenues to explore what they
care about in ways in which they
might help others,” Porter said.
“Inside, we all want to make a
difference. We all want to have
an impact. We have certain
things we have to do and certain things we want to do during our lives from working to
vacations and all that.
“I’ve seen it so many times in
this life and my first career when
I was principal of T.C. Williams,
with people who came to me
wanting to make a difference.”

hydrants are maintained every
five years, but under a proposal
by city staff that would be extended to every 10 years. Silberberg said it should stay as it is, at
a cost of $100,000 a year.
“We spent a lot of money on
our new fire station [210 on the
West End] and equipment, but
this is a basic maintenance issue,” she said. “I would just like
to err on the side of caution.”
A proposed 11-cent increase in the city’s per-pack
cigarette tax would be used to
increase the city’s contribution
to the Neighborhood Clinic by
$102,641 and rescind a proposed
cut of $57,914 from the city’s
contribution to the Northern
Virginia Dental Clinic. Both are
programs that offer treatment to
patients from across the region.
The rescinded cut appears set to

9-1-1
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integrated module,” he said.
“You know how they said
[on WAMU’s The Diane
Riehm Show last November] how when they first ran
electricity to houses, it was
just to run the lights, and
then they started adding all
the different things like appliances and phones, they
had to upgrade the power
sources?
“It’s just like that for
9-1-1. The original 9-1-1

be placed in contingent reserves.
The clinic is slated to relocate from Bailey’s Crossroads
to Merrifield in Fairfax County,
and City Councilor Tim Lovain
said he wished to see further
analysis on how the city’s contribution is spent.
There also was agreement on
allocating $50,000 to city tourism authority Visit Alexandria,
a partial funding of the $75,000
originally proposed by Jinks. The
money would allow the authority
to refresh its digital advertising,
something councilors said should
help drive more visitors to the city.
Councilors and city staff will
now work together to balance
proposed expenditures and cuts
ahead of the final add/delete session on Monday. The budget is
slated to be approved at a special
meeting on May 5.
service was designed for
wire-line calls, and now
we’re just getting into the
process of adding pictures
and text and video, and in
that process we need to do
some upgrades.”
Gordon said that so far,
the new text messaging
service has worked well,
although a large number of
messages received were either accidental or test calls.
“That’s been the trend
around the region,” she
said. “Fairfax County
was the first to go live,
and they went live
back in September. We
called them during our testing phase to see what kind
of calls they were getting,
and most were accidental
as well. Arlington got a lot
[of accidental calls] too. But
we still prefer that you call,
anyway.”
“There’s nothing like
someone on the other end
of the phone telling you that
there’s somebody coming,
instead of a text,” Bloom
said. “On the phone, you
can really tell them where
you are and what’s the situation, and there’s a calming
voice on the other end of the
phone.”

RENEE’S
REAL ESTATE
CORNER

Lovely
Victorian Lady

508 Gibbon St.
$632,900 
Circa 1890 
SE Quadrant 
1400 sq. ft.

You won’t find a better
value in South Old Town.
Call me for an appointment
today.

Renee Reymond
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer
703.507.5330
renee.reymond@LNF.com

Old Town Historic District
400 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
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There is still time to advertise
in the Alexandria Times
2016 camp directory.
Call 703-739-0001 or email
sales@alextimes.com

MARCH 31, 2016 | 13
ALEXANDRIA TIMES

2016 Camp & En
CAMPS

Arts Adventure Camp by Creative Cauldron

410 S. Maple Ave., Falls Churc

Belle Haven Marina Sailing School

1201 Belle Haven Road, Alexa

Carlyle House

121 N. Fairfax St., Alexandria,

Encore Stage & Studio

3700 S. Four Mile Run Dr. Arlin

George Mason Game & Technology Academy

4400 University Drive, Fairfax,

Little Theatre of Alexandria

600 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA

Mad Science

Multiple Alexandria and NoVa

Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre

1900 Elkin St., Alexandria, VA

Washington Sailing Club

1 Marina Drive, Alexandria, VA

....
WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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nrichment DIRECTORY

ch, VA 22046

www.creativecauldron.org

andria, VA 22307 www.saildc.com

, VA 22314

www.novadaycamps.com

ngton, VA 22206 www.encorestage.org

, VA 22030

www.potomacacademy.gmu.edu

s Full day Sailing and Windsurfing camps
Week-longcamps
sessions beginning June 8 (Ages 9-15)
s Fullcamps
day Sailing andsWindsurfing
s Full day Sailing and Windsurfing
www.thelittletheatre.com
s Week-long
sessions
s Week-long sessions beginning
June 8 (Ages
9-15) beginning June 8 (Ages 9-15)

22314

s

a locations
22308

www.mvcct.org

A 22314

www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
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• Full day
Sailing
and Windsurfing
camps
Full day Sailing
and
Windsurfing
camps

For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
• Week-long sessions beginning June 6 (Ages 9-15)
www.madscience.org
s Week-long sessions
beginning June 8 (Ages 9-15)
For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
/WashingtonSailingSchool
For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com

For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
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Shorthanded
Titans
continue
strong run
PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

Titans sophomore attacker Brody Dickson attacks the net Monday
night against Thomas Jefferson. Dickson had three goals in T.C.’s
12-4 win.

T.C. boys lacrosse team
takes fifth straight win
ahead of postseason play
BY CHRIS TEALE

With several players unavailable due to illness, conflicting school trips and other
requirements, the T.C. Williams
boys lacrosse team had to shuffle its players around and make
do with fewer available substitutes Monday night against
Thomas Jefferson.
Backup goalkeeper Daniel
Coughlin III and defenseman
Dylan Buek both started in attack for the Titans alongside
sophomore Brody Dickson,
while other players logged significant minutes.
But it mattered not for the
hosts, as they took a comfortable 12-4 win over the Colonials at T.C.’s Minnie Howard
stadium and improved to an 8-3
record overall.
“We came in with a lot of
people missing and we just
played well, put that in the back
of our heads and worked well,”
Dickson said. “We knew this
was a team we could probably
beat, but with the lack of numbers we knew we just had to
play hard.”
Sophomore
midfielder
Samuel Zang and Dickson
led the way for the Titans’ of-

fense with three goals apiece,
while Coughlin III and senior
midfielder Scott Passalugo
added two each. Also on the
scoresheet were senior midfielder Chase Larsen and sophomore long-stick midfielder
Matthew LaGanza.
Titans head coach Mike
Mulherin was full of praise for
Coughlin III as one of several
players who occupied a different position than normal but did
not prevent the team meshing
well offensively.
“We’re a small team; we
only have three attackers to
start with, so [Coughlin III]
came through and had two
goals and really started us off
strong,” Mulherin said. “He
gave us stability down on
the offensive end and I can’t
say enough about guys who
stepped up and did a great job
in unique roles.”
That rotation of players into
different areas of the field is
something Mulherin said has
been part of the process this
year for T.C., which has a relatively small roster compared to
some of its opponents in the Patriot Conference of the Virginia
High School League.
“I won’t say we’re used to
SEE TITANS | 19
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season, working in the weight
room, doing travel lacrosse,”
said Larsen. “I think we play
well as a team. We’re supportive of each other, and that’s a
big difference.”
“Nobody’s getting down on
each other,” Dickson said. “Our
chemistry is really good this
year, and everybody’s playing
well together. We’re gluing as
the season progresses and getting hyped before games.”
The postseason is set to
begin for the Titans on May 9,
with the tantalizing prospect
of the first appearance in the
6A North regional tournament
since 2011 if they win their
first-round Patriot tournament

game. Even with plenty to look
forward to, the team refuses to
get ahead of itself.
“People say when you lose
you’ve got to put it behind you,
but when you win you’ve got to
do the same thing and treat every game like a new game and
play hard,” said Dickson.
“Really we’re taking it one
game at a time,” said Mulherin. “We’re trying to talk to
the guys, not necessarily comparing ourselves to the other
team, but comparing ourselves
to what we’re capable of and
judging our success based on
that. That’s how we’re trying
to keep it going; we’ll see how
long the run lasts.”

We celebrate Earth Day all year long at eye2eye
with our eyeglass recycling program!

Thomas Jefferson midfielder Nikhil Patla tries to evade defensive pressure from T.C. Williams long-stick
midfielder Matthew LaGanza. The Titans triumphed over the Colonials 12-4 Monday night.

TITANS
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it this year, but we have a short
bench,” he said. “Guys have
anticipated that they’re going
to have to, whether it’s play attack or midfield or switch just
to give guys breaks or whether
it’s a defenseman going to play
long-stick midfield or a longstick midfield is going to be
on close defense. It wasn’t hard
to necessarily manage; it was
more how these guys would
perform when they got out
there under the pressure.”
The Titans have three
games left in the regular season, starting with Senior
Night against W.T. Woodson
on Thursday evening, after
the Times’ print deadline. Already, the team has secured
home field advantage in the
first round of the Patriot conference tournament for the
first time since 2007, and its
first winning season since that
same year.
After Woodson, away games
against Bishop Ireton and Washington-Lee are the only regularseason games remaining.
Mulherin said his players

We used to
be a team
that maybe they
would count on
as being an easier
game or even a
win, but our guys
have worked so
hard in the last
few years. It’s been
multiple years of
building on the
guys before them.
They’ve gotten to
this point where
really we feel we’re
a skill team that
can possess the
ball and move the
ball and on any
given night score a
number of goals.”
- Mike Mulherin,
Head coach, T.C.
Williams boys lacrosse

have embraced their new status as one of the top teams in
the area, and surprised a few
opponents along the way. The
only conference opponents to
have defeated T.C. this year
have been Lake Braddock and
South County.
“We definitely have seen
where some teams are a little
disappointed at the outcome,”
Mulherin said. “We used to be
a team that maybe they would
count on as being an easier
game or even a win, but our
guys have worked so hard in
the last few years. It’s been
multiple years of building on
the guys before them.
“They’ve gotten to this
point where really we feel we’re
a skill team that can possess the
ball and move the ball and on
any given night score a number
of goals.”
The players put their success
down to an improved chemistry
and team spirit among other
factors, which has helped carry
them to some impressive margins of victory as well as wins
in tighter games.
“I think it’s just everyone
working really hard in the off-

This month, to celebrate Earth Day, you can
recycle your old prescription glasses
by donating them to the Lions Club.

Drop them off at either eye2eye location, and receive a
$25 gift card to eye2eye. Limit one per person.

eye2eye Optometry
Corner Hilltop

eye2eye Optometry
Corner Del Ray

6475 Old Beulah Street
Alexandria, VA 22315

1502 Mt Vernon Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301

(703) 548-0122

www.myeye2eye.com
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

A brilliant
adaptation of
a literary classic
Little Theatre’s production
of ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
brings renewed relevance
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

It’s been 56 years since
Harper Lee’s classic “To Kill
a Mockingbird” was published and less than one year
since her follow-up, “Go Set a
Watchman,” hit the bestseller
lists to a flood of controversy.
Much has changed since
1960. Or has it? A quick glance
at today’s headlines reveals
that bigotry, the police killings
of unarmed black men and racial intolerance continue.
Given the current political
climate and the emergence of
the Black Lives Matter movement, it is particularly timely
that we find opportunities to
re-examine the role of racism
in America. And how better to
revisit these issues than with
this cautionary tale?
To that end, Little Theatre of Alexandria producers Rachel Alberts, Bobbie
Herbst and Robert Kraus
have chosen well to select
Frank Pasqualino to direct
this well-crafted and impressively cast production.
The story, narrated on

Richard Fiske (above left) stars as Atticus Finch in The Little Theatre
of Alexandria’s production of “To Kill a Mockingbird.” In the classic
tale, Finch is a liberal attorney tasked with defending Tom Robinson
(Larry Boggs, above right), a black man accused of raping a white
woman in the racist and segregated South.

stage by Jean Louise “Scout”
Finch as Scout 30 years later
(Melissa Dunlap), is set in a
small town in the Deep South,
where Jim Crow laws were
still firmly set in stone. Black
families lived on one side of
town and whites on another.
Atticus Finch (Richard
Fiske), a liberal lawyer in a
town of bigots, nosy park-

ers and those best described
as adherents to the Klan, is
a wise and calming presence
in an otherwise lightning hot
moment in time. His young
daughter Scout (Olivia McMahon) is an outspoken child
with a wealth of curiosity
about everything, especially
the peculiar nature of prejudice and intolerance.

Her older brother Jem
(Jack Kearney) does his best
to keep her innocent queries
in check, as does their trusted housekeeper, Calpurnia
(Brenda Parker), who cares
for them with a no-nonsense
attitude and a guiding hand.
When their young friend
Dill (Nathaniel Burkhead)
comes from Mississippi to
live with them, their world
grows a little larger and their
adventures a little bolder. As
they roam the town together,
the children become targets of
racial slurs about their father,
who is defending a field hand
against charges that he raped
a white woman. Atticus urges
them to turn the other cheek.
“If you want to understand
someone, you gotta walk
around in their skin,” he cautions them.
The first act explores their
small family, the mysterious “Boo” Radley, an elusive
neighbor who’s been holed up
in his house for 30 years and
their relationships with the
townspeople of Maycomb,
setting the stage for the trial
— and attempted railroading
— of Tom Robinson (Larry

Boggs) that unfolds in the second act.
The townsfolk present a
polyglot of opinions on race;
those who are educated and
liberal, those of the hardworking black families, and, in
sharp contrast, their antagonists who are white, poor, uneducated and bigoted.
Bob Ewell (Paul Donahoe),
Tom’s accuser, and his daughter Mayella, the presumed
victim (Skye Lindberg), fall
into the category of the latter.
The trial and its aftermath
are the most gripping aspects
of this story. It is here in a
small, segregated courtroom
that the viciousness and brutality of racism is revealed in
the cold, harsh light of day.
An excellent cast delivers
humor and pathos with brilliance and dignity. Especially
outstanding are McMahon,
Parker, Fiske, Donahoe and
Tony Gilbert as Judge Taylor.
Through May 14 at
The Little Theatre of Alexandria,
600 Wolfe St. For tickets and
information call the box office
at 703-683-0496 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

APRIL 28, 2016 | 21
sales; recycling; Arbor Day tree planting; and a musical performance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Lenny Harris Memorial
Fields, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
earthday

NORTHERN ALEXANDRIA
NATIVE PLANT SALE The largest

native plant sale in the D.C. metropolitan area hosts 13 vendors from
four states selling native perennials,
shrubs, and trees for sun or shade.
Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 1701 N. Quaker Lane
parking lot
Information: www.northernalexandrianativeplantsale.org or 571-232-0375

May 1
April 30-May 1
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
ENCAMPMENT One of the largest

Revolutionary War encampments in the
area. Step back in time and experience more than 500 Continentals, Redcoats, Hessians, cannon and cavalry in
action. Meet hundreds of Revolutionary
War military re-enactors, learn more
about life in the 18th-century, discuss
military techniques, and watch battle
re-enactments.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.
org/encampment

April 30
CIVIL WAR BALL Enjoy an evening

from the 1860s in the historic ballroom
at the Civil War Ball. The ball will include
live music, dance instruction and period
desserts. Period attire, either civilian or
military, is encouraged. Tickets cost $45
each, reservations required.
Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or
www.alexandriava.gov/gadsbystavern

ALEXANDRIA EARTH DAY

Program includes children’s activities;
exhibits by community groups; food

BAGELS AND BACH CON CERT SERIES Enjoy classical

music while your children learn how to
appreciate it. Light brunch provided.
Tickets cost $10 for residents, $15 for
non-residents if bought in advance.
The Philharmonic Brass Trio of Tyler
Castrucci, Steve Omelsky and Adam
Stokes will perform.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St.
Information: cherylanne.colton@
alexandriava.gov, or www.alexandriava.
gov/arts

WALK FOR ANIMALS Celebrate

animals in the community and raise
funds for the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria to care for animals in need.
The walk will be hosted by Dr. Katy
Nelson of The Pet Show with Dr. Katy,
and will include plenty of fun activities for kids, including a “search for
lost animals” along the 1.0 mile-long
course. Also available are treats for
every registrant as well as pet-friendly
and kid-friendly vendors.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: www.alexandriaanimals.org/walk

May 3
BUSINESS PHILANTHROPHY
SUMMIT Volunteer Alexandria
celebrates the city’s commitment to
military, volunteer and philanthropic

service. This year’s keynote speaker is
U.S. secretary of veterans affairs Bob
McDonald.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: First Baptist Church, 2932
King St.
Information: www.volunteeralexandria.org

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE

A civic ceremony observing the Days of
Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust. Program includes announcements and acknowledgements by the
mayor and other dignitaries as well as
honoring citizens.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

May 5
FALLEN OFFICER WREATH
LAYING CEREMONY During

National Correctional Officers and Employees Week and in honor of National
Police Week, the Alexandria Retired
Police, Fire and Sheriff Association, the
Alexandria Police Department and the
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office will hold a
wreath-laying ceremony.
Time: 9 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Waterfront Park,
1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-6838

ANNUAL POLICE AND SHERIFF MEMORIAL SERVICE

Join current and retired members of
the Alexandria Police Department
and sheriff’s office as they honor the
memory of their fallen colleagues.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: First Baptist Church, 2932
King St.
Information: 703-746-6838

LECTURE: WHO BUILT THIS,
WHO LIVED HERE AND MORE

Lance Mallamo, director of the Office of
Historic Alexandria, and Julia Claypool,
historian and cultural resource planner
at History Matters, will show how to do
thorough research of buildings in Alexandria using resources found at special
collections and other repositories
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

SEE CALENDAR | 24

To Kill a Mockingbird

4/23 - 5/14

Based on Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize
winning novel set in Alabama during
the Great Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows Jem and Scout Finch,
whose father has been Coming soon
appointed to defend
Tom Robinson, a black
man framed for a crime
he didn’t commit. Will
justice or racism prevail?
Buy tickets early at our box office
or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

Lifetime Theological Education

at Virginia Theological
Seminary presents:

Created for
Abundant Life:
Loving God and
Neighbor

With former
Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts
Schori.

Friday, May 6, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Join us as we consider the
interconnectedness of creation
and our participation in those
relationships. Cost is $40 and
includes lunch. Please register
by Mon., May 5 at http://bit.ly/
created-abundant-life.
Part of the Immanuel Chapel
Dedicatory Year of Celebration.
Addison Academic Building
Lettie Pate Evans Room
3737 Seminary Road,
Alexandria, VA 22304

V IRGINI A
THEOLOGIC A L
SEM INA RY
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At Home

Soffit and ridge vent combination
is ideal for most homes
BY HENRI DE MARNE

Q: I saw a column you
wrote about on roof ventilation and I wondered if you’d
help me with a question.
I recently purchased a duplex, and during the inspection
it was brought to my attention
that the ridge vent was not complete — it is only a partial vent
over one unit and not the other.
The units were originally
part of a house that has since
been divided, and I have been
told that there is a wall with a
hole dividing the two sides in
the attic.

When the roofer replaced
the roof in 2013, more soffit
vents were installed as per my
instructions. When I called
the installer of the roof and
asked why he didn’t do a full
ridge ventilation, he told me
that it is not always needed
or done. I find this hard to
believe and have since read a
few articles that seem to support my thoughts. The house
is in Oregon, so there are no
hurricanes or extreme weather of any kind.
Would you know if partial ridge venting is a normal

practice anywhere or was the
roofer just trying to save time
and/or money? Is a full ridge
vent the way to go?
A: Your instincts and research are correct. A full ridge
vent should have been installed
when the roof was put on.
There are a number of
ways attics have been and
are being ventilated. Prior to
the 1960s, before ridge vents
were invented, attics were
ventilated with gable vents,
roof turbines, a variety of
roof vents, etc., all of dubious
value.

HOME OF THE WEEK

An in-town estate in
the city of Alexandria
On one of Alexandria’s most
sought after streets, uniquely
sited down a gravel drive, this
stately manse of nearly 7,000
square feet is now for sale.
Reconstructed in 2008 yet
retaining its 1940s charm, the
home and lushly landscaped
grounds totaling more than an
acre are certain to delight.
Its banquet-sized dining
room, commodious living
room, and light-filled transverse hallways, make large-

scale entertaining easy and
gracious. The well-appointed
kitchen and family room raise
the bar for relaxing at home;
the stone fireplace is ideal for
winter evenings.
Summer afternoons will be
cherished relaxing on the very
private covered terrace. A sumptuous owner’s suite is joined by
four additional bedrooms to
comfortably accommodate family and guests. This is an in-town
estate, like no other.

PHOTOS/SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Sited on over one acre of neatly manicured grounds, this sensationally reconstructed 1940s original
was re-designed and expanded in 2008. Light-filled and ideal for large-scale entertaining, this fresh
and appealing property is the ideal place to make memories with family and friends.

At a Glance:

Location: 909 Vicar Lane
Alexandria, VA 22302
Price: $3,795,000
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 5.5
Fireplaces: 5

Year built: 1945,
Reconstructed and expanded 2008
Contact: Diann Hicks Carlson
Weichert, Realtors, Old Town,
703-628-2440
diannhicks@mris.com

For adequate ventilation to
take place, there needs to be an
intake and a matching exhaust.
Many of the various ventilation systems used in those
days, and even today, do not
provide that combination.
Gable vents admit rain
and snow under strong wind
conditions, and wind entering
into one vent drops to the attic’s floor while being drawn
to the opposite vent by negative pressure. The upper part
of the attic gets no ventilation.
This was made very clear to an
architect who called me in the

early ‘60s when he discovered
heavy, fuzzy mold growth in
the upper half of his attic.
Some roofs are difficult
to vent, such as hip and some
gambrel roofs. Another recent practice is to provide no
ventilation, and spray foam
between the rafters, making
the roof a “hot” roof. This
type of roof usually cancels
roof shingle warranties, as
the manufacturers specify
the need for the roof sheathing to be ventilated to keep
SEE VENTS | 23
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PHOTO/HENRI DE MARNE

The deterioration of the tops of these 2-by-8 deck joists is a telltale sign that the wood itself is not
pressure-treated lumber, which is recommended for outdoor preservation.

VENTS
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the shingles cooler.
To be clear, the best way to
ventilate an attic passively is
with a combination of a continuous, full-length soffit vent
at each eave of a roof and a
continuous, full-length ridge
vent at the peak of the roof.
This combination will
work very well for cooling a
roof in the summer and controlling moisture in the winter as long as there is an uninterrupted airflow between the
soffit and the ridge vents.
Since you live in a damp
climate, albeit moderate, it
would be preferable to have
a working soffit/ridge vent
combination.
Q: Three of the 12-foot 2inch-by-8-inch support boards
on my deck are deteriorating, as shown in the attached
photos. I’ve had similar problems with some step framing
(stringers) that I’ve had to replace, and I’m obviously concerned.
At first I thought that carpenter ants were the problem,
but I had a professional bug
inspector out who said that he
didn’t think that ants were the
problem, and I got the same
opinion from some employees

at several lumber yards where
I brought some wood samples
for review.
I’m told that this seems to
happen sometimes to pressure-treated wood — that I
must have got some bad stuff.
I was also told that some
wood sizes for decks do have
different qualities of pressure treatments, but not in the
2-by-8 board sizes.
The deck has two tiers and
both are about 12 feet by 20
feet. The main support beams
appear to be fine, and the surface materials are a Trex-type
material that is also in good
condition.
This deck is about 10 years
old, but I’ve had pressuretreated wood in other decks
that was in excellent condition after a much longer period of time. Moisture should
not be an issue.
Should I be treating this
deck support framing with
some kind of stain or preservative? It will be almost impossible to treat the top side
of the 2-by-8s where they are
deteriorating, as this also is
where the deck surface boards
are screwed into the framing.
FYI — I have bolted
new 2-by-8 pressure-treated
boards alongside the three

problem framing boards, and
this appears to be a solution
for now, but it wouldn’t work
well for the entire deck.
It’s strange that the rest of
the framing in the deck appears to be OK visually as
opposed to this deteriorating part that now has almost
a black stained color. Also,
two neighbors had decks built
by the same contractor at the
same time and their decks appear to be OK, but their deck
surface boards are pressuretreated wood, not the composite-type Trex that I have.
Could this be an issue?
A: No, the deck boards
should have no effect on the
2-inch-by-8-inch joists.
Looking closely at the
photos you sent, I am convinced that these three joists
are not pressure-treated. Sorry to be so suspicious, but my
guess is that either a mistake
was made at the lumber yard
or the contractor ran out of
pressure-treated joists and,
for expediency’s sake, used
what else was available to
him. It could have been the
same thing with the steps’
stringers.
Your solution is the best;
you should have no further
problems.

Inside or out...

...we’ve got you covered!

703-684-7702
techpainting.com
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LECTURE: AN EXTRAORDI NARY YOUNG MAN Professor

Peter Henriques will closely examine
what we do know about George Washington’s first 21 years of life. While no
one could have imagined the unique
role that he was to play in our nation’s
founding, Henriques demonstrates
that Washington was no ordinary
young man.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.us

May 6
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the
whole family to Family Fun Nights for
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool
games include beach ball relays,
water basketball, diving for prizes and
fun on the “Aqua Challenge” floating
obstacle course. Participate in swimming skill assessments for youth,
learn pool safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

May 7-28
ATTICS AND ALLEYS TOUR

Find out what mysteries lie behind the
closed doors of four of Alexandria’s
historic sites in a three-hour walking

tour featuring the rarely seen spaces
of four sites — the Lee-Fendall House,
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, the StablerLeadbeater Apothecary Museum and
Carlyle House Historic Park. Tickets
cost $35 each.
Time: Each Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: http://shop.alexandriava.gov

May 7
CHARLES BARRETT ELE MENTARY SCHOOL BAZAAR

A school bazaar for students, families
and community. The event features
games, rides, arts and crafts, food,
music, moon bounce, face painting
and more.
Time: 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: Charles Barrett Elementary School, 1115 Martha Custis Drive
Information: 703-403-8753 or
eniemann@comcast.net

DEL RAY HOUSE AND GAR DEN TOUR Tour 11 homes and

gardens in the Del Ray neighborhood
in a biennial event hosted by the Del
Ray Citizens Association. Tickets are
$20 each until May 1, when they will
increase to $25. Proceeds go towards
neighborhood projects and the Alexandria Scholarship Fund.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Del Ray
Information: www.delraycitizens.org

May 8
MOTHER’S DAY TEA Treat

that special woman in your life to

an elegant tea and tour. Relax in
the beautiful garden setting of the
Magnolia Terrace while enjoying the
fun and educational program “First
Lady Firsts.” Admission costs $40 for
adults and $20 for children aged 5-17.
Reservations required.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House,
121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

MOTHER’S DAY OPEN
HOUSE Mothers and their families

are admitted free at the Friendship
Firehouse Museum. The firehouse
photographer will be taking complimentary portraits. Come pose
alongside the historic equipment that
fought fires in 19th-century Alexandria. Learn about the suction pumper
and other artifacts. Youngsters will
receive a fire hat to take home.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

May 12
LECTURE: UNDERSTANDING
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROTEC TION Fran Bromberg, city archaeolo-

gist, and city archaeology staff Garrett
Fessler, Benjamin Skolnik and Eleanor
Breen will explain the tools used to
protect archaeological resources in
Alexandria as well as the process for
excavating and documenting sites.
They will also provide an update on
the recent discoveries on the waterfront and other projects.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.

Spring Cleaning?
Donate New and Gently Used Items to ReStore
• Keep re-usable items out of landfills • Save time by scheduling a free pick up
• Receive a tax receipt for your donations

ReStore sells donated appliances, building supplies, furniture, home décor and more
at up to 50% – 90% off original retail prices. Profits support Habitat for Humanity of
Northern Virginia’s mission to provide affordable homeownership opportunities – and
hope – to local families in need.
Visit www.restorenova.org for a list of items we
accept and to schedule a free pick up!

Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/archaeology

May 13
SPRING FOR ALEXANDRIA

Join hundreds of people across
Alexandria in the city’s annual day of
community service and assist various
agencies.
Time: 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.volunteeralexandria.org

STETSON UNIVERSITY CHO RAL BENEFIT Stetson University’s

Concert Choir will perform a concert
as part of its spring tour. Under the
direction of Dr. Timothy Peter, the
choir is a highly selective principal
vocal touring ensemble made up of
more than 50 vocalists. Donations
benefiting Hunger Free Alexandria will
be accepted at the concert or online.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Information: http://bit.ly/HFAChoralBenefit

May 14
LA BELLA STRADA An Italian
street painting festival organized by
parents of students at The Del Ray
Montessori School that brings artists,
volunteers and local businesses
together to enliven the neighborhood
with vibrant colors, crowd-drawing
masterpieces and a one-of-a-kind
experience of witnessing the creation
of large-scale chalk paintings directly
on the sidewalks.
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
between Hume and Windsor avenues
Information: 202-320-2044 or bellastrada@thedelraymontessorischool.
com
BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD
WALKING TOUR Discover the

real-life stories and locations of
soldiers, citizens and former slaves
that inspired the PBS drama “Mercy
Street” in this walking tour of Old
Town. Discover the challenges,
triumphs and controversies of life behind the front lines in an occupied city
during the Civil War. See the locations
of hospitals, hotels, prisons and more
that filled Alexandria during four years
of conflict.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: 703-548-1789,
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

IN THEIR SHOES 5K A charity
5K run/walk and 1K fun run to raise
funds for the Iraqi Children’s Foundation.
Time: 6 to 11 a.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 703-963-3832 or
lyman@raceresources.net

TOT ROCK FESTIVAL An event

held for children up to 7 years old.
There will be music education for children through performances, as well as
games, crafts, light food and snacks.
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-5556 or
elsie.akinbobola@alexandriava.gov

May 15
MATTIE MIRACLE WALK &
FAMILY FESTIVAL The seventh

annual walk and family festival. This
event brings awareness for childhood
cancer and calls attention to the psychological issues and needs of children with cancer and their families.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, 1000 St. Stephen’s Road
Information: 202-549-8036 or
vicki@mattiemiracle.com

May 16
COMMUNITY BBQ ACT for Alex-

andria will be hosting its third annual
community barbecue in the Waterfront
Market area of the dock behind the
Torpedo Factory.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.actforalexandria.org/act-sponsored-events/thirdannual-community-bbq

May 19
LECTURE: UNDERSTANDING
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Join a panel of experts as they discuss
questions related to cultural significance. Topics will include the various
approaches communities choose to
preserve and protect and the reasons
communities sometimes choose to
forget these resource types.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4554

May 20
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the
whole family to Family Fun Nights for
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool
games include beach ball relays,
water basketball, diving for prizes and
fun on the “Aqua Challenge” floating
obstacle course. Participate in swimming skill assessments for youth,
learn pool safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov
BIKE TO WORK DAY A regional
celebration where participants can
bicycle in, enjoy music, food and gifts,
SEE CALENDAR | 25
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ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES

while there will be various vendors
who will offer information.
Time: 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301
King St.
Information: 703-746-4084 or
geralyn.taylor@alexandriava.gov

DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUE MARKET APR 30-MAY 1. Over 700 Booths!
PLUS The Washington Modernism Show. Dulles Expo, Chantilly,Va. 4320
Chantilly Shop Ctr 20151 Sat 9-6 … Sun 11-5 Park free…Adm $10 703378-0910 www.thebigfleamarket.com

AUCTIONS

COURTESY PHOTO

A total of 60 lowincome homes will
be repaired and
upgraded on
National Rebuilding
Day, including those
owned by military
veterans.

May 21
WINE ON THE WATER Alex-

andria’s annual wine testing event
featuring food pairings, live music
and a silent auction. All proceeds
benefit the Alexandria Seaport
Foundation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Seaport
Foundation, 0 Thompson Alley
Information: www.alexandriaseaport.org

SOLDIER-LED TOURS OF
FORT WARD Tours of the his-

toric fort highlight the history of Fort
Ward and army life in the Defenses
of Washington. Admission is free.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.; 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum &
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

FIREFIGHTING IN CIVIL
WAR ALEXANDRIA WALK ING TOUR The “We’ve Been

Burned: Alexandria Firefighters
During the Civil War” walking tour
will explore firefighting during
the Union occupation. How were
volunteer fire companies treated by
Federal authorities? Were firefighters allowed out after curfew? What
happened to the firehouses? These
questions will be answered as tour
participants visit the sites of four
of the five fire houses, and learn
what happened if there was a fire.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

CINEMA DEL RAY A com-

munity family movie night on the
recreation field, including food and
beverage sales.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth
Ave.
Information: 703-683-3560 or
baileyctrs@comcast.net

May 22
PRESIDENTIAL SALON
WITH JAMES MADISON The

date is May 22, 1816. Join President James Madison, as presented
by John Douglas Hall, at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum for this ongoing
series of presidential salons for
discussion of the topics of the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or
www.gadsbystavern.org

Valuable Real Estate & Personal Property Auction April 30, 2016. 3899
Old Buckingham Road, Powhatan, VA, 23139. Antiques, Furniture, Sterling
Silver, Real Estate, more www.tilmansauction.com for information, val #348

EDUCATION

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available at
CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/
Winchester 800-454-1400

HELP WANTED / SALES

Earn $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls *
Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * Health
& Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.

REBUILDING FROM | 11
they make very limited funds,”
Dixon said. “Most of them are
past the age of 66, so they’re
not working anymore and so
many have been in their homes
for 30, 40 or 50 years. It’s really
I guess where they were originally able to afford to purchase
their home. Certainly on the
West End where there are many
condo buildings, we are seeing
an increase in families in need
of help out there.
“It’s easier for our lowincome population to buy a
condo, but they can’t afford to
buy a single-family home here
in the city.”
The day itself kicks off at
8 a.m. at First Baptist Church
on 2932 King St., with volunteers coming from the city and
corporate partner Sears to get
things started. Then, those volunteers spread out across the
city to undertake the repairs.
For the first time this year,
Rebuilding Together and Sears
partnered nationally with Heroes at Home, a program created to improve the lives of veterans and their families through
extensive home rehabilitations.
Dixon said it was especially relevant locally given the number
of veterans in Alexandria.
It is not just on National Rebuilding Day that volunteers
contribute, however. Throughout the year, Rebuilding Together Alexandria has people go out

into the community, while the
help of corporate partners looking for ways to have their employees give back is beneficial.
“Luckily, our volunteers
love this kind of work, so when
we put out a call for volunteers
needed in June or July or January, we get a great amount of
interest from the volunteers,”
Dixon said. “But many companies also want year-round projects, so CPRE, Fannie Mae and
JBG, they already have projects
lined up that are not here in the
month of April. We certainly
try to accommodate our supporters’ schedules as well, because without our volunteers
we don’t have a program and
we can’t help our clients.”
Dixon said the organization
and its flagship day of service
aims to improve the lives of lowincome residents of Alexandria
and ensure their homes are kept
at a high standard of living.
“Our intended impact in all
the work that we do is that by
creating or preserving safe and
healthy homes for our homeowners to live in, that will allow them to remain in Alexandria, which helps the city
remain socially, culturally and
economically diverse, which is
our ultimate intention of all the
work that we do,” Dixon said.
“That’s the impact that we hope
to have, to allow these folks to
stay in their homes, to stay in
the neighborhoods in which
they grew up.”

MISCELLANEOUS

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start here
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-204-4130.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

PEST CONTROL

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT
Complete Treatment System. Available: Hardware Store, The Home Depot,
homedepot.com

SERVICES

DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS Perfect for Homes & Garages END YEAR BLOW OUT,
Cancelled orders must go. Make Offer on remaining 16x24, 20x25, 25x30,
30x40, 40x50 CALL NOW 757-301-8885 Heather

B A BY P OW D E R
OVA R I A N CA N C E R
OR OTHER TALCUM POWDER LINKED TO

Long-term use of baby/talcum powder is linked to
ovarian cancer. If you or a loved one suffered from
ovarian cancer after using Johnson’s Baby Powder,
Shower to Shower or other talcum powder, you may be
entitled to substantial compensation. Call us at
1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or costs until your
case is settled or won. We practice law only in
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com
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Our View

Alexandria Times launches
new website

In order to remain relevant over time, businesses must constantly innovate. This is particularly true of news organizations, as
the media business has undergone radical change since the advent
of the Internet.
Weekly community newspapers like the Alexandria Times
have not been exempt — we have seen our business model change
significantly in recent years. New technology has dramatically impacted both the revenue and news aspects of our paper.
On the advertising front, we have multiple new tools at our disposal to help market local businesses. For instance, in addition to
regular print ads, which remain the gold standard for a community
paper, newspapers like ours offer inserts, front-page banners and
stickers. Digitally, advertising opportunities expand almost daily.
In addition to traditional ads on web pages, targeted email and
pop-up marketing tools can be demographically and geographically pinpointed to an astonishing degree.
Advancements on the news side are just as remarkable. On both
the primary and general election nights last year, Times reporter
Chris Teale tweeted live updates of returns from our local elections for mayor and city council.
Our print edition is where we were able to provide readers with
valuable pre-election information about the candidates in our awardwinning voter’s guide and then in-depth post-election follow-ups.
But it was on social media where we were able to keep Alexandrians
informed in real time. This has taken place as part of a big push to
expand our social media output, with the Times now up above 8,000
followers on Twitter and with more than 1,200 Facebook likes.
This week, the Times is happy to unveil our latest innovation:
a new website.
Designed by Alexandria-based Ironistic, our new site is full of fun
wrinkles on both the news and advertising sides. Current news, sports,
arts and opinion articles are presented in a clear and easily accessible
manner. It is now easier to find archived copies of the paper, to view
photo galleries both old and recent, to sign up to receive a weekly eedition of the paper or to follow our various social media channels.
We have a section displaying current social media posts, an
area where our most recent editorials are grouped, and a special
section for our regular columnists. You can check out everything
from the latest weather to trending stories.
We are also happy, in this age of increasing incivility, to announce that anonymous posts will no longer be allowed on our website, as they are not allowed in our print edition. To make comments
either in print or online, readers are required to provide their name.
The site also provides the capability for leaderboard and side
ads, and new innovations like belly ads that run all the way across
the page as readers scroll down, and more.
We encourage readers to check it out at www.alextimes.com
and give us your feedback. We are still making minor tweaks to
the site and welcome your comments.
Times readers are also invited to join us for a Cinco de Mayo
happy hour to help celebrate the launch. It will be held from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m., May 5 at Chadwicks, located at 203 Strand St. Free
appetizers and a cash bar will be provided.
Members of the Times news and advertising staffs will be
present, as will members of the Ironistic design team. Please
join us as we celebrate a significant milestone in our continuing
evolution as a news organization.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Patrick Henry cost increases
need more scrutiny
To the editor:
In response to your
March 31 article on the Patrick Henry Recreation Center budget (“Patrick Henry
rec center project faces more
uncertainty”), I too have
observed that the finances
required are growing. I am
a neighbor of Patrick Henry
School and a member of the
advisory group.
I have been following this
project closely and question
the need for a larger budget, especially since this
is supposed to be a “neighborhood” recreation center.
Last year when city council
selected the design, it was
within budget, but recently
requests have been made for
additional funding — $2.2
million for an artificial turf
field and an outdoor fitness
circuit and a possible $1 mil-

lion for the indoor facility.
Together, this is almost
a 50 percent increase over
the current budget of $6.8
million. Do these increases
mean that this project will
no longer “be constructible
within the capital project
budget?”
Some statements made
by officials about the project
were inaccurate, particularly
the statement that the project’s budget had not been updated in many years. The Patrick Henry 2015 feasibility
study includes very detailed
line-by-line cost projections.
Also, the budget for
the facility has already increased. This increase from
$6.1 million in fiscal 2012 to
$6.8 million in fiscal 2016
was “to account for inflation
associated with an updated
project timeline, project

management costs and a sufficient project contingency,”
according to a city staff
member, not to change the
size of the project.
I believe these inconsistencies raise the question of
why these additional funds
are needed, especially during a time when our city’s
budget is tight. The Patrick
Henry Recreation Center is
supposed to be a neighborhood center and should be
geared to “accommodating
the recreational needs of the
immediate Patrick Henry
community,” as stated in the
planning team’s own presentation material.
Anything larger is not
appropriate in a residential
neighborhood and is an unnecessary expense.
- Mary Biegel
Alexandria
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Removing Confederate references
will only reopen old wounds
To the editor:
I am aghast. Never in my
wildest dreams did I think
the movement to change
street names and get rid
of the Appomattox statue
would last this long.
Surely reasonable people
acting reasonably will find
other more urgent and impactful issues to address.
It’s not as if we don’t have
enough genuine today-problems that we have to dredge
up a yesterday-problem to
agonize over.
This yesterday-problem
started out because someone thought it hurtful to the
sensibilities of some that our

city — on the wrong side of
right 150 years ago — was
unduly recognizing this
historical fact with a single
statue and with some street
names.
Good grief! Moving a
statue or expunging fine
names that were once
shared by some Confederate generals from street
signs does not change history. What it will do is open
a Pandora’s box that can
never be closed.
And, I fear, it will exacerbate racial tensions
rather than dissipate them.
This will create a countermovement to rename T.C.

Williams because it honors
a segregationist, which, in
turn, will trigger demands
that all written references in
Alexandra to across the Potomac, former D.C. Mayor
Marion Barry be expunged
because he served time in
prison.
This will surely result
in some extremist demanding George Washington be
removed from the dollar
bill because he was a slave
owner, and on and on, making new wounds where none
existed. It is time to move
forward, not backward.
- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Patrick Henry Elementary and
recreation center project is a debacle
To the editor:
After years of negligence in school maintenance, the city now is faced
with the daunting task of
renovating and rebuilding
12 of our schools at a staggering cost of $1.5 billion.
It boggles the mind as to
where those funds to maintain and renovate schools
were finally allocated.
Could those funds have
been used to help pay for
cost overruns at T.C Williams, Jefferson-Houston
and the police station? Regardless of how the funds
were squandered, it is now
time to begin the process to
improve our school infrastructure so we can improve
our academic standing. I
have never been a big infrastructure guy, but our infrastructure is so damaged
that a healthy infrastructure
with adequate space, functioning utilities, windows
and standard facilities will
greatly aid academic performance.
The first school on our

Who is running this
project? Why are the
residents being ignored?
Why would you want to
devalue the neighborhood
property values?”
list of rebuilds is Patrick
Henry, which will grow
from 667 students to more
than 900 students. A school
located right smack in a
neighborhood and we need
to expand its capacity by
one third. The neighbors
wanted three things: to
limit bus and car traffic
on Latham Street; to keep
as much of the well-used
open space as possible; and
to have the school fit the
neighborhood in architectural design and location.
So what happened?
Last September, the city
department of recreation,
parks and cultural activities decided it was in the
neighborhood’s best inter-

est to drop a 30,000 squarefoot recreation center on
the neighborhood, more
than three times larger than
what was previously present. According to city staff,
it would be outsourced for
revenue, meaning we will
rent it out a lot to pay for it.
The bottom line is that
means more congestion in
the neighborhood. Within
a period of one less than
one month, the rec center
options were presented to
the community and it then
came before the city council
for a vote. City Councilor
Paul Smedberg expressed
his anger at a city council
SEE PATRICK HENRY | 28

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

Alexandria celebrates small
businesses every day

Across the country, the week er communities often note that
of May 2 will be celebrated as Alexandria provides much more
Small Business Week, highlight- personal interaction and support.
ing the importance of small busiThe integrated nature of our
nesses to the U.S. economy. In community often brings together
Alexandria, we celebrate small stakeholders with differing viewbusinesses every day because points, from residents who may
they are such an integral part of fear that nearby businesses will
our character and economy.
bring noise or traffic, to propriSmall businesses comprise etors who are doing everything
90 percent of all businesses in they can to make their busiAlexandria and they are ide- nesses thrive. City staff works
ally suited to our scale.
to balance all of these
Retail spaces on King
priorities and it should
Street and Mount Verencourage all of us in
non Avenue are perfect
the community to apfor small boutiques,
preciate how much efintimate
restaurants
fort it takes to find the
and specialty shops. In
best solution in each
fact, 78 percent of retail
situation.
stores on King Street
The city also has a
Bill Reagan
are small, locally run,
wide array of interconindependent businesses.
nected resources that support and
Our commercial office mar- promote small businesses. These
ket also includes attractive of- groups focus on building an inferings for small businesses. frastructure and business climate
Smaller office buildings and that preserves and strengthens
historic spaces appeal to busi- Alexandria’s ideal setting for
nesses like commercial cre- small businesses.
atives and small professional
From Alexandria’s city govservice providers. The charac- ernment and the chamber of
teristics that make our city so commerce, to Visit Alexandria,
special are also the things that the Alexandria Economic Develhelp small businesses thrive.
opment Partnership and neighAlexandria relies on our borhood business associations,
small businesses in many ways. many organizations work toThese owners and their employ- gether to support and strengthen
ees often sponsor events, serve small businesses across the city.
on volunteer boards, contribute
The Alexandria Small Busitime and money to local causes, ness Development Center is at
and have often provided commu- the core of these efforts. It helps
nity leadership through chang- interconnect the efforts of support
ing times and circumstances. organizations and expedites the
Alexandria benefits when our communications flow to and from
businesses are engaged, because small businesses. It also helps
they truly have their finger on small businesses solve problems,
the pulse of the community.
overcome obstacles and make
Since our economy and qual- worthwhile connections throughity of life are so dependent on the out the community and region.
success of small businesses, the
A city proclamation and a
question worth asking is wheth- month of special programs are
er we are doing our very best to set to highlight small businessbe inviting and to help them start es in May – but every week in
and grow. City government has Alexandria is truly Small Busiworked very hard in recent years ness Week.
to streamline processes where
The writer is the executive
possible and minimize delays.
Alexandria entrepreneurs who director of the Alexandria Small
Business Development Center.
have gone on to expand into oth-
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My View | by Sen. Adam Ebbin
Veto session keeps Virginia
in the mainstream
Every April, the General As- SB270 would have barred local law
sembly returns to Richmond for a enforcement from releasing anyone
one-day veto session. This is when who is subject to a U.S. Immigrawe vote on Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s tion and Customs Enforcement
(D) amendments to bills — and his detainer, “provided that no alien
vetoes of bills — that passed during may be held in custody in excess
our regular session.
of the date that he would otherWe accept or reject the wise be released.” This bill would
amendments, and sustain or have sent a deeply unwelcoming
override the vetoes;
message to immigrants
then, as citizen legislawho are already an
tors, we return to our
important part of our
communities. For the
communities. Worse, it
rest of the year, much of
could have caused the
our work happens not
kind of fearful silence
in Richmond but closer
— the kind of mistrust
to home.
between residents and
This year, with Relaw enforcement —
publican majorities in
that makes everyone
both the House of Dele- Sen. Adam Ebbin less safe.
gates and the state Senate, many bad
State Sen. Bill Carrico’s (Rbills reached the governor’s desk. 40) SB41 was also deeply trouAs a result, we had 24 vetoes to con- bling: it would have allowed resider. One measure sought to deny ligiously affiliated businesses to
Planned Parenthood critical funding discriminate against LGBT couthat is used for cancer exams, STI ples based on a “sincerely held
screenings and birth control servic- religious belief” that marriage
es; others would have delayed our equality is wrong. Like SB270,
efforts to address climate change.
this measure would have done
A particularly harmful piece terrible harm to our communiof legislation would have revoked ties, giving some Virginians
localities’ ability to mandate fair license to discriminate against
wages in public contracts. Alex- others under the false guise of
andria has required decent pay religious freedom.
in contracts for 15 years, and the
I spoke against both bills on the
city has prospered. This measure senate floor, and was glad to see
would have lowered wages and them both fail. I’m hopeful that next
made our hardworking friends year their patrons will take heed and
and neighbors less secure — for focus on better ideas that will move
no apparent purpose. First-term Virginia forward and stimulate ecostate Sen. Jeremy McPike (D-29) nomic growth.
noted that Virginia is focused on
Please share your thoughts on
attracting new high-paying jobs, legislation and other state issues with
yet this bill would have forced me by emailing district30@senate.
lower pay for many maintenance virginia.gov. You can also follow
and janitorial staff.
me on Twitter — @AdamEbbin —
I would prefer that these bills and on Facebook at www.facebook.
had never been introduced — com/ebbincampaign.
but under the circumstances,
It is my continued honor to
I’m proud to say that my col- represent the citizens of the 30th
leagues and I upheld every one Senate District.
of McAuliffe’s vetoes. I’m espeThe writer is the state senator
cially pleased about two bills, in
for the 30th district, which
particular.
includes Alexandria.
State Sen. Tom Garrett’s (R-22)
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Put new Metro station plans on hold
To the editor:
As each day brings
more news of the meltdown at the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transportation Authority, I find
it inexplicable that our
representatives in Richmond and city councilors all are not rallying to
block any move to put taxpayer money into a Metro
station at Potomac Yard.
The last straw for me
was being held up for
more than an hour last
week when a train broke
down in the tunnel near

the Rosslyn station. The
unreliability of the Metro
system has no end in sight,
and it would be the height
of irresponsibility for our
lawmakers to spend our
money — hundreds of millions of dollars — to expand our connection to a
broken system.
I need not say more; we
have all read the news, day
after day documenting the
failure of the Metro. But I
also have listened to fellow passengers in a panic
as they were going to miss
a key job interview or an

appointment,
including
meetings right here in Alexandria.
Frantic phone calls
home were to no avail.
When you can’t move because of breakdowns or
single tracking, you are
helpless and hopeless.
Unless and until WMATA can get its act together,
the only prudent course of
action is to hold off on any
movement toward a new
Metro station. Anything
else is irresponsible.
- James Larocco
Alexandria

PATRICK HENRY

routes on Taney Avenue,
but also includes a larger
recreation center than is
needed for the neighborhood, less open space and
a “high-use athletic field”
that may be turfed with no
ban on lights. The field
currently at Patrick Henry
is not a high-use field — it
features some soccer and
lacrosse — it is a neighborhood field and as such
should remain so.
The federal government currently is investigating turf fields for
health hazards. To propose
a turf field with any possibility of a health issue
looming is reckless, as for
open space a turf field is
green cement, not grass.
Earlier this month,
the planning commission
and Moseley architects
surprised the community when they developed

and presented a plan — a
prototype of option A
but with bus routes on
Latham. The very thing
the residents wanted most
was removed. The school
board in a meeting blasted
the plan to allow buses on
Latham and rejected it.
My questions to residents are: Who is running
this project? Why are the
residents being ignored?
Why would you want to
devalue the neighborhood
property values? Why do
we rely on rental revenue
to pay for a rec center instead of building to scale
and what we need and can
afford? Is every renovation project going to be
like this? The project is
a debacle and an embarrassment. We need to start
over and get it right.
- William Goff
Alexandria
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meeting, saying that whoever was a part in planning
this project should be fired
and the process needed to
be redone.
Now reduced to 18,000
square feet, this proposal
might seem like a victory,
but the center is still too
large. It is twice the size of
what was there and grows
to 30,000 square feet when
the shared space with the
school is included. It mimics a city recreation center, not a neighborhoodfocused one. It does not
belong in a residential
neighborhood and it is too
expensive.
Most recently the city
and neighbors seemed
to have reached a compromise with an option
that incorporates no bus

WHO CARES?
WE DO.
Email comments, rants & raves
to letters@ alextimes.com.
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Gone from the city, but not forgotten

M

any years after their
encounter with Alexandria, the O’Leary
family was reintroduced to
Northern Virgina readers by an
article in the Washington Post.
The O’Learys were in Sacramento, having shown up in
the mid-1980s. They received
a similar welcome in California to the one they received in
Northern Virginia.
A local California paper
noted that James O’Leary
lost an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court to force the capital of California to change
its name from Sacramento,
since, “claiming its use on
city seals violated the constitutional separation of church
and state.”
Just as in Alexandria, the
family became renowned
for their vagabond lifestyle,
“with constant disputes with
Sacramento over their rundown homes and boats.” One
boat, similar to the family’s
listing Alexandria abode seen
here, particularly vexed Sacramento authorities: a World
War II minesweeper called
the Seamill.
James, the patriarch, died
in 2014 at the age of 101. In
a phone conversation with
a Washington Post reporter,
one of the middle sons, John,
said that his mother Florence
passed away in 1999. Of the 12
O’Leary children that were on
the Chicago and then the Reliant during their time on the
Potomac, seven are still alive
and four still live together.
Some things have changed.

Introducing
the all N E W
and vastly
improved

Alexandria
Times

featuring
An injunction prevents the
family from living on boats.
Some things haven’t. According to the local Washington
reporter, “the O’Leary’s have
been declared vexatious litigants” in California, which
affected the lawsuit they
filed against Sacramento in
that they had to pay $1,485
to appeal the initial ruling
against them.
They lost six boats in
three years. John claimed that
the family was never happy
on land, and they showed up
in one dilapidated vessel after another until they were
banned from living on the
water.
During the phone conversation, John O’Leary said
that he was going to try to
assume the mantle of his late
father. And he said if he could
get the injunction against liv-

ing on boats lifted, he wanted
to take his family back to the
sea. In more than one article,
John and his siblings argued
that rather than going to
public schools, they learned
more by experiencing different locales and cultures during their childhoods. As John
put it, “You learn and adapt
and you never come out any
dumber than you started.”
Just like their parents, the
O’Leary children’s belief that
they have a right to be on the
water hasn’t changed despite
changes in locations and circumstances. John’s phone interview ended with the musing that if he were allowed to
live on a boat again, he might
return to the Potomac River.

Best In Depth
Local News
#Trending
News/Sports
/Lifestyle

Responsive
Design
Community
Calendar

ON LI N E

all the time

Out of the Attic is provided
by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Due to the launch of the new website,
results of last week’s poll could not be
properly tabulated.

This Week

Do you support Alexandria City Public Schools’
centralized preschool proposal?
A. Yes.
B. No.
C. It needs more study.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

....
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QUARTERBACKS By Fred Piscop
ACROSS
1 Begins a hand
6 Put to shame
11 ___ serif
15 Thirty minutes of
			 football
19 Certain navel, slangily
20 “Unsafe at Any Speed”
			 author
21 Sink pipe feature
22 River to the Caspian
			 Sea
23 Image on the Alaska
			 state quarter
25 River to the Seine
26 City near Lake Tahoe
27 Tosspot
28 Department store
			 section
29 Image on the Oregon
			 state quarter
31 Panicker’s words
32 One may fall by it
33 Made sure of
36 Like coin flips
40 Enya fan, e.g.
45 Dixieland trumpeter Al
46 Image on the Alabama
			 state quarter
49 Carp cousin
50 Melodic passage
52 Hagen of stage and
			 screen
53 Sunbathers catch them
54 Part of DMV
55 Rule, briefly

56 Contract provisions
58 Hacks’ collections
59 Where the action is
60 “Sorta” suffix
61 X, ___ “xylophone”
62 ___ Linda, Calif.
63 Took back
64 Take a shot at
66 Image on the
			 Massachusetts state
			 quarter
70 Grassy expanse
71 Yeggs’ targets
73 Sacred image
74 Broccoli ___
76 Roll-call call
79 “O Pioneers!” novelist
			 Cather
80 Gump portrayer
82 Scopes Trial prosecutor
83 The works
84 To this point
85 Greeting from the
			 crow’s-nest
86 Make advances on
87 Kick oneself over
89 In the old days
90 Image on the Arizona
			 state quarter
93 Teen’s woe
94 Horn’s partner in
			 automats
96 Cheer for
97“The Merry Widow”
		 composer Franz
98 Concealment of sorts

101
103
				
				
107
110
113
114
115
				
117
118
				
119
120
121
122
123
124

First biblical casualty
Image on the
Connecticut state
quarter
Treats maliciously
Put under wraps
Apiary home
Tight as a drum
Image on the Utah
state quarter
Lacking rain
Prefix meaning
“within”
Florida citrus city
Ford flop
Money in Mexico
TV chef Paula
Aspirin giant
Twangy, vocallyn

DOWN
1 Follows constantly
2 Dollar at Disneyland
		 Paris
3 In conflict
4 Taylor, to fans
5 “Oh yeah?” follower
6 At present
7 Movie pig
8 Yemeni port
9 Salty septet
10 Hit a clinker
11 Load of bunk
12 Divas’ deliveries
13 Ill temper

Obituaries

Donna Lee Hughes (Hennig)
Donna Lee Hughes, age
79, passed away on Tuesday,
March 29, 2016 at Sunrise
Place of Memory Impaired
in Worthington, Ohio.
She was born May 7,
1936 to Thomas B. and Thelmalou Elizabeth (Rowe)
Hennig in Painesville, Ohio.
After graduating from Harvey High School, Donna
enlisted in the Army where
she met her future husband,
John, who preceded her in
death in 2002.
Along with her husband
and parents, Donna is preceded in death by her children, John William Hughes,
Jr. and Nancy Jane HughesTruitt; and brother, Thomas
Hennig. Donna is survived
by her daughters, Diane
(Michael) Hughes-Dobrea
and Periane Megee; many
grandchildren; great-grandchildren and sister-in-law,
Eleanor Hennig.
A memorial service will
be held 2 p.m. Saturday, May
7, 2016 at Highbanks Metro
Park, North Pavilion, 9466
Columbus Pike in Lewis
Center. John and Donna will

Donna Lee Hughes (Hennig)

be interred June 17, 2016 at
2 p.m. in Arlington National
Cemetery with military honors. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to Heartland Hospice, 6500
Busch Blvd. Ste #210 Columbus, Ohio 43229 or Vietnam
Veteran’s Memorial Fund,
1235 South Clark Street, Ste.
910, Arlington, Va. 22202.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER
WORTHINGTON CHAPEL,
6699 N. High St. Visit www.
schoedinger.com to share a
favorite memory or condolence of Donna.

OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times are charged through the
funeral home on a per-word basis comparable to the
space rate offered to nonprofit advertisers.
“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” notices are available
through the Advertising Department.
Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue date.
Call 703.739.0001 for details.

Last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words

14 Radar gun victim
15 Fling the horsehide
16 Field of expertise
17Tall and slender
18 Arctic floater
24 Chaney or Chaney Jr.
29 TV studio workers
30 FF’s opposite, on a VCR
31 Sgt. Snorkel’s dog
32 Round-bottomed cooker
33 Puppeteer Lewis
34 Buenos ___
35 Image on the Ohio and
			 North Carolina state
			 quarters
37 Degree holders
38 Trawler trailers
39 FBI lab material
41 Renee of silents
42 Image on the Missouri
			 state quarter
43 Cheap, in adspeak
44 Published again
46 Tillers’ tools
47 NFLer, as of 2016
48 Soapmaking compound
51 Patronizes, as a hotel
54 Dietrich of
			 “The Blue Angel”
57 Lens holder
58 Snapshots, informally
62 Fortunate fellow
65 Give out on loan again
67 Curtain fabric
68 Western gully
69 76-Across opposite
71 Mower’s path
72 Tyler of “The Talk”
75 Owl’s home
77 Court cohort of Sonia
			 and Ruth
78 Take in or let out
80 “The Bridge” poet
81 “I’ve got it!”
82 Radius, but not diameter
86 Punny sort
88 Manxman, e.g.
90 Met at the door
91 Get all misty
92 Raising Cain
95 PEI clock setting
97 Taper off
99 Garmin recommendation
100 Name in stationery
102 Stiller of
				 “Meet the Fockers”
103 Lip balm target
104 Bring on board
105 Hertz rival
106 Make over
107 Caribbean music genre
108 Get into the game
109 Twiddling one’s thumbs
110 Serenade the villain
111 Assemble-it-yourself
				 chain
112 Big name in PCs
115 Amorphous mass
116 Smartphone forerunner
				 (Abbr.)

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Classifieds
Obituaries

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE PURSUANT
TO THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
AND ARTICLE 9 OF THE UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE

RONALD C. BROOKS (71),
of Alexandria,
December 15, 2015
EDGAR P. CARDWELL JR.,
of Alexandria, April 15, 2016
EUGENE J. COMEY (68),
of Alexandria, April 22, 2016
TERESA E. DUGAN,
of Alexandria, April 21, 2016

The Alexandria City School Board will hold a public hearing on the FY
2017 Combined Funds Budget and FY 2017-2026 Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) Budget during the School Board Special Called Meeting
held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, in the School Board Meeting
Room located at 1340 Braddock Pl., Alexandria. For more information
or to register to speak at the public hearing, please contact the Clerk
of the Board at 703-619-8316 or email boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

ABC NOTICES

WALTER R. FABINSKY (99),
of Alexandria, April 16, 2016
ROBERT H. GUSTAFSON
(95), formerly of
Alexandria, April 26, 2016
RAYMOND F. LEARY
JR. (68), of Alexandria,
December 19, 2015
GILBERT MITCHELL JR.
(91), of Alexandria,
April 21, 2016
ARMINE K. SALISBURY
(89), of Alexandria, April
24, 2016

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage
/ P.O. Box
27491, Richmond,
VA 23261
Virginia
DepartmentRoad
of Alcoholic
Beverage
Control
2901
Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491, Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov
www.abc.virginia.gov

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)
PUBLISHING NOTICE

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.
Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s)
name(s) ofofowner(s):]
owner(s):]

Sunoco
Retail
Sunoco
Retail
LLCLLC

If general
partnership,
partners’
names
or name
of partnership.
If LP,
LLC or corporation,
If general
partnership,
enterenter
partners’
names
or name
of partnership.
If LP, LLP,
LLCLLP,
or corporation,
enter enter
name
as as
recorded
withwith
the State
Corporation
Commission.
If association
or tax-exempt
private club,
name
recorded
the State
Corporation
Commission.
If association
or tax-exempt
private club,
enter
name.
Only
if a ifsole
proprietor,
enterenter
first, middle
and last
enter
name.
Only
a sole
proprietor,
first, middle
andname.
last name.

Trading as:
Trading
as: Sunoco
Sunoco7658
7658

(trade
(tradename)
name)

Any party interested in bidding on the Collateral is entitled
to perform its own inspection of the Earthwater’s records by
contacting the undersigned counsel.

3500 King St, _____________________________________

3500 King St, _____________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade)
(exact street address where business will trade)
Alexandria

Alexandria

(city/town)

(city/town)
Alexandria City

Virginia

Alexandria City

(state)Virginia

(county)

(state)

(county)

22302-1907

(zip + 4)22302-1907

(zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a Wine & Beer off Premises

license

applied for)
for a (type[s]
Wineof&license[s]
Beer off
Premises

license

(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

Sheryl L. Hess
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

Sheryl L. Hess

(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

SERVICES
Live-in Housekeeper

Mature, reliable, woman with 25
years of experience as a private
home caretaker seeking a position
from Spring through the end of the
Summer. Will do detailed cleaning,
shopping, prepare meals, run errands, gardening and other household chores. Spend time enjoying
your time and family. Your comfort
is my main goal! Prefer mature families or senior citizens. I have my own
transportation and health insurance. Excellent references available
upon request. Contact 785-2015734 for more information.

KILL STINK
BUGS!
Buy HARRIS
STINK BUG SPRAY.

Odorless, Non-Staining.
Effective results begin
after spray dries.
Available: Hardware Stores,
The Home Depot,
homedepot.com

Secured Creditor/Seller is BOF Earth Water, LLC (“Seller”), and
Debtors are Earthwater Resources, LLC and Earthwater Technologies,
Inc. (“Earthwater”). Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section
8.9A-610 of the Code of Virginia and Article 9 of the Uniform
Commercial Code, Seller will sell to the highest bidder at a public
sale all of the assets of Earthwater as follows: (i) all Accounts, (ii)
all Chattel Paper; (iii) all Commercial Tort Claims currently held by
Earthwater; (iv) all Commodity Accounts; (v) all Contracts; (vi) all
Deposit Accounts; (vii) all Documents; (viii) all Equipment; (ix) all
General Intangibles; (x) all Incidental Rights; (xi) all Instruments;
(xii) all Intellectual Property and Intellectual Property Licenses; (xiii)
all Inventory; (xiv) all Investment Property; (xv) all Letter-of-Credit
Rights; (xvi) all Payment Intangibles; (xvii) all Securities Accounts,
and all Investment Property held therein or credited thereto; (xviii)
all Goods and other property not otherwise described above that does
not entail an Excluded Asset; (xix) all books and records pertaining to
any and/or all of the Collateral; and (xxi) to the extent not otherwise
included, all Proceeds and products of any and all of the foregoing,
all Supporting Obligations in respect of any of the foregoing, and all
collateral security and guarantees given by any Person with respect to
any of the foregoing (collectively, the “Collateral”),

NOTE:
to the
issuance
of this license
must be
submitted
to ABC
no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of Objections
the first of two
required
newspaper
legal notices.
Objections
should
be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov
or
date
of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.
800-552-3200.

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please

refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Retail License Application, page 11

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please

ABC NOTICES

refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Retail License Application, page 11

The public sale of these assets will be held as follows:
Date: May 4, 2016
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Location: Anderson Court Reporting
706 Duke Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
The successful purchaser of the Collateral at the public sale shall be
immediately responsible for paying 25% of the total purchase price
directly to the Seller at the public sale.The remaining portion of the
total purchase price shall be due to the Seller within forty-eight (48)
hours of the public sale. Additionally, Seller, secured by the Collateral,
shall have the right to credit bid at the sale in the full amount of the
indebtedness it is owed by Earthwater.
Please contact the undersigned counsel if you have any questions
about the public sale or the Collateral being sold at the public sale.
R. Travis Santos, Esq.
HILL WARD HENDERSON
101 East Kennedy Boulevard, Suite 3700
Tampa, Florida 33602
Telephone: (813) 221-3900
Email: travis.santos@hwhlaw.com

Advertising Works!
Advertise to 19,000+ viewers!

Contact us today
sales@alextimes.com
or 703-739-0001

....
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

204 South Pitt Street • Offered at $970,000
Built by George and James Dixon in 1852 on land they bought in 1840, this brick
townhouse commands a prime location in the heart of Old Town. Double parlor living
rooms with high ceilings offer wonderful space for entertaining, flowing into the
spacious family room. French doors open to a balcony overlooking a private terrace
and garden, overflowing with flowers. The lower level with brick floor, a handsome
kitchen and dining room also access the terrace for warm breezes and sunshine. Two
nice size bedrooms and a top floor sitting room with exposed brick wall contribute to
the livability of this special residence. One year of garage parking is included.

511 Cameron Street • Offered at $2,500,000
This Greek Revival style three story residence was built in 1850 by William Newton
McVeigh. This property offers a high quality renovation throughout, 4 bedrooms,
4.5 new baths, a Lobkovich kitchen with Wolfe range, 12-foot ceilings, original floors,
gorgeous moldings, 7 fireplaces and a handsome media/family room with in-floor
heating, built-in bookshelves and an adjoining exercise area with full bath. A freestanding brick smokehouse dating from the early 19th century is part of the large patio
and garden area with roses, hydrangeas, holly and crepe myrtles. Located in the heart
of Old Town with off-street parking.

703.836.1297 • www.BabsBeckwith.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

