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City prepares for possible
showdown with Dominion

....

Council approves list of least,
most objectionable routes
BY ERICH WAGNER

City set to take over
Torpedo Factory operations
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Interim regime slated for
October 1 as discussions
over center’s future continue
BY CHRIS TEALE

The Torpedo Factory Arts
Center will come under temporary city control October 1 for
up to three years as officials with
the center continue to debate its
future management structure.
Under a proposal that was
unveiled May 12 and communicated to artists through a letter, the city would lease studio
space directly to the artists at
the center as well as to The Art
League, galleries and the Bread
and Chocolate cafe.
Currently, the city leases
the space to the Torpedo Factory Arts Center board, which
then issues leases to the Torpedo Factory Artists Association, The Art League and Bread

and Chocolate. The TFAA then
rents studio and gallery space to
artists.
“The Torpedo Factory Art
Center — and the artists themselves — are integral to Alexandria’s unique cultural and
tourism experience,” said City
Manager Mark Jinks in a statement. “The city’s actions today
begin to build a bridge to the
future for this important facility.
Our goal is to provide certainty
and stability by preserving the
art center’s core character until
a new organizational structure
is determined.”
The new regime comes as
the center and its board continue to wrestle with its future.
A controversial report released
by consulting firm The Cultural
Planning Group called for a
number of management changes

THREE TO SEE

to the center, including a board
independent from city control
and streamlined management
by one nonprofit organization.
The report’s findings were
accepted in March by the center’s current 13-member board
as well as the city commission for the arts. But it exposed
deepening rifts among board
members on the center’s direction, upon which the Times first
reported in February.
Also in the mix is the need
for the center to renew its lease
with the city, which expires
June 30. Under the proposal put
forward by the city, the current
structure will be in place for
three months from July 1, with
the new structure scheduled for
implementation on October 1.
SEE TORPEDO FACTORY | 6

AREA ART EXHIBITS ARE
TOO GOOD TO MISS - PAGE 20

City councilors, officials and
residents prepared their defenses last week ahead of a possible
fight this summer with utility
Dominion Virginia Power over
a proposal to run a 230-kilovolt
transmission line through Alexandria, passing a resolution
outlining which routes would
be “least objectionable” while
maintaining an overall opposition to the project.
In February, Dominion officials announced they would
seek approval from state
regulators for the project this
summer. The news came after the proposal sat dormant
for more than a year while
the utility evaluated new data
from regional grid operator

PJM about electrical load projections for the region.
Dominion spokesman Chuck
Penn said in March that despite
delays, the utility determined a
line running from Dominion’s
Glebe Road substation to a Pepco installation at the site of the
closed GenOn coal-fired power
plant was still necessary to accommodate future electrical
needs in Northern Virginia.
“It took even more of an
extended period of time [than
expected] for us to take a really
hard, close look at the project
itself and the load forecast in
particular,” Penn said at the
time. “We also took some time
to study in depth some additional options that we thought
may have been there. But afSEE DOMINION | 10
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THE AVENUE SIDEWALKS FILL UP WITH ART Chalk artists
Amber Sprenger, Patrick Kirwin and Jack Labadie put together their creation on the sidewalk along Mount Vernon Avenue
during La Bella Strada on May 14. The festival was inspired
by an ancient Italian art form, and looked to raise funds for a
permanent home for the Del Ray Montessori School.
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HOKULE’A VISITS ALEXANDRIA Traditional Hawaiian canoe Hokule’a arrived in
Alexandria earlier this week
during its around-the-world
voyage slated to cover more
than 60,000 nautical miles,
100 ports and 27 countries.
The crew offered tours and
educational programs at
the 62-foot-long vessel that
was first launched in March
1975. It arrived in the Port
City May 15 and departed
May 17 to head upstream
into D.C.

Gorgeous Flowers Delivered

NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE
NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

Advocates for Alexandria Aquatics present
first Chinquapin Park fundraising check
Advocates for Alexandria
Aquatics marked the first step
in its effort to raise $2.5 million towards a new 50-meter
swimming pool at Chinquapin
Park as its board of directors
presented a check for $5,000 to
the city Tuesday.
The funds were raised
through Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s biggest one-day online
fundraiser held April 20. Advocates chairman Bill Rivers said
that while the check was for a
relatively small amount, it was
a show of good faith that the
group will raise the rest.
City council appropriated
$4.5 million in fiscal 2017 for
the design of a new Chinquapin pool, which would be indoors and located where the
tennis courts currently sit.
Council appropriated $15 million in fiscal 2018 for the project, with the Advocates raising the rest in a public-private
partnership.
Under the proposal, the
current pool at Chinquapin
still would be used, likely as a
warm-water facility for children, seniors and other activities
like school swim team practices. The 50-meter pool would
enable more competitive swimming, such as for the city’s high
schools to host meets.
The group has other fundraising activities planned for
the future, with donations from
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Advocates for Alexandria Aquatics chairman Bill Rivers (far
right), vice chair Melynda Wilcox
(third from right) and treasurer
Bob Ludke (second from right)
present a check for $5,000 to
parks and recreation director
Jim Spengler (second from left)
and city urban planner Laura
Durham (far left) as a start of
fundraising for the new 50-meter pool at Chinquapin.

the business world and private
individuals to be solicited too.
It is slated to host a youth triathlon on September 25 at Chinquapin and in the surrounding
area for those aged 9-14.
While Rivers acknowledged there is a long way to
go in the fundraising process,
this contribution represents the
first step.
“We’ll look back and say this
was the beginning,” he said.
- Chris Teale

4 | MAY 19, 2016

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

CRIME

old

Mini Spiral Bulbs
Save money by using
less electricity than the old
type bulbs and can last up to
10 times longer!
Come in and
start saving today!

Indictment: Homicide victim was witness in criminal case
Alexandria prosecutors announced Monday that the two
men accused in the slaying of
a man found dead in Four Mile
Run Park last year were indicted
by a grand jury.
Edwin Alexander Guerrero
Umana, 18, of Arlington and
Boris Elias Rosa Castro, 19, of
Fairfax County both face murder charges in connection with
the death of Eduardo David
Chandias Almendarez, who
was found dead last November.

Umana was indicted for
capital murder and conspiracy
to commit capital murder, while
Castro is charged with first-degree murder. Prosecutors allege
that Almandarez was killed “in
order to prevent him from testifying as a witness in a pending
criminal case.”
Although
Umana
was
charged with capital murder,
Commonwealth’s
Attorney
Bryan Porter said in a statement
that prosecutors would not pur-

sue the death penalty.
“Mr. Guerrero Umana
turned 18 years old approximately four months prior to this
offense,” Porter said in a statement. “Given his age at the time
of the offense, the commonwealth has elected to waive the
death penalty in this case.”
Porter was not available
to comment further on the
indictment. Trial and hearing
dates have not been set for the
defendants.
- Erich Wagner

Alexandria police arrest alleged serial bank robber
The Alexandria Police Department announced May 13
that it arrested a man in connection with two bank robberies that took place in the city
last month.
Budder Khan, 26, of Arlington, was arrested May 12 for
two counts of robbery. He is accused of robbing the SunTrust

at 2809 Mount Vernon Ave. on
April 18 and the Wells Fargo at
1711 Fern St. on April 28.
On both occasions, the
suspect allegedly handed
the teller a note demanding
money, then fled with an undisclosed amount of cash after
the teller complied. The Federal Bureau of Investigation

offered a reward of $5,000 for
information. APD received
assistance from the FBI and
the Arlington County Police
Department.
Police asked that anyone
with information about this
incident call Detective Christine Deibes at 703-746-6819.
- Chris Teale

Attempted robbery foiled by victim on Edsall Road
An attempted robbery on Edsall Road last week was prevented
as the victim refused to hand over
items to their potential robber.
Officers from the Alexandria
Police Department responded to
the 6200 block of Edsall Road
near Bren Mar Park at around

3:44 p.m. May 13. They received
reports of a robbery where the
suspect brandished a firearm
and stole personal items.
Police spokeswoman Crystal
Nosal said that the victim in fact
refused to hand over any items,
and the robber fled the scene.

Nosal had no further details as of
press time.
Anyone with further information about this incident is
asked to call the Alexandria
Police Department’s non-emergency number at 703-746-4444.
- Chris Teale

Police investigating robbery on Old Dominion Boulevard
The Alexandria Police Department is investigating a robbery
by a male and a female Monday
morning, who allegedly brandished a knife during the crime.
Officers responded to the
3800 block of Old Dominion

Blvd. in Arlandria after reports
of a robbery. Police spokeswoman Crystal Nosal said
the two suspects brandished a
knife and stole personal items
from the victim.
There were no injuries. No-

sal had no further details on the
investigation as of press time.
Anyone with any information about this incident is asked
to call the APD’s non-emergency number at 703-746-4444.
- Chris Teale

POLICE BEAT The following incidents occurred between May 11 and May 18.

29
2

THEFTS

ROBBERIES

14 16 2
1 1
4
DRUG
CRIMES

SEXUAL
OFFENSE

ASSAULTS

AGGRAVATED
ASSAULT

VEHICLE
THEFTS

BURGLARIES

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com
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Old Colony Inn redevelopment
unanimously approved by city council
Councilors add conditions
on nearby parking, alley
usage among others
BY CHRIS TEALE

City council unanimously
approved the redevelopment of
the Old Colony Inn in North Old
Town, although it added several conditions to ease concerns
about parking and landscaping
among others.
In their approval, councilors
narrowed loading times at the
site on 1101 N. Washington St.
to from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., and
added a condition that the applicant must provide enhanced
landscaping and maintenance
of the rear alleyway, subject to
consent of the Canal Way Home
Owners Association. The alleyway also will be allowed to be
reduced in width from 26 feet to
a minimum of 22 feet to allow
for additional landscaping, subject to association consent.
Other conditions include restricting the hours of operation
of the hotel restaurant entrance
on Second Street to from 8 a.m.
to 9 p.m. The applicant also made
a commitment to find additional
parking spaces as close to the hotel as possible. Bus drop-off is also
restricted, while parking spaces
at the hotel rear must be clearly
marked for hotel use and publicized as such at the front desk.
“I think that the neighbors’
input has undoubtedly helped
push the process and make the
building fit in better and be
more respectful towards the
neighborhood,” Mayor Allison
Silberberg said after the vote.
Under the proposal by managing partners Rebecca Pelino
and Stephen Bannister of CIA
Colony Inn LLC, two stories
would be added to the two-story
building, as well as a 60-seat restaurant. Within that restaurant is
a proposed 20-seat meeting area
that can be incorporated into the
general eating space.
The expansion would increase the number of rooms
available from 49 to 104, and
would include 62 on-site parking

spaces with 13 located off-site on
Slaters Lane and connected to
the hotel by shuttle buses.
Michael Swidrak, an urban
planner in the city department
of planning and zoning, said the
Board of Architectural Review
and its staff found that the proposal conformed to the Washington Street standards and the
North Old Town urban design
guidelines. Those standards are
outlined in a 1929 memorandum
of agreement between Alexan-

I think that
the neighbors’
input has undoubtedly helped push
the process and
make the building
fit in better and be
more respectful
towards the
neighborhood.”
-Mayor Allison Silberberg
dria and the federal government.
Staff later noted that the National Park Service had said that
the proposal had been refined to
take into account previous concerns, but that it was not formally supporting the project. City
planning director Karl Moritz
explained that typically, NPS
does not give projects the green
light, but instead makes recommendations and gives opinions.
Those 13 off-site parking
spaces may be located closer, according to the applicant’s attorney
Cathy Puskar. She said there was
an agreement in principle with
the Armed Forces Benefit Association to use its parking lot on
evenings and weekends, but that
needed to be firmed up later on.
Several neighbors who testified at the public hearing raised
concerns about the off-site
parking lot and the impact on
on-street spaces, which would
be connected by a shuttle bus
across Washington Street if it is
located on Slaters Lane.

“Overflow parkers are
much more likely to park on
neighboring streets than to use
such a remote option,” said
resident Elizabeth Chimento.
Neighbors also criticized the
height of the proposed building
and the waiver of the transition
setback requirement. The applicant requested to modify the
requirement in the zoning ordinance for a zone transition setback and have some of the floors
on the east side encroach onto
that zone. City staff determined
the encroachment was minimal,
but residents said it would be detrimental to their quality of life.
“The proposed hotel is too
big for this less-than one acre
site, and your zoning ordinances make that clear,” said local
resident Jim Herring.
Several speakers said that
it was possible to follow the
zoning ordinance’s setback requirement, primarily if one of
the hotel’s stories was removed
but also through architectural
amendments.
“We maintain that an architect wouldn’t merely lop off the
offending section, but would
have to design the hotel to remain within the setback,” said
local resident Andrea Haslinger.
Silberberg said the neighbors’ qualms about the building’s size weighed heavily on
her decision, while resident
Elizabeth Sproul said the ordinance was designed to prevent
such waivers being granted.
“If it doesn’t apply in this
instance, [we are] not sure what
instance it would apply to,” she
said.
Council’s approval means
the hotel redevelopment can go
ahead after more than a year
of planning and community
engagement. Puskar said that
given its longevity at the site, a
reboot was necessary to help it
keep up with the demand for hotel rooms in the city.
“This has been a hotel since
1968,” she said. “It is time for an
upgrade. It is time for a revision.”
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“We wanted to ensure some
stability,” said Deputy City
Manager Emily Baker in an interview. “We felt that the board
was not in a position to be able
to continue to function in a positive way and make decisions, so
we decided that while decisions
about the future governance
structure are continuing, the city
would step in and take over the
lease arrangement directly.”
Under the interim structure,
Baker said the board will be
able to continue its discussions
unabated and without timebased pressures placed on it. She
pointed to weekly conversations
between senior TFACB, TFAA
and The Art League figures on
the board in a joint executive
committee as an indication of
progress being made.
Meanwhile, Baker said the
TFAA likely will continue to
serve the city in an advisory role,
which could be codified through
a memorandum of understand-

CURRENT LEASE STRUCTURE

NEW LEASE STRUCTURE

Studios (Artists)
Cafe

Galleries

Cafe
SOURCE: CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

Studios (Artists)

Galleries

PHOTO/CLIFF1066

ing between the association and
the city. TFAA president Don
Viehman did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Torpedo Factory staff, including CEO Eric Wallner,
will temporarily become city
employees, with the center’s income being ring-fenced in the
city’s coffers. Diane Ruggiero,
deputy director of parks, rec-

reation and cultural activities,
said that TFAC’s income comes
largely from rent, sales of artwork and other items and some
grants, with that money used to
pay its employees. Wallner did
not respond to multiple requests
for comment.
“The expectation now is that
SEE TORPEDO FACTORY | 10
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•

Charming 1900 Victorian 2br/2ba townhouse

•

Original pine floors, crown molding and recessed lighting

•

Updated kitchen with stainless steel and granite

•

French doors open to flagstone patio

•

Floored attic storage and off street parking

•

Blocks to Metro, Waterfront and King Street

Offered
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$649,900

Offered by Martine & alexander irMer
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The 395 Express Lanes
Extension Project

Extending the 95 Express Lanes for eight miles north to the D.C. line, the 395 Express
Lanes would significantly reduce congestion in the I-395 corridor, increase capacity by
adding an additional HOV lane to make three reversible lanes on I-395 and extend the
benefits and travel options of the 95 Express Lanes farther north.
Construction of the project could generate 1,500 jobs and provide more than half a
billion dollars of economic activity. As many as 100 Virginia small businesses could go
to work as early as 2016.

Extend Express Lanes close
to the DC line
Add capacity with third HOV lane
and better traffic management
Dedicated funding for transit
Multi-modal improvements at
Pentagon/Eads Street
Improve travel on regular lanes
Support 1,500 jobs

As part of the project, a portion of the toll revenues will be used to guarantee annual
funding for transit, like improving bus service. Working with Arlington County and
federal officials, the project’s most northern section will also enhance Pentagon
access with a direct connection for buses and carpoolers. For more information, visit
our website.

395ExpressLanes.com

New toll option to access lanes
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NEWS FROM GREATER ALEXANDRIA | BY CHRIS TEALE

Adult day health care center settles Thomas Jefferson team
wins prize at Conrad
civil fraud allegations
Innovation Summit
Agape Health Management,
Inc., which operates under the
name Agape Adult Day Healthcare Center, located on 5701 General Washington Drive, agreed
earlier this month to settle federal
and state civil fraud allegations.
Agape will pay $385,917
after allegations it submitted
false claims for reimbursement
to the Virginia Medicaid Program. The allegations include
claims that Agape knowingly
submitted false or fraudulent
claims for transportation services purportedly provided to
Virginia Medicaid recipients
that were not present or trans-

ported to the Agape facility on
the claimed dates of service.
The civil claims settled are
allegations only, as there has
been no determination or verdict
of civil liability.
Agape’s facility provides
adult day health care primarily for Virginia Medicaid recipients. The services provided include community-based health,
therapeutic and social services
designed to meet the specialized
needs of elderly and disabled
recipients. Agape also provides
transportation services to and
from their facility.
The settlement was obtained

after a coordinated effort between the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Eastern District of Virginia, the Virginia Attorney General’s Office Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
Office of Inspector General, the
Virginia Department of Medical
Assistance Services and the FBI.
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Monika Moore, Assistant Attorney General Erica Bailey
and Assistant Attorney General
Megan Winfield of the Virginia Attorney General’s Office
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit
led the investigation.

Man dies from apparent strangulation
A woman has been charged
with second-degree murder
after she allegedly strangled a
man to death on the 5300 block
of Bedford Terrace last month.
Jessica Deneal-Whalen, 27,
of Alexandria, was charged
with the slaying of Raymond A.
White, 51, of no fixed address
on April 26. Officers with the
Fairfax County Police Department and paramedics of the
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department responded to the
area around 3:19 p.m. after the
report of a suspicious event.
Officials said that a woman

told them she had
caused by strangulawalked into her
tion. The exact cause
apartment and reand manner of death
ported finding a
will be determined by
deceased man. That
the Office of the Chief
woman was held
Medical Examiner.
for questioning,
Officials said there is
and Deneal-Whalen
no risk to the public.
was later charged Jessica Deneal-Whalen Anyone with infowith his murder.
rmation is asked to contact
After a night-long investi- Fairfax County Crime Solvers
gation, detectives determined electronically by visiting www.
the victim and suspect were to- fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, text-agether at the residence and De- tip by texting “TIP187” plus
neal-Whalen became upset and your message to 274637, or by
assaulted White. The victim’s calling either 866-411-8477 or
injuries appear to have been 703-691-2131.

SHOP LOCAL FIRST
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www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org
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Monthly Networking

Second Thursday Business Breakfast
2nd Thursday of each month
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Belle Haven Country Club
MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA 22306

A team from the Thomas
Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology was
among 10 winners at the
10th annual Conrad Spirit of
Innovation Challenge Summit on April 23 at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor
Complex.
Known as the Kosmos
team, the students won the
Pete Conrad Scholars award
in the cyber and technology
security division for a MediKey app that enables secure, on-demand and swift
sharing of relevant lifesaving medical history with
Emergency Health Technicians, regardless of the consciousness of the patient.
As winners of the scholars
prize, they are eligible to receive exclusive opportunities
like consultations, internship
introductions, contacts, intellectual property guidance and
additional funding.
The challenge began in
August 2015 with more than
500 students from 16 countries, tasked with creating
concepts, products and services to benefit humanity.
More than 140 teams submitted projects, and 110 advanced
to the semifinals. A total of 32
teams advanced to the finals
in four categories.
Each of the 32 finalists
presented product concepts
before a panel of industry ex-

perts, leading entrepreneurs,
government officials and
world-renowned
scientists
during “Power Pitches” at the
Kennedy Space Center. Products were evaluated for technical content and marketplace
viability.
“Focusing on education,
science, technology, engineering and mathematics
programming and the future of space exploration is
the core of our mission and
our inspiration,” said Therrin Protze, chief operating
officer for Kennedy Space
Center Visitor Complex, in
a statement. “Hosting these
teams as they work toward
revolutionizing these industries created a welcome opportunity to foster creativity
and curiosity, both in space
exploration, and beyond.”
The Conrad Spirit of Innovation Challenge was
founded by Nancy Conrad
in honor of her late husband,
the astronaut, innovator and
entrepreneur, Charles “Pete”
Conrad Jr. The challenge is
an annual, multiphase innovation and entrepreneurial
competition.
Future opportunities exist for winners, including
patenting products, speaking engagements and invitations to The White House
and the U.S. Science and Engineering Festival in D.C.
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LONG LIVE YOU

When a long life leads to problems
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

In general, people are living
longer. Thanks to tremendous
advancements in the fields of
science and medicine, the average life expectancy in most
countries is at least 75 years
and in certain countries it is
topping 80 years.
This increased life expectancy has the potential to allow
us more time to accomplish
our goals and spend time with
loved ones. But living longer
means that we also are faced
with problems that previous
generations did not have to confront. One disease process in
particular is rising at what some
call epidemic proportions. This
disease process is dementia.
According to the World
Health Organization, dementia
affects nearly 48 million people

worldwide and there are more
than 7 million cases diagnosed
each year. The financial and
medical strain this condition
causes is second only to its psychological and social impact.
Often, dementia patients
require close monitoring and
the disease can quickly progress to demand 24-hour care.
I would dare say that there is
not one primary care physician
who is practicing in the U.S.
that has not had to treat or address a dementia-related issue.
So how do doctors treat
dementia? I often advise my
patients that in order to understand how to treat a condition,
we must first understand how
to diagnose that condition. This
is where it gets tricky. Dementia is a particularly difficult
condition to diagnose because

symptoms often can present in
a very insidious manner and
unfortunately,
100-percent
accurate lab tests or imaging
studies that can definitively
find dementia don’t exist yet.
So where do we start? Like
many conditions, an accurate

diagnosis must begin with an
accurate history taken by an
experienced health care provider. It is important to note
that self-reported memory
issues by the patient do not
seem to correlate with dementia diagnoses as often

as family-reported issues. I
often see patients brought in
by their spouse or children
with non-specific complaints.
“Mom just doesn’t seem to be
herself anymore and she gets
SEE DEMENTIA | 14
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The Capalbo Team: People First.

Carolyn Capalbo
703-477-6022
carolyncapalbo@gmail.com

&

Steve Capalbo
571-239-8386
capalbo.steve@gmail.com

Carolyn and Steve Capalbo,
principals of the Capalbo Team
at Long & Foster, are a real estate
romance.
Buying her first home at 24,
Carolyn moved next door to a
“really cute” army captain but
didn’t have a lawn mower. In exchange for a home cooked meal
(chicken Parmesan), young Steve
Capalbo mowed her lawn. They
married a year later, had triplets,
Chase, Marina and Blake, and
moved to Syracuse.
There were many subsequent
moves, as you would expect in the
army, including two tours in Germany. Clearly, military life laid the
foundation for the Capalbos expertise
in buying, selling and moving homes.
Steve is a graduate from Hofstra
with an MBA from Syracuse. After
20 years of exemplary service in

the United Stated Army, Steve
retired from the Pentagon as a
Lieutenant Colonel. Before becoming
a licensed agent, Steve also served
as an Executive for all of IBM’s defense business within the Global
Business Services Unit. His military background and work with
IBM has given him the tools for
planning and executing as a real
estate agent.
Carolyn is a graduate of Indiana
University. Her economics degree,
along with her past experience as
a top financial specialist, has been
key in managing fluctuating market
trends in real estate. Carolyn and
Steve adjusted to the shifts with
Carloyn as the listing agent and
Steve as the buying agent. They rave
about their team of licensed assistants who handle transaction management, monitor their emails and

provide support. This dedicated team
ranks among the top real estate
agents in Northern Virginia.
The Cabolbo’s motto is “People
First”. They both agree: “We do not
worry about commissions. If you
take care of people, the referrals
will come.” Steve lovingly remarks,
“it’s all Carolyn, our success is all
because of her hard work.”
Most important in their business are the following tenets:
I. Integrity: you must be
able to trust people;
II. Knowledge: educate your
clients to make good decisions;
III. Service: be by your client’s
side before, during and after the sale.
This authentic and compelling
couple understands the ins and
outs of real estate and enjoys sharing that knowledge with the buyers
and sellers of Northern Virginia.

400 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 • 703-683-0400

Your website is easy to use! Homes, Condos, real estate investment properties, all in one place! - Tammy G.
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ter thoroughly re-evaluating
the engineering and plans to
identify the right solutions, we
came to the conclusion that we
did identify the right solution
in the Glebe to Potomac River
project.”
Since the utility’s announcement, Alexandria officials
reconvened the work group
tasked in 2014 with evaluating
Dominion’s proposal and identifying which possible routes
would be “least objectionable”
to the city. Members of the
group reconfirmed previous
recommendations to city council on each of the nine routes
under consideration.
The group recommended that
any overhead transmission line
options and route along Mount
Jefferson Park Trail, Main Line
Boulevard, U.S. Route 1 and Slaters Lane, and Commonwealth
Avenue and East Glebe Road all
be strongly opposed as “most objectionable.” Meanwhile, routes
considered “least objectionable”
include a route along CSX’s
rail tracks, an underwater route
through Four Mile Run and the
Potomac River, a route along the

George Washington Memorial
Parkway, and a route down Potomac Avenue.
The group also stressed in
recommendations that the city
be shown evidence proving the
need for the project and why
alternatives that do not run
through Alexandria are not viable, since Dominion officials
were not forthcoming on such
details in any of their meetings
with the working group.
“We’ve been asking at every meeting for the data from
the third party agency that
says there’s a need,” said Jay
Nestlerode, chairman of the
working group at a meeting
with city council. “They never
gave it to us, but they did say
that there’s three different options, and all involve connecting with the Pepco station.”
“The city did, at the very
beginning of the process [in
2014], request in writing from
Dominion the technical reports justifying the need for
the project,” said Bill Skrabak,
deputy director of the city department of transportation and
environmental services. “We
verbally repeated that request
multiple times, at just about

The reality is, this is all
assuming a big assumption: that
this is going to influence [Dominion’s]
choices in a lot of ways. We think it
will in some ways, but do we think
this is going to influence it enough?”
- Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
every meeting since then.”
The lack of information
from Dominion about the project dominated the discussion
by city councilors, many of
whom were visibly frustrated.
“The problem is, we don’t
know that this route or this city
is the only alternative there is,
because of the lack of credibility
of Dominion Virginia Power,”
said City Councilor Del Pepper.
“[We’ve] gone through all this
effort to try to find out who benefits from this project, and that’s
what [the working group] has
been trying to do too. But we
could never get anything back
as to who benefits, because it’s
probably not us.”
And City Councilor Paul
Smedberg noted that some of
the frustration from residents
and leaders emanates from the

fact that Dominion’s proposal
comes so soon after two major construction projects in the
development of Potomac Yard
and the construction of the
Metroway along U.S. Route 1
were completed.
“People find it hard to believe Dominion hasn’t known
about this for a while, that
they haven’t wanted to do
this in some form or fashion,”
Smedberg said. “Whether
they’ve hooked up with Pepco — or Exelon, now — is
another matter, but the fact
is they knew they had to do
this. They were doing work on
the station by Monroe Street.
Why didn’t they come forward during the actual building of the infrastructure of
Potomac Yard when this easily could have been handled

TORPEDO FACTORY
FROM | 6

Free ATMs
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no monthly fees.

if we are leasing directly with the
artists, now the city is bringing in
that income, so we’re expecting
the business model to still be selfperpetuating as it currently is but
in a slightly different channel,”
Ruggiero said. “Especially since
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So ATMs are free. Really.
At Your Service Since 1852
emphasized that the city does
not intend to step in and interfere with either the day-to-day
operations of the center, which
Visit your neighborhood branch today!
attracts around 500,000 visiburkeandherbertbank.com ! 703-684-1655
tors each year, or the ongoing
discussions about its future.
At Your Service Since 1852
Baker said the city may advise
on how some rules and proThere is no monthly fee for a Convenient Checking Account;
minimum deposit to open $25. ©2016 Burke & Herbert Bank
cesses governing artists’ obli-
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and that would have been it?”
Mayor Allison Silberberg led
an effort to move the Potomac
Avenue route from the least objectionable category to the most
objectionable, citing concerns
from neighbors, an amendment
that passed unanimously.
“We still consider Potomac
Avenue to be objectionable:
[Nestlerode] said it was ‘most
objectionable of the least objectionable,’” Silberberg said.
“That’s kind of a euphemism;
it’s the craziest phrase, no offense. It would just be easier if
we leave it off.”
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
warned that although Dominion officials suggested they
had been working on the city’s
“least objectionable” concept of
running the line along the CSX
tracks, stakeholders should still
prepare for a tough fight before
the State Corporation Commission, if it comes to it.
“The reality is, this is all
assuming a big assumption:
that this is going to influence
[Dominion’s] choices in a lot
of ways,” he said. “We think it
will in some ways, but do we
think this is going to influence
it enough?”
gations can be streamlined, but
providing stability and continuity was most important.
“Our intention is not to
now step in and start running
everything,” Ruggiero said.
“We’ll continue to let the joint
executive committee group
meet as they’ve been meeting.
Once all of that is completed,
we now have the ability to really engage the larger Alexandria community and now make
some of those connections.
“We don’t think there’s going to be unanimous consent
from all the stakeholders for the
At outcome,
Your Servicebut
Since
1852 the discushaving
sion is an important part of that
and understanding some of that
is going to be helpful.”
Baker said the city still is
compiling the various leasing
documents from throughout the
At Your Service Since 1852
building, with that process aided
by having an extra three months
in the current structure.

Burke & Herbert B
®
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Roy Priest to retire as ARHA CEO
Official will depart at the end
of 2016 after nine years in
authority’s top post
BY CHRIS TEALE

COURTESY PHOTO

Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority
CEO Roy Priest announced earlier this month he will
step down at the end of 2016. Priest led ARHA for nine
years, and spent 50 in housing and community economic development.

The Alexandria Redevelopment
and Housing Authority announced
earlier this month that CEO Roy
Priest will step down from his position at the end of this year. Priest led
the organization for nine years.
The announcement caps a career
of 50 years in housing and community economic development for Priest,
who announced his departure in a
letter to the ARHA board of commissioners that was made public May 6.
“I have guided ARHA through
a period of transformation in every
facet from organizational reform to
repositioning the agency with [the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development], the city departments and agencies and the community stakeholder who have been significant partners in the provision of
outstanding programs and services,”
Priest wrote.

“But most of all I have laid the
foundation to forge and implement a
new relationship, built on mutual respect, with our residents.”
Priest did not respond to requests
for additional comment. In the immediate aftermath of the announcement, Priest received praise from city
leaders, who said he had done many
things during his time as CEO to help
people in Alexandria.
“Mr. Priest’s dedication to serving low-income residents has elevated the living conditions of hundreds
of households in Alexandria,” said
City Manager Mark Jinks in a statement. “The redevelopment projects
Mr. Priest has overseen over his nineyear tenure have also significantly
improved ARHA’s financial viability. I wish him the best on his welldeserved retirement.”
Carter Flemming, the longesttenured of the nine ARHA commissioners, said in a statement that under Priest, the authority went from
“Boarding up to building up,” rede-

veloping properties and improving
its financial standpoint. Flemming
said ARHA completed the redevelopment of 621 mixed-income units,
created a pipeline of 530 units in redevelopment planning, planned and
implemented more than 20 community-based programs for residents
and improved properties’ quality.
She also praised him for generating $25 million in residential and
commercial tax revenue from those
621 redeveloped units and securing
the agency’s long-term financial stability. City Councilor John Chapman
said ensuring ARHA’s finances were
under control was one of Priest’s biggest achievements.
“He came in at the wave of
mixed-use development into the
affordable housing community,
and so being able to stand up
ARHA in a way that other communities that have housing authorities haven’t been able to is
SEE PRIEST | 12

J oin us
for the

AR T S HOW
with

Local phenom painter and prolific artist Lauren Bruce
and Victoria at Home are thrilled to share Lauren’s
latest collection of fine oil paintings. She will be at the store to
greet friends, old and new. Enjoy champagne and light snacks.

Thursday, May 19th
4 P M -8 P M

Saturday, May 21st
1 0 A M -5 P M

+10% OFF artwork purchased during the show!

1125 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.836.1960 | www.victoriaathome.com/events

12 | MAY 19, 2016

PRIEST

ALEXANDRIA TIMES
FROM | 11 ing authorities have gone under

definitely one of his major
achievements,” Chapman said.
“You look at cities across the
nation that have housing authorities, many of those hous-

or are struggling in a very significant way or their own future
is in jeopardy. I know we don’t
have that problem here in Alexandria.”
The authority was criticized

by neighbors and some city
councilors last year and in early
2016 as it attempted to gain approval for the redevelopment of
the 15-unit Ramsey Homes on
North Patrick Street. Neighbors opposed the demolition of
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[Priest] came in at the wave of
mixed-use development into
the affordable housing community, and
so being able to stand up ARHA in a
way that other communities that have
housing authorities haven’t been able to is
definitely one of his major achievements.
You look at cities across the nation that
have housing authorities, many of those
housing authorities have gone under or are
struggling in a very significant way or their
own future is in jeopardy. I know we don’t
have that problem here in Alexandria.”
- City Councilor John Chapman
buildings that were originally
built to house black defense
workers in World War II, while
some accused ARHA of neglecting to maintain the original units.
After several contentious
hearings, a joint work plan was
formed between ARHA and the
city to promote greater cooperation between the two staffs
and the work of the ARHA task
force, of which Chapman is a
member.
With that project underway,
the authority also is making
progress in soliciting requests
for proposals to redevelop five
of its properties across the city,
with agreements having been
issued to development partners.
“That’s a big part of his
legacy: getting that process
started,” said Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, another member of
the ARHA task force. “We still
have a long way to go on that,
but he got it to where it is today,
and that’s a serious list. We’re
redeveloping a major portion of
our city, and a gigantic portion
of their housing stock, and he’s
shepherded that process along
and got it to a place where I
think we’re poised to do some
pretty impressive things.”
In its announcement of
Priest’s departure, ARHA said
a “Model Executive Transition”
period will follow as the board
of commissioners and Priest
work together to select his suc-

cessor. Officials said this process will be undertaken to help
ARHA stay competitive in a
volatile financial environment
as less federal funding is made
available.
Chapman said another
of Priest’s achievements is
the streamlining and professionalization of ARHA at the
staff and board levels. The
authority spent $4.8 million
to purchase a centralized office building on Wythe Street
by using leftover federal
money that could not be spent
on housing, while filling its
board of commissioners with
people who have deep backgrounds in housing.
“I think prior to him, ARHA
had been a board that was
somewhat made up of citizens
who felt good about affordable
housing,” Chapman said. “…
[Y]ou [now] have less feel-good
people about housing, and you
have some people who have
background and experience in
community development, real
estate and running housing.
ARHA itself has become much
more of a professional organization.”
Before arriving at ARHA,
Priest served for seven years as
the president and CEO of the
National Congress for Community Economic Development,
spent 17 years at HUD and
worked for the D.C. Redevelopment Land Agency.
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City prepares for bus changes, Metrorail repair surge
DASH route realignments
discussed as WMATA rolls
out SafeTrack plan
BY CHRIS TEALE

City leaders are preparing
for two major events in public
transportation, as the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority prepares its SafeTrack
program while the Alexandria
Transit Company’s DASH bus
system prepares to realign some
of its routes in the city.
WMATA’s plan looks to
condense three years of rebuilding work into one year as
officials look to get the rail network up to a good standard of
repair after decades of deferred
maintenance. Its effects will be
felt region-wide and will affect
all lines of the system, including the Yellow and Blue lines
that run through Alexandria.
At city council’s legislative
meeting May 10, transportation director Yon Lambert said
there will be 68 days during
that year when the lines and
stations that directly serve the
city are impacted. There are
four Metro stations in the city
limits: Eisenhower Avenue,
Van Dorn Street, King Street
and Braddock Road.
The SafeTrack program is
the culmination of more than
a year of investigations and recriminations by local, state and
federal officials following an
electronic arcing event filled
the tunnel and a disabled train
outside of L’Enfant Plaza with
smoke, leading to the death
of Alexandria resident Carol
Glover. Glover’s family has
sued WMATA for $50 million
in connection with the incident.
Fifteen so-called “safety
surges” are planned across the
system under SafeTrack, of
which four will directly impact
riders on the Yellow and Blue
lines. The first surge is scheduled to take place from June 4
to June 19 between the Franconia-Springfield and Van Dorn
stations, with continuous singletracking slated between the two.
The lines between the Brad-

FILE PHOTO

dock Road and National Airport stops will be completely
shut down from July 5 to July
12, then on July 12 there will
be a total shutdown between
National Airport and Pentagon
City in Arlington.
Finally, continuous singletracking is planned from Braddock Road to Huntington and
Van Dorn from January 2 to
January 26, 2017. There also
will be total shutdowns and
continuous single-tracking at
various other stations throughout the system and in every jurisdiction.
“This is akin to preparing
for a major snowstorm,” said
City Manager Mark Jinks at the
council meeting. “You know
it’s coming. You do not know,
with a snowstorm and with this,
what the real impacts are going
to be, what people’s behavior is
going to be.”
City Councilor Paul Smedberg, an alternate director
for Virginia on the WMATA
board, said the main focus of
the effort will be to ensure
safety for all users.
“A lot of this is about getting the system in a good state
of repair so we can implement a
regular pattern of maintenance
that quite honestly should have
been happening over the last
decade or so,” he said.
The SafeTrack plan is still in
draft form, and is expected to
be finalized by WMATA in the
near future.
One day after council’s
legislative meeting where
SafeTrack was discussed, the
board of directors for the Alexandria Transit Company

met to discuss and hear public
comment on another change
set to impact public transit
users in the city: realigned
DASH bus routes.
The proposed service changes for fiscal 2017 include improving the AT1’s peak period
frequency to every 15 minutes,
as well as shifting the routes of
the AT7 in the southwest of the
city as well as the AT4, AT5
and AT8 routes through North
Old Town. Under the plan, the
AT9’s route on Saturdays would
be extended from the Bradlee
Shopping Center to Mark Center via Park Center, Northern
Virginia Community College’s

campus in Alexandria and
Southern Towers.
Under the plan, the refined
AT8 route would run along
King Street in Old Town, with
the AT5 shifted to Duke Street.
The AT2 that connects the
Braddock Road Metro station
with Lincolnia via Old Town
would be unchanged.
The AT1 improvements will
cost $319,000 and be funded
through the city’s transportation improvement program.
The others are cost-neutral as
routes are modified rather than
directly expanded.
As part of the AT7 realignment, its route will shift and
run in both directions along
Duke Street between Daingerfield Road and South Royal
Street. In public testimony at
the ATC’s May 11 meeting,
local resident Denise Roboth
raised concerns about traffic
congestion on that thoroughfare, especially at peak times.
DASH general manager Sandy Modell said that concern
would be taken into account in
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the planning process.
“It may be that Duke Street
is not the answer, and we go
back to King Street like it used
to operate on or another solution,” she said.
Board member David Kaplan asked if it would be possible to end the AT9 at the Crystal
City Metro station, something
Modell said had received some
support from Arlington County
officials but nothing concrete.
The plan enhances the connection between the West End and
Potomac Yard, and Kaplan said
it would be even better to have
it terminate at a Metro station.
Data released by ATC estimated that tens of thousands
of new riders would be added
thanks to the route realignments, while the AT1 expansion would look to alleviate
congestion between the Beauregard corridor and Landmark
Mall, two areas of the city set
for redevelopment and an influx of new vehicle traffic.
The board is slated to vote on
the route realignments in June.
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very agitated very quickly,”
or “My husband has a hard
time remembering where he
is supposed to be and often
gets lost,” are just a few of the
complaints that may lead to a
dementia work-up.

“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
found my family.”
—Helena Scott

The history should ideally
be provided by someone who
knows the patient very well.
Focus is usually placed on
cognitive function. In particular, warning symptoms may
include difficulty with finding
one’s words, handling complex tasks, reasoning or dealing with unexpected events, or

getting lost in familiar places.
Any patient with cognitive
complaints like this should undergo a careful mental status
examination.
There are different ways
to do this — often the initial
examination is accomplished
by a mini-mental status examination, a Mini-Cog Test, a

Enjoy the Carefree
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D
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who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service,
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring
and security that comes with living at the Hermitage.
You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever
need them.

h

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

h

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

Dementia Rating Scale (DRS),
or other standardized testing.
These tests can easily be performed in a clinical setting or
even in a patient’s home. Since
depression often presents with
similar symptoms, it is important to screen patients for depression as well.
After a thorough history is
taken, a thorough physical examination and lab work should
take place. This allows physicians to ensure that there are
no other underlying conditions
that may be causing the dementia-like symptoms. Vitamin
B12 deficiencies, thyroid problems and metabolic disorders
can often present with symptoms that can be mistaken for
dementia. Imaging of the brain
also may be performed at this
point.
There is some controversy
about the utilization of brain
MRI. But in general, guidelines state that any patient
with rapid cognitive degeneration or any patient who
exhibits signs of a stroke or
bleeding in the brain should
obtain imaging as part of the
initial work-up.
While this initial work-up
often is performed by the primary care physician, a neurologist or neuropsychologist
may become involved. They
often perform comprehensive
neuropsychological
testing
for complicated patient presentations or in circumstances
when multiple cross-linked
medical conditions may exist,
like brain trauma, drug use,

severe depression, etc.
It is important to recognize
that there are many different
types and degrees of dementia.
Mild cognitive impairment,
Alzheimer’s Disease, Lewy
Body Dementia, Vascular
Dementia, and Parkinson Dementia are some of the various
particular dementia conditions
that can be diagnosed. It is
critical to correctly diagnose
the specific type of dementia
present, because treatment approaches will vary.
Unfortunately, treatment
for dementia is not straightforward. As mentioned, an accurate diagnosis of the type of
dementia must be made first.
Treatment then is separated
into two classes: medication
management and behavioral
management.
The types of medication
given usually vary with the
type of dementia diagnosed.
Behavioral management often
focuses on consistency, safety
and comfort. Cognitive rehabilitation, exercise programs,
art therapy and occupational
therapy are just a few of the
methods that have been proven
to be effective treatments and
may provide a synergistic effect when coupled with medication management.
Dementia is a difficult condition to face, not only for the
patient but for the family and
caregivers as well. Resources
and support often are needed
for the family members who
are caring for a loved one with
dementia. There are multiple
organizations whose main
goal is to educate, support and
guide both patients and family
members alike.
If you are caring for a family member with dementia or
if you suspect a family member may be suffering from a
yet-to-be diagnosed dementia,
speak to your doctor. He or she
can help guide you and your
loved one and can support you
both through this journey.
The writer is the chief medical
officer at Belleview Medical
Partners.
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Residents and businesses roll up their sleeves
Photos courtesy of Volunteer Alexandria’s Spring for Alexandria
The 2016 Spring for Alexandria day of
community service brought together
volunteers across the city, who built a
vegetable garden, built book cases for
low-income children, cleaned up swimming pools, painted hallways and doors
at a low-income senior high-rise, painted
the cafeteria and waiting area of a homeless shelter, organized donations, sorted
books, weeded, mulched and much more.
1. The Charles Houston Recreation center
pool deck area got a thorough weeding,
mulching and cleaning by the Alexandria
Times team. Volunteer Alexandria Vice
President David Chamowitz and Mayor Allison Silberberg stopped by.
2: Volunteers from Balfour Beatty and the
Crown Plaza/Holiday Inn Old Town get to
work whitewashing and painting walls.
3: Mayor Allison Silberberg (left) gets her
hands dirty helping City employees including the Commonwealth Attorney's office, to
build and paint bookshelves latered delivered to ARHA and SCAN for the programs
hildren taking part in SCAN's program.
4: Even painting under a staircase can
be a fun task on the day of community
service at Community Lodgings with CEB
volunteers.
5: Volunteers prepare books and other
materials for the DreamDog Foundation,
At Home Alexandria and Aging and Adult
Services. The Foundation aims to build
leadership skills among school-age students.
3

4

5
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Episcopal girls win ISL A lacrosse championship
Maroon to move up to AA
division next season after
regular season triumph
BY CHRIS TEALE

The Episcopal girls lacrosse team had already
secured promotion to the Independent Schools League’s
AA division after winning
the league’s A division regular season title, but it wanted to finish with a f lourish
in the tournament final
at home against Sidwell

Friends on Monday.
The No. 1-seeded Maroon
did just that, taking a 12-8
victory over their No. 2-seed
opponents.
Junior midfielders LizaBanks Campagna and Greta
Holt led the way for the hosts
with three goals apiece, while
senior midfielder Sarah Jones
and sophomore attacker Isabelle
Holt had two goals each. Sophomores Janie Stillwell and Nettie
Webb added one goal apiece.

Bradlee Barber Shop
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Haircuts

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

Maroon junior midfielder Liza-Banks Campagna bears down on goal under pressure from several
Sidwell Friends defenders. Campagna scored three goals as Episcopal beat the Quakers 12-8 in the ISL
A division tournament final Monday.
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GOOD THINGS COME TO
THOSE WHO SWEAT.
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The Episcopal girls lacrosse team celebrates its 12-8 victory over Sidwell Friends in the Independent
Schools League’s A division tournament Monday. The Maroon will play in the ISL’s AA division after winning the regular season title.
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The win capped a golden
run for the Maroon, who went
a perfect 7-0 against their A
division opponents, finishing
with an overall record of 147. The prospect of playing in
the upper division next season
against some of the best teams
in the area is a tantalizing one,
players said.
“This game and the whole
season, it’s great to win the
lower division and it’s great to
go undefeated in the division

and win the tournament, but
I think the whole time we’ve
been playing these lower division games, we’ve been looking to next year,” Campagna
said. “Last week, we lost [1312 to Stone Ridge of the AA
division], so I think that says a
lot to what’s going to happen
next year.”
The game stayed close
throughout the first half, but
goals in the last six minutes
from Greta Holt, Isabelle Holt

and Webb helped the home
side pull ahead 6-3 just before
halftime.
After the break, the Maroon punished the visitors
with two free position goals
to lead 8-4. But the Quakers’
Lizzy Holland scored twice in
just under four minutes for the
away side, while the hosts saw
several players penalized with
yellow cards and forced from
SEE EPISCOPAL | 17
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the field.
Another free position goal
from Greta Holt and a final
tally from Campagna with
2:31 remaining calmed any
remaining nerves among the
home support.
“I was excited with the
[offensive] balance,” said Maroon head coach Ashley McDowell. “We like to try and
balance our score between
our players and balance our
score between fast breaks and
settled attacks. I thought they
did a nice job with that.”
Episcopal’s zone defense
saw success, as its Sidwell op-
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ponents made some errors and
turned the ball over on several
occasions. The zone defense
requires each player to back
each other up when challenging for the ball, something the
players said worked well.
“We are there for each
other, we’re on each other’s
backs,” Greta Holt said. “It’s
tough and it’s definitely something you have to be committed to. Every girl had to be
part of it for it to stay together
and not fall through for a girl
to get a shot.”
The win came at the end
of a hot streak for a young
Maroon team that had just
three seniors on its roster

this season. McDowell said
the leadership shown by
her upperclassmen kept the
team in strong form during
its postseason campaign, especially after it already secured promotion.
“We’re a young team but
we’ve got three seniors and
three juniors who are really
just all heart and all committed to the program,” McDowell said “I think they’ve
really kept this young group
with their eyes on this day
in particular. We really have
been playing some of our best
lacrosse lately, and I think
that’s all attributed to the upperclassmen.”
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Titans teams advance to regionals, Stunning Siren
Saints celebrate ISL titles
T.C. Williams will send
three teams to the Virginia
High School League’s 6A
North regional tournaments
after victories Monday in the
Patriot conference quarterfinals. The Patriot semifinals
took place Wednesday, after the
Times’ print deadline.
The Titans girls soccer team
beat Mount Vernon 7-0, while
their boys soccer team beat Annandale 3-0.
The T.C. softball team will
travel to South County in the
Patriot semifinals Wednesday
after defeating Mount Vernon
2-1 on its home diamond Monday. The Titans entered with
the No. 3 seed.
The Titans baseball team
lost 5-4 away against Annandale in the Patriot quarterfinals
Monday. The No. 7-seeded T.C.
reached that stage after an 8-2
win at No. 6 South County.
T.C.’s boys lacrosse team
finished its season in the first
round of the VHSL regional
tournament as it lost 14-3 away
to No. 1 seed Robinson. The Titans previously lost 19-5 away
against South County in the Patriot conference semifinals on
May 11.
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes celebrated triumphs in the

Independent Schools League
tournaments thanks to its softball and girls lacrosse teams.
The Saints softball team entered the ISL A division tournament as co-champions and
beat Bullis 11-1 in the semifinals, then beat Stone Ridge
3-2 in the final.
The Saints’ girls lacrosse
team won the ISL AA division
tournament after a 16-5 win
over the No. 2 seed Georgetown Visitation. SSSAS beat
Flint Hill 19-10 and Potomac
16-1 to reach the championship
game, having secured the regular season title also.
The Saints entered the Virginia Independent Schools
Athletic Association tournament with the No. 1 seed, and
beat Trinity Episcopal 15-5 in
the quarterfinals.
Bishop Ireton’s girls lacrosse team reached the semifinals of the VISAA tournament
with a 17-5 win over Flint Hill
in the quarterfinals. The Cardinals are seeded No. 2 and the
defending state champions.
Ireton’s
softball
team
reached the semifinals of the
VISAA state tournament with
a 9-4 home win over No. 6
Potomac. The No. 3 Cardinals
will face No. 7 Norfolk Chris-

tian in the semifinals.
The Saints boys lacrosse
team continues to fight on two
fronts as they have secured
berths in the VISAA and IAC
semifinals. With both tournaments overlapping significantly
in scheduling, SSSAS beat St.
Albans 11-2 in the IAC quarterfinals, and will face Landon in
the semifinals Wednesday.
SSSAS also reached the
semifinals of the state tournament after beating No. 9 seed
Cape Henry 23-2 in the quarterfinals.
Episcopal’s boys lacrosse
team lost 10-7 to Georgetown
Prep in the IAC tournament
on May 13, then reached the
quarterfinals of the VISAA
tournament. Entering with the
No. 7 seed, the Maroon beat
No. 10 Potomac 12-8 in the
first round but lost 10-6 to No.
2 Paul VI.
SSSAS’s baseball team will
travel to Bullis in the semifinals of the IAC tournament
Wednesday after a 1-0 win over
St. Albans in the quarterfinals.
Episcopal lost 5-3 away against
Landon in its quarterfinal.
Episcopal lost 15-0 to Flint
Hill in the ISL AA softball
tournament quarterfinals.
- Chris Teale

Found outside as
a pregnant teen in
Afghanistan, Siren was
brought to the States
by a wonderful woman.
She is now ready for
her forever home.
Come meet her on
For more information contact
Saturday or Sunday
King Street Cats.
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Website Design
& Development
Hosting
& Maintenance
Online
Marketing

IRON CODE #46

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com
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Thinking across mediums
Alexandria hosts three
thought provoking exhibits
BY JENNIFER POWELL

If you are looking for an escape from the rain this month,
duck into the Athenaeum, the
Torpedo Factory’s Target Gallery or the Del Ray Artisans
Gallery to take advantage of the
limited time left to experience
three examples of exceptionally
crafted art showcases.
It is no accident that Alexandria has become a veritable
hotbed for art and these three
locations play a big part in the
experience.
PAINTING
The historic Athenaeum,
which recently updated its interior walls and lighting, is a
beautifully clean slate for Judith Seligson’s “A Gap Frame of
Mind” installation.
Based on her 20-year Gap
project, Seligson’s 35 new works
are arresting abstract geometric
oil paintings that create tension,
dimension and interest with bold
color blocking and juxtaposed
fragmented shapes. They have
never been shown until now.
Seligson is a painter and
scholar living in Alexandria and
New York City. Her studio is in
Old Town, close to the Athenaeum where she has been painting
for 27 years. Seligson’s exhibits
have been featured in galleries
across the country, and The New
York Times featured her paint-

ings in a piece about the design
collaboration with her husband,
noted architect Allan Greenberg.
Gaps are the point of departure for Seligson’s work. “The
Gap is a vast paradigm of the
20th and 21st centuries in art,
literature, science, psychology
and criticism,” she wrote. “It is
a focus on the space between
things — between fragments
in a collage, between atoms or
quanta in matter and light, or
between fragments of a dream.”
“Just as a neurotransmitter
fires across a synaptic gap between brain cells, so our minds
make sense of things by filling
in gaps,” she wrote.
The proof of Seligson’s skill
is both in her application and
the viewer’s reception. Close inspection of her panels show the
incredible craftsmanship of the
fragmented shapes’ edges — so
straight and seamlessly painted,
that they appear to have no visible
overlap. The artist uses no tape to
create these straight edges.
Her process starts with line.
Creating the underlying drawing of light lines with a graphite
pencil Seligson then begins to
see what is evolving in the visual push and pull of the drawing.
Those spaces then inform her
choices for the color application.
Most of her works are based on
this interpretive approach and
are not preconceived.
When examining Seligson’s

paintings, her strong lines lead
the eye around the panel as the
mind determines what is foreground, background and space
in between. The effect is akin
to looking at a Mondrian painting and it turning into an Escher
painting.
The exhibit space is also a
reflection of the gap paradigm.
Seligson’s modern works are
housed within a seemingly traditional space and hung above
crown molding.
Large spaces fall between
the individually contained paintings in their shadowbox “cells.”
Each painting is quite different
from the next, as is its distilled
effect. “River Magnolias” is one
work that Seligson began after
seeing such magnolias along the
Potomac while on a walk near
the airport. “Shark” is painted
with sharper and smaller fragments, “Hoppered” feels like
an open door to a peaceful
space, and a few paintings cleverly employ two or three panels
merged together while painted
fragments stretch across both
pieces. One lone work, “Juxtaposed,” acts as the disrupter,
created in a completely different style and medium.
SCULPTURE
Target Gallery, the contemporary exhibition space within
the Torpedo Factory Art CenSEE MEDIUMS | 25

Judith Seligson's Red Sea, is just one of 35
never seen recent oil paintings on panels in the
Athenaeum showcasing the artist’s mastery of
line and her realization of juxtapsing shapes.

Judith Seligson's painting "Play", does just that and allows the
viewer's mind to determine the positive and negative shapes.

PHOTOS/JENNIFER POWELL

A panoramic view of Judith Seligson’s exhibit at the Athaneum in Old Town captures the light filled and tradional space that elegantly showcases her bold paintings.
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Welcome! We’re here to help you make your 2016 wedding day special and enjoyable.

Food, glorious food
Make sure guests don’t
go hungry on your big day

BY CHRIS TEALE

f all of the aspects of your wedding
day that fuel the celebrations, the
food and drink on offer can add
personality and style to the occasion, but they also can cause headaches if not done properly.
The first thing to consider when
planning your menu is the size of your guest
list and how you intend to feed them so you can plan
the financials. Every catering decision you make
will affect the cost, so working all those details out
as early as possible will be helpful in the long run.
As the couple that will be celebrating their
nuptials, it may be a good idea to consider serving
some of your favorite foods, as a way of making
the menu more personalized and reflective of you
as people. Perhaps some of your dishes could be
inspired by personal moments or memories, or reflect things you like to do together.
SEE BRIDAL | 22

We couldn’t do it without the help of some of our finest area retailers, who can make your special day extra special.

Host your
ceremony or
reception

Amidst the
natural historic elegance of

Carlyle House

gardens

121 N. FairFax Street,
alexaNdria. 703.549.2997
www.carlylehouSe.org.

Private rooms for your
Bridal Shower, Rehearsal
Dinner or Wedding Party!

218 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
703-683-1007
www.labergerie.com
Providing Memorable Dining Experiences
for over 35 years.
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The next big decision will be about
how and when you want your food to
be served, something that must be factored in to a wider decision about how
your wedding day is scheduled to pan
out. And, as plans can go awry for a
variety of reasons, it is always a good
idea to factor in a little wiggle-room to
allow for shifts in the timeline.
For all of these needs, hiring the right
caterer alongside other wedding planning staff will help enormously. Perhaps
your venue has an in-house chef able to
provide food — and it may require you
use them — but as with everything in a
wedding, planning early is crucial.
There are generally five main food
service styles available, each of which
has different advantages. One of the
most popular is the plated meal, in which
servers bring food to the guests’ tables
and thus remove the need for people to
move around the dining area too much.
Another popular option is a selfservice buffet meal, while a family
style meal in which bowls of food are
on each table can also be a good option. For those not keen on serving
heavy meals, you could choose to have

Get Ready for
Your Special Day

Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton
Alexandria Old Town Area South
Spacious // Bright // Excellent Location

5821 Richmond Hwy St. Alexandria, VA 22303
703-329-1400 ext. 152 • 703-329-0516 fax

www.alexandriaoldtown.hamptoninn.com

This collection of
gorgeous gowns
are priced between
$1,000 – $1,900

L A N D I N G

Fabulous food, attentive service and
sparkling views make Indigo Landing the
perfect place for your bridesmaids’ lunch,
rehearsal dinner or day-after brunch.
1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

Reserve your place today
JUNE 2 ND , 3-7 PM

Expert Consultations with our
most popular products

We know
Bridal party
how
to make

New five year filler
Free syringe with purchase of a box

Botox party
member
of the
of six
Bridal
Party

JUNE 9TH

make-overs

EVERY

Shine
Bride or
Host free

516 oronoco st., alexandria, va 22314
703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com

Dinner at Black Wall Hitch
Dine and learn series with Dianne Burns
Raffle for non-surgical neck lift
Call to reserve now 703.535.6700

Alfred Angelo 6699 Frontier Dr, Springfield, VA 703.924.2824
Alfred Angelo 6643 Ritchie Highway, Glen Burnie, MD 410.766.6461

Look for other fine retailers nearest you at alfredangelo.com

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.
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a cocktail party-like setting with appetizers and hors d’oeuvres. The more
creative may even prefer a meal of
stations, where guests rotate through
various themed food tables.
The decision comes down to what is
best for the couple, their guests, the plan
for the day as well as the space available. For example, in a more enclosed
setting like a converted barn, it may not
make sense to have a buffet meal.
There is also not one definitive answer on which option is the most expensive, which can make things more complicated. A full-service meal requires
servers and more food preparation, but
the amount and types of food in a buffet
meal can be difficult to determine.
Whatever you decide, it is of paramount importance that there is enough
food to go around. Nothing makes a
worse impression on your guests nor
leaves a worse taste in their mouths than
going hungry, especially if you plan for
your wedding to be a spectacular event.
Using products that are in season
often makes the most sense, and a good
chef will be able to do this with ease.
While you may enjoy a summer toma-

Enjoy

BRIDAL

Enjoy our party platters
Belle View Shopping Center,
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

JonLei Atelier
153 Potomac Passage
National Harbor, MD
Phone: 240.493.4502
Hours: Tues – Fri: 11a – 7p
Sat: 10a-6p; Sun: 12p-5p
Mon: CLOSED
www.houseofjonleiatelier.com
/HouseofJonLei

DRESS

We help Brides
with Unique
and Original
selections ~

always Elegant
and Beautiful.

•

Allure Bridal

Romance Collection
•

Ella Rosa
•

Kenneth Winston
•

Luna Novias
•

Madison James

SEE BRIDAL | 24

House of

Experience

your

•

Paula Varsalona

Trunk
Show

Mori Lee Bridal
•

Casablanca
•

Be

Captivating Bride

June 10th –12th

www.annasbridalspot.com 703 360 4272
*** APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED

8804 Pear Tree Village Court, Ste AB, Alexandria. VA 22309

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.
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to salad, it may not be recommended to
serve such a dish at a January wedding,
when guests may be looking for something warmer and more filling to eat.
Local ingredients can also give your
wedding meal a nice touch, and if they
are in season as well, the menu can be
reflective of the time and place of your
wedding and truly be memorable for all
those involved.
Of tremendous importance when
planning your wedding meal are any dietary restrictions that your guests may
have. As with everything, advanced
planning is highly recommended to
avoid any nasty surprises on your wedding day. There is nothing a chef dislikes more than first hearing about a

guest’s nut allergy or wheat intolerance
while plating up a meal to be sent into
the dining area.
One strategy to cope could be asking
guests to note any dietary restrictions or
requirements when they RSVP to your
invitation. Having them declare their
needs early should give you and your
caterers plenty of time to plan for those
needs.
Another thing to keep in mind is the
need to not make any of your guests sick
with under- or poorly prepared food.
Things you might want to avoid include
raw meats, unpasteurized dairy products, any exotic animal products or really spicy foods. In addition, you should
make sure that your caterer is familiar
with what they plan to make. For example, only an experienced sushi chef

should be tasked with preparing wedding day sushi.
The food can truly make a wedding
memorable for all its guests, and while

it may seem like a lot of preparation and
planning, the looks on your guests’ faces as they tuck in to delicious fare can
make it all worth it.

Celebrate your next event
surrounded by fabulous
wines and fantastic food!
The Wine Room at a la Lucia

is the perfect private dining spot for
your wedding event lunch or dinner.

Exquisite
Italian
Dining

✳

Inquire about
our Private Wine
Room online.
Up to 40 Guests

315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314 ✳ 703-836-5123 ✳ www.alalucia.com

We help people. That’s
what we do. Our goal is to
make a difference in each
member’s life.
M A K E YOU R SPECI A L DAY HIS TOR IC
at t h e

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with
accounts for every generation. We invite you to join our family and
see how we can make a difference in your financial life.
Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2016),
and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our
products. You can also contact us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with
a member care team representative.
Federally insured by NCUA

L loyd House
For additional
information
visit Rental &

Private Events at
w w w.histor ic
alex a ndr i a .org
or call
703-746-4705/4554

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.
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ter, is the current home to Lisa
Kellner’s “Always Into Now,”
an immersive site-responsive
silk installation. The view from
the door beckons visitors in as
the silk literally envelops the
ceiling and walls of the gallery.
Created by Kellner, an artist
based in Maine, “Always Into
Now” is largely comprised of silk
organza fabrics used in a painterly process and is hand colored
using raw pigments, ink, acrylic, bleach and even compost to
achieve her desired palette. The
lush organic surfaces are stitched
and sewed to create shapes and
different translucency to further
cast color and shadows across
the walls and floors.
The resulting effect is both
an environmental sculpture and
a painting in space. The artist’s
intent is for the installation to act
as a portal into a painting, and for
viewers to feel as if they are part
of the painting while in the room.
“I am interested in how that
space is inhabited and what occurs when place is infused by
history and memory,” Kellner
wrote. “My work combines
random patterns in nature with
human inclination for order and
symmetry. By merging these
disparate components, my challenge is to distill experiential
space to its very essence, and
discover the unspoken place.”
A challenge for all visitors
is to resist touching the work,
in particular the fun blue and
white pods that rest on the floor
and resemble balls, bubbles,

PHOTOS/JENNIFER POWELL

Lisa Kellner's Interactive silk organza exhibit "Always Into Now" at the Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory is a wonder to behold as the viewer becomes part of the of the painting in space merely by entering.

and jellyfish.
Though carefree and flowing in appearance, a close
inspection and confirmation
from the gallery director belies
the labor intense process that
Kellner goes through to create
her painstakingly detailed installation.
Kellner created the installation over the course of four
days, painting walls and using
hundreds of pieces of silk fabric, fishing line and a hot glue
gun to suspend the pieces.
Contrast and perspective
were enhanced with wooden
sculptural outlined boxes and
horizontal and wooden vertical lines on the walls.

Commissioned as part of
the Target Gallery’s New Media Invitational series, which
invites artists to transform the
space with a site-specific installation, “Always Into Now”
does just that.
PHOTOGRAPHY
The Del Ray Artisans Gallery is no newcomer to the art
scene. This month, the gallery
features “Surrealism: A Photography Exhibition.” This collaborative effort presents photographic artwork that pushes
beyond accepted conventions of
reality by representing irrational
imagery of dreams and the unconscious mind using disorienting realist imagery often based

on fantasy, hallucinations and
the imagination.
The exhibit was juried by
members from the Union 206
Studio and Del Ray Artisans.
Best In Show was awarded
to Michael Martin for “Up
Creek No Paddle,” which features D.C. miniaturized, encased in a bubble and floating
down a river with fish and running brook as its surroundings.
Best In Show also was awarded to John Wisor for “Transience
and the Persistent,” which makes
excellent use of both black-andwhite and color photography.
Highlights of the exhibit include Andrew Caldwell’s display of eight highly illustrative

and elongated photos. “Dive” by
Breanna Lamb is a sweet subtle
image that almost looks like a
hazy vacation photo until you
realize that the view is physically impossible unless being
dropped out of a plane.
Equally fun is the creative
nomenclature of the works. “Vacant Descent” by Pamela Brumbley is a downright Dali-esque
image. “Bring the Camera” and
“Circus of Destruction” by Dale
O’Dell show that a single artist
can have varied styles.
A good portion of the artists’
photographic works are rendered on canvas, which is another element of interest. “Illusion
for Sale” by Andrea Foley and
Rochelle Eaddy’s exceptional
“Jacket Gene Flow” defy convention, and the latter appears
so textural that you will swear
it is a painting.
Each of these exhibits finds
a way to involve the viewer in
a unique way by allowing the
space for the viewer's mind to
complete the work. All three
locations are highly accessible
and free to visit. You will walk
away from these shows with an
inspired creative outlook applicable to all you do.
For more information on the
Athenaeum, call 703-548-0035
or visit www.nvfaa.org. For
more information on the Target
Gallery, call 703-838-4565 or
visit www.torpedofactory.org/
partners/target-gallery/. For
more information about Del Ray
Artisans, call 703-838-4827 or
visit www.thedelrayartisans.org.

PHOT0/JENNIFER POWELL

A panoramic view of the Del Ray Artisans Gallery exhibit of surrealism
photos. The elegant and welcoming
gallery is a great reason to visit Del
Ray to see some highly creative work.
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Celebrating 100 years of Irish

Kennedy Center hosts
slew of cultural events
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

“Ireland 100: Celebrating
a Century of Irish Arts and
Culture” is an international
festival that will feature more
than 50 performances with
the participation of more than
500 artists in venues throughout the Kennedy Center.
The three-week festival
runs through June 5 and features Fiona Shaw as its artist in
residence.
A film narrated by Liam
Neeson was the kick off
event for Ireland’s celebratory year of its independence
from British rule. Produced
by the University of Notre
Dame, the documentary
“1916: The Rebellion” tells
the story of the Easter Rising and the hard fought quest
for Irish independence, and
was hosted at the Kennedy
Center by Irish Ambassador
Anne Anderson.
The venue will now be
your go-to venue for dozens of
events surrounding the celebration of Irish culture. 		
This extraordinary schedule of events highlights Ireland’s rich cultural legacy
and its major contribution to
the fields of theatre, literature, music and dance.
There will be more than
30 drama, music and dance
groups, visual and theatrical
installations and JFK Centennial events. Staged readings of six new entries in the
“Tiny Plays for the Ireland 2
and America” literature series
and culinary events will also
be featured.
Taking place in the living
memorial to President John
F. Kennedy, the first sitting
president to visit Ireland, the
festival is also part of a yearlong celebration marking the
centennial of Kennedy’s birth.
The festival launched

Tuesday with an opening
performance directed and
hosted by Fiona Shaw, one
of the most acclaimed Irish
actors and directors of our
time, also known for her appearances in five of the Harry Potter movies.
The multidisciplinary event
features the National Symphony Orchestra under the
baton of Irish conductor David Brophy as well as a host of
Irish acts that will appear in
performances throughout the
festival, offering a glimpse at
the gamut of Irish arts. As the
festival’s artist in residence,
Shaw will also present a master class, a panel discussion
with guest artists and the premiere of her work “Blowing
the Heart Open.”
Ireland 100 also opens
with three art installations in
the Kennedy Center’s public spaces. The Ogham Wall,
an architectural construct
by Grafton Architects and

Graphic Relief that is inspired
by the Irish Ogham alphabet,
will be on display in the Hall
of Nations.
Meanwhile, the Hall of
States will host two exhibits:
William Close’s “The Earth
Harp,” a large-scale installation designed specifically

independence

PHOTOS/PAT REDMOND

Louis Lovett (above) stars in
“The Girl Who Forgot to Sing
Badly,” one of a number of
Irish performances hosted at
the Kennedy Center as part
of its “Ireland 100: Celebrating a Century of Irish Arts and
Culture.” The cultural hub will
host concerts, art exhibits
and dramatic performances
through June 5.

to fill this space and which
will feature live musical demonstrations; and the “Egan
Harp,” a portable harp from
1820 by Irish harp-maker
John Egan, on loan from The
O’Brien Collection. All three
exhibits will be open to the
public throughout the festival.

Newly announced programs include screenings
of three documentary films
chronicling President Kennedy’s visit to Ireland in 1963;
a performance showcase and
unveiling of a special installation honoring the 99th anniversary of JFK’s birth on May
29; free performances on the
Millennium Stage; a literary
series designed by Maureen
Kennelly of Poetry Ireland and
Paul Muldoon, which features
more than 20 Irish and American writers and musicians;
and culinary events like a free
cooking demonstration and
lecture by Irish chef and Alexandria restaurateur Cathal
Armstrong of Restaurant Eve,
as well as tasting events showcasing Irish whiskey, beer and
cheese.
Notable performances include Abbey Theater’s “The
Plough and the Stars;” the

U.S. debut of “Tiny Plays for
Ireland 2 and America,” performed by the Irish theater
company Fishamble and directed by Jim Culleton; the
U.S. premiere of “A Girl’s
Bedroom,” the second in a series of theatrical installations
by Enda Walsh in collaboration with the Galway International Arts Festival; and the
D.C. debut of The Gloaming,
a contemporary Irish music
supergroup comprised of vocalist Iarla Ó Lionáird, pianist
Thomas Bartlett, hardanger
player Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh, violinist/fiddler Martin
Hayes, and guitarist Dennis
Cahill.
For tickets and information
visit www.kennedycenter.org/festivals/ireland/,
call 202-467-4600 or
purchase in person at the
Kennedy Center box office.
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sessments for youth, learn pool safety
tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

BIKE TO WORK DAY A regional

celebration where participants can
bicycle in, enjoy music, food and gifts,
while there will be various vendors who
will offer information.
Time: 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-4084 or
geralyn.taylor@alexandriava.gov

May 21
Now through May 28
ATTICS AND ALLEYS TOUR

Find out what mysteries lie behind the
closed doors of four of Alexandria’s historic sites in a three-hour walking tour
featuring the rarely seen spaces of four
sites — the Lee-Fendall House, Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, the Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum and Carlyle House
Historic Park. Tickets cost $35 each.
Time: Each Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: http://shop.alexandriava.gov

May 19
LECTURE: UNDERSTANDING
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Join a panel of experts as they discuss
questions related to cultural significance. Topics will include the various
approaches communities choose to
preserve and protect and the reasons
communities sometimes choose to
forget these resource types.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4554

May 20-21
GOSPELFEST Former Mayor Bill

Euille, master of ceremonies, will guide
the audience through the history of gospel music through the ages. Songs for
the “Alexandria – gospelFEST” will showcase a variety of gospel music styles,
including spirituals, contemporary,
traditional, choral, call and response
and praise workshop music.
Time: Friday 6 to 9 p.m., Saturday 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5588 or
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov

May 20
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the
whole family to Family Fun Nights for
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool
games include beach ball relays, water
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle
course. Participate in swimming skill as-

WINE ON THE WATER Alex-

andria’s annual wine testing event
featuring food pairings, live music and a
silent auction. All proceeds benefit the
Alexandria Seaport Foundation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Seaport Foundation, 0 Thompson Alley
Information: www.alexandriaseaport.org

RAISE A GLASS, RAISE THE
CHIMNEY In 1916, Virginia’s prohi-

bition law became effective. According
to local legend, Robert Downham,
then-owner of the Lee-Fendall House
and local liquor wholesaler, lost his
license after news spread of his
entertaining President Woodrow Wilson
with lavish amounts of alcohol at a
dinner party. One hundred years later,
commemorate the occasion with a
Prohibition party and silent auction in
our garden.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

SOLDIER-LED TOURS OF
FORT WARD Tours of the historic

fort highlight the history of Fort Ward
and army life in the Defenses of Washington. Admission is free.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.; 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

FIREFIGHTING IN CIVIL WAR
ALEXANDRIA WALKING TOUR

The “We’ve Been Burned: Alexandria
Firefighters During the Civil War” walking
tour will explore firefighting during the
Union occupation. How were volunteer
fire companies treated by Federal
authorities? Were firefighters allowed
out after curfew? What happened to the
firehouses? These questions will be answered as tour participants visit the sites
of four of the five fire houses, and learn
what happened if there was a fire.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

CINEMA DEL RAY A community

family movie night on the recreation
field, including food and beverage sales.

Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-683-3560 or
baileyctrs@comcast.net

May 22
PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH
JAMES MADISON The date is May

22, 1816. Join President James Madison, as presented by John Douglas Hall,
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum for this
ongoing series of presidential salons for
discussion of the topics of the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

May 25
LECTURE: ALEXANDRIA’S
1939 LIBRARY SIT-IN — ITS
IMPACT, AFTERMATH, &
LEGACY Dr. Brenda Mitchell-Powell

will recount the 1939 library sit-in at
the Barrett branch library. The program
is free for Alexandria Historical Society
members, and there is a nominal charge
of $5 for non-members.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4706 or
audrey.davis@alexandriava.gov

May 27
FOUR MILE RUN MOVIE SERIES Movie lovers of all ages should

head to the Four Mile Run Park on the
last Friday of the month this summer,
when the park is transformed into an
outdoor cinema. This month’s selection
is “Minions,” rated PG.
Time: Activities start at 6 p.m., film
starts at dusk.
Location: Four Mile Conservatory
Center 4109 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.fourmilemovieseries.com

May 30
MEMORIAL DAY JAZZ FESTI VAL An annual festival commemorat-

ing Memorial Day featuring performances by various jazz groups. The U. S.
Navy Band Commodores will open the
event. Food and beverage sales
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-5592

June 2
FIRST THURSDAY An event

sponsored by the Del Ray Business
Association in which businesses along
Mount Vernon Avenue have different
monthly themes to promote Del Ray as
a great place to live, work and shop.
This month’s theme is Paint Del Ray.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-258-4516 or
pmiller1896@comcast.net

----------

LECTURE: REMEMBERING
THE PAST Lyceum director Jim Mack-

ay will highlight some of the buildings
and the history behind them discovered
by Dr. James Goode in a “virtual walking
tour” of Alexandria’s lost architecture.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4554

LECTURE: U.S. RANGERS AT
POINTE DU HOC The Alexandria-

Caen Sister Cities Committee presents
a lecture with wine and dessert
reception in commemoration of the
72nd anniversary of D-Day by LTC Tom
Cunningham, senior historian for the
secretary of defense.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 202-203-0177 or alexandriacaensistercities@gmail.com

June 3
FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the
whole family to Family Fun Nights for
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool
games include beach ball relays, water
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle
course. Participate in swimming skill assessments for youth, learn pool safety
tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

June 4
CROQUET DAY Stop Child Abuse

Now hosts its annual croquet day,
a backyard tournament for all ages.
Spectators can also enjoy food, carnival
games, face painting and live music
among other activities.
Time: Noon to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Hensley Park, 4200 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.scanva.org
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At Home

Gardening for renters
BY MARTY ROSS

Even if you don’t own your
home, you can have a wonderful garden of your own. Renters don’t have as many options
as homeowners might, but
they can still have a lot of fun.
No matter where you live,
a well-cared-for garden sets a
good example for the neighborhood, and most landlords
are delighted to have tenants interested in keeping the
place spruced up and attractive. But is it OK to dig holes
in a yard you don’t own? Before you grab a spade, you
should probably have a conversation with your landlord.
For this conversation, a
quick garden plan — or even

pictures from magazines —
might be very compelling. Let
the landlord know your plan
to make the most of what is
already there.
If your rental property
has trees on it, don’t propose
a sunny garden that would
require major tree work (and
would introduce the question
of who should do the job or
pay for it). Plan a shade garden, instead, with hostas and
other shade-loving plants
in pots or in the ground. In
sunny gardens, there are lots
of easy plants for your rental
garden paradise. Reblooming
day lilies are one good choice.
SEE GARDENING | 29

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

Flowerpots don’t have to be fancy to be effective, and the plants you fill them with need not be exclusive or expensive. Ferns, geraniums and herbs (variegated sage and basil are shown here) make a
smart-looking grouping by the back stairs.

HOME OF THE WEEK

A beautiful light-filled home in southern Del Ray
This renovated all-brick endunit townhouse in the south end
of Del Ray is only a few blocks
to the neighborhood’s Main
Street, Mount Vernon Avenue,
with all of its eclectic restaurants and shops. This fabulous
location is also walking distance
to Old Town’s King Street shops
and restaurants.
A quick stroll to the Potomac River and the Mount
Vernon Trail, you are also just a
few blocks from the Braddock
Road Metro station and have
easy access to U.S. Route 1, the
George Washington Memorial
Parkway, Interstate 395 and the

Capital Beltway.
This beautifully updated
light-filled home has a stunning kitchen with granite
counter tops, stainless steel
appliances and a new, beautiful tile backsplash. The
kitchen window overlooks the
backyard and attached deck.
This wonderful home has
gleaming hardwood floors
throughout and features open,
but separate living and dining
room spaces great for entertaining. A fully fenced rear
yard with deck and patio are
accessible through French
doors off the dining room.

At a Glance:
Location: 516 E. Luray Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22301
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Price: $589,000
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2

Upstairs, you will find a
spacious master bedroom and
second bedroom flooded with
natural light. Also upstairs is
a fully updated ceramic tile
bathroom with glass tile detail
and a small window overlooking the rear yard.
The lower level features a
recreation room or guest suite
with a full ceramic tile bath.
A laundry room has cabinetry
for storage and a door straight
into the backyard just off the
recreation room. Beyond the
backyard is a beautiful new
parking pad large enough for
two SUVs.

Year built: 1944
Interior: 1,000 square feet
Lot size: .05 acres
Parking: Off-street two-car driveway
Contact: Mary Ashley Rhule,
McEnearney Associates, Inc.
860-214-7474,
www.maryashleyrealestate.com

PHOTOS/MARY ASHLEY RHULE

This sunny end-unit townhome in Del Ray (top) features an updated
kitchen, hardwood floors throughout, a gracious master bedroom and
a rear deck. This home has off street parking for two cars (above) and
is just a short walk from the Braddock Road Metro station as well as
shops and restaurants along Mount Vernon Avenue.

....
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boards with the potential to
serve as a potting station, an
outdoor kitchen or a backyard bar. An old door makes
a great tabletop. A pair of
shutters, given a fresh coat of
paint, has all kinds of potential: Use them to make handy
shelves, or put several shutters together to create a privacy screen. If you need inspiration, borrow ideas from
Pinterest and make them your
own. Salvaged materials can

lend great style and comfort
to an otherwise uninspired
garden space.
Embrace the space. Plant
it with f lowers and vegetables, either in the ground or
in pots, and give it style with
great-looking furniture and
subtle lighting. We all may
be moving on someday, but
that’s no reason to postpone
having a good time outside
in a pretty garden setting
right now.
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Splurge on garden furnishings. These bright blue chairs look pretty all by themselves, but they are
as comfortable as an easy chair in the house. If you move, they’ll be great in your next garden, too.

GARDENING FROM | 28
They’re easy to grow,and they
bloom off and on all summer: The small plants you
set out this year will double
in size — and in the number
of blooms — by next year. If
you move, you can divide the
plants, leaving some as your
horticultural legacy to the
next tenant.
Flowerpots and planters
are the renter’s natural allies.
A pot on the front porch adds
a cheerful note and doesn’t
require digging. Pots can be
planted with cheerful annual flowers, or you could try
shrubs in pots. A potted rose
or hydrangea will look beautiful the moment you finish
planting, and these shrubs are
easy to take care of. For extra
color, you could find space for
a six-pack of annual flowers
around the edge of the pot.
Simple plantings, with just
one or two plants in a pot,
aren’t a compromise; they’re
streamlined and stylish.
When you’re designing

your rental property garden,
think of the garden spaces as
you would a comfortable room
in the house. You need a place
to sit, a table, some lighting,
and perhaps some colorful
accents. If you can, invest in
great garden furniture. You
can take it with you, and it will
look good wherever you go. A
pleasing coffee table can be
put together with a large, beautiful fieldstone raised on cinder blocks. The raw materials
are available at building and
garden supply stores.
Being outside in the evening is one of the great pleasures of a garden, and lighting the garden is a snap with
classic bistro lights. The lights
can be strung along the eaves,
wound around tree limbs or
hung on a trellis or an arbor
from a garden shop. Support
the structure with patio blocks
(available at builder’s supply
stores) or in big flowerpots
filled with cement.
Habitat for Humanity’s
ReStores sell gently used
building materials and acces-

sories, and you never know
what you’ll find when you
stop by. If you keep an eye on
your local ReStore, you might
find kitchen counters or cup-

28

Additions and Alterations
Call Us Today
Interiors and Exteriors
• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
for a no obligation
• Roofs • Windows • Siding
discussion about
• Handyman

703-533-2423

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A

kenwardhomes @ gmail.com | www.wardremodeling.com

Spring Cleaning?
Donate New and Gently Used Items to ReStore
• Keep re-usable items out of landfills • Save time by scheduling a free pick up
• Receive a tax receipt for your donations

ReStore sells donated appliances, building supplies, furniture, home décor and more
at up to 50% – 90% off original retail prices. Profits support Habitat for Humanity of
Northern Virginia’s mission to provide affordable homeownership opportunities – and
hope – to local families in need.
Visit www.restorenova.org for a list of items we
accept and to schedule a free pick up!
SEE ROSES | 28
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Our View
City takeover creates
opportunity to reassess
Torpedo Factory

The city’s controversial move last week to temporarily take control of the Torpedo Factory Art Center caught many in Alexandria off
guard. While three years seems to be pushing the boundary of what’s
truly “temporary,” on face value the action makes sense.
It’s both necessary and helpful to periodically stop and take stock,
instead of robotically plowing ahead with the status quo. This is true
of businesses, government processes and policies, relationships and,
in this case, an art collective.
It is time to take, if not a cold look, at least an objective one, at the
structure, processes and product of the Torpedo Factory. The center’s
lease is due for renewal. A report by consulting firm The Cultural
Planning Group suggested major changes to the confusing governance structure that guides the center.
We are also in the beginning stages of a once-in-a-generation renewal of our city’s waterfront. There will never be a better time to
reassess, and the city’s takeover provides stability in the interim. And
as city officials rightly note, it is easier to make an informed, unhurried decision on the future of the Torpedo Factory’s governance without a lease negotiation looming.
That the Torpedo Factory is so many things is part of its charm,
but also the cause of what could fairly be labeled an identity crisis.
The center’s very name comes from its history as a munitions plant
from the end of World War I through World War II.
Yet the percentage of the 500,000 annual visitors who visit the center
because of this history are surely disappointed that the entirety of the
site’s museum aspect is one torpedo with a bulletin board above it. Our
city’s history is what draws most tourists to our streets. The Torpedo
Factory’s history could become a central reason for people to visit the
facility, rather than the afterthought it appears to have always been.
The Torpedo Factory has been an artists’ enclave since 1974,
when Marian Van Landingham spearheaded the effort to turn a decrepit, city-owned building on the waterfront into artists’ studios.
The building also houses The Art League, which offers art classes to
the public, and a small Bread and Chocolate cafe.
Resident artists understandably feel that after 42 years as an art center, the Torpedo Factory belongs to them. But the fact remains that the
building is owned by the city, and thus by all of Alexandria’s residents.
And so we all have a stake, and a say, in the site’s future.
A segment of Alexandrians undoubtedly fear, with some justification, that this “temporary” city takeover may be a precursor to a
permanent power grab by officials with dollar signs before their eyes.
Those prone to conspiracy fascinations likely already are having nightmares about a future “Torpedo Factory on the Potomac” development.
We think that commercialization of the site would be a gross misuse
of a city treasure and a breach of trust. But within the parameters of preserving the Torpedo Factory as a space for art and history, there is much
that could be improved, and much that should be explored.
The Torpedo Factory and city stakeholders need to emerge with a
better vision for how to feature the site’s history, how to make the facility
more appealing to visitors and how to make it financially stable — while
also ensuring its continued viability as a haven for artists. The center’s
structure, both physical and organizational, may need to change.
The city takeover was the easy part. Now begins the hard work.
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Opinion

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

BIDs are good for local businesses

To the editor:
“To BID or not to BID”
(May 12) is a no brainer.
Old Town should have had
a business improvement district years ago.
For more than 20 years, I
lived just off King Street and
owned a business across the
street from the Old Town Theater. As a planning and community development consultant, I have helped numerous
communities establish business improvement districts.
None have been dismantled — they prove their worth
from the get go. The rationale
for collecting an assessment
from commercial property
owners within a BID district
is that they are the ones who
benefit the most from the additional services the assessment
makes possible. And, generally, the value of their property
increases — or stabilizes if
it had been headed down —
soon after a BID is created.

BIDs generally are governed by a board elected by
those who pay the freight —
the property owners in the
district. Some BIDs include
residential properties, but
most do not. But they do usually include mixed use properties — those with commercial and residential uses.
Most states require a
majority vote of property
owners within the proposed
boundaries in order to create one. And most have a
sunset clause of between
five and eight years, at
which point it comes up for
renewal and property owners get to vote again. Very
few are voted down because
by then, the added value of
the BID is well known to
property owners.
For studies on 40 years
of BID experience, check in
with the International Downtown Association, or the National Main Street Center.

Virginia has quite successful
examples in Norfolk, Richmond, Lynchburg and other
cities. Look across the river to
D.C. for BIDs in Georgetown,
Capitol Hill, downtown and
about a dozen more. They’ve
been instrumental in the revitalization of several tired
commercial streets.
BIDs generally are professionally staffed with people
whose job is solely to focus on
the success of the district’s businesses and residents. Perhaps if
Old Town had had a BID, there
would not be so many vacancies along King Street.
There might be better
management of parking for
restaurants and bars on busy
weekends. And there might
be a better mix of retail. BIDs
have up-to-date market research and help find the right
business for key locations.
Why is a low-grade office
SEE BID | 31

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

MAY 19, 2016 | 31

Patrick Henry project should reflect
neighborhood’s concerns
To the editor:
I am a community member that is disturbed and disappointed in the total disregard for children’s safety in
the planning of the Patrick
Henry School project. The
project has shined a light on
the fact that a small group of
victorious people can lobby
the school board to consider
the least safe option for a
school design for our city’s
future: our children.
Option C-1 will put all
traffic, including buses, students who walk to school,
staff and recreation center
visitors to one small corner
of Taney Avenue. Option
A-1 breaks up traffic from

the already congested Taney
Avenue and creates bus access on North Latham Street
— only available two times
a day for 10 minutes — so
that cars and pedestrians
will not be pushed to one
side of Taney Avenue. Option C-1 will create a hazardous commute for our
city’s smallest community
members, our children.
I am truly and utterly
confused at how a small
group of community members’ opinions can outweigh
the actual findings of a traffic study, the concerns from
parents and staff members
and community members
who have the best interest of

the children at heart.
According to Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs, children
— humans — cannot problem-solve — learn — if their
need for safety is not met.
How do we expect every student to succeed in our schools
if the children will not have
their basic need, safety, met?
The A-1 option should be
the only option under consideration. If the school board
truly cares about the safety of
our city’s children — I would
hope that’s the reason why
they ran for office — then
they will not allow for option
C-1 to be even considered.
- Peggy Hinton
Alexandria

Alexandria needs more than just bike lanes
To the editor:
As someone who bikes
between Old Town and
Chinquapin several times a
week, I like having the bike
lanes on King Street. I hope
that they can be extended
further west on King Street
and the road resurfaced for
a smoother ride.

I would hope that the
purpose of adding bike
lanes, and making other
bike-friendly changes in
Alexandria, would be to
encourage more people to
ride bikes, not just to accommodate those of us
who already use our bikes
for transportation.

A visit to Portland, Ore.
will show you what can be
done when bike lanes are
emphasized, and car traffic
lanes are designed to accommodate those lanes. It makes
for a much more pleasant experience for everyone.
- Mike Schauer
Alexandria

Keep Bikeshare station out of our neighborhood
To the editor:
I found out last week that
city officials intend to place
a 52-foot long, fix-foot wide
Capital Bikeshare station
complete with 19 bike spaces,
a pay center and a large sign
at the corner of Powhatan
and Second streets, cementing over hundreds of square
feet that are currently green
space. This is slated to occur
in June.

We who live here and pay
taxes here do not want it in
our residential neighborhood.
I have been paying taxes
on my property for 42 years
and do not want it devalued by
the installation of a Bikeshare
station at the end of my street.
Put Bikeshare locations
in commercial areas, not
residential ones.
We were not informed
about this or solicited for

feedback. We were not given
any consideration or asked
for anything. We just were
told what the city plans to do.
I didn’t know that’s what happens in a democracy.
Do not put this station in
my neighborhood — find
a commercial area. We pay
plenty in taxes and have a
right to a voice.
- Mary Jean Crowley
Alexandria

BID

rent. Some BIDs even have a
fund to underwrite a couple of
months of rent as they undertake aggressive recruitment
of a retailer whose presence
will activate the area around
them, not just fill a space.
With Tanger Outlets and the

MGM casino adding to the allure of National Harbor, there’s
no question: business owners
and Alexandria officials should
be encouraging the formation
of a BID in Old Town.
- Mary Means
Alexandria
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services, shipping and luggage shop on the key corner
of King and Alfred streets?
Probably because the building owner wanted a tenant,
any tenant who could pay the

Senior Corner
by Mary Lee Anderson

Alexandria Silver Service
card connects seniors with
local businesses
Seniors take note: There is a “We are pleased with the reacnew program in Alexandria that tion and are looking forward
will allow residents aged 60 and to taking the program to other
older to receive discounts at lo- parts of the city.”
Each business decides what
cal businesses in the city.
The Silver Service card was kind of discount they’d like to
launched earlier this year as part offer, with deals ranging from
of the city commission on ag- 10 to 20 percent off during offing’s commitment to promote peak hours.
The committee is now workAlexandria as an age-friendly
ing to expand the
community where seprogram to the West
nior residents can shop,
End and Old Town,
dine and obtain servicand is reaching out to
es locally.
neighborhood busiThe outreach to loness associations to
cal businesses began in
help spread the word
the fall of 2015 in the
about the program to
Del Ray neighborhood.
their members. Their
Pat Miller, a Del Ray
response has been
resident and former
Mary Lee Anderson
very positive, and the
business owner, joined
the commission’s economic de- goal is to have the Silver Servelopment committee and led vice card accepted all over the
the charge to bring Del Ray Alexandria by this summer.
During the pilot program
shops and restaurants on board
to provide discounts to Alexan- phase, cards were distributed by
Senior Services of Alexandria
dria seniors.
Margaret
and
Laurent and At Home in Alexandria to
Janowsky of Del Ray Cafe and volunteers and members so that
La Bergerie were the first lo- the commission could evaluate
cal business owners to offer a the success of the program bediscount to seniors dining in fore opening it up to the entire
community. The Silver Service
their restaurants.
“The concept of promoting card program is proving to be
Alexandria, and Del Ray in a win-win for seniors and busiparticular, as a senior-friendly nesses, and we are very excited
community was easy to sign to now be able to offer it to all of
on to when the idea was pre- Alexandria’s senior community.
If you are an Alexandria resisented to Laurent and me,”
Margaret Janowsky said. “We dent aged 60 or older, you can get
are excited to provide options your Silver Service card by callto bring seniors to our neigh- ing Senior Services of Alexandria
borhood and to play a small at 703-836-4414, ext. 110 or At
Home in Alexandria at 703-231part in this big idea.”
Since last fall, 15 Del Ray 0824. A complete list of particibusiness owners have signed up pating businesses may be found
to be part of the pilot program, at www.seniorservicesalex.org/
providing discounts when se- programs/silver-service-card/.
niors present their Silver Service cards.
The writer is the executive
“The Del Ray Business Asdirector of Senior Services of
sociation has shown great supAlexandria and a member of
port for seniors,” Miller said.
the city commission on aging.
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A photographic documentation of Jones Point’s evolution

B

efore the mid-19th century, the remote peninsula leading to Jones
Point functioned mainly as a
mariner’s training exercise, the
final obstacle to be avoided on
the last leg of the journey up the
Potomac River before reaching
Alexandria.
By the time of the Civil War,
the United States government
had constructed a small lighthouse at the extreme end of the
narrow landform, and the neck
itself was the site of a rope walk.
It was placed at that location
so as to accommodate the long
length necessary to twist hemp
into rope without the usual interference of passage along the
tight streets of the gridded city.
But by the early 20th century, the riverbed adjacent to the
peninsula began to be filled
in with dredge spoil, providing new acreage for the expanding city. This 1919 view,
taken within the vast Virginia
Shipbuilding Company facility built at the site, traces its
two-year transition from a barren sand field into one of the
capital region’s major military
industrial complexes.
The image was captured
by the famous photography
firm Harris and Ewing, established by George Harris and
Martha Ewing in Washington,
D.C. in 1905. In 1915, Ewing
sold her share of the studio to
her partner, but remained as an
important advisor to the firm.
Although known primarily for
their portrait work of political
figures, this photo is part of a
large portfolio associated with
the Virginia Shipyard operation,
and was probably prepared for

the firm’s news photo service
archive, developed years earlier at the urging of President
Theodore Roosevelt when such
facilities were unheard of.
The shipyards were developed at Alexandria as an immediate response to World War
I, but by the time the portfolio
was created, the war had just
ended and the need for warships was largely over. Within
two years, the Virginia Shipbuilding Company would file
for bankruptcy, and its fleet
of contracted ships would be
largely sold for scrap. But as
recorded here, it is clear that
Harris was bewitched by the
impressive consequences of
American labor and ability.
A native of Dowlais, Wales,
Harris came to America at a
young age and marveled at the

ingenuity, spirit and determination of the American people,
including the gritty workmen
who labored on the first two
warships built at Alexandria,
the Gunston Hall on the left
and the Betsy Bell on the right.
A group of workmen clad in
winter clothes can barely be
seen in the lower portion of
the photo, in the area just in
front of the right-hand crane
and to the left of the train car,
dwarfed by the scale of their
construction efforts.
A decade after this image
was taken, Harris returned to
his home country and said: “It
is heartbreaking to see the potentialities of the Welsh nation,
the excellent material from
which the nation is made, all
running to waste simply because the Welsh people fail,

or perhaps refuse, to see the
power that is within them. I am
glad of the fact that the American people have no tradition
and no aristocracy. Value is set
upon the man rather than on his
lineage or his calling.”
Visitors today to the recently renovated national park
at Jones Point will be reminded
of the huge enterprise captured by Harris only through
the interpretive vestiges and
artifacts that were thankfully
added to document the site.
But those that venture through
the dense, verdant forests to the
river’s edge will be even further surprised to witness the
steel shipway tracks that still
remain underneath their feet.
Out of the Attic is provided by the
Office of Historic Alexandria.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Do you support a business improvement district with a
tax increase for Old Town businesses?

75% No.
25% Yes.

61 Votes

This Week

Will the city taking temporary control of the Torpedo
Factory lead to a better outcome to discussions about
the art enclave’s future?

A. Yes.
B. No.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
Ordinance to amend CDD #4 to add
public school use. Staff: Department
of Planning and Zoning
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 2016
The items described below will be
heard by the Planning Commission
and the City Council on the dates and
times listed below. NOTICE: Some of
the items listed below may be placed
on a consent calendar. A consent item
will be approved at the beginning of
the meeting without discussion unless
someone asks that it be taken off the
consent calendar and considered
separately. The Planning Commission
reserves the right to recess and
continue the public hearing to a future
date. For further information call the
Department of Planning and Zoning
on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
Text Amendment #2016-0004
Small Business Zoning
(A) Initiation of a Text Amendment;
and (B) Public hearing and
consideration of a Text Amendment
to various sections of the Zoning
Ordinance to: allow administrative
review of Special Use Permits for
certain uses requiring a hearing;
allow certain uses requiring a Special
Use Permit to be permitted by-right;
update various use categories and
definitions to clarify and identify
certain uses; amend the criteria for
Minor Amendment and Outdoor
Dining administrative review of
Special Use Permits; and various
technical corrections. Staff:
Department of Planning and Zoning
Text Amendment #2016-0005
Classroom Trailers with an
Administrative Special Use Permit
(A) Initiation of a Text Amendment;
and (B) Public hearing and
consideration of a Text Amendment
to allow public school classroom
trailers by administrative special
use permit in all zones where
public schools are permitted. Staff:
Department of Planning and Zoning
Text Amendment #2016-0006
Amendment to CDD #4
(A) Initiation of a Text Amendment;
and (B) Public hearing and
consideration of a request for an
amendment to the CDD table
in Section 5-600 of the Zoning

Special Use Permit #2016-0027
805 King Street – Apartment Hotel
Public hearing and consideration of
a request to operate an apartment
hotel; zoned: KR/King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: PMA Properties, 805,
LLC
Special Use Permit #2016-0028
5261 Eisenhower Avenue – Police
Firearms Training Range
Public hearing and consideration
of a request to expand the legal
noncomplying use of the City of
Alexandria Police Department
firearms training range; zoned:
OCM(100)/Office Commercial
Medium.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria
Department of General Services
Special Use Permit #2016-0029
4149 Taney Avenue – Taney Avenue
Park
Public hearing and consideration of
a request to install children’s play
apparatus areas at Taney Avenue
Park; zoned: POS/Public Open
Space.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria
Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities
Special Use Permit #2016-0030
1504 B Mount Vernon Avenue
(Parcel Address: 1502 Mount Vernon
Ave) – Sicilian Pizza
Public hearing and consideration
of a request to operate a restaurant
with delivery service; zoned: CL/
Commercial Low.
APPLICANT: Kenan Yavuz
Special Use Permit #2015-0071
190 South Whiting Street - Sunoco Inc.
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for an amendment to
Special Use Permit #2006‑0003
to expand an automobile service
station and to add a convenience
store to an existing automobile
service station and for off-premises
alcohol sales; zoned: OCM (50)/
Office Commercial Medium (50).
APPLICANT: Sunoco Inc. (R&M),
represented by M. Catharine Puskar,
attorney
Street Name Case #2016-0001
Trice-Barr Alley
Public hearing and consideration of
a request to rename Trice Alley to
Trice-Barr Alley; zoned:
CD/Commercial Downtown and RM/
Townhouse. Applicant: Phillip S.
Perry, Alexandria Fire
Development Special Use Permit
#2016-0007
5000 and 5001 Echols Avenue Fillmore/Saint James
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for an amendment and
update to standard conditions of
previously-approved Development
Special Use Permit #2014-0003

to allow the construction of two
multifamily residential buildings
and associated improvements to
proceed in separate phases; zoned
CRMU-M/Commercial Residential
Mixed Use-Medium. APPLICANT:
AHC, Inc. represented by Duncan
Blair, attorney
*THE FOLLOWING WILL
BE HEARD BY PLANNING
COMMISSION ONLY (AND BY
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON
APPEAL).
Subdivision #2016-0003
113 East Custis Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of
a request to re-subdivide one lot into
two; zoned: R25/Residential Single
and TwoFamily.
APPLICANT: Custis 224, LLC,
represented by M. Catharine Puskar,
attorney

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 2016
The items described below will be heard
by the Planning Commission and the
City Council on the dates and times
listed below. NOTICE: Some of the
items listed below may be placed on a
consent calendar. A consent item will be
approved at the beginning of the meeting
without discussion unless someone asks
that it be taken off the consent calendar
and considered separately. The Planning
Commission reserves the right to recess
and continue the public hearing to a
future date. For further information
call the Department of Planning and
Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 7:00 PM,
CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
– SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING
THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016 7:00
PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
Master Plan Amendment #2016-0001
Rezoning #2016-0001
Development Special Use Permit
#2016-0004
‘Portions of the following: 2405,
2501, 3601, 3701, 2901 Potomac
Avenue, 700 Carpenter Road, 1702
and 1880 Potomac Greens Drive,
2 George Washington Memorial
Parkway, and the National Park
Service land adjacent to 2 George
Washington Memorial Parkway’ –
Potomac Yard Metro Station
Public hearing and consideration of
requests for: (A) initiation of a Master

Plan Amendment; (B) a Master Plan
Amendment to amend the land use map
in the Potomac Yard/Potomac Greens
Small Area Plan chapter of the Master
Plan to change the land use designation
from CDD#10 to UT-utility zone; (C)
an amendment to the official zoning
map to change the zone from CDD#10
to UT – utility zone with a proffer; (D)
a Development Special Use Permit and
site plan with subdivision to construct
a Metro station including Special Use
Permit approval of increased Floor
Area Ratio (FAR) and building height;
zoned CDD#10, CDD#19/Coordinated
Development Districts 10 and 19.
Applicant: City of Alexandria and
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority
Development Special Use Permit
#2016-0005
A portion of 700 Carpenter Road
- Potomac Greens Park Amendment
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for an amendment to
previously-approved
Development
Special Use Permit #2002-0026 to
remove the portion of Potomac Greens
Park that will be used as the Metro
station approved in DSUP2016-0004
and associated park re-designs; zoned
CDD#10/Coordinated
Development
District #10.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

of a request to subdivide one lot
into two; zoned: UT/Utility and
Transportation. APPLICANT:
PEPCO, represented by Duncan Bair,
attorney
The Planning Commission will
receive updates and discuss the
following items: Interdepartmental
Long Range Planning Work Program
and Interim Fitzgerald Square Park

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
OLD & HISTORIC
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF
A PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held by the
Alexandria Board of Architectural
Review on WEDNESDAY, June 1,
2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in the City
Hall Council Chambers, second floor of
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria,
Virginia on the following application:
CASE BAR2016-00150
Request for alterations at 101 N Union St.
APPLICANT: ARP Waterfront, LLC
CASE BAR2016-00151
Request for alterations at 106 S Union St.
APPLICANT: Virtue Feed & Grain

Development Special Use Permit
#2016-0006
A portion of 2501 Potomac Avenue
- Potomac Yard Park Amendment
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for an amendment to
previouslyapproved
Development
Special Use Permit #20100012 to
remove the portion of Potomac Yard
Park that will be used as the Metro
station approved in DSUP2016-0004
and associated park re-designs; zoned
CDD#10/Coordinated
Development
District #10.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria
*THE FOLLOWING WILL
BE HEARD BY PLANNING
COMMISSION ONLY
(AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY
UPON APPEAL).

CASE BAR2016-00152
Request to partially demolish and
capsulate at 305 S Saint Asaph St.
APPLICANT: William & Jennifer
Strickland

Subdivision #2016-0004
1300 North Royal Street - NRG/
Potomac River Generating Station
Public hearing and consideration

Information about the above item(s) may
be obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

CASE BAR2016-00155
Request for alterations and an addition
at 305 S Saint Asaph St.
APPLICANT: William & Jennifer
Strickland
CASE BAR2016-00147
Request to partially demolish and
capsulate at 908 S Saint Asaph St.
APPLICANT: Mary Scriva
CASE BAR2016-00148
Request for an addition at 908 S Saint
Asaph St.
APPLICANT: Mary Scriva
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT By Fred Piscop
ACROSS
1 Sportscaster’s anecdotes
6 Angelic instrument
10 Angelic attire
15 Beauty shop offering, briefly
19 Sans company
20 “A Jug of Wine ... “ poet
21 “Snowy” avian
22 Antioxidant-rich berry
23 Afghani paving unit?
25 Music of Yes or Genesis,
			 in the Czech Republic?
27 Weedy lots, e.g.
28 Chimney passages
30 Security holder, in law
31 Have a bug
32 Metronome output
33 “Six-pack” muscles
34 Org. with auditors
35 Challenge for a rafter
39 1914 battle locale
40 Triple Word Score earner
41 Came alive
42 Expensive wrap in Belarus?
44 Ad ___ committee
47 Changed course, at sea
48 “Lord of the Rings” tree-creature
49 Have markers out
50 Chip away at
52 O’Hare’s airport code
53 Buddies in South Korea?
57 Not so hot
58 Be short of

60 Tallest hoopster, usually (Abbr.)
61 Applied 3-In-One to
62 IV solution
63 Hindu airs
65 Ulsters, e.g.
66 Greek physician of old
67 Higher-ranked
69 Social stratum
70 High end of the Mohs scale
71 Red-coated cheese
74 ‘Hoods
75 Peregrinate in Italy?
77 “Dead man’s hand” card
78 Reason to award a badge
79 Soccer fan’s cry
80 “J. Edgar” org.
81 Balderdash
83 Long, long time
84 Backgammon piece in Ireland?
88 Mount the soapbox
89 Slicker’s place
90 Hardly macho
91 Threatening looks
92 Menu phrase
95 Long-eared beast of burden
96 Fern’s beginning
97 Source of syrup
98 Like the Marx Brothers
100 Tea go-with
101 Top-drawing actor, say
106 Jordanian frigate?
108 Moor one’s ship in Turkey?

110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117

“Cool!”
Proctor’s instruction
Gumbo need
Basket made on a rebound
Ponte Vecchio’s river
Uses a garden tool
April victim
“Au poivre” servin

DOWN
1 It may be upside-down
2 “Love the skin you’re in” brand
3 Brain area
4 Cross to bear
5 Changed clips, say
6 Monopoly piece
7 “1,000 Oceans” singer Tori
8 Sought office
9 Leans toward
10 Considers
11 Fairy tale baddies
12 Lingerie buys
13 Brain scan, for short
14 Five o’clock shadow
15 ___-mutuel betting
16 “Microcosm” bacterium
17 10K entrant
18 Karaoke equipment
24 Hindu honorifics
26 Relax, as a grip
29 Lean and long
32 Xhosa’s language group
33 Roger of Fox News

Last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words

35 Fabric made from cellulose
36 In the loop
37 Evidence of a point-blank
			 gunshot, in Switzerland?
38 ‘50s political nickname
39 Juvenile court defendant
40 Hauled
42 Bumps into
43 Some pledge drive gifts
44 Prepare to take a spin in Senegal?
45 Valhalla bigwig
46 Sign over
50 List-ending abbr.
51 Appomattox signatory
53 “The Lion King” villain
54 Ready to fall out
55 Sporty Mazda
56 Take in, say
59 ___ Lama
62 Castle material
64 Heroic deed
65 Oasis visitor
66 “Aladdin” apparition
67 Point a finger at
68 Treat you can eat inside-out
69 Cheese akin to cheddar
70 Short and plump
72 Like some accents
73 Internet fads
75 Ballgame blowouts
76 Good to have around
81 Short shorts
82 “... a man ___ mouse?”
84 Dump, with “of”
85 Audi and BMW, for two
86 High time?
87 Recovered from, as a malady
89 “Brian’s Song” star James
91 “Beowulf” or “Iliad”
92 Appliance brand
93 1905 Debussy classic
94 Don Draper, e.g.
96 “Eek!” inducer
97 Calyx part
99 “Censor” of Rome
100 Pirate’s take
101 Philippine native
102 “Funny or Die” clip
103 Medical kit item
104 Bocelli delivery
105 Chessboard row
107 1-800-Flowers alternative
109 Original “King Kong” studio

Obituaries
DAVID M. BURKE (90),

formerly of Alexandria,
May 10, 2016

IDA GAY EGGLESTON (86),
of Alexandria, May 12, 2016
GARNELL M. HENDERSON
(93), of Alexandria,
May 11, 2016
DAVID W. LACEY, of
Alexandria, May 16, 2016
RICHARD S. MENDELSON,
formerly of Alexandria,
May 16, 2016
JEFFERY M. MILLER (69),
of Alexandria, May 8, 2016
TERRY TANG SUAN
MURRAY, of Alexandria,
May 7, 2016
MARY A. PRUS (97), of
Alexandria, April 20, 2016
LOUISE L. STOCKDALE (97),
of Alexandria, May 10, 2016
EARL G. THOMAS (87),
of Alexandria, May 15, 2016
OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times
are charged through the
funeral home on a perword basis comparable to
the space rate offered to
nonprofit advertisers.
“In Memoriam” and “Thank
You” notices are available
through the Advertising
Department.
Deadlines are the Monday
prior to the issue date. Call
703.739.0001 for details.
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ABC NOTICE

Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its
controlled affiliates doing
business as Verizon Wireless
(Verizon Wireless) proposes
to collocate wireless communications antennas at an
overall height of 179 feet on
a 179-foot roof-top at the approx. vicinity of 3201 Landover Street, Alexandria, City of
Alexandria, VA 22305. Public
comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from
the date of this publication
to: Trileaf Corp, Sara, s.levy@
trileaf.com, 8600 LaSalle Road,
Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286,
410-853-7128.

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!
“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1- 800 - CAR - ANGE L

w w w.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

Advertising
Works!

YARD SALE
LARGE LUXURY
TOWN-HOME
COMMUNITY-WIDE
YARD SALE!
SATURDAY, MAY 21.
8:00AM-4:00PM.
Lenox Place. Cross Streets:
West Glebe & Charles Ave
as well as West Glebe and
Elbert Ave, Alexandria 22305

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS MAY 15, 2016

AUCTION
REAL ESTATE AUCTION: The Ray Saunders Estate, 450+/- Acres offered in
8 Tracts located in Pulaski County, Virginia. Tract 1 features a 3,000± sq. ft.
Brick Ranch House, 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bathes. Friday, May 20 at 11:00 am.
Call today or visit woltz.com for more information and preview dates. George
A. McConnell (VA #226) (540) 353-1108 (mobile). Woltz & Associates, Inc.
(VA #321) Real Estate Brokers & Auctioneers 800-551-3588.

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available at
CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

FARM/LIVESTOCK
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free Base Camp
Leasing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/
Winchester 800-454-1400

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start here
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-204-4130.

PEST CONTROL
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete
Treatment System. Available: Hardware Store, The Home Depot, homedepot.
com

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 + $86 court cost. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

B A BY P OW D E R
OR OTHER TALCUM POWDER LINKED TO
OVA R I A N CA N C E R

Long-term use of baby/talcum powder is linked to
ovarian cancer. If you or a loved one suffered from
ovarian cancer after using Johnson’s Baby Powder,
Shower to Shower or other talcum powder, you may be
entitled to substantial compensation. Call us at
1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or costs until your
case is settled or won. We practice law only in
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

s
ay
D
7 k
en ee
Op a W

ADVERTISEMENT

KILL STINK
BUGS!
Buy HARRIS
STINK BUG SPRAY.
Odorless, Non-Staining.
Effective results begin
after spray dries.
Available: Hardware Stores,
The Home Depot,
homedepot.com

Advertise to
19,000 + viewers!

The all new

Contact us today
sales@alextimes.com
or 703-739-0001

website

Alexandria
Times

ONLINE

all the time

905 Prince Street

SO
LD

Magnificent 19th century brick
home with 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
au pair suite, off-street parking.

Check out her most recent sales!

419 Wolfe Street
Extra special 19th century
corner home with 3 bedrooms,
2.5 baths, walled garden.

SO
LD

Lauren’s hitting
‘em out of
the park too!

SO
LD

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

SO
LD

....
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Plus two current listings!

Gracious home on large lot with
7 bedrooms, 4 baths, au pair suite,
4 fireplaces and 2-car garage.

SAFO
LER

2004 Whiteoaks Drive

SAFO
LER

1147 Colonial Ave
Charming mid-twentieth century
brick home with 3 bedrooms,
1.5 baths, fenced yard.

529 Bashford Lane #3

100 Browns Mill Drive

One bedroom and bath with
laundry facilities in unit and a
fireplace. Listed for $254,900

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, expansive
deck, community pool, garage
parking. Listed for $619,000

Lauren’s Home Run Hitters

Lauren is ready to “step up to the plate” for you and all your real estate needs, including
preparing and listing your home for sale, advising on home improvement projects, valuing
your investment with a current market analysis or helping you find your next dream home.

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079

lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

