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Project’s attorney says 
new site plan could arrive 
as early as next month
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The redevelopment of Rob-
inson Terminal North on the 
Alexandria waterfront hit a 
snag earlier this year when the 
developers could not secure a 
hotel tenant, but the project’s 
attorney said they are commit-
ted to making the site work.
 At a meeting of the city’s wa-
terfront commission last week, 
attorney Kenneth Wire of law 
firm McGuireWoods LLP said 
despite a “public swing and 
a miss” in marketing the site, 
his clients remain confident of 
progress in the near future.

 Wire said a work session on 
a new site plan could come as 
soon as October, with a com-
munity engagement process 
to follow after that. Wire said 
under that timeline, which he 
acknowledged is a best-case 
scenario, a new plan could be 
up for approval by the planning 
commission and city council in 
the second quarter of 2017.
 The initial plan to revamp 
the waterfront property was 
put on hold in late July, just 
seven months after city coun-
cil approved the proposal by 
developers Rooney Properties 
and CityInterests Inc.
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Police Chief Earl Cook looks 
back at long career of service
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Alexandria Police Department 
will look very different beginning 
Saturday, as Police Chief Earl Cook 
officially retires and ends his nearly 
four decades of service to the city.

Robinson Terminal 
North developers 
search for answers

SEE ROBINSON | 8

‘You hear people all the time say:
A cop is a cop is a cop’

IRETON LOOKS TO BUILD 
UP STEAM - PAGE 12

T.C. CHOIR DIRECTOR
INSPIRES STUDENTS 15

PHOTO/JEFF MCEVOY
200 VOICES STRONG The T.C. Williams High School choir was selected as one of three area high school choirs to perform together for President Barack Obama, 
former President George W. Bush, first lady Michelle Obama and former first lady Laura Bush at the dedication of the Smithsonian’s newest museum — the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture on September 24. The T.C. Williams choir is under the direction of Theodore Thorpe III. T.C. Williams played host to peers from 
Suitland High School and Walter Johnson High School for rehearsals, while T.C. choir students made up one-third of the 200-person choir directed by Dr. Joyce Garrett. 
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

$929,000
OLD TOWN

Gorgeous historic home with expansive formal garden!
2 bedroom, 2 bath brick semi-detached home dating from 1820. Living room with 
fireplace, tall ceilings and floor to ceiling built-ins. Gracious dining room, eat-in 
kitchen with brick floors and access to the fabulous garden and patio. Upper level 
with 2 bedrooms, a family room and full bath. Unfinished lower level.

$645,000
DEALE MARYLAND

Enjoy panoramic views in this restored waterfront 
Bay Home with a one of a kind boathouse!

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 finished levels. Abundant charm and  
character with open spaces and plenty of room for entertaining. 

Large deck with retractable awning, pier with 3 boat slips.  
Only 35 minutes from Old Town! Call Debbie: 703-380-8966

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$899,000
ROSEMONT

Classic 1920s colonial in the shadow of the 
Masonic Temple 3 blocks to Metro!

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths with 3 finished levels. Living room with 
fireplace, den with wet bar, formal dining room and kitchen 

with access to the partially fenced yard with deck. Lower level 
recreation room, 3rd full bath and lots of storage space!

$859,000
OLD TOWN

Beautifully renovated detached historic home in the SE quadrant!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 finished levels. Plenty of natural light with windows on all 
sides. Master suite with vaulted ceilings and luxury bath! Living room with gas fireplace 
and cozy den. Open kitchen and dining room with French doors to a lovely yard with 
patio and garden. Blocks to shops, restaurants and the river. 
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Gorgeous Flowers Delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

mention this ad
10  

NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

703-310-6746  • www.conklyns.com

%
OFF

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

 At its meeting Tuesday 
night, city council unani-
mously directed City Manager 
Mark Jinks to identify compa-
nies interested in establishing 
broadband Internet or cable 
television franchises in Alex-
andria.
 Currently, only Comcast 
holds a franchise in the city 
for television and landline 
telephone, with no broadband 
Internet franchises. Officials 
said the goal of the initia-
tive is to increase consumer 
choice in cable, voice and 
data services, which may help 
lower consumer costs and in-
crease available speeds.
 The city plans to upgrade 
its broadband infrastructure 

to support data transport 
among the city’s public insti-
tutions like schools, librar-
ies, public safety buildings 
among others. Most of the 
fiber for the network is cur-
rently leased from Comcast 
Virginia, Inc., but analysis by 
city staff indicates ownership 
could help the city with oper-
ations as well as financially.
 The city will seek new 
franchisees who could lease 
excess capacity on the city’s 
new network and provide 
service to residents and busi-
nesses. Officials said the 
agreement would allow all 
providers to compete on a 
level playing field, and would 
prevent the city from com-

peting with private providers 
for consumer service.
 City staff will further as-
sess the market and present 
city council with a draft ordi-
nance to solicit new franchise 
agreements. Any responsive 
company or consortium, in-
cluding any current provid-
ers in Alexandria, would be 
free to bid. Any new franchi-
see would receive financial 
terms equivalent to existing 
providers.
 At the same meeting, 
council unanimously agreed 
to extend Comcast’s cable 
television franchise and fiber 
lease agreement for another 
five years.

- Chris Teale

 Former U.S. Sen. John 
Warner joined U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine (D-Va.) at an event at 
the Charles Houston Rec-
reation Center Wednesday, 
where Warner endorsed 
Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton.
 Warner, a Republican who 
represented Virginia in the 

Senate for five terms and 
served as secretary of the 
Navy from 1972 to 1974, en-
dorsed Clinton for military 
and national security rea-
sons.
 “[T]hat cannot be learned 
overnight,” Warner said. “You 
don’t pull up a quick text, like 
‘National Security for Dum-

mies.’ That book hasn’t been 
published. It’s okay to use 
it for the computer, but that 
hasn’t been published. And it 
can’t be published. You have 
to build, on a foundation of 
experience, how you will go 
forward in the leadership of 
this country.”

- Chris Teale

 City Manager Mark Jinks 
announced Tuesday that he 
appointed Deputy Chief Da-
vid Huchler to serve as acting 
chief of the Alexandria Police 
Department, effective Octo-
ber 2.
 Huchler will temporar-
ily replace Police Chief Earl 
Cook, who is retiring after 
almost 40 years with the Al-
exandria Police Department.
 “Chief Huchler’s 25-year 
tenure and diversity of experi-
ence in local law enforcement 
make him the right choice to 
lead the police department at 
this juncture,” Jinks said in a 
statement. “I am confident the 
police department is in good 
hands as we continue the se-

lection process for a perma-
nent chief.”
 Huchler has been with the 
Alexandria Police Department 
since 1991 and has served in a 
wide variety of assignments. 
He achieved the rank of lieu-
tenant in 2003 and captain in 
2005, before being promoted 
to deputy chief in 2012.  
 Most recently, he over-
saw the department’s inves-
tigations bureau and was 
responsible for criminal in-
vestigations, crime scene 
investigations, vice and nar-
cotics, public information, 
internal investigations and 
the volunteer unit. He has 
also commanded the patrol 
operations bureau, served in 

the office of intelligence and 
homeland security and was a 
special operations team mem-
ber and commander.
 Jinks said previously that 
he hopes to have a permanent 
successor to Cook in place by 
the end of the year.

- Chris Teale

City to explore expanded broadband Internet choice

Former Sen. John Warner endorses Hillary Clinton

David Huchler appointed  
acting police chief

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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 ~ Our Gentle Giant ~
At age 11, Zeus is a quiet guy looking for 

a home in which to rest and relax.
This Rottweiler no longer runs, but has 

plenty of spark for fun and games.
For more into about Rottweilers, 

phone 703-746-4774  
www.alexandriaanimals. org

THANK YOU

David Huchler
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POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between September 21 and September 28.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 1 BURGLARY

27THEFTS 8 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

22 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE10 VEHICLE

THEFTS 1 ROBBERY

Extremism, Pluralism,  
Tolerance and Grace
Thursday, October 13, 2016 | 7:00 pm
1801 North Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA

 Our evening will address ethnic and religious groups like the 
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Yezidis and others whose continuance is 
tenuous. In doing so, we will consider why some world views are 

more tolerant of dissenting voices than others.

MARK TOOLEY
President,   

The Institute on 
Religion & Democracy

MARC LIVECCHE
Managing Editor,  

Providence: A Journal  
of Christianity and  

American Foreign Policy 

ROBERT KIM
Lawyer, 

Former Deputy 
Treasury Attaché 

in Iraq

for more information, visit: 
ctkalexandria.org/events

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment charged a 16-year-old 
from Lorton after a taxi driver 
was shot and critically injured on 
Duke Street early last Thursday.
 Officers responded to the 
4600 block of Duke St. at ap-
proximately 2:01 a.m. Septem-
ber 22 after reports of gun-
shots being heard in the area.
 Department spokeswoman 

Crystal Nosal said upon arriv-
al, officers located the victim, 
a 47-year-old male cab driver, 
suffering from multiple gun-
shot wounds. He was trans-
ported to a local hospital with 
life-threatening injuries. Nosal 
said the victim was still in crit-
ical condition at press time.
 That same day, police 
charged a 16-year-old male from 

Lorton with malicious wound-
ing, use of a firearm in the com-
mission of a felony and posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted 
felon. Given his age, police will 
not release his identity.
 Anyone with information 
about this investigation is 
asked to contact Detective Lo-
ren King at 703-746-6689.

- Chris Teale

City resident killed in Pulaski County traffic crash

Man snatches woman’s wallet on North Alfred Street

Juvenile charged in Duke Street shooting

 An Alexandria resident 
died in a traffic crash in Pulas-
ki County west of Blacksburg 
earlier this month.
 Hazel Mumpower, 79, was 
a passenger in a 2010 Toyota 
Camry on Interstate 81 at around 
12:58 p.m. September 18, ap-
proximately 100 feet south of exit 
94B when the crash occurred.
 Virginia State Police spokes-
woman Corinne Geller said a 
tractor-trailer and the Camry 
were traveling north on I-81. 
Geller said the tractor-trailer 

changed lanes from the left to 
the right and struck the Camry, 
which was in the right north-
bound travel lane. 
 The impact caused the Cam-
ry to spin out of control, run off 
the left side of the road and strike 
the guardrail. The Camry then 
spun around back into the north-
bound lanes and ran off the right 
side of I-81, where it finally came 
to rest against the guardrail.
 The driver of the tractor-
trailer, Alan L. Jordan, 55, of 
Brookhaven, Penn., was not 

injured in the crash. The driver 
of the Camry, Cecil Good-
man, 80, of Manassas, Va., was 
transported to a nearby hospital 
for treatment of minor injuries. 
He was wearing a seat belt, as 
was a second passenger in the 
car. Mumpower was not wear-
ing a seatbelt and was ejected 
from the vehicle as it spun.
  Jordan was charged with 
making an improper lane 
change. The crash remains un-
der investigation.

- Chris Teale

Burgundy Farm Country Day School
703.329.6968 • www.burgundyfarm.org

www.facebook.com/burgundyfarm

Call 703.329.6968 to RSVP for an upcoming 
open house or to schedule a personal tour of 

our 25-acre Alexandria campus just off the Beltway.

October 7, 9–11 a.m. • November 11, 9–11 a.m.
December 3, 2–4 p.m. • January 8, 2–4 p.m.

Discover Burgundy
Discover our one-of-a-kind learning environment

for students in Junior Kindergarten through 8th grade.

• an integrated, hands-on curriculum in all grades
• arts, technology & foreign language classes
• new outdoor classroom & playground spaces
• regular visits to our 500-acre WV campus

featuring

and more!

 A woman had her wallet 
stolen on North Alfred Street 
last Saturday evening after ar-
ranging to meet someone to 
collect an item purchased on 
the Internet.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department re-
sponded to the 900 block of 

N. Alfred St. at 8:29 p.m. Sep-
tember 24 after reports of the 
robbery. Department spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said a 
male suspect snatched the wal-
let from the victim’s hand, and 
that there were no injuries.
 Nosal had no further details 
on the incident, or whether the 

transaction could have been a 
fraudulent one intended to lure a 
victim to the site of the robbery.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to call the Al-
exandria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale
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Offices now open in Old Town, Shirlington and Mark Center.

It’s all about getting better,
right here inAlexandria.

0827 TimesFP.qxp_Layout 1  6/13/16  11:55 AM  Page 2
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 A graduate of T.C. Williams 
High School, Cook joined the 
department as a police 
academy recruit in 1979. 
He was appointed chief 
in August 2009 after 
three decades of work-
ing his way up the ranks.
 And despite devot-
ing a large part of his 
life to serving Alexan-
dria and being a part of 
the police department, 
Cook said retiring is the 
right decision.
 “I’m comfortable with 
the retirement, a little 
bit more worried when I 
thought about what it will 
feel like actually disen-
gaged from this particular 
organization, because I’ve 
been around it for more 
than half my life,” he said. “You 
hear people all the time say, ‘A 
cop is a cop is a cop.’ You’re im-
printed with it.”
 But things could have gone 
very differently for Cook after 

he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history and education at 
Duke University. He said he 
had always planned to return 

to Alexandria, but quite easily 
could have gone into teaching 
or coaching sports.
 An athlete in his youth, 
Cook played cornerback and 
returned kicks for the 1971 

T.C. Williams football team 
that won the state champion-
ship and was immortalized in 
the Disney movie “Remember 

the Titans.”
 It took what Cook 
called “the greatest flip 
of a coin ever” to decide 
to go into policing, a 
decision he did not take 
lightly given his desire 
to shape people’s lives 
in a positive way.
 “I liked the interac-
tion with young people, 
I was very interested in 
that. But in all serious-
ness, it’s a very noble 
profession,” Cook said. 
“I knew I was going to 
go into public service, 
but the idea of teaching 
is exciting as people 
get into it, trying to de-
velop people.

 “But I found when I did get 
into law enforcement, I was in-
terested in the sheer freedom 
of being able to go out and in-

Daniel Lusk
daniel.lusk@LNF.com  
202-412-8885

Michael McCormick
michael.mccormick 
@LNF.com  
202-412-8884

Dan Martin
dan.martin@LNF.com  
202.957.1550 

 With a combined 28 years of real 
estate experience, Daniel Lusk and 
Michael McCormick have formed 
a perfect partnership that results 
in a zen-like balance between their 
personal and professional lives.
 Both are natives of the area. 
Daniel was born in the District of 
Columbia and raised in Spring-
field, VA. He is a Virginia Tech 
Hokie whose parents now reside 
in Williamsburg. Michael was also 
raised in Northern Virginia though 
his elderly mother now resides in 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.
 Daniel and Michael ventured 
into the real estate business in 
2002. At that time, Daniel had been 
part owner of a catering company 
for 13 ½ years. At first, he and Mi-
chael just dabbled in real estate 
part time. Within 2 months, how-
ever, they were hooked and became 

full time realtors, quickly rising to 
become part of the Long & Foster 
Founder’s Club as top producers. 
 One of the unique factors of 
the McCormick & Lusk real es-
tate team is the fact that they are 
licensed in four jurisdictions: Vir-
ginia, DC, Maryland and even Del-
aware, while their primary focus is 
on Northern Virginia.
 Daniel and Michael work with 
a variety of clients, having a special 
fondness for helping senior citizens 
downsize on their own terms. After 
many years of attachment to and 
memories in a home, transitioning 
away can be difficult. The McCor-
mick & Lusk team helps seniors 
with this often emotion-packed 
endeavor by helping them prepare 
their homes for sale. They work with 
contractors and handymen to get 
each home in the best possible con-

dition for selling. They are fiercely 
protective of their elderly clients.
 Their general advice to buyers 
is to work with a good agent that 
you can trust and use a local lend-
er. And to the seller, they say it’s 
imperative to listen to your agent 
on pricing, staging and showing 
condition.
 Over a year ago, Daniel and 
Michael expanded their team to 
three when they added Dan Martin 
as a buyers’ agent. He has been a ter-
rific addition, as he brings a young, 
fresh perspective on millennials. 
“I’ve never seen anyone pick up 
[real estate] so quickly,” says Daniel.
 If you are looking for someone 
who is kind and calm to help you 
through the stressful process of 
buying or selling your home, look 
no further than the McCormick & 
Lusk team.

LONG & FOSTER OLD TOW N R EALTOR SPOTLIGHT

The McCormick & Lusk Team

“Knowledgeable, personable & professional agents” – Sue & Andre

COOK                FROM | 1

 

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Annual Blessing of the Animals

Held Sunday, October 2 at 4:00 p.m.   
on the St. Paul’s playground (or in Norton Hall if it’s raining).

Furry, Finned and Feathered Friends are Welcome!

Grace Episcopal Church

Blessing of the Animals October 2, 4:00 P.M.
In the St. Francis Garden

3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA 22305 • www.gracealex.org

SEE COOK | 14

Police Chief Earl Cook reflects on his time with 
the Alexandria Police Department in an inter-
view. Under Cook, the city has seen a sustained 
reduction in violent crime and the closure of 
several high-profile homicide cases.
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Officials confirm invasive 
insect’s presence
BY ERICH WAGNER

 City officials recently an-
nounced they have discovered 
the presence of the emerald 
ash borer, an invasive insect 
that is fatal to some trees, in 
Alexandria.
 The emerald ash borer is 
a small green beetle native 
to eastern Asia that feeds on 
ash trees, burrowing through 
the trunks and cutting off the 
trees’ ability to send water and 
nutrients to upper branches.
 Although federal officials 
have set up plant quarantine 
protocols to limit the spread 
of the insect in recent years, 
the emerald ash borer has been 
found throughout the mid-At-
lantic, Northeast and Midwest 
regions of the U.S.
 City arborist John Noelle 
said the insect has a track re-
cord of decimating ash tree 

populations and destroying the 
tree canopy.
 “It’s a severe problem in the 
Midwest and in the Northeast,” 
he said. “The emerald ash borer 
has just devastated many areas 
that have ash trees. One of its 
features is it is very specific 
to ash and it’s very aggressive. 
[Whereas some invasive spe-
cies only attack weak trees], it 
has attacked ash trees through-
out its geographic range, as op-
posed to just in areas where the 
trees are a little bit weaker or a 
little less healthy.”
 Noelle said after the recent 
return of the ash borer to Fairfax 
and Arlington counties, city of-
ficials set up traps to see if the 
insect had migrated to Alexan-
dria this summer.
 “Those counties are no lon-
ger even putting out tracks to 
determine anymore — they’re 
just confident it’s present, and 
they’re acting accordingly,” he 

said. “So we put up monitoring 
traps this year, and immediately 
found that the borer is there.”
 The arrival of the emerald 
ash borer comes after a number 
of difficult years for the city’s 
ash tree population, further 
complicating matters.

 “One of the other things 
we’re dealing with is the ash 
trees seem to be suffering a 
little bit already,” Noelle said. 
“We’re getting toward the 
southern end of their range and 
have had a number of difficult 
summers and droughts. So 

many of the trees are in decline 
in any case, and once they’re 
weakened, they become more 
susceptible to the emerald ash 
borer and other borers.”
 Noelle said it is hard to say 
just how much of the city’s tree 
canopy is made up of ash trees. 
His office is only in the second 
year of a five-year process to 
catalog the city’s trees along 
streets and public land.
 “We’ve divided the city into 
20 different sections, and each 
year over five years we’re doing 
four of those sections scattered 
throughout the city,” he said. 
“We’ll go into that data, see 
where the ash trees are and then 
make a decision on how and 
what we’re going to treat.”
 But treatment of ash trees is 
a difficult matter, Noelle said. 
It takes time for the effects of 
a borer infestation — the slow 

 

VIS IT  OUR ALEX ANDRIA  SHOWROOM
795 Duke  S t ree t  •  571.321.7495 •  POMPY.COM

Mon-Wed  10 -6  •  Thurs  10 -7  •  Fr i-Sa t  10 -6  •  Sun  11-5

fall dining event 
starts Saturday!

                    r o o m

dining

30%
off

up 
to

Alexandria ash trees under assault

SEE ASH | 11

PHOTO/PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
The city’s ash trees 
are under attack from 
the emerald ash bor-
er, an invasive insect.
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 Under the plan adopted by 
council in October 2015, the 
property on North Union Street 
was slated to house 66 multi-
family residential units, a 132-
room hotel, 25,000 square feet 
of commercial space and four 
restaurants with a total mix of 
500 indoor and outdoor seats.
 In addition, the developers 
had promised to contribute to 
nearby amenities, including a 
public pier, open spaces and 
other public benefits.
 When the developers an-
nounced the hiatus, they blamed 
construction costs and the 
market’s unfavorable response, 
especially to the hotel portion 
of the project. Wire told the 
waterfront commission that to 
make the proposal financially 
viable, a hotel tenant would 
have had to charge an average 
of about $250 a night per room.
 After an extensive market-
ing campaign, in which Wire 
said around 30 different ho-
tel providers were contacted, 
operators only could commit 
to around $175 per night per 
room on average.
 With that in mind, Wire 
said the idea of building a 
hotel in the westernmost of 
the site’s two buildings had 
been abandoned. He said new 

ideas are complicated by that 
part of the property’s long 
and skinny shape.
 “Where we stand today is it 
won’t be a hotel,” he said. “The 
question is, what will it be?”
 Wire said the develop-
ers’ financial projections will 
be provided to City Manager 
Mark Jinks so he and city staff 
can examine the numbers. City 
Councilor Paul Smedberg, a 
waterfront commissioner, said 
it was troubling that a devel-
oper’s projections were wrong 
less than a year after approval.
 “We trust that they’re do-
ing all different kinds of mod-
eling and factoring in dif-
ferent scenarios and costs,” 
Smedberg said in an inter-
view. “For them to come back 
so quickly to say they weren’t 
moving ahead is really disap-
pointing. That’s going to take 
a lot of work, they’ll need to 
scrub the numbers and see 
what’s going on.”
 Adding to the financial 
troubles of the site were the 
developer contributions and 
proffers, Wire said. In particu-
lar, he said the obligation writ-

ten into the project’s develop-
ment special use permit and 
approved by the city for reha-
bilitation of the pier proved too 
expensive.
 At the meeting, Wire said 
developer contributions for the 
nearby waterfront redevelop-
ment project at Robinson Ter-
minal South totaled $600,000, 
but at Robinson Terminal 
North they are more than $6 
million, not including environ-
mental remediation.
 Going forward, Wire said 
the developers are currently 
exploring their options and al-
lowed uses under the zoning 
approved by council last Octo-
ber. Stephanie Landrum, pres-
ident and CEO of the Alexan-
dria Economic Development 
Partnership, said the approved 
waterfront small area plan 
leaves little room for changes.
 “I’m not sure what else 
could be built there other than 
what was proposed, and I 
think that’s what Ken and his 
team are talking to the city 
planning staff right now,” she 

I’d really 
hate to see 

a project that 
is too dumbed 
down. It’s too 
important a site 
for us, and we’re 
really looking to 
have something 
significant on that 
site we can all be 
proud of. We don’t 
just want a row of 
townhouses.”

- City Councilor 
Paul Smedberg

Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities’  
Office of the Arts • 1108 Jefferson St. Alexandria, VA 22314

Billy Rose Jr. Construction Co. is properly 
liscenced and insured in both Maryland and Virginia.

Billy W. Rose Jr.
Construction Company

Home Improvement Specialist Since 1983

240-299-0986
Design Build ~ Additions
~ Kitchens ~ Bathrooms

Simply done well.
www.billyroseconstruction.com

/billyroseconstruction/

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 pm

205 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET
ONE OF A KIND

Extraordinary newly built 
detached Old Town home.
Nearly 1,000 sq. ft. on each of the 
four levels. Five Bedrooms four and 
half baths, elevator, with custom 
woodwork and marble throughout. 
One block to King Street. Ten year 
builder warranty. $1,949,000

For private showing Call Gina Baum
703-338-1557 • Ginabaum@kw.com

Gina Baum, Realtor, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist (CLHMS)

| Keller Williams Realty Alexandria Old Town | 

ROBINSON         FROM | 1
FILE PHOTOS

Developers Rooney Properties and CityInterests Inc. put the rede-
velopment of Robinson Terminal North on hold in late July, but the 
project’s attorney said there could be progress in the near future. 
The redevelopment was found to not be financially viable due to 
construction costs and the market’s reaction, but the developers 
may return for city approval soon.

SEE ROBINSON | 14
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395ExpressLanes.com

Faster travel times on I-395

New transit funding

Direct access to the Pentagon

Better access to Crystal City

New travel choices

Improvements at Eads Street interchange will provide 
direct access to both the Pentagon and Crystal City 

The 395 Express Lanes project will enhance access around Eads Street in Arlington by 
providing direct ramps from the Lanes to both Crystal City and the Pentagon. These 
improvements will benefit buses, carpools and drivers by splitting traffic between two 
ramps and reducing the bottleneck at the Eads Street ramp. The design uses existing 
infrastructure to minimize disruptive construction, will add new traffic signals to the 
interchange and will improve traffic flow on the Lanes north of Eads Street.
 
As part of the project, a portion of the toll revenues will be used for annual funding 
for transit, like improving bus service.
 
By extending the 95 Express Lanes for eight miles north to the D.C. line, the 395 Express 
Lanes will significantly reduce congestion in the I-395 corridor and increase capacity 
by adding an additional HOV lane to make three reversible lanes on I-395. The project  
will extend the benefits and travel options of the 95 Express Lanes farther north.
 
Construction of the project could generate 1,500 jobs and provide more than half a 
billion dollars of economic activity. For more information, visit our website.

The 395 Express Lanes  
Extension Project
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 PLAY & WIN!

FRIDAY, OCT 28TH, 2016 AT 8AM
AT THE AUGUSTINE GOLF CLUB in 

STAFFORD, VA

WWW.SAVEALLIANCE.ORG

  PLAY & WIN! 
FRIDAY, OCT 28, 2016 8AM 
  AUGUSTINE GOLF CLUB in STAFFORD, VA

– Grille Menu –
APPETIZERS

Southwestern Egg Rolls
Four eggrolls with a hearty blend of chicken, cheese 
and vegetables in a crispy corn flour tortilla. Served 
with our homemade avocado ranch dip $10.95

Hot Maryland Crab Dip
A bowl of our Homemade Crab Dip served with 
Grilled Pita Bread $9.95

Jumbo Buffalo Wings
A dozen crispy wings tossed in your choice of Buffalo 
Sauce, Sriracha, BBQ, Spicy BBQ or Old Bay and 
served with celery sticks and your choice of range or 
bleu cheese. 6 pc $7.95 12pc $12.95

Boom Boom Shrimp
Red Hook Beer Battered shrimp fried golden brown 
and tossed in boom boom sauce $9.95

Loaded Nachos
Homemade tortilla chips loaded with shredded 
cheddar jack cheese, jalapenos, fresh Pico de Gallo, 
sour cream and avocado.
Chicken $9.95  Steak $10.95  Pulled Pork $9.95

Grilled Quesadilla
Flour tortilla stuffed with cheddar jack cheese, 
chipotle sauce, sautéed onions and peppers.  Served 
with Pico de Gallo, jalapenos and sour cream 
Chicken $8.95 Steak $9.95

Crispy Chicken Fingers
Four chicken fingers fried until golden brown and
served with your choice of honey mustard of BBQ
sauce $7.95 – toss in buffalo sauce and served with a 
side of ranch for an additional $1.00

SALADS
Ranch, Honey Mustard, Bleu Cheese, Balsamic Vinaigrette, Poppy Seed, Fat Free Sundried Tomato, Thousand Island

Side Caesar or House Salad
Add to any menu option $4.00

Cobb Salad
Baby greens topped with rows of bacon, tomatoes, 
grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, hard-boiled egg, 
and avocado. $11.95 

Chopped Salad
Chopped romaine, tomatoes, ham, turkey, banana 
peppers and parmesan cheese tossed with balsamic 
vinaigrette and piled high $12.95

Caesar Salad
Romaine, parmesan cheese and house made croutons 
tossed with creamy Caesar dressing $8.95, add 
chicken $4.00

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Warm grilled chicken breast served atop chopped 
romaine with black beans, diced tomatoes, red onion, 
shredded cheese, avocado and tortilla chips with a 
choice of dressing $12.95

BRING THIS AD TO THE EVENT 
AND EARN ONE FREE MULLIGAN.

To learn more about the SAVE Alliance and 

TO REGISTER ONLINE
or to volunteer, please visit:

SAVE ‘Saving American Veterans Everyday’ Alliance Inc.,  
is a 501c3 tax exempt organization, Tax ID: 32-0482023.

HELP US BUY 
PARAMOBILES FOR

OUR ‘HEALING HEROES’
SUPPORT OUR 

COMBAT VETERANS 
AND FIRST

RESPONDERS
 PLAY & WIN!

FRIDAY, OCT 28TH, 2016 AT 8AM
AT THE AUGUSTINE GOLF CLUB in 

STAFFORD, VA

 PLAY & WIN!

FRIDAY, OCT 28TH, 2016 AT 8AM
AT THE AUGUSTINE GOLF CLUB in 

STAFFORD, VA

 THE SAVE ALLIANCE
 presents:

 F IRS T A NNU A L
CHARITY 

GOLF  CLASSIC

First phase of new Beauregard Town Center 
redevelopment scaled back
Less than 17 acres to be 
revamped, down from  
initial plan of 24 acres
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Developer JBG recently 
announced it will scale back 
the first phase of redeveloping 
Beauregard Town Center in a 
submission to the city, but the 
project appears to be making 
progress.
 Under a concept plan sub-
mitted in July to the city’s 
planning and zoning office, 
the first phase of redevelop-
ment would cover just under 
17 acres, having previously 
been slated to cover 24 acres 
of the 48.2-acre site.
 JBG now is proposing 573 
residential units, down from 
approximately 1,150 origi-
nally proposed, with 109,481 
square feet of retail space, 
down from 150,000 square 
feet. That retail space still is 
expected to include a grocery 
store as an anchor.
 Those new residential units 
will come in two buildings on 
the north and south sides of 
Reading Avenue. The north-
ern building will be made up 
of 183 residential units and 
35,987 square feet of retail 

space, while the southern one 
will include 390 units and 
73,949 square feet for retail.
 Under the plan, 198 garden 
apartment units in the Hill-
wood and Stoneridge commu-
nity will be demolished in this 
first phase.
 In its filing, JBG said con-
struction might be staggered 
even further, floating the pos-
sibility that each block could 
developed under its own site 
plan. JBG spokesman Mat-
thew Blocher did not respond 
to requests for comment.
 “[JBG has] been sitting 
on the property, looking at 
it, mulling it over, and what 
they came forward with now 

is a more focused redevelop-
ment of two of the blocks,” 
said Maya Contreras, princi-
pal planner in the city’s of-
fice of planning and zoning. 
“Technically it is a smaller 
proposal, but it’s more in line 
with the type of development 
that we typically see, or the 
scale of development that we 
typically see.”
 JBG is the largest land-
owner within the Beauregard 
small area plan on the West 
End, approved by city coun-
cil in 2012. The plan calls for 
the Beauregard Town Center 
neighborhood — one of seven 
in the plan — to become a 
mixed-use community, with 
residential, some office and 
hotel uses on Beauregard 
Street and retail along Read-
ing Avenue.
 Of those seven neighbor-
hoods, JBG controls three: 
Town Center, the Garden Dis-
trict and the Greenway, mak-
ing up 130 acres within the 
plan’s total of 287 acres.
 In the Town Center neigh-
borhood, JBG plans to replace 
2,600 garden style apart-
ments, the majority of which 
are rented by lower-income 
residents. City housing direc-
tor Helen McIlvaine said JBG 
has made a commitment that 
every resident will be able to 
find a home in the new devel-
opment.

 “We don’t expect people to 
really be displaced from the 
area because we think they’ll 
be offered other units. If we 
can’t accommodate them in 
one of ours, then we think 
JBG is going to be providing 
them with what the plan calls 
‘comparable units’ within Be-
auregard,” she said. “That was 
all planned to keep the com-
munity intact and mediate the 
impacts of the redevelopment. 
 “I think the fact that it has 
taken a while to get to this first 
stage has helped us to make 
better of what we planned to.”
 As part of that commit-
ment, McIlvaine said there 
are plenty of options being 
explored for additional af-
fordable housing in the Be-
auregard area, all with a view 
to keeping the community to-
gether and mitigating the de-
molition of affordable units as 
much as possible.
 McIlvaine said the city put 
together a plan that ultimately 
would provide 800 commit-
ted affordable units across 
Beauregard, including 105 
shorter-term units at South-
ern Towers, 93 units at the St. 
James Plaza property, which 
is owned by the Alexandria 
Housing Corporation, and an 
area near Goodwin House that 
would bring about 100 addi-
tional units.
 For Beauregard Town Cen-

ter residents specifically, Mc-
Ilvaine said there might be 
some potential public-private 
partnerships to provide hous-
ing, working with nonprofit 
partners.
 Contreras said the redevel-
opment of the Town Center 
neighborhood is a milestone 
for the West End, which al-
ready has started to undergo 
some changes. City council 
approved The Gateway at 
King and Beauregard last year 
at the site of the former Jeffer-
son Memorial Hospital and a 
strip mall, while council reaf-
firmed a preferred alternative 
for the West End Transitway 
bus rapid transit connection in 
April.
 “I think [this project] will 
be a very important one,” said 
Contreras. “The town center 
neighborhood is intended to 
be the new downtown for the 
West End. We don’t take any 
of our projects lightly, but this 
is a big one. Along with Land-
mark Mall, the West End and 
Beauregard area is one of the 
areas where people have been 
waiting for something to hap-
pen.”
 City staff provided com-
ments on JBG’s filing last 
month, citing a number of key 
issues officials expect to be 
addressed in the developer’s 

SEE BEAUREGARD | 11

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
The first phase of redeveloping Beauregard Town Center has been scaled back by developer JBG. The northern of the first two buildings (pictured) 
on Reading Avenue would include 183 residential units and 35,987 square feet of retail space.
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next submission.
 Among staff’s comments 
are that compliance with the 
Beauregard small area plan 
and associated design guide-
lines for the Town Center 
neighborhood must be en-
sured; the overall open space 
and tree canopy requirements 
must be met; the architecture 

and site plan design needs 
continued study; and there 
must be ongoing coordination 
with the Beauregard Design 
Advisory Committee and resi-
dents.
 Staff said JBG has not 
provided an overall timeline 
for the project, although con-
struction originally was ex-
pected to get underway earlier 
this year.

death of the tree’s branches 
and leaves from the top down 
— and it can take anywhere 
from two to five years for an 
affected tree to die.
 Plus, outside of removing 
a dying tree, treatments are 
expensive and of varying ef-
fectiveness.
 “You can apply a chemical 
systematically into the tree, but 
it’s not particularly practical,” 
Noelle said. “It’s a method that 
requires the treatment of one 
tree at a time. It also becomes a 
question of determining wheth-
er a tree has been infested, and 
at what point can you control 
the insect and still have a tree 
that’s viable?”
 There is no city money spe-
cifically budgeted toward pro-
tecting trees against the ash 
borer, and unlike during the 
gypsy moth infestation of the 

1980s and 1990s, the state has 
not set up a funding stream for 
local governments.
 “Even when the gypsy moth 
was here, we just participated 
in the state program, and never 
did insect applications ourselves 
— it’s not our policy to do that,” 
Noelle said. “So we’re kind of in 
new territory now. How do we 
go about treating an insect that 
can cause significant damage?”
 So the city is using its cur-
rent general tree maintenance 
budget to test chemical treat-
ments of trees to see how ef-
fective they are. Noelle recom-
mended that residents with ash 
trees on their property consider 
chemical treatment as well, if 
the plant is still viable.
 “There is a chemical, imida-
cloprid. It’s a solution, and you 
can do a soil drench with it,” he 
said. “There’s also a process of 
injecting it directly into the tree, 
so the chemical will be taken up 
into the crown. Both seem to be 
effective, although the injection 
may be a little more effective, 
since it will probably get more 
to the point of the tree where 
you need it.”

 

 Fusion Academy is a revo-
lutionary private middle and 
high school where positive 
relationships and one-to-one 
classrooms unlock academic 
potential. This allows us to 
personalize and customize 
the curriculum for each 
student’s unique strengths, 
interests and learning style.
 Our supportive staff and 
campus environment pro-
vide a safe space for students 
to flourish emotionally, so-
cially and academically. It 
includes a state-of-the-art re-
cording studio and a mixed-
media art studio for students 
to express their creativity. 
Students complete all their 

homework on campus in our 
Homework Cafe before they 
leave for the day.
 Classes are offered at 
three levels: essential, col-
lege prep and honors. From 
algebra to yoga and every-
thing in between, we have 
over 450 courses to choose 
from. Students can enroll 
full-time, take classes for 
credit, or utilize our tutoring 
services. Outside of academ-
ics, we partner with outside 
therapeutic professionals to 
support students’ emotional 
health and help foster a bal-
anced life. 
 While it’s impossible to 
put our students into cat-

egories, we generally serve 
students with the following 
backgrounds: ADHD, ac-
celerated/gifted learners, 
dyslexia, dysgraphia and 
learning differences, social 
challenges and social anxi-
ety, or students with chal-
lenging schedules. Students 
who attend Fusion Acad-
emy have one thing in com-
mon: traditional school isn’t 
working. Learn more at 
www.fusionalexandria.com.

FUSION ACADEMY- ALEXANDRIA
333 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
866-350-4678
www.fusionalexandria.com

Fusion Academy – Alexandria
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IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
City council approved the Beauregard small area plan in 2012, with 
the Town Center neighborhood one of seven that comprises that area 
of the West End.
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casademaria01 
@gmail.com
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@ gmail.com
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game [in the third and fourth 
sets],” said Ireton head coach 
Kathy Gutmann. “When we 
play steady and don’t go af-
ter quick points and then drop 
back, we can hang with most 
teams. That’s what we did.
 “Our blocking, which has 
been one of our strengths all sea-
son, had a tough time adjusting 
to the power of their hits. When 
we did in set three, it turned the 
match around. It was sort of like 
a tale of two matches.”
 Claire Farrell led the way for 
the Cardinals with 11 kills at 
right side hitter, while Patacsil 
added 6 kills of her own. But 
outside hitter Maxine Fried-
man made the difference for the 
Knights, leading all players with 
17 kills. O’Connell improved 
its record to 19-2, including an 
8-0 clip in Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference play.
 Meanwhile, the Cardinals 
are 7-2 in WCAC competition, 
good for third place in the con-
ference standings.
 “I knew this was going to 
be a tough match coming in, 
because O’Connell has made 
some adjustments this year 

and put out their two best hit-
ters,” Gutmann said. “I’d prob-
ably say they’re among the 
best hitters in our conference. 
I thought they played a really 
good game.”
 The visitors cruised to an 
early 2-0 lead after winning 
both sets 25-13, but Ireton 
roared back in the subsequent 
two sets. After winning the 
third, Ireton kept pace in the 
fourth and had an opportunity 
to force a deciding fifth set.
 But after the Cardinals went 
on a 4-0 run to cut the deficit to 
23-19, O’Connell regained its 
composure and finished things 
off with Friedman’s final kill of 
the night on match point. Gut-
mann said the team could take 

plenty of lessons from the game 
against one of the best teams in 
the region.
 “When we play steady, control 
the ball, then we do very well,” 
she said. “When we start play-
ing [at] the other team’s tempo, 
we’re not able to maintain that. 
… When we do, we can compete 
with anybody in the conference. 
We’re the top three in the confer-
ence, and [O’Connell head coach 
Mehdi El Alaoui is] just running 
a faster offense, so we have to be 
able to play to that.”
 The Cardinals returned to ac-
tion Wednesday after the Times’ 
print deadline at Holy Cross in 
another WCAC matchup. With 

Cardinals look to regain momentum
SPORTS

SEE IRETON | 13

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
The Bishop Ireton volleyball team lost 3-1 against WCAC rivals O’Connell on Monday night, but it remains in 
a good position in the regular season with a 15-3 record overall.

BI volleyball team  
continues to chase hard 
atop WCAC standings
BY CHRIS TEALE

 With the prospect of a 
straight-sets defeat staring them 
in the face Monday against ri-
vals Bishop O’Connell, the 
Bishop Ireton volleyball team 
needed to dig deep.
 Cardinals middle hitter Tori 
Patacsil won the third set for her 
team with a resounding block 
on an attempted O’Connell kill 

and let out a huge roar, joined 
by a strong home crowd at 
Godley Gym and her delighted 
teammates.
 And while the 25-23 third-
set win wasn’t enough to pre-
vent the Knights winning the 
match 3-1 as they took the de-
cisive fourth set 25-19, it gave 
the hosts hope for the rest of 
the season. The Cardinals’ re-
cord stood at 15-3 at the time 
of writing.
 “We started playing our 

 Our blocking, which has been 
one of our strengths all season, 

had a tough time adjusting to the 
power of their hits. When we did in 
set three, it turned the match around. 
It was sort of like a tale of two matches.”

- Kathy Gutmann, Head coach 
Bishop Ireton volleyball
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“I wish to express my 
sincere gratitude for the 
excellent work you 
have done with my son. 
Not only have his
 academic skills greatly
 improved, his self 
confidence has grown.”

-Ruth H.

SAVE
$150*

(703) 541-2211

SAVE $150 When you call before
August 15

6408 Grovedale Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22310

Accredited by

SAVE
$150*

(703) 541-2211

SAVE $150 When you call before
August 15

6408 Grovedale Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22310

Accredited by

©2015 Huntington Vlark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trade-
marks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the production of, and do not en-
dorse the program.* Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer. HLC1847.3



....WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 29, 2016 | 13 

about a month left in the regular 
season before conference play-
offs and a possible run in the 
Virginia Independent Schools 
Athletic Association state tour-
nament, Gutmann said the team 
is capable of finishing high in 

the WCAC standings and mak-
ing an impact statewide.
 She said Ireton has great 
potential, but has a number of 
things to work on as the season 
wears on.
 “I think they’re capable 
of doing it when we play our 
game,” Gutmann said. 

 “We’re reminding them they 
need to stay positive with each 
other, they need to cheer for 
each other and they need to let 
the last play go when they make 
a mistake. They’ve got to for-
get it rather than be still think-
ing about it. That’s one of the 
things we still have to do.”

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Cardinals middle blocker In-
grid Bayer prepares to serve 
in Ireton’s 3-1 loss against 
O’Connell on Monday night. 
Despite the defeat, BI re-
mains in a good position in 
the WCAC standings with 
less than a month left in the 
regular season.

Titans win thriller 
against Mount Vernon
 The T.C. Williams football 
team came from behind to beat 
Mount Vernon 42-37 last Sat-
urday in its first Patriot Con-
ference game, improving its 
record to 2-2.
 The Majors went ahead 
13-0 at Parker-Gray Stadium in 
the first quarter on two touch-
downs: a run from Ty Turner 
and a pass from Tim Heltzel to 
Darrien Newton. But Akiti Tay-
lor quickly responded with two 
rushing touchdowns for the Ti-
tans, and at the end of the first 
quarter the Titans led 14-13.
 In the second quarter, New-
ton caught two more touchdown 
passes from Heltzel, but the Ti-
tans stayed in the game with an-
other rushing touchdown from 
Taylor and a rushing touchdown 
by Jaren Hillian. At halftime, 
the score was tied at 28.
 After a scoreless third 
quarter, the visitors started 
the fourth with another pass-
ing touchdown from Heltzel 
to Newton, then Sam Renzi 
kicked a field goal to put 
Mount Vernon ahead 37-28.
 But the Titans would not be 
denied, as first Taylor rushed 
in a touchdown, then Hillian 
caught a 13-yard touchdown 
pass from Diondre Charlton. 
The 42-37 win means T.C.’s re-

cord sits at 2-2. The Titans next 
play South County on Saturday.
 Episcopal’s football team 
stayed unbeaten with a 44-14 
victory over local rivals Bish-
op Ireton last Friday. Running 
back Perris Jones rushed for 
three touchdowns for the Ma-
roon against his former team, 
while quarterback Seth Ag-
wunobi threw a touchdown 
pass to Sergio Portobanco and 
Jaden Bailey had a rushing 
touchdown of his own.
 Vincent Notzon returned a 
kickoff for a touchdown while 
Duncan Trau added a field goal 
for the Maroon, who are now 
2-0 and face Collegiate next.
 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes football team holds a 
2-1 overall record after beating 
Potomac 50-29 last Saturday. 
 Brandon Bartley had four 
rushing touchdowns to lead 
the way for the Saints of-
fense, while Chance LeGrand 
added another touchdown on 
the ground. C.J. Lyons con-
nected with Darnell Clem-
ent for a passing touchdown, 
while Lamumba Howard re-
covered a fumble and took 
the ball to the end zone. SS-
SAS will play the 0-4 Bishop 
Ireton on Saturday.

- Chris Teale

IRETON            FROM | 12

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 
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said. “I know having lived 
through the waterfront plan 
[process] that the hotel and the 
retail and restaurant was an 
extremely critical component 
of Robinson Terminal North, 
so my guess is that changing it 
to something that does not in-
clude commercial is probably 
not an easy thing to do.”
 Despite the uncertainty 
around the site, officials said 
they still are hopeful the proj-
ect can move forward in the 
near future.
 “I’d really hate to see a proj-
ect that is too dumbed down,” 
Smedberg said. “It’s too impor-

tant a site for us, and we’re re-
ally looking to have something 
significant on that site we can 
all be proud of. We don’t just 
want a row of townhouses.”
 “When we were doing the 
waterfront plan, I don’t think 
anyone thought that all four 
development projects would be 
under construction at the same 
time: the [Indigo] hotel, Rob-
inson Terminal South, the new 
Old Dominion Boat Club club-
house and Robinson Terminal 
North,” said Landrum. “Three 
of them are under construction 
right now. Perhaps they had the 
momentum and they go first, 
and then Robinson Terminal 
North will be the last piece.”

teract with people for eight, 
10, 12 hours a day.”
 After graduating from the 
police academy, Cook began 
in patrol and criminal investi-
gations with the department.
 But the early 1980s were 
a difficult time in Alexandria 
and the entire D.C. region, as 
the area struggled with the 
widespread use of crack co-
caine and the associated vio-
lence as drug gangs sought to 
assert themselves.
 And while Cook said he 
was not necessarily scared 
of what he might face on the 
job — due to what he called 
the “risk gene” that made him 
more inclined to face such 
tough situations — it was a 
difficult time.
 “The drug violence and the 
drug money drives the violent 
crime,” Cook said. “When you 
see the effect on your citizens 
and what’s going on for those 
people and their families who 
are involved in that, it’s dev-
astating. If you’re working 
the street, you really had to 
be careful. You really had to 
look out, because there were 
so many people who unfortu-
nately were using and addicted 
to the drugs, and there was a lot 
of violence and weapons asso-
ciated with it.”
 Cook’s work in patrol and 

criminal investigations lasted 
until 1989, and over the next six 
years he was promoted several 
times into leadership roles. As 
assistant chief, he managed the 
criminal investigations bureau, 
and three years later he was 
named deputy chief, managing 
the same bureau.
 His elevation to chief came 
under difficult circumstances, 
as former Police Chief David 
Baker resigned in July 2009 
following a drunk-driving ar-
rest. Cook said there was a great 
sadness across the department, 
but officers him helped him get 
acclimated quickly to manage 
more than 400 uniformed and 
civilian personnel.
 “I wanted the opportunity 
to lead this organization,” 
Cook said. “Ultimately, you 
want to see whether or not you 
can effect positive change and 
continuity and build on what 
you have. The challenge of that 
is what was attractive to me.”
 As chief, Cook presided over 
a sustained reduction in violent 
crime and led the organization 
through a number of high-pro-
file homicide investigations. 
 On each anniversary of the 
2003 slaying of Nancy Dun-
ning, Cook said it would not 
become a cold case, and he 
eventually was vindicated as 
Charles Severance was convict-
ed in November 2015 for killing 
Dunning, piano teacher Ruth-

anne Lodato and transportation 
planner Ronald Kirby.
 Despite those achieve-
ments, as well as officially 
opening the department’s new 
headquarters and unveiling a 
memorial last year dedicated to 
the 18 police officers killed in 
the line of duty, Cook refused 
to take credit for anything.
 “I can’t think of a time when 
something happened for the 
department that wasn’t part of 
the collective,” he said. “You 
really don’t get true success in 
this type of organization if col-
lectively you aren’t working and 
pulling in the same direction. I 
can’t think of a single thing that 
I would say that without some-
one with the proper guidance 
and not getting in their way, that 
we couldn’t have achieved.”
 City Manager Mark Jinks 
intends to have a permanent 
successor in place by the end 
of the year, and Cook said he 
expects the department to con-
tinue its good work, regardless 
of who takes over.
 “Whoever the next chief is 
will come into a well-run police 
department because of the people 
who are running it, not because 
of the chief of police,” Cook 
said. “We’ve got great staff, we 
hire good people, we try and 
keep a responsible accountable 
police force, and at the same 
time people are hopefully en-
joying doing this type of work.”

Fall in love
with your
body this
season...

and join us on Oct. 5th!

Fall in love  
with your body 
this season ...
Join us Wednesday,  
Oct. 5th from 5-7pm!

516 Oronoco St., Alexandria, VA  22314 
703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com
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FREE RAFFLE SPECIAL
Be sure to bring your friends 
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We’ve Donated Over $55,000 
to National Breast Cancer 

Foundation, Inc.®

EXPERIENCE THE DRIVE-THRU OIL CHANGE

Locations
On Back!

$15 OFF *

Synthetic Blend Or  
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Includes up to 5 quarts of motor oil, 
 filter, lube and maintenance check. *Off regular price. 
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Good at participating locations.   
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NEW
CUSTOMER

BONUS

COOK                FROM | 6ROBINSON         FROM | 8



Theodore Thorpe III inspires students to soar 
T.C. choir director demands 
discipline while providing 
inspiration, opportunities
BY JENNIFER POWELL

 Theodore Thorpe III is now 
in his seventh season as the 
director of choral activities at 
T.C. Williams High School. 
Thorpe is widely regarded as 
a disciplinarian who gets the 
most out of performances from 
students.
 The T.C. choir recently sang 
at the biggest of stages: the 
opening ceremony for Smith-
sonian’s new National Museum 

of African American History 
and Culture. But the man who 
orchestrated the 200-member 
performance with only a few 
weeks to prepare was modest 
despite the plaudits.
 “I’d like to say the choirs 
have done great things and 
they’ve tolerated me as their 
leader,” he said.
 T.C. Williams represents 
Thorpe’s first public school 
teaching position after stints 
at private schools and the 
Washington Youth Choir, a 
regional after-school group. It 

was there that Thorpe met and 
befriended Joyce Garrett, who 
founded the organization after 
retiring from teaching in D.C. 
Public Schools and leading 
the Eastern High School choir 
for 30 years.
 When Don Mischer Pro-
ductions, who organized the 
museum’s opening festivities, 
called Garrett looking for a 
youth choir, she called Thorpe 
and local gospel group leader 
Patrick Lundy to put together 
a group made up of students 
from T.C., Walter Johnson 

High School in Bethesda and 
Suitland High School.
 “This was such an incred-
ible experience,” Thorpe said 
after the performance. “We 
feel honored to be selected 
to be a part of it. I am truly 
proud of the way our students 
perform and rise to every 
challenge.”
 Thorpe’s own music ca-
reer almost wasn’t. His par-
ents were both musicians in 
their own right — his father 
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[When] I got 
here ... I said to 

the administration, 
‘If you let me do it my 
way, I promise you 
within a couple years 
we will turn this pro- 
gram around and we 
will make this choir 
not just a staple, but 
a monument in this 
community.’”

- Theodore Thorpe III
Choir director, T.C. Williams

SEE THORPE | 20
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A ‘magnificent’ escape
‘Magnificent Seven’ is a 
serviceable remake
BY RICHARD ROEPER

 What with all the shootin’ 
and the stabbin’ and the bow-
and-arrowin’ and the killin’ in 
“The Magnificent Seven,” per-
haps the most remarkable thing 
about the film:
 It’s rated PG-13 for “ex-
tended and intense sequences 
of Western violence, and for 
historical smoking, some lan-
guage and suggestive material.”
 Ah, Western violence and 
historical smoking. Got it. Does 
your film get a different rating 
if it contains modern violence 
and present-day smoking?
 Of course, if Antoine 
Fuqua’s bullet-riddled remake 
of John Sturges’ great 1960 
Western — which of course 
was a reimagined take on Kuro-
sawa’s classic “Seven Samurai” 
— had included naked breasts 
and/or multiple f-bombs, it 
would have been slapped with 
an R rating.
 But hundreds of violent 
deaths without any nudity or 
big-time swearing? Then you’re 
good to go with that PG-13.
 Stay warped, MPAA.
 Not that I’m offended by 
the ear-splitting, body-spilling, 
town-destroying gunplay in 
“The Magnificent Seven.” This 
ain’t pattycakes — nor is it par-
ticularly insightful or memo-
rable as anything more than 
escapist entertainment. (With 
just a touch of commentary on 
modern-day politics.)
 Over all, this is a rous-
ing, albeit sometimes cheesy, 
action-packed Western bol-
stered by Denzel Washing-
ton’s baddest-of-the-badasses 
lead performance, mostly fine 
supporting work, and yep, 
some of the most impressive-
ly choreographed extended 
shootout sequences in recent 
memory.
 Saddle up and shoot ‘em up. 

That’s your movie right there.
 “The Magnificent Seven” is 
set in the mining town of Rose 
Creek in 1879. The normally 
reliable Peter Sarsgaard wildly 
overplays his role as the per-
petually sweating, squinting, 
sociopathic robber baron Bar-
tholomew Bogue. This guy’s so 
evil he waits until half the town 
is meeting in the church, just so 

he and his henchmen can saunter 
in and he can offer $20, take it or 
leave it, for every parcel of land, 
slap around the preacher and gun 
down a few innocent folks.
 Hiss! Boo!
 Washington plays it cool 
and calm as Sam Chisolm, who 
dresses in black from his hat to 
his boots, is faster on the draw 
than anyone in the West, and 
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makes it a point to announce 
to anyone who will listen he’s 
not a bounty hunter — he’s a 
duly appointed officer of the 
court in multiple states, tasked 
with bringing in murderers and 
thieves, for a price, of course.
 When Haley Bennett’s 
obligatory Plucky Grieving 
Widow throws a sack of money 
at Chisolm and asks him to save 

the town of Rose Creek, Chi-
solm could just take the money 
and run, but he’s a man with a 
sense of justice, so he recruits a 
half-dozen rogues, including:
 Chris Pratt’s wisecracking, 
hard-drinking Irish gunman 
Josh Faraday; Ethan Hawke’s 
ridiculously named sharpshoot-
er Goodnight Robicheaux and 
his loyal sidekick, the almost as 
ridiculously named Billy Rocks 
(South Korean star Byung-hun 
Lee); Manuel Garcia-Rulfo’s 
devil-may-care Vasquez; Mar-
tin Sensmeier’s Native Ameri-
can warrior Red Harvest; and 
Vincent D’Onofrio’s overgrown 
mountain man Jack Horne.
 Some of the Seven-sters get 
more screen time and character 
development than others. We 
don’t learn all that much about 
Vasquez or Billy Rocks or Red 
Harvest. It’s fun to see Wash-
ington and Hawke in a Fuqua-
directed film some 15 years 
after “Training Day.” Hawke’s 
Robicheaux is a relatively com-
plex character in a film that 
decidedly isn’t about character 
development.
 Pratt’s performance as the 
cocky Faraday is underwhelm-
ing. A lot of bluster and smirk-
ing with few payoffs — and a 
climactic scene that felt pre-
dictable and ridiculous, even 
for an over-the-top Western.
 But I did marvel at Fuqua’s 
ability to stage a number of ac-
tion sequences, each one big-
ger, bolder, louder and more 
impressive than the one before. 
There’s a lot of good old-fash-
ioned stunt work and practical 
effects on display here, most 
of it seriously impressive. (On 
occasion, it’s almost comically 
obvious we’re watching stunt 
performers and not Washing-
ton et al. performing amazing 
horseback riding feats.)
 Also, stick around for the 
closing credits. Man did I love 
the closing credits.

PHOTOS/SONY PICTURES 
Antoine Fuqua’s latest film, a remake of the classic western “The Magnificent Seven,” is chock full of 
great action sequences, even if the acting doesn’t always measure up.
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Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m., noon to 
1:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: 703-746-4848

ART ON THE AVENUE A multi-
cultural arts festival celebrating 
the community’s diversity through 
the arts in Del Ray. Visitors will 
see over 300 artists, musicians 
and food vendors, with kids activi-
ties on offer too. The event takes 
place rain or shine.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.visitdelray.com

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA The city’s lo-
cal orchestra opens its 73rd 
season with a performance of 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3, with 
James E. Ross serving as guest 
conductor. Tickets range from $20 
to $80 for adults, $5 for children 
and $10 for students.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, 4915 E. Campus 
Drive
Information: 703-548-0885 or 
www.alexsym.org

October 2
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
A service to celebrate the animals 
of the world, including our pets. 
Attendees are asked to bring their 
pets in a carrier or on a leash, and 
encouraged to bring a water bowl 
to donate to A Forever Home Dog 
Rescue.
Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Location: Front Lawn of Fairling-
ton Presbyterian Church, 3846 
King St.
Information: 703-931-7344

October 5
LECTURE: THE JOURNAL 
OF ANNE READING Margaret 
Irwin will discuss Anne Reading’s 
life while dressed as a Civil War 
nurse, including her early training 
and work in the Crimea with Flor-
ence Nightingale, her later service 
in the Mansion House Hospital 
and some of her life after the war. 
Irwin will sign copies of her book 
following the program.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

October 6
FALL CONCERT AT THE 
LLOYD HOUSE A free concert 
featuring music from Bob Zentz 
and Jeanne MacDougal. Tours of 
the house are available during the 
event.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

October 7
BLESSED SACRAMENT CON-
CERT The Blessed Sacrament 
Festival Orchestra will be joined 
by organist Ann Carney for the 
Suite for Organ & Strings by Ottori-
no Respighi. Also included are the 
Serenades for Strings by Dvorak 
and Elgar. The concert is free but 
contributions are welcome.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org or 703-998-
6100 ext. 103

October 8
APOTHECARY OPEN HOUSE 
In recognition of October’s des-
ignation as National Pharmacy 
Month, the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum will host a 
free open house.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or 
www.apothecarymuseum.org

October 15
FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL A fam-
ily event featuring fall activities 
such as scarecrow making, pump-
kin and face painting, arts and 
crafts, exhibitors, food vendors, 
puppet show, pony rides and a live 
band performance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe 
Park, 520 Cameron Station 
Boulevard
Information: 703-746-5592

JAVA JOLT LECTURE: THE 
OCTAGON HOUSE Julia Clay-
pool discusses the octagon house 
that used to stand on the site of 
the First Baptist Church on King 
Street. For its short existence, the 
unique house played a remark-
able role during a turbulent time in 
Alexandria’s history. Admission is 
free, reservations required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite 
#327
Information: 703-746-4399

“WE’VE BEEN BURNED”: 
FIREFIGHTING IN THE CIVIL 
WAR A walking tour that will ex-
plore firefighting during the Union 
occupation. Were firefighters 
allowed out after curfew? What 
happened to the firehouses and 
equipment? These questions and 
many others will be answered as 
tour participants visit the site of 
four local fire houses and learn a 
great deal of firefighting and Civil 
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Now through Oct 31
A DREAM WITHIN A DREAM: 
MADNESS Local production 
company Through the 4th Wall 
under commission by the Torpedo 
Factory Artists’ Association stages 
the next evolution of their award-
winning original immersive play 
about writer Edgar Allan Poe.
Time: 8 p.m. each night, 8 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. October 31
Location: Torpedo Factory Arts 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofac-
tory.org/poe

Thursday, Sept 29
FALL CONCERT AT THE 
LLOYD HOUSE A free concert 
featuring music from Dry Mill 
Road. Tours of the house are avail-
able during the event.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

Sept 30-Oct 8
LIVE MUSIC WEEK The second 
annual Alexandria Live Music 
Week, presented by Alexandria 
Live and On Tap Magazine, is a 
citywide music event featuring 
Alexandria’s diverse music scene 
and musicians, as well the clubs, 
bars, restaurants, shops and 
venues that feature and promote 
live music in Alexandria. This year 
there will be over 50 participat-
ing venues and over 300 perfor-
mances.
Time: Various
Location: Various throughout 
Alexandria
Information: 703-439-8487 or 
www.livemusicweek.com

Saturday, October 1
CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS FIGHT-
ING IN STYLE Interpreters 
dressed in several major types of 
Civil War uniforms will describe 
the evolution, symbolism and 
styles of military clothing of the 
time. A tour of some uniform 
jackets and clothing accessories 
on exhibit from the Fort Ward col-
lection will also be featured. SEE CALENDAR | 21

A Party to Murder                       10/22 - 11/12
It’s Halloween and six people have 
come to play a murder-mystery game 
for laughs and soon, their lives. 
LTA audiences are treated to rising 
tensions, secret passage- 
ways, incriminating letters,
corpses, and a 25-year-old
unsolved mystery that …
well, we don’t want to give
away the unexpected and
terrifying conclusion.

Coming soon

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com

FALL THEATER CLASSES
Happening 

Now!
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Beautifully renovated detached home 
in southeast Old Town
 Built in 1870, this three-bedroom, 
two and a half bathroom home has 
two finished levels.
 The house in the heart of Old Town 
has an open floor plan with a large liv-
ing room, gas fireplace and plenty of 
natural light with windows on all sides.
 The open kitchen and dining room 
features French doors that lead to a love-
ly yard with patio and garden. A bonus 
room on main level is a great exercise or 
all-purpose room.
 On the upper level, the master suite 
has a new en suite bathroom. Entertain 
guests with two additional bedrooms, a 
hall bathroom and laundry. This house 
is just blocks from Old Town’s shops 
and restaurants and the Potomac River.

Water stains concealed during 
pre-sale home inspection

18

Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off if the work 

is performed between December 2016 and March 2017.
703-684-7702

BY HENRI DE MARNE

 Q: We closed on a house 
about a month ago and when 
we moved in, we noticed these 
wet stains around the walls. 
When we had our inspection, 
there were shelves around 
them, so the inspector only 
pointed out the efflorescence 
on the wall he could see. It has 
rained several times and no 
water entered the basement. 
However, we are bothered by 

the stains and wonder what 
the best solution could be. One 
part of the stain in particu-
lar feels moist but no water is 
coming out. There are shrubs 
outside, not sure if it could be 
caused by that.
 A: A professional home in-
spection does not require the 
inspector to move any furni-
ture or other personal effects, 
in spite of the fact that they may 
hide a significant problem and 

may have been placed there to 
do just that.
 Years ago, a buyer sued a 
certified home inspector when 
the sellers had moved out of the 
house and the buyers discov-
ered that a block wall had sig-
nificant cracks. At the time of 
the inspection, that block wall 
was entirely covered with fire-
wood stacked high, a fact cor-
roborated by photos.
 I was hired as an expert wit-

ness in a litigation case against 
that inspector, citing the stan-
dards of practice of the first 
and foremost home inspection 
association to which both of us 
belonged.
 Your inspector mentioned 
the efflorescence, so I assume 
that he explained to you what 
efflorescence is and what it 
means — moisture penetration 
— followed by an explanation 
of what is causing the moisture, 

an inspection of the outside to 
determine the source, and what 
can and should be done about it. 
That would be standard practice.
 Looking at the photos you 
have sent, I do not see any 
visible cracks in the block 
walls, but there are a lot of 
moisture stains and eff lores-
cence, which indicate that 
moisture is actively working 
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PHOTOS/SHOOT & SHOWCASE

This fabulous detached home (right) sits in the sought-after south-
eastern quadrant of Old Town. The house features a deep private 
rear yard (above) with perennial gardens, slate patio, foot path and 
custom shed.

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

At a Glance:
Location: 718 S. Fairfax St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $859,000

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year built: 1870
Square footage: 1,500
Lot size: 1,800 square feet

Contact: Christine Garner, 
Weichert Realtors, 
703-587-4855, 
www.christinegarner.com,  
christine@christinegarner.com

HOME OF THE WEEK



surrounding walls. This tells me 
that there is negative grade from 
settlement at the bulkhead, as is 
often the case. There is also ef-
florescence on the blocks of the 
steps, suggesting that they are 
subjected to moisture as well as 
the walls.
 If you have no gutters, ei-
ther have some installed or set 
masonry units (concrete patio 
blocks, not bricks) flush with 
the sloping grade at the roof’s 
drip line.
 Look critically at the grade 
where there are shrubs. It may 
be possible to add soil between 
them and the foundation if there 
is enough clearance from any 

wood siding or trim. Be careful 
not to harm the shrubs by add-
ing soil to their root system.
 If this is impossible to do, 
the alternative is to relocate the 
shrubs a few feet away from the 
foundation at a level that would 
not provide an obstacle to prop-
er drainage.
 When all of this is done, the 
blocks should eventually dry. 
The efflorescence, basically 
salts commonly found in all 
masonry products, dissolved 
by the moisture penetration and 
left on the surface as the water 
that dissolved them dries out, 
can easily be brushed off; it is 
harmless.

its way from the outside.
 It is likely that the evident 
moisture penetration is due to 
some grading issues around the 
foundation. The shrubbery may 
be part of the problem.
 The grade should be sloping 
gently away from the founda-
tion, and best practice is to grow 
a healthy stand of grass. Foun-
dation plantings, particularly if 
mulched, are often responsible 
for foundation leakage.
 There are also indications 
that there has been leakage by 
the basement window. This 
may also be due to poor grad-
ing around a window well. It 
also appears as if the block wall 
below the window is stained 
with chalking white paint from 
the window frame, which may 
indicate that the well has been 
filling with water at some time. 
If you have no gutters, roof wa-
ter may dump more water in the 
well than the soil can absorb 
in a timely manner. A window 
well cover should help.
 One of the photos shows a 
set of block steps. I assume that 
they lead to an exterior bulk-
head since there are heavy signs 
of moisture at the base of the 
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PHOTO/HENRI DE MARNE
Homebuyers discovered these stains only after moving into the property. During a pre-sale inspec-
tion, shelving had covered them.

STOCK PHOTO
Placing shrubs right up against basement walls could be a possible 
culprit for interior water damage.

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org

When Seashell’s time 
was up at another shelter, 
we knew we could find 
her a wonderful forever 
home because she’s so 
sweet! Are you looking for 
a kissable kitty to fill your 
heart and home? Email us 
for more information. We 
are open this Saturday and 
Sunday; 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Sassy Seashell



241 S. Van Dorn St. Alexandria, Virginia 22304
Phone: (703) 746-9054  |  www.lostiosgrill.com

Fine Tex-Mex & Salvadorean Food
2nd Location now open 
   in Van Dorn Plaza !

was a former conductor and 
choral master, and his mother 
was a leading soprano who 
sang at Carnegie Hall. Music 
was woven in the background 
of his family.
 Thorpe studied piano from 
the age of 4 and practiced 
the instrument until he was 
a teenager. Then he took a 
slight detour.
 “I went to college to study 
biology,” he said. “I was a bi-
ology major before I made the 
switch to become a music ma-
jor. I still kept my biology and 
it became my minor.
 “I actually got into dental 

school. I was on my way to go 
to dental school — there were 
several schools I was look-
ing at — and I just decided 
to make the switch and go to 
grad school for music and pur-
sue my passion.”
 Thorpe’s said when he ar-
rived at T.C. Williams in 2010, 
the school’s choir program was 
sorely lacking.
 “[When] I got here and 
when I was interviewed, I said 
to the administration, ‘If you 
let me do it my way, I promise 
you within a couple years we 
will turn this program around 
and we will make this choir 
not just a staple, but a monu-
ment in this community.’ It is 

COURTESY PHOTOS

The discipline Theodore Thorpe III insists on with his choir serves students well in competitions and 
has become a trademark of the T.C. Williams choir’s performances. Thorpe’s Spring 2016 choir per-
formed at the prestigious Fiesta-val Competition (top) in Myrtle Beach, S.C. last spring. Thorpe poses 
with his students (above), who went on to sweep the competition in multiple categories and received 
Fiesta-val’s Grand Champion Trophy for best overall combined scores. 
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interesting. I always say that 
you have to break a culture to 
build one,” he said. “When I 
got here in 2010, there were 
maybe 30-plus students in 
the entire choir. And you’re 
talking about a school with 
well over 3,000 students. 
Less than 1 percent was in 
the choral program. Many 
students didn’t even know 
there was a choir here.”
 But building up the choir 
program was difficult, Thor-
pe said. He had to instill the 
discipline required for choral 
performances. But students 
quickly came around to the 
idea.

 “I think students love struc-
ture — they need structure, 
they want it,” Thorpe said. “Be-
cause we’re not only preparing 
them to be great musicians, 
but we’re preparing them to be 
contributors to society. Much 
of what they learn in this class-
room is more than music. 
 “They learn a lot of life 
skills, they learn how to inter-
act with someone who looks 
different than you, that comes 
from a different background 
from a different culture, how 
to work with people. These are 
the life skills that are transfer-
rable once they walk across that 
stage.”

 Thorpe considers the yearly 
pyramid concert, where local 
elementary and middle school 
students get to sing with the 
T.C. choir, as one of the most 
important concerts and one of 
his best recruiting tools.
 “The pyramid concert has 
been a staple of what we do, 
even before I got here. It in 
many ways is a way to get the 
kinks out of our festival mu-
sic we are getting ready to be 
adjudicated on without fear of 
a grade,” Thorpe said. “It’s a 
wonderful way to bring the 
community together and to 
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show that there’s another level 
to achieve from the elementa-
ry honors choir to the middle 
school to the high school.
 “It has been one of the best 
concerts that we could put on 
here in the community because 
it brings everybody together.”
 Becky Santana, president 
of the T.C. Williams Choir 
Boosters said Thorpe brings 
out the best in his students, 
who reflect the school’s di-
verse and distinctive culture. 
She described him as a posi-
tive role model who “culti-
vates the choir’s dedication 
and teamwork to create their 
award winning choral sound.”
 And Zach McEvoy, student 
president of the T.C. choir, said 
Thorpe has a knack for helping 
students develop both musi-
cally and as people.
 “Over the past four years, 
I have experienced and wit-
nessed Mr. Thorpe help many 
students find their voice,” 
McEvoy said. “We are very 
fortunate to have him as our 
choir director.”
 Thorpe’s choir students 
have gotten accustomed to 
having unique opportunities.
 “These kids have performed 
for the president of the United 
States, this is not just the first 
time,” he said. “Christmas in 
Washington is another produc-

tion that they perform for the 
president. They have also per-
formed with today’s notable 
pop stars, from Justin Bieber 
to Mariah Carey to Beyonce to 
Darius Rucker. Many of them 
are used to that, though in the 
beginning there was a lot of 
star-struckness.”
 But chances to perform for 
politicians or sing with the 
stars mean a lot of hard work, 
Thorpe stressed.
 “One of our staples is work 
ethic over talent,” he said. 
“That is the biggest thing be-
cause it takes a lot of work. 
I’d much rather have a student 
who is not as talented but is 
willing to work twice as hard. 
That fits into our staple of dis-
cipline. It does require their 
focus and their work three 
days a week.”
 Aside from the goals he 
sets for his students, Thorpe 
is working on a book, “Sev-
en Keys to Choral Success: 
Breaking a Culture to Build 
One.” And he always is work-
ing to make the school’s choral 
program even larger.
 “In a school of 3,000 stu-
dents, we really should have 
300 [singers], or 10 percent 
of the population,” he said. 
“Right now it’s about 115. I’m 
excited that it tripled in num-
ber from 30 to where it is now. 
But there is even more room 
for growth.”
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War history.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/friendshipfirehouse

October 20
OPEN DOORS TO INDEPEN-
DENCE BREAKFAST Enjoy a 
free, hot breakfast and hear cur-
rent and former clients of Commu-
nity Lodgings share their stories 
— their struggles, their determina-
tion to change their lives for the 
better, and their ultimate victory 
as they achieved self-sufficiency.
Time: 8 to 9 a.m.
Location: Holiday Inn and Suites, 
625 First St.
Information: www.community-
lodgings.org

October 20-23
FALL BOOK SALES The Friends 
of the Beatley Central Library will 
hold their fall book sale, with all 
items $3 or less, unless specifical-
ly marked. Items on sale include 
hardbacks, paperbacks, children’s 
books and audio-visual items.
Time: Thursday 10 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 
1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Cen-
tral Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

October 22
THE GENERAL’S TOUR A 
guided walking tour of Robert E. 
Lee sites that highlights loca-
tions and stories associated with 
the Confederate general’s life in 
Alexandria. The tour will last ap-

proximately 90 minutes. Advance 
tickets cost $10 online, or $15 on 
the door.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

October 25
LECTURE: CAN’T WE GET 
ALONG? While many people look 
back to the “good old days” when 
everyone got along, it is interest-
ing to note that over time George 
Washington completely severed 
his relationship with five famous 
Virginians. In this lecture, the fo-
cus will be on James Madison and 
James Monroe.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

Oct 27-Nov 10
VETERANS BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the 
Veterans Ball on November 12, 
learn 18th-century English country 
dancing from expert dance instruc-
tors. Admission costs $12 per class 
or $30 for all three classes.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

October 29
GHOSTS AND GRIEF TOURS 
Celebrate Halloween with a look 
at Victorian mourning traditions 
coupled with stories of supernatu-
ral encounters. Learn more about 
the rituals and customs behind 
our modern day funeral practices. 
Customs such as draping the 
mirrors, how long a widow would 

mourn for her husband or children, 
social expectations and dress will 
be explored.
Time: Tours start 7, 7:30, 8, 8:30 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

October 30
DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PA-
RADE Don your best Halloween 
costume and join thousands of 
participants in one of Del Ray’s fa-
vorite traditions. Children, pets and 
strollers in costumes are invited to 
march in the 20th annual parade 
and show off their finest and scari-
est Halloween garb, with prizes in 
different categories.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon and 
Commonwealth avenues
Information: www.visitdelray.com
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 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000
Sept 

                             ----------               

   29             LUNA  Britta 
PhilliPs

 30    A’NGELA WINBUSH

 Oct 2     EL DeBARGE
 6 DAVID BROMBERG’S BIG BAND

“Bucket List Birthday Bash!”
with special guests Larry Campbell & Teresa Williams

 7 funky METERS 7come11

 9     The Whispers

 11 RICHARD THOMPSON (Solo Acoustic) Sam 
Amidon

12 Asleep At The Wheel Purple 
Hulls  

14&15 ERIC ROBERSON w/D Maurice

16       KEIKO MATSUI
 18                  The Return of

SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS
19&20 AVERY*SUNSHINE
 21  RODNEY CROWELL
22   RAVEN’S NIGHT

“CELESTIAL BODIES”

23     BRIAN McKNIGHT

26             

 27 AOIFE O’DONOVAN & WILLIE WATSON

28          HIROSHIMA

29   TOM PAXTON &
JOHN McCUTCHEON
31 

Nov 1 SUZANNE VEGA Teddy
Thompson

 2&3 BRIAN CULBERTSON ‘FUNK
Tour’

4 DELBERT McCLINTON 
Brian
Dunne

5                   20 Year Reunion

PAT McGEE BAND 
All Original

Members + Guests

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm
                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm

                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.
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Our View

Your Views

Cook represents the 
best of Alexandria
 As Police Chief Earl Cook prepares to hang up his Al-
exandria Police Department uniform for the last time this 
week, it’s worth taking some time to consider the impact he 
has made on the city over his nearly four decades of service.
 Born and raised in Alexandria, Cook was a member of 
the famed 1971 “Remember the Titans” football team and 
graduated from T.C. Williams. And although he went away 
to attend Duke University, he said he always planned to 
return to the city and give back to a community he loved.
 And return he did, enrolling in the police department’s 
academy in 1979. Since then, Cook has seen everything — 
from drug epidemics and homicides to the broad daylight 
shooting of a police officer — and has handled it all with 
composure and leadership.
 Although Cook rose through the ranks over the decades, 
it wasn’t until 2009 that he was appointed to be the first 
black police chief in the department’s history. The agency 
was dealing with the fallout of the resignation of Cook’s 
predecessor following a drunk-driving arrest, but Cook 
quickly proved to be up to the challenge of running a police 
force responsible for the safety of a population of 150,000.
 Cook became known for his involvement in the commu-
nity. Each year, he reminded residents that detectives still 
were actively investigating the 2003 slaying of Nancy Dun-
ning until Charles Severance was arrested and convicted 
last year in connection with the murders of Dunning, Ron-
ald Kirby and Ruthanne Lodato. And he was always quick 
to brief the community and hear their concerns after other 
violent crimes as well.
 Residents also have known Cook for his hands-on ap-
proach. When a restaurant employee recently refused to 
serve one of his officers, Cook went to the business himself 
to handle the situation. And a former Times editor once 
recounted how when he got into a minor car accident in the 
city, Cook stopped by the scene of the crash to make sure 
he was OK.
 And in an era where police shootings of black suspects 
has drawn greater scrutiny, unlike police chiefs in other ju-
risdictions, Cook has erred on the side of transparency.
 After city police shot and killed Taft Sellers at the end 
of an armed standoff in 2013, Cook ordered an investiga-
tion, and afterward held community meetings to discuss 
the findings with residents.
 Cook represents both the best in policing and the best 
of Alexandria. His love for the city is clear both from the 
length of his tenure in service to it, and how he goes about 
his job.
 As City Manager Mark Jinks continues his search for 
the city’s next police chief — and as Deputy Chief David 
Huchler serves in the role temporarily — he should look for 
someone with the same qualities of hard work, transparency 
and community involvement that Cook personifies.
 These are very big shoes to fill, but they are ones that 
Cook deserves to be able to finally take off.
 Thank you, Chief.

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

In defense of “Johnny Come Latelies”
To the editor:
 I want to start by stating 
my love for this community. 
My first experience in Al-
exandria was back in 1979, 
when I was on my way to an 
internship in France. I never 
really believed my life would 
bring me back to this com-
munity some 34 years later, 
but here I am.
 The culture, people and 
experiences in this commu-
nity are all wonderful. In 
fact, one of the owners of the 
company I worked for back 
then came and visited this 
fine city, commenting how 
Old Town made them think 
of Quebec. I have been to a 
lot of places in my lifetime 
and am glad to call this town 
home.
 It is amazing to see two 
items divide this communi-
ty: bicycles and Confederate 
history. Let me confess right 
now, I ride a bicycle in town, 

on trails, and to work when I 
don’t ride Metro. Let me also 
state, I stop at all Stop signs.
 I have seen my share 
of cyclists believe they are 
above the law and fail to stop 
at signs and lights every time 
I ride. But I also see drivers 
who also believe they are 
above the law, rolling to stop, 
not stopping, failing to yield 
and running me off the road.
 Now that I have that off 
my chest, let me get to the 
comment that recently set me 
to wondering, who does Greg 
Paspatis think he is (“Chang-
ing street names would des-
ecrate Alexandria’s history,” 
September 22)? Paspatis 
described some residents as 
“Johnny Come Latelies.”
 Some of us find offense 
in people who wish to ex-
press themselves as “long 
time residents” and therefore 
feel they have the sole right 
to tell everyone else how to 

live. First, I don’t think the 
laws state only the old timers 
get to make the rules. Sec-
ondly, maybe we should look 
outside our neighborhoods 
and take in the experiences 
from around the country and 
around the world.
 There are lots of things 
to be learned from some-
one who has different ex-
periences than you. While I 
was growing up in the late 
1960s and 1970s, our school 
district hired only from out-
side the community. They 
thought it would be good to 
learn from people who had 
different experiences and 
life challenges.
 I’m sorry to see that most 
schools today like to hire lo-
cals, so children only hear 
the same things their parents 
heard. What a missed oppor-
tunity to educate our people 
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Confederate statue is intended 
to depict regret

Moving statue amounts to 
moving a gravestone

To the editor:
 I am the granddaugh-
ter of Richard Norris 
Roland, Sr. who was an 
Alexandria resident who 
chose to fight for the 
Confederacy, and I lived 
in the city for many years. 
Who better than I to talk 
about the “Appomattox” 
statue, which is indeed a 
monument to regret, not 
glory.
 The soldier depicted 
represents the many lost 
lives of not only Confed-
erate soldiers but all the 
fathers, brothers, uncles 
and friends who lost their 
lives during the Civil War, 
many of whom were actu-
ally Union soldiers.
 My grandfather was 
part of the movement to 

erect “Appomattox” and I 
recall these stories being 
discussed at the dining 
room table all those years 
ago, including such things 
as Appomattox and the 
statue’s true meaning.
 My grandfather had 
brothers who fought for 
the Union — one brother 
never spoke to my grand-
father again because he 
chose to fight for the Con-
federacy. I feel city council 
has no respect for my heri-
tage or the many men who 
lost their lives.
 I actually met with 
Mayor Allison Silberberg 
some months ago and she 
told me, my daughter and 
granddaughter that the 
statue didn’t really mean 
anything to her. I find it 

very interesting that she 
and others on city council 
are not even from Alex-
andria.
 The “Appomattox” sol-
dier isn’t armed, he is a 
man of peace. That was 
the intent: to remember the 
men who lost their lives 
during the war, both Union 
and Confederate soldiers. 
I have a hard time under-
standing why city council 
would go against their own 
committee, which recom-
mended to leave the statue 
alone.
 It clearly demonstrates 
they have their own agen-
da, and it is not to listen to 
the residents or the people 
it matters most too.

- Marion Roland Conrad 
Virginia Beach

To the editor:
 I find city council’s ill-
advised unanimous vote 
to move the “Appomattox” 
statue and the remarks 
by some city councilors 
during the hearing on the 
matter offensive.
 The statue stands 
where it is today because 
that location has a con-
nection to the dead it 
commemorates. In that re-
spect, and in being supe-
rior representative art, it is 
like the Edmondson Sis-
ters statue just off Duke 
Street opposite the Whole 
Foods Market.
 The Edmondson sisters 
were young slave women 
who worked at the Bruin 
Slave Jail where the statue 
now stands. Freeing them 
became an abolitionist 
cause. One of the reasons 
given for the special ef-
forts on their behalf was 
that they were good Chris-

tians whose slave master 
might force them to com-
mit sinful acts.
 I volunteered to work 
on the preparations for 
the inauguration of Freed-
men’s Cemetery, so I 
learned a little about the 
people interred there. They 
were Christians buried in 
the Christian religion by 
a Union Army chaplain. 
As we know, Christianity 
stresses forgiveness as an 
essential virtue. 
 The “Appomattox” stat-
ue is basically a beautiful 
substitute for a grave mark-
er for young men who left 
home and were never able 
to return. It is mournful, as 
benefits a tombstone. We 
should not rewrite epitaphs, 
nor should we move tomb-
stones.
 If city council tru-
ly wanted to make real 
and meaningful amends 
for injustice to African 

Americans and others, 
they could go to work try-
ing to improve Virginia’s 
retrograde voter ID laws. 
I know that would be hard 
from a seat on the Alexan-
dria City Council. Order-
ing the moving of a tomb-
stone is so much easier.
 I believe that all those 
who lived and died in tur-
bulent times deserve to be 
remembered with a burial 
marker. At the Freedmen’s 
Cemetery, a wall with 
the names of those bur-
ied there taken from the 
Union chaplain’s record 
book substitutes for indi-
vidual tombstones.
 The “Appomattox” stat-
ue substitutes as a tomb-
stone for young men who 
never came home. They 
all played a part in our his-
tory and all deserve to be 
remembered.

 - Katy Cannady
Alexandria

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

 Maya Angelou once wrote, 
“What you’re supposed to do 
when you don’t like a thing is 
change it. If you can’t change it, 
change the way you think about it. 
Don’t complain.” 
 City management issues are 
complex. There are no quick 
fixes, and even the best solutions 
may have tradeoffs or unintended 
consequences. Problem solving 
takes careful study and 
forward thinking. Those 
who sit on the sidelines 
and write NIMBY let-
ters to the editor make 
for curious reading, but 
they don’t move things 
forward.
 Alexandria and oth-
er high-growth areas 
universally have the same diffi-
cult conversations about traffic, 
parking, rising rents and devel-
opment. As frustrating as these 
challenges might seem, they are 
infinitely preferable to the dire 
circumstances of communities 
that are on the decline with no 
hope in sight.
 Cities and their business dis-
tricts are either growing or wan-
ing. We all can agree that we 
want Alexandria to prosper, so we 
should be working out the kinks 
instead of blocking progress.
 Alexandria’s distinct charac-
ter and history is owed, in part, 
to the high level of engagement 
of our business owners and resi-
dents. They take time out of their 
busy lives to volunteer for task 
forces and commissions and to 
serve on boards of business and 
community organizations. They 
focus on thorny problems like 
parking, wayfinding improve-
ments and development plan 
implementation. They work to 
make Alexandria better for the 
good of everyone.
 Volunteers are supported by 
our talented and dedicated city 
staffers, who work each day to 

solve problems and create inno-
vative solutions. They then spend 
many evening and weekend hours 
gathering community input and 
briefing residents on the intrica-
cies of city planning and manage-
ment. Volunteers and staff serve 
our community with integrity and 
deserve our respect, but they often 
receive a small but vocal public 
outpouring of rancor as thanks.

     We know the few 
voices that decry prog-
ress and fuel discontent 
are not representative of 
our citizenry. Alexan-
dria is distinguished as 
a community that cares 
deeply and lends a help-
ing hand when prob-
lems arise.

 Recently, a three-alarm fire 
devastated Al’s Steakhouse on 
the day of its grand re-opening. 
Neighboring restaurateurs imme-
diately jumped in to host a fund-
raising event — going to great ef-
fort and expense to serve the very 
cheesesteaks that were Al’s feature.
 Reflecting the true Alexan-
dria spirit, this is not an isolated 
incident. We’re a small town at 
heart, and our business owners 
and residents demonstrate that 
every day. They speak with their 
actions, which are always louder 
than words. We cannot allow the 
drumbeat of the few to drown out 
the true pulse of our city.
 Alexandria is a city steeped in 
history, in a beautiful riverfront 
setting, strategically situated at 
the core of one of the nation’s most 
dynamic metropolitan areas. But 
what makes it such a great place 
to live and work is the character 
and commitment of its engaged 
and active residents and business 
owners. Let’s show everyone what 
Alexandria truly embodies. 

The writer is the executive  
director of the Alexandria Small 

Business Development Center.

Don’t gripe about it, fix it

Bill Reagan
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that we are not all alike.
 While touring Arling-
ton House with my French 
friends, they asked the park 
ranger about Robert E. Lee. 
His comment was, “If you 
really look at the history, 
Gen. Lee could be consid-
ered a traitor by many.”
 I want to leave with one 

last comment to Mr. Pas-
patis: Unless your family 
came over on the Discovery 
to Jamestown, someone in 
this community probably 
lived here longer than you 
and your forebears, and by 
your logic, has the final 
say on what gets done in 
this town. 

- James Bernau
Alexandria

Confederate decision is latest insult 
to resident commissions

Moving Confederate statue is 
disrespectful to Alexandrians

To the editor:
 Once again, city council 
has overruled its own appoint-
ed committee or task force. 
Whether it be the BAR over 
Ramsey Homes or the traf-
fic and parking board over the 
King Street bicycle lanes, city 
council shows the utmost dis-
respect for the work and judg-
ment of its boards, commis-
sions and task forces on all but 
the most mundane matters.
 Why bother with boards, 
commissions or task forces 
when city council is just go-
ing to overrule their most im-
portant decisions? Why not 
instead just delegate framing 
issues to staff more likely to 
report back what city council 

wants to hear anyway?
 The ad hoc advisory group 
on Confederate memorials and 
symbols was drawn carefully 
to represent all sectors of Al-
exandria’s society. Its delibera-
tions struck a careful balance, 
whereas in overruling the task 
force, city council eschewed 
representing all of the people 
in favor of representing a well-
organized subset.
 In rejecting its task force’s 
recommendation to leave the 
“Appomattox” statue in the 
place it has occupied for more 
than a century, not only does 
city council set a place for itself 
among the “violent against art” 
in the seventh circle of Dante’s 
“Inferno,” but it also under-

mines the task force’s recom-
mendation to rename Jefferson 
Davis Highway.
 City council has made re-
naming the highway, a heavy po-
litical lift on its own, more politi-
cally difficult to accomplish by 
poisoning the well in Richmond 
with the request to remove the 
“Appomattox” statue.
 If there is an electoral 
majority behind what City 
Hall wants to do, neither that 
perceived majority nor the 
politicians responding to it 
have very thoroughly thought 
through the implications and 
ramifications of their misbe-
gotten gambit.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Once again, city council 
has chosen to ignore the opin-
ion, recommendation and re-
port of a council-appointed 
advisory group or commis-
sion in its decision to request 
the relocation of the “Appo-
mattox” statue from the inter-
section of Prince and South 
Washington streets to the 
Lyceum (“Council approves 
U.S. Route 1 name change,” 
September 22).
 Council has unanimously 
rejected the work of a body 
it appointed for the purpose 
of making recommendations 
on the matter of Confeder-
ate memorials. The appoint-
ed body held five meetings, 
none of which were closed, 
took public testimony and of-
fered a well-reasoned report 
to councilors. In the course 
of one council meeting, city 
councilors unanimously re-
jected those findings, with the 
exception of the recommenda-
tion as to street names.
 The composition of the 
resident-led group is note-

worthy. Of the seven mem-
bers, only two were at-large, 
although there were many 
more applicants for at-large 
membership. The other five 
each represented a particular 
interest or a city commission.
 One might conclude that 
council believed that such a 
membership could reliably 
be expected to support mov-
ing the statue. But three of 
the members of the group rep-
resenting city commissions 
voted with the two at-large 
members to leave “Appomat-
tox” in place. Confronted with 
a strong, broad-based recom-
mendation to leave the statue 
in place, council predictably 
did what it intended to do 
from the beginning — vote to 
move the statue.
 This is not the first time 
city council has chosen to ig-
nore citizen input or advice, 
nor is it likely the last. In this 
case, it results in short shrift 
being given to a report that ran 
contrary to council’s wishes. 
Much is to be said in sup-
port of leaving “Appomattox” 

where it has been since 1889. 
The report notes that clearly.
 The Civil War played out in 
Alexandrians’ daily lives, as 
Union soldiers and Confeder-
ate supporters confronted one 
another every day. Families 
and businesses suffered from 
confiscation and ruin. All sides 
and all aspects of that terrible 
time need remembrance.
 The statue was designed 
specifically for its present lo-
cation and purposely placed 
precisely where it is by citi-
zens with fresh memory of 
the occupation of the city. To 
change its location is to be 
disrespectful of those citizens 
as well as to those for whom it 
was and is dedicated.
 There is no reason why the 
city should not have memori-
als reflecting many views of 
that terrible conflict. In fact, 
there is every reason that it 
should. History is not changed 
by the removal of memorials 
but the opportunity for great-
er understanding may be.

- David Norcross
Alexandria
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To the editor:
 City council recently 
voted unanimously to relo-
cate the “Appomattox” stat-
ue from its current location 
at the intersection of South 
Washington and Prince 
streets to the Lyceum. While 
the vote to move the statue 
may be considered laudable 
in some circles, I believe the 
decision is misguided.
 As a person of African-
American descent, I am 
fully aware of the hardships 
my ancestors endured under 
a system that relegated them 
to initial non-human status 
and then, for political pur-
poses, designated them to 
be sub-human. 
 I also have a keen under-
standing of the mistreatment 
and maltreatment Africans, 
as slaves and even as freed-
men, suffered at the hands 
of both the slave-owning, 
and more importantly, the 
non-slave owning white 
population of the country, in 
general, and of Virginians 
and Alexandria residents, in 
particular.
 It is also not lost on me 
the harmful psychologi-
cal effects of Jim Crow on 
the black community even 
to this day. But a war was 
fought, in part, to ad-
dress slavery and its ugly 
causes and effects. And a 
civil rights movement was 

launched to ameliorate the 
vestiges of Jim Crow and 
the discriminatory practices 
associated therewith.
 And while neither of 
these remedies has fully 
addressed the unfair disad-
vantages that many black 
people are still subjected to, 
removing a statue that rep-
resents the history of our 
nation, this state, and the 
City of Alexandria is not an 
acceptable approach to ad-
dressing past wrongs.
 If one were to look at the 
“Appomattox” statue, it is 
clear that the soldier is un-
armed, facing south, with a 
look of defeat and dejection 
that should hearten black 
Americans. I say this because 
it appears that this statue is a 
depiction of a way of life that 
has been forever lost.
 And I think that this 
statue should forever stand 
as a reminder of the folly of 
hubris and racial superior-
ity. If this statue is moved 
to the Lyceum, how will fu-
ture generations have ready 
access to such an important 
moral lesson? It is because 
of my belief that this statue 
is a perfect capstone to the 
end of an egregious period 
in American history that I 
believe city council’s deci-
sion is wrong headed.

- Michael S. Clinkscale
Alexandria

Statue should be a 
lasting reminder of 
the folly of racism
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lexandria’s promotion 
of its historic sites as an 
indicator of economic 

activity is widely recognized to 
have begun in the 1920s with 
the purchase of Gadsby’s Tav-
ern for preservation by the local 
American Legion post.  
 But even decades earlier, 
visits to historic sites was com-
mon in the city. The elegant 
Mansion House Hotel, built di-
rectly in front of the 1752 home 
of town founder John Carlyle, 
advertised tours of the “Old 
Colonial Home” hidden behind 
the huge hotel without referenc-
es to Carlyle, British Gen. Ed-
ward Braddock or the colonial 
governors who met in the house 
to devise plans for the French 
and Indian War.
 At the start of the Civil War, 
after the deaths of Union Col. 
Elmer Ellsworth and hotelier 
James Jackson at the Marshall 
House on King and South Pitt 
streets, that site immediately 
attracted visitors interested 
in the martyrdom of the first 
men from the North and South 
to be killed by violence in the 
conflict. In fact, throughout 
the city’s occupation by Union 
troops, no sooner did many 
soldiers arrive in Alexandria 
that they requested directions 
to the hostelry to view the site 
of the deaths on the third-floor 
staircase landing.  
 Over time, the oil cloth on 
the landing started to disappear 
as bits and pieces were torn off 
as souvenirs, then the floor itself 
started to be pried up. Eventu-
ally stair newels, woodwork and 

even letters from the hotel’s sign 
were fair game for tourists who 
were intent on obtaining a per-
sonal piece of history related to 
the incident.  
 Built in 1799, the Marshall 
House was originally a lodg-
ing called Washington Tav-
ern, and changed its name in 
the mid-1820s. When James 
Jackson arrived in Alexandria 
with his young family to serve 
as the manager just months be-
fore hostilities began, he was 
an ardent secessionist, and 
raised a massive Southern flag 
atop the hotel. 
 In April 1861, he borrowed a 
ceremonial cannon from neigh-
bor, John Rudd, which was of-
ten used in town celebrations. 
He placed the cannon in the rear 
yard aimed directly though the 
main hallway to the front doors, 
and boasted that anyone who 
tried to remove the flag would 
do so over his dead body. A 

month later on May 24, Jack-
son’s boast was sealed. Ells-
worth’s early entry that morning 
into the building to take the flag 
was met instead with a shotgun 
blast to the chest and the im-
mediate killing of Jackson by 
Union Cpl. Francis Brownell.
  After the war ended, the 
Marshall House served as a lo-
cation for a series of marginal 
businesses but still attracted 
tourists from both the North 
and South. But at midnight 
on February 25, 1873, tragedy 
struck and the building was 
largely destroyed by fire. The 
rear portion of the building, 
which housed a barber shop and 
printing establishment, was to-
tally consumed by flames, as 
was the third floor and roof 
of the main building fronting 
King Street. Water damage and 
freezing ice further damaged 
the first and second floors so 
that only the outer brick walls 

were left intact. Strong winds 
and burning embers set homes 
on fire blocks away, but fortu-
nately these were quickly extin-
guished by their owners.
  The fire was deemed arson, 
and a man named Robert Manley 
who had been seen in the area was 
arrested by police. The structure 
was soon rebuilt using the origi-
nal walls and maintaining the 
original window fenestration, but 
substantially altered with a flat 
roof, Victorian-style gingerbread 
trim and cast irons decorative el-
ements, similar to those used at 
the Methodist Church on South 
Washington Street.  A compari-
son of the two photos seen here, 
taken before and after the fire, can 
confirm that they are actually one 
and the same building. The Mar-
shall House was finally torn down 
in about 1950.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.
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of Prince and South Washington streets to the nearby Lyceum?
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A Civil War landmark destroyed by fire
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ACROSS
1 “Everything else” category, briefly
5 Clucks disapprovingly
9 Bit of high jinks
14 Bogus thing
18 Copy, in a way
19 “Hold it!”
20 “Reduce, ___, recycle”
21 Reduce, as expenses
22 Bartender on TV’s Pacific Princess
23 Crucifixion inscription
24 Fine sheet material
25 Left in a hurry
26 It accrues, with “censored,”
   “trumpet” and “tremendous” inside
29 Volcano in Sicily
30 Lingers behind
31 Drama-filled
32 Rooftop antenna
34 Fizzy drink
37 Monetary unit of Honduras
40 “No problem!”
41 Concerning a changeover, with
   “nationals,” “traits” and “sanitation”
   inside
43 Make, as money
44 IV amounts
47 Cortez’s victim
48 Automobile sticker fig.
49 “___ say!”
50 Fat-avoiding Jack
52 ___ constrictor
53 Supreme Court justices’ attire

56 Traditional English festival, with
   “maestro” and “overheat” inside
59 Bake sale offering
60 Certain double-reed player
61 A tablet maker
62 Car feature, with “assistant” and
   “titanium” inside
69 Buzzing pest
70 Members of the working class
71 “Green Gables” girl
72 Right now, with “daytime” and 
  “mailed” inside
74 Island nation east of Fiji
76 Appropriate
79 Run out, as a subscription
80 Deviate from a course, at sea
81 Embargo
82 Folded sheet of paper
84 USNA grad
85 Hindrance to fair judgment
87 Ate too much, with “devour,”
   “glove” and “nudge” inside
91 Two-masted sailboat
92 Adherent
93 Carpenter’s groove
94 Ravel composition
97 Chain of hills
99 Pub rounds
101 St. crossers, sometimes
102 Concerning reporters, with
    “suction,” “acorns” and 
    “stallion” inside
109 Good farm soil

Weekly Words

WORDS INSIDE WORDS 
By Timothy E. Parker

110 Pun attachment
111 Doing nothing
112 Daisy variety
113 One of the Hindu trinity (var.)
114 Some skirts
115 Sign filler, sometimes
116 Get connected
117 Gulf off the coast of Yemen
118 Kin of orgs.
119 Spaces between teeth
120 Knowing, as a secret

DOWN
1 Japanese soup
2 Islamic holy man
3 Craft with skis
4 Apres-ski drink
5 Certain bedding purchase
6 Beach, basically
7 Diva ___ Te Kanawa
8 Subsisting on a meager 
  allowance
9 Arms depot, with “earns,” “laser” 
  and “learns” inside
10 Approaches
11 Student getting one-on-one
   help
12 Goddess symbolized by a cow
13 Man on horseback?
14 Globe or ball
15 Half of Hispaniola
16 Sports venue
17 Do well in the Olympics
18 Emcee’s prop
27 Jamaican citrus fruit
28 Prefix meaning “trillion”
33 Dada artist Max
34 Bayonet thrust
35 Ricelike pasta
36 Computer info
38 Act out in charades
39 Boston ___ Orchestra
40 “Death of a ___”
42 “Beat it!”
43 “Jailhouse Rock” singer
44 Early spring relatives of irises
45 Small part for a big star

46 Back of the boat
49 Vitamin additive
51 New moon, e.g.
54 Striped animal similar to
   a giraffe
55 Act of disloyalty
56 Carousel figure, to a tot (var.)
57 Atty.’s assn.
58 Bee injury
59 Sheep shelters
62 Graceful, lively and quick
63 Deprive of courage
64 Packs down, as dirt
65 Itty-bitty quantities
66 Ball of thread or yarn
67 ___ Aviv
68 Big mess
73 Not allow to practice
74 Hawaiian tuber
75 “Step ___!” (“Hurry!”)
76 Bit of rootless aquarium flora
77 “The ___ Piper of Hamelin”
78 List heading, sometimes
81 Chamfering
83 Low German prior to 1200
86 Site of a famous flag-raising
87 Peculiarity, with “noses,” 
   “sends” and “done” inside
88 Chevy of yore
89 Attacks clutter
90 Sandwich shop, for short
91 Servile aide who won’t say “no”
94 Hobbyist’s wood
95 Not perfectly round
96 Bequeath
97 Archaeological digs
98 Football great Michael
   or baseball  great Monte
100 Cause of some food
    poisoning
103 Name on elevators
104 Sneaking suspicion
105 Meal fit for pigs
106 Small building block
107 Capital of Rhone
108 Strong desire

Obituaries

OBITUARY

 
Bertha R. Lewis Boston, late 
wife of Russell L. Boston 
and both lifelong residents of  
Alexandria, passed away Sep-
tember 20, 2016 at age 91.

Bertha R. 
Lewis Boston

Bertha R. Lewis Boston

RICHARD L. AMBROSE 
(62), of Alexandria, 
September 2, 2016

DORIS W. ASHTON,  
of Alexandria,  
September 20, 2016

DOUGLAS B. CLEARY, of 
Alexandria, September 22, 
2016

MARY A. DONOHUE 
(76), of Alexandria, 
September 19, 2016

KAREN M. FORREST 
(68), formerly of 
Alexandria, August 29, 2016

MARY R. KING (86), of 
Alexandria, September 19, 
2016

BRIAN J. ORBELL, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
September 12, 2016

BARBARA C. PERRINO 
(81), of Alexandria, 
September 23, 2016

RANDOLPH D. RINKER 
(62), formerly of 
Alexandria, September 23, 
2016La
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AUCTIONS
Estate Auction – Two BIG 

DaAUCTION, Online Only, Gourmet 
& Specialized High End Kitchen 

Equipment, Mebane, NC-Alamance 
County, Begins Closing September 

28th & 29th at 10pm each day, 
Iron Horse Auction Company, 
Inc., ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL3936

CARWILE AUCTIONS INC.  
SAT. OCT 1, 2016 10AM 400 HOLLY 

POINT ROAD., YORKTOWN, VA 
23692  CONST-FARM EQUIP. SHOP 
TOOLS! WWW.CARWILEAUCTIONS.

COM (757) 752-4464 OR (434) 
547-9100 VAAR392

HUGE ESTATE SALE ONLINE-  
ART CONSERVATOR, BID NOW: 
Mercedes 560SL Convertible, 

Rolex, Fine Art, Antiques, Rugs, 
Militaria, Swords, More. Preview Info 
online: www.EBIDLOCAL.com  (804-

358-0500, vaf#777)

INDUSTRIAL AUCTION BID ON-SITE 
& ONLINE! Construction Equipment 
& Trucks 10/4 @ 9 AM, Richmond, 
VA Have Equipment/Trucks to Sell? 
Accepting Consignments through 
9/30. www.motleys.com• 804-
232-3300 x4 3600 Deepwater 

Terminal Rd. VAAL#16

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train to become a 
Medical Office Assistant! NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & 
Job Placement available at CTI! HS 
Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 

1-888-424-9419

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification. No HS 
Diploma or GED – We can help.  
Approved for military benefits.  
Financial aid if qualified.  Job 
placement assistance.  Call 

Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
877-204-4130.  

HELP WANTED
Entry Level Heavy Equipment 
Operator Career.  Get Trained 

– Get Certified – Get Hired!  
Bulldozers, Backhoes & 

Excavators.  Immediate Lifetime 
Job Placement.  VA Benefits. 

1-866-362-6497

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 

Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 

Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 

800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

67 Driver Trainees needed! No 
CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be Job 
ready in as little as 20 days! Earn 

Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131

INSTRUCTIONAL EDUCATION/
TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME FOR A CAREER 
IN HOSPITALITY!  Hotels, Resorts 

& Cruise Industry need Staff! 
ONLINE TRAINING CAN GET YOU 
JOB READY!  Externship & Job 

placement if qualified! 1-888-424-
9413 MyCTI.tv 

LOTS & ACREAGE 
GOLF?  20 ACRES - beautiful 
meadow on abandoned golf 

course.  Reclaim and own private 
5-hole course.  Bedford County.  

$169,900.  I’ll finance.  540-294-
3826 

WOODED LAND – 4-acre parcel in 
Nelson County.  No restrictions and 
EASY financing with nothing down. 

$39,900. 540-487-0480.

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 

+ $86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Español.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS  SEPTEMBER 25, 2016

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Chesterfield County Public School 

We are currently accepting applications for:  
Field Supervisor-School Food and Nutrition Services

Provides professional and technical supervision in 
all areas of Food and Nutrition including the Federal 

Breakfast and Lunch programs and centralize vending 
in a minimum of 13 schools.  Plans, develops, and 

executes the departments marketing plan to promote 
school meals and other nutrition initiatives programs.  

Complex work is performed within specific  
departmental objectives and policies: employee plans 
own work and coordinates with others as necessary.  

Contacts are regularly and frequently made at all  
organizational levels within the school system to  

explain programs and policies and solve problems; 
considerable judgement is required. Apply via the 

CCPS website at http://mychesterfieldschools.com.  
Complete job description and application procedures 

are available on the website. 804-743-2390  
EOE/M/F/D

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong (866) 321-2030

Associate, Electrical Patent Prosecution
Oblon McClelland Maier & Neustadt has open-
ing in Alexandria, VA for Associate, Electrical 
Patent Prosecution. Utilizing undergraduate 
preparation in a STEM program, prepare and 
prosecute U.S. patent applications covering a 
wide range of technical areas. LLM or JD in Law 
or equiv + 1yr exp. Experience must include: 
domestic & foreign patent preparation.

Please apply by going to: https://workfor-
cenow.adp.com/jobs/apply/posting.html? 
c l i e n t = o b l o n & j o b I d = 2 6 0 3 9 & l a n g = 
en_US&source=CC2. Your application must 
reference job title and job code: AEPP-MY. 

HELP WANTED
LGM  Home  

Improvements, Inc.
A Handyman you can Trust

Free estimates  • No job is too small  
Affordable rates • Licensed, insured and bonded

Everything from  
“Honey Do” Lists to  
Finishing Your Basement

• Kitchen Remodeling  
• Painting  
• Concrete / Masonry   
• General Repairs
• Bathroom 
• Renovations and more

571.437.4696

LEGAL NOTICE
 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016 

- 7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS,  

CITY HALL
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Information about this item may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666 or on the 
City’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/planning.

BZA Case #2016-0011 
13 East Masonic View Avenue 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
variance  to construct a front porch in 
the required front yard on East Masonic 
View Avenue. zoned: R-2-5/ Single - 
and two family zone. APPLICANT: 
Tamisha V. Carino & Jalyn Henton

BZA Case #2016-0012 
311 A East Windsor Avenue 
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Special Exception to 
construct an addition within the required 
side yard. If the request is granted, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals will be 
granting a special exception from section 
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance - 
relating to the physical enlargement 
of a non-complying structure; zoned: 
R-2-5/ Single and two-family zone. 
APPLICANT: Jillian Penndorf  

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received 
for administrative review and approval. 
For information about this application 
or to comment, visit the City’s website 
at www.alexandriava.gov/planning or 
call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2016-00071 
107 N. Fayette Street   
Proposed Business: Restaurant with 
accessory catering operation 
Administrative Special Use permit 
request to operate a restaurant with 
accessory catering operation; zoned 
CD/ Commercial downtown zone.   
APPLICANT: Meggrolls, One
Planner: Sara Brandt-Vorel – Sara.
BrandtVorel@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning.  If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than October 20, 2016.



....28 | SEPTEMBER 29, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

703.836.1297  •  www.BabsBeckwith.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

204 S Pitt Street 108 Gibbon Street 

Under 

ContraCt

609 Princess Street

Under 

ContraCt

418 S. Lee Street

SoLd
SoLd

816 Duke Street

SoLd

Unique Old Town Properties for Fall 2016 –  
Call Babs to preview any of these wonderful homes!

4 Wolfe Street – $2,995,000 – Waterfront 511 Cameron Street – $2,500,000 

120 North Columbus Street – $1,159,00029 Alexander Street – $1,210,000 


