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Councilors adopt  
2017 legislative agenda
State legislators reluctant 
on ‘Appomattox’ move 
request in Richmond
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Councilors approved the 
city’s legislative agenda for the 
2017 Virginia General Assem-
bly session Tuesday, but state 
legislators expressed reticence 
on the request to move the 
“Appomattox” statue.
 Council voted unanimous-

ly in September to move the 
statue from the intersection of 
Prince and South Washington 
streets to the grounds of The 
Lyceum, a city museum at the 
intersection’s corner. 
 Any move requires approv-
al from the Virginia General 
Assembly as it is classified as 
a war memorial, and Alexan-
dria’s representatives in Rich-
mond showed some reluctance 

to take up legislation request-
ing the move.
 The city is represented by 
Delegates Mark Levine (D-45) 
and Charniele Herring (D-46), 
along with state Sens. Adam 
Ebbin (D-30), George Barker 
(D-39) and Dick Saslaw (D-
35). The general assembly’s 
2017 legislative session begins 

Officials hope to leverage 
new resort after  
December 8 opening
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The finishing touches are 
being applied as the MGM Na-
tional Harbor casino prepares 
to open December 8, and Al-
exandria officials are ready to 
take advantage.
 The $1.3 billion casino and 
resort across the Potomac River 
in Prince George’s County, Md. 
has been a topic of local con-
versation for years, and talks 
accelerated when construc-
tion began in 2014. It is set to 
include a luxury hotel, restau-
rants, retail, a spa and a 3,000-

seat entertainment venue.
 Last year, tourism authority 
Visit Alexandria convened the 
MGM Readiness Task Force, 
composed of city staff, busi-
ness leaders and other stake-
holders. The group then pro-
vided a report to city council in 
March and recommended up to 
14 projects for inclusion in the 
fiscal 2017 budget. 
 Of those projects, seven 
were either approved for the 
fiscal 2017 operating or capi-
tal budgets or deemed to be 
served sufficiently by existing 
city services. The total cost is 

SEE AGENDA | 6

SEE MGM | 5

THE HOLIDAYS START 
HERE Young entertainers 
(above) begin the festivities 
at the city’s annual Christ-
mas Tree lighting last Friday. 
Former Mayor Bill Euille, who 
served as grand marshal for 
the 41st annual Alexandria 
Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving 
morning, poses at the finish 
line (left) with Vice Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson. For more photos, 
see pages 14 and 18.

City prepared for MGM National Harbor impact

The MGM National Harbor is set to open December 8 in Prince George’s County, Md., and Alexandria officials are 
hopeful they will be able to leverage the new development in the form of additional visitors and economic activity.

See the Alexandria Times extensive

2016 Holiday Gift Guide - page 19

See the Unwined
Holiday Gift Guide

on page 5 
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WHY RENT?  BUY!
Kiss that landlord goodbye 
and spend the holidays as a 
homeowner! Terrific condo 
features spacious rooms, 
updated kitchen, laminate 
flooring and plantation shutters. 
Walk to nearby shopping & 
restaurants, hike/bike along 
the Potomac, or catch shuttle 
bus to Huntington Metro.

GOODBYE LANDLORD, HELLO HOME! Move right into your 
new home just minutes from National Harbor, MGM casino, and numerous 
amenities! Love the open floor plan, large bedrooms, and yard perfect for 
hosting parties. Bonus Opportunity: Fully finished, walk-out basement!

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Updated Kitchen
• New Floors 
• Ample Parking

•3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
•2 Fireplaces
•Hardwood Floors
•Walk-Out Basement

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® 
Equal Housing Opportunity

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

STUNNING 
TOWNHOUSE 

Welcome the holidays in this 
stunning home in the Overlook. 
Boasting two master suites, 
an updated kitchen complete 
with granite countertops & 
stainless appliances, and an 
ideal location near I-95 and 
the Van Dorn Metro!

HOLIDAY POOL PARTIES! Adorable split foyer with a cozy, wood 
burning fireplace & hardwood floors on the main level. Endless extras include 
recessed lighting, backsplash, master suite w/private bath, and 
fully fenced yard with large deck and pool. Near the VRE & Metrobus stop.

•3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
•3-Level Bumpout
•Garage
•2 Decks & Patio

• 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
•Hardwood Floors
•Olympic Sized Pool
•2-Car Garage

ALEXANDRIA $529,900 OVERLOOK

ENJOY CITY LIVING Live in the vibrant Mount Vernon Triangle. 
Chic, wide plank hardwoods and a European design kitchen with stainless 
appliances. Private balcony with view of the Carnegie Library. Moments to 
Verizon Center, CityCenter, Convention Center and two metros.

COMMUTER’S DREAM IN HUNTER VILLAGE OF DAVENTRY 
Renovated garage townhome backing to common area on a “no thru” 
street! Lovely new HW floors on the main level, new carpet on the bedroom 
and lower levels, & the awesome location near Ft. Belvoir and the Metro bus!

INVESTOR ALERT! Solidly built 1930’s Cape sits on a large, .6 
acre lot right down the street from Huntington Metro. This home has 
wonderful architectural features and is full of possibilities – renovate, 
expand, build new…. It is all up to you.

•3 Bedrooms,  3.5 Baths
•Main Level Hardwoods
•Vaulted Ceiling in MBR
•Move-In Ready

•3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
•Exposed Brick Walls
•Original Hardwood Floors
•Brick Fireplace

A NEW HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS! Gorgeous, modern chef’s 
kitchen w/ catherdral ceilings just waiting for your holiday plans! Main 
level master suite w/luxurious bath, large walk-in closet, and access to 
patio. Enjoy an afternoon siesta in the pergola overlooking your koi pond.

•5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
•Stunning Renovation
•Flagstone Patio
•In-Law Suite

SPRINGFIELD $474,900 HUNTER VILLAGE

ALEXANDRIA $249,500 BELLE VIEW

ALEXANDRIA $1,095,000 BRADDOCK HEIGHTS

OXON HILL $254,900 FOREST HEIGHTS

BURKE $469,900 CARDINAL ESTATES

ALEXANDRIA $649,900 HUNTINGTON

•Deeded Garage Parking 
•Rooftop Terrace 
•Pet Friendly 
•Storage Unit

Clan McLeod congratulates the Campagna Center  
on the 46TH Annual Scottish Christmas Walk  
& 71 years of service to Alexandria’s families and children

WASHINGTON, DC     $575,000 OLD CITY 2

GREAT INVESTMENT! 
Bright and Beautiful, recently up- 
dated, low maintenance condo 
with new floors throughout.  
Large storage and Laundry just 
below. Kitchen has room for 
a small cafe table or break- 
fast bar. Convenient to trans- 
portation, shops, restaurants, 
community center, parks, and 
recreation. 

•1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
•Updated Condo
•New Floors Throughout
•Conveniently Located

FALLS CHURCH       $139,000 JAMES LEE

IM
AGE/CELTUS

Stop by Queen and N. Washington for Hot Cocoa on the way to the walk!
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U.S. small business administrator visits city 
for Small Business Saturday
 The city’s Small Business 
Saturday celebrations on No-
vember 26 received a boost as 
Maria Contreras-Sweet, admin-
istrator of the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, joined the 
festivities.
 Hosted by the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Small Business Development 
Center and tourism author-
ity Visit Alexandria as part of 
a wider national initiative, the 
program encouraged shoppers 
to shop at local businesses this 
holiday season.
 Chamber staff handed out 
more than 250 shopping bags 
containing maps, coupons and 
prizes for shoppers. Some bags 
included gift cards to local eat-
eries or attractions, while 70 

shoppers received a collectible 
plate from George Washing-
ton’s Mount Vernon.
 Contreras-Sweet visited a 
number of local businesses be-
fore stopping for lunch at So-
noma Cellar with owner Rick 
Myllenback and chamber staff. 
She was also given a dozen cup-
cakes by Adnan Hamidi, owner 
of Alexandria Cupcake.
 “We are excited to help build 
the buzz for Small Business Sat-
urday and promote our mem-
bers’ businesses as the places 
to shop and dine small,” said 
chamber president and CEO Joe 
Haggerty in a statement. “We 
were thrilled to host Adminis-
trator Contreras-Sweet, a true 
champion of the small business 
community, and demonstrate 

why Alexandria is the capital of 
small business shopping.”

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

AlexRenew water treatment plant receives national 
sustainability award
 The AlexRenew nutrient 
management facility earned 
national recognition this week, 
as it received the Institute for 
Sustainable Infrastructure’s 
Envision Platinum Award for 
sustainability.
 The 18-million-gallon water 
treatment facility at 1800 Lim-
erick St. in the Eisenhower East 
neighborhood is one of just 11 
projects nationwide to receive 
the platinum award, and the 
first in the D.C. metropolitan 
area to do so. 
 Wastewater is stored to bal-
ance the amount of Nitrogen 

that goes into AlexRenew’s 
treatment process. The amount 
of chemicals and energy needed 
to clean the water is reduced due 
to the balance of Nitrogen and 
ultimately reduces the amount 
of Nitrogen discharged into the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. The 
facility also has a multipurpose 
sports field atop it.
 “This award shows that 
wastewater utilities don’t have 
to be invisible to the communi-
ties they serve, but instead, can, 
and should, be active partners 
in creating livable and resilient 
cities,” said Karen Pallansch, 

CEO of AlexRenew, in a state-
ment. “We’re fortunate to serve 
customers and work alongside 
community partners who value 
sustainability and support efforts 
like this that have such a positive 
impact on our local waterways.”
 Other sustainability efforts 
include using local and recycled 
materials, recycling construc-
tion waste, restoring a former 
landfill, expanding stream 
buffers, installing sustainable 
stormwater practices and using 
energy and water monitoring 
systems.

- Chris Teale
 A wide variety of     
  new and never    
  seen before  items!

Plus so many 
favorites from our
talented vendors!

Friday 10am -6pm
Saturday 10am -6pm
Sunday 11am -4pm

Adults: At Door $8 |  Advance$7* 
Seniors (60+): At Door $7 | Advance $6*  
Kids 12 & Under: Free

SPECIAL: Seniors are $5 at the door on Friday, Dec 2.
No coupons needed or accepted. *Processing Fees Apply

8TH 
ANNUAL

Tickets
are good
all 3 days}
Fredericksburg Expo Center

Unique Hand Made Products

DEC
2-3-4

www.fredericksburgholidaycraftshow.com

Purchase  
Tickets Online  

and $AVE!  
Use Coupon code: 

HOLIDAYSAVE16

THE LARGEST  CRAFT SHOW  EVERSO BIG, IT IS3 DAYS!

2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway,  
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 • I-95 EXIT 130B 

540-548-5555

 READ ACROSS ALEXANDRIA The Alexandria 
Sheriff’s Office partnered with Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools and the Alexandria Fire Department 
for “Read Across Alexandria,” an initiative to bring 
guest readers into classrooms to read to elementary 
school students. The program launched November 
15, with Sheriff’s Deputy LaJuenne Sherzai-Harding 
(pictured) visiting Jefferson-Houston School to read 
two books to Ms. Nelson’s kindergarten class and 
members of the fire department participating at 
Cora Kelly School for Math, Science and Technology. 
Throughout the school year, deputies and AFD per-
sonnel will serve as guest readers and as role mod-
els by promoting literacy and school attendance.
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POLICE BEAT

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police  
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases. 

Source: raidsonline.com

1 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT 3

BURGLARIES23THEFTS 8 DRUG 
CRIMES 15 ASSAULTS

0 SEXUAL 
OFFENSES

0
VEHICLE
THEFTS7ROBBERIES

Local man dead after October traffic collision

Police arrest two in connection with Wells Fargo robbery

Police investigate spate of robberies across city

 A city resident died from 
injuries sustained in a traffic 
crash on North Henry Street in 
early October, the Alexandria 
Police Department announced 
last week.
 Peter Palm, 62, of Alexan-
dria was struck by a car on the 
200 block of N. Henry St. early 
on October 8. The driver, Ky-

eshia Arrington, 24, of Alex-
andria, remained at the scene 
and was arrested for allegedly 
driving while intoxicated.
 Palm was taken to the hos-
pital with what were initially 
considered non-life-threat-
ening injuries. His condition 
worsened and he died on No-
vember 19.

 Members of the police crash 
reconstruction team are investi-
gating the crash. The investiga-
tion is ongoing. The Alexandria 
Police Department asks that 
witnesses or people with infor-
mation regarding this incident 
contact Investigator Jordan 
Young at 703-746-1816.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment announced last week 
it made two arrests in connec-
tion with a robbery last month 
of the Wells Fargo bank on 
North Washington Street.
 Deshaun Anthony Williams, 
22, and Jalonte Melik Cole, 21, 
both of Washington D.C., have 

been charged with robbery and 
use of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony. Both suspects 
were apprehended with the as-
sistance of the FBI.
 At about 10:50 a.m. on No-
vember 17, police said a man 
entered the bank at 330 N. Wash-
ington St. and displayed a hand-

gun. He demanded money, the 
teller complied and the suspect 
fled with an undisclosed amount 
of cash. There were no injuries.
 Police ask that anyone with 
information about this incident 
call Detective Michael Whelan 
at 703-746-6228.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating a 
series of robberies that have 
taken place across the city, 
and Wednesday issued a series 
of personal safety tips to resi-
dents for the holiday season.
 On November 23 and 27, 
women on the 1100 block of 
Wythe St. and the 600 block 
of N. West St., respectively, 
had their cell phones stolen 
from their hands while using 
them by male suspects who 
approached them from behind 
and grabbed them. Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal did not comment on 
whether the two incidents 
could be connected.
 On November 24, a man 

was robbed of personal items 
at the intersection of Oronoco 
and North Union streets by 
three male suspects who dis-
played a handgun. And on 
November 26, three teenage 
boys demanded money from 
a victim on the 5300 block of 
Duke St., grabbed the wine he 
was carrying and fled.
 A male suspect robbed a 
man of his cell phone at gun-
point November 27 on the 
1200 block of Madison St., af-
ter Nosal said the victim gave 
the man a ride home from 
D.C.
 Then November 29, three 
teenagers playing basketball 
on the 1000 block of Colonial 
Ave. had their cell phones sto-

len by a man who had been 
interacting with them before 
brandishing a firearm.
 Finally, on November 30 at 
12:51 a.m., an intoxicated man 
was robbed of personal items 
on the 3100 block of N. Hamp-
ton Drive after being given a 
lift home by strangers he met 
at a party.
 Police released a series of 
safety tips for the holiday sea-
son, a move Nosal said was 
due to the increase in thefts 
during this time of year. She 
said the department will is-
sue a safety tip a day, in an 
initiative she referred to as 
the “Twelve Safety Tips of 
Christmas.”

- Chris Teale

The following incidents occurred between November 23 and November 30.

New construction Old Town home
built by Wakefield Homes. 
Nearly 1,000 sq. ft. on each level 
boasting 5 bedrooms and 4 ½ baths. 
Builder incentive offering off-street 
parking and 10 year warranty. 

For private tour call Gina Baum at
703-338-1557

Scottish Walk     Tour of Homes presents

205 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET
Open Saturday from 11 AM-4 PM

Gina Baum, Realtor, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist (CLHMS) 
Ginabaum@kw.com

| Keller Williams Realty Alexandria Old Town |

Scottish Walk     Tour of Homes presents

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Did you know that 
we have mirrors? 
Stop by today for 
some 
reflections! 
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$290,000, including $90,000 in 
the fiscal 2017 operating bud-
get and $200,000 in the capital 
budget.
 Choosing which programs 
to fund came down to a num-
ber of factors, city spokes-
woman Andrea Blackford said.
 “The things that were cho-
sen to be done were done be-
cause they embodied things 
that worked within existing 
work plans, they had the great-
est impact with some of the 
funding, they worked with 
staff that we already had, and 
resources that we already had 
present,” she said.
 Enhanced signage and 
wayfinding and the use of in-
ternational travel symbols on 
signage around Old Town re-
ceived $200,000 in additional 
funding in the fiscal 2017 capi-
tal budget. Charlotte Hall, vice 
president of the Potomac Riv-
erboat Company and a mem-
ber of the MGM task force, 
said that improved wayfinding 
was key for the group to help 
the influx of potential visitors 
understand their surroundings 
and where they can go.
 Meanwhile, the city’s Small 
Business Development Center 
received $10,000 to continue 
an initiative to train retail-
ers around the city that began 
when National Harbor first 
opened in 2008. SBDC execu-
tive director Bill Reagan said 
that under the current program, 
the organization has hosted 
workshops on hiring staff and 

instilling values of customer 
service, and on the impact of 
visual attractors like holiday 
lights on window displays. 
 Reagan said improving 
storefronts is one crucial way 
to entice more shoppers, es-
pecially those visiting from 
across the river looking for 
something different to do.
 “Our thought is that the 
windows are one of the ways 
that you really attract people: 
people that go down the street 
on the trolley, people that are 
driving down the street and 
people that are walking up and 
down the street,” he said. “We 
need to make the strongest im-
pression with really eye-catch-
ing windows of the quality that 
you see in New York City. If 
we can get our small retailers 
to step it up and really improve 
the designs they put in their 
windows, more people will be 
inclined to go into those stores 
and shop.”
 Another $5,000 was appro-
priated to allow coordination 
with MGM on international 
trade shows, while a refresh 
of the city marina received 
$45,000. A total of $30,000 
went toward improved and co-
ordinated public performing 
arts programming on the wa-
terfront.
 Finally, the proposal to 
fund planting and maintenance 
of trees along King Street was 
folded into a wider initiative 
around foliage maintenance for 
fiscal 2017, while an existing 

322 N. Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Opening Jan 2, 2017
Now Enrolling 2½-5 years old
Monday - Friday • 7am-6pm

Now Hiring! Contact: (571)970-4075
infobrightmindpreschool@gmail.com

BRIGHT MIND PRESCHOOL BRIGHT MIND PRESCHOOL BRIGHT MIND PRESCHOOL 

SEE MGM | 8

We need to make the strongest 
impression with really eye-

catching windows of the quality that 
you see in New York City. If we can 
get our small retailers to step it up 
and really improve the designs they 
put in their windows, more people 
will be inclined to go into those 
stores and shop.”

- Bill Reagan, Executive director,  
Small Business Development Center

MGM                    FROM | 1

See the extensive 
Alexandria Times
Holiday Gift Guide 

on page 19
There is still time  
to advertise in our  
next three issues!
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January 11 in Richmond, and 
will sit until February 25.
 At a work session to discuss 
the package, the representa-
tives said requesting the move 

could create problems for them 
politically and legally.
 The statue has stood since 
1889, and is owned by the local 
chapter of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy. The 
proposed change would move 

it about 20 feet away, to the 
southwest corner of the same 
intersection.
 Virginia Code prohibits 
the removal of memorials or 
monuments related to any war 
involving the United States, 

Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 

www.anaandmelissa.com

                 Weichert Realtors 121 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314

Mobile: 703-772-3526 | Office: 703-549-8700

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

AGENDA            FROM | 1

including the Civil War, which 
the statue commemorates. It 
depicts a lone Confederate 
soldier looking south, and is a 
memorial to the city’s Confed-
erate war dead.
 Ebbin suggested that intro-
ducing legislation on the mat-
ter could diminish the individ-
ual effectiveness of the city’s 
representatives in Richmond 
to achieve other policy aims, 
something City Councilor Tim 
Lovain raised concerns about 
as well. Herring added that in 
her opinion, there is no legal 
basis in the code for the statue 
to be moved.
 In response, City Councilor 
Paul Smedberg questioned 
whether legislation should be 
introduced at all, and whether 
it needs to be included. City 
Councilor Willie Bailey said 
discussions around “Appomat-
tox” should be reframed to fo-
cus on public safety.
 “We just throw the politics 
out the door and talk about the 
safety aspect,” he said. “[It] 
just seems like common sense 
to move it…You can’t walk out 
there with a child.”
 Ebbin said presenting the 
request as a public safety mat-
ter would not be effective ei-
ther, given the current mood 
in Richmond not to move any 
Civil War memorials. The ini-
tiative will remain in the city’s 
package, but it remains to be 
seen if legislation will be in-
troduced in Richmond.
 Elsewhere in the legislative 
package for 2017, representa-
tives will be asked to oppose 
legislation requiring the city to 
alter its plan to address its four 
combined sewer outfalls, and 
support future efforts to ask 
for state funding to help with 

the enormous capital projects 
to address those outfalls.
 Ebbin noted the introduc-
tion of legislation by state Sen. 
Scott Surovell (D-36), whose 
district lies just south of Alex-
andria, directing the Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Quality to identify the owner 
of any combined sewer outfall 
that discharges into the Po-
tomac River and determine ac-
tions necessary to bring them 
into compliance with state and 
federal laws.
 Also on the agenda is a 
proposal to introduce legisla-
tion preventing private water 
companies from making rate 
increases without specific au-
thorization from the State Cor-
poration Commission. To raise 
rates, water companies and 
other utility agencies must re-
quest SCC approval, and must 
return for approval for each 
rate hike.
 But City Manager Mark 
Jinks said that earlier that 
day, a hearing examiner said 
the Virginia American Water 
Company should be allowed 
to raise rates without SCC ap-
proval, and that the SCC will 
make the final decision on 
whether that will be allowed.
 “It seems pretty extraor-
dinary that an agency would 
want to give away their 
power,” said City Councilor 
Tim Lovain. “Appeal to their 
pride.”
 All legislators agreed to 
sign a letter expressing their 
opposition to the SCC allow-
ing rate hikes, along with the 
city’s legislative director Ber-
nie Caton. Ebbin said he would 
tentatively draft a bill.

SEE AGENDA | 8
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NANCY PERKINS
m +1 703 402 5599
o +1 703 310 6800
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street,  Alexandria VA

This sun drenched, semi-detached residence boasts a stately living room with a gas fireplace and 
built-ins, formal dining room with china cabinet and wet bar, stunning kitchen, four bedrooms, 
three and a half bathrooms, gallery hall, finished lower level, soaring ceilings, and private garden. 

The captivating kitchen, appointed with Viking and Sub-Zero appliances, opens into a stunning eat-
in solarium adjoining the expansive private rear and side gardens. The serene master suite boasts a 
walk-in closet and jetted soaking tub with an aromatherapy steam shower. Offered for $1,449,000.

 M AY O R  H O O E ’ S  S T O R E  C .  1 7 8 4

 2 0 7  S O U T H  L E E  S T R E E T   |   W W W. 2 0 7 S O U T H L E E S T R E E T. C O M



....8 | DECEMBER 1, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

ADVERTISING PROOF ELECTRONIC APPROVAL FORM

Customer:  Proof #  Date Supplied: 

Please check all that apply:  Job Approved “As Is” |  Job OK “With Corrections”  |  New Proof required? 

Corrections requested: 

Client Signature: 

Originally Established in 1797 as The Alexandria Times & Advertiser

110 S. Pitt Street, Suite 200 •  Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703/739-0001 •  Fax :  703/ 739 - 0120

	  	  

Congratulations	  to	  
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Braddock	  Commercial	  Real	  Estate	  Services	  
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CONGRATULATES

THE CAMPAGNA CAMPAGNA C  CAMPAGNA CAMPAGNA ENTER
,
S 46THANNUAL  NNUAL  NNUAL

SCOTTISH WALKWALKW  PALK PALK ARADE & WEEKEND

SUPPORTING THE CAMPAGNA CENTER
,
S   

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES!

See the parade map on pageXX!

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK
WEEKEND & PARADE

� e Campagna Center

collaboration between MGM 
and the city’s Workforce De-
velopment Center was deemed 
adequate to help local resi-
dents get jobs associated with 
the resort.
 “The tree canopy provides 
shade, it helps block the direct 
sunlight into the fronts of our 
stores, which damages our 
merchandise,” said Danielle 
Romanetti, owner of knitting 
store fibre space and an MGM 

task force member. 
“And it creates atmo-
sphere and environ-
ment, which is what 
people are looking 

for now when they’re 
shopping. 

 “If they want to simply pur-
chase something, they’re go-
ing to look online. We have to 
create a shopping atmosphere 

here that is attracting folks 
from around the D.C. area to 
Alexandria.”
 Ahead of the opening, 
Prince George’s County trans-
portation officials and the 
Prince George’s County Police 
Department prepared a traf-
fic management plan designed 
to cope with the anticipated 
9,000 to 10,000 vehicles likely 
to descend on the MGM in the 
24-hour period after its official 
opening.
 For their part, staffers in 
Alexandria’s department of 
transportation and environ-
mental services said they do 
not anticipate any major traf-
fic problems, but along with 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment will keep a close eye on 
the situation at the city’s traffic 
management center.
 Deputy director of trans-
portation Carrie Sanders said 

the recently launched NH2 
Metrobus link between the 
Huntington and King Street 
Metro stations across the 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Bridge to National Harbor has 
shown good early ridership.
 In the first week of its 
nine-month pilot program, 
Sanders said more than 3,200 
passengers took the service 
that runs every 30 minutes. 
Transportation director Yon 
Lambert said the NH2 along 
with the Potomac Riverboat 
Company’s continuing water 
taxi service will be helpful to 
get cars off the roads between 
Alexandria and National Har-
bor.
 “We want to make sure that 
we’re providing choices for 
people to be able to get back 
and forth between Alexandria, 
MGM and National Harbor,” 
Lambert said.

                  Sal n 
Amarti

                     & Spa 
     

100% Customer Satifaction is the goal.
If you are not satisfied with the results, 

we will make it right. Every time!

KING STREET

Opening December 1, 2016

Grand
Opening
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Last year, city tourism authority Visit Alexandria convened the MGM Readiness Task Force to discuss 
ways the city can take advantage of the new MGM National Harbor. Of the task force’s recommenda-
tions, seven were either included in the fiscal 2017 budget or folded into existing initiatives.

 The city also will ask Rich-
mond to allocate sufficient 
funds to give a raise to state 
employees based in Northern 
Virginia. Currently, Alexan-
dria supplements the salaries 
of state-supported staff based 
in the city, like members of the 
Virginia State Police and of state 
organizations because of the in-
creased cost of living compared 
to other regions in the state.
 Barker said an adjustment 
to state salaries for Northern 

Virginia is a long-term goal for 
a “multi-year commission” in 
Richmond that is studying var-
ious issues around employee 
compensation and other fiscal 
issues. Barker added that Vir-
ginia State Police salaries are 
already inadequate statewide 
and even more so in Northern 
Virginia, a place which officers 
often look to transfer out of.
 “I’m happy to hear they’re 
looking at it, but the local-
ity adjustment is the biggest 
piece,” said Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson.

 The city is also supporting a 
slew of other initiatives, includ-
ing its annual push to expand 
Medicaid, a measure allowing 
the use of any photo identifica-
tion validly issued to vote even 
if it has expired, the restoration 
of voting rights for felons and 
an increase in the state mini-
mum wage, among others.
 Later this month, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe (D) is slated to sub-
mit his proposed amendments 
to the commonwealth’s fiscal 
2017 to 2018 biennial budget, 
ahead of the new session.

AGENDA            FROM | 6
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Founded 15 years ago in Germany,  
our buyers travel throughout Europe  
to find antiques, vintage accessories  
and unique artifacts for your home.  

New shipments arrive monthly!

EUROPEAN ANTIQUES  
& 

VINTAGE ACCESSORIES

EUROPEAN ANTIQUES  
& 

VINTAGE ACCESSORIES
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& 
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DECEMBER 2, 3 & 4 (FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY)

MONTHLY WAREHOUSE SALE
10AM TO 5PM

40% -60% Off Retail Prices
7942-M ANGUS COURT, SPRINGFIELD, VA 22153

Off of Fullerton Road, Parallel to the Fairfax County Parkway

European Country Living • info@EuropeanCountryLiving.com • 703-778-4172

Patrick Henry project hits crucial juncture
Rebuild of school, recre-
ation center heads to plan-
ning commission, council
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The proposed reconstruc-
tion of the Patrick Henry El-
ementary School and Recre-
ation Center will come under 
fresh scrutiny next week, as the 
planning commission is set to 
examine the plan December 6.
 The current 86,000-square 
foot elementary school has 
stood at its present site on 
Taney Avenue since 1953, and 
the Alexandria City School 
Board hopes to replace the 
aging building and make Pat-
rick Henry a 137,000-square 
foot pre-K-8 school for 800 
students. Currently, it houses 
nearly 600 students from pre-
K through fifth grade.
 Under the proposal, the 
new Patrick Henry School 
would join Jefferson-Houston 
School as the second pre-K-8 

school in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools.
 Meanwhile, the current 
9,000-square foot recreation 
center would expand to 18,000 
square feet under the redevel-
opment project and feature a 
synthetic turf athletic field, a 
hard surface flex-court, three 
new playgrounds, and land-
scaped natural open space.
 In June 2015, council ap-
proved a recommendation of 
the city’s department of recre-
ation, parks and cultural activi-
ties to design a “neighborhood” 
center focused on serving fam-
ilies within a one-mile radius.
 At that time, the projects 
were being developed sepa-
rately by city and ACPS staff, 
and since then have been 
coupled to ensure synergy be-
tween the two projects. During 
construction, the current facili-
ties will remain open, and will 
be demolished once the rede-

velopment is completed.
 But the process has not 
been without controversy, par-
ticularly around the design of 
the school. On May 19, the 
school board approved the 
so-called Option A-1 for the 
design of Patrick Henry, de-

spite the fact that the resident-
led Patrick Henry Advisory 
Group recommended Option 
C-1 instead. 
 At city council’s legislative 
meeting on September 13, City 
Councilor Del Pepper, a mem-
ber of the advisory group, not-

ed that its vote on the matter 
was in strong support of C-1.
 In light of the group’s rec-
ommendation, the school 
board requested more data 
to compare both options, and 

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
Under the plan, the new Patrick Henry School would house 800 students in pre-K-8, while the new Pat-
rick Henry Recreation Center would double in size to 16,000 square feet.

SEE PATRICK HENRY | 10
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www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

decided that A-1 was the best 
value and more fiscally re-
sponsible given the financial 
constraints on city coffers. 
 A report by project man-
agement firm Brailsford and 

Dunlavey and the ACPS de-
sign review team found that 
the three-story design of 
Option A-1 was better since 
grades six through eight 
would be placed on their own 
floor, separate from the lower 
grades.
 Traffic consultant Wells 

and Associates found that both 
options were similar in terms 
of safety and traffic flow.
 “While both plans are safe 
and offer community benefits, 
the school board landed on 
the most economical choice,” 
said school board chairwoman 
Karen Graf at the time. “With 

PATRICK HENRY
 FROM | 9

so many maintenance and ca-
pacity needs across the divi-
sion, adding $1.5 million to $2 
million to the project proved 
too expensive for the school 
board to pursue.
 “We are confident that in 
the end, the neighborhood will 
gain a beautiful school and 
recreation center where fami-
lies can congregate and engage 
in community activities for 
years to come.”
 Previously, local residents 
have been critical of the location 
of a parking lot exit and entrance 
on Latham Street, a residential 
street, as well as a reduction 
of open space included in the 
project. According to a staff re-
port on the plan, 76 percent of 
the current site is open space, a 
number that would drop to 64 
percent under this proposal.
 “Our community values its 
quiet streets and open spaces, 
and we have major concerns 
about the increased traffic 
and decline in open space that 
will result from these plans,” 
said resident Mary Biegel at a 
school board meeting last year. 
“The city classifies Latham 
Street as a residential street. It 
and Peacock are narrow roads 
that cannot and should not han-
dle this traffic. City documents 
state local traffic should be en-
couraged while cut-through 
traffic should be discouraged.”
 City council ran into prob-
lems of its own when approv-

ing the site of the new recre-
ation center, and criticized 
city staff for a process they 
felt did not leave enough room 
for community engagement on 
both the siting and program-
ming that would be available 
in the new building.
 “I have to say, this was a 
really bad process,” Pepper 
said last year. “Neighbors who 
were opposed didn’t get their 
say, their chance to speak be-
fore an elected body. I’d like 
to know from anybody who’d 
like to answer, what would 
make the difference if we did 
not vote on this until there 
was a public hearing either 
during the summer, which we 
wouldn’t really like, or until 
September? What would be 
the difference there?”
 The staff report on the 
project recommends approv-
al, and notes public benefits 
that include a new LEED Sil-
ver school building, a new 
recreation center, a new and 
enhanced streetscape along 
Taney Avenue and North 
Latham Street and new out-
door amenities for community 
and school use.
 City council will examine 
and vote on the project at its 
December 17 public hearing. If 
approved, ACPS officials said 
construction is anticipated to 
begin in June 2017, with the 
new facilities slated to open in 
September 2018.

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 

The redevelopment of the Patrick Henry Elementary School and Recre-
ation Center will come before the planning commission next week, with 
city council to examine the issue at its December 17 public hearing.
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~ Tis the Season ~
Your contribution in 2016 to our Shelter will  

benefit the homeless pets-in-waiting in 2017.
 

Our pets need towels, blankets, and pet food  
while they wait for a new home. A cash donation  

of any amount will be met with yips of joy.

THE VOLA LAWSON ANIMAL SHELTER IS 
LOCATED AT 4101 Eisenhower Avenue. Call  

703-746-4774 or visit www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

Your Family Physician

House calls to MD, VA & DC by Board-Certified Family Physicians 

3000 sq ft office located in the heart of Old Town

Urgent Care & On-Going care services provided

703.348.5603    |   www.BelleviewMedical.com

So is our teaching approach.

Each student’s 
path is different.

Fusion is a revolutionary place where 
positive, constructive relationships 
unlock academic potential. We’re 
a private school providing an 
individualized education for kids from 
grades 6-12. But we’re so much 
more than that. We’re a community 
of learning dedicated to creating a 
supportive campus environment where 
every kid can flourish – emotionally, 
socially and academically.

Fusion Alexandria
866.350.4678
FusionAlexandria.com

Annual facilities report sparks 
renewed City Hall debate

Council faces $80 million 
gap to bring facilities to 
‘C’ grade
BY ERICH WAGNER

 City staff briefed city coun-
cil on its latest reviews of the 
condition of Alexandria’s 
government-owned facili-
ties Tuesday night, highlight-
ing the need for an extra $80 
million in the 10-year capital 
budget to bring them up to an 
average level of repair.
 But the conversation swift-
ly shifted to how city govern-
ment should operate during 
and after a planned two-year 
closure and renovation of City 
Hall, currently slated for fund-
ing in fiscal 2022.

 Last year, the first round of 
review in a three-year process 
to examine the condition of city 
buildings highlighted that City 
Hall, a historic building con-
structed in 1871, is in dire need 
of a complete renovation. Coun-
cil added $27.3 million to the 
fiscal 2017 10-year capital bud-
get to help pay for the endeavor.
 This year’s report, which in-
cludes examinations of most of 
the city’s fire stations, the Chin-
quapin Park Recreation Center 
and the city’s dozens of group 
homes, found that most of these 
facilities were graded at a C-lev-
el or above. Twelve of the city’s 
group homes received D grades.
 “Much like last year’s report, 

there are some areas where we 
have more work to do than oth-
ers,” said Jeremy McPike, di-
rector of the city department of 
general services.
 McPike said under the cur-
rent 10-year capital plan, $85 
million is allocated for repairs 
to city facilities, but to bring all 
assessed facilities up to at least a 
C grade, council would need to 
allocate an additional $80 mil-
lion. To reach an A grade across 
these facilities, council would 
need to spend an additional 
$239 million over current plans.
 But Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson noted that in addition 

SEE FACILITIES | 15
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Offices now open in Old Town, Shirlington and Mark Center.

It’s all about getting better,
right here inAlexandria.
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ticularly necessary projects,” 
said Yvonne Weight Callahan, 
president of the Old Town Civic 
Association. “I’m going to be 
very curious to see how it real-
ly works out in practice. Oddly 
enough, even though there’s 
quite a large number of asso-
ciation members in that area, 
I’ve never heard from anybody 
living on Cameron or on Prince 
streets one way or another 
about it. I was very surprised.”
 Callahan said a bigger con-
cern in the city revolves around 
the enforcement of traffic laws, 
particularly the fining of drivers 
who fail to yield to pedestrians 
in crosswalks. In recent months, 
according to the OTCA newslet-
ter, a car hit a woman and her 
dog on Union Street, for which 
the driver was fined $30, and a 
pedestrian was seriously injured 
while crossing U.S. Route 1.
 In addition, a dog was killed 
by a motorist while on its leash, 
and a woman was hit by a cy-
clist in the Wilkes Street tunnel 
who then failed to stop.

Join us as we explore the 2016 Alexandria Developmental Assets Report 
impacting youth of all ages.

A joint community meeting hosted by the Alexandria Campaign on Adolescent 
Pregnancy and the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria.

December 6
Durant Center 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Guest Speaker:
Clinton Page, Chief Accountability Officer for Alexandria City Public Schools

For more information, contact Lisette Torres at  
lisette.torres@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.3130.

Developmental Assets:

Healthy Building Blocks  
to Help Youth Succeed

OF ALEXANDRIA
COALITION

PREVENTION
ABUSE

SUBSTANCE

Department of Community 
and Human Services

MEETING HOUSE 
COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2016

9:15 A.M. – Presentation and Tours
Morning Preschool Programs for Children Ages 2-5

318 South Royal Street • Old Town Alexandria 
703-549-8037 • www.mhcppreschool.org

Bike lanes to spread to Cameron and Prince streets
Residents raise concerns 
about pedestrian safety 
after several incidents
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Cameron and Prince streets 
in Old Town are set to receive 
bicycle lanes and other safety 
improvements after they are 
resurfaced next spring, with 
officials arguing the streets 
can become an “enhanced bi-
cycle corridor.”
 But community leaders are 
concerned about pedestrian 
safety after a number of inci-
dents involving motorists and 
what they describe as confu-
sion over whether charges 
brought under state or city 
code will result in convictions.
 The project will result in 
bicycle lanes for large stretch-
es of both Cameron and Prince 
streets between the King 
Street Metro station and Union 
Street, with shared lane mark-
ings — commonly known as 
sharrows — in areas not wide 
enough for full bike lanes.
 No travel lanes or on-street 
parking spaces will be re-
moved to accommodate the 
new bike lanes, officials said.
 In addition, pedestrian 
countdown signals have been 
installed at certain intersec-
tions, while ramps not compli-
ant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act will be replaced 
and sidewalks will be repaired.

 City transportation 
director Yon Lambert 
said the changes are to 
enhance road safety for 
all users: drivers, pedes-
trians and bicyclists.
 “Right now, we know 
that there are accessibil-
ity and pedestrian safety 
improvements that we 
can make,” he said. “Cer-
tainly we think installing 
the pedestrian countdown 
signals will help make it 
safer for the large pedes-
trian population that uses 
these streets, and if we can 
install better bike facilities 
without removing park-
ing spaces or travel lanes, 
those are the types of improve-
ments we want to be able to 
make to improve conditions for 
all users.”
 Lambert said a so-called 
“enhanced bicycle corridor” is 
appropriate for Cameron and 
Prince streets as it provides an-
other connection between the 
King Street Metro station and 
the waterfront, and that such 
connectivity goes hand-in-hand 
with other safety improvements.
 Both streets had been iden-
tified for such a change when 
the city’s pedestrian and bi-
cycle master plan was updated 
earlier this year.
 “In the planning of the pe-
destrian and bicycle master 

plan update, there were con-
nections identified throughout 
the city that needed to be add-
ed to the network to improve 
safety for all users,” Lambert 
said. “That’s really the case for 
Cameron and Prince. The idea 
here is that providing this east-
west connectivity between the 
waterfront and the King Street 
Metro station between so many 
job locations and the Metro sta-
tion was important.”

 While officials anticipate 
that the new lanes will not result 
in any delays for vehicles on the 
two streets, the bike lanes will 
result in a reduction of speeds 
closer to the 25-mph limit post-
ed throughout Old Town.
 But some members of the 
community questioned the 
project’s necessity.
 “I don’t regard Complete 
Streets, specifically on Cam-
eron and on Prince, as par- SEE BIKE LANES | 15

Cameron and Prince Street Complete Streets Project 
Between King Street Metrorail Station and Union Street 

Proposed Pedestrian & Bicycle Improvements 

More information can be found at AlexandriaVA.Gov/92743.   

Background 
Cameron and Prince Streets are being 
resurfaced in Spring 2017. In conjunction with 
resurfacing, pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements will be installed on both streets 
between the King Street Metro and Union 
Street. 

10/2016 

Project Plans 
 Install pedestrian countdown signals at 

signalized intersections  
 Upgrade non-ADA compliant curb ramps  
 Repair sidewalks to address safety and 

tripping hazards 
 Resurface Cameron and Prince Streets, 

where necessary  
 Restripe crosswalks and provide high 

visibility crosswalks at major crossings 
 Provide bicycle lanes with no loss of parking 

spaces or travel lanes by narrowing travel 
lanes 

 Provide priority shared lane markings where 
existing right-of-way is constrained 

 Install bike box at Daingerfield onto Prince 

New Intersections with 
Pedestrian Countdown 

Signals 

Miles of New Bicycle 
Facilities 

Parking Spaces & Travel 
Lanes Removed Implementation 

7 2.0 0 SPRING  
2017  

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
Cameron and Prince streets are set to have bike lanes installed this spring, 
as well as pedestrian crosswalk countdown signals and other improvements.
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1. Runners begin the annual five-mile race  
 Thanksgiving morning.
2. Michael Wardian and Rosie won first  
 place in the dog division and 12th place  
 overall.
3 Matias Palavecino and his daughter took  
 fastest stroller honors.
4. Sinke Biyadgilgn won the women’s division, 
  setting a new women’s course record.
5. Tsegaye Getachew took first place overall,  
 setting a new men’s course record.

The Turkey flew the coop

1

2 3 4 5

 Gary Ansley approaches the 
real estate business in an orga-
nized and detailed manner. His 
goal is to help his clients buy and 
sell their homes without stress. 
“Everyone wins with stress-free 
transactions,” he said. 
 Gary, who hails from a suburb 
of Columbus, Ohio, has a low-key 
and reassuring Midwestern man-
ner. After graduating from Findlay 
College with an economics degree, 
he served in an Army reserve unit 
and then moved to Maryland at 
the suggestion of a friend.
 His first job was as branch 
manager for a savings and loan, 
where he gained valuable insight 
into the finance aspect of real es-
tate. After a couple of years, he 
decided to switch careers. “I took 
classes at night to get my real 

estate license and sold my first 
house three days after I started,” 
Gary said. He was off and running 
— and hasn’t looked back in the 41 
years since.
 That first client came from an 
open house, and Gary says most of 
his subsequent buyers and sellers 
have come from word of mouth or 
referrals, including many repeat 
clients. “They trust me,” he said. “I 
try to give such good service that 
people come back to me.” 
 There are two main facets to 
his customer service. The first is 
the way he goes the extra mile to 
help sellers get their houses ready 
for market. Gary has a list of trust-
ed contractors that he says save 
his clients a lot of money, and he 
will even manage the contractors 
himself if his clients wish. 

 And his finance experience is a 
boon to buyers trying to navigate 
the mortgage process. Gary walks 
clients meticulously through 
home loan procedures to help 
make sure they obtain approval. 
 Gary advises buyers to “sit 
down and go through the home 
purchasing process from A to Z 
with all of the possible issues that 
can come up.” He tells sellers their 
key is to do a thorough job of get-
ting their houses completely ready 
before listing them.
 An avid fisherman and sports 
buff, Gary has lived in Alexandria 
with his wife Diana since 1978. 
They have three grown children 
and a granddaughter. He says buy-
ers and sellers should choose their 
realtor carefully and then “have 
trust in your agent.”

Gary Ansley • 41 Years of Real Estate Experience

Gary Ansley
202-288-7946
gary.ansley@ 
@LNF.com 

“Getting it done one client at a time.” 

LONG & FOSTER OLD TOW N R EALTOR SPOTLIGHT
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to the money already planned 
for the City Hall renovation, 
Alexandria will need to spend 
millions of additional dollars to 
move the government’s opera-
tions to swing spaces while the 
building is closed.
 Wilson suggested city of-
ficials consider ways to make 
the move as efficient as possible 
— and that means considering 
which agencies should be head-
quartered in City Hall.
 “When considering other fa-
cilities’ needs, there are uses we 
could move out associated with 
that work and not move back, 
and other uses that are cur-
rently outside the building that 
we move back when we’re done 
with the renovation so we poten-
tially have uses we don’t need 
to move twice,” Wilson said. 
“Uses that are not necessarily 
dealing with customers every 
day could be in other places.”
 And he argued that some of 
the city’s so-called “customer 
service” elements could be scat-
tered more equitably throughout 
the city.
 “Most of the residents live 
nowhere near this building, so 
expecting the customer service 
elements to be in one building 
in a really inconvenient location 
for most residents is not reason-
able and it is not appropriate,” 
Wilson said. “We need to think 
about all residents, the totality of 
the city.”
 But Mayor Allison Silberberg 
was reticent to endorse the idea 
of moving services out of the his-
toric building permanently.
 “This is an iconic building 
and it is a building that is our 

seat of government,” she said. 
“Whether we have office space 
elsewhere, I think we should 
have that conversation. … If 
we can have more services on 
the West End, I think that’s a 
good idea, actually, and we can 
have that conversation. But this 
historic building needs to be 
invested in. It’s part of our heri-
tage and our future.”
 City Councilor John Chap-
man argued that it is possible to 
continue to treasure City Hall 
while moving some services 
away into newer and more geo-
graphically central facilities.
 “There are a number of cit-
ies that have an old city hall, and 
have transitioned into a newer 
building, whether it be for ser-
vices or the vision of that coun-
cil or that city to do so,” he said. 
“Philadelphia and Richmond 
come to mind as cities that still 
considered their old city halls as 
valued historic assets. So I don’t 
think the value of the building is 
lost if some services, positions 
and people move out of it, be-
cause it’s here and preserved to 
that level where we do value it.”
 But City Councilor Del Pep-
per demurred at that idea.
 “I would certainly hate to 
see a time when City Hall is 
not preserved for the purpose of 
running the government,” she 
said. “There is maybe a need for 
things on the West End, and I 
would be glad to carry on that 
conversation, but in terms of the 
major workings of government, 
this is the place.
 “It has the historical back-
ground and it’s a comfortable 
place, and after two years of 
improvements, I think everyone 
will be singing its praises.”

FACILITIES       FROM | 11

 Callahan said the laws are 
not being enforced properly, 
as there is a disparity between 
city code and the state codes 
regarding failure to yield to 
pedestrians. Under the city or-
dinance, Callahan said drivers 
are charged for failure to yield 
to pedestrians in “a specifical-
ly-marked crosswalk,” which 
only applies to crosswalks 

with signs stating fines could 
be imposed for violation.
 She said the city failed to 
incorporate a portion of state 
law that allows for fines to be 
levied at regular street cross-
ings, not just ones that are spe-
cifically signed as fineable. In-
stead, scofflaw drivers could 
be charged under state law, 
but the revenue from any fine 
would go to the state instead of 
city coffers.

 Recently, the Alexandria 
Police Department has worked 
with the city attorney’s office 
to work on fixing the ordinance 
to incorporate all crosswalks. 
Officials with the APD’s traffic 
unit did not respond to requests 
for comment.
 “It’s a very sad indication of 
how something that shouldn’t 

have been overlooked in the 
first place continues to be over-
looked, should be corrected 
promptly and has been going on 
for a month now,” Callahan said.
 For his part, Lambert said 
traffic laws will continue to be 
enforced.
 “We do a lot of work to make 
sure we are reminding all road 

users that we all have responsi-
bilities when we’re out there,” 
he said. “I fully anticipate that 
the police department is going 
to continue to work with us and 
with their partners in the com-
munity to make sure that we are 
reminding motorists, bicyclists, 
pedestrians, transit riders that 
you have to be aware.”
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town,” said Kenneth Svendsen, 
CEO of Entertainment Cruises, 
in a statement. “The Wharf is 
the perfect launch point for us 
to build on more than 30 years 
of service and excellence and 
create unforgettable memories 
for even more residents and 
guests. We look forward to 
growing with the community 
for years to come.”
 Entertainment Cruises is 
the nation’s largest dining 
cruise company with a fleet of 
38 vessels, and it acquired the 
locally owned Potomac Riv-
erboat Company in May. PRC 
remains headquartered in Al-
exandria, and Willem Polak, 
who has operated PRC since 
1974, remains CEO. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Company currently operates 
water taxi routes to Nation-
al Harbor, Mount Vernon, 
Georgetown and the National 
Mall to and from Old Town, 
as well as sightseeing tours 
and dining cruises. Polak did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.
 City spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said in an email that En-
tertainment Cruises has not 
formally made a request to 
expand service to and from 
the waterfront, and that there 
are still some details to be 
ironed out.
 “While the city’s operating 
agreement with the company 
effectively prohibits commut-
er service, we are supportive 
of a robust network of tour-
ist and visitor connections to 
Alexandria,” Fifer said. “We 

look forward to evaluating 
any request for expansion 
once we receive it.”
 The proposed service is 
the first step in what appears 
to be an ambitious plan to 
expand water taxi service 
across the region, according 
to Monty Hoffman, CEO of 
P.N. Hoffman, lead developer 
of The Wharf.
 “We’re talking commuter 
routes. Maybe we’ll lobby 
for a stop at Reagan National 
Airport,” Hoffman told the 
Washington Business Journal. 
“I don’t know, it’s just in my 
nature to keep going.”
 The new water taxi route 
comes hot on the heels of con-
firmation by NVRC officials 
that Alexandria will not be 
used as a terminus point in the 
commission’s proposed com-
muter ferry service. A study 
found last year that a service 
could be feasible from the 
waterfront to D.C., Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling and the 
headquarters of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.
 But significant push back 
followed from city councilors, 
who raised concerns about 
the impact of traffic conges-
tion from riders driving to and 
from the waterfront during 
peak hours.
 City Councilor Del Pepper, 
who represents the city along-
side City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley on the NVRC, said at coun-
cil’s November 9 meeting that 
after receiving a $173,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime Ad-
ministration, the commission 
will undertake a “generic study” 

WATER TAXI      FROM | 9

Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria 

not being the starting-point for the 
ferry. A starting-point for any transit 
service usually means a lot of cars 
get brought to that starting point, 
and clearly along our waterfront we 
do not have that capacity.”

- Mark Jinks, City manager Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

Studio/Eff - 
$995.00

   *
1 Bedrooms 
$1130.00 - 
$1300.00

   *
2 Bedrooms 
$1450.00

   All Utilities are included in the rent

*Controlled access buildings

*Free Parking

*Fitness Center

*24 Hour Emergency 
  Maintenance

*Balcony (Select Units)

*Office Hours:  
  Monday – Friday 
  9AM to 5PM and  
  Saturday 10AM – 2PM

*301-630-9500 
  Call for Rental Information

Casual Elegant High Rise  
Apartment Living

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

to analyze other routes and will 
exclude Alexandria.
 Acting NVRC executive di-
rector Bob Lazaro confirmed 
the change in an interview last 
week.
 “The staff takes direction 
from the full commission, 
but I think that the commis-
sion has heard clearly from 
Alexandria their concerns,” 

Lazaro said. “The staff will 
be proposing this alternative 
analysis for routes that would 
not include Alexandria.”
 Instead, Lazaro said routes 
linking National Harbor, 
Woodbridge and Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling will be ex-
amined, and that while no site 
has been chosen, Alexandri-
ans need not worry.

 “Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria not 
being the starting-point for the 
ferry,” said City Manager Mark 
Jinks at council’s November 
9 meeting. “A starting-point 
for any transit service usually 
means a lot of cars get brought 
to that starting point, and clear-
ly along our waterfront we do 
not have that capacity.”

BIKE LANES      FROM | 13
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Thanks to everyone who made  

2016 a terrific year for The Golubin Group  

at TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

Cindy Byrnes Golubin
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

Phone: +1 202.437.3861

Cgolubin@ttrsir.com  | www.cindygolubin.ttrsir.com

The Campagna Center’s  
         “Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend”

and 

The Arthritis Foundation’s  
“Jingle Bell Run” at Pentagon Row

  
          Come out and join us!

The Golubin Group is the proud sponsor of  
two wonderful events on December 3, 2016:

400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314



....WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 1, 2016 | 17 

You’re invited to our

Come join us!

One
Day

Only!
Saturday, Dec. 10, 2016 • 11:00am – 4:00pm 
Pauline Books & Media, Old Town, Alexandria 
• Picture-taking with Baby Jesus
• Bring your own camera; costumes provided
• Birthday cake, crafts, story-telling, & more
• Fun for the whole family!

Baby Jesus Birthday Party!

Pauline Books & Media 1025 King Street, Alexandria, VA
For info: 703-549-3806 or alexandria@paulinemedia.com

Presented by the
100-Member Adult Choir, Orchestra, and Dance Ministries of

IMMANUEL BIBLE CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA

DECEMBER 8-11, 2016
Purchase tickets online at www.ibcva.com/tickets

Christmas by Candlelight 2016

 2016 Holiday Services

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
warmly welcomes you  

to celebrate the birth of Christ at one of  
our Advent and Christmas service offerings.

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314
www.stpaulsalexandria.com

DECEMBER 11, 9:00 A.M.  
Christmas Pageant

DECEMBER 18, 11:00 A.M.  
Advent Lessons & Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE
12:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist

4:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist with 
Angel Choir & Youth Ensemble

5:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and 
Holy Eucharist with St. Cecilia 
& Women’s Choirs and Brass

10:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and  
Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir and Brass

CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist Family Service

JANUARY 1, 10:00 A.M. 
Christmas Lessons & Carols

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2:30PM | Women’s Christmas Tea | Belle Haven Country Club
Sunday, Dec. 11, 10AM | Service of Lessons and Carols | 1801 North Quaker Ln.

Sunday, Dec. 18, 5PM | Caroling in Old Town | Starbucks, 100 S. Union St.
Thurday, Dec. 22, 5PM | Neighborhood Caroling | 1801 North Quaker Ln.

Saturday, Dec. 24, 4:30PM | Christmas Pageant | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Saturday, Dec. 24, 9PM | Christmas Eve Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Sunday, Dec. 25, 10AM | Christmas Day Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Sunday, Jan. 1, 10AM | New Year’s Day Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.

Contact us for more information: 703-535-6815
or admin@ctkalexandria.org

Join us this
Advent Season as we celebrate

the Coming of Christ our King
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ONLINE, ON  
YOUR TIME
Higher Education,  

100% Online
• Masters’ Degrees
•	Certificates
• Undergraduate  

Degree Completion
Learn	more	at	citadel.edu/online

INTELLIGENCE

BUSINESS

LEADERSHIP

AND MORE...

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Setting the holidays alight

Photos by James Cullum
Alexandria officials, luminaries and residents 
gathered in Market Square last Friday to cele-
brate the city’s annual holiday tree-lighting cere-
mony. Alexander Kocsis, 6, and his grandmother 
Vivian, enjoy the tree lighting ceremony.

2. Mayor Allison Silberberg officiates Alexandria’s holiday tree lighting ceremony.
 3-4. Pre-lighting entertainers keep the crowd happy. 

5. Terral Lewis, 4 and little brother Aiden, 2, confer with Santa and  
    Mrs. Claus.

6. A family poses for a photo in front of the city’s newly lit holiday  
  tree.

1

2

4

3

5

6
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1721 West Braddock Rd • Alexandria, VA 22302 • 703.998.3030
1503 Mt. Vernon Ave • Alexandria, VA 22301 • 703.837.0500 
391 West Bay Front Rd • Lothian, MD 20711 • 410.867.9500

www.GreenstreetGardens.com

From Our  
Greenhouse  

To Your Home
Fresh Trees & Greens 

Poinsettias • Ornaments 
Holiday Gifts & Accents

Firewood • Christmas Lights
Home Décor & More

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook  

national harbor company store
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902
national harbor company store

NOVEMBER 10
thru 

DECEMBER 31
10:00am to 8:00pm

weekly events calendar

COME
VISIT US
AT 116

KING ST

Over 25 fresh & emerging designers

@116king     571-699-5332 |116King.com|

 s we gear up for the busy holiday season, a foolproof plan is essential for throwing an unforgettable 
party everyone will be talking about. Whether it’s a casual weekend brunch, formal sit-down dinner 

or a glitzy cocktail party, you want to make sure the atmosphere is set, and that you’re party ready.
 Nate Berkus— interior designer, design guru, artistic advisor to LG STUDIO appliances, expert party 

planner and host advises — “The key to minimizing stress during the holiday entertaining season is to keep 
things simple, and be as prepared as possible. Making sure everyone is relaxed and enjoying themselves is 

the most important element of a good party. Nothing should feel uptight or over-complicated.”
 Berkus shares his best holiday entertaining tips - from the festive to the practical and, of course, always stylish.
 It’s OK to leave the cooking to someone else when throwing a festive holiday get together. Call your favorite neighborhood 
restaurant and have them cater it. Decant the dishes on to beautiful plates, platters and bowls. No one will know!
 Make sure your kitchen is ready, as it ends up becoming command central at any party where guests love to congregate
 Prep work is key. Prepare as much as you can in advance as you want to be able to greet each and every guest and be a 
part of the party. Have your holiday cocktail ready to go, the wine open and the sparkling water set up at a bar where guests 
can help themselves. Every horizontal space is an opportunity, so use trays, side tables and your kitchen island to set up 
food stations. You want your guests to feel at home.
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Shop from the

TORPEDO FACTORY ARTISTS

Fiber 
A variety of bags, wearables, 

ornaments  & more

Jewelry 
Rings, earrings, necklaces, & 

custom engraving for everyone

Ceramics
One-of-a-kind items for 
display, table, and wall

Paintings
Oil, acrylic, and watercolor 
originals and limited prints

Sculpture
Glass, metal, & wood 

pieces of all sizes

Photography
Black & white and color pictures 

of all sizes and styles

And much, 
much more! 

Purchase a gift 
as unique as 

the person you 
are giving it to!

Find many of our member artists & galleries at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center

105 N Union St, Alexandria, VA. Open daily 10 am - 6 pm

Learn about the artist plan for art center management at www.factoryartists.org
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Handmade Prints
Hand pulled prints from a  

variety of printmaking techniques
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“One look is all it took to book a reservation”
www.henquarter.com

801 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 684-8969

RAISED RIGHT!
Locally raised, all-natural 
food served right with true 
Southern Hospitality.

Experience the Art 
of Jewelry

703.549.8530 • WWW.SILVERPARROT.COM

Open Every Day & Evenings
113 King Street, Alexandria,VA 22314

Happy  
       Holidays!

Your Host!

Best Sellers!

Store Location 
106 North  

Saint Asaph Street  
Alexandria, VA 

www. tsaltstyle.com

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 
Sunday 12pm - 5pm 
703-664-0585

Great Gifts for

Flavored Toothpicks

Candy Giftsets

The Guide

Like Snowflakes On Your Tongue, 
Whole Dogz is THAT Good!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

 

• Stop by for Holiday  
Daycare, Boarding,  
Grooming

        • Holiday Gifts for  
        your best friend  
          (and some good  
           stuff for yourself  
           too!)

              • Healthy Food,  
           Treats and  
       Supplements!

        • Lick N Ride Van  
   delivering your 
  pup and your  
 shopping cart!!!

• Don’t forget your pup this Holiday Season! 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

  Need a little?  Need a lot?
From pies to sides,  
to the whole meal  

Let Bittersweet do the cooking!

 ‘We’re still here – 
just as we’ve been 

since ‘83’

Catering (703) 549-2708

C AT E R I N G  • B A K E RY

bittersweetcatering.com                       

Let BITTERSWEET help you entertain. 

....WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  NOVEMBER 3, 2016 | 11 

There is a geography that is 
going to be impacted by this 

project. The benefit is not necessarily 
going to accrue to that geography, 
and so I think any funding plan for 
how we distribute transportation 
funds should recognize that fact.”

- Vice Mayor Justin Wilson

Project would extend HOT 
lanes through Alexandria 
to Pentagon
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The project to expand the 
Interstate 395 express lanes 
north through Alexandria to the 
D.C. line came under scrutiny 
last week from city councilors, 
who wanted to ensure the city 
receives its fair share of transit 
funding from toll revenues.
 The lanes would replace the 
high-occupancy vehicle lanes 
on I-395 for eight miles from 
Turkeycock Run near I-395’s 
Edsall Road exit to the vicin-
ity of Eads Street in Arlington 
County, near the Pentagon.
 The Virginia Department 
of Transportation is partnering 
with Transurban to complete the 
plan as part of the comprehen-
sive agreement between the two 
bodies to provide express lanes 
on I-95. Construction is slated to 
begin next summer and last un-
til summer 2019.
 Solo drivers pay a toll to use 
the express lanes — formally 
known as high-occupancy toll 
lanes — while carpools of two 
or more riders, vanpools and 
buses can use the lanes toll-free. 
 Toll rates are adjusted 
based on congestion to ensure 
the HOT lanes are free flow-
ing, and the lanes’ direction 
can be reversed at different 
times of the day to take into 
account which way the major-
ity of drivers travel.
 As part of the project, Trans-
urban has committed to paying a 
minimum of $15 million annu-
ally to the jurisdictions through 
which the new lanes will run 
— the city of Alexandria and 
Arlington and Fairfax counties 
— to fund transit services and 
new projects along the corridor.
 VDOT megaprojects di-
rector Susan Shaw told city 
council at its October 25 meet-
ing that the money could go to 
local transit agencies or fund 
specific projects and elements 

IMAGE/VDOT
The Virginia Department of Transportation will extend the high- 
occupancy toll lanes on I-395 through Alexandria in a project slated 
to begin construction this summer.

I-395 express lane expansion 
heating up

that benefit travel in this seg-
ment of I-395, and that VDOT 
is committed to revenue shar-
ing between the jurisdictions.
 Among the projects VDOT 
officials said the toll money 
could go towards in Alex-
andria are making existing 
DASH bus routes run more fre-
quently; the purchase of new 
DASH buses; improvements to 
the DASH bus garage; the pro-
posed bus rapid transit servic-
es on the West End and along 
Duke Street; improvements to 
the King Street and Van Dorn 
Street Metro stations; the pro-
posed Potomac Yard Metro 
station; and new or expanded 
transit centers at Landmark 

Mall and Mark Center.
 But councilors sought as-
surances that Alexandria 
would receive its fair share of 
toll money for local projects, 
since the express lanes would 
run through the city’s borders. 
 VDOT special projects 
manager Amanda Baxter said 
the tolls accrued as part of the 
improvements to I-66 inside 
the Capital Beltway were given 
to the Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Commission, which 
then administered the funding 
through its own process to se-
lect projects.
 Baxter said a transit study 

 Walk Out with
 A Great Dress

 Step In to 

Store Location 
106 North Saint Asaph Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-664-0585

www. tsaltstyle.com

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 

 Sunday 12pm - 5pm 

516 Oronoco St., Alexandria, VA  22314 
703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com

Lose 10lbs by 
New Year’s?
  Define your body in 
    25 minutes with 

  SculpSure®

The 25 minute  
 game changer

POSH Med Spa!

Call today 
for a phone 
consultation  

SEE HOT LANES  | 14
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Titans senior won  
Patriot Conference meet, 
finished in top 10 in  
regionals and states
BY CHRIS TEALE

 In the three days leading up 
to his postseason cross coun-
try races for T.C. Williams, se-
nior Jack Mackey ate the same 
dinners, following what his 
father referred to as the “win-
ning routine.”
 Mackey would eat jamba-
laya pasta one night, spaghetti 
the next, then Chipotle, all 
leading up to his major races 
at the end of the cross country 
season. The routine paid off.
 On October 26, he became 
the first Titans runner in pro-
gram history to win a con-
ference or district title, as he 

raced to glory in the Patriot 
Conference meet in Burke 
Lake, Va. with a time of 15:12 
on the 5,000-meter course.
 The following week, Mack-
ey finished fourth in the Vir-
ginia High School League 6A 
North regional meet in Burke 
Lake with a time of 15:20, 
and then sixth in the VHSL 
6A state competition at Great 
Meadow in The Plains, Va. 
with a time of 15:45, all in 
5,000-meter events.
 “To go out there and to win, 
it felt really great, especially 
to show I’m here to compete. 
I’m not just a T.C. runner who 
might get fifth or sixth at con-
ference,” Mackey said.  “I’m a 
T.C. runner who has a shot at 
winning, and who you should 
take seriously.”
 It has been quite a change 
for Mackey, who said he ini-
tially took up running as a 
freshman at T.C. during the 
winter to stay in shape ahead 
of soccer tryouts. But after 
not making the cut, he chose 
to focus on running distance 

track events and cross country 
instead. Mackey first made the 
Titans cross country team as a 
sophomore.
 The strategy differs be-
tween cross country and track. 
As opposed to track, where 
competitors typically start in 
staggered heats, cross coun-

try runners are part of a single 
mass start and then run on dif-
ferent terrains and gradients 
before reaching the finish line 
5,000 meters later.
 Mackey said he tries to as-
sert himself early and get into 

SEE MACKEY | 23

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria/jumpstart

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

FIT TODAY...
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.

3 sessions for $99
Limited Time Offer

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
T.C. Williams senior Jack Mackey 
made cross country history this 
season: on October 26, he be-
came the first Titan to win the Pa-
triot Conference title.

COURTESY PHOTO 
After winning the Patriot Conference title, Mackey finished fourth 
in the VHSL 6A North regional meet, then sixth in states to cap a 
strong postseason for the T.C. Williams senior.

Jack Mackey makes cross country 
history for T.C. Williams
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I would like to think I’m a 
good example of that and 

have shown the people on my 
team that, because I didn’t come 
in naturally amazing at running 
but three or four years later I’m 
competing and competing with 
the top guys in the state. That’s 
what I’ve been trying to show the 
young guys on the team and even 
my fellow seniors on the team: if 
you’re willing to put in the work, 
you can do just as well, if not 
better, than how I’m doing.”
- Jack Mackey, Cross country runner, T.C. Williams

the leading group, but ideally 
not take the lead. He said it 
can be mentally taxing to act 
as the pace-setter while ev-
eryone else can match your 
stride.
 “I had the same mentality, 
but last year I think I went out 
way too fast a lot, so I’d waste a 
lot of energy in the first mile,” 
he said. “It was hard for me to 
balance this idea of going out 
and not being in front so I can 
hold back a little, but also not 
holding back too much and let-
ting someone else I know is 
faster than me at the end take 
control of the race. Tradition-
ally, I like to go out a little 
quicker and then bide my time 
until the last mile.”
 Mackey said he sometimes 
struggles with pre-race nerves, 
which were alleviated during 
the regular season and confer-
ence meets thanks to the pres-
ence of his teammates as well 
as cheering coaches and family.
 At regionals and states, the 
senior was T.C.’s lone repre-
sentative, but he said the com-
bination of self-esteem and 
some strong relationships with 
runners from other schools 
carried him through.
 “This year, I went in and 
knew I had the ability to win,” 
Mackey said. “In my mind, I 

knew if it came down it, I could 
win this thing. And I think that 
really helped me overcome the 
nerves, this amount of confi-
dence.
 “I knew I had the potential 
to win this. Going out there 
and running at states, I think I 
enjoyed it more than last year 
and I competed better.”
 In addition, Mackey said 
he tried to serve as an example 
to the younger runners on the 
team, a program he said should 
continue to improve as it gains 
in numbers.
 “Anyone can be good at 
distance running as long as 
you put in the time and effort, 
and I would like to think I’m a 
good example of that and have 
shown the people on my team 
that, because I didn’t come in 
naturally amazing at running 
but three or four years later 
I’m competing and competing 
with the top guys in the state,” 
he said. “That’s what I’ve been 
trying to show the young guys 
on the team and even my fellow 
seniors on the team: if you’re 
willing to put in the work, you 
can do just as well, if not better, 
than how I’m doing.”
 To cap his cross country 
season, Mackey competed at 
the Foot Locker Cross Country 
South Regional meet at McAl-
pine Creek Park in Charlotte, 
N.C. on November 26. In the 
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   Dear
Christians, 
and Others:

 
 

©2016 by Padre Don.

With the devil on a roll across America,
 WE ASK OURSELVES  

“WHAT CAN WE DO FOR
      ‘JESUS TODAY?”

You Jesus” every day
with Faith, Love, Joy and Hope

in our Hearts. 

We can answer by simply saying:

“Dear Readers:
“JOIN US in sending the sus’‘ ad  across America

by urging families and friends to scan ‘it’ into their
Facebook and Twitter accounts – press send,” Padre Don.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2016), and visit 
 

www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products
. 

You can also contact 
 

us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

We help people. That’s 
what we do. Our goal is to 
make a difference in each 
member’s life.

Law School in 1954, where he 
earned an LLB, magna cum 
laude, and was an editor of 
the Harvard Law Review.
 After three years in the 
U.S. Army, Dunn decided to 
pursue a legal career in the 
Washington, D.C. region. He 
spent more than 50 years as 
an attorney at Ivins, Phillips 
& Barker, focusing on estate 
planning and business tax 
matters at a firm that engages 
in federal income tax, em-
ployee benefits and estate and 
gift tax law.
 He lived with his first wife 
in Washington and Arlington 
before moving to Potomac, 
Md. His wife died in 1975, 
and then Dunn married Loti 
Kennedy Savage in 1978. 
They lived in Potomac while 
they remodeled their house in 
Alexandria to accommodate 
the five children they had be-
tween them. They settled in 
the Port City in 1980.
 After moving to Alexan-
dria, Dunn joined the Old 
Town Civic Association and 
served as its treasurer, and 
served on the board of Hop-
kins House for a decade. He 
was appointed to the city’s 
human rights commission 
in 1983, then served on the 
board of zoning appeals, 
where he was vice chairman. 
He also served on a commis-
sion that revised the city’s 
zoning code, whose recom-
mendations were adopted by 
city council in 1992.
 Dunn was appointed to the 
planning commission in 1995, 
and during his tenure on that 
body he gained a reputation 
as a thoughtful commissioner 
who was keen to listen to ev-
ery viewpoint. 
 He voted against the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Of-
fice project due to fears that 
it would lead to a dead zone 
of inactivity in Carlyle dur-
ing the evenings, and would 
sometimes abstain from votes 
if he objected to aspects of the 
process that brought a project 
before the commission.

 “Stew was always really 
thoughtful about his delib-
erations and took into ac-
count the viewpoint of all of 
the members of the public 
that would come and appear 
before us on an issue,” said 
current planning commission 
vice chairman Nathan Macek. 
“He really took the time to 
think through their views be-
fore he would come to a deci-
sion about an issue.”
 In addition to his work 
with the city, Dunn was a 
lifelong advocate for civil 
rights and civil liberties, 
and was elected to the board 
of the Virginia affiliate of 
the ACLU in 1991. Macek 
said Dunn would bring that 
background to planning 
commission deliberations 
as well, especially on the is-
sue of signage and the First 
Amendment as well as other 
subjects.
 “There is so much one can 
say about him personally and 
professionally,” said ACLU Vir-
ginia executive director Claire 
Guthrie Gastanaga in a state-
ment. “None of the words would 
be adequate to convey how deep 
and profound is our loss. 
 “Stew understood the core 
essence of the ACLU’s prin-
ciples like very few people — 
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Stew [Dunn]
understood 

the core essence 
of the ACLU’s 
principles like 
very few people — 
that an open and 
compassionate 
mind combined 
with a strong sense 
of the value of 
individual rights 
and opinion will 
yield the best result 
in most situations.”
-whose quote is this 

here please
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Join us for an 
Open House 
 December 7 
 January 5 
 January 10

Grades K-8  coed

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301

www.acdsnet.or
g
703.837.1303

Community Minded    

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Balanced

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ILSAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr. K-8 

Open House  
Thursday, December 8th, 9 AM

Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Interested in an excellent academic 
environment that nurtures your child’s 
mind, heart, and body?

4th-8th Grade Upper School

seeded boys’ meet for the elite 
high school runners and his 
last before focusing on indoor 
track, he finished 69th out of 
283 runners.
 And while he has not made 
any firm decisions on where he 
wants to go after graduation, 
Mackey said he would like to 
keep running in some form.
 “It’s not only something 
to stay physically in shape, I 
think cross country and track 
has taught me a lot about pa-
tience in life and hard work and 
setting goals,” he said. “Those 
life lessons have helped me a 
lot, and there are definitely 
some intrinsic benefits I get 
from running.”

www.acdsnet.org
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ALEXANDRIA’S
NONPROFITS

Making a difference every day. 

You can make a difference with your tax deductible donation to charity. 
Please consider donating to these worthy causes.

Honor a loved one with a gift to their favorite nonprofit.

During our 2015-16 program 
year, we served 2,086 infants, 

preschoolers, elementary school 
children, middle and high school 

teens, and adult English Language 
Learners. Your support helped us 

transform lives - thank you!

for supporting The Campagna Center
Thank you 

Learn more and donate: www.campagnacenter.org

Located at 900 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Thanks for donating 
& shopping in 2016!

Donate new but unwanted gifts 
& receive a 2016 tax deduction*

*Confirm with an accountant

Senior Services of Alexandria  
thanks all of its many supporters 
for helping us make a difference  
in the lives of Alexandria’s seniors.
www.seniorservicesalex.org

CFC: 97867

Sometimes the best gifts  
are those you can’t unwrap… 

the security of knowing there is a 
community of neighbors right here  

to support and encourage you.  

At Home in Alexandria (AHA) 
wishes you the happiest of holidays.

We invite you to learn more.

Helping our Alexandria neighbors remain independent and in their own homes

703.231.0824
www.athomeinalexandria.org 
aha@athomeinalexandria.org

YOU can make a
DIFFERENCE

Turning ideas into actions and resources into results
To donate now, go to www.actforalexandria.org

Compa ny Name
T A G L I N E  H E R E

Compa ny Name
T A G L I N E  H E R E



....WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 1, 2016 | 25 

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray
703-549-1108 

www.velocitycoop.org

The Alexandria Fire 
Department BFSPA and 
VéloCity Bike Co-op are 
seeking donations for

our annual Holiday Bike
Giveaway. Drop   off your
new or gently      used
   children’s       bike at:

7 days a week noon - 5pm
Black Fire Service Professionals 

Of Alexandria BFSPA
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Bikes for Kids
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(703) 231-7199 
kingstreetcats.org 

Wish List 
The cats and kittens at King Street Cats would love to 
find the following items in their winter stockings: 

PET STORE GIFT CARDS 
WET & DRY CAT FOOD 
SCRATCHING POSTS ❄ CAT TOYS 
FELIWAY REFILLS ❄ PAPER TOWELS ❄ TRASH BAGS 
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Our largest fundraiser. 
All proceeds are used to cover the costs of  

camp for underprivileged children, 
so that every child has an opportunity 

to attend our summer program.

110 Callahan Drive in Alexandria VA 
directly across from the Masonic Temple
**  Voted best non-profit in Alexandria for the last 

3 years by Alexandria Times Readers** 

For more information:www.AlexPYC.org

Alexandria 
Police 

Youth Camp
Est 1947

Alexandria Times’

Cause of the Month

Alexandria Police Youth Camp 
Annual Christmas Tree Sale

Sending 20,000 children to 
Summer Camp since 1947
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ARTS 28 CALENDAR
KICK OFF THE HOLIDAYS IN ALEXANDRIA
The holiday season starts with a bang this week-
end with the city playing host for one of it’s big-
gest events — The Campagna Center’s Scottish 
Christmas Walk Weekend (parade map page 33). 

29 HOMES
HOLIDAY LIGHTS TO BRING HAPPINESS

Illuminate your holiday season with decorative 
lighting for your home that has numerous design 
possibilities. It is a sure-fire way for to spread hap-
piness and peace.

30
SILVER BELLES, THE PRODUCTION

Get your tickets now “while the gettin’ is good” 
for this hilarious and charming production from 
Signature Theater that will get you dancing in 
your seat even during a funeral scene. 

Exercising your senior pet
BY KIM GILLIAM

 Pets, just like humans, need 
to stay active as they get older. 
Their aging bodies 
lose muscle tone, 
balance and fluid 
movement without 
regular exercise, 
and a lack of ex-
ercise promotes 
faster aging and 
increased risk of 
injury.
 It’s important to 
keep them active 
in order to avoid this vicious 
cycle. Additional benefits of ex-
ercise include improved cell re-
pair and regeneration, reduced 
stress and increased energy 
level. Set aside 20 to 30 minutes 
each day to activate your senior 
pet’s mind and body.
 Three groups of exercises 

help senior pets stay active 
and pain-free: those specifi-
cally designed to maintain 

strength, flexibil-
ity and balance; 
short, frequent 
walks to maintain 
heart health; and 
massage to relieve 
aches and pains.
 Your pet 
may not be able to 
do the same exer-
cises it did when 
it was younger, so 

you may be tempted to take it 
easy on them. Consider instead 
trying something different, for 
example:
 TREAT REACHES: This 
exercise helps with flexibility, 
improved balance and physical 

Kim Gilliam
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Get your older pet up and excercising 
with just a few simple excercises for 
20 minutes a day to keep the aches 
and pains away.



JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

stability. Start with your pet in 
a standing position, then have 
them reach for a treat without 
taking any steps.
 Offer the treat from various 
angles to encourage stretching 
in different directions, and then 
reward them when they reach 
the desired position. Make it 
more challenging by requiring 
them to hold the position for 10 
to 30 seconds.
 HIGH STEPPING: This 
will help with balance, stabil-
ity and flexibility. Place two to 
four obstacles in front of your 
pet a half-body length apart 
and lead them over — don’t let 
them hop; they should purpose-
ly step over and place each leg. 
Use sticks or broom handles 
balanced on paint cans, small 
boxes, bricks, etc. — start at 
ground level, then wrist height, 
then just below the knee joint.
 CANINE MASSAGE: Ma-
nipulate the soft tissues of the 
body to bring about positive 
changes in muscles, tendons and 
ligaments while encouraging 
relaxation, pain management, 
range of motion and overall 
health. Start by making large, 
gentle sweeping motions toward 
the heart, beginning at the joint 
closest to the spine then work 
your way down to the toes — al-
ways stroking toward the heart.
 PASSIVE RANGE OF MO-
TION: Gentle movements of the 
joints through flexion and exten-
sion performed with your pet ly-
ing down, one joint at a time. Use 
a light two-finger touch to gently, 
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:
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SENIOR PETS     FROM | 26 A great thing to do for 
your older dog is ca-
nine massage for relax-
ation, pain managage-
ment, range of motion 
and overall health.

smoothly move the joint. Do not 
force the movement; your pet 
will let you know what is com-
fortable.
 SIDE STEPPING: With 
your pet standing in a square 
position, apply gentle even 
pressure at the hip and shoul-
der area until they lift their feet 
off the ground and step off to 
the side. Your pet should never 
be falling over or losing their 
balance.
 FIGURE EIGHTS: Place 
chairs two body lengths apart in 
a line. Starting at one chair, slow-
ly walk in a figure-eight pattern 
with your pet on leash, or you 
may use a treat for them to chase. 
Increase difficulty by perform-
ing this exercise with a side step.
 BACKING UP: Line up 
your pet parallel to a wall and 
ask them to walk backwards; 
use a leash or a treat placed be-
tween the front legs to initiate 
this. This targets the hamstring 

muscles, which are important 
for the function of the rear legs. 
Increase the difficulty by having 
them step over an obstacle while 
walking backwards.
 PUSH-UPS: Perform these 
at the end of a walk or after 
a warm-up. Ask your pet to 
sit and then walk forward to 
get them to stand. If they are 
able, you can also ask for slow 
transitions between the sit and 
down positions.
 Recognize your limitations 
and those of your pet; seek the 
expertise of a veterinarian or 
therapist if you see signs of 
stress or discomfort.
 These exercises should be 
fun and a good bonding ex-
perience, so if your pet is not 
enjoying them take a break or 
try something else.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.
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calls “serious Christmas for se-
rious Christians,” is still on.
 The ladies are all aflutter 
until Oralene’s ghost returns 
as their muse and they begin 
to see the light. Think “Gold-
en Girls” meets “The Andy 
Griffith Show” for its hilari-
ous plot twists. I couldn’t help 
thinking this could be a terrific 
TV series.

 It’s hard to say who gets the 
most laughs. Migliaccio is ab-
solutely magical, but Dulaski is 
an endearing scene-stealer. Ber-
neice’s suggestion that they save 
production costs by using her 
Nativity-outfitted stuffed ani-
mals in the creche scene, “The 
Friendly Beasts” is classic. 
 Karma Camp deserves 
credit for the lively choreog-

raphy, Kelly Rudolph for some 
clever lighting surprises, and 
solo pianist Jacob Kidder, who 
keeps the spirit with a few 
Christmas standards inter-
woven with thirteen original 
numbers.
 And keep in mind these are 
some of Signature Theatre’s 
finest voices. For frequent au-
dience members, Payton cribs 

“And I Am Telling You,” from 
her big show “Dreamgirls.” 
Watch for it.

Through December 31  
at Signature Theatre,  
4200 Campbell Ave.,  
Arlington, VA 22206.  

For tickets and information 
call 703-820-9771 or visit 

www.signature-theatre.org.

‘Belles’ of the Christmas ball
28

PHOTOS/CHRISTOPHER MUELLER
Signature Theatre cap-
tures the holiday spirit with 
their latest production, 
“Silver Belles.” Following 
the death of moonshiner 
Oralene, four friends and 
her husband rush to put 
together a Christmas pag-
eant, to hilarious results.

Signature Theatre’s holiday 
production is hilarious and 
charming
BY JORDAN WRIGHT
 Composer and lyricist Matt 
Conner, whose past shows in-
clude “Crossing,” “The Hol-
low,” “Nevermore,” and “Par-
tial Eclipse,” in collaboration 
with lyricist Stephen Gregory 
Smith, gets us in the Christmas 
spirit with Signature Theatre’s 
production of “Silver Belles.”
 Set in Silver Ridge, Tenn., 
this rollicking musical — with 
a book by Allyson Currin — 
begins with a funeral. But 
don’t let that get you down.
 The death of Southern diva 
and Cherry Apple moonshiner 
Oralene (Donna Migliac-
cio, but think Dolly Parton’s 
tongue-in-cheek Southern 
charm) sets in motion a crazy, 
countrified mission to contin-
ue their best friend’s legacy — 
writing and staging the Christ-
mas pageant fundraiser for the 
local orphans at the River of 
Life Church. 
 Determined that the show 
must go on, three of her pals, 
Berneice (Ilona Dulaski), own-
er of Berneice’s Taxidermy 
Emporium, Gloria (Nova Y. 
Payton), a four-time divorcee, 
and Ruth Ann (Peggy Yates), a 
former beauty queen with seri-
ous baton-twirling skills, take 
up the reins.
 Unfortunately, Oralene’s 
husband Earl (Dan Manning), 
still in mourning, was her 
guitar-strumming composer 
and he’s got writer’s block. 
That is until Oralene gives him 
the inspiration and the show’s 
theme, “Take what you can. 
Give what you should while 
the gettin’ is good.”
 Meanwhile, Earl’s best 
friend Bo Jack (Naomi Jacob-
son), the show’s stage manager 
and local radio personality for 
the call-in show, “Swap Meet,” 
is under pressure from the com-
munity to deliver the news that 
the pageant, which Oralene 



December 2
TASTE OF SCOTLAND This fes-
tive event features a Scotch tasting 
menu including a variety of Scotch-
es direct from Scotland distilleries, 
Scottish ale sampling, as well as 
beer, wine and food. Proceeds from 
the event benefit the programs of 
The Campagna Center.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Atrium Building, 277 
S. Washington St.
Information: www.campagnacen-
ter.org

December 3
SCOTTISH WALK PARADE Enjoy 
marching units filled with the mag-
nificent tartans of Scottish clans, the 
stirring sound of Scottish bagpipes 
and drums, Scottish dancers, 
reenactment groups, Scottie dogs, 
dignitaries, classic cars, Santa Claus 
and much more. The parade begins 
at St. Asaph and Wolfe streets and 
concludes at Market Square with a 
massed band concert.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.campagnacen-
ter.org

SCOTTISH WALK PARADE 
OPEN HOUSE Step back in time 
to see Carlyle House decorated for 
the holidays in the style of the 18th 
century. John Carlyle, one of Alexan-
dria’s town founders, was a British 
merchant of Scottish descent. Come 
into the museum to warm up after 
the Scottish Walk Parade and learn 
more about 18th-century Alexandria.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997

ARCHAEOLOGY ORNAMENT 
DECORATING WORKSHOP Deco-
rate take-home paper ornaments us-
ing shapes, colors and patterns from 
the city’s finest 18th and 19th-centu-
ry excavated artifacts. Admission is 
free. No registration required.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St. Suite #327
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF 
LIGHTS At sundown, Alexandria’s 
harbor lights up as dozens of il-
luminated boats cruise the Potomac 
River at the historic waterfront. 
The boats are always dressed to 
impress a panel of judges who will 
award prizes in a dozen categories 
including Best in Show, Thinking 
Outside the Christmas Box, and 
Hardiest Souls.
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Potomac River waterfront
Information: 703-746-3301 or 
www.visitalexandriava.com/holidays

AMERICAN ARABESQUE: A 
CELEBRATION OF CULTURE 
Dance to the sounds of local musi-
cians, taste delicious Arabic cuisine 
and sweets and shop for beautiful 
gifts made by Arab-American art-
ists and artisans from Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordon, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and 
Yemen. Arabic calligraphy, henna 
and craft activities are available for 
children.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Durant Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565

FINDING YOUR HOLIDAY 
BLISS IN THE SEASON’S HUS-
TLE & BUSTLE Mara Benner, 
founder of Four Directions Wellness, 
will offer an opportunity for Del 
Ray residents and others to take a 
breath and relax. The presentation 
will begin devoted to that relaxation. 
Those in attendance will also learn 
quick and easy techniques to main-
tain that centeredness and balance 
throughout the holiday season.
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Library –  
Duncan Branch,  
2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1781

DEL RAY HOLIDAY TREE 
LIGHTING Kick off the holidays 
with a visit to Del Ray for the annual 
holiday tree lighting. The event 
features an appearance by Santa 
Claus, who will lead carols and sit 
for photos with children. Partici-
pants are urged to bring nonperish-
able food and diapers for Carpen-
ter’s Shelter.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Pat Miller Neighborhood 
Square, 2311 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.visitdelray.com

December 10
CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN 
CAMP An interpretive holiday event 
featuring a Union patriotic Santa 
Claus, soldiers in winter camps and 
a Victorian tree in the museum. Visit 
the Officers’ Hut decorated for the 
season, and tour the historic fort 
with a soldier. Children can make 
a period holiday card or ornament. 
Program is weather dependent.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock 
Road
Information: 703-746-4848

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Travel 
through centuries of local history 
and learn more about Alexandria 
during the holiday season at Carlyle 
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House, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House 
and the Lee-Fendall House. Enjoy 
each site by candlelight, smell sea-
sonal greenery, sip on drinks and 
taste period inspired food.
Time: 4 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

KWANZAA HOW-TO WORK-
SHOP An interactive workshop to 
present everything to know about 
Kwanzaa and how to do it.  Included 
will be history, principles, symbols, 
activities and ideas to aid in plan-
ning a Kwanzaa celebration. The 
program will be entertaining and 
educational for children, youth and 
adults. The cost is $3 per person.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

BABY JESUS BIRTHDAY PAR-
TY Celebrate Jesus’ birthday early 
by having your picture taken with 
the baby while enjoying birthday 
cake, crafts, story-telling and more.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Pauline Books and Me-
dia, 1025 King St.
Information: 703-549-3806

December 11
COLONIAL HANDBELL RING-
ERS CONCERT Enjoy your 
favorite holiday music performed 
by the Colonial Handbell Ringers. 
Ten “ringers,” in period costume, 
will be playing a full five-octave set 
of 80 hand bells. The ringers will 
perform children’s classics, time-
less holiday tunes, and original 
show-stoppers.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m., 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.colonialringers.
com

December 17
BATTLE OF MONOCACY AND 
JUBAL EARLY’S ATTACK ON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. A presenta-
tion by Marc Leepson on the Battle 
of Monocacy and Jubal Early’s 
attack on Washington, D.C. in July 
1864. This program is a special 
presentation that coincides with 
the release of the second season of 
“Mercy Street” on PBS. 
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Library –  
Duncan Branch,  
2501 Commonwealth Ave
Information: 703-746-1781

DOWNTON ABBEY CHRISTMAS 
A special “Downton Abbey” Christ-
mas Tea, where attendees can 
discuss their favorite moments from 
the series while enjoying a traditional 
tea, then enjoy a special private tour 
of the house showing the surprising 
connections between the people and 
places of Downton Abbey and those 
of the Lee-Fendall House. Admission 
costs $50 per person.
Time: Noon
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

A Christmas Carol     12/2 - 12/17
LTA rings in the holiday season with 
a return of the classic by Charles 
Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas 
past, present, and future to 
find the true meaning of the 
holidays. Complete with 
special effects, Victorian 
carols, and Tiny Tim, A 
Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family.

Coming soon

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com

WINTER THEATER CLASSES

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/holidays

Old Town Alexandria is filled with nostalgic wonder during the holiday 
season as old fashioned holiday traditions fill the air with cheer. Learn more 

about upcoming events, plus why Alexandria is the region’s Shop Small 
headquarters at VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Holidays.

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

Featured Events:

City of Alexandria Tree Lighting Ceremony
November 25

 
46th Annual Campagna Center
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade

DeDecember 3
 

Del Ray Artisans’ 21st Annual Holiday Market
December 2-4, 9-11 and 16-18

 
17th Annual Holiday Boat Parade of Lights

December 3
  

Historic Alexandria Candlelight Tours
December 10

 
Waterskiing Santa

December 24
 

FirFirst Night Alexandria
December 31

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 
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 This sunny and spacious all-
brick end-unit town home in Del 
Ray is only one block from the 
Braddock Road Metro station 
and just a few blocks from the 
eclectic restaurants and shops 
of Mount Vernon Avenue.
 This fabulous location 
is also walking distance to 
Old Town’s King Street and 
waterfront amenities. It is a 
quick stroll from the Potomac 
River and the Mount Vernon 
Trail, there is easy access 
to U.S. Route 1, the George 
Washington Memorial Park-
way, Interstate 395 and the 
Capital Beltway.
 This wonderfully updated 
and light-filled end unit town-
home has a stunning eat-in 
kitchen with granite counter 

tops, stainless steel appliances and 
overlooks a private, fully fenced 
rear patio, perfect for outdoor eat-
ing and entertaining.
 It has new gleaming hardwood 

floors throughout and features a 
formal living room with period 
detail and a cozy, elegant gas fire-
place. Storage abounds with a mul-
titude of closets, including a first-

floor space under the stairs.
 Upstairs, you will find two spa-
cious Master suites, each with ample 
closet space and updated ceramic tile 
baths. The third level loft has many 

possibilities — it can function as 
a recreation room, office or third 
bedroom. The full third-floor 
bathroom also makes it perfect as 
a guest suite. Attic space provides 
yet more storage. 
 Two assigned parking 
spaces are located just outside 
the front door. 
 Del Ray is a vibrant com-
munity with an abundance of 
small-town charm. Its restau-

rants, local specialty shops, commu-
nity parks and proximity to all major 
transportation routes including the 
Braddock Road Metro station make 
it a commuter’s dream.
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off if the work 

is performed between December 2016 and March 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

At a Glance:
Location: 708B Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria, VA 22301
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Price: $3,695 per month

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year built: 1997
Year renovated: 2007
Interior: 1,600 sq. ft.

Parking: 2 assigned 
Contact: Mary Ashley Rhule,  
860-214-7474,  
www.maryashleyrealestate.com

HOME OF THE WEEK
Beautiful and spacious rental home in vibrant Del Ray

PHOTOS/TRUPLACE
This sunny end-unit town home (top) is a commuter’s 
dream in an ideal neighborhood. An updated eat-in kitchen 
(above) sits adjacent to an outdoor patio.

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

 Both Christmas and Hanuk-
kah are associated with lights 
— sparkling on trees, illuminat-
ing home exteriors, nestled into 
evergreen garlands, flickering 
in symbolic candles. But in re-
cent years, there’s been much 
more thought given to holiday 
decorative lighting with a boost 
from technology, including 
the advent of LEDs, and many 
more design possibilities. A va-
riety of seasonal favorites from 
trees to reindeer — even me-
norahs — in tabletop to large 
scale (five or six feet) are being 
pre-wired for lights.
 LED and fiber-optic lights 

have expanded design options 
for Christmas decorations, es-
pecially outdoors. The more 
energy-efficient, durable light-
emitting diodes may be more 
expensive up front, but they are 
longer lasting than incandescent 
bulbs. They also are brighter, 
which has made decorating 
schemes more brilliant and viv-
id in color.
 Add to that battery-pow-
ered operation that extends the 
range and uses of Christmas 
trees, which were previously 
tethered to an outlet. In addi-
tion, wreaths, mantel garlands, 

SEE LIGHTS  | 31

PHOTOS/TRUPLACE
The living room with gas fireplace is perfect 
for entertaining.

Light the way to holiday peace and happiness

PHOTO/RH
A trend that RH really kicked off — that of string lights in glass vessels — has blossomed with new inter-
pretations. The effect of the ombre, light-filled gold smoke glass and lustrous gold hurricanes en masse 
is enchanting. (They come in 4-inch diameter and 6 inches tall or 6-inch diameter and 11 3/4 inches tall.) 
The twinkly, starry string lights come in diamond on silver wire or amber on copper wire.
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703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2016 and March 2017. 

Ask about 

our 10% 

winter painting 

discount! 

HOMES DECEMBER 1, 2016   WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM   31
PHOTO/FRONTGATE

Oversized 3-D LED stars burst 
with color that morphs with the 
click of a controller, from a single 
hue to a cycling of white, green, 
red, blue, purple and teal.

tabletop tableaus, and amazing 
gift boxes and ornaments are so 
beautifully lit, they channel pro-
fessional installations.
 You may well notice a new 
category that covers seasonal 
lighting on retail websites, 
emerging from under the um-
brella of all that holiday decor. 
Prices range from under $20 to 
several hundred dollars.
 One particular trend that has 
really gained traction is that of 
mini string lights. Restoration 
Hardware was one of the first 
to feature the skinny strands of 
light in glass cloches. The effect 
is enchanting — it’s reminiscent 

of fireflies captured in a bottle. 
Set on a mantel, chest of draw-
ers or sideboard, a glowing ves-
sel dazzles. Add the light strands 
to bowls or cylinders filled with 
pine cones, ornaments or glit-
tery tree branches. Or orbs or ar-
chitectural pieces made of clear, 
crackled or mercury glass — it’s 
an easy way to add instant ambi-
ence and a romantic touch, like 
lighted candles.
 The more pliable lighted 
strands also are being used as 
a decorating tool to outline ob-
jects. At a minimum, they can 
be manipulated into shapes, 
like giant circles at West Elm 
that can be incorporated into 
holiday decor. Or, taking a 

cue from larger theater-style 
lights that spell out holiday 
messages like “joy,” they are 
used to decorate overscale 
packages at Frontgate, fol-
lowing the outer dimensions 
of boxes or ribbon ties, or the 
striping of a pattern — an ef-
fective option for dressing up 
the front porch or stairs. 
 Also, dimensional objects 
like stars are especially dramat-
ic when the scale is oversized. 
 The light-up trend also has 
boosted the natural decorating 
style, which is here to stay as a 
holiday category (think woodsy, 
whites, casual) that can be 

Custom Design

Great Variety Of Quartz Colors

We carry Crystal, Aristocraft & TSG cabinetry.

Free
Estimates

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079 • 703.339.0300 • Fax 703.339.0400

Liscenced & Insured       30 Years Experience! w     ww.gereli.com

FreeSink • Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors

• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & 
  Commercial

Fall Inspections of 
one system for $69.95

Fall Inspections 
of one system  
for $69.95

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other  
  offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service  
  representatives how to apply this 
  to an Assured Service Agreement.

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning
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Join 
Santa 

f� Brunch!
SUNDAY, 

DEC. 18
11 .  2 
$35 per person,  

12 and under $17.50
Ages 3 and under are free!

703-548-0001 
     Reservations suggested

Indigolanding.com

1 Marina Dr, Alexandria, VA 22314

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Whole Maine Lobster
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The Scottish Christmas Walk Parade Route
Alexandria, VA

Scottish Christmas Walk 
Weekend Map

For more info: www.campagnacenter.org
/scottishwalkweekend

Parade Starts at 11pm
Holiday Designer Tour of Homes

Sat. Dec 5th, 11am-4pm

The Campagna Center’s 46th Annual

For more info: www.campagnacenter.org
/scottishwalkweekend

Parade Starts at 11a.m.
Holiday Designer Tour of Homes

Saturday, Dec 3, 11a.m.-4p.m.
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Home Tour
A 205 S. Fairfax Street
B 314 S. St. Asaph Street
C 407 Duke Street
D 208 N. Royal Street
E 300 S. Lee Street

Parade Route

•  Heather and Greens
•  Information and Restrooms

The Campagna Center 

 KEY TO OLD TOWN 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

418 S. Washington Street

F St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
228 S. Pitt Street

G Historic Christ Church, 
118 N. Washington Street
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

IRON CODE #39

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

glammed up with metal, crystal 
or mirrored objects. Star shapes 
are striking in weathered wood 
outlined with lights at Pottery 
Barn, or in birch, whose primi-
tive forms look like paper cut-
outs that children might make 
in school projects. Light strands 
woven through rattan provide an 
option for unexpected sparkle. 
In addition, lit birch branches 
stashed in a tall vase or bucket 
can illuminate a dark corner, 
lending a festive touch. 
 Another captivating applica-
tion is incorporated into a live or 
synthetic wreath chandelier; at 
Terrain, the light strands are wo-
ven through, and fall as stream-
ers for a magical touch. 
 Battery-operated LED lights 
also provide options for decorat-
ing spots that otherwise might 
be difficult, eliminating the 
need for outlets, cumbersome 
electrical cords and the chal-
lenge of disguising them so 
they don’t take away from the 
display. Weave them into gar-
lands swagged across a window 
or over a doorway, or across the 
top of a mantel to add a glow to 
an heirloom creche or seasonal 

evergreens and ornaments.
 Even conventional hang-
ing baskets for the outdoors are 
being treated to holiday lights. 
Brookstone sells one ready to 
hang, its moss-filled metal frame 
plumped with synthetic ever-
greens threaded with LED lights.
 Color choices are notice-
ably richer, often with an option 
for warm or cool white light or 
multiple colors, with new alter-
natives such as pink and purple 
added to the mix. Some can cre-
ate a sort of light show, covering 
several hues or offering the op-
tion to stay on one color. And at 
Frontgate and Brookstone, you 
can purchase remotes to quickly 
switch on and off.
 Any medium that’s reflec-
tive is especially effective with 
lights. That’s why mercury glass 
vessels or small Christmas trees 
or globes, lit from within, are fa-
vorites. Now there are also mer-
cury glass light strands, which 
have a retro look. 
 Also in the retro vein are 
theater-style lights with holiday 
messages. This year, there’s a 
new twist at Pottery Barn. The 
bulbs outline bronze letters that 
anchor hooks for Christmas 
stockings. One especially poi-

gnant message: PEACE.
 There are plenty of inspiring 
decorating ideas in home design 
magazines and blogs, as well as 
some of the retailer websites. 
To spruce up your own holiday 
decor this year, you might con-
sider purchasing some new light 
strands. Besides the enormous 
range of unusual shades thanks 
to LED, there also are a variety 
of styles beyond just bulbs — 
and even those offer a variety in 
scale and texture.
 Perhaps taking a cue from 
perforated light fixtures and lan-
terns, there are metal globes in 
a range of patterns. Some lights 
are combined with other materi-
als, like a hybrid garland.
 With these new lighting op-
tions, you can be as subtle or as 
flamboyant as you wish. Create 
a tableau of trees as a backdrop 
to a sofa in a living room. Hang 
some lighted stars in the win-
dows or from the ceiling in the 
foyer. 
 These lights may brighten 
homes and spirits with good 
wishes for the holiday season 
and a wonderful new year — 
one filled with love and peace 
for all.
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PHOTO/RH
In most modern decor, a grouping of warm 
starlit bark trees in a living space adds 
sparkle to a neutral palette, where mono-
chromatic gray presents look ultra hip. The 
trees range from 2 to 11 feet tall at Resto-
ration Hardware.
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Our View
Pedestrian safety 
should come first
 City officials continue to implement the Complete Streets 
program, with a vision of shared roadways between cars, bi-
cycles and pedestrians. The focus in these deliberations usu-
ally boils down to cars versus bikes — with some regard 
shown for homeowners’ worries about parking and property 
values. It seems like pedestrians finish last in this race for 
priority.
 The first role of government is physical protection — 
otherwise we would live in a Hobbesian state of nature. 
Precedence should be given to protecting the most exposed 
among us.
 And in a road shared with cars and bikes, the pedestrian 
— or their dog — is most at risk. This vulnerability has been 
on evidence in recent months, as a series of incidents have 
resulted in pedestrians or their pets being hit and even killed 
by cars and bikes in Alexandria.
 There are numerous causes for pedestrian accidents, 
some more easily controlled than others.
 Inexperienced drivers or impaired pedestrians or motor-
ists are sometimes contributing factors. Likewise, accidents 
can occur when motorists or pedestrians are distracted by 
their phones. It’s infuriating and frightening to see a motor-
ist driving erratically — including rolling through stop signs 
— while talking on a cell phone. And many Alexandria cy-
clists don’t even slow down, let along stop, in intersections.
 It’s little wonder our fabulous walking neighborhoods 
feel a bit under siege.
 Fortunately, there are some concrete actions that can be 
taken and that city staff is reportedly working on.
 Foremost is the need to sync city code with that of the 
state so that motorists and cyclists can be ticketed if they 
don’t yield to pedestrians in crosswalks. Astonishingly, city 
code currently only allows ticketing for not yielding in cross-
walks designated for fines. If cars or bikes don’t stop for the 
rest, they appear to be immune from being fined.
 The city also recently installed pedestrian countdown 
signals at more intersections, which will help walkers get out 
of the roadway before the light changes. These are common 
sense measures, and ones that will definitely help.
 We have a few more suggestions. First, actually enforce 
jaywalking prohibitions. When pedestrians cross in the 
middle of busy roadways, like Duke Street or U.S. Route 1, 
they vastly increase the chance of an accident, particularly at 
night. And when pedestrians move into crosswalks against 
the light, they put themselves at risk and disrupt traffic.
 In addition, actually ticket the cyclists who blow through 
intersections. While a bicycle is not as dangerous as a car, 
if one is traveling quickly at impact it can certainly hurt a 
pedestrian or kill a dog.
 Once city code is changed, local police should make 
ticketing for crosswalk violations a priority. And perhaps if 
enough motorists and cyclists and pedestrians are each cited 
for disobeying the law, then our streets will become not only 
complete — but also safe.

To the editor:
 As a citizen of Alexandria 
who is profoundly concerned 
about some of the nativist, pro-
tectionist, xenophobic rhetoric 
that has come into fashion dur-
ing this election season, I read 
with equal concern the recent 
statement of the mayor and 
city council declaring our city 
to be a “hate-free zone” (“Lo-
cal immigrant community 
braces for Trump presidency,” 
November 24).
 While I applaud our city 
leadership’s affirmed commit-
ment to protecting every citi-
zen’s right to equal protection 
under the Virginia and U.S. 
constitutions, I would submit 
that the further denunciation 
of “hate speech, hate crimes, 
harassment, racial bias, anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia, anti-
immigrant activity and harm-
ful bias and discrimination in 
all forms” is an inappropriate 
exercise of the city govern-
ment’s authority and sets the 
stage to violate the very rights 
to equal protection that the 
city purports to uphold in the 

same statement.
  The uncomfortable fact is, 
my fellow Alexandrian has the 
same right to be anti-Semitic 
and to proclaim such views 
in public as I do to publicly 
decry his anti-Semitism and 
donate to the Anti-Defamation 
League.
 Free speech is not simply 
allowed when it is popular, ap-
pealing, positive speech. Hate-
ful views deserve the same 
protection as non-hateful ones. 
After all, who is the arbiter of 
what hate is?
 Furthermore, if ideas that 
the majority of Alexandrians 
find abhorrent are not allowed 
in the public square, what will 
be the result? Will the holder 
of those offensive ideas be 
convinced by being silenced?
 Or will the offending per-
son simply be bolstered in the 
sense of isolation and perse-
cution that often lends to this 
way of thinking in the first 
place, and driven underground 
to find fellow travelers who 
think as he or she does?
 Finally, the mayor and 

council’s statement includes 
a perfunctory name-check of 
the First Amendment “free-
dom of speech,” but makes a 
mockery of that very right by 
including in the same sentence 
a right to “freedom from fear.”
 I encourage my fellow citi-
zens to think carefully about 
what the city government, or 
any government, might feel 
empowered to do in the name 
of protecting its citizens from 
fear, which is a natural human 
impulse. I am, in fact, pro-
foundly afraid of the prospect 
of any man or woman having 
that much power over how I 
live, work, play and freely as-
sociate with others.
 I stand proudly with city 
officials in their commitment 
to uphold everyone’s consti-
tutional rights, but I encour-
age them to reconsider the 
aspects of their statement 
that hint at the censoring of 
speech and the curtailing of 
real, tangible, God-given hu-
man rights.

- Kelly M. Ferguson
Alexandria

Your Views

The problem with ‘hate-free zones’

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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Let’s expand Medicaid in Virginia Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 During this holiday season, 
take some time to reflect on what 
you are thankful for. Family and 
friends are the most obvious re-
cipients of holiday gratitude.
 But I also urge you to spend 
some time this year exploring 
why we need to be thankful for 
the power of education.
 Everyone can have dissat-
isfactions about public 
education. It is easy to 
take education for granted 
since it is offered in every 
community. For Ameri-
cans, public education is 
a normal part of life. But 
it was not always that way 
for our grandparents and, in some 
cases, our parents.
 But have you ever stopped 
to think about how lucky we 
are to have access to knowledge 
through our state and local com-
munities? In fact, Virginia offers 
some of the highest standards in 
the nation, preparing our youth 
for many opportunities.
 People in other countries may 
not be so lucky. Many countries 
consider education a privilege, 
not a basic right. People living in 
impoverished nations may never 
have the chance to read or access 
the world beyond their station. 
The basis for the American dream 
— the belief that anyone can suc-
ceed — is attainable when we pre-
pare ourselves through education.
 At the beginning of the last 
century, if you didn’t live near a 
school, you were unlikely to have 
any access to education. Through 
policies enacted over the last cen-
tury, including the G.I Bill and 
post-World War II infrastructure, 
public education exists in nearly 
all of our communities.
 Today, we are also more con-
nected to education through vari-
ous online methods — high school 

classes, practice tests, online op-
tions for traditional college and 
certificate programs, etc. The 
Internet gives us access to schol-
arly journals, video lectures from 
prominent academics, podcasts 
and many other educational tools.
 At any time of day, a simple 
online search can bring us to mil-
lions of pieces of information on 

any given topic.
   Having access to so 
much information also 
extends to improving 
our chances of making 
the right personal con-
nections. We can find 
teachers or mentors 

outside of the classroom, just as 
much as inside them.
 Since teachers can shape what 
we learn and who we become, it 
is imperative that we hold them as 
the most important focus in edu-
cational funding. The quality of 
training, materials and classrooms 
helps them pave a quality and eq-
uitable road for their students.
 So as you reflect on what you 
are thankful for in your experience 
in education, think of ways to con-
tribute to the education of another 
within your own community.
 Thankful for the mentor in 
your life? Consider mentoring 
someone yourself. Thankful to 
a friend for organizing a charity 
drive? Find a way to help when 
new opportunities arise in your 
community.
 Continue to pursue a thirst for 
learning by reading, volunteer-
ing, or taking up that interest you 
have always wanted to try. Be in-
spired and inspire others.
 Have a wonderful and appre-
ciative holiday season!

The writer is the  
chairwoman of the Alexandria 

 City School Board.

Karen Graf

Consider the impact 
of education this 
holiday season

To the editor:
 The theme for this year’s 
World AIDS Day is “Leader-
ship, commitment, impact.” 
This is a call to action to 
work together and reach the 
people who still lack access 
to comprehensive treatment, 
prevention, care and support 
services. The federal govern-
ment is committed to ensur-
ing all Americans, no matter 
their circumstance, have ac-
cess to care.
 This is evident through 
the vision highlighted in 
the National HIV/AIDS 
Strategy, which states, “The 
United States will become 
a place where new HIV in-
fections are rare, and when 
they do occur, every person, 
regardless of age, gender, 
race/ethnicity, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity or so-
cioeconomic circumstance, 
will have unfettered access 
to high quality, life-extend-
ing care, free from stigma 
and discrimination.”
 With the help of tools like 
the Affordable Care Act, 
we can achieve that vision. 
Moreover, the dream of an 
AIDS-free generation could 
one day become a reality, 
perhaps even in my lifetime. 
But we all must do our parts 
to achieve this, through 
leadership, commitment and 
impact. Unfortunately, I am 
not convinced that Republi-
cans in the Virginia General 
Assembly are as committed.
 As we recognize World 
AIDS Day on December 
1, there are still more than 
400,000 uninsured Virgin-
ians, some that could po-
tentially be HIV positive 
and not in treatment. Across 
the U.S., state after state has 
elected to expand Medic-
aid over the past couple of 
years, effectively extending 
health insurance to millions 
of poor people who would 
otherwise remain without 
coverage, but Virginia Re-
publicans have not budged.

 They have blocked ex-
panding Medicaid under the 
Affordable Care Act, which 
would unlock tens of mil-
lions of federal dollars to 
buttress Virginia’s hospitals 
and its economy, on the ar-
gument that the state might 
not be able to afford it.
 When asked about their 
reasons for opposing Medic-
aid expansion, Republicans 
have argued that Virginia 
would be on the hook finan-
cially if, at some indefinable 
date in the future, the fed-
eral government reneged on 
its commitment to cover at 
least 90 percent of the cost.
 According to The Wash-
ington Post and other media 
outlets, that’s a true state-
ment. But it is also true that 
Virginia receives tens of 
billions of dollars in federal 
funding each year, and with-
drawal of any portion of it 
would similarly tear a major 
hole in our budget. Yet those 
funds are not rejected by Re-
publicans.
 Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
(D) was right when he said 
Virginia has a moral respon-
sibility to do better by those 
who lack coverage. And he 
made another, equally com-
pelling point — that by re-
fusing to expand Medicaid 
and take advantage of the 
federal funds, Republicans 
have put Virginia at a com-
petitive disadvantage with 
neighboring states, includ-
ing Kentucky, Maryland 
and West Virginia, which 
have opted into the program.
 Virginia Republicans 
are playing politics with the 
lives of residents in Alex-

andria and across the state 
and may be even more em-
boldened as Donald Trump 
assumes the presidency in 
January. However, we can-
not let up.
 Our seniors, young people 
and the underinsured are not 
receiving the care they need 
and are falling through the 
cracks, forcing others, like 
local nonprofits, to pick up 
the slack. Republican lead-
ership appears to be content 
with Virginia’s status quo, in 
which, in one of the nation’s 
wealthiest states, hundreds 
of thousands of people are 
uninsured.
 I will never be content 
with the status quo. Quite 
frankly, this is a disgrace 
and an undeniable part of 
the legacy of Republican 
leadership in our state legis-
lature.
 With World AIDS Day 
approaching, the Alexandria 
Commission on HIV/AIDS 
and our partner organization 
Safe Space, Inc. will hold 
a reception to recognize 
NOVASalud, Inc., another 
cherished community part-
ner, for their commitment 
to education and prevention 
efforts in our region.
 No matter the budgetary 
or political climate, orga-
nizations like NOVASalud 
continue to fight and do 
their part to support some of 
our most vulnerable popula-
tions in Northern Virginia. 
It’s time for the state legisla-
ture to do the same.

- Charles A. Sumpter, Jr.
Chairman, Alexandria 

Commission on HIV/AIDS

Our seniors, young people 
and the underinsured 

are not receiving the care they 
need and are falling through the 
cracks, forcing others, like local 
nonprofits, to pick up the slack.” 
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To the editor:
 What an astonishing dis-
play by the Board of Architec-
tural Review at its November 
16 meeting, where the mega-
church expansion project 
of the Alfred Street Baptist 
Church was considered (“BAR 
backs Alfred Street Baptist 
Church concept,” 
November 24).
 These board 
members nig-
gled with small 
shop owners 
over the size and 
color of their sig-
nage, but when it 
came to a pro-
posal to raze 11 
townhouses to 
clear the way for 
the construction 
of what would be 
the largest build-
ing in Old Town, 
the board saw 
no fundamental 
problem.
 Residents were treated to 
one board member giving a 
shout out to the developer’s at-
torney and another expressing 
gratitude for the developer’s 
bogus parking plans even af-
ter the chairman admonished 
neighborhood speakers that 
parking was irrelevant to the 
board’s mission.
 Worst of all, the board’s 
central charge is to consider 
whether the “height, mass 
and scale” of a proposed de-
velopment is compatible with 
the surrounding area, yet 
neither the board, its staff or 
the developer’s consultants 
even tried to explain how a 
structure that encompasses a 
full city block in a residential 
neighborhood can possibly 
meet this standard.
 This all occurred despite 
residents providing graphics 
showing that the new edifice 
would dwarf such large com-

mercial corridor buildings as 
City Hall, the city courthouse 
and even the Torpedo Fac-
tory. It was as if board mem-
bers decided that the only 
way to deal with the elephant 
in the room was to pretend 
that it didn’t exist.

 But in the end, the 
elephant cannot 
be ignored. The 
church wants to 
build a sanctuary 
whose seating 
capacity would 
rival that of the 
Kennedy Center. 
It wants to build 
an attached of-
fice building and 
associated com-
munity facility 
for people who 
overwhelmingly 
do not live in the 
city.
 And with a 
membership of 
more than 7,000 

parishioners and a commit-
ment to growth, there is no end 
in sight. The church performs 
many good works, but its deci-
sion to become a mega-church 
means it should follow the 
example of the First Baptist 
Church and locate the expan-
sion project to a much larger 
site outside of the historic dis-
trict.
 Certainly the historic 
church can and should remain 
at its current location. And 
whatever one feels about the 
church’s decision to build this 
gigantic project in a residential 
community, the board’s shock-
ing failure to even acknowl-
edge the remarks of a parade of 
neighborhood speakers on this 
point left us all feeling that the 
hearing was nothing more than 
window-dressing for a prede-
termined result. 

- Peter Glaser
Alexandria

BAR failed in its review 
of Alfred Street Baptist 
Church project To the editor:

 Schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley should be 
commended and supported 
for his proposed fiscal 2018 
10-year capital improvement 
program budget, which pro-
poses solutions to the con-
tinuing capacity crisis at all 
grades in our public schools.
 The changes from last 
year’s CIP in the critical area 
of secondary school capac-
ity are dramatic. This year’s 
proposed CIP offers a com-
prehensive solution for the ca-
pacity crisis at T.C. Williams 
by including a new building 
for the Minnie Howard cam-
pus. In contrast, last year’s 
approved CIP included only 
a 10-classroom addition at 
Minnie Howard — a project 
publicly described as a “Band-
Aid” and inadequate by some 
School Board members, City 
officials and others. 
 One positive aspect of this 
year’s approved CIP was that 
the Minnie Howard work was 
to be done over the current 
and next fiscal year. Next 
year’s proposed CIP, howev-
er, would not start architec-
tural and engineering work 
for the new school on the 
Minnie Howard campus until 
July 1, 2018. Actual construc-
tion will begin, at the earliest, 
in the summer of 2020 and 
will be completed in 2024 at 
the earliest.
 The proposed CIP projects 
the 2020-2021 school year 
enrollment for high school 
grades at 4,425, or a deficit 
of 876: T.C. Williams’ King 
Street capacity is 2,766 and 
Minnie Howard’s capacity is 
883. These projections com-
pel the request for funds for 
trailers, but also confirm that 
a summer 2020 start for con-
struction at Minnie Howard 
is too long to wait.
 Even the best trailers are 
an awkward and temporary 
solution. The inevitable dis-

ruption to students and staff 
of the continuing capacity cri-
sis followed by construction 
should not be drawn out more 
than is absolutely necessary.
 If the new secondary 
school at Minnie Howard has 
a ninth grade and optimisti-
cally assuming that it opens 
in 2024, the new school will 

serve today’s second graders.
 The school board and city 
council should work together 
to close the gaps in the pro-
posed CIP and enable the 
architectural and engineer-
ing work on the new Minnie 
Howard building to begin on 
July 1, 2017 — a full year ear-
lier than now proposed — or 
as soon thereafter as possible. 
No public infrastructure in-
vestment yields as much to a 
community as a new school 
because the return on invest-
ment is in human capital — 
the education and welfare of 
our children.
 Closing the gaps which al-
low the start of architectural 
and engineering planning 
work for Minnie Howard 
in 2017 will show that our 
elected officials are serious 
about supporting Crawley’s 
bold vision for our secondary 
schools. We encourage the 
school board and Crawley to 
move the funding in the pro-
posed CIP to close the gaps. 
School board members will 
vote on the proposed CIP in 

December. 
 Crawley’s proposed CIP 
for the secondary schools 
and modernization of the el-
ementary schools may cause 
elected officials and City 
and ACPS staff to say, “We 
can’t do everything at once.” 
However, because of the ca-
pacity crisis at T.C. Williams 

we can and must do several 
big construction projects si-
multaneously. 
 The proposed CIP creates 
significant project oversight 
responsibilities over the next 
several years. We elect a 
school board, not a construc-
tion board. The secondary 
school capacity crisis may 
compel new and different 
contracting and project over-
sight arrangements to get 
the work done. The Minnie 
Howard project is an oppor-
tunity for collaboration be-
tween ACPS and city staff, 
the retention of outside ex-
perts, or both.
 Crawley pointed the way 
forward to solve the capac-
ity crisis. We should follow 
his lead  promptly and begin 
architectural and engineering 
work for T.C.’s new Minnie 
Howard campus in the sum-
mer of 2017.

- Yvonne and Brian Folk-
erts, Nancy and Marc 

Williams, Brooksie Koop-
man and Mark Eaton

- Alexandria

We applaud Crawley, but more work 
is still needed on school capacity

We elect a school board, not 
a construction board. The 

secondary school capacity crisis 
may compel new and different 
contracting and project oversight 
arrangements to get the work 
done. The Minnie Howard project 
is an opportunity for collaboration 
between ACPS and city staff, the 
retention of outside experts, or both.”

The church 
performs many 

good works, but its 
decision to become 

a mega-church 
means it should 

follow the example 
of the First Baptist 
Church and locate 

the expansion 
project to a much 
larger site outside 

of the historic 
district.”
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The fight for property rights after the Civil War
his view from Charles 
Magnus’ “Bird’s Eye 
View of Alexandria, 

VA” documents the area south of 
downtown Alexandria in 1863, 
stretching from Wilkes Street on 
the left to Duke Street on the far 
right. This section is centered on 
an area of the city that grew rap-
idly until the Civil War began, 
and vast stretches of open land 
still remained to the south and 
west of the downtown area.
 The careful observer will 
notice that streets to the south 
of Wilkes, marked by the rail-
road tunnel at the lower left, 
were little more than cow paths. 
Even Washington Street dead-
ended just a few blocks south at 
the northern shoreline of Great 
Hunting Creek, near the inter-
section with Church Street.
 At the top of the image, just 
right of center, one can see the 
circular roundhouse used as a 
turntable to change the direc-
tion of rail engines, and the 
train proceeding up Wilkes 
Street passes piles of lumber 
and supplies stored by the U.S. 
Army for military use.
 On the lower edge, the huge 
Pioneer Mills looms over the 
waterfront in the center, and 
moving west behind it can be 
seen the spire of St. Mary’s 
R.C. Church and the lower cu-
pola of the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House just to the left. 
Further south is one of Alex-
andria’s famous “Flounder 
Houses,” whose architectural 
style is named for its one-sid-
ed roof angle that mimicked 
the narrow fish and was best 
viewed from the side.
 Further west on Wolfe 
Street are two of Alexandria’s 

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you plan to visit the MGM casino at National Harbor?

Last Week 
Do you plan to shop in Alexandria on Black Friday, 
Small Business Saturday or Cyber Monday?

 28% Yes.    72% No.  
A. Yes.   B. No.

53 Votes

T
Denise Dunbar

Publisher
ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Erich Wagner
Editor-in-Chief

ewagner@alextimes.com 

Jane Hughes
Publisher & Sales Director
jhughes@alextimes.com 

Patrice V. Culligan
Publisher Emeritus

pculligan@alextimes.com

EDITORIAL
Chris Teale

Staff Reporter & Photographer
cteale@alextimes.com

DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Jennifer Powell

jpowell@alextimes.com

ADVERTISING

Marty DeVine
mdevine@alextimes.com 

Jane Hughes
jhughes@alextimes.com

Deb Riley
driley@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan
pculligan@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

Pat Booth
Office Manager

pbooth@alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS
Laura Sikes, Jordan Wright,

Kim Gilliam,  
James Cullum,

Dr. Vivek Sinha

ALEXTIMES LLC
Denise Dunbar

Managing Partner

The Ariail family
Suzanne Brock

William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US
110 S. Pitt St.

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-739-0001 (main)
703-739-0120 (fax)
www.alextimes.com

most impressive homes, com-
mandeered by the Union Army 
to establish the Wolfe Street 
Hospital, which operated in 
the two brick structures from 
January 1, 1862 to February 
25, 1865. The easterly man-
sion, known as the “Tuscan 
Villa,” was built as a residence 
by John L. Marshall in 1850 
and offered panoramic views 
of the city, waterfront and sur-
rounding countryside. That 
structure is no longer standing.
 Neighboring that property 
and still standing was the largest 
home in Alexandria, built just a 
few years earlier by Francis L. 
Smith, Alexandria’s most prom-
inent attorney, who fled the city 
during Union occupation. Smith 
was an prominent local land-
owner, and another property he 
owned near Church and South 
Washington streets was hastily 
confiscated by Union authori-

ties soon after the Magnus print 
was executed to establish the 
Freedmen’s Cemetery.
 After the war, Smith re-
gained control of his former 
home, but it is still a mystery as 
to how Freedmen’s Cemetery 
returned to private ownership. 
But Smith’s legal skills were 
second to none, and as the gov-
ernment had never formally 
acquired title to the burial yard, 
and ceased control of it in the 
late 1860s when it then con-
tained more than 1,800 African 
American graves, it is probable 
that Smith used this oversight to 
re-establish his property rights.
 But Smith’s experience did 
not help his client and close 
friend, Robert E. Lee, when he 
advised the former Confeder-
ate general of the almost insur-
mountable challenges associated 
with retrieving the beloved Cus-
tis family homestead from the 

federal government. That prop-
erty was seized during the war 
and interred thousands of mili-
tary graves around Lee’s former 
home through the war years.
 After hearing Smith’s opin-
ion of the futility of such an effort 
at the Wolfe Street residence, Lee 
decided not to pursue the issue 
further. But soon after his par-
ents had died, their son, George 
Washington Custis Lee, success-
fully sued the government for re-
turn of the Arlington estate.
 But rather than requiring the 
removal of the graves surround-
ing the old Custis homestead, 
the younger Lee ultimately ac-
cepted a financial payment of 
$150,000 and ceded ownership 
of Arlington National Cemetery 
to the government in 1883.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.
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OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral 
home on a per-word basis 
comparable to the space rate 
offered to nonprofit advertisers. 

Deadlines are the Monday 
prior to the issue date. Call 
703.739.0001 for details.

JULIA W. CLINGER (85), of 
Alexandria, November 22, 2016

JAMES G. DALEY (75), of 
Alexandria, November 21, 2016

JOHN B. DAVIES (85), of 
Alexandria, November 24, 2016

PATRICIA M. GOLD, of 
Alexandria, November 25, 2016

PAULINE N. HANSON (101), of 
Alexandria, November 29, 2016

RENA M. JARRETT (71), of 
Alexandria, November 19, 2016

EDWARD T. JOHNSON III (79), 
of Alexandria, November 20, 2016

MARY A. QUILL (75), of 
Alexandria, November 25, 2016

PAUL E. RHODES (87), of 
Alexandria, November 19, 2016

ANASTASSIA THAMAKAS (86), 
of Alexandria, November 18, 2016

Obituaries
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Weekly Words 47   Centers of pride?
49 X or Y, in geometry
51 Awful bettor’s letters
52 Again from square one
56 Male turkey
57 United nation?
58 Before, in palindromes
59 Drachma replacer
61 “The Morning Watch” 
   novelist James
66 Barking sound
67 Fitted with footwear
68 Burns of documentary fame
70 ___ fool (is super silly)
71  Cheer from the bleachers
72 Visually dull
73 ___ jacket (protective vest)
74  Bank of Paris
75 “... happily ___ after”
77 Rank above cpl.
80 Botanical transplant
81 Kick up one’s heels
82 Each and all
84 Turkey portion
85 Military standings
86 Bank claim
87 ___ up (relaxes)
88 Some deer
89 More modern
95 Pequod’s weapons
97 Has a mortgage
98 Caulk, e.g.
100 Baby minders
103 Makes aquatints
104 Chinatown neighbor
105 Eyeglasses, informally
107 Bread in an Indian 
    restaurant
108 Brainy
109 Antique shop item
110 Like some woodwinds 
    or wetlands
114 Barley beards
115 Prefix with “presence” 
    or “science”
116 “Let’s get goin’!”
118 Burden or responsibility
119 Put on the staff
120 Editor’s “leave it”
123 “___ rang?”
124 Brit. reference staple
125 Orange pekoe, for one

ACROSS
1 Chocolate source
6 Abandon, as weight
10 Helps off a dependency
15 A July baby, often
18 Capped nut
19 Exudes
21 Filled with joy, poetically
22 Thing to gloss over
23 A weighty matter (Part 1)
26 Colgate tube letters
27 “Auld Lang ___”
28 “___ and the King of Siam”
29 Arrive at O’Hare
30 Controller for mood lighting
32 Geeky one, stereotypically
34 Emulate a model
35 Museum feature
36 Dark, fine-grained rocks
39 Fail at assembling a jigsaw puzzle
41 Throat dangler
42 Microwave, e.g.
44 One way to enjoy a frozen lake
48 Reason to close up shop,
   in Mexico
50 Small, decorative needle bag
52 Tiny colonists in lines
53 Limb for a fireplace
54 “Guinness World Records” suffix
55 A weighty matter (Part 2)
60 Bean type
62 Charged atom
63 “___ as directed”
64 Deceptive ploys

65 Protection from dangerous fumes
69 Nobel Prize committee, 
   at times
73 Less confined
76 “___ making a list, and ...”
78 It keeps moving when tired
79 Folklore meanie
83 A weighty matter (Part 3)
90 Gun a motor
91 “___ Maria”
92 Uttered
93 Artsy town near Santa Fe
94 Mind one’s manners
96 Lamp fuel (var.)
99 Caribbean and others
101 Crisp, thin cookie
102 Failings
106 How sluggards act
108 Loud cries
111 First-rate
112 Ball field covering
113 Breakfast cereal
114 Advil target
115 Bi x 4
117 Exhalations of awe
121 “___ we having fun yet?”
122 A weighty matter (Part 4)
126 Free from (with “of”)
127 Not a soul
128 Mister, in Mexico
129 Cause to become hardened to
130 Cracker Jack bonus
131 Bridge support
132 Loud noises
133 Cash or one’s home, e.g.

DOWN
1 Common house pets
2 Hurting
3 Masked critter, for short
4 Government storages for 
  munitions
5 “___ moment, please”
6 Nameless scoundrel
7 Game ender, perhaps
8 Old Testament book
9 “L.A. Law” awctress Susan
10 Baseball legend Honus
11 “Crikey!”
12 ‘80s TV alien
13 Dependent state
14 Acts of stitchery
15 Andes beast of burden
16 Downy duck
17 Abstract painting style of
   the ‘60s
20 Tall storage buildings
24 Links rental
25 U.S. space agency
31 Timid
33 Fill with happiness
34 Cheesecake picture
35 Almanac items
36 City vehicles
37 Dispatch boat
38 Full of edible fat
39 Physical beginning?
40 Orange covering
43 Bloom of “High Plains Drifter”
45 Charitable contributions
46 Large shopping bag
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Advertising 
Works!

Advertise your  
business to 

19,000+ weekly 
readers

sales@alextimes.com
or 703-739-0001

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONLive & Online Luxury

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH • 5:00PM
Held ON SITE - 3120 N. Pershing Dr., Arlington, VA 22201

Visit www.PrimeAuctionSolutions.com
for an information packet & Details

AUCTION PREVIEWS:
Sun., Nov. 27th, Sat., Dec. 3rd 

& Sun. Dec. 11th • 1:00 - 3:00pm

Lic #2908000975
10% Buyers Premium

Pre-Register Now or on Auction Day at 4pm

$750,000 OPENING BID! • Original List Price: $4,000,000

Pershing Manor
•	 Exquisite	13,700+	sq.	ft.	Custom	All	Brick	Mansion
•	 .42	Acres|	Built	2005
•	 Dual	Grand	Staircase|	Custom	Cast	Iron	Railing	&	Banisters
•	 4	Over	Sized	Bedroom	Suites	|	7	Total	Full	Baths
•	 2	Guest	Suites	with	Own	En-Suite	Baths
•	 Dual	Entry	Gated	Circular	Driveway	|	2	Car	Garage
•	 Indoor	Heated	Pool	&	Stone	Waterfall,	Pool	Wing	w/Full	Bath
•	 Chef	Inspired	Granite	Gourmet	Kitchen

5 Miles to Washington D.C.

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong (866) 321-2030

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

8001- CAR LANGE--

 

The Alexandria City School Board will hold a public hearing on Redis-
tricting during the Special Called School Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 8, 2016, in the School Board Meeting Room located 
at 1340 Braddock Place, Alexandria. For more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, please contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316 or email boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NEWS

ADOPTIONS
ADOPT: Creative, musical, 

nurturing teacher wishes to 
adopt a baby into her loving & 
secure home. Expenses Paid. 
Call Lillian 1-888-861-8427 or 

www.liliadopts.com 

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Arlington, Virginia. 

Pershing Manor 13,700 
s/f Residence, Indoor Pool, 

Embassy Sized Rooms,2 
Kitchens, 7 Baths. December 

13, 5:00pm 
3120 N. Pershing Dr., Arlington, 
VA 2201 Preview:11/27, 12/3, 

12/11, 1-3p,
www.PrimeAuctionSolutions.

com, License #975, 
703.889.8949

INDUSTRIAL AUCTION BID ON-
SITE & ONLINE! Construction 

Equipment & Trucks 
12/6 @ 9 AM, Richmond, VA 
Have Equipment/Trucks to 

Sell? Accepting Consignments 
through 12/2. www.motleys.

com • 804-232-3300 x4 
3600 Deepwater Terminal Rd. 

VAAL#16

HELP WANTED
Crossroads to Brain Injury 
Recovery, Inc. seeking an 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR to lead 
this thriving nonprofit. For 

details & to apply, www.c2bir.
org/employment EOE & Drug 

FREE Workplace. 

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train to become a 
Medical Office Assistant! NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training 
& Job Placement available 
at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & 

Computer needed 
1-888-424-9419

EDUCATION /  
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification. No HS 

Diploma or GED – We can help. 
Approved for military benefits. 

Financial Aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. 

Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-204- 4130

HELP WANTED/ 
TRUCK DRIVERS 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-

$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans 

in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; 
Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-
6500; Front Royal/Winchester 

800-454-1400
SERVICES 

DIVORCE – Uncontested, 
$395 + $86 court cost. No 

court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 

days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome - no obligation. Hilton 

Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Español.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS  •  NOVEMBER 27,  2016

ADVERTISING PROOF ELECTRONIC APPROVAL FORM

Customer:  Proof #  Date Supplied: 

Please check all that apply:  Job Approved “As Is” |  Job OK “With Corrections”  |  New Proof required? 

Corrections requested: 

Client Signature: 

Originally Established in 1797 as The Alexandria Times & Advertiser

110 S. Pitt Street, Suite 200 •  Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703/739-0001 •  Fax :  703/ 739 - 0120

LEGAL NOTICE
 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, December 
14, 2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR #2016-00406
Request for Certificate of 
Appropriateness for new construction 
at 699 N Patrick Street
APPLICANT: VHD LLC 

CASE BAR #2016-00421
Request for alterations to replace 
existing, discontinued Gadsby light 
poles and fixtures with the proposed 
Alexandria Historic Street Light, 
which is a traditional, historically-
accurate street light design and 
containing a modern, energy-efficient 
LED light fixture for street lights 
within the public right-of-way.

Street lights within the public right-
of-way for the following block(s) for 
each street listed below:
Cameron Street 900 -1700;  
N Patrick Street 100
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Project 
Implementation

Consideration of amendments to the 
Criteria & Standards for 
Administrative Approval of 
Commercial Signs within the Historic 
Districts in response to recent 
changes to the Sign chapter of the 
Alexandria zoning ordinance.

Presentation and consideration of 
proposed amendments to the policy 
for Concept Review.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

Joseph Onyebuchi 1 11.29.16

Measures 1 col wide x 8"h

Notice is hereby given that AG TRANSPORTATION LLC, of 469 N Ar-
mistead Street – Apt. #13, Alexandria, Virginia 22312, has applied for 
authority to operate as a Common Carrier over Irregular Routes Passen-
ger service in the geographic area consisting of the Cities of Alexandria, 
Fairfax and Falls Church, Virginia and the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax 
and Loudoun, Virginia. 
Any person who wishes to support or oppose the application but does not 
wish to be a party to the matter must send a written statement to: DMV, 
MCS-CMU, P. O. BOX 27412, RICHMOND, VA 23269-0001. The statement 
must be signed and contain the applicant’s name and DMV case number 
(MC1500300SC).

Any person who wishes to protest the application and be a party to the 
matter must contact DMV at (804) 367-0503 to receive information on 
filing a protest. The deadline for filing letters of support, opposition or 
protest is   December 15, 2016.
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474
marhule@McEnearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

REAL ESTATE

May the good things in life be yours in abundance,  
not only at the holidays but throughout the coming year!

731 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA

Offered at $825,000

OPEN 

12
/4

, 2
-4

708B Mount Vernon Avenue
Alexandria, VA

Offered at $3,695/month
Available 1/15/17

2427 Fort Scott Drive
Arlington, VA

Offered at $1,047,000
Co-Listed by Susan Leavitt

FOR  

RENT

UNDER 

CONTRACT

1740 18th Street NW #T4
Washington, DC

Offered at $369,000
Co-Listed by Susan Leavitt

306 East Howell Ave
 Alexandria, VA

Sold for $1,390,000
Represented the Buyer

FOR  

SA
LE

SOLD


