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Council moves to fix  
‘failure to yield’ law
BY ERICH WAGNER

 Alexandria officials an-
nounced Tuesday that city 
staff will pursue implementing 
Vision Zero, an international 
project aimed at eliminating 
all traffic deaths, next year, 
following a spate of serious 
crashes involving pedestrians 
in the city this year.
 Deputy Police Chief Chris 
Wemple told city council that 
although the number of report-
able crashes has decreased, 
fatalities have spiked, while 
overall calls for service for 

traffic crashes remained flat.
 As of November 30, there 
have been 67 pedestrian-re-
lated crashes in Alexandria 
this year, compared with 73 
in 2015. But four pedestrians 
died, up from only one in 2015.
 “When they happen, 
they’re thoroughly investi-
gated, and where drivers are 
found to be responsible, they 
are charged,” Wemple said. 
“This is what we’ve seen. 
We don’t have an interpreta-
tion yet about why reports [of 
crashes] are going down, but 
overall the volume of crashes 
remains f lat at this time.”

 Earlier this month, Del 
Ray resident Rosemarie Cruz 
died after she was struck by a 
car while crossing the street at 
the intersection of Mount Ver-
non Avenue and West Glebe 
Road. Police have charged the 
driver, Karin Sheire, 77, of 
Montana with failure to yield 
to pedestrians.
 And last week, a pedestrian 
was sent to a hospital with seri-
ous injuries after a car hit them 
in the intersection of North 
Fairfax and Pendleton streets 
in Old Town.
 
 

Council to consider  
redevelopment of school, 
recreation center Saturday
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The planning commission 
unanimously approved the 
proposed redevelopment of 
the Patrick Henry Elementary 
School and Recreation Center 
last week. City council will ex-
amine the plan Saturday at its 
public hearing.
 Commissioners focused 
the majority of their discus-
sion around the selection of the 
site from two final alternatives 
by the Alexandria City School 
Board, a decision made on 
May 19 to select the so-called 
Option A-1, despite the fact 
that the resident-led Patrick 
Henry Advisory Group rec-

ommended Option C-1.
 But residents who testified 
disagreed on the reported level 
of consensus over Option C-1, 
with some suggesting that there 
was not such consensus and oth-
ers arguing it had been reached.
 Resident Jim Durham said 
Option A-1 received broad 
support from the school com-
munity, but the group’s lack of 
a chair to oversee its meetings 
and minutes of proceedings 
brought conflicting opinions of 
what took place.
 “The advisory group wasn’t 
set up to be as formal as it 
should have been,” he said.
 There was sharp disagree-
ment about the role of the ad-
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Planning commission OKs Patrick Henry project
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The planning commission unanimously approved the redevelopment of the Patrick Henry Elementary 
School and Recreation Center at its meeting last week.

City announces ‘Vision Zero’ plan
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TSALT, STUDIO BARRE, 

116 KING, INDUS IMPORTS, 

YVES’ BISTRO, SILVER PARROT, 

GREENSTREET GARDENS, 

STONEWALL KITCHEN,  

WHOLE DOGZ, HEN QUARTER,  

VICTORIA AT HOME

Circumstances 
have varied, but 

the numbers certainly 
caught our eye. It’s 
important to point out 
here that when we look 
at the city’s rate of fatal 
crashes per 100,000 
people, it is comparable 
to what we’re seeing in 
Arlington and less than
what we’re seeing in D.C.
and Fairfax County.”

 - Yon Lambert, 
City transportation director
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SANTA PLEASE! Live in an award winning, gated community! You 
will feel at home in this end unit with newly installed laminate flooring, 
fresh paint and SS appliances. Six panel doors, renovated master bath, 
and plenty of closet space. Garage parking. Minutes to Tysons and 495.

GOODBYE LANDLORD, HELLO HOME! Move right into your 
new home just minutes from National Harbor, MGM casino, and numerous 
amenities! Love the open floor plan, large bedrooms, and yard perfect for 
hosting parties. Bonus Opportunity: Fully finished, walk-out basement!

•3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
•2 Fireplaces
•Hardwood Floors
•Walk-Out Basement

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save
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 A HOLIDAY DELIGHT!  
Welcome the holidays in 
your stunning new home in 
the Overlook.  Boasting two 
master suites, an updated 
kitchen complete with granite 
countertops and stainless 
appliances, and a fabulous 
location near I-95 and the Van 
Dorn Metro!

ENJOY MARSHMALLOWS BY THE FIRE Adorable split foyer 
with wood burning fireplace & hardwood floors on the main level. Endless 
extras include recessed lighting, backsplash, master suite w/private bath, 
and fully fenced yard with large deck and pool. Near VRE & Metrobus stop.

•3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
•3-Level Bumpout
•Garage
•2 Decks & Patio

• 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
•Hardwood Floors
•Olympic Sized Pool
•2-Car Garage

ALEXANDRIA $529,900 OVERLOOK

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY! Live in vibrant Mount Vernon Triangle. 
Chic, wide plank hardwoods and a European design kitchen with stainless 
appliances. Private balcony with view of the Carnegie Library. Moments to 
Verizon Center, CityCenter, Convention Center and two metros.

DECK THE HALLS! Renovated garage townhome backing to 
common area on a “no thru” street!  You will be grateful for the lovely 
new HW floors on the main level, new carpet on the bedroom and lower 
levels, & the awesome location near Ft. Belvoir and the Metro bus!

A GIFT FOR THE INVESTOR! Solidly built 1930’s Cape sits on 
a large, .6 acre lot right down the street from Huntington Metro. This 
home has wonderful architectural features and is full of possibilities 
– renovate, expand, build new…. It is all up to you.

•3 Bedrooms,  3.5 Baths
•Main Level Hardwoods
•Vaulted Ceiling in MBR
•Move-In Ready

•3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
•Exposed Brick Walls
•Original Hardwood Floors
•Brick Fireplace

SANTA, SANTA, PLEASE STOP HERE Luxurious home with 
spacious rooms & hardwoods on the main level. Gourmet kitchen w/ 
island, breakfast bar, and top of the line stainless appliances. Lower 
level offers an au-pair suite, kitchenette, media room, great room and more.

•7 Bedrooms, 6 Baths
•Dual Staircases
•3-Car Garage
•Au-Pair Suite

SPRINGFIELD $474,900 HUNTER VILLAGE

VIENNA $1,495,000 MAYMONT

MCLEAN $294,900 THE COLONIESOXON HILL $254,900 FOREST HEIGHTS

BURKE $464,000 CARDINAL ESTATES

ALEXANDRIA $649,900 HUNTINGTON

•Deeded Garage Parking 
•Rooftop Terrace 
•Pet Friendly 
•Storage Unit

WASHINGTON, DC     $559,900 OLD CITY 2

DREAMING OF HOME 
OWNERSHIP?

Kiss that landlord goodbye 
and spend the holidays as a 
homeowner! Terrific condo 
features spacious rooms, up- 
dated kitchen, laminate floor- 
ing and plantation shutters. 
Walk to shops & restaurants, 
hike/bike along the Potomac, 
shuttle to Huntington Metro.

•2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
•Updated Kitchen
•New Floors 
•Ample Parking

ALEXANDRIA $249,500 BELLE VIEW

•2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
•New Floors
•Near Metro
•Parklike Setting

Ha yHolidays from all of us at Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices PenFed Realty

New Home in the New Year? Ask US how we can help you save up to $10,000 in closing costs*
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              621 Wythe St. Alexandria, VA 22314

  Place your order online at 
  theitalianplaceofoldtown.com 
or call (571) 777-8981

Holiday entertaining is  
made easy with our  
party platters! 

25 S. Dove Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 231-7199 
kingstreetcats.org 

Wish List 
The cats and kittens at King Street Cats would love to 
find the following items in their winter stockings: 

PET STORE GIFT CARDS 
WET & DRY CAT FOOD 
SCRATCHING POSTS ❄ CAT TOYS 
FELIWAY REFILLS ❄ PAPER TOWELS ❄ TRASH BAGS 
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Woman indicted in husband’s 
Duke Street slaying
 An Alexandria grand jury 
indicted a woman Monday for 
allegedly slaying her husband 
in their Duke Street home in 
early October.
 Paula Thompson-Marshall, 
47, of Alexandria was charged 
with murder and use of a fire-
arm in the commission of mur-
der. Her husband, Rolf Mar-
shall, died from one gunshot 
wound October 5 after being 
shot inside their home on the 
1100 block of Duke St.
 That same day, the Alex-

andria Police Department an-
nounced Thompson-Marshall 
had been charged with his 
murder. Marshall’s death was 
the fifth in the city this year 
out of seven homicides, the 
most in Alexandria since 2007.
 The charges will be tried in 
Alexandria Circuit Court. The 
maximum penalty for first de-
gree murder is life in prison, 
while the maximum penalty 
for use of a firearm in the 
commission of murder is three 
years in prison and is a man-

datory minimum sentence that 
cannot be suspended in whole 
or in part.
 A trial date has not yet been 
set.

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

703-310-6742  |  www.conklyns.com

HOLIDAY FLOWERS delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS 

Juvenile to be tried as adult in cab driver 
shooting on West End
 A 16-year-old boy was in-
dicted Monday by a city grand 
jury for shooting a taxi driver 
on the West End in September.
 Troy Benjamin Vann, 16, of 
Alexandria, was charged with 
aggravated malicious wound-
ing; use of a firearm in the com-
mission of aggravated malicious 
wounding; and possession of a 
firearm by a person previously 
convicted of a felony.
 He was 16 years old at the 
time of the offense, but has 
since been certified and in-

dicted as an adult.
 At the time of the shooting 
on September 22, Alexandria 
police said it was likely an 
attempted robbery, which oc-
curred outside the Shell gas 
station at Duke Street and 
Holmes Run just before 2 a.m.
 Vann will be tried in cir-
cuit court. The maximum 
penalty for aggravated ma-
licious wounding is life in 
prison. The maximum pen-
alty for use of a firearm in 
the commission of aggravated 

malicious wounding is three 
years in prison, this sentence 
being a mandatory, minimum 
sentence that cannot be sus-
pended in whole or in part. 
 The maximum penalty for 
possession of a firearm by a 
person previously adjudicat-
ed of a felony is five years in 
prison. The total maximum 
penalty in this case is life plus 
eight years.
 A trial date has not yet 
been set in the matter.

- Chris Teale

 

NEW SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES SWORN IN The Alexandria Sheriff’s Office welcomed seven 
new deputies to its ranks at a ceremony December 5. Kelly Allen, Joshua Barnes, Michael Boyd, Lamar 
Gayle, Sean Scalsky, Sahar Sherzai-Harding and Jirawat Tantiyangkul were sworn in during a ceremony 
at the city courthouse by Court Clerk Edward Semonian. Sheriff Dana Lawhorne then invited their fam-
ily members and friends to join him in presenting them with their badges. They began several weeks of 
training at the sheriff’s office and the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center later that day.

Give the gift of literacy to a
child in Alexandria.
Make a donation to our
program
OR
Volunteer your time to 
mentor a child.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
www.WrighttoRead.org

Paula Thompson-Marshall

COURTESY PHOTO
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Detached Old Town  
5 bedroom  

4½ bathroom home  
Now Offering  

Off-Street Parking 

For a private appointment contact 
Gina Baum at 703-338-1557

205 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET
By Appointment over the Holidays

Gina Baum, Realtor, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist (CLHMS) 
Ginabaum@kw.com

|  Keller Williams Realty Alexandria Old Town  |

EV
E 2017 NEW 

YEAR’S 
4–Course Elegant Dinner  •  DJ & Dancing 

Party Favors  •  Champagne Toast  •  Photo Booth   
Rooftop View of Alexandria’s Fireworks  

 

$80 per person / $110 with Wine Pairing 
Call for Reservations  

A La Carte Menu Available until 7pm 
 
 

1800 Diagonal Rd. 
www.theismanns.com  •  703-739-0777 

Open Christmas Eve 4-9pm 

POLICE BEAT

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police  
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases. 

Source: raidsonline.com

1 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT 5

BURGLARIES42THEFTS 2 DRUG 
CRIMES 25 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE

5
VEHICLE
THEFTS3ROBBERIES

Man falls more than 10 stories to death

Pedestrian struck by car in North Old Town

 A man is dead after he fell 
from a window more than 10 
stories up Saturday in Arland-
ria, in a death police said is not 
suspicious.
 Alexandria Police Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said officers responded 

to the 500 block of Four Mile 
Road at approximately 6:24 
p.m. December 10 after re-
ports of a sudden death.
 Nosal said investigators 
have not determined whether 
the death was accidental or the 
result of suicide, but that he fell 

from an open window. There 
were no other injuries.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 A pedestrian was taken to a 
local hospital last Wednesday 
evening after being struck by a 
car at the intersection of North 
Fairfax and Pendleton streets 
in North Old Town.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department re-
sponded to the area at approxi-
mately 6:41 p.m. December 7 

after reports of the crash. De-
partment spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said the pedestrian 
was transported to a hospital 
with serious injuries, but is ex-
pected to recover.
 Police closed the 200 block 
of N. Pendleton St. in both 
directions in the immediate 
aftermath of the crash. The 

driver stayed on the scene. No-
sal had no further information 
as of press time.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-
emergency number at 703-
746-4444.

- Chris Teale

The following incidents occurred between December 7 and December 14.

Convenience store on Eisenhower Avenue 
robbed at gunpoint
 Two men robbed a conve-
nience store on Eisenhower Av-
enue at gunpoint last week and 
stole cash and cigarettes before 
fleeing the scene, police said.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department re-
sponded to the 2000 block of 

Eisenhower Ave. at approxi-
mately 1:07 a.m. December 7 
after reports of the robbery. 
 Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said the pair dis-
played a firearm before steal-
ing the merchandise. Nosal 
said there were no injuries, but 

had no further update on the 
investigation as of press time.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria Po-
lice Department’s non-emergen-
cy number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

Police investigating robbery on Lincolnia Road
 Police are investigating a 
robbery where a man had cash 
stolen at gunpoint by three oth-
er men just after noon Sunday 
on Lincolnia Road.
 Alexandria police officers 
responded to the 6100 block 
of Lincolnia Road at approxi-

mately 12:02 p.m. December 
11 after reports of the robbery. 
Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said the three 
suspects brandished a firearm 
before stealing cash from the 
victim. 
 Nosal said there were no in-

juries, and she had no further 
information as of press time.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale
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Elizabeth Lucchesi & the LizLuke Team 
Licensed in VA & DC  l  400 King St  l  Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.683.0400 Office  l  703.868.5676 Direct 

Elizabeth@LizLuke.com  l  LizLuke.com 

Happy Holidays 
from  

 

OPEN HOUSE I SUN, DEC 18 I 2 - 4PM 

2208 CAVENDISH DR. 
3 bedrooms  l  2.5 baths 

Offered for $550,000 

UNDER CONTRACT 

910 POWHATAN ST #204n 
2 bedrooms  l  2 baths 
Offered for $560,000 
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visory group and whether its 
feedback was taken into ac-
count. Commissioners asked 
the majority of those who testi-
fied to speak to the community 
engagement process and their 
thoughts on its effectiveness.
 “The school board threw 
out all of [the group’s] hard 
work,” said neighbor Angela 
Devico. “They threw out ev-
ery concern of the surrounding 
community, they threw out the 
compromise, and in the process 
they’ve actually thrown out the 
trust of the community, and the 
trust of the entire city.”
 “The whole notion that it 
was not open and was a closed 
process is not true,” said Pat-
rick Henry PTA president 
Mark Huddle. “There was a lot 
of information going back and 
forth, and [it] was hard to keep 
up with, that’s true. They were 
going through iterations very 
rapidly at one point, which is 
true, and the design they were 
coming up with were from 
gradual changes and input 
they were receiving.”
 Planning Commissioner 
Maria Wasowski said that while 
she understood the neighbors’ 
concerns about the advisory 
group’s role, it was only adviso-
ry and therefore could not make 
binding decisions on the school 
board’s behalf.
 “The advisory groups are 
advisory, and come up with 
recommendations,” she said. 
“The advisory group does not 
make definitive decisions. … 
It’s disappointing, but it’s part 
of the process.”
 Commission vice chairman 
Nathan Macek suggested re-
fining the methodology of col-
laboration between the school 
board, Alexandria City Public 
Schools staff, neighbors and 
parents, and said a review of this 
process might be worthwhile to 
see where improvements can be 
made.
 Macek added that given the 
capacity concerns at ACPS 
and the need for construction 
projects at various schools, 

things must be done more ex-
peditiously.
 “This isn’t the last school 
we’re going to be building any 
time soon,” he said. “We need 
a lot more schools. We need to 
find a process that works, be-
cause frankly, this one took us 
five years. We can’t wait five 
years to approve the next school. 
We’ve got to be looking at these 
things as fast as city council can 
fund them, and as fast as the 
school board can make deci-
sions about which schools and 
which projects.”
 Under the plan, the current 
86,000-square foot elemen-
tary school would be replaced 
by a 137,000-square foot pre-
K-8 school that would accom-
modate 800 students. Patrick 
Henry currently houses near-
ly 600 students from pre-K 
through fifth grade.
 Meanwhile, the exist-
ing 9,000-square foot recre-
ation center would expand to 
18,000 square feet under the 
proposal and feature a syn-
thetic turf athletic field, a 
hard surface flex-court, three 
new playgrounds, and land-
scaped natural open space.
 Patrick Henry principal In-
grid Bynum said that parents 
at the school had shown over-
whelming support for Option 
A-1, and were surprised and 
upset when it appeared that 
opinion had been disregarded 
by the advisory group.
 Bynum said that given the 
site plan’s emphasis on the 
safety of students both trav-
eling to and from school and 
while inside the building, and 
the way it supports academics, 

the alternative will work well.
 “The new Patrick Henry pre-
K-8 School will be the best in 
the state of Virginia, but we can-
not do that without putting the 
needs of my children first,” she 
said. “They deserve a beautiful 
school that provides them with 
safety and a great instructional 
program and environment.”
 Local residents raised con-
cerns about North Latham 
Street being used by school 
buses, delivery trucks and other 
vehicles as a driveway, arguing 
that it is residential in nature 
and ill suited to such traffic.
 “The neighbors support 
the new school, but we’ve also 
worked hard to find solutions 
to ensure the quiet residen-
tial areas and our streets are 
not overwhelmed by this new 
school and recreation center 
that’s going to bring new traf-
fic into our neighborhood,” 
said resident Elizabeth Parker.
 Macek rejected those 
claims, while commissioner 
Stephen Koenig, who repre-
sented the commission on the 
advisory group, said the de-
cision to route bus traffic on 
North Latham Street was well-
evaluated and a “trade-off that 
we’re consciously making to 
get a more complete product.”
 Local resident Danon 
Liercke, whose children cur-
rently attend Patrick Henry, said 
bus traffic causes problems ev-
ery morning, and that this pro-
posal will help solve them.
 After the planning com-
mission’s unanimous approv-
al, city council will examine 
the plan at a public hearing 
Saturday.

PATRICK HENRY
FROM | 1

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Year End Contributions ~
Will be welcomed by the homeless pets of 

our city. Our pets await new homes, but 
need support while at our Shelter.

Make a tax-deductible donation 
to the Shelter in 2016.

WWW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS. ORG
THANK YOU

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Under the proposal, the 
new school would house 
approximately 800 pre-
K-8 students, while the 
new recreation center 
would be double the size 
of the current facility on 
Taney Avenue.
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 City transportation director 
Yon Lambert said the increase 
in pedestrian fatalities is not 
limited to within Alexandria’s 
borders.
 “The circumstances have 
varied, but the numbers cer-
tainly caught our eye,” he said. 
“It’s important to point out 
here that when we look at the 
city’s rate of fatal crashes per 
100,000 people, it is compa-
rable to what we’re seeing in 
Arlington and less than what 
we’re seeing in D.C. and Fair-
fax County.
 “And we’re certainly all 
aware of reports in the nation-
al media and studies done lo-
cally that pedestrian fatalities 
are rising.”
 And while city council 
acted Tuesday to provide a 
short-term fix to existing city 
regulations — adjusting a city 
ordinance regarding motorists 
who fail to yield to pedestrians 
in crosswalks to ensure fines 
apply to all crosswalks, not just 
ones particularly marked for 
enforcement — Lambert said 
city staff plan to bring council 
a resolution for Alexandria to 
adopt the popular Vision Zero 
framework next year.
 Vision Zero is an interna-
tional project to try to reduce 
the number of traffic deaths to 
zero. First approved in Sweden 
in 1997, the initiative in part 
stresses that all deaths on the 
roads are preventable and aims 
to make safety paramount in 
transportation policy-making. 
Adopting the program is already 
listed as a goal in the city’s bike 
and pedestrian master plan.
 “One of the most impor-
tant opportunities coming up 
… is the adoption of a Vi-
sion Zero policy resolution,” 
Lambert said. “It would be an 
acknowledgement by the city 
that we feel that all traffic 
deaths are preventable, and it 
would set aggressive targets 
to eliminate traffic deaths and 
serious injuries.”
 Lambert said implement-
ing such a framework would 
require greater collaboration 

across various city agencies, 
including the Alexandria Po-
lice Department, and would 
include a significant public 
outreach and education effort.
 “Importantly, this type of 
program would help comple-
ment some of the engineering 
efforts and initiatives we have 
in place, and it would be a 
data-driven multidisciplinary 
effort with our partners in the 
police and other departments 
around the city,” he said. “We 
will be doing targeted out-
reach and education to address 
some of the issues that we’ve 
just discussed.”
 And in the meantime, Lam-
bert said his agency is work-
ing to implement a number of 
initiatives to improve safety 
across all modes of transpor-
tation, from so-called leading 
intervals, where pedestrians 
are given two to four seconds 
between traffic light changes 
to get established in an inter-
section, to the installation of 
HAWK beacons — a mid-
block crosswalk with a signal 
that pedestrians can trigger 
before crossing the street — in 
some roadways.
 Mayor Allison Silber-
berg and City Councilor Tim 
Lovain both suggested adding 
more Stop signs where appro-
priate, among other measures.
 “We should consider more 
Stop signs, lower speed limits 
and more no turn on red sig-
nals,” Lovain said.
 “I would love to see more 
four-way Stop signs in Del 
Ray like we have in Old 
Town,” Silberberg added. 
“You know on streets like 
Dewitt, sometimes you come 
to a street and there’s no stop, 
but then the next street it’s a 
four-way. People make as-

I would love to see more four-way 
Stop signs in Del Ray like we have in 

Old Town,” Silberberg added. “You know 
on streets like Dewitt, sometimes you come 
to a street and there’s no stop, but then the 
next street it’s a four-way. People make 
assumptions and it becomes a free-for-all.” 

- Mayor Allison Silberberg

PEDESTRIAN      FROM | 1 sumptions and it becomes a 
free-for-all.”
 And Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson suggested that moving 
forward, council try to stay out 
of micro-level decisions re-
garding how to improve safety.
 “We need to do big, bold 
things, and we know what 
the data shows,” Wilson said. 

“[But] we have to stop as poli-
ticians — stop being traffic 
engineers, because we’re not 
very good at that. We know 
what the data shows and what 
things we can do to improve 
safety, so let’s do them. Let’s 
not be afraid to do them be-
cause politically they might 
not be so great.”
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Offices now open in Old Town, Shirlington and Mark Center.

It’s all about getting better,
right here inAlexandria.
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Big things have small  
beginnings 
BY JAMES CULLUM

 Adnan Hamidi has sold 
millions of Alexandria Cup-
cakes over the past seven 
years, and he’s just getting 
started. His cupcake shop 
at 1022 King St. will soon 
be joined by sister locations 
throughout Virginia and be-
yond. 
 “This 600-square-foot 
location is going to go inter-
national one day,” Hamidi 
said. “I am currently active-
ly negotiating for new loca-
tions as we speak. One is in 
Northern Virginia, and the 
other one is in Virginia, but 
a little bit south.
 “We’re really hoping 
that 2017 brings us two or 
three new locations, and af-
ter that we’re also looking 
at locations in Germany and 
Belgium.”
 Hamidi touts the success 
of his still-young bakery to 
the 27 flavors — from stan-

dards like vanilla bean and 
peanut butter to novel con-
coctions like Guinness Stout 
chocolate cake with Bailey’s 
frosting — being made with 
high-fat European butter, 
organic eggs, pure cane 
sugar and milk from a local 
creamery.
 “Our cupcakes are fatten-
ing, but you are consuming 
good fat,” Hamidi said with 
a laugh. “Seriously! When it 

comes to calories, it helps sus-
tain your metabolic system. 
Fat is also extremely neces-
sary for your brain function.”
 In addition to Hamidi’s 
duties at his shop, he serves 
on the board of directors of 
the Alexandria Chamber of 
Commerce, recently won the 
chamber’s small business of 
the year award and donates 
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make a difference in each 
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your financial life. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
warmly welcomes you

to celebrate the birth of Christ  
at one of our Advent and Christmas  

service offerings.

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314
www.stpaulsalexandria.com

DECEMBER 18, 11:00 A.M.  
Advent Lessons & Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE
12:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist

4:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist with 
Angel Choir & Youth Ensemble

5:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and 
Holy Eucharist with St. Cecilia 
& Women’s Choirs and Brass

10:30 p.m. – Choral Prelude and  
Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir and Brass

CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist Family Service

JANUARY 1, 10:00 A.M. 
Christmas Lessons & Carols

Sunday, Dec. 18, 5PM | Caroling in Old Town | Starbucks, 100 S. Union St.
Thurday, Dec. 22, 5PM | Neighborhood Caroling | 1801 North Quaker Ln.

Saturday, Dec. 24, 4:30PM | Christmas Pageant | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Saturday, Dec. 24, 9PM | Christmas Eve Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Sunday, Dec. 25, 10AM | Christmas Day Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Sunday, Jan. 1, 10AM | New Year’s Day Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.

Contact us for more information: 703-535-6815
or admin@ctkalexandria.org

Join us this
Advent Season as we celebrate

the Coming of Christ our King

 2016 Holiday Services

Alexandria Cupcake: Adnan Hamidi’s  
recipe for success

SEE CUPCAKES | 10

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
Alexandria Cupcake owner Adnan Hamidi holds a vanilla bean cup-
cake with Belgian chocolate frosting.

BUSINESS IN ALEXANDRIA
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cupcakes to dozens of organiza-
tions, including Christ House, 
The Campagna Center and Vol-
unteer Alexandria. He said it’s 
important to give back to the 
city that helped him succeed.
 “Tourists come and go, but 

the majority of our business 
comes from Alexandrians,” 
he said. “The hand that feeds 
you must be taken care of. The 
community feeds us and en-
sures that we stay afloat.”
 But Hamidi’s road began 
far from the bakery. He was 
born in Pakistan and moved to 

the U.S. when he was 12. He 
grew up in northern Califor-
nia, briefly served as a police 
officer and moved to Northern 
Virginia in 1993 to study so-
ciology and pre-law at George 
Mason University.
 Intent on becoming an at-
torney, he worked as a paralegal 

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 
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for the Prince William County 
Attorney’s Office, and after the 
birth of his son Josh and later a 
divorce, he reinvented himself by 
becoming a successful kitchen 
and bathroom designer.
 “Everybody has their why — 
why they do what they do. For 
me, when I was going through 
my divorce, I was fighting for 
my child’s custody. Between 
the legal fees and all of that fi-
asco, I was scraping my ashtray 
for loose change,” he said, wip-
ing away tears. “I will never 
go through that again. Never. It 
was horrible. And that’s a tough 
thing for me to say.
 “That’s my why. That’s why 
I hustle day in and day out. I’ve 
scraped the bottom. I was days 
shy of being homeless because 
I chose to fight for my son.”
 Hamidi, now 45 and mar-
ried since 2013 to his longtime 
girlfriend Kathy, was work-
ing as an interior designer in 
Georgetown when the inspira-
tion for Alexandria Cupcake 
took hold.
 “I wanted a [food] business 
without the hassles associated 
with a restaurant, and settled 
on desserts,” he said. “And my 
wife and I were talking about 
how to do this, and we nar-
rowed it down to cupcakes. No 
sooner had we made that de-
cision that Georgetown Cup-
cake opened up. My wife and 
I knew we were on the right 
track. So we opened Alexan-
dria Cupcake in 2010, and it’s 

been a great ride.”
 Alexandria Cupcake has 
seen annual growth of between 
27 percent and 32 percent every 
year, Hamidi said. His ovens, 
which are turned on at 5:30 in 
the morning, bake between 6,500 
and 9,000 cupcakes every week. 
He also pays his employees 
above the minimum wage. 
 “There are two factors for a 
guaranteed recipe for success 
with our product: the highest 
quality and the best customer 
service. It takes discipline to 
do that,” Hamidi said. “Thank 
God that we have always 
stayed in the black. For most 
startups that’s a difficult thing 
to do.
 “If you have poor service, 
then a lot of people aren’t go-
ing to come back. And then 
have a mediocre product at $3 
to $4 a cupcake? They defi-
nitely won’t come back. You 
have to put the grind in. Be 
the face of your company and 
don’t be afraid to toot your 
horn, because nobody is going 
to do it for you. Make shame-
less plugs for yourself, but be 
ready to back them up.”
 The most important factor 
to Hamidi’s success is family. 
 “Without them, this would 
not be possible,” he said. “My 
wife and son pitch in, and they 
support me when I need help. 
And that’s important, because I 
want my son to know the busi-
ness world and how to connect 
with all types of people.”

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
Alexandria Cupcake owner Adnan Hamidi said after years of significant 
growth in the city, he plans to branch out and open additional locations 
in Virginia and eventually in Europe.
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Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONLive & Online Luxury

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH • 5:00PM
Held ON SITE - 3120 N. Pershing Dr., Arlington, VA 22201

Visit www.PrimeAuctionSolutions.com
for an information packet & Details

AUCTION PREVIEWS:
Sun., Nov. 27th, Sat., Dec. 3rd 

& Sun. Dec. 11th • 1:00 - 3:00pm

Lic #2908000975
10% Buyers Premium

Pre-Register Now or on Auction Day at 4pm

$750,000 OPENING BID! • Original List Price: $4,000,000

Pershing Manor
•	 Exquisite	13,700+	sq.	ft.	Custom	All	Brick	Mansion
•	 .42	Acres|	Built	2005
•	 Dual	Grand	Staircase|	Custom	Cast	Iron	Railing	&	Banisters
•	 4	Over	Sized	Bedroom	Suites	|	7	Total	Full	Baths
•	 2	Guest	Suites	with	Own	En-Suite	Baths
•	 Dual	Entry	Gated	Circular	Driveway	|	2	Car	Garage
•	 Indoor	Heated	Pool	&	Stone	Waterfall,	Pool	Wing	w/Full	Bath
•	 Chef	Inspired	Granite	Gourmet	Kitchen

5 Miles to Washington D.C.

Chamber of commerce 
looks ahead with Tomor-
row’s Alexandria initiative
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Officials with the Alexan-
dria Chamber of Commerce 
believe the city has a great op-
portunity to map out its future, 
and the time is now to get the 
planning underway.
 The chamber is set to begin 
that process with its Tomor-
row’s Alexandria initiative, 
unveiled last week at its annu-
al meeting by incoming board 
chairman Dak Hardwick and 
slated to launch next year.
 Under the initiative, the 
chamber plans to spend the year 
hosting events and panel dis-
cussions focusing on how the 
city will look in 20 or 30 years, 
emphasizing the growth of busi-
ness and Alexandria’s role in the 
regional economy. In addition, 
the chamber wants to harness 
the city’s continued growth for 
residents’ collective benefit.
 “Our best days are in front 
of us,” Hardwick said in an in-
terview. “One of my favorite 

phrases is, ‘Never be afraid of 
what’s on the other side of yes.’ 
If the city were to adopt that ap-
proach, where you say yes to 
things, imagine what you could 
have if you started to say yes to 
things instead of saying no. The 
possibilities are endless.”
 The concept of Tomorrow’s 
Alexandria comes from the fact 

that the local tax base is skewed 
heavily toward residential tax-
payers. But officials hope to 
regain balance with council-
approved projects like Robinson 
Terminal South on the water-
front and The Gateway at King 
and Beauregard on the West 
End among others set to come 
online in the near future and 

feature more commercial space.
 Meanwhile, the confluence 
of older and younger genera-
tions in more urban areas means 
Alexandria has great age diver-
sity. Hardwick said the potential 
of all neighborhoods in the city 
must be harnessed, to ensure 
growth happens equally.
 “What you’re seeing is a 
change in focus for the cham-
ber, and that changing focus 
is noting that in order to be 
an organization relevant to 
the growth in the city and the 
future of the city, we have to 
adapt to the population that’s 
here,” Hardwick said. “And 
that population is younger, it is 
more diverse, it is focused on 
creating great spaces and sup-
porting our business owners.”
 Hardwick said with so 
many responsibilities and lo-
gistical constraints, small 
business owners generally 
cannot spare the time to testify 
before the planning commis-
sion or city council about top-
ics that affect them. Instead, 
he said, the chamber will take 

on more of a role in advocating 
for the needs of business own-
ers to elected officials.
 The chamber’s new initia-
tive takes into account the in-
creasingly competitive regional 
economy, bolstered by the re-
cent opening of the MGM Na-
tional Harbor Resort and Casi-
no in Prince George’s County, 
Md. Hardwick said finding a 
way to work in concert with 
other jurisdictions and keep-
ing an eye out for potential fed-
eral government tenants will be 
key, as well as retaining those 
already in the city.
 The National Science Foun-
dation’s new headquarters is 
slated to open next year near 
the Eisenhower Avenue Metro 
station, but Hardwick said it is 
equally important to retain the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice in Carlyle.
 Chamber officials said they 
will also work to keep Alexan-
dria unique, especially given 
the city’s competition with the 
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A glimpse toward the city’s future

FILE PHOTO 

The city chamber of commerce’s Tomorrow’s Alexandria initiative, 
announced last week, looks to start planning for the city’s future.
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T.C. girls basketball 
stays undefeated, led 
by high-octane defense
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The T.C. Williams girls 
basketball team began Satur-
day’s game against Westlake 
with a 5-0 scoring run, sparked 
by a high-pressure defense that 
stole the ball immediately after 
the first points were tallied.
 It then maintained that 
pressure, ramping it up in 
the second half, when the 
Lady Titans conceded just 
one point. T.C. cruised to a 
69-14 win over the Wolver-
ines in the She’s Got Game 
Classic hosted at St. John’s in 
Northwest D.C. and moved to 
a perfect 4-0 record.
 “Our mindset every day 
is defense, defense, defense,” 
said Lady Titans head coach 
Kesha Walton. “We know 

the offense will come, but 
if we’re able to lock down 
teams and be able to play dis-
ciplined, we can have a better 
chance of coming out on top.”
 The offense came to life 
in an impressive display for 
T.C., which began play in the 
Patriot Conference Tuesday at 
home with a 49-30 win over 
Lake Braddock. Junior for-
ward Karemee Copeland led 
all Lady Titan scorers Sat-
urday with 17 points, while 
senior Bhrandi Crenshaw 
shrugged off some early foul 
trouble to tally 15. Copeland 
also grabbed 9 rebounds in the 
victory.
 Sophomore point guard 
Geonna Stockton added 13 
points after being asked to 
fill in for starter Trinity Pa-
lacio, who was forced to 
exit the game with an injury 
in the first quarter. Palacio 
dived for a loose ball at mid-
court against a Westlake op-

ponent, but chipped a tooth in 
the process and needed emer-
gency dental work. 
 Last season’s Patriot Con-
ference tournament MVP 
would not return, but her ab-
sence served as motivation 
for T.C.’s remaining players.
 “We felt like we needed to 
push harder, because Trinity 
always steps up for us,” said 
Copeland. “Losing her, it felt 
like we needed to step up for 
her and play the game for her.”
 “I was really happy with 
the way [Stockton] stepped up 
and accepted that role,” Walton 
said. “I was very excited with 
the way the team stepped up. 
She’s been the lead on the team 
because she plays point guard, 
so once I was able to set them 
down, they played together.”
 T.C. shook off Palacio’s 
exit to power into a 17-6 lead 
at the end of the first quar-

Lady Titans keep up winning run

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Lady Titans forward Bhrandi Crenshaw strips the ball from Westlake guard Jasmine Gholson, while 
Geonna Stockton (No. 10) looks on. T.C. beat the Wolverines 69-14 Saturday at St. John’s to stay un-
defeated this season.

Pretty 
much our 

play is defense. 
We build on 
that by saying 
defense is our 
No. 1 offense, 
and it gets them 
hungry and 
going after it. 
We live off it. 
If it’s a dead 
ball, we’re like 
vultures after it, 
so we’re going to 
get it.”

- Kesha Walton, 
Head coach 

T.C. Williams girls 
basketball

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria/jumpstart

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

FIT TODAY...
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.

3 sessions for $99
Limited Time Offer

SEE TITANS | 13
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ter, taking advantage of some 
sloppy Westlake ball han-
dling. A 12-0 run in the sec-
ond quarter helped extend that 
advantage to 34-13 at half-
time, with the high-pressure 
defense continuing to cause 
problems for the Wolverines.
 “Pretty much our play is de-
fense,” said Walton. “We build 
on that by saying defense is 
our No. 1 offense, and it gets 
them hungry and going after it. 
We live off it. If it’s a dead ball, 
we’re like vultures after it, so 
we’re going to get it.”
 The Lady Titans continued 
to push forward after half-
time, showing the impact of 
intensive practices that some-
times feature an opposition 
made up of boys, an innova-
tion designed to make things 
as tough as possible outside of 
the game environment.
 “For us, boys are stronger, 
faster, that’s just the genetic 
makeup,” Walton said. “With 
that, we know once we play 
against girls, they’re not going 
to be as fast, they’re not going 
to be as strong, so if we’re able 
to handle it against our prac-
tice squad on a day-to-day ba-
sis, our games should be eas-
ier. I always want to put them 
in the predicament where 
practice is hard and games are 
a lot easier.”
 “We put in a lot of minutes 

in practice with defense,” 
said Copeland. “Coach Kesha 
really pushes us hard to have 
hardcore defense, because 
that’s basically our offense. 
We practice that every day, 
all practice.”
 T.C. is expected to have an-
other successful season, having 
won the Patriot Conference title 
last time out and then reached the 
Virginia High School League 6A 
North regional quarterfinals last 
February.
 And with a team filled with 
returning players, Walton said 
the team was able to hit the 

TITANS              FROM | 12

ground running in preseason 
and not worry so much about 
learning the basics.
 “From a teaching stand-
point, we’re building from it, 
it’s not back to square one,” 
she said. “We’ve knocked a 
little dust off, because most 
of my team is returning play-
ers, and then they shine. 

Whereas starting back from 
scratch and putting every-
thing in, it’s building on once 
we knocked the dust off.”
 But with a number of 
tough tests ahead, Walton 
said she is taking things one 
game at a time, all with one 
eye on what she calls the 
“February Madness” of the 

postseason, an intense run of 
games that can test even the 
deepest of rosters.
 “For us, it’s a game by game 
situation,” she said. “I told 
them, these games right here 
are preparation for when it re-
ally matters. I call it the Febru-
ary Madness. That’s what we’re 
gaming for, day in and day out.”

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
With starting point guard Trinity Palacio sidelined with a mouth injury, 
sophomore Geonna Stockton (pictured) stepped up in her place with 
13 points in T.C.’s victory over Westlake.
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town,” said Kenneth Svendsen, 
CEO of Entertainment Cruises, 
in a statement. “The Wharf is 
the perfect launch point for us 
to build on more than 30 years 
of service and excellence and 
create unforgettable memories 
for even more residents and 
guests. We look forward to 
growing with the community 
for years to come.”
 Entertainment Cruises is 
the nation’s largest dining 
cruise company with a fleet of 
38 vessels, and it acquired the 
locally owned Potomac Riv-
erboat Company in May. PRC 
remains headquartered in Al-
exandria, and Willem Polak, 
who has operated PRC since 
1974, remains CEO. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Company currently operates 
water taxi routes to Nation-
al Harbor, Mount Vernon, 
Georgetown and the National 
Mall to and from Old Town, 
as well as sightseeing tours 
and dining cruises. Polak did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.
 City spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said in an email that En-
tertainment Cruises has not 
formally made a request to 
expand service to and from 
the waterfront, and that there 
are still some details to be 
ironed out.
 “While the city’s operating 
agreement with the company 
effectively prohibits commut-
er service, we are supportive 
of a robust network of tour-
ist and visitor connections to 
Alexandria,” Fifer said. “We 

look forward to evaluating 
any request for expansion 
once we receive it.”
 The proposed service is 
the first step in what appears 
to be an ambitious plan to 
expand water taxi service 
across the region, according 
to Monty Hoffman, CEO of 
P.N. Hoffman, lead developer 
of The Wharf.
 “We’re talking commuter 
routes. Maybe we’ll lobby 
for a stop at Reagan National 
Airport,” Hoffman told the 
Washington Business Journal. 
“I don’t know, it’s just in my 
nature to keep going.”
 The new water taxi route 
comes hot on the heels of con-
firmation by NVRC officials 
that Alexandria will not be 
used as a terminus point in the 
commission’s proposed com-
muter ferry service. A study 
found last year that a service 
could be feasible from the 
waterfront to D.C., Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling and the 
headquarters of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.
 But significant push back 
followed from city councilors, 
who raised concerns about 
the impact of traffic conges-
tion from riders driving to and 
from the waterfront during 
peak hours.
 City Councilor Del Pepper, 
who represents the city along-
side City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley on the NVRC, said at coun-
cil’s November 9 meeting that 
after receiving a $173,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime Ad-
ministration, the commission 
will undertake a “generic study” 
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Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria 

not being the starting-point for the 
ferry. A starting-point for any transit 
service usually means a lot of cars 
get brought to that starting point, 
and clearly along our waterfront we 
do not have that capacity.”

- Mark Jinks, City manager Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS
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to analyze other routes and will 
exclude Alexandria.
 Acting NVRC executive di-
rector Bob Lazaro confirmed 
the change in an interview last 
week.
 “The staff takes direction 
from the full commission, 
but I think that the commis-
sion has heard clearly from 
Alexandria their concerns,” 

Lazaro said. “The staff will 
be proposing this alternative 
analysis for routes that would 
not include Alexandria.”
 Instead, Lazaro said routes 
linking National Harbor, 
Woodbridge and Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling will be ex-
amined, and that while no site 
has been chosen, Alexandri-
ans need not worry.

 “Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria not 
being the starting-point for the 
ferry,” said City Manager Mark 
Jinks at council’s November 
9 meeting. “A starting-point 
for any transit service usually 
means a lot of cars get brought 
to that starting point, and clear-
ly along our waterfront we do 
not have that capacity.”

We put 
in a lot 

of minutes in 
practice with 
defense. Coach 
Kesha really 
pushes us hard 
to have hardcore 
defense, because 
that’s basically 
our offense. We 
practice that every 
day, all practice.”

- Karemee Copeland 
Forward, T.C. Williams 

girls basketball



ber 1 meeting, the board ap-
proved transferring around $4 
million from the schools’ operat-
ing budget into the capital plan to 
aid with the purchase, with $23.4 
million already in the capital 
budget for this purpose.
 In addition, about $10.5 mil-
lion has been reallocated within 
the capital budget from six ex-
isting projects, with the replace-
ment of the roofs at George 
Washington Middle School 
and Matthew Maury Elemen-
tary School; the expansion of 
the Charles Barrett Elementary 
School cafeteria; and system-
wide fixes to furniture, fixtures 
and equipment set to be removed 
from future capital budgets.
 Meanwhile, the projects 
to expand ACPS’ transporta-
tion facility and modernize 
and expand the Minnie How-
ard campus of T.C. Williams 
High School will return in fu-
ture capital budgets, subject to 
school board discussions on 
those topics. 
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg said he wanted to make 
sure that capital projects are 
not deferred too often, as that 
can create a bad precedent.
 “People have had concerns 
with the way capital improve-
ment projects have been man-
aged in the past,” he said.
 Crawley acknowledged that 
some projects have been deferred, 
but that the system is moving into 
a new era of modernizing and re-
building schools. Last month, he 
proposed a $515.7 million capital 
budget that would renovate three 
elementary schools, rebuild Min-
nie Howard and build another 
West End elementary school.
 “We know that is an aggres-
sive agenda, but we are at a place 
in this community where we 
need to invest in learning spaces 
for our students,” Crawley said.
 Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said the procurement process, 
in which ACPS issued a request 
for proposals for space avail-
able for lease that conform to 
educational specifications but 
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Negotiations continue on West End elementary school
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ACPS plans to buy property 
on North Beauregard Street
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Alexandria City Public 
Schools plan to retrofit office 
space on the West End for use as 
an elementary school continues 
to move forward, with officials 
now planning to buy the build-
ings instead of leasing them.
 ACPS initially intended to 
lease office space at 1701 N. 
Beauregard St. and the adjoin-
ing parking garage at 1705 N. 
Beauregard St. The roof of the 
parking garage would be used 
as a playground, with the pos-
sibility of a gymnasium being 
built in the future to connect 
the two structures.
 But Schools Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley said at a 
work session Tuesday night 
with city councilors that the 
buildings have entered fore-
closure, so ACPS intends to 
purchase them instead.
 Crawley said the purchase 
of the buildings will cost ap-
proximately $15 million, with 
a price tag of just over $23 
million to retrofit the office 
space. Alexandria City School 

Board vice chairman Chris 
Lewis added that the purchase 
would save around $28 million 
over the first 10 years and $64 
million over the first 20 years, 
compared to the cost of leasing 
space.
 The school also would add 
approximately 650 seats at the 
elementary school level, an aid to 
a school system facing a capacity 
crunch and a seat deficit — more 
students than spaces available — 
of 937 in fiscal 2016.
 “It’s needed, and it’s a great 
opportunity, we think, to save 
some dollars and close the 
seating gap,” Lewis said.
 But city councilors raised 
concerns about the process 
so far, including an ambi-
tious timeline that projects the 
school would open in Septem-
ber 2018. Lewis said the inten-
tion is to coincide the school’s 
opening with the new bound-
aries at the elementary level 
being brought in through the 
ongoing redistricting process.
 City planning staff recently 
submitted comments and ques-
tions to their counterparts in 
ACPS after they submitted a 

second concept design for re-
view through the city’s develop-
ment special use permit process 
necessary for such projects. 
 And Crawley said that rela-
tively recently, ACPS staff 
discovered covenants on the 
office space that mean the 
neighboring property owners 
must agree with a change in 
use.
 City Manager Mark Jinks 
said he was most concerned 
about the turnaround time need-
ed to resolve planning staff’s 
comments. Jinks said coopera-
tion is key to ensuring things 
stay on track.
 “Working together is the 
only way we’re going to get the 
most efficient use of the dol-
lar,” he said.
 Councilors also questioned 
the budgetary juggling currently 
being undertaken by the school 
board to purchase the property. 
Crawley said that at its Decem-

FILE PHOTO 
Alexandria City Public Schools now intends to purchase office space 
on North Beauregard Street and retrofit it for use as an elementary 
school for around 650 students, after the building was discovered to 
be in foreclosure.
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Yves Bistro will be open 

Christmas Eve
and  

Christmas day 

New Years Eve
and  

New Years day 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de Cochon

www.yvesbistro.com

From the founder of

You are invited to  

Celebrate New Years Eve with 

Complimentary Champagne

celebrate the 
holidays at 

pending time 
with friends 

and family is a 
big part of 
what makes the 

holidays so spe-
cial. Celebrating with 

loved ones and exchang-
ing gifts is a time-honored 
tradition. But before the 
wrapping paper can be 
ripped away in a flurry of 
sparkling shreds, you  first 
need to find the right gifts 
for all the people on your list.
 Don’t fret about discover-
ing the perfect present. The 
experts at BJ’s Wholesale Club 
offer their predictions for the 
hottest gifts of the holiday sea-
son for loved ones of any age.
 • TOYS Both kids and kids-
at-heart adore unwrapping a gift 
to discover a neat new toy just 
for them. This holiday season, 

give them something that will 
make them squeal with delight. 
For example, a Giant Keyboard 
Playmat is great fun for the en-
tire family. Creativity sets let 
little ones’ imaginations take 
flight. A 70-inch Jumbo Plush 
Dog is absolutely snuggle-wor-
thy as it sits next to the tree.
 • TECHNOLOGY Tech-
nology items top holiday wish 

lists  for people both young 
and old. TVs and smartphones 
are sure to please, but if San-
ta’s budget is a bit more frugal, 
you’re not out of luck. One of 
2016’s most-wanted gifts is 
wireless headphones. Whether 
sleek in-the-ear headphones 
or on-the-ear options that pro-
vide an incredible audio expe-
rience, it’s a gift that will be 

used constantly. Look for top 
brands like Bose, Skullcandy 
and LG that give you a se-
cure, comfortable fit without 
sacrificing audio quality.
• GIFT BASKETS The 
smell of cookies, the taste 
of freshly roasted nuts, the 
crunch of caramel corn — 
food is such a memorable 
part of the holiday season. 

For the person who has ev-
erything, gift baskets are guar-
anteed to please. From savory 
baskets featuring delicious 
foods like pretzels, cheese and 
sausage to sweet baskets with 
chocolate, cookies and candies, 
you’ll find something for every-
one on your gift list this year.
 • OUTDOORS Bikes and 
other riding toys are always a 
hit as holiday gifts. Whether 
you get the next size bike for 
your growing child or pur-

chase a rocking horse for your 
little one just finding her bal-
ance, it’s a great gift that con-
tinues to give long after the 
holidays are over. In addition 
to bikes, trikes, scooters, pow-
ered-riding toys and wagons 
all make great holiday gifts.
 • INDOOR PLAY Want 
to find something fun for in-
side the home? Get kids away 
from the TV screen with 
amazing toys that inspire in-
door play. Play kitchens are 
fantastic choices for toddlers 
and elementary-aged children. 
Dress-up outfits let your kid 
be a doctor, chef, cowboy and 
more. Building block sets are 
created to suite kids of virtu-
ally every age. Finally, indoor 
tents and tunnels are great for 
kids, and even mom and dad 
will want to get in on the fun.                  

  - BPT



Store Location 
106 North  

Saint Asaph Street  
Alexandria, VA 

www. tsaltstyle.com

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 
Sunday 12pm - 5pm 
703-664-0585

on Your List

Something for Everyone

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook  

national harbor company store
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902
national harbor company store

s h o p  a l l  o u r   great gifts  f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n  y o u r  l i s t !f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n  y o u r  l i s t !f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n  y o u r  l i s t !f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n  y o u r  l i s t !f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n  y o u r  l i s t !s h o p  a l l  o u r

NOVEMBER 10
thru 

DECEMBER 31
10:00am to 8:00pm

weekly events calendar

COME
VISIT US
AT 116

KING ST

Over 25 fresh & emerging designers

@116king     571-699-5332 |116King.com|

1721 West Braddock Rd • Alexandria, VA 22302 • 703.998.3030
1503 Mt. Vernon Ave • Alexandria, VA 22301 • 703.837.0500 
391 West Bay Front Rd • Lothian, MD 20711 • 410.867.9500

www.GreenstreetGardens.com

Merry Christmas 
from the  

Greenstreet Family!

Fresh Trees & Greens 

Poinsettias • Ornaments 

Holiday Gifts & Accents

Firewood • Christmas Lights

Home Décor & More

PLENTY OF TIME  
FOR GOOD FINDS!
Don’t fret the Holidays. The Alexandria and 
National Harbor stores featured in our  
Holiday Gift Guide make shopping fun and 
offer some great one-of-a-kind products 
or services that your loved ones will really 
like. Check them out in store or online and 
good luck out there.

Interested in advertising in our Dec. 22 last-minute  
ideas Holiday Gift Guide? Call 703-739-0001!
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“One look is all it took to book a reservation”
www.henquarter.com

801 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 684-8969

RAISED RIGHT!
Locally raised, all-natural 
food served right with true 
Southern Hospitality.

Experience the Art 
of Jewelry

703.549.8530 • WWW.SILVERPARROT.COM

Open Every Day & Evenings
113 King Street, Alexandria,VA 22314

Happy  
       Holidays!

 

                               • Healthy Food, Treats, Supplements to keep your pup flourishing 
                                this holiday season and throughout the year! • Training Classes

                               • Stellar Daycare, Boarding and Spa.  • Pick up & Drop Off Services 

Ch
ec

k us out this Holiday season. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

CHECK US 
OUT THIS 
HOLIDAY 
SEASON

DOGS 
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

No Bones About It, Whole Dogz is
There for You this Holiday    Season
Holiday gifts for your best friend (and some things for           you as well!)

Victoria at Home

Store Hours
through December 24th

10:00AM – 5:00PM
12:00PM – 5:00PM

Victoria at Home 
1125 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.836.1960  
www.victoriaathome.com

 Shop                   

Holidays 
Featuring

One of a Kind and Hard to Find
Gifts for Joyful Giving

MON
-SAT
SUN
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then found the property was 
available for purchase, should 
be examined to find “lessons 
learned” for the future.
 Wilson added that the schools 
and city should work closer to-
gether, something Lewis said he 
was open to in certain scenarios 

if there is expertise not already 
provided by ACPS staff.
 City Councilor John Chap-
man went further, saying that if 
possible, it would be good to ex-
plore the city using the top two 
floors of the six-story building. 
Under Virginia Code, only the 
first four stories can be used to 
educate students, and Chapman 

and Wilson agreed that given the 
city’s constraints on its municipal 
facilities, there is an opportunity 
for a joint city-schools space.
 “I’d love for us to be able 
to work with you guys to have 
that space, however that needs 
to happen,” Chapman said. “It 
would be the best way to make 
this a joint project.”

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our 
party platters
this holiday

season

Fall Inspections of
one system for $69.95

Winter Inspections
of one  system 
for $69.95

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other

offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service

representatives how to apply this
to an Assured Service Agreement.

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning
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Kids  
in our  
community  
need  
super parents  
like you. 

Call us today! 
855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Unleash your
hidden 
superpowers
      Become a foster parent

Kids  
in our  
community  
need  
super parents  
like you. 

Call us today! 
855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Unleash your
hidden 
superpowers
      Become a foster parent

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DRPT FY18 PUBLIC NOTICE - The 
Virginia Department of Rail and 
Public Transportation (DRPT) is ac-
cepting applications for transit, rail 
and transportation demand man-
agement (TDM) grants for the 2018 
fiscal year. The state’s annual grant 
application period is open from De-
cember 1, 2016, through February 
1, 2017. Transit and TDM funds 
are available through multiple 
state and federal funding sources 
to support transit service, human 
service transportation, senior 
transportation, ridesharing and 
TDM programs in Virginia. Eligible 
project categories include capital 
purchases, administrative and op-
erating costs, technical assistance, 
demonstration grants and TDM/
ridesharing program costs. Funds 
are available for rail initiatives 
through the Rail Enhancement and 
Rail Preservation programs. In ad-
dition, funding to provide access 
to freight rail shipping for Virginia 
businesses is available year round 
through the Rail Industrial Access 
program. Complete details on 

eligibility and the application pro-
cedures for DRPT grant programs 
are available online. To learn more 
about transit, rail and transporta-
tion demand management funding 
in Virginia, visit www.drpt.virginia.
gov.  Applications can be filled out 
online at https://olga.drpt.virginia.
gov/. DRPT has also revised State 
Management Plans (SMPs) for the 
federal Section 5310, 5311, 5316, 
and 5317 grant programs, award-
ed to Virginia by the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). Draft plans 
can be found at: http://www.drpt.
virginia.gov/. DRPT is committed to 
ensuring that no person is excluded 
from participation in, or denied the 
benefits of, its services on the ba-
sis of race, color or national origin, 
as protected by Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.  For additional 
information on DRPT’s nondiscrimi-
nation policies and procedures or 
to file a complaint, please visit the 
website at www.drpt.virginia.gov 
or contact the Title VI Compliance 
Officer, Linda J. Balderson, (804) 
786-4440, or 600 E. Main Street, 
Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219. 

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Arlington, Virginia. 
Pershing Manor 13,700 s/f 

Residence, Indoor Pool, Embassy 
Sized Rooms,2 Kitchens, 7 Baths. 
December 13, 5:00pm 3120 N. 
Pershing Dr., Arlington, VA 2201 

Preview:11/27, 12/3, 12/11, 1-3p,
EDUCATION 

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train to become a 
Medical Office Assistant! NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & 
Job Placement available at CTI! 
HS Diploma/GED & Computer 

needed. 1-888-424-9419

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 

DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 

for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 

800-614-6500; Front Royal/Win-
chester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 
+ $86 court cost. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS • December 11, 2016
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likes of the Mosaic District 
and Tysons Corner in nearby 
Fairfax County and the com-
mercial areas of Arlington 
County in Northern Virginia.
 “I once heard that Alexan-
dria, in particular Old Town, 
is the downtown of Northern 
Virginia,” Hardwick said. “We 
have a unique offering for the 
rest of Northern Virginia. We 
have an historic downtown that 
is not a cookie cutter down-
town. It’s made up of indepen-
dent restaurateurs and retailers 
that are willing to take a risk, 
and they understand that their 
customer base is not only in 
the city of Alexandria.”
 Hardwick said elected of-
ficials should view this new 
initiative as a challenge to be 
brave and make tough deci-
sions. With tremendous bud-

get constraints, including the 
capital needs of Alexandria 
City Public Schools, a slew of 
other city facilities and regional 
commitments like funding the 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority, there will be 
some difficult choices ahead.
 “Our elected officials, our 
community leaders, our busi-
ness leaders have to recognize 
that you can’t do all of it,” 
Hardwick said. “Say, ‘This is 
the direction that we have to 
go, this is what we have to do.’ 
Instead of being led, lead on 
certain issues. There are some 
hard choices that the commu-
nity is going to have to make.”
 He pointed to the chamber’s 
40 Under 40 Awards, which 
began earlier this year to rec-
ognize young and emerging 
business and community lead-
ers in the city. The chamber an-
nounced last week that nomi-

nations are open for next year’s 
iteration of the awards, and 
officials said such recognition 
helps empower younger people 
to engage with civic life.
 “We are fortunate in this re-
gion to have a substantial pool 
of outstanding candidates and 
the chamber is the natural orga-
nization to recognize these in-
dividuals and all they do,” said 
chamber president and CEO Joe 
Haggerty in a statement. “Their 
contributions provide Alexan-
dria with a qualitative edge in 
competitiveness and innovation, 
ensuring Tomorrow’s Alexan-
dria will be highly diverse and 
successful.”
 The chamber’s new initia-
tive officially launches Janu-
ary 28 with an event called, 
“Chairman’s Voyage: To Bold-
ly Go,” which will feature the 
first such discussion on the 
city’s future.
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ARTS 20 CALENDAR
COUNT DOWN TO THE HOLIDAYS 
As the days get shorter  – and colder  
 – don’t hibernate. Consider these fun 
events right here in Alexandria.

LETS EAT
A HOLIDAY SANCTUARY
Le Refuge is highly regarded for 
its intimate setting and wonderful 
French country cuisine.

21 24HOMES
ITALIAN (KITCHEN) RENAISSANCE
As you enter the new year, consider a 
new look to your kitchen, incorporat-
ing sleek and modern Italian designs.

22
COMMIT TO A GREAT PLAY
MetroStage’s latest production, “Ful-
ly Committed,” is a hilarious one-man 
show with a phenomenal pedigree.

Apricot Gems are delicious and full  
of health benefits

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

BY ELIZABETH M. HOLM

 When I was growing up, my 
mother would bake 20 differ-
ent kinds of cookies at Christ-
mas. Each would be stored in a 
separate tin in the pantry and 
neatly labeled so that we could 
easily find our favorite. 
 My choice was always a de-
lectable combination of dried 
apricots, brown sugar and 
chopped pecans called Apricot 
Gems. As a child, they were 
simply delicious. As an adult, I 
love that the apricots also make 
them nutritious. 
 Apricots are packed with 
vitamins, minerals and phyto-
nutrients. Their deep orange 
color is the first clue that they 
are abundant in beta-carotene, 
a powerful antioxidant and the 
precursor of vitamin A.
 Eating apricots can help pro-
tect your eyesight. The vitamin 
A formed from beta-carotene is 
essential for maintaining your 

vision and the xanthophylls in 
apricots protect your eyes from 
damage as you age. Lutein, a 
type of xanthophyll, can protect 
your retina from the blue light 
that emits from your computer 
screen.
 There are more than 10 dif-
ferent antioxidants in apricots, 
including vitamin C and fla-
vonoids that protect our cells 
from damage caused by free 
radicals. Along with catechins 
that block inflammation, these 
phytonutrients make apricots a 
perfect food to eat to prevent 
both heart disease and cancer.
 Dried apricots are a won-
derful snack and add flavor and 
texture to baked goods. Given 
the health benefits of the fruit, 
it is no wonder these cookies 
are called Apricot Gems!

The writer is a registered 
dietician, nutritionist and a 

co-author of a cookbook.

DIRECTIONS
 Cover apricots with water and 
boil for 10 minutes. Cool and chop 
into 1/4 inch pieces. Grease an 
8x8x2-inch baking pan. Combine 1 
cup of flour and 1/4 cup sugar.
 Using a pastry blender, cut through 
the butter to make a fine, evenly 
distributed mixture. Spread into the 
pan and pat down to form a crust. 
Bake at 375 degrees for 15 minutes.
 Sift together 1/3 cup flour, the 
baking powder and salt. Beat two 
eggs. Add the brown sugar and 
beat well. Beat in vanilla extract 
and nuts. Slowly, beat in the flour 
mixture. Add chopped apricots.
 Spread the apricot mixture over 
the baked crust. Bake at 375 de-
grees for 25 to 30 minutes un-
til done. Cool and cut into bars. 
Roll in confectionary sugar.

1 cup dried apricots
1 1/3 cup flour
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter
1 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt

2 eggs
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 cup chopped 
pecans
Confectionary sugar

Apricot Gems

INGREDIENTS 
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Tom Story shines in 
MetroStage’s latest
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 “Fully Committed,” now 
playing at MetroStage, comes 
with so much stage cred, it’s 
hard to know where to start — 
so I’ll start with the underpin-
nings. Drum roll, please.
 It is directed by Alan Paul, 
who we know and love as the 
associate director of the Shake-
speare Theatre Company and 
for countless productions rang-
ing from Shakespeare to musi-
cals to concerts, not to mention 
opera at the Kennedy Center. 
 Written by Becky Mode, an 
alumna of HBO, Disney, Nick-
elodeon, Columbia Pictures 
and ABC, this nifty one-man 
comedy is coming off a suc-
cessful Broadway run, and 
MetroStage artistic director 
Carolyn Griffin has scored a 
major coup in getting it here. 
 The original has been newly 
revised for this production and 
features the immensely talent-
ed and highly endearing Tom 
Story, who juggles 40 different 
characters at warp speed.
 Story plays Sam, a strug-
gling actor who has taken an 
in-between-auditions-and-gigs 
job as a reservations clerk at 
a Michelin-starred Manhattan 
temple of cutting edge molecu-
lar gastronomy.
 Arriving at his basement 
office, he discovers that the 
other two reservations clerks, 
Sonya and Bob, have ditched 
him at the height of the holi-
day season and he is left to 
fend for himself against all 
the self-important crazies and 
their outrageous requests.
 Add to that a staff con-
sisting of a haughty, bipolar 
French chef with a drug habit, 
a prissy hostess, a Latino sous 
chef and a kindly manager of 
Indian descent. 
 Presto chango! Story cycles 
through an astonishing array 
of accents from Brooklynite 
and Manhattan Old Guard to 

Cockney, French, Indian, Ital-
ian (a mobster needs a table 
stat), a helicopter pilot with a 
lateral lisp, a Southern drawl 
from an octogenarian who 
overshares her medical issues, 
the flat nasal voice of a Mid-
western accent and a Transyl-
vanian-sounding caller will-
ing to bribe him for a table.
 Of particular hilarity is 
Story’s interpretation of Gwyn-
eth Paltrow’s swishy assistant, 
Bryce, who phone-friends him 
with increasingly insistent up-
dates of the actress’ demands 
for a special vegan tasting menu 
and the most flattering lighting. 
Famed British chef Heston Blu-
menthal is channeled when he 
shows up unannounced to find 
his reservation is missing and the 
restaurant is “fully committed.”

‘Committed’ to the one-man show

 Throughout the mayhem, 
Sam takes calls on his per-
sonal cell phone from his sup-
portive father and rival Jerry, 
another out-of-work actor who 
updates him on his shiny pros-
pects just as Sam approaches 
the end of his rope. To add 
insult to injury, just as Sam is 

hoping to join his family for 
Christmas, he gets a call from 
the chef telling him he must 
work through the holidays.
 As we see, it’s not just the 
constant phone calls for rez-
zies, it’s the intercom micro-
managing between the front 
of the house and the kitchen 

that challenge Sam’s sweet 
demeanor. As amenable as he 
seems, he’s no dummy, and 
when he discovers co-worker 
Bob faked a car accident to 
get out of his shift, he begins 
to see the light.
 Story’s ability to convey 
these absent callers through 

accent, emotion, and gesture 
is a triumph to behold. 

Through January 8  
at MetroStage,  

1201 N. Royal St.,  
Alexandria, Va. 22314.  

For tickets and information 
visit www.metrostage.org.

PHOTOS/CHRIS BANKS

“Fully Committed,” now 
playing at MetroStage, is a 
one-man comedy starring 
Tom Story as Sam, a strug-
gling actor who works tak-
ing restaurants for an ex-
pensive restaurant. The 
hilarious production fea-
tures Story jumping from 
character to character as 
Sam’s holiday season is 
slowly ruined.



Now through Dec 22
ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY MARKET 
A market that brings a variety of 
holiday festivities to delight adults 
and children. The market includes 
live music, a special children’s cor-
ner and unique vendors of arts and 
crafts, sweets and hot wine. The 
children’s corner features activities 
where kids can paint a Christmas 
ornament and a coloring book. 
Santa will make a stop from noon 
to 3 p.m. each Sunday, with a face 
painter each Saturday.
Time: December 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Square, 
300 John Carlyle St.
Information: www.alexandria-
holidaymarket.com

December 17
BATTLE OF MONOCACY AND 
JUBAL EARLY’S ATTACK ON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. A presen-
tation by Marc Leepson on the 
Battle of Monocacy and Jubal 
Early’s attack on Washington, 
D.C. in July 1864. This program 
is a special presentation that 
coincides with the release of the 
second season of “Mercy Street” 
on PBS. 
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Library – 
Duncan Branch, 2501 Common-
wealth Ave
Information: 703-746-1781

DOWNTON ABBEY CHRISTMAS 
A special “Downton Abbey” Christ-

mas Tea, where attendees can 
discuss their favorite moments 
from the series while enjoying 
a traditional tea, then enjoy a 
special private tour of the house 
showing the surprising connec-
tions between the people and 
places of Downton Abbey and 
those of the Lee-Fendall House. 
Admission costs $50 per person.
Time: Noon
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 
614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

SOPRANESSENCE HOLIDAY 
CONCERT Celebrate the holiday 
season with the local all-soprano 
group, who will be sharing part of 
the proceeds of their holiday con-
cert with Triage Cancer, a national 
nonprofit organization providing 
information and resources on the 
full spectrum of cancer survivor-
ship issues to patients, survivors, 
caregivers, advocates and health 
care professionals, through a 
national speakers’ bureau, educa-
tional events and online tools.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Del Ray United Method-
ist Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: www.sopranes-
sence.org

December 19

CIVIL WAR MEDICINE: ON BAT-
TLEFIELD MEDICINE A program 
on trauma care in the Civil War, pre-
sented by the National Museum of 
Civil War Medicine, coinciding with 
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the release of the second season of 
“Mercy Street” on PBS.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Library – 
Duncan Branch, 2501 Common-
wealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1781

December 31
FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA 
The annual New Year’s Eve bash 
takes over the city with more than 
150 performances at 25 indoor 
venues, with live music, dancing, 
children’s face painting and games. 
First Night’s fireworks finale returns 
with a spectacular display over 
the Potomac River at midnight to 
celebrate the New Year.
Time: 2 p.m. to midnight
Location: Various
Information: www.firstnightal-
exandria.org

January 6
BLESSED SACRAMENT CON-
CERT The Cecilian Players, Blessed 
Sacrament’s chamber ensemble, 
will perform a concert of chamber 
music that includes Haydn’s Flute 
Trio in D Major, Ravel’s “Chanson 
Madecasses” and Prokofiev’s Flute 
Sonata, Op. 94. The concert is free 
but contributions to support future 
programs are welcome.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: 703-998-6100 
x103

Brunch with Santa ~ Sunday, December 18
New Year’s Eve Dinner ~

Fabulous menu, DJ, a Champagne toast and party favors!

     1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

L A N D I N G

Celebrate with Us!

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

A Christmas Carol     12/2 - 12/17
LTA rings in the holiday season with 
a return of the classic by Charles 
Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas 
past, present, and future to 
find the true meaning of the 
holidays. Complete with 
special effects, Victorian 
carols, and Tiny Tim, A 
Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family.

Coming soon

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com

WINTER THEATER CLASSES

American & British Breakfast
Full Dine-In Lunch
Weekend Brunch

Come for the homey 
atmosphere and local 

hospitality
Sip the best latte and 
locally roasted coffee
Savor European beer, 

wine, Mimosa and Bellini

Join us where locals meet to eat for more than 15 years in Old Town North at
822 N. Fairfax St., 703-706-5886

Opposite Crown Plaza, 2-3 blocks from Sheraton, Holiday Inn and Best Western
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

American & British Breakfast
Full Dine-In Lunch
Weekend Brunch

Come for the homey 
atmosphere and local 

hospitality
Sip the best latte and 
locally roasted coffee
Savor European beer, 

wine, Mimosa and Bellini

Join us where locals meet to eat for more than 15 years in Old Town North at
822 N. Fairfax St., 703-706-5886

Opposite Crown Plaza, 2-3 blocks from Sheraton, Holiday Inn and Best Western
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

  American & British Breakfast
Full Dine-In Lunch
Weekend Brunch

Bring your houseguests to Perks for 
the best breakfast & lunch in town!

Join us where locals meet to eat for more than 15 years in  
Old Town North at 822 N. Fairfax St. 703-706-5886

Opposite Crown Plaza, 2-3 blocks from Sheraton, Holiday Inn 
and Best Western www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

Come for  
the homey 
atmosphere  
and local 
hospitality
Sip the best
latte and  
locally roasted 
coffee

Savor European beer, 
wine, Mimosa and Bellini



....

 All the modern amenities 
of today are incorporated into 
this all-brick rambler built 
with the quality materials of 
yesteryear, including full ma-
sonry fireplaces and red oak 
hardwoods.
 Boasting five generous 
bedrooms and three fully re-
modeled bathrooms, this 3,500 
square foot home has been re-
designed for one-level living, 
encompassing a main level den 
along with formal living room 
and laundry facilities on both 
levels.

 Taken back to the studs in 
this revitalization, the house 
features new plumbing, wiring 
and HVAC systems. The chef’s 
kitchen features a Wolf com-
mercial six-burner cooktop, 
updraft, faucet and Sub-Zero 
French door refrigerator. Note 
more than 25 feet of granite 
within the island and counters.
 This rambler is a home for 
the ages, and it even features 
a large in-ground pool. The 
property backs up to a private 
18-acre park and is only five 
minutes from Old Town.
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off if the work 

is performed between December 2016 and March 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

At a Glance:
Location: 1205 Belle Vista Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22307
Price: $1,175,000

Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3
Style: Rambler
Year built: 1963
Parking: Two-car garage

Contact: David and Marjorie Spires,  
Partners In Real Estate,  
703-765-3500,  
hometeam@partnersinrealestate.com, 
mspires@partnersinrealestate.com

PHOTO/PEDINI USA
With countertops and an island more akin to fine furniture than traditional American kitchen cabinetry, 
contemporary Italian style is often unadorned, featuring flush doors, natural materials and rich mono-
chromatic colors.

A great remodeled rambler 
just minutes from Old Town

PHOTO/TRUPLACE
The custom master shower for two 
features six body sprays and hand-
held adjustable and rain units.

PHOTOS/TRUPLACE 
This totally renovat-
ed home in Villamay 
(above) features new 
appliances, plumbing, 
wiring and an in-ground 
pool. The custom kitch-
en (right) was designed 
by Wishnow Kitchens of 
Hagerstown, Md.

same design principle is found 
in the home,” he says. “There 
is a small faction of Italian de-
sign that is traditional and rustic 
— with carvings and gold leaf-
ing — but today, when we talk 
about Italian design in America, 
it is contemporary and refined.”
 American kitchen trends, as 
released by the National Kitchen 
and Bath Association, based in 
Hackettstown, N.J., forecast de-
sign principles with streamlined 
spaces, which are emulated in 
Italian kitchens.
 A clutter-free culinary space 
appeals to not only millennials, 
but active baby boomers — or 
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BY MARY G. PEPITONE

 After the holidays, bid your 
home a vibrant “Happy New 
Year!” — or “Felice Anno Nuo-
vo!” — by bringing a little Italy 
into your kitchen.
 America’s midcentury 
modern movement is making 
a comeback with the f lowing 
curves and dramatic angles 
of Italian design that never 
went out of style in Europe, 
says Amir Ilin, director of 
North American sales for 
Pedini USA, based in Para-
mus, New Jersey.
 “Italy is the country that 
brings the world the sleek de-
sign of the Lamborghini and 
Ferrari automobiles, and that 

European epicure

HOME OF THE WEEK



703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2016 and March 2017. 

Ask about 

our 10% 

winter painting 

discount! 

legs and clean lines.”
 Countertops range from 
stainless to stone. Ilin says slabs 
of porcelain are the most popu-
lar countertop in today’s Italian 
kitchen, which can be fabricated 
in all shapes and sizes, without 
the ongoing maintenance of 
sealing stone.
 Ilin is a big fan of vented 
range hoods — another sculp-
tural element often set above 
the kitchen island — that really 
clear the air in kitchen design. 
Also, a range hood is essential 
to remove moisture, grease and 
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PHOTO/PEDINI USA
A specialized space is 
stocked and stored behind 
closed doors in an Italian-
inspired kitchen. Countertops 
pull out when in use and push back 
into a large cupboard when finished.

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Custom Design

Great Variety Of Quartz Colors

We carry Crystal, Aristocraft & TSG cabinetry.

Free
Estimates

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors

• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & 
  Commercial

 FreeSink 

Liscenced & Insured       30 Years Experience! w     ww.gereli.com
8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079 • 703.339.0300 • Fax 703.339.0400

“zoomers,” says Ilin.
 “As design in the home be-
comes more open, many people 
want the kitchen to look like the 
rest of the home, which is be-
coming more contemporary in 
design,” he says. “This kitchen 
design style isn’t new in Eu-
rope, but it has been catching 
on in the United States for the 
past five years.”
 With countertops and an is-
land more akin to fine furniture 
than traditional American kitch-
en cabinetry, contemporary Ital-
ian style is often unadorned, 
featuring flush doors, natural 
materials and rich monochro-
matic colors.
 CONTEMPORARY CABI-
NETRY
 Cabinets built by Ameri-
can manufacturers tradition-
ally use framed construction, in 
which the rails and stiles form a 
“frame” on the cabinet front. 
 Conversely, Europeans em-
ploy frameless cabinet or “full 
access” manufacturing tech-
niques, which offer greater 
accessibility by eliminating 
the front stiles and frame. In a 
technique that uses “thicker box 
construction” for stability, flat 
door and drawer fronts create a 
sleek, simple aesthetic.
 Ilin cautions that not all 
installers are built the same. 
“It’s important to not warp 
cabinets when installing on 
hanging rails,” he says. “Also, 
larger standing cabinets need 
to remain square when adjust-
ing legs.”

 Cabinet finishes can range 
from lacquer to high-gloss, us-
ing exotic woods or veneer. 
Shelving often rolls out for 
greater accessibility, with glass 
fronts that open at the touch of a 
hand.
 KITCHEN ISLAND
 If your home’s floor plan is 
a vast sea of space, the kitchen 
shouldn’t be uncharted territory 
for an island. 
 “An island can act as a 
buffer between the rest of the 
room and the kitchen itself,” 
Ilin says. “Italian-inspired is-
lands don’t have corbels, but 
can be sculptural with angled SEE EUROPEAN  | 25



Let Le Refuge be a holiday season sanctuary

At a Glance:
Name:  Le Refuge
Location: 127C N. Washington St., 
 Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town

Owners: Jean Francois Chaufour,  
Anne Fregnan and Hugh Fregnan
Chef: Raphael Morales
Established: 1983
Type of food: Country French 

Price Range: $15 to $30 for lunch; 
$25 to $45 for dinner
Hours: Monday through Saturday lunch  
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., dinner 5:30 to 10 
p.m., open Christmas Eve and New Years Eve
Contact: 703-548-4661

 Consistently ranked highly on 
Trip Advisor, Le Refuge keeps its 
fine reputation by offering stellar 
seasonal menus year after year. 
This winter is no exception.
 Le Refuge founder and chef 
emeritus Jean Francois Chaufour 
creates the menu and has winter se-

lections that make the mouth water. 
As a complement to the excellent 
seasonal cuisine, this lovely French 
restaurant offers an extensive wine 
list to please all palates.
 The winter specials this year 
include homemade split pea soup 
with smoked sausage, baked por-
tobello mushroom stuffed with 
goat cheese, venison medallions, 
bouillabaise and cassoulet maison.
 And outstanding year-round 
menu selections include the French 
onion soup and the salmon en croute 
with champagne cream sauce.
 Visit Le Refuge and discover 
why this lovely spot is truly an 
Old Town treasure for its cuisine, 
the intimate setting, and incred-
ible service.

A SPECIAL RESTAURANT REPORT IN THE ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  E AT

COURTESY PHOTOS
Le Refuge is filled with exception-
al French cuisine, including sea-
sonal and year-round selections. 
Founder and chef emeritus Jean 
Francois Chaufour (above) cre-
ates the menu, which will delight 
your palate this winter.
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CALL UPON THE BAR TO STOP SUBSTANTIAL DEMOLITION
 OF A 200+ YEAR-OLD, HISTORIC OLD TOWN HOME!

Nineteen Queen & Royal Street homeowners 
urge the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) to DENY A PERMIT to demolish the eastern 
exterior wall and roof of 319 QUEEN STREET, ex-
tend it 6’, create an 18’ addition from the original 
north wall, and add an elevator to a home bearing 
an Historic Alexandria Foundation plaque.

These changes will eliminate forever another Old 
Town historic home, and place it totally out of 
context with the 3 identical row houses (321, 323, 
325 Queen) built in 1790 and together updated in 
1818 when James Monroe was President.
- The Queen & Royal Homeowner’s Group (Michael Maibach, Treasurer)

PLEASE CALL OR WRITE THE BAR AND SAY “NO” TO THIS PERMIT, 
AND “YES” TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF OLD TOWN HOMES!
BAR CHAIRMAN: John von Senden BAR MEMBERS: • Robert Adams •Slade Elkins •Kelly Finnigan •Christina Kelley •Margaret Miller •Christine Roberts

Call 703-746-3833 | Email Preservation@AlexandriaVA.gov | Write City of Alexandria BAR – 301 King Street 22314

The BAR will vote at 7:30pm, Wednesday, December 21 at City Hall. Please attend & speak.  

WE EITHER PRESERVE OLD TOWN HOUSE-BY-HOUSE, OR WE LOSE OLD TOWN HOUSE-BY-HOUSE
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 Chester William “Chet” 
Fannon III, of Middleburg, 
Va., died peacefully on Satur-
day, December 3, 2016 after a 
long battle with heart and oth-
er health related issues. His 
wife Kate Armfield Fannon 
and his sister Heather Fannon 
Young were by his side. 
 A loving husband to Kate 
and a respected and cherished 
father to Kingsley and Ches-
ter IV, Chet was born on Oc-
tober 21, 1961 in Alexandria 
to Chester William “Bill” 
Fannon Jr. and Mary Frances 
Tucker Fannon. His childhood 
was spent in Rappahannock 
County, Va. His formative 
years were spent on the fam-
ily farm where he fostered 
his lifelong passion for the 
outdoors. Chet spent his free 
time bird hunting, training 
dogs and  engaging in habitat 
restoration. He also enjoyed 

horseback riding and was an 
accomplished polo player.
 Chet was a graduate of 
the Blue Ridge School in Al-
bemarle County and James 
Madison University in Har-
risonburg, Va. Chet lived in 
Rosemont and Old Town dur-
ing his 20 plus year career 
with Fannon Petroleum on 

Duke Street in Alexandria.
 In death, Chet showed the 
same courage, integrity and 
grace that had been the hall-
marks of his life. He is remem-
bered with love and missed 
with heartache by his wife, 
parents, children, sisters and 
their husbands, Jimmy Swin-
dler and Daron Young.
 A memorial service was 
held on December 8, 2016 at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Upperville, Va.  In addition 
to his immediate family, Chet 
is survived by four nieces and 
nephews and numerous other 
extended family members in 
Alexandria.
 In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Chet’s 
memory to the United Net-
work for Organ Sharing 
(UNOS) at 700 4th St., Rich-
mond, VA 23219 or through 
www.unos.org.

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

A Cat Rescue and Adoption  
Organization

 We rescue abandoned/ 
   homeless cats & kittens and    
  prepare them for adoption    
 into permanent homes.

Please help by including Tails High 
in your year-end giving plans, or  
by fostering or adopting a cat or 
kittens through out the year. 

We are an all volunteer run foster home-based  
501(c)(3) non-profit group. 703-819-5240    

meow@tailshigh.org   |    CFC #23910

A big THANK YOU to everyone  
who made a donation, adopted or fostered 

Tails High cats and kittens in 2016!

spay/neuter assistance 
temporary custody

small pet food bank 
special needs cats considered

particulates from the home, and 
prevent these things from be-
ing breathed in and adhering to 
walls, cabinets and furnishings, 
which is especially important in 
an open floor plan.
 SPECIALIZED SPACES
 The idea of creating a 
breakfast bar — stocked with 
conveniently located first-of-
the-day foods, dining ware and 
appliances — makes it easier 
for families to break-the-fast. 
Stocked and stored behind 
closed doors in an Italian-
inspired kitchen, countertops 
pull out when in use and push 
back into a large cupboard 
when finished.
 Often, this cupboard can 
house a complete coffee station, 
which can also be pressed into 
service at the end of an evening. 
The specialized cupboard is also 
the perfect place to house the 
blender, toaster and espresso 
machine. 
 To raise a glass to toast styl-
ish epicurean endeavors, Ilin 

says a wine refrigerator is be-
coming a must-have appliance. 
Self-standing, temperature-
controlled cabinets or credenzas 
made especially to store wine 
can start at $1,000, based on the 
design and the number of bottles 
they will hold.
 COLORFUL CULINARIAN
 When creating a sleek de-
sign in a thoroughly modern 
monochrome, an exciting way 
to color your kitchen is to al-
low small appliances — such 
as a stand mixer — and cast 
iron cookware in bright tones 

to reside on the corner of a 
countertop or cooktop. 
 In a more daring move, the 
kitchen island can be fabricat-
ed in a color -- such as a warm, 
yellowy “dune” hue. Ilin says 
the trend is shifting away from 
colorful islands, which are 
harder to swap out than kitch-
en accessories.
 “Italian design has a timeless 
quality to it, in that it is pared 
down,” Ilin says. “Good design 
should have beautiful form, but 
it must first be functional — es-
pecially in the kitchen.”
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Chester William Fannon III
OBITUARY

Chester William Fannon III

 Fontaine Caffe & Crêperie is your go to locally owned 
eatery located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

Relax and enjoy 
a delicious, cozy 
lunch, dinner or 
brunch and savor 
the season.

PHOTO/PEDINI USA
This sleekly designed and thoroughly 
modern monochrome kitchen island is 
fabricated with a warm, yellowy “dune” hue.
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Our View
Planning for Alexandria’s 
Tomorrowland
 The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce is onto something 
with its Tomorrow’s Alexandria initiative.
 Planning for the future — particularly trying to boost busi-
ness growth — is not something that should be left solely to 
elected officials and city staff. With this initiative, the chamber 
will take the lead next year in hosting events and roundtables that 
consider through a business prism what our city should look like 
20 to 30 years from now.
 Economic growth in Alexandria has long been a balancing 
act. Our post-recession tax base is skewed too heavily toward 
residential taxes, meaning homeowners provide the bulk of local 
revenues to city coffers. The way to change this ratio is to draw 
more businesses, large and small, to the Port City.
 Yet given our city’s historic neighborhoods and reliance on tour-
ism, it is essential that economic growth be balanced with livability 
concerns. If Old Town is the downtown of Northern Virginia as 
many say, we have to ensure that it remains an attractive place to 
live, work and visit. As Del Ray continues to blossom, growth there 
must be offset by concern for residents’ quality of life.
 It is because maintaining balance is often an elusive goal in 
Alexandria that the chamber’s Tomorrow’s Alexandria initia-
tive is so important. Once we collectively envision what our city 
should look like in the future, then residents, business and gov-
ernment can hopefully work together to get there.
 In his motivational talks, Duke University men’s basketball 
coach Mike Krzyzewski tells young players that to make the 
game winning shot, they must envision themselves succeeding 
and then work toward their goal. Success doesn’t generally hap-
pen by accident, either on the court or in urban planning.
 Obviously, it is not as if no one in the city has ever thought 
ahead before, as Alexandria’s capital improvement plans look 
forward 10 years and city staff are constantly updating neighbor-
hood planning documents. Large infrastructure projects must be 
staggered to be affordable. But looking forward is generally done 
by government officials, with public input. 
 By assuming a leadership role in long-range planning, the 
chamber assures that small businesses, which are mostly owned 
and run by city residents, will have a seat at the table.
 Also welcome is the chamber’s decision to step up its ongoing 
advocacy for businesses before city council. While it may or may 
not be fair, the perception lingers that Alexandria is a difficult 
place to open and run a business. 
 City officials may dispute this allegation, but they often take or 
consider actions that are harmful to small businesses. Among them:
 • A recent decision to enforce a ban on the A-frame signs that 
many businesses, particularly on side streets, rely on to attract 
customers;
 • The decision a few years ago to extend parking meter en-
forcement hours;
 • An oft proposed but never implemented value added tax on 
businesses.
 As incoming chamber board chairman Dak Hardwick has not-
ed, most small business owners do not have time to advocate on 
their own behalf at City Hall. Enhanced roles for the chamber in 
this realm and in long-range planning are both welcome steps. 
 As we ring in 2017, it will be interesting to watch the Tomor-
row’s Alexandria initiative unfold.

To the editor:
 Virginia is blessed with 
the Dillon Rule, which the 
Virginia Supreme Court ad-
opted in 1896. The Dillon 
Rule limits local governments 
to topics that the state legisla-
ture has given them clear au-
thority on.
 Thanks to the Dillon Rule, 
Alexandria cannot place a 
moratorium on rezoning land, 
adopt nondiscrimination pro-
tections for the city’s private 
employers, or require devel-
opers to compensate nearby 
property owners for lowering 
nearby property values.
 A careful reading of 
city council’s November 18 
“Hate-Free Zone” statement 
(“Local immigrant commu-
nity braces for Trump presi-
dency,” November 24) shows 
how hostile our city council 
is to these restraints. Several 
of the statement’s enumer-

ated categories go beyond the 
protected categories in fed-
eral and Virginia law.
 One, immigration status, 
even contradicts federal law 
which allows, and sometimes 
requires, such discrimination 
(e.g. federal employees must 
be U.S. citizens).
 City council’s statement 
more closely parallels the D.C. 
Human Rights Act, whose 
stated purpose is to end dis-
crimination “for any reason 
other than … individual mer-
it” and ensure every individual 
has “an equal opportunity to 
participate fully in the [city’s] 
economic, cultural and intel-
lectual life” and even to pro-
hibit practices that indirectly 
might discriminate. Its catalog 
of protected classes includes 
the same ones as Alexandria 
City Council’s statement.
 D.C. operates under the 
Cooley doctrine of municipal 

corporations, usually called 
“home rule,” the antithesis of 
the Dillon Rule.
 Justice Thomas Cooley of 
the Michigan Supreme Court 
in the 19th century insisted 
“the continued and perma-
nent existence of local gov-
ernment is … assumed in all 
state constitutions … [as] a 
… constitutional right, even 
when not … expressly provid-
ed for,” with which not even 
state law can dispense. City 
council’s statement shows it 
would rather operate under 
the Cooley doctrine.
 This is yet another example 
suggesting Alexandria’s local 
government should be inclined 
to join D.C.’s thus far quixotic 
statehood bid, because the 
District’s “home rule” status 
closely parallels how City Hall 
would prefer to do business.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Your Views

City’s inclusiveness statement runs 
against Dillon Rule

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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Senior Corner
by Mary Lee Anderson

 Alexandria’s seniors 
are fortunate in many 
ways. The city offers many 
programs and services de-
signed to help older resi-
dents stay in their homes 
safely, and Senior Services 
of Alexandria is one of sev-
eral local nonprofits that 
support those who may 
need a little ex-
tra help.
 The Meals 
on Wheels pro-
gram is one that 
makes a huge 
difference in 
many lives. SSA 
and the City’s 
Division of Ag-
ing and Adult 
Services work together to 
deliver meals seven days a 
week, 365 days a year.
 More than 300 volun-
teers bring two meals each 
day — one hot, one cold — 
to the homes of more than 
90 residents who count on 
nutritious food and a smil-
ing face at their door.
 Alexandria has one of 
the few Meals on Wheels 
programs in the entire 
country that operates on a 
daily basis, thanks to gen-
erous private donors and 
the city.
 Seniors who live alone 
and are homebound may be 
eligible to receive meals on 
a subsidized basis. Those 
who have a short-term 
need due to surgery, or 
who have a medical condi-
tion that makes it difficult 
for them to shop and cook 
regularly, have the option 
of getting meals for just 
$10 per day. There is no 
waiting list for service and 
no income threshold is as-
sociated with Alexandria’s 

Meals on Wheels program.
 SSA and DAAS have 
been looking at ways to 
reach non-English speak-
ing seniors in our City. 
SSA has Spanish-speaking 
staff available to speak 
with anyone with questions 
about the program, and 
Spanish-language transla-

tions of Meals 
on Wheels lit-
erature are avail-
able and distrib-
uted throughout 
the community.
    Soon we will 
be distributing 
Meals on Wheels 
information in 
Amharic, tar-

geted at the Ethiopian 
and Eritrean seniors in 
Alexandria. SSA also 
has access to a simulta-
neous translation service 
that will ensure we can 
respond to inquiries and 
clients in just about any 
language.
 Please help get the word 
out to seniors in need — 
they can find out more by 
calling DAAS at 703-746-
5999 or SSA at 703-836-
4414 ext. 112.
 If you have suggestions 
for community centers 
that may be good locations 
to distribute literature to 
the non-English speaking 
community, call SSA at 
703-836-4414 ext. 113.
 And if you’d like to 
become a volunteer and 
help a senior, call SSA at 
703-836-4414 ext. 115, or 
visit our website at www.
seniorservicesalex.org. 

The writer is the executive 
 director of Senior  

Services of Alexandria.

Mary Lee Anderson

Meals on Wheels serves 
Alexandria every day

To the editor:
 Just to start off, I am writing 
as a private citizen; not in my 
role as chairman of Advocates 
for Alexandria Aquatics. The 
views I express are mine and 
have not been vetted with any 
organization.
 First, let me thank the Times 
for their article regarding City 
Manager Mark Jinks’ decision to 
“pause” the award of the design 
contract for the new multiuse 
pool at Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center (“Chinquapin pool 
renovation plans on hold,” De-
cember 8), which he also now ex-

panded into a questioning of the 
need for the actual construction 
of the project.
 But I’m not writing about my 
concerns about that particular 
decision. I’m addressing the con-
cern I have about the decision’s 
impact on public-private partner-
ships in Alexandria — a concept 
city council favors to stretch our 
tax dollars. 
 I have been a strong proponent 
of such partnerships. I worked 
with the city as part of the Mira-
cle League of Alexandria’s effort 
to build the Kelley Cares Miracle 
Field at the Lee Center and the 

Ruthanne Lodato Playground, 
also at the Lee Center.
 I helped the Alexandria Po-
lice Foundation with the build-
ing of the memorial at the Al-
exandria Police Department 
headquarters. And I have spent 
the last four years working in 
partnership with the city to im-
prove aquatics offerings in Al-
exandria.
 I have been quoted in press 
releases for the city’s Parknership 
program as endorsing the con-
cept of public-private partner-

Chinquapin pool ‘pause’ shakes my faith 
in public-private partnerships

To the editor:
 Since the Charleston massa-
cre last year, Confederate monu-
ments, memorials and place 
names have been reignited as 
battlegrounds for contesting who 
belongs in the South and can lay 
claim to its heritage on the me-
morial landscape.
 The city of Alexandria faces 
a similar controversy with Jeffer-
son Davis Highway. The city vot-
ed in September to try to move 
a statue of a Confederate soldier 
from the intersection of Prince 

and South Washington streets as 
well as to change the name of Jef-
ferson Davis Highway due to its 
affiliation with the Confederacy 
and slavery.
 Davis, after all, was the presi-
dent of the Confederate States of 
America. But the removal of the 
statue is subject to state laws that 
prohibit the movement or remov-
al of war memorials, so the city’s 
hands are tied in relation to the 
monument.
 What they do have some 
control over, though, is the high-

way name. The city’s task force 
studying the issue characterized 
the statue as “a sad and unarmed 
soldier, not a heroic figure” and 
recommended the city change the 
highway’s name. 
 When considering which 
name should replace Jefferson Da-
vis on the roadway, the city should 
reflect carefully on the replace-
ment name and critically consider 
the process by which it is selected. 
The process of selecting a new 

Alexandrians: Take the opportunity Tulsa 
missed with renaming Brady Street
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To the editor:
 My name is Chris Daddio, 
and although I am a resident 
of Fairfax County, I have been 
working in Old Town for the 
past four years. I am extremely 
concerned about the ethical 
conduct of your city’s parking 
enforcement officers.
 These officers routinely treat 
citizens and visitors alike with 
disrespect that should embarrass 
a city that I believe has an out-
standing reputation otherwise.
 Officers routinely harass, 
insult, curse, and levy fines be-
yond their legal mandate in or-
der to humiliate and degrade vis-
itors. I have encountered officers 
laughing at drivers as the drivers 
walk out and inspect their ticket.

 Instead of using parking en-
forcement to keep the city safe 
and maintain a general sense of 
order, officers maliciously fol-
low vehicles in order to track 
people and double up tickets 
where possible.
 I have had clients, friends 
and family members visit this 
great city, only to have their 
experience ruined by a parking 
enforcement officer intent on 
degrading the dignity and self-
worth of the general public.
 I understand that my com-
plaint is unlikely to do anything, 
as that is the general trend. Park-
ing enforcement officers under-
stand that they will not be chal-
lenged, and that they are free to 
operate without concern for eth-

ics, professionalism or respect 
for their fellow men and women.
 I can no longer recommend 
that friends and family should 
visit Alexandria. I routinely 
hold meetings in Arlington 
County now, as it has become 
impossible to patronize Alexan-
dria shops and restaurants with-
out finding constant harass-
ment at the hands of a parking 
enforcement officer.
 I wish the restaurant own-
ers of Alexandria the best, but 
until they stand up to the hostil-
ity and aggression of their civil 
servants, I cannot in good con-
science spend more than a few 
minutes in the city.

- Chris Daddio 
Alexandria

It’s time to rein in parking enforcement officers
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ships. But I have changed 
my mind.
 The city manager’s 
unilateral decision to halt 
the progress of the new 
Chinquapin pool makes 
me question the wisdom of 
having such partnerships. 
For the Miracle Field and 
the Lodato Playground, we 
had a wonderful relation-
ship with City Hall. City 
council and city staff were 
on board with the concept.
 When there was a prob-
lem, we would sit down 
with councilors or staff and 
work out a solution, which 
often resulted in the private 
sector funding more of the 
project, but also under-
standing why that had to be 
done.
 With the Chinquapin 
pool project, the city made 
a decision on its own to 
halt the project and then 
informed its private sector 
partner — not exactly my 
idea of a “partnership.”
 Particularly when that 
private sector partner 
had worked closely with 
them for four years; had 
a signed memorandum of 
understanding with the 
city; helped reduce the pro-
jected cost by 25 percent; 
educated city staff on the 
intricacies of large, multi-
use pools; spent hundreds 
of hours on the project; and 
went to the community to 
convince residents that the 
city could be trusted on this 
project.
 And it took close to all of 
those four years to win over 
the populace. The city had 
closed more than half of the 
pools in Alexandria; it had 
virtually eliminated capital 
spending on pools; its own 
consultant said many of the 
open pools were deteriorat-
ing rapidly and that current 
facilities only met 20 per-
cent of the residents’ needs.
 This was on top of the 
city building the current 
Chinquapin pool back in 
1985 to the wrong mea-

surements. T.C. Williams 
cannot even host a swim 
meet there because it is not 
regulation size. Despite all 
that, opinion was changing 
through our partnership. 
City council helped lead the 
way with their commitment 
of funding last May. 
 And guess what — the 
city manager’s decision 
has wiped much of that out. 
The city’s credibility has 
taken a hit; city council’s 
credibility has taken a hit; 
and so has that of its private 
sector partner. 
 It sends the message that 
you can work with an orga-
nization on the same proj-
ect for four years, gain the 
full support of city council, 
secure funding, and then — 
within days of the contract 
award — everything stops. 
 I’m at the point where I 
have gone from the biggest 
supporter of public-private 
partnerships to now want-
ing to tell any organization 
not to enter into such an ar-
rangement with the city.
 A partnership is built 
on trust and trust is a two-
way street. But not in Al-
exandria. My hope is that 
city council can right this 
wrong and force the con-
struction of the needed 
pool and restore my faith in 
public-private partnerships. 

- Bill Rivers
Alexandria
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name should be one that considers 
the input of the community, espe-
cially those residents whom the Da-
vis name represents the least. 
 If the process is not open, inclu-
sive and democratic, the city runs 
the risk of making the same mis-
take that Tulsa, Okla. made in 2013, 
when they decided to de-commem-
orate — but not change the name of 
— Brady Street.
 Brady Street originally hon-
ored Wyatt “Tate” Brady, a leader 
in the Ku Klux Klan and a night 
watchman during the Tulsa Race 
Riots and massacre of 1921. Rath-
er than rename the street for some-
one else, the city simply changed 
whom the street name would com-
memorate — Matthew Brady, 
renowned for his photographs of 

Civil War battlefields but who had 
no connections to the city of Tulsa.
 This effort at compromise was 
ultimately misplaced and does not 
engage with the difficult work of 
coming to grips with the city’s past 
racial violence. Even in deciding 
to maintain the Brady name, Tulsa 
could have selected St. Elmo Brady 
as a more appropriate surrogate.
 St. Elmo Brady was the first Af-
rican American man to earn a PhD 
in chemistry and left a legacy that 
included cutting-edge research on 
halogen compounds and generous 
fundraising for historically black 
colleges and universities across the 
South. St. Elmo Brady had about 
as much in common with Tulsa as 
Matthew Brady, but presented a 
very different memorial narrative.
 The point is that the selection of 
a new name presents an important 

opportunity to engage with the 
difficult work of remembrance. 
Alexandria should take care to 
avoid the pitfalls of compromise 
that led Tulsa to miss an oppor-
tunity to offer a symbolic gesture 
of reconciliation, and ultimately 
prioritize engaging in the difficult 
work of shaping its city’s identity 
through its memorial landscape.
 These are important questions 
to consider ahead of the process: 
Who will be involved in the Jeffer-
son Davis Highway name change 
process? What kind of message 
does the city want to communicate?
 Take the opportunity to in-
volve local African-Americans 
and other community members in 
the selection of the new name.

- Jordan Brasher
Doctoral student, geography, 

University of Tennessee-Knoxville
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I have been
quoted in 

press releases 
for the city’s 
Partnership 
program as 

endorsing the 
concept of 

public-private 
partnerships.  

But I have 
changed my 

mind.”

To the editor:
 The Alexandria City School 
Board has failed to address the con-
cerns of families in the Jefferson-
Houston School district during the 
current Alexandria City Public 
Schools redistricting process.
 According to ACPS’ Redis-
tricting FAQ, the purpose of the 
redistricting is to alleviate capac-
ity issues in Alexandria Public 
Schools as well as to meet several 
other important criteria.
 But contrary to its mission, 
ACPS has failed to give serious 
consideration to changing the 
boundaries of Jefferson-Houston 
— pre-K-8 school which has long 
failed to meet every important 
metric: it is under capacity, under-
performing and lacks diversity.
 Here’s a quick background:
 Accreditation: The school has 
been denied state accreditation for 
the last four years.
 Poor academic performance: 
Jefferson-Houston is the third worst 
performing school in the entire state 
of Virginia. Making matters even 
worse is that the district’s poorest 
performing and only unaccredited 
school is located within the bound-
aries of one of the city’s most afflu-
ent pockets. Through redistricting, 
ACPS is perpetuating this under-
performance while touting priorities 
like “diversity” and easing “overca-
pacity” per the redistricting criteria.
 Lack of integration: Free 
and reduced-priced meals rates 

are a good indication of the num-
ber of students coming from 
low-income families. School en-
rollment statistics show a stag-
gering 73 percent FARM rate at 
Jefferson-Houston. It is less than 
a mile from two other schools 
— Lyles Crouch, which only 
has a 21% FARM rate and Mat-
thew Maury, which has a 30 per-
cent FARM rate. ACPS supports 
walkability and other criteria, yet 
it concentrates low-income fami-
lies into a single underperforming 
school and sends their wealthier 
neighbors that live within blocks 
of Jefferson-Houston to schools 
that are further away.
 Intentional segregation: The 
Lyles Crouch, Matthew Maury 
and Jefferson-Houston neighbor-
hoods have sufficient middle- to 
high-income families to assure that 
Jefferson-Houston does not have a 
73 percent FARM rate. But instead 
of configuring the boundaries 
so that all schools have a similar 
racial and socio-economic diver-
sity, ACPS has refused to change 
school boundaries in such a way 
that all three of these elementary 
schools have comparable FARM 
rates, rather than having one that 
sticks out like a sore thumb. 
 Capacity oversight: Jefferson-
Houston’s neighboring schools — 
Lyles Crouch and Matthew Maury 
— are over enrollment capacity at 
116 percent and 119 percent, re-
spectively. Conversely, Jefferson-

Houston is at 89 percent capacity. 
If resolving capacity issues is a 
priority for redistricting, why not 
have Jefferson-Houston take on 
some of the students from these 
overpopulated schools?
 There are zero options out of 
the nine presented to date that 
change current Jefferson-Houston 
boundaries.
 In an effort to turn the school 
around, ACPS has poured $45 
million into its renovation and has 
hired and fired several principals, 
yet the school is still not accredit-
ed. The Band-Aid approach is not 
working. Why has ACPS not con-
sidered changing the boundaries of 
this school?
 I believe this is a missed oppor-
tunity for the City of Alexandria 
to make Jefferson-Houston a bet-
ter school. The best way to provide 
more equitable educational oppor-
tunities in our community, and to 
dramatically improve diversity, is 
to redraw the gerrymandered Jef-
ferson-Houston school boundaries.
 Time is ticking — the school 
board will vote on redistricting on 
January 26, 2017. 
 I encourage residents to let your 
voices be heard so we do not let an-
other 17 years go by without eras-
ing the failed boundaries of Jeffer-
son-Houston, and give the school a 
genuine opportunity to nurture its 
families. 

- Alexis Fabrikant
Alexandria

Jefferson-Houston boundaries amount to economic segregation
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Alexandria’s small slice of automotive history

mericans love their cars 
and trucks, and this 
was never more true 

than in the middle of the 20th 
century. Following the very 
hard years of the Great Depres-
sion and World War II, 
the country emerged as 
the primary industrial, 
military and financial 
power on the planet.
 Americans were 
ready to buy things and 
enjoy life again, and 
they passed these de-
sires onto their children, 
the Baby Boomers. This 
first post-war generation 
began to reach driving 
age in large numbers in 
the early 1960s, but the 
sports cars that were 
available in those days 
were mostly European, 
relatively expensive and 
notoriously unreliable. 
 General Motors caused 
a stir when the rear-engine 
Chevrolet Corvair was intro-
duced in 1960, and the sportier 
Monza version rapidly became 
popular with college students. 
GM’s arch-rival, the Ford Mo-
tor Company, took notice. 
 In 1964, Ford introduced its 
own sports car to this new mar-
ket, the Mustang. Small, light 
and quick, the car was more 
conventional with a front en-
gine under a long sleek hood. 
It was also affordable, yet was 
available with a long list of op-
tions, which appealed to Baby 
Boomers who were used to hav-
ing a lot of choices. Ford hoped 
it might catch on, and it did as 
they sold 22,000 of them the 
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Last Week 
Do you support forming a permanent veterans
commission in Alexandria?
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first day. General Motors need-
ed to come up with an answer to 
this wildly popular new car, and 
their Corvair was not going to 
be a long-term solution.
  The all-new Chevrolet Ca-
maro reached dealers in Septem-
ber, 1966, including Alexandria’s 
Aero Chevrolet, which had stood 

at the corner of King and North 
Henry streets since 1920. Seen 
in this picture taken September 
27, 1966, 16-year-old Mary Jean 
Austin — who must have truly 
been the envy of her friends — 
took delivery of the first Camaro 
that Aero sold.
  Not content to challenge 
Ford’s Mustang only in the 
showroom, Chevrolet began 
making plans for a racing ver-
sion of the Camaro. While 
sportier versions of the car ex-
isted from the beginning with 
special engines, suspension and 
tires among many options of-
fered, a new model was devel-
oped that was intended to be a 
race car and was not initially 
sold to the general public. The 
first Camaro Z-28 rolled off the 

assembly line on December 29, 
1966 and was shipped to a deal-
er who had a special customer 
waiting to take ownership: Aero 
Chevrolet in Alexandria.
 Aero’s anxious customer 
was Hugh Heishman, who 
owned the Volkswagen-Porsche 
dealership in Arlington and had 

been actively involved in racing 
for many years. He had seen a 
Mustang perform at a track in 
Virginia, and was interested in 
the Z-28 Camaro as an excit-
ing new competitor. In January, 
1967, Heishman took delivery of 
this first-ever Z-28, though he 
didn’t know that it was the first 
one at the time. 
 Together with his service 
manager and fellow racer, 
Alexandrian Johnny Moore, 
Heishman prepared the car to 
race in the new Trans-America 
Series events, with the first 
being at Daytona, Fla. on 
February 3. Rule changes for 
competition were due to take 
effect the following year, so 
after just six races, Heishman 
sold the car to the letter carrier 

who served his dealership and 
bought another Camaro.
 Many years later, Califor-
nia sports car enthusiast Jon 
Mello went to look at an old 
Camaro for sale, on behalf of 
a friend who needed parts for 
his project car. Mello noticed 
that the car must have had a 

racing history, as modi-
fications had been made 
to change it into a street-
legal automobile, and he 
decided to purchase it 
himself. As his restora-
tion of it began, he found 
racing stripes and Johnny 
Moore’s name under-
neath coats of paint. Af-
ter tracking down and 
talking with Moore he 
confirmed the Camaro’s 
history, and when Mello 
researched the car’s ve-
hicle identification num-
ber, he discovered that it 
was the first production 
Z-28. Now fully restored, 

Jon Mello’s Camaro Z-28 is a 
fine example of automotive and 
racing history, and serves as a 
small piece of Alexandria his-
tory, as well.
 In honor of the 50th anni-
versary of the Camaro, ACME 
Trading Corp. has produced 
a highly-detailed 1/18th-scale 
die cast model of the first Z-28, 
painted in the authentic racing 
colors and markings of Hugh 
Heishman and Johnny Moore’s 
car. These collectible pieces, 
pictured in the insert, are avail-
able just in time for Christmas 
at The Lyceum museum store 
at 201 S. Washington St.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.



....30 | DECEMBER 15, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

ACROSS
1 Char the surface of
5 Old plum?
10 Pleasantly sharp, as a taste
14 Medicos
18 Rap sheet listing
20 Clay of “American Idol”
21 Roadblocks to compromises, often
22 Invisible general feeling
23 Very tall people seem to be all ...
25 The timid butcher would ...
27 Blazing
28 Like a gymnast
30 Hundred Acre Wood bounder
31 Frighten
34 Juicy fruit
35 Word on a Bible in a hotel
38 Spooky
39 Sally Ride and Mae Jemison, for two
42 Smelting leftover
44 Identified
45 Boric acid extermination target
46 Informal bits of airline information
48 For a jack of all trades
49 Aphrodite’s lover
50 Boxing champion’s prize
52 Arp was one
55 Blight victim
56 Danson of TV
57 The disappointed party guest ...
59 Shrek et al.
61 Blackboard accessories
63 Reef ring
64 Tree nymph of Greek myth
65 Long African waterway
66 U.S. crime-fighting org.
68 It can get your foot in the door
69 Acquire through hard work
70 Put 2 and 2 together
71 More than just angry
73 Some Eastern shrines
76 Achy places
77 The towed car’s battery was ...

80 Tiny
81 Charlemagne domain (Abbr.)
82 Least verbose
84 Baseball team’s 27 per game
85 It may eventually go bald
86 Words with “distance” or 
   “disadvantage”
87 Way out
88 Climbing vegetation
89 Noted Greek fabler
90 African gully
92 Feeling of calm
97 Cousin of a loon
98 Country capital with an opera house
100 ___ it (walks a great distance)
101 Stated with confidence
103 Jailbird
104 Birchbark
105 Pancakes served with sour cream
106 The donkey seamstress would ...
110 Players wish the lottery was ...
115 Ending for what or when
116 Simplicity
117 Anesthetized
118 Be in a shouting match
119 Fix sock holes
120 Like colored fabric
121 Like dirty chimneys
122 Dispatched
DOWN
1 Refreshing retreat
2 Make a mistake
3 Ambition
4 Beads for praying
5 San Diego team
6 Anger (with “up”)
7 Hawaiian instrument, briefly
8 Fail to take care of
9 Put away fodder
10 Kin of house music
11 Fit of fever
12 Gradually go bad
13 Russian empresses

14 Parts of pedestals
15 “It’ll be ___ little secret”
16 Grand ___ (wine-bottle words)
17 Word before Mateo in California
19 Enjoyed white water, in a way
24 Zero, in soccer scores
26 Silently say yes
29 Hook to a wrecker
31 Group of 100 in D.C.
32 Excited package opener
33 The special-ops octopus was ...
34 Ray in the ocean
35 “Understand?”
36 The first twin born thinks she is ...
37 Caught red-handed
40 Far from rosy-cheeked
41 In a vicious, ill-tempered manner
43 Workout locales
47 Attic function, often
50 Fully exposed
51 Letters on an ambulance
52 Banned insecticide
53 Rousted out of bed
54 Proofer’s “remove” command
57 Frozen pizza “Mama”
58 Water nymphs of myth
60 Greek deli order
62 French fries or potato salad, often
64 Leaders of colleges
66 Celebration in Mexico
67 Hillside of Scotland
70 Major heart vessels
72 Work with a shuttle
73 Poker kitty
74   Organism requiring oxygen to exist
75 Leaked slowly through
76 “Jaws” actor Robert
77 With sardonic wit
78 Antiwar birds
79 Chaps
83 Paid out
85 Some dogs
88 Place of pain and sorrow
89 Meeting handout

91 Entrance requirement, at times
93 Worked on a wad of tobacco
94 It comes with a small charge
95 Dork
96 Regular compensation
99 Smoking alternative?
102 Noted announcer Scully
104 Word with federal or basket
105 Red as a ___

106 Complete a dress
107 Adam’s mate
108 Large part of the world population
109 Horse chow
111 Tokyo of long ago
112 Number that some don’t want
    revealed
113 Our brightest light
114 “Are you finished ___?”

PATRICIA ARNAUDO 
(73), of Alexandria, 
December 2, 2016

CAROL M. DELNEGRO 
(77), of Alexandria, 
December 7, 2016

THANA M. DIXON (68), 
of Alexandria, 
December 11, 2016

PATRICIA J. EDINGTON 
(66), of Alexandria, 
December 8, 2016

HERMAN H. LACY 
GORHAM (89), of 
Alexandria, December 
5, 2016

FRANK E. HAMILTON (86), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
March 31, 2016

CLARE J. HENLEY (77), 
of Alexandria, 
December 6, 2016
ROSE M. KAY (95), 
of Alexandria, 
December 3, 2016

CHARLES E. LYONS (89), 
 formerly of Alexandria, 
December 3, 2016
EDWARD S. PETROS (90), 
of Alexandria, 
December 3, 2016
BRAD PHILLIPS (59), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
November 28, 2016
LAURA B.P. SCHICK, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
December 12, 2016

WALTER L. WILSON SR. 
(96), of Alexandria, 
October 20, 2016
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LINKING ENDS By Timothy E. Parker

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!
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The SquadThe Squad
Cleaning & Janitorial Services
“The Perfect Cleaning Solution”

(703)819-7674
Commercial and Residential

thesquadcleaningservice@hotmail.com

Classifieds ABC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information about this 
application or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.
Special Use Permit #2016-
00101 
1024 Cameron Street – 
Proposed Business: Restaurant

Administrative Special Use 
Permit for a new restaurant 
use; zoned CD/Commercial 
Downtown
APPLICANT: Amela & Ivica 
Svalina
PLANNER: Sara Brandt-
Vorel – sara.brandt-vorel@
alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-
500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may 
be approved administratively 
by the Director of Planning 
and Zoning.  If you have 
any comments regarding the 
proposal above, please contact 
Planning and Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the 
planner listed no later than 
January 6, 2017.

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong (866) 321-2030

 

CONFUSED ABOUT HEALTH INSURANCE? 
GET ANSWERS! 

 
Call Enroll Virginia at 1-888-392-5132 or go to www.enrollva.org. 

Or Call the Marketplace Call Center at  
1-800-318-2596 or go to www.healthcare.gov. 

ACT NOW AND ENROLL BY DECEMBER 15TH FOR 
COVERAGE STARTING JANUARY 1! 

 

ADVERTISING PROOF ELECTRONIC APPROVAL FORM
Customer:  Proof #  Date Supplied: 

Please check all that apply:  Job Approved “As Is” |  Job OK “With Corrections”  |  New Proof required? 

Corrections requested: 

Client Signature: 

Originally Established in 1797 as The Alexandria Times & Advertiser

110 S. Pitt Street, Suite 200 •  Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703/739-0001 •  Fax :  703/ 739 - 0120

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, December 
21, 2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR #2016‑00344
Request to partially demolish and 
capsulate at 703 S Lee Street
APPLICANT: Norma and Kevin Kuntz

CASE BAR #2016‑00345
Request for an addition at  
703 S Lee Street
APPLICANT: Norma and Kevin Kuntz

CASE BAR #2016‑00409
Request to partially demolish and 
capsulate at 307 S Royal Street
APPLICANT: Thomas J. Welsh, 
Bishop of Arlington

CASE BAR #2016‑00410
Request for alterations at 
307 S Royal Street
APPLICANT: Thomas J. Welsh, 
Bishop of Arlington

CASE BAR #2016‑00417
Request for signage at  
106 N Saint Asaph Street
APPLICANT: Tamara Saltonstall

CASE BAR #2016‑00418
Request for alterations to previously 
approved plans for alterations at 
305 S Saint Asaph Street
APPLICANT: William & Jennifer 
Strickland

CASE BAR #2016‑00424
Request for alterations at  
310 N Alfred Street
APPLICANT: Navarro Construction

CASE BAR #2016‑00416
Request for demolition and 
capsulation at 203/205/211 Strand 
Street
APPLICANT: IDI Strand, L.C.

CASE BAR #2016‑00419
Request for Concept Review at 
1604‑1616 King Street
APPLICANT: Dechantal Associates, 
LLC
This item is open for public 
comment. 

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Aldi, Inc. Maryland

Aldi, Inc.

4580 Duke St

Alexandria

22304-2504

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey Baehr - Vice President

ABC NOTICE
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Celebrating 22 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

GRATEFUL FOR 22 YEARS of wonderful and  
loyal clients, friends and our great community!

AND FOR 2017: DON’T FORGET TO BE AWESOME!

Thank
You

Russell Road, Wilton Road, Muir’s Court, Pendleton Street, Parenham Way, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Cottingham Place, Grove Drive,  
Grove Drive, Grove Drive, East Oxford Avenue, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, Grove Drive, Buena Vista Avenue, Grove Drive,  

Bernard Street, Royal Thomas Way, Arkendale Road, West Braddock Road, Dartmouth Road, Belle Haven Road, North West Street,  
North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road, Kalmia Square, Grove Drive,  
Warrington Place, Belle Haven Road, Prince Street, Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, South Pitt Street,  

Woodmont Road, Belle Haven Road, Woodmont Road, Birch Lane, Edgewood Terrace, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road,  
North Saint Asaph Street, Duffield Lane, Golf Course Square, Ludgate Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Midday Lane,  

Huntington Avenue, Duffield Lane, Clarendon Boulevard, Riverview Terrace, Edgewood Terrace, South Pitt Street, Westmoreland Road,  
Golf Course Square, West Boulevard Drive, Woodmont Road, Southdown Road, Duffield Lane, Wakefield Court, Middleford Drive,  

Belle Haven Road, Water Street, North Overlook Drive, Grove Drive, Archlaw Drive, Windsor Road, North Pitt Street, Shenandoah Road, 
Windsor Road, Olde Towne Court, Windsor Road, Danton Lane, Circle Hill Road, Shenandoah Road, Fort Hunt Road, Grove Drive,  
Grove Drive, Hearthstone Mews, Fort Hunt Road, Windsor Road, Randall Court, Norton Road, Woodmont Road, North Pitt Street,  
Edgehill Drive, Edgewood Terrace, Gambrill Woods Way, Randall Court, Olde Towne Court, Belle View Boulevard, Duffield Lane,  
East Glendale Avenue, Crest Street, Skyhill Road, Foxcroft Road, Windsor Road, Old Towne Court, Grove Drive, Windsor Road,  

Stanford Circle, Fort Hunt Road, Golf Course Square, Riverton Lane, Belle View Boulevard, Kristina Ursula Court, Olde Towne Road, 
Wilkinson Place, Tudor Place, Tally Ho Lane, Foresthill Road, Edgewood Terrace, Highland Meadows Court, Plymouth Road, Duke Street, 

Saint Stephens Road, Edgewood Terrace, Embry Spring Lane, Schelhorn Road, Mason Hill Drive, Mason Hill Drive, Duffield Lane,  
North Washington Street, North 4th Street, Windsor Road, Southdown Road, Foresthill Road, Foresthill Road, Belle Rive Terrace,  

Wood Haven Road, Grove Drive, Tally Ho Lane, Peacock Avenue, Edgewood Terrace, Duffield Lane, Duffield Lane, South Utah Street,  
South Quebec Street, Water Street, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Gatewood Drive, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Mount Vernon Circle,  

Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, Duke Street, Buena Vista Avenue, Fort Hunt Road, Sharon Chapel Road, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, 
North Royal Street, Huntington Avenue, North Fenwick Street, North Pitt Street, Dartmouth Road, Hickory Glen Way, Arkendale Road,  
West Braddock Road, Burgundy Road, Grove Drive, Arkendale Road, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, 

Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive, Herbert Street, Farrington Avenue, Mount Eagle Drive, Wythe Street, Belle Haven Road, Olde Towne Court, 
North 16th Street, Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, North Pollard Street, Belle Haven Road, Golf Course Square, 

Edgehill Drive, Woodmont Road, Fleetwood Drive, Duffield Lane, Chalfonte Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Plymouth Road,  
Joust Lane, Mayflower Drive, Clarendon Boulevard, Duke Street, Aristotle Drive, Fairfax Road, West Boulevard Drive, Baltray Circle,  
South Fairfax Street, Buchanan Street, Middleford Drive, Southdown Road, Shenandoah Road, Herbert Spring Road, Duffield Lane,  

Chapel Street, Queen Street, Rucker Place, North Pitt Street,  Edgewood Terrace, Windsor Road, Shenandoah Road, Redwood Lane,  
Edgehill Drive, Randall Court, Duke Street, South Royal Street, Norton Road, Native Violet Drive, Windsor Road, North West Street,  

Olde Towne Court, Radcliff Road, Hill Vale Place, Belle View Boulevard, Embry Spring Lane, Grove Drive, Windsor Road, Edgewood Terrace, 
Gentle Lane, First Street, Radcliff Road, Sun Up Way, South Fayette Street, Foresthill Road, North Taylor Street, Valleywood Road,  

Pickering Place, Ivanhoe Lane, South Saint Asaph Street, Crystal Drive, Trinity Drive, Julia Avenue, Spring Hill Farm Road, Rose Petal Circle, 
Russell Road, Grove Drive, Vernon Terrace, Peacock Avenue, Grove Drive, Edgewood Terrace, South Fairfax Street, South Fairfax Street, 

Duffield Lane, Foxcroft Road, Duffield Lane, Jackson Place, Berkeley Road, Burtonwood Court.

there when it counts


