
Vol. 14, No. 1      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper JANUARY 5, 2017

FILE PHOTO 

The Torpedo Factory Arts Center’s future is slated to become clear-
er in the coming months, as the city will begin the process of of 
determining a new governance model by establishing goals and 
strategies for the facility.

ARHA prepares for next 
redevelopment projects

THEATER IN THE ROUND MAKES  
‘TITANIC’ A GREAT SUCCESS - PAGE 12

NEW COLORS, STYLES AND DESIGN 
DEFINE DECOR THIS YEAR - PAGE 11

Andrew Adkins proper-
ty first up after Ramsey 
Homes approval
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Alexandria Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority has 
begun the process of revamping 
five of its properties in the city 
following approval last fall of 
the Ramsey Homes redesign.
 The sites are set for an over-
haul in the not-too distant fu-
ture after the authority issued 
a request for proposals in 2014 
to find private developers with 
whom to partner on the projects.
 Of those — Andrew Ad-
kins, Cameron Valley, Hopkins-
Tancil, Samuel Madden and the 

ARHA headquarters — the re-
development of the 90-unit Ad-
kins property at 700 N. Fayette 
St. officially began late last year 
with a kick-off event held at the 
nearby Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center.
 Under a tentative approval 
process put together by city 
and ARHA staff, Adkins and 
Madden would come before 
the planning commission and 
city council by December, with 
the ARHA headquarters and 
Hopkins-Tancil to follow in 
June 2019 and Cameron Valley 
in December 2020.
 Former ARHA CEO Roy 
Priest, who retired at the end of 

last year, said Adkins was slated 
for redevelopment first in part 
because of its prime location near 
the Braddock Road Metro station 
and to help the families there find 
alternative accommodations.
 “The main reason I think 
was that because we felt that its 
location, that it was probably 
one of the premier sites that 
we had and we wanted to start 
there,” Priest said. “A couple of 
shootings have occurred this 
past year on the site or some-
where near the site, and so there 
were a lot of community con-
cerns about issues around that.”
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Discussions on Torpedo Factory’s 
future to start next month
City to consider priorities 
after arts and culture 
master plan adoption
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The future of the Torpedo 
Factory Arts Center could 
become clearer starting next 
month, as the city is set to be-
gin the process of determining 
its future governance structure 
with the public.
 Diane Ruggiero, deputy di-
rector of the city’s department 
of recreation, parks and cultur-
al activities, said the first step 
will be determining goals and 
strategies for the center. Then, 
those goals and strategies will 
be used to help determine how 

best to organize its leadership.
 Starting in February, the 
public will be invited to give 
feedback on those goals 
and strategies on 
a variety of plat-
forms, includ-
ing at town 
halls, focus 
groups and 
in online sur-
veys. Ruggiero
said the process 
will engage resi-
dents from all areas 
of the city and with diverse 
backgrounds.
 Under this timeline, pre-
liminary findings are expect-

ed in June, should be finalized 
in the fall and then discussed 
further with the public.

 This step comes hot on 
the heels of city coun-

cil adopting the 
city arts and cul-
ture master plan 
late last month, 
a process that 
drew plenty of 

concerns about 
the Torpedo Fac-

tory’s future.
 Arts com-

mission chairman Matthew 
Stensrud said the plan provides 
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STARTING OFF WITH A BANG Thousands of residents 
and visitors took to the streets in Old Town Saturday night 
to celebrate the start of 2017 at the 22nd annual First Night 
Alexandria, which ended with fireworks over the Potomac River. 
For more photos, see page 7.
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Wishing all my friends, neighbors and clients
a happy, healthy and prosperous 2017.

Christine Garner
Weichert Realtors
121 N. Pitt Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

office: 703.587.4855
www.ChristineGarner.com

email: Christine@ChristineGarner.com 

Celebrating 29 Years
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Happy New Year
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Six sheriff’s deputies (top) and 26 police officers (bottom) graduated from Session 135 of the North-
ern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy on December 21. The new deputies successfully 
completed nearly six months of training including emergency vehicle operations, firearms training, 
defensive tactics, crash investigation, basic legal training, jail and courthouse procedures and oth-

er important topics. The police recruits 
spent approximately 20 weeks in train-
ing at the regional academy, studying 
subjects such as community policing, 
emergency vehicle operation, firearms 
training, defensive tactics, crash investi-
gation and basic legal training. The grad-
uation ceremony was held at George Ma-
son University, with the keynote speech 
given by retired Alexandria Police Chief 
Earl Cook. The academy serves 17 par-
ticipating law enforcement agencies.

‘DASHing Words in Motion’ poetry contest seeks entries
 The city’s office of the arts 
and the Alexandria Transit 
Company announced they are 
seeking entries to the agen-
cies’ poetry contest, entitled 
“DASHing Words in Motion.”
 Officials said the contest 
aims to encourage writers and 
poets 16 years or older, who 
live, work or study in the city. 
The deadline for submitting 
entries is 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, February 1. Winners will 

have their poems published 
inside DASH buses and trol-
leys across the city in April 
through May in celebration of 
National Poetry Month.
 The poetry contest’s prima-
ry goal is to encourage a broad 
range of ideas and subject mat-
ter. It is designed to bring rec-
ognition to writers, promote an 
appreciation of poetry as an art 
form and provide inspiration 
to individuals using the city’s 

DASH buses and trolleys.
 “DASHing Words in Mo-
tion” is a project of the office 
of the arts alongside DASH, 
city poet laureate Wendi Ka-
plan, the commission for the 
arts and Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools.
 Additional information is 
available at www.alexandria-
va.gov/arts, poet@alexandria-
va.gov, or 703-746-5565.

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

~ THANK YOU ALL ~
The waiting pets at the Shelter 

would like to say a special thank you 
to those who made charitable 

contributions for their care in 2016.

Your kindness is appreciated 
more than words can say.

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
703-746-4774

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES, POLICE GRADUATE FROM REGIONAL ACADEMY

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 8, 
11am to 2pm

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

AlexTimes-eighth pageDec16.indd   1 11/30/2016   10:15:13 AM
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20%

OFF  
FIRST VISIT WITH 
MARIA OR INGRID

With This Ad

lulusagesalonandspa.com

 Experience 
Difference 

the

703-894-0709

Maria Sinche
casademaria01 
@gmail.com

Ingrid Ortiz
ingridortiz15 
@ gmail.com

• 16+ years experience  • Balayage-certified
Lulu Sage welcomes our new professionalsLulu Sage welcomes our new professionals

POLICE BEAT

Prosecutor: No indictment in Sunrise of Alexandria death
 Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bryan Porter announced 
last week he will not seek 
an indictment in connection 

with the death of a resident 
at the Sunrise of Alexandria 
senior living facility.
 Hunter Alexander, 82, 

died on October 26, after be-
ing pushed by a 77-year-old 
fellow resident of the Duke 
Street facility in an argu-

ment two days earlier over 
whether a television should 
be turned off. Alexander fell 
to the ground and received a 
fractured hip, which later led 
to cardiac complications.
 Both men were residents 
of a special unit within the 
facility for people suffering 
from memory impairment or 
dementia. Porter said he be-
lieves that the assailant did 
not intend to cause death or 
bodily harm, and that his de-
mentia prevented a detective 
from the Alexandria Police 
Department from interview-
ing him and gaining more in-
formation about the incident.
 The 77-year-old has since 
been moved to a facility in 
another state to receive care. 
Porter said if charges were 
brought, the case would be 
highly unlikely to come to trial 
given the man’s mental state.
 “The goals of the crimi-
nal justice system — holding 
people accountable for their 
actions, punishing inten-
tional criminal actions and 
deterring future criminality 
— cannot be accomplished in 
a case where the person who 
committed the acts clearly 
does not understand the na-
ture and consequences of his 
actions due to irreversible 
dementia,” Porter said in a 

statement. “On these facts, a 
felony indictment would, in 
my opinion, constitute an im-
proper exercise of the author-
ity inherent in my office and 
a breach of the trust handed 
to me by the citizenry.”
 Porter added that as the 
population ages, society must 
address cases such as these 
where people suffering from 
cognitive diseases act out “in 
a manner inconsistent with 
their true personality.” 
 He said that with the prop-
er guidance, a balance can 
be struck between punish-
ing those of sound mind who 
commit similar crimes, and 
those who are not of sound 
mind who do not understand 
the weight of their actions.
 “I sincerely hope that our 
citizenry openly discusses 
this important issue and how 
it should be addressed,” Por-
ter said. “The resolution may, 
in fact, require the Virginia 
General Assembly to weigh in 
and provide guidance. In most 
cases, the criminal justice 
system is not the appropriate 
way to address this issue, but, 
without additional resources 
it may end up being the only 
way. This unfortunate situa-
tion is one we as a community 
can avoid by being proactive.”

- Chris Teale

PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8
Nurturing academic excellence 

and the confidence to
THRIVE  5 9 1 7  T E L E G R A P H  R O A D     A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 1 0   

7 0 3 . 9 6 0 . 3 0 0 0     B R O W N E A C A D E M Y. O R G / F I N D Y O U R H O M E

To register for an open house or to schedule an individual tour, please call 703-960-3000, ext. 1001.
Find Your Home at Browne Academy

Imagine a school where...
Teachers create first-day-of-school excitement all year long.

Students graduate as leaders and innovators, equipped 
to thrive in the real world.

Inquiry and innovation ignite a passion for learning 
across the curriculum.

Final Open House

JANUARY 10, 9:00 AM

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information 
in Virginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not required to sup-

ply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases. 
Source: raidsonline.com

3AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS

1
BURGLARIES

23 THEFTS 11DRUG 
CRIMES

22 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE

0
VEHICLE
THEFT

4ROBBERIES

The following incidents occurred between December 28 
and January 4.
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Project would add 56-
unit condo building at 
1604-1616 King St.
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Board of Architectural 
Review for the Old and Histor-
ic District gave the King Street 
Gateway project tentative sup-
port at a meeting last month, 
contingent on refinements to 
the building’s design.
 Located between 1604 and 
1616 King St. on the western 
edge of Old Town, the pro-
posal by developer Dechantal 
Associates LLC and designed 
by Winstanley Architects and 
Planners would add a 53-unit 
residential building behind 
the existing townhouses on 
the property.
 A glass building would sit 
behind five of the townhouses 
— also owned by Dechantal 
— while the sixth would be 
demolished to make way for an 
entrance into the new building. 
 At the BAR’s meeting on 
December 21, principal archi-
tect Michael Winstanley said 
he was open to demolishing 
the structure outright, or re-
constructing it in some form 
after the new building is built.
 In conjunction with con-
structing the new building on 
the 17,480 square foot site, 

the developer would demol-
ish the rear ells of the existing 
townhouses. A proposal for 
the site first came before the 
BAR in 2014, but the staff re-
port for the project notes that 
the architectural character has 
evolved since then.
 Five of the townhouses were 
built in 1912, with the sixth — 
at 1614 King St. — built in 1918 
to mimic the existing homes. 
Dechantal bought the prop-
erty in 1986, but since then has 
struggled with a fluctuating 
economy and the home at 1614 
King St. being the site of an ar-
son in 1999.
 The developer proposed 
removing that house because, 
the application reads, “it is not 
structurally sound enough to 
be retained.” Instead, the ap-
plication offered a complete 
demolition or retention of the 
facade on the second floor 
and using the ground floor as 
an entrance.
 During the December work 
session to review the design 
concept of the project, resident 
Kiley Larson raised concerns 
about the project’s appearance 
relative to the rest of the build-
ings in Old Town.
 “We have a vested inter-
est and we wanted to share a 

perspective that seems to be 
a minority perspective be-
cause we’re millennials,” he 
said. “What really drew us to 
Old Town was the character 
and the history of the build-
ings and really the feel. We 
wanted to start a family here. 
We really feel like this build-

King Street Gateway receives mixed BAR reaction

Your Family Physician

House calls to MD, VA & DC by Board-Certified Family Physicians 

3000 sq ft office located in the heart of Old Town

Urgent Care & On-Going care services provided

703.348.5603    |   www.BelleviewMedical.com

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr. K-8

Open House  
Thursday, January 12th,  
at 9:00 AM
Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Admissions Application Deadline
- January 27th - 

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ILSAlexandria.org | 703.549.0155

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
The King Street Gateway project at 1604 to 1616 King St. would add a 56-unit condominium building 
behind five townhouses. It received a mixed reaction from the Board of Architectural Review for the Old 
and Historic District at a meeting last month.

ing’s design is antithetical to 
that aesthetic.”
 BAR members Christine 
Roberts and Margaret Miller 
voiced similar reservations about 
the project, especially since the 
architecture in the rest of Old 
Town is dominated by red brick 
and has very few glass buildings.
 “I find the design jarring,” 
Roberts said. “You say that it’s 
frenetic in order that you don’t 

focus on any singular design, 
but what I end up focusing on 
is the frenzy. And it makes me 
uncomfortable, just on paper. 
And going to the neighborhood 
and seeing how outside this is 
of what’s there and outside of 
any precedent in Old Town 
makes me uncomfortable as a 
member of the BAR.”
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Developer Clark Realty will 
partner with ARHA under its 
affiliate Alexandria Oppor-
tunity Housing, LLC, to re-
develop Adkins and Madden. 
Hopkins-Tancil and the ARHA 
headquarters will be redevel-

oped by EYA, Penrose and 
JBG, while Cameron Valley’s 
development partners will be 
Bozzuto and Wesley Housing.
 It marks a significant depar-
ture for ARHA from its redevel-
opment of the Ramsey Homes 
last year, which was carried out 
by its own development arm, 

Virginia Housing Development, 
LLC. The Parker-Gray Historic 
District’s Board of Architectural 
Review granted the project a cer-
tificate of appropriateness at its 
December 14 meeting, after city 
council approved a revised plan 
that calls for 52 mixed-income 
units in one four-story building.

It took more than a year for 
ARHA and the city to work out 
their differences on the project, 
with staff from both parties 
eventually agreeing on a work 
plan. Priest said having pri-
vate developers could help the 
upcoming projects, especially 
since the sites are so different.
 The joint work group between 
the city and ARHA will continue 
to monitor the situation, with the 
authority’s board chair and vice 
chair serving alongside planning 
commission chairwoman Mary 
Lyman, City Councilor John 
Chapman and Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson, as well as staff.
 Wilson said there is great 
optimism about these upcom-
ing projects, especially after 
Ramsey Homes was approved.
 “On the heels of that from 
the Ramsey Homes, I think will 
help as we go forward with these 
RFP properties,” he said. “Gen-
erally speaking, I think there’s a 
lot of excitement about this pro-
cess that I’m hearing in the com-
munity, and particularly about 
Adkins. It’s a landmark location 
right across from the Braddock 
Road Metro station, the gateway 
to that neighborhood, and I think 
we have an opportunity to do 
something really special there.”
 ARHA will apply for low-
income housing tax credits 
from the Virginia Housing De-
velopment Authority to help 
fund the projects, in addition 
to loans and federal grants. 
Priest said if approved, the 
Adkins project would apply for 
the tax credits in March 2017, 
with the Ramsey Homes set to 
compete for credits this spring.
 In addition to the work to rede-
velop the five ARHA properties, 
Wilson said the work group will 

continue to look at updating Res-
olution 830, modernizing its lan-
guage and expanding its scope. 
The resolution requires the city 
to fully replace public housing 
units that are demolished, but 
Wilson said it should be updated 
to reflect the fact that ARHA is 
now no longer the only provider 
of affordable housing, but rather 
one of a slew of other agencies 
and nonprofits that do so.
 But not everyone is so sure 
that the resolution should be 
altered. At city council’s No-
vember 29 legislative meeting, 
Mayor Allison Silberberg said 
she was “surprised” to hear of 
discussions around changing 
the language, and said mod-
ernization could mean differ-
ent things to different people.
 “That phrasing is really a eu-
phemism for changing a calcula-
tion that has worked here for a 
long time,” she said. “I think that 
that’s something that requires 
a great deal of thought. It’s not 
just about some things are out 
of date and therefore we’re go-
ing to update it. It’s much more 
than that, it seems to me, and it 
affects people’s lives. We need 
to be very careful about that.”
 Wilson said the conversa-
tions are just beginning around 
Resolution 830, and will in-
volve all stakeholders.
 “It’s a needed discussion, 
it’s a conversation we need to 
have as a community and we 
shouldn’t fear that conversation,” 
he said. “I think it’s an important 
conversation and it’s one that 
I think many groups over the 
years have recommended that 
we have. Now’s a perfect time. 
The landscape has changed dra-
matically. It’s time to have our 
resolutions reflect that.”

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

ARHA                    FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO
After ARHA’s own development arm led the project to revamp the 
Ramsey Homes, the authority will partner with private development 
firms in its next five redevelopment projects.
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Ringing in the First Night of 2017

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM PHOTO/S. STANTON FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria celebrated the dawn of 2017 with the 22nd annual 
First Night celebration, which featured events across the city, 

culminating with a fireworks show over the Potomac River.
1. Shawna Treleaven, Caleb Zapata, Sarah Zapata, Ian 
Treleaven, Mateo and Lilly Zapata participate in the 
eighth annual First Night Alexandria Fun Hunt. 
2. The Grandsons transition over from their stage at one 
end of the Torpedo Factory with a New Orleans style pa-
rade to join Bill Kirchen and Too Much Fun. 

3. Kate Moran’s Rainbow Rock Band performs at the 
Mount Vernon Recreation Center.

4. Thousands of revelers came to the lower blocks of King Street 
to watch the fireworks on New Year’s Eve. 

5. Lacresha Johnson and her 5-year-old daughter Cameron at a rep-
lica of Times Square at the Mount Vernon Recreation Center. 

6. City Councilor Del Pepper enjoys the Hummingbyrds at the Lyceum.
7. Nathan Kepner and Morgan Tsu-Raun of “Crescent Circus” perform 

at the George Washington Masonic Memorial.
8. Kids enjoy the magic at the George Washington Masonic Memorial.
9. The College of William & Mary’s all male a cappella group — The 

Stairwells — delight the packed Old Presbyterian Meeting House.
10. The Irish Breakfast Band performs at the Lyceum.
11. Fireworks light up the sky at midnight over the Potomac with the   

    skyline at National Harbor providing a glowing backdrop.

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
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DID YOU KNOW?

PRESCRIPTION FOR DROP OFF YOUR
UNWANTED MEDICATIONS

 
DANGER

The Neighborhood 
Pharmacy of Del Ray

2204 Mt Vernon Avenue

Alexandria Police 
Headquarters

3600 Wheeler Avenue

SYMPTOMS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUG OVERDOSE

SYMPTOMS OF 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE

Go to www.PreventItAlexandria.org to learn more

Suspect Problems? 
Call 1-800-662-HELP (4357)

Suspect an Overdose? Call 911

Saturday
January 7, 2017

10:00AM-2:00PM

TORPEDO FACTORY
                    FROM | 1

a “framework for developing 
annual priorities” through five 
broad goals designed to drive 
arts policy across the city.
 Included within the plan is a 
sentence that mentions the of-
fice of the arts’ “significantly 
expanded portfolio” after the 

city assumed temporary con-
trol of the Torpedo Factory on 
October 1 for up to three years. 
The move came amid signifi-
cant disagreement on the future 
governance of the center, which 
had been run as a nonprofit and 
led by a city-organized board.
 Given the apparent uncer-
tainty about the art center, 

Mayor Allison Silberberg at-
tempted to add a sentence into 
the plan stating that the plan 
does not “imply nor address 
any council decision regarding 
the future governance” of the 
Torpedo Factory.
 But that addition did not 
make the final version of the 
plan, unanimously approved 

by city council at its Decem-
ber 17 public hearing. But City 
Councilor Del Pepper stressed 
in the legislative record coun-
cil’s intent to reexamine the 
city’s future role in the Tor-
pedo Factory’s governence. 
 Former Torpedo Factory 
Artists Association president 
Don Viehman said the refer-
ence to the Torpedo Factory in 
the final report is ambiguous.
 “It can be taken as a state-
ment of fact, in which case it’s 
true,” he said. “It could also 
be read in a different way, that 
maybe that’s something that 
they intend to keep doing, and 
in which case we’re not in fa-
vor of that.”
 In the run-up to the hear-
ing, the TFAA distributed a let-
ter urging its members to testify 
before city councilors on the im-
portance of the Torpedo Factory. 
The letter, obtained by the Times, 
painted an ugly picture of the 
center under city management.
 “This new bureaucracy 
comes with limited artistic ex-
perience and no long-term plan,” 
the letter reads. “The early re-
sults are very grim: departing 

studio artists, rising city expens-
es, declining visitor services and 
a less creative environment for 
artists and visitors alike.”
       Viehman said that more than 
anything, the artists are con-
cerned and want the future of 
the arts center to be less fluid.
 Since the city assumed con-
trol of the Torpedo Factory on 
October 1, Ruggiero said of-
ficials have taken a number of 
steps to ensure it is up to stan-
dards as a city facility, albeit a 
temporary one. Immediately, 
staff undertook a safety and se-
curity audit to ensure the build-
ing complies with city code, as 
well as a cash-handling audit to 
standardize how money is taken.
 The building has also re-
ceived better wiring for IT ser-
vices, while custodial services 
have come under city control 
and a member of staff from the 
office of the arts is now perma-
nently stationed at the center. 
Ruggiero said such actions were 
taken to ensure consistency 
with city policies.
 “The city and especially the 

This new bureaucracy comes with 
limited artistic experience and no long-

term plan. The early results are very grim: 
departing studio artists, rising city expenses, 
declining visitor services and a less creative 
environment for artists and visitors alike.”

- Torpedo Factory Artists Association 

The city and especially the parks and rec 
department are now responsible for the 

facility, and we do an assessment of any new 
one that we inherit. The Torpedo Factory fell into 
that category. It just helps give us a starting-point 
so that we’re all on the same page, everybody 
here is on the same page of what the facility 
needs, what the staff needs to do their work.  
All that kind of stuff is so that we can make sure 
we’re running an effective day-to-day operation.” 

- Diane Ruggiero, Deputy director, department of 
recreation, parks and cultural activities
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•  Many people believe prescription drugs are safer 
than illegal drugs because a doctor prescribed them 
—they’re not.

•  More people die accidentally from prescription drugs 
each year than all types of illegal drugs combined.

•  Combining pain killers or anti-anxiety drugs with 
alcohol multiplies the effect—your heart or your 
breathing can stop.

•  Drug-induced deaths now exceed deaths from 
motor vehicle accidents in more than 17 states.

•  Most kids who abuse prescription drugs report they 
get them from their home medicine cabinets or 
from friends.

•  Proper disposal of unwanted medication prevents 
environmental contamination of our waterways 
 and soils.

•  Abnormal pupil size
•  Agitation
•  Convulsions
• Paranoid behavior
• Difficulty breathing
• Drowsiness
•  Hallucinations

•  Nausea and vomiting
•  Non-reactive pupils
• Staggering or unsteady gait
• Sweating or extremely dry,  
 hot skin

•  Tremors
•  Unconsciousness
•  Violent or aggressive behavior

• Changes in mood
• Changes in sleeping
• Curfew violations
• Drug paraphernalia
• Lack of grooming
• Loss of appetite
• Low energy
• Missing work/school
• Slurred speech
• Unexplained weight loss/gain
• Temper outbursts
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Developer Dechantal 
Associates LLC and 
architects Winstanley 
Architects and Planners 
proposed a largely glass 
building with some red 
brick accents in the latest 
iteration of their King 
Street Gateway project.
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town,” said Kenneth Svendsen, 
CEO of Entertainment Cruises, 
in a statement. “The Wharf is 
the perfect launch point for us 
to build on more than 30 years 
of service and excellence and 
create unforgettable memories 
for even more residents and 
guests. We look forward to 
growing with the community 
for years to come.”
 Entertainment Cruises is 
the nation’s largest dining 
cruise company with a fleet of 
38 vessels, and it acquired the 
locally owned Potomac Riv-
erboat Company in May. PRC 
remains headquartered in Al-
exandria, and Willem Polak, 
who has operated PRC since 
1974, remains CEO. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Company currently operates 
water taxi routes to Nation-
al Harbor, Mount Vernon, 
Georgetown and the National 
Mall to and from Old Town, 
as well as sightseeing tours 
and dining cruises. Polak did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.
 City spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said in an email that En-
tertainment Cruises has not 
formally made a request to 
expand service to and from 
the waterfront, and that there 
are still some details to be 
ironed out.
 “While the city’s operating 
agreement with the company 
effectively prohibits commut-
er service, we are supportive 
of a robust network of tour-
ist and visitor connections to 
Alexandria,” Fifer said. “We 

look forward to evaluating 
any request for expansion 
once we receive it.”
 The proposed service is 
the first step in what appears 
to be an ambitious plan to 
expand water taxi service 
across the region, according 
to Monty Hoffman, CEO of 
P.N. Hoffman, lead developer 
of The Wharf.
 “We’re talking commuter 
routes. Maybe we’ll lobby 
for a stop at Reagan National 
Airport,” Hoffman told the 
Washington Business Journal. 
“I don’t know, it’s just in my 
nature to keep going.”
 The new water taxi route 
comes hot on the heels of con-
firmation by NVRC officials 
that Alexandria will not be 
used as a terminus point in the 
commission’s proposed com-
muter ferry service. A study 
found last year that a service 
could be feasible from the 
waterfront to D.C., Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling and the 
headquarters of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.
 But significant push back 
followed from city councilors, 
who raised concerns about 
the impact of traffic conges-
tion from riders driving to and 
from the waterfront during 
peak hours.
 City Councilor Del Pepper, 
who represents the city along-
side City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley on the NVRC, said at coun-
cil’s November 9 meeting that 
after receiving a $173,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime Ad-
ministration, the commission 
will undertake a “generic study” 
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Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria 

not being the starting-point for the 
ferry. A starting-point for any transit 
service usually means a lot of cars 
get brought to that starting point, 
and clearly along our waterfront we 
do not have that capacity.”

- Mark Jinks, City manager Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

Studio/Eff - 
$995.00

   *
1 Bedrooms 
$1130.00 - 
$1300.00

   *
2 Bedrooms 
$1450.00

   All Utilities are included in the rent

*Controlled access buildings

*Free Parking

*Fitness Center

*24 Hour Emergency 
  Maintenance

*Balcony (Select Units)

*Office Hours:  
  Monday – Friday 
  9AM to 5PM and  
  Saturday 10AM – 2PM

*301-630-9500 
  Call for Rental Information

Casual Elegant High Rise  
Apartment Living

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

to analyze other routes and will 
exclude Alexandria.
 Acting NVRC executive di-
rector Bob Lazaro confirmed 
the change in an interview last 
week.
 “The staff takes direction 
from the full commission, 
but I think that the commis-
sion has heard clearly from 
Alexandria their concerns,” 

Lazaro said. “The staff will 
be proposing this alternative 
analysis for routes that would 
not include Alexandria.”
 Instead, Lazaro said routes 
linking National Harbor, 
Woodbridge and Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling will be ex-
amined, and that while no site 
has been chosen, Alexandri-
ans need not worry.

 “Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria not 
being the starting-point for the 
ferry,” said City Manager Mark 
Jinks at council’s November 
9 meeting. “A starting-point 
for any transit service usually 
means a lot of cars get brought 
to that starting point, and clear-
ly along our waterfront we do 
not have that capacity.”

TORPEDO FACTORY
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“I’d like to see something 
a little [more] contextual with 
the community than that,” 
Miller agreed. “I understand 
that the use of so much glass is 
to help have the building fade 
into the skyline, but I would 
like to see a little something 
more in keeping with Old 
Town but certainly not in any 
way a replica of traditional.”
 Winstanley said the glass 
to be used on the building was 
from a prior recommendation, 
and is clear with slight reflec-
tivity to allow it to blend into 
the sky and not hover over ad-
jacent properties.
 Board member John Goebel 

said that the architects must be 
careful in their use of brick, 
which is mixed alongside the 
other materials to match the 
existing townhouses. 
 “There’s sort of a fine line, 
I think, between the modern-
istic approach and the preser-
vation aspect of this,” Goebel 
said. “It’s a little muddy right 
now in terms of the amount 
of brick and its usage at this 
point. … It feels just a little bit 
shoehorned in, perhaps.”
 But other board members 
spoke highly of the project. 
Board member Robert Ad-
ams said he was inclined to be 
more “adventurous” with the 
architecture and materials used 
given the site’s proximity to the 

King Street Metro station, and 
its location on the western edge 
of the Old and Historic District.
 “I think it would be a good 
addition,” said board member 
Slade Elkins. “I think it would 
be something that would liven 
up this part of Old Town and I 
do appreciate that there would 
be condo residential units 

where people would live and 
be invested in the community.”
 The board voted in favor of 
demolishing the rear ells of the 
townhouses, but deferred a deci-
sion on the possible demolition 
of 1614 King St. for further study 
and refinement of the design. 
The board also voted in support 
of the project’s height, mass and 

scale, and asked the architects to 
further work on its elevation and 
general architectural character.
 Hearings on the project’s 
development special use per-
mit will be held by the plan-
ning commission and city 
council in the future, after the 
developer comes back with an 
updated design.

parks and rec department are 
now responsible for the facility, 
and we do an assessment of any 
new one that we inherit,” she 
said. “The Torpedo Factory fell 
into that category. It just helps 
give us a starting-point so that 
we’re all on the same page, ev-
erybody here is on the same page 
of what the facility needs, what 
the staff needs to do their work. 
All that kind of stuff is so that we 
can make sure we’re running an 
effective day-to-day operation.”
 In addition, the nonprofit 
board voted in August to cease 
its operations. Under the terms 
of the new management, art-
ists, The Art League and other 
entities in the building rent di-
rectly from the city, as opposed 
to previously when the board 
handled the leases.
 Under the terms of the three-

year leases offered by the city, 
rents on artist studios increased 
from $13 per square foot to $15 
per square foot, a change Viehm-
an said was the biggest one-time 
rent increase in the center’s his-
tory. Ruggiero said the rent hike, 
plus an increase by 3 percent in 
each of the next two fiscal years, 
was necessary to help absorb 
possible rising costs.
 Ruggiero said that artists’ 
fears about the center and its fu-
ture are unfounded, and that the 
city remains determined to up-
hold the character of the Torpedo 
Factory as discussions unfold.
 “We’re not trying to hamper 
anybody,” she said. “We know 
that a lively, active building is 
what the community is look-
ing for when they go there, so I 
don’t think it benefits anybody 
to destroy the creative aspects 
that are going on in the build-
ing, and that’s not what we’re 
trying to do.”

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
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BY KIM GILLIAM

 Like many, I am taking the 
arrival of a new year to review 
my resolutions for 2016 and 
see what might be added or 
changed for 2017. You can ap-
ply that same thinking to what 
you might do new 
or differently with 
your pet this year. 
Consider some 
of the following 
resolutions for 
your furry family 
members.
 GIVE BACK 
TO THE COMMU-
NITY: There are a 
number of ways 
you can benefit others that 
involve your pet. Go through 
their bedding, bowls and toys 
to donate unused items to the 
local shelter.
 Offer to foster rescue ani-
mals awaiting placement with 
their forever families — your 
pet can help them become so-
cialized. Participate in a pet-
friendly charity walk to raise 
money for an important cause.
 Have children read to your 

dog at the local library. Or take 
your pet to visit patients in hos-
pitals or the elderly in nursing 
homes to brighten their day.
 SCHEDULE A PET PHO-
TO SHOOT: Photo shoots 
aren’t just for people any 

more. There are 
a number of pet 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s 
in the area who 
would love to 
capture the love 
between you and 
your companion 
in pictures. This 
is typically not 
very expensive 
and you’ll trea-

sure them forever.
 BUCKET LIST FOR SE-
NIOR PETS: What do you 
think your senior pet would 
want to do before crossing 
the Rainbow Bridge? It may 
seem all too trendy right now 
to write a bucket list for them, 
but this is can be a great way 
to make the last phase of your 
pet’s life memorable and full of 
tail wags and kisses.
 MAKE EXERCISING 

Kim Gilliam
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As you consider New Year’s resolutions for yourself this month, try 
including your pet in the self-improvement proceedings.

New Year’s resolutions for you 
and your pet

YOUR PET PART OF YOUR 
DAILY ROUTINE: One of the 
great benefits of pet ownership 
is that it helps you stay more 
active, so take advantage of 
that! Set aside time each day 
for a game of fetch, hide treats 
around the house to play find-
it, tease them with their favor-
ite toy, take long walks or jog 
together — it will be good for 
both of you.
 Remember that pets at their 

proper body weight have a re-
duced risk of heart and joint 
problems, diabetes, and other 
poor health conditions. Ease 
into your new routine as need-
ed; both you and your pet may 
need to build up stamina and 
endurance.
 DO SOMETHING NEW 
TOGETHER: Take 2017 to try 
a new activity with your pet. 
Whether it be agility classes, 
sheepherding, dock diving, 

backpacking, freestyle dance, 
nose work, tricks training or 
just participating in a new 
meet-up group, it’s easier than 
ever for people to find new 
ways to engage their pet.
 The D.C. area offers a 
wide array of things for you 
to do; each is a great chance to 
strengthen your bond and get 
out of the house to meet like-
minded pet owners. Plus, stim-
ulation helps reduce cognitive 
deterioration in aging animals, 
so teaching your pet new tricks 
and practicing them will keep 
their neurons firing.
 RE-EXAMINE EATING 
HABITS: Consider your pet’s 
eating routine; are they still 
interested in their food? Are 
their stools consistent and sol-
id? How is their energy level? 
Is their coat shiny or dull and 
flaky? Have they developed a 
hefty midsection?
 Your pet’s dietary needs can 
change with each life stage, so 
take this chance to evaluate 
whether they are eating the op-
timal food. Maybe this is the 
year to resolve to feed fewer 
table scraps. Or you can swap 
shelf-stable treats with a fresh 



 Leave your car at home. 
This three-level stone front 
townhouse is located just a 
few blocks from two Metro 
stations, shops and restau-
rants in Old Town, Del Ray 
and Carlyle.
 Updated with refin-
ished hardwood floors on 
two levels, freshly painted 
rooms and replacement 
windows throughout. A 
comfortable living room 
with crown moulding 
opens to a separate dining 
room.

 The kitchen features 
white cabinetry, granite 
counters and ceramic tile 
floors. Adjoining is a won-
derful three-season sun 
porch with vaulted ceil-
ings, a skylight and deck 
with access to the yard.
 The upper level features 
two bedrooms and a full 
bathroom. The lower level 
family room with wet bar 
and full bathroom walks 
out to the fenced backyard 
with two parking spaces 
just beyond the gate.
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off if the work 

is performed between December 2016 and March 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

At a Glance:
Location: 17 E. Linden St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22301
Neighborhood: Rosemont
Price: $615,000

Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2
Levels: 3 finished
Built: 1940
Parking: 2 off-street

Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert, Realtors,  
703-587-4855,  
www.christinegarner.com

The Spot on Square Alto credenza from Layla Grayce (top) is influenced 
by mixed materials in modern architecture, features a sliding opaque 
white or translucent panels with encapsulated strands of organic ma-
terials and sits on chrome supports. Norwalk teamed up with Company 
C for a lifestyle collection that includes the Whistler sofa (above) in an 
energized hue of violet. The two-over-two sofa blends clean contempo-
rary and classic design.

Charming stone front townhouse in a fabulous location

on currents and undercurrents, 
and forecasters note directions 
and trends a few years out. 
 You still can read those lists. 
But temper your response with 
what really speaks to you, rath-
er than what’s trending. What 
makes you feel good? Is it a riot 
of color or a layering of neutral 
hues with textures and warm 
metallic accents? Are you miss-
ing a single piece of furniture 
that will make a difference? 
What do you like — or dislike 
— most about your decor?
 As we head into a new cycle 
of home furnishings, kitchen 
and bath, and housewares 
shows, here are some subjects 
that are on the design radar:
 • OF COURSE, GREEN. 
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BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

 Change is good. And a new 
year seems to coax list-making 
aspirations, whether it’s to lose 
weight, exercise, be more pro-
ductive, get organized, stream-
line or rethink your home decor.
 Rethink at least some of it. 
A top-to-bottom redo probably 
is cost-prohibitive for most. Ex-
treme makeovers take more of a 
time and energy commitment, but 
tackling smaller spaces is more 
doable. Tweaking also is pos-
sible with strategic additions and 
subtractions. Simple things like 
eliminating clutter or switching 
out accessories can go a long way. 
 If possible, consider a differ-
ent layout, creating an alterna-
tive grouping of chairs, floating 
a sofa or clustering small stools 
that can double as tables. Paint 

or wallpaper a wall for a subtle 
or dramatic difference. Think 
about small things for big im-
pact — like hardware on cabi-
netry or trims on sofas, chairs, 
pillows or drapery.
 From Pinterest to Houzz, 
most everyone now is weighing 
in on what will be the hot trends 
for 2017. What’s in? What’s out? 
 Don’t get obsessed, because 
while home design is closer to 
fashion than ever before, it’s still 
more long-term. So big-ticket 
investment items must have 
staying power, which means, at 
the end of the day, they should 
fall into the “classic” camp. 
Save the edgy, shock-and-awe 
items for the occasional acces-
sories that shake up or amuse.
 Those of us who cover inter-
national design markets pick up 

HOME OF THE WEEK

PHOTO/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE
This fabulous stone three-level, two-bedroom and 
two bathroom townhouse features a finished lower 
level and off-street parking. 

PHOTO/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE
The house has light-filled rooms and an open floor plan. The 
floors have been refinished and the walls are freshly painted.

A new year in decor

PHOTO/LAYLA GRAYCE 

PHOTO/NORWALK 
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Signature uses in-the-round 
setting to great effect
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 “Titanic,” now playing at 
Signature Theatre, is a story 
of man’s inability to predict 
the ramifications — and limi-
tations — of state-of-the-art 
technology.
 It is a tale of an ocean liner 
made of 46,000 tons of steel, 
measuring 11 stories high and 
1,000 feet long, that went down 
in the North Atlantic Ocean 
in 1912 carrying some of the 
world’s wealthiest families who 
were aboard her maiden voyage. 
That there were young men and 
women of Irish and English de-
scent aboard who were seeking 
their fortunes in the New World, 
and others who believed they 
and the ship were invincible, 
is an equal part of this historic 
maritime tragedy.
 Referred to as “the ship of 
dreams” and a “human me-

tropolis,” the Titanic is no-
where to be seen in director 
Eric Shaeffer’s version of the 
musical by writer Peter Stone 
and composer/lyricist Maury 
Yeston. But that doesn’t keep 
us from sensing its vast power 
and scale and immersing our-
selves in the drama that played 
out on the high seas.
 Reimagining the Tony Award-
winning musical, Schaeffer and 
set designer Paul Tate dePoo III 
give us a theater-in-the-round 
that utilizes five steel gangways 
that reflect the massive scale of 
the multi-level luxury liner. This 
creates a more intimate experi-
ence for the audience.
 It also allows many of the 
38 performers to remain in 
clear sight and in equal hearing 
range, producing a magnificent 
harmonic convergence of vocal 
heft. We have choreographer 
Matthew Gardiner to thank for 
that too, as the players climb the 

ramps and position themselves 
at different heights to sing their 
numbers. It is the most effective 
use of a theater-in-the-round 
stage I’ve ever seen.
 Particularly haunting is 
the 17-piece band perched on 
a separate elevated catwalk 
in full view of the audience. 
Led brilliantly by conductor 
James Moore, their constant 
presence is reminiscent of 
how they sacrificed their lives 
to play for the remaining pas-
sengers as the behemoth was 
devoured by the sea.
 The story delves into not 
just one love story but many — 
the John Jacob Astors played 
by Matt Connor and Jamie 
Eaker and a touching story of 
romance below decks played 
by the exceptional Katie Mc-
Manus as Kate McGowan and 
Hassani Allen as Jim Farrell.
 Other couples are revealed to 
have secrets — Lady Caroline 

Neville’s (Iyona Blake) illicit 
love affair with Charles Clarke 
(Chris Sizemore) and Alice 
Beane’s (Tracy Lynn Olivera) 
disappointment in her hus-
band’s inferior social standing. 
 Ryan Hickey’s sound design 
keeps us immersed in the idea 
of traveling on a ship through 
the atmospheric use of fog 
horns, bells and the slamming 
of the coal stokers’ fiery oven 
doors. Another effective touch 
is Frank Labowitz’s turn of 
the century navy blue gowns, 
feathered picture hats and sim-
ple frocks, and Amanda Zieve’s 
suspended Edison light bulbs 
and under-stage blue lights.
 But what keeps us in a state 
of high anxiety is the blame 
game and what-ifs between the 
captain (Christopher Bloch), 
the ship’s owner J. Bruce Is-
may (Lawrence Redmond), the 
ship’s master William Mur-
doch (Kevin McAllister) and 

A ‘Titanic’ success

its architect Thomas Andrews, 
played spectacularly by Bobby 
Smith, as they wonder what 
they could have done differ-
ently and who is at fault.
 Ultimately, as the ship goes 
down — and we knew it would 
— the drama is no less pal-
pable, and we are drawn hook, 
line and sinker into the tragedy 
of despair and dashed dreams 
of the hundreds of lives lost. 
It’s a visceral experience and 
Yeston’s heart-stopping score 
rises up to meet it.

Through January 29 at  
Signature Theatre, 

4200 Campbell Ave., 
Arlington, VA 22206

For tickets and information 
call 703-820-9771 or visit 

www.signature-theatre.org.

PHOTOS/CHRISTOPHER MUELLER

Signature Theatre’s latest
production, “Titanic,” is a
musical that benefits great-
ly from the use of a theater 
in the round. The musical 
tells the tale of the ill-fated 
ship and the travelers of 
various classes who rode 
its maiden — and final — 
voyage.

A ‘Titanic’ success



January 6
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CONCERT The Cecilian Players, 
Blessed Sacrament’s chamber 
ensemble, will perform a concert 
of chamber music that includes 
Haydn’s Flute Trio in D Major, 
Ravel’s “Chanson Madecasses” 
and Prokofiev’s Flute Sonata, 
Op. 94. The concert is free but 
contributions to support future 
programs are welcome.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: 703-998-6100 x103

January 7
MAYOR ON YOUR CORNER 
Join Mayor Allison Silberberg for her 
monthly “Mayor on Your Corner,” to 
share your thoughts and concerns 
on the city. Pastries, coffee and 
juice will be served. A voluntary con-
tribution of $5 is appreciated.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Union Street Public 
House, 121 S. Union St.
Information: www.allisonsilber-
berg.com

January 12
A STOMACH FULL OF HISTORY
Helen Zoe Veit, associate profes-
sor of history at Michigan State 
University focusing on the history 
of food, discusses how the Civil 
War transformed eating and cook-
ing in the South, as the population 
searched with growing desperation 
for ways to approximate favorite 
foods with substitute ingredients 
and to ward off hunger.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/lyceum

January 18
SALOON CONCERT SERIES: 
EARTH Gourmet Symphony pres-
ents a culinary-inspired musical ex-
perience featuring performances by 
musicians from the Grammy-nomi-

nated Inscape Chamber Orchestra 
and soprano Jaely Chamberlain. 
Savor dishes and drinks inspired by 
cuisine from throughout the country 
while musicians from Inscape 
Chamber Orchestra perform classi-
cal renditions of folk tunes, hymns, 
and familiar melodies. Tickets cost 
$49 per person for general admis-
sion, or $60 per person for VIPs.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Columbia Firehouse, 
109 S. St. Asaph St.
Information: www.gourmetsym-
phony.org
EMANCIPATION, COLONIZA-
TION AND U.S. CIVIL WAR 
George Mason professor Phillip 
Magness will provide a contex-
tual history of the abolition of 
slavery in the United States, 
focusing upon Abraham Lincoln’s 
route to the Emancipation Procla-
mation and the complex political 
challenges that accompanied it.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

January 19 through 22
INAUGURATION WEEKEND AT 
MOUNT VERNON Join George 
Washington at his Mount Vernon 
estate during Inauguration week-
end as they honor the nation’s 
first president. Guests can go on 
a presidential-themed scavenger 
hunt across the estate, view a 
tableau of Washington’s inaugu-
ration and see commemorative 
copper buttons from Washing-
ton’s inauguration on display.
Time: Daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000

January 20 through 22
INAUGURATION WEEKEND 
OPEN HOUSE In honor of the 
presidential inauguration, visit the 
Alexandria tavern where politics 
was a top topic of conversation for 
free tours of the museum.
Time: January 20 and 21 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., January 22 1 to 4 p.m.
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Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 
N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

January 21
CIVIL WAR SOUL SISTERS 
— CIVIL WAR ERA AFRICAN-
AMERICAN WOMEN WHO 
PUBLISHED Join Lavonda Broad-
nax, a digital project coordinator 
with the Library of Congress, as 
she speaks on the accomplish-
ments of fascinating African-Amer-
ican women who were published 
during an era when it was illegal 
for the vast majority of African-
Americans to learn to read or write.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Burke Branch Library, 
4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

PREPARING AND DISPENSING 
CIVIL WAR PRESCRIPTIONS 
Dr. Hasegawa, director emeritus of 
the Society of Civil War Surgeons, 
will describe how pharmacists of 
the Civil War era interpreted, com-
pounded and dispensed prescrip-
tions. The presentation will include 
a display of antique apothecary 
implements and a demonstration 
of how powder papers and pills 
were prepared.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

January 22
WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 
18th-century desserts while sip-
ping John Gadsby’s special blend 
of tea or take a cup of American 
Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guests Martha Washington & 
Dolley Madison will catch you up 
on the latest Alexandria news 
during the tea. Seatings are at 
3 and 3:15 p.m., with free tours 
available at 2:15 or 2:45 p.m.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 
N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

January 26

CIVIL WAR WINE DINNER Start 
your evening in the museum for 
the first course and conversation 
with Gray Ghost Vineyards, whose 
wines are created on lands “Gray 
Ghost” Confederate John S. Mosby 
and his men operated on during 
the Civil War. Then head down to 
the restaurant’s main dining room 
to experience more wine and great 
food inspired by the 19th century. 
Registration required. Admission 
costs $125 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

Anything Goes                                                              1/14 - 2/4

All aboard Cole Porter’s S.S. American! 
Winner of three Tony Awards, including 
Best Revival of a Musical, Anything 
Goes takes sail between New York 
and England with a colorful group of 
passengers aboard the well-appointed 
cruise liner. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!
Check out our 
theater classes 
for kids.

 
Welcoming in

the New Year
with thanks to  

our loyal customers 
for the past 33 years!
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Our View
Let’s put our best feet 
forward in 2017
 Let’s face it: 2016 was a rough year.
 Between the seemingly harrowing number of deaths of 
well known celebrities and artists, local leaders and beloved 
residents, the bruising presidential campaign and conten-
tious debates on local issues, we’re sure Alexandrians are 
happy to see last year in the rear view mirror.
 That said, some of the very same issues that rankled 
residents and officials alike are still very much front and 
center in the New Year. Following last year’s protracted 
debate — and eventual resolution — of the Ramsey Homes 
redevelopment project, the Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority plans to move forward with a number 
of plans to redevelop its affordable housing stock, starting 
with the Andrew Adkins property.
 And following the uncertainty and infighting among art-
ists and others regarding the future of the Torpedo Factory 
Arts Center, which came under city control last October, of-
ficials are planning an extensive outreach campaign to iden-
tify the community’s goals and priorities for the art enclave 
in order to determine how to structure its governing body.
 While discussions around these two topics were fraught 
and contentious in 2016, there is ample opportunity to en-
sure this year’s work is thoughtful and constructive.
 On the ARHA front, the Adkins project is not expected 
to come before the planning commission and city council 
until late this year. And as a result of the acrimony sur-
rounding Ramsey Homes last spring, the authority has de-
veloped a more open and collaborative relationship with 
city staff and elected officials.
 In the case of the Torpedo Factory, while much of the dis-
cussions of the center’s future were shrouded behind closed 
doors in 2016, the city department of recreation, parks and 
cultural activities will seek public feedback from residents, 
officials and artists beginning next month.
 In both instances, the conditions and structures exist for 
more fruitful discussions and constructive work to find op-
timal solutions. But it will be up to the people involved in 
those conversations to put their best feet forward.
 ARHA officials must build upon the improvements 
they made to outreach over the course of last year. And 
residents, advocates and city officials all must come to the 
table with an open mind as well.
 Likewise, city officials must use the public outreach 
campaign they have planned to find a solution for the Tor-
pedo Factory that is financially viable, feasible for the art-
ists and attractive to residents and visitors. At the same 
time, residents and artists must be open to new ideas and 
constructive in their own input and critiques.
 In short, let’s put the negativity that seemingly pervaded 
2016 behind us. Let’s come to the table with open minds, 
new ideas and a positive outlook.
 It’s important to remember that improving Alexandria’s 
affordable housing stock and preserving the Torpedo Fac-
tory as an art enclave are goals we all agree with. It is merely 
the question of how we achieve them where some may differ.

To the editor:
 I am a parent of a kindergar-
tener and first grader at Jeffer-
son-Houston School. On De-
cember 15, I read a letter to the 
editor titled “Jefferson-Houston 
boundaries amount to economic 
segregation.” I would like to 
share my perspective.
 Like many parents zoned 
for Jefferson-Houston I was 
concerned about sending my 
children there. After careful 
consideration, our family regis-
tered with three requirements in 
mind: is our child happy, learn-
ing and safe?
 The answers were clear. We 
have not only remained, but en-
rolled our second child as well. 
My children are very happy at 
school, are learning above na-
tional grade level standards, and 
safety has never been a concern.
 I am confident about sending 
my children to J-H regardless of 
its accreditation status because I 
can cite a large body of research 
showing that children who come 
from advantaged households 
reach the same level of achieve-

ment regardless of the racial or 
socio-economic makeup of the 
school. Children whose basic 
needs are well met, are exposed 
to math and literacy early and 
often, and have received qual-
ity preschool education sta-
tistically perform well in any 
school placement. Research also 
supports that these students do 
particularly well in math when 
attending truly diverse schools.
 We should still examine 
why J-H is under-enrolled, has 
such a high Free and Reduced 
Meals rate, and has a more seg-
regated student makeup than 
nearby schools. It has been sug-
gested that a gerrymandered 
district is the root of the prob-
lem. This fails to acknowledge 
a far deeper problem: adminis-
trative transfers.
 Families zoned for Jeffer-
son-Houston could previously 
request an administrative trans-
fer to another ACPS school. 
Through the 2015-2016 school 
year, a full class of students 
opted out of Jefferson-Houston. 
These were kids from economi-

cally advantaged families that 
could wade through the process 
and provide private transporta-
tion to and from school. Less af-
fluent families, lacking reliable 
transportation, were effectively 
excluded from this policy.
 After years of these admin-
istrative transfers, schools like 
Lyles Crouch and Matthew 
Maury are now over capacity 
and Jefferson-Houston under. 
The FARM rate is out of bal-
ance. ACPS has realized its 
mistake and starting in 2016-
2017 it has all but stopped ad-
ministrative transfers.
 The striking socio-eco-
nomic imbalance between J-H 
and other neighboring elemen-
tary schools will correct it-
self. ACPS projects that when 
students districted for J-H at-
tend J-H, the FARM rate will 
stabilize. ACPS also projects 
that expanding the boundaries 
would result in overcrowding.
 Residents must understand 
why boundaries did not change 

Your Views

End of transfers will fix 
Jefferson-Houston demographics

Opinion “Where the press is 
free and every man is 
able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

SEE TRANSFERS  | 15
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To the editor:
 Last month, the Alexan-
dria City School Board, led 
by chairwoman Karen Graf, 
laid a bombshell on the city. 
It passed a resolution request-
ing $611.1 million dollars for 
school infrastructure over the 
next 10 years — a 123 percent 
increase over the amount bud-
geted by city council for that 
purpose just last May.
 Right now, we in Alex-
andria spend $17,008 per 
pupil per year to educate our 
children, which is among the 
highest in the state. Despite 
that, according to a respected 
national education group, 
our schools rank only 29th 
among Virginia jurisdic-
tions. Arlington has a slight-

ly higher per pupil cost but 
ranks at the very top. As an-
other example, rural Gooch-
land County annually spends 
$7,000 less per pupil than 
Alexandria yet its schools are 
ranked ninth.
 Apparently unapologetic 
about the high cost and low 
ranking of our schools, now 
the school board asks for 
even more money. Some-
thing definitely is wrong 
with this picture and it is 
about time the citizenry of 
Alexandria demand some 
answers. Are we spending 
our school money where it 
really counts — educating 
our kids?
 I have suggested to city 
council that any request 

for additional school infra-
structure funding be put to 
the voters in the form of a 
referendum next Novem-
ber. While the referendum 
would only be advisory and 
council still would need to 
vote on the issue, the results 
would provide guidance 
otherwise unavailable.
 Just as important, it 
would require Graf, the 
school board and ACPS of-
ficials to provide the public 
with detailed information 
on how the money would be 
used and how it would help 
remediate the dismal com-
parative showing our schools 
are making in Virginia.

- Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Comcast, while replacing 
fiber optic cable on Fort Wil-
liams Parkway in early Octo-
ber, damaged an underground 
Dominion Virginia Power 
line which served the street 
lights. As a consequence, 
lights in a three-block stretch, 
from Colonel Ellis Avenue to 
Dearborn Place, have been in-
operative ever since.
 The middle of this stretch 
of Fort Williams Parkway 
passes heavily-wooded 
parkland, and the area is so 
dark that it is unsafe for pe-

destrians and drivers alike.
 We had no street lights for 
Halloween. We had no street 
lights for Thanksgiving. 
We had no street lights for 
Christmas. We had no street 
lights for New Years. Will we 
still be in the dark for Valen-
tine’s Day?
 Dominion has been quite 
cavalier in responding to this 
situation. When advised in 
October of the situation, Do-
minion communicated that it 
would complete the repairs 
in February, five months af-
ter the outage. In subsequent 

contact with a city councilor, 
Dominion promised the re-
pairs would commence in 
mid-December, but they did 
not. Calls and letters to Do-
minion’s offices have gone 
without response.
 There must be a way to 
cause monopoly entities 
such as Dominion to be re-
sponsive. Perhaps a public 
shaming would help. The 
truth of the matter is that 
Dominion Virginia Power 
just does not give a damn.  

- M. T. Monson Jr.
Alexandria

Put school construction spending 
to a referendum

Dominion has neglected its duty on 
Fort Williams Parkway

Filling in the blanks
 with Karen Graf

 Is the Alexandria City School 
Board’s capital budget request real-
istic? Well, the needs of the school 
division are real. As a community, 
we need to figure out how to ad-
dress the realities of a huge capital 
budget proposal for the benefit of 
our city’s school district.
 The total the capital budget 
for fiscal 2018-2027 is proposed 
at $611.1 million, including $89.7 
million in fiscal 2018 alone. Alex-
andria City Public Schools has the 
opportunity to address the capacity 
needs across K-12 schools 
and kick off moderniza-
tion plans in FY 2018. But 
to start modernization, the 
district needs swing space. 
And this is where things 
get complicated.
 Swing space allows a 
school, like MacArthur or George 
Mason elementary schools, to 
move to another location while 
the school site is developed. Un-
like Jefferson-Houston or Patrick 
Henry, many school sites are not 
large enough to build a new school 
while keeping all the students 
safely on site. For several years, 
the school board has been plan-
ning the swing space concept.
 This year, we cannot delay the 
build out of swing space or the 
whole capital budget will be delayed 
yet another year. This year, we dis-
cussed three options — I am calling 
them the Three Bear options.
 The Baby Bear option involves 
working with the city to analyze 
the Lee Center in order to co-
locate city programs and school 
swing space. The school board 
had made multiple requests to the 
city for this analysis over the past 
18 months, even making a formal 
request this last September.
 Schools Superintendent Alvin 
L. Crawley had proposed that the 
Lee Center — a former ACPS 
school in Old Town that was re-
turned to the city in the 1970s at 
a time when ACPS was seeing 
falling enrollment — be used as 

swing space at a much lower cost 
to taxpayers of $9 million. But at 
the time the CIP was approved, 
the city could not commit to al-
lowing access to the Lee Center.
 The Mother Bear option would 
be to design an existing business 
building, like ACPS is doing on the 
West End, to act as a swing space. 
But there are not many options that 
provide the space needs the district 
requires. For example, MacArthur 
would need to find a space that can 
accommodate 750 students while 

its building is demolished 
and rebuilt.
    ACPS also would need 
to seek funding to pur-
chase, as it is not fiscally 
sound for the taxpayers 
to lease space, a lesson 
learned through the ac-

quisition of the West End prop-
erty. This option would cost the 
taxpayers around $35 million.
 In the end, the school board 
was compelled to ask for the Papa 
Bear option: fund the purchase of 
land and construction of a new 
building to accommodate staff 
and students during the modern-
ization program of other school 
buildings. The total cost to pur-
chase and build the facility would 
be in the region of $55.4 million.
 The school board hopes that by 
the close of the city budget pro-
cess, the analysis for the Lee Cen-
ter will lead to a less expensive 
option. But without that analysis, 
the alternative options for swing 
space are very expensive and put 
our future projects at risk.
 We are willing to admit that this 
is not ideal, but the school board is 
tasked with expressing our needs 
to city council. Together, I am op-
timistic that we can find a respon-
sible fiscal solution — sweet, little 
Baby Bear — to support the suc-
cess of all of our students and one 
that will not burden the taxpayers. 

The writer is the chairwoman 
of the Alexandria City 

School Board.

Karen Graf

The role of swing space 
in ACPS’capital budget

for Jefferson-Houston during 
the redistricting process. The 
trouble wasn’t the bound-
aries; it was that they were 
regularly bypassed.
  This is not a “neighbor-
hood without a voice.” We 
have been heard by Schools 
Superintendent Alvin Craw-
ley, the ACPS central office, 
and Jefferson-Houston advo-
cate and school board mem-
ber Veronica Nolan.

 Our voices have com-
bined to halt administrative 
transfers. If you are a par-
ent of a rising kindergar-
tener, your child will enter a 
Jefferson-Houston that is a 
representative cross-section 
of Alexandria thanks to the 
cooperation of ACPS, our 
parents and Nolan.
 Visit J-H and see teach-
ers guiding students through 
our International Baccalau-
reate program, enthusiastic 
kids interacting and learning 

alongside friends from a va-
riety of backgrounds and ex-
periences. Deep and mean-
ingful learning is happening 
at Jefferson-Houston.
 I invite residents who are 
doubtful to visit the school, 
and to take another look at 
the recent data. There is a 
new narrative at Jefferson-
Houston, and it is impor-
tant that the truth begins to 
overpower rumors.

- Wendy Montes de Oca
Alexandria
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A 19th-century society formed against slavery
ne of the most in-
fluential organi-
zations formed to 

oppose the dark forces of 
America’s most notori-
ous institution of slavery 
was the American Anti-
Slavery Society, initiated 
in Philadelphia in 1833 
by William Lloyd Garri-
son and Arthur Tappan. 
 The society was de-
veloped as a direct re-
sponse to the growing 
debate concerning forced 
labor in the first half of 
the 19th century, and the 
increasingly inhumane 
treatment of those indi-
viduals and families con-
signed as chattel.
  Early in the 19th cen-
tury citizens in North-
ern states, which had 
already begun urban-
izing and transforming 
their economies from 
agriculture to industry, 
began to recognize the 
cruelty of slavery and 
the devastating impact 
on those who not only 
toiled each day dur-
ing all of their waking 
hours, but who were 
subject to beatings, separa-
tion from family members, 
and sudden sale and reloca-
tion to faraway areas.  
 Gradually a realization 
emerged among many whites 
that these African descendants 
were equal human beings who 
were historically wronged ex-
cluded from the “The Land of 
the Free” principle that found-
ed the United States.

Yet in the increasingly 
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What do you think should be the city’s top priority for 2017?
A. Schools spending. B. Sewer upgrades. C. Affordable housing. D. Promoting business. E. Tax relief. F. Other.
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contentious societal conver-
sation, the debate initially 
focused not on the institution 
of slavery in the young coun-
try, but rather on the spread of 
slavery to new geographic ar-
eas as western territories were 
incorporated as new states 
and accepted into the Union. 
Even areas where the labor of 
slaves was largely unneces-
sary were subject to intense 
controversy as whether they 

would be admitted as slave or 
free states, the major conse-
quence being that the repre-
sentation of the new state in 
the House of Representatives 
and U.S. Senate would have 
a profound influence on sec-
tional and national political 
differences. 
 The Three-Fifths Compro-
mise of the 1787 Constitutional 
Convention that determined 
the non-voting slave popula-

tion of each state would be 
counted as only 60 percent 
of the total for representa-
tional purposes, and the 
Missouri Compromise of 
1820, which restricted the 
spread of slavery to new 
areas, only temporarily 
eased the controversy.
 By the 1830s, in-
creasing agitation be-
tween Northern and 
Southern states and the 
Nat Turner rebellion in 
Virginia that saw 60 
whites killed by hostile 
slaves, the conversation 
shifted between the abo-
lition of slavery altogeth-
er or increased enforce-
ment of existing laws on 
the issue. Within the next 
three decades the situa-
tion would explode into 
the Civil War.
  In 1836, the Anti-
Slavery Society pub-
lished the broadside seen 
here that detailed the 
hypocritical public poli-
cies of Washington, D.C. 
and the intolerable con-
ditions at slave markets 
within the nation’s capi-
tal, of which Alexandria 

was then a part. Over the next 
few weeks this column will 
detail the elements included 
within the poster, document-
ing Alexandria’s role in fo-
menting controversy, and 
even violence, against the so-
ciety which by 1838 had over 
250,000 members.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of His-

toric Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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one instead to avoid unneces-
sary ingredients. A pet’s diet is 
key to maintaining their over-
all health and happiness.
 SCHEDULE A CHECK-UP: 
Annual wellness checks are a 
key component of good preven-
tive care, and should be done 
twice a year for older pets. These 
enable you to catch changes to 
your pet’s health early on and re-
verse them or prevent conditions 
from worsening.
 Medical conditions such 

as oral infections, diabetes, 
arthritis or obesity are much 
easier to manage when detect-
ed early. The veterinarian will 
perform a full physical exam 
to assess your pet’s mouth, 
eyes, heart, lungs and joints, 
plus changes to their weight, 
skin, coat and more. Plus you 
can update their vaccinations. 
 PROPER IDENTIFICATION: 
Over the course of a year, a lot 
can change — maybe you moved 
or got a new phone number and 
forgot to update your pet’s tags 
or microchip? Or maybe you 

need to renew their county reg-
istration? Make a commitment 
to update their information; it’s 
the best way to ensure your pet 
will get home safely if ever lost.
 So while you are focused 
on ways to improve your-
self or pay it forward for 
others, take this chance to 
make some important prom-
ises to your furry family 
members. You won’t regret it!

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.
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Custom Design
• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms
• Countertops 
• Vanity Tops 
• Fireplaces
• Superior 
   Quality 
  Cabinets    

Kitchen & Bath 
Showroom

7700-B Backlick Rd. 
Springfield VA 22150

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate today!
Call (703) 337-2020 | info@bestkitchenandbath.us

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:
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Alluring Aspen
Found all alone as a tiny 
kitten, we gladly took 
Aspen in and promised to 
find him a forever home. 
He is a very laid back 
youngster who loves to 
nap in a lap and wants 
nothing more than a 
sunny window in which 
to lounge. Make plans to 
meet this cutie soon!
We are open this Saturday and Sunday; 1:30 to 4:30 pm.

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org

Greenery is the Pantone Color 
Institute’s color of the year. We 
talked about green last spring, 
when such fresh shades always 
make sense, with the after-
winter longing for 
regeneration. 
 “Satisfying 
our growing 
desire to reju-
venate, revitalize 
and unite, Green-
ery symbolizes the
reconnection we seek
with nature, one 
another and a larger 
purpose,” says Leatrice 
Eiseman, executive 
director of the Pan-
tone Color Institute. 
 “Through its reassuring yet 
assertive vibrancy, Greenery of-
fers us self-assurance and bold-
ness to live life on our own terms, 
during a time when we are rede-
fining what makes us successful 
and happy,” Eiseman adds.
 • EXPECT TO SEE GREEN 
IN PATTERN, AS WELL. De-
signers at York Wallcoverings 
and Chella Textiles feel that 
Greenery is a powerful mood-
maker that complements cor-
als, enlivens yellows and bal-
ances blues. Whether splashed 
in whimsical watercolors, set in 
straight-up stripes or fused into 
florals and paisleys, their design-
ers say that Greenery sets a wel-
coming tone, indoors and out.
 • SHADES OF AMETHYST. 
From rich regal purples to violet 
purples to lavender grays, the 
hue can be either robust or laid 
back, but always interesting.

 • AND WHITE. Layering 
shades of white in mixed tex-
tures never goes out of style. 
Ditto for black and white’s lon-
gevity. Whether it’s a modern 
toile, punchy op art print, geo-
metric pattern (as in a fabulous 
painted glass table from Sauder), 
stripes (a small-scale, curvy 
stone striped pedestal table from 
Ambella Home Collection). And 
don’t forget blue and white — 

another perennial favorite.
 • DETAILS 
MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE. 
Hardware can 
be FUNctional, 
as an embellish-
ment that totally 
enhances the de-
sign. In modern 

style, overscale pulls on buffets 
or dressers are dramatic. Un-
expected jewelry-like features, 
such as in the acorn pulls on 
Larry Lazlo’s acorn chest for 
Guy Chaddock, look like dan-
gling earrings.
 • HANDCRAFTED. Other 
ornamentation, such as embroi-
dery, is again coming on strong, 
as is an appreciation for crafted 
furniture, like Ryan Dart’s di-
mensional functional art tables 
and chairs.

 • GEOMETRY. Geometric 
looks definitely make their mark 
in patterns on wallcoverings, 
fabrics or tiles. Others, espe-
cially circles, can make quite the 
statement in casegoods, particu-
larly table bases and consoles.
 • 3-D. The extra dimen-
sion is surfacing on the fronts of 
cabinets, on wallcovering, and 
even in a new look we first saw 
last year — an Arte 3-D paper 
covering the front of cabinetry, 
from a Roche Bobois collection. 
 Carved or laser-cut wood 
and layered metals and woods 
are another approach. And 
at the last Cersaie tile show 
in Bologna, Italy, there were 
plenty of eye-popping tiles 
that made flat counterparts 
simply boring.
 • GOOD AS GOLD. Met-
als such as brass, both shiny and 
burnished are feeling at home, 
are continuing to edge into the 
kitchen and the bath with fau-
cets. Pairing warm and cool met-
als has never been cozier. There 
are some who say that copper is 
over — just don’t tell that to Tom 
Dixon, whose copper lighting 
and accessories are iconic. 
 One or more of these ideas 
may resonate. Otherwise, there’s 
always next year.
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ACROSS
1 “Gee whiz!”
5 Small bit of ointment, e.g.
8 Visibly stunned
13 Take countermeasures
18 “Toy Story” human
19 Top-of-the-line, ratings-wise
20 Sneaker features
21 They may cause one to miss
   the mark?
22 Prickly optimistic view (Part 1)
25 Kind of ballerina
26 Some gems
27 It may have a tongue in it
28 One working on potatoes
29 Sportscaster Berman
30 Veggie in a fairy tale title
31 “Stop, horse!”
32 Intense, adverse criticism
33 Large cutting tool
35 Like anything that just won’t do
41 Amazon parrot
44 ___ Today (newspaper)
45 Fencing weapons
46 Paddle relative
47 Speedway shape
48 Smack but good
50 Mollusks
52 Heavy instrument
53 Prickly optimistic view (Part 2)
56 Highway sections
57 Female farm creature
58 Sported
59 Amazing reviews
60 Brain-twister
61 Town relative
62 Faked out a defender
63 Major airports
64 Wife or husband
67 Filled with freight
68 Extra plentiful
69 Start to mature?
72 Shimon of Israel
73 Prickly optimistic view (Part 3)
76 Eyeballs of romantic poetry
77 Coats with goo, 
  “Ghostbusters”-style
78 Stork relative
79 Minuscule amount
80 Poem that glorifies
81 Name on many tractors
82 Dined

83 Historical record
84 Stick-in-the-mud
87 Physical discomfort
90 Snake-eyes pair
91 Tied up, in scores
93 Clock standard, briefly
94 Letter openers?
97 Fish filet sauce
100 Killed, as a dragon
102 Elaborate hanging
104 Helps a crook be a crook
105 Prickly optimistic view
    (Part 4)
107 Admiral’s charge
108 How some topics may be 
    debated
109 Figure-skating jump
110 Straight up, in a bar
111 Comforting type of bear
112 Type of alcohol
113 Prefix with “approve” or
    “respect”
114 ___ about (roams)
DOWN
1 Canvas support
2 Garden dwarf
3 Some Madison Avenue workers
4 Salon employee, at times
5 Small contraption, generically
6 Some insects
7 Hive dweller
8 In spite of, briefly
9 Rich, elaborate cake
10 Painful exercise aftermath, 
   sometimes
11 Apex
12 Suffix of exaggerations
13 Some TV fare
14 Discoverer’s cry of old
15 Seed covering, sometimes
16 Inviting word
17 Ex-leader of Russia
19 Hank Hill’s town
23 Oblong yellow fruit
24 Sound type at either end of 
   Alaska
28 Applies oneself diligently
31 Trash and such
32 Energy sources
33 Cotton unit
34 Like James Bond
36 Approached

37 Rotates
38 All tied up?
39 Where to find washing instructions
40 Demagnetize a tape
41 What the greedy always want
42 Formally declare as true
43 24 cans, often
48 Young pig (var.)
49 Cautious
50 Movers’ partners
51 Recitation of prayers
52 Small amounts
54 Type of cheese
55 Plod along
56 Vilify in print
60 Chaka Khan’s music group
61 Pool hall staples
62 Rocked out
63 Stereo’s ancestor
64 Easy-going parody
65 Fancy “hidden”
66 Formed into a ball
67 Scottish property owner
68 “___ Without a Cause”
69 Loudness unit
70 Pro ___ (in proportion)
71 And others, for short
73 Blockage of the intestine
74 Industry magnate
75 Fork part
77 Passover ritual
81 TV’s saga about the Carringtons
82 After-prayer words
83 Showy fall blossom
85 Like a small i
86 Annually
88 Tequila sources
89 Incite to action
92 LP material
94 Like active deckhands
95 Daily sustenance, biblically
96 Dermatologist’s concerns
97 Only president ever on the 
   Supreme Court
98 “___ to leap tall buildings ...”
99 Wind instrument insert
100 Fired, as a weapon
101 Strongly opposed, of old
102 Vehicle to hail
103 Thing to sing
105 Word in many titles
106 Possessed at one time
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HOW DO YOU SEE IT? By Timothy E. Parker
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JACQUELINE A. 
BARTHOLOMEW, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
December 16, 2016
BRUCE O. COREY (64),
of Alexandria, 
December 21, 2016
AUSTIN A. HERR III 
(50), of Alexandria, 
December 26, 2016
MICHAEL B. HUGHES 
(75), of Alexandria, 
December 29, 2016
LINDELL S. LUMING 
(86), of Alexandria, 
December 27, 2016

JAMES F. MEROW (84),
of Alexandria, 
December 23, 2016 
ELEFTHERIOS 
SMIRNIOTOPOULOS 
(100), of Alexandria, 
December 25, 2016
HERBERT A. 
THEIMER (87), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
December 29, 2016
MARGARET VITT (97),
of Alexandria, 
December 14, 2016

 AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS • JANUARY 1, 2017

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUES 
MARKETJAN 7-8. OVER 700 
BOOTHS IN 2 BLDGS! Shop for 

Bargains! It’s An AMAZING Treasure 
Hunt! DULLES EXPO CTR, 4320 

Chantilly Shopping Ctr., Chantilly, 
VA 20151 www.thebigfleamarket.

com 757-430-4735

AUCTIONS 
CARWILE AUCTIONS INC. - 

VANCE WRIGHT ESTATE. SAT. JAN. 
14, 10AM! 12500 SPRING RUN 

RD., RICHMOND, VA. *1954 FORD 
*1955 CHEV., ADVERTISING, 

COLLECTABLES! WWW.CARWI-
LEAUCTIONS.COM VAAR392

(434)547-9100

EDUCATION/ 
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING -
Get FAA certification to fix planes. 

Approved for military benefits. 
Financial Aid if qualified. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 877-204-4130 

HEALTHCARE/ADULT SERVICES
ENGLISH MEADOWS 

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 
Affordable Assisted Living, Memory 
Care & Senior Living Apts. Call 540-

553-5024 to tour! www.english-
meadowsslc.com Christiansburg, 
Abingdon & Bedford Elks Home 

Campuses 

HELP WANTED
$17.25-$26.47 PER HOUR; 
Hiring Store Promoters at BJ’s 

Wholesale Club. NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED; RETIREES WELCOME; Part 

time and full time positions avail-
able. Locations include: Gainesville, 
Falls Church, Woodbridge, Alexan-
dria, Fairfax. CALL AMY 703-577-

1259 

HELP WANTED/ 
TRUCK DRIVERS 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-

$50,000 1ST YEAR! 4-wks or 
10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in 

Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 
800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roa-

noke 800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – UNCONTESTED, 
$395 + $86 COURT COST. 

No court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

Obituaries
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The SquadThe Squad
Cleaning & Janitorial Services
“The Perfect Cleaning Solution”

(703)819-7674
Commercial and Residential

thesquadcleaningservice@hotmail.com

ClassifiedsLEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.
For information about this application 
or to comment, visit the City’s website 
at www.alexandriava.gov/planning or 
call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2016-00105 
118 North French Street – 
Proposed Business: Child Care Home
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a child care home; zoned 
R8/Single Family Zone
APPLICANT: Maria del Pilar Soto 
Martinez
PLANNER- Sara Brandt-Vorel – 
Sara.BrandtVorel@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning.  If you have 
any comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later than 
January 26, 2017

Satellite Installation 
Bishop Inspection Services, LLC is a regional company servic-
ing national mortgage servicers in the following states: AR, LA, MS, OK, and TX 
is seeking full or part time field inspectors, we use EZ Inspections, a mobile 
(iPhone or Android) and web-based software that is used to facilitate orders 
and completed results back to our clients at no charge to you. Our company 
is looking for independent contractors to complete field property inspections. 
Most of the orders take no longer then 5-10 minutes to complete and consist 
of a short questionnaire about the subject properties along with 4-20 photos. 
Orders must be completed on time and per the mortgage servicer’s require-
ments.  We are looking for individuals with exceptional organization skills, good 
smart phone/computer skills, and a background in route work and knowledge 
of the local real estate market, along with a willingness to work and provide on 
time completed orders.

Equipment needed: candidates must have a smart phone, computer, printer, reli-
able transportation, a current driver’s license, proof of insurance, and must be 
able to pass an Aspen Grove background check.

If interested please email your resume and qualifications to Paul Bishop at 
paul@bishopinspection.com 

HELP WANTED

 

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on Re-
districting during the Special 
Called School Board Meeting 
held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, 2017, in the School Board 
Meeting Room located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria. For 
more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, 
please contact the Clerk of the 
Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

 

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2018 Combined Funds Bud-
get during the Special Called 
School Board Meeting held at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, January 
19, 2017, in the School Board 
Meeting Room located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria. For 
more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, 
please contact the Clerk of the 
Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE

ABC NOTICES

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, January 
18, 2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR #2016-00425
Request for partial demolition at  
724 S Fairfax Street
APPLICANT:  Michael Lyons

CASE BAR #2016-00426
Request for alterations at  
724 S Fairfax Street
APPLICANT: Michael Lyons

CASE BAR #2016-00427
Request for signage at  
1420 King Street
APPLICANT: National Society of 
Professional Engineers

CASE BAR #2016-00433
Request for partial demolition at  
324 S Pitt Street
APPLICANT: Jeff Fissell and 
Meredith Forbes

CASE BAR #2016-00434
Request for alterations at  324 S Pitt Street
APPLICANT: Jeff Fissell and 
Meredith Forbes

CASE BAR #2016-00441
Request for partial demolition at  
103 Queen Street
APPLICANT: Kathy and Charlie 
Allegrone
CASE BAR #2016-00442

Request for alterations at  
103 Queen Street
APPLICANT: Kathy and Charlie 
Allegrone

CASE BAR #2016-00444
Request for alterations at  
100 Quay Street
APPLICANT: Magaly Galdo-Hirst 
and Thompson M. Hirst

CASE BAR #2016-00436
Request for alterations at  
682 N Saint Asaph Street
APPLICANT: Sunday in Saigon

CASE BAR #2016-00437
Request for partial demolition and 
capsulation at 807 Duke Street
APPLICANT: Chris and Heather Leins

CASE BAR #2016-00438
Request for an addition at  
807 Duke Street
APPLICANT: Chris and Heather Leins

CASE BAR #2016-00439
Request for partial demolition at  
115 N Fairfax Street
APPLICANT: Landon Holden

CASE BAR #2016-00440
Request for alterations at  
115 N Fairfax Street
APPLICANT: Landon Holden

CASE BAR #2017-00001
Request for partial demolition and 
capsulation at 1208 Prince Street
APPLICANT: Cole & Denny 
Architects

CASE BAR #2017-00002
Request for an addition at  
1208 Prince Street
APPLICANT: Cole & Denny 
Architects

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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there when it counts

Are you considering a  
New Home in the New Year?
McEnearney.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 South Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

Maybe you are thinking of making a move in the spring or summer. The truth is, it’s never too early 
to get the information you need to start planning. 

If you, a family member, or friend, need a caring, competent, and informed real estate professional 
to trust when buying or selling, call a McEnearney Associate for information and help on making 
decisions that are right for you. We’re there when it counts.

Old Town
$6,200,000
301saintasaph.mcenearney.com

Braddock Heights
$2,095,000
2416ridgeroad.mcenearney.com

Old Town
$1,198,000
715potomac.mcenearney.com

Delta
$1,049,000
3713taft.mcenearney.com

Belle Haven
$964,000
1921belfield.mcenearney.com

Wellington Heights
$995,000
7614holiday.mcenearney.com

Old Town
$769,500
114wolfe.mcenearney.com

Stonegate
$664,900
2531gadsby.mcenearney.com

Waynewood
$599,950
915croton.mcenearney.com

Arch Hall
$524,900
655columbus.mcenearney.com

Northampton Place
$372,500
3101hampton1112.mcenearney.com

Port Royal
$182,000
801pitt205.mcenearney.com


