
Northern Defense In-
dustries, Inc., to receive 
assistance with interna-
tional trade
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership an-
nounced last month that a lo-
cal business was one of nine 
in the state selected to take 
part in its Virginia Leaders in 
Export Trade program.
 South Washington Street-
based Northern Defense Indus-
tries, Inc. will spend two years in 
the program, which is designed 
to help companies committed to 
expanding international exports. 
NDI is one of 269 companies in 
the state to have been selected for 

the VALET program since it be-
gan in 2002.
 NDI is part of the AMS 
Group, which provides tech-
nology and logistical support 
to commercial, defense and se-
curity clients. It is regarded as 
an industry leader in maritime, 
coastal and critical infrastruc-
ture security. It specializes in 
the design, test, installation 
and management of fully inte-
grated air, land, sea and under-
water security systems. 

 New participants in the pro-
gram have access to $30,000 
in reimbursement funds from 
commonwealth coffers. The 
program provides its partici-
pants with assistance from a 
team of experienced interna-
tional service providers to help 
meet their international goals. 
 That team includes attorneys, 
web designers, bankers, transla-
tors, accountants and freight for-
warders, available free of charge 
or at reduced rates.
 “The VALET program puts 
participating companies on the 
fast track to international busi-
ness growth by connecting 
them with the necessary tools 
for successful export sales,” said 

Paul Grossman, vice president 
of international trade at VEDP, 
in a statement. “Since its incep-
tion in 2002, the program has 
worked with nearly 270 busi-
nesses to accelerate their inter-
national sales growth. We are 
happy to welcome NDI to VA-
LET and look forward to work-
ing with them over the course of 
the next two years.”
 NDI president Robert Jans-
sen said the company already 
does business in Mexico and 
has worked in both east and 
west Africa, while it is look-
ing to expand into Colombia, 
Israel and additional Middle 
Eastern countries. 
 Janssen said NDI’s domestic 

sales also remain strong. 
They have provided services 
to the Naval Undersea War-
fare Center under a contract 
with the U.S. Navy and have 
worked with defense company 
Northrop Grumman among 
others. Janssen said NDI has 
been able to establish itself 
as part of a trade mission to 
Mexico representing Virginia 
and  that he hopes to expand 
its business in that country.
 “We’ve already had numer-
ous teleconferences with our 
program manager that’s sup-
porting us in Virginia and my 
team down in Mexico to meet 

Former school board 
chairwoman to hold 
45th district campaign 
kick-off event Saturday
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Former Alexandria City 
School Board chairwoman 
Karen Graf announced Mon-
day she will challenge for the 
Democratic nomination to the 
Virginia House of Delegates 
seat in the 45th district.
 Graf will run in the Demo-
cratic primary on June 13 against 
incumbent first-term Delegate 
Mark Levine. She served on the 
nonpartisan school board for the 
past five years, including four as 
chairwoman.
 The district encompasses 
sections of Arlington and Fair-
fax counties as well as part of 
the city of Alexandria. Graf 
said with the changes at the fed-

eral level under recently elected 
President Donald Trump and the 
impending election for governor 
in Virginia, she wanted to help 
uphold Democratic policies in 
the General Assembly.
 She also pointed to the ap-
pointment of Betsy DeVos as 
Trump’s secretary of education 
as one example of a recent event 
that motivated her to run. De-
Vos has been criticized in some 
quarters for favoring charter 
schools and voucher programs 
over public education, and had 
a rocky road to confirmation in 
the U.S. Senate.
 “I feel like if I can get 
down to Richmond and con-
vince our state legislators to 
at least hold the line on really 
good policies and laws that 
are already in place instead of 
dismantling or eroding them, 
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”

“Be Who You Are  
and Be That Well.”

—St. Francis de Sales

Georgetown Visitation students 
become their best selves by 
discovering their God-given gifts 
and using them for others, preparing 
them for exceptional lives in college 
and beyond.
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I would be serving our com-
munity tenfold,” Graf said. 
“Until we pass the phase that 
we are in, this is really what 
compelled me to get involved. 

I just can’t stand on the side-
lines on this one.”
 She said her efforts that 
helped prevent Jefferson-Hous-
ton School from falling under 

state control were among her 
most rewarding as school board 
chairwoman, and helped her 
build relationships regardless 
of party affiliation. In 2014, 
Jefferson-Houston failed to 
meet state accreditation stan-
dards three years in a row, and 
was under threat from state 
takeover by the Opportunity 
Educational Institution.
 Graf lobbied against the 
OEI alongside then-Delegate 
Rob Krupicka (D-45), and the 
body was declared unconsti-
tutional that same year.
 “I think that’s really one 
of the assets that I can give to 
our voters: I really value the 
relationships, which give way 
to the right decision-making 
and policy,” Graf said. “That’s 
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Former Alexandria City School Board chairwoman Karen Graf an-
nounced  Monday she will run for the Democratic nomination in the 
45th district of the House of Delegates.
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Great opportunity to live & love 
Old Town! On a corner lot, huge 
kitchen, hardwood floors, and 
2-car garage. Walk, bike, metro!
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $1,100,000     

Stylish, mid-century modern home 
in the Overlook.  Two fireplaces, 
vaulted ceilings and just minutes 
to BRAC, Pentagon and DC. 4 
Bedrooms, 3 Baths

ALEXANDRIA  $799,000     

Barcroft Forest fixer-upper ready 
for renovations! Two level, brick 
home located in the heart of 
everything.  Imagine what YOU can 
do here! 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

ARLINGTON $549,000 

9th floor corner unit w/ soaring 
windows, a well-appointed 
kitchen, plus separate dining area 
and den.  One block from Gallery 
Place/China Town metro station.

WASHINGTON, DC $489,900     

MCLEAN $289,900     

Live in an award winning, gated 
community! End unit with new 
flooring, fresh paint, six panel 
doors, and renovated master bath. 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

CULPEPPER $299,900     

Home with mountain views tucked 
away on a cul-de-sac! You will love 
the gourmet kitchen, huge master 
suite, and location near club house 
and pool. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $237,500     

Belle View condo with spacious 
rooms, updated kitchen, laminate 
flooring and plantation shutters.  
Near shopping & restaurants.   
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Leesburg Country Club beauty!  
New siding, windows, and carriage 
style garage door giving you the 
curb appeal your new neighbors 
already envy. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

Ask UsHow!

Thinking of a new home? You can

SAVE  up to  $10,000
in closing costs.*

LEESBURG $489,900     
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Happy Valentine’s Day
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Experience
the art of 
Jewelry

 The Office of Historic 
Alexandria announced last 
month it appointed Liz Wil-
liams as director of the city-
owned and operated Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum.
 Williams succeeds Gretch-
en Bulova, who was promoted 
to deputy director of OHA last 
year. She has been employed 
at the office since 2004, and 
served as acting director for 
the past year. She was also 
assistant director at Gadsby’s 
Tavern and the Stabler-Lead-
beater Apothecary Museums 
for over a decade.
 “In her exceptional service 
to OHA museums over the 
years, Liz Williams has con-

sistently exceeded expecta-
tions through her knowledge 
and commitment,” said OHA 
director Lance Mallamo in a 

statement. “The city of Al-
exandria looks forward to 
her continued guidance and 
leadership in maintaining the 
highest levels of excellence, 
and best practices in the mu-
seum profession at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum.”
 Williams previously worked 
as associate director for busi-
ness operations and as busi-
ness manager at Woodlawn 
and Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Pope-Leighey House in Fairfax 
County. Earlier, she worked as 
a program assistant at the head-
quarters of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation in 
Washington, D.C.

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

Liz Williams named Gadsby’s Tavern Museum director

 A record number of city 
eateries are slated to par-
ticipate in Alexandria Winter 
Restaurant Week, to be held 
February 17 through 26.
 For 10 days and two week-
ends, 70 restaurants will offer 
a $35 three-course dinner for 
one or a $35 dinner for two. 
More than 30 restaurants will 
also offer lunch deals at $10, 
$15 or $20 per person in addi-

tion to the dinner specials.
 Joining Alexandria Win-
ter Restaurant Week are five 
newly-opened restaurants: 
Vola’s Dockside Grill, Hen 
Quarter, Live Oak, Northside 
10 and BurgerFi, as well as 
first-time participants Cafe 
Pizzaiolo, Dos Amigos and 
Hawwi Ethiopian Restaurant.
 The event looks to show-
case the inventiveness of lo-

cal chefs in neighborhoods 
throughout the city, including 
Old Town, Del Ray, Carlyle 
and the West End.
 For more information, to 
view city tourism author-
ity Visit Alexandria’s menu 
flip-book and to make reser-
vations, visit www.alexandri-
arestaurantweek.com.

- Chris Teale

Winter Restaurant Week to begin next week

Liz Williams

NEW LISTING                 OLD TOWN

~ Open House ~ 
Sunday, February 12 

2 to 4 pm

Sensational location near the 
Potomac. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
and wonderful, natural light.

$795,900.

Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440
w w w.diannhicks.com

~ 822 South Royal Street ~

 
     On the morning of January 
31, a 46-year-old man suf-
fered a sudden cardiac arrest 
on the platform at Braddock 
Road Metro station and col-
lapsed. But almost immedi-
ately, he was helped by Metro 
Transit Police Officer Joanne 
Dill and Debra Anderson, a 
good Samaritan nearby. The 
pair administered CPR, then 
Dill used the station’s Auto-
matic External Defibrillator to 
establish an effective heart 
rhythm. Medics from the Alex-
andria Fire Department’s Sta-
tion 205 then arrived on the 
scene to take over saving the 
man’s life before he was taken 
to INOVA Alexandria Hospital. PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

‘IT REALLY DID TAKE A VILLAGE TO SAVE HIS LIFE’

     At a ceremony Tuesday at the station, his sister-in-law Stacey Hudson Padova (pictured) thanked 
those who helped, and encouraged others to learn how to save lives using CPR. “In this case of Chris, 
it really did take a village to save his life,” she said. “A village of remarkable, dedicated people, and we 
can never thank you enough.”
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 A man robbed a 
bank on Jefferson Da-
vis Highway on Mon-
day morning, but after 
fleeing threw some 
evidence on a street in 
Arlington.
 Officers from the 
Alexandria Police De-
partment responded 
to the Navy Federal 
Credit Union at 3725 
Jefferson Davis High-
way at 9:17 a.m. Feb-
ruary 6 after reports of 
a robbery.
 Department spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal 
said a male suspect 
entered the bank and 
passed the teller a note 
demanding money. The 
teller complied, then the 
suspect fled in a vehicle 
with an undisclosed amount of 
cash. There were no injuries.
 The suspect is described 
as a white male, between ap-
proximately 6-foot-1 and 
6-foot-3 tall with a thin build. 
He was wearing a black coat, 
blue jeans, a black hat and dark 

aviator-style sunglasses.
 After fleeing the scene, 
traffic cameras at the inter-
section of South Glebe Road 
and South Eads Street show 
police blocking the area after 
the man threw some of the 

evidence into the 
middle of the street. 
Nosal confirmed 
that the man did 
not throw cash into 
the roadway She 
did not specify the 
evidence discarded, 
but said the suspect 
is not currently tied 
to any other area 
bank robberies.
    Arlington police 
collected the items 
in the roadway and 
ended the road clo-
sure by 10 a.m. that 
day. Nosal had no 
further updates on 
the investigation as 
of press time.
     The FBI is offer-
ing a reward of up 
to $5,000 for infor-

mation that leads to the identi-
fication, arrest, and conviction 
of the suspect.
 Alexandria police ask that 
anyone with information about 
this incident call Detective Brad 
Cecchetti at 703-746-6858.

- Chris Teale

 A man had narcotics sto-
len at knifepoint in a robbery 
at the intersection of North 
Pickett Street and Holmes Run 
Parkway last week.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department 
responded to the area on the 

West End at approximately 
4:16 p.m. February 1 after re-
ports of the robbery.
 Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said four sus-
pects stole personal items from 
the victim, and that one sus-
pect brandished a knife. There 

were no injuries, she said.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-
emergency number at 703-
746-4444.

- Chris Teale

Man robs bank on Jefferson Davis Highway

Man robbed at knifepoint near Holmes Run Parkway

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
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Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
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why I really feel that this is 
an opportunity for a different 
kind of style down there. I’m 
not sure that firebrand or gre-
nade throwing is really going 
to benefit the constituents at 
the end of the day. It has to be 
deeper than that.”

 Colleagues on the school 
board praised Graf’s leader-
ship surrounding Jefferson-
Houston, which is in the third 
year of a three-year program 
to regain full accreditation.
 “I’ve always been impressed 
with her attention to detail, her 
interest in how Alexandria is 
impacted by decisions made 

at the state level in Richmond, 
and she demonstrated that in her 
leadership in standing up for lo-
cal solutions and local control 
and the improvements we’ve 
been making at Jefferson-Hous-
ton,” said school board member 
Chris Lewis. “That was a local 
and state combination discus-
sion, and we were all involved in 

GRAF                   FROM | 1

it, but she was chair at the time 
and was leading our interactions 
with state officials.”
 Graf said she intends to be 
an advocate for Northern Vir-
ginia, which she said has been 
unfairly targeted at times by 
legislators from other parts of 
the commonwealth. She cited 
this year’s legislative session, 
when state Senators looked to 
force the city’s sewage system 
to stop polluting the Potomac 
River in three-and-a-half years 
with the threat of Alexandria 
losing all state funding.
 But Graf said the biparti-
san nature of that legislation, 
which had Republicans and 
Democrats voting in favor of a 
pro-environmental bill, could 
be a blessing for her if elected. 
She said such issues can bring 
compromise across party lines. 
Graf cited health care, with the 
ongoing federal discussions 
about repealing and replacing 
the Affordable Care Act, as an-
other issue that lends itself to 
bipartisan solutions.
 “Most of my debate has been 
non-partisan, so I’m going to go 
into my first couple of conver-
sations finding that common 
ground and trying to see where 
we can move the needle despite 
party,” Graf said. “It’s not inter-
esting to me to hold party lines. 
It’s interesting to me to have 
good policy.”
 Alexandria Democratic 
Committee chairman Clar-
ence Tong said a competitive 
primary challenge in June will 
help energize voter turnout for 

November’s general election. 
Tong said the ADC has seen in-
creased membership since last 
year’s presidential election, and 
that they will look to take ad-
vantage of more participation.
 “Having opportunities like 
competitive primaries, and this 
is not only for the 45th district 
but also in our governor’s race 
and lieutenant governor’s race 
and other elections, helps keep 
those people energized and doing 
productive things for our party,” 
Tong said. “One of the things 
after the primary, we want all 
Democrats to come together, and 
it’s very important that we build a 
strong organization and are able 
to turn out the vote.”
 Geoff Skelley, an analyst 
with the University of Virginia 
Center for Politics, said it is un-
surprising that Levine will face 
a primary challenge, given the 
fragmented nature of his 2015 
win and the lack of an apparent 
Republican challenge.
 That year, Levine bested 
four primary competitors, but 
only won 27.82 percent of the 
vote, en route to replacing the 
retiring Krupicka. He was un-
opposed in the general election.
 “When you’ve got such 
heavily Democratic districts, 
I guess it’s not that surprising 
that you might have some pri-
mary challenges,” Skelley said. 
“A primary challenge actually 
being successful is often sur-
prising, but when you have one 
party really overwhelmingly 
controlling a district, all the ac-
tion is on that side.”

Most of my 
debate has 

been non-partisan, 
so I’m going to go 
into my first couple 
of conversations 
finding that common 
ground and trying 

to see where we can move the needle 
despite party. It’s not interesting to me 
to hold party lines. It’s interesting to 
me to have good policy.”
- Karen Graf, Former chairwoman, Alexandria City School Board
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with Mexican delegations to 
ensure that when we go down 
there, I’m not only going down 
there as NDI or the AMS 
Group or an individual com-
pany, I’m going down there as 
part of a Virginia delegation,” 
Janssen said. “What VEDP 
brings to us is a level of com-
mitment and an added sense of 
legitimacy as we’re talking to 
foreign nations.”
 Janssen said his team will 
work with VEDP to set specific 
goals and put together a com-
prehensive plan of action once 
they explore potential synergies 
between their company and the 
state organization. 
 “I’m really appreciative of 
being selected, but also partici-
pating in a level of commitment 
and support from the state of 
Virginia as well,” Janssen said. 
“It’s going to be a really neat 
partnership and I’m very confi-
dent that at the end of the two-
year period, we will have the 
requisite increase in revenue and 
market space that we were hop-
ing for in the very beginning.”
 Stephanie Landrum, presi-
dent and CEO of the Alexandria 

Economic Development Partner-
ship, said the program is one of a 
number of things AEDP recom-
mends companies take part in to 
help grow their revenue.
 “It gives them some more 
stability, especially for compa-
nies like those in the defense 
industry, as the majority of 
their revenue and sales tend to 
come from one entity,” Lan-
drum said. “In general, most 
companies and organizations 
are always trying to diversify 
so that they’re less at risk of los-
ing their contract or when they 
do lose a contract that it doesn’t 
devastate the business.”
 NDI is not the first city-based 
business to take part in the VA-
LET program. Landrum pointed 
to the success of Lansinoh Lab-
oratories, Inc. on North Fairfax 
Street, which signed an agree-
ment with MEXEX to distrib-
ute its breastfeeding products 
in Mexico. 
 MEXEX is a group of Mex-
ican companies that specialize 
in manufacturing, distributing 
and selling products for in-
fants. Lansinoh’s products are 
now available in more than 60 
countries.
 In addition, ThinkFun, Inc. 

and Trinity Applied Strategies 
Corporation both were part of 
the VALET class of 2013. The 
former is based on Cameron 
Street, and makes logic puzzles 
and games to help parents make 
learning fun for their children 
while teaching thinking skills. 
 The latter provides security 
and risk management services 
to governments and corpora-
tions throughout the world 
from its headquarters on North 
Fairfax Street.
 State officials say such 
an emphasis on international 
trade in addition to strong do-
mestic growth has been a great 
benefit to Virginia’s economy.
 “My administration is 
committed to helping existing 
Virginia businesses succeed 
in the international market-
place, making our economy 
even stronger,” said Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe (D) in a statement 
last month when several com-
panies graduated from the pro-
gram. “International trade is a 
key part of my strategic plan to 
spur private sector job creation 
and build a new Virginia econ-
omy, and the VALET program 
has been an important catalyst 
for that private sector growth.”

Private Showings By Appointment 
Contact Gina Baum 703-338-1557
Gina Baum, Realtor, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist (CLHMS) 
Ginabaum@kw.com

|  Keller Williams Realty Alexandria Old Town  |

Premier Builder,
Wakefield Homes

Nearly a 1,000 sq. ft. 
on Each Floor

Off-Street Parking for 2 years 

 OPEN SUNDAY  •  2-4 PM
205 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET

Priced to Sell at $1,895,000

NDI                      FROM | 1

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 
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Visit your neighborhood branch today! 

burkeandherbertbank.com
703.684.1655 

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Logo Guidlines Blue:  PMS 648 C (PC) 4C:  100c / 62m /    0y / 52k
 Gold:  PMS 457 C (PC) 4C:     6c / 23m / 97y / 26k
Logotype:   CG Futura Maxi Demi   Ampersand: CG Futura Maxi Book    Tagline: Futura Heavy

FOR USE ON COATED STOCK

If using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logo size 2.

What’s 
your 
different?

Minimum deposit to open $25. ©2017 Burke & Herbert Bank.

Bank to a 
    different

              beat

Local business is 
our sweet spot.

Our bankers 
are here to help.

Here’s our 
different:
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Happy Valentine’s Day

        KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Closed Sundays

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.

Store Location 
106 North  

Saint Asaph Street  
Alexandria, VA 

Show Him 
Some 
Love 

!

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 

Sunday 12pm - 5pm 
703-664-0585

www.tsaltstyle.com

          •SECRID cc holders 

• E
lectro

nic tra
vel  

   p
ieces by SKIT, SAXX

• Sugarfina

  Sweets

• Fulton & Roark  
   award winning  
   cologne

• Lucky Bastard  
   products for men

House of Delegates 
plan criticized for 
stifling competition 
among providers
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The city’s municipal broad-
band Internet initiative could 
be under threat in the Virginia 
House of Delegates, which ad-
vanced a bill opponents say 
curbs competition for cable 
companies.
 Introduced by Delegate 
Kathy Byron (R-22) and called 
the Virginia Broadband Deploy-
ment Act, the legislation looks 
to make it easier to bring broad-
band Internet to underserved 
rural areas and strictly regulate 
municipalities that try to create 
their own broadband systems.
 The bill passed the full 
House on Tuesday by a 72-24 
margin, with one abstention. As 
part of the General Assembly’s 

General Assembly bill threatens Internet initiative
so-called “crossover” period that 
began yesterday where passed 
bills are heard by the other cham-
ber, it will now be debated by the 
Virginia State Senate.
 Alexandria’s own broad-
band Internet initiative gath-
ered steam last year, after city 
officials issued a request for 
information and received 10 re-
sponses from companies in the 
private sector. 
 Initially, the city would 
look to build a fiber optic net-
work to connect city facilities 
like schools, libraries and rec-
reation centers. Private com-
panies could then rent use of 
the fiber infrastructure and 
provide service to residential 
and commercial users in a 
public-private partnership.
 Advocates for the broad-
band initiative said Byron’s bill 
would make it difficult for the 
government to help open up the 
market to competition.  Instead, 
existing monopolies would re-
main in place. 
 Currently, only Comcast 
holds a franchise agreement to 
provide cable Internet, televi-

sion and telephone in the city. 
That contract was extended last 
year.
 “This is an effort to get rid 
of competition and prevent 
competition from sprouting 
up,” said Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson. “This is a dangerous 
bill in my view, and certainly 
anybody who likes the lack of 
consumer choice and the lack 
of competition that currently 
exists will love this bill.”
 But proponents of the bill 
say it prioritizes providing 
broadband Internet to the areas 
of the state where it is lacking. 
A revised version passed the 
House Committee on Com-
merce and Labor by an 11-9 
margin on February 2.
 The Richmond-based Vir-
ginia Cable Telecommunica-
tions Association, which lob-
bies the General Assembly on 
cable television and telecom-
munications, supports Byron’s 
bill. In a letter posted on its 
website, VCTA president Ray 
LaMura said the priority must 
be unserved areas.
 “The VCTA believes that the 

General Assembly should de-
bate and establish a state policy 
to determine if local govern-
ments should be risking public 
dollars to build duplicative net-
works competing with the pri-
vate sector that it also regulates, 
taxes and serves as the gate-
keeper to the rights of way used 
to deploy broadband,” LaMura 
wrote. “[There] are still Virgin-
ians, mostly in rural areas, with-
out broadband service. As such, 
taxpayer funds should be priori-
tized for getting these residents 
broadband service, not building 
more broadband to people and 
businesses that already have it.”
 Wilson noted that the bill 

has not been subject to party-
line voting, as is so often the 
case in the House of Delegates, 
with legislators voting for and 
against regardless of their party 
affiliation. He said that it ap-
peared many delegates wanted 
the government to be involved 
in promoting broadband Inter-
net and competition.
 “I think particularly in some 
of the rural areas of the state, 
there is a realization that without 
public involvement in some of 
these things, they’re just not go-
ing to see the kind of broadband 
deployment that is really essen-

SEE INTERNET | 12
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Our services for individuals and families include:

•   Income tax planning

•   Trust and estate tax planning and preparation

•   Gift tax planning and preparation

•   Planning for multi-state transactions

•   Assistance in responding to the IRS and state tax notices

•   Assistance with court filings for estates

•   Charitable contribution planning

•   Tax planning with IRAs and employer retirement plans

•   Tax tips and tax benefits for higher education

•   Representation before tax authorities

Forget cookie cutter tax services. 
We’ll do yours from scratch.

We were awarded Alexandria’s Medium Business 
of the year, because we ensure you get what you 

need with our custom tax services. 



Brewing up a storm
Portner Brewhouse to 
celebrate Robert  
Portner’s pre-Prohibition 
watering hole
BY CHRIS TEALE

 In 1869, German immi-
grant Robert Portner opened a 
brewery in Alexandria, on the 
site of what is now the Trader 
Joe’s grocery store in North 
Old Town.
 Portner, who hailed from 
Germany’s Westphalia region, 
first settled in New York but 
headed south after a few years. 
He first opened a series of gro-
cery stores before noticing that 
troops stationed in Alexandria 
during the Civil War liked to 
drink beer at the end of the 
day. The entrepreneurial Port-
ner looked to take advantage 
of that desire, and his brewery 
was soon born.
 It became the largest brew-
ery in the southeastern United 
States, but was forced to close 

in 1916, 10 years after Portner’s 
death, when Virginia enacted 
its statewide Prohibition on al-
cohol. All that survives are the 
old brick facades, while his bot-
tling plants are now condo and 
office buildings around North 

St. Asaph Street.
 But Portner’s business and 
his recipes have been revived 
by two of his descendants: his 
great-great-granddaughters 
Margaret and Catherine Port-
ner. The Portner Brewhouse is 

Margaret (left) and Catherine (right) Portner will open the Portner Brew-
house later this month on the West End, a business with a nod to the 
family’s past brewery in North Old Town.

set to begin operations with a 
February 23 soft opening on 
Dow Avenue, on the ground 
level of the Modera Tempo 
apartment complex.
 And the new brewpub — 
the first in Alexandria — will 
feature a nod to the Portners’ 
past, as its four flagship pre-
Prohibition beers will be made 
using Robert Portner’s recipes. 
So when patrons sip the Portner 
Porter, the Vienna Cabinet La-
ger, the Cream Ale or Hofbrau 
Pilsner, the drinks will taste 
the same as they did in the old 
brewery. Other, newer creations 
will also be available, including 
seasonal selections.

 Finding those old recipes 
was a challenge for the Portner 
sisters, who said they combined 
their love of food and beer with 
a desire to open a business to-
gether. Typically, brew masters 
did not write down a method for 
making their concoctions, so it 
required some creative thinking 
a century on and a trip to the Li-
brary of Congress.
 “At that time, there was re-
ally one main brewer, so a lot 
of these recipes weren’t passed 
down on paper,” said Margaret 
Portner. “A lot of it was taught as 
a trade. So you’d come in as an 
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www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

www.bcjewelers.net

Turning 
men

into 
heart 

thieves
since 1953

Bradlee Shopping Center, 3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302  703-379-6010

Valentine’s Day
   FEBRUARY 14  

tial to economic growth in some 
of these areas,” Wilson said. “We 
take for granted having at least 
one option that is passable in 
some cases. You have parts of the 
state where there just isn’t that, or 
at least it’s very substandard.”

 In a statement, officials with 
the Alexandria Chamber of 
Commerce criticized the bill 
as stifling competition and pre-
venting economic development 
in rural and urban areas that 
can be sparked by strong Inter-
net offerings.
 “As currently written, [the 

bill] protects incumbent monop-
oly Internet providers from need-
ing to compete with communi-
ties trying to modernize their 
local broadband infrastructure,” 
chamber officials said. “By im-
posing barriers on local commu-
nities trying to create competi-
tion by investing public resources 

where private companies have 
not, [the bill] effectively kills 
competition, stifles economic 
development, and costs jobs.”
 According to a memo sent by 
city staff last March, the city’s 
broadband initiative would cost 
around $8 million. Michael 
Stewart, the city’s deputy fi-
nance director, said at the time 
that estimate was based on rough 
architectural assumptions on 
how more than 80 city facilities 
can be connected, the amount of 
cable required and the cost to dig 
up the road and install it.
 Funding is slated to come 
from a variety of sources, includ-
ing from the city’s capital budget. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission also awards grants 
under its E-Rate Modernization 

Program to connect schools and 
libraries to broadband.
 Wilson said given the ben-
efits of the broadband Internet 
initiative for all residents and 
businesses, it should be able 
to proceed without hindrance 
from the General Assembly.
 “I think that we have an op-
portunity to do a really excit-
ing public-private partnership 
to expand broadband here in 
the city, and the last thing we 
should be doing is restricting 
those kinds of opportunities,” he 
said. “I don’t know what prob-
lem this bill is seeking to solve, 
but it certainly creates a bunch 
of problems as it was originally 
proposed, and even with the 
amendments I’m deeply skepti-
cal what the purpose is.”

INTERNET           FROM | 9
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First wedding showcase 
next weekend to bring  
50 local vendors together
BY CHRIS TEALE

 A collection of around 50 
local vendors will come to-
gether next weekend as the 
city seeks to increase its vis-
ibility as a top wedding desti-
nation in the region.
 The first annual Alexandria 
Wedding Showcase will take 
place February 19 at the Westin 
Alexandria hotel in the Carlyle 
neighborhood, sponsored by 
the Westin, Engaged! Maga-
zine, Kimpton Hotels of Alex-
andria and tourism authority 
Visit Alexandria.
 The event has been in plan-
ning for around a year, and 
Visit Alexandria officials said 
it will offer far more than a 
standard wedding fair.
 “This isn’t a normal bridal 
show, in my opinion,” said Me-
gan Hosford, destination sales 
manager at Visit Alexandria. 
“I’ve been to a lot, and been 
a vendor at a lot of them. We 
have so much rich content and 
information. There are going 

to be cooking demonstrations, 
there are going to be cocktail 
mixologists, we’re going to 
have an expert panel. So the 
stage is going to be full almost 
the whole time.”
 In an email, event spokes-
man David Groobert said 
couples, families and wedding 

planners can visit the likes of 
bakeries, boutiques and cater-
ers; dress and tuxedo boutiques; 
entertainment providers; flo-
rists; photographers; venue rep-
resentatives; and transportation 
and other service providers.
 Groobert said the event was 
scheduled early in the year to 

take advantage of the trend of 
couples getting engaged during 
the holidays, which he said is 
when approximately one in four 
betrothals take place.
 Attendees will also be joined 
by local resident and television 
celebrity Monte Durham, co-
host and fashion director of “Say 
Yes To The Dress: Atlanta” on 
the TLC network. Durham will 
be a featured panelist during 
the event, and also assist in its 
partnership with Brides Across 
America, a national nonprofit 
that has gifted weddings and 
wedding gowns to military 

Dr. Gawande will address aging,  
living life with purpose, and how  
we can transform the possibilities  
for the later chapters of our lives.

You are Invited to a 
Free Event featuring

Dr. Atul Gawande
Author of Being Mortal
Via Live Streaming

Celebrating the 15th Anniversary  
of the Village Movement 

DATE:       Monday, February 13, 2017
TIME:       4:30pm – 6:30pm
WHERE:  Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
       1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria, Va

This event is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.
Seating is limited, so please RSVP by February 10 to the 

AHA office at (703) 231-0824 or by email at aha@athomeinalexandria.org.

Event to highlight city as wedding destination

The first annual wedding showcase will take place February 19 at 
The Westin Alexandria, and bring together around 50 local vendors 
and businesses while emphasizing the city’s attractiveness as a 
wedding destination.

SEE WEDDING | 29
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SPORTS
Cardinals rising in WCAC standings

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2016 and March 2017. 

Ask about 

our 10% 

winter painting 

discount! 

Ireton girls basketball 
stays in the playoff mix 
with Seton win
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Time after time Tuesday 
night, the ball made its way 
to Akunna Konkwo under the 
hoop, and almost immediately 
the 6-foot-3 sophomore center 
had to face two defenders.
 But her opponents’ efforts 
would largely be in vain, as 
Konkwo shrugged off their at-
tentions and helped the Bishop 
Ireton girls basketball team 
beat Washington Catholic Ath-

letic Conference opponent Eliz-
abeth Seton 55-48.
 Not only did Konkwo lead 
her team with a double-double 
of 27 points and 14 rebounds 
from near the basket, she also 
took advantage of the increased 
attention to swing the ball to 
the perimeter to open shooters. 
Her Ireton teammates then took 
advantage of the open shots to 
punish the Seton defense for 
leaving them unmarked.
 “If you are a good basket-

PHOTOS/CHRIS TEALE
Ireton center Akunna Konkwo (top) looks to pass to a teammate from under the basket Tuesday night 
against Elizabeth Seton. Konkwo had 27 points and 14 rebounds in the Cardinals’ 55-48 win. Cardinals 
guard Sydney Peters (below) looks for space. Peters scored 11 points in the win.

SEE IRETON | 15
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Every year we’ve gotten better and 
better. We’re excited about it, but 

we’re still hungry for more. We’re young, but 
we have some seniors who don’t want to quit 
yet and don’t want to end. They don’t really 
care about what’s going to happen next year, 
they care about what’s going to happen now, 
so they’re still hungry, which is great.”
- Jason Harris, Head coach, Bishop Ireton girls basketball

ball player and you can make 
a basket, you want to play on 
[Konkwo’s] team because she’s 
always commanding the double 
teams so somebody is always 
going to be open, based on how 
much attention she draws,” 
said Cardinals head coach Ja-
son Harris. “She’s good in the 
sense that she scores a lot, but 
she also draws a lot of attention 
and helps her teammates out. 
She’s very unselfish although 
she scores a lot of points.”
 For the players, having such 
an offensive weapon is helpful, 
especially one that dominates 
the glass and can post up de-
fenders after catching a high 
pass from a teammate.
 “You can just throw it up to 
her and she’ll get it and make 
the layup,” said Cardinals soph-
omore guard Sydney Peters.
 Ireton trailed only briefly 
in the early stages of the first 
quarter, then took the lead 
later in the period. The teams 
see-sawed back and forth dur-
ing the first half before Ireton 
pulled away for good. 
 At one stage in the first half, 
the Cardinals led by 10 points, 
but the Roadrunners came roar-
ing back late in the second quar-
ter on a 10-2 scoring run to level 
the tally at 24 apiece.
 In the closing stages of the 
first half, Ireton sophomore 
guard Symantha Shacklford 
nailed a three-pointer created 
by a double team on Konkwo 
to put the hosts back in the 
lead.
 “A lot of the times they dou-
ble-teamed Akunna, so some-
one just goes through the middle 
and they shoot a free shot and 
make it,” said Peters.

 That would be the closest 
Seton got to gaining the upper 
hand, as the Cardinals held off 
their opponents for the win, and 
avenged a 49-47 defeat to the 
same team earlier this season.
 “We needed a signature win 
in this league at home,” Harris 
said. “We got one on the road 
last week against Bishop McNa-
mara [by 62-57]. I felt like they 
came out, they were poised and 
handled the pressure really well, 
they were hungry and came 
away with the win.”
 Peters added 11 points for 
Ireton, while guard Kennedy 
Fairfax and forward Sydney 
Kennard both grabbed seven 
rebounds. Fairfax also had 
nine assists for the Cardinals. 
Seton’s scorers were led by ju-
nior guard Taylor Clayborne 
and senior guard Adrianne 
Hagood, who had 10 and 12 
points, respectively.
 The victory improved Ire-
ton’s record on the season to 
17-7 overall, and 8-7 in WCAC 
play. It also kept the Cardinals 
in fifth place in the conference 
standings, albeit ahead of a 
Bishop O’Connell squad that 
has played one game less at the 
time of writing. Ireton will re-
turn to action Friday at home 
against Archbishop Carroll.
 Having already recorded the 
most wins in program history, 
beating the team’s feat from two 
seasons ago during Harris’ first 
year in charge, the players are 
determined to keep pushing on.
 “Every year we’ve got-
ten better and better,” Harris 
said. “We’re excited about it, 
but we’re still hungry for more. 
We’re young, but we have some 
seniors who don’t want to quit 
yet and don’t want to end. They 
don’t really care about what’s 

Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms - $1130.00 - $1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Casual Elegant  
High Rise  

Apartment Living
* Controlled   
 access buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

*Balcony (Select Units)

*Office Hours:  
  Monday – Friday 
  9AM to 5PM and  
  Saturday 10AM – 2PM

*301-630-9500 
  Call for Rental  
  Information
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going to happen next year, they 
care about what’s going to hap-
pen now, so they’re still hungry, 
which is great.”
 The Cardinals are hope-
ful they can make a splash in 
the highly competitive WCAC 
postseason against a series of 
difficult opponents. With them 
likely to be the No. 5 or No. 6 

seed, Ireton would face a road 
trip against one of the higher-
ranked teams, but Harris said 
they are up to the task.
 “Anything’s possible for us 
right now,” Harris said. “We 
have no limitations on what 
we do, it doesn’t matter who 
we play. We had a really tough 
game against Paul VI [an 85-

54 loss on February 3], even 
though they beat us badly, we 
still played really well and to 
the best of our capabilities. It’s 
about us doing the best that we 
can, and not about what the 
other teams are doing. As long 
as we perform the best we can, 
we’re going to be happy what-
ever the results are.”
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FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 4, 2017

THE CONVERGENCE ARTS INITIATIVE 
PRESENTS the “Alexandria City High
School Art Exhibit,” a collaborative
event which highlights the artwork 
of students from Bishop Ireton, Epis-
copal High School, T.C. Williams, and
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School.
The exhibition features a diverse dis-
play of artwork in a variety of media.
ARTISTS RECEPTION: 
Saturday, February 11th 2017. 7pm – 9pm

www.ourconvergence.org

LOCATION:  The Gallery @ Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA
Gallery Hours: Fridays 10am – 5pm & Saturdays 10am – 4pm • 703-998-6260
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”

“Be Who You Are  
and Be That Well.”

—St. Francis de Sales

Georgetown Visitation students 
become their best selves by 
discovering their God-given gifts 
and using them for others, preparing 
them for exceptional lives in college 
and beyond.

EXPLORE OUR SCHOOL  

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, October 15, 1–4 p.m.

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
Wednesday, November 2, 6 p.m. 

Register for any and all  
at visi.org/admissions

An all-girls Catholic high school in Georgetown.

Learn more at visi.org
202.337.3350       /visidc

GV_AlexandriaTimesOct0616.indd   1 9/30/2016   5:18:30 PM

....

Grace Episcopal collects for 
mitten tree
 The students of Grace 
Episcopal School gave to the 
families of the New Neighbors 
English Language Learner 
program by collecting cold 
weather gear for the “Mitten 
Tree,” which was decorated 
with brand new hats, scarves, 
gloves, socks and mittens.
 Students in preschool 
through fifth grade adorned 
the “Mitten Tree” as items 

were donated for an out-
reach project that began on 
December 1, 2016. Over 115 
items were collected. Mar-
cia D’Arcangelo (far left), 
director of New Neighbors 
ELL and Family Literacy 
Program, and Grace Episco-
pal head of school Patti Cul-
breth (far right) are joined by 
students in front of the col-
lected items.

 On January 24, eighth grad-
ers from Alexandria Country 
Day School visited the offices 
of The Washington Post to 
hear from editorial board di-
rector Fred Hiatt and senior 
editorial writer Lee Hock-
stader about the hallmarks of 

the best editorials and to see 
the newsroom in action. They 
began with a tour of The Hub, 
where the writers responsible 
for the home page of The Post’s 
website and the front page of 
the print edition work together 
tracking real time metrics of 
web-based content on large 
screens and discuss upcoming 
stories and content layout.
 From there, Hiatt took the 
students to a conference room 
where he answered their ques-
tions as they prepared to write 
their own editorials on con-
troversial issues in their own 
communities. 
 When asked what the best 
editorials have in common, 
Mr. Hiatt said that they make 
an issue personal by sharing a 
real life story, they are care-
fully reported with accurate 

facts, they are on an issue that 
requires real change and they 
acknowledge the complexity 
of an issue by balancing re-
spect for the other perspective 
while coming down firmly 
with a definite opinion. 
 Hockstader shared the sto-
ry of an editorial series that 
he wrote exposing maltreat-
ment of the mentally ill in Vir-
ginia prisons that eventually 
led to the involvement of the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 
 “I want to work there!” said 
student Sarah Sullivan, while 
classmate Catherine Smeallie 
said that she had no idea The 
Post wrote an editorial in one 
day. Students said it was an 
exciting opportunity, and they 
are poised to take what they 
have learned and apply it to the 
writing of their own editorials.

ACDS eighth 
editorial writing 

Call today! 703-549-5067
www.graceschoolalex.org

3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA

Still Accepting  
Applications

ST. MARY’S 
STUDENTS 
GIVE GIFTS 
St. Mary’s Catholic School 
teachers Caroline Lang and 
Karla Perez dropped off snack 
bags and cards for Christ 
House. The snack bags and 
cards were assembled and cre-
ated by St. Mary’s students as 
part of Catholic Schools Week 
service project activities.

graders learn about 
at The Washington Post
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”

“Be Who You Are  
and Be That Well.”

—St. Francis de Sales

Georgetown Visitation students 
become their best selves by 
discovering their God-given gifts 
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 Browne Academy’s World 
Peace Game recently came to 
a victorious end, after middle 
school students spent several 
months playing as part of their 
enrichment curriculum. 
 The game board depicted 
four countries, and partici-
pants divided into teams repre-
senting each country. Over the 
course of the game, students 
worked through its crisis docu-
ment, which contained 50 in-
terlocking crises. 
 Teams were left to negotiate, 
establish budgets, make finan-
cial deals, allocate resources, 
fight wars and even deal with 
refugee crises. The goals of the 
game were to solve all 50 crises 

satisfactorily and also to achieve 
a higher gross domestic product 
than they had at the beginning. 
After the game’s “weather god-
dess” announced the successful 
conclusion, the room erupted in 
cheers and applause.
 It was the first year the game 
had been played at Browne 
Academy, which is one of only 
a few area schools to offer the 
complex and collaborative ac-
tivity. Nikki Cannavo, who 
teaches fifth and sixth grade 
history, brought the game to 
Browne and is facilitating its ex-
ecution. The game appealed to 
Cannavo, she said, because “it 
fits really well with Browne’s 
inquiry-based curriculum.”

Catch up,
get ahead,
or try something
new this summer!

Join us for an Open House!
February 21, 6:30pm - 8:00pm

6:30pm: Tour of Fusion Summer Programs

7:00pm: Ginny Conroy, Licensed Special Educator and Behavioral 
              Specialist, “Things You Must Know to Make Your Summer EPIC”

7:45pm: Meet Fusion teachers and learn more about summer options;   
              Q&A with Ginny Conroy after her presentation

For more information about our unique one-to-one classes and 
summer programs, visit FusionSummerClass.com.

Fusion Alexandria
FusionAlexandria.com
703.535.3130
333 John Carlyle Street, 
Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

 Three lower school stu-
dents at St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School spoke at the 
Episcopal Diocese of Vir-
ginia’s annual convention on 
January 27 in Reston, Va. to 
share design-thinking proj-
ects they created last year for 
Grandparents’ Day. 
 Bob Weiman, associ-
ate head of school and lower 
school director, and lower 
school teachers Jon Lamkay 
and Katie Hahn also presented 
at the convention.
 For the past four years, 
SSSAS’ third-grade students 
have used design thinking in 
conjunction with the service-
learning curriculum, which 
involves sharing their lives 
with the elderly in the com-
munity. Students visit a lo-
cal senior center, interview 
school alumni celebrating 
their 50th reunion and honor 
their grandparents with a mu-
sic-filled event. 
 At the heart of all these in-
teractions is the importance 
of stories, so after hearing se-
niors share their personal sto-
ries, students brainstorm ideas 
and design prototypes to solve 
the problems they uncovered. 
 “While the projects they 
create for others are varied, 
they all are awe-inspiring,” said 
Lamkay. “They do not have to 

be realistic, they just need to 
have a vision and a purpose. In 
doing so, they take inspiration 
from someone else’s story to 
write their very own narrative.”
 While at the convention, 
each fourth-grade student 
shared their story of using de-
sign thinking to enhance their 
grandparents’ experience at 
Grandparents’ Day. Catie de-
scribed her experience design-
ing and building an elevator 
to help her grandmother who 
has trouble walking. Tate cre-
ated an iPhone alarm clock 
to be sure his grandparents 
didn’t miss the breakfast buf-
fet, while Taylor designed a 
larger buffet so grandparents 
wouldn’t feel so crowded.
  The process for design-
thinking varies, but it typically 
consists of empathy through in-
terviewing for understanding, 
defining the problem, finding 
solutions, choosing a solution 
and then creating a prototype 
of it, testing the prototype and 
repeating the process.
  This year the school is ex-
panding this project with se-
niors in the community, and 
will include all third-grade 
classes in a cross-curricular 
approach alongside engineer-
ing concepts students are 
exploring in science. Third-
graders will identify a prob-

lem or need in a senior’s life 
and design or create a solu-
tion to that need. The project 
will culminate with a maker 
fair later this year to share 
their learning with the larger 
school community. 
 “Our hope is that our 
students become agents of 
change that help make our 
community more equitable for 
people of all ages,” said Hahn.

Browne Academy’s World 
Peace Game concludes

SSSAS students present at Episcopal Diocese 
of Virginia Convention
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 Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School has become 
one of only 650 schools in the 
United States to be designat-
ed a “Model Program” by the 
American School Counselor 
Association.
 The school’s program was 
recognized for its commit-
ment to delivering a compre-
hensive, data-driven school 
counseling program and 
an exemplary educational 
environment. Hammond 
joins George Washington 
Middle School as a Recog-
nized ASCA Model Program 
school. GW was the first 
ACPS school to receive the 
national designation last year.
 “This designation demon-
strates the school counseling 
department’s professional com-
mitment to work together to 
meet the unique needs of every 

student at Hammond,” said Al-
exandria City Public Schools’ 
director of school counseling 
Marcia Jackson. “It is the result 
of hard work and genuine com-
mitment by an awesome team.”
 Hammond’s 10 school 
counselors provide class-
room lessons, group counsel-
ing and individualized sup-
ports to students in grades 
six through eight. The Ham-
mond team is made up of 
Nicole Alestock, Christina 
Bevilacqua, Nicole Bonds, 
Erica Daniels, Cassandra 
Jackson, Katie Migliorini, 

Brent Rademacher, Kidist 
Square, Charrissa Washing-
ton and director of school 
counseling Denee Scott.
 “It is an honor to have 
earned this RAMP designa-
tion,” Scott said in a state-
ment. “It represents the 
dedication and commitment 
of our hard-working counsel-
ing team to our students and 
families each and every day.”
 The department will pub-
licly receive the honor dur-
ing a special ceremony at the 
ASCA’s annual conference in 
Denver, Colo. in July.

 Immanuel Lutheran School 
joined the nearly 2,300 
LCMS preschools, elemen-
tary schools and high schools 
throughout the country cel-
ebrating National Lutheran 
Schools Week from Janu-
ary 19 through 25.  
 The theme for this year, 
“Upon this Rock,” provided 
the opportunity for ILS stu-
dents, faculty and families to 
focus on community and team 
building, while also reflecting 
on the school’s place in the com-

munity for more than 70 years.
 Students enjoyed several fa-
vorite Lutheran Schools Week 
traditions, including Drop 
Everything and Read Day, 
Teacher Swap Day and Upper 
and Lower School Game Day. 
Additionally, upper school stu-
dents spent the week participat-
ing in team-building. They en-
gaged in a variety of fun House 
competitions including an en-
gineering challenge, a Peeps 
Diorama competition, a chess 
tournament and a Capture the 

Flag tournament.
 On Friday, students and 
families enjoyed the annual 
student-organized talent show. 
Student and faculty perform-
ers shared a variety of tal-
ents, including beautiful mu-
sic and performances from 
The Music Man. 
 A student-led concessions 
sale raised more than $400, 
and a spare change competi-
tion, with free will donations 
raising an additional $1,500 
for the ILS building fund.

Immanuel Lutheran School celebrates community 
during National Lutheran Schools Week

Francis C. Hammond Middle School receives national 
counseling award
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product of their effort.”

“Be Who You Are  
and Be That Well.”

—St. Francis de Sales

Georgetown Visitation students 
become their best selves by 
discovering their God-given gifts 
and using them for others, preparing 
them for exceptional lives in college 
and beyond.

EXPLORE OUR SCHOOL  

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, October 15, 1–4 p.m.

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
Wednesday, November 2, 6 p.m. 

Register for any and all  
at visi.org/admissions

An all-girls Catholic high school in Georgetown.

Learn more at visi.org
202.337.3350       /visidc
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”

“Be Who You Are  
and Be That Well.”

—St. Francis de Sales

Georgetown Visitation students 
become their best selves by 
discovering their God-given gifts 
and using them for others, preparing 
them for exceptional lives in college 
and beyond.
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PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
Wednesday, November 2, 6 p.m. 

Register for any and all  
at visi.org/admissions

An all-girls Catholic high school in Georgetown.

Learn more at visi.org
202.337.3350       /visidc

GV_AlexandriaTimesOct0616.indd   1 9/30/2016   5:18:30 PM

....

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
F E B R U A R Y  1 7-26

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
F E B R U A R Y  1 7-26

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
F E B R U A R Y  1 7-26



HOMES
DE NIRO FALLS FLAT IN “THE COMEDIAN” 
Robert De Niro’s latest movie, “The Comedian,” is 
nowhere near as funny as it should be, especially 
considering the cast and directing talent on display.

20 ARTS 22 CALENDAR
PREPARE FOR SPRING’S ARRIVAL 
There are a number of fantastic events for the 
whole family throughout Alexandria, including how 
to celebrate your Valentine’s evening.

The end of winter approaches, but Alexandria 
remains lively, especially in the evening hours.

23
GIVE YOUR HOME CURB APPEAL 
Create a stunning outside look with these handy 
hints and tips.

 WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM   

Times
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MISHA ENRIQUEZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off  

if the work is performed now through March 31st 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

home from the street with new 
eyes. “It doesn’t matter if your 
home’s worth is $50,000 or 
$500,000, how it looks from 
the street certainly affects the 
property’s value,” he says. 
“You don’t have to wait to sell 
it to spruce it up.”
FRONT DOOR
 The entryway to your home 
creates a first impression. The 

SEE STREET  | 21

 This is a meticulously main-
tained home on one of the best 
streets in the Beverly Hills 
neighborhood. This home has 
all the bells and whistles 
and loads of curb ap-
peal from the little picket 
fence in the front with 
a treat box for canine 
friends to the quaint shut-
ters, window boxes and 
many bird houses. These 
touches and more helped 
it win an award from the 
Alexandria Beautifica-
tion Commission.
 The property features 
beautiful landscaping along 
with mature oak trees and is 
on a flat lot located near Bev-
erly Park, a favorite for neigh-
borhood kids. The back yard 
features a screened-in porch 
with a ceiling fan where you 
can begin your mornings with 

coffee enjoying the birds and 
squirrels and your evenings 
unwinding with a glass of your 
favorite wine. 
 The back yard also contains 

a cute garden shed and play-
house as well as a screened-in 
back porch and a slate porch 
that is perfect for grilling. 
 With more than 3,000 
square feet of living space, 
the home boasts a spacious 
living room and dining room, 

an open kitchen with a family 
room and fireplace with ac-
cess to the back porches. There 
is also a half bathroom on the 

first floor as well as a 
room with coat closet 
that is perfect for a 
mudroom and has ac-
cess to the garage.
 Upstairs, there are 
four generously sized 
bedrooms and two 
full recently renovated 
bathrooms. The base-
ment boasts a wood 
burning fireplace and 
has a full bathroom, 

while there is plenty of storage 
space throughout the house 
with many extra closets and 
a garage with storage above. 
Come and see this beautiful 
property for yourself at an 
open house on Sunday  Febru-
ary 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

At a Glance:
Location:  705 Grand View Drive, Alexandria, VA 22305

Neighborhood: Beverly Hills

Price: $1,125,000

Square feet: 3,500

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 3.5

Year Built: 1940

Contact: Melissa Schultz  
(703-407-5847) and Ana Rivas-Beck  
(703-772-3526), Weichert Old Town, 
anaandmelissa@gmail.com, 
www.anaandmelissa.com

A beautiful and spacious Beverly Hills home
HOME OF THE WEEK

Hone your home to have 
a smart exterior look
BY MARY G. PEPITONE

 Creating street appeal is 
a wise investment that often 
requires brains and brawn, 
but not necessarily a big bud-
get, says Jeffrey Fick of Fick 
Bros. in Baltimore. Named 
the National Association of 
the Remodeling Industry 2014 
Contractor of the Year award 
winner for residential exteri-

ors, Fick Bros. is a century-old 
company spanning four gen-
erations.
 “With the new year, people 
are making personal reso-
lutions to look better. Why 
wouldn’t you do the same 
for your home?” Fick says. 
“Spring is right around the 
corner, and freshening up the 
front of the home is in the air.”
 Fick encourages homeown-
ers to try and look at their 

Details like fish scale shingles and eyebrow moldings (top) make this 
home a showstopper. This home has a cozy family room (bottom) with 
built-in bookshelves and a fireplace.

On the property, the fenced-in back yard in-
cludes a spacious shed and playhouse.

PHOTO/BALDWIN HARDWARE
A well-designed door-
knob on an exterior 
door has to pull dou-
ble duty: It not only 
looks stylish; it also 
has to help provide 
a level of security. 
This striking Baldwin 
Hardware Soho han-
dle-set sets the tone 
for what’s inside this 
contemporary home 
and retails for $455.

The  key to curb appeal
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 When at the front door, a 
visitor’s first point of contact 
is the doorbell or knocker, so 
give the uninspired buzzer the 
ding-dong ditch. One of the 
most overlooked components 
to a front door’s decor, a deco-
rative doorbell ringer or door-
knocker can be an inexpensive 
upgrade to the front of a home, 
starting under $100. A door-
bell or doorknocker is also a 
small but mighty motif fore-
shadowing a personal sense of 
style found inside the home.
ILLUMINATING STYLE
 Shed new light on the front 
of a home by creating a warm, 
inviting atmosphere with new 

light fixtures. Fick says swap-
ping out old lighting is an easy 
fix, but it’s important to choose 
fixtures that coordinate with 
the door’s hardware and com-
plement a home’s architectural 
style. Light fixtures used out-
side should also be rated by the 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL 
Wet) to be safe when exposed to 
the elements.
INTO THE GUTTERS
 While gutters and down-
spouts serve important func-
tions, these elements are also 
architectural details that run the 
perimeter of the house. Whether 
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www.gereli.com  |  703.339.0300

Custom Design
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors

• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential &
  Commercial

Free Estimates

    Their Dream Kitchen.
This Valentines, Give Your Loved One What They REALLY Want...
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Bonded    Brothers ~
Babe & B.K. are hoping for a home together,   
as they’ve always been. Tortoise and ginger 

in color, it’s all the same to them.

These boys are a bit older, and so  
finding the right home is easier;  

they will go with the flow.

Stop by the Shelter to say hello;  
you won’t want to say goodbye.

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
703-746-4774

THANK YOU

front door pulls double duty. It 
welcomes guests, yet protects 
a household from intruders. 
Fick says a fresh coat of paint 
on the front door works won-
ders for the front facade.
 Your home design can take 
a turn for the better when you 
get a grip on the door’s hard-

ware, too. A decorative exterior 
handset will open the door to a 
home’s design, and swapping 
out an old doorknob for a new 
one can make for a grand en-
trance. The doorknob is, in turn, 
both functional and ornamental.
 But, if the welcome has 
been worn out on your home’s 
front door, it might be time 
for an upgrade. Today’s doors 

are becoming more warp-
resistant, energy-efficient and 
secure. Fick says to take cues 
from the existing door’s size 
and style for an appropriate 
replacement. Fiberglass doors 
with a foam core are one of the 
most popular choices when re-
placing an old front door, with 
costs starting under $1,000.
RING IN SPRING

PHOTO/PELLA WINDOWS AND DOORS
Open the door to good design by focusing on your home’s entryway. Pella’s Craftsman Collection of wood 
entry doors creates a warm, inviting atmosphere before visitors even step inside.

SEE STREET  | 25
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Unfunny things happen 
on the way to this mess 
starring Robert De Niro
BY RICHARD ROEPER

 With “The Comedian” ar-
riving in theaters, it’s safe 
to say I now have only nine 
spaces left on my list of the 10 
Worst Movies of 2017.
 What’s more painful than 
watching a comedian bomb 
onstage in a live performance? 
Watching one of the greatest 
actors of all time bomb play-
ing a comedian who is shock-
ingly unfunny onstage, and an 
offensive boor offstage.
 Some 35 years after Robert 
De Niro delivered one of his 
most memorable and one of 
his most admirably unsettling 
performances as the deranged 
wannabe comedian/late-night 
host Rupert Pupkin in Martin 
Scorsese’s “The King of Com-
edy,” De Niro plays a bitter, mis-
anthropic, thoroughly unlikable 
stand-up comic named Jackie 

Burke in “The Comedian.”
 Pupkin was crazier. Burke 
is infinitely less interesting.
 At times over the last 20 
years, the great De Niro has 
clearly phoned in his perfor-
mances. Not here. He pours 
himself into the role of Jackie, 
and every once in a while, a 
spark of brilliance flies off the 
screen, despite the flat material.
 Mostly, though, I was em-
barrassed for De Niro and for 
the rest of the exceptionally 
talented supporting cast as they 
flounder about in one ill-con-
ceived set piece after another, 
e.g., an excruciatingly unfunny 
sequence in which Jackie per-
forms at a retirement home and 
transforms the lyrics of “Mak-
ing Whoopee” into “Making 
Poopie” — because what’s fun-
nier than a song about the el-
derly having trouble with their 
bowel movements?
 Oh, I know. Everything.
 Directed by the good-to-ex-

cellent veteran Taylor Hackford 
(“An Officer and a Gentleman,” 
“Against All Odds,” “Ray”), 
with a screenplay credited in 
part to Jeffrey Ross, arguably 
the premiere takedown/roast 
comedy writer-performer of our 
times, “The Comedian” pulls no 
punches when Jackie takes the 
stage and traffics in just about 
every taboo imaginable.
 I have no issue with that, es-
pecially in these politically cor-
rect times. Problem is, the jokes 
just aren’t that funny — and De 
Niro doesn’t help matters with 
his self-consciously mannered 
delivery. You can cut to laugh-
ing audience members, laugh-
ing celebrities, laughing comics 
in the audience, et al., all you 
want — but it doesn’t make the 
material any funnier.
 So here’s the deal. De Niro’s 
Jackie Burke was the star of 
“Eddie’s Home,” a dreadful 
but popular sitcom from the 
1980s. Now in his late 60s, 

Jackie finds himself working 
the comedy club circuit and 
barely scraping by; verbally 
abusing his longtime and loyal 
manager (Edie Falco); regu-
larly borrowing money from 
his younger brother (Danny 
DeVito); and performing com-
munity service after serving 
time for attacking a heckler.
 Leslie Mann is the best thing 
in this movie, playing an inse-
cure and screwed-up but alto-
gether charming woman named 
Harmony, who shares a court-
ordered community service gig 
with Jackie and starts dating 
him because the script says they 
start dating. There’s absolutely 
nothing believable about the 
Jackie-Harmony “romance,” but 
Mann does a wonderful job of 
trying to make us believe it.
 Harvey Keitel plays Har-
mony’s gangster father, Mac. 
The first meeting between 
Mac and Jackie takes place at 
Sparks, the New York steak-

house where Gambino crime 
boss Paul Castellano and his 
underboss Thomas Bilotti 
were hit in 1985.
 So we’ve got Harvey Keitel 
and Robert De Niro. “Mean 
Streets.” “Taxi Driver.” “Cop 
Land.” At Sparks.
 And it goes nowhere.
 Later, there’s a golden op-
portunity for De Niro and Kei-
tel to echo the scene in “Taxi 
Driver” when Keitel’s pimp 
tells De Niro’s Travis Bickle 
to, um, go away — and the op-
portunity is wasted. Come on!
 Cameos by Billy Crystal, 
Charles Grodin, Hannibal Bu-
ress and other familiar faces do 
nothing to elevate the proceed-
ings. Director Hackford goes 
for a Woody Allen vibe with the 
soundtrack and the establishing 
shots and the editing rhythms, 
but it feels like a pale imitation 
of something authentic.
 Much like the “comedy” of 
Jackie Burke.

PHOTOS/SONY PICTURES CLASSICS
Robert De Niro’s new effort, “The Co-
median,” sees him play Jackie Burke, 
a sitcom actor from the 1980s now 
working the comedy club circuit and 
struggling financially. But the movie 
struggles with poor jokes and ill-con-
ceived scenes away from the stage.

Jokes in  
‘The Comedian’ 

fall flat



Now through Feb. 16

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the 
Birthnight Ball on February 18, 
learn 18th-century English coun-
try dancing from expert dance 
instructors. Admission costs $12 
per class or $30 for all three. 
Reservations recommended.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

Thursday, Feb. 9

SECOND THURSDAY ART 
NIGHT Come celebrate Love & 
Friendship at the Torpedo Fac-
tory. Join the artists in making 
funky Valentines on the 3rd floor 
landing. FREE.
Time: 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N Union St., Third 
floor landing
Information: social@torpedo-
factoryartists.com  

Saturday, Feb. 11

“LOVE AND ROMANCE 
BETWEEN THE LINES” OPEN 
HOUSE Taste a special historic 
chocolate treat and come meet 
“Mercy Street” characters Frank 
Stringfellow and Emma Green 
to hear about their love and 
romance that took place between 
the lines of the North and South 
in Alexandria during the Civil War.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

SENIOR SERVICES SPEAK-
ER SERIES A forum to explore 
the current and future situa-
tion of affordable housing as it 

relates to the senior population. 
There will also be a discussion 
about staying in one’s home and 
how to adapt it to make it “age 
friendly.” There will be experts 
from AARP, ACHSO, the city 
housing office and commission 
on aging as well as non-profits 
including Rebuilding Together 
and At Home in Alexandria.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew Con-
gregation, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: www.seniorser-
vicesalex.org or 703-836-4414, 
ext. 110.
STEM PROGRAM AT DUN-
CAN BRANCH LIBRARY Ms. 
Colleen McNeil, director of IT 
at St Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School in Alexandria presents a 
3D printing Workshop. Par-
ticipants will use TinkerCAD, an 
online program. Registration 
required, limited to 20 people.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Duncan Branch Li-
brary, 2501 Commonwealth Ave. 
Information: 703-746-1783 or 
www.alexlibraryva.org

Monday, Feb. 13
WATCH PARTY WITH DR. 
ATUL GAWANDE A free, 
live streaming “watch party” 
featuring Dr. Atul Gawande. Dr. 
Gawande’s talk, “Being Mortal’s 
Village: The Value of Community 
and Choice as We Grow Older,” 
will feature a discussion on 
aging, living life with purpose, 
and how we can transform 
the possibilities for the later 
chapters of everyone’s lives. 
This live streaming event will be 
broadcasted to more than 150 
villages throughout the country 
as part of the 15th anniversary 
of the Village movement.
Time: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  FEBRUARY 92, 2017  23

Key For Two                                                                2/25 - 3/18

Harriet is a divorcee with financial 
woes, when she takes control by 
entertaining — and collecting rent — 
from two gentlemen. To keep things 
straight becomes a real  
challenge. Her carefully 
calculated scheme falls 
to pieces when Harriet’s 
men and their irate wives 
descend on her flat. This 
classic British farce will 
have you laughing in 
your seat with hilarious 
outcomes!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Coming soon

Location: Mount Vernon Unitar-
ian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane
Information: aha@athomeinal-
exandria.org or 703-231-0824

Wednesday, Feb. 15

THE ASSOCIATES GALLERY 
REOPENING RECEPTION
Celebrate TAG’s new group show 
(on exhibition February 16 - April 
5) with a feature from photog-
rapher Val Prudkii. You can also 
preview the artwork donated for 
The Art League Patrons’ Show 
until 9:00 pm. Admission is free.
Time: 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N Union St., Gallery 
311
Information: social@torpedo-
factoryartists.com  

Saturday, Feb. 18

BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND 
BALL Set in the year 1799, en-
joy the recreation of this famous 
celebration of George Wash-
ington’s birthday. The evening in-
cludes an 18th-century banquet, 
English country dancing, dessert 
collation, character re-enactors 
and General and Mrs. George 
Washington. Period costume 
optional, “after-five” attire 
encouraged. Admission starts at 
$125 per person.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

SWEET AS SIN: THE UN-
WRAPPED STORY OF HOW 
CANDY BECAME AMERICA’S 
FAVORITE PLEASURE Author 
and historian Susan Benjamin 
discusses candy’s incredible 
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history, moving from its origins up 
to the modern era of mass-pro-
duction. The story of candy is also 
intertwined with African-American 
history via the sugar cane industry 
— infamous for its widespread 
use of enslaved labor and horrific 
working conditions. Benjamin 
further relates the abolitionist 
movement’s efforts to undermine 
sugar cane production and candy’s 
use as both a medicine and a treat 
during the Civil War.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 18 and 19

PRESIDENTS DAY WEEKEND 
CELEBRATION Join George and 
Martha Washington for breakfast, 
mingle with costumed characters, 
take part in an 18th-century danc-
ing demonstration, hear free sto-
ries while enjoying birthday cake.
Time: All day
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000

Sunday, Feb. 19

WONDERS OF SCIENCE The 
program includes a tour of the 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum and hands-on dem-
onstrations of the scientific 

interests of George Washington, 
including period medicine, inven-
tions, and espionage. Tickets 
cost $6 per person.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/apothecary

PATRONS’ SHOW
The biggest The Art League 
event of the year! Attendees 
select original artwork donated 
by Torpedo Factory Artists and 
Art League faculty. Tickets avail-
able.
Time: 4:00 pm
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center 
Information: gallery@
theartleague.org

Monday, Feb. 20

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The na-
tion’s largest George Washing-
ton Birthday parade marches 
a one-mile route through the 
streets of Old Town Alexandria. 
With nearly 3,500 participants, 
this community parade honors 
one of the Alexandria’s favorite 
sons. This year’s grand marshal 
is retired Police Chief Earl Cook, 
joined by special guest Shakur 
Stevenson, 2016 Rio Olympics 
boxing silver medalist.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town

Information: 703-829-6640 or 
www.washingtonbirthday.net

Wednesday, Feb. 22

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
AMERICA’S FOREMOST 
ENTREPRENEUR Using George 
Washington’s extensive, but often 
overlooked financial papers, 
Edward G. Lengel, chief historian 
of the White House Historical As-
sociation, chronicles the fascinat-
ing and inspiring story of how this 
self-educated man built the Mount 
Vernon estate into a vast, multi-
layered enterprise and prudently 
managed meager resources to win 
the war of independence.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

Friday, Feb. 24

CENTER FOR ALEXANDRIA’S 
CHILDREN GALA — HATS 
OFF! Celebrate special awardees 
former Commonwealth’s Attorney 
S. Randolph Sengel and ACT for 
Alexandria, alongside countless 
community members who have 
made the Center for Alexandria’s 
Children’s past 10 years of 
service possible. The festivities 
include live music, open bar and 
other fun with friends to help child 
abuse victims and vulnerable 
families in the city.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Hilton Old Town, 1767 

King St.
Information: 703-746-6043, 
www.centerforalexandriaschil-
dren.org or danielle.johnson@
alexandriava.gov

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CONCERT Director of music John 
McCrary will conduct the Blessed 
Sacrament Festival Chorus and 
Orchestra with soprano Michelle 
Kunz, alto Sally Monson, tenor Phil 
Pickens, bass Joshua Hong in a 
performance of Arthur Sullivan’s 
sacred oratorio “The Prodigal Son.” 
The concert is free but donations 
to support the concerts given at 
Blessed Sacrament are welcome.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org or 703-998-
6100 x103

Saturday, Feb. 25

CIVIL WAR WINTER DRILL DAY 
Reenactors from the 3rd U.S. Regu-
lar Infantry, Company K, will interpret 
the military life of the Union soldier. 
Members will present drill demon-
strations, explain the unit’s uniform 
and equipment and talk about the 
popular field of Civil War reenacting. 
The program is free with no advance 
registration required.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Park Mu-
seum, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/fortward

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM The theme of the 2017 
George Washington Symposium 
is George Washington and the 
Northern Virginia Frontier, 1732 
to 1775, as part of the memori-
al’s celebration of Washington’s 
birthday. The George Washing-
ton Symposium is held annually 
on Washington’s birthday to 
provide the public with enlight-
ening contemporary research on 
the life of George Washington. 
Mark Tabbert, the memorial’s 
director of collections, serves 
as the symposium’s master of 
ceremonies. Admission is free, 
and free parking is available.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: http://bit.
ly/101callahan

ANNUAL BIRTHDAY GALA A 
black tie celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday. The eve-
ning will also include the presen-
tation of the George Washington 
Memorial Award. Tickets cost 
$125 per person, reservations 

required.
Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: www.washington-
birthday.net

Tuesday, Feb. 28

HOMESCHOOL DAY: 17TH 
AND 18TH CENTURY MUSIC 
AND DANCE Enjoy a special 
interactive presentation of instru-
ments and dances from Colonial 
and early American music. Tick-
ets are $8 per child, adults free. 
Pre-registration is required.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

Saturday, March 4

GENERATION TO GENERA-
TION GALA Senior Services of 
Alexandria’s Generation to Gen-
eration Gala. This year’s gala will 
recognize two Alexandria families 
for their long-term commitment 
to giving back to the Alexandria 
community: Jack Taylor and his 
son John Taylor, and The Charity 
Family—William Charity, Diane 
Marshall, Marjorie and Albert 
Burts and Kendra Gleaton.
Time: 6 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Hilton Mark Center, 
5000 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 ext. 
110 or www.seniorservicesalex.org

Sunday, March 5

WOMEN’S HISTORY TOUR 
In honor of Women’s History 
Month, tours of Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum will highlight the many 
roles women played in tavern 
life — from owners to enslaved 
workers and overnight guests to 
event participants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

Thursday, March 9

WOMEN’S HISTORY COM-
MUNITY MOBILE WORK 
WITH TORPEDO FACTORY 
Artists to make a portrait and 
contribute to the community 
mobile. Please bring a photo of a 
woman who inspired you. Admis-
sion is free.
Time: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N Union St., Third 
floor landing
Information: social@torpedo-
factoryartists.com
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Like Snowflakes On Their Tongue, 
Whole Dogz is THAT Good!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

 

❉ New Pup?  Early Socialization is important 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

• All natural/organic 
doggie daycare, 
boarding, grooming 
and retail spot

           • All suite boarding
               • Healthy food,      

               treats &  
               supplements       
             to keep your    
            pups strong 

            • Lick N Ride Van   
       for pick up and    
     drop offs, and  
   food deliveries
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constructed from aluminum or 
high-end metals such as cop-
per and zinc, Fick says dented 
gutters full of tree debris and 
falling off a house never leave a 
good impression. Regardless of 

the material used, all installed 
gutters must be slightly pitched 
toward downspout holes, and 
water should be directed at least 
2 feet away from the building’s 
foundation.
DRIVING DESIGN
 Drive up a home’s street ap-

peal by focusing on the largest 
front entry — the garage door. 
An attached garage door can 
constitute more than one-third 
of the front of a house, making 
it one of a home’s most promi-
nent curbside features.
 A fresh coat of paint on the 
garage door — coordinated 
with the front door design — 
can pull the look of an entire 
home together.
 If it’s time for a new ga-
rage door, today’s homeowner 
doesn’t have to settle for build-
er’s grade, standard raised-
panel and windowless garage 
doors. Manufacturers are roll-
ing out new garage door op-

tions that are more insulated 
and energy-efficient, with 
eye-catching styles accented 
by decorative hinges and pulls.
HARDSCAPING
 Homeowners can pour cre-
ativity into their driveways and 
walkways. The first impression 
of a house can start at the drive-
way and sidewalk as visitors 
make their way to the front door.
 Concrete, stone and pavers 
crack over time. Fick says re-
pairing or replacing damaged 
areas is a matter of safety and 
shouldn’t be considered a su-
perficial fix. 
 “Secure any loose bricks 
or pavers back into the walk-

way, and fix any deteriorating 
concrete as soon as you can,” 
Fick says. “Not only are these 
imperfections an eyesore, they 
can be considered a tripping 
hazard, and there’s nothing 
pretty about that.”
 As a homeowner, don’t curb 
your enthusiasm for the outdoor 
aesthetic. The appearance of the 
front entrance sends a message 
about the homeowner. “You can 
make a big impact without spend-
ing big bucks: plant flowers and 
put down a fresh bag of mulch in 
beds around the front door,” he 
says. “How a house looks from 
the street is a reflection of the 
homeowner who lives inside.”

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2017), and visit  
www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products. You can also contact  
us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.
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PHOTO/DAVINCI ROOFSCAPES
This Wichita, Kan. home featured on ABC’s “Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition” has a welcoming look, with wide, well-groomed walkways.
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Friday, March 10

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash 
Night featuring Patrick Henry Ele-
mentary School. Enjoy swimming, 
beach ball and aqua basketball 
and a floating obstacle course. 
Pool safety tips and swimming 
skills assessments for youth. 
Light refreshments will be served.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park 
Recreation Center & Aquatics 
Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553

Saturday, March 11

HER STORY: WOMEN IN AC-
TION FOR GIRL SCOUT DAI-
SIES AND BROWNIES Cel-
ebrate women and learn about 
issues important to women 
and girls in the community. Girl 
Scout Daisies, Brownies, and 

their accompanying adults will 
participate in hands-on activities 
and add their own future goals 
to a timeline of Juliette Gordon 
Low’s story.  Participants will 
talk with a panel of current and 
former Girl Scouts and discover 
how scouting empowered them.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

BEST BIB AND TUCKER BALL 
The Best Bib & Tucker Ball 2017: 
Cherry Blossom Ball. For a night 
of unforgettable reverie, join 
Doc Scantlin’s orchestra and 
the dazzling songstress Chou 
Chou for dancing and entertain-
ment. Delight in koto music from 
Sachiko Smith, enjoy food, drink 
and a silent auction. Tickets cost 
$150 per person.
Time: 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystav-
ernmuseum.us
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Our View
Being dumped on by 
Richmond, again
 When we think someone is out to get us, sometimes it’s just para-
noia. Other times, there really is a boogeyman under our bed. An ob-
jective observer would likely conclude that paranoia is justified if they 
examined the way the Virginia General Assembly treats Alexandria. 
Sadly, this session has been worse than most. 
 The latest offense is legislation that threatens to derail Alexan-
dria’s Internet initiative. 
 Under a bill introduced by Del. Kathy Byron (R-22), development 
of broadband Internet in Virginia’s rural areas would be aided, which 
is a good thing. But the bill has an unfortunate component that would 
significantly hinder cities like Alexandria that seek to create their own 
broadband systems.
 In Alexandria’s case, the intent is to build a fiber optic network that 
would connect various city entities such as schools, libraries and rec-
reation centers. Space on this network could then be rented by private 
companies for commercial use. The public-private partnership would 
look to foster more competition among providers, as opposed to the 
monopoly Comcast currently enjoys in the city.
 Anyone who lost cable service during Sunday’s Super Bowl knows 
that Comcast needs a competitor. 
 Competition does many positive things. It generally brings prices 
down for consumers while simultaneously improving service. The 
consumer has an alternative if one company proves unsatisfactory.
 There is no legitimate reason for Richmond to deny Alexandria the 
right to develop our own public infrastructure as we see fit — particu-
larly if we foot the bill ourselves.
 After all, one of the key campaign themes of our new President was 
the need to rebuild our country’s infrastructure. Alexandria is trying 
to do our part, and Richmond should leave us alone.
 This affront to Alexandria’s self rule follows an earlier attempt by 
state Sen. Richard Stuart (R-28) to impose a logistically impossible 
three-and-a-half-year timeline on Alexandria to rebuild our sewage out-
falls into the Potomac River or face a cutoff of all state funding. Stuart’s 
bill was ultimately moderated, but the first version was a slap in the face.
 The reason for this antagonism toward Alexandria surely has a 
political component. Both houses of the General Assembly are Re-
publican-controlled, while our entire state delegation and local elected 
officials — other than the nonpartisan school board — are Democrats. 
 But the antagonism likely also has a cultural aspect, as Northern 
Virginia is viewed by much of the state as not really Southern. Our 
affluence and way of life are both envied and disdained. 
 So, what is to be done, both short term on these issues and longer 
term on our relationship with the rest of the commonwealth?
 The Internet bill seems on its way to passage in the General As-
sembly. The best bet for Alexandrians might be to flood the office of 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D) with phone calls and emails urging him to 
wield his veto pen if it passes with the local Internet prohibition intact.
 Concurrently, our local legislative delegation may need to be-
come more pragmatic while they remain in the political minority. 
Why continue to advance bills that have no chance of passage — 
such as a fee for paper and plastic bags — and only reinforce state-
wide stereotypes about us?
 Former Alexandria City School Board chairwoman Karen Graf, who 
this week announced her candidacy for the Democratic nomination to the 
House of Delegates’ 45th district, is right that Alexandria’s representa-
tives need to seek more opportunities for bipartisan cooperation.
 Alexandria needs to fight back when we are dissed, but also give 
Richmond less reason to dislike us.

To the editor:
 Many of us attended a 
town hall on January 16 host-
ed at Wakefield High School 
in Arlington by U.S. Rep. 
Don Beyer (D-8). We were 
heartened and encouraged to 
see so many of our neighbors 
from all walks of life en-
gaged, informed and ready 
to fight for a progressive fu-
ture for our community, our 
state and our country. 
 We thank Beyer for his 
leadership and look forward 
to working with him and 
others in our community to 
uphold our country’s core 
beliefs, values and ideals.
 With many deep concerns 
about the direction of the 
new administration under 
President Donald Trump, we 
recently formed a casual but 
committed group to begin 
thinking about how to have 

our voices heard through the 
clutter of the current political 
debate. 
 We are specifically tar-
geting 2017 political races 
throughout Virginia where 

we can make a difference. 
Additionally, we are focused 
on a message of unity and 
finding commonalities in is-
sues that affect all of us.  
 What we do know is that 
we will organize and fight 
against any local or national 
policy that threatens women’s 
rights, environmental protec-
tions, immigration fairness, 
civil rights, access to health 
care or threats to education. 
 There is a lot that is still 
unclear about the new ad-
ministration, but we cannot 
afford to wait. Now is the 
time to come together, orga-
nize and begin the fight. 

- Erin Andrew, Sabrina 
Corlette, Heather Jelks, 

Jane Marcus,  
Abhisek Mitra, M. Williams  

Sermons, June Shih, Pat-
rick Smith, Frank Woodruff

Alexandria

Your Views

It’s time to organize and make 
your voice heard

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

What we do know is 
that we will organize 

and fight against 
any local or national 
policy that threatens 

women’s rights, 
environmental 

protections, 
immigration 

fairness, civil rights, 
access to healthcare, 

or threats to 
education.”
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Alexandria in Action | By John Porter

 We aging baby boom-
ers tend to refer back to 
events and times in our 
lives which had major im-
pacts on us — often to the 
disillusionment of those 
who end up having to lis-
ten. However, as you’re 
reading this, you can stop 
“listening” anytime and 
not only will I not feel bad, 
I won’t even know.
 There have only been 
a few occasions in my life 
when I was truly fearful 
about the future of our 
country. These have been 
times when we have been 
seriously divided on im-
portant issues. 
 One of these times was 
in the late 1960s and early 
1970s when we faced nu-
merous homegrown and 
overseas threats to our na-
tional unity. The issue of 
civil rights was foremost in 
the news and our thoughts, 
and the Vietnam War was 
causing a major division in 
our country — those for it 
versus those against.  
 We had experienced 
the assassinations of two 
revered leaders — Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert 
Kennedy — these just a few 
years after the assassination 
of President John Kennedy. 
We were truly a country in 
both an idealistic and prac-
tical crisis. There have been 
other such occasions but 
none as vivid in my memo-
ry as this period of time.
 One of the songs I re-
member from that time, not 
only for the music but for 
the message, was by The 
Beatles. “Come Together” 
was released in 1969, and 
while the meaning for the 
songwriting team of John 
Lennon and Paul Mc-
Cartney may have been a 

bit different, I welcomed 
the message as something 
I hoped we could do as a 
nation. However, I truly 
wondered if we would. 
Too many young men and 
women were dying in an 
unpopular war and we 
couldn’t seem to get our 
arms around the 
belief that we 
were more alike 
than different, 
even if we had 
differing views, 
and deserving of 
equal treatment. 
 We found 
ourselves in the 
middle of a terrible “storm,” 
one which was either going 
to tear us totally apart or 
make us stronger.  As the 
years passed, progress was 
made on a number of fronts 
and not only did we discov-
er we had survived but we 
also were a bit stronger, as 
individuals and as a coun-
try.  This, of course, doesn’t 
mean we solved the prob-
lems that had plagued us 
but steps were being made 
— some small, small larger 
— but mostly in a positive 
direction.
 I believe we presently 
find ourselves at a similar 
point: very divided and, 
depending on your point 
of view, either hopeful or 
discouraged. And while 
it doesn’t appear this will 
be easily resolved for the 
many of us who wish it 
could, I truly believe and 
have to believe we will not 
only work our way through 
the many issues dividing 
us but that we will also be 
better for it as individu-
als and as a nation.  While 
the road may seem steep 
and even insurmountable 
at times, our collective 

wisdom, coupled with our 
desire to make things bet-
ter for ourselves and others 
will carry the day.
 While the opportunity to 
pull the nation together on 
the national stage may be a 
bit daunting, there’s much 
we can do locally to ensure 

that we don’t lose 
what has made 
our country grow 
and flourish over 
the past 240 years. 
Perhaps the day-
to-day things we 
do for others might 
serve as models for 
those in power.

 Thus, I ask that in this 
month devoted to love and 
caring for others, we all 
take a moment to reflect on 
what’s important, what we 
each can do, how we can 
state our opinions and feel-
ings without disparaging 
others, and how we might 
possibly help our national 
leaders understand what’s 
truly important. 
 And while thinking 
globally, I encourage you 
to act locally. How? You 
might reach out to assist 
someone in need, make 
a commitment to your 
church, donate your time in 
volunteer services to oth-
ers, tutor a child, become 
a Big Brother or Big Sister, 
contribute to your favor-
ite charity or offer a hand 
of compassion to someone 
who needs it. Doing so 
may seem like just another 
small step, but that first 
small step can lead to larg-
er ones, and collectively all 
these steps will result in 
our coming closer together.

The writer is the president 
and CEO of ACT for 

Alexandria.

Come together right now 

John Porter

Lights at T.C. would be latest 
infringement on local black enclave
To the editor:
 A hot issue for the past several 
years has been centered on T.C. 
Williams High School; specifi-
cally, placing lights on Parker-Gray 
Stadium, which the Seminary Civ-
ic Association vehemently opposes.
 A promise by the city and school 
board was made to our community 
when the first T.C. was erected in 
1965, re-enforced and documented 
in 2004 in the developmental spe-
cial use permit when the school 
expanded, and respected in 2014 
when lights were installed on the 
tennis courts. The promise was 
that no permanent stadium lighting 
would be installed on any athletic 
high school field in consideration 
of the quality of life of the adjoin-
ing neighborhoods.
 Recently, the school board has 
been pushing to revise the composi-
tion of the T.C. advisory committee, 
which currently includes representa-
tives of the school board, T.C. staff, 
officials from the department of rec-
reation, parks and cultural activities 
and adjoining neighborhoods.
 The purpose of the realign-
ment is obviously to incorporate 
support for lights from the larger 
school community whose neigh-
borhoods will not be affected by 
the addition of lights. Our primary 
concern is with the parks depart-
ment’s access to the field. We fear 
the field — and the lights — will 
be in continuous use, not just for 
Friday night football.
 This issue will be going before 
city council shortly for resolution. 
It is our ardent hope that the coun-
cil will honor its word to us and will 
vote against the installation of lights 
at Parker-Gray Stadium.
 Who are we that we have the 
audacity to expect the city to honor 
a promise made decades ago? Well 
as recently made clear to the school 
board, the very land that T.C. sits on 
was originally owned by African 
Americans. Notice, I said owned. 
It was not the projects, low income, 
subsidized, or section 8 housing. It 
was a viable, self-sustaining com-
munity of taxpaying homeowners, 
which had been established during 
the late 19th century.

 In 1964, before the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act, and while we 
were still reeling from the shock 
of having our extended commu-
nity put off of their property at Fort 
Ward to establish the historic park, 
the City of Alexandria, having de-
termined the need for a new high 
school with the onset of integration, 
decided the only place in the entire 
city which would accommodate the 
school was right in the middle of 
our African-American community.
 So through eminent domain and 
with a total and complete lack of 
consideration for us as human be-
ings during this period of segrega-
tion, they completely decimated 
our community, downsizing it from 
roughly 61 homes to 32 homes, of 
which 23 are located in a cul de sac 
at Woods Lane, which borders the 
school.
 That was the first step in un-
dermining and disrespecting us as 
a people who had the audacity to 
be homeowners at a time when we 
weren’t allowed to sit up front on 
buses, drink from the same water 
fountains, use the same bathrooms, 
eat at the same restaurants, etc. Not 
only did they take the homes, but 
our ancestors also had to purchase 
the houses they built at a price 
much higher than what they were 
given as the value of their destroyed 
homes. We adapted as usual.
 Then in 2004, they came back 
for the second time with the expan-

... 53 years later, 
and the school 

board is again 
imposing on the same 
African American com- 
munity with lights on 
Parker-Gray Stadium. 
I won’t go into the 
litany of issues our 
community would 
face, including property 
devaluation, should 
this come to pass.”
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Weekly Poll
Last Week 
Are you satisfied with the results 
of the ACPS redistricting effort?

This Week 
A man’s life was saved last week at the Braddock Road 
Metro station by bystanders who knew CPR. Do you 
know how to administer CPR?
A. Yes. B. No. Take the poll at alextimes.com

ith its sudden entry 
into World War II, 
the United States 

quickly found itself unprepared 
for war, especially as the demand 
for military hardware, weapons 
and supplies was instantaneous.  
 The necessary construc-
tion of equipment for the armed 
forces consumed huge amounts 
of resources, causing shortages 
in metals, fuel and the even the 
most basic of food supplies. 
 This fact, coupled with inad-
equate national infrastructure 
to support the war effort and 
protect the homeland in case of 
enemy attack, caused national 
leaders to take stock of what 
resources might be available 
across the country and iden-
tify areas where new critical 
needs had to be met. One vital 
link that was determined was 
an additional rail link across 
the Potomac River to supple-
ment the movement of cargo 
and large equipment to act as 
an emergency alternative in 
case the Long Bridge connect-
ing Arlington to the District of 
Columbia became unusable.
 Due to the immediacy of the 
need and the scarcity of metal 

and availability of design and 
construction professionals, it 
was decided that the necessary 
crossing would be achieved 
by reusing an existing bridge 
located elsewhere in the coun-
try, and moving it to a new site 
south of the capital. A site was 
selected in the northern section 
of Alexandria, connecting into 
an existing rail line near Third 
and North Fairfax streets with 
a site across the river just north 
of Marbury Point adjacent to 
the Blue Plains Sewage Dis-
posal Plant. 
 Based on the width of the 
Potomac River at that location, 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
identified a bascule bridge of 
equal length then located across 
the Saginaw River in Michigan. 
In 1942, working under the su-
pervision of the civilian engi-
neering firm of Sverdrup and 
Parcel in St. Louis, Mo.., the 
Michigan bridge was quickly 
dismantled and shipped to Al-
exandria for reassembly. 
 A copy of the firm’s design 
drawing prepared for the move 
can be seen here, just above an 
aerial photograph showing the 
general location of where the 

bridge was to be rebuilt, with 
the rail termini on the east and 
west sides of the river. As the 
new bridge was considered to be 
only temporary, its approaches 
and six truss spans were sup-
ported by crude pilings of wood 
timbers. In the center, a double-
span swing segment was opened 
as necessary by an operator sta-
tioned on that section. 
 Although the bridge was ac-
tually resurrected in Alexandria 
by 1943, few people now alive re-
member it and no photographs of 
the structure have yet been iden-
tified. But rail enthusiast Wal-
ter Lofton, a lifelong resident of 
Alexandria, still recalls walking 
across the bridge on several oc-
casions and marveling at how it 
was elevated just a few feet above 
the water’s surface. However, 
this condition also proved to be a 
major obstacle to river traffic and 
with the end of the war, the bridge 
was soon dismantled. The only 
vestige left in this 1949 image is 
a light colored corridor reflected 
across the river bottom.

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

sion of the school, making 
our property on Woods 
Lane a mere stone’s throw 
from the boundary of the 
school. This further in-
fringed on our quality of 
life — more students, more 
noise, more trash and more 
traffic. The development 
special use permit ap-
proved by the city between 
the school, city and adjoin-
ing neighborhoods estab-
lished condition 69 of the 
advisory committee for the 
purpose of facilitating and 
resolving neighborhood 
issues resulting from the 
ongoing operation of the 
school.
 And now here we are 
again, 53 years later, and 
the school board is again 
imposing on the same Afri-
can-American community 
with lights on Parker-Gray 
Stadium. I won’t go into the 
litany of issues our com-
munity would face, includ-
ing property devaluation, 
should this come to pass.
 In closing, in this time 
of budget austerity, and 
with all of the other fiscal 
issues requiring consider-
ation — Metro, city infra-
structure and school con-
struction — we, the fourth 
and fifth generation of the 
Seminary community, im-
plore city council to oppose 
the installation of lights 
and honor your word to our 
community.
 Let me get personal 
here. I’ll repeat a very fa-
miliar refrain in today’s cul-
ture. “Black Lives Matter.” 

- Frances Colbert Terrell
President, Seminary 

Civic Association
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A temporary bridge across the Potomac
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intern or do an apprenticeship, 
and you’d come in and learn the 
beer then graduate to the brew 
master position…. Catherine 
went over to the Library of Con-
gress, and there were old pur-
chase orders in there. 
 “So whenever you’re ready 
to brew something the same 
way, there’s a purchase order, 
and we also took an old family 
memoir that discussed where 
things were.”
 Margaret Portner said it took 
some trial and error, but the 
recipes are finalized and will be 
overseen by head brewer Brian 
McElvaney, containing ingre-
dients predominantly grown in 
the Pacific Northwest.
 The new space is slated to 

contain 156 indoor seats, of 
which 40 will be in the bar area. 
Catherine Portner said the space 
is being decorated to give the 
whole brewpub the feel of an 
outdoor beer garden, with nods 
to Alexandria’s historic past — 
including various artifacts dot-
ted in display cases. Outside 
there is room for another 73 
seats. The brewing facilities will 
be visible to all through large 
windows in the bar.
 In terms of scale, the Port-
ners said operations will be 
relatively small compared to 
the larger production breweries, 
able to produce three-and-a-half 
barrels at a time, which equates 
to seven kegs. The fermenters 
are able to produce seven bar-
rels at a time, so products can 
be double-batched during the 

brewing process.
 Meanwhile, the food menu 
will include German-American 
offerings, another reference to 
Robert Portner’s heritage as a 
German immigrant.
 One of the most significant 
concepts of the new brewpub 
is its so-called Craft Beer Test 
Kitchen, which allows home 
brewers to produce their cre-
ations using the Portner fa-
cilities, have a launch party, 
sell the beer and then receive 
feedback.
 “It’s supporting the local 
community, and it’s also a mar-
keting thing for us, because it 
helps to bring in new people that 
we might not have reached,” 
said Margaret Portner. “The 
same way you go to your neigh-
borhood pub and they’re doing 

bingo night, it’s just a different 
way to host parties and bring 
new people in. It also gets some-
thing new and different on tap.”
 One challenge has been the 
search for an appropriate space 
for the new brewpub, and getting 
everything up to standard before 
opening. Originally, the Portners 
had planed to open their brew-
pub last year on the centennial of 
when their great-great grandfa-
ther’s brewery closed. 
 While that did not work 
out, the pair said they received 
invaluable support from many 
people, especially Bill Reagan, 
executive director at the city’s 
Small Business Development 
Center, and those behind the 

Max Fox Brewing Company, 
which operates a brewpub in 
Falls Church.
 With the soft opening so 
close after months of work, the 
Portners said they are excited to 
begin this new chapter in their 
family’s storied history.
 “It’s fantastic to really see it 
all come to life: this project that 
we’ve been working on for some 
time takes shape,” said Catherine 
Portner. “Seeing everything go 
from a 2D plan to a 3D experi-
ence is just great. It’s been a fan-
tastic learning experience. We’re 
really excited to be at this point 
where we’re so close to one fin-
ish line, but at the same time that 
finish line is the starting line.”

and first responder personnel 
since its inception in 2008. At 
the Alexandria showcase, the 
Global Bridal Gallery wedding 
gown store will offer 10 wed-
ding dresses to be donated to 
10 brides through the Brides 
Across America program.
 Hosford said it was impor-
tant to offer this service, as it 
is in keeping with the overall 
feel of the event. In addition, 
$2 from each ticket sale goes 
to the nonprofit.
 “This event was a communi-
ty-driven event, and we wanted 
to give back to the community 
as well,” she said. “It was really 
important for us to make sure 
that we gave back to the com-
munity and had a charitable 
component, because Alexan-
drians like to take care of each 
other. That is a really important 
part of who this city is.”
 Hosford said that research 
on wedding trends has shown 
that while the events them-
selves are getting smaller, 
people are still willing to spend 
big, especially for a destination 
wedding. She said that guests 
and the engaged couple are now 
much more inclined to make 
the event into a longer occasion 
beyond the ceremony.
 “The people who come 

aren’t just going to the wed-
ding,” Hosford said. “They’re 
going to the rehearsal dinner, 
they’re going to brunch, they’re 
going to lunch with their girl-
friends, they’re staying a few 
nights later or coming early and 
they’re going shopping. Even 
though the hotel might host the 
wedding and the caterer might 
do the food and the flower shop 
might do the flowers, every-
body in the community, all the 
businesses are receiving the 
dollars from these weddings.”
 To take advantage of the 
changing trends, Visit Alexan-
dria has continued to emphasize 
its wedding marketing initia-
tive, which Hosford said is about 
building strong connections be-
tween local businesses as much 
as anything else.
 “The initiative involved 
wanting to create a strong Al-
exandria wedding communi-
ty,” she said. “One of the first 
ways to do that is to get all of 
our vendors together. Not only 
are we getting our community 
together, but we’re going to get 
them business…We’ve started 
to see our goal of creating this 
Alexandria community really 
come to fruition, and now it’s 
about strengthening that and 
making sure that everybody 
knows where to go.”
 It all adds up to making Al-

exandria an attractive venue 
for weddings, especially in the 
highly competitive D.C. metro-
politan region with its myriad 
options. Hosford said there is 
plenty to make the city unique.
 “As a destination, we are 
very walkable, our cobblestone 
streets and chef-driven restau-
rants and local boutiques make 
us a destination that people 
want to visit,” she said. “It’s not 
a hotel-based wedding, there’s 
so much more that you get when 
you come to Alexandria, and it’s 
not all chains. These are local 
business owners who are very 
invested in what they do and 
they bring a unique thing and a 
local flavor to what they do.”
 “Our destination for guests 
of the wedding, you’re going 
to a city that you can make a 
mini-vacation out of,” added 
Lorraine Lloyd, senior vice 
president of sales at Visit Al-
exandria. “Whereas a number 
of times you’ll go to a wedding 
in a town where the only thing 
there is the wedding, it’s really 
an amenity for the guests to be 
able to come to Alexandria and 
enjoy the wedding but also en-
joy their weekend.”
 Lloyd and Hosford said 
they expect to compile data on 
the success of the Visit Alex-
andria initiative and the wed-
ding showcase next year.
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Alexandria Times’  

Cause of the Month

 Since 1968, SSA has helped Alexandria’s seniors 
 maintain their independence and age with  

dignity through programs including: 
  •Meals on Wheels

•Groceries to Go
•Friendly Visitor Program

•DOT Para-transit Program
•Senior Speaker Series

•Senior Living in Alexandria Broadcast
•Animeals on Wheels

 We invite you to help support these programs  
and celebrate our honorees, 

 Jack & John Taylor, the Charity Family and 
Gant & Fran Redmon at SSA’s

Generation to Generation Gala
Saturday, March 4, 2017 • 6-10 pm  
at the Hilton Mark Center Alexandria

 To find out more about SSA’s Programs, 
volunteering, or to purchase gala tickets

 Call 703 836 4414 x110 or go to  
www.seniorservicesalex.org

Gala Presented by 
The Adelman Family Foundation

on behalf of Woodbine Rehabilitation
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ACROSS
1 World’s largest country
7 Tolkien’s Baggins
12 Princess Leia’s last name
18 Practicing great self-denial
20 Shaq who played in the middle
21 Voice of Lovejoy, Burns and Flanders
22 Minimalist’s design lesson (Part 1)
25 After dusk, to Shakespeare
26 Space org.
27 Barry Manilow’s club of song
28 One way to avoid a tag
29 Any “That’s My Mama” episode, now
33 Name tag word
35 French avant-garde artist Jean
37  Diesel of action films
38 Singer Clapton
40 Skiing mecca
42 Thaw once more
45 Ticket stub to a historic game, e.g.
48 “Furthermore ...”
49 Containing ashes of the dearly 
   departed
51  Some milky gems
52 Filly’s counterpart
54 Like anyone trying for a rebound
55 Lofgren on guitar
56 Bridge of France
57  Any of the 150 in the Good Book
59 Gray matter output
63 Hairiest cousin ever
64 Gentle horn sound
65 Place that weighs some takeout 
   containers
66 Scatter, as a search team
68 Minimalist’s design lesson (Part 2)
73 They have quarks and antiquarks
74 “There’s no ___ in asking”
75 Lapping joint?

76  Ship, to a sailor
77 Tulip part
78  Whimsically comical
80 Did more than glanced at
81 Turkish currency
82 Like a hit that ties the score
85 Ball of thread or yarn
86 Corporal punisher, of a sort
87 Food bath
89 Candied veggie
90 In the company of
92 Spoke insolently
93 Stallions’ partners
95 Joining device on the farm
96 Its cap. is Albany
97  Word with “look” or “must”
99 “___ Is Born”
102 Attack on all sides
105 Take ___ from (emulate)
108 Cleopatra’s love
110 ___ mater
112 Farmyard female
114 Minimalist’s design lesson (Part 3)
120 Fall-short amounts for containers
121 One avoiding meat
122 Was a sycophant
123 Irish ___ (dog type)
124 Schemes
125 Always wanting more
DOWN
1 Hotel price per night
2 Theater leader?
3 Drama excerpt
4 “So” homophone
5 “How was ___ know?”
6 “We ___ to please!”
7 Haul with tackle (var.)
8 Asthma spray, e.g.
9 The meat eater of the zodiac

10 “Actor” who might elicit a confession
11 Melange
12 Eureka’s cousin
13 Guns, as an engine
14 Man from the Isle of Man
15 Opposite of leaver
16 In an impoverished manner
17  Intensely eager
19 Axe, as from a job
21 Arthroscopy reminder
23 “Nope” relative
24  Droopy-eared canine
30 Staggers
31  Some still-life vessels
32 Picker’s intro?
34 Hallucinatory drug
36 Get ready in advance, as for surgery
39 Caterpillar’s case
41  Bakery offering
43 “Able was I ___ I ...”
44 Dan or San
45 Doctrines suggesting reality is a 
   unitary whole
46 Disparaging nickname
47 “Falcon” of film
48 Certain keyboard key
50 “Platoon” war, briefly
53 Hang ___ (keep)
56 Pea places
57  Gem on a strand
58 Not needing to diet
60 Extinguishing with water
61 Some card games
62 Where many are young
64 Brown on a beach
65 Indian stewed legume dish
66 Mr. Flintstone
67 Unhittable serve
69 Four-baggers
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Obituaries
LORENZO BARNES, 
JR. (66), of Alexandria, 
January 23, 2017
HAROLD BUCHHOLZ 
(94), of Alexandria, 
January 27, 2017
STEPHEN CAINE, 
of Alexandria, 
February 2, 2017
CONSTANCE H. FULK 
(82), of Alexandria, 
February 3, 2017
LOUISE M. GAVER 
(77), formerly of 
Alexandria, January 
30, 2017
F. ELIZABETH GUINN 
(81), of Alexandria, 
January 29, 2017
LINDA M. HANSON, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 26, 2017

GERARD F. HELFRICH 
(89), of Alexandria, 
January 23, 2017
JAMES D. HOLTER, 
of Alexandria, 
February 4, 2017
WILLIAM HURD JR., 
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 27, 2017
NANCY S. RACHELS 
(79), of Alexandria, 
February 4, 2017
FREDERICK G. 
ROCKWELL, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
February 1, 2017 
DONALD R. ROSE (66), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 31, 2017
KAREN A. TALTY 
(64), of Alexandria, 
January 31, 2017

70  Nervous system disorder
71  ___ terrier (Scottish dog breed)
72  Type of street or ticket
78  Pretty persuasive evidence
79 Cuisine for 9-Down
80 Common tree
81 Places to bowl
83 Be competitive
84 Circle’s lack
85 Crusoe, for one
86 Cola brand
87 Springtime dance site
88 Battery go-with
89 Affirmative reply
91 Riot squad?
92 Foul-ups

94 “Friends” character
98 Birds with green eggs
100 Jackson and Arkin
101 Abbr. in real estate ads
103 Like a Koontz novel
104 Woolen coat material
106 No-see-um bug
107 Just beat out
109 Invite request
111 Toward an airplane’s tail
113 Current event?
115 Word before “the land of the free”
116 “I” problem
117 Something for the fire
118 Paddle relative
119 Flowery verse of tribute
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Classifieds  AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
FEBRUARY 5, 2017

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUES 

MARKET MARCH 4-5 OVER 700 
BOOTHS IN 2 BLDGS! AFFORD-
ABLE BOOTH RENTS FOR DEALERS! 

Dulles Expo, Chantilly, VA www.thebig-
fleamarket.com 757-430-4735

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Construction Equipment & 
Trucks Looking to Buy or Sell? Excava-
tors, Dozers, Road Tractors, Loaders, 
Dump Trucks, Trailers, & More! Tues., 

3/7 @ 9 AM, Richmond, VA Now  
Accepting Consignments www.motleys.

com 804.232.3300 VAAL#16

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING -  

Get FAA certification to fix planes. 
Approved for military benefits. Finan-

cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 

Maintenance 877-204-4130 

HEALTHCARE/ADULT SERVICES
English Meadows Senior  

Living Community Affordable 
Assisted Living, Memory Care 

& Senior Living Apts. Call 540-553-
5024 to tour! www.englishmead-

owsslc.com Christiansburg, Abingdon 
& Bedford Elks Home Campuses 

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 
Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Fred-
ericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/
Roanoke 800-614-6500; Front Royal/

Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 + 

$86 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one 

days. Telephone inquiries welcome - 
no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

SWIMMING POOLS 
HOMEOWNERS WANTED! Kayak 

Pools looking for Demo Homesites to 
display net maintenance free Kayak 
Pools. Save thousands of $$. Unique 

opportunity! 100% financing available. 
1-888-788-5464 

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

WE’RE HIRING 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS & SUPPORT STAFF!

Dozens of daily and long-term substitute 
opportunities at schools near you.

Source4Teachers & MissionOne are Equal Opportunity Employers (EOE)

Apply today at 
Source4Teachers.com

LEGAL NOTICE

 ETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PA T 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

 lease publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper.  lease refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VI GINIA DEPA TMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVE AGE CONT OL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage  oad / P.O. Box 27491,    ichmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information.  lease  etail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

 ational Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

Advertising Works! 19,000+ weekly readers 
Contact sales@alextimes.com 

or 703-739-0001

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON AN APPEAL OF 

A DECISION OF THE BOARD 
OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
A public hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, on Saturday, February 25, 
2017 at 9:30 am, in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2016-00396 & 00397
Public hearing and consideration 
of an appeal of the Old & Historic 
Alexandria District Board of 
Architectural Review’s December 21, 
2016 decision to approve a Permit to 
Partially Demolish & Capsulate and a 
Certificate of Appropriateness at 319 
Queen Street.
APPLICANT:  Jill & Ken Rieth
APPELLANT: Michael C. Maibach on 
behalf of petitioners

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
PARKER-GRAY DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 

Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, February 
22, 2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00041
Request for waiver of HVAC 
screening at 425 N Henry Street
APPLICANT: VCA Real Property 
Acquisition Corporation

Preservation 101 staff presentation

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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 ational Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

LIVE AUCTION 
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Thursday February 23, 2017 @ 12:30pm

365 Denbigh Blvd, Newport News, VA

VAF#359 

For more info, visit:

Primary Property Type: Commercial
Building Size: 2,640 SF
Year Built: 1964
2016 Assessed Value: $299,000
New HVAC System
No. Stories: 1

Parking Spaces: 9
Lot Size: 0.36 Acres
Total Sq. Ft.: 15,505
Front Footage: 100 FT
Depth Footage: 125 FT
Zoning: C1

SUMMARY

– SOLD by ORDER of DEVELOPER –

ABC NOTICE

DaVita Inc. requires a Social Worker 
(SD0125) at Alexandria, VA responsible 
for providing support and information 
to patients and their families to max- 
imize the psychosocial functioning 
and adjustment of the patient in end 
stage renal disease. Req MS in So-
cial Work or rel field & 1 yr expe in 
the job or in a position performing 
similar job duties. Send resumes W/
job code & Title to Debbie Cookman, 
2321 West Morehead St., Charlotte, 
NC 28208. EOE.

HELP WANTED
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474
marhule@McEnearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

REAL ESTATE

SOLD

2427 Fort Scott Dr, Arlington Ridge
Sold for $1,000,000

Co-listed with Susan Leavitt

Watergate East #1403S, Washington DC
Sold for $1,825,000
Represented the Buyer

SOLD

306 East Howell, Del Ray, Alexandria
Sold for $1,390,000
Represented the Buyer

SOLD

SOLD

516 East Luray, Del Ray, Alexandria
Sold for $589,000

2424 Fort Scott Dr, Arlington Ridge
Sold for $1,047,957

SOLD

923 N Alfred Street
Alexandria

COMIN
G 

SOON

610 N West Street #208
Alexandria

FOR 

RENT

731 N Alfred Street
Alexandria

UNDER 

CONTRACT

1116 Utterback Store Road
Great Falls

UNDER 

CONTRACT

Our Current Listings

These are just a sampling 
 of my listings and sales  

for 2016. Call me to find out 
how I can deliver exceptional 

results to YOU in today’s  
real estate market!


