
More than 300 teachers 
and staff requested 
leave Wednesday
BY ERICH WAGNER

 Alexandria City Public 
Schools officials announced 
Monday that schools in 
the district would be 
closed Wednesday, 
citing more than 
300 staff requests 
for the day off, co-
inciding with the 
planned Day With-
out a Woman protest 
across the country.
 “This is not a de-
cision that was made 
lightly,” Schools Su-
perintendent Alvin 
Crawley said in a 
statement. “The deci-
sion is based solely on our abil-
ity to provide sufficient staff to 
cover all our classrooms, and 
the impact of high staff absen-
teeism on student safety and 
delivery of instruction. It is not 
based on a political stance or 
position.”
 The day was considered a 
teacher work day for all staff, 
and students will not be re-
quired to make up the day at 
the end of the year.
 The planned Day Without 
a Woman strike, which falls 
on the U.N.-designated Inter-
national Women’s Day, was 
planned by the organizers be-

hind the Women’s March on 
Washington in January, and 
encourages women to take the 
day off from “paid and unpaid 
labor.” Participants are urged 
to avoid shopping — except at 
women- and minority-owned 
small businesses — and to 
wear red clothing in solidarity.
 The district still provided 

Entrepreneurs offer 
insights to success
BY JAMES CULLUM 

 Adriana Penachio-Sifakis 
never thought running a small 
cafe would cost so much time 
and money. Her shop, The 
Italian Place at 621 Wythe St., 
opened six months ago, and 
not even the dulcet tone of 
Frank Sinatra’s voice makes 
this lady feel lucky.
 She attributes her success 
so far to loyal customers, hard 
work and good weather.
 “It’s way more work than 
I ever anticipated,” Penachio-
Sifakis said. “The cost of ev-
erything is so expensive and 
it’s really hard to turn a profit. 
You have to be patient.” 
 At 700 square feet, The 
Italian Place is cosily packed 
full of gourmet Italian prod-
ucts, including subs, non-al-
coholic drinks, pastas, sauces, 
cheeses and wine from every 
region of the old country.
 Penachio-Sifakis and her 
husband, George, owned the 
building at 621 Wythe St. for 
two years before coming to an 
ultimatum — sell it or turn it 
into a business. The latter was 
enticing, but complicated by 
the couple’s three children. 
 “I’m just trying to make it like 
everyone else in this town,” Pena-
chio-Sifakis said. “We’ve been 
saved by such a warm winter. Not 
every day is perfect, but a major-
ity of our clientele are repeat cus-
tomers, and I have a great feeling 
of accomplishment.”

FINDING YOUR NICHE
 Ask a dozen successful Al-
exandria entrepreneurs what 
it takes to make it and they’ll 
likely give you a dozen differ-
ent answers, but there seems 
to be one constant: fill a niche. 
There might be plenty of gro-
cery or big box retailers in the 

area, but there are few com-
petitors to shops like The Ital-
ian Place or The Book Bank at 
1015 King St. 
 “We are it for used book 
stores in Alexandria,” said 
Book Bank owner Rachel Bak-
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Starting a business in Old Town can be tough going, but Adri-
ana Penachio-Sifakis (top) and Rachel Baker (bottom) say it’s all 
about finding a niche in the market.
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© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

Great opportunity to live & love 
Old Town! Perfectly situated 
on a corner lot, huge kitchen, 
hardwood floors, 2-car garage. 
Near Metro. restaurants and King 
Street. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

Southeast Quadrant, Luxury 
townhome in historic GW 
Club condos. 4 finished levels, 
roomy garage, hardwood floors, 
French doors, jetted tub, Viking 
appliances. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $1,295,000     ALEXANDRIA $1,100,000       

Braddock Heights Stunner. Open, 
sun drenched floorplan. Main-level 
master suite, luxurious bath, patio. 
Modern chef’s kitchen, cathedral 
ceilings, granite counters, double 
oven. 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $1,095,000 

Glenview Heights, Custom-built 
rambler on half-acre landscaped 
cul-de-sac. 4000 sq ft on 2 levels. 
Two 2-car garages, 4 fireplaces, 
steam shower, deck, hot tub and 
gas grill. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths

ALEXANDRIA $739,900     

ALEXANDRIA $273,500     

Belle View condo with spacious 
rooms, updated kitchen, laminate 
flooring and plantation shutters.  
Near shopping & restaurants.   
2 bedrooms, 1 bath

ARLINGTON $273,500     

Windgate “Penthouse” condo 
with balcony.  Love the afternoon 
sun and kitchen updated with 
granite and “wood” floors. Easy 
access to bike trail, Shirlington, 
and Dog Park.

ALEXANDRIA $154,900     

Olde Mill condo situated in a 
park-like setting. Tree-top views 
from balcony. Convenient to Fort 
Belvoir, Fairfax County Pkwy and 
best of all—Wegmans!

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Shirlington Crest 2-car garage 
townhouse with upgraded kitchen, 
custom shutters throughout and 
a roof top terrace! Easy walk to 
Shirlington, Jenny Dean Park and 
Dog Park. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

Spring into a new home and

SAVE   up to   $10,000
in closing costs*

ARLINGTON $719,900     

Ask Us
How!
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
George Mason community collects gifts for injured crossing guard 

ACPS introduces salad bar 
at Barrett Elementary

A Season for the Spirit
by renowned Episcopal author, teacher

and priest MARTIN SMITH
Come discuss them with Smith himself at

the 10 a.m. Sunday morning forums! 

Smith will also preach at the 9 and 11 a.m. worship services on March 12.

invites you to explore the daily meditations of:

  MARCH 12, 19, & 26 • NORTON HALL

� is Lent, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314  www.stpaulsalexandria.com

Smith will also preach at the 9 and 11 a.m. worship services on March 12.Smith will also preach at the 9 and 11 a.m. worship services on March 12.Smith will also preach at the 9 and 11 a.m. worship services on March 12.Smith will also preach at the 9 and 11 a.m. worship services on March 12.

invites you to explore the daily medi

 The George Mason El-
ementary School community 
recently collected and de-
livered donations for school 

crossing guard Richard 
Thomas, who was injured in 
a car accident and has left his 
position for an undisclosed 

 Charles Barrett Elemen-
tary School became the first 
of eight potential Alexandria 
schools to receive a so-called 
“Greens and More Bar” — a 
lunch offering inviting stu-
dents to taste oranges, lettuce, 
tomatoes, carrots and other 
healthy additions to the school 
meals program.
 “Our students are being ex-
posed to new fruits and veggies 
each week, they are learning 
healthy habits, and the presence 
of the salad bar has helped our 
entire school community, in-
cluding students, teachers and 
parents, think about making 
healthy choices,” said Charles 
Barrett Principal Seth Kennard 
in a statement.
 The Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools nutrition services 
department came up with the 
idea, which was supported by 

coordinated donations from 
United Fresh Start Founda-
tion clients, including the Dole 
Food Company, Giant Food, 
Grimmway Farms, the Na-
tional Potato Council and Po-
tatoes USA. Jefferson-Hous-
ton School and James Polk 
Elementary School are next in 
line to receive salad bars, and 
the other schools will be cho-
sen in the coming months.
 “We are proud to work 
alongside the United Fresh 
Organization, health and nutri-
tion groups, parents and other 
advocates in promoting healthy 
lifestyles for ACPS students,” 
said Cynthia Hormel, director 
of nutrition services for ACPS. 
“Our quest is to provide meals 
that are healthy and nutritious, 
and prepare our students for a 
day of learning.”

- James Cullum

period of time.
 “Once word spread that 
Richard was in an accident, 
the community instinctively 
rallied together to convey 
our appreciation and send 
well-wishes,” said Brian Or-
renmaa, principal of George 
Mason Elementary School. 
“Our crossing guards are an 
integral part of the George 
Mason community. They are 
the first persons associated 
with George Mason that fam-
ilies see each day.”
 Tasha Dutton-Edwards of the 

George Mason Parent Teacher 
Association delivered hundreds 
of dollars worth of gift cards, 
checks and cash from students 
and parents.

 “My daughter Chloe got 
to stay and spend a little time 
with him,” Dutton-Edwards 
said. “He was speechless.”

- James Cullum

For More Information, Visit CTKAlexandria.org/Events

An Interactive Conversation with Mayor Allison Silberberg and Author David Runyon 
About Our Great Community of Alexandria City and Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself.

Allison Silberberg
Mayor, Alexandria City

David Runyon
Author, � e Art of Neighboring

This Evening is Hosted by Christ the King Church, Highlighting the 
Following Charitable Organizations: Casa Chirlagua, Carpenter’s Shelter and ALIVE!

An Interactive Conversation with Mayor Allison Silberberg and Author David Runyon 

Good Neighbors, Great Community
Thursday, March 16, 2017 | 7:00 pm

1801 North Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA

COURTESY PHOTO
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Top off the day and 
light up your night    
with  a new Lamp! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

 Alexandria police are in-
vestigating a shooting that oc-
curred Tuesday night that put 
one person in the hospital with 
non-life threatening injuries.
 Officials said the incident 
occurred at around 6:45 p.m. in 
the 4200 block of Duke Street. 

 The victim was trans-
ported to a local hospital, 
and no information has been 
released on the suspect. It is 
not clear what kind of gun 
was used or what kind of in-
jury the victim sustained.
 Alexandria Police Depart-

ment officials were not imme-
diately available for comment.
 Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to call the Alexandria Police 
Department’s non-emergency 
number at 703-746-4444. 

- James Cullum

 Police said they are look-
ing for two suspects after a 
19-year-old Alexandria wom-
an was robbed of her purse at 
gunpoint last weekend in the 
1200 block of Madison St. 
near Braddock Metro station.
 At around 10:45 p.m. on 
March 3, the victim was 
talking with a man she knew 

when a masked man in dark 
clothing approached, said 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal. 
 “He brandished a handgun 
and stole her purse,” Nosal 
said. “The suspect and the man 
she knew ran off together.”
 No one was injured in the 

incident. The suspect was de-
scribed as about 6 feet 4 inches 
tall and between 18 and 20 
years old. 
 Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to call the Alexandria Police 
Department’s non-emergency 
number at 703-746-4444. 

- James Cullum

 A 39-year-old Alexandria 
man pleaded guilty in federal 
court last month to charges of 
receiving child pornography.
 According to the plea 
agreement, Bruno Ivan Gon-
zales downloaded child por-
nography through a peer-to-
peer network on the Internet. 
Investigators with the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity identified Gonzales’ IP 

address and then law enforce-
ment officers executed a feder-
al search warrant on his home.
 During the search, agents 
seized several electronic devis-
es, and two desktop computers 
were found to contain child por-
nography, and forensic analysis 
revealed more than 100 illicit 
videos as well as data destruc-
tion software. According to the 
document, Gonzales admitted 

to using the computers to re-
ceive child pornography when 
interviewed by investigators.
 Gonzales waived indict-
ment and pleaded guilty on 
February 23. He faces a man-
datory minimum sentence of 
at least five years in prison, 
and a maximum of 20 years 
behind bars. He is scheduled 
for sentencing on May 25.

- James Cullum

One man shot, hospitalized on West End Tuesday

Police investigate armed robbery near Metro

Local man pleads guilty on child porn charges 

Criminal incidents that occurred between March 1 and March 8 were not available as of press time. 
Please check www.raidsonline.com for updated statistics later this week.
*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 

Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com

Worshipping Christ the King, Sundays at 8:30am and 10am
1801 North Quaker Lane | CTKAlexandria.org

POLICE BEAT
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HEALTHSimplicity

Excellence and Affordability in Healthcare Need affordable healthcare?

Simplicity Health, a new group of primary care clinics, 

provides excellent, affordable healthcare at $10 per week*. 

These clinics are ideal for working adults who may not 

currently receive regular primary care because they do not 

qualify for Medicaid, do not get health insurance through 

work, or have insurance with prohibitively high copays and 

deductibles. 

Three, convenient locations in Alexandria, Annandale and 

Sterling that provide ongoing primary care, prevention and 

disease management for chronic illnesses like diabetes, 

hypertension and heart disease. 

* 4-week minimum subscription required.

To start receiving healthcare today call 571.665.6590. 

School board member 
announced her candi-
dacy last month
BY JAMES CULLUM

 Former Alexandria School 
Board Chairwoman Karen Graf 
abruptly ended her quest for the 
Virginia House of Delegates last 
week, just one month after an-
nouncing her candidacy. Graf, 
who was challenging incum-
bent Delegate Mark Levine in 
the Democratic primary for the 
45th District, gave no reason for 
opting out of the race.
 “I cannot possibly express 
the gratitude to my community, 
family and friends for their be-
lief in me,” Graf said in a state-
ment. “The time, money and 
energy spent getting my cam-
paign going was amazing. With 
the number of people prepared 
to endorse me, contribute to my 
campaign and work the streets, 
I am confident we could have 
won this thing.”
 Graf served as chairwoman 

Karen Graf drops out of 45th district race 
of the school board from 2012 
through 2016 and remains a 
school board member. She said 
she was motivated to run for 
delegate by Donald Trump’s 
election as president.
 “I have evaluated where my 
service can have the biggest 
impact and that is in my current 
position, with my current ser-
vice commitments,” she wrote. 
“For the good of my family and 
the Democratic Party, I am end-
ing my campaign here. There-
fore, Richmond must wait.”
 Levine said he has been 
unable to reach Graf since her 
campaign manager sent him a 
note on her decision. She did 
not respond to requests for fur-
ther comment.
 “In this election year of 2017, 
just after Trump’s election, I’ve 
seen more energy locally and 
nationally than I’ve ever seen 
in my life,” he said. “I’m really 
glad this energy can be directed 
toward winning back a Demo-

cratic House of Delegates and 
concentrating our efforts on 
Republican-held seats.”
 Levine was elected in 2015, 
replacing retiring Democratic 
Delegate Rob Krupicka, a for-
mer Alexandria city councilor 
who served for three years in 
Richmond. The previous year, 
Levine ran unsuccessfully in the 
Democratic primary for Virgin-
ia’s 8th Congressional District, 
losing to U.S. Rep. Don Beyer. 
The 45th District includes por-
tions of Alexandria and Arling-
ton and Fairfax counties.
 Last month, the Democratic 
Party of Virginia announced it 
has recruited Democratic chal-
lengers to run against incum-
bent Republicans in 45 districts 
in the GOP-controlled House of 
Delegates, including 17 candi-
dates in districts won by Hill-
ary Clinton in last year’s presi-
dential election.

 
 SEE GRAF | 9

Just a month after kicking off her primary campaign against 
Delegate Mark Levine (D-45), school board member Karen Graf 
dropped out of the race last week.
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OPEN SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 1-4 P.M.

9323 Old Mansion Road, 
Alexandria 22309 • $2,400,000
• Private, Gated Entry directly adjacent to Washington’s 
Mount Vernon Estate • Approx. 9,300 finished ft. on 3 levels 
• 88 ft. of Waterfront on the Potomac River • Elegant Formal 
Banquet Rooms • Massive Center Vestibule • 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 
Italian Marble/Stone Baths • 7 Marble Fireplaces • Library, 
Office, Catering Kitchen, Mirrored Exercise Room, Game and 
Recreation Room • Terraces, Balconies, Patios • Hardwood 
and Marble Floors • Elevator, Sauna, Generator • Listed 
BELOW Fairfax Co. Assessed Value. • By Appt. Only.

7910 Andrus Road, Suite 6 • $3,000 per month 
• 1224 sq ft of Entry Level 
Office Space - Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
compliant • Perfect for 
professional or medical 
office • Option to expand 
1200+ more sf (also ADA) 
• Multiple offices and 
reception area • Two furnished exam rooms • Records Room 
• Kitchenette • Storage Closet • Convenient and plentiful 
parking • Close to Mount Vernon Hospital, Government 
Center, shopping and transportation. 

204 Gretna Green Court, Alexandria 22304 • $529,000 
• Immaculate 3 Lvl, All-Brick 3 Bedroom, 2 Full & 2 Half Bath Townhome 
w/Garage. • Unbeatable location inside the beltway w/easy access to the 
Pentagon, Ft. Belvoir, Crystal City & DC. • Beautiful Eat-in Granite, 
Cherry & Stainless Kitchen w/adjacent Breakfast Rm. • Formal Dining 
Rm & step-down Living Rm. • Hardwoods throughout main lvl. • LL 
Family Rm w/wood-burning Fireplace. • New Roof in 2015. Just steps to 
metro bus. Directions: 395 to Duke Street East, Right on South Pickett 
Street, Right on Valley Forge, Left on Gretna Green Court to 204 on the left.

PARTNERS IN REAL ESTATE
w w w.partnersinrealestate.com

Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD • 703‐765‐3500
David W. Spires
Cell: 703‐850‐4256

Marjorie J. Spires
Cell: 703‐472‐7713 

Robert B. Burroughs
Cell: 703‐856‐2426

SEE PICTURES & FLOOR PLANS at www.partnersinrealestate.com

• Prime location just South of Old Town 
Alexandria in popular Villamay and steps to 
serene 18 acre Park • All-Brick Rambler 
with superb curb appeal • Modified floorplan 
with classic features including Gene May’s 
“trademark” corner windows • Island Kitchen 
features seating, stainless appliances, granite 
counters and access to 2-level Custom 
Decking and Rear Elevation. • Four Generous 
Bedrooms – Three Remodeled Full Baths 
• Main Level Hardwoods • Two Masonry 
Fireplaces • Six-Panel Doors • Mouldings • 
Recessed Lights • Magnificent Professional 
Rear Landscape and MORE. 

OPEN

Directions: G.W. Parkway South from Old Town, right on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

7414 Burtonwood Drive, 
Alexandria 22307  •  $889,000

• Just South of Old Town • Villamay’s ONLY 
Rambler with Main Level 2-Car Garage 
+ Full Fin. Basement • Brick • Extensive 
Exterior Hardscape • Over 3300 fin. sq. ft. 
• Entry Foyer • Five Bdrms + Bonus Game 
Rm/Ofc. Three newly remodeled Full Baths 
• Formal LR&DR• Smashing European 
Island Kitchen w/Bay Window and Skylight 
• Hardwoods Both Levels • Windows 
Replaced • Wet Bar in Rec. Rm w/raised 
hearth Fireplace • Quiet Cul-de-Sac location.

OPEN

1115 Gatewood Drive,  
Alexandria 22307  •  $995,000

• BETTER THAN NEW!!! • 4 minutes to Old 
Town • Total RENOVATION in Villamay • 5 
BRs • 3 Luxury Baths • 3,300+ sq.ft. • Unique, 
Stacked Stone throughout • Hardwoods both 
levels • New Deck • Large Inground POOL 
• OPEN FLOOR PLAN • Chef’s Kitchen 
w/Wolf, Sub Zero, Bosch, NEW Casement 
windows • Privacy, backing to 18 acre 
PARK • Main Level Laundry hookup • New 
Landscaping/lighting • Irrigation System • 
Huge 640 sq.ft. 2-Car Garage! 

OPEN

OPEN

1205 Belle Vista Drive,  
Alexandria 22307  •  $1,175,000
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

~ Happy Homecoming ~
It will be a joyous day when Mya relocates. 
A happy sort of girl, Mya is a Bulldog-Mix 

who loves to sunbathe, and hopes her new 
home will have a patio to call her own.

Such a champ, she wants you to be as 
happy as she.

For more info about our adoptable pets, 
please visit www.alexandriaanimals.org 

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

er. “We offer a unique experi-
ence of well-organized and in-
teresting books. Selling books is 
a passion, but our rent is low for 
Old Town and we still pay over 
$4,000 a month. Nerves of steel 
won’t save you if you don’t put 
in the money or the time.”
 Baker, who bought the 
bookstore from its origi-
nal owner in 2011, has never 
sought outside help running 
her business. But like many 
owners, she competes with 
Amazon, as shoppers can find 
books on the Internet that are 
selling for cents on the dollar. 

 Scott Shaw, a co-founder of 
Alexandria Restaurant Parnters, 
has a different take on the best 
product to offer Old Town visi-
tors.
 “Men’s clothing,” said Shaw, 
whose company has opened or 
taken over six area restaurants 
in the last year alone.
 Last fall, Shaw attended a 
meeting with the Alexandria 
Economic Development Part-
nership when someone raised 
the idea of operating a pop-up 
shop in Old Town. Pop-ups are 
a growing trend where a retail 
space hosts businesses on a 
seasonal basis.
 A property was chosen, a 

lease was negotiated and ex-
pectations were exceeded. The 
116 King St. Holiday Pop-up, 
which featured a collection of 
apparel from small New Eng-
land fashion designers, was 
deemed a success, and the pop-
up will reopen on March 15. 
This time Shaw will stake his 
own funds instead of AEDP.
 “You have to offer some-
thing unique and experiential, 
and it needs to fill a niche in the 
community,” he said. “We have 
30 different small brands and we 
resupply weekly, and we learned 
that there’s a healthy demand for 
new and different retailers in 
Old Town. The one thing you 
have to watch out for is the ‘Am-
azonification’ of retail.”
EMPLOYING EXPERT 
KNOWLEDGE
 Bill Reagan, executive di-
rector of the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center, 
offers free advice, planning and 
expertise on starting and grow-
ing a small business. He high-
lighted Danielle Romanetti’s 
knitting shop, fibre space, at 
1219 King St. as a shining ex-

BUSINESS         FROM | 1

SEE BUSINESS | 9

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

Danielle Roma-
netti was recently 
profiled on MS-
NBC for the suc-
cess of her shop, 
fibre space.
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703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2016 and March 2017. 

Ask about 

our 10% 

winter painting 

discount! 

Belle View Shopping Center, 
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Delicious and 
Family Friendly

Enjoy 
our party
platters.

breakfast and lunch for all stu-
dents who came in at the fol-
lowing schools: Patrick Henry 
Elementary School, Jefferson-
Houston School, Cora Kelly 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology, William Ramsay 
Elementary School, Francis 
Hammond Middle School and 
T.C. Williams.
 But the news frustrated 
some parents, who had little 
time to arrange for child care 
or secure a day off themselves. 
Hope Wolf, whose sons attend 
George Mason Elementary 
School, said she thinks the clo-
sure actually works against the 
motives of the organizers of 
the strike.
 “My impression of what 
they’re trying to achieve is to 
create an environment where 
women are given opportunities 
to advance in organizations, to 
be compensated fairly and to 
have some degree of success 
in the workplace,” Wolf said. 
“Yet those of us who have at-
tained those things are, I think, 
being disproportionately im-
pacted in this situation.
 “We’re in positions of re-
sponsibility where we can’t 
just decide on a day’s notice 
that we’re not coming into 
work, because there’s a lot 
that’s dependent upon us.”
 But other parents were 
more supportive of the deci-
sion. Sandy Marks, whose son 
attends Charles Barrett El-
ementary School, said she was 
proud of ACPS officials’ will-
ingness to go to bat for their 
teachers.
 “I understand that it puts 
some people in a position 
where they have to scramble 

and look for child care, but 
I’m pretty disappointed with 
some, if not all, of the commu-
nity’s outrage that the teachers 
would strike as if this were a 
teacher’s strike, when in fact 
it’s a broader women’s strike,” 
Marks said.
 “It seems to me that we 
ought to be looking at the rea-
son why teachers are calling in 
and supporting the Day With-
out a Woman without looking 
at our own inconvenience. 
What would cause our amaz-
ing, dedicated and committed 
teachers to step away from 
their posts for the day?”
 Kelley Smith said her 
daughter attends kindergarten 
at Mount Vernon Community 
School, and she has been im-
pressed with the school com-
munity’s efforts to help each 
other out.
 “I’m in a position where 
I’m in between jobs — I actu-
ally start a new job next week, 
so I just happen to be home this 
week — and I’m helping a friend 
with coverage for her kids,” she 
said. “We’ve been reaching out 
to families on Facebook to see if 
there are others who need help 
[securing child care].”
 All Campagna Center early 
childhood education programs 
took place as scheduled, as well 
as all after-school programs. 
The center’s before-school 
program at Samuel Tucker 
and James K. Polk elementary 
schools were cancelled.
 Alexandria was not the only 
city to cancel school to accom-
modate staff leave requests. 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools 
in North Carolina announced 
last week that public schools 
there also would be closed to co-
incide with the women’s strike. 

And Prince George’s County 
Public Schools in Maryland an-
nounced Tuesday they would be 
closed as well.
 Former Republican City 
Councilor Frank Fannon de-
cried the ACPS employees 
who requested leave.
 “The selfish actions of 300 
teachers and staff has caused 
the lives of thousands of Al-
exandrians to be disrupted on 
Wednesday,” Fannon said in a 
statement. “Working parents 
will be scrambling for child 
care and will suffer lost wages 
for missing work, many of these 
women living paycheck to pay-
check. [I am] disappointed in 
the lack of leadership from 
the superintendent and school 
board to let this happen.”
 ACPS spokeswoman Helen 
Lloyd said closing schools was 
a difficult decision given its ef-
fect on families.
 “We understand there’s 
always an impact when you 
make a decision like this, and 
we wanted to make sure to 
have as minimal an impact 
as possible, which is why 
we’re opening our schools for 
breakfast and for lunch — six 
across the division,” Lloyd 
said. “The problem is, where-
as now we have criticism from 
parents about the fact that we 
have to close schools that day, 
we would also face criticism 
if we had large numbers of 
students sitting in the gym 
watching videos all day with-
out the proper supervision or 
instruction.
 “And there potentially 
could be an incident that in-
volves safety. So we’d rather 
face the criticism for closing 
schools instead of jeopardizing 
the safety of our students.” 

We’re in positions of 
responsibility where 

we can’t just decide on a 
day’s notice that we’re not 
coming into work, because 
there’s a lot that’s depend- 
ent upon us.”

ACPS                FROM | 1

- Hope Wolf, parent
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Republicans hold 66 seats in 
the 100-seat House, and no Re-
publican has announced their 
candidacy in the 45th district, 
which has remained in Demo-
cratic hands for decades.
 Clarence Tong, chairman 
of the Alexandria Democratic 
Committee, said he also has not 
heard from Graf since her an-
nouncement.
 “Mark has done a great job 
of representing us in Richmond, 
and I think that it’s a reflection of 
his record that he doesn’t have a 
challenger,” Tong said. “The fil-
ing date for any Democratic can-
didates is March 30.”
 Tong said attendance at ADC 
meetings has more than doubled 
since Trump’s election, prompt-
ing the group to change its by-
laws to allow more members.
 “In Alexandria, we have a 
lot of Democratic activists and 
donors who believe in helping 
Democrats who are running in 
competitive races this year for 

the House,” he said. “We’ve 
already had volunteers go out 
and help the candidates in other 
parts in Northern Virginia, 
raising money and knocking on 
doors.”
 Trump has a 38 percent ap-
proval rating in Virginia, accord-
ing to a recent Quinnipiac poll. 
 “The early signs are good 

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
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   personal independence. 
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  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
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Celebrating Life Not Years
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Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

GRAF                FROM | 5 for Democrats,” said veteran 
political analyst Geoff Skelley 
of the University of Virginia 
Center for Politics. “But we’re 
way too early on at this point to 
make any dramatic effects on 
his approval, and its effect on 
state races. It’s a really tall or-
der for them to win a majority.

 “It doesn’t look like they 
will lose any [seats] that they 
are holding, but they actually 
have to sweep all of those 17 
seats in districts that Clinton 
won to get a majority.”
 The ADC will conduct a 
gubernatorial straw poll on 
Sunday from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 

Port City Brewing Co., 3950 
Wheeler Ave. In attendance 
will Democratic gubernato-
rial candidates Lt. Gov. Ralph 
Northam and former U.S. Rep. 
Tom Perriello (11) and candi-
dates for lieutenant governor 
Justin Fairfax, Susan Platt and 
Gene Rossi.

ample of using free community 
resources to be successful.
 “Danielle is amazing. She is 
so smart and really used us to 
her full benefit,” he said. “Our 
services are free, and we find 
that the businesses that work 
through us are stronger, their 
concepts are more viable. You 
have to understand the market, 
changing demographics and 
buying patterns. The world 
of commerce has changed so 
drastically over the years.”
 Romanetti opened fibre 
space in 2009, quickly be-
came profitable and now of-
fers a unique view of how to 
succeed in Old Town.
 “I filled a niche and I knew 
more about this industry than 
any other retail industry,” she 
said. “Location is key, particu-
larly access to parking. Chang-
es to parking meter rates and 
hours have negatively im-
pacted the Old Town business 
community in the last decade, 
as the perception of parking 
availability to the public is 

rather negative. Having a loca-
tion where a city lot or garage 
is nearby will be crucial in the 
coming years for a successful 
business.” 
 The SBDC developed a 
checklist for starting a new 
business in 2014. The list covers 
everything from deciding on a 
business structure and plan to 
getting a business license and 
finding the right location.
 “We’ve helped over 3,000 
businesses,” Reagan said. 
“Part of our evaluation is help-
ing businesses think through 
their products, their market 
and whether they can with-
stand higher volume lease 
rates on King Street in Old 
Town. The point is that you 
don’t have to figure it all out 
by yourself. We will help you.”
 Penachio-Sifakis said the 
services of the small business 
development center gave her 
confidence.
 “There’s a lot of fear when 
you start a new business,” she 
said. “And now my place is 
professional, desirable, fresh, 
clean and satisfying.”

BUSINESS         FROM | 7

Mark has 
done a great 

job of representing 
us in Richmond, 
and I think that 
it’s a reflection 
of his record that 
he doesn’t have 
a challenger. The 
filing date for any 
Democratic candi-
dates is March 30.”

 - Clarence Tong,
Chairman, Alexandria 

Democratic Committee
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the Isabel de Pedro Spring ’17 Collection 
Sophisticated graphic prints punctuated with splashes of color.

introduces  

Store Location: 106 North Saint Asaph St., Alexandria, VA
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm / Sun 12pm - 5pm | www.tsaltstyle.com 

Government fears  
e-cigarettes encourage 
teens to take up habit
BY JAMES CULLUM 

 Alexandria’s retailers and 
manufacturers in the growing e-
cigarette industry are concerned 
that recently approved federal 
regulations will have negative 
effects on their businesses.
 “All manufacturers and vape 
shops are worried right now,” 
said Thayer Saleh, president and 
founder of Vape Village.  
 Saleh has eight locations in 
Northern Virginia and opened 
at 3230 Duke St. in 2014. 
 “We hope the new president 
of the United States is a busi-
nessman and understands our 
need for business better than 
anyone else,” he said. “We hope 
for the best.”
 Alexandria is also home to 
Eco Vapez at 4105 Duke St., Ci-
gar ‘n’ Vape Alexandria at 678 
S. Pickett St. and Vape, Tobacco 
and Cigar at 1508 King St. in 
Old Town. 
 And last month, Avail, the 
largest manufacturer and re-
tailer of e-cigarette products in 

the country, opened its doors at 
2728 Jefferson Davis Highway. 
It’s the 100th store for the Ches-
terfield County-based company 
that was founded in 2013, and 
the 30th in Virginia.
 Avail officials said they en-
joyed 40 percent growth last 
year, but nothing compared to 
triple-digit growth the year be-
fore that. The company sells 
vaping devices, accessories and 
more than 70 flavored e-liquids, 

City vape shops wary of new federal regulations

like the menthol “Arctic Blast” 
and blueberry lemonade-fla-
vored “Blue Pucker.”
 Avail opened 38 stores last 
year, but is slowing its growth 
to 10 stores per year in light of 
the new regulations.
 “What we’re going to see 
is a reduction in the number 
of players in the industry and 
fewer products,” said James 
Xu, president and co-founder 
of Avail. “[The U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration is] asking 
for extremely expensive testing 
of all vaping products. The cost 
estimates range from $2 million 
to $10 million per product.”
 Last year, the FDA reclassi-
fied e-cigarettes as “additional 
tobacco products,” requiring 
retailers and manufacturers to 
prohibit sales to people under 
the age of 18, no longer give 
out free samples and require 
nicotine warning statements on 

packaging and advertising.
 Under the new regulations, 
the FDA must review and au-
thorize all vaping products, and 
starting in 2018, product pack-
ages and advertisements of all 
newly regulated tobacco prod-
ucts must contain this state-
ment: “Warning: This product 
contains nicotine. Nicotine is an 
addictive chemical.”
 The regulations also mean a 
reduction in the number of prod-
ucts available for sale online.
 “Online stores have always 
been a pretty big competitor for us, 
but most people like to see what 
they’re going to buy,” said Cisco 
Gonzalez, general manager of Eco 
Vapez. “I think more vape shops 
in Alexandria is a good thing. 
Right now, the more the merrier.”
 FDA officials say that vaping 
targets youth and is a gateway 
to smoking cigarettes. From 
2011 through 2015, national e-
cigarette use rose from 1.5 per-
cent to 16.0 percent among high 
school students and from 0.6 
percent to 5.3 percent among 

SEE VAPE | 11

The new Avail Vapor store at 
2728 Jefferson Davis High-
way opened on February 25. 

COURTESY PHOTO
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middle school students, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.
 For now, the FDA anticipates 
it will be three full years until 
all existing e-cigarette-related 
brands comply with the new 
regulations, as companies will 

spend two years preparing their 
product applications followed 
by a year of federal review.
 Xu said that while he does 
not vape, he was turned onto the 
marketability of vaping when 
it helped his wife quit smok-
ing. He said he can no longer 
legally claim that vaping has 
health benefits, but alluded to a 

2015 British Health Department 
study that claims it is 95 percent 
safer than traditional smoking.
 “We see this as an opportu-
nity, though. We are better po-
sitioned than anyone else,” Xu 
said. “We saw this coming from 
day one, and that’s why we are 
already in compliance with 
much of the FDA’s regulations.”
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 Billy Gene Sims, husband, 
patriarch, homesteader, sol-
dier and businessman, passed 
away on March 4, 2017.
 A dreamer and pioneer, 
he met and fell in love with 
Edith Hammond at a USO 
dance in California. Bill 
and Edie embarked on 65 
years of adventurous life. 
They raised a large, loud 
and loving family.
 Drafted into the U.S. 
Army, he fought in the Ko-
rean War. He was a field 
artillery officer and master 
aviator who flew two Viet-
nam tours. He was awarded 
the Legion of Merit, Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, 
Bronze Star for Valor and 
Purple Heart.
 Bill and Edie home-
steaded in Kasilof, Ala. 
For 40 years, they owned 
Antiques ‘n Old Stuff at 
multiple locations in D.C., 
Chambersburg, Penn., and 
Brunswick, Md. He was an 
auctioneer and his motto 
for business and life was 
“Specializing in making 
folks happy.”
 As a founding member of 
Holy Family Catholic Com-
munity in Middletown, Md., 
he was a lector, greeter and 
founder of the annual church 
auction. He embraced those 
who were down-on-their-
luck, hiring and counseling 
those in need, including the 
homeless, hitchhikers and 
people who wandered in off 
the street.
 Born in Brownsboro, 
Texas on March 22, 1929, 
he was 6 when his mother 
died from gangrene. At 15, 
he left home, hitchhiking 
across the country, hopping 
trains and courageously 
forging a life. He earned a 
GED, then a bachelor’s de-
gree from the Univeresity 
of Maryland.
 Survivors include Edith 
of Alexandria, six children: 
Billy M. (Gail) Sims of Hag-

erstown, Md.; Marcus T. 
(Lourdes) Sims of Clarks-
ville, Md.; Vanessa Arm-
strong of Fort Defiance, 
Va.; Monica Sims Crim-
mins (John Hannon), Diana 
Sims (Keith) Snider and 
John D. (Theresa) Sims, all 
of Alexandria; grandchil-
dren Benjamin Narduzzi; 
Gabriel (Anna) Narduzzi; 
Emily (Nick) Macedonia; 
Bess (Chad) Sussman; Na-
thaniel (Katelyn) Snider; 
Alexander Snider; William 
Snider; Samuel Snider; An-
nalisa Sims, Marcella Sims; 
Johnna Sims; Billy Gene 
Sims; and Nourah Barden; 
brother William Kenneth 
(Nefa) Sims, numerous “ad-
opted” family members and 
lifelong friends.
 Burial at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery to be an-
nounced. Please view and 
sign the family guestbook 
at www.jeffersonfuneral-
chapel.com.

Lt. Col. Billy Gene Sims (87)
OBITUARY

Lt. Col. Billy Gene Sims
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Cardinals take Christian 
Cheerleading Assoc. 
crown for second  
straight year
BY JAMES CULLUM 

 Bishop Ireton swept the 
Christian Cheerleading Asso-
ciation’s 2017 national cham-
pionships in Fayetteville, N.C. 
on Saturday. It was their sec-
ond national title in as many 
years.
 The Cardinals earned a 
combined score of 101.5 out 
of 100 in the large varsity 
category — the highest score 
ever — sweeping the musi-
cal and non-musical portions 
of the competition and walk-
ing away as the overall grand 
champions.
 “We broke history,” said 
Ireton coach Angela Hope-
Eskew. “We scored the highest 

SPORTS
Bishop Ireton cheerleaders win national championship 

Bishop Ireton won the musical and non-musical portions of the cheer competition at the Christian Cheerleading Association’s 2017 champion-
ships in Fayetteville, N.C., Saturday. It was their second national title in a row. SEE IRETON | 13
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score ever, and the association 
has been going since 1987. It’s 
unbelievable. I couldn’t even 
think straight when our score 
was announced.”
 The Cardinals’ award-
winning two and a half min-
ute routine — one minute 
for cheering, the rest set to 
music — was performed in 
Fayetteville’s packed Crown 
Coliseum. The routine was 
choreographed for the second 
straight year by Sheldon Bull-
ock, coach of the nationally 
recognized Maryland Twist-
ers cheer team.
 This year’s routine included 
moving pyramids, basket toss-
es, one twist basket and two 
pikes, elite one-man stunts, 
four connected elite jumps, 
360s, among other maneuvers.
 “It was such an amazing 
experience and I’ll never for-
get it,” said team captain Elea-
nor Burling. “It’s a great way 
to represent our city and our 
school. It was the hardest rou-
tine we’ve ever performed.
 “We got these extra points 
for doing college-level stunts, 
and we just all gave it our all. 

… It was a packed routine, 
we put a lot in it and it was 
really fun.” 
 Six seniors, including Burl-
ing, will be leaving the team at 
the end of the school year, and 
practice for next season begins 
in the middle of summer.
 “We’re losing a lot of 
strength, but the girls are so 
committed to our team,” said 
Hope-Eskew. “It takes time 
management. All of them are 
cheer scholars, and almost the 
whole team has a 3.0 GPA, and 
they are all very dedicated to 
the program and their school-
work.”
 Burling will study nursing 
at St. Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, Ind., this fall, and will 
try out to be a University of 
Notre Dame cheerleader. 
 “The girls I know on the 
team I will love and remember 
forever. We all call each other 
a ‘cheer family,’ and as girls 
we totally embrace that,” she 
said. “The first thing we did 
[after winning] was to call the 
seniors from last year and tell 
them that we did it again.”
 Ireton’s first win at nation-
als was in 2011. Since there is 
no bench in cheerleading, all 

20 of the girls from this year’s 
squad participated. The team 
practices eight months out of 
the year and performs at all 
home football and basketball 
games and pep rallies.
 Burling said that cheer-
leading is about trusting your 
teammates and coaches. 
 “I know that no matter 
what, I’ll come back over 
school break and encourage 
next year’s team,” she said. 
“I’m so thankful to Coach 
Angela and Coach Whitney 
[Cook] and all of my fellow se-
niors, and I’m proud that we all 
worked together.”  
 Hope-Eskew said that the 
team’s philosophy is to work 
like crazy and trust in a higher 
power.
 “We believe that practice 
and commitment makes us 
work and respect each other,” 
she said. “And we really focus 
on putting God first on the 
team. We pray before and af-
ter a meet and put our trust in 
the Lord.
 “I think God was with us. 
It took everyone at every sec-
ond doing what they were sup-
posed to be doing. If one girl 
was off, it wouldn’t work.”
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 St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School has announced it ap-
pointed Jalene Spain Thomas 
as the next director of the low-
er school, effective July 1.
 Spain Thomas has served 
as an administrator and faculty 
member at Beauvoir, the Na-
tional Cathedral Elementary 
School, since 2001.
 She served as a directing 
teacher for kindergarten, the 
director of academic personnel, 
the director of the primary divi-
sion and academic personnel, 
and in 2014 she was appointed 
the assistant head of school.
 Spain Thomas has a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology and 
art history from Duke Uni-
versity and Master’s degree in 
private school leadership from 
the Teachers College at Co-
lumbia University.
 At Beauvoir, she was a 
member of the strategic plan-
ning committee and served as 
co-chairwoman of the multi-
cultural committee. Outside 
of her role at Beauvoir, she has 
served on school accredita-
tion teams for both the Middle 
States Association of Colleges 
and Schools and the Virginia 
Association of Independent 
Schools, and as an affinity 
group leader for the National 

Association of Independent 
Schools People of Color Con-
ference.
 She currently serves on 
the board for the Mid-Atlantic 
Episcopal Schools Association 
and is a member of the govern-
ing board of the Bishop John T. 
Walker School for Boys.
 Spain Thomas said she 
is excited to get to know and 
work with the students, par-
ents, teachers and administra-
tors at SSSAS.
 “Each interaction that I 
have had with members of the 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
community allowed me to see 
a joyful and vibrant school pas-
sionately engaged with its mis-
sion,” she said in a statement. 
“The pursuit of goodness and 
knowledge is fostered both 
personally and collectively by 
students and adults alike. This 
served as an immediate source 
of inspiration to me.”
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
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and used to build four libraries 
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ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
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 Last month, six students 
from Immanuel Lutheran 
School competed in the 34th an-
nual Northern Virginia Region-
al MathCounts Competition at 
George Mason University.
 This was the first year Im-
manuel has participated in this 
competition, which featured 
its team competing alongside 
more than 400 students from 53 
area schools.
 Schools could each enter 
one team of four students, as 

well as additional individual 
competitors. Immanuel com-
petitors included eighth grad-
ers Huit Blackmon, Gabriel 
Brady and Preston Lee, sev-
enth graders Drew Csontos 
and Matthew Graveson and 
sixth grader Jonah Cook.
 Students competed in an in-
dividual sprint round, a target 
round, and a team round. The 
Immanuel team, comprised of 
Huit, Gabriel, Drew and Mat-
thew, earned a 5th place finish 

overall in the George Wash-
ington Chapter.
 Huit Blackmon was also 
recognized as the highest indi-
vidual scorer from the school, 
while Jonah Cook was honored 
as one of the top five 6th grade 

performances in the individual 
sprint round.
 “I am extremely proud of all 
our students who participated in 
this year’s regional MathCounts 
competition,” math teacher Aar-
on Schultz said in a statement. 

“In our math program, as with 
all our study at ILS, we are al-
ways looking for opportunities 
to further challenge and engage 
our students in the material they 
are learning.
 “Each week we take some 
time away from our math text-
books to dig deeper and ex-
plore the beauty of numbers. 
This helps students expand 
their thinking and challenges 
them to push themselves even 
further. Opportunities such 
as math club and MathCounts 
give students even more chanc-
es to expand upon the founda-
tions we have already made in 
our math curriculum.”
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 Bishop Ireton High School 
recently announced that senior 
Samuel Paparo was named a 
finalist for the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. As an 
NMSP Finalist, Sam will move 
on to the final round where, if 
selected, he could be eligible for 
one of 7,500 merit scholarships.
 Sam is the son of Capt. Samuel 
Paparo and Maureen Paparo of 

Annandale, Va. 
  After graduating from Bishop 
Ireton in June, Sam will attend the 
U.S. Naval Academy, where he 
received a service appointment. 
Sam also has an offer to attend 
Villanova University and was 
offered a full tuition scholarship 
to attend Fordham University. 
 Last summer, Sam attended 
Virginia Boys State and was se-

lected for the USMC Summer 
Leadership and Character Devel-
opment Academy and the Naval 
War College STEM Camp.
 At Bishop Ireton, Sam is an 
active member of the Model UN 
Program serving as secretary gen-
eral and president, and is the se-
nior class representative to student 
government. Sam is also captain 
of the varsity cross country team. 

Bishop Ireton senior a National Merit finalist SSSAS appoints new lower 
school director
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.
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ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”
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 Two- and three-dimension-
al shapes are concepts taught 
in Kindergarten with activities 
typically ranging from draw-
ing to building with blocks.
 But this year, students 
at Alexandria Country Day 
School were able to explore 
shapes through a new project. 
With help from technology in-
tegrationist Scott Lieberman, 
the students learned about us-
ing tinkercad.com to design in 
a three-dimensional space and 

how a 3D printer works.
 Each of the students was 
challenged to design and print 
a 3D shape with their initials 
on it. The project excited and 
intrigued the students, and 
they were amazed to learn that 
it can take hours to print one 
small model, and that it took 
almost 30 hours to print all of 
the projects.
 The class will continue ex-
ploring 3D design with a fu-
ture lesson on stamp making.

 Schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley recently was 
honored as one of the top 
leaders in the region making a 
difference in education by the 
AFRO-American Newspapers 
— the nation’s oldest black 
newspaper.
 Crawley, a tireless champi-
on for closing the achievement 
gap in education throughout 
his 37-year career, received 
his award at a dinner in Balti-
more last month.
 Alexandria City Public 
Schools has seen signifi-
cant progress in closing the 
achievement gap among all 
groups of students in recent 
Standards of Learning tests, 
including particularly high 
rates of improvement with 
black and economically disad-
vantaged student subgroups.
 “I am honored to receive 
this award. It acknowledges 
the work we are doing at 
ACPS to ensure every stu-
dent succeeds, no matter their 
background,” Crawley said in 
a statement. “It is clear that 
we are closing the gap be-
tween our historically under-
performing students and other 
students at ACPS, but we will 
not stop until all groups are 
performing at high levels.”
 Over the past three years, 
ACPS has shown consider-

able gains in the focus areas 
of reading, science and math 
across all subgroups, narrow-
ing the achievement gap while 
raising achievement across 
ACPS as a whole. ACPS read-
ing pass rates have seen a 7 
percentage point increase, 
math a 4 percentage point 
increase and science a 3 per-
centage point increase over 
the last three years.
 Black and economically 
disadvantaged student sub-
groups have seen a 10 percent-
age point increase in reading 
over the last three years. Simi-
lar gains have been made in 
both math and science, where 
black students have increased 
their performance in math by 
6 percentage points and in sci-
ence by 10 percentage points.
 Black students also made 
gains in all content areas, in-
cluding writing, where they 
saw a 4-percentage point in-
crease over three years.
 In addition to his practical 
accomplishments in closing 
the gap at ACPS, Crawley is 
co-author of the book “Gain-
ing on the Gap: Changing 
Hearts, Minds and Practice,” 
which focuses on efforts to 
address the achievement gap 
between low-income students, 
students of color and their 
peers.

Alexandria Country Day School 
kindergartners use 3D printing

Alexandria student shines on stage, 
in community

Superintendent honored for work
closing the achievement gap
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class they have been talking 
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and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.
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ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”
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 Despite being only a soph-
omore, Madeira student Katie 
King has already made her 
mark on The Madeira School 
theater program. A day stu-
dent from Alexandria, she has 
earned lead roles in four plays 
during her two years, most 
recently performing as Little 
Red Riding Hood in “Into the 
Woods.” 
 “The Madeira theater com-
munity is so fun and support-
ive,” King said. “My favorite 
moments are celebrating with 
my friends as soon as we fin-
ish a show because of the hard 
work we all put in.”
 In addition to her theater 
accomplishments, Katie re-
cently completed a five-week 
internship at Kilmer Center, a 
school for physically and de-
velopmentally disabled chil-
dren, where she assisted in the 
classroom.
  “It was so amazing to have 
such a hands-on experience, 
using differentiated curricu-
lum to discover how every stu-

dent in my classroom learned 
best,” she said. “I originally 
fell in love with Madeira be-
cause it is a place where I am 
academically challenged, but 
where I can still have fun as 
well. The sense of community 
is amazing, and I have never 
been at a school like it.” 
 Next up for King is helping 
to effect change within the 
government during her junior 
year co-curriculum place-
ment, when all Madeira ju-
niors intern on Capitol Hill to 
learn firsthand how Congress 
works.
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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1. Parade dignitaries wave at onlookers. 
2. Bethany Peck (left) with friend Amina Aeberli.
3.  Brent Anderson dressed up as the “Irish Pope of Alexandria.” 
4. The O’Neill-James School of Irish Dancing.
5. Mayor Allison Silberberg with Pat Troy. 
6. R2D2 of the 501st Legion, a Star Wars cosplay group. 
7. A 1960 cherry Corvette.
8. The Alexandria Cryptozoology and Paranormal Society.
9. Alexandria Rugby players rally in a makeshift scrum on  
 King Street. 
10. The Alexandria Pipes and Drums.
11. Washington Scottish Pipe Band. 
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The eyes of thousands were smiling on Alexandria’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Old Town on Saturday. The day’s events included a classic car show, dog show and 
the parade, which was overseen by grand marshals Karen and Bill Butcher, Alexan-
dria’s favorite Irish son Pat Troy and Mayor Allison Silberberg. “It’s great to see so 
many people come out on such a beautiful day,” Silberberg said. “At least once a year 
all of us in Alexandria have a bit of the Irish in us.” 
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BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

 Arts and crafts give interi-
ors their soul. They personal-
ize, like all things bespoke, 
and make a house your own, 
with an intimacy that really is 
hard to match, especially when 
there’s a backstory. 
 These objects speak to you, 
especially when they have a 
memorable story that adds a 
touch of romance. A piece of 
tinwork you acquired while 
traveling, a one-of-a-kind deco-
rative ceramic pot that you fell 
in love with in an artist’s studio 
or perhaps folk art from a mu-
seum. You may have learned 
about the inspiration for a rug 
and how it was woven. Just see-
ing these pieces in your foyer or 
living room brings you back and 
adds to the enjoyment. 
 The appreciation for hand-
crafted objects has swelled in 
the last few decades. Seeking 
the artisanal extends to every-

thing from aromatic soaps to 
chocolates, like the hand-dec-
orated signature ganaches from 
MarieBelle New York Choco-
lates, which look like a box of 
16 miniature paintings, each 
with a different flavor.
 The appeal, says Caroline 
Hipple, president of Norwalk 
Furniture, which has featured 
craft-inspired looks on its fab-
rics for upholstery and pillows, 
is authenticity. 
 “It’s an antidote to mass 
consumerism, the opposite of 
technology. We want to feel the 
touch, know the source, relate 
to the maker. Celebration of in-
digenous materials, using them 
in new ways — that’s what I 
love,” she said.
 Bolstered by globaliza-
tion and easier access online, 
sites such as the handcrafted 
product marketplace Etsy fos-
ter relationships, introducing 
and connecting makers with 

buyers. Artisans may be dis-
covered, like Justin Bieber, on 
YouTube, Instagram or other 
social media. Or they meet up 

through local or international 
craft shows.
 In Dublin, Ireland, there’s 
an annual creative expo entirely 

devoted to Irish artisans called 
Showcase, organized by Enter-
prise Ireland. Alanna Gallagh-
er, who curated the Home and 
Gift editors choice selections at 
Showcase this year, says, “The 
story each piece tells is vitally 
important. Products I consider 
worth featuring must first and 
foremost be functional, but 
they must also be covetable and 
engaging.”
 At shows like Maison et 
Objet in Paris and Salone del 
Mobile in Milan, booths are 
well scouted by retail buyers, 
designers and manufacturers 
looking for new creative craft. 
 Art museums collaborate 
with manufacturers on licensed 
furnishings collections, includ-
ing Traditions Made Modern, 
which holds the Museum of 
New Mexico Foundation at its 
core. The rich resources include 

Textile trends take on a traditional tone

PHOTO/HORCHOW 

Artist Carol Benson-Cobb drew from one of her best-selling paint-
ings to create the sand-hued Belgian linen heavyweight fabric for 
this 75-inch-wide, 36 1/2-inch-deep by 38-inch-tall scoop-warm 
sofa from the John-Richard Collection.

SEE TEXTILES  | 20
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‘Key for Two’ is a  
brilliant British comedy
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 What’s more fun than a 
British farce by the Little The-
atre of Alexandria? It’s the 
troupe’s stock-in-trade and 
each season they get more 
masterful at this vehicle, most 
recently with their production 
of “Key for Two.” 
 Written by John Chapman 
(no relation to the city coun-
cilor) and Dave Freeman, it is 
a hoot in the grand tradition of 
delightfully naughty drawing 
room comedies. Freeman be-
gan his writing career on “The 
Benny Hill Show” and “Carry 
On” TV shows, later writing 
for Peter Sellers and other no-
table British comedians.

 Chapman was best known 
for a slew of British sketch 
comedies in the 1970s and 
1980s. The writers collaborat-
ed on this play, winning Com-
edy of the Year in London’s 
Society of West End Theater 
Awards for their efforts.
 Harriet (Charlene Sloan) is 
mistress to two married men, 
successful ad man Gordon 
(Peter Harrold) and ship owner 
Alec (Cal Whitehurst). They 
each are unaware of the other, 
as well as the existence of Har-
riet’s estranged spouse.
 In order to keep the charade 
alive, the pretty polygamist 
cleverly concocts a balancing 
act to entertain them on al-
ternate days. The fun begins 
when Gordon twists his ankle, 

leaving him bedridden in her 
Brighton flat.
 To add to the confusion, her 
best friend Anne (Dana Gat-
tuso), smarting from a recent 
separation, arrives unexpected. 
Anne’s husband Richard (Jus-
tin Latus), a taxidermist, soon 
shows up drunk as a skunk and 
still carrying a torch for Harriet.
 The two women quickly 
join forces, creating hilarious 
excuse after hilarious excuse 
to explain away the untenable 
situation.
 “It’s been a very busy year for 
kept women,” Harriet complains 
to Anne as the two conspirators 
attempt to keep the men from 
bumping into each other.
 There’s a lot of leaping in 
and out of bed as Harriet pre-

tends to be married to Anne’s 
fictional husband, dubbed “Bob 
the Murderer” in order to keep 
Gordon at sixes and nines. But 
it’s Anne who has to go the ex-
tra mile, pretending to be mar-
ried to Gordon in order to pre-
serve Harriet’s charade.
 It begins to unravel when 
Anne, now pretending to be a 
caregiver at Harriet’s “nursing 
home,” claims that Alec has 
“polygamist palsy” and be-
lieves he is married to Harriet.
 Are you still with me? 
If you can keep that much 
straight in your mind, the rest 
is a snap — that is until Gor-
don and Alec’s wives, Magda 
(Elizabeth Replogle) and Mil-
dred (Liz LeBoo) show up and 
all hell breaks loose. Richard’s 

brief love affair with Magda’s 
fox stole is classic.
 Director Eleanore Tapscott 
(“Caught in the Net,” “Noises 
Off” and “I’m Not Rappaport,” 
all at the Little Theatre) corrals 
a talented cast and puts them 
to work tickling our collective 
funny bones with snappy rep-
artee, double entendres, puns 
and malapropisms. And to our 
delight, they never stop. 
 If you like silly British slap-
stick comedy, this is the one to 
see!

Through March 18 at The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. For tickets and 
information, call the box of-
fice at 703-683-0496 or visit 

www.thelittletheatre.com.

PHOTOS/KEITH WATERS
“Key for Two,” now playing at The Little Theatre 
of Alexandria, is a hilarious romp such as only 
the British can provide.

Another madcap 
romp from the 
Little Theatre



March 9

WOMEN’S HISTORY COMMU-
NITY MOBILE Work with Torpedo 
Factory artists to make a portrait 
and contribute to the community 
mobile. Please bring a photo of a 
woman who inspired you. Admis-
sion is free.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter, 105 N Union St.
Information: social@torpedofactory-
artists.com
LECTURE: THE PRESIDENT IN 
THE KITCHEN Erin Carlson Mast 
is the CEO and executive director 
of President Lincoln’s Cottage. 
In this program, she discusses 
the book “Abraham Lincoln in 
the Kitchen” by Rae Katherine 
Eighmey. Her talk allows you to pull 
up a chair at Lincoln’s table, sit be-
side him and son Tad at a soldiers’ 
campfire, and join the president on 
the porch as he enjoys his favorite 
food, the apple.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

March 10
FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash Night 
featuring Patrick Henry Elementary 
School. Enjoy swimming, beach ball 
and aqua basketball and a floating 
obstacle course. Pool safety tips 
and swimming skills assessments 
will be offered for youth. Light 
refreshments will be served.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553

FRIDAY EVENING CHAMBER 
MUSIC SERIES The Alexandria 
Office of the Arts and the Sympho-
ny Orchestra of Northern Virginia 
are presenting a Friday chamber 
music concert series, with some 
of the best chamber music in the 
region. Led by Maestro Jeffrey 

Dokken, the March 10 Chamber 
Concert will feature composers J. 
Pachelbel Canon, F. Mendelssohn, 
R. Schumann and Johann Sebas-
tian Bach. Tickets are $15 and 
free for children 5 and under.  
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Location: Dr. Oswald Durant Memo-
rial Center, 1605 Cameron St. 
Information: Visit www.alexan-
driava.gov/webtrac – then select 
the activity number- (355210.02) to 
pay online 

March 11

HER STORY: WOMEN IN 
ACTION FOR GIRL SCOUT DAI-
SIES AND BROWNIES Celebrate 
women and learn about issues 
important to women and girls in 
the community. Girl Scout Daisies, 
Brownies, and their accompanying 
adults will participate in hands-
on activities and add their own 
future goals to a timeline of Juliette 
Gordon Low’s story.  Participants 
will talk with a panel of current and 
former Girl Scouts and discover 
how scouting empowered them.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

BEST BIB AND TUCKER BALL 
The Best Bib & Tucker Ball 2017: 
Cherry Blossom Ball. For a night 
of unforgettable reverie, join Doc 
Scantlin’s orchestra and the dazzling 
songstress Chou Chou for dancing 
and entertainment. Delight in koto 
music from Sachiko Smith, enjoy 
food, drink and a silent auction. 
Tickets cost $150 per person.
Time: 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
museum.us

TEEN NIGHT PARTY Organized 
by Teens for Teens, the Charles 
Houston Advisory Council will have 
a food and drink concession table 
with all proceeds going to the New 
Teen Center Project. All teens are 
invited to come have fun and be a 
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Key For Two                                                                2/25 - 3/18

Harriet is a divorcee with financial 
woes, when she takes control by 
entertaining — and collecting rent — 
from two gentlemen. To keep things 
straight becomes a real  
challenge. Her carefully 
calculated scheme falls 
to pieces when Harriet’s 
men and their irate wives 
descend on her flat. This 
classic British farce will 
have you laughing in 
your seat with hilarious 
outcomes!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Coming soon

part of the survey to decide
what the new Teen Center will look 
like. Admission is free.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: charleshoustonrec@
gmail.com

March 12 
APOTHECARY OF MERCY 
CIVIL WAR TOURS Fans of 
the PBS original drama “Mercy 
Street,” which is set in Civil War-era 
Alexandria, can explore the themes 
of the show with a tour of the 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Mu-
seum. Its vast collection of herbal 
botanicals, hand-blown glass and 
medical equipment is accompanied 
by journals, letters and diaries, 
prescription and formula books, 
ledgers, orders and invoices. The 
names of famous customers ap-
pear in these documents, including 
Martha Washington, Nelly Custis 
and Robert E. Lee. Admission costs 
$8 per person, and the tour is rec-
ommended for ages 10 and up. 
Time: 12:15 to 1 p.m. 
Location: 105-107 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/Apothecary

March 16
LECTURE: INSIDE THE MINDS 
OF HISTORY’S GREAT PER-
SONALITIES WITH A FRENCH 
TWIST A lecture by Claudia Kalb, 
an award-winning journalist who 
will discuss her latest book, “Andy 
Warhol was a Hoarder.” A former 
senior writer for Newsweek, Kalb’s 
book focuses on the challenges 
and triumphs of 12 historical icons, 
including Charles Darwin, Howard 
Hughes and Albert Einstein to 
Marilyn Monroe, Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Princess Diana. This lecture will 
focus on the connection between 
the book’s subjects and France.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: alexandriasister-
cities@gmail.com or 202-203-0177
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traditional and ethnographic 
materials from the Santa Fe, 
New Mexico-based Museum 
of International Folk Art, the 
Museum of Indian Arts and 
Culture and the New Mexico 
History Museum. Themes from 
these institutions are adapted 
into modern pieces of furniture, 
lighting, textiles and accesso-
ries. Its latest licensees include 
Hickory Chair, Maitland Smith, 
Jaipur Living, with African 
Kuba cloth-inspired, hand-
knotted carpets, and Wildwood 
lamps, whose inspirations in-
clude Turkish ceramics, Native 
American jewelry and indigo-
dyed Japanese coats.

 At a recent design summit 
in Santa Fe, Pamela Kelly, vice 
president of licensing for the 
Museum of New Mexico Foun-
dation, spoke of the importance 
of expanding its brand. 
 “Using the resources of our 
four museums,” says Kelly, “we 
inspire with new ideas, exploring 
materials and methods. The al-

chemy is an intersection of tech-
nology and tradition — one fast; 
one slow. We believe they’re two 
sides of the same coin.”
 Consider the art of New 
Yorker George Venson, whose 
signature style is bold graph-
ics and color. His inspirations 
take him to his Greek roots 
with urns and vase imagery, the 

Ballets Russes, new takes on 
chinoiserie and flora and fauna, 
all in a vibrant expression. His 
paintings are translated into 
wallcoverings and fabrics with 
digital printing. 
 Digital printing has revo-
lutionized such production, as 
well as that of porcelain tile, 
creating texture as well as pat-

tern. Printing with 3-D technol-
ogy is reportedly saving some 
designer careers in Italy, where 
numbers have been dwindling 
due to competition from China.
 For contemporary artists, 
it’s often difficult to market 
wares without gallery or re-
tail representation. The Art-
ful Home catalog, launched 
in 1985, has been one forum, 
representing more than 19,000 
original works of art in a cu-
rated collection.
 Forward-thinking retail-
ers like West Elm, which in 
the past has done pop-ups with 
Etsy, launched a local initiative 
to discover artisans — paint-

HOME OF THE WEEK
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off  

if the work is performed now through March 31st 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

  Built in 2006, this beauti-
fully appointed, modern luxury 
townhome is located in the 
historic George Washington 
Club condos. Immediately im-
pressive from the front door, 
through the elegant kitchen to 
the French doors in the living 
room that overlook the terraced 
back yard, you will love the at-
tention to detail.
 An ultimate space for enter-
taining, the large dining room 
accommodates a seven-foot table 
and flows into the unique rustic 
brick kitchen with granite coun-
tertops, an island and beautiful 
Viking stainless steel appliances.
 The kitchen opens up into 
the living room, providing an 
open and welcoming place for 

small gatherings or larger par-
ties. Adding to the elegance of 
the home, the entire main level 
boasts high ceilings and warm, 
rich hardwood floors.
 Upstairs, enjoy bubble baths 
in the jetted tub. The master 
bathroom also offers the con-
venience of a double vanity 
and separate shower. The spa-
cious master suite has hardwood 
floors, high ceilings, large, orga-
nized closets and double French 
doors leading to a Juliet balcony 
with gorgeous views.
 Invite your family or friends 
to stay with you in their own 
guest room with a full en-suite 
bath. An additional bedroom 
and workout room occupy the 
second upper level.

 Bask in the luxury of Italian 
tile flooring in the lower level, 
work or study in the extravagant 
office with custom bookshelves, 
or warm up by the opulent fire-
place. Family fun and entertain-
ing are enhanced by the conve-
nience of a wet bar.
 From the lower level, enter 
your brick patio and relax un-
der the retractable awning while 
listening to the soothing sounds 
of the water fountain flow. En-
joy the landscaped terraced yard 
that leads to the detached more 
than 300-square foot garage and 
a designated parking space that 
conveys with the home.
 All of this is available in a 
perfect location in the heart of 
Old Town’s southeast quadrant.

At a Glance:
Location: 713 Gibbon St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price:  $1,295,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5 

This ideally located home is stunning perfection

Discount

PHOTOS/JANE WILSON 

This modern and luxurious townhouse is located in the southeast 
quadrant of Alexandria. This kitchen features elegant yet rustic brick, 
granite countertops, an island and beautiful Viking appliances.

Square footage: 2,618
Year built: 2006, upgraded 2010
Contact: Jane Wilson,  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty,  
703-836-1464, 703-772-3039 or  
jane.wilson@penfedrealty.com

TEXTILES          FROM | 17
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ers, furniture makers, potters, 
quilters — to spotlight in area 
stores. Its network now includes 
more than 500 makers, with 
4,500 products, some one-of-a-
kind works. 
 Other companies regularly 
seek out artists. Currently, one 
of Venson’s new chinoiserie 
papers is available on Anthro-
pologie’s website. The retailer 
also has its own creative team 
that designs in house, with in-
spiration from contributors’ 
various travels. 
 Romo, a high-end fabric man-
ufacturer based in the UK, nod-
ded to London watercolor artist 
Jessica Zoob for a riveting collec-
tion a few years back. Described 
as a modern impressionist, Zoob’s 
dreamy large-scale florals and 
lush palette are especially en-
chanting on velvet and linen.
 Irish artist Sue Gifford’s 
large-scale splash of roses print-
ed on a linen pillow at Showcase 

Ireland were breathtaking.
 Drawing from ancient, an-
tique or vintage pieces can of-
ten assume a more modern sen-
sibility with a shift up in scale 
or by changing media (pottery 
to glass) or design and tech-
nique (as in Waterford’s edgy 
Punk collection from four years 
back). At Maison et Objet in 
Paris, technique dazzled with 
colored crystal bowls from 
Swarovski that feature new la-
ser jet crystal printing. 
 Mixing media also intrigues. 
Last year’s trend in teaming 
wood and marble continues 
with a fresh wrinkle: a black-
and-white-striped resin set into 
a beautifully figured acacia 
bowl by Juliska.
 Old World crafts, like lost 
wax and sand mold casting, 
also are shaken up with modern 
aesthetics. Jonathan Glatt of the 
O&G Studio created a series 
of brackets and hardware that 
steals the show from the white 
lacquer shelves it supports.

 Even contract furnishings 
companies — which service 
hospitality venues, offices 
and hospitals  —  spotlight 
craft or the craft-inspired. 
The Milan-based Spanish 
designer Patricia Urquiola, 
art director for Hayworth (a 
company based in Holland, 
Michigan, that includes Pol-
trona Frau, Cappellini and 
Janus et Cie), created a group 
of modern rugs for Gan that 
look like giant knit and cro-
cheted patchworks in a perky 
palette. Knoll often takes 
inspiration from the fashion 
world, and a recent launch by 

designers for SUNO features 
Japanese motifs.
 Computers, 3-D printing 
and new technologies have gen-
erated a maker’s movement, 
with DIY a big component. 
Spirited by MAKE magazine, 
which launched in 2005, there 
now are Maker Faires, billed as 
festivals of creativity and inven-
tion, all over the country (www.
makerfaire.com).
 But there are some who still 
prefer — and are trying to keep 
alive — the good old-fashioned 
by-hand methods.
 Ger Collins, who designs 
a range of soft furnishings 

for the nursery under the la-
bel Pippablue, is passionate 
about passing the tradition 
to children and grown-ups. 
With pop-y patterns, including 
tweeds and bold, non-tradi-
tional colors, she and her busi-
ness partner, Eve Esteve (“two 
mums and sewing teachers”), 
create charming kits cut and 
packed in their studio on the 
west coast of Ireland.
 With an early start, perhaps 
the enthusiasm of maker can be 
nurtured — especially when it 
comes to defining one’s style. 
And creating, above all else, for 
the pure joy of it.
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2017), and visit  
www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products. You can also contact  
us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

PHOTO/COLE AND SON
A new fabric and wallcovering collection launched by the British-
based Cole and Son is a collaborative effort with Ardmore Ceram-
ics, both celebrating Africa’s birds, big cats, mischievous monkeys 
as well as exotic flowers, Zulu beadwork and woven baskets. This 
pattern is based on Khulu (meaning “most important”) vases, based 
on classical shapes and entwined with African animals. 
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Our View
Responding to need, 
Alexandria style
 Alexandria has a well-deserved reputation as a giving com-
munity. Maybe it stems from being home to so many local and 
national nonprofit associations.
 Or maybe it’s because so many military and civilian government 
workers — people who often view their jobs as a calling rather than 
a mere occupation — make their homes in the Port City.
 Whatever the reason, a willingness to help others is deeply ingrained 
in our city’s culture. One of the most obvious manifestations of our city’s 
philanthropic bent comes each spring, when ACT for Alexandria holds 
Spring2ACTion, an online day of giving that annually raises more than 
$1 million for local charities in 24 hours. ACT President John Porter re-
minds us to put April 5 on our calendars in his column this week.
 In addition, hundreds of people who live and work in Alexan-
dria participate in Volunteer Alexandria’s annual community ser-
vice day, which will be held May 12. For many, these two days of 
giving back are spring milestones.
 While those days of giving are quantifiable in terms of dollars and 
volunteers, much of the philanthropy in Alexandria occurs below the 
radar screen. For example, another rite of spring is the Christian sea-
son of Lent; while many people give something up during the 40-day 
Lenten season, others quietly take on a regimen of giving.
 Many hundreds more give their time through organized, ongoing vol-
unteer efforts, which range from tutoring and mentoring in schools to 
making meals for the homeless and visiting people who are homebound.
 It’s a form of giving when parents take the time to coach their 
child’s soccer or baseball teams, or when children serve as aco-
lytes or altar boys and girls.
 Other times the need, and thus the giving, is short-term and 
spontaneous.
 We saw an example of such an immediate response to a need 
this week, when the last-minute decision by Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools to close on Wednesday after more than 300 staff mem-
bers requested leave left many parents scrambling to find care for 
their children.
 Whether or not one supported the national Day Without a 
Woman strike or the decision by ACPS to close was secondary to 
the need to line up child care.
 Not surprisingly, Alexandrians stepped into the breach to help 
one another. As chronicled in our story on the ACPS closing, Kel-
ley Smith was, by a coincidence of timing, home this week and she 
and friends reached out to others via Facebook to let them know 
they could help.
 Parents and administrators at other schools also volunteered to or-
ganize and find ways to make sure that those who could not take off 
from work could secure supervision for their children.
 This kind of immediate response is admirable and, in Alexandria, 
not unusual. Sometimes a person will organize meals for a friend go-
ing through a medical emergency or give extra rides, without worrying 
about the scorecard of “whose turn it is” when a family is in distress.
 As the rancor of our current era seemingly grows more cacoph-
onous by the week, Alexandria’s culture of giving becomes even 
more important. When we are serving lunches to the needy or 
watching a neighbor’s children for them, it doesn’t matter whether 
we are a Democrat or a Republican, religious or a nonbeliever.
 In fact, seeing those with whom we disagree politically also 
providing support in the community helps unify us. Ultimately, 
what matters is that we recognize need and we respond.

Your Views

Opinion “Where the press is 
free and every man is 

able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

End the tax-and-spend mandate of 
city council
To the editor:
 When it comes to govern-
ments, especially our city 
government, there are always 
more needs than money to ad-
dress them. We’re reminded 
of this truism annually when, 
on or around this time of the 
year, our city councilors make 
sad remarks that there’s noth-
ing left to pare, and similar 
lamentations.
 Former Mayor Bill Euille 
was recently quoted saying 
that we’re at the point where 
services have to be cut. This 
is code for saying, “Get ready, 
your taxes are going up.” An-
other clue: not a single elected 
official has the courage to posit 
potential spending reductions, 
or even hint that there might 
be savings from doing without 
something, contracting out a 
service, much less establish-
ing a campaign to aggressively 
solicit suggestions for savings 
from the community.
 It’s just not part of their 
DNA. For our city council, 
fine Democrats to the core, 

taxing and spending is their 
crowning achievement. It’s 
when they exert the maximum 
power entrusted to them. This 
is the time when they can law-
fully take what others earn to 
spend in a manner in which 
they deem right and proper.
 Here’s why you need to be 
fearful: our city council can’t 
even say no to lights at Parker-
Gray stadium, an insulting ex-
travagance that has nothing to 
do with education and every-
thing to do with increasing un-
audited, off-the-book rental in-
come from leasing the stadium 
to non-student sports groups.
 They can’t even say no to 
the Board of Architectural Re-
view, which is disfiguring Old 
Town, the tourist lure that dis-
tinguishes Alexandria from all 
other American cities.
 But they are mindful that 
evermore taxes are not popular 
with voters. Their stealth solu-
tion for more revenue, how-
ever, is worse than the cure. 
They are densely packing 
Alexandria with more people, 

cars and structures. They are 
altering your city for lucre.
 They falsely believe more 
cars, structures and people will 
produce more revenue, thereby 
reducing our tax burden when, 
in fact, just the opposite occurs. 
The denser our city becomes, 
the more services are neces-
sary, exceeding the revenue 
generated. If you are doubtful, 
then take a look at City Man-
ager Mark Jinks’ fiscal 2018 
proposed budget. It demands 
more of your money to provide 
more services to more people.
 A partial answer to this 
annual ritual of tax increases: 
preserve what little open land 
exists in Alexandria. It’s far 
less expensive to maintain than 
it is to serve the needs of ever-
more residents. Apart from also 
saying no to lights at T.C. Wil-
liams’ stadium, here’s another 
answer: Add wealth-makers 
to our city council which, per-
force, means replacing every 
current elected official.

- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria
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Freedom of speech is not freedom 
from criticism
To the editor:
 A recent letter to the 
editor by Jaqueline Con-
dakes (“Anti-hate efforts 
limit speech,” February 
23) proposing that the 
“No Vacancy for Hate” 
signs, which have popped 
up in response to an alt-
right meeting house in the 
neighborhood, are “no dif-
ferent than Nazi Germa-
ny” echoes a worrisome 
trend in our politics.
 Contrary to Ms. Conda-
kes’ claim, those who have 
protested the content of hate-
ful speech have consistently 
supported the rights of those 
who spout it to live where 
they choose and speak freely.

 However, while the 
First Amendment guar-
antees all people the right 
to voice their views irre-
spective of content, it af-
fords them no immunity 
from rejoinder.
 There is nothing novel 
in the assertion that stand-
ing up to bigotry is a kind 
of bigotry in itself. Politi-
cal writers have long re-
marked on the rhetorical 
sleight of hand which Jo-
seph Heller dubbed “pro-
tective rationalization.”
 To imply such sym-
metry between love and 
hate belies their true 
nature. Love does not 
exclude hatred. Hatred 

excludes itself.
 This false victimhood 
serves only to shield hate 
speech from legitimate 
criticism. In ordinary 
times, such a statement 
would be dismissible.
 But at a time when a sit-
ting president defends his 
wholesale admiration for 
murderous foreign auto-
crats by equivocating our 
uses of force with theirs 
and when White House 
officials deny objective 
facts, ordinary citizens are 
obliged to stand up and de-
mand a higher standard of 
honesty in our discourse. 

- Dylan Raycroft
Alexandria

Alexandria in Action | By John Porter

 While spring doesn’t officially 
arrive until later this month, the nice 
weather this winter has certainly 
made it feel like spring much earlier 
than usual. And with spring comes 
Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s annual 
day of giving.
 Starting in 2011 with 47 par-
ticipating organizations, a total 
of 1,265 donations were received 
amounting to $104,156 for 
local nonprofits — funds 
they would not necessar-
ily have gotten without this 
online opportunity.
 Fast forward to April 
2016, when the numbers 
increased dramatically as 
Spring2ACTion generated 
$1,337,493 for 153 Alexan-
dria nonprofits, an increase of more 
than $60,000 from the year before 
and $1.2 million since its inception.
 Digging a little deeper into the 
numbers, since its beginning Sprin-
g2ACTion has raised $4,728,348 to 
support local nonprofits. These dona-
tions have assisted organizations in 
providing a variety of resources and 
services including food, shelter, edu-
cation and health care.
 Funds received have also been 
given to support the arts, animals, 
law enforcement, child care, libraries, 
schools and sports programs for our 
community. No matter your cause or 
your passion, there’s an organization 
participating in Spring2ACTion to 
match your interests.
 This year’s annual giving day 
arrives in just 29 days — April 5. 
However, for those so inclined, you 
can preload your donations begin-
ning on March 20 — the first offi-
cial day of spring. With more than 
150 participating organizations 
again this year, our community is 
assured of exceeding last year’s do-
nation level and raising important 
funds to support nonprofits serving 
our wonderful community.
 But it’s not all about the dol-
lars. Spring2ACTion provides 
important online crowdfunding 
training for local nonprofit lead-
ers — skills which can be used 

throughout the year and helps 
to strengthen the community by 
bringing individuals and busi-
nesses together for a common 
cause, which surely will enhance 
the lives of those who donate as 
well as those who directly benefit 
from their contributions.
 The more we connect with others 
and build lasting relationships, the 

more we grow and the more 
the community benefits by 
what we accomplish togeth-
er.
    So, what to do? Now, it’s 
your turn to show the non-
profits and our commu-
nity how much you care 
and want to help. Whether 
you are able to give $10 or 

$10,000, your gifts are valuable and 
important to the organizations you 
select. From helping the homeless 
and providing increased education-
al opportunities for preschoolers, to 
supporting your artistic passion and 
helping with animal adoptions, you 
can make a difference.
 I encourage you to go to www.
spring2action.org and become one 
of what we hope are more than 
10,000 donors this year. You can 
provide a matching gift to the orga-
nization of your choosing and help 
spread the word to others who may 
be interested in participating.
 No donation is too small nor, 
might I add, are any too large. And 
with the expanded timeframe for 
giving, you don’t have to wait un-
til April 5 when your schedule may 
prevent you from participating. You 
can do it beginning March 20.
 As I’ve said many times before, I 
truly believe you will find that giving 
to help others, in addition to making 
a difference and having an impact on 
them, will do the same for you. In the 
words of baseball legend Jackie Rob-
inson, “A life is not important except 
in the impact it has on other lives.”
 You can make an impact. Will 
you?

The writer is the president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

Coming soon: Spring2ACTion 2017

John Porter

To the editor:
 On February 21, I pre-
sented city council and 
the public with my pro-
posed city operating and 
capital budgets for the 
fiscal year beginning July 
1, and a proposed capital 
improvement program for 
the next decade.
 I share city council’s 
commitment to partner 
with Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools to ensure high-
quality public education for 
Alexandria’s students. A 
full 30 percent of the pro-
posed city operating budget 
is a direct transfer to ACPS.
 My proposed operating 
budget included 99 percent 
of the funding requested 
by Schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley and the 
Alexandria City School 
Board, which is an in-
crease of $7.5 million over 
the current fiscal year.
 This would be a 3.6 
percent increase, which is 
a much higher rate of new 
spending for schools than 
the 1 percent increase I 
proposed for city govern-
ment and services. Under 

state law, neither I nor 
city council can direct 
how school funds are to 
be spent or not spent once 
transferred to ACPS.
 It is up to the school 
board to determine the most 
appropriate combination of 
funding for instructional 
needs, staff compensation, 
supplies, maintenance and 
other operating expenses.
  ACPS also asked the city 
to nearly triple its planned 
capital funding for schools 
between the current 10-year 
CIP and the coming year’s 
update — from $229 mil-
lion to $611 million — to 
build, replace or modernize 
a third of all ACPS schools 
within just 10 years.
 While these are impor-
tant projects, it would be 
unprecedented for the city 
to suddenly provide such a 
large increase in funding to 
take on such an ambitious 
capital effort. Still, my pro-
posed CIP would increase 
school capital funding by 
$144 million, or 63 per-
cent over the current CIP, 
to $373 million. This is the 
largest dollar increase ever 

proposed for ACPS capital 
needs by any city manager.
 In many states, school 
boards have the author-
ity to levy property taxes 
to independently fund their 
operating and capital needs. 
However, Virginia law and 
Alexandria’s charter require 
the city manager to propose 
and city council to adopt 
tax rates, fees and spending 
plans that balance school 
needs with other core re-
sponsibilities like public 
safety, human services and 
infrastructure investments.
 Simply put, there was 
not enough money at the 
tax rate I recommended to 
fund all needs on either the 
school or municipal side.
 At this stage in the pro-
cess, the budget is in city 
council’s hands. The public 
is invited to provide input 
to councilors at a special 
hearing on March 13. More 
information about the bud-
get and associated public 
meetings is available at 
www.alexandriava.gov/
budget.

- Mark B. Jinks
City manager

Every budget is a balancing act
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To the editor:
 We write on behalf of the 
capacity committee of the T.C. 
Williams High School instruc-
tional leadership team. The ILT 
is composed of administrators, 
department chairs and program 
leaders at T.C. Williams.
 The capacity commit-
tee supports the rebuilding of 
Minnie Howard as proposed 
in the Alexandria City School 
Board’s adopted fiscal 2018 10-
year capital budget.
 A senior Alexandria official 
asked recently, “What, in one 
paragraph, is the case for a new 
secondary school?” The case 
can be expressed in three sen-
tences: the current and project-
ed near-term enrollment num-
bers at T.C. Williams, Minnie 
Howard and the middle schools 
reveal overcrowding now with 
substantial increases projected 
for the near future.
 Second, the overcrowding 
at T.C. has numerous negative 
consequences, including dam-
aging the education of some 
of our most needy students. 
Third, rebuilding Minnie How-

ard is an opportunity to address 
overcrowding and to design 
specialized spaces to serve all 
students better.
 The capital budget proposes 
rebuilding Minnie Howard as 
a secondary school with archi-
tectural and engineering work 
starting in 2018 and the new 
school opening in 2024. 
 Enrollment as of February 
15 is 2,972 at T.C. Williams’ 
main campus, 792 at Minnie 
Howard, 1,426 at Francis Ham-
mond Middle School and 1,345 
at George Washington Middle 
School. The students in sixth 
through eighth grade at Jeffer-
son-Houston School are not in-
cluded.
 There are no “alternative 
facts” about enrollment: the 
capacity crisis is here. Ad-
ditionally, safety issues as-
sociated with the movement 
of large groups of students 
at passing times, assemblies, 
pep rallies, fire drills and dis-
missal continue to be a major 
concern.
 The overcrowding at T.C. 
adversely affects class sched-

ules (e.g., science classes are 
held in non-science rooms) 
and other activities (e.g., stu-
dents exit the crowded cafete-
ria in search of quieter and less 
crowded lunch spaces).
 But the greatest negative ef-
fects of overcrowding are felt 
by students who have the most 
difficult time in school. Our 
administrators say that at-risk 
students repeatedly say that 
there are just too many people 
at T.C.
 We work in the largest, and 
arguably most diverse, high 
school in Virginia without an 
effective alternative program 
for students who have difficul-
ties in T.C.’s large and crowded 
environment.
 A rebuilt Minnie Howard is 
a chance to address overcrowd-
ing, design space that comple-
ments, not duplicates, the King 
Street campus and create a spe-
cialized space for an alternative 
program.

- Mark Eaton and Beth Coast
Co-chairs, T.C. Williams 
instructional leadership 

team capacity committee

It’s time to address the capacity 
crisis in secondary education

City mishandles Old Town parking

Anti-hate efforts do not stymie speech
To the editor:
 In a recent letter, Jacqueline 
Condakes expressed concern 
that the “No Vacancy for Hate” 
signs around Old Town aim to 
“quell free and open dialogue” 
and invokes free speech in her 
argument (“Anti-hate efforts 
limit speech, February 23).
 This is a common mistake. 
Speech really isn’t free. Many 
forms of it are protected by 
the Constitution, but in soci-
ety, it is heavily regulated on 
a personal and public level.
 On a personal level, every-
one has topics and issues that 
they will not discuss or listen to 
for any reason. We change the 
TV channel, hide a Facebook 
post, or even block people on 
social media to avoid hearing 
what we don’t want to hear.
 In ages past, etiquette dic-

tated that one didn’t discuss 
politics or religion in polite 
company, limiting topics to in-
nocent things like the weather 
or the condition of the roads.
 On a larger scale, no one 
has the right to a platform. I 
cannot demand to have this 
letter be printed in the paper. 
Newspapers get dozens to 
thousands of letters and can-
not print them all.
 I cannot demand to be on 
a TV talk show or to speak on 
someone’s podcast. But I am 
free to start my own news-
paper, TV show, or podcast. I 
can blog until I am blue in the 
face and say whatever I want. 
That is free speech.
 Had Ms. Condakes asked 
why the signs were posted all 
around Old Town, she would 
have found out that they are 

in response to a known white 
nationalist moving in on King 
Street. Unless Ms. Condakes is 
planning on proselytizing her 
views in the business in Old 
Town, I don’t see why these 
signs would cause offense.
 I don’t know any shop or 
restaurant in Old Town that is 
promoting itself to be a salon 
for free and open political or 
social dialogue. They are just 
trying to sell products and 
serve good food.
 Perhaps if Ms. Condakes 
doesn’t feel free to express 
her views in those places, she 
should open her own estab-
lishments where she is free to 
express whatever she wants. 
After all, that is true essence 
of free speech.

- Deb Fuller
Alexandria

To the editor:
 The bigger issue behind 
the 72-hour parking rule (“Of-
ficials unveil 72-hour park-
ing rule replacement options,” 
February 23) here is that there 
is no parking shortage in Old 
Town, only street parking mis-
management by city council, 
including the vice mayor, who 
should know better.
 As a planner, I see that city 
council has consistently failed 
to manage the street parking in 
Old Town according to indus-
try standards, leaving on-street 
parking in short supply at 
times because of the attractive, 
high demand and free visitor 
parking, while the pay parking 
garages sit half full at the resi-
dents’ expense.
 The city should do either 
a combination of commercial 
pay for parking for visitors and 
residential-only street parking 
or visitor pay for street parking 
— monitored so it is always a 
higher price than garage parking 
and leaves street parking spaces 
open in times of high demand, 
while residents park for free.
 Free street parking for visi-
tors is a nuisance for everybody 
and an expense for residents 
in many ways, since it creates 

parking shortages, safety prob-
lems and congestion from peo-
ple cruising for parking.
 This problem has been well 
studied and solved around the 
country, including Arlington, 
where they have a combination 
of commercial pay parking and 
resident-only on-street parking 
prompted through their board 
of supervisors.
 I have zero confidence in 
city council’s process regarding 
street parking — it is a fabulous 
waste of everybody’s time and 
taxpayer money. To change the 
dynamic, residents should cre-
ate a petition, proposing, for 
instance, a combination of vis-
itor-paid or resident-only street 
parking — signed by most 
residents of a particular block 
— and present it to city council 
block by block.
 Until then, the city will con-
tinue to increase the burden on 
the residents to subsidize visitor 
parking as long as residents let 
them get away with it.
 As far as the 72-hour rule is 
concerned, it probably would not 
be needed — or could be handled 
by permit — through the proper 
management of street parking.

- Chris Hubbard
Alexandria

Queen Street home renovation will 
erase part of city’s history
To the editor:
 An outspoken reader re-
cently expressed concern over 
a project that would destroy the 
“historic streetscape” of Old 
Town by demolition and reno-
vation (“This Presidents Day, 
take in the history that is disap-
pearing,” February 16).
 The author encouraged 
other readers to push for city 
council to overturn the city 
Board of Architectural Re-
view’s approval of the proj-
ect. Although thorough and 
eloquent, I believe this letter 
failed to explain why exactly 
it was so important to pre-
serve the streetscape, or, per-
haps more bluntly, why old 
things get so much attention 
in the first place.
 The particular “street- 
scape” of Old Town that the 
letter writer is trying to save 

has been recognized by the 
Historic Alexandria Founda-
tion as historically signifi-
cant; but why? Simply put, 
Old Town, especially this 
particular street, is important 
because we have made it im-
portant to us.
 On one hand, it could be 
argued that historical value 
is arbitrary. But buildings are 
deemed historic because we 
give them meaning and sig-
nificance. Those who do not 
know the history of the street 
in question are unaware of the 
unique designs that originate 
from the “beginnings of our 
nation.”
 This project is something 
that goes beyond just changing 
the landscape; it is an act that 
would erase part of our history.

- Dana Kim
Alexandria
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ne of the most icon-
ic church buildings 
in Alexandria is the 

Downtown Baptist Church at 
212 S. Washington St., whose 
tall steeple has towered over 
the city since the 1800s.
 In 1803, 12 members of 
the Back Lick Baptist Church 
petitioned to start a Baptist 
church closer to the town of 
Alexandria to further expand 
the evangelistic ministry as 
preached by George White-
field, a British itinerant pas-
tor who came to America in 
1738, performing outdoor re-
ligious revivals up and down 
the eastern seaboard.
 By 1740, his fiery brand of 
religious fervor, as preached 
to thousands, earned the mon-
iker the “Great Awakening.” 
Using his loud voice, theatri-
cal skills and religious rheto-
ric, he engaged with huge 
crowds up and down the East 
Coast. The crowds were com-
posed largely of people who 
did not attend church and Af-
rican American slaves, many 
of whom were exposed to 
Christianity for the first time.
 In 1740, there were only 
two Baptist churches in Vir-
ginia, but within a half cen-
tury, there would be more 
than 200, and downtown Al-
exandria’s growth as an ur-
ban center made it a logical 
choice for a new location.
 After a serious fire in 1830, 
the church was rebuilt, and in 
1858 it was enlarged again to 
serve a growing ministry. But 
with Alexandria’s occupation 
by the Union Army just three 
years later, the building’s use 
as a religious institution was 
suddenly cut short as military 

authorities seized it for use as 
a hospital.
 Problems between the 
Union Army and area church-
es first began on February 
9, 1862, when Rev. Kensey 
J. Stewart of the nearby St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church ig-
nored an order by a Union 
officer to include a prayer for 
President Abraham Lincoln 
in his weekly sermon.
 Stewart was immediately 
arrested by a Union officer 
for not reciting the request-

ed prayer. He was literally 
pulled from the pulpit and 
jailed overnight, but quietly 
released the next day.
 Several months later, 
the Rev. Mr. Bitting, pas-
tor of the Baptist church, 
was threatened with an even 
worse fate if he did not recite 
a similar prayer. On July 21, 
1862, a Philadelphia news-
paper belatedly included the 
following story reflecting the 
growing tensions in occupied 
Alexandria: “A Philadelphia 

minister in trouble.”
 In the article, we learn that 
Bitting, who is from Phila-
delphia but is now pastor of 
the Baptist Church in Alex-
andria, Virginia, was lately 
informed by Col. Gregory, 
the provost marshal, that if he 
could not pray for the Lincoln 
and the success of the Union 
Army, he would be compelled 
to close his church.
 Several weeks before the 
article was published, Bitting 
had informed Gregory that he 
had made it his policy not to 
include political references 
in his sermons, and that he 
could not comply with such a 
request.
 He was quickly informed 
that the question had become 
one of “government or no gov-
ernment, and that if he was 
not for the government, then 
must be against it.”
 The church was immedi-
ately closed and confiscated 
by the Union Army, and on 
July 5, 1862, it reopened 
as the Downtown Baptist 
Church General Hospital. 
Just over two months later, it 
was included within the full 
list of Second Division of Al-
exandria hospitals.
 Of the 993 beds counted 
in the Alexandria General 
Hospital Division, Down-
town Baptist included 150, 
with an additional 80 beds 
in its ward at The Lyceum, 
directly across Washington 
Street. The Downtown Bap-
tist Church Hospital closed 
on December 8, 1864.

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll
Last Week 
Do you support the Old Town BID proposal?

This Week 
Do you support the Day Without a Woman protest?
A. Yes. 
B. No. Take the poll at alextimes.com

How a church became a Civil War hospital

O

 66% Yes.   34% No.  
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ACROSS
1 Pillow covering
5 Constantly takes breaks from work
10 Place for a nice soak
14 Oscar candidate
19 Sashes in Japan
20 Give qualities or abilities to
21 Title for a Turkish military leader (var.)
22 Waterslide
23 Many food bank containers
24  Like a proper knife
25 Moderately quick gait
26 Rustic digs in the woods
27 Hider of a criminal, e.g.
31  Where a boxer might be trained?
32 Ground-double link
33 Took the metro
34 Ace or jack, e.g.
35 What’s bound to happen
36 Cause for alarm?
37  Mysterious part of the Nixon tapes
40 Common spud
43 Sax variety
44 Lobbed ball trajectories
45 Fish part
46 Dundee’s trainee
47  Satire that’s a bit harsh
50 Hurry and then some
52 Far from healthy
53 Outcast of biblical proportions
54 Some family tree members
55 Escort in a theater
56 Silent “yes”
57  Alias initials
58 Component of brass
59 Mom’s twins?
60 Double Eagle coin, for one

69 As ___ as Methuselah
70  Fowl quarters
71 “Ick!” relative
72  ___-town (Midwestern town 
   nickname)
73 Word with Puffs or Krispies
76  Orange juice solid
77 Admire and more
80 Steam suppressor
81 Remove, as a 43-Down
83 Least swift
85 Lager kin
86 Location, as for building
87 Bothersome burden
88 Food sticker
89 Up and at ‘em
91 Where pigs kick back
92 The humanities
93 Exits or leaves
94 Kind of rat or ox
96 Word with “ran” or “known as”
97  Jackson of country music
98 Total
101 Temporary gigs for good typists
108 Isle near Curacao
109 Flawed clothing abbrs.
110 Lean on the horn but good
111 Part of the human ear
112 Red Sea peninsula
113 Dairy farm sounds
114 ___ lazuli (blue shade)
115 Gather together in the boardroom
116 Mythical woodland deity
117 Award from a certain cable 
    sports network
118 Set into motion, as a law
119 Schools of whales

Weekly Words

ASSEMBLY REQUIRED By Timothy E. Parker
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Obituaries
RUSSELL CRENSHAW JR.
(96), formerly of Alexandria,
February 4, 2017

CHARLES “BUDDY” 
HICKS SR. (87), 
of Alexandria, 
March 6, 2017

MARTHA NEWTON HICKS
(96), of Alexandria, 
February 24, 2017

GERALD “JERRY” LIPSON
(81), of Alexandria, 
February 28, 2017

RUTH M. MESSERLI (90), 
of Alexandria, 
January 30, 2017

GINNY REBENTISCH, 
of Alexandria, 
February 4, 2017

ANNE M. SHARLAND 
(82), of Alexandria, 
February 25, 2017

CHARLES J. “CHUCK” 
SHEPHERDSON (74),  
of Alexandria, 
March 1, 2017

PETER FRANCIS SMITH, 
of Alexandria, 
February 23, 2017

KEITH THORNE (71), 
of Alexandria, 
February 26, 2017

MARTHA VANDERMYDE 
(74), formerly 
of Alexandria, 
March 1, 2017

RONALD EDWARD 
“RONNIE” WOOD, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
February 3, 2017

CHARLES M. 
WOODWORTH (91), 
of Alexandria, 
February 14, 2017

DOWN
1 Cola starter
2 One way to be taken?
3 From then on
4 Heart and soul
5 To a ___ degree
6 Waiting with phone in hand
7 Jewish month before Nisan
8 Wrath
9 Centrifuge’s role
10 One of several in a war
11 Hold the same opinion
12 Hammer-hurling superhero
13 Great hockey feats
14 Yield to another’s wishes
15 Make sore by rubbing
16 Major horn
17  Concerning the ears
18 Landlord’s expectation
28 Traffic problem
29 Bed alternative
30 Buggy go-with
35 White sheet on very cold water
36 Spanish dictator, once
37 “Gee” relative
38 Poker pot part
39 One on the jury with you
40 Opposite of tis
41  Let happen
42 ~
43 Downloadable bit of software
44 Mingling with
45 Low male singers at the opera
48 Resin in adhesives and paints
49 Quaff of the Middle Ages
51  “I don’t think so!” sound
54 Word heard in bootcamp, 
   sometimes
57  Bound collection of maps
58 Blast with a ray gun
59 Barely defeats
61 Who might be to blame
62 Big name in VR
63 Lounges around
64 Be a tree pruner
65 Fishy attraction?
66 Ceremonial elegance and splendor
67 Alarming meal?
68 Certain duck
73 Use swear words
74  Words with “step” or “don’t bet”
75 Each one has its limits
76  Silent street performer’s forte
77 Transferable to another owner,  
   in law
78  Juan and Johnson
79 Need to pay back
82 Multiple body trunks
83 Ermine in the summer
84 Flavorful
90 Steep, cold ramp
92 Bright star of Aquila
93 Like a boxer’s eyes, sometimes
94 Like some weights
95 State of agitation
96 Cornered
97  “___ in the bucket”
99 Lover of Shakespeare?
100 Rolled back from the shore
101 Receiver’s catch
102 Solo, opera-style
103 Litter member
104 Deity wielding a bow
105 Lively enthusiasm
106 Big name in auto supplies or 
    wine-growing
107 Big-time failers of 
    Breathalyzer tests

 L A K E F R O N T  

AUCTION

316 Acres - Keswick VA
Offered in 7 Tracts • Est. $800k in Timber

Guaranteed sale w/ avg price of
only $4,000/Acre or greater!

434.847.7741 | TRFAuctions.com
Directions, photos, & terms online

TRFAUCTIONS
Torrence, Read, & Forehand

VAAF501

Wed, Mar.15, 6PM • Hilton Garden Inn, Charlottesville VA
Tours Avail. Sundays 12-3

Guaranteed sale w/ avg price of
only $4,000/acre or greater!
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received 
for administrative review and approval.

For information about this application or 
to comment, visit the City’s website at 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.:

Special Use Permit #2017-0025 
3401 Mount Vernon Avenue – 
Proposed Business: Restaurant 
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate a 
restaurant; zoned CSL/Commercial 
Service Low
APPLICANT: Eulogia L. Torrez
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – ann.
horowitz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning.  If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than March 29, 2017

Classifieds

 AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
MARCH 5, 2017

AUCTIONS
Standardsville, VA – Greene 
County. Sealed Bid Auction – 

March 29, 3 PM EST. Magnificent 
Home on 92.6± Acres with 5 Acre 

Producing Vineyard and Guest House – 
Vineyard acreage is expandable. 1677 
Octonia Rd Standardsville, VA 22973. 
Woltz & Associates, Inc. RE Brokers & 
Auctioneers (VA#321) 800-551-3588. 

Woltz.com 

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 

- Get FAA certification to fix planes. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial Aid 

if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

877-204-4130 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Machine Shop and Blacksmith 

Shop Liquidation Sale – Lathe, Mills, 
Grinders, Saws, Power Hammers, Tooling. 

Onemo & Richmond March 17th and 
March 24th. Details Contact: 804-355-

1619 or website www.dempseyandco.com 

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 
Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Fred-
ericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/
Roanoke 800-614-6500; Front Royal/

Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 + 

$86 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-

490-0126. Se Habla Español.

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS! Huge discounts, 

Financing & Low monthly payments 
available! Don’t miss out! Perfect for Ga-
rages, Workshops & More! Call 757-301-

8885 or visit SteelBuildingPros.com  
Coupon: FREESKYLIGHTS

DRIVERS WANTED

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

V ocal students 
consistently accepted   

to music schools,  
State Choir, and cast in 
musical productions.

All levels welcome,  
beginner to professional; 

Piano students:
beginner to  

intermediate
          levels.  

Exceptional Private  
Vocal & Piano 

Instructor.

Exceptional Private  
Vocal & Piano 

Instructor.

Exceptional Private  
Vocal & Piano 

Instructor.

Exceptional Private  
Vocal & Piano 

Instructor.

Advertising 
Works!

Advertise here to our 
19,000+ weekly readers!
sales@alextimes.com 

or 703-739-0001

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

1) Model # 101 Carolina $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 303 Little Rock   $38,525…BALANCE OWED $15,000
3) Model # 403 Augusta $42,450…BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 

Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! BBB

A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING  FINAL RELEASE
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com   703-328-8046
YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM

Book Cover Design
Large Publications
 l Design
  l  Layout
   l  Production 

ADVERTISING PROOF ELECTRONIC APPROVAL FORM
Customer:  Proof #  Date Supplied: 

Please check all that apply:  Job Approved “As Is” |  Job OK “With Corrections”  |  New Proof required? 

Corrections requested: 

Client Email Signature: 

Originally Established in 1797 as The Alexandria Times & Advertiser

110 S. Pitt Street, Suite 200 •  Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703/739-0001 •  Fax :  703/ 739 - 0120

DRIVERS WANTED

CDL A Local Dedicated Opportunity
SIGN ON BONUS: $2,000

Avg Yearly $57,000
Home Daily

Driver Assist Load/Unload
Hazmat Endorsement preferred
Premium pay for Hazmat holders

Immed Health Benefits
Call Marjorie @ 518-406-7237  

for more information 

NFI 2 2.20.17

instead of " Help Wanted" can that reflect "Drivers Wanted" also I want to shorten the line to say " Avg Yearly $57,000. I really want that to be one whole line and then underneath to reflect Home Daily.
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 there when it counts

The debate is over...Market Warming is REAL!
You can’t argue with the evidence!  

Contact Lauren Bishop to see what’s heating up  
in YOUR neighborhood.

210 Jefferson Street 
$949,000

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

819 S. Royal Street 
$695,000

2 bedrooms, 2 baths

411 S. Lee Street 
$1,249,000

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

113 Cameron Mews 
$4,995/month

4 bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths

FOR SALE UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT COMING SOON FOR RENT


