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Contractor truck runs afoul
of Prince Street protections
Company fined $250
for driving down
cobblestone block
BY JAMES CULLUM

The historic cobblestones
along Alexandria’s 100 block
of Prince Street received an
unwelcome visitor on March
20. Traffic impeded a delivery
truck carrying wooden pilings
belonging to subcontractor
Pole and Timber from getting
to the new Old Dominion Boat
Club construction site at 0
Prince St. so the driver drove
down the unpaved block.
The general contractor,
Forrester Construction, was
later fined $250 for taking the
improper route, the second
fine imposed on the company.
Some neighbors previously complained about trucks’
routes in connection with
other waterfront redevelop-

ment projects.
“The issue of truck haul
routes has been around since
waterfront development began,” said Bert Ely, co-chairman of the Friends of the Alexandria Waterfront, a group
opposed to waterfront development projects. “The challenge is catching [violators] in
the acts. In this case, a resident
got two good photos.
“There are to be absolutely
no trucks on those streets.
There have been numerous
reports of damaged homes on
the perimeter to the Robinson
Terminal North and South
projects.”
Last year, a city-commissioned report showed that seismic readings of constructionrelated vibration were “below
SEE ODBC | 6

Governor proposes easing of
sewer upgrade deadlines

PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL

Alexandria may get a
reprieve of two years
on its sewer repair
timeline if Gov.
Terry McAuliffe’s
amendments pass
in the General
Assembly’s upcoming special session.

McAuliffe’s changes
would require work to
be completed by 2027
BY JAMES CULLUM

PHOTO/MARTY DEVINE

A tractor-trailer belonging to a subcontractor for Forrester Construction was stopped after illegally entering the 100 block of
Prince Street.

MARCH 30, 2017

Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D)
will request amendments to two
bills passed earlier this year by
the Virginia General Assembly
to give the city more time to upgrade its combined sewage system outfalls, but city officials
still say the proposed timeline is
too short.
“While the new deadlines
are still very aggressive, we are
fully committed to doing what
is needed for the four outfalls
in Alexandria and getting them
done right,” Mayor Allison Sil-

SUMMER CAMP DIRECTORY
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berberg said in a statement.
While most of the city
has separate sewer systems,
around 540 acres in Old Town
is served by a single pipe, or
combined sewer, which dates
back to the 1800s and sends
raw sewage into the Potomac
nearly every time it rains.
Virginia’s governors have
line item veto and amendment
authority, meaning McAuliffe
is reviewing all bills passed
during this year’s General Assembly session. He will submit
plans to veto or amend bills
ahead of the legislature’s special
session that begins on April 5.
Under the amendments,

construction would need to
begin on the city’s four outfalls by 2024 and be completed in 2027, as opposed to
House Bill 2383 and Senate
Bill 898, which direct the city
to start work in 2023 and have
the project finished by 2025.
If the amendments are rejected, the bills face the governor’s veto.
State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D30) said he was in touch with
McAuliffe every day last week
on the issue.
“It’s been a messy, unfortunate process that we’re hoping
SEE SEWER | 8

2017 SPRING2ACTION IN ALEXANDRIA
NONPROFITS WITH IMPACT - PAGE 19

2 | MARCH 30, 2017

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!
OLD TOWN
$1,600,000

Since 1988

ROSEMONT
$1,149,000

Wonderful investment opportunity
in the heart of Old Town!

3 units totaling 5 bedrooms and 4.5 baths.
Main 3 story residence with 3 bedrooms and
2.5 baths is currently owner occupied. Meticulously
maintained with high end finishes throughout.

4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Cape Cod with 3 finished levels and an attached 1 car garage. Wood burning fireplace, custom
built-ins, refinished hardwood floors. Beautiful fenced yard with manicured lawn, stone patio and large deck.

ROSEMONT
Coming Soon

ROSEMONT
$895,000

Classic 1920’s colonial with a fabulous
addition 2 blocks to Maury Elementary!

3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, over 2600 sq. ft. of interior space on
3 levels. Gourmet kitchen with breakfast area and light filled
family room. Living room with fireplace and den. Inviting
back porch and fenced yard. Blocks to METRO!

Beautiful spacious home with a 2 story addition just blocks from Maury Elementary and Metro!

Ideally located just blocks from Metro, Maury Elementary, shops and restaurants!

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 finished levels with approximately 2500 sq. ft. of living space. Updated baths and kitchen, living room
with fireplace, eat-in kitchen and sunroom. Fenced yard with deck, large shed with electric and off street parking.

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
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Where Life &
Style Intersect

ACPS announces new
T.C. Williams principal

Schools Superintendent Alvin Crawley announced Monday that he will appoint Peter
Balas as the new principal of
T.C. Williams High School, effective in July.
Balas has been with Alexandria City Public Schools for
15 years, most recently serving
as principal of Mount Vernon
Community School, where he
developed the institution into
the city’s first full kindergarten through fifth grade dual
language program.
Before taking the reins at
Mount Vernon, he spent five
years as an administrator at
T.C. Williams, including two
years as an executive associate
principal.
Balas will succeed Jesse
Dingle, who was appointed
principal in 2015 but announced
his resignation last November,
effective at the end of this school

year. Dingle will move back to
his home state of North Carolina
to be closer to family.
Crawley said Balas’ leadership and extensive experience
in both Alexandria and at T.C.
Williams will serve him well
at the helm of the city’s only
public high school.
“We are delighted to see
such a proven, inspirational and
motivational leader like Peter
lead T.C. Williams,” Crawley
said in a statement. “He brings
many years of experience as a
classroom teacher and administration at the secondary level to
the role, as well as a genuine understanding of the community.
We are confident that he will
be an asset to T.C. Williams for
many years to come.”
Balas said he wants to ensure
that rigor and cultural awareness are a fundamental part of
the T.C. Williams curriculum.

Specials~
Look and Lease:

Receive waived admin
fees + accent wall +
be entered to win a
$1000 Visa
Gift card

Station 650

650 Potomac Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301

Call Us Today
571.305.5190

Peter Balas
“My vision is to create a
genuine learning community
in which personalized learning, differentiation and customization for high performance is the standard,” Balas
said in a statement. “Under
my leadership, T.C. Williams
can truly realize its potential
as Virginia’s largest comprehensive high school.”
- Erich Wagner

Schools chief financial officer appointed
Alexandria City Public
Schools officials announced
last week that Schools Superintendent Alvin Crawley has
appointed Michael Herbstman
as the district’s new chief financial officer.
Herbstman has a robust
background in financial managmenet, including working
with the Cook County Department of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management
in Illinois, Chicago Public
Schools and at a private risk
management consulting firm.
Herbstman joined ACPS
last September as the director
of budget and financial systems. He has three Master’s degrees in public policy, finance
and business administration,
and in Chicago Public Schools,
he managed a $1.1 billion budget and 9,000 employees.
“[Herbstman] has impeccable credentials and has
proved himself an incred-

ibly able and thoughtful team dren in order to ensure that
player,” Crawley said in a every student succeeds.”
The news comes amid disstatement. “We are confident
he can continue to ensure cussion among city leaders
ACPS handles its business about how to improve collaboration
and
operations with
transparency on
diligent care and
projects and budthe highest ethigets between city
cal standards.”
council and the
In his new
Alexandria City
role, which began
School Board.
Monday, Herbstman will oversee
In conjunction
the annual budget
with advertising a
development promaximum propercess and superty tax rate increase
Michael Herbstman
vise procurement
of 5.7 cents per
and accounting procedures at $100 of assessed value, Vice
ACPS.
Mayor Justin Wilson proposed
“I am thrilled to assume earlier this month the conventhis role,” Herbstman said in ing of an independent coma statement. “Sound financial mission to examine how the
procedures will ensure ACPS city and ACPS develop their
gains and maintains the con- respective capital budgets to
fidence of our community, make the annual process more
our staff and our students. We transparent and predictable.
need to grow Alexandria’s fi- Erich Wagner
nancial investment in its chil-

www.station650
potomacyard.com
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Pamper Yourself Today Man hospitalized after shooting on Franklin Street
Alexandria’s Newest Salon & Spa
Book Online for 10% Discount

Alexandria police are investigating the shooting of a man
in the 800 block of Franklin
Street on Wednesday.
The victim, whose age,
name and residence were not
available at press time, suffered
a non-life threatening gunshot

wound to his lower body at
around 2:30 p.m., said police
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal.
The incident temporarily closed the 600 block of S.
Alfred St. and Gibbon Street
from Columbus Street to U.S.
Route 1. No information on the

suspect was available.
Anyone with information
about this incident is asked
to call the Alexandria Police
Department’s non-emergency
number at 703-746-4444. Callers may remain anonymous.
- James Cullum

Old Town convenience store robbed at gunpoint

Samuel Soliman

Sa-Sah Salon
604 S. Washington St
Alexandria, VA
(571) 970-6900
www.sasahsalon.com

The Alexandria Police Department is investigating the
armed robbery of the 7-Eleven
location at 800 Franklin St.
early on March 26.
Two suspects wearing
dark clothing entered the

store at around 2:40 a.m.,
and one of them brandished
a firearm, said department
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal.
She said no one was injured
during the holdup.
Anyone with information

about this incident is asked
to call the Alexandria Police
Department’s non-emergency
number at 703-746-4444. Nosal noted that callers may remain anonymous.
- James Cullum

Woman pinned by car at Beatley library

A 31-year-old woman was
transported by helicopter to
a local hospital after she was
pinned by a car while attempting to help the driver park last
weekend, police said.
Around 4:40 p.m. on March
25, the woman was directing a

vehicle into a parking space in
the parking lot of the Charles
Beatley Central Library, said police spokeswoman Crystal Nosal. The woman suffered serious
but non-life threatening injuries.
“The victim knew the driver
of the striking vehicle and was

assisting with directing the vehicle into a parking space when
she was struck by the vehicle,”
Nosal said. “She was transported to the hospital by helicopter.”
The driver stayed with the
victim and no charges have been
filed.
- James Cullum

Security-related construction begins at federal courthouse

The Public Safety Valor Awards program is dedicated to
honoring the public safety personnel of the Alexandria
Fire Department, Police Department and Sheriff’s Office
for heroic acts of valor.

A construction project aimed
at improving security at Alexandria’s federal courthouse kicked
off earlier this month, and officials said visitors and employees of the Albert V. Bryan U.S.
Courthouse should expect increased foot and vehicle traffic
in the area through the summer.
The project includes the
removal of jersey barriers sur-

rounding the courthouse, the
installation of garden walls and
the reopening of Courthouse
Square to one-way traffic. As
of last week, the sidewalk along
Jamieson Avenue between Mill
Road and Courthouse Square
has been closed to pedestrians.
Additionally, access to the
courthouse will be limited to the
Elizabeth Lane entrance.

“Expect a longer walk to enter the building and allow plenty
of time to get into the courthouse especially on large docket
days, such as Friday mornings
and on naturalization days —
the first and third Thursday of
each month,” according to the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia website.
- James Cullum

POLICE BEAT

The following incidents occurred between March 22 and March 29.

31 21
3 3
2
THEFTS

DRUG CRIMES

ROBBERIES

19
0
3

BURGLARIES

AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS

ASSAULTS

SEXUAL OFFENSES

VEHICLE THEFTS

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com
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Dayna Blumel and Kerry Adams

Offering Exceptional Service in Every Price Range
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1108 Trinity Drive, College Park | $775,000
Beautifully updated home with 3 bedroom,
3 full bathrooms, sun room addition, finished
basement, and detached garage.
T
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R
NT S
CO DAY
ER 4
ND IN

In the heart of Del Ray with 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, and detached garage.

D

2202 Dartmouth Rd., Bucknell Manor | $349,900
Tastefully renovated duplex with gourmet
kitchen and 3 season porch.

D

L
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!

U

107 Adams Avenue, Del Ray | $629,000

L
SO

309 Holland Lane #218, Old Town | $540,000
Luxury and Convenience! Upgraded throughout, this 2 bedroom, 2 bath unit with garage
parking is move-in ready.
T
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R
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ER 2
ND IN

U
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S
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103 W. Monroe Avenue, Del Ray | $1,150,000

108 W. Monroe Avenue, Del Ray | $920,000

Classic Victorian with 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, on
large corner lot. Updates throughout.

Updated Cape with 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, and
detached garage.

G
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O
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S

3516 Cameron Mills Rd, Beverley Hills | $745,000

1306 Janneys Lane, Janneys | $1,349,000

Renovated Beverley Hills colonial with 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and garage.

Sited on lush 3/4 acre lot, this luxurious 5000+
square foot home has been renovated top to
bottom. 6 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, finished
basement & 2 car garage.

Dayna Blumel and Kerry Adams
Kerry: 703.587.7841
Dayna: 703.597.2252
Email: blumeladams@gmail.com
Website: Blumeladams.com
400 S. Washington Street Alexandria, VA 22314
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We are proud to sponsor
Alexandria Soccer (ASA)–
Creating a
lifelong love
of soccer
and impacting
the community
beyond the sport.
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the specified limiting threshold levels” at the 0 Prince
Street site. The report did not
touch on damages related to
truck traffic.
The truck in question was
driving along a designated
hauling route, but could not de-

IT
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liver its payload to the ODBC
site because other delivery
trucks were parked within his
turning radius, said Yon Lambert, director of the city department of transportation and
environmental services, in an
email.
The driver then drove north
and turned left onto Cameron

R

Street, left onto North Royal
Street and down the historic
cobblestone street without
contacting the general contractor or city staff. The driver was stopped along Prince
Street by a resident who called
the police.
City staff spoke with the
Alexandria police officer who
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To prevent similar incidents
from occurring in the future, the
general contractor has notified all its
subcontractors of the incident and of
the haul route. The general contractor
reinforced the importance of informing project staff when drivers have
difficulty in completing any delivery
using the prescribed haul route.”
- Yon Lambert, Director, Alexandria department
of transportation and environmental services

O F WA L D O R F, M D

Sets the New Standard of healthy living, social interaction,
good friends and dedicated staff in a warm inviting atmosphere

Call or visit TheCharlestonWaldorf.com | 301-932-7013
45 Saint Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Maryland 20603

responded to the complaint.
The officer reported that the
driver was asked to reverse
back onto South Fairfax, and
then was guided north toward Pendleton Street and
then southbound on North
Union Street on his way back
to Prince Street where he was
able to make the turn onto
Prince toward the boat club
site.
A representative for the Old
Dominion Boat Club was not
available for comment.
Lambert said in an email
that the general contractor for
the ODBC project has notified
its subcontractors of the incident and reminded them of the
designated haul route.
“The general contractor —
Forrester Construction — apologizes for the inconvenience and
promised to continue vigilant
monitoring of its subcontractors
to prevent similar occurrences in
the future,” Lambert wrote. “To
prevent similar incidents from
occurring in the future, the general contractor has notified all
its subcontractors of the incident

and of the haul route. The general
contractor reinforced the importance of informing project staff
when drivers have difficulty in
completing any delivery using
the prescribed haul route.”
The designated haul route
for inbound trucks is to use
U.S. Route 1 and turn east
onto Franklin Street and
then Union Street. Outbound
trucks along Union Street
have been directed to turn
westward on Gibbon Street
toward U.S. Route 1. Trucks
are not allowed to idle for longer than 10 minutes and any
dirt, mud or debris that spills
off trucks must be immediately cleaned by the contractor.
The city asked that all concerns related to hauling and
construction be directed to
Emilio K. Pundavela of the
transportation
department’s
infrastructure and right-of-way
division at 703-746-4095 or
at emilio.pundavela@alexandriava.gov. Noise complaints
should be directed to the city
department of code administration at 703-746-4200.
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WEICHERT

®

Old Town

SPRING GALLERY

IN TOWN ESTATE

STEPS TO KING ST METRO

SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Stately residence with well-designed 2008 expansion and restoration.
Sited on over an acre of landscaped grounds, this fine property has
lovely light, and is ideal for large-scale entertaining.
909 Vicar Lane $3,195,000.

Beautifully appointed town home with 2-car garage parking. High
ceilings, 3 bedrooms with ensuite baths, wood flooring throughout and
excellent storage. Originally built with all possible builder-upgrades.
Faces South Payne St. 1300 C Duke St $925,000.

AT THE RIVER WALK

YATES GARDENS

ST. ASAPH SQUARE

Stylish corner town home in sought-after Fords
Landing. Offering 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths,
and spacious, light-filled rooms. You will love the
open kitchen with fireplace.
738 Fords Landing Way $1,425,000.

Contract Pending. Circa 1950 Yates Gardens
home with 2016 updates. Large gardens front and
back, and easy diagonal parking. 3 bedrooms,
2.5 baths and 2 skylights providing wonderful light.
822 South Royal Street $795,000.

Coming Soon. Rarely available “Patio Unit”
at sought-after St. Asaph Square. Garage
parking, wood burning fireplace, gorgeous
renovated, open-plan kitchen, and updated baths.
800 South St. Asaph Street #208 Price TBA

DIANN HICKS CARLSON
Associate Broker

121 North Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA. 22314
703-628-2440 | diann.carlson@gmail.com
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will end with a much better result
after a lot of back-and-forth and
help from the governor’s office,”
Ebbin said. “We all want the CSO
to be cleaned up. This will have this
result. I’m concerned about the financial impact on the city, though,
on how quickly it’s cleaned up.”
City Manager Mark Jinks’ fiscal 2018 capital budget proposal
includes $386 million to be spent
over the next decade on sewer upgrades, and city taxpayers are set to
see a 500 percent increase in sewerrelated fees by 2027.
The four aging outfalls are nearly
as old as the city itself, and they pump
millions of gallons of raw sewage
into the Potomac River every year.
The city’s department of transportation and environmental services
last December released an update to
its long-term plan to control sewage
spills, and said 2035 would be the earliest that the outfalls could come into
compliance.
“We will be proceeding with deliberate speed to plan, design and
construct these complex mega-proj-

ects,” said Jinks in a statement. “We
have heard the concerns of members
of the General Assembly, and the
bills, with these amendments, are
responsive to those concerns.”
Ebbin said that it will be much
harder to get the bill passed if state
Sen. Richard Stuart (R-28), who
sponsored the bill, does not accept
the governor’s amendments.
“Sen. Stuart’s bill called for the
city to lose all state funding [unless
the city came into compliance by
2025],” Ebbin said. “It was punitive,
unproductive and mean-spirited.
This is the best solution.”
Delegate Mark Levine (D-45)
said Stuart’s bill would punish Alexandria.
“The bill that passed was simply not doable,” he said. “I will
seek funding next session from
the General Assembly so all of
us together can fix this centuriesold problem. If it’s nobody’s fault
then the commonwealth should
pay for it.”
Sen. Scott Surovell (D-36) is a
co-sponsor of Stuart’s bill, and said
any funding opportunities from the
state would likely not happen in this

budget cycle. He said that last year he
met with city staff, who told him the
city was seeking to fix three of the
four outfalls, leave the Oronoco Bay
outfall —the largest of the four — unregulated for an undetermined period
of time and focus budget priorities
on school infrastructure and the construction of the Potomac Yard Metro
station.
City officials have since sped up
plans for the Oronoco Bay portion of
the project.
“Seventy million gallons of raw
sewage float by my district every year.
It’s not like we’re living in El Salvador
or Mexico. We don’t flush our toilets
into the river,” Surovell said. “Fairfax County separated their combined
sewers in the Huntington and Bailey’s
Crossroads areas in the 1970s. The
District is separating theirs now. Richmond and Lynchburg are separating
theirs now.
“I am ready, willing and able to help
find some state-level funding to pay for
this. I think expecting the state to come
up with a majority of the money is unrealistic, but it’s fair to ask for some
state money, since we provided money
to Richmond and Lynchburg.”

325 N H eNRy St
a lex a NdRia , Va 22314
$749,900

1023 N. R oya l St #212
a lex a NdRia , Va 22314
$429,900

1311 o RoNoco St
a lex a NdRia , Va 22314
$599,999

• Under contract in 4 days!!
•

Bright open floor plan with balcony

•

•

•

Custom cabinetry, stainless steel
& granite

Beautiful light filled Victorian w/
high ceilings & original floors

Charming semi-detached TH w/
hardwood floors

•

Conference rooms, reception area
and separate offices

•

Open kitchen & fully finished lower
level

•

Large off street parking pad

•

•

Blocks to King St and Metro

Large fenced yard with off
street parking

•

Blocks to Metro and King St

•

One parking space conveys

•

Steps to the waterfront & blocks
to Metro

703.403.2465
Offered by Martine 703.346.7283
artine
lnf
.
cOM
M
ai@lnf.cOM
@
& alexander irMer
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Full court press for Women’s History Museum
Advocates say National
Women’s History Museum
is long overdue

I mean, one just
never knows with
Congress how the wind
is going to blow. It would
look really good, though,
for Republicans to support
an issue around women,
and it would look good
for Democrats to support
a museum that would
cost them very little.”

BY JAMES CULLUM

American history has been
largely written and defined by
men, but that’s only a part of
the story. After 21 years of advocacy, the National Women’s
History Museum is still looking for a home in Washington,
D.C., and nine of those years
have been spent trying to
drum up support in Congress
from the museum nonprofit
organization’s small office on
South Whiting Street in Alexandria’s West End.
Museum president Joan
Wages said she never thought
it would take so long for her
dream to come true.
“The National Museum of
African American History and
Culture was in the works for
100 years. The Holocaust Museum took about 25 years from
beginning until the ribbon
cutting. It takes a long time,”
Wages said. “But women are
definitely missing from most
of the museums on the National Mall. The American History
Museum has a few exhibits,
like the first lady’s dresses, but
— you know — we’re more
than a dress.”
The museum effort has toned
down its celebrity endorsements
in recent years, including support from actress Meryl Streep,
who was at one time its national
spokeswoman and recently has
been publicly criticized by President Donald Trump.
“We want to come off as bipartisan, which can be difficult
with celebrity endorsements,”
Wages said. “We’ve got a Republican House, a Republican
Senate and a Republican White
House, and there are some celebrity names that simply will
not help us.”
Trump’s election last November came at a pivotal moment in American women’s
history, as he defeated Hillary
Clinton, the first-ever female

- Joan Wages, President,
National Women’s History Museum
Joan Wages, president of the National Women’s History Museum,
in her office on South Whiting Street.

presidential candidate. And
Trump’s campaign manager
was Kellyanne Conway, the
first woman to ever manage a
presidential campaign and win.
Wages did not participate in
the Women’s March on Washington on the day after Trump’s
inauguration, although members of her staff attended, she
said.
“We are not about making
history, we are about recording
the history that is being made,”
she said. “I think, like so many
people, that Trump’s election
was a shock. … And I think
people don’t know where this is
going with Trump.
“There’s a lot of uncertainty, and as Congress works
through the budget and other
legislation, we’ll have a better
sense of how we can position
ourselves. In some ways, it
doesn’t make it many less difficult, because Congress has
been so tight with monies for
so long, particularly with us.”
Trying to raise money for a
museum that doesn’t yet have a
permanent location is difficult,
Wages said.
“We’ve said $250 million,
but the truth is you can’t know
until you know what plot of
land you’ve got, how much
space you’re going to build

on — 250,000 square feet or
100,000 square feet,” she said.
“We have not started raising
any funds for a capital campaign, because we don’t have
the plot of land.
“You can’t go to somebody
and say, ‘Write me a check for
$10 million for a museum we
hope to have one day.’ You’ve
got to be able to say, ‘Here’s
the plot of land, here’s where
it’s going to be. Now write a
check.”
In November, a bipartisan
congressional commission released a report outlining recommendations for the museum,
including that it should join the
Smithsonian’s 19 museums,
offered potential locations and
fundraising projections and
said it should include a permanent collection of artifacts borrowed from the Smithsonian
and other museums.
“America needs and deserves a physical national museum dedicated to showcasing
the historical experiences and
impact of women in this country,” according to the report.
“The future museum should be
called the American Museum
of Women’s History.”
The commission, which
SEE MUSEUM | 12
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FA R M H O U S E L I V I N G I N O L D TO W N
433 N PEYTON STREET
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 2-4 PM
Imagine living in a c.1910 freestanding Victorian Farmhouse surrounded by a yard, 3-car driveway, 1-car
garage, and easy metro access. This amazing farmhouse boasts a top to bottom renovation in 2015 with
high end finishes, 9’ plus ceilings, gorgeous hardwood floors, custom millwork, built-ins, gas fireplace,
gourmet kitchen, 4 spacious bedrooms, 3.5 luxury bathrooms. FarmHouseOldTown.com
A SPECIAL INVITATION | 4-6pm on April 9th at The Athenaeum
Please join me for the opening reception of the exhibition, “Virginia Plants and Pollinators” with Botanic Illustrations by the Botanical Art Society of the National Capital Region and Bee Photography by Deanna Marion.

NANCY PERKINS

m +1 703 402 5599
o +1 703 310 6800
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street, Alexandria VA
WATCH M Y F I LM : N A NCY P E R K I NS.T TRS I R .CO M

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

MARCH 30, 2017 | 11

City board advances 72-hour parking rule change
Rule would allow for temporary long-term permits
BY JAMES CULLUM

The Alexandria Traffic and
Parking Board unanimously
backed an amendment to the
city’s contentious 72-hour parking rule to allow for long-term
permitting Monday night during
a public hearing at City Hall.
The proposal, which will
go before city council for consideration on May 13, would
create a one-year travel permit pilot program to be managed by the city department
of transportation and environmental services and the Alexandria Police Department. It
would allow residents to electronically register to park on
city streets for up to 28 days.
Currently, residents who
park along city thoroughfares
must move their cars every
three days, excluding weekends and holidays.
“I’m very concerned about
our parking situation across
PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL
the city. It’s a serious quality- If city council passes a plan approved by the traffic and parking
of-life issue,” said Mayor Al- board, residents could soon be able to secure permits to park as
lison Silberberg. “I’d like to long as 28 days on local streets.

know if this is done in other
cities, how it has fared and I
look forward to hearing more
from the public on this.”
The new rule would allow
residents to apply for a 14-day
exemption to the 72-hour rule
four times per year. Drivers
would be required to apply at
least two weeks before leaving town and park within an
eighth of a mile from their
home.
Staff recommended that
no more than two contiguous exemptions be granted at
any given time, meaning that

a vehicle could potentially be
parked in the same location
for up to 28 days.
The 72-hour parking rule
has been part of Alexandria’s
code since 1963, and has been
criticized by some residents,
who consider it an unfair excuse to get unwanted cars ticketed or be towed. Enforcement
is mostly driven by resident
complaints, as 87 percent of
the 7,500 suspected violations
filed from 2010 to 2015 came
from residents, compared with
SEE PARKING | 13
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Music & Arts in Bailey’s Crossroads
has recently relocated to Alexandria
(only 1.4 miles from our original location)

Come visit us and see what's new!
4664 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
Phone: 703-820-3610

• New state-of-the art lesson studios.
• Amazing in-store performance space.
• Fantastic selection of instruments
and accessories for every level musician.

takingbe
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notlove
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was funded through $1 million raised by Wages and her
staff, recommended a 10-year
phase forward for the project
and outlined three potential
locations: open properties near
the National Museum of Af-

rican American History and
Culture, on the northeast side
of the U.S. Capitol grounds and
the Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries building, should Congress choose to halt plans for
the future Smithsonian LatinoAmerican museum.
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney

(D-N.Y.) recently drafted a bill
that would bring the museum
into the Smithsonian fold.
“We have museums dedicated to flight, postage stamps,
law enforcement and many other important people and issues
of interest, but not to women,”
Maloney said on her website.

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

A riveter at work on Consolidated bomber, Consolidated Aircraft
Corp., Fort Worth, Texas

Celebrating Life Not Years
Hermitage is a welcoming community where
senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
with many choices. Residents live in spacious
apartments, with a generous service package
that frees them from the demands of home
maintenance and supports continued
personal independence.
As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
services on site, including assisted living and
skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
mind, knowing their future needs will be met
without having to relocate.
Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom
to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

Call 703-797-3844 for more information.
where
seniors ages
62 and better
enjoy
rewarding
lifestyles in
the heart
of Alexandria

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

We have museums dedicated
to flight, postage stamps, law
enforcement ... but not to women. A
National Women’s History Museum
would provide women, comprising
53 percent of our population, a long
overdue home on our National Mall
to honor their many contributions
that are the very fabric of our country.”
- U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.)
“A National Women’s History
Museum would provide women,
comprising 53 percent of our
population, a long overdue home
on our National Mall to honor
their many contributions that are
the very fabric of our country.”
But with potential cuts to
the Department of the Interior,
from which the Smithsonian
gets its funding, Wages’ organization is prepared to raise
hundreds of millions of dollars
on its own — as soon as there
is a designated location. The
NWHM recently hired three
fundraising firms, including
Revolution Messaging, which
raised hundreds of millions of
dollars for U.S. Sen. Bernie
Sanders’ (I-Vt.) 2016 Democratic presidential campaign.
“The [Smithsonian’s] National Air and Space Museum is
going to undergo a $700 million
renovation,” Wages said. “They
have a large number — in the
billions — in facility repairs
that are needed in all of the
Smithsonian museums, so the
[Smithsonian] secretary tells us

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Frances Pepper (left) and Elizabeth Smith working in the offices
of The Suffragist, the weekly journal published by the Congressional Union and National Woman’s
Party from 1913 to 1921.

that he loves the idea of a museum, but that the department
can’t afford it at this time.
“We are prepared to help privately raise the money, so this is
a bipartisan issue that both sides
of the aisle can support, and this
may end up being the ideal time
for this to pass. I mean, one just
never knows with Congress
how the wind is going to blow. It
would look really good, though,
SEE MUSEUM | 13
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It basically stays the same, but
protects people from calling [the
police] because a neighbor is parked
in front of their house for more than
72 hours. We have a serious airport
parking problem. It’s cheaper to park
in the city of Alexandria and take a
cab than to go straight to the airport.”

MUSEUM
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for Republicans to support an issue around women, and it would
look good for Democrats to support a museum that would cost
them very little.”
Wages said her role will
end when the museum finds a
home.

“I’m not a historian. The
museum will need someone
with the academic background
that I don’t have. It will be the
right time to step back,” she
said. “Women have stood up
throughout our history. And
women will do it again. We
will have a voice in where our
nation is heading and will take

the action needed to make the
changes that need to be made.
“Maybe the presidential
election is a really good thing
that has prompted women to
show up at council meetings
and political meetings. Women are accepting more responsibility for where our nation is
heading.”

- Jay Johnson, Chairman,
Alexandria traffic and parking board
PARKING

FROM | 11

13 percent filed by a parking
enforcement or police officer
on patrol.
Erick Chiang, who lives on
Queen Street, said that the city
should stick with the original
intent behind the rule.
“I would support the continuation of the 72-hour rule
for the purpose that it was
intended — for the removal
of abandoned or inoperable
vehicles,” he said. “The rule
has been manipulated over
the years to take issue with
the issues of parking availability and [perceived] ownership of spaces [by some
residents].”
Paul Kaplan has lived in
Old Town for 35 years and
said the current rule is not
tenable.
“We’re just creating a regulation that isn’t strenuously
enforced,” he told the board.
“And if it were enforced, I
think you’d have an uprising.”
Jay Johnson, chairman of
the traffic and parking board,
said that the new amendment
to the rule protects residents.
“It basically stays the
same, but protects people
from calling [the police] because a neighbor is parked in
front of their house for more
than 72 hours,” he said. “We
have a serious airport parking problem. It’s cheaper to
park in the city of Alexandria and take a cab than to go
straight to the airport.”
City council requested
a staff review of the rule in

2015. So far, there have been
two meetings of a subcommittee of the traffic and parking board, an open house and
an AlexEngage questionnaire that saw 783 responses
devoted to the issue. The top
two questionnaire responses
were to repeal the rule entirely or to establish a cityoperated exemption system.
Kaplan said he and his
wife leave town for a couple
months every year. He said
that his neighbors have access to his car while he and
his wife are away, and move
it if necessary.
For Kaplan, the 28-day
exemption
simply
isn’t
enough time, he said.
“I know where my neighbors park, and they know
where I park,” Kaplan said.
“We all cohabitant nicely. If
you go away for a couple of
months, 28 days doesn’t cut it.”
Staff set a one-year expiration date for the proposal.
“So, we basically get a year
of data. We’ll be able to come
back in a year to tell you what
we received with requests for
exemptions, how the program
has worked to date, and what
the administrative burden is, if
any,” said city parking planner
Patrick Reed. “We don’t really
anticipate it being too large [of
a burden].”
But Karen Simon, who
lives on South Royal Street,
disagreed.
“I think the administrative burden would not only
be heavy on the city, but on
all the residents,” she said.

It’s Time to Spring2ACTion for Life with Cancer®
at Inova Alexandria Hospital!
What is Spring2ACTion?

I’m ready to Spring2ACTion!
What can I do?

Spring2ACTion is a 24-hour

Donate on April 5 (or even right now!)

online event that provides a
simple way to connect donors
to the charitable causes they
care about most and encourages
them to take action.

What will my support go towards?
Your donation will go towards our
$85,000 goal to renovate the Life
with Cancer suite at Inova Alexandria
Hospital to create a more welcoming
and comfortable environment.

to support Life with Cancer at Inova
Alexandria Hospital.

Follow us on Twitter @InovaHealth
and on Facebook – search Inova
Alexandria Hospital.
Dine at Holy Cow, Pork Barrel BBQ
or Sweet Fire Donna’s on April 5 and
share that you support Inova Alexandria
Hospital and a percentage of your
purchase will be donated to the hospital.

Spread the Word!

“We are honored to be able to support cancer patients and families in the Alexandria
community so that they do not have to travel far from home for support. Creating a quiet,
therapeutic, non-medical like atmosphere contributes to the healing process of our cancer
families. With generous donations from our community, we will be able to create what our
patients need most.” — Carrie Friedman, Manager, Oncology Navigation and Counseling,
Inova Schar Cancer Institute at Inova Alexandria Hospital

https://spring2action.razoo.com/story/Inova-Alexandria-Hospital-2
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the Alexandria Children’s Dentistry

is a proud 2017 sponsor of
Alexandria Soccer Association (ASA)

2 Office Locations near the Simpson Park in Del Ray
and near the Landmark Mall!

DEL RAY

LANDMARK

609 East Monroe Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301

6303 Little River Turnpike #345
Alexandria, VA 22312

(703) 341-4418

(703) 942-8404

“Just can’t say enough about these kind and brilliant group of women who make
every trip to the dentist fun and as painless as possible. Both Drs Austin and
Arpi are a dynamic duo. A practice where even the parents wish to be patients!”
- S Coleman Pierce

www.lovekidsteeth.com

See why
patients
prefer Us

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Former Titan dies in car crash

Darrell ‘Blue’ Stanton
was 62
BY JAMES CULLUM

Darryl “Blue” Stanton, a defensive end on the famous 1971
T.C. Williams state champion
football team, was killed in a
car crash in North Carolina on
March 16. He was 62.
Stanton’s wife, Rhonda
Stanton, was injured in the
crash and remains at the Vidant Medical Center in Greenville, N.C.
Stanton, who wore the number 80, and his undefeated team
were immortalized in Disney’s
2000 movie “Remember The
Titans,” which starred Denzel Washington as head coach
Herman Boone and Earl C.
Poitier as Stanton. It told the
story of the integration of three
Alexandria high schools into
T.C. Williams and the team’s
road to a state championship.
“I’ll miss him,” said Boone.
“Blue was just a dynamite human being. He had a heck of a
sense of humor. Nothing was
serious to him.”
Stanton, who recently retired from a career in the federal government, graduated
from T.C. Williams in 1973.
The release of “Remember The
Titans” took him to speaking
events across the region, and
Boone said Stanton helped the
city’s integrated school system
stand proud.
“The movie was not about
football. It is about people can
overcome their fear of diversity,” Boone said. “It was about
how people accepted the soul of
an individual. Blue’s sense of
humor was full of respect. That
respect became trust, and that
trust was the emotional glue
that kept that team together.”
Stanton told a reporter in
2008 that at the beginning
of the 1971 football training
camp, all the white players and
black players automatically
segregated themselves in two
separate buses.
“Coach Boone made everyone get up off the bus and split

Darrell “Blue” Stanton, who played defensive end on the famous 1971
T.C. Williams football team, died earlier this month in a car crash at the
age of 62.

everyone up by defense and
offense,” he said. “Whoever
you were with would be your
roommate for the duration of
camp. That’s when we tried to
bond and were able to become
a team.”
Jerry Harris kept in touch
with Stanton after they both
graduated from T.C. Williams.
“Blue always had positive

things to share with the kids,”
Harris said in a release from Alexandria City Public Schools.
“Blue was a serious person, but
he was funny. He was an enjoyable person, both in the locker
room and on the field.”
Petey Jones was also on the
1971 team.
“We grew up playing together at George Washington

Middle School and that continued at T.C.,” Jones said. “We
had a nice relationship that
grew stronger when we went
to T.C. After ‘Remember the
Titans,’ we did a lot of speaking engagements together.”
Last year, Stanton and four
of his former teammates — all
employees at the federal Defense Logistics Agency at the
time — delivered a presentation to fellow staffers on leadership.
“What we encountered as
young football players at T.C.
Williams is basically what you
all encounter on your job right
now,” Stanton said at the time.
“The movie is about football,
but it’s also about coming together in this melting pot and
learning to work together.”
At the end of the meeting,
Stanton led his former teammates with the familiar chant:
“Everywhere we go, people
want to know, who we are, so
we tell them, we’re the Titans,
the mighty, mighty Titans!”
Funeral information was
not available.

Pediatric Associates has served
families in Northern Virginia for
over 60 years. We are excited to
announce the opening of our
second office in Potomac Yard,
close to Del Ray, Old Town and
Arlington neighborhoods.
Total healthcare for children,
from infancy through
adolescence to college age.
For more information:

703-924-2100

www.pedsalex.com
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Stallions baseball trample Titans, 6-1
T.C. record stands at 1-3
following loss
BY JAMES CULLUM

The T.C. Williams baseball
team lost 6-1 to South County
High School at home Tuesday.
The Titans tied the game at 1
in the fourth inning, but pitching inconsistencies led to a
2-run line drive by the Stallions in the fifth inning and a
three-run homer in the sixth.
“That was a winnable
game,” Titans head coach
Christian Metz told his team
after the loss. “I hope you can
see what I can see. It all depends on what you want to do,
if you want to fight proudly
with T.C. on your jersey. …
We scored one run. We’ve got
to hit better. No excuses.”
South County, whose record sits at 3-1, took an early
1-0 lead in the top of the second inning, while the Titans
remained scoreless until the
fourth, when shortstop Storey
Everett ran home from third

on a grounder from T.C. outfielder Ben Wilson.
For a moment, it looked like
rain might postpone the game,
but it only sprinkled on Alexandria’s Eugene Simpson field,
adding a cool perspiration to
the warm spring evening.
“A lot of it is mental,” Wilson said. “The rest is trusting
yourself and your training
to put the ball into play. My
approach walking up to the
plate, I say, ‘Line drive, line
drive,’ to myself and swing at
all the fastballs I get.”
Titans starting pitcher Stephen Gerade pitched six innings, but was taken out of the
game after a three-run homer
by South County’s Scout
Knotts. Gerade will play baseball next year at Marymount
University.
“I felt really good going in
— the best I’ve felt all season,”
Gerade said. “As a team we have
to play better at-bats. Hitting in
timely situations is what kills us.

The T.C. Williams Titans shake hands with the South County Stallions after losing 6-1 at home Tuesday.

Catch up, get ahead,
or try something new

this summer.

Join us for a summer semester!
Summer school doesn’t have to be boring. At Fusion, we have the
ability to customize classes to each student’s individual strengths,
interests, and learning style. Every class is taught with just one
student and one teacher per classroom. We offer academic tutoring,
enrichment, and classes for credit for grades 6-12. Students can enroll
at any time, and take classes at a time of day that works best for them.
Learn more at FusionSummerClass.com.

Fusion Alexandria
FusionSummerClass.com
703.535.3130

We have guys who can hit. Defensively we’re perfectly fine.”
The tide turned against
the Titans in the fifth inning.
South County’s Jack Cone’s
line drive to right field brought
runners on second and third
home, giving the Stallions a
3-1 edge. Then, Daniel Nevins
bunted for a single, although
Metz disputed the call.
“It was a foul ball. How can
you miss that? It’s right there.
Seriously, we’ve got a 3-1 ball
game. How can you miss that?
It’s unbelievable. Horrible,”
Metz yelled to the umpire and
then addressed his team. “Hey,
keep playing the game the right
way. We’ll do it ourselves.”
The umpire’s ruling stood,
and Cone took first base,
opening the plate to Knotts,
who hit a home run and increased the Stallions’ lead to
6-1. Then Connor Copeland
hit a foul ball, prompting Metz

to yell, “You sure?” and the
umpire responded that he had
heard enough dissent.
The Titans never recovered
and then switched pitchers twice
in the seventh and final inning.
“Gerade — he brought it
tonight, he just ran out of gas,”
Metz said. “We’ve got to show
up and be ready to play. It’s a
big thing for us.”
T.C.’s Shane Tucker took the
mound for less than an inning,
as South County capitalized
from the loss of its opponent’s
starting pitcher by loading its
bases before Metz replaced him
with Jack Goodrich, who held
the Stallions at bay.
The Titans, who finished
last season at 5-17, are now 1-3
after beating Annandale 15-3
on March 24. T.C. next travels
to take on 3-1 West Springfield, which beat South County 15-3 last week, on Friday.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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ALEXANDRIA TIMES SUMMER 2017
BEVERLEY HILLS CHURCH PRESCHOOL

BH C P

Camps & Enrichment SUMMER
CAMP
DIRECTORY

MOVE
PERFORM
MAKE ART

JULY 10  AUG 7

WWW.JANEFRANKLIN.COM

B HC P

703.933.1111
Registration
is now open to
non-students!

BEVERLEY HILLS CHURCH PRESCHOOL

This camp, for preschoolers, offers a summer experience closely aligned
with BHCP’s Reggio Emilia educational philosophy. Campers will enjoy
BHCP’s unique natural playground with an emphasis on outdoor exploration, indoor small and large group activities with high quality materials
and activity choices and free-play time in our beautiful and inspiring
classrooms. Camp books up quickly, send in your registration form today!
For more info go to www.bhcpnet.org. Click on Summer Camp.

Camps listing
Beverley Hills Church
Preschool

3512 Old Dominion Blvd.,
Alexandria, VA 22305

bhcpnet.org

Educational Theatre
Company

Fairlington Community
Center, 3308 S Stafford St.,
Arlington, VA 22206

educationaltheatre
company.org

Fairfax Collegiate
Summer Camps

3830 Seminary Road,
Alexandria VA 22304

fairfaxcollegiate.com

Jane Franklin Dance

3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive, janefranklin.com
Arlington, VA 22206

Mt Vernon Community
Children’s Theatre

1900 Elkin St.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

mvcct.org

YMCA Summer Day Camp

420 E. Monroe Ave.,
Alexandria, VA 22310

ymcadc.org

REGISTER TODAY!

YMCA SUMMER DAY CAMP

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
420 E. MONROE AVENUE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22301
703.838.8085
www.ymcadc.org
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Nothing compares to a Miele,
especially at this price.
Prices start at $899.*
Save $100 on select models through March 2017.

Available At:
M&M Appliance
817 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 23314
703.299.0092
mandmappliance.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

MARCH 30, 2017 | 19

APRIL
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WEDNESDAY
APRIL 5, 2017

Why These nonprofits are making a
Give? BIG difference for Alexandria!

8,613

Last year,
donors raised $1,337,493
for 152 nonprofits serving Alexandria.

Our Nonprofits Are
Heroes All Year.

They need your help! Every dollar counts.

If You Love Singing and Making New Friends,
Join the Premier Youth Choral Program in the Nation’s Capital
for Singers ages 5-18 ~ Rehearsals in Washington, DC and Alexandria, VA

Providing enrichment opportunities that support
the development of the mind, body and spirit
of children in foster care.
Your Spring2Action Day
support will go directly
toward foster children
attending summer camp
❤ Thank you! ❤

•

2525 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA, 223011 Phone: 703.746.5663

http://tinyurl.com/SpringFFAC

Margaret Nomura Clark, Artistic Director

Now Enrolling — Call today to schedule an audition!
202-237-1005 • www.childrenschorus.com
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Alexandria Cares for the Uninsured
POVERTY

703.933.1111
JANEFRANKLIN.ORG

IS ONE PRE-EXISTING CONDITION THAT IS
NOT COVERED UNDER OBAMACARE – AT LEAST NOT IN VIRGINIA!!
For the past three years, the General Assembly has refused to expand the Medicaid
program, thereby denying comprehensive health insurance to approximately 5,500
very low-income, non-elderly adults (many among the “working poor”) in Alexandria.
Alexandria Cares for the Uninsured is committed to bringing Health and Hope to
the City’s most vulnerable uninsured residents. Since 2015, ACU has helped:
• Sponsor two community health fairs that provided free preventive health checkups
to more than 600 low-income uninsured residents.
• Fund primary health care services for those with chronic or pre-chronic
health conditions.

Change the world
this year.
Start with a child.

Please consider

the Boys &
Girls club
FO R YO U R

APRIL 5
G IV IN G

With your help, we can make it possible for every low-income uninsured adult to have a
“medical home” and be guaranteed access to timely and affordable primary care services.
Check out our page during Spring2ACTion and discover how you can make a difference
in the lives of some of our most needy and economically disadvantaged residents.

https://www.razoo.com/story /Alexandria-Cares-For-The-Uninsured

Dunbar Alexandria- Olympic Club

https://spring2action.razoo.com/story/Bgcgw-Home
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Wednesday, April 5, 2017 • What if we all gave on one day?
OUR NONPROFITS ARE
HEROES ALL YEAR
NOW IT’S YOUR TURN

W E D N EDonate
S D A
Y
to Alexandria
Tutoring Consortium

A special nonprofit directory of the Alexandria Times

APRIL 20

To help ensure early literacy and turn
potential dropouts into graduates!

w h a t i f we a l l
ga ve o n o n e da y ?

Follow us on

@ATCRead2Succeed

Like us on Facebook

To donate, please visit

Thank you Alexandria for your
support of local non-profits
on Spring2ACTion Day!
Please donate to Senior Services of
Alexandria’s Meals on Wheels Program.
http://spring2action.razoo.com/story/seniorservicesofalexandria

www.razoo.com/story/
Alexandria-Tutoring-Consortium

Thank you!

GIVE AT

Spring2ACTion.org

WHO
CARES?
WE DO.
Thank you for
helping us to
support these
worthy
nonprofits in
Alexandria!

Community Lodgings provides housing,
education and support to lift Alexandria’s
most vulnerable families out of poverty.
To help make a real life positive difference,
please consider donating on April 5.

THANK YOU
https://spring2action.razoo.com/us/story/
Community-Lodgings
3912 Elbert Avenue, Suite 108, Alexandria, VA 22305
703-549-4407 • www.communitylodgings.org
www.facebook.com/CommunityLodgings

@CommunityLdgngs

A premiere men’s a cappella chorus
based in Alexandria for nearly 70 years
Come to our Spring2ACTion Celebration,

hear the Harmonizers perform, and enjoy
great food and drink at Virtue Feed and Grain,
106 S. Union St., on Wed. April 5 from 6-10 pm!

www.Harmonizers.org

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Carpenter’s Shelter
Powered by the community since 1988!

Originally Established in 1797 as The Alexandria Times & Advertiser
110 S. Pitt Street, Suite 200 • Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703/739-0001 • F a x : 7 0 3/ 7 3 9 - 0 1 2 0

VERTISING PROOF ELECTRONIC APPROVAL FORM

Support Alexandria’s
Only Non-profit
Community Bike Shop

Alexandria
Police
Youth Camp
Est 1947

Help Alexandria Police
Date Supplied: 3.28.17
Officers make a difference
in the
lives of 
Alexandria’s
Job Approved “As Is”  | Job OK “With Corrections”  | New Proof
required?
children by donating to
the Alexandria Police
Power us to our goal and support David’s Place,
Youth Camp. Thank You.

Proof #

2

our day shelter, during Spring2ACTion.
www.CarpentersShelter.org

Save Alexandria’s Historic
Fire-Fighting Vehicles

Offering
• youth and community
outreach programs
• do-it-yourself repairs
• refurbished bikes
• training • rides • events

Donate to
spring2action.razoo.com/story/APYC

the Friendship Conservation
Fund to restore and preserve
these 19th century vehicles

spring2action.razoo.com/
story/Velocity-Bicycle-Coop
velocitycoop.org

*** Voted best non-profit in
Alexandria for the last three years
by Alexandria Times Readers.

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray

Our story & how to help:
our 7th year!

spring2action.razoo.com /story/
Friendshipfirehouse

Helping our Alexandria neighbors remain
Providing practical, social and
independent and in their own homes

emotional support to our Alexandria
neighbors ages 55+

This holiday season,

At Home in Alexandria is proud
give
gift
or Dad
to be a
part
of to
theMom
vital nonprofit
that
is practical
& valuable
community
making
Alexandria—
an aAHA
membership.
great place
to live.

You will receive a gift too —
Thank you for supporting AHA during
peace of mind,
our Spring2Action campaign.
knowing they are
https://spring2action.razoo.com/story/AHA
getting that extra support
when you cannot be there.
703.231.0824
www.athomeinalexandria.org
703.231.0824
aha@athomeinalexandria.org

www.athomeinalexandria.org
aha@athomeinalexandria.org

How can you help save
a life every day?
Give during the Spring2Action one-day,
online fundraiser on April 5th and you could
help Alexandria’s only no-kill, all volunteer cat
rescue facility win up to $30,000 in grants and prizes!
Just a $10 donation from YOU will help King Street Cats
rescue a cat from a shelter or the streets and provide it
with a safe haven until it finds a forever home!

Mark your calendar for April 5th!
What: Give during the one-day
Spring2Action fundraiser
When: Wednesday, April 5
Where: Spring2Action.razoo.com/ksc

You can donate now at spring2action.razoo.com/ksc
King Street Cats is 100% volunteer-run ALL of your donation goes to feline care
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Smart Growth Strategies
for Nonprofits

APRIL

5

When emergencies happen, Lazarus Ministry is there.

OUR NONPROFITS ARE
HEROES ALL YEAR

Specializing
Nonprofit
NOW
IT’S YOURinTURN

Management
Fundraising Strategies Corporate Sponsorships
W E D N E S D A Y
Grant Strategies Start-up Nonprofit Planning

A special nonprofit directory of the Alexandria Times

APRIL
20
Located in the heart of Old Town

w h 211
a t iN.
f we
a lStreet,
l
Union
Suite 144, Alexandria, VA 22314
ga ve o n o n e da y ?
703-966-1555

WE DO.
Thank you for
helping us to
support these
worthy
nonprofits in
Alexandria!

offers help and hope to
Alexandrians in need
rent • utilities • medical bills • food

GIVE AT
LISA BARANELLO

Spring2ACTion.org

WHO
CARES?

St. Paul’s
Lazarus Ministry

Founder & President

www.fund-source.org

Learn more & donate on April 5 at

bit.ly/stpaulslazarus

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

We place abandoned and
homeless cats & kittens in
loving adoptive homes!
All volunteer foster
home-based

Community outreach,
spay/neuter assistance,
special needs cats considered
Cage-free when
possible
5 01
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Contact Us:

703-819-5240

meow @tailshigh.org
www.tinyurl.com/
tailshigh

Neighborhood Health is
the Nonprofit Community
Health Center Serving
Alexandria City Residents
for 20 Years.

Neighborhood Health
provides high quality
medical, dental and
behavioral health
services and medication
assistance at five
clinical centers in
the City of Alexandria.
We Accept All
Patients Regardless
of Ability to Pay

IBL E

Thank you for
your support on
April 5, 2017

spring2action.razoo.com/us/story/Tails-High

We Need
Your
Support!
Creating Thriving
Neighborhoods
by maintaining
affordable housing,
revitalizing community
spaces, and providing

homeownership opportunities.

Serving housing needs of low-income elderly,
families with children, veterans, and those with disabilities.

RebuildingTogetherAlex.org • 703.836.1021

Please go to Spring2ACTion.razoo.com
and search for Neighborhood Health.
Help us meet our Spring2 Action challenge
grant goal to purchase essential pediatric
equipment and support the medical
home for thousands of Alexandria
uninsured neighbors!
Make a donation to Neighborhood Health at the Spring2ACTion
website anytime between now and April 5th. Thank you!
www.spring2action.razoo.com
www.neighborhoodhealthva.org

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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FREE

Disability Resources
Founded in 1962, we represent and serve
over 16,000 individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities—such as autism,
Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, epilepsy,
and rare chromosomal disorders—and
their families. Our programs, services, and
advocacy provide critical support throughout
the entire lifespan.

Port City Pairing
and Give Back Night
April 5th, 2017 • 5:00-9:00 pm
Port City Brewing Company
3950 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA

Together We Bake

Empowering Women for a Second Chance
Join us for a fun night of
tasting! Port City brewmasters
have paired their beers with
our treats and a portion of the
night’s sales will benefit us.
RSVP for free at:
https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/together-we-bakebeer-and-treats-tastingtickets-32325478376.

www.TheArcofNoVA.org 703-208-1119
www.togetherwebake.org

Struggling with MENTAL HEALTH
is ad.indd
hard enough
when you have support.
2017_general_
1

Imagine what it’s like when you don’t.

Double
3/6/17
1:13 PM
ft
and helpyour gi
us
our mat get
ch!

Thanks
to
Founda Mason Hirst
tion for
match gr $7,500
ant.

Right here in Alexandria, there are low-income residents
working hard to recover from mental health conditions
who have no one to turn to when emergency needs fall
through the cracks. Unexpected health care costs, shortages
in funds for housing and basic life needs—all can make
staying on an already difficult path to recovery even harder.
They need community support. And they’re
getting it through Friends of the AMHC.

Donate to The
bit.ly/friendsoftheAMHC
Campagna
Center!

During Spring2ACTion, please join us in providing
help and hope to those striving for health and well-being.

Donate to The
Campagna Center
us continue
our mission
HelpHelp
us continue
our mission
of of inspiring a commitment
to learning
and achievement
in the lives of childrens,
inspiring
a commitment
to
teens and adults in our community!
learning and achievement
in the
us on Twitter!
lives of childrens, teens, and adultsFollow
@CampagnaCenter
in our community!
Like us on Facebook!

https://spring2action.razoo.com/story/Campagna-Center
Follow us on Twitter!
@CampagnaCenter

TWB encourages responsible drinking.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Twenty years of prints in the making

The Athenaeum hosts
innovative Hand Print
Workshop exhibit
BY JENNIFER POWELL

Artist Dennis O’Neil’s Hand
Print Workshop International
gained the “international” by nurturing printmakers around the
world. The retrospective of the
collective’s art at the Athenaeum
showcases more than 20 years
of collaboration by 21 artists. It
is also merely 36 prints from the
collection of more than 300 prints
made by more than 100 artists.
The exhibit is impressive
for the many different types of
artists that O’Neil collaborated
with over the years. Sculptors,
photographers and painters all
apply various process and materials to the nontoxic water-based
screen-printing projects that the

HEALTH
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

collective elevates from rigid
process to an artistic endeavor.
The work is generated from
personal experience, expressing
ideas about social justice and human rights as the artists navigated
the social and political moment.
In 1991, O’Neil traveled to
Russia and established a workshop there. For six years, he traveled back and forth working with
Russian and American artists. The
work that was generated represents a solid partnership between
United States and Russian artists
with a shared sense of humanity.
One impressive and impossible to miss piece is Moscow
artist Vera Khleblikova’s “2,000
Stamps.” The artist was gifted
with an unexpected bundle of
materials, including 2,100 stamps
steamed from her great aunt’s

25

Dr. Vivek Sinha explains why knowing
your systolic and diastolic blood pressure numbers is important.

COURTESY IMAGES

Vera Khleblikova’s “2,000 Stamps” (above) reclaims the heritage of her family who lived more than a century ago in St.
Petersburg. Alexander Brodsky’s “Palace for Everyone’s Prosperity” (left) conveys his architectural background and satirical viewpoint, aided by a dusting of finely ground coffee. “The
Wings will Grow,” (right) by Vitaly Komar and Alexander Melamid is a painterly screen print edition of their unusual and
compelling portrait of the first president of the United States.

ARTS
‘LIFE’ IS NOT WORTH IT

26

Not even a star-studded cast can
save this derivative sci-fi flick.

CALENDAR
DON’T SOUR ON SHOWERS

27

Alexandria’s April calendar is full of
fun events, rain or shine.

personal correspondence at a time
when the Bolsheviks had taken
over St. Petersburg and it was no
longer safe to keep such letters.
Khleblikova pays homage to
her aunt by preserving and recombining these stamps of different czars from the 300-year
Romanov dynasty.
Be sure to get over to the Atheneaum this week if you want to see
firsthand the rich and wonderful
prints of “Process and Innovation:
20 Years of Partnerships in Print
Workshop International.” The exhibit ends this Sunday.
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
is open Thursday, Friday and
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. and
on Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m.
For more information, call 703548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org.

HOMES
PREPARED FOR DROUGHT

28

A few smart design choices can protect your garden from even the dryest weather.

HEALTH
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It’s important to understand blood pressure
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

Think about the last few
times you went to the doctor.
Most likely, there were several
things done at each visit; measuring your height and weight,
reviewing medications and a
physical examination are just a
few of the procedures you likely experienced.
In addition, chances are
you also had your blood pressure taken. Do you remember
what it was? Was it high? Low?
Borderline? Of all the numbers measured at the doctor’s
visit, few have such significant,
long-term implications as blood
pressure.
As a primary care physician, I often get the opportunity to have frank discussions
with my patients about their
blood pressure. I frequently
hear the same questions come
up again and again.
“What is blood pressure,
exactly, and what does it mean
if it’s high?” “If my blood pressure is abnormal, shouldn’t I
feel symptoms?” “At what age
should I worry about checking
my blood pressure?”
Knowing the answer to
these questions could quite literally save your life. Let’s get
started.
Blood pressure is a measurement of how hard your heart is
squeezing and relaxing with
each heartbeat. This heartbeat
occurs thousands of times per
day. For example, a person with
a heart rate of 70 beats per minute will have their heart contract
and relax over 100,000 times in
a 24-hour period. This shows
why even having slightly elevated blood pressure can cause
significant damage over time.
Blood pressure is usually
measured with two numbers: a
top — systolic — number and a
bottom — diastolic — number.
The diagnosis of high blood
pressure, also known as hypertension, is usually made when
either the top or bottom number

is out of range on several different readings taken on several
different days.
Patients will ask which number is more important. My answer is that they’re both equally
important. The top number is
a measurement of how hard the
heart muscle is contracting at that
moment and the bottom number
is a measurement of much the
heart muscle is relaxing.
When the heart needs to
squeeze extra hard to circulate
blood around the body, damage
throughout the body occurs.
The blood vessels themselves
can become damaged, which
can then lead to damage in important organs like the eyes,
kidneys, brain and the heart itself.
Visual deterioration, decreased
kidney
function,
strokes and heart attacks are
some of the unfortunate consequences seen in patients who
have uncontrolled high blood
pressure. This damage can happen over a short period of time
or over many years.
Generally speaking, the
higher the blood pressure, the

faster the damage will occur.
However, there are various
factors that can contribute to
this timeline: age of diagnosis,
sedentary lifestyle, presence of
other comorbid conditions like
diabetes and unhealthy habits
like smoking can expedite the
damage process.
There are two common
scenarios when patients are
diagnosed with high blood
pressure. The first scenario
is when a medical event, like
a heart attack, stroke or chest
pain, prompts medical evaluation. During the work-up, it is

found that the blood pressure
is elevated and after damage
control treatments have begun,
their blood pressure is then addressed through medication.
The second scenario is during a routine exam. Patients
often present to their doctor for
a routine preventative physical
exam when they are not feeling
any symptoms. This is the more
desirable scenario because that
typically means damage has
not yet occurred.
The immediate treatment is
lifestyle modification and, depending on how high the blood
pressure readings are, the doctor may also prescribe medication.
People frequently ask,
“What caused my high blood
pressure?” The best way to approach this question is to think
of the various factors that can
cause high blood pressure and
to divide them into two main
categories: factors that can be
changed and factors that cannot
be changed.
Some examples of factors
that can be changed are excessive weight, lack of exercise,

smoking, a high salt or high
fat diet, and excessive alcohol
use. Some examples of factors
that cannot be changed are age,
gender, family history and genetics.
Each person that is diagnosed with high blood pressure
has some combination of these
two factors. If the majority of
reasons for why a person has
high blood pressure are factors
that can be changed, then it is
theoretically possible to reverse
the condition.
High blood pressure is often
called the “silent killer” for a
reason. It usually does not present with symptoms and when it
does, it often means that damage has already been done.
The good news is that once
caught, high blood pressure
can often be controlled. Talk
to your doctor. Get your annual
physical. Knowledge is power
— and knowing your numbers
could save your life!
The writer is the
chief medical officer of
Belleview Medical
Partners.
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This thriller’s no ‘Alien’

PHOTO/COLUMBIA PICTURES

Jake Gyllenhaal and Rebecca Ferguson star in
the sci-fi horror film “Life.” Although the concept is promising and the cast is stellar, the
film underwhelms thanks to subpar plotting.

Despite promising cast,
concept, ‘Life’ falls flat
BY RICHARD ROEPER

Come on, guys.
You’re a fabulous, six-person space station team of genius-level doctors and scientists
and astronauts, and you seem to
have an awareness of pop culture based on a few early references you make.
You know things. You’re
ultra-super-smart.
So when the microscopic Martian life form you’ve
plucked from its natural habitat
springs to life, begins to grow
exponentially and exhibit signs
of rapidly growing intelligence
AND displays an amazingly
strong grip when one careless
member of the crew gets his
hand caught in the laboratory
cookie jar, you know what you
have to do, right?
You have to kill the thing
while it’s still the size of a tadpole, before it grows into one of
those slithering, slimy, teethbaring, oh-so-clever, bloodthirsty, “Alien”-esque monsters, am I right or am I right?
Hello?
Director Daniel Espinosa’s
stylish and at times fantastically gory “Life” features an
A-list, international and di-

verse cast, a few grotesque surprises and one very cool and
labyrinthine spaceship — but
eventually crashes and burns
due to multiple failures, from a
script that requires really smart
people to act like dopes far too
often to an overbearing score
(enough with the “Inception”
foghorn rip-offs) to some badly
mistimed “gotcha!” moments
to a monster that looks like a
less intimidating version of a
half-dozen space lizard thingies we’ve seen in better movies.
Also, it’s well past time for a
moratorium on Norman Greenbaum’s great but immensely
overplayed “Spirit in the Sky,”
which has been heard in “Contact,” “Apollo 13,” “Forrest
Gump” and dozens of other films
and TV shows. That’s a 15-yard
penalty for creative laziness.
Let’s meet the crew of the
Mars Pilgrim 7:
• Jake Gyllenhaal is space
medic Dr. David Jordan, who is
about to set the record for longest consecutive stay in space.
Apparently scarred from his
experiences in spots such as
Syria, David doesn’t care much
for the “8 billion motherf-----s”
back home, as he puts it. He
prefers life in space.
• Rebecca Ferguson is Dr.

Miranda North, who is in
charge of enforcing a strict protocol of measures to be taken if
things go sideways. Not everyone on board knows about this
plan, which leads to a few intriguing twists.
• Ryan Reynolds is risk management expert/Mister Fixit
Rory Adams. Rory’s the man.
He uses a simple open-ended
wrench to repair things. And
he’s full of quips because, well,
Ryan Reynolds.
• Hiroyuki Sanada is Sho,
who has just become a father.
• Ariyon Bakare is Hugh,
who is in charge of experiments
on the creature dubbed “Calvin.” (See, there was a contest
back home to name the Martian
life form, and the little girl who
won named it after her school,
which was Calvin ... somebody. They never tell us if the
school was named after Calvin
Coolidge, or Calvin Ripken Jr.,
or perhaps Calvin Broadus Jr.,
aka Snoop Dogg.)
• Olga Dihovichnaya as the
Russian cosmonaut Katerina,
who remains calm and collected when others start to panic
and make really bad choices.
As Calvin grows stronger
and nastier and more devious
and violent, the crew alternates

between coming up with dubious plans to destroy him and
swimming as fast as they can
through the gravity-free environment with the flying creature in fast pursuit.
Again and again, a door is
slammed or a portal is closed
just in time, leaving Calvin to
splat against the window, Wile
E. Coyote-style, only to rise up
and start slithering around in
search of another entryway.
You really wish the crew
would stop calling this teethbaring jellyfish monster “Calvin,” as if he’s a pet run amok.
And you really wish characters
weren’t saddled with dialogue
such as, “It’s so cold!” when
we can see their breath as they
shiver, and, “Calvin’s trying
to find a way through the airlocks!” as Calvin tries to find
his way through the airlocks.
Also, what’s the point of
yelling a character’s name over
and over again and desperately
reaching out for the character, even as the character has
become a human Calvin Burrito and has no chance, none,
of making it? Shut the door
and save yourselves, remaining
crew members!
Director Espinosa and cinematographer Seamus McGar-

vey do give us some impressive visuals, including an early,
seemingly “unbroken” single
take (you never know with CGI
these days) in which we meet
the crew and we get to check
out the ship.
As for that impressive cast,
the script assigns one or two
character traits or background
stories to each — and then goes
back to yet another monster
movie chase sequence, so there’s
not much room for standout
work. Bakare has some interesting moments as the scientist
who grows too fond of Calvin,
and Reynolds knocks out a few
choice one-liners.
The most disappointing
work comes from the normally
superb Gyllenhaal, whose David grins when it seems as if
he shouldn’t be grinning and
seems morose and detached
much of the time, until the
very end, when he shows a
spark of inspiration — and
perhaps a romantic interest in
another crew member.
Geez, buddy. You were
about to set the all-time record
for living in space. You knew
time was short the minute Calvin started chomping on your
friends. What were you waiting for?
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March 30
CIVIL WAR HISTORY IN SEVEN
SONGS Join historian Carson Hudson and fiddler Arden Clark as they
musically explore the tragic story
of a time when America was at
war with itself in the 1860s. Music
could be found everywhere during
the Civil War and it inspired and affected a generation of Americans in
a unique way. $25 per person.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: https://www.shop.
alexandriava.gov.

March 31
FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join
your friends for Family Splash
Night featuring George Mason
and Maury Elementary Schools!
Enjoy swimming, beach ball and
aqua basketball, and a floating
obstacle course. Pool safety tips
and swimming skills assessments
for youth. Light refreshments will
be served. $4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park
Recreation Center and Aquatics
Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553
BREAKING THE GLASS CEILING “The Sky’s the Limit” opening
art exhibition reception focuses
on pushing through barriers that
prevent people from reaching
goals or breaking boundaries.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits

April 1
THE 13TH ANNUAL RUM
PUNCH CHALLENGE continues

a 200-year Gadsby’s Tavern tradition. Enjoy rum punch creations
from local distilleries, restaurants
and caterers and vote for your
favorite! The winner will be announced at the end of the evening.
There will be a silent auction. $50
per person includes food and
drinks, and $100 includes a preevent tasting with Bacardi.
Time: 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Location: 134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx

April 2
MAD SCIENCE! What do super
heroes, crazy animals, and explosions have in common? A mad
scientist probably made them!
Explore where real science and
mad science collide! Tours feature
historic medicines with surprising
side effects and the Museum’s very
own mad scientist bringing to life
some crazy concoctions and the
science behind them. Groups welcome; program helps complete the
Brownie Girl Scout Home Scientist
badge. Max of 16 people including
adults per tour. Recommended for
ages 5-10. $6 per person.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St.
Information: Contact Lauren.
gleason@alexandriava.gov
BAGELS AND BACH CONCERT
SERIES Enjoy a light brunch with
classical local quartets, quintets
and sextets. What better way to
enjoy a Sunday morning? Advance
registration costs $10 for residents
and $15 for non-residents. Children
under 5 can attend for free. At the
door prices are $15 for residents
and $20 for non-residents. Pay
online at www.alexandriava.gov/
webtrac – then select the activity
number 355204.03.
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Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Dr. Oswald Durant Memorial Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565

April 7
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
The Lee-Fendall House 18th Annual Easter Egg Hunt returns to
Alexandria on April 7-9. Once again,
the museum’s garden will be filled
with hundreds of colorful toy-filled
Easter eggs! Other activities include games, crafts, refreshments,
stickers, temporary tattoos, and
photos with the Easter Bunny. Every
participating child will receive an
Easter Egg, and each egg hunt session has two prize eggs.
Time: April 7 at 3:00 p.m.; April
8 at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 and 2:30
p.m. and on, April 9 from 12:30
and 2:30 p.m. Advance tickets are
$12 for children 10 and under,
and $5 for all others.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.visitalexandriava.com/listings/
lee-fendall-house-museum-%26garden/172/

The Fabulous Lipitones

4/22 - 5/13

The Fabulous Lipitones is a hilarious take
on what happens when a barbershop
quartet is forced to take on an unconventional replacement when Coming soon
one of their members
suddenly dies. This comical and moving story
about the power of song,
prejudice, and friendship
will fill you with laughs
and tears with all the
gloriousiousness of our
Buy tickets early!
barbershop quartets.

Check out our Summer 2017 theater classes for kids.

w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703 -683-0496

IN CONCERT ~PRO CORO A LEX ANDRIA

April 8
CLEANUP AT FOUR MILE RUN
PARK Alexandria’s annual cleanup
of Four Mile Run park still needs
volunteers! The effort is part of
the Alice Ferguson Foundation’s
Potomac River Watershed Cleanup
initiative. RSVP is required.
Time: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Location: Mt. Vernon Ave. at
Four Mile Run
Information: http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/
event/3402/show
SPRING EPHEMERAL HIKE
Learn to identify ephemerals,
the amazing wildflowers that only
SEE CALENDAR | 33

FREE ADMISSION
HOSTED BY CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT W W W.CTKALEXANDRIA.ORG/EVENTS

HOMES
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Drought-resistant garden design
By Marty Ross

Gardeners can’t take water
for granted anymore. Droughtresistant garden design and
drought-tolerant plants are the
wave of the future.
Southern California is
leading the way with waterwise landscaping practices,
but even if you live where
you can count on a great deal
more than their two inches of
rainfall a year, water is getting
to be an expensive resource.
Garden designs that emphasize water-thrifty plants are
appropriate everywhere.
Barbara Paul, a landscape

designer in Long Beach, California, turns to plants from
the Mediterranean region,
with its bone-dry summers,
for her colorful, droughttolerant landscapes. Paul
teaches classes on droughttolerant plants and design for
the water department in Long
Beach, which offers financial
incentives and a selection of
free garden plans to encourage homeowners to eliminate
thirsty lawns and replace them
with water-wise landscapes.
The program emphasizes
front-yard gardens because
the water department wants

PHOTO/BALL HORTICULTURAL

Coneflowers are long-blooming,
drought-tolerant perennials for
flower beds or pots. Pots can be
placed where they will have the
most impact.

neighbors to see the results.
Removing a traditional
lawn and replacing it with a
different kind of landscaping doesn’t mean you have
to grow cactus, Paul says.
Her flower-bed designs place
tough, drought-tolerant succulents right next to billowy
plants like salvias, which she
loves for their long period of
bloom and because they attract hummingbirds and butterflies. She relies on freesia,
crocosmia and other warmseason bulbs — many from
dry areas of South Africa —
to give her clients’ landscapes

character and long-lasting
color.
“I also like to talk about
structure — about walkways,
dry stream beds and patios,”
Paul says. Structural design
elements are crucial to defining a garden’s spaces, but
they also never need water.
A fence, an arbor, a line of
steppingstones or a carefully
placed bench can dramatically change the way you experience a garden. Suddenly,
a swath of lawn seems less
essential because there are so

SEE DROUGHT | 29

HOME OF THE WEEK

Completely Renovated and Deceivingly
Large Cape in Rare Setting
Beyond the white picket
fence, sits a classic Alexandria beauty on a sprawling
3/4-acre lot. This exceptional
home is equally suited for entertaining or relaxing.
The main level features a
modern gourmet kitchen with
a large center island, high-end
cabinetry, granite counters
and stainless steel appliances,
including a Thermador range
and hood.
The light-filled living
room features a large picture
window and wood-burning

fireplace with beautiful mantle. The dining room sits off
the kitchen and offers the perfect setting for casual or formal gatherings. Also included
on this level are a den/bedroom, sunroom addition and
renovated powder room.
The upper level hosts four
large bedrooms each with
abundant closet space and
three newly renovated full
bathrooms. The spacious
master suite features a large
walk-in closet and a luxurious
new bathroom with double

At a Glance:
Location: 1306 Janneys Lane
Price: $1,349,000
Square feet: 5,200
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4.5

vanity, glass enclosed shower,
and designer tile and fixtures.
The walkout lower level
includes a large, finished recreation room with masonry
fireplace, newly added movie
room/sixth bedroom, new
berber carpet and new sliding
doors.
The picturesque fully
fenced backyard features a
deck, patio and a deep lawn.
With a two-car garage and
close proximity to shopping,
restaurants, parks and public
transit, your new home awaits.

Year built: 1961
Contact: TTR Sotheby’s International,
Kerry Adams and Dayna Blumel
Kerry: 703-587-7841
Dayna: 703-597-2252,
or blumeladams@gmail.com

PHOTOS/LINEN AND LENS

This beautiful, oversized Cape Cod (top) on a large lot has a welcoming front porch and side load garage. The renovated and expanded
kitchen (above) is perfect for entertaining with its large center island,
professional appliances and granite counters.

Planning to spruce up your home’s interior this spring?
Call us now for a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702

SEE CALENDAR | 25

November 24

HOMES

DEL RAY TURKEY TROT The

41st annual Alexandria turkey trot,
set for Thanksgiving morning on a
course through the heart of downtown Del Ray.
Time:
9 a.m.
DROUGHT
FROM | 28
Location: George Washington
Middle School, 1005 Mount Vernon
Ave.
many other things going on.
Information: www.alexandriatur“When you work with this for
keytrot.com

long enough, turf-grass lawns
November
25 Paul says.
look
really boring,”
TREE
LIGHTING
CEREMONY
Some homeowners
want a
An official city event at which the
lawn
for
children
or
pets,
“but
city Christmas tree is lit as part of a
I ask my
clients a to
rethink
program
that includes
welcome
by
the
town
crier, appearances
the
how
much
lawn they byreally
mayor and other city officials, a visit
need.”
from
Santa and performances for
residents
visitors
to openWater
the
The and
Long
Beach
holiday season.
Department’s
Time:
6 to 8 p.m. suggested landscaping plans
homeowners
Location:
Marketfor
Square,
301
King
are St.
full of great ideas for garInformation: 703-746-4343
dens anywhere. These are not
December
sterile,
dreary 2conversions of
traditional
landscapes,
TASTE
OF SCOTLAND
Thisbut
fes-intive
event designs
features athat
Scotch
tasting
spiring
transform
menu including a variety of Scotchturf-heavy
front yards
into
es
direct from Scotland
distilleries,
Scottish
ale sampling,
well as
welcoming
and asinteresting
beer, wine and food. Proceeds from
gardens.
Iceberg
roses, Mexithe
event benefit
the programs
of
can
bush
sage,
The Campagna Center.penstemons
Time:
6:30 p.m. geraniums all
and perennial
Location: The Atrium Building, 277
show
up on these
plans. Small
S. Washington
St.
Information:
www.campagnacenshrubs, tough
ornamental
ter.org
grasses, boxwoods and lavender
all contribute
structure,
December
3
texture
and
fragrance
these
SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS to
WALK
Enjoy
marchingand
units colorful
filled with the
refreshing
garmagnificent tartans of Scottish
dens.
clans, the stirring sound of Scottish
California
is Scottish
not alone.
bagpipes
and drums,
dancers,
reenactment
groups,across
Scottie the
Botanical
gardens
dogs, dignitaries, classic cars, Santa
country
are offering
sustainClaus
and much
more. The parade
begins
St. Asaph and developing
Wolfe
abilityatworkshops,
streets and concludes at Market
lists ofwith
drought-tolerant
plants
Square
a massed band concert.
Time:
a.m.
and 11
including
low-water-use
Location:
Old Town
display areas
to educate visiInformation: www.campagnacentors and demonstrate that horter.org
ticultural CHRISTMAS
beauty andWALK
water
SCOTTISH
conservation
canback
go inhand
OPEN
HOUSE Step
time in
hand. Some gardens, such as
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas, emphasize native plants
and naturalistic landscapes.
Olbrich Botanical Gardens in
Madison, Wisconsin, recently
opened a delightfully unexpected gravel garden, densely
planted with hardy, droughttolerant plants, right at the entrance to the garden.
On
Olbrich’s
16-acre
grounds, rain barrels, rain
gardens and low-maintenance
lawn alternatives show how a
lush, first-class botanical garden can lead the way in water
conservation.
For businesses that develop and introduce plants,

Claus, soldiers in winter camps and
a Victorian tree in the museum. Visit
the Officers’ Hut decorated for the
season, and tour the historic fort
ALEX
ANDRIA
TIMES
with
a soldier.
Children can make
HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF
a period holiday card or ornament.
LIGHTS At sundown, Alexandria’s
Program is weather dependent.
harbor lights up as dozens of illuTime: Noon to 4 p.m.
minated boats cruise the Potomac
Location: Fort Ward Museum & HisRiver at the historic waterfront.
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
The boats are always dressed to
Information: 703-746-4848
impress a panel of judges who will
HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
award prizes in a dozen categories
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Travel
including Best in Show, Thinking
through centuries of local history
Outside the Christmas Box, and
and learn more about Alexandria
Hardiest Souls.
during the holiday season at Carlyle
Time: 5:30 p.m.
House, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
Location: Potomac River waterfront
Old Presbyterian Meeting House
Information: 703-746-3301 or
www.visitalexandriava.com/holidays and the Lee-Fendall House. Enjoy
each site by candlelight, smell seaAMERICAN ARABESQUE: A
sonal greenery, sip on drinks and
CELEBRATION OF CULTURE
taste period inspired food.
Dance to the sounds of local musiTime: 4 to 9 p.m.
cians, taste delicious Arabic cuisine
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Muand sweets and shop for beautiful
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
gifts made by Arab-American artists
Information: 703-746-4242
and artisans from Egypt, Iraq, Jordon,
KWANZAA HOW-TO WORKSHOP
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine,
An interactive workshop to present
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and Yemen.
everything to know about Kwanzaa
Arabic calligraphy, henna and craft
and how to do it. Included will be
activities are available for children.
PHOTO/LANDSCAPE
BY BARBARA PAUL
$ activi-95
history, principles, symbols,
Time:
10 a.m. toDESIGN
5 p.m.
ties and
ideas toPaul
aid inlikes
planning
a
Location:
Center,
1605
Southern Durant
California
landscape
designer
Barbara
to incorKwanzaa celebration. The program
Cameron
St.
porate Mediterranean
plants into her
drought-tolerant
designs.
The
will be entertaining and educational
Information: 703-746-5565
Location: Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, 105 N. Union St. Suite #327
Information: 703-746-4399 or
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org

Fall Inspections of
one system for 69.

dramatic purple flower spikes of Pride of Madeira steal the show in
this front-yard garden. Remember, even drought-tolerant plants need
water while they are getting established, Paul says.

season of “Mercy Street” on PBS.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Library – Duncan
Branch, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
MARCH 30,703-746-1781
2017
Information:

com
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December 17
BATTLE OF MONOCACY AND

703-683-1996
A Christmas Carol

12/2 - 12/17

rings in the holiday season with
Heating LTA
& Air
Conditioning
a return of the classic by Charles

Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly
Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly
guides through Christmas Coming soon
past, present, and future to
95
$
find the true meaning of the
holidays.
Complete
with
• Expires
May 30, 2017
special
effects,
Victorian
• Northern Virginia residents only
carols, and Tiny Tim, A
• Cannot be combined with any other
Christmas Carol is a must
offers/coupons.
Buy tickets early at our
for the entire family.
box office or online!
• Ask one of our service

Spring/Summer
Inspections special of
one system for 69.

| 703-683-0496
representatives
how to apply this
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria
tolan
Service
www.t h eli t t
e tAssured
h e at r
e . c oAgreement.
m

WINTER THEATER CLASSES
www.rbincorporated.com

Join us this
Advent Season as we celebrate

drought tolerance is a big angelonias, coneflowers and
American
British
Breakfast
American
&&British
priority these days, says Jeff vincas.
American
& Breakfast
British
Breakfast
Full
Dine-In
Lunch
Full
Dine-In
Lunch
Full
Dine-In
Lunch
Gibson, landscape business
These durable plants are
Weekend
Brunch
Weekend
Brunch
manager for the Ball Horti- also tough enough to survive
Weekend
Brunch
Come for
cultural Company, an inter- the widespread condition that
Comethe
for
thefor
homey
homey
Come
the ho
national plant company that Gibson calls “self-inflicted
atmosphere
and local
atmosphere
atmosphere
and l
Sunday,
Dec.
4,
2:30
PM
|
Women’s
Christmas
Tea
|
Belle
Haven
Country
Club
introduced the popular Wave drought,” which occurs when
hospitality
and
local hospitality
Sunday, Dec. 11, 10AM | Service of Lessons and Carols | 1801 North Quaker Ln.
series of prolific petunias. plants are grown in exceptionhospitality
Sip the
best
latte
Sunday, Dec. 18, 5PM | Caroling in Old Town | Starbucks, 100 S. Union St.
Sip
the
bestand
latte
Gardeners,
garden
challenging
Siproasted
the best
locally
coffee co
| Neighborhoodally
Caroling
| 1801 Northsites,
Quakersoils
Ln. and
Thurday, Dec.
22, 5PMdesigners
locally
roasted
and
Pageant | 1801 N.Plants
Quaker Ln.
Saturday, Dec.
24, 4:30PM | Christmas
and landscape
contractors
all temperatures.
growing
Savorlatte
European
beer, b
Savor
European
PM | Christmas Eve Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Saturday,
Dec.
24,
9
locally
roasted
want environmentally friend- along the street or driveway or
wine,
Mimosa
and
Bellini
Savor European beer,
wine,
Mimosa
and
Sunday, Dec. 25, 10AM | Christmas Day Service | 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
coffee
wine, Mimosa and Bellini
ly, low-maintenance
under
trees
suffer
from
| New Year’s Day
Service
| 1801often
N. Quaker
Ln.
Sunday, Jan. 1, 10AMgardens,
Join us where
locals
meet
to eat
forto
than
15 years
in
Old
Town
North
he says. EvenContact
where
the
anunusually
dry conditions, he
Join
where
locals
meet
eat
more
than
ininOld
TownatNo
Join us
us
where
locals
meet
tomore
eat for
for
more
than15
15years
years
us for
more
information:
703-535-6815
822
N.
Fairfax
St.,
703-706-5886
or
admin@ctkalexandria.org
822
N.
Fairfax
St.,
703-706-5886
Old
Town
North
at
822
N.
Fairfax
St.
703-706-5886
nual rainfall totals normally says. Plants growing next to a
Opposite Opposite
Crown Plaza,
2-3
blocks
from
Sheraton,
Holiday Inn
and Inn
Best
Western
Crown
Plaza,
2-3
blocks
from
Holiday
Best W
Opposite
Crown
Plaza,
2-3
blocks
from Sheraton,
Sheraton,
Holiday
Innand
register well up in the double driveway are exposed to treand Best www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com
Western www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com
digits, prolonged dry spells mendous amounts of reflected
put a lot of stress on plants and light and heat, so they tend to
lead to high mortality, disap- lose a lot more moisture to
pointing performance or high evaporation than you might
water bills.
expect. Mailbox gardens or
To help professionals and the corners of a yard are often
gardeners choose wisely, beyond the reach of sprinklers.
Ball developed a sustainabil- And trees compete with flowity index to highlight its most ers and shrubs not only for
drought-tolerant
offerings. light, but for moisture and nuDozens of hard-working an- trients in the soil. Rain doesn’t
nual and perennial flowers are
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on the list, including lantanas,

the Coming of Christ our King

Best bangers around!

Custom Design
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms

Countertops
Tops
• Fireplaces
• Superior
Quality
Cabinets
•

• Vanity

Kitchen & Bath
Showroom

7700-B Backlick Rd.
Springfield VA 22150

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate today!
Call (703) 337-2020 | info@bestkitchenandbath.us

BEST

Soft Shells
in Old Town Are Here!

Reservations Recommended

30 | MARCH 30, 2017

Our View

No more trucks should
be rolling on our stones
According to legend, the Dutch bought Manhattan from Native
Americans in 1626 for the equivalent of $24. Though it was probably obvious that the West India Company got quite a deal, it’s
unlikely anyone at the time imagined the island would become the
heart of America’s most populous city.
Almost four centuries later, the value of Old Town should not
require any imagination. This historic neighborhood is the heart
of our city and is arguably the leading lure that brings tourists
to Alexandria. But sometimes it seems we don’t fully appreciate
the fragility of our own treasure.
At least, that’s the conclusion we draw from the measly $250
fine the city doled out to Forrester Construction after one of
its subcontractors drove an enormous tractor-trailer on the irreplaceable cobblestones of Prince Street.
Photos of the gigantic truck stopped on the historic street,
right next to a sign that says “No Trucks,” would be amusing
if they weren’t so sad. And this wasn’t even Forrester’s first
infraction — it was their second fine.
Unfortunately, such a puny response by the city won’t serve as a
deterrent to Forrester or any other contractors working among our
city’s oldest structures. If anything, it will have the opposite effect.
Why would a company delay construction or comply with
restrictions regarding noise, vibrations or trucking materials if
the penalty is a mere wrist slap?
Alexandria’s normally reliable transportation director, Yon
Lambert, said Forrester apologized for the “inconvenience” and
said the company promised to “continue vigilant monitoring of its
subcontractors” so this doesn’t happen again.
Sorry, but we don’t view endangering the cobblestones of
Prince Street — one of only two such blocks left in Alexandria
— as a mere “inconvenience.” Such disregard is an affront to
those in the city who treasure our history.
At this point, we have little confidence in Forrester’s monitoring
of its subcontractors — or in the city’s will to ensure compliance.
The Old Dominion Boat Club reconstruction project has flown
under the radar compared to the public hoopla over the Carr hotel
at the foot of Duke Street or the EYA redevelopment of Robinson
Terminal South. Alexandria’s usual watchdogs, including this publication, to date have seemingly given the ODBC a pass.
This is understandable given the anguish club members suffered when the city threatened to use eminent domain to take their
property at the foot of King Street, forcing a land swap — and a $5
million sale — for the Beachcomber property a block south.
We remain sympathetic to ODBC members for what they
went through. But regard for the club does not equal ignoring
egregious behavior by their builder. This project needs to be
monitored like any other and infractions should be met with real
penalties, not token responses.
For two blocks along the waterfront, from Prince to Wolfe streets,
Old Town’s waterfront currently looks like a battle zone. The noise,
the trucks, the teardowns and the construction have left many in Old
Town feeling as if they are under siege.
Even if it results in something that will be better in the long run,
the disruption is real and it’s unsettling for those living nearby.
But more importantly, we must never forget that our history
is our treasure. If we are negligent in its protection, centuries
into the future, our descendants may look back and wonder how
we could have been so careless.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Opinion

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” - Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Old Town BID is already a boondoggle
To the editor:
Alexandria is being encouraged to create a new special tax district in Old Town.
The so-called Business Improvement District will raise
$2.2 million in new taxes from
businesses, then spend it on
unknown things and will be
managed through an unknown
process by unknown people.
The proposal has many flaws.
Once created, the BID will
be managed by the vote of
businesses and commercial
property taxpayers in the district. But it has specific provisions that discriminate against
owner occupied businesses.
This leaves more power in
the hands of big commercial
interests and discriminates
against small businesses. The
preliminary governance bylaws and its election rules
won’t even be drafted until
the tax increase option is approved.
The committee promoting
the BID specifically wants it
to tackle traffic, parking, garbage removal, public art, street

signage, event management
and marketing for Old Town.
Every one of those functions has at least one taxpayer supported or city run
entity already doing that. So
supporting the BID suggests
that the city is mismanaged
and incompetent. If that is
true, who is being fired and
which budgets are being cut?
The properties to be hit
with the new BID tax are already paying tens of millions
of dollars in property taxes,
not to mention the many millions of business license taxes. Support for the BID, then,
is a statement that we need to
fire dozens of staff and elected officials should resign.
However, 43 to 60 percent of the BID tax district
membership would be made
up of office tenants — lawyers, accountants, consulting firms and the like. These
businesses will receive zero
benefits from BID, yet would
be forced to shoulder about
half the tax burden.
Who could benefit from

the BID? It proposes money
to subsidize valet and/or
parking garage fees. Obviously this is a selling point
for restaurants, retailers and
the owners of parking facilities and services. It also proposes funding six new staff
positions to manage the BID.
With the extra $2.2 million to spend in Old Town,
will the city shift its spending
to other priorities since these
are now covered? We don’t
know. We can’t know until a
memorandum of understanding is drafted, and we won’t
see that until after the tax is
authorized. Since Alexandria
is already raising taxes and
complaining about too many
competing priorities, we
know how this will end.
These are just the opening
problems that have not been
addressed. There are many
deeper issues if you wade into
the details. But the ones that
leap out at first glance are decisive in their own right.
- Dan Hazelwood
Alexandria
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A BID is the last thing Alexandria needs
To the editor:
Taxpayers of Alexandria,
take note. We do not need a BID
in Alexandria. Why am I so
emphatic, you ask? For several
simple reasons, to wit:
We taxpayers and business
owners are already paying three
entities to perform exactly what
a BID would do. City-funded organizations include Visit Alexandria, the city’s tourism arm,
and the Alexandria Economic
Development Partnership. The
privately funded organization
is the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce.
Tree maintenance and street
cleanup are already funded in
the city’s operations, maintenance and department of recreation, parks and cultural activities budgets.
The primary issue lies with
Visit Alexandria and AEDP

since both receive city funds,
but there are no strings attached.
In other words, there are no metrics by which to evaluate what
return on investment we taxpayers are getting for our hardearned dollars.
Can you imagine, Visit Alexandria has a staff of 15, including a CEO, a COO and
four employees with sales and
marketing responsibilities. Yet
we need a BID on top of that
to achieve better visibility and
marketing. Give me a break.
As I wrote in an email to City
Manager Mark Jinks and City
Council, if everyone thinks a BID
is the answer to everything, then
fine. Just create a matrix organization from Visit Alexandria,
AEDP, the department of recreation, parks and cultural activities
and maintenance staff, partnered
with the chamber’s small business

office and we’ll call it a BID.
This would be easy to do,
and we wouldn’t have to spend
a dime. Just create metrics and
ensure this city BID group actually performs. Or you could create a new organization, but pay
for it with Visit Alexandria’s
budget since much of it will become redundant.
It’s time for residents to demand accountability: school
performance, Capital Bikeshare
usage data, affordable housing
support, historic preservation,
and now creating a special tax
district when we’re already paying for the services such a district would provide us.
Fellow residents, we should
not mind paying taxes, but we
should mind how our city’s government spends our money.
- Linda Couture
Alexandria

Baptist Church should rethink its plans

To the editor:
The Alfred Street Baptist
Church is poised to make a
massive mistake. It’s sad to say,
because its rich history is inspirational and ennobling.
The trials that the church
and especially its members have
surmounted over the last two
centuries would have caused
congregations of weaker constitutions to collapse, if not during slavery, then during Reconstruction, or at any time in the
long era of Jim Crow segregation and belittlement.
Throughout these travails, the
Alfred Street Baptist Church has
grown. It is again bursting at its
seams. Its current solution: use
an entire city block wherein its
current facilities are located to
create a gigantic house of prayer.

But unless it comes to its
senses, the church will entrap
itself, ensuring it is physically
unable to grow any further.
Moreover, the building design it submitted to the city
board of architectural review is
breathtaking, but for the wrong
reasons. It celebrates the Alfred
Street Baptist Church’s wealth,
not its piety and purpose.
It even insults the eye not
to mention the purse of its tithers, the church-going members
who’ll be on the hook to pay the
many-million dollar mortgage
for this monolithic structure.
This is not the right message
for a church that has forever
been dedicated to the poor and
the needy and those marginalized by their skin color.
If its members really need

space for further growth, then
they should at least consider
where their next church and
associated structures should
be built when it outgrows the
too-large one the church seems
intent on constructing.
It’s not too late for leaders
of the Alfred Street Baptist
Church to draw strength from
the only city Board of Architectural Review member to oppose the building design.
Coincidentally, she also was
the only BAR member who
actually walked the building
site. After she did, she realized
it was no place for a megachurch. Pray the Alfred Street
Baptist Church and its members have the same epiphany.
- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

It is time to invest fully in
the future of ACPS
To the editor:
As former members of the
Alexandria City School Board
from 2013 through 2015, we
understand the challenges
facing Alexandria City Public
Schools.
Students come into our
buildings from many countries, speaking many different
languages, with many different
disabilities and levels of ability.
Yet for 180+ days per year,
ACPS’s more than 2,000 employees give them every ounce
of effort possible, more than
anyone could expect for the
money they are paid. And
there are hundreds of volunteers who do the same. The
results are showing.
You can see it not only in
the data, which itself tells an
important but very small piece
of the story, but also in a more
important way by talking with
students who have benefited
from this work.
Now it is budget time, the
season for the annual community debate about, among other
things, how much to spend on
our schools. We write today on
the specific issue of the ACPS
capital improvement program
(CIP) budget.
Decades of neglect, as well
as declining or stagnant enrollment that lulled the community into thinking ACPS did
not need much capital support,
have left our buildings overcrowded and falling apart.
These conditions directly
impact student achievement.
They directly impact teacher
retention, which in turn also
affects student achievement.

In the past five or so years,
ACPS has been creative in trying to find ways to improve the
situation. Staff and the school
board have tried desperately to
strike a balance between adequate improvement and expansion and the limited financial
resources of the city. As a city,
we can only kick the can so far
down the road. That needs to
end now.
Credit is cheap right now.
We implore city council to issue bonds to invest — yes, we
use the term “invest” because
this is an investment in our
community — in our school
system.
The time for nit picking has
come to an end. Teachers who
need adequate work space are
not nit picking. Students with
disabilities who need resource
rooms are not nit picking. Art
teachers who simply want a
classroom for students’ creativity to bloom are not nit
picking. These are basic needs
of a public school system.
We have worked personally
with most of city council and
we know the entire council
cares about this community
and has an instinct to do the
right thing for the children of
Alexandria, who also happen
to the be the future adults of
Alexandria.
It is now time for the rest
of the community to stop the
bickering and own up to our
responsibility to properly
fund our schools.
- Kelly Booz, Stephanie
Kapsis and Justin Keating,
Former members, Alexandria City School Board

Get rid of wasteful spending before floating more tax hikes
To the editor:
City council’s proposed average $600 tax-and-fee hike
would be only mildly offensive
were councilors not so careless
with last year’s tax hike.
Page 2.15 of the fiscal 2017
budget notes city councilors

are spending $30,000 to participate in June’s U.S. Travel
Association convention as part
of Capital Region USA.
The convention will be held
just across the Potomac River
in Washington, D.C.
It costs $3 to get there by

Metro. Late registration for an
exhibitor booth costs $5,350.
Why are city councilors
spending $30,000 on a ninemile trip as part of a group,
when sending one employee
to solely promote Alexandria
costs $5,353 and provides bet-

ter return per dollar?
In fact, why is council
spending our money to promote private corporations? If
local businesses saw any value
in attending, they’d spend their
own money to be there themselves.

City councilors have no
right to demand new tax hikes
while blowing last year’s tax
hike on waste like a $30,000
nine-mile corporate welfare
trip.
- Donny Ferguson
Alexandria
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Rebel homes, confiscated for Union wounded

A

fter the initial occupation of Alexandria by
Union troops in 1861 at
the start of the Civil War, the
First Battle at Bull Run two
months later elevated Confederate hopes that the conflict
might be short-lived.
But as the months dragged
on, and casualties returning to
Alexandria for treatment escalated, the need for medical
facilities became crucial. At
first, the city’s largest buildings
were confiscated for hospital
use, and quickly outfitted with
crude cots to provide only the
most basic comforts.
Unfortunately, the wounded
kept coming, and, coupled with
poor sanitation across the city,
polluted water and spreading
infectious diseases, soldiers
were soon joined by even larger
hordes of sick patients suffering from a wide variety of illnesses. The most common was
dysentery, but the annual epidemics common to Alexandria
were of epic proportions during
the war years.
As the need for medical space
grew, churches, schools and even
private homes were taken over
by Union authorities on a moment’s notice. Particularly vulnerable were homes vacated by
supporters of the Confederacy.
Although locked up and often left in the care of family servants, these barriers crumbled
in the face of directives to confiscate properties for military
use. Two such properties were
elegant homes near the famous
Lee Corner at North Washington and Oronoco streets, which

became known as the Grosvenor Hospital and its annex, the
Grosvenor Branch Hospital.
The main building at 414 N.
Washington St. opened on August 17, 1862, in the home built
in 1830 for Anthony Cazenove,
one of Alexandria’s most illustrious citizens who, due to his
fluent French, was the personal
representative to the Marquis
de Lafayette during his 1824
visit to the city.
Once in military hands, the
stately gardens behind the home
were immediately replaced by a
two story, 20-foot-by-100-foot
hospital ward, a laundry facility, privies and a so-called “dead
house” for the storage of corpses
awaiting burial.

The hospital included space
for 160 patients, but was filled
to capacity within a year. In
response, authorities seized the
Oronoco Street home across
the street, built in 1785 by Lee
family relative Philip Fendall.
The dwelling’s entry hall,
seen here, served as a smaller
annex to Grosvenor, handling
the overflow of patients and
those in need of special care.
It was at this location that Dr.
Edwin Bentley, director of the
U.S. Army General Hospital
complex in Alexandria, performed the first blood transfusion in North America.
Grosvenor Hospital closed
just days after the Confederates’
surrender at Appomattox, and

in the years after the war, both
buildings were restored to residential use. Confederate Brig.
Gen. Montgomery D. Morse returned to his native Alexandria
and purchased 414 N. Washington St., where he lived with his
wife until 1895, continuing to call
the residence Grosvenor House.
The Lee family returned
to the Grosvenor Branch on
Oronoco Street, remaining
there until 1903, when the
home was purchased by Robert Downham. That site is now
operated as the Lee-Fendall
House Museum and Garden.
Out of the Attic is provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

This Week

Should city council further increase taxes to pay Should the city do more to protect
for school construction projects?
Old Town’s cobblestone streets?

76% No.

24% Yes.

WHO CARES? WE DO.

A. Yes. B. No.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Email comments, rants & raves to letters@ alextimes.com
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appear once every spring! Join Alexandria’s Plant Ecologist, Rod Simmons, on an informative spring hike
through Dora Kelley Nature Park.
Please wear weather appropriate
clothing and comfortable, closedtoe hiking shoes. We will meet at
the Buddie Ford Nature Center.
Time: Noon to 3 p.m.
Location: Dora Kelley Nature
Park, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Information: 703-746-5525

U.S. COLORED TROOPS
(U.S.C.T.) LIVING HISTORY ENCAMPMENT Reenactors from the
54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Co. B., and the 23rd U.S.C.T.
will stage a military encampment
that portrays the history, training
and soldier life of African American
units associated with the Civil War
defenses of Washington. Visitors
will learn about the role of the
U.S.C.T. in the Union war effort,
and about specific units that were
trained and stationed in the local
area. Historical figures such as
Medal of Honor recipient Sgt.
Major Christian Fleetwood of the
4th U.S.C.T., a Washington resident
and civic leader after the war, will
be portrayed. The program is free
and is weather dependent.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum
and Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848
ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC
SAFETY CAREER DAY Explore
a career in public safety! Meet
representatives from Police, Fire,
Sheriff and Dispatch, and start
the process by taking an applicant
test. Learn about opportunities
for sworn and civilian staff, and
talk with current employees -- police officers, deputies, firefighters,
EMTs, and dispatchers. Free.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DROUGHT

Location: George Washington
Middle School, 1005 Mount
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-6808

Information: https://shop.alexandriava.gov/events.aspx

APOTHECARY OF MERCY
CIVIL WAR TOURS Explore
the themes of PBS’ Mercy Street
through the lens of this familyowned Apothecary that stayed
in business through Alexandria’s
occupation during the Civil War.
$8 per person.
Time: 12:15 - 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St.
Information: https://www.alexandriava.gov/Apothecary

DIY BRIDAL MAKEUP CLASS
Learn the secrets to a perfect
wedding day makeup application
(DIY Bridal Makeup) and as an
added bonus meet master stylist
Samuel Soliman who will teach
a DIY mini-bridal updo session?
Get makeup and hair secrets from
the leading experts in hair and
makeup. Free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Safeway Community
Conference Room, 3526 King St.
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/diy-bridalmakeup-class-alexandria-vatickets-31226371919

April 13
CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE
CLASSES In preparation for the
Civil War Ball on the 29th, learn
the waltz, polka, Virginia Reel and
more from an expert dance master. Those not familiar with this
style of dancing should complete
at least one full class to become
accustomed to the figures and
language for the ball. $12 per
class or $30 for the series of
classes, including April 20 and 27.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx

April 19
HAMILTON/BURR DUEL: THE
MUSICAL VERSUS REALITY
Dr. Peter Henriques explores the
Aaron Burr/ Alexander Hamilton
duel that has captivated Americans for centuries, including just
recently with Hamilton: The Musical. $12 per person or $10 for
Society members and volunteers.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
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solve these problems for long,
but drought-tolerant plants
do, Gibson says.
The best way to grow beautiful plants that need extra
water is to use them sensibly,
Gibson says. Thirsty plants
will thrive in a big pot by the
front door, for example, where
they will have lots of impact,
and where they can be watered
relatively easily when necessary. Grouping plants that
need extra moisture together,
so they can all be watered at

PHOTO/BALL HORTICULTURAL

Many drought-tolerant plants will
bloom prolifically in the cracks
between steppingstones. Salvia
New Dimension blooms from
summer through fall. It tolerates
heat and drought and attracts
butterflies and hummingbirds,
but deer do not like it.

April 22

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY
WALKING TOUR Explore Alexandria’s firefighting history on the
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Firefighting History” tour. Participants
learn about volunteer firefighting
in early Alexandria, three devastating fires, and the five volunteer
fire companies. $6 for adults,
$4 ages 10-17. Reservations are
required, as space is limited.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: https://shop.alexandriava.gov
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Oh Hey, Oliver!!

Oliver’s people couldn’t
keep him anymore; but it
wasn’t his fault. He is a dear
boy who loves to play and
be with his humans. He
would be happy as your
one and only! Email us for
more information. We are
For more information contact
open this Saturday and King Street Cats.
Sunday; 1:30 to 4:30 pm. contact@kingstreetcats.org

IRON CODE #12

April 29
ALEXANDRIA EARTH DAY Be
one with nature in Alexandria!
This year’s theme is Clean Water
Starts with YOU! The event will
include educational exhibits,
demonstrations and hands-on
activities for all ages.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Lenny Harris Memorial
Fields at Braddock Park, 1005
Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: http://alexandriava.gov/EarthDay

once, saves water and time,
and it helps ensure that none
are neglected. New plants
that need water while they become established can be spotwatered with a watering can
instead of a sprinkler. Spraying the whole garden when
you really just need to water
a new shrub is wasteful, and
you miss something of the joy
of gardening. “Hand-watering
is fun,” says Barbara Paul,
who admits she keeps a bucket in the bathtub and uses the
shower water for her plants.
They don’t need much.

Website Design & Development
Hosting & Maintenance
Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com
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Weekly Words

Last Week’s Solution:

38 Kitty feeder, in poker
39 Utterances of admiration
40 Early morning sound
41 Olive-green songbird
42 Grocery checkout units
43 Crazy fan
44 Type of person who can’t deliver
			 tall tales?
45 Product from castor beans
48 Cinnamon buns’ enticement
49 Pack down dirt
50 “The ___ of the Cave Bear”
51 Rum cakes
57 “I’ll have the same”
58 Soap unit
59 City near Salt Lake City
61 Native American dwelling of old
62 Popped a cork
63 Yachting hazards
64 Sign from a third base coach
			 meaning “don’t swing”
65 Wife of a rajah
66 Kind of narrow eyes
67 Undo, as a knot
68 Dangle carrots in front of
73 Farewells of old Rome
74 Likely to end badly
75 Landlady of Laverne and Shirley
76 Gilts
77 Leaves in the lurch
78 Quality and Holiday, for two
79 Pretend to be a different person?
82 Boston Celtics Hall of Famer Bob
83 Horse’s burden
84 It’s pounded for order
90 Sailor’s bearings
92 ___ fiddle (quite healthy)
93 Monastery VIPs
94 Ticket-writing troopers, e.g.
THE ORGAN PLAYS YOU By Timothy E. Parker
95 Texas city
ACROSS
57 DeLuise of comedy films
114 Some Eastern rulers
96 Thing sometimes played on a
58 Title for Shakespeare
			 musical instrument
115 “Monster” of a southwest
1 Shortened word, shortened
				lizard
59 ___-Wan Kenobi
97 Hanging tapestry
5 Sound of a fat tomato hitting
		 a floor
116 Words with heart or seat
60 Mind game (Part 2 of 4)
99 Groucho’s Tattooed Lady
10 Backups to starters
117 Snaky warning or a radiator’s 100 Various garden mixtures
69 Landing guess
			 “I’m working”
14 Revolver in a subway
70 Bottom-heavy fruit
101 Sprint
118 Ketchup alternative
19 A ___ coincidence
71 Some spaces in papers
102 Sections of pelvises
119 Window part
20 Bonnie’s crime mate
72 Direction opposite WSW
103 655 in Roman numerals
21 Riding piggyback, e.g.
73 Skillful
104 Disgusted grunts
DOWN
22 Kind of colony for cons
76 Societal square peg in a
105 “___ la Douce” (film)
1 Shells and arrows, e.g.
23 Restaurant offering
			 round hole
106 Armstrong or Diamond
2 Complaints, in slang
24 Mr. Goldfinger
77 Sawyer of news and journalism
107 Home of the Jazz hoopsters
3 Supporting neckwear?
25 Hamilton dueler
80 All-hours cash source
4 Puts in more 1-Down
26 Hops dryers
81 Meeting without traveling
5 Hard to come by
27 Mind game (Part 1 of 4)
85 Flashy dance maneuver
6 Good points or assets
31 Spiritual session?
86 Seaside-soaring eagle
7 Harplike instrument of long ago
32 Leavened flatbread of India
87 Cheers for working a cape
8 Miner’s “doorway”
33 Battering, powerful wind
			 with skill
9 Type of foul in the NBA
34 Expires permanently
88 Fails to be
10 Midnight assembly of witches
35 Fighter’s weapon
89 Up to now
11 One-eighty
36 Slight, itty-bitty bit
91 “Under the ___” (“The Little
			 Mermaid” song)
12 Tora ___ (Afghanistan region)
37 Guiding principle, in Chinese
92 He had multiple bad hare days?
13 Full of spirit and vitality
			 philosophy
93 Hoo-has and other big fusses
14 Ruined, as foodstuff
40 Dispatch boat
94 Small inlet
15 Ruffle, as hair
43 Pleasant to be around
96 CD word
16 “Meet Me ___ Louis”
44 Words before “new world’s
			 record”
97 Cain’s unfortunate victim
17 Stucco backing
45 Place of many wagers
98 Symbols of perfection
18 “So what ___ is new?”
46 Totally drunk
101 Mind game (Part 3 of 4)
28 Word before jack and after
47 Common delivery of long ago?
			 student
108 Big name in aluminum foil
52 People-funny link
29 Palette stand
109 “Green” prefix
53 Badgerlike animal
30 Water nymph of mythology
110 Furniture producers?
54 Australian parrot
35 Arson result
111 Mince words?
55 Crowning high points
36 Creepy one
112 Dirty delta deposits
56 Cycle in one’s sleep
37 Senator’s six years
113 Mind game (Part 4 of 4)

Obituaries
RALPH BRADLEY, 74,
formerly of Alexandria,
March 23, 2017
BETTY EVELYN BRUCE, 93,
formerly of Alexandria,
January 30, 2017
POLLY NORMENT BURKE, 92,
of Alexandria, March 18, 2017
DAVID ANDREWS LLOYD, 86,
formerly of Alexandria,
March 24, 2017
ARTHUR L. NELSON, SR.,
of Alexandria, March 7, 2017
NELL PEARSON,
formerly of Alexandria,
March 9, 2017
LIONEL W. PEINE,
of Alexandria, March 21, 2017
DONNIE PROCTOR,
of Alexandria, March 28, 2017
AGNES MARY RANSON,
of Alexandria, March 13, 2017
BOBBIE DEAN RICHARDS SMITH,
of Alexandria, March 10, 2017
MARY SEABROOK SMITH, 91,
formerly of Alexandria,
March 2, 2017

OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times are
charged through the funeral home
on a per-word basis comparable to
the space rate offered to nonprofit
advertisers.
Deadlines are the Monday prior to
the issue date. Call 703.739.0001
for details.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Classifieds
ABC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE OF
A PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017
7:30 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall
301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Information about this item may be
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone:
(703) 746-4666 or on the City’s website
at www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

Exceptional Private
Vocal & Piano

Instructor.

Vocal students
consistently accepted
to music schools,
State Choir, and cast in
musical productions.
All levels welcome,
beginner to professional;

Piano students:
beginner to
intermediate
levels.

Discussion Item: BZA Code Text
Amendment to amend the Board of
Zoning Appeals Code text

Freedom of the press
is not just important
to democracy, it is
democracy.
- Walter Cronkite

ESTATE AUCTION

ers, Road Tractors, Loaders, Dump
Trucks, Trailers & More! Accepting
Consignments through 4/21. 3600
Deepwater Terminal Rd. Motleys.
com • 804-232-3300 • VAAL#16

CATTLE/LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
Bull and Commercial Bred
Heifer sale. Angus, Polled Here-

fords, Balancers, Baldies, Gelbviehs.
Saturday, April 8, 2017 at noon. Knoll
Crest Farm, Red House, VA 434-3763567 www.knollcrestfarm.com

Enjoy Cattle Sales, Industry Trade
Show & Youth Events. Learn more at
www.vabeefexpo.com.

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars
All types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes
Individual/Business.
Trusts - Estates - Wills.
Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes - IRS Audits
Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts
703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

SIMULCAST
LIVE ON SITE

April 22nd, 2017 @ 12:00pm
OPEN HOUSE: Sat. 4/1/17 10 am – 2 pm

Minutes from Edenton • 515 Summerby Rd., Roper, NC 27970
Direct Waterfront property on the Albemarle Sound • Estate items also included – see online for items
ORIG. PRICING: 585K
BUILT IN 2015 • 3,914 SQ FT
1.46 ACRE LOT
4 BEDROOMS • 4 BATHS
Listing Agent: Chuck Nance
License #218972

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Construction Equipment & Trucks 4/25 @ 9 AM,
Richmond, VA Excavators, Doz-

The Virginia Beef Expo is
April 12-15, 2017, at
Rockingham Co. Fairgrounds.

Note: the following items have been
revised. All other previously advertised
cases for this hearing remain the same.
BZA Case # 2017-0008
2208-2210 East Randolph Ave.
Public hearing and consideration of a
request for a special exception for the
construction of a front porch in the
required front yard; zoned R2-5/Singleand two-family.
APPLICANT: John and Holly Ellis

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS
MARCH 26, 2017

For more info visit:

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
- Get FAA certification to fix planes.

Approved for military benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement
assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 877-204-4130

FARM/LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
Live Fish for Ponds-Lakes.
Plants, Lilies, 32 Species
Available. Free Catalog. Delivery

or Pick-Up. Zetts Fish Hatchery, 878
Hatchery Road, Inwood, WV 25428
(304) 229-3654.

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $40,000$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or
10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in
Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg
800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke
800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested,
$395 + $86 court cost. No

court appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one days.
Telephone inquiries welcome - no
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney.
757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS Homes,

VAF#359 NCAL#8177

Advertising Works!
Advertise to 19,000+ viewers! Contact us today
sales@alextimes.com or 703-739-0001

Garages, & Workshops! Lowest
Prices! LOW monthly payments on
remaining cancelled orders 30x36,
25x30, 20x22, CALL NOW 757-3018885 Kevin SteelBuildingPros.com
Coupon: SAVINGS

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON R12 WANTED:
We PICK UP and pay CA$H for
R12. Cylinders or case of cans.
EPA certified. (312) 291-9169;
sell@refrigerantfinders.com
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The Spring Market is Here!
FOR SALE
709 W Braddock Road
Braddock Heights
5 bedrooms | 5 baths | $2,695,000
Complete renovation and expansion in Braddock Heights!
A fabulous kitchen/great room that will delight any chef.
Library, office, media room, and three fireplaces. Five
bedrooms and upstairs playroom in addition to family
room looking out to the pool and terrace.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

308 Monticello Boulevard
Monticello Park
4 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | $840,000

2603 Valley Drive
North Ridge
4 bedrooms | 3 baths | $739,000

181 E Reed Avenue #414
The Preston
2 bedrooms | 2 baths | $420,000

FOR SALE

CONTRACT PENDING

SOLD

203 Yoakum Parkway #801
Watergate at Landmark
1 bedroom | 1 bath | $189,000

505 E Braddock Road #303
Colecroft
2 bedrooms | 1 bath | $399,900

506 E Howell Avenue
Del Ray
2 bedrooms | 2 baths | $560,000

I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area.
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we
can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

DONNA CRAMER
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578

dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

there when it counts

