
Governor’s timeline for 
city outfalls rejected
 BY JAMES CULLUM 

 The Virginia State Senate on 
Wednesday rejected Governor 
Terry McAuliffe’s four amend-
ments to extend the deadlines 
for Alexandria to upgrade its 
combined sewage system out-
falls. Senate bill 898, which Al-
exandria officials say imposes 
an unfair 2025 deadline to have 
all four of the city’s 18th cen-
tury outfalls in compliance with 
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, now faces a 
likely veto from McAuliffe. 

 “Clearly, I hope that the gov-
ernor will veto the bill,” said Al-
exandria Mayor Allison Silber-
berg, who described herself as a 
disappointed lifelong environ-
mentalist. “It’s disappointing 
that the amendments weren’t 
acceptable, but regardless of 
what the state legislature has 
voted, we are fully committed 
to moving forward and work-
ing with our team to work on all 
four outfalls.”  
 Under Virginia law, the 
amendments needed a two-
thirds majority of state sena-
tors to vote in support for them 

to stand. So, even though 23 
senators voted in favor of the 
governor’s amendments ver-
sus 16 against (with one ab-
stention), they fell four votes 
short of the two-thirds thresh-
old.
 Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) 
said that the bill, authored by 
Sen. Richard Stuart (R-28), 
imposes an unfair and punitive 
deadline on Alexandria. Ac-
cording to the bill, unless Alex-
andria starts its outfalls project 
by 2023 and completes it by 

Mount Vernon Community
School principal to leave 
after five years
BY JAMES CULLUM 

 It was bittersweet when prin-
cipal Peter Balas announced 
that he was leaving the Mount 
Vernon Community School at 
the end of the year to become 
the principal at T.C. Williams 
High School. Five years ago, he 
was hired as Mount Vernon’s 
third principal in five years, and 
many were skeptical that the 
33-year-old assistant principal 
at T.C. Williams High School 
knew what he was doing. After 
all, he had no previous elemen-
tary school experience. 
 “Peter Balas has just been 
an incredible asset, not just to 

the school but to the communi-
ty at large,” said Nancy Drane, 
who has two children at MVCS 
and is next year’s president of 
the school’s parent teacher as-
sociation. “The school is now 
an incredibly stable place, well 
run, well managed. He’s laid a 
terrific foundation.” 
 Balas will be the third prin-

State Senate votes “ No”

Peter Balas 
set to take 
the reins at 
T.C. Williams

SEE BALAS | 6
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SUMMER CAMPS 
KIDS LOVE - 16

MUSICAL COMEDY ON 
BENEDICT ARNOLD - 22

BASEBALL AT THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL(S) LEVEL

T.C. MUSIC WINS
TOP HONORS - 10

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM 
Peter Balas will start work this summer as the new principal of T.C. 
Williams High School.

Sam Coast (top) waits atop Mount Vernon Rec Center’s playground 
to listen for his team’s call for their Alexandria Little League (ALL) 
2017 season photo. Saturday’s ALL opening day ceremony and 16 
games were cancelled due to rained out fields. Better conditions 
prevailed Sunday when Potomac Trust Mortgage player Max 
Stackhouse (center) rounded third base to go for a home run. On 
Monday, the excitement was palpable for the Nationals’ opening 
day at full-to-capacity Nationals Park.

I think that [at 
T.C.] I have the 

best job in Alexandria. 
It’s going to be hard. It’s 
going to be challeng-
ing — but it’s going to 
be rewarding as we see 
gains over the years. 
I’m confident we will.”

 - Peter Balas
Incoming T.C. Williams principal

SEE OUTFALLS | 8
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300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

Live in Old Town! Perfectly situated 
on a corner lot near everything!  
Love the huge kitchen, hardwood 
floors, and 2-car garage. Located 
near the Metro, restaurants, and 
King Street. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

Luxury townhome in historic GW 
Club condos. 4 impeccable levels, 
hardwood floors, French doors, 
spa bath, Viking appliances, roomy 
garage, guest parking, the list goes 
on… 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $1,249,900     ALEXANDRIA $1,100,000       

Contemporary Maywood rambler.  
Beautifully landscaped & hard-
scaped corner lot. Open floor plan, 
HW floors, dining room, breakfast 
bar, luxurious master bath, wrap 
around porch. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

ARLINGTON $795,000 

Glenview Heights, custom rambler 
on 1/2-acre, landscaped, cul de sac 
lot. Nearly 4000 sq ft on 2 levels. 4 
fireplaces, steam shower, and deck 
with hot tub & gas grill. Two 2-car 
garages. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths

ALEXANDRIA $739,900     

LORTON $547,000     

Lorton Station stunner! Stainless 
appliances, hardwood floors, eat-in 
kitchen, large MBR, walk-in closets, 
huge deck, fenced yard. Walk to VRE, 
medical center, restaurants, pool & 
clubhouse. 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

MCLEAN $664,900     

Stoneleigh end unit w/ large yard 
and private patio. Hardwood 
floors, renovated kitchen, 2 gas 
fireplaces, ample storage. Close to 
McLean HS, Tysons. Move-in ready. 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $274,900     

Bearings South, top floor rear 
condo, quiet location. Hardwood 
floors, granite counters, cherry 
cabinets, stainless appliances. 
Separate living, dining areas. Good 
size bedroom. Lots of closet space.

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Orchard Valley charmer just a mile 
to metro! On cul de sac & loaded 
with updates: hardwoods on upper 
level, new HVAC, crown molding, 
fresh paint. Tons of storage, great 
patio. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths

Spring into a new home and

SAVE   up to   $10,000
in closing costs*

ALEXANDRIA $684,900     

Ask Us
How!
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

 Inova Alexandria hospi-
tal CEO Susan Carroll has 
been promoted to Regional 
Executive Officer of Inova 
Alexandria and Inova Mount 
Vernon hospitals. Carroll, the 
first Inova Alexandria CEO to 
have been born in the hospi-
tal, assumes a post that, while 
previously in existence, re-
cently had been vacant. 
 “The purpose of this posi-
tion is to look at both hospi-
tals and build on each other’s 
strengths,” Carroll said. “The 
primary and secondary areas 
that we serve with these com-
munities have about 99 per-
cent overlap. We are trying to 
provide the best care to both 
communities.”
 Carroll described her mis-
sion as an effort to build a bet-
ter strategic partnership be-
tween the hospitals. She will 
have offices in both facilities 
and will spend two days per 
week in each location in order 
to better understand the needs 
of the communities at both 
hospitals.
 “I really value the relation-
ships that I have in the com-
munity,” she said. “As the 
person who runs this region I 
need to understand better than 
anyone else what people want 
the hospitals to be.”
 Carroll said she isn’t going 
into the position planning to 
have the hospitals specialize 
in certain areas to the exclu-
sion of others, but noted that 
in some areas this specializa-
tion already exists.
 “Mount Vernon has won-
derful rehab and psychiatric 
programs and Alexandria de-
livers babies and has an out-
standing cardiac program,” 

Carroll said. “Over the years, 
they have developed different 
things already.”
 But she emphasized that 
it’s important for the commu-
nity to see that both hospitals 
provide a broad range of ser-
vices for their nearby popula-
tions.
 Carroll has 21 years of 
executive experience in the 
healthcare industry. She pre-
viously served as Vice Presi-
dent of Inova Cancer Institute 
and Inova Translational Medi-
cine Institute. She was also 
on the executive management 
team at Inova Fairfax Hospital 
prior to being named Senior 
Vice President and CEO of 
Inova Alexandria Hospital.
 “I have the advantage of 
being a native of Alexandria,” 
she said. “To have the oppor-
tunity to continue the work at 
Alexandria and now engage 
with the care and services at 
Inova Mount Vernon, we will 
achieve exceptional care for 
both communities – enhanc-
ing the strengths, outreach 
and outcomes of each.”

- Denise Dunbar 
ddunbar@alextimes.com

The American Horticultural Society’s

Spring Garden
Market 

April 21 & 22
at riVEr FArM
Alexandria, Virginia

AHS MEMbErS-Only 
MOrning
Fri., April 21,
10 a.m.–12 p.m. 

public SAlE
Fri., April 21
12 p.m.–4 p.m.
Sat., April 22,
10 a.m.–4 p.m.

Find more information at www.ahsgardening.org 
or call (703) 768-5700.
Parking is $5 per car (cash only); free for AHS members. 

WHO CARES? WE DO.
Email comments, rants & raves to 

 letters@alextimes.com

Susan Carroll becomes  
Inova regional director

A SPECIAL SPRING 
FIELD TRIP
On March 29, Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg welcomed the whole 
2nd grade from Charles Barrett 
Elementary School. In the Coun-
cil Chambers, they discussed the 
history of the city, how the govern-
ment works, and some of the is-
sues facing the city. The students 
asked numerous questions and 
visited the Mayor's office. 

SUSAN CARROLL
 The first 50 patrons who 
show up at the Nicecream Grand 
Opening on Saturday will re-
ceive free ice cream, while the 
next 300 customers will have 
access to sweet giveaways hid-
den in the store. Located at 726 
King St., Nicecream will be 
open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
 Owners Sandra Tran and 
Gil Welsford met at JMU and 
opened their first store in Clar-
endon in 2014. The company 
handcrafts ice cream using lo-
cal grass-fed cream and fresh 
ingredients from nearby farms. 

-Times staff

Nicecream 
grand opening 
this Saturday
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Now extended through April 15th
40 - 50% OFF All Seating in the Shop 

20% OFF All Garden Stools
(Some Exclusions Apply)

Victoria at Home
1125 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.836.1960

www.victoriaathome.com
STORE HOURS  Tuesday –Saturday: 10AM –5PM

Last Days of our 
Spring Clearance Sale!

Woodbridge man arrested for car theft 

Bank robbery on Prince Street, suspect at large

Police investigating Alfred Street shooting

City Police transition to new records management system

 A Woodbridge man is in 
custody and a second suspect 
remains at large after both fled 
from police in a stolen car in the 
area of Taney Avenue and Rick-
enbacher Avenue in the city’s 
West End on March 30, accord-
ing to Alexandria Police. 
 Barionn Carter, 22, was 
charged with grand larceny of 

an auto, eluding police, pos-
session of marijuana, failure to 
stop at a stop sign and driving 
on a revoked license. The car 
was stolen from Prince Wil-
liam County, and a Fairfax 
County Police helicopter as-
sisted in the search. 
 “At this time the second 
suspect has not been located,” 

said Alexandria Police spoke-
woman Laura Binz.  
 Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to call the Alexandria Police 
Department’s non-emergency 
number at 703-746-4444. Call-
ers may remain anonymous.

- James Cullum
jcullum@alextimes.com 

 Alexandria Police are looking 
for two male suspects in a March 
29 shooting that occurred in the 
600 block of South Alfred Street. 
A 22-year-old Alexandria male 
sustained non-life threatening 
injuries after being shot in the 

stomach at around 2:25 p.m. 
 “Two black males were ob-
served running from the scene 
after the shooting,” said Laura 
Binz, a spokeswoman for the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment. “There is no further sus-

pect description.” 
 Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked to 
contact Detective Loren King 
at 703-746-6689. 

- James Cullum
jcullum@alextimes.com 

 Alexandria Police began con-
verting at the end of March to a 
new records management sys-
tem and field-based reporting 
system. Both systems will let of-
ficers file incidents from the field 
more quickly. But this change 
will not result in an increase in 

publicly available information. 
 “This is a significant im-
plementation of core technol-
ogy systems that, in part, will 
produce more efficient officer 
workflows, better data collec-
tion, and enhanced reporting 
capabilities,” according to the 

Alexandria Police Department 
website. “The department has 
long emphasized the impor-
tance of collecting, reporting, 
and analyzing data that is both 
timely and accurate.” 

- James Cullum
jcullum@alextimes.com 

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856. 

Four new garden settings for families to pay tribute to a loved one 
at an affordable price. Ground burial sites are still available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between March 29 and April 5.

AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT

BURGLARIES

THEFTS DRUG CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

ASSAULTS

SEXUAL 
OFFENSES

VEHICLE 
THEFTS

ROBBERIES

5 5

1 3

3

0
0 0

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating a rob-
bery at the United Bank at in 
the 1400 block of Prince Street.
“A male suspect passed a note 
and stole cash,” said Laura 
Binz of the Alexandria Police 

Department. “There were no 
injuries.” Binz said there was 
extensive police activity after-
wards in the area. 
 The suspect is described as a 
tall, thin black male wearing a blue 
shirt, tan pants and a black hat.

 Police ask that anyone with 
information about this inci-
dent call Detective Michael 
Whelan at 703-746-6228. Call-
ers may remain anonymous. 

- James Cullum
jcullum@alextimes.com 
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ALEXANDRIA, VA BROKERAGE  |  400 SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800     ttrsir.com
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GEORGETOWN, DC $1,250,000  |  1417 36th St NW
Historic clapboard house on a tree-lined street, walking distance 
to restaurants, shops, parks, and the Waterfront. There is a large 
rear yard, two � replaces, screened-in porch, and lower-level family 
room.
MICHAEL RANKIN +1 202 271 3344

BELLE HAVEN $1,099,000   |  6210 Foxcroft Road 
Extraordinary 4BR, 3.5 BA colonial on ivy-covered lot in sought-
after Belle Haven o� ers gracious living spaces, updated kitchen, 
screened porch, large deck, pond with fountains and a 2- car 
garage.
JEANNE WARNER  +1  703 980 9106

ALEXANDRIA  $1,050,000  | 3709 Washington Woods Dr
Stunning 4 bed/4.5 bath Colonial loaded with updates.  New 
HVAC, garage doors, HWW, windows, NEW cedar roof, beautiful 
back deck with wisteria arbor.  A true must see property.
BRIAN BLACKBURN +1 703 447 3085

ALEXANDRIA $1,075,000  | 1812 Potomac Ave
Gourmet kitchen, eat-in island, hardwood � oors, gas � replace. 
Fourth level: entertainer’s dream with bathroom, wet bar, mini 
fridge and two sided � replace that leads to rooftop terrace 
overlooking the park.
ROB SANDERS  +1 202 744 6463
BRENT JACKSON  +1 202 263 9200

OLD TOWN PRICE UPON REQUEST  |  819 Prince St
Sun � lled, wide and historic corner house with large rooms, 
charming kitchen with views of irresistible garden. Finished 
carriage house. Parking included. 3 Bedrooms, 2 and a half baths. 
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

GEORGETOWN, DC $1,525,000  |  1121 29th St NW
Bright Federal style three unit building within reach of all 
amenities Georgetown has to o� er. High ceilings, wood � oors, 
and private garden. Fully rented month-to-month lease. Subject 
to TOPA.
JULIA DIAZ-ASPER +1 202 256 1887

WELLINGTON $1,060,000  | 7609 Ridgecrest Dr
Lovely private retreat with river views only minutes from Old Town 
o� ering 4 bedrooms, 3 Baths, chefs kitchen, spacious and � exible 
� oor plan, beautifully landscaped grounds and swimming pool. 
JEANNE WARNER +1 703 980 9106

AURORA HILLS $1,895,000  |  2627 S Kent St
Gorgeous 5,760 sq ft craftsman style home with excellent space 
for entertaining and everyday living. Gourmet kitchen and butler’s 
pantry plus breakfast room. 4BR and 3 full BAs and large master 
suite on upper level. 2-car attached garage.
JONATHAN TAYLOR +1 202 276 3344

GEORGETOWN, DC $11,000/month  |  3023 Q St NW
Located on Cooke’s Row, 3023 was Cooke’s residence & boasts 
numerous architectural details. This home is graced with 13 
ft ceilings on main level, 7 bedrooms, � ve bathrooms, garage 
parking.
JULIA DIAZ-ASPER +1 202 256 1887

OLD TOWN $2,395,000  |  117 Prince St
Historic Captain’s Row. 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, 2 parking 
spaces, large patio/garden. Renovations performed to exacting 
speci� cations. Rare opportunity to live in one of the largest 
homes on Captain’s Row.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

GEORGETOWN, DC  $2,550,000  |  2715 P St NW
Victorian with 6BD, 6.5BA. Gourmet kitchen, living room with 
� replace, bay window. Sunny LL with 2 BR,2BA in-law suite, 
kitchen with breakfast bar, seperate entrances. Elevator and 2-car 
parking.
JULIA DIAZ-ASPER +1 202 256 1887

CLEVELAND PARK, DC $1,995,000  | 3825 Woodley Rd NW
No detail was overlooked in the renovation of this stunning 
Cleveland Park residence. The home features a chef’s kitchen, 
separate dining room, well-appointed master suite, and numerous 
upgrades and amenities.
MICHAEL RANKIN +1 202 271 3344
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Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2017), and visit  
www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products. You can also contact  
us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

cipal at T.C. in five years, replac-
ing Dr. Jesse Dingle, who took 
the high school’s helm at the be-
ginning of the 2015 school year. 
Dingle announced in November 

that he was moving with his fam-
ily to Asheville, N.C., at the end 
of the school year. 
 “I think that [at T.C.] I have 
the best job in Alexandria,” Bal-
as said. “It’s going to be hard. 
It’s going to be challenging — 

but it’s going to be rewarding as 
we see gains over the years. I’m 
confident we will.” 
 Balas proclaimed himself 
cheerfully ready and willing to 
be the victim of a dunking tank 
or be bathed in ice cream at rec-

reational school events, as he 
was at MVCS recently.
 He was rushing through 
a packed schedule when the 
Alexandria Times recently 
caught up with him. Like hun-
dreds of his students, he wore 
a maroon MVCS polo shirt, 
and that day tasked himself 
with overseeing two spelling 
bees, a spring fling event and 
a three-mile bicycle field trip 
ride around the surrounding 
Del Ray neighborhood - in ad-
dition to his normal duties. 
 “I love this school. It’s so 
sad to leave,” he said. “For me 
relationships come first. You 
really can’t teach kids much of 
anything unless you form a re-
lationship with them.”   
 Balas, now 38, is here to 
stay. The Long Island, N.Y., na-
tive has spent the last 15 years 
working for the Alexandria 
City Public School system and 
just closed on a house in the 
West End. He’s one of four chil-
dren raised by a single mother, 
Patricia Balas, who worked as 

secretary to a school principal.
 He moved to Alexandria af-
ter receiving his undergraduate 
degree in history from Hofstra 
University and received dual 
master’s degrees in curriculum 
instruction and educational 
leadership from George Mason 
University. His first teaching 
job was as a 9th grade history 
teacher at T.C.’s Minnie How-

SEE BALAS | 13

I love this 
school. It’s 

so sad to leave.For 
me relationships 
come first. You 
really can’t teach 
kids much of any-
thing unless you 
form a relation-
ship with them.”

 - Peter Balas, incoming 
T.C. Williams principal

COURTESY PHOTO

Mount Vernon Community School Principal Peter Balas covered in 
ice cream after a recent school event. balas is the incoming principal 
of T.C. Williams High School.
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Closed to the public  
for two years work on 
the pool began last week
BY JAMES CULLUM 

 The demolition and recon-
struction of Warwick Pool is of-
ficially underway, and city of-
ficials are still planning to open 
the new pool and bath house to 
the public by July. The timeline 
is optimistic, and if it isn’t met, 
plans are in the works to make 
up for lost time by extending 
the season for the community 
pool past Labor Day, which is 
usually the last day of the out-
door swimming season in Al-
exandria. 
 “The pool got to the point 
where it was more cost effec-
tive to shut down the pool and 
replace it. We’re in the de-
molition process now. If the 
weather holds then we should 
have that aspect finished by 
the end of this week,” said 
Jack Browand, a division chief 
in the Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Cultural Ac-
tivities. “If we find that there 
are delays in opening the pool, 
we have discussed potentially 
adjusting the schedule in Sep-
tember.” 
 The 25-yard long, 5,500 
square foot Pool, two-story 
bathhouse and picnic area at 
3301 Landover St. opened to 
the public in 1958. It closed in 

2014 after years of neglect, and 
neighborhood children have 
been provided with free bus 
rides to the Old Town Pool for 
the last two years. The city has 
approximately 25 years left on 
its lease of the property from 
its owner, the Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary, and has op-
erated the pool since 1978.
 The Alexandria City Coun-

cil approved the $2.1 million 
renovation last May. The proj-
ect includes demolishing the 
5,500 square foot swimming 
pool, two-story bathhouse and 
42-inch kiddie pool and the 
construction of a 4,100 square 
foot swimming pool and one-
story bathhouse.  
 “A [July completion] is still 
a tight schedule if the weather 

cooperates,” said City Coun-
cilor Justin Wilson. “Clearly 
getting the pool open is great 
for the city. This pool has al-
ways been an important re-
source for this neighborhood 
for kids without access to 
pools elsewhere.”
 Bill Rivers, the chair-

Warwick Pool renovation begins in earnest

SEE WARWICK | 11

A [July comple-
tion] is still a 

tight schedule if the 
weather cooperates. 
Clearly getting the 
pool open is great for 
the city. This pool has 
always been an im-
portant resource for 
this neighborhood for 
kids without access 
to pools elsewhere.”

- Justin Wilson, City councilor
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Getting Ready for Spring ~
Abner is here to invite you for a visit to

The Alexandria Shelter on your Spring Break.
We have many wonderful dogs & cats 

looking to relocate to new homes.
Perhaps you’ve been thinking about 

adoption for a while. Spring is ideal to 
welcome a homeless pet into your world!

FOR AN ONLINE VISIT TO OUR ADOPTABLE PETS 
VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org  

OR PHONE 703-746-4774
THANK YOU

OUTFALLS           FROM | 1

2025, the city will lose all state-
level funding. 
 “As much as I hate to start 
over next year, I’ll be asking the 
governor to not let such an arbi-
trary deadline stand,” Ebbin said. 
 Sen. Scott Surovell (D-36) is 
a co-sponsor of Stuart’s bill, and 
said he believes Alexandria will 
meet the initial 2025 completion 
deadline.  
 “I find that deadlines have a 
way of bringing out creativity 
in action. I’m confident that the 
city will work hard to meet the 
deadline,” he said. “Senator Stu-
art pledged that if there is a veto 
that he will reintroduce the bill 
in the next session, a more puni-
tive bill with a stricter deadline, 
a harder deadline.”  
 The House version of the leg-
islation, H.B. 2383, also included 
the governor’s amendments, but 
is effectively dead. Even if it 
passes the House, the Senate vote 
would presumably have the same 
effect as Wednesday’s vote.  
 Before the vote, Delegate 
Mark Levine (D-45) said he 
hopes the governor will veto 
the bill. 
 “Those urging a vote against 
the amendments are, in effect, 
saying that we don’t want Al-
exandria to have any timeline 
restrictions on when they will 
have the outfalls in compliance, 
because if they don’t accept the 
amendments there will be no 
law and the governor will veto 

the bill,” Levine said. 
 Alexandria City Manager 
Mark Jinks’ capital budget pro-
posal includes $386 million to 
be spent over the next decade on 
sewer upgrades, and city taxpay-
ers are set to see a 500% increase 
in sewer-related fees by 2027.
 The four aging outfalls are 
nearly as old as the city, and 
pump millions of pounds of raw 
sewage into the Potomac River 
every year. The city’s department 
of transportation and environ-
mental services in December re-
leased its long-term control plan 
update, and said 2035 would be 
the earliest that the outfalls could 
be brought into compliance.   
 Silberberg said that the city 
will seek state funding for the 
project, just as Lynchburg and 
Richmond ($52 million and $71 
million respectively) received 
from the General Assembly for 
their outfall projects. 
 While most of the city has 
separate systems for rainfall and 
raw sewage, around 540 acres in 

Old Town is served by a single 
pipe, or combined sewer, which 
dates back to the 1800s. Nearly 
every time it rains, the single-
pipe sewer sends raw sewage 
mixed with waste and rainwater, 
an estimated 70 million gallons 
per year, into the Potomac River.
 The City sent the DEQ its Long 
Term Control Plan Update in De-
cember, initially outlining a 2040 
deadline as realistic for complet-
ing the $400 million project. 
 Alexandria Vice Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson said he was frustrat-
ed with the vote.  
 “I thought the governor’s 
amendments were a positive ap-
proach to the issue, so I am disap-
pointed they were not adopted, but 
we have been committed to deal-
ing with this process for years,” he 
said. “Either way, we have to have 
a conversation with DEQ about 
the best way to move forward.” 
 The governor’s office did not 
respond to inquiries before press 
time. 

jcullum@alextimes.com 

I find that deadlines have a way 
of bringing out creativity in 

action. I’m confident that the city will 
work hard to meet the deadline. Senator 
Stuart pledged that if there is a veto 
that he will reintroduce the bill in the 
next session, a more punitive bill with 
a stricter deadline, a harder deadline.”

- Sen. Scott Surovell (D-36)

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM 
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Karen Fitzgerald • Studio 203
Beyond the Usual 17”x 21” framed
Alexandria’s Official Visitors Guide
www.KarenFitzgeraldArt.com @karen.fitzgerald.art

Carol Talkov • Studio 303
Spring 8” x 8”

Chrysocolla, Jasper, Turquoise, Vanadinite, Marble
Hemimorphite, Green Jasper, & Pyromorphite

       www.CarolTalkov.com

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists
With more than 200 artists 
featured in the studios and 

galleries of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center, there is always new 
art (and new artists) to discover.
Come in and explore what we 

are creating today.

Working Artists • Open Studios

 The Torpedo Factory Artists
105 N. Union St; Alexandria, VA

Open 10 am - 6 pm daily and 
until 9 pm on Thursdays

Individual studio hours vary

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

#madeinalexandria

Mercy, Mercy, Mercy...
PBS cancels Mercy Street
BY JAMES CULLUM 

  Mercy Street has been 
cancelled. The second season 
finale of the Civil War-era 
drama set in Alexandria aired 
on March 5, but the show was 
cancelled by PBS just four 
days later. The show told a dra-
matically-historic story of Al-
exandria’s Mansion House, a 
luxury hotel-turned makeshift 
hospital and focused on the 
lives of slaves, former slaves, 
hospital workers and soldiers 
on both sides of the conflict. 
 Patricia Washington, CEO of 
Visit Alexandria, the city’s tour-
ism bureau, said that fans of the 
show can still see Alexandria’s 
Mercy Street-themed costume 
and artifact exhibits, events and 
a dozen separate walking tours.   
 “While we were sad to learn 
that PBS will not produce a 
third season of Mercy Street, we 
know the impact of a national 

television series extends well 
beyond the broadcast period,” 
said Patricia Washington, CEO 
of Visit Alexandria. “In fact, the 
show will make its UK debut in 
May as season 1 begins airing to 
an entirely new audience. Fans 
can continue to explore the real 
sites and stories that inspired the 
show through our city’s amaz-
ing offerings of spring tours, 
special events and exhibits.”
 Visit Alexandria partnered 
with the Office of Historic 
Alexandria, PBS and the Vir-
ginia Tourism Corporation 
for content and grant fund-
ing. Visit Alexandria found 
that Mercy Street and the as-
sociated programs and events 
resulted in a  266 percent in-
crease in Alexandria Visitor 
Guide requests, an 849 percent 
increase in Key to the City 
museum pass redemptions at 
Alexandria’s historic sites, a 
113 percent increase in visi-

tation to Carlyle House and a 
115 percent increase in visita-
tion to the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum. 
 “The show has definitely 
led to an awareness of Alex-
andria history,” said Dan Lee, 
a research historian with the 
Office of Historic Alexandria. 
“Up until the show started, of-
ten times Civil War history was 
confined to Fort Ward, and the 
show brought a renewed interest 
in Old Town Civil War history.” 
 Andy Edwards, the presi-
dent of the Virginia Film Of-
fice and vice president of the 
Virginia Tourism Bureau, said 
that Visit Alexandria made 
Mercy Street its own. 
 “Their imagination, mar-
keting prowess and commit-
ment brought forth a fully 
immersive experience that is 
now immediately associated 
with the show for many fans,” 
Edwards said in a statement. 

“Film tourism is a rapidly 
growing field, and Visit Al-
exandria provides a model for 
success that we share with cli-
ents throughout the state.”
 The show also provided a 
great opportunity for Audrey 
Davis of the Alexandria Black 
History Museum, who was 
contacted by the show’s pro-
ducers three years ago. Davis 
provided context and historic 
photos at first, was later asked 
to read scripts for accuracy and 
was an on-set advisor for the 
second season. 
 “The city was in the midst 

of a humanitarian crisis at the 
time,” Davis said. “In May of 
1861, thousands of people came 
into the city seeking food and 
shelter, people trying to look for 
their slaves and get them home.” 
 The show was filmed in 
Richmond, Historic Olde 
Towne Petersburg, Berkeley 
Plantation in Charles City and 
Tuckahoe Plantation on Mary-
land’s eastern shore. 
 Davis, who donated her 
earnings to the Alexandria 
Black History Museum, said 
that the dramatic elements may 
have stretched historical ac-
curacy. She also said that the 
museum has seen a 30 percent 
increase in visitation since the 
show premiered last year. 
 “They took liberties with 
the romance between Man-
sion House nurse Emma Green 
[Hannah James] and Frank 
Stringfellow [Jack Falahee], 
but they really worked hard 
to give you a feeling of what 
living in Alexandria was like 
during the Civil War,” she said.  
 jcullum@alextimes.com 
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“ A good day for T.C. Williams’  music programs”
T.C. Choir, band,
orchestra and jazz bands
win big at Fiesta-Val  
BY JENNIFER POWELL 

 If being selected to sing for 
U.S. presidents at national mu-
seum dedication ceremonies 
on live TV wasn’t already vali-
dation of excellence, then 20-
plus awards at the prestigious 
Fiesta-Val Music Festival com-
petition in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
might just ice the cake.
 Such is the success of the 
T.C. Williams choral program.
 Mr. Theodore Thorpe III, 
Director of Choral Activities 
for T.C. Williams High School, 
knows the challenges of har-
nessing all the raw talent of 
large student groups to focus on 
achieving a single goal. It has 
been Thorpe’s life work for the 
last seven years to conduct his 
diverse groups of students into 
achieving the highest levels of 
musical excellence.
 The success of the T.C. 
choirs and the impressive 
performing opportunities 
the program affords students 
come down to old-fashioned 
hard work. Thorpe demands 
dedication to practice times, 
challenges his students to con-
tinually better themselves vo-
cally and to work together for 
a common goal.
 As sophomore Leila Ras-
mussen shares, “The Myrtle 
Beach trip last year was great 
as a freshman, but this year as 
a sophomore it was unforget-
table. Under the awesome di-
rection of Mr. Thorpe, I have 
advanced my voice and feel 
a lot more comfortable in the 
choir. The energy that he gives 
off through teaching is like 
nothing else. When he’s in 
competition mode, everyone 
is in competition mode. But 
when he’s laughing and having 
fun, it’s always a blast. Having 
Mr. Thorpe as a director guar-
antees hard work paying off, 
success and fun.” 
 To further elevate the choir’s 
performance at Fiesta-Val, 
Thorpe held a mini clinic for 

his students at a local festival 
where college professors were 
some of the adjudicators. One 
of the professors came right up 
on stage with the T.C. choir and 
“pretty much said she was going 
to be nitpicking because she lik-
ened us to a Ferrarri, where she 
just wanted to play and she just 
wanted to test drive it,” Thorpe 
said. “She gave us a few sug-
gestions to play around with to 
make a superior rating even bet-
ter. So we implemented that a 
week before we went.”
 Despite his adherence to 
discipline and excellence, no 
year and no competition occurs 
without its own challenges. 
 “Certainly we graduated 
a number of seniors last year. 
Many of our soprano ones are 
sophomores and so they have 
to get acclimated and devel-
op their sound,” Thorpe ex-
plained. “When we lose a stu-
dent who cannot go on the trip 
for whatever reason, we always 
have to make an adjustment. 
... [this competion’s challenge 
was] not having a space to re-
hearse prior to performing. So 
we had to be creative and hold 
sectional rehearsals in my suite 
in 20-minute increments. So 
that is how we got around that.”
 All the preparation paid 
off. For the second year in a 
row the public high school 
choir won Fiesta-Val’s Grand 
Champion Overall at the mu-
sic festival for all categories. 
 For the second year in a row, 
Thorpe won the most specific 
“Distinguished Award for the 
Conductor who Contributes to 
Musical Excellence.”
 Fittingly, the Distinguished 
Educator award is based on 
the students’ performances. 
The award is achieved when 
two or more ensembles per-
forming have a combina-
tion of superior scores that 
together equal the highest. 
The Colore Dolce Choir 
received a high score of 
99 out of 100 and The Ad-
vanced Choir received 96 
out of 100. The T.C. Wil-

T.C. WILLIAM’S MUSIC DEPARTMENTFIESTA-VAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017 REPORT CARDColore Dolce (Women’s Choir)  Superior RatingColore Dolce (Women’s Choir)  First PlaceAdvanced Choir (Mixed Choir)  Superior RatingAdvanced Choir (Mixed Choir)  First PlaceColore Dolce (Women’s Choir)  Division ChampionTC Choirs (Mixed/Women)  Grand Champion OverallWind Ensemble  Superior RatingSymphonic Band  Superior RatingJazz Band  Superior RatingWind Ensemble  First PlaceSymphonic Band  First PlaceJazz Band  Second PlaceWind Ensemble  Division ChampionTC Bands (Wind/Symphonic)  Grand Champion OverallOrchestra  Superior RatingOrchestra  First PlaceOrchestra  Division ChampionNote: A number of students and sections received individual awards as 
well. Thank you to all of our parent chaperones and faculty chaperones 
for your extraordinary dedication to our students. Please congratulate our 
students when you see them for their commitment to excellence.

PHOTOS/JEFF MCEVOY

Mr. Theodore Thorpe III (top) knows when it is time for his choir 
teams to focus on the competion-at-hand and when to enjoy a job 
well done. T.C. Williams music department students (above) pause 
for a group photo in S.C. after racking up multiple wins at this year’s    

                                      Fiesta-Val Music Competition.

liams High School Choir had 
the highest combined score.
 But the choirs weren’t the 
only ones going home happy. 
The T.C. Williams Wind En-
semble, Symphonic Band, 
Jazz Band and Orchestra all 
received a Superior Rating. 
Wind Ensemble and Orchestra 
both won Division Champion 
awards, while the T.C. Bands 
(Wind/Symphonic) went on to 
win Grand Champion Overall.
 Carlos Gonzalez and Doug 
Rogers, Directors of T.C. Wil-
liams Bands effuse, “We’re very 
proud of all the band students 
for their dedication, persever-
ance, and commitment to excel-
lence. They earned these awards 
not only due to their musical 
talent, but also their ability to re-
flect, self-critique, and continue 
to improve in the areas of tone, 
technique, musicality, etc. This 
faith in the long-term process 
that is inherent to the arts helps 
prepare our young musicians 
for future endeavors once they 
leave our schools. That’s why 
we do what we do.”
 After all that winning, the 
mood of the ride back to Al-
exandria turned into that of a 
party bus.
 “Yes the bus was very en-
thusiastic about the win because 
of how hard they worked with 
all the time and dedication,” 
Thorpe said. “The most fulfill-
ing thing is watching 48 stu-
dents come together to focus on 
achieving a single goal. Watch-
ing them peak on stage was par-
ticularly exhilarating to see how 
much they’ve grown musically 
since September.
 “The celebration was capped 
off with a private boat ride with 
a disc jockey,” he said. “The stu-
dents danced and partied to their 
hearts’ content with laughter 
and joy. This week we are tak-
ing it easy because the students 
and myself are mentally and 
physically exhausted from the 
trip. After Spring break, we will 
resume our schedule working 
toward our Spring Concert on 
Thursday, June 1.”
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Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

* Controlled   
 access     
 buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

* Balcony  
   (Select Units)

* Office Hours:  
   Monday –    
   Friday 
   9AM to 5PM  
   and Saturday     
  10AM – 2PM

* 301-630-9500 
   Call for Rental  
   Information

Casual Elegant High Rise 
Apartment Living

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms - $1130.00 - $1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Remington Place Apts 2 3.6.17

WARWICK           FROM | 7

man of Advocates for Alexan-
dria Aquatics, said he will be 
pleasantly surprised if the pool 
opens according to schedule.  
 “Starting construction in 
March seems like a very nar-
row timeframe to get it done by 
the summer,” he said. “Being a 
little more skeptical, it could be 
done by August at least... The 
new pool will have some swim-
ming lanes, a walk-in ramp 
and, while it won’t be able to 
host swimming competitions, 
we’re very happy that the proj-
ect has started.” 
 That sentiment is seconded 
by the Warwick Village Citi-
zens Association. Tom Wil-
liamson, President of the as-
sociation, states, “We’re very 
happy about it. The neighbor-
hood overwhelmingly supports 
the pools reopening, and we 
have been communicating that 
to the city council, and despite 
tough financial times they ap-

proved the project,” he said. 
“It’s an aggressive timeline 
to open this summer. I’m not 
holding my breath, and even if 
it opens next year I’ll still be 
happy.” 

THE RIXSE POOL 
AT CHINQUAPIN 
 In December, Alexandria 
City Manager Mark Jinks 
put a hold on the $4.5 million 
previously approved plan to 
update the Chinquapin Rec-
reation Center with the con-
struction of an Olympic-size 
swimming pool. 
 Advocates for Alexandria 
Aquatics, which last year 
signed a formal partnership 
with the city to coordinate 
public-private efforts to im-
prove the city’s aquatics facil-
ities, recently commissioned a 
survey showing that city resi-
dents favor construction of the 
Chinquapin pool. The survey, 
conducted by Hudson Pacific 
and based on results of ques-

tions to 300 Alexandria adults, 
showed that 60 percent support 
the construction of the pool 
and city investment of $20 mil-
lion. 
 “This survey demonstrates 
that Alexandria strongly sup-
ports our local leaders com-
mitting to the construction of a 
new pool at Chinquapin,” said 

Carolyn Griglione, a member of 
the AAA Board of Directors. “I 
know there are many competing 
priorities in the upcoming bud-
get but a new pool at Chinqua-
pin is an investment in a healthy 
and safe future. Approximately 
7,500 children in Alexandria 
do not know how to swim, and 
we need to ensure that our com-

munity affords everyone an op-
portunity to learn a skill that can 
save their life.”
 Alexandria is also home 
to the Memorial Pool at the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center at 901 Wythe Street 
and the Old Town Pool at 1690 
Cameron Street.

jcullum@alextimes.com

This survey demonstrates 
that Alexandria strongly sup-

ports our local leaders committing 
to the construction of a new pool 
at Chinquapin. ... an investment in 
a healthy and safe future. Approxi-
mately 7,500 children in Alexandria 
do not know how to swim, and we 
need to ensure that our community 
affords everyone an opportunity to 
learn a skill that can save their life.”
- Carolyn Griglione, Member, AAA Board of Directors.

COURTESY PHOTO
Bryon Dorr breaks down the back deck roll during 
a Potomac River Outfitters Exploring Elements 
lesson  at Chinquapin Rec Center.

COURTESY PHOTO
Bryon Dorr breaks down the back deck roll during 
a Potomac River Outfitters Exploring Elements 
lesson  at Chinquapin Rec Center.



12 | APRIL 6, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Brightview.

   Bright Life!

Open 
House

Saturday, 
April 22
12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

Call Mark or Joanna to schedule 
your personal visit.
703.854.9460

3450 Gallows Road 
Annandale, VA 22003
www.BrightviewWoodburn.com

Discover exceptional senior living  

for Mom and Dad

• Respectful, customized care

• Cultural and social events

• Experienced associates

• Luxury amenities

• Gourmet meals

• Specialized dementia  

care neighborhood

BY JAMES CULLUM 

 Alexandria pianist Carola 
Czernik and her cellist sister 
Brigitta Grunther have spent 
30 years of their lives play-
ing church services for the 
inmates at Alexandria’s Adult 

Detention Center. 
 “The prisoners are wonder-
ful at singing hymns with us,” 
Grunther said. “They inspire 
us with their attentiveness and 
participation. Religion really 
changes some of their lives.” 

 The sisters, along with hun-
dreds of other volunteers, were 
honored for their efforts and 
presented with pins by the Alex-
andria City Council on Monday 
at Market Square. It is estimated 
that, since last summer, about 

City Honors Alexandria’s Volunteers

2,000 people have volunteered 
in Alexandria and provided more 
than 34,000 hours of service. The 
thank you ceremony itself was 
organized by volunteers.  
 Alexandria Mayor Allison 
Silberberg said that her mother 
was an avid volunteer, and that 
the effect of giving is impor-
tant for Alexandria. 
 “You are making a huge 
difference in our community, 
and really in our region and, of 
course, in our country as a re-
sult,” she said. “You never know, 
really, for sure the change that 
you can create, because some 
time you’re tutoring a child af-
ter school, or you’re helping a 
library or you’re helping with 
domestic violence [programs] 
or any number of things at the 
parks, and on and on.”
 Laura Fries and her husband 
Brian Schutzius have volun-
teered with the Miracle League 
of Alexandria, a synthetic turf 
baseball diamond for children 
with special needs. The couple 
was looking in vain for such a 
facility for their son Jack, who 
has since passed away. 
 “We felt that it was impor-
tant to give to the special needs 
community,” Fries said. “We’re 
always looking for volunteers. 
We call them ‘Angels in the 
Outfield’ for helping kids run 
bases, run the scoreboard or 
just be cheerleaders.” 
 The volunteers honored 
were from the following or-
ganizations: The Alexandria 
Adult Day Services Center, 

Alexandria Campaign on Ado-
lescent Pregnancy, Alexandria 
Community Services Board, 
Alexandria Fire Department, 
Alexandria Library, Alexandria 
Medical Reserve Corps, Alex-
andria Mentoring Partnership, 
Alexandria Police Department, 
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office, 
Board or Commission or Com-
mittee, DCHS Holiday Sharing, 
Department of Transportation 
and Environmental Services 
Stormwater Management Divi-
sion, Domestic Violence Pro-
gram, Fund for Alexandria’s 
Child, Office of Historic Alex-
andria, Parker Gray Job Coach-
es, PARKnerships, Partnership 
for a Healthier Alexandria Rec-
reation, Parks and Cultural Ac-
tivities, Sexual Assault Center, 
Space of Her Own/Space of His 
Own, Substance Abuse Preven-
tion Coalition of Alexandria and 
the Omega Psi Phi fraternity. 
 Omega Psi Phi conducts toy 
drives during the holiday sea-
son, mentors black youths and 
provides scholarships. 
 “Service is one of the key 
components of our fraternity,” 
said Marcus Gaines. “It’s al-
ways been a responsibility of 
ours to not forget where we 
came from, and reach back and 
help pull people up.” 
 Alexandria City Manager 
Mark Jinks said that the dollar 
value of all this volunteerism 
is north of $1 million. 
 “You help our community 
thrive,” Jinks told the volunteers. 

jcullum@alextimes.com 

PHOTO BY JAMES CULLUM 

Bonnie Petri (left) of Tree Stewards of Arlington and Laura Fries of 
the Miracle League of Alexandria give high-fives to cheerleaders as 
they approach the stage at Market Square to receive congratulatory 
pins from the City Council, April 3, 2017.
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A R L I N G T O N

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4!
NEW! TWO SPECTACULAR 5 BED, 4.5 BATHS, OPEN FLOORPLAN 
HOMES, STEPS TO EFC METRO AND WESTOVER SHOPS AND 
RESTAURANTS, WITH GREAT REAR YARDS.

Sales by Washington Fine Properties | 703.615.1897 | madisonhomesinc.com

6231  WASHINGTON BLVD

$ 1 , 5 3 5 , 0 0 0

MadisonHomes-AlexandriaTimes-ClassifiedAd-3.6x3.4-040617-1.indd   1 4/3/17   3:07 PM

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

G. Spinelli 
Spring Trunk Show

Store Location: 106 North 
Saint Asaph St., Alexandria, VA
Hours: Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm • 

Sunday 12pm - 5pm

One-of-a-kind jewelry crafted from 
gemstones and antique accents.

Friday, April 7th from noon until 
8:00 pm, with wine and light snacks

Saturday, April 8th from 10:00 am 
until 7:00pm

www.tsaltstyle.com

Necklaces starting at $145.00

Free gift with purchase over $100.00

BALAS                FROM | 6

ard campus, followed by three 
years as an academy principal at 
T.C. and a two-year stint as the 
executive associate principal for 
curriculum and instruction. 
 ACPS Superintendent Dr 
Alvin Crawley announced  
Balas’ hiring last week. 
 “We are delighted to see 
such a proven inspirational and 
motivational leader like Peter 
lead T.C. Williams,” Crawley 
said in a statement. “He brings 
many years of experience as a 
classroom teacher and adminis-
trator at the secondary level to 
the role as well as a genuine un-
derstanding of the community. 
We are confident that he will 
be an asset to T.C. Williams for 
many years to come.” 
 Balas’ accomplishments at 
MVCS include developing the 
school’s Spanish dual language 
arts curriculum, instituting a 
uniform policy and transition-
ing the school from a year-round 
format back to the traditional 
ACPS school calendar. The 
school, which is just over capac-
ity at 890 students, has increased 
by approximately 200 students 
over the past five years. Last 

year, the school met its state ac-
creditation in all subject catego-
ries except science, and over the 
last five years, has seen 15-point 
jumps in English Standards of 
Learning academic indicators 
and 23 points in mathematics. 
 Summer Jones, the current 
MVCS PTA president, was ef-
fusive when talking about Balas. 
 “Pete has just a charisma 
about him,” Jones said. “He is 
both a visionary leader in that 
he understands the complexity 
of educational curriculum and 
human resources. He’s also in-
credibly approachable, funny 
and he genuinely cares about 
people. I was in the auditorium 
when he made the announce-
ment to the school that he was 

taking the job at T.C. You could 
see how deeply everyone in the 
school cares for him. It was a 
very bittersweet moment.” 
 Nearing capacity at 3,760 
students and 423 staffers, T.C. 
Williams is four times the size 
of MVCS. Balas said that he is 
no stranger to the complexi-
ties of the largest public high 
school in the commonwealth. 
 “I do need to connect with 
3,800 kids, and I have to find 
a way to do that in their class-
rooms, through events in the 
day and night,” he said. “There’s 
a feeling, an energy around that 
school. You feel proud when you 
tell people that you’re a Titan, 
and I couldn’t be prouder.” 

jcullum@alextimes.com 

Pete has just a charisma about him.  
He is both a visionary leader in that  

he understands the complexity of education 
and curriculum and human resources.  
He’s also incredibly approachable, funny  and 
he genuinely cares about people. When he 
made the announcement to the school that 
he was taking the job at T.C., you could 
see how deeply everyone in the school 
cares for him.” 

 - Summer Jones, 2016-17 MCVS PTA president
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Welcomes You 

GOOD FRIDAY ~ FRIDAY, APRIL 14

PALM SUNDAY~ SUNDAY, APRIL 9

7:30 a.m.  Proper Liturgy for Good Friday

Services at 7:45 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m.
8:45 a.m.  Procession from Market Square

12:00-1:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, joint service at Christ Church
5:30 p.m.  Family Service  •  7:30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross

  HOLY SATURDAY ~ SATURDAY, APRIL 15
    12:00 p.m.  Holy Saturday Service in the Chapel

      7:30 p.m.  �e Great Vigil of Easter

                     EASTER SUNDAY ~ SUNDAY, APRIL 16
                       6:30 a.m.  Sunrise Service at St. Paul’s Cemetery

                 7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music
        9:00 a.m.  Family Service with Holy Eucharist, 

 

          Children’s Choir, and Brass
      11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Choir and Brass

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

Palm Sunday (April 9, 8:30 a m and 10 a m)

M aundy Thursday meals (April 13, sign up online)

Good Friday tenebr ae service (April 14, 7:00 pm)

Easter Sunday (April 16, 8:30 a m and 10 a m)

JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:
Ascension Day service (M ay 25, 7:00 pm)
for more information: 703-535-6815 or

or admin@ctk alexandria.org

JOIN US FOR

Holy Week:

 

Hotel Package
includes 1 room 

(1 night) and
Easter Sunday 

Champagne 
Brunch for 2 
at $169.00

Holiday Inn 
Alexandria at Carlyle

Easter Sunday 
 Champagne Brunch

For reservation call  

571-366-7600
Adults $32.95 per person

Children (under 12)
$14.95 per person

IN ALEXANDRIA

CELEBRATE

ARISE MY LOVE
A RESURRECTION CELEBRATION

Presents A Concert Series:

Immanuel Bible Church 
Concert Info Line 703-813-2316

Join us for Easter Sunday Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11am

 Tickets Are Available Online at www.ibc.church/concerts
April 13-15: Thursday Friday & Saturday before Easter Sunday

ARISE MY LOVE
A RESURRECTION CELEBRATION

Grace Episcopal  
Church

3601 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22305 

703-549-1980 • www.gracealex.org

Holy Week Services
April 9, Palm Sunday, 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:15 AM
 and 5:00  PM

April 16, Easter Sunday, 
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:15 AM

 and 5:00  PM

 8:00 PM

 

April 15, The Great Vigil, 

  6:30 AM, 12:00 PM,
 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM

April 14, Good Friday, 
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

 Treat yourself  
to lunch  

or dinner 
at Fontaine Caffe.

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

     T R E A T S
FOR YOU AT THE 

OUR FAMOUS MILK CHOCOLATE & WHITE CHOCOLATE BASKETS
HANDMADE MILK, DARK & WHITE CHOCOLATE EASTER BUNNY
MILK CHOCOLATE & WHITE CHOCOLATE EGGS
HAND DECORATED BUNNY & EGG COOKIES
CLASSIC CARROT CAKE • COCONUT CREAM CAKE

THE EASTER BUNNY HAS

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CAFE

    
   S

ERVES    S
ERVES 

”
 ROUND

”
 ROUND

Hop In and Order Today!

703-578-4144
www.alexandriapastry.com Follow Us

‘Tis our Spring Season!

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com
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600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria, VA 

The Little Theatre of Alexandria has been a part of the  
Northern Virginia community for more than 80 years. 

LTA’s Summer Camp program  
(now in its ninth year)

is an educational program that offers a huge variety of camps 
for children ages three to 13 (pre-school - 8th grade).    

Preschool camp begins May 31  
Grades K – 8th begin June 26 through August 25  

            Extended Care available (8:00 – 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 – 6:00 p.m.) 
Payment Plans are available through May 26! 

 
29 camps  13 weeks -

       We have something for everyone!
  AGES: 3 – 5 

                           DramaTots  DramaTots/Music & Movement  

GRADES: K – 2nd  
Performer’s Playground  The Play’s the Thing  Little Stars 
Little Stars Musical Theater  Musical Stories  Playmakers 

Filmmakers  Frozen Camp 

GRADES: 3rd – 5th
Performer’s Playground  Singing for Musical Theater

Scripts on Stage  Dr. Seuss World  Film Favorites  Who Dunnit?
Heroes and Villains  On Broadway: Musical Theater  Frozen Camp 

GRADES: 6th – 8th 
Performer’s Playground  Scripts on Stage  Mythological Madness 

Rising Stars  Musical Theater  Death by Shakespeare 
Triple Threat Musical Theater  On Broadway: Musical Theater

Act Out the Song  Singing for Musical Theatre 

Please visit www.thelittletheatre.com and click on Education to 
see the schedule with camp descriptions, teacher bios and registration 

information. Questions: call Virginia Lacey (703-683-5778, ext. 2)

SUMMER CAMPSSUMMER CAMPS

Highlights 

include: 

DramaTots

6th – 8th

Improv

6th – 8th

Little 
Stars

Little 
Stars

3rd – 5th

    JOIN US SATURDAY, APRIL 29    LTA SUMMER CAMP SAMPLER FAIR      
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Come and see our beautiful Old Town theater! 

Theatrical Games & Activities  Puppet Making & Puppet Show  Improvisation  Singing & Movement 
Meet the Instructors  Face Painting & Balloon Animals  Prizes
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SPORTS
Baseball is back
 April brings flowering trees, 
daffodils, rain showers, warm 
breezes and … baseball. Alex-
andrians welcomed the launch 
of our city Little League season 
last weekend and Monday saw 
the Washington Nationals play 
their first game of 2017 at home 
against the Miami Marlins.
 While the Alexandria Little 
League’s opening day ceremony 
was cancelled Saturday because 
of wet fields and lingering rain, 
the players’ spirits were not 
dampened as they took the field 
Sunday. Players, coaches and par-

ents look forward to a full season 
at Alexandria’s various baseball 
diamonds, including newly reno-
vated Little Simpson field.
 Meanwhile, across the Po-
tomac River, the Nationals won 
their first game of the season, 
4-2, behind a seventh-inning, 
pinch-hit home run by Adam 
Lind. Nats slugger Bryce Harp-
er also hit a mammoth homer. 
Stephen Strasburg gained his 
first win of the season and 
new Nats closer Blake Treinen 
racked up his first 2017 save.

- Denise Dunbar

Excellence and Affordability in Healthcare

HEALTHSimplicity

Need affordable healthcare?

Simplicity Health, a new group of primary care clinics, provides excellent, affordable 
healthcare at $10 per week*. 

These clinics are ideal for working adults who may not currently receive regular primary 
care because they do not qualify for Medicaid, do not get health insurance through work, 
or have insurance with prohibitively high copays and deductibles. 

Three, convenient locations in Alexandria, Annandale and Sterling that provide ongoing 
primary care, prevention and disease management for chronic illnesses like diabetes, 
hypertension and heart disease. 

* 4-week minimum subscription required.

To start receiving healthcare today call 571.665.6590. 

Nationals photos by Denise Dunbar
Alexandria Little League photos by Louise Krafft
Alexandria Little League officially opened the 2017 season last Satur-
day, April 1, for what seemed like a cruel April Fool’s day when the open-
ing day ceremony and nearly all Saturday games were cancelled due to  
sloppy field conditions from the heavy rains on Friday. Thankfully, many 
of the 494 kids registered to play ball this season got their chance to 
play their make up games on Sunday. 

1. Fans line up to get into Nationals Park on opening day. 
2. Bryce Harper shows why he is a fan and manager favorite. 
3. Logo Capital pitcher Jack Briscoe warms up on the mound.
4. Cooper Jones watches his game from the team dugout on Sunday.
5. Logo Capital player Max Stackhouse steals home. 

1

2 3

4 5
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www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

 Bruce Russell Pray of Lou-
isburg, N.C. passed away on 
March 31, 2017 after a valiant 
fight with throat cancer. He 
is survived by his wife, Car-
ol Lynn Pray; his daughters, 
Shannon LaBay and Jessica 
Pray and his grandchildren 
Elijah and Abigail LaBay. He 
is also survived by his broth-
ers Ricky Pray and David Gi-
rard. He is preceded in death 
by his parents Vernon Pray 
and Virginia Girard.
 An obituary is nothing 
more than a checklist of what 
Bruce did, where he lived 
and who he loved. An obitu-
ary could never come close to 
knowing the man that he was 
because he was something 
different to each of us.
 There are not enough words 
to tell anyone that did not know 
him what a kind, loving, hard-
headed man that he was. He 
gave of himself to everyone 
who ever touched his life. He 
dedicated his entire life to help-
ing others. He started on his 
Grandfather’s farm in Platts-
burg, N.Y. then entered the 
United States Air Force. He 
then became a police officer 
with the City of Alexandria.  
He retired as a sergeant after 
20 years of service, but he re-
mained a cop until the day he 
died.  He continued on the path 
of service to others until his 

death, lastly working for Allied 
Universal at Reichhold, Inc.
 Those of us who have 
been lucky enough to love 
him and to be loved by him 
will never be the same with-
out him. Our hearts will re-
main forever broken. He was 
a huge presence that will be 
eternally missed.  His deep, 
booming voice is silenced. 
His sparkling eyes, dulled, his 
crooked smile forever gone, 
but his memory will live on as 
strong as he was in life.
 At Bruce’s request, there 
will be no viewing or funeral. 
Instead, we ask everyone that 
knew him and loved him to 
honor him in a way that would 
make him so happy. Light up 
your grill, throw some ham-
burgers on the grill, pop open 
an Icehouse and toast him. 
Share a story or two that you 
have of Bruce with each other 
and laugh. He doesn’t want us 
to grieve for too long because 
he said that life is too short to 
be filled with sorrow and sad-
ness.
 To you my beloved hus-
band and my very best friend, 
I’m gonna love you all the 
way.
 The family is being cared 
for by Lancaster Funeral and 
Cremation Services.  Online 
Condolences may be made to 
www.lancasterfcs.com.

Bruce Russell Pray
OBITUARY

OBITUARY POLICIES All obituaries in the Times are charged 
through the funeral home on a per-word basis comparable to the 
space rate offered to nonprofit advertisers. Deadlines are the 
Monday prior to the issue date. Call 703.739.0001 for details.

Advertise in the 4/20 Alexandria Times issue

Contact sales@alextimes.com or 703.739.0001



BY KIM GILLIAM

 It’s no secret that Alexandri-
ans love their pets. This adoration 
continues to reach new heights 
with our city serving 
as home to an ever-
growing number of 
pet businesses and 
services. As such, 
Mayor Allison Silber-
berg and the Alexan-
dria city council will 
be proclaiming April 
23 as Alexandria Love 
Your Pet Day. Local 
businesses will host 
a block party in the West End to 
celebrate this announcement. Free 
for all attendees, this event will be 
pet and family-friendly, featuring 

more than 40 organizations, as 
well as food trucks, children’s en-
tertainment, and interactive dem-
onstrations.

   The city of Alex-
andria mirrors the 
growing love of pets 
across our great na-
tion, where the num-
ber of pets continues 
to climb — estimated 
to top 187 million 
by 2021. The United 
States is home to 
more than 75 million 
pet dogs — more than 

in any other country in the world. 
Sixty-five percent of U.S. house-
holds own pets, a number that con-
tinues to increase year-after-year, 

Alexandria Love Your Pet Day 
is right around the corner

 WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM   
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HOMES
SPOILER ALERT = NOT GREAT
‘Ghost in the Shell’ is visually 
appealing but shallow 
entertainment.

A UNIQUE MUSICAL COMEDY
Infinity theatre hosts premiere of 
‘Revolutionary Gentleman’, based 
on the life of Benedict Arnold.

24ARTSARTS 2222 CALENDAR
HEADS UP AND HEAD OUT
Dodge April showers to check out 
events throughout Alexandria.

23
THE HEART OF THE HOME
Kitchen islands can be both function-
al and beautiful.

APRIL 6, 2017  

Kim Gilliam

which equates to approximately 
44,000 homes in Alexandria.
 Would you believe that there 
are a fourth as many dogs as 
people in Alexandria?  Take a 
walk down the streets of Del 
Ray or Old Town on a nice day 
and you will see lots of wagging 
tails and water bowls (or even 
free treats) set out in front of 
numerous businesses. It should 
therefore come as no surprise 
that Alexandria is ranked as 
one of the most dog-friendly 
towns on the East Coast accord-
ing to DogFriendly.com. The 
City boasts 18 off-leash public 
dog parks and offers more than 

Get ready for a day of frolicking fun at the first Alexandria Love 
Your Pet Day celebration. SEE PETS | 21

PE TS



TAILS HIGH rescues abandoned/ 
homeless cats & kittens and  
prepares them for adoption into  
permanent loving homes.

Special needs cats considered. 
Please visit us at www.tailshigh.org 
for adoption dates & locations.
We are an all volunteer run, foster home-based 
501(c)(3) organization.

A Cat Rescue and Adoption  
Organization

Contact Us: 703-819-5240 | meow@tailshigh.org

 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

• Truly homelike boarding suites:  
 no cages or cold floors
• Large Indoor/Outdoor  
 daycare space
• Healthy food, treats and  
 supplements
• Fun/Agility Room to break up  
 your pup’s stay
• Grooming with organic shampoo,  
 mud baths and all natural  
 grooming supplies

My Investigation is Complete, 
WHOLE DOGZ is the  

Best Spot for Your dog! 

PE TS ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  APRIL 6, 2017  21

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

PETS                 FROM | 20

2,000 pet-friendly rooms in 
extended-stay properties and 
hotels. Pets can also roam the 
halls of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center and visit numerous 
stores along King Street. 
 Come celebrate your love of 
pets at the first Alexandria Love 
Your Pet Day Block Party on 
April 23 between 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m. The kick-off event will 
be held in the Wholistic Hound 
Academy parking lot at 18 Roth 
St. — parking is available in the 
Bishop Ireton lower lot directly 
across Duke Street — and will 
be hosted by local celebrity vet 

Dr. Katy Nelson, and Mayor Sil-
berberg will make the official 
proclamation.  This will be fol-
lowed by a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony opening up onto the block 
party route, which will head 
down the two blocks of Colvin 
Street to South Quaker Lane and 
back. Everyone is invited and 
leashed pets are welcome.  
 Delight in the delicious 
food offerings, get your face 
painted, adopt a balloon ani-
mal, learn from local vendors 
and non-profits, enjoy various 
demonstrations and activities 
such as freestyle dog dancing, 
nail trimming seminars, pet 

nose-to-tail assessments and 
treat taste tests. At each stop, 
attendees can earn a stamp on 
their event maps. The first 100 
completed maps turned in will 
receive a gift bag full of good-
ies from participating busi-
nesses. This promises to be 
a lively community event – I 
hope to see you there.  
 Find more information and 
RSVP via the event page on 
Facebook: facebook.com/alex-
andrialoveyourpetday/.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.

Alexandrians love their pets. 
Advertise your business or service  

for pets in the paper.
Contact us at sales@alextimes.com  
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Musical premiere shines 
new light on Benedict 
Arnold and the American 
Revolution
TIMES STAFF

 The premiere of the con-
temporary musical comedy 
Revolutionary Gentleman, 
based on the life of Benedict 
Arnold, will be held at Infin-
ity Theatre April 13-15.
 “He was kind of a romantic 
wannabe,” composer Steven W. 
Rodgers says of the infamous 
aide to Gen. George Washing-
ton whose name has become 
synonymous with betrayal.
 “Ben fell in love with 
the beautiful Betsy Dubois 
(played by Anna Maria Shock-
ey). He wrote her a very sweet 
love letter. She turned him 
down, but later, when he fell 
in love with Peggy, his second 
wife, (Laura Whittenberger) 
he just crossed out 
the name ‘Betsy,’ 
wrote in ‘Peggy’ 
and gave her the 
letter instead. ‘Ok, 
then … dear Peg-
gy, I guess…Your 
heavenly charms 
have lighted that, 
uh, you know… 
i n e x t i n g u i s h -
able flame in my 
heart…’ ”
 Adds co-lyri-
cist Carolyn Tra-
cy, “Benedict Ar-
nold was a good 
man, best friend of George 
Washington, some even say 
he was the greatest general 
of the Revolution — of either 
side.
 “Unfortunately, Peggy hap-
pened to be from a very loyal-
ist family. She had had an affair 
with a handsome young English 
major, John Andre (Cameron 

Lee Conlan) — a 
guy who wrote po-
etry, painted land-
scapes and portraits 
— and when the 
Americans drove 
the English out of 
the city, Ben mar-
ried Peggy. Many 
believe that Peggy’s 
close ties to John 
and to the King, 
[were] behind Ben’s 
defection. She was 
the classic femme 
fatale.” 

 Elizabeth Colandene, who 
plays Ben’s English nurse in 
1801 London, says of the musi-
cal, “It’s the movie “Delovely” 
meets “1776” with rock, folk, 
and jazz music all mixed in. It 
details Benedict Arnold’s life 
— much in the style of Ham-
ilton. But Benedict is high-
lighted as a troubled anti-hero. 

He wants what is good, but is 
caught up in a lost dream.”
 Peter Quentin Smith stars 
as Benedict Arnold. Rogers se-
lected the New York stage and 
screen star after a nationwide 
search of more than 275 ap-
plicants. The musical also stars 
Mike Baker, Jr., as Ben’s nem-
esis—the peevish, sniveling 
President of the Council, and 
Jackie Madejski as his sassy, 
incorrigible sidekick. Cristina 
Cayere choreographs. Aarron 
Loggins will be interpreting 
the musical all three nights in 
its entirety, in American Sign 
Language.

 Revolutionary Gentleman 
is playing April 13-15 at  

7:30 p.m. at Lee Center, 1108 
Jefferson St. Parking is free. 

Tickets may be purchased 
in cash at the door or online 

at www.InfinityStage.com.

A revolutionary
gentleman first

Visually appealing
‘Ghost in the Shell’
is really forgettable
BY RICHARD ROEPER

  Just about every scene in 
“Ghost in the Shell” (rated PG-
13) is a visual wonder to behold 
— and you’ll have ample time to 
soak in all that background eye 
candy, because the plot machina-
tions and the action in the fore-
ground are largely of the ho-hum 
retread variety. 
 This is the kind of movie 
where the villain tells the hero-
ine, “We are the same,” and of 
course the heroine says they’re 
not alike, not at all. How many 
times have you heard that par-
ticular bit of repartee? 
 To be sure, director Rupert 
Sanders (“Snow White and the 
Huntsman”) delivers a beau-
tiful film, from the “Blade 
Runner”-esque overhead shots 
of an unnamed Asian city of 
the future, to the colorfully 
appointed characters lurking 
in nearly every rain-soaked 
corner, to the holographic cre-
ations dominating the land-
scape, to some jaw-dropping 
POV angles, to some fantasti-
cally crazy human-robot meld-
ing reminiscent of the HBO 
series “Westworld.” 

 In one fleeting shot, a main 
character is riding in the back 
of a car with an assistant, who 
is typing away on a laptop. The 
assistant has about 15 mechani-
cal fingers jutting out from 
each wrist. She would be an 
amazing court reporter. 
 Based on the manga series 
by Masumune Shirow as well as 
Mamoru Oshii’s beloved 1995 
Japanimation, this version of 
“Ghost in the Shell” generated 
loads of controversy before it 
generated a dollar at the box of-
fice, due to the casting of Scar-
lett Johansson as the title charac-
ter, who of course was Japanese 
in the source materials.  
 Here’s the thing, though, and 
this is a spoiler moment only 
if you want to know absolutely 
nothing about the premise of this 
franchise: The character of Major 
has a completely synthetic outer 
shell, from head to toe. Her brain, 
her soul and her “ghost” are in-
tact inside that shell -- but when 
we see Major, we’re seeing a ro-
bot exterior encasing the brain 
and the memories of a human 

Peter Quentin Smith’s performance in the musical comedy, Rev-
olutionary Gentleman gives insight into the man that Benedict 
Arnold was before becoming synonymous with traitor. Laura Whit-
tenberger (below) plays great love and second wife, Peggy Arnold.



April 7

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
The Lee-Fendall House 18th 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt returns 
to Alexandria April 7-9. Once 
again, the museum’s garden will 
be filled with hundreds of color-
ful toy-filled Easter eggs! Other 
activities include games, crafts, 
refreshments, stickers, tempo-
rary tattoos, and photos with the 
Easter Bunny. Every participating 
child will receive an Easter egg, 
and each egg hunt session has 
two prize eggs. 
Time: April 7 at 3:00 p.m.; April 
8 at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 and 2:30 
p.m. and on April 9 at 12:30 and 
2:30 p.m. Advance tickets are 
$12 for children aged 0-10, and 
$5 for all others. 
Location: Lee-Fendall House Mu-
seum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information:www.visitalexan-
driava.com

FIRST FRIDAY - FOOLS’ DAY 
MERRIMENT Have you ever 
wanted to dress-up with shirt or 
pants worn backwards, or inside 
out; or wear mismatched socks 
or shoes? The April 7, First Friday: 
“Fools’ Day Merriment” is the place 
to wear these items. You are invited 
to wear crazy hats and clothes, 
to celebrate April Fools’ Day. The 
sillier you dress the better. Tickets 
are $10 at the door for residents, 
$15 for non-residents. Buy tickets 
online at www.alexandriava.gov/
webtrac, activity # 455205.02
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Dr. Oswald Durant Me-
morial Center, 1605 Cameron St. 
Information: http://alexandria-
va.gov/Arts

April 8 

CLEANUP AT FOUR MILE 
RUN PARK Alexandria’s annual 
cleanup of Four Mile Run park 
still needs volunteers! The effort 
is part of the Alice Ferguson 
Foundation’s Potomac River Wa-
tershed Cleanup initiative. RSVP 
is required. 
Time: 9 to 11 a.m. 
Location: Mt. Vernon Ave. at 
Four Mile Run
Information: http://trashnet-
work.fergusonfoundation.org/
event/3402/show

SPRING EPHEMERAL HIKE 
Learn to identify ephemerals, 
the amazing wildflowers that 
only appear once every spring! 
Join Alexandria’s Plant Ecologist, 
Rod Simmons, on an informative 
spring hike through Dora Kelley 
Nature Park. Please wear weather 
appropriate clothing and comfort-
able, closed-toe hiking shoes. 
We will meet at the Buddie Ford 
Nature Center.
Time: Noon to 3 p.m. 
Location: Dora Kelley Nature 
Park, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Information: 703-746-5525

ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC 
SAFETY CAREER DAY Explore 
a career in public safety! Meet 
representatives from Police, Fire, 
Sheriff and Dispatch, and start 
the process by taking an appli-
cant test. Learn about opportuni-
ties for sworn and civilian staff, 
and talk with current employees -- 
police officers, deputies, firefight-
ers, EMTs, and dispatchers. Free. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: George Washington 

Middle School, 1005 Mount 
Vernon Ave. 
Information: 703-746-6808

APOTHECARY OF MERCY 
CIVIL WAR TOURS Explore 
the themes of PBS’ Mercy Street 
through the lens of this family-
owned Apothecary that stayed 
in business through Alexandria’s 
occupation during the Civil War. 
$8 per person. 
Time: 12:15 to 1 p.m. 
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.alex-
andriava.gov/Apothecary

U.S. COLORED TROOPS 
(U.S.C.T.) LIVING HISTORY 
ENCAMPMENT Reenactors 
from the 54th Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry, Co. B., and the 
23rd U.S.C.T. will stage a military 
encampment that portrays the 
history, training and soldier life of 
African American units associ-
ated with the Civil War defenses 
of Washington. Visitors will learn 
about the role of the U.S.C.T. in 
the Union war effort, and about 
specific units that were trained 
and stationed in the local area. 
Historical figures such as Medal 
of Honor recipient Sgt. Major 
Christian Fleetwood of the 4th 
U.S.C.T., a Washington resident 
and civic leader after the war, will 
be portrayed. The program is free 
and is weather dependent.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: Fort Ward Museum 
and Historic Site, 4301 W. Brad-
dock Rd.
Information: 703-746-4848
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The Fabulous Lipitones                                           4/22 - 5/13
The Fabulous Lipitones is a hilarious take 
on what happens when a barbershop 
quartet is forced to take on an unconven-
tional replacement when 
one of their members 
suddenly dies. This com- 
ical and moving story 
about the power of song, 
prejudice, and friendship 
will fill you with laughs 
and tears with all the 
gloriousiousness of our 
barbershop quartets.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |  703-683-0496 

Coming soon

Buy tickets early!

Check out our Summer 2017 theater classes for kids.

SEE CALENDAR  | 29

The Public Safety Valor Awards program is dedicated to 
honoring the public safety personnel of the Alexandria 
Fire Department, Police Department and Sheriff’s Office 
for heroic acts of valor.
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HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

 Enjoy some southern com-
fort in this beautiful and rela-
tively new home located on a 
1/4-acre lot in the heart 
of Alexandria. This 5 
bedroom, 5.5 bathroom 
two-level home with a 
fully-finished basement 
was built in 2014, and 
showcases a front porch 
that spans the width of 
the home, an open floor 
plan, high ceilings and 
hardwood floors. It is 
perfect for a large family and 
entertaining.
 The main level features a 

gorgeous kitchen with an Ital-
ian gas range, marble back-
splash, imported porcelain tile 

and a butler’s pantry.  
 The finished basement and 
media room are perfect for 

informal gatherings and over-
night guests. Walk out to that 
swing set you promised to fin-

ish over the weekend to a 
back yard closed in by a 
picturesque white picket 
fence. There is also a de-
tached garage with work-
shop/studio space and a 
safe haven for your vehi-
cle in inclement weather.
 The home is located 
near Old Town and Del 
Ray, shopping, restau-

rants, the Metro and is close 
to elementary schools and T.C. 
Williams High School.

At a Glance:
Location: 2504 Crest Street,  
Alexandria, VA 22302
Price: $1,374,900

Charming, custom built home on 1/4 acre
HOME OF THE WEEK

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

 The kitchen island has 
become a fixed point on the 
home’s architectural map. Not 
only is the kitchen island a 
place for food preparation, it 
also serves as a focal point in 
the heart of the home.   
 The island’s functional de-
sign has even migrated to out-
door kitchens and other parts 
of the home, such as the master 
closet, says Alana Busse, Na-
tional Kitchen and Bath As-
sociation Central Coast and 
Valleys Chapter president and 
a designer at Westside Remod-
eling Inc., based in Thousand 
Oaks, California. 
 “An island, as a home’s de-
sign element, isn’t tethered to 
a wall and is a free-standing 

workspace that has access from 
all sides,” she says. “People are 
naturally attracted to an island 
because it has an open feel to it 
and is usually in the center of a 
room or space.” 
 People just naturally hov-
er and land around an island 
workspace, no matter where 
it’s located, whether inside or 
outside the home. “One of the 
largest design requests we re-
ceive is to create a space for 
a kitchen island, “Busse says. 
“More homeowners are do-
ing away with a formal dining 
room to create more space for 
the kitchen island.” 
 Don’t let your kitchen island 
become uninhabitable by ne-
glecting to plan specific design 
elements. Busse says an island 

Square feet: 4,375 
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 5.5
Year built: 2014

PHOTOS/THE LIZLUKE TEAM 

The front porch spans the width of this home (above) and overlooks 
a generously sized lawn. The gorgeous kitchen with Italian gas 
range (left) adjoins the butler’s pantry. 
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Island is home’s chartered territory
is usually a counter-height of 36 
inches and is -- at a minimum 
-- 2 feet wide. “The length of an 
island can span up to 8 feet long, 
but must fit the space to allow 
for the traffic flow around it,” 
she says. “An island can bridge 
the gap in a kitchen that opens 
up to a great room.” 
 An island requires, mini-
mally, a 3-foot clearance on all 
sides, with some local build-
ing codes requiring as much 
as 4 feet from the nearest wall. 
“People need to make sure 
there aren’t conflicting doors 
between the island and appli-
ances along the wall,” Busse 
says. “It’s important to know 
what you plan to use your is-

 PHOTO/WESTSIDE REMODELING 
This Newbury Park, California, kitchen has an island that was built to 
accommodate seating for at least six people. When the island is not in 
use as a table, this homeowner has large baskets that fit underneath 
for additional storage.

Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi Realtor®, VA & DC
703.868.5676 Elizabeth@LizLuke.com
The LizLuke Team Long & Foster | Christie’s
Alex Old Town Historic District Sales
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Custom Design
• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms
• Countertops 
• Vanity Tops 
• Fireplaces
• Superior 
   Quality 
  Cabinets    

Kitchen & Bath 
Showroom

7700-B Backlick Rd. 
Springfield VA 22150

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate today!
Call (703) 337-2020 | info@bestkitchenandbath.us
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land for and whether there will 
be a cooktop, sink or seating.” 
 When it comes to seating 
around the island, allow at least 
2 linear feet at the countertop for 
plenty of elbowroom. Electrical 
must be run to the island for 
ground fault circuit interrupter 
outlets, small appliances and 
cooktops. Plumbing is needed 
for a sink, disposal and/or dish-
washer on a kitchen island dedi-
cated to food preparation. 
 The kitchen island can be a 
feast for the eye by incorporat-
ing overall home design into this 
culinary hot spot. “An island can 
be made to look like a piece of 
furniture in a traditional home 
or very spare in a contemporary 
house,” Busse says. “Make good 
use of the space underneath an 
island to stow cookware, glass-
ware or other items used on or 
around the island.” 
 Shed some light on any 
task performed on an island 
with either hanging pendants 

or a show stopping chandelier. 
If the cooking surface is on 
a kitchen island, the capture 
area of the exhaust fan should 
be larger to compensate for the 
fact that the fan will be draw-

ing air from an open space. 
An island cooktop with a large 
hood vented to the ceiling can 
visually fight with hanging 
light fixtures, so an incon-
spicuous downdraft fan system 

 PHOTO/LYNX GRILLS
An old-world appeal in a new outdoor kitchen is evident around this 
island designed for both food preparation and seating. With plenty 
of natural light streaming through the pergola, this outdoor kitchen 
island is a cool space that is warm and inviting. Credit: Lynx Grills 

might be the best solution. 
 The great outdoors is a 
whole new frontier for the 
kitchen island. Any appliances, 
countertops or cabinetry in an 
outdoor kitchen island must en-
dure the elements. Be certain 
that any appliance installed 
outdoors has the UL (Under-
writers Laboratory) seal ap-
proving it for outdoor use.
  Busse says a dual-height is-
land with a 42-inch-high raised 
counter, which can serve as a 
bar, and a lower 36-inch-high 
work counter, has fallen out of 
favor. “People want an island 



26 | APRIL 6, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our View
Proposed parking rule 
changes fall short
 Three-day grace periods apply to many situations. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission has a “cooling off” rule that allows buy-
ers three days to change their minds on real estate purchases. 
Some states require a three-day wait before buyers can take 
possession of handguns. Many landlords give renters three days 
before assessing late penalties.
 In these instances, a three-day wait seems reasonable and consid-
ered. It could help prevent rash purchases of land and gun crimes of 
passion and eliminate the penalty on renters who are just a bit late.
 Conversely, Alexandria’s three-day parking grace period for per-
mit holders has always seemed arbitrary and capricious. City resi-
dents must pay federal and state sales tax when they buy a vehicle, 
pay the state annually for tags and inspection, and each year pay the 
city of Alexandria a car tax plus a fee for their parking sticker. 
 Following all of that government compliance and expense, 
residents can be ticketed or towed after a mere 72 hours if their 
cars remain unmoved on the street. We have said it before and 
we say it again: that’s ludicrous.
 Excuses for this rule don’t hold up under inspection. Some 
say it’s supposed to protect residents against abandoned vehi-
cles. That issue is addressed elsewhere in city code.
 Others explain that the rule is needed to prevent Alexandria 
from becoming the parking lot for Reagan National airport. 
That’s simply illogical, as anyone without a permit who parks 
here will be ticketed within hours and towed soon thereafter. 
And residents with permits should be able to leave their cars in 
their neighborhoods when they travel.
 This rule generally has been enforced when a resident calls to 
rat out a neighbor. This enables pettiness and unnecessary neigh-
borhood strife. City code should not encourage such behavior.
 Changes approved by the city Traffic and Parking Board last 
week are a step in the right direction: they would allow residents 
to apply for an up to two-week exemption to the rule up to four 
times a year, with two of the two-week periods being allowed to 
run concurrently.
 While the proposal is an improvement, two glaring f laws re-
main.
 First, the three-day rule stays intact as the baseline and that 
timeframe is simply too short. The lives of many Alexandria resi-
dents are packed and stressful. There is simply no good reason for 
residents to have to worry about their cars if it turns out they must 
spend a week out of town.
 The baseline should be increased to seven days to allow residents 
to take quick business trips or go out of town for spring break without 
going through the hassle of remembering to sign up for an extension. 
 The second f law is related to the first: the proposed change 
requires at least two weeks’ notice in applying for the extension. 
The reality is, many people simply don’t know two weeks in 
advance when they are going to need to leave town for business 
or for a family emergency.
 If the extension is applied for electronically, why can’t per-
mission be granted automatically at any point? 
 Without the ability to get quick approval and a longer base-
line than 72 hours, this revision actually would change very 
little. We encourage city councilors to correct these f laws when 
they consider the proposal next month.
 Then it’s time to move on to revising the obnoxious four-cat 
rule.

To the editor:
 In March, the Alexandria 
city council adopted a resolu-
tion proposed by Vice Mayor 
Justin Wilson that added 
three cents to the city man-
ager’s proposed tax increase 
for 2018. The resolution also 
included a proposal to create 
a blue ribbon committee to 
make recommendations on the 
city’s infrastructure, including 
schools. It was adopted by a 
vote of six to one, Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg dissenting.
 In discussing the blue rib-
bon group, each of the council 
members supporting it seemed 
to have a different idea of its 
function. To one it would cor-
rect the financial disconnect 
with the school board, to an-
other it would act as a czar over 

construction, to yet another it 
would bring more harmony 
into city-school relations, and 
to another, more functionality 
in the use of facilities.  No one 
suggested what its real pur-
pose may be:  to provide cover 
to city council on a series of 
difficult decisions that lie be-
fore them.
 Mayor Silberberg in her 
dissent pointed out the sev-
eral official city entities that 
already have responsibilities 
in the affected areas, includ-
ing the council itself, and 
wondered why an additional 
layer of bureaucracy should 
be required. She is right. In 
my 45 years working both in 
and for government, I have 
seen many such “blue ribbon” 
groups come and go. They 

almost always are dubious in 
their origins and unproduc-
tive in their outcomes.
 Right now the Alexandria 
public has no idea of who 
these blue ribbon experts 
would be, who would appoint 
them, what their mandate is, 
and how much additional they 
will cost taxpayers. Yes, there 
are very important issues to 
be settled by the council in 
the next few months. That is 
why we elected them — to 
make hard decisions. 
 The Mayor is willing to 
make those decisions with 
the assistance of city staff and 
without the crutch of an out-
side group.  The rest of coun-
cil should be equally strong.

- Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

Your Views
Council looks for cover on tough decisions

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” - Thomas Jefferson

Lack of fiscal restraint is appalling
To the editor:
 As a city resident for more 
than 30 years, our local taxes 
have risen every year without 
fail as city leaders have been 
chronically unable to distin-
guish between items that are 

“needed” rather than only 
“nice.” Last year’s 3-cent 
jump in our property tax rate 
combined with city council’s 
2017 proposal, however, is 
truly alarming. If the pro-
posed increase is passed, tax-

es on our home will have in-
creased 22 percent in just two 
years due to the rate hikes, 
fee increases and a large two-
year jump in the city’s assess-

SEE FISCAL  | 27
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 With practically no 
workable notice – less than 
48 hours – Alexandria City 
Public Schools last month 
inconvenienced parents, 
possibly costing them a 
day’s pay, while teachers 
participated in something 
called “A Day Without 
Women.”
 It should have been 
called “A Day Without 
Brains.”
 Thousands of students 
lost a day of instruction as 
all ACPS were closed to sat-
isfy the whims of irrespon-
sible adults. ACPS claims it 
did not make this decision 

lightly, but it certainly did 
not take working parents 
into consideration. Nor was 
the decision egalitarian with 
regard to all ACPS staff, as 
six city schools were open 
for two hours – one each for 
breakfast and lunch. Clearly 
not all women were equally 
able participate in this silli-
ness.
 How did students with 
working parents get to 
school? Did the school bus-
ses run back and forth for 
both meal services? Has 
ACPS reimbursed work-
ing parents’ lost wages 
for those who did not have 

appropriate care for their 
children?
 Every teacher without a 
doctor’s notice for March 
8 should lose a day’s pay. 
The residents of Alexan-
dria should not have their 
property taxes wasted on 
the foolishness of people 
who put themselves before 
the children they have a re-
sponsibility to educate. The 
students of Alexandria have 
learned a valuable lesson 
while out of school – who’s 
not looking out for them.
 - Sanford D. Horn is a 

former candidate for the 
Alexandria School Board

March 8: a day without brains

ment of our home. 
 What’s more, the city’s 
budget documents suggest 
similar hikes are planned 
for the next couple of 
years. This is lunacy from 
councilors who repeatedly 
express concern about the 
loss of affordable housing. 
They are apparently oblivi-
ous to the fact that apart-
ment building owners are 
going to pass these added 
costs on to their renters.
 A significant part of 
this year’s proposed jump 
in taxes is the 30 percent 
increase in wastewater 
fees and what, for now, 
is a $70 storm utility fee. 
The new storm utility fee 
is scheduled for double-
digit increases each year 
over the next decade -- a 
six-fold increase -- to raise 
$390 million to build in-
frastructure to prevent 
wastewater flowing into 
the Potomac. Because this 
is separate from our prop-
erty taxes, these fees are 
not deductible from federal 
taxes. Why not include 
them in our property taxes 
like funding for all other 
capital expenditures?
 We are facing these un-
sustainable increases in 
taxes because the city coun-

cil and school board have 
consistently not been true 

stewards of the taxpayers’ 
money. They are addicted 
to adding not only bells and 
whistles to virtually every 
project, but also going for 
grandiose projects while not 
maintaining existing assets. 
 A new Metro stop at Po-
tomac Yards costing over a 
quarter of a billion dollars? 
Under the threat of immi-
nent domain, the $5 million 
of greenmail paid to Old Do-
minion Boat Club to move 
from King Street? Why was 
Patrick Henry’s rec center 
doubled in size when we are 
facing so many unexpected 
major expenses? Increasing 
subsidies to Bike Shares, a 
private company?
 Why is close to $1 million 
being spent on Beverley Park 
when a few thousand dollars 
should have been spent on 
erosion control a decade ago? 
The list goes on and on.
 The school board has 
been equally profligate, 
while school buildings have 
been mismanaged. How is 
it that there are reports of 
mold and peeling paint in 
classrooms at a time when 
the school board voted $1.4 
million for T.C. Williams 
tennis court lights in 2015 
and has spent approximate-
ly $10 million for artificial 

turf at Hammond Middle 
School and various elemen-
tary schools?
 Meanwhile, a false nar-
rative is being promoted 
that we have been neglect-
ing our schools for years 
and we should “fully fund 
our schools.” This slogan 
ignores the fact that we 
spend more per student 
than any of the neighbor-
ing jurisdictions with the 
exception of Arlington.
 With all this inadequate 
funding, why are we now 
going to provide universal 
pre-K? Rather than a lean 
but necessary budget, the 
school board larded it up 
with items like $4.1 million 
on lights and a football field 
upgrade at T.C. Williams. 
What other unnecessary 
items are in their proposed 
capital budget that more 
than doubled from $274 
million to $611 million? 
And how is it that the city 
has never lobbied Rich-
mond for budget oversight 
of our schools? 
 Unless something 
changes and changes soon, 
I think many of us will 
come to the conclusion that 
Alexandria is becoming too 
expensive to continue liv-
ing in.

- Tom Slayton
Alexandria

Filling in the Blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

 In recent years, both Alexandria 
City Public Schools and the city have 
worked together to analyze enroll-
ment trends and consider long-range 
planning for our school facilities. 
Our combined staff analysis con-
cluded that our enrollment numbers 
will continue to rise. We currently 
exceed our capacity by more than 
1,000 seats and expect to continue 
growing at an annual rate of two 
to three percent through at least 
2026. The Long Range 
Educational Facilities Plan, 
which was approved by 
both city council and the 
school board, concluded 
that our growing school 
population would require 
additional school build-
ings, and that due to lim-
ited space availability, an “urban 
school model” should be employed. 
Such a model includes: use of exist-
ing office space, taller than normal 
school buildings, and building plans 
that “include completely separate 
uses within the same building.” 
 While Alexandria currently has 
a high office vacancy rate, very few 
meet the specific requirements and 
specifications that are needed for 
conversion to a school. After care-
ful review, the 1701 N. Beauregard 
location was identified, and the 2017 
budget was passed by city council 
and ACPS to provide funds to con-
vert and lease the space. Shortly af-
ter passage of the budget, the owners 
of the building determined to sell 
the property. What could have been 
a significant hurdle in our quest to 
address capacity instead became an 
opportunity: to secure the building 
permanently at a favorable price. By 
purchasing instead of leasing, there 
is a potential savings of approxi-
mately $28 million over ten years or 
$64 million over twenty years. Thus, 
we requested the transfer of funds, 
without asking for additional funds 
for this year, in order to realize this 
significant savings in the long term.
 Whenever a school, housing de-
velopment, or retail business opens 

or makes changes in our city, it must 
go through a review process. Dur-
ing this review, the entity must be 
able to demonstrate that the impact 
of its presence has been considered, 
and that it will implement any nec-
essary changes or improvements to 
a site to make it a positive addition to 
our community. ACPS has benefit-
ted from the close collaboration and 
expertise the city planning staff has 
brought to this project for our new 

elementary school. Ex-
tensive analysis was con-
ducted, including a traffic 
study. Traffic studies are 
designed not only to con-
sider safe passage for stu-
dents, but to prove there is 
not a negative impact on 
non-school traffic mov-

ing through the area. This review 
was important to ensure there were 
no “showstoppers” that would make 
this project unfeasible. 
 As indicated in the jointly ap-
proved LREFP, urban schools often 
have shared use, and this new build-
ing will have the lower four floors 
for school use, with the top floors 
for other use. The LREFP states that, 
“In a mixed-use building, the portion 
devoted to the school would need its 
own entrances, and would likely 
require separate elevators and stair-
wells for security purposes.” These 
elements have always been includ-
ed in all plans for this project, and 
ACPS looks forward to exploring the 
best option for a partner to co-locate 
in this space.  
 As with all of our projects, ACPS 
makes outreach and communica-
tion to our community a priority. 
We have already begun community 
meetings to provide information and 
field questions and concerns. We 
hope that those with an interest in 
this project will contact us and join 
at upcoming meetings. We look for-
ward to providing a wonderful new 
educational facility for our city.

The writer is the chairwoman of 
the Alexandria City School Board.

Collaboration makes new  
West End school possible

Ramee Gentry
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n 1924, 28-year-old school-
teacher Elizabeth Margaret 
Ramey was one of the first 

women in Alexandria to acquire 
a new Ford Model T coupe. The 
Model T had been in produc-
tion since 1908 and the first 
year it was produced, 10,000 
vehicles were manufactured at a 
retail cost of $950. By the time 
of Miss Ramey’s acquisition, 
mass production techniques had 
exploded and at a total cost of 
$525, payable in monthly instal-
ments per Ford’s “Pay as You 
Play” time payment plan, even 
a low-paid schoolteacher could 
afford one of the 2 million cars 
produced that year. 
 The car was in such demand 
that in the years after its initial 
introduction, Ford saw no need 
to advertise, as word of mouth 
was all that was needed to ensure 
success. But by the early 1920s, 
Ford’s market share in vehicle 
sales had dwindled and a new 
sales strategy was warranted.
 The 1924 Model T coupe 
was unusual in that it was one 
of the first vehicles marketed 
towards women, particularly 
working women and busy 
housewives, and advocated the 
freedom and independence af-
forded to those females willing 
to drive their own personal car. 
Specifically, Ford’s campaign 
rebelled against the traditional 
role of females as dependent on 
men for their daily needs, and 
supported the newly emerging 
philosophy of the independent 
woman that developed in the 
period following World War I.
 Such untraditional thought 
challenged women to learn 
how to drive; pursue travel 
when and where they liked; 

and to develop business and 
professional careers. Such 
women stepped beyond what 
were then the accepted social 
norms, and explored their own 
needs and interests as a coun-
terpoint to the inevitable pur-
suit of marriage. 
 Ford’s advertisements put it 
succinctly: “Her habit of mea-
suring time in terms of dollars 
gives the woman in business 
keen insight into the true value 
of a Ford closed car for her per-
sonal use. This car enables her 
to conserve minutes, to expe-
dite her affairs, to widen the 
scope of her activities.” Adver-
tised as a “closed” car, mean-
ing it could be sealed from 
the extremes of the weather, 
the new advertising campaign 
appealed to the sophisticated 
young woman of the 1920s, as 
epitomized by this photograph 
of the smart and sassy Eliza-
beth Ramey, dressed to the 
nines as she admires her newly 
acquired vehicle of freedom.
 Apparently, Miss Ramey so 

well projected the stylized ver-
sion of the modern woman for 
Ford, that she was selected to 
participate in a series of mar-
keting photographs, taken by 
the National Photo Company 
to promote the 1924 vehicle. 
The small black car was pho-
tographed adjacent to several 
Alexandria landmarkvs and 
staged with Miss Ramey her-
self, including one shot of her 
alone at her classroom desk, 
with complicated math prob-
lems and a long-hand copy 
of the Star-Spangled Banner 
on the blackboard behind her. 
These photos were clearly in-
tended to convey the idea that 
this was a woman to be taken 
seriously.
 Miss Ramey’s father Her-
bert was a native of Pennsyl-
vania who had come to the 
nation’s capital to accept a 
job as a clerk at the U.S. Pat-
ent Office.  He settled in Al-
exandria with his wife Jenne, 
and they had two daughters 
here, Gladys and Elizabeth, 

both of whom projected an 
independent streak and never 
married.  Gladys, the elder 
daughter, became a clerk for 
the federal government and 
through the 1930s she took an 
annual cruise vacation alone to 
Bermuda. At age 21, Elizabeth 
took a job as a teacher in the 
D.C. public schools system, and 
by 1927 had earned her Bach-
elor of Arts at George Wash-
ington University. After 40 
years in public education, she 
retired in 1957 as principal of 
the Peabody Elementary school 
in Northeast Washington.
 She remained in Alexan-
dria throughout her life, par-
ticipating in women’s profes-
sional organizations, the Little 
Theatre and supporting the 
National Symphony. Upon her 
death in 1974, she was buried 
with the rest of her family at 
Ivy Hill Cemetery.
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Weekly Poll
Last Week 
Should the city do more to protect Old Town’s 
cobblestone streets?

This Week 
Are the proposed changes to the 72-hour 
parking rule sufficient?
A. Yes.  B. No. Take the poll at alextimes.com

A model Alexandria for the Model T coupe

I

   65% Yes.   35% No.



being who might or might not 
be of Asian descent. Perhaps 
the Caucasian forces behind 
Major’s transformation have 
made her a Caucasian because 
they believe that’s what a su-
per-soldier should look like.
  Perhaps this movie is 
making a social and politi-
cal statement. Or maybe the 
backers just wanted Scarlett 
Johansson in the lead be-
cause she’s the most bankable 
female star in the world. 
 My favorite performances 
by Johansson are in smaller, 
quirkier films such as “Lost 
in Translation,” “Match 
Point” and “Under the 
Skin,” but she has become 
a huge action star thanks to 
“The Avengers” movies and 
“Lucy,” and she’s in full ba-
dass mode here.  
 In the effective and 
intriguing opening se-
quences, we learn Major’s 
backstory. After a terrorist 
attack left her parents dead 
and broke her body beyond 
repair, she’s chosen for an 
experimental counterterror-
ism program funded by the 
all-powerful Hanka Corp., 
in which her brain is lifted 
into a virtually un-killable 
cyborg body.  
 Cue the action sequenc-
es, which are filled with 
“Matrix”-like slo-mo, a 
seemingly endless variety of 
shots featuring broken glass 
or shimmering, splashing 
waves of water, and some 

wonderfully chilling scenes 
of enhanced humans losing 
their technologically ad-
vanced eyes or limbs. 
 Major and her take-no-
prisoners, fiercely loyal 
partner, Batou (Pilou As-
baek, who co-starred with 
Johansson in “Lucy”), are on 
the hunt for a hacker-villain 
named Kuze (Michael Pitt), 
who has been systematically 
eliminating the doctors and 
scientists who helped create 
Major — and who has the 
ability to get inside Major’s 
mind.
 Juliette Binoche, looking 
as if she wandered onto the 
set of “Ghost in the Shell” 
from a classy French roman-
tic comedy and isn’t sure why 
she’s even there, plays Ma-
jor’s supervisor and mother 
figure, who is torn between 
the quest for scientific break-
through and her genuine 
affection for Major. Peter 
Ferdinando as the cruel and 
nefarious leader of the Hanka 
Corp. does a serviceable job 
playing a forgettable villain. 
Takeshi Kitano, playing a se-
curity chief who dares stand 
up to Hanka, casually owns 
every scene he’s in. 
 “Ghost in the Shell” loses 
its footing in later sequences, 
as Major discovers the truth 
about her origins and acts ac-
cordingly. We see that com-
ing a mile away. The last few 
minutes of the film are the 
least inspired, most cliched, 
least creative moments of the 
entire journey. 

ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  APRIL 6, 2017  29

April 13

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the 
Civil War Ball on the 29th, learn 
the waltz, polka, Virginia Reel and 
more from an expert dance mas-
ter. Those not familiar with this 
style of dancing should complete 
at least one full class to become 
accustomed to the figures and 
language for the ball. $12 per 
class or $30 for the series of 
classes, including April 20 and 27. 
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alex-
andriava.gov/Events.aspx

April 19

HAMILTON/BURR DUEL: THE 
MUSICAL VERSUS REALITY 
Dr. Peter Henriques explores the 
Aaron Burr/ Alexander Hamilton 
duel that has captivated Ameri-
cans for centuries, including just 
recently with Hamilton: The Musi-
cal. $12 per person or $10 for 
Society members and volunteers.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-

seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alex-
andriava.gov/events.aspx

April 22

DIY BRIDAL MAKEUP CLASS 
Learn the secrets to a perfect 
wedding day makeup application 
(DIY Bridal Makeup) and as an 
added bonus meet master stylist 
Samuel Soliman who will teach a 
DIY mini-bridal updo session. Get 
makeup and hair secrets from 
the leading experts in hair and 
makeup. Free. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Safeway Community 
Conference Room, 3526 King St.
Information:https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/diy-bridal-
makeup-class-alexandria-va-
tickets-31226371919

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY 
WALKING TOUR Explore Alex-
andria’s firefighting history on the 
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Fire-
fighting History” tour. Participants 
learn about volunteer firefighting 
in early Alexandria, three devas-
tating fires, and the five volunteer 
fire companies. $6 for adults, 
$4 ages 10-17. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: https://shop.alex-
andriava.gov

April 29

ALEXANDRIA EARTH DAY Be 
one with nature in Alexandria! 
This year’s theme is Clean Water 
Starts with YOU! The event will 
include educational exhibits, 
demonstrations and hands-on 
activities for all ages.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: Lenny Harris Memorial 
Fields at Braddock Park, 1005 
Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: http://alexandria-
va.gov/EarthDay

April 30 

JOHN TESH - GRAND PIANO 
LIVE Emmy Award-winning 
musician John Tesh comes to 
Alexandria for one night only. The 
former sportscaster and host of 
Entertainment Tonight has won 
six Emmy Awards and has sold 
over 8 million records.  
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mt Vernon Ave, Alexandria, VA 
22305
Information: http://www.birch-
mere.com/events/john-tesh/
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

which has a large countertop 
that is one continuous piece of 
granite, concrete or quartz,” 
she says. “While quartz may 
be a good option for an in-
door countertop, check with 
the manufacturer to ensure the 
high-performance polymers, 
resins and pigments used to 

mimic natural stone are out-
door-rated.” 
 The island can also be 
dressed up for use in a mas-
ter closet. “People who have 
a master bedroom suite with 
a large bathroom and closets 
may have an island that serves 
as a way to organize jewelry or 
clothing options,” Busse says. 
“A closet island is a great place 

PHOTO/SCHAF PHOTO ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
The great outdoors is a whole new frontier for the kitchen island. The 
appliances and grills are built into this outdoor kitchen island, and 
the homeowners can be certain that the countertops and cabinetry 
can endure the elements. 

to store small accessories and 
also doubles as a surface on 
which people can work.” 
 As a design concept, the 
island isn’t eroding: it’s only 
becoming bigger and better, 
says Busse. “Today’s enter-
taining at home is a more ca-
sual experience with family 
and friends,” she says. “With 
an island, you can be part of 
the food preparation to catch 
dinner AND a show at home.” 



30 | APRIL 6, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

La
st

 W
ee

k
’s

 S
o

lu
ti

o
n

:

Weekly Words
58 Author Harper
62 Mohawk River city
63 Blasting caps?
64 Attractive flower part
66 Lumbers along on foot
67 Had in one’s grasp
68 ___ Day vitamins
69 Me, to Miss Piggy
70 Borrows, as a cigarette
71 Unleashes an attack dog
72 Guthrie of music
73 Any lumberjack
76 Italy’s chief port
77 Plant disease
78 Prone to back talk
80 Needing some sun
81 What to call in poker?
82 Got on in years
83 One answer to “Shall we?”
84 Christmas decoration
87 Gillan, Valentine or Carpenter
88 Valedictorian’s 4.0, briefly
90 Arctic covering
94 Horse quarters
97 Makes modifications to
98 From ___ toe
99 Suffix with depend
100 They’re rigged
101 Small shovel
102 Latin father
104 Prefixes for bytes
106 ___ Vegas
108 Cuisine type
109 Attila’s followers
110 Long, heroic film
111 Fast-running flightless bird
113 “Cognito, ___ sum”
114 Pay to borrow and return
118 Colorful leaf mo.
119 Future lobstersER VISITS By Timothy E. Parker

ACROSS
1 “I’ll skip this round”
5 Salmon or bass
9 Gel target
13 Additional stipulations
17 Craggy mountain ridge
19 ___ Carlo
20 “A” on a cornerstone
21 Cake that gets you clean
22 Blacksmith
24 Slider catcher
25 Apple voice
26 Delilah’s target
27 Participant in a certain type of
   horserace
30 Dreaded engine sound
31 Shift course suddenly
32 “Old MacDonald” letters
33 Filled with joy, in old poetry
36 Mocker or jeerer
41 Have ___ spirit (be gentle and mild)
43 Pointed a finger at an actor?
44 Item for discussion
45 Cut souvenir
46 Big club
49 Pertaining to bone
52 One dealing in commercial loans
56 Judge in the infamous O.J. trial
57 Comfort in a time of distress
59 Accumulate, as riches
60 Snigglers’ catches
61 Nine-fold
63 Nonkosher
64 Analyze grammatically
65 It’s typically 10 digits
71 Did a greeter’s job

74 Gave temporarily
75 Power problems
79 Swift Camaro
80 English Channel port town
82 Nissan car
85 “E” of B.C.E.
86 Like spy operations
89 Holders of injured arms
91 Lawn square
92 Some alcoholic beverages
93 “___ Dragon” (remade Disney film)
95 Pigeon sounds
96 “Who ___?”
98 Device for listening and speaking
100 Full of beef, e.g.
101 Sea foam
103 Bingo call, sometimes
105 “But it wasn’t meant to be”
107 Shiny jacket material
112 Pan-providing critic
115 Letter abbr.
116 American portrait and land-
    scape painter Peter
117 Furniture coverer
120 Title to a home
121 “... to market, to buy ___ pig”
122 Your brother’s daughter, to you
123 Musical repeat sign
124 Transgresses
125 “In that case ...”
126 ‘Beat it!’
127 Bag for shopping convenience
DOWN
1 “The Office” character
2 God of war, to the Greeks
3 Words before precedent

4 Steers out of control?
5 Tit-tat link
6 Signs, as a contract
7 Proofreader’s note
8 Not there
9 Place for dirty clothes
10 Senile or doddering
11 Works together within a group
12 High school mil. group
13 Attack with vigor
14 Dec. 31 party item
15 “Is it too big of a challenge for me?”
16 Former VP Agnew
18 Borden’s cash cow?
19 Surrounded by, poetically
23 Was victorious
28 Dec. 24, famously
29 “I ___ Symphony” (Supremes’ hit)
33 Flip ___ (choose heads or tails)
34 Zestfulness
35 Allow to board
37 More than just a deep sleep
38 Cartel that deals in oil
39 Something to gather around
40 Media monitor, briefly
42 City transports
45 Big mix-up
47 Collectible animation frames
48 Scots’ Gaelic tongue
50 Downhiller’s ski destination, 
   sometimes
51 Be lazy
53 Fast animal with big ears
54 Prayer finale
55 ___ solution (come close to 
   solving something)

KATHRYN BOATNER, 84, 
of Alexandria, March 20, 2017
ALVIN CORBIN BURGESS, 98, 
March 21, 2017
WILEY COOPER, JR.,  
March 26, 2017
DEMETRIOUS PETROS 
DEMETRIOU, 69,  
of Alexandria, March 30, 2017
BETTE ANN BURLEY GOTT,  
of Alexandria, March 23, 2017
MARIE MILES, 95,  
of Alexandria, March 27, 2017
CAROL L. MILLS, 88, 
formerly of Alexandria
MARGARET B. NEVINS, 94, 
March 28, 2017
ROGER SHOUP, 78, formerly 
of Alexandria, March 11, 2017
MARJORIE SPRAY, 81, 
of Alexandria, March 26, 2017
BLANCHE IRENE SYMIONOW, 
83, of Alexandria, March 15, 2017
MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM 
R. USHER, USAF (RET.), 84, 
formerly of Alexandria,  
March 28, 2017
PATRICK WOOLLEY, JR., 57, 
of Alexandria, March 18, 2017

Obituaries

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  APRIL 6, 2017 | 31 

Classifieds

ABC NOTICE

 AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
APRIL 2, 2017

CATTLE AUCTIONS
80+ Purebred Angus females 
selling at Virginia Beef Expo in Har-
risonburg, VA on April 13th at 11:30 

a.m. For info call 540-421-8341

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-

ING - Get FAA certification to 
fix planes. Approved for military 
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. 

Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

877-204-4130 
HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-

$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 
10 Weekends for CDL. Veter-
ans in Demand! Richmond/Freder-

icksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/
Roanoke 800-614-6500; Front 

Royal/Winchester 800-454-1400
SERVICES 

DIVORCE – Uncontested, 
$395 + $86 court cost.  

No court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE 
FREON R12 WANTED: We 

PICK UP and pay CA$H for 
R12. Cylinders or case of cans. 
EPA certified. (312) 291-9169;  

sell@refrigerantfinders.com 

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

Freedom of the press  
is not just important  
to democracy, it is  
democracy.

- Walter Cronkite

King’s Jewelry - Family-owned 
jewelry store located in Old Town Alex-
andria.  Looking for full time employee 
to join our non-commission “team”.  
Our employees are long-term and spe-
cialize in sales and repair take-in.  We 
pride ourselves on building long-term 
relationships with our clientele.

We offer a great salary, paid health in-
surance, vacation time and benefits.  
We are closed Sundays and work five 
days a week.

At least one year jewelry experience is 
a must.  Knowledge of high end jewel-
ry, diamonds and watch brands a plus.

Email resume to Kings609@aol.com.

HELP WANTED

Chander Name Change
I ROOPA USHA CHANDER, daughter 
of Chander Kulathu, holder of Indian 
Passport No. J8848908 issued at 
Mumbai on Jul 25, 2011, permanent 
resident of A201, Mahavir Platinum, 
Ghatkopar Mankhurd road, Mumbai 
400043, Maharashtra, India and 
presently residing at 5055 Seminary 
road, apt 1335, Alexandria 22311, 
USA do hereby change my name from 
ROOPA CHANDER to ROOPA USHA 
CHANDER, with immediate effect.

LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

Chesapeake Horse and Pony, LLC 
dba Summerfield Farm seeks 2 
temp FT Ranch Workers 5/20/17-
3/20/18. 

Worksite: 6033 Fishers Station Rd, 
Lothian, MD 20711. Responsible 
for managing/harvesting grass/hay 
fields; attend to live horses: feeding, 
watering, loading; maintain records 
on horses; assists in birth deliver-
ies; halter-break & care for young 
horses, administers meds, vaccina-
tions, or insecticides as appropri-
ate; clean/maintain housing areas; 
cleans stalls, pens & equip. 

Work hours: 7AM –5PM, M-Sun. 
Day off rotates. $12.19/hr. Employ-
er guarantees to offer employment 
for a min. of 3/4 of workdays for 
total specified period during which 
work contract & all extensions there-
of are in effect, beginning w/ the 1st 
day after worker arrives @ place of 
employment & ending on expiration 
date specified in work contract or 
extensions thereof. 1 mo. exp. req. 

Work tools, supplies & equip.  pro-
vided w/o cost to worker. Housing 
provided w/o cost to workers, includ-
ing U.S. workers who cannot reason-
ably return to their perm residence 
at end of each work day. Expenses 
for subsistence & transp to worksite 
provided or paid by employer, w/ 
payment made no later than com-
pletion of 50% of contract. 

To apply, call David Hale at 202-
669-5974 between 8AM & 5PM or 
contact nearest Maryland Work-
force Development office using job 
listing 647078.

OBITUARY
LEGAL NOTICE

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, April 
19, 2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00082
Request for alterations at 
124 N Payne Street
APPLICANT: Tom Truchio

CASE BAR #2017-00057
Request for partial demolition and 
capsulation at 907 King Street
APPLICANT: 907 King LP 

CASE BAR #2017-00080
Request for alterations and an 
addition at 907 King Street
APPLICANT: 907 King LP

CASE BAR #2017-00095
Request for alterations at  
320 S Pitt Street
APPLICANT: Robert & Claire Wood

CASE BAR #2017-00099
Request for new construction at  
808 N Washington Street
APPLICANT: Shakti, LLC

CASE BAR #2017-00100
Request for alterations at  
433 S Fairfax Street
APPLICANT: John H. Ralph

CASE BAR #2017-00101
Request for alterations at  
404 S Lee Street 
APPLICANT: David Adams & 
Chloe Daley

CASE BAR #2017-00098
Request for partial demolition at 
1100 King Street
APPLICANT: Asana Partners

CASE BAR #2017-00103
Request for alterations and waiver of 
rooftop screening requirement at 
1100 King Street
APPLICANT: Asana Partners

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

 Eric Michael Weight, 51, 
passed away on March 22, 
2017, in Bellingham, Wash-
ington, from injuries sus-
tained in a bicycle accident. 
 Eric was born on July 8, 
1965 in Alexandria, Virginia, 
to Yvonne Weight Callahan 
(the late Vince Callahan) and 
Forrest F. Weight (Virginia). 
 He is survived by his wife, 
Laura A. Weight; his six chil-
dren, Haidyn Chloe, Gabriel 
Clay, Skyler Caedmon, Lily Ce-
lia, Otto Cash and Iker Costel-
lo; former wife  Kirsten D. Bar-
ron; a brother, Christopher F. 
Weight (Karin); a sister, Eliza-
beth Weight (Jeff); and nieces 
and nephews, Margaret Watts, 
Cailyn Smith, Zander Weight, 
Corwin and Fiona Dark.
 Eric attended the Old Pres-
byterian Meeting House pre-
school, Lyles Crouch Elementa-
ry School, Parker Gray Middle 
School, and graduated from T.C. 
Williams High School in 1983.  
He graduated from St. Law-
rence University, in Canton, 
New York, in 1987, and from the 
University of Richmond Law 
School in 1991.  Eric practiced 
law with his mother, Yvonne, in 
Alexandria from 1991 to 1995. 
 After his move to Wash-

ington State in 1995, Eric 
initially worked in the What-
com County public defender’s 
office. In 2005, he and Laura 
opened the law firm of Weight 
Law Offices. 
 A remembrance for Eric 
was held at the Bellingham 
Ferry Terminal on March 26, 
with a burial the following 
day at Bayview Cemetery.
 The family suggests that 
donations in Eric’s name be 
made to Montessori at Samish 
Woods (the school that has 
nurtured and continues to 
nurture his children) or LAW 
Advocates, a local civil legal 
aid organization in Bellingham, 
Washington: www.samishwoods. 
org and www.lawadvocates.org. 
To share your memories of 
Eric, please visit molesfare-
welltributes.com.

Eric Michael Weight

Edward Michael Weight
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Please contact us for more information on our listings or to discuss how we can help you achieve your real estate goals.

sue@thegoodhartgroup.com  |  allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
www.thegoodhartgroup.com  |  703.362.3221

#1 Agent at McEnearney Associates (Alexandria’s #1 Real Estate Company)

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292there when it counts

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/1406-ruffner/

1406 RUFFNER ROAD 

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $899,900

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/408-cloverway/

408 CLOVERWAY DRIVE

OPEN SUN 4/9, 2-4
OFFERED AT $739,900

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/220-hollis/

220 HOLLIS ALLEY 

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $1,099,000

thegoodhargroup.com/listings/119-princess/

119 PRINCESS STREET 

NOW SELLING – OPEN SAT 4/8 & SUN 4/9, 2-4
NEW CONSTRUCTION – PRICES START AT $1,325,000

ellsworthrow.comELLSWORTH ROW – 204-212 S. PATRICK STREET

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $1,625,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/20-alexander/

20 ALEXANDER ST

OPEN SUN 4/9, 2-4
OFFERED AT $1,295,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/106-gibbon/

106 GIBBON STREET 

NEW PRICE
OFFERED AT $1,699,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/2416-ridge-road/

2416 RIDGE ROAD DR

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $1,749,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/1600-king-james/ 

1600 KING JAMES PL

Spring into a New Home

OPEN SUN 4/9, 2-4
OFFERED AT $610,000

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/917-s-columbus/ 

917 S. COLUMBUS STREET 

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $689,900

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/123-hilton/

123 HILTON STREET

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $469,900

thegoodhartgroup.com/listings/1250-s-washington-street-415/

1250 S. WASHINGTON STREET #415

ACTIVE
OFFERED AT $449,900
thegoodhartgroup.com/8290-reiser/

8290 REISER LANE 


