
Alexandria boxers 
have Olympic dreams

BY JAMES CULLUM 

KeyShawn Davis walked 
into the Alexandria Boxing 
Club on Monday, carrying his 
National Golden Gloves cham-
pionship belt and wearing a 
smile. 

Davis, at only 18, is already 
making a name for himself in 
the boxing world as a junior 
bantamweight fighter. He’s been 
fighting since the age of nine 
and, recently, made the move 
from Norfolk to the Port City 
to live with his 25-year-old sis-
ter, Shanice, and his 15-year-old 
brother, Keon Davis.

Moving to Alexandria was 
as much about joining Alexan-
dria’s elite and growing list of 
national and world-ranked fight-
ers as staying out of trouble in 
his personal life.

“Norfolk is dangerous, and 
it’s easy to get in trouble,” Davis 
said. “It was very challenging. I 
came up here in a different en-
vironment. I’m used to different 
coaching, a different school, dif-
ferent people. But as many times 
as I wanted to go home to Nor-
folk, I knew staying here would 
benefit me in the long run. Al-
exandria is the first step in me 
pursuing my boxing career.” 

Since moving to Alexandria, 
he’s trained alongside Inter-
national Boxing Organization 
Inter-Continental Middleweight 
champ Antoine “Action” Doug-
las and Alexandria’s feather-
weight fighter Shakur Steven-
son, who won the silver medal at 
the Rio Olympics. 

A West Potomac High 
School senior, Davis holds five 
Ringside Tournament champi-
onship belts and is considered 
one of the top junior bantam-

weight fighters in the country 
– but don’t tell that to his coach, 
Dennis Porter. 

“He’s too laid back. He’s al-
ways focused, just too laid back, 
but when he [does] get started, 
he gets started,” Porter said. 
“Then he’s on. But when he gets 
to be a professional, they don’t 
want nobody to put the crowd 
to sleep. He got to stay busy. He 
gotta let loose, know what I’m 
sayin’? You got the monster in-
side, you gotta let it out.” 

That laid-back style is inten-
tional, according to Davis, who 
uses it to his advantage.

“I let people come to me. If 
they come to me I can see more, 
and usually I have a longer reach 
and I’m strong and faster than 
my opponents. They can’t adjust 
to my speed or power.”

Davis recently beat Adrian 

BY JAMES CULLUM  

The Alexandria City Coun-
cil voted 6-1 to adopt a $728.1 
million general fund fiscal year 
2018 budget on May 4. This rep-
resents a 7.3 percent increase 
over last year’s budget, and 
raises the city’s real property 
tax rate to $1.13 per $100 of as-
sessed value – a historic 5.7 cent 
increase that was originally 
proposed by Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson in March.  

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
cast the lone dissenting vote, 
and said after the budget pas-
sage that the 5.7 percent increase 
was too onerous on Alexandria 
taxpayers. 

“This is far too much a bur-
den on our citizens all at once. 
To me, this is just not accept-

able,” she said, adding that she 
thought the original budget pro-
posal from City Manager Mark 
Jinks, which included a 2.7-cent 
real estate tax rate increase, was 
proactive and prudent. “Make 
no mistake, it’s a historic tax 
rate increase.” 

Wilson said that the city 
needs a new budget process, and 
is interested in pursuing multi-
year budgets for council. 

“The budget asks a lot of our 
taxpayers, no question about it. I 
don’t think anybody minimizes 
that impact,” Wilson said. “In 
the end, for me, this came down 
to a choice between a significant 
revenue increase this year or a 
much more painful revenue in-
creases in the future, and quite 

Fighting for survival…and goldAlexandria City Council adopts 
Fiscal Year 2018 budget

ACPS superintendent resigns
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Alexandria Boxing Club boxers Troy Isley (left) and KeyShawn Davis are both up-
and-coming fighters with their eyes set on the 2020 Olympic games.

Alexandria City Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Alvin Crawley submitted his 
resignation to the school board 
on Wednesday, nearly four 
years after taking the position. 
His last day is July 28, and 
the school board is expected 
to make public their process 
for finding a new superin-
tendent in the coming weeks. 

School Board Chair Ramee 
Gentry said that Crawley did 
an outstanding job. Crawley 
accepted a professor position 
at George Mason University, 
and will start work this fall. 
He thanked the school board, 
staff and community for their 
support and said, while he’s 
sad to leave, he was ready for 
a change of pace. “I have thor-
oughly enjoyed the challenges 
that the past four years have 
brought,” he said in a state-
ment. “It is with mixed feel-
ings that I have decided to take 
the next step in my career.” 
See the full story on www.
alextimes.com.

– jcullum@alextimes.com



2 |MAY 11, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Happy  
Mother’s Day

Christine Roland Garner

$1,099,00 - Coming Soon
OLD TOWN

Spacious recently 
updated home 
in S.E. quadrant 
with a 2 car 
driveway! 
4 large bedrooms 
(all upper), 3.5 
baths with 3,000 sq. 
ft. on 3 levels. Eat-
in kitchen, living 
room with fireplace  
and wet bar, den 
with built-ins and  
2 Master suites.  
Large private yard 
with patio. Just a 
few blocks to the 
riverfront, Lee 
street park, shops 
and restaurants.

FORDS LANDING

$1,699,000 - Coming Soon
Unique signature 
home designed by 
renowned  
architect Arthur  
Cotton Moore!
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 
finished levels and attached 
garage. Two roof top ter-
races and a private walled 
patio! Living room with 
gas fireplace and dining 
room with domed ceiling. 
Gourmet eat-in kitchen, 
family room, wet bar,  
sauna and steam shower. 

Coming Soon
OLD TOWN

Coming Soon
Masterful ren-
ovation in the 
S.E. quadrant  
1 block from  
Lee St. Park!  
4 bedrooms (all 
upper), 4 full baths 
with 4 finished 
levels. Open floor 
plan, gourmet 
kitchen, fireplaces 
in the living room, 
dining room and 
Master suite. Lower 
level family room 
with outdoor egress. 
Fenced yard with 
patio and alley 
access.

$959,900 - Cooming Soon
OLD TOWN/CHATHAM SQUARE

Elegant town-
home is a court-
yard setting a 
few blocks from 
the river and 
King St!
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
4 finished levels. For-
mal living room and 
dining room. Gourmet 
eat-in kitchen with  
island. Master suite 
with en suite bath, 
upper level den/office 
with access to rooftop 
terrace. Lower level 
family room with fire-
place and 2 car garage.

$1,099,000  - Reduced
ROSEMONT

Beautiful spacious home with a 2 story addition 
just blocks from Maury Elementary and Metro!
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Cape Cod with 3 finished levels and 
an attached 1 car garage. Wood burning fireplace, custom 

built-ins, refinished hardwood floors. Beautiful fenced 
yard with manicured lawn, stone patio and large deck.

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

A new principal is taking 
the helm at Mount Vernon 
Community School after the 
departure of Peter Balas.

Superintendent Alvin L. 
Crawley has appointed Liza 
Burrell-Aldana, acting assis-
tant principal at Mount Ver-
non, for the role. Burrell-Al-
dana is replacing Balas, who 
will become principal of T.C. 
Williams High School in July.

Burrell-Aldana has been 
assistant principal at Mount 
Vernon since July 2014 and 
acted as summer school prin-
cipal of Mount Vernon in 
2016. 

Bilingual in Spanish and 
English, Burrell-Aldana is 
well equipped to take charge 
of Mount Vernon, a full dual 
language program school. She 
has focused on the dual lan-

guage program since arriving 
at the school. 

Prior to joining Mount 
Vernon, she served as lead 
teacher at two dual language 
schools in Arlington.

Burrell-Aldana is set to of-
ficially start her new role on 
July 1.

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Victor Powell will become 
the new principal at Matthew 
Maury Elementary School 
this summer.

Currently assistant princi-
pal at Samuel W. Tucker El-
ementary School, Powell has 
a track record of strong lead-
ership. His work at Tucker has 
led to increases in reading and 

mathematics benchmarks. 
He’s previously occupied 
administrative roles at Park 
View High School in Sterling, 
Virginia and at Freedom High 
School in Loudoun County. 

Before becoming an ad-
ministrator, Powell was a 
math teacher. While teaching 
at Warrenton Middle School 

in Fauquier County, he con-
tributed to a huge jump in 
the school’s sixth grade math 
scores.

Powell will begin his new 
role on July 1.

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Senior Services of Alexan-
dria is winning accolades for 
its grocery delivery program, 
designed to help seniors who 
aren’t able to regularly get to 
the grocery store.

T h e  C o m m o nwe a l t h 
Council on Aging awarded 
Senior Services of Alexan-
dria its ‘best practices’ award 
for its “Groceries to Go” pro-
gram.

The council, which is re-
sponsible for advising the 
governor on issues that im-
pact Virginians who are 60 
and older, judges nominees 
based on factors like commu-
nity impact, innovation, out-
comes, promotion of aging in 
the community and its ability 
to be replicated. This year, the 
council received 24 nominees 
for the award.

“Groceries to Go” pairs 
older Alexandrians with vol-

unteers who shop at partner-
ing grocery stores and, in 
turn, pick up and drop off the 
groceries for program recipi-
ents. The volunteers also help 
the recipients put groceries 
away, while also checking on 
their well-being. 

“The program fills the gap 
between the time when older 
adults are not able to shop in-
dependently due to a disabil-
ity or limited mobility, but 
are not yet ready for Meals on 
Wheels,” Marcia DuBois, di-
rector of the Division for the 
Aging and the Virginia De-
partment for Aging and Re-
habilitative Services, said in a 
news release. 

Senior Services of Alex-
andria will receive the award 
at a ceremony on May 9.

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

New principal for Mount Vernon Community School

New principal to lead Matthew Maury 
Elementary School

Alexandria nonprofit wins 
commonwealth-wide award

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2017), and visit  
www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products. You can also contact  
us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

 COURTESY PHOTO

Community Lodgings held a groundbreaking on Tuesday 
to kick off a major renovation of its transitional housing 
property in Alexandria. HomeAid Northern Virginia and four 
local home builders - Brookfield Residential, Evergreene 
Homes, M/I Homes and Richmond American Homes - 
will lead the estimated $650,000 renovation of the six 
unit property. Pictured from L to R: Melissa Waller, Helen 
McIlvaine, Jack Gallagher, Cris Maina, Marie Musella, Lynn 
Thomas, Kristyn Burr, Greg Poulson, Russ Rosenberger, 
Jerry Berman, Barry Schwartz.
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Two men robbed

Driver killed after running red light

Alexandria police are inves-
tigating a robbery that occurred 
in the unit block of West Nelson 
Street on Thursday, May 4. Two 
male Alexandrians, ages 19 and 
21, were robbed by two unknown 
suspects at around 1 p.m. No one 
was injured in the incident.  

“At this time I don’t have 
specifics about whether or not 
a weapon was used during the 
robbery, as it’s still an active in-
vestigation,” said Laura Binz, a 
spokeswoman for the Alexandria 
Police Department.  

Police did not release sus-

pect descriptions. Anyone with 
information about this incident 
is asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444. 
Callers may remain anonymous.

– jcullum@alextimes.com

A 79-year-old Fairfax man 
was killed after running a red 
light and striking a car at the in-
tersection of North Quaker Lane 
and Duke Street on Monday 
night. The incident occurred at 
around 10:45 p.m., when the car 
being driven southbound struck 
the other car. The driver who ran 
the light was killed and two pas-
sengers in the other vehicle were 

injured. 
“The driver of the striking 

vehicle died at the scene of the 
crash,” said Alexandria Police 
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal. 
“The family requested that his 
name not be released to the pub-
lic.” 

It is not clear if alcohol or 
drugs were a factor in the crash. 
The Criminal Investigations Sec-

tion and Crash Reconstruction 
Team are investigating the colli-
sion.

Alexandria Police ask that 
witnesses or people with infor-
mation regarding this incident 
contact Detective Loren King at 
703-746-6689.

– jcullum@alextimes.com

After controversy, 
first of Carr’s east Old 
Town properties opens 

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

There was a time when Ho-
tel Indigo’s rising up on Alex-
andria’s waterfront at all was in 
question.

The boutique hotel, which 
opened on May 5 on the 200 
block of South Union Street, 
became ensnared in a prolonged 
and often nasty fight between 
vocal residents, the city and 
property developer Carr Hospi-
tality from the project’s develop-
mental stages.

Since the low point in 2012, 

when neighbors filed a lawsuit 
against the city, tensions have 
eased between residents and the 
hotelier. Improved relations stem 
in part from the effort Hotel In-
digo’s management has made 
to reach out to the community 
directly and indirectly. It en-
listed local restaurateur Cathal 
Armstrong to open its in-hotel 
restaurant and the hotel will sell 
local goods in its in-house store.

Kate Ellis, general manager 
at Hotel Indigo, said those ef-
forts aren’t unique to this loca-
tion of the hotel, which has 75 
locations in all and 45 across the 
U.S. – but they are particularly 
significant in a community like 

Old Town.
“We want people to have a 

local experience versus some-
thing that’s cookie cutter. For 
Hotel Indigo, that’s particularly 
important because there’s such 
a strong community and such a 
strong bond between the com-
munity and local businesses,” 
Ellis said.

Though Ellis wasn’t present 
for most of the controversy sur-
rounding the development of the 
property Hotel Indigo occupies, 
she said the relationship with the 
community is positive now.

“Thankfully, that’s some-
thing that happened during 
the development of the project. 
Now, there’s just local curiosity. 
As the project has come to life, 
there’s been a lot of excitement,” 
Ellis said. 

The 120-room hotel expects 
to debut Armstrong’s new res-
taurant, Hummingbird Bar & 
Kitchen, next month. The res-
taurant will have 80 seats inside 
and 40 seats on the patio and will 
feature a menu centered around 
seafood and locally sourced in-
gredients. 

In addition to the restau-
rant, the hotel also includes lo-
cal decor, including pieces from 
the Torpedo Factory, The Art 
League and local sculptor Chris 
Erney on a rotating basis. 

Ellis is also uniquely 
equipped to engage the com-
munity, as someone who has 
worked in hospitality in Old 
Town, including Kimpton Prop-
erty hotels, for just under a de-
cade.

“I’ve been fortunate be-
cause I’ve worked in Old Town 
for the past eight years,” Ellis 
said. “We’re fortunate that this 
is a great community that really 
wraps itself around its neighbor-
hood.”

Despite the hotel’s attempts 
to reach out to the community, 
some residents aren’t satisfied. 
Bert Ely, who was deeply in-
volved in Friends of the Alexan-
dria Waterfront, is one of them.

“We always felt that it was 
not appropriate for that site, 
but council looked upon hotels 
as big income generators,” Ely 
said.

Ely said his major concern is 

that the construction of the ho-
tel could breed more waterfront 
development. So far, that hasn’t 
necessarily been the case, with 
one of Carr’s three planned ho-
tels being scrapped. But there 
are still plans to construct a sec-
ond hotel on the waterfront at 
Robinson Terminal North.

 He also said the city is too 
willing to allow developers to 
get their way.

“The city needs develop-
ment, but they’re too accom-
modating, particularly at the ex-
pense of the residents,” Ely said.

Ely said residents in the 
community haven’t warmed up 
to the idea of the hotel, but have 
accepted the circumstances.

“It’s a done deal. It’s there,” 
Ely said. “I wonder how well it’s 
going to do.”

Other residents, includ-
ing former Councilman David 
Speck, are in favor of utilizing 
Alexandria’s waterfront.

“You cannot dismiss con-
cerns, but I think that there are 
two perspectives,” Speck said. 

Hotel Indigo debuts on Alexandria’s waterfront

SEE HOTEL                      | 25
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Celebrate Bike to Work Day in Alexandria!
On Friday, May 19, Alexandria residents will be among the thousands of area commuters who 
will celebrate Bike to Work Day by cycling to work and participating in special events around 
the region. 

The Market Square pit stop, sponsored by GO Alex, will be open from 6:30 a.m. until 8:30 a.m.

Visit www.biketoworkmetrodc.org and register today to visit Market Square or one of three 
other Alexandria pit stops on May 19.

•	 Old Town/Market Square: (301 King St.)

•	 Carlyle (300 John Carlyle St.)

•	 Del Ray: (2704 Mount Vernon Ave.)

•	 Mark Center: (Directly across from 4825 Mark Center Dr.)

Register by May 12 to receive a free t-shirt, water bottle, and be entered into a raffle!
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Call or visit TheCharlestonWaldorf.com | 301-932-7013
45 Saint Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Maryland 20603

IT IS OUR

1 YEAR

ANNIVERSARY

AND WE ARE CELEBRATING

WITH A GIFT FOR YOU!

  1 MONTH RENT FREE  ♥  

 OF  WAL DORF,  M D  
Sets the New Standard of healthy living, social interaction,
good friends and dedicated staff in a warm inviting atmosphere 

honestly more expensive ones 
to deal with a set of deferred 
items that have gone on for far 
too long…. Our residential real 
estate market is stagnant. While 
it’s a slight growth this year… 
we’re seeing still challenges in 
the commercial real estate mar-
ket.  Our retailers are hurting, 

and I think the way we drive and 
support, quite honestly, contin-
ued growth is with investing in 
our infrastructure.” 

The budget includes a $242.6 
million operating appropria-
tion for the city transfer to the 
Alexandria City Public School 
system. Council also approved 
the school system’s 2018-2027 

Capital Improvement Program 
allocation of $373 million, a 
$238 million reduction over the 
Alexandria City School Board’s 
March recommendation of $611 
million. This year’s CIP al-
location is $19 million – $13.5 
million less than the superin-
tendent’s original proposal to 
the city manager. Council also 

identified $11 million to be held 
in contingency for School and 
City facility needs, which may 
or may not be released at a later 
date.

The budget leaves the school 
system with a $2.1 million gap 
in its approved operating bud-
get, and the school board and 
superintendent will begin the 
public process of identifying 
potential reductions within the 
next two weeks. Those reduc-
tions include delaying a full step 
increase for ACPS staff, cutting 
staff positions and putting fa-
cility modernization efforts on 
hold. 

“The aim will be to protect 
our classrooms as far as possible 
and impact staff as little as pos-
sible. However, 88 percent of the 
entire Operating Budget for the 
schools is personnel-related,” 
according to an ACPS release. 

Council also approved the 
creation of a joint Ad Hoc Alex-
andria Municipal Facilities Plan 
Task Force to work with the city 
manager to prioritize and coor-
dinate capital spending within 
the city and school system. 
Nominations are being sought 
for nine highly qualified or dis-
interested persons who live or 
work in Alexandria and do not 
hold or have held elected office. 
The group will prioritize spend-
ing for approximately $700 mil-
lion in capital improvements to 
the city. 

Silberberg supported the 
creation of the task force, but not 
the six-figure price tag that went 
along with it. 

“We should not use these 
outside consultants that will be 
charging us about $300,000,” 
she said, adding that constitu-
ents have emailed her complain-
ing about the increases in taxes 
and fees. “We’re getting emails 
from a number of longtime resi-
dents who feel extreme stress, 
and now that they are actually 
considering moving.” 

For Alexandria taxpayers, 
the budget means the average 
property owner will pay about 
$459 more in taxes and fees next 
fiscal year, which begins on July 
1, over FY 2017. The total would 
have been $70 higher, except the 
city waived the first installment 

of the biannually billed storm 
water fee to give itself time to 
establish processes for accept-
ing payments from residents. 

The fee and tax increases 
have alarmed some city resi-
dents. Former city councilor 
Frank Fannon, a Republican, 
said that council has lost its 
sense of fiscal responsibility. 

“The city manager came out 
with a sensible budget, and the 
council members just did what 
they wanted,” he said. “It is very 
disappointing to hard-working 
Alexandrians that there is a total 
tax and spend mentality on the 
current city council.” 

Bert Ely of the Old Town 
Civic Association said that taxes 
have driven away many of his 
neighbors.

SEE BUDGET                       | 25

We’ll sit back 
and brag all 

day and say, ‘Hey, 
I live in historic 
Alexandria.’ It’s 
time to pay up, 
and to keep that 
title we have to do 
something about it, 
and basically that’s 
why I’m supporting 
this tax increase – as 
difficult as it is.”

– Willie Bailey, member, 
Alexandria City Council

Willie Bailey
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SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Stately residence with well-designed 2008 expansion and 
restoration. Sited on over an acre of landscaped grounds, this fine 
property has lovely light, and is ideal for large-scale entertaining.
909 Vicar Lane  $3,195,000.

Beautifully appointed town home with 2-car garage parking. High 
ceilings, 3 bedrooms with ensuite baths, wood flooring throughout 
and excellent storage. Originally built with all possible builder-
upgrades. Faces South Payne St. 1300 C Duke St  $875,000.

Enjoy the convenience of living on just 2 levels, 
with a guest suite on the top floor. Three 
bedrooms/3.5 baths and super location only 
2 blocks to the river front. 204 Franklin St.  
$975,000.

IN TOWN ESTATE STEPS TO KING ST METRO

LIVE ON TWO LEVELS CHARMING COTTAGE LIVING ST. ASAPH SQUARE

703-628-2440 | diann.carlson@gmail.com
121 North Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA. 22314
Associate Broker 
DIANN HICKS CARLSON

SPRING GALLERYWEICHERT ®

Old Town

Coming Soon. Rarely available “Patio Unit” 
at sought-after St. Asaph Square. Garage 
parking, wood burning fireplace, gorgeous 
renovated, open-plan kitchen, and updated 
baths. 800 South St. Asaph Street #208  
$415,000

Located on a private block in Old Town, 
this delightful town home offers a four-
season sun room overlooking a private brick 
patio garden. Two bedrooms/two baths 
& parking. 926 South St. Asaph Street  
$799,900.
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Dennis Crayon • Gallery 311
California Polaroid 24” x 24”

See this piece, plus new work from 13 other artists
in the TAG All Member Group Show; May 5 - 24

Opening reception: May 11 from 6 - 8:30pm        

With more than 200 artists 
featured in the studios and 

galleries of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center, there is always new 
art (and new artists) to discover.
Come in and explore what we 

are creating today.

Working Artists • Open Studios

 The Torpedo Factory Artists
105 N. Union St; Alexandria, VA

Open 10 am - 6 pm daily and 
until 9 pm on Thursdays

Individual studio hours vary

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

#madeinalexandria

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists

Dejan Jovanovic • Studio 15
Commission CCXLVIII- 18K rose gold with over 
2 carats of brilliant-cut and raw diamonds.
www.DejanStudioJewelry.com @dejanstudiojewelry

Lack of public bathrooms a sticky issue for Old Town
Tourists have no place 
to go on west end of 
King Street
BY JAMES CULLUM 

Alcohol, drugs and other 
bathroom-related messes led 
Dunkin’ Donuts to finally put 
combination locks on the bath-
room doors at its Old Town 
store in March. 

“It became a problem be-
cause potheads kept using the 
bathroom,” said store man-
ager Marvin Chavez. “Peo-
ple wouldn’t buy something. 
They would walk in and go to 
the bathroom and then leave 
straight away. They would 
smoke weed in the bathroom 
or they would roll up and just 
leave tobacco in the toilet.” 

Chavez said that it’s com-
mon to see people stay all day 
at the small shop at 1640 King 
St., charging their phones and 
using the bathrooms without 
buying anything. 

“It’s gotten a lot better 

since we installed the lock,” 
Chavez said. “But it smelled 
like weed the day after the 
lock was installed. I had to 
clean the bathroom because it 
smelled so nasty.” 

Dunkin’ Donuts is one of 
many Old Town businesses 
steaming because of Alexan-
dria’s shortage of public rest-
room facilities. The city has 
no 24-hour public restrooms, 
leaving tourists and guests 
with few options to find re-
lief, especially away from City 
Hall and west on King Street. 
Old Town’s Braddock Road 
and King Street stations also 
do not have public restrooms.

It’s a tricky issue for busi-
nesses and tourists alike, con-
sidering Alexandria saw 3.5 
million visitors during the 
2016 fiscal year, according to 
Visit Alexandria.

Misha’s Coffeehouse and 
Roaster, centrally located at 
102 S. Patrick St., has two of 
the arguably busiest toilets in 

Alexandria. Manager Jesse 
Voegtle estimates that more 
than 100 people use the cof-
feehouse’s toilets throughout 
the day. He said that Misha’s 
originally bought a $1,200 As-
cent II Macerating Toilet Sys-
tem to process waste, but that 
it broke. The coffee shop has 
since bought another $1,200 
unit. 

It’s not just about cost, 
however, for Misha’s. 

“Alexandria should have 
more public restrooms. We do 
get a whole lot of people using 
our restrooms without buying 
anything,” Voegtle said. “We 
don’t fight it. It’s not worth the 
embarrassment. We get a lot of 
homeless people who use our 
bathrooms like it’s their show-
er. They don’t have any place 
to go a lot of the time.” 

The impact goes beyond 
businesses in Old Town. 
Some tourists, such as Alli-
son Hewitt, who was visiting 
Alexandria from Winston-

Salem, North Carolina last 
week with her husband and 
two sons, say the lack of public 
bathrooms is noticeable.

“This is our first time here. 
As a tourist attraction, I would 
expect there to be some sort of 
public restrooms available,” 
she said, and looked down at 
her son. “You think you guys 
can make it back to the hotel?”

“Yeah, but I kind of have 
to go now,” said her son, Colin 
Hewitt.  

Sarah Swenson, assistant 
general manager of Joe The-
ismann’s Restaurant, which is 
located across the street from 
the King Street Metro at 1800 
Diagonal Rd., said their loca-
tion makes them a perfect tar-
get for customers with the St. 
Vidas dance. 

“We see a lot of people who 
come in just to use the bath-
room,” Swenson said. “It’s 

SEE BATHROOM                | 9
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Misha’s Coffeehouse and Roaster bought two $1,200 Ascent II Mac-
erating Toilet Systems to process the waste of over 100 daily users.
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Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 
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only annoying when they do 
something destructive to the 
bathrooms… There’s no rea-
son why this city shouldn’t 
have more public bathrooms.”

Some King Street restau-
rants have taken measures 
to curb the influx of visitors. 
Pines of Florence, a restau-
rant serving lunch and dinner 
located at 1300 King St., has 
a sign on their front door that 
reads: “Bathrooms are for cus-
tomers only.” 

“If you want to use the 
bathroom, you should buy 
something, or at least have a 
good attitude,” said restaurant 
manager Jay Espirito. “People 
just walk in and go straight to 
the bathroom. But now, with 
the sign on the door, they ask 
and we let them in because we 
know the city doesn’t have any 
public bathrooms.” 

These Old Town public re-
strooms are available during 
normal business hours: 
●	Alexandria	 Black	 History	

Museum, 902 Wythe St.

●	Alexandria	 City	 Hall,	 301	
King St.

●	Alexandria	 Visitors	 Center	
(Ramsay House), 221 King 
St.

●	Barrett	Branch	Library,	717	
Queen St.

●	Charles	Houston	Recreation	
Center, 901 Wythe St.

●	City	Marina	(next	to	Black-
wall Hitch restaurant)

●	The	Lyceum,	 201	S.	Wash-
ington St.

●	Market	Square	Garage,	108	
N. Fairfax St.

●	Nannie	 J.	 Lee	 Rereation	
Center, 1108 Jefferson St.

●	Stabler-Leadbeater	 Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St.

●	Torpedo	Factory	Art	Center,	
105 N. Union St.
State and city code require 

public and private commercial 

buildings and businesses to al-
low customers access to their 
restrooms. City officials main-
tain that Alexandria’s bath-
room arsenal is slowly build-
ing and that efforts have been 
made by the city to remedy the 
problem.

Alexandria Vice Mayor 
Justin Wilson points to the 
installation of the public 
bathroom next to restaurant 
Blackwall Hitch, which is ac-
cessible from the outside of 
the restaurant and serves the 
waterfront and marina area, 
as an example of the city’s ef-
forts. The city is responsible 
for operating and maintaining 
that facility.

 “This has been talked 
about quite a bit over the 
years,” Wilson said. “That’s 
why we added public bath-
rooms outside Blackwall 
Hitch when they opened in 
2015. There was a desire, and 
we do hear it from visitors 
from time to time, that there is 
a lack of public bathrooms… 
I would be more inclined to 
consider a more permanent 
solution. We’re about to pump 
a lot of money into the water-
front, and so there’s no reason 
as part of those projects [not] 
to incorporate some bathroom 
accessibility into them.” 

In addition, city officials 
say there are plans in the 
works to build more facilities 
over the next decade.

“As part of the Waterfront 
Plan implementation, the city 
is planning to provide addi-
tional restrooms in two lo-
cations, coincident with the 
construction of park pavilion 
buildings housing pump sta-
tion equipment. The locations 
are in Waterfront Park on 
Strand Street, and at the end 
of Thompson’s Alley, near 
where the Seaport Foundation 
building is today,” said City of 
Alexandria spokesman Craig 
Fifer in an email. 

“The time frame for in-
stallation and the number of 
stalls is still unknown at this 
point, but the work is generally 
funded in the 10-year Capital 
Improvement Program, and 

the city is currently working 
on a construction phasing plan 
to adjust the funding schedule 
next cycle.”

The city also installs por-
table toilets for certain special 
events, including festivals at 
its waterfront parks.

Those efforts won’t, how-
ever, provide immediate relief 
for businesses like Dunkin’ 
Donuts, where Chavez auto-
matically walks over and un-
locks the bathroom for a Met-
ro Bus driver. 

“I just open it for people 

because I’m not really try-
ing to pick a fight,” he said. 
“They’ll pick a fight with me 
as soon as I say they have to 
buy something. It’s just tiring 
to deal with.” 
  – jcullum@alextimes.com
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 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.
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seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
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of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

Kiskadee changes hands
New owner stepping 
in at popular Del Ray 
boutique

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The Del Ray boutique 
that started as the brainchild 

of longtime Alexandria resi-
dents Darby Rush and Neil 
Hall more than a decade ago is 
passing to new ownership.

Celeste Crutchfield, a 
resident of Del Ray, recently 
bought Kiskadee, a popu-

lar women’s apparel retailer 
known for its range of quirky 
styles in the heart of the neigh-
borhood’s commercial row at 
2205 Mount Vernon St.

Crutchfield was a customer 
and fan for years before she 

became interested in buying 
the store. She’s been such a 
devoted customer of Kiska-
dee that Rush can recall a time 
when Crutchfield trudged her 
way to the boutique during a 
snowstorm to buy Christmas 
presents.

When she developed an 
interest in running a shop for 
herself, Hall and Rush were 
among the first people she 
turned to as resources.

“I’ve lived in the neigh-
borhood and would walk over 
since it’s so close to home,” 
Crutchfield said. “It’s always 
been a special spot.”

As it happened, Hall and 
Rush were getting ready to 
move on from Kiskadee.  Vir-
ginia Beach native Rush is 
returning to her hometown 
within the next few years with 
her husband and Hall is relo-
cating to Annapolis with her 
husband.

Though the duo knew their 
paths were diverging, they 
didn’t want to see Kiskadee 
shut down.

“Our lease was running out 

and we knew we didn’t want to 
close,” Rush said. “It was re-
ally a matter of timing.”

Crutchfield, an Air Force 
veteran and mom of two, 
swooped in just in time, and, 
since January, has been work-
ing in the boutique daily to 
learn the ins and outs. Though 
the sale is final, Rush and Hall 
are still around to help Crutch-
field through the changeover.

“People are still happy to 
come in here and it’s been a 
nice transition,” Crutchfield 
said. “I want people to get 
used to me and to be a good 
addition to the store.”

Leaving the store behind 
is difficult for Rush, who has 
spent 11 years building Kiska-
dee from “bar zero” and calls 
the boutique her baby. She 
recalls when she first stum-
bled on the building due to a 
chance run-in with its land-
lord, Scott Mitchell. She re-
members walking down to the 
7/11 on Mount Vernon Street 
to get lunch while she and Hall 

 PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

Kiskadee’s new owner, Celeste Crutchfield, and longtime owner, 
Darby Rush, stand in front of the popular Del Ray boutique located 
on Mount Vernon Avenue. Crutchfield began the process of buying 
the boutique in January.

SEE KISKADEE                | 11
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The boutique, which Darby Rush and Neil Hall opened in 2007, carries an array of women’s clothing, accessories, 
shoes and gifts. All merchandise is inspired by Rush and Hall’s experiences growing up in coastal Virginia. 

worked on Kiskadee’s buildout. 
“Change can be hard, but it can also be positive,” 

Rush said. “Everyone has loved having the store 
here. My favorite times have been when someone 
has bought a gift for a friend or a family member, 
and then comes back to tell me how much that per-
son loved it. It’s been rewarding.”

There’s also comfort in knowing that, though 
she’s leaving the store behind, Crutchfield is more 
than capable of leading the store in the coming 
years.

“Celeste is going to carry on our tradition,” Rush 
said.

As for Crutchfield, she’s excited to get started. 
Backed by her husband of 14 years, Paul, and her 
children, now 8 and 10, she’s ready to start a new 
career.

She said customers should expect consistency 
and a commitment to customer service. 

“There won’t be any changes. Customers should 
expect the same level of service,” Crutchfield said.

Kiskadee may not be the last retail creation for 
Rush – but the next will likely not be in Alexandria.

“It’s bittersweet,” Rush said. “Maybe someday 
I’ll open another baby.” 

– aepitropoulos@alextimes.com
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Elizabeth Lucchesi
703.868.5676 cell
703.519.6613 direct
 

Elizabeth@LizLuke.com
LizLuke.com
 

“We’ll get you home!”

L ONG  &  F O ST E R  O L D  T OW N  R E A LTOR  S P OT L IG H T

 An effective team is one where 
each person’s talents complement 
those of their cohorts and the indi-
viduals form a cohesive group. This 
is true in sports and also in business. 
Elizabeth Lucchesi has taken the 
team concept to new heights with 
her seven-member LizLuke team at 
Long and Foster.
 A Richmond native, Lucchesi 
got her start in real estate after a 
guest at her brother’s wedding urged 
her to consider the career path.  
She began in property management 
working to find the right renters for 
high-end apartment communities. 
 After the September 11 attacks, 
Lucchesi decided she didn’t want to 
travel as much and decided to work 
for herself at a smaller real estate 
brokerage. “My watershed moment 
was in 2008 when I decided I wanted 

to spend more time working with 
clients,” she said. “That’s when I 
created my team.”
 The LizLuke team has a division 
of labor where each person has a 
clear job. “I interface with clients,” 
Lucchesi said. “What I do then is 
effectively find the right person for 
each job on the team.”
 Before creating her team, Luc-
chesi was able to work with about  
30 clients in 2008. Last year she 
was able to assist 98 clients. She has 
helped buyers and sellers with pur-
chases on 892 homes since 2002. “It’s 
been a wonderful journey,” she said.
 In addition to building her busi-
ness, Lucchesi has spent considerable 
time giving back to the Alexandria 
community. “This city has given so 
much to me, I need to give back,” 
she said.

 Lucchesi has supported many 
non-profits through the years, in-
cluding the Child and Family  
Network Center, Rebuilding Together 
Alexandria, Carpenter’s Shelter, the 
Running Brooke fund, First Baptist 
Church Alexandria, the Animal 
Welfare League and Charles Barrett 
and Maury Elementary schools.
 Lucchesi’s giving has not gone 
unnoticed in the community, as she 
was just named Volunteer Alexandria’s 
Small Business Philanthropist of the 
Year.  She said she was completely 
taken aback when she learned of  
the award.
 “It’s pretty cool,” she said. “I had 
no idea. There are so many people 
who perpetually ‘do for others’. To 
me it’s a privilege to give back,” she 
concluded.

Elizabeth Lucchesi • Lifetime Member, Top Producer

Buying a piece of history City’s deal to purchase 
Prince Street home en-
sures its preservation

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

There isn’t a detail of 517 
Prince St. that goes unnoticed 
by its owner of 16 years, Joe 
Reeder. 

He enjoys pointing out 
those seemingly minute de-
tails to guests – the line that 
delineates where the original 
set of stairs to the upper level 
begins, the pipe in the dining 
room where a gas lamp used 
to be. 

It’s his attention to detail 
and passion for preservation 
and history that first brought 
him to the Prince Street house. 
Since he bought the home, 
considered one of the most 
well-preserved 18th century 
dwellings left – not just in Al-
exandria but in all of North-
ern Virginia – for $850,000 
in 2001, he’s invested nearly 
$500,000 into maintaining it 
and ordering historic studies 

on it.
Reeder, a lifelong preserva-

tion advocate who has owned 
historic homes throughout 
Alexandria for 55 years, is 
still dedicated to preserving 
the home. That’s why he ap-
proached Lance Mallamo, di-
rector of the office of historic 
Alexandria, as he pondered 
putting it up for sale. 

“I wanted it to be pre-
served,” Reeder said, while 
sitting in an antique armchair 
in the living room.  The home’s 
timber foundation indicates 
it was built in 1772. “This 
house could easily be ruined 
by someone with money and 
without historical knowledge.” 

Mallamo agrees with 
Reeder’s assessment, say-
ing that renovation is a huge 
concern in a building with so 
much historic value.

“If he had sold it to some-
one else, one of the things 
I always say is, the greatest 
enemy to a historic house is 

SEE HISTORY                   | 13
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Joe Reeder, a lifelong preservationist, has occupied historic 517 Prince St. for 16 years. He’ll continue to 
live in the 18th century house, though the city recently purchased the property. Eventually, the city plans 
to convert the home and property into a public space. 
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someone with lots of money,” 
Mallamo said. “It could have 
been stripped of its original 
finishes.” 

The city recently final-
ized its deal to buy the Prince 
Street home for $1.25 million, 
a cost financed exclusively by 
outside preservation grants 
from the commonwealth of 
Virginia and other groups. 

It’s an effort that Mallamo 
led after a deal fell through that 
would have seen the Northern 
Virginia Regional Parks Au-
thority purchase the home in 
conjunction with the city ex-
tending its lease on Cameron 
Run Park through 2036. 

“I was looking for outside 
money while also minimizing 
the city’s financial support. I 
was looking to get it complete-
ly financed,” Mallamo said.

The benefit to the city is 
clear: The home can function 
both as a park and as a living, 
breathing museum in the heart 
of Alexandria.

“By purchasing a project 

that was not only for historic 
preservation, but for preserva-
tion of open space, it’s a dual 
benefit,” Mallamo said. “We 
have limited park areas in Al-
exandria. This adds a beautiful 
public space one block from 
our main shopping street.”

Under the agreement, 
Reeder is guaranteed lifetime 
residency in the Prince Street 
home. He would like to see 
the property maintained and, 
if possible, used less as a mu-
seum with extensive foot traf-
fic and more as a venue for 
research. 

“Traipsing through with 40 
school children on a rainy day 
would be difficult,” Reeder 
said. 

Reeder said his friends in 
preservation claim the house 
is fragile and he worries that 
the home could require more 
maintenance than the city can 
afford if it gets the same vol-
ume of visitors as a museum 
housed in a modern building.

Mallamo said the city is 
also looking into the possibil-

ity of hosting classes at the 
home dedicated to numerous 
topics, such as historical cook-
ing. 

From a research and history 
perspective, there’s no doubt 
that 517 Prince St. is valu-
able. As Reeder points out, it’s 
one of the best examples of a 
home built in the 1700s that 

wasn’t owned by a member of 
America’s super elite, such as 
George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon and Thomas Jeffer-
son’s Monticello.

“Most of the buildings we 
have saved are ones belong-
ing to people that had money,” 
Reeder said. “This was owned 
by a successful family, but not 

a super wealthy family.”
It’s the uniqueness of the 

home – owned by well-off 
merchants and businessmen 
who could afford to keep it in 
the family, but weren’t quite 
wealthy enough to extensively 
renovate it – that contributes 

 PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

This kitchen is a later addition to the house. Joe Reeder has put 
$500,000 into renovating and maintaining the property since buying 
the home in 2001.
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• Chemical free daycare floors to protect  
my precious feet and body
• Super large indoor/outdoor play yards

• A cool new agility/fun yard
   • All organic grooming for a true  

    spa-like experience
 • Individual suites for a retreat-  
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       • Best natural food  
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In honor of its 5th Anniversary, 
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5% of May sales 
to ACT for Alexandria. 

Two matching gifts could push the  
total up to $30,000! Join us this month  
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Maury Lane Fund

SPORTS
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KeyShawn Davis, 18, a junior bantamweight, shadow boxing at the 
Alexandria Boxing Club. Davis won the National Golden Gloves tour-
nament last weekend. He hopes to win the U.S. Nationals tourna-
ment this December for a spot on the USA Olympic boxing team.

BOXING                  FROM | 1

Benton to become the National 
Golden Gloves champ by a 
unanimous decision. He has 
set his sights set on joining the 
USA Olympic Boxing team at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics with 
fellow Alexandria Boxing Club 
teammate Troy “The Trans-
former” Isley. Davis and Isley 
will have to win the USA Na-
tionals Boxing Tournament in 

Kansas City, Missouri, this De-
cember to make it on the team 
– for Davis, this will be the first 
time he’s gone to the Nationals. 

You might expect two ambi-
tious teenage boxers with their 
sights set on the same Olympic 
goal to be rivals, but, in fact, 
Davis and Isley have become 
friends and they goad each other 
during workouts. 

“We feed off each other’s en-

ergy,” said Isley, a middleweight 
who won the U.S.A. Boxing Na-
tional Championship last year. 

Dara Shen, the former USA 
Nationals Boxing champ who 
is considered the den mother of 
the boxing club, says the box-
ers form tight relationships for 
a reason. 

“The fighters in here are 
like a family,” she said. “There’s 
plenty of stories to tell here. Ev-
eryone has been through some 
type of struggle, and you put 
that struggle between yourself 
and the ring, and all of a sudden 
life starts to make sense.” 

Isley is headed on his own 
path, working toward the 2020 
Olympics, provided that he wins 
the Nationals again – a prospect 
made more realistic as members 
of the elite division are afforded 
training opportunities at the 
Team USA facility in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. This year 
he also heads to the 2017 Con-
tinental Boxing Championships 
in Honduras. If he places, he 
will qualify for the Internation-
al Boxing Association World 
Championships this summer in 
Hamburg, Germany. 

An Alexandria native and 
senior at T.C. Williams, Isley 
started boxing at the age of 10, 
after his father, Kevin, caught 
him fighting after daycare every 
day at Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center. 

“Once the bell rings, I’m a 
quick thinker. I know exactly 
what I’m going to do before I do 
it and after I finish it,” Isley said. 
“My goal is getting a gold medal 
and being the world champion 
and being known as one of the 
best pound-for-pound boxers 
ever.” 

Porter said that Isley is a 
natural. 

“Troy was born to fight. He’s 
not afraid of anything – height 
or reach. He’s got a little Marvin 
Hagler in him and he hits like 
Joe Louis,” he said. “He just has 
no fear, and if he does he hides 
it very well. He’s very calm. I’m 
the one nervous in the fight, be-
cause I don’t know what’s com-
ing. I just know he won’t lose. 
It’s the way he fights. He adjusts 
to every fighter. He can trans-

form himself, and that’s why we 
call him ‘The Transformer.’ He 
can walk into the ring and turn 
into something completely dif-
ferent.” 

If you’re wondering where 
Isley’s style comes from, look 
no further than his father. 

“Troy reminds me of me 
with his fighting style,” Kevin 
Isley said. “It’s the ferocity, 
it’s everything. Troy is a well-
rounded fighter now. Troy’s got 
it all, and he puts it together, he’s 
not just winging it. He knows 
how to set his opponents up.”  

As Isley moves toward 
championships, high school 
graduation and plans to attend 
college, Davis is looking to 
make an impact of his own.

“My ambition is to not only 
be great in boxing, but to inspire 
other people along the way,” 
Davis said. “I mostly want to 
provide for my family and turn 
a bad situation into something 
good.”

jcullum@alextimes.com 
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Alexandria City Public 
Schools will be represented 
at the Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals for the first time 
when they compete May 24 
to 27 at Michigan State Uni-

versity. Two ACPS teams — 
fifth graders from Douglas 
MacArthur Elementary and 
seventh graders from George 
Washington Middle School — 
competed at the state champi-
onship in Aldie, Virginia, on 
April 1.

Founded in 1978, Odyssey 

of the Mind is an international 
competition that challenges 
teams to go beyond conven-
tional thinking and engage 
in creative problem solving. 
Team members spend months 
working together to apply 
their creativity, knowledge, 
and talents to solve problems 

that range from designing and 
building vehicles, to present-
ing their own interpretation 
of classic artwork, to scripting 
comedic performances that 
involve complex costume and 
scene changes. One of the hall-
marks of the OM program is 
that team members must take 
on all aspects of the project 
without any outside assistance 
from parents, teachers, coach-

es, or other students.
“We formed an Odyssey 

team in 2011 when our kids 
were in second grade at Ma-
cArthur,” said Patrice Gotsch, 
who co-coaches the GWMS 
seventh grade team with Julie 
Bosland. “The kids put a ton of 
time and effort into Odyssey, 
working together on weekends 
and after school to bring their 
ideas to life.”

ACPS students reach Odyssey of the Mind world finals

COUNTRY DAY    SEE | 17
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  Also basketball camps 
at Saint Marys in  

Old Town!

Visit  
www.baroodycamps.com  

to register and find  
info on how to save  

10% today! 

Baroody Camps  
are now at Grace 
Episcopal school!

COURTESY PHOTO

George Washington Middle School team: Savannah Anderson, 
Cooper Bosland, Zach Bosland, Ethan Gotsch, Cassie Gortner, 
Ava Moultrhop, Cade Stinson. MacArthur Elementary School team: 
Henry Anderson, Keira Bosland, Tate Fagan, Miriam Gortner, Anna 
Moulthrop. Not pictured: Walker Kopp

Three local high school students win 
Major League Baseball scholarships

ACDS students serve the community 
on annual day of service

Three Alexandria high 
school students received 
$2,000 college scholarships 
last week from the Major 
League Baseball Players Trust 
and Volunteers of America. 
Recipients include Andrew 
Hershey from Bishop Ireton 
High School, Kathryn Manzo 
and Olivia Newsome from St. 
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School. 
All scholarship recipients 
are members of the Action 
Team® national youth volun-
teer program.

The scholarship awards are 
based on the volunteer activi-
ties, academic achievements 
and leadership skills of high 
school students serving as 
Action Team Captains. This 

school-year, Major Leagu-
ers and more than 500 Action 
Team Captains in 100 high 
schools across the country are 
working together to inspire 
the next generation of volun-
teers, while helping those in 
need. 

Each scholarship applica-
tion was reviewed by a com-
mittee comprised of represen-
tatives of the Major League 
Baseball Players Trust and 
Volunteers of America, and 
included Major Leaguers 
Mark Melancon of the San 
Francisco Giants and Craig 
Stammen of the San Diego 
Padres, both of whom are for-
mer members of the Washing-
ton Nationals.

Alexandria Country Day 
School students, teachers and 
staff recently spent the day 
in service to others. A cul-
mination of a robust service 
learning program that spans 
the entire school year, the day 
began with the entire school 
working together to package 
20,000 meals for Rise Against 
Hunger. 

This meal-packaging event 
has become an annual tradi-
tion and one many students 
and staff say is their favorite 

day of the year.  Following 
the meal packaging, students 
work on a service project with 
their grade.

Kindergarten and first 
grade packed food for Bless-
ings in a Backpack and 
worked in school gardens, 
while second grade cleaned 
up Taney Avenue Park and 
learned about service dogs. 
In third grade, students made 
posters and a video for an up-
coming blood drive. Fourth 
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BI model UN delegates meet Secretary of 
State Tillerson

On May 2, the Bishop 
Ireton Model UN delegates 
were treated to an unexpected 
event while in attendance at 
the UNA-USA Global Class-
room Model UN conference 
at the U.S. State Department.  
During the opening ceremo-
nies, U.S. Secretary of State, 
Rex Tillerson, made an ap-
pearance and spoke to the stu-
dents about world issues. One 
point that he made in particu-
lar during his remarks was 
that personal integrity was the 

most important and treasured 
attribute that anyone could 
possess.  

This year the 13th annual 
UNA-USA Global Class-
rooms Model UN conference 
hosted nearly 600 student 
delegates from 38 schools in 
the greater Washington Metro 
area. The BI team in atten-
dance consisted of ten student 
delegates representing a vari-
ety of positions in conference 
simulations.  Portions of the 
conference were held in the 

State Department conference 
meeting rooms as well as the 
Pan American Health Organi-
zation conference rooms.

BI student delegates who 
participated in this year’s con-
ference were:

Mavourneen Carr, Sarah 
Chopko, Rory Fedorochko, 
Braden Hoagland, Alice In-
nis, Samuel Matlock, Maddy 
McDade, Reganne Milano, 
Julianne Miranda and Libby 
York.

COURTESY PHOTO

graders made a video for the 
Little Free Library, and fifth 
graders explored the impor-
tance of play and fitness with 
PK Move. 

The sixth grade assembled 
3D printed prosthetic hands 
for Enabling the Future and 
cleaned up trash in a local 

park, and seventh graders 
worked on updating and bet-
ter communicating ACDS’s 
recycling program. Eighth 
graders focused on some of 
the youngest members of our 
community by visiting and 
learning about local preschool 
programs.

Freedom of the press  

is not just important  

to democracy, it is  

democracy.

- Walter Cronkite
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Join us for a summer semester!
Summer school doesn’t have to be boring. At Fusion, we have the 

ability to customize classes to each student’s individual strengths, 

interests, and learning style. Every class is taught with just one 
student and one teacher per classroom.  We offer academic tutoring, 

enrichment, and classes for credit for grades 6-12. Students can enroll 

at any time, and take classes at a time of day that works best for them. 

Learn more at FusionSummerClass.com.

Catch up, get ahead,
  or try something new 
    this summer.

Fusion Alexandria
FusionSummerClass.com

703.535.3130

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

Prestigious Latin awards honored to student 
and teacher at SSSAS 

Congratulations to senior 
J.P. Wilusz ‘17 and Upper 
School Latin teacher Ian Ho-
chberg at St. Stephen’s & St. 
Agnes School for being hon-
ored with two separate Latin 
awards this spring.

Wilusz won a prestigious 

National Latin Exam New 
Latin Educators Award. He 
will receive $2,000 for each 
year of college and gradu-
ate school to seek a degree 
to teach Latin, expenses paid 
to the American Classical 
League Summer Institute, and 

mentoring from experienced 
Latin teachers. Only six stu-
dents in the country received 
this scholarship. It is the most 
scholarship money a SSSAS 
Latin student has ever re-
ceived.

Hochberg received the 
Classical Association of Mid-
dle West and South Award 
for Outstanding Promotional 
Activity. This recognizes his 
students’ lessons on mythol-
ogy and astronomy, which 
they taught to our third grade 
science classes last year. 

Hochberg has managed the 
SSSAS Upper School Latin 
program for the past 15 years. 
He has coached five teams to 
state championships and two 
to national championships, 
sent thirteen students to Gov-
ernor’s School for Latin, and 
had ten students receive Lat-
in-related scholarship money. 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
students embrace outdoor learning 
opportunities

Commonwealth academy holds fair

On May 3 to 5, Imman-
uel Lutheran School Upper 
School students embarked 
on a favorite annual tradi-
tion, Science and Adventure 
Camps. Each year, ILS stu-
dents in grades five to eight 
partake in some off-campus 
learning during three days of 
camping and outdoor educa-
tion. Fifth and sixth grade 
students and teachers travel to 
Black Rock Retreat in Penn-
sylvania for Science Camp, 
while seventh and eighth 
grade students and teachers 
venture out to the Shenandoah 
Mountains for three days of 
adventure camping. 

During their time adven-
ture camping, the seventh and 

eighth grade classes spent 
time together completing a 
ropes course (below), explor-
ing Luray Caverns, and raft-
ing on the Shenandoah River 
through Shenandoah River 
Outfitters. Students camped 
right on the Shenandoah River 
in Luray and were responsible 
for planning and preparing all 
their own meals. 

At Black Rock Retreat 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
the fifth and sixth grade stu-
dents had the chance to sleep 
in cabins, study natural envi-
ronment and habitats, prac-
tice survival skills, and build 
teamwork skills during three 
days of embodied learning.

Commonwealth Acad-
emy’s Middle School held its 
first Innovation Fair on April 
28th. The seventh and eighth 
grades were challenged to 
design a marketable prod-
uct from everyday materials. 

Sixth grade students designed 
products using just duct tape 
and their creativity. Students 
showcased their products to 
judges, parents and the school 
community.

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO
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KATHERINE NAVA

LUMP BLUE CRAB CAKES served with Old Bay toasted semolina pasta, haricot verts and 
tartar sauce.

Virtue Feed 
  and Grain

At a Glance:
Restaurant: Virtue Feed & Grain
Location: 106 S. Union St.
Neighborhood: Old Town

Owners: Murray Bonitt,  
Trip Howell, Ryan Katz,  
Jay Bonitt
Year opened: 2011

Type of food: Modern  
American Tavern Menu
Hours: Monday–Thursday:  
11:30 a.m.–11 p.m. 
Friday: 11:30 a.m.–12:30 a.m. 

Saturday: 11 a.m.–12:30 a.m. 
Sunday: 10 a.m.–11 p.m.
Contact: www.virtuefeedgrain.com 
571-970-3669

The historic building that 
houses Virtue Feed & Grain 
was once a feed warehouse in 
the 1800s, bordering historic 
Wales Alley. Today, Virtue 
feeds the people in an updat-
ed cool, rustic-modern space 
reminiscent of its historic 
function, defined with warm 
period wood, industrial-style 
tables and soaring open ceil-
ings, as well as one of the 
largest outdoor patios in Old 
Town.

Led by Corporate Execu-
tive Chef Graham Duncan 
and Executive Chef Dilver 
Mejia, Virtue’s culinary team 
has created a modern Ameri-
can tavern menu, made with 
fresh, local ingredients, ro-
bust flavors, and a seasonal 
perspective. Favorites include 
the tasty Tuna Tataki Tacos, 
rich and creamy Old Town 

Crab Dip, pineapple bbq Huli 
Huli Ribs, Lump Blue Crab 
Cakes and decadent Peanut 
Butter and Chocolate Icebox 
Pie. 

Large concrete bars span 
both levels of the restaurant, 
which serves up local brews, 
house-made sangria, premi-
um wines and creative cock-
tails, including the ever-pop-
ular Stardust or the new Ruby 
Red Tini. 

In addition to being a 
hotspot for diners, Virtue is a 
popular venue for weddings, 
corporate events and festivi-
ties of all types throughout 
the year. With a capacity of 
up to 300 guests, impressive 
decor and a fantastic profes-
sional event staff, Virtue is 
an ideal spot to host your next 
celebration.

A SPECIAL RESTAURANT REPORT IN THE ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  E AT

DAVID COLEMAN

Virtue’s expansive outdoor patio is an ideal spot for a summer cocktail or dinner al fresco.

Living
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Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
Still fun, but less 
clever this time 
around

BY RICHARD ROEPER

Like many a sequel to a 
slam-bang, much-liked mega-
hit, “Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 2” isn’t quite as much fun, 
not quite as clever, not quite as 
fresh as the original, but it still 
packs a bright and shiny and 
sweet punch. 

Any big-budget superhero 
movie willing to place the 
opening action sequence in 
soft-focus background while a 
baby tree jams to ELO’s “Mr. 
Blue Sky” is all right by me. 

The original “Guardians” 
(2014) was like the class clown 
of superhero movies, if the 
class clown also had a strong 
heart and a supple brain lurk-
ing beneath the goofball ex-
terior. It was cool and snarky 
and warm and fuzzy at the 
same time. It was one of those 
movies you know you’re going 
to see again and enjoy just as 
much the second time around. 

“Guardians of the Galaxy 
2” follows the same recipe, 
from the return of that lovable 
ragtag band of universe-sav-
iors to the constant bickering 
and bantering to the Awesome 

Mix tape soundtrack of pop-
rock hits from the 1970s. And 
of course, in the tradition of 
just about every sequel ever, 
we’re introduced to new, im-
portant characters as well.

I’ve always liked the corny, 
AM-friendly, storytelling hit 
“Brandy (You’re a Fine Girl)” 
by Looking Glass. It’s put to 
good use here, just to the brink 
of overkill. I’m good with not 
hearing “Brandy (You’re a 
Fine Girl)” by Looking Glass 
until about 2020.

One of the most impressive 
special effects in this candy-
colored, explosion-riddled, 
3-D extravaganza is the ap-
pearance of a young Kurt Rus-
sell in a 1980 prelude at the top 
of the story. Russell’s character 
of Ego is romancing Meredith 
Quill, who will become the 
mother of Peter Quill/Star-
Lord. (Reports say a combina-
tion of CGI and makeup and 
other tricks of the trade gave 
us the young Kurt. I’d rather 
not know. It’s just pretty amaz-
ing to see what appears to be 
a 30ish Kurt Russell, awesome 
‘80s haircut flowing in the 
breeze.) 

They’re zipping down the 
highway, clearly in love, sing-
ing along to “Brandy (You’re 
a Fine Girl).” And then Ego 

shows Meredith a strange orb 
glowing in the woods, and he 
talks about his master plan, 
and ... 

Cut to 34 years later, with 
the Guardians of the Galaxy 
gearing up for battle. In addi-
tion to Chris Pratt’s wisecrack-
ing but noble Peter, there’s Zoe 
Saldana’s brave (and green), 
but emotionally cautious 
Gamora; Dave Bautista’s hulk-
ing and ferocious but rather 
dim and goofy Drax; the sly 
and outwardly selfish Rocket 
(voiced by Bradley Cooper), 
and the adorable Baby Groot 
(voiced by Vin Diesel). 

The Guardians get mixed 
up in all kinds of dangerous in-
tergalactic hijinks interspersed 
with sticky-sweet sentimental 
moments. Songs such as Fleet-
wood Mac’s “The Chain” and 
Cat Stevens’ “Father and Son” 
set the tone (and in some cases, 
hammer home the point). 

At times the special effects 
are wondrous and cool; other 
times, they’re so cheesy and 
obviously CGI one can’t help 
but wonder if that’s the effect 
director James Gunn and the 
army of special effects wizards 
were trying to achieve. (Scenes 
on various planets when ooz-

ing blue goop spreads across 
landscapes, apparently kill-
ing thousands of humans and 
other human-like species, are 
straight out of a B-movie.) 

Michael Rooker has one 
of the best roles in the movie 
as Yondu, the infamous space 
pirate with the blue skin and 
startlingly horrible teeth and 
red, Mohawk-like device atop 
his head. Yondu’s the worst! 
Or is he? Either way, things 
liven up quite a bit whenever 
Yondu starts controlling the 
deadliest arrow ever by whis-

The Fabulous Lipitones                                           4/22 - 5/13
The Fabulous Lipitones is a hilarious take 
on what happens when a barbershop 
quartet is forced to take on an unconven-
tional replacement when 
one of their members 
suddenly dies. This com- 
ical and moving story 
about the power of song, 
prejudice, and friendship 
will fill you with laughs 
and tears with all the 
gloriousiousness of our 
barbershop quartets.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |  703-683-0496 

Coming soon

Buy tickets early!

Check out our Summer 2017 theater classes for kids.

Worshipping Christ the King, Sundays at 8:30am and 10am
1801 North Quaker Lane | CTKAlexandria.org

 COURTESY PHOTO

Chris Pratt resumes his role as lead character Peter Quill alongside a star-studded cast, including Zoe 
Saldana as Gamora, Dave Bautista as Drax, Vin Diesel as baby Groot and Kurt Russell as Ego.

SEE GUARDIANS             | 25
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 PHOTO/ANTHROPOLOGIE

After spending years working in his family’s art gallery, Mirror-
tique owner Jamie Jaffe learned about glass blowing. Now he has 
shifted his focus to mirrors, to forge original designs like this one, 
characterized by a weathered patina created by using antique lace 
and colorful dyes. The short mirror from Anthropologie is 54 inches, 
the long is 72 inches, both 36 inches wide. No two are alike.

Located at the very end of a 
private brick driveway awaits this 
magnificent custom villa with the 
mighty Potomac River beyond.  
The very open floorplan takes 
every advantage of the river ex-
posure with three finished levels 
totaling over 9,000 square feet 
of luxury and elevator service to 
all levels.  Four of the six Bed-
rooms are en-suite.  Entertaining 
is a breeze with a generous cater-
ing kitchen.  Marvel at the skilled 

craftsmanship and use of unique 
marbles and granites through-
out.  Enjoy cold winter evenings 
around one of seven custom fire-
places, each with Italian marble 
surround and mantel.  Vacation 
at home with your own exercise 
gym, game room, sauna and kaya-
king on the river.  Priced below its 
current assessment.  Call us today 
for your personal, private tour of 
this unique property.

PART TWO OF TWO 
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS  

Mirrors can open up a 
room and add a unique ex-
perience to nearly any living 
space. This week we con-
tinue our look at the mirror 
and how its function within a 
home has morphed from one 
that was utilitarian to decora-
tive to valuable works of art. 
Last week’s column traced the 
transformation of the mirror 
and examined how the geom-
etry of looking glasses have 
changed. 

Let’s examine artistic 
trends in mirrors, starting 
with the very surface of the 
mirror that is being decorated. 
Some have the feel of antiqued 
mottled glass, but with delib-
erately placed patterns that 
almost appear random. One 

over scale rectangular design 
at Anthropologie, has an all-
over pattern that resembles 
suzani, the trendy vintage em-
broidery centered by circles, 
but actually was inspired by 
French lace.

Another is more ambigu-
ous, actually due to its tech-
nique of color washing over 
mirror. A mirror from Arteri-
ors has a textural surface that 
resembles a slice of the solar 
system. And still another, Ed-
inburg, from the same compa-
ny, is irregularly shaped (kind 
of trapezoidal) with its craggy 
surface like a moon crater, 
looking more like a stone than 
a mirror. 

A mirror by Zuo features a 
mesmerizing pattern created 
by repetition. It consists of a 
series of bull’s-eyes, which 
recall turn-of-the-century 

stained and clear glass com-
positions called “rondels.” 
Another, on an uber grand 
scale, is by Memoir Essence 
Furniture, a Portuguese 
brand. It combines geometric 
shapes of different sizes, some 
dimensional, whose surfaces 
have been antiqued to create 
a composition that thoroughly 
dominates a wall. 

Still another fresh new di-
rection actually pairs mirror 
with other materials, such as 
wood, to underscore pattern. 
An example at D.C.-based 
Roche Bobois features a dis-
tinctly art deco look, teaming 
mirror with wood in a taste-
ful composition. And at West 
Elm, one-half of a mirror is a 
live-edge slice of tree trunk, 
its rings clearly delineated, 

Location: 9232 Old Mansion Rd.
Price: $2,400,000
Bedrooms: 6     Bathrooms: 6.5
Year built:  2006
Neighborhood:  Riverwood

Square Feet: 9,300
Contact:  Marjorie Spires, Partners 
In Real Estate, 703-765-3500
Photo Gallery at  
www.partnersinrealestate.com

Potomac River Masterpiece

Mirror, mirror on the wall

HOME OF THE WEEK

PHOTO/TRUE PLACE

Commanding Three-Level European Courtyard Villa.

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

AT A GLANCE

PHOTO/TRUE PLACE 

Massive Columns and Crystal 
Chandelier grace the Two-Story 
Rotunda Entry

PHOTO/TRUE PLACE

Endless Panoramic 
Potomac River 

Views with 
Waterfront Access
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Julia Buckingham’s 
diamond shapes, with 
gold-leaf iron frames 
around mirrors for 
Global Views, are 
assembled into a 
graphic 33 1/2-by-43-
inch tall piece that can 
be hung horizontally 
or vertically. 

This grouping of Peruvian artisan 
mirrors from West Elm comes 
in diamond, hexagon and circle 
shapes recalls vintage models, 
painted and embellished with 
gilt and sometimes beads. Such 
elaborate designs were found in 
traditional colonial-style homes. 
The centuries-old hand-carving 
technique actually is one used 
to make religious sculptures. 

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ For Bichon Fans ~
Get ready to fall in love with Jasper,  

who adores affection but might steal your 
seat if you leave the room.

A veteran of grooming, Jasper is always 
well-behaved and prefers to ride in a 
booster seat in the car to better see  

out of the window.

For FurtHer iNFo oN adorable adoptable 
petS, viSt wwwalexandriaanimals.org 

tHaNK You

while the other side follows 
the irregular shape with a mir-
ror image. The designs are vi-
sually reminiscent of the wood 
with white marble pairings in 
cheese blocks and trays so 
popular in housewares. 

“Designers have started to 
understand that the framing 
around mirrors is an intricate 
part of a functional piece,” 
says Buckingham. “But, all of 
a sudden, there are so many 
options, so many different 
shapes. There’s a total cross-
over. In every entryway, if 

there has to be a mirror, how 
incredibly intricate, colorful is 
one embellished with stones? 
It’s not just an ordinary mirror 
anymore. It’s propelled into 
superstar status.” 

So the new artistry, much 
of it playfully asymmetrical, 
lends more gravitas to the 
usual spots in interiors – over 
a fireplace mantel, a console 
in a foyer, a buffet in the din-
ing room, the bed. The artful 
mirrors may function tradi-
tionally – to reflect views or 
visually expand a room.  

“I like taking and creating 
an unexpected mirror,” says 
designer Julia Buckingham, 
“and putting it in a place that’s 
unusual – where you would 
least expect it – like a butler’s 
pantry. Some might say, ‘Why 
would I want a mirror there?’ 
Until they see how decorative 
and sculptural it may be.”  

And for those who don’t 
own a lot of art, if any at all, 
this new mirror wall decor of-
fers a cool way to add a grand, 
whimsical focal point that 
owns the wall.
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 PHOTO/DEKNUDT 

Scoopy is a shell-shaped mirror by Karim Rashid for Deknudt. The 
organic, minimalistic mirror cradles the reflection, adding a fun 
vibe to a room. The cushy geometric shapes incorporate a light 
source that accentuates the smooth finish and slanting lines. 

 PHOTO/GLOBAL VIEWS

 PHOTO/WEST ELM



SEE CALENDAR              | 24

Empowering mature drivers 
with the tools to drive safely 
and stay independent.

Learn more at  
GrandDriver.net  
(800) 552-3402
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May 11

ANNUAL POLICE AND SHER-
IFF’S MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Join current and retired members of 
the Alexandria Police Department 
and Alexandria Sheriff’s Office as 
they honor the memory of their fallen 
brothers. The service is being held 
during National Correctional Officers 
Week and honors 18 Alexandria 
police officers and one deputy sheriff 
who died in the line of duty. The 
program includes an honor guard, 
musical selections, roll call of the 
fallen and spiritual reflection. Admis-
sion is free.
Time: 11 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: First Assembly of God, 
700 West Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-6838

PRESERVATION MONTH TALK 
In recognition of May as National 
Preservation Month, the city is host-
ing a series of events to highlight 
Alexandria’s historic preservation 
initiatives, designed to appeal to 
residents, whether you want to listen 
to a talk, go for a walking tour or have 
a drink with other preservationists. 
“Salon,” a lecture hosted by Alexan-
dria historian Jay Roberts includes 
research from his newest publication, 
“Lost Alexandria: Hot off the press.” 
Advance reservations are required, 
as limited seating is available. Tickets 
are $10.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: https://alexandriava.
gov/Shop

SECOND THURSDAY ART 
NIGHT The latest art night at the Tor-
pedo Factory Art Center is on display 
Thursday, with the monthly theme of 
“Everyone Has a Story.” The evening 
features a talk for “Ephemera” in the 
main hall outside of Target Gallery, a 
do-it-yourself project with the Artist 
Association on the third floor and a 
solo artist reception for Lesa Cook in 
The Art League. Meet George Wash-
ington University’s Art Therapy class 
and take part in a creative storytelling 
workshop. Explore the Fundred Dollar 
Bill Project as they bring their ongoing 
project to the New Project Studio. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.  
Information: 703-746-4570

May 12

HONORING OUR MOTHERS 
WITH POETRY Read a poem that 
honors your mother, and consider 
bringing her to this one-time event. 
Local poets will read poetry that cel-
ebrates and honors mothers. Wendi 
R. Kaplan, the city’s poet laureate, 
will host the event, as well as the 
Office of the Arts, City of Alexandria. 
Admission is free. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/Arts

FRIDAY EVENING CHAMBER 
CONCERT The Symphony Orches-
tra of Northern Virginia, in collabora-
tion with the Office of the Arts, invites 
the public to an evening concert 
with the Northern Virginia Woodwind 
Quartet. The group will play numerous 
pieces, including “Promenade” by M. 
Mussorgsky, “Quartet for Winds” by 
Gary Bachlund and 
“In the Hall of the Mountain King” by 
Edvard Grieg. All tickets $15 and chil-
dren five years and under are free. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St. 
Information: http://alexandriava.
gov/Arts

May 13 

ATTICS AND ALLEYS TOUR 
Find out what mysteries lie behind 
the closed doors of four of Alexan-
dria’s historic sites. This three-hour 
walking tour features the rarely seen 
spaces of the Lee-Fendall House, 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, the Sta-
bler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum 
and Carlyle House Historic Park. The 
tour includes access to confined 
spaces and walking over many city 
blocks, including through alleys and 
up stairs. Walking shoes are required 
and the tour will be held rain or shine. 
Photography is welcome. The price 
is $35 per person and includes free 
passes to return to the museums for 
regular tours.
Time: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov/Events.aspx

May 14

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
MOTHER’S DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Mothers and their families are admit-
ted free at the Friendship Firehouse 
Museum on Mother’s Day. Pose 
alongside the historic equipment 
that fought fires in 19th century 
Alexandria, have your portrait taken 
by the firehouse photographer and 
learn about the “suction pumper” and 
other artifacts. Youngsters will receive 
a fire hat to take home. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov

GADSBY’S TAVERN MOTH-
ER’S DAY OPEN HOUSE Take 
mom on a free tour of Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum, and learn about other 
notable visitors, including George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams. Cost is $5 for all other 
adults and $3 for children (ages 5 
-12)
Time: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

APOTHECARY MOTHER’S 
DAY OPEN HOUSE The Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum is 
yet another free tour that can make 

your mom feel special this Sunday. 
See the museum’s vast collection of 
herbal botanicals, hand-blown glass 
and medical equipment. Cost is $5 
for all other adults and $3 for children 
aged 5 to 12. 
Time: 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Location: 105 South Fairfax St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/Apothecary

May 19 

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash Night, 
featuring James Polk Elementary 
School. Enjoy swimming, beach ball 
and aqua basketball and a floating 
obstacle course. The evening will in-
clude safety tips and swimming skills 
assessments for youth. Light refresh-

ments will be served. Admission is $4 
per person. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.  
Information: 703-746-5553
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Fall Inspections of 
one system for $69.95

Spring/Summer 
Inspections special of 
one system for $69.95

• Expires May 30, 2017
• Northern Virginia residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other  
  offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service  
  representatives how to apply this 
  to an Assured Service Agreement.

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

IRON CODE #22

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com
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May 20

FORT WARD TOUR AND CIVIL 
WAR CONCERT Observe Armed 
Forces Day by attending a soldier-
led tour of Fort Ward, followed by 
a concert of Civil War music by the 
Federal City Brass Band at 1 p.m. 
Tour participants will learn about the 
construction and history of Fort Ward, 
and the daily lives of soldiers sta-
tioned there. The Federal City Brass 
Band will recreate the music and 
appearance of a U.S. Army regimental 
band of the 1860s. Members perform 
in authentic dress and play original 
brass instruments of the period. The 
tour and concert are free with no 
advance registration required.
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 
4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: https://www.alexan-
driava.gov/fortward

CIVIL WAR FIREFIGHTING 
WALKING TOUR When Virginia 
joined the Confederacy, Union troops 
occupied Alexandria and the U.S. 
Army assumed most municipal 
functions. The “We’ve Been Burned: 
Alexandria Firefighters During the Civil 
War” walking tour explores firefighting 
during the occupation. These ques-
tions will be answered as participants 
visit sites of four of the five fire-
houses. Tickets are $6 for adults, $4 
for ages 10 to 17. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. 
Time: 1 to 3 p.m. 
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov

LECTURE: CONTEMPORARY 
AFRICAN IMMIGRATION Dr. 
Nemata Blyden, a George Washington 
University professor, discusses the 
Africans who arrived in the United 
States after slavery ended in 1863. 
James Kwegyir Agyeman was one 
of them, and arrived from the Gold 
Coast in 1898, became an influential 
member of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, taught at Livings-
ton College and co-founded Ghana’s 
prestigious Achimota High School. 
Admission is free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St. 
Information: 703-746-4356 

May 22

VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE Virginians who will be 
18 or older by November 7, 2017 
can apply to register to vote for the 
June 13 Democratic and Republican 
Primaries. May 22 is the registration 
deadline. Applications are available 
from the web site below or by calling 
the voter registration office. Admis-
sion is free. 
Time: 5 p.m. 
Location: Voter Registration Office, 
132 N. Royal St. 
Information: 703-746-4050 

May 24

LECTURE: COULD THE CIVIL 
WAR HAVE BEEN AVOIDED? 
Mark Tooley, president of the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy, will 
discuss his new book, “The Peace 
That Almost Was: The Forgotten 
Story of the 1861 Washington Peace 
Conference and the Final Attempt to 
Avert the Civil War.” This is Tooley’s 
third book, and examines in detail 
this little-known last attempt to avoid 
the bloodshed that took the lives 
of nearly three quarters of a million 
Americans and left deep scars across 
the country. Free for Alexandria His-
torical Society members and $5 per 
person for non-members.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St. 
Information: https://alexandriahis-
toricalsociety.wildapricot.org/

May 27

LECTURE: GET THE MOST 
OUT OF YOUR VACATION FOR 
LESS Bernadette Champion, the 
owner of Champion Services Travel, 
will discuss what you should consider 
when planning your vacation. African-
Americans are the largest heritage 
tourism demographic in the United 
States. Learn how to maximize your 
spending power, support black-owned 
businesses and look beyond tradi-
tional itineraries in a speech that will 
include African and African-American 
related history, internet deals, restric-
tions, exceptions, price and how to 
read the fine print. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

40TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL 
DAY JAZZ FESTIVAL This 
annual event features a variety of 
jazz performers, including the U.S. 
Army Blues Jazz Ensemble, the Seth 
Kibel Quartet, the Blue Crescent 
Syncopators, Al Williams and the Tom 
Cunningham Orchestra. Should there 
be inclement weather, the event will 
move inside the Lee Center Richard 
Kauffman Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson 
St. 
Time: 1 to 6 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

June 1

D-DAY COMMEMORATIVE 
LECTURE Alexandria remembers 
the sacrifice of American troops, as 
well as celebrates its sister city part-
nership with Caen, France by com-
memorating the anniversary of the 
D-Day invasions on the beaches of 
Normandy with two events this June, 
an event on Market Square on June 
3, and a lecture on June 7. Admission 
is $5 per person. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 

Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov/Events.aspx

June 4 

ESPIONAGE TEA AT CARLYLE 
HOUSE Discover your inner spy at 
a special Espionage Tea. Are you as 
clever and talented as Frank Stringfel-
low, a real historical character fea-
tured on PBS’ Civil War drama “Mercy 
Street” and real-life sweetheart of 
Emma Green, who lived at Carlyle 
House? 
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax Street
Information: http://www.carlyle-
house.org

June 10 

CIVIL WAR CAMP DAY Union 
and Confederate re-enactors interpret 
soldier and civilian life in camps, 
present infantry and artillery drills 
and firing demonstrations, equipment 
displays, U.S. Army field hospital, life 
in the officer’s hut and fort tours. 
Admission is $2 per person and $5 
for families.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: http://www.fortward.
org

To place your event

in the calendar, 

send an email to

events@alextimes

.com
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tling. (Man, Yondu better hope 
nobody ever stuffs a bunch of 
crackers down his throat at the 
wrong moment and quells the 
whole whistling thing.) 

There’s a whole lot of fam-
ily dynamic at play, with the 
vengeful and deeply warped 
Nebula (Karen Gillan) intent 
on killing her sister Gamora; 
Drax establishing some kind of 
weird sibling kinship with the 
nice but creepy Mantis (Pom 

K le me nt ief f ) , 
who if anything is even more 
socially awkward than Drax; 
and the major unresolved rela-
tionship in the story between 
Peter and his dad, a celestial 
being who calls himself Ego 
and rules a planet (and maybe 
more than just one planet) of 
his own creation. 

Chris Pratt and Kurt Rus-
sell are terrific together as a 
father and son who have a lot 

of baggage to deal with, even 
in a superhero universe where 
it sometimes feels as if MOST 
fathers and sons are dealing 
with a lot of baggage. As the 
story gets deeper and darker 
and more convoluted, it’s hard 
to care about the particulars 
of the plot -- especially when 
the screenplay is constantly 
reminding us not to take it too 
seriously, what with the refer-
ences to David Hasselhoff and 

“Cheers” and Mary Poppins 
and other pop-culture touch-
stones. 

Oh, and we haven’t even 
talked about Ayesha (Eliza-
beth Debicki), a golden-
skinned warrior princess who 
leads an army of supposedly 
perfect creations who are rath-
er terrible at remote-control 
bombing missions. 

And yet even with all the 
silliness and all the snark, the 

Guardians can put a lump in 
your throat when someone 
suffers a serious setback, or 
someone does a solid and risks 
everything to save someone 
else. We look forward to the 
next adventure, with hopes 
the Awesome Mix tape will be 
the soundtrack for something 
just a little smarter, a little less 
bloated, a little more focused.

“I own two properties. I have 
not even opened up the tax as-
sessments. I’m scared to look,” 
he said. “Other people tell me 
that they are going to have to 
move out of Alexandria. For 
sure, it’s going to be a lot more 
interesting to live in Alexan-
dria.”  

City Councilor Willie Bailey 
said he doesn’t want to pass the 
buck on future capital improve-
ments. 

“It costs to use the words 
‘historic’, ‘charming’ and 
‘unique’ when you talk about 
the city that you live in. It costs. 
The Arlington’s - they don’t say 
that. Fairfax - they can’t say that. 
Prince William, Montgomery 
County, Prince George’s Coun-
ty - you don’t hear that,” he said. 
“We’ll sit back and brag all day 
and say, ‘Hey, I live in historic 

Alexandria.’ It’s time to pay up, 
and to keep that title we have to 
do something about it, and basi-
cally that’s why I’m supporting 
this tax increase – as difficult as 
it is.” 

City Councilor John Chap-
man likened the budget to get-
ting the roof fixed on his house. 

“As a young homeowner, 
I do understand how much my 
taxes do have to go up and what 
I have to do to make ends meet,” 
he said.  “It’s not fun whatsoever 
to raise taxes… As unfortunate 
as it is, we are the generation to 
set Alexandria on its path for-
ward.” 

The Alexandria City School 
Board will conduct a budget 
work session on Thursday, fol-
lowed by two add/delete ses-
sions on May 18 and May 23.

– jcullum@alextimes.com 

“There are some who feel that 
waterfront development can be 
destructive and there are some 
that think it’s attractive. I fall 
into that second category.”

Speck, who lives in a wa-
terfront condominium in Old 
Town himself, said he enjoys 
the lifestyle that living on the 
water in Alexandria affords.

“I recognize there are con-
sequences, but I like an active 
waterfront,” Speck said. “I like 
knowing that there might be a 
concert or a race literally in my 

backyard.”
It’s that atmosphere that 

Hotel Indigo is hoping to tap 
into, both by attracting local 
residents to frequent amenities 
like its restaurant and attracting 
business and leisure travelers 
from out of town to take part in 
a localized experience.

“Each hotel is only going to 
be successful if it embraces the 
community around it and can 
cater to that community,” Ellis 
said. 

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

to its value.
“It’s important for histori-

ans to see examples of that,” 
Reeder said.

Reeder sees a glory in the 
generations of Alexandria 
residents, including members 
of the Brown, Huff, Fawcett 
and Cheesman families, who 

passed it down from genera-
tion to generation. They were, 
after all, the reason the home 
has remained a glimpse into 
18th century life to this day.

“By staying in the family, 
there was always a grandma 
to tell someone who wanted to 
renovate the house ‘leave it the 
way it is,’ ” Reeder said.

Mallamo said it’s that 
uniqueness that will benefit 
the city in the years to come.

“To have a building that’s 
lasted 245 years is nothing 
short of a miracle,” he said.  

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

 PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

This home at 517 Prince St. was originally built in 1772 and added on to throughout the 
years. It has an attic and a basement that runs the entire length of the house. Much of 
the furniture inside, however, is from Reeder’s personal collection.
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Our View
Lack of public 
restrooms a matter 
of some urgency

Where do you go when you have to, well, go? That’s actually a 
question of some urgency for many Old Town visitors.

City officials work hard to draw visitors to our historic city, as 
tourism is one of the main drivers of our local economy. Visit Al-
exandria exists mostly for this purpose. Tourism is a driving factor 
behind the push for a Business Improvement District in Old Town.

Patricia Washington, president and CEO of Visit Alexandria, re-
cently wrote on our pages that 3.5 million people visited Alexandria 
last year. This is an impressive number. 

And yet, given that there is no public restroom on King Street 
west of city hall, which is 301 King St., it could be argued that Al-
exandria callously lures tourists in, takes their money and literally 
leaves them nowhere to go.

It’s simply unbelievable that there are no public restrooms at the 
Metro stations at King Street and Braddock Road. Building these 
stations without bathroom facilities showed an incredible lack of 
foresight – and compassion. Metro exists mainly to ferry local resi-
dents to and from work and serves as an environmentally friendly 
way to bring tourists to Alexandria.

And yet, a resident after a long day at work, possibly complete 
with delays on their Metro train, has no facility to use when they 
get off the train – despite the fact that many people walk significant 
distances to and from the station. Or a family visiting D.C. that 
decides to Metro over to check out Christ Church and the Torpedo 
Factory has no free restroom option upon arriving in Alexandria. 
That’s some welcome.

The bathroom scarcity is not just a function of poor planning 
by city hall. Unfortunately, a few destructive visitors have made it 
worse for everyone. Some restaurants will only allow paying cus-
tomers to use their facilities because of drug use and destruction of 
their bathrooms. 

It’s difficult to blame business owners for trying to protect their 
investments. But it’s not so easy to absolve city planners. And while 
additional bathrooms – all along the waterfront – are apparently 
part of Alexandria’s 10-year capital improvement planning, that’s 
not very helpful to little Johnny visiting from Indiana who needs 
to go, now.

It bears repeating: Budgeting is philosophy. It’s interesting to 
parse what Alexandria’s budget says about our priorities. 

Our city is in the midst of an unprecedented surge in taxation 
and spending, including on many needed and deferred items. But 
we are also about to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars on a 
consultant for a task force. And if the Old Town BID is imposed on 
property owners – there’s still no provision for an opt-in vote – then 
this would amount to around $500,000 spent on consultants and a 
BID CEO. That half million dollars would surely pay for a large 
bathroom at the King Street Metro station and perhaps at least some 
permanent Port-a-Johns halfway to the waterfront.

We’re about to spend a fortune on sewers. Let’s build a few more 
bathrooms while we’re at it.

To the editor:
On the evening of May 3, the plan-

ning Commission met to consider Docket 14, 
which included building a Hyatt Hotel on the 
1600 block of King Street. The proposed new 
hotel building is six-and-a-half stories tall with 
124 rooms and an attached restaurant. A doz-
en local residents came out and spoke against 
the hotel, whereas no local resident came out 
and supported the hotel.

The residents who spoke expressed con-
cerns with the height and density of the de-
velopment, inadequate parking provided in 
the design, the conversion of part of Harvard 
Street to a two-way street, eliminating several 
on-street parking spaces on Harvard Street, 
removing at least six mature trees, destruction 
of an almost historic building and removal of 
at least four no parking signs at the alley en-
trance to the hotel.

The residents were also concerned about 
the proximity of the hotel to areas where chil-
dren play and the amount of traffic that the 
hotel would produce. Others were concerned 
about the impact on the serenity and beauty 
of the street. Many have lived on the block for 
many years. They chose the neighborhood for 

its peacefulness and beauty so obviously they 
are concerned. 

The developers indicated the project would 
bring vitality to the neighborhood.  There is 
already vitality to the neighborhood -- with 
five restaurants and the Durant Center on 
Cameron Street. The latter sponsors commu-
nity meetings, Scottish dancing, bagpipe play-
ing and so forth. Residents felt the comment 
concerning vitality was a direct slap into their 
faces and showed complete ignorance on the 
part of members of the planning commission.

Another amazing comment dealt with 
the availability of housing for low-income 
residents of the city, which did not seem to 
apply to home owners who live on Harvard 
Street. But the commission member did not 
mention the existence of the U.S. Navy As-
sociation building, which is a terrific building 
for rental apartments built in the early 1930s. 
The building is to be destroyed by the devel-
opers so their hotel can be built on its spot.

People living in surrounding streets 
near the King Street Metro as well as Har-
vard Street realize that they are not living in 

Your Views

Overdevelopment is ruining 
Alexandria

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
       - Thomas Jefferson
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To the editor: 
As a presidential candidate, 

Donald Trump turned Republican 
orthodoxy on its ear when he chal-
lenged free trade. His challenge was 
especially shrewd, both politically 
and philosophically, in that he con-
ceded free trade was theoretically 
good, but insisted that the specific 
free trade deals the United States 
had signed onto were bad ones. The 
free-trade Republican establishment 
was thrown off balance because it 
would have been difficult to credi-
bly defend what two decades of free 
trade have wrought for American in-
dustry and workers. 

Trump’s general election oppo-
nent, Hillary Clinton, a free trade 
stalwart whose well-compensated 
2013 secret speech to Brazilian Ban-
co Itau contemplated a hemispheric 
free-trade zone, declined Trump’s 
gambit by doing a convenient volte 
face against free trade to appeal to 
her primary opponent Bernie Sand-
ers’ supporters.

Trump’s point is generalizable 
to Alexandria. Limited, strictly en-
forced zoning versus stricter rou-
tinely waived zoning for the right 
package of developer amenities is 
not per se better or worse. But in-
stead, how good or bad are the deals 
city hall is making when it waives 
requirements for developer ameni-
ties?

A luxury apartment tower near 

Braddock Metro station sought from 
city council a revision of its devel-
opmental special use permit to elim-
inate some off-site parking agreed 
to in the original DSUP because the 
city’s new parking standards didn’t 
require it. City hall apparently nei-
ther sought nor received anything 
in exchange for this unilateral give 
away to the developer. The build-
ing is nearing completion, so the 
developer would not have walked 
away if city council, at last month’s 
meeting, had held the developer to 
the original DSUP to which the de-
veloper had agreed.

A bus rapid transit station is 
planned near the building. The de-
veloper will construct the station 
beside the building, but city hall is 
footing the bill for the one in the 
other direction across the street from 
the building. Why couldn’t city hall 
have at least sought to have the de-
veloper foot the cost for what will 
clearly be an amenity for the build-
ing’s residents? This seemingly mi-
nor detail shows that city hall isn’t 
capable of negotiating a good deal 
as part of these DSUPs it rubber 
stamps.

Sometimes the smallest matters 
lay bare the city government’s un-
derlying dysfunction and show how 
city hall is incapable of making a 
good deal.

– Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Alexandria in Action | By John Porter

We hear a lot about winning nowa-
days with various views on who won, 
who lost and whether what happened 
was really a win. I’m a believer of trying 
to make situations “win-wins,” where 
all participants leave with something of 
value, whether it be financial, emotional 
or otherwise.  While this certainly can’t 
always be the case, there are seemingly 
more opportunities where we all can be 
winners, if we so choose.

Corporate community involve-
ment is one of the areas where the 
“win-win” concept is crucial for 
both businesses and localities to 
prosper. While Alexandria is gen-
erally not a city of large corpora-
tions, being more of an association/
national nonprofit/small business 
town, it is increasingly becoming 
known for its growing business in-
volvement to support the broader com-
munity.  Credit for this involvement can 
be spread in several directions with much 
of the praise going to business owners 
who understand the importance of giving 
back to support the community which 
they call home.

According to Giving USA, corporate 
giving increased dramatically in 2015 
(by 3.9 percent) to a high of 8.9 percent of 
total charitable giving. While nonprofits 
always welcome dollars, there are many 
additional ways for businesses to give 
back in their communities. Whether by 
staffing a race, volunteering to paint a 
resident’s home, making sandwiches for 
the local shelter or providing food for a 
nonprofit event, there are numerous ways 
community-minded businesses can show 
their support for nonprofits and our city.

Locally, we have the benefit of many 
wonderful businesses that support the 
larger efforts of the community.  One only 
has to look at the advertisements in this 
and other local news sources each week 
to see the outpouring of thanks to local 
businesses for their financial, in-kind and 
volunteer support in the city.  Whether it’s 
the two cents per burger at Holy Cow that 
go to local nonprofits, which by the way 
has amounted to $77,500 through De-
cember 2016, or the outpouring of busi-
ness community volunteers for Spring 
for Alexandria, Alexandria businesses 
want to give back while also seeing the 
“win-win” possibilities for all involved.

Yates Automotive, at the corner of 

Mount Vernon Avenue and Braddock 
Road, recently kicked-off their Give Your 
Two Cents program where two cents for 
each gallon of gas sold would be donated 
to local nonprofits. ACT was chosen as 
the April recipient of this new venture 
while ALIVE! will be benefitting from 
May’s proceeds. In another creative way 
to give back, Del Ray Café announced 
last week that, in honor of its fifth anni-
versary, it would be donating 5 percent 

of May’s proceeds to ACT 
for Alexandria. Two local 
women, Wendy Brown of 
the Maury Lane Fund, and 
Jen Walker of the Jen Walk-
er Team at McEnearney 
Associates, made surprise 
announcements that they 
would match the amount 
donated.  With these do-

nations going to support ACT’s capac-
ity grants program to local nonprofits, 
the generosity of these donors will be 
returned to the community in this very 
distinct way of giving back to help others.

In addition, ACT has collaborated 
with numerous local businesses to create 
a mutually beneficial Corporate Partners 
program. We are pleased to be partner-
ing this year with Alexandria Restaurant 
Partners, Access National Bank, Cau-
dron-Megary-Blackburn Wealth Man-
agement Group of Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, Colonial Parking, Grant Thornton, 
McEnearney Associates, Reingold, Sil-
verback Strategies and Six Half Dozen. 
These organizations, as have many oth-
ers, understand the benefit of working to-
gether on behalf of their businesses and, 
more importantly, our community.

We are truly lucky to live in a city 
where the business community under-
stands the value of working together for 
the benefit of the broader community. 
We, in the nonprofit arena, thank all in 
the business community who work daily 
both to ensure their businesses prosper 
but who also understand the importance 
of the helping others — the truest “win-
win.”

The writer is the president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

It’s all about the win-win

John Porter

a museum, but prefer to live in the 
city of Alexandria without continual 
excessive growth. This project would 
make four hotels within the imme-
diate block. Some residents feel it is 
insane for the planning commission 
and city council to approve more and 
more and excessive growth, claiming 
it is needed for tax revenue. It is com-
pletely unacceptable to have this kind 
of development within one city block 
on King Street.  

Alexandria is overbuilding and 
destroying old buildings for the mon-
ey, not for the people living in areas 

where big hotels are being built. Al-
exandria already has 27 ice cream 
shops, many bars and eating facili-
ties, three sex stores, pizza carry-
outs, and now another hotel. When 
will this stop?  Tax-paying residents 
need more respect from city hall in-
stead of continual overbuilding. The 
city of Alexandria is simply for sale 
and not many people, organizations 
or businesses are buying it any more.

– Jim Melton 
Alexandria

OVER                                FROM | 26

City hall needs to learn 
the art of the deal
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To the editor: 
Alexandria has relatively 

few Art Deco-style buildings 
from the early 20th century, 
and only a handful of distinc-
tive ones. Most are in Del Ray. 
They give the neighborhood a 
unique character, but are po-
tentially at risk of being lost.

Redevelopment pressures 
are great everywhere in the 
city, and none of the Del Ray 
structures have any legal pro-
tection against demolition.

Even the George Washing-
ton Middle School, formerly 
the high school and one of the 
finest Art Deco buildings in 
the entire metro D.C. area, is 
not safe from being inappro-
priately altered or even torn 
down and replaced.

In November 2013, when I 
was president of the Del Ray 
Citizens Association, I orga-
nized a Del Ray Historic Pres-
ervation Conference. One key 
purpose was to highlight Del 
Ray’s Art Deco and Stream-
line Moderne (a substyle of 
Art Deco) buildings.

Nearly 150 people attended 
the conference, and because of 
this interest, the city’s planning 
staff agreed to fund research 
into 15 key buildings, with 
the intent of nominating them 
for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
an honorific designation that 
would make them eligible for 
state and federal rehabilitation 
tax credits. 

Unfortunately, only three 
property owners agreed to al-
low their building to be nomi-
nated. Also, the City Council 
has approved redevelopment 
of one of the properties (1800 
Mount Vernon Ave., the cur-
rent home of Arlandria Floors).

The loss of this building 
will be unfortunate in the sense 
that its patterned brick and 
stone exterior was designed 
by a famous Washington-area 

architect, Mihran Mesrobian, 
who designed the Hays-Adams 
Hotel and Wardman Tower and 
Arcade in Washington. 

Despite this, the commu-
nity supported this redevelop-
ment proposal because it fit in 
with our vision of the future of 
the Avenue, as set forth in the 
2005 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Business Area Plan, and small 
portions of the historic façade 
will be integrated in the larger 
new development.

An important point here is 
that not every building con-
sidered to have historic or ar-
chitectural merit can or even 
should be preserved.

But I believe that certain 
other buildings should be des-
ignated as priorities for pres-
ervation, that the community 
should be involved in setting 
these priorities, and that this 
priority-setting should take 
place in advance of any pos-
sible development proposal.  
For this to happen, the city will 
need to provide some help.

High on my list for priority 
designations would be four dis-
tinctive Art Deco warehouses 
on Leslie Avenue and one at 
501 E. Monroe Ave. (corner 
of Leslie), now occupied by 
Swing’s Coffee Roasters.

The Swing’s Coffee build-
ing has especially fine archi-
tectural features. Notice, for 
example, the decorative stone 
pilaster carved like a fluted 
Ionic column topped by the 
visage of a Native American 
that separates the two doors at 
the main entrance on Monroe. 

Indeed, the Swings build-
ing includes features that are 
as distinctive or even more so 
than many 18th and 19th cen-
tury buildings in the Old Town 
and Parker-Gray historic dis-
tricts. The exteriors of these 
latter buildings are legally pro-
tected, with enforcement by 
boards of architectural review. 

Del Ray’s art deco 
buildings at risk

BY PATRICIA WASHINGTON  

& LANCE MALLAMO 

This week, the nation’s travel industry is 
celebrating National Travel and Tourism Week. 
Spending by travelers in the Unit-
ed States totals more than $990 
billion annually and supports 15.3 
million American jobs. That’s one 
in nine Americans whose employ-
ment depends on a healthy travel 
industry.  

May is also Preservation 
Month. As one of the first nation-
ally-designated historic districts, 
Old Town highlights the benefits 
of investing in preservation and  
heritage tourism. 

Millions of  travelers come to 
Alexandria each year, drawn by 
our beautifully preserved architec-
ture, cobblestone streets, intimate 
museums and authentic sense of 
place. Add to that our accessibility 
to Washington, D.C., a contempo-
rary vibrancy and hometown feel 
from locally-owned shops and res-
taurants and it’s easy to see why so 
many visitors select Alexandria as 
a vacation destination. These com-
ponents undergird Alexandria’s 
tourism industry, an industry that 
generated a record $771 million in visitor spend-
ing and $25.5 million in city tax revenue last year 
in addition to supporting 6,340 jobs. We need a 
critical mass of economic activity to support his-
toric preservation, and we need a commitment 
to preservation to maintain our historic character 
that both residents and visitors value.

The latest example of the City of Alexan-
dria’s commitment to preservation is the recent 
acquisition of  the historic Murray-Dick-Fawcett 
House in Old Town. The property, located at 517 
Prince St., is one of the earliest homes in the city 
and possibly the least-altered 18th century home 
in Northern Virginia. The 0.3-acre lot, which 
contains the 245-year-old timber frame and 
brick dwelling, and a small garden, was one of 

the few buildings in existence in the area during 
the American Revolution. 

The property will be used in perpetuity as 
a historic pocket park and garden, creating new 

open space in Old Town and pre-
serving this nationally significant 
architectural and cultural re-
source for residents and visitors. 
In celebration of Preservation 
Month, the house will be open 
to the public for the first time on 
May 13 from 8:30 a.m. to noon 
and again on May 25 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Alexandria’s rich authentic 
American history, which dates 
back to the city’s days as George 
Washington’s hometown, is one 
of our most cherished assets. 
The connection between historic 
preservation and travel and tour-
ism cannot be overstated. In fact, 
research conducted by Destina-
tion Analysts in 2014 showed that 
historic significance and well-
preserved 18th and 19th century 
architecture were among the top 
reasons visitors decided to travel 
to Alexandria. 

For decades, Visit Alexandria 
and the Office of Historic Alex-
andria have worked together as 

close partners to create unique visitor experi-
ences and market Alexandria as a national and 
international travel destination. We are are com-
mitted to working together to preserve our rich 
history and reap the benefits of a thriving travel 
and tourism industry.

.
Lance Mallamo is the director of the Of-

fice of Historic Alexandria (OHA), the 
department of the City of Alexandria that 

is responsible for historic preservation. 
Patricia Washington is President & CEO 
of Visit Alexandria, the nonprofit tourism 

marketing organization for Alexandria.

Alexandria celebrates 
Preservation Month and National 
Travel and Tourism Week

Patricia Washington

Lance Mallamo

My View | By Patricia Washington  
& Lance Mallamo

SEE ART DECO                | 29
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Although Alexandria’s Civil 
War hospitals were places of 
pain and suffering throughout 
the Civil War, their place was 
secondary to the misery experi-
enced by prisoners in the city’s 
prison system, also created on 
a moment’s notice using build-
ings not designed for this pur-
pose, but often conscripted 
and put into service within 
days. Although the war’s 
most notorious prison for 
the neglect and inhuman 
treatment of Union troops 
was at Andersonville, 
Georgia, where 13,000 
Union troops died within 
a fifteen month period, 
a report prepared at the 
war’s end confirmed that 
Confederate deaths in Northern 
prisons actually exceeded Union 
fatalities recorded in the south.  
Alexandria’s loathsome prisons 
were far from models of prison 
management, and jailed both 
Union deserters and Confeder-
ate soldiers, often side by side.

Five prisons have been 
identified in Alexandria during 
this time, with only two actu-
ally having been used for hu-
man incarceration previously; 
the old City Jail on St. Asaph 
Street and the Price, Birch Slave 
Jail at 1315 Duke St. The others 
were large buildings housing 
the former Green furniture fac-
tory at Prince and South Fairfax 
Streets, the Odd Fellows Hall at 
218 North Columbus St., and the 
massive Mount Vernon Cotton 
Mill at 515 North Washington 
St., renamed the Washington 

Street Military Prison. These fa-
cilities were under the command 
of Capt. R.D. Pettit.

Rufus Dudley Pettit was 
born in the small Hudson Riv-
er town of Cold Spring, New 
York and was orphaned at a 
very young age.  At age 18, he 
apprenticed with an architect, 

but within four years had of-
fered himself for service in the 
Mexican War with Company A 
in the 1st New York Volunteers. 
He returned to Cold Spring as a 
farmer, but when the Civil War 
broke out in 1861, he recruited 
a company of like-minded men 
from New York State and left 
for Virginia, seeing action Pen-
insula Campaign, Antietam and 
Fredericksburg. He was forced 
to resign his commission for 
health reasons, but in July 1864 
he was pressed into non-combat 
service to oversee prisons in 
Alexandria.  As part of his du-
ties, he was directed to report 
to the military headquarters 
every three days on the status 
of prisoners, their diet and ra-
tions, the discipline of the guard 
and financial reports on the cost, 
savings and efficiencies of the 

facilities.
At first, Alexandria’s pris-

ons were well-regarded and, 
unlike many other cities, access 
to proper food, clothing and sup-
plies was not a problem.  But it 
did not take long for Pettit’s tem-
per and impatience with individ-
ual prisoners to boil to the sur-

face.  In November 1865, 
he was court marshaled 
for inhumane treatment 
and brutalizing prisoners 
at the Washington Street 
and Prince Street prisons 
just months after assum-
ing control.  

To exact admissions 
and confessions from pris-
oners, Pettit would have 
their hands handcuffed 

behind their backs and dangled 
by a rope above the floor for 
hours on end.  To add to their 
torment, prisoners would be 
suddenly dropped and twisted, 
with their breasts or faces only 
a foot or two off the floor, then 
they would be kicked and beat-
en, breaking bones and noses in 
the process.

Pettit was convicted of the 
charges against him, and dis-
missed from military service.  
He returned to Baldwinsville, 
New York where, possibly as 
a result of his military trial, he 
took up law. A collection of his 
prison papers are archived at the 
Alexandria Library Special Col-
lections.

Out of the Attic is 
 provided by the Office 
of Historic Alexandria

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What do you think of city council’s decision to raise 
property taxes and fees by the equivalent of almost 
9 cents per $100 of assessed value?

This Week 
Are there enough public restrooms available 
in Old Town Alexandria?

A. Yes, there are     B. No, there aren’t enough

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The Alexandria cotton mill that 
became a Civil War torture chamber

 48%  A. I support it.   
 52%  B. It’s too much.
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The Swings building has no le-
gal protection at all.

The Swings building and 
the Leslie Avenue warehouses 
were built in 1952 and 1953. 
They may not be old, but they 
contribute in a fundamental 
way to the character and vital-
ity of the Del Ray neighbor-
hood. 

In one sense, the city has 
already recognized this: It in-
sisted that a rebuilt substation 
by Virginia Dominion Power 
located next door to Swings 
be housed in an Art Deco style 
building of the same scale. 

During planning for the 
city’s Waterfront Plan, a great 
deal of thought and discussion 
took place about which struc-
tures had historical signifi-
cance and should be preserved. 
In short, priorities were set.

This kind of process and 
thinking needs to be extended 
to other neighborhoods. Let’s 
focus in advance of any poten-
tial redevelopment proposal on 
preserving those buildings that 
are truly worth saving.

– Bill Hendrickson
The writer chairs the 

city council-appointed 
Historic Alexandria Re-

sources Commission

Send your 
comments to

letters@
alextimes.com
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Weekly Words 66 Demolish, Brit-style
68 “So, what have we here?”
71 It’s a wrap, baby!
72 Cleopatra’s beloved
74 Type of ray
75 Part of the iris in the eye
76 Takes a “Wheel of Fortune” turn
79 One who won’t put down roots
80 Covers the ground with a white 

blanket
83 Skylit courts or lobbies
84 Tiny
86 One often inebriated
89 Title sitcom role for Charles Dut-

ton
91 Grade school play time
95 Turned right on horseback
96 Encroach (on)
97 Inspirational phrases
98 Old monetary unit of Greece
104 Tooth covering
106 Photo finish that’s not glossy
107 Severely blighted city blocks
109 Marina ___ Rey, Calif.
110 Worshipped being
112 Guitar neck object
113 Rice of vampire stories
115 “Gilligan’s Island” shelters
117 Paris papa
118 Locomotive operator (Abbr.)
119 Editor’s “don’t take this out”
120 Short sleep
121 Geisha’s belt
122 Tea holder
123 Bill dispenser, briefly
125 Coastal inlet

WHY SO NEGATIVE? By Timothy E. Parker

ACROSS
1  Playful mischief-maker
6 Monarch’s domain
11 Double-staged or double-cycled
19 Tummy problem thought to be 

caused by worry
20 Harmon or Dickinson of TV fame
21 Review again in depth
22 Someone not from around here
24 Not arranged in a straight line
25 Become more inclined?
26 Wooden duck, e.g.
28 Frog’s relative
29 Do in, as a dragon
30 Spring month
32 Wood or Turner of Hollywood fame
35 Group of five
38 “Rolling in the Deep” and “Hello” 

singer
40 Stars and Stripes country
43 Resistance unit
45 “And now, without further ___ ...”
46 One refusing to adapt
50 Me, in France
51 Blood donation quantity
53 Aahs’ partners
54 Sellers of goods
56 Ghana’s capital
58 Clamped on a workbench
61 Texas-to-Virginia dir.
62 Young’s partner in accounting
63 Seats with three legs
65 Not even a single time
67 Things on bulletin boards
69 Offspring of a male donkey and a 

female horse
70 Island state in the West Indies
73 “Physician, ___ thyself”
74 Chess moves early in a match

77 Pine tree goo
78 Hymn-playing instruments
81 Nutmeg coats, e.g.
82 Dog’s foot
85 Defeats
87 ___ Hall University
88 Rock from space
90 Far, far from being rich
92 Japanese wrestling
93 Bon ___ (witty remark)
94 Not strictly controlled
99 Like uncooked meat
100 Pie ___ mode
101 “___: Miami” (TV series)
102 Atlanta university
103 Guiding principles
105 Panhandler’s income
108 Quite capable
110 College head
111 ___ Romeo (sports car)
114 Archie Bunker’s wife
116 Some prison movie highlights
120 Like birds that hunt by night
124 What meals provide
126 Bridge support
127 “Understand?”
128 Move into highway traffic
129 Meerschaum part connected to 

the bowl
130 English class writing assignment
131 Like an excellent guard or sentry

DOWN
1 Scottish head covering
2 Phoenix NBA players
2 Blood blockage
3 Teen’s main squeeze?
4 Most insignificant
5 Not wait until the last minute

6 Like London weather, often
7 Conclusion
8 Like fine wine
9 NFL blockers
10 Laurie of “Roseanne”
11 However, poetically
12 Desire
13 1952 Olympics site of Norway
14 Small medicine bottle (var.)
15 Role for John Wayne
16 Blvd. kin
17 Where Nemo and Dory live
18 Call Gary “Larry,” e.g.
23 Brand of jet boat
24 Gotham, initially
27 Nabisco cookie
31 Homo sapien
33 Language
34 For what Richard III offered “my 

kingdom”
35 Mamas’ mates
36 Formal proclamation
37 Implying nothing, one way or the 

other
38 Having dull, sustained pain
39 Basket carried on the back
41 Fire engine’s wail
42 Present a question
44 Atomizer outputs
47 Turkey Day mo.
48 Defeater of HHH in ‘68
49 Is perched precariously
52 Cause inconvenience or discomfort 

to
55 Battlefield medical setups
57 Janney of TV’s “Mom”
59 “Be it ___ so humble ...”
60 Bright star of Cygnus
64 TV unit

LORETTA BUCHANAN, of 
Alexandria, April 29, 2017

WILLIAM F. CAVENDER, of 
Alexandria, April 29, 2017

JUDITH “JUDI” GILLESPIE (54), of 
Alexandria, April 28, 2017

ALICE “JUANITA” HOLLOMAN (93), 
of Alexandria, May 2, 2017

RODNEY A. MARTIN, formerly of 
Alexandria, April 29, 2017

MARGUERITE “PEGGY” HAMILTON 
MOONEY, of Alexandria, May 3, 
2017

V. LYNN REPASY (70), of 
Alexandria, May 2, 2017

MARY MARGARET GORDON 
WOODS (94), of Alexandria, April 
30, 2017

Death Notices

The Alexandria Times
is your hometown newspaper.
To place an advertisement, 

call Jane Hughes at 703-739-0001
and ask for sales.
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Classifieds

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD 
THINNER XARELTO, 
and suffered internal bleeding, 
hemorrhaging, required 
hospitalization or a loved one 
died while taking Xarelto between 
2011 and present time, you may 
be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-
1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-
614-6500; Front Royal/Winchester 
800-454-1400

LOTS & ACREAGE
NOTHING DOWN – 4 wooded 
acres in southern Nelson County.  
Mobile home welcome. $45,900 
and I’ll finance - no credit check - no 
closing costs.  434-534-1681 

SECLUDED – 17 ACRES 
hardwood forest.  Franklin County 
near Smith Mountain Lake.  Lays 
well, no covenants.  Great spot for 
your retirement home.  $89,900 – 
I’ll finance.  540-294-3826

BUILD TINY – 2 ACRES, trees, 
paved state road, near Staunton 
River schools, Bedford County.  
Great spot for tiny home.  $39,900 - 
I’ll finance - nothing down 434-534-
1681

MASONRY
Valley Paving and 
Masonry
Brick and Stone Installation and 
Repair. 
Walkways ~ Steps ~ Patios
Retaining Walls ~ Driveways
Waterproofing
Bluestone ~ Gravel

Call today for free estimate!
571-707-9532
www.valleypavingandmasonry.com

PEST CONTROL
KILL ROACHES-
GUARANTEED!  Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, Effective, 
Long Lasting. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

KILL BED BUGS!  Buy Harris 
Bed Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System.  Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com.  Try Harris Roach 
Killers Too! 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE
Uncontested, $395 + $86 court 
cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-
one days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome - no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Español.

WANTED TO BUY OR
TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK 
UP and pay CA$H for R12.  Cylinders 
or case of cans.  EPA certified.  
(312) 291-9169; Refrigerantfinders.
com

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review on

WEDNESDAY, May 24, 2017 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00134 
Request for partial demolition 
& capsulation at 920 Pendleton 
Street. Applicant: Robert Glen 
Roe & Lila Mei Lee

CASE BAR #2017-00135 
Request for an addition at 920 
Pendleton Street 
Applicant: Robert Glen Roe & 
Lila Mei Lee

CASE BAR #2017-00139 
Request for partial demolition at 
1216 Princess Street 
Applicant: Arlisa Tracey

CASE BAR #2017-00140 
Request for alterations and 
waiver of rooftop HVAC 
screening requirement at 1216 
Princess Street. Applicant: Arlisa 
Tracey

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.

Advertising 

Works!

Reach 19,000+ 

viewers!

 

Contact us 

today  

sales@

alextimes.com

OBITUARY
Art Thomas “Tom” Blackburn
Art Thomas “Tom” Black-

burn, 80, of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, passed away Monday, 
May 1, 2017 at his residence.

Graveside services were 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 6, 

2017 at Boggstown Cemetery 
in Boggstown, IN.

Services have been entrust-
ed to Freeman Family Funeral 
Homes and Crematory, 819 S. 
Harrison St. in Shelbyville, IN.

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

WHAT IS A 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER?
A graphic designer is a person 

who designs page layouts, chooses 

typefaces, colors and imagery for 

communications on paper or online. 

They design logos, publications, 

signage, packaging, websites and 

more.

A graphic designer’s job is to make 

sure that you get the message!

703-328-8046 
ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com 

YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 there when it counts

Going Above and Beyond to Find your Next Home

Contact Lauren Bishop to see what’s happening  
in YOUR neighborhood.

415 E Timber Branch Parkway, Alexandria 
$1,825,000

Stunning six-bedroom home located on a uniquely private lot 
surrounded by trees and lush plantings. Sunroom, formal dining room 
and eat-in kitchen all access the beautiful slate patio. A prominent 
front porch and foyer, modern amenities, gorgeous hardwood 
flooring, recessed lighting, custom built-ins, 2 fireplaces and finished 
lower level compliment the versatile and spacious layout.

FOR SALE

11762 Great Owl Circle, Reston 
$529,000

UNDER CONTRACT

216 W Jefferson St, Falls Church 
$925,000

UNDER CONTRACT

411 S Lee Street, Alexandria 
$1,249,000

UNDER CONTRACT

512 Bellvue Place, Old Town 
$945,000

Bright and stunning home located in a private mews setting in a premier 
Old Town location with easy access to DC, public transportation, shops, 
restaurants and the Mt. Vernon Trail. Beautiful kitchen renovation with 
custom breakfast nook, three bedrooms with en-suite baths, new 
roof, two zoned heating and AC, abundant storage and a sensational 
outdoor brick patio with awning and gate access.

FOR SALE

525 N Fayette Street #420, Old Town
$1,975/month

FOR RENT


