
Complaints abound 
that only “pro” voices 
have been allowed 
seats at the table 

BY DENISE DUNBAR AND 

JAMES CULLUM

The Times has learned 
that during the year-long ex-
ploration process for a poten-
tial Business 
Improvement 
District for 
Old Town, anti-BID voices 
have repeatedly been denied 
opportunities for meaning-
ful input. The BID explor-
atory committee’s purpose, 
as explained by Stephanie 
Landrum, who heads the 
committee, has been to de-

termine how to structure a 
BID, not whether or not there 
should be one. Landrum is 
president and CEO of the Al-
exandria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership.

Unlike many jurisdic-
tions with business districts, 
Alexandria’s BID proposal 
does not provide for affect-
ed business owners or resi-

dents to vote 
on whether 
to authorize a 

BID. The District of Colum-
bia has an opt-in requirement 
whereby a majority of affect-
ed business owners must vote 
in favor before a BID can be 
established.

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS AND 

JAMES CULLUM

Residents of the Del Ray 
neighborhood woke up on Sat-
urday morning to find flyers 
with racist messages plastered 
on utility polls and car wind-
shields around Commonwealth 
and Mount Vernon avenues 
and East Uhler and East Custis 
avenues. 

Del Ray resident Eric Wag-
ner was walking his dog around 

7 a.m. when he found the fly-
ers, bearing slogans including 
“around blacks never relax,” 

“the lying press,” “you’re los-
ing your country, white man!” 
and “fascism, the next step for 

America.” Another flyer had 
personal information on C. 
Christine Fair, the Georgetown 
professor who confronted alt-
right leader Richard Spencer at 
an Alexandria gym on May 17.

“I ripped [the flyer] off and 
literally a step later, on every 
utility poll, on every tree, on 
every car, there were more of 
these flyers,” Wagner said. 
“There were eight different 
designs and they were every-
where.”

Wagner said there were at 
least 50 flyers hung in the area, 
which were later removed by 
residents. He gave some fly-
ers to the Alexandria Police 
Department, which is still in-
vestigating the incident. The 
flyers originate from Vanguard 
America, a white supremacist 
group that makes the material 
available for download on its 
website, bloodandsoil.org. 
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Former Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland, a Vietnam War veteran who served in medical hospitals in the Me-
kong Delta from 1968 to 1971, stood in the sun during the entire Memorial Day ceremony at the Mount 
Vernon Community Recreation Center on Monday. “It’s dedication for those who died for our country,” 
Cleveland said. “I read something today, where it said, when Hurricane Isabel was coming, the soldiers at 
the [Tomb of the Unknown Soldier] war memorial were told, ‘You don’t have to go out today,’ but they refused 
because they stood the line for those that they were dedicated to. So today, it was up to me to stand the line 
for those that have died for our country. You see, I happen to be one that was blessed to be able to come 
back, so now I serve my community, I serve my nation and I serve my God.”  

Racist flyers in Del Ray spark outrage

Signs from the website of Vanguard America, a white supremacist 
group, were found in Del Ray Saturday morning. (Photos: Eric Wagner)

BID process draws 
local leaders’ ire
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‘I serve my
community, 

I serve my  
nation and I 

serve my God.’
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300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

Old Town’s finest, first time in 
3 decades!  Brick, single family. 
Hardwood floors, open floorplan, 
courtyard entrance, off-street 
parking, unfinished basement.  
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Olde Swinks Mill Estates with 
$250K+ in renovations! Chef’s 
kitchen, granite, custom cabinets, 
Swarovski crystal handles and 
knobs. Sunroom overlooking the 
pool. 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

MCLEAN $1,750,000     ALEXANDRIA $1,400,000       

Pinecrest. Lakeside town w/
hardwoods in living & bedroom 
areas. Two-level owners’ suite, 
vaulted ceilings, fireplace, spa 
bath. 2-car Garage. Near bus and 
shopping. 2/3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $559,900 

Fairlington Village, Clarendon 
model, end unit too! Open 
floorplan, renovated kitchen and 
dining room. Hardwood floors, 
updated bath, and parking.  
2 bedrooms + den, 2 baths

ARLINGTON $475,000     

ALEXANDRIA $319,900     

Northampton Place luxury condo 
w/ large balcony, hardwood floors, 
gas fp, chef’s kitchen w/ GE Profile 
appliances. Just off I-395, minutes 
from Old Town, Clarendon and DC!  
2 bedrooms, 2 baths

ALEXANDRIA $339,900     

Northampton Place Penthouse. 
Great DC view!  9 foot ceilings, 
balcony, hardwood floors, chef’s 
kitchen. Bus service to Pentagon & 
Mark Center. Billiard room, sauna, 
and gym. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths

ALEXANDRIA $254,900     

Bearings South, top floor condo, 
quiet location. Hardwood floors, 
granite counters, cherry cabinets, 
stainless appliances. Separate 
living, dining areas. Good size 
bedroom. Lots of closet space.

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

1800 Wilson, Ideally situated 
between Rosslyn and Court House 
metros. First-floor unit, sleek, 
contemporary. Hardwood floors 
in the main living area, WIC, and 
private patio. Garage parking.

ARLINGTON $429,900     

Ask Us
How!

You could SAVE up to   

$10,000 in closing costs*
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EL GALEON, the 
traveling replica of a 16th 
century Spanish galeon, 
visited Alexandria for 
the second time on May 
25, offering tours just in 
time for Memorial Day 
weekend.

Visit your neighborhood branch today!   
703-684-1655  !  burkeandherbertbank.com 

Minimum deposit to open $25. ©2017 Burke & Herbert Bank

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Logo Guidlines Blue:  PMS 648 C (PC) 4C:  100c / 62m /    0y / 52k
 Gold:  PMS 457 C (PC) 4C:     6c / 23m / 97y / 26k
Logotype:   CG Futura Maxi Demi   Ampersand: CG Futura Maxi Book    Tagline: Futura Heavy

FOR USE ON COATED STOCK

If using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logo size 2.

Un-
expectedly
different

Un- fee 
me

Every ATM free 
nationwide and 
no monthly fees.

Try our really free
Convenient Checking Account.

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

Advocates for Alexan-
dria Aquatics has terminated 
its partnership with the city 
following the city’s decision 
to cut funding for a project 
planned for the Chinquapin 
Recreation Center.

The public-private part-
nership would have seen the 
city invest $20 million in the 
installation of a 50-meter 
indoor pool at Chinquapin, 
toward which AAA planned 
to contribute $2.5 million in 
private sector funds.

AAA notified the city on 
May 19, citing both the fund-
ing decision and the failure 
of the city to communicate 
with the nonprofit about the 
status of the project. 

The nonprofit said the 
failure to communicate be-
gan with City Manager Mark 
Jinks’ announcement in No-
vember 2016 that the project 

was being put “on hold.” As 
a result, the previously ap-
proved $4.5 million in funds 
for the project, which were 
part of the FY2017 budget, 
were not released.

City council declined to 
take action after Jinks’ an-
nouncement. 

“The decision by the city 
manager to pause the work 
on the 50-meter pool at 
Chinquapin was a complete 
surprise,” Melynda Wilcox, 
the incoming chair of AAA, 
said in a news release. “For 
over four years we operated 
in good faith with the city. 
Yet we never received a sat-
isfactory explanation as to 
why the 50-meter pool was 
‘paused’ while numerous 
other projects around the city 
went forward as planned.”

– aepitropoulos
@alextimes.com

Nonprofit ends city
partnership on 
Chinquapin project

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Come see our new garden settings for the permanent 
rememberance of a loved one at a range of affordable prices. 

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856. 

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Ground burial sites also available.

Man robbed at knifepoint over weekend
The Alexandria Police De-

partment is investigating a 
robbery at knifepoint that took 
place on Sunday afternoon.

Police responded to the rob-
bery at around 2 p.m. on May 
28, which occurred around the 

intersection of Duke and South 
Jordan streets. 

The victim, a 34-year-old 
Alexandria resident, reported 
that as he approached the sus-
pects, three black males, one 
suspect held a knife and stole 

his wallet. The group subse-
quently fled. There were no in-
juries in the incident.

Police presence should be 
expected around the area for the 
duration of the investigation.

– Alexa Epitropoulos

Northern Virginia non-
profit Goodwin House opened 
its newest senior housing de-
velopment and health care 
center in Alexandria last 
week.

The new facility, which is 
80,000 square feet and con-
nects to the existing Goodwin 
House facility, is centered 
on a “small house” concept, 
which means residents will all 
have private rooms. The facil-
ity will be able to accommo-

date 90 residents with a range 
of needs, including those in 
need of memory or mobility 
support, as well as those who 
need short-term or long-term 
rehabilitation.

The facility also includes 
37,500 square feet of green 
space, with gardens and pati-
os for resident use. The facil-
ity contains common areas, a 
shared dining room table and 
a kitchen that prepares food to 
residents’ orders. In addition, 

residents are able to bring 
their own furniture to the 
rooms in the facility, though 
it’s not required.

The health care center has 
90 “care partners,” or certi-
fied nursing assistants that go 
through additional training, 
and 30 nurses on staff.

Goodwin House’s Alexan-
dria facility now totals 500,000 
square feet in all. Goodwin 
House also has facilities in 
Falls Church, Fairfax County 

Goodwin House opens new 
senior living community on 
Alexandria campus

Alexandria 
pools open 
for the
summer  

Despite a rainier than usual 
Memorial Day weekend, public 
pools across Alexandria opened 
on May 27 for the summer.

Hours for the community 
pools are listed at right.

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Old Town Pool,  1609 Cameron St.
WEEKDAYS WEEKENDSDATES

May 27-June 22 4 to 7 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m.

June 23-July 28 Noon to 8 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m.

July 29-Aug. 19 Noon to 7 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m.

Aug. 20-Sept. 1 4 to 7 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m.

Sept. 2-Sept. 10 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m.

Memorial Pool,  Charles Houston Recreation Center at 
901 Wythe St.

WEEKDAYS WEEKENDSDATES

May 27-June 22 4 to 7 p.m. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

June 23-Aug. 18 Noon to 8 p.m. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Aug. 19-Sept. 3 4 to 7 p.m. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Potomac Yard Interactive Fountain, 2501 Potomac 
Ave.

DAILYDATES

May 27-Sept. 4

Sept. 5-mid Oct.

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Holiday hours 
will vary.

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

While Virginia code gov-
erning the establishment of 
improvement districts does not 
mandate a vote, it also does not 
prohibit one. Tina Leone, CEO 
of the Ballston BID, has said 
that they conducted a tally of 
potentially affected business-
es – and found a majority sup-
ported it – before their district 
was established. In addition, 
D.C. requires periodic re-votes 
within established BIDS in or-
der for them to be renewed.

The lack of public input on 
Alexandria’s proposed BID is 
coming to a head in advance 
of Tuesday night’s city council 
work session, at which pro- and 
anti-BID panels, which were 
selected by City Manager Mark 
Jinks, are slated to testify be-
fore council. A public hearing 
on whether to establish a BID 
is slated for June 24, the same 
date that the proposal is sched-
uled for a vote. 

This expedited timeframe, 
and lack of input for those op-
posed to a BID during the pro-
cess, has a group of Alexandri-
ans, led by the Old Town Civic 
Association, ready to picket 
Tuesday’s meeting, slated for 7 
p.m. at the Durant Arts Center 
at 1605 Cameron St.

Yvonne Weight Callahan, 
president of the OTCA, is one 
of the people left out from hav-
ing a seat at the table. 

“At almost all [of their 
meetings] they excluded resi-
dents from coming and attend-
ing and speaking,” she said. “I 
tried to go to them and was told 
that is not appropriate.”

She wanted to attend anoth-
er meeting in mid-March that 
was held at Landini’s restau-
rant, but was told it was for 
the small business association 
only.

“There are no residents on 
the BID and no interaction 
with the largest civic associat-
ing in Old Town…[There were] 
not enough meetings set up to 
have a good dialogue,” Callah-
an said.

Landrum said this exclusion 
was deliberate and shouldn’t 

come as a surprise to anyone 
who has been watching.

“This process has been 
going on for a year,” she said. 
“We weren’t exploring how not 
to do a BID. We’re exploring 
how to do a BID, so we have 
preliminary meetings with 
a much larger group and the 
people who decided that they 
didn’t like a BID or couldn’t 
support a BID, they stopped 
exploring.”

Businessman E. Hunt 
Burke, Chairman and CEO of 
Burke & Herbert Bank, an Al-
exandria institution since 1852, 
described himself in a letter as 
“pro-business, pro-retail and 
pro-Alexandria” but, nonethe-
less, expressed concern with 
the BID process.

“I was invited into the BID 
committee discussion in mid-
2016. I came in with an open 
mind and a few questions,” 
Burke said in the letter. “I was 
surprised to find that the meet-
ing was not about the concept 
of a BID but more about how 
fast approval could be pushed 
through the city council with a 
goal of January or February of 
2017 for a pro-BID outcome.”

“Details were scarce,” he 
continued. “I felt as though my 
questions and concerns were 
not addressed.”

Burke also expressed con-
cern that the BID was being 
pushed by people he consid-
ered to be outsiders, rather than 
people who would be directly 
affected by the new tax.

“Interestingly, neither some 
of the business owners at the 
meeting nor the representatives 
of the AEDP appear to own 
commercial real estate in the 
BID zone. In short, their plans 
and the proposed new BID 
bureaucracy are to be paid for 
by a tax increase on others,” 
Burke said. “Frankly, some of 
the reasons voiced in favor of 
the BID seemed far fetched.”

Kim Putens, owner of 
Bloomers and a business owner 
for 17 years, will speak at Tues-
day’s meeting on the anti-BID 
panel. Putens said she felt shut 
out of the process to this point.

“I’ve been feeling like this 

has been rammed down our 
throat from the very begin-
ning,” Putens said. “When I 
found out that the BID was go-
ing on, I asked to participate in 
the BID exploratory committee 
and then I was told [by AEDP] 
that they were only going for-
ward with those who support 
it on the committee. So I said, 
‘How can you come up with a 
plan if you don’t look at dif-
ferent sides and different opin-
ions?’”

Jinks said the two panels at 
the Tuesday meeting were not 
intended to exclude input, but 
rather are just the way work 
sessions operate. 

“Work sessions are not pub-

lic hearings,” he said. “They 
are the presentation of infor-
mation to the governing body. 
“…and so I said, as part of the 
evening work session… have 

a group of folks who are…
against the BID also tell coun-
cil what their concerns are and 
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Their plans and 
the proposed new 

BID bureaucracy are to be 
paid for by a tax increase 
on others. Frankly, 
some of the reasons 
voiced in favor of the BID 

seemed far fetched.”

– E. Hunt Burke, chairman 
and CEO, Burke & Herbert 
Bank and Trust Company

COURTESY PHOTO
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Red, White & Tuna                     6/3 - 6/24

Just in time for July 4th, LTA returns 
to the third smallest town in Texas 
to celebrate Red, White, & Tuna!  
Welcome to Tuna, where the  
Lion’s Club is too  
liberal, Patsy Cline 
never dies, and the  
residents never stop 
listening to OKKK, the 
local radio station. Join 
the wild ride of quick 
changes and comedic 
characterizations.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

Wagner also posted the 
photos on Facebook, which 
prompted a reaction through-
out the community, resulting 
in responses from Alexandria 
residents and city leaders.

Although the posters orig-
inate with Vanguard America, 

the identities of the individuals 
who posted them are not clear. 
It’s also not clear what crime 
the individuals responsible 
could be charged with.

Alexandria Police Depart-
ment Spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal called the flyers “objec-
tionable to many,” but said that 
there is no codified crime for 

hate speech. The flyers don’t 
easily fit into the category of 
a hate crime, which is defined 
as a “criminal act committed 
against a person or his prop-
erty with the specific intent of 
instilling fear or intimidation 
in the individual against whom 
the act is perpetrated because 
of race, religion or ethnic ori-
gin.”

The individual or individ-
uals who posted the flyers did 
violate an Alexandria city or-
dinance (Sec. 11-12-2), which 
prohibits graffiti on public or 
private property, a category 
which utility and public ser-
vice equipment and vehicles 
fall into. 

The flyers come a week 
after an altercation between 
Richard Spencer, who runs the 
website AltRight.com and has 
offices at 1001 King St., and 
Fair at the Old Town location 
of Sport and Health became na-
tional news. Many were quick 
to note the connection, though 
neither Spencer nor his website 
have taken ownership of the 

action. It’s unclear if there’s 
any affiliation between Van-
guard America and Spencer.

Spencer did not respond to 
requests for comment from the 
Alexandria Times. 

Fair, who confronted Spen-
cer at the gym, said she appre-
ciated the response of the Del 
Ray community. 

"Del Ray is simply not re-
ceptive to their campaign of 
racist, anti-Semitic, misogynist 

and otherwise bigoted messag-
es.  My community demon-
strated that on Saturday,” Fair 
said. “I love that Del Raniacs 
took the flyers down and put up 
messages of tolerance in their 
place.”

Fair indicated she believes 
Spencer is responsible for the 
flyers.

“I think this was a strategic 

PHOTOS/ERIC WAGNER

A number of Del Ray residents posted these messages in response to 
the signs hung on Saturday morning.
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 Treat yourself  
to lunch  

or dinner 
at Fontaine Caffe.

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our solid brass candlestick is a great  
addition to your home.  Giving you the 
flexibility of a 3-way light using the 
30-70-100 to illuminate your hall way, 
room, window, or wherever you choose. 
It has a graceful handle that mimics the 
candle sticks used long ago.  This candle-
stick isn’t limited to shiny brass, it can 
come in antique brass, dark bronze, and 
nickel. 
 
Come by The Lamplighter and see for your-
self how this beautiful candlestick lamp 
can add additional beauty to your home. 

over-reach on their part. Any-
one who somehow believed 
that Spencer was unfairly vic-
timized because the gym priv-
ileged its employees' right to a 
safe workplace over his right to 
be a Nazi or minimized what 
he and his ilk are about got a 
good schooling about what the 
stakes are for our community 
and our country. These people 
want ethnic cleansing,” Fair 
said.

City leaders and state chap-
ters of national organizations 
have condemned the flyers 
since news broke on Saturday.

The NAACP’s Alexandria 
chapter released a statement 
condemning the flyers, saying 
that they are “a reminder of the 
climate individuals of the Afri-
can diaspora has had to endure 
for many years.”

“Posting of the material 
without taking ownership is a 
display of cowardice and a sign 
of growing boldness of per-
sons existing in our midst. The 
NAACP has taken note of the 
harsh rhetoric and the anti-civ-
il rights actions of the Trump 
Administration’s Department 

of Injustice. We don’t think it 
is a coincidence that we now 
have the unwanted presence 
in Old Town of the infamous 
Richard Spencer and his alt-
right, neo-Confederate, white 
nationalist National Policy 
Institute right in our midst,” 
Christopher Harris, president 
of the Alexandria NAACP, said 
in a statement. 

Mayor Allison Silberberg, 
who advocated for the state-
ment on inclusiveness that was 
passed after the presidential 
election in November 2016, 
quickly denounced the flyers 
over the weekend.

“Alexandria is a city of 
kindness and compassion,” 
Silberberg said. “We are a city 
that is inclusive, accepting and 
embracing. Diversity is a core 
value here. We, as a commu-
nity, are far stronger than a 
few flyers, and we will remain 
steadfast in our commitment to 
these values, which we hold so 
dear. Shame on those who have 
posted these hateful flyers. 
Such acts do not reflect the val-
ues of our beloved community 
and nation.”  

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said that the flyers will bring 

the community closer together.
“The signs are obviously 

very disturbing, but the people 
who posted them underesti-
mate our neighborhood and our 
city,” Wilson said. “They will 
not divide us. We will not give 
them more attention than they 
deserve, and instead focus on 
what brings us together.”

Delegate Mark Levine (D-
45) called the flyers a “shock-
ing wake up call.” 

“I have spoken at many pro-
tests against Richard Spencer 
and his disgusting neo-Nazi 
band of followers,” Levine 
said. “My only solace is that 
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The signs are 

obviously very 

disturbing, but the 

people who posted 

them underestimate 

our neighborhood 

and our city. They 

will not divide us.”

– Justin Wilson, vice mayor, 
City of Alexandria
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5 Music Practice Tips for the 
Summer Months

Summer is right around the corner. 
While homemade lemonade, trips 
to the beach, and sleeping in are 
perks of the sea- son, the interrupt-
ed schedules and lapsed routines 
are not. Many student musicians 
are on “vacation” until they’re back 
in the classroom in September, but 
taking a three- month break from 
an instrument is sure to set your child’s progress back. With more time on their hands 
but less of a routine, the only way to ensure your child keeps practicing is to become 
more involved. From setting time-sensitive goals to rewarding your child for practicing, 
here are a few ways you can encourage your child to practice and progress.

1 Set Time-Sensitive Goals
With three months of free time ahead, 
think of your child’s goals as an exciting 

personal project that lasts all summer long. 
Whether your child wants to memorize their 
favorite piece of sheet music or perfect their 
embouchure, summer is the perfect time for 
them to set their sights high. Make sure your 
child’s goals are SMART (Specific, Measurable, 
Attainable, Relevant, and Time-bound). For 
example, instead of setting a goal to “practice 
more”, make the goal something more along 
the lines of “practice at least four hours a week 
until the end of summer.” That way your child 
can keep a practice diary or performance log 
that’ll help them evaluate whether or not they’ve 
achieved their goal.

2 Create a Rewards System
If your child participates in school music, 
you have two choices for the summer:  

enroll them in private music lessons or stand-
in as their teacher during the summer months. 
Taking lessons with a qualified instructor, such 
as a teacher at The Lesson Studio at Music & 
Arts, can help prevent that summer slump.
One thing many music teachers do to help  
motivate their students to practice is establish 
a rewards system.  Some parents use a token 
system, while others get a bit more creative. 
Whether you create a number wreath or  

establish a different system that works for you 
and your family, it’s important that your child 
feels rewarded for a job well done.

3 Establish a Schedule
Unfortunately, the summer months aren’t 
usually as structured as the rest of the 

school year. For this reason, try setting a general 
time frame (instead of a set hour during the day) 
when your child should fit in their practicing. 
For example, instead of creating a schedule 
where your child practices between 10-11 A.M. 
every day, ask them to practice for an hour after 
breakfast. Additionally, make sure your child’s 
scheduled practice “time” works for them. Some 
children concentrate better in the morning while 
others’ creative juices flow later in the afternoon. 
As long as the practicing is consistent, that’s all 
that really matters.

4 Use a Practice Log
To help keep track of when, where, and 
how often they’re practicing, ask them 

to keep a practice log and have their babysitter 
or caretaker verify that the time is correct with 
their signature, initials, or a stamp. At the end 
of the week, check up on your child’s progress 
and help them honestly evaluate their progress. 
In doing so, you’ll show your child that you’re 
taking an active approach to their progress. In 
many cases, children seek the approval of their 
parents and other adults, and there’s no better 

way to show you approve than by simply being 
present every step of the way.

5 Invite Friends to Mini-Performances
Recitals and live performances through-
out the school year help keep your child 

interested in and excited about their instrument, 
so how can you keep this excitement alive during 
the summer? Try putting on mini-performances 
for friends and family. Just ask them to perform 
a new song for you once a week and act like it’s a 
real performance: pay attention, clap, and praise 
them for a job well done. Whether it’s a Monday 
evening mini-recital or a Saturday afternoon jam 
session with their friends, they’ll look forward 
to impressing their friends and family with what 
they’ve learned each week. And, as an added 
bonus, you’ll enjoy the special time the two of 
you spend bonding over music.

Music & Arts offers multiple  
performance opportunities  
year round, including during 

the summer months. Visit our location in 
Alexandria for our Open House Weekend July 
14-16! Open mic night Friday, July 14th at 6PM; 
Saturday, July 15th join one of our FREE Pointers- 
4-Players beginner guitar classes 11AM or 1PM 
and all weekend long FREE consultations from 
one of our professional lesson instructors and 
tours of The Lesson Studio. Call us today for 
more details!

4664 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
(703) 820-3610

This is an advertorial written for Music & 
Arts by Kathleen Bellamy. Kathleen is a 

former music educator and the  
Mid-Atlantic/Southern Regional  

Marketing Manager for Music & Arts.
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BY JAMES CULLUM

Alexandria held its first 
public meeting after Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe’s decision last month 
to sign a bill that accelerates the 
city’s schedule to complete its 
four combined sewer outfalls 
projects. 

House Bill 2383 and Senate 
Bill 898 require that Alexan-
dria begin remediating its four 
combined sewer outfalls by 
2023 and complete the project 
by July 1, 2025. City residents 
will see accompanying sew-
er rate increases, on average, 
from between $10 and $15 to 
between $25 and $35. 

The four outfalls are going 
to be tackled at once instead 
of being tackled one or two at 
a time, as previously proposed 
in December in the City’s Long 
Term Control Plan. The Virgin-
ia Department of Environmen-
tal Quality approved that plan 
in 1999. 

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
said it was important for city 
residents to be informed about 
an increased sewer fee. 

“I think all of us are obvi-
ously going to be affected by 
it and this is all very new,” she 
said. “We’re really now mov-
ing forward as a city on this 
in a very aggressive way and 
I’m proud of that. We’re going 
to get this done and get it done 
right. It’s critical, it’s the right 
thing to do, we’ll be better for it 
as a city, the river will be better 
for it as well.”  

Bill Skrabak, deputy direc-
tor of infrastructure and en-
vironmental quality, said the 
city will stick with the original 
1.6 million gallon tunnel for 
outfalls 3 [Duke Street] and 
4 [Hoofs Run], which was ap-
proved in the long term control 
plan. Some things, however, 
may change, especially at out-
falls 001 and outfall 002, where 
the city is considering building 
a tunnel to connect the outfalls. 

“We don’t intend to revisit 
that,” Skrabak said. “The origi-

nal schedule for that was 2026, 
so it’s not a big change to move 
that project up a year. We be-
lieve we can do that.”

While the majority of Al-
exandria has separate sewer 
systems, around 540 acres in 
Old Town is served by a sin-
gle pipe, or combined sewer, 
which dates back to the 1800s 
and sends an estimated 70 mil-
lion gallons of raw sewage, 
waste and rainwater into the 
Potomac River nearly every 
time it rains. 

The city, in December, sent 
the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality its long 

term control plan, initially set-
ting a 2035 completion date to 
address three of the city’s four 
outfalls. Outfall 001, which 
dumps into Oronoco Bay and 
the Potomac River, must now 
be included in the project. Pre-
vious language that punished 
Alexandria by withholding all 
state-level funding should the 
city not meet the deadline was 
removed from the final text of 
the legislation.  

State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-
30) said that he urged the gov-
ernor to veto the bills and to 
allow Alexandria more time to 
complete the construction proj-

ects, especially since the histor-
ic city is rich with archeological 
remains that have yet to be un-
earthed. 

“The city was singled out, 
in part, I think, because we saw 
some legislators who saw what 
was being emitted and wanted 
that solved right away, partly 
because their constituents were 
there,” he said. “The first bill 
that was introduced was that 
the city would lose all state aid 
if it wasn’t fixed in two years. 
It’s impossible to fix in two 
years. That’s kind of what we’re 
up against.” 

– jcullum@alextimes.com

4664 King Street
703-764-1400

VISIT OUR LOCATION IN 
ALEXANDRIA!

1 4 T H  6 P M  -  F R E E  O P E N  M I C  N I G H T
 1 5 T H  -  F R E E  G U I TA R  C L A S S E S

A L L  W E E K E N D  -  F R E E  C O N S U LTAT I O N S 
R S V P  at MusicArts.com/Open House

R O C K  OU T  TH I S  SU M M E R  
A T

J U LY  1 4 T H- 1 6 T H

INSTRUMENTS | LESSONS | RENTALS | REPAIRS                MUSICARTS.COM

9 LOCATIONS IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA TO SERVE YOU!
VISIT MUSICARTS.COM/LOCATIONS TO FIND A STORE NEAR YOU! www.henquarter.com

801 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 684-8969

Southern Fare & Free Range Cocktails with  
true Southern Hospitality.

FARM to TABLE

City holds first public meeting after outfalls decision

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

The city held its first public meet-
ing this week about the outfalls 
project following Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe’s decision to move up the 
deadline. 
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Hyatt on upper King 
Street draws ire of 
neighbors 

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

Hotel Indigo isn’t the only 
new hotel that will break into 
the market in Old Town in the 
next few years.

Two more small hotels are 
planned for the Old and His-
toric District. One of them, 
Hyatt Centric King Street, 
which is being developed by 
Magna Hospitality, won unan-
imous approval for a special 
use permit for requested al-
terations to their development 
plan at a city council public 
hearing on May 13.

Hyatt Centric will be built 
on the 1600 and 1700 blocks 
of King Street and will add 
124 rooms to Old Town’s 
supply. The project will also 
contain 10,000 square feet of 
office space and 2,500 square 
feet of retail. 

The other planned proj-
ect is at 115 S. Union St. and 
would convert an existing of-

fice and retail building into a 
64-room boutique hotel.

Like the Hotel Indigo de-

velopment, these proposals 
aren’t without their critics. 
In the case of Hyatt Centric, 
10 residents of the surround-
ing neighborhood, mostly 
residents living on bordering 
Harvard Street, spoke out 
against the planned develop-
ment at the public hearing. 

“It’s totally destructive to 
the neighborhood, where res-
idents depend on parking off 
street,” Townsend “Van” Van 
Fleet said. “Hotel parking 
will be an absolute nightmare. 
This is a massive parking re-
duction and will have a major 
impact on the neighborhood.”

Jeff Larrimore, who lives 
on Harvard Street, said neigh-
borhood residents are united 
in their disapproval.

“The overwhelming sen-
timent is that the hotel is too 
large for Harvard Street,” 
Larrimore said. “It’s a one-
way residential street. This 
would present a substantial 
adverse effect.”

Despite this strong oppo-
sition from neighbors, Hyatt 

won a special use permit from 
city council that will both al-
low the building to be used as 
a hotel and reduce the number 
of required parking spaces 
from 87 to 55 for the hotel and 
from 20 to 14 for office ten-
ants.

The proposed hotel on 
Union Street is at an earlier 
development stage and there-
fore light on details, though at 
this point plans include a 115-
seat restaurant on the ground 
floor. 

The possibility of three 
new boutique hotels in Old 
Town is good news for Visit 
Alexandria, which has seen 
an uptick in hotel occupancy 
rates in Alexandria over the 
last two years.

“I think they are definite-
ly a boon to our economy, to 
tourism and hospitality in 
general,” Visit Alexandria 
CEO Patricia Washington 
said. 

Washington said adding 
hotels in Old Town is partic-
ularly promising, as visitors 
that are new to Alexandria of-
ten want to stay in the core of 
the city.

“Old Town is the gate-
way to the entire city. A lot 
of times when people think 
of Alexandria, they think of 
Old Town,” Washington said. 
“They get to know who we are 
as a community and then they 
venture out and come back 
for return visits. They learn a 
little bit about other neighbor-
hoods, like Del Ray and the 
West End.” 

Alexandria’s overall hotel 
occupancy rate for the current 
fiscal year, from July 2016 to 
April 2017, is 71.1 percent, ac-
cording to Visit Alexandria, 
and the organization predicts 
it will finish at about 73 per-
cent. In Old Town itself, there 
are 2,090 hotel rooms spread 

For 30 years, Rebuilding Together Alexandria, and thousands 
of volunteers, have provided free home repairs to low-income 
homeowners, including the elderly, disabled, veterans, and 
families with children. We have delivered $7.5 million worth of
in-kind contributions to 2,000 
Alexandria homeowners and 
non-pro� t facilities serving 
those in need.

REBUILD. 
REVITALIZE.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org,  703.836.1021

703.370.3737

Proudly Supported By

BUSINESS

More hotel projects in Old Town pipeline

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM

Hotel Indigo recently opened on Alexandria’s waterfront on the 200 block of South Union Street. The hotel, 
which has 120 rooms, is the first of a number of hotels that hope to open in Old Town over the next few years.

SEE BUSINESS                | 11
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over 12 hotels. The occupan-
cy rate for Old Town – 85.2 
percent for the month of April 
2017 – also indicates there’s 
room for more growth.

Washington said boutique 
hotels that incorporate local 
features are especially attrac-

tive to visitors looking for a 
more authentic experience. 
Hotel Indigo has several au-
thenticating aspects, such as 
the inclusion of long-time lo-
cal chef Cathal Armstrong’s 
Hummingbird restaurant and 
artwork from the Torpedo 
Factory. 

“These kinds of local 

touches benefit the restaura-
teurs, the artists, the residents. 
It really is a win/win,” Wash-
ington said. “It resonates with 
visitors who, more and more, 
are looking for a local, spe-
cial, unique experience that 
you can’t get anywhere else.”

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong (866) 321-2030

Quick bites
n Triple Craft, a restaurant offering craft burgers, beers 

and over-the-top milkshakes, has debuted in the space at 
1 Marina Drive that upscale restaurant Indigo Landing 
occupied until recently.  The restaurant, which is still op-
erated by hospitality management company Guest Ser-
vices, is open seven days a week, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

n Dolce and Bean opened earlier this month in Del 
Ray at 2003 Mount Vernon Ave. as a café and gift shop. 
The new confectionary is serving up a number of sweet 
treats, including gelato, macaroons, gourmet fudge and 
crepes. It’s also offering catering for special occasions. 

n North Carolina-based donut franchise Duck Donuts 
has expanded into Alexandria with a new location at the 
Bradlee Shopping Center. It has 10 locations in the area, 
including in Arlington, Fairfax, Woodbridge and Hern-
don. 

n Meggrolls, a restaurant concept that serves up eggrolls 
inspired by burgers, chicken parm, buffalo wings and 
gyros, opened at 107 N. Fayette St. in late April. It’s the 
first brick-and-mortar location for the restaurant, which 
started as a food truck and was founded by Meghan Ba-
roody.

n Two Bros. Soulfood Kitchen opened on May 26 in 
Alexandria at 7305 Richmond Highway. The menu, pre-
dictably, is heavy on southern fare and includes a full 
bar, an outdoor patio section, dance floor and DJ booth.

– Alexa Epitropoulos
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Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Casual Elegant  
High Rise  

Apartment Living

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms -  $1130.00 -  

$1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

* Controlled   
 access     
 buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

* Balcony  
   (Select Units)

* Office Hours:  
   Monday –    
   Friday 
   9AM to 5PM  
   and Saturday     
  10AM – 2PM

* 301-630-9500 
   Call for Rental  
   Information

what their issues are and what 
their position is, whether it’s 
process issues, whether it’s 
the whole concept itself.”

Other Alexandrians, in-
cluding Mayor Allison Silber-
berg, expressed reservations 
about the timeframe for the 

process.
“I’m hearing strong con-

cerns,” she said. “I just feel 
that we need more input. 
I’ve asked, ‘What’s the rush? 
Why not wait until fall?’ The 
council, we could decide to 
wait until fall to have even 
more time to wait to think 
about this. I’m keeping an 

open mind, but I have defi-
nitely expressed strong con-
cerns.”

Silberberg said she had re-
ceived more than 50 letters, 
emails, calls and messages 
about the BID and that senti-
ment has been seven- or eight-
to-one against the proposal.

Burke also expressed 

concern with the seeming-
ly heavy-handed manner in 
which the BID is being con-
sidered.

“I am opposed to the sense 
of urgency with which the 
proposal is being rushed to a 
vote,” Burke said in the letter. 
“…Those with whom I have 
spoken know little or nothing 
about the pros and cons be-
ing discussed. Accordingly, 
I have three new questions: 
What is the hurry on such an 
important issue? Why is it all 
or nothing – without more 
discourse on what is right and 
fair to the majority of proper-
ty owners in Old Town? Why 
are alternatives not being dis-
cussed?”

Landrum, however, said 
she feels it’s now or never for 
an Old Town BID. 

“…If [the BID proposal] 
does not pass, then there is 
no point bringing it back for-
ward,” Landrum said. “I don’t 
think there will be a round two 

– ‘let’s try this again.’ I think 
that one of the problems that 
the BID is trying to solve is 
that city resources are limited 
and it is hard for me to imag-
ine the city coming up with $1 
million or $2 million to give 
to any other group to work on 
some of the issues that have 
been identified through this 
BID proposal.”

Burke, however, does not 
view this spring as the only 
shot at a BID.

“I am not proposing that 
the issue be scrapped, but that 
we take the time to bring all 
taxpayers in the BID to the 
table and be willing to com-
promise and recognize that 
we are all concerned with the 
best interest of our businesses 
and our city,” he said.

Callahan also advocated for 
a slowdown in the process.

“They are pushing this too 
fast,” she said. “Too, too fast.”

– ddunbar@alextimes.com,
– jcullum@alextimes.com

BID                        FROM  | 5

I believe they littered our city 
with this hate-filled trash as a 
reaction by them to their know-
ing how unwelcome in Alexan-
dria they are. Hopefully, they 
will soon have enough and 
leave.”

Sean Lenehan, chairman 
of the Alexandria Republican 
City Committee, also spoke 
out against the flyers in a state-
ment.

“These posters are the an-
tithesis of everything Repub-

licans stand for, and we con-
demn them in the strongest 
possible terms,” Lenehan said.

The ACLU of Virginia 
said the city didn’t violate free 
speech in removing the flyers. 

ACLU Virginia Director of 
Public Policy and Communica-
tions Bill Farrar said he would 
encourage the city to not create 
any ordinances curbing free 
speech.

“It’s not the message that 

FLYERS                  FROM  | 7

SEE FLYERS                    | 14

I’ve been 

feeling like 

this has been 

rammed down our 

throat from the 

very beginning.”
– Kim Putens, owner, 

Bloomers
PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
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Alexandria Aces 
Baseball is back! 
EXHIBITION GAME 

Sun, June 4th vs. Herndon Braves 
$2 Adults; $1 Youth (Ages 6-17) 

Ages 5 & Under FREE 
 

HOME OPENER 
Fri, June 9th vs. Baltimore Redbirds 

$5 Adults; $3 Youth (Ages 6-17) 
Ages 5 & Under FREE 
Game Night Sponsor: 

Onelife Fitness 
 
 

20 Home Games in June & 
July @ Frank Mann Field 

at Four Mile Run Park 

3700 Commonwealth Ave 

Alexandria VA 

AlexandriaAces

1 

Alexandria_Aces Alexandria_Aces 

BY JACK MACKEY

The T.C. Williams High 
School track and field team had 
a strong showing at the 6A North 
Region Championships at Rob-
inson High School on May 26, 
with the boys team placing sec-
ond overall with 65 points and the 
girls team placing third overall 
with 60 points.

“All in all, we did a pretty 
good job,” Michael Hughes, head 
coach of both track and field 
teams, said. “Across the board, 
the team did really well.”

The girls 4x100m team was 
the highlight of the meet for the 
Titans. Anchored by sophomore 
Nyla Ward, the 4x1 had a time 
of 48.09 seconds, out-leaning 
W.T. Woodson High School for 
the win. With this time, the girls 
4x1 set a new school record and 
qualified for the New Balance 
Outdoor Nationals meet that will 
be held between June 16 and 18 in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

“We don’t emphasize the 
relays at the national level. We 
mostly emphasize the individual 
events, but it was good for them 
to run that quality performance,” 

Hughes said. 
Ward also won the girls long 

jump with a jump of 18 feet and 
5.25 inches and placed seventh in 
the 100m dash (12.56 seconds).

Senior Bhrandi Crenshaw led 
the girls team in points scored, 
placing third in the triple jump 
with a jump of 37 feet and 2.25 
inches, fifth in the long jump with 
a jump of 16 feet and 8.5 inches 
and sixth in the high jump with a 
jump of 5 feet and 1 inch. Cren-
shaw, who will attend North Car-
olina Central University in the 
fall, holds the school record in the 
girls triple jump.

Throwers Sarah Leckman 
and Courtney Holford earned 
the girls team nearly 20 points 
through their combined efforts. 
Leckman, a senior who will at-
tend the Virginia Military In-
stitute in the fall, placed first in 
the girls shot put with a throw of 
41 feet and 6 inches. Holford, a 
sophomore, placed fourth in the 
shot and fifth in the discus with 
throws of 36 feet and 1 inch and 
107 feet and 7 inches, respective-
ly.

Sophomore Louisa Obenwa 
placed seventh in the 100m hur-

dles (15.90 seconds) and fifth in 
the 300m hurdles (46.57 seconds).

The Titan boys were led by 
senior Ebenezer Belayneh to 
their second place overall finish. 
Belayneh placed second in the 
shot put with a throw of 54 feet 
and 8 inches and second in the 
discus with a throw of 164 feet 
and 7 inches. Both throws qualify 
Belayneh for the upcoming state 
meet.

Despite graduating Olym-
pic-level sprinters Noah and Jo-
sephus Lyles last year, the Titan 
boys remained dominant in the 
100m dash. Sophomore Ibrahim 
Bangura and junior Kai Cole 
took first and second in the race 
with times of 11.18 seconds and 
11.26 seconds. 

“I got a bad start, but I made 
up some ground and it all worked 
out in the end,” Bangura said.

Looking to continue their 
100m prowess, Cole and Bangura 
both participated in the 4x100m 
relay. The relay – composed of 
Cole, freshman Anthony Eaton, 
junior Kelvin Harris and Bangura 
– placed second in the race with a 

SPORTS

T.C. Williams track team takes silver, 
bronze at regional championship

SEE SPORTS                   | 14

PHOTO/LISA MCARTHUR

Kai Cole explodes out of the blocks as first leg of the T.C. boys 4x100m relay.
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Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

07.27.17

40 under 40 is a region-wide awards program, 
with the aim of recognizing emerging leaders 
less than 40 years of age. 

6:30-9:00 PM

UNITED WAY WORLDWIDE

REGISTER NOW!
www.alexchamber.com 

PRESENTED BY

After Party at Blackwall Hitch

701 North Fairfax Street, Alexandria

time of 42.58 seconds. Bangura 
anchored the race and made up 
a five meter deficit to Centrev-
ille High School. The race came 
down to leans over the finish line, 
with Centreville taking first place 

by 0.03 seconds.
Cole also placed third in the 

200m dash with a time of 22.19 
seconds. Both Cole and Bangura 
are seeded in the top 15 runners 
for the 100m dash in the state 
meet.

Other notable performances 

include: junior Terrence Sakyi 
placing second in the boys high 
jump with a jump of 6 feet and 
6 inches, senior Raymond Mc-
Guire placing sixth in the 110m 
hurdles (15.49 seconds) and 
eighth in the 300m hurdles (41.30 
seconds), junior Daniel Walsh 

vaulting 14 feet for fifth place 
in the boys pole vault and junior 
Kevin Munson placing eighth in 
the boys pole vault with a jump 
of 13 feet. Full results from the 
6A North Region meet can be 
found at http://va.milesplit.com/
meets/261798/results.

The T.C. track and field team 
will next compete at the VHSL 
6A Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships at Todd Stadium 
in Newport News, Virginia, on 
June 2 and 3. Both the girls team 
and the boys team are poised to 

earn top overall team scores. 
“The girls team could fin-

ish in the top four or five [in the 
state],” Hughes said. “The boys 
could be as high up as second or 
third.” 

Depending on their individu-
al performances at the state meet, 
the Titans will decide who to send 
to New Balance Outdoor Na-
tionals in mid-June. Seed place-
ments for the state meet can be 
found at http://va.milesplit.com/
meets/277257/entries.

– jackmackey@comcast.net 
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we object to. It’s not classi-
fied as free speech because 
of the ordinance prohibiting 
graffiti. I think the city acted 
within its rights to remove the 
flyers. Beyond that, we have 
to be careful about imposing 
or advocating restrictions, no 
matter how distasteful,” Far-
rar said. 

After the flyers were re-
moved, they were replaced 
with new messages from the 
Del Ray community. The new 
flyers and posters had more 
positive slogans, reading, 
“Hey Hey! We’re Del Ray. 

Everyone’s welcome to come 
and stay,” “We are Del Ray. 
We are all colors. We are not 
afraid,” and “Love lives here.”

It’s those messages that 
residents and city officials 
hope people remember.

“I hope community mem-
bers will use this outrageous 
and disturbing incident to form 
tighter bonds with their neigh-
bors,” City Councilman John 
Chapman said. “I hope Alex-
andria is an inclusive city that 
won’t be rattled by immature 
acts of hate.” 

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com,

 – jcullum@alextimes.com
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Nyla Ward leans forward at the finish line, securing the T.C. girls 
4x100m team first place and setting a new school record. 



Summer is here and many 
of us are gearing up for va-
cations, yay. A lot of prepa-
ration and planning goes into 
travel. One of the most stress-
ful parts can be deciding who 
will take care of your pet 
while you are gone. Here are 
some tips on what to look for 
and what to avoid.

Consider Your Options
You can take your pet to 

a boarding facility, to a pet 
care provider’s home or keep 
them at your home where a 
pet sitter comes to visit; the 
best option depends on your 
pet. Nervous or older pets 
may do significantly better in 
their own home environment 
where less change equates 
to less stress. Pets that enjoy 
one-on-one attention may 
do well staying at someone 
else’s home. More social or 
high-energy pets may do bet-
ter at a kennel where they can 
interact with other animals 
and/or receive attention from 

staff throughout the day.
 

Do Your Research
Take the time to check 

out the prospective pet care 

provider’s reputation. Busi-
ness reviews can be found on 
Yelp! and Facebook and pet 
sitters may have reviews on 
Rover.com, Care.com, Sitter-

city.com and the like. If you 
can’t find information online, 
you can request references – 
while they will provide hap-
py customers, you can ask 

questions that get to whether 
the services provided match 
your preferences. 

Request a Tour
It’s important to person-

ally inspect any boarding fa-
cility or pet sitter’s home that 
you are considering. Showing 
up unannounced and request-
ing a tour of where your pet 
will be kept should be no 
problem — they should want 
you to see it and be proud 
of it. This also gives you a 
feeling for what the place is 
like on a day-to-day basis. If 
they are not willing to give 
you a tour, this is a definite 
red f lag. You also shouldn’t 
be greeted with unpleasant 
odors – accidents happen, 
but they should be dealing 
with them effectively using 
pet-friendly cleaners.

Your Pet’s Typical Day
Ask what your pet will be 

STOCK PHOTO

One of the most stressful parts of summer can be deciding who will take care of your pet while you are 
gone. Pet owners should do research and consider their options before making the big decision.
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‘JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR’
 at Signature Theatre emphasizes 
great music and choreography.
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Living

JUNE EVENTS
abound in the Port City

BARN DOORS
Swing into style with a look 
that’s rustic yet functional

Selecting a Pet Care Provider
PETS



Ellen Delaney • Studio 322
Looking Back on the Valley, 24” x 24”

Acrylic on panel 
www.EllenDelaneyArt.com • edelaneyart@gmail.com

With more than 200 artists 
featured in the studios and 

galleries of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center, there is always new 
art (and new artists) to discover.
Come in and explore what we 

are creating today.

Working Artists • Open Studios

 The Torpedo Factory Artists
105 N. Union St; Alexandria, VA

Open 10 am - 6 pm daily and 
until 9 pm on Thursdays

Individual studio hours vary

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

#madeinalexandria

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists

Marsha Staiger • Studio 332
Paper Piece, Graft17, See Two 35” x 27” framed
Acrylic mixed media on watercolor paper
www.MarshaStaiger.com • marshastaiger@gmail.com
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Signature Theatre’s artis-
tic director, Eric Schaeffer, 
has been upping the ante with 
big, bold Broadway shows.  
His latest mega production 
is Tim Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hyper hit Je-
sus Christ Superstar. Casting 
some madly impressive voic-
es in this blockbuster rock 
musical signals Schaeffer’s 
emphasis on the compelling 
music and lyrics, and draw-
ing the theatre-goer’s atten-
tion to the story’s similarities 

to current culture. 
And that’s a good thing, 

because director Joe Calarco 
strips away all semblance of a 
period piece. Early versions, 
you may recall, stage it in 
biblical times. But you’ll see 
none of that sentimentality 
here with Luciana Stecco-
ni’s stripped-bare set of nine 
movable white platforms 
reconfigured throughout to 
represent the table at The 
Last Supper, or put to use as a 
soapbox for Jesus or Pontius 
Pilate to utter proclamations 
to their indecisive followers.  

Again attention is focused 
on the music directed by 
conductor William Yanesh, 
and not predominantly on 

costumes by Frank Labovitz 
who gives us monochromatic 
teen streetwear for Jesus’ 
apostles, sharkskin suits for 

Pontius Pilate, and sequined 
satin gospel dresses for the 

A testament
to the bold

PHOTO/C. STANLEY PHOTOGRAPHY

Ari McKay Wilford (Judas) and Nicholas Edwards (Jesus) in Jesus Christ Superstar at Signature Theatre 
through July 2.

‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ 
shines at Signature Theatre

SEE SUPERSTAR             | 17
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Soul Sisters.  No f lowing 
robes here.  And an odd 
choice of using Bibles as 
props, neglects the tiny detail 
that they hadn’t been written 
yet.  I’ll take it as a reference 
to “Bible-toting” fanatics and 
give it a pass.

Look instead to Nicholas 
Edwards (as Jesus of Naza-
reth) who reprises the role 
made famous by actor Ted 
Neely.  Edwards is spellbind-
ing, delivering a viscerally 
transformative performance 
that is a game changer for 
this role.  With his remark-
able voice and ripped body, 
he exudes both passion and 
raw sexuality. Another pow-
erhouse performance comes 
from the very versatile Bob-
by Smith who plays Jesus’ 
evil nemesis Pontius Pilate as 
effortlessly as I’ve seen him 
play comedy. Lean into his 

delivery of “Trial Before Pi-
late” to witness his nuanced 
performance.

Natascia Diaz as Mary 
Magdalene also offers a dif-
ferent interpretation of her 
role – one very different from 
the fiery female roles we’re 
accustomed to seeing her 
play. Her strong voice seems 
tamer and often aimless with 
a surfeit of trills and super-
f luous f lourishes in the bal-
lads.  Though her believabil-
ity in her affection for and 
defense of Jesus is where she 
shines.

Karma Camp’s chore-
ography, seamlessly weav-
ing 18 performers through 
complicated dance and fight 
scenes, is impressive. Zach-
ary G. Borovay uses video 
projections of Hitler and the 
Nazis, 9-11, Syria and an as-
sortment of social extremists 
to background the number 
“The Crucifixion,” which 

effectively reveals the eerie 
resemblance between ancient 
times and the racial violence 
and religious terrorism in 
modern society.

As a side note, I couldn’t 
help but wonder if my seat, 
which was close to the stage, 
was the reason the sing-

ers seemed to frequently 
be drowned out by the sev-
en-piece orchestra.  I hope it 
was merely the sound levels, 
which may be straightened 
out by now.  In any case, I’d 
choose the upper level for 
this show since watching the 
actors at waist level is not the 

best perspective.

Through July 2 at Signature 
Theatre (Shirlington Village), 
4200 Campbell Ave., Arling-
ton, 22206.  For tickets and 
information call 703 820-
9771 or visit www.sigtheatre.
org

Scanned by CamScanner

ABC NOTICE
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Nia ~
With energy to spare, Nia’s joy of living is 

contagious. Sure to remind you each day to 
be happy and grateful, this darling girl will be 
your faithful and cheerful companion. Nia is 

about 50 pounds, and about 5 years old.

For More iNFo about our adoptable petS, 
viSt wwwalexandriaanimals.org 

tHaNK You

When her family could no 
longer care for her, we told 
Luna we would find her a 
forever home. She is such  
a mellow mature lady who 
will be perfect in a quiet 
home.  Make plans to meet 
this cutie soon! We are open 
this Saturday and Sunday; 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Lovely Luna 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

TAILS HIGH rescues abandoned/ 
homeless cats & kittens and  
prepares them for adoption into  
permanent loving homes.

Special needs cats considered. 
Please visit us at www.tailshigh.org 
for adoption dates & locations.
We are an all volunteer run, foster home-based 
501(c)(3) organization.

A Cat Rescue and Adoption  
Organization

Contact Us: 703-819-5240 | meow@tailshigh.org

doing throughout the course 
of each day. How often are 
walks or litter scoops, when 
will they be given food and 
water, what type of play or 
socialization will they be en-
gaged in, will they have ac-

cess to toys, etc.?

Behavior Manage-
ment

What will they do if your 
pet is misbehaving? Be sure 
to talk through any behav-
ioral issues your pet tends to 
exhibit (be honest) and how 

you handle it to ensure their 
approach aligns with your 
preferences.

Staff Experience and 
Training

What type of training and 
experience do the staff or 
care provider have? For ex-
ample, have they taken a pet 
first aid and CPR course? 
Do they have professional 
pet handling experience? 
While the pet care industry 
is largely unregulated, you 
want them to have gone the 
extra mile and invested in 
training. And what is the 
staff to pet ratio — is it ac-
ceptable to you? 

Medical Care
When checking your pet 

in to a kennel, they should 
request vaccination records 
to confirm they are current, 
ensuring they are not at risk 
of contracting a potential-
ly serious illness. And ask 
about the procedure for a 
medical emergency. Will 
your vet be contacted? Will 
you be contacted first?

Report Card?
Will you receive updates 

about how your pet is doing 
throughout your trip? When 
you return, will they provide 
a complete report about how 
your pet ate, behaved and 
more? This is reasonable to 
expect.

Last but not least, if you 
don’t currently have a go-
to pet care provider — and 
even a back-up one in case 
the first option is unavail-
able — you should work 
on identifying that now so 
when last-minute travel aris-
es, you have one less thing 
to worry about. Plus some 
kennels require an evalua-
tion and/or paperwork in ad-
vance. Best to get that done 
while you are not in a time 
crunch. You can then enjoy 
your vacation with confi-
dence that your pet is get-
ting the best care. 

PETS                    FROM  | 15
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June 1

FIRST THURSDAY: HEALTH 
AND WELLNESS All are invited to 
this outdoor street festival with  live 
entertainment, children’s activities and 
more highlighting health and wellness 
in the community. Free. 
Time: 6 p.m. to dusk 
Location: Along Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.visitdelray.com. 

D-DAY COMMEMORATIVE LEC-
TURE Alexandria remembers the sacri-
fice of American troops, and celebrates 
its sister city partnership with Caen, 
France by commemorating the anni-
versary of the D-Day invasions on the 
beaches of Normandy with two events 
this June, an event on Market Square on 
June 3, and a lecture on June 7. Admis-
sion is $5 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: https://shop.alexandria-
va.gov/Events.aspx

June 2

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join your 
friends for Family Splash Night featuring 
Cora Kelly Elementary School. Enjoy 
swimming, beach balls, aqua basket-
ball and a floating obstacle course. Pool 
safety tips and swimming skills assess-
ments for youth will be conducted and 
light refreshments will be served. $4 
per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-5553

FAMILY ART NIGHT The Office of 
the Arts is presenting Family Art Night, 
an opportunity to talk with featured art-
ist Teresa Brunson, who will guide you 
through the process of painting your 
own masterpiece.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 1605 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565

June 3

YOGA AT MARKET SQUARE 
We’re excited to partner with Radiance 
Yoga to offer free, all-level flow yoga on 
the market stage the first Saturdays of 
the month. Bring a mat and water.
Time: 8 to 8:50 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

ALEXANDRIA SEAPORT FOUN-
DATION WINE EVENT Enjoy an 
evening of wine and fun along the Alex-
andria waterfront. While sipping wine 
and enjoying an array of cheese and 
charcuterie provided by La Fromag-
erie, guests can see traditional wooden 
boats and learn how the Foundation is 
changing the lives of at-risk youth in our 
community. Special celebrity wine pour-
ers with local Alexandria character will 
be featured. Advance tickets are $85, 
and $100 at the door. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 211 N. Union St. 
Information: http://www.brownpap-

ertickets.com/event/2943597 

CLEAN THE BAY DAY Since 1989, 
Clean the Bay Day has engaged over 
140,000 volunteers, who have removed 
approximately 6.2 million pounds of de-
bris from nearly 6,500 miles of shore-
line in Virginia. Free.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park, 3700 
Commonwealth Ave.
Information: www.cbf.org/clean

BRABO TASTING AT MARKET 
SQUARE The Brabo Tasting Room will 
host its chef at Market Square. Stop by 
the market stage to try their delicacies 
made with local ingredients. Free.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

DISCOVER ARCHAEOLOGY AT 
SHUTER’S HILL Get the first look 
at this year’s excavations at Shuter’s 
Hill, an 18th century urban plantation 
located on the grounds of the George 
Washington Masonic National Memo-
rial. Talk about recent finds with city 
archaeologists and students from 
George Washington University. Exca-
vations at the site have revealed struc-
tures dating before, during and after 
the Civil War.
Time: 10 a.m to 12 p.m.
Location: 101 Callahan Dr.
Information: https://gwmemorial.org/

D -DAY COMMEMORATION 
EVENT Alexandria celebrates its sixth 
annual D-Day commemoration event. 
The program will include WWII re-enac-
tors, vehicles, and static displays; pe-
riod music from “Blue Jazz” along with 
swing dancing on Market Square, and 
an official remembrance ceremony with 
Alexandria elected officials. Children 
are encouraged to attend and all activ-
ities are free.
Time: 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: http://www.alexandria-
caen.wordpress.com

IVY HILL CEMETERY EVENTS 
Enjoy two events at the beautiful 22-
acre Ivy Hill Cemetery, including “Histo-
ry’s Mysteries, Tales from the vault” at 
3 p.m. and a history of the Freemasons 
tour at 4:30 p.m. $10, and reservations 
are required.
Time: 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Location: 2823 King St.
Information: 703-549-7413

June 4

BAGELS AND BACH The public is 
invited to attend the “Bagels and Bach” 
concert and listen to solos and duets 
by musician Kevin Kirby, who will play 
Bach Suites on the mandola. Tom Sea-
ton will also play Villa Lobos and Albeniz 
on the acoustic guitar. A light brunch is 
included. Advance tickets are $10 for 
city residents, $15 for non-residents, 
and $15 at the door for residents and 
$10 for non-residents. Free for children 
under 5.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/

Arts

NINTH ANNUAL TASTE OF DEL 
RAY Top neighborhood restaurants 
participate in this delicious competi-
tion. Ticket holders will enjoy unlimited 
tastes from top Del Ray restaurants, 
and can cast their votes for the People’s 
Choice award.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Intersection of Mount Ver-
non Avenue and Oxford Avenue 
Information: www.visitdelray.com. 

ESPIONAGE TEA AT CARLYLE 
HOUSE Discover your inner spy at a 
special Espionage Tea. Are you as clev-
er and talented as Frank Stringfellow, 
a real historical character featured on 
PBS’ Civil War drama “Mercy Street” 
and real-life sweetheart of Emma 
Green, who lived at Carlyle House?
Time: 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. Fair-
fax St.
Information: http://www.carlyle-
house.org

June 7

BEN BRENMAN PARK RETRO-
FIT OPEN HOUSE The City has 
awarded a contract to URS Corporation 
for the design of Ben Brenman Pond 
Retrofit Project. An Open House will be 
held to provide an overview of the proj-
ect and answer questions. Free.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Cen-
tral Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/dpi/info/default.aspx?id=85470

June 9

FRIDAY EVENING CHAMBER 
CONCERT The Symphony Orchestra 
of Northern Virginia in collaboration 
with the Office of the Arts will finish out 
this music series with works composed 
for large chamber ensembles and will 
include a bassoon concerto performed 
by Whitney Miller, a new composition by 
the Symphony Orchestra of Northern 
Virginia’s Composer in Residence, Mi-
chael Ream, and works by Mozart. $15, 
but all kids under 5 are free.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: 1605 Cameron St.
Information: http://alexandriava.gov/
Arts

June 10

CIVIL WAR CAMP DAY Union 
and Confederate re-enactors interpret 
soldier and civilian life in camps, pres-
ent infantry and artillery drills and firing 
demonstrations, equipment displays, 
U.S. Army field hospital, life in the offi-
cer’s hut and fort tours. Admission is $2 
per person and $5 for families.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: http://www.fortward.org

June 11

APOTHECARY GEEK TOURS 
On this one hour specialty tour of the 
Apothecary Museum, learn about the 

real world botanical science that in-
spired the potions and herbology of 
J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, and 
make your own magical sleeping potion. 
Adults and children ages 8 and older 
welcome. Tickets are $15 per person.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: https://shop.alexandri-
ava.gov/

June 13

BOOK READING: THE JOUR-
NAL OF ANN READING Marga-
ret Irwin had long heard family stories 
about an ancestor who had learned 
nursing from Florence Nightingale. In 
1955, her mother showed her Anne 
Reading’s handwritten journal for the 
first time and, 50 years later, she had it 
published. “The Journal of Anne Read-
ing” documents Reading’s early train-
ing and work in the Crimea with Night-
ingale, her later service in Alexandria’s 
Mansion House Hospital during the 
Civil War and some post-war aspects 
of her life. A book signing will follow the 
program. Tickets are $10 and anyone 
can attend.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: https://shop.alexandri-
ava.gov/

June 15

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC ART 
PIECE AT LAKE COOK The city 
has commissioned Baltimore-based 
artist David Hess to design a unique 
public art piece at Lake Cook. The 
objectives of the Lake Cook Storm-
water Retrofit project are to increase 
the lake’s capacity to reduce storm-
water pollution and enhance the 
recreational elements of this facility. 
Attendees will have the opportunity 
to learn about the project and provide 
feedback on the proposed public art, 
expected to be finalized by the spring 
of 2018. Free.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 3600 Wheeler Ave.
Information: https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/PublicArt

June 17

HEALTHY COOKING DEMON-
STRATION The Virginia Cooperative 
Extension will provide free samples of 
quick and healthy foods that you can 
prepare at home from ingredients avail-
able right at market.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

L E C T U R E :  FAT H E R L E S S 
DAUGHTER RECONCILIATION 
Join journalist, and author Jonetta Rose 
Barras and discussion leaders to share 
their stories about their loss due to fa-
ther absence or parental abandonment 
and its harmful effects on their lives. 
The speakers will encourage partici-
pants to join the discussion. Adults are 
encouraged to bring their teenage chil-
dren to the discussion. $5 per person.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
DIG DAYS Assist Alexandria Archaeol-
ogy at a public dig! The dig day includes 
an introduction to the history and ar-
chaeology of the Shuter’s Hill Site, a site 
tour, and the opportunity to sift through 
excavated soil and assist with artifact 
processing. $5 donation and pre-regis-
tration is required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: 101 Callahan Drive
Information: https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/Archaeology

June 18

FATHER’S DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Fathers and their families are admitted 
free at the Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum on Father’s Day. Pose alongside 
the historic equipment that fought fires 
in 19th – century Alexandria, and have 
your portrait taken by the firehouse pho-
tographer. Youngsters will receive a fire 
hat to take home.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Muse-
um, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: https://shop.alexanedri-
ava.gov

GADSBY’S FATHER’S DAY MU-
SEUM OPEN HOUSE Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum is pleased to offer free 
tours on Father’s Day for all visiting fa-
thers. Notable visitors (other than your 
beloved Father) include George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adams. Self-guided tours available any-
time 1-5 p.m. Guided tours at 2 and 4 
p.m. $5 Adults, $3 children.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
restaurant.com/

APOTHECARY FATHER’S DAY 
OPEN HOUSE The Stabler-Lead-
beater Apothecary Museum is offering 
free tours on Father’s Day for all visiting 
fathers. Free for fathers, $5 for all other 
adults, $3 for children ages 5-12.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/Apothecary

June 30

EXHIBIT OPENING: ALEXAN-
DRIANS FIGHT THE GREAT 
WAR This exhibit explores the ex-
periences of local people during 
World War I, and look at photos of the 
homes, hospitals, factories and ship-
yards of wartime Alexandria during 
that era. The exhibit includes rare im-
ages, archival and modern-day video 
clips, quotes from participants, origi-
nal objects including weapons, period 
music and scale models. The exhibit 
is open until November 11. $5 sug-
gested donation.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: 703.746.4994
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Steeped in history, this is 
where General Washington 
and leading Alexandria citizens 
celebrated his victorious prose-
cution of the War for Indepen-
dence. Washington also dined 
here as the guest of his personal 
attorney, Charles Lee, who was 
an accomplished Founding Fa-
ther in his own right.  He served 
as a U.S. attorney general and 
mayor of Alexandria among 
other achievements. Charles 
was also the brother of General 
“Lighthorse” Harry Lee and un-
cle to General Robert E. Lee. 

Built in 1783, this magnif-
icent home is a perfectly func-

tional contemporary residence 
but retains outstanding period 
details including heart pine 
floors, elegant staircase, chair 
rails, incredible chandeliers and 
rim lock door sets. The over-
sized main door opens into an 
elegant foyer with an intricate, 
hand carved archway. This 
home has it all – double parlor, 
study, library, great room, din-
ing room with butler’s pantry, 
breakfast room, eat in kitchen 
with walk-in pantry and three 
bedrooms each with a full bath.  
There are also two half baths.  
Abundant light provides the 
bright, cheerful ambiance of 

this semi-detached home and 
warmth is added by the five 
functional fireplaces.  

In the past, this magnificent 
structure has served as the Bank 
of Alexandria, Alexandria Cus-
toms House, Duvall’s Tavern 
and the residence and shop of 
fashion designer Frankie Welch.  

The current owner was hon-
ored by the Historic Alexandria 
Foundation for his restoration of 
the structure to residential use, 
but current zoning allows for 
residential or commercial use 
and could serve well for a law 
office, accounting firm or trade 
association.

Incredible history with the 
comfort of today

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

Location: 305 Cameron St., Alexandria
Neighborhood: Old Town
Bedrooms: 3     
Bathrooms: 3 full, 2 half
Year built:  1783
Square Feet: 4,000 plus 1,000 in basement 

Price:  $1,776,000
Contact:  The Historic Properties 
Group; Danny Smith, (703-505-7845) 
dsmith@ttrsir.com, and Diane Murphy 
(703-408-1152) dmurphy@ttrsir.com, 
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

AT A GLANCE

The home’s storied 
past fits well in a 
neighborhood also 
home to Gadsby’s 
Tavern, Carlyle 
House, Wise’s Tav-
ern and the home 
of George and Mar-
tha Washington’s 
godson.  In front 
of the house is a 
circa 1840 London 
gas street lamp.PHOTO/HOME VISIT

PHOTO/HOME VISIT

The great room now functions as a living room but could be easily con-
verted to a family room or ballroom.  The wood burning fireplace is 
enhanced by a massive mirror that conveys.

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

Many homeowners are in-
stalling interior sliding doors — 
otherwise known as barn doors 
— to make a style statement on a 
sliding scale. But you don't need 
a barn abode to enjoy the honest 
design of sliding doors. 

Many homeowners are 
drawn to barn doors as a way to 

make a style statement in a home 
with an open floor plan. Also, 
barn doors can be a space saver 
in a tight place, where the swing 
of nearly three feet from a hinged 
door is an obstruction.  

"The term 'barn door' comes 
from the resemblance to the real 
deal, which was only reinforced 
when doors were made in a re-
claimed-wood style," says Jeff 

Lowinski, technical services 
vice president with the Window 
& Door Manufacturers Associ-
ation in Chicago. "Today's barn 
doors can look less rustic and 
have modern styles made from 
metal or with windows, but what 
we are really talking about is the 
hanging hardware, more than the 
look of the door itself."  

A steel track — ranging from 
a standard of 4 to 20 feet — is 
installed in studs above an open-
ing. A hanger set — with wheels 
that roll on top of the track and 
straps that affix to the door — 

Sliding into style Home doors are 
becoming unhinged

PHOTO/THE BARN DOOR HARDWARE STORE 

Barn doors have migrated outside. In outdoor kitchens, you can get 
cooking with barn doors that slide to expose appliances in a pool 
house or cabana.

SEE DOORS                     | 21
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T h e  f u t u r e  ga l aFostering

Superhero Soiree…
Because Everyone Can Be a Superhero in the Eyes of a Child! 

Benefiting

The fund for Alexandria’s child 
Helping foster and at-risk children enjoy experiences 
other kids take for granted

Friday, June 9, 2017 • 7 p.m.
Sheraton suites 
Old Town Alexandria 
801 N St Asaph St 
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.746.5663

6.9.17

bidding
forgoo

d.com/Foste
ringthe

Future

Last chance to purchase tickets

WHAT IS A 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER?
A graphic designer is a person 

who designs page layouts, chooses 

typefaces, colors and imagery for 

communications on paper or online. 

They design logos, publications, 

signage, packaging, websites and 

more.

A graphic designer’s job is to make 

sure that you get the message!

703-328-8046 
ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com 

YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM

is the hardware needed to keep 
your doors sliding smoothly.  

"Barn doors are very popular, 
but you can't just take a door off 
its hinges and outfit it for a slid-
ing door system," says Jon Wha-
ley, owner of The Barn Door 
Hardware Store, an Erie, Penn-
sylvania, web-based business 
with about 20 national distribu-
tors. "The first thing you need to 
do is assess if a barn door system 
will actually fit the space."  

When installing a slid-
ing-door system, a home needs to 
have enough wall space adjacent 
to a doorway over which the door 
can slide. A standard 32-inch-by-
80-inch hinged door requires a 
36-inch-by-84-inch sliding door 
to achieve a finished look that's 
on a roll. Hardware for a stan-
dard opening can average about 
$200, while a standard manufac-
tured plank door can cost around 
$500.  

"Barn doors can quickly go 
off the rails when homeown-
ers think they can take down a 
hinged door and then mount it 
as a sliding door," Whaley says. 
"A barn door needs to be large 
enough to cover the trim of a 
door opening and hang about 
one-half inch above the floor." 

Not all barn door hardware is 
built the same, so make sure you 
buy quality components so your 
sliding doors stay on track. A 
heavy-duty steel track mounted 
above the opening should have 
a deep groove along the top, 
so wheels run smoothly. Metal 
wheels typically last longer than 
those made of plastic or wood, 
however, they can also be noisier, 
if that is a consideration for the 
space in which the barn doors are 
placed. 

 
Barn doors are at 
home… 

…in the kitchen. Barn doors 
are living large in the home's 
larder as they cover the pantry 
or are used as a set of doors into 
the dining room or entertainment 
area, creating smaller, more inti-
mate spaces away from a kitch-
en's mess.

…in bedrooms. Barn doors 
can serve as closet doors or be 
used between a sleeping space 
and a bathroom. Be warned, 
however, that barn doors do not 
provide as much privacy as a 
hinged door, and locking them 
can be difficult with cumber-
some hardware. 

…in laundry rooms. There's 
no need to air dirty laundry, as 
barn doors look squeaky-clean 
concealing a washer and dryer 
setup. 

…in outdoor kitchens. You 
can get cooking outside with 
barn doors that slide to expose 
appliances in a pool house or ca-
bana. 

…in home offices. Barn 
doors can help your space look 
smart and work smart. 

…in a child's playroom or 
craft room. Barn doors keep 
the fun contained, while keep-
ing toys, games and crafts in one 
spot rather than having items 
scattered throughout the entire 
house.

…in shelving units. Barn 
doors add warmth and texture to 
an entertainment center, which 
can conceal the television, elec-
tronics or books as a modern-day 
armoire.  

Whaley warns that while 

the function of barns doors is 
straightforward, installing them 
correctly isn't always as easy. 

"A lot of people think they 
can install barn doors as a simple 
do-it-yourself project, but there's 
a lot that goes into ensuring these 
doors don't come away from the 
wall," he says. "Making sure the 
track is installed properly onto 
a secured header into studs, that 
it runs level and supports the 
weight of the doors, is impera-
tive. Otherwise, you can have 
100 pounds or more of door and 
hardware that can come crashing 
down."  

Barn doors don't require 
farmhouse charm; they can also 
be super sleek, with windows at 
the top to naturally illuminate 
the design element. Whaley says 
details — such as the size of the 
wheels, the strap design and the 
architectural pull particulars 
—w can create a slideable show-
stopper. Also, don't forget to in-
stall a floor guide, so doors stay 
on track and don't bang around. 

"Barn doors have a function 
that has worked extremely ef-
ficiently for centuries," he says. 
"Now that they've become popu-
lar in the home, the stylistic form 
follows the function for these 
sliders."
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PHOTO/THE BARN DOOR HARDWARE STORE 

Many homeowners are drawn to barn doors as a way to make a style 
statement in a home with an open floor plan, as a set of doors into the 
dining room or entertainment area creates a smaller, intimate space.



22 |JUNE 1, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our View
Hateful flyers are 
just pusillanimous 
pieces of paper

We criticized Georgetown professor C. Christine Fair last week in 
this space for her incivility and intolerance in disruptively confronting 
alt-right leader Richard Spencer while both were working out at Old 
Town Sport and Health.

We stand by that critique. But Fair’s action, which we view as re-
flective of our broader society’s decline into polarized, intolerant nas-
tiness, is insignificant when compared with the vile and toxic posters 
that were found in Del Ray on Saturday morning.

These posters, quickly removed by Alexandria residents and po-
lice, were racist and anti-Semitic. They threatened blacks, Jews and 
Fair herself.  They appear to be a reaction to the gym encounter – 
though hate-filled flyers were also placed on cars outside the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture in D.C. last week, 
so perhaps they were part of a larger, regional effort at intimidation.

Here’s what else they were: cowardly. 
Whether or not one agreed with Fair, it took courage for her to 

personally confront Spencer in that gym. It was the exact opposite of 
courageous for someone with a sadly deranged mind to manufacture 
filth and post it by stealth under cover of darkness.

The posters are reminiscent of the days when cowards gathered 
under white sheets and, emboldened by their numbers, attacked 
blacks as a mob. 

There is, at this point, no evidence directly linking Spencer to the 
flyers. But given that his attacker was targeted, if he wasn’t involved, 
now is the time for him to distance himself.

It’s also imperative for President Donald Trump to speak out force-
fully against ethnic and religious hatred when it bubbles up, wheth-
er it takes place in Alexandria, Portland or elsewhere. His mild pro-
testations to date are simply not sufficient, given that his campaign 
rhetoric and attempted immigration ban seem to have emboldened 
purveyors of hatred.

The flyers also illustrate what is and isn’t acceptable in America.
Freedom of speech is the bedrock of American democracy and 

people have a right to hold views that are hateful – and they have 
a right to express those views, no matter how offensive others find 
them. In fact, every one of us probably holds views of some kind that 
someone else would find offensive. To paraphrase a biblical axiom, 
“let he who is without sin cast the first stone.”

But when an expressed view becomes a threat, as in these flyers, 
then the issue of free speech is overshadowed by concerns for physical 
safety. The poster of Fair listing her address and the one of a person in 
blackface holding a knife are clearly threats.  

The response to attempted intimidation needs to be that of reso-
lution and strength. Alexandria’s political leaders, including Mayor 
Allison Silberberg and Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, quickly denounced 
the flyers and those who posted them. City police will hopefully lo-
cate and unmask the perpetrators. Our community deserves to know 
who did this, even if the only crime committed was a violation of 
Alexandria’s graffiti laws.

The rest of us should just carry on as if nothing happened – be-
cause the community that we have here in Alexandria is far stronger 
than a few filthy pieces of paper.

To the editor:
People come from all 

over the world to expe-
rience the unique histor-
ic beauty, ambiance and 
events of Alexandria. I 
choose to live and work 
here because of the pre-
served historic aspects of 
our city and the walkable 
access to many services.

As a resident and a 
business owner within 
the proposed Business 
Improvement District, I 
am concerned that this 
BID has not been creat-
ed based on discussions 
with more of those who 
actually live and work in 
this district. Many still do 
not even know of the exis-
tence of this proposal.

BID proponents claim 
they based this proposal 

on local BIDs, citing the 
Rosslyn BID as one to em-
ulate. In Rosslyn, the BID 
now also taxes residents 
within the district. Most 
small business owners do 
not want another cost add-
ed to the already high cost 
of operating here. Do the 
residents of Alexandria 
who live within the BID 
truly want another tax?

City council voted in 
a tax increase of 57 cents 
per $100 in assessed val-
ue in its FY 2018 budget. 
Alexandria now match-
es Fairfax County as the 
highest base tax rate in 
Northern Virginia. By 
adding in another tax, 
this BID dissuades young 
creatives from coming to 
work and create in our 
city and small business-

es from staying. To quote 
Bill Reagan, “Small busi-
nesses are big contrib-
utors to city economy.” 
Why drive small business 
away?

This BID will be a 
non-representative gov-
erned entity. There are 
734 commercial proper-
ties owned in the BID. 
The 40 property owners 
with the most valuable 
property will have con-
trolling voting power with 
one vote for every $1,000 
paid in BID tax. This pro-
posal is anti-small busi-
ness and anti-small prop-
erty owners.

BID supporters claim 
we need more events in 
our city to create more 

Your Views

BID proposal is anti-
small business

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
       - Thomas Jefferson

SEE RAY                     | 23
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To the editor:
On May 19, the city issued 

a news release announcing a 
public work session on June 
6 where there would be a 
presentation and discussion 
of the proposal to create an 
Old Town Business Improve-
ment District.

The news release states 
that, “While the meeting 
will not include a public 
comment period, city coun-
cil will hear from panels 
consisting of both BID pro-
ponents and those with con-
cerns or opposed to a BID.”

We find it very offen-
sive that someone in city 
hall will cherry-pick which 
residents described as “con-
cerned” or “opposed” to the 
BID will be chosen for the 
panel while others equally 
concerned or opposed are 
muzzled.  That is no way to 
treat Alexandrians.   

The June 6 event is billed 
as a “public work session.” 
If the idea behind holding 
a public work session is to 
prohibit all but a few pre-se-
lected residents to speak and 
state their opinions, that is 
hardly what one would call a 
democratic process.  

No matter who picks the 
opponents, the appearance is 
that the deck will have been 
stacked.

Why not let all of the 
residents just have their say 
that evening, however long it 
might take?

From the start, this BID 
process has been pushed 
with virtually no means 
by which residents con-
cerned about or opposed to 
the BID have been given a 
voice. Meetings have gener-
ally been limited to business 
groups, and residents have 
been told the meetings were 
not open to the public. The 
only meeting at which mem-
bers of the public could 
speak was held at 4 in the af-
ternoon, which is not a good 
time for people with work 
commitments. Residents as 
a whole have been complete-
ly excluded from the deci-
sion-making process, even 
though anyone living in or 
near the BID will be affected 
by the BID. 

This BID is an outgrowth 
of a Waterfront Commis-
sion subcommittee on gov-
ernance, and has seen very 
little daylight from the be-

ginning. Throughout the 
entire process, the proposed 
BID has grown in size and 
complexity. It desperately 
needs much more consider-
ation in an open, public fo-
rum in which an exchange of 
views can be had by whoever 
wishes to speak. 

Alexandria prides itself 
on its public input on local 
issues. We all know many 
issues of importance are 
debated, considered, and 
reconsidered, over many 
meetings and public hear-
ings. Why then allow only a 
small, pre-selected group to 
be heard on the BID on June 
6?

This format is an open 
invitation for a very un-
ruly meeting, with a lot of 
very irritated Alexandrians 
objecting that their voices 
are not being heard.

The city should change 
the format for this meeting 
before the picket signs start 
to be designed. Give all res-
idents who attend the meet-
ing the opportunity to speak.
– Yvonne Callahan, President 
and Bert Ely, Vice President, 
Old Town Civic Association

BID process deliberately 
silences critics

Filling in the blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

This is the time of the year 
in education when we see 
transitions. We have ceremo-
nies for students who 
are getting ready to 
move into the next 
grade, while seniors 
prepare for gradu-
ation and the next 
phase of their lives.

So change is 
common, even if it is 
not always easy.

Like any educational in-
stitution, the end of the school 
year also brings transitions 
with staff. This year, as well as 
seeing some staff move on, we 
will also be seeing our super-
intendent move on to another 
role – this time in higher ed-
ucation as a professor in the 
Graduate School of Education 
at George Mason University. 

During his tenure, Dr. Al-
vin Crawley has increased stu-
dent achievement overall and 
narrowed the achievement gap 
on state assessments across 
all schools. He has laid the 
foundation for an Early Col-
lege Program in partnership 
with Northern Virginia Com-
munity College, seen Jeffer-
son-Houston School dramati-
cally increase its performance 
levels and improve its state 
rankings, revamped summer 
learning opportunities and 
realigned the Curriculum and 
Instruction Department.

He is also responsible for 
launching ACPS 2020, a five-
year division wide strategic 
plan that is integrated with the 
work of the school division 
and that has launched ACPS 
on the path to becoming a 
high-performing school divi-
sion. ACPS 2020 has helped 
ACPS become a more trans-
parent and accountable orga-

nization.
We want to thank him for 

the outstanding job he has 
done in the past four 
years.

The search pro-
cess is already un-
derway for an inter-
im superintendent, 
who will be ably 
supported by our se-
nior leadership team 

and can provide stable, experi-
enced leadership, as the school 
board devotes itself to the task 
of finding a new permanent 
superintendent. As with every 
hiring process for top leader-
ship positions, key stakehold-
ers, including parents and 
community members, will 
have the opportunity to share 
the qualities they want to see 
in our next leader. 

Transitions are a natural 
part of any large organization 
and our school division is no 
different. But the important 
thing during any transition is 
to note that there is also con-
tinuity.

Throughout these 
transitions, ACPS will be able 
to continue to provide excellent 
service to our students and 
our community, because of 
thoughtful planning, a strong 
staff and a clear focus on 
our ACPS 2020 Strategic 
Plan goals. We also want to 
acknowledge the success of 
the ACPS 2020 Strategic Plan 
in identifying, growing and 
developing exemplary staff 
into leaders within the school 
division. We want to welcome 
the new leadership at three of 
our elementary schools and 
T.C. Williams High School, 
who have been hired from 

Schools welcome transition 
as preparation for new 

school year begins

Ramee Gentry

revenue. More events will 
be counterproductive, as 
they will lead to conf licts 
with the residents’ interests 
(like parking and night time 
noise), a diminishment of 
residential property values 
and in time an overall reduc-
tion in property taxes col-
lected for the city’s needs.

Let’s review:
n This BID’s objectives 

are poorly defined.
n It will first tax busi-

nesses then, if the Rosslyn 

BID is their model, tax resi-
dents whether we like it, can 
afford it, or not.

n It will hire and pay 
someone who may be un-
familiar with our town and 
task them with creating more 
revenue. How does this make 
sense?

n Many of the BID 
proposed services are al-
ready being performed by 
city-funded entities. Why not 
allow the use of a larger city-
owned meeting place and 
support a voluntary organi-
zation to make proposals to 

the city as to how to improve 
the business district? Vol-
untarily formed, voluntarily 
joined, voluntarily run, and 
voluntarily funded.

I hope city council mem-
bers consider the heavy 
burden of this new tax in-
crease, the non-representa-
tive nature of this BID and 
the damage it will cause to 
small businesses and vote 
this down.

The last thing we need 
is another tax for undefined 
services we do not need and 
did not request.
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To the editor:
As residents of the Seminary 

Ridge neighborhood of Alex-
andria we have major concerns 
about a proposal under review 
by the city’s Planning and Zon-
ing Department requesting ap-
proval of a site plan to allow the 
construction of four abnormally 
large homes at 3832 Seminary 
Road, adjacent to Temple Beth 
El.

After careful study and con-
sultation with experts we feel that 
the current plan for construction 
is a bad idea, both economically 
and environmentally. 

Economically, the proposed 
homes would be built on soils 
with a high content of Arell 
(Marine) clay, which has a high 
shrink/swell factor, posing a 
problem for building founda-
tions and retaining walls. Two of 
the houses would be built on the 
steepest slopes in Alexandria’s 
geologic atlas making them at the 
highest risk for slope failure. De-
stabilizing the walls of the ravine 
would pose a threat to adjacent 
properties.  The large homes, a 
new street, sidewalks, driveways 
and extensive tree removal will 
add to runoff problems.

Construction would require 

significant soil removal and the 
addition of fill to each of the four 
lots.  The changes in topography 
and the addition of impervious 
surfaces would increase storm 
water runoff adding to existing 
water problems and wet back-
yards for adjacent property own-
ers. 

Alexandria has a history of 
allowing developers to build 
on steep slopes with unstable 
soils. This has led to sliding foun-
dations, leaky basements, and 
runoff problems that were fore-
seen but ignored. Eventually the 
unsuspecting homeowners have 
had to pay to fix these expensive 
problems. 

Environmentally, the three-
acre site is a remnant of the wood-
ed areas that existed throughout 
Alexandria before suburban 
development. It contains the last 
headwaters of Strawberry Run 
that remain in a semi-natural 
condition. The unspoiled area 
of the property provides habitat 
for birds, deer and other wild-
life found in the Strawberry Run 
wildlife corridor. The ravine also 
has a natural spring and wet-
lands. 

Alexandria is officially 
committed to being an Eco-

City where the stewardship 
of its land seeks a balance to 
provide the best outcomes for 
the human and natural worlds. 
Our view is that destruction of 
this pocket of tree canopy and 
wildlife for more large houses 
on unstable slopes fails to find 
that balance.

Because the interests of 
homeowners and the environ-
ment have too often taken a back 
seat to development, we have 
formed The Alexandria Coali-
tion for Responsible Steward-
ship. Our goal is to work with 
city officials to honor its envi-
ronmental sustainability goals 
and to achieve solutions that 
protect our neighborhood from 
potential mud slides, shifting 
foundations and water runoff 
into neighboring properties. All 
of these problems have occurred 
from construction on unstable 
slopes in the past. We also seek 
to protect the Strawberry Run 
watershed and its wildlife habitat 
as much as feasible. We welcome 
the support of other concerned 
Alexandrians.   

– Loren Needles, co-chair
and Pat Tokarz, co-chair,              

The Alexandria Coalition for 
Responsible Stewardship

To the editor:
While I appreciate and 

support your stand on free 
speech and expression, I have 
to disagree with your appli-
cation of the theory in this 
instance. While Richard Spen-
cer has every right to think 
and speak the way he does, 
once he became a known and 
very public figure, he lost the 
ability to avoid peaceful objec-
tions and peaceful confronta-
tions.

When we live in a society 
that is supposed to be open and 
free for all, we have the right 
to say pretty much what we 
want whenever we want.  For 
most of us living in relative 
anonymity, we talk with our 
neighbors, co-workers, family 
and friends without fear.

On the other hand, public 
figures also realize they have 
the duty to be met by the pub-
lic, everywhere and at all times 
that are reasonable (hey, we all 
have to sleep!).  Once  Spen-
cer became a public figure, he 
lost the right to be anonymous.  
Does he not expect, some 

might even say relish the op-
portunity to confront opposing 
views?

For those who might rec-
ognize him, do they not have 
the duty to excise his type of 
cancer? Yes, Spencer has the 
right to free speech, but does 
he not have to accept the price 
of espousing such views?

If C. Christine Fair had 
not confronted him, I suggest 
Spencer may have continued 
to spread his cancer. In this 
case, it would have been in 
a facility I use. I appreciate and 
support the efforts of Fair, and 
I hope I have the moral cour-
age to match.

If Spencer and people like 
him are not confronted, then 
how will we become better, 
either as persons or as a na-
tion?  So long as Spencer and 
others like him are allowed to 
go about their business with-
out daily interruptions and 
objections, then they and their 
views will be allowed to fester 
and grow. 

– Tim Wesling,
Alexandria

Public figure Spencer 
forfeits his anonymity

To the editor:
Interesting that a scholar 

from an accredited university 
should agitate (“Professor Con-
fronts Alt-Right Leader”, May 
25) against freedom of thought. 
So much for freedom of speech! 

If Professor Fair would only 
exhibit the same outrage for the 
persistent poverty and social 
pathologies sequestered in city 
government housing, maybe 
real justice could be done. But 
that may be too much to ask of 
someone who sports a “F*** 
Trump” hat.

– Francois Krodel,
Alexandria

Outrage is 
misdirectedTo the editor:

The Alexandria branch of 
the NAACP, the nation’s oldest 
and largest civil rights organi-
zation, condemns any incidents 
causing or promoting hate. This 
week, racially derogatory signs 
were posted and distributed on 
light poles and vehicles in the 
Del Ray community in Alexan-
dria. 

Signs that read “Around 
blacks never relax,” “Stop the 
rapes, stop the crime, stop the 
murder, stop the blacks” and 
other racially insensitive litera-
ture were among the items dis-
covered. The hate propaganda 
is a reminder of the climate in-
dividuals of the African dispora 

have had to endure for many 
years.

“Posting of the material 
without taking ownership is a 
display of cowardice and is a 
sign of a growing boldness of 
persons existing in our midst. 
The NAACP has taken note 
of the harsh rhetoric and the 
anti-civil rights actions of the 
Trump Administration’s De-
partment of Injustice,” said 
Christopher Harris, president, 
Alexandria NAACP.

“We don’t think it is a co-
incidence that we now have the 
unwanted presence in Old Town 
of the infamous Richard Spen-
cer and his alt-right, neo-Con-
federate, white nationalist Na-

tional Policy Institute right in 
our midst. There are still many 
people living in the past who 
desire to remain racially hostile 
and to reinforce a false narrative 
characterizing people of color 
as predators, thieves and crimi-
nals,” he said.

“The Alexandria NAACP 
challenges city government and 
Alexandria residents to not only 
condemn the obvious signs of 
hate speech but to also speak 
out against the hidden hate 
speech that shows up in various 
systems,” Harris continued. “It 
is admirable that other groups 
condemn these actions, but until 
these same groups stand side by 
side with the African-American 

community to fight these issues, 
Alexandria will continue to be a 
breeding ground for hate.

“We will not sit idly by while 
cowards attempt to return our 
city to a time when racist behav-
ior and thought was the norm. I 
encourage the citizens of Alex-
andria to stand with the NAACP 
in refusing to tolerate any such 
displays of hate in our commu-
nities.”

The NAACP is calling for 
thorough investigation of the 
incident and continued policing 
of hate incidents throughout the 
city. The Alexandria Branch 
will render any assistance to in-
vestigations we can and we may 
contemplate further actions as 
warranted.

– Alexandria NAACP

Coalition seeks better stewardship 

NAACP condemns racist flyers
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The recent successful ef-
fort by the City of Alexandria 
to acquire the historic Mur-
ray-Dick-Fawcett House at 
517 Prince St. mirrors anoth-
er preservation success story 
accomplished 61 years earli-
er, when the Alexandria City 
Council took unprecedented 
action to save the earliest home 
in the city from demotion. 

In the 1940s, Alexandria’s 
tourism economy, which be-
gan in the mid-1920s, was still 
in its embryonic stage, reeling 
from the impact of the Great 
Depression and, subsequently, 
World War II, which precluded 
reinvestment in large swaths of 
what is now Old Town.  Despite 
this reality, and the desperate 
condition of many of Alexan-
dria’s 18th century buildings, 
hope ran high in the fledgling 
preservation movement that 
promoted projects to restore 
Alexandria in a manner simi-
lar to Colonial Williamsburg, 
the nation’s first large-scale 
historical restoration project 
initiated by John D. Rockefel-
ler in the 1920s.

 Residents were startled on 
April 17, 1944, when a local 
newspaper announced the im-
minent demotion of the home 

of town founder William Ram-
say, the modified gambrel-roof 
structure located at the north-
east at the corner of King and 
North Fairfax streets.  Unlike 
the pristine Murray-Dick-Faw-
cett House, already recognized 
by national historians as one 
of Virginia’s most authentic 
period homes, the nearly two- 
century-old Ramsay House 
building was by then well 
down-on-its-heels, having suf-
fered years of neglect, inap-
propriate alteration and use, as 
seen in this photo taken about 
1940. 

This situation was further 
capped off by a devastating 
fire in 1942, which essential-

ly gutted the building’s inte-
rior and further threatened 
its existence.  Even the city’s 
fire chief was not prepared to 
condemn the building just yet, 
instead boarding it up and ex-
pressing hope that the building 
might be restored as a museum 
at some point in the future.

 Within days of the news-
paper article, “frantic citizen 
efforts” as described by the 
media, quickly built pressure 
to save the building.  Nation-
ally-recognized architectural 
historians, community orga-
nizations and even private 
individuals, such as Ramsay’s 
great-great granddaughter Re-
becca Ramsay Reese, pledged 

funds and manpower to the 
preservation effort.  City of-
ficials were immediately en-
gaged and amazingly, within 
two weeks of the published 
announcement, the council 
had negotiated and consum-
mated a sale with site’s owner 
to purchase the property for 
$9,500, with the thought that a 
permanent center to promote 
Alexandria tourism could be 
established in the early build-
ing. 

But the lightning-speed 
acquisition by the city govern-
ment was not matched by the 
high expectations envisioned 
by council for an imminent pri-
vate-public partnership. The 
building languished for many 
months while a restoration 
proposal was slowly devel-
oped.  Frustrated by the snail’s 
pace of the process, the city fi-
nally issued an ultimatum for 
the project, which prompted a 
renewed discussion on the fate 
of the building and the role of 
preservation stakeholders in 
Alexandria.  

To be continued...

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What do you think of the confrontation between Georgetown 
professor Christine Fair and alt-right leader Richard 
Spencer at an Alexandria gym last week?

52%  A. Only Spencer should lose his membership     
44%  B. Only Fair should lose her membership
4%  C. They should both get the boot

This Week 
Do you think hate speech should be a 
crime?
A. Yes    
B. No

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Alexandria’s first foray into preservation

 28%  A. Yes 
 72%  B. No
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other ACPS positions into 
these leadership roles.

Throughout this transi-
tion, the work of the school 
division continues: A wide 

array of summer learning op-
portunities will be available 
to our students throughout the 
summer and many significant 
maintenance projects will 
be completed. In September, 
we will be ready for another 

smooth start to another school 
year.  

On behalf of the school 
board, I would like to give my 
best wishes to our graduat-
ing seniors and our departing 
staff, including Dr. Crawley. 

We look forward to welcoming 
back all others to another great 
school year in September. 

Ramee Gentry serves as chair 
of the Alexandria City School 
Board.

GENTRY             FROM  | 23
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Weekly Words

68 Regular customer
69 67.5 degrees, to a navigator
70 Hotel postings
71 Durable wood
72 Dad’s dad, informally
73 Send to another doctor
77 Like a card in plastic
79	 With	no	fizz,	as	a	soda
80 Walesa of Poland
81 Bad smell
83 Shaped like a kiwi
84 Supreme Court number
85 Odds and ___
87 Lo mein item
89 British hit-maker
90 Far from invincible
94	 Suffix	with	“host”	or	“lion”
96 Hair remover brand
99 39th U.S. president

100 One of the “Family Feud” hosts
101 Knock over
102 Battleship feature
106 From the Middle East
107 Utah’s lily
108 Twelve Oaks neighbor of literature
110 Tough math subject, informally
111 Deadlock, as a jury
112 Irritable and apprehensive
113 Presidential inaugural highlight
114 Comics military canine
115 ___ up (informally admit some-

thing)
117 Out-of-control crowd with pitch-

forks
118 Anyone paid to play (Abbr.)
119 Knockout count

EAT YOUR FILL By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1  “King” of snakes
6 Play sections
10 Quick, short punches
14 Some religious fathers
19 Crosswise, on a ship
20 Political alliance
21 “If all ___ fails ...”
22 Dinero or long green
23 Powerball gambling game
24 Legendary diva Horne
25 Wheeled refreshment server
27 Movies
30 Rugged mountain ridges
31	 Anti-apartheid	party,	briefly
32 Poet Edgar Allan
33 Like some calendars or modules
35	 Difficult	job	for	a	surgeon
41	 Confines	or	fences	off
45 Contained or possessed
46 Ought to
47	 Japanese	fish	dish
48 Pie ___ mode
49 Psychoanalyst Fromm
52 Part of a TV series
54 In a memorable or remarkable way
56 In spite of the fact, shortly
57 Not agin?
58 Active volcano of Sicily
60 Christmas seasons
61 Hurricane center
63	 Some	cream-filled	pastries
66 Apartment payment
67 Some orbiting objects
72 Sandpaper feature
74 Card game similar to rummy
75 Vegetable sometimes used as a 

missile
76 Fit for a king or queen

78 ___ noire (strongly disliked thing)
79 Mrs. Andy Capp of comic strips
82 Perform penance
86 Kabul currency unit
88 Provided with the means
91 CBS sitcom “___ Can Wait”
92 Gibson of Hollywood
93 Particles of dust, e.g.
95 Certain church leader
97 You-I link
98 Like some metals
100 Exaggerated sounds in some 

horror	films
103 Mountains of Chile
104 Flight stat or computer key
105 Letters from a poor gambler
106 Emanating from the stars
109 Resistance to rain, snow, ice and 

sleet
116 Additional tries
120 Benjamin Button portrayer Pitt
121 Chatter on idly
122 Come to a consensus
123 Popular cookie brand
124 Ding-a-___ (airhead)
125 Baltic natives
126 Get on a plane
127 Former European capital and 

Beethoven’s birthplace
128 Like French toast and nog
129 Societal standards and such

DOWN
1 Young cow
2 Thin woodwind
3 Old video format
4 Snare drum sounds
5 Sum total
6	 Having	sufficient	skill

7 Symbol before music notes
8 Novelist Morrison
9 Surgeons’ knives
10	 High-flying	elites
11 Brewpub drink
12 Webelos’ org.
13 Prepare, as a table
14 Lack of any principles
15 “10” music by Ravel
16 Lightning unit
17 On the safe side, at sea
18 Speaks or utters
26 ___ Cucamonga, Calif.
28 Some old TVs or VCRs
29 “___ Cane” (1962 movie)
33 Money used by a Romanian
34 Get the kinks out
35 Flightless bird similar to an ostrich
36 British noble
37 Collier’s entrance
38 One who completes orders
39 It springs eternal
40 “The Ghost and Mrs. ___” (old TV 

show)
42 Some expensive furs
43 DeGeneres of TV
44 18-Down, to King James
47 Hairs on a caterpillar, e.g.
50 Superfast endangered animal
51 Georgetown student
53 River section
55 Elaborately or excessively orna-

mented
59 Nero’s zero
62 “Blah, blah, blah” abbr.
63 German industrial center
64 Common house pet
65 Do far less than guzzle
67 Emulate Jell-O or a hula dancer

DORIS D. BARNSLEY (99), of 
Alexandria, May 21, 2017

ADDIE FAY CLAUDER (84), of 
Alexandria, May 22, 2017

THORNTON “WHIT” FIELD 
(68), of Alexandria, May 22, 2017

CORRINE FRUTH, of Alexandria, 
May 22, 2017

RAND R. GUFFEY (67), of 
Alexandria, May 22, 2017

MARGARET “MEG” HOBLER 
(49), of Alexandria, May 16, 2017

JANE S. JENNINGS (83), of 
Alexandria, May 3, 2017

MARTHA A. JONES (79), of 
Alexandria, May 19, 2017

Death Notices
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Classifieds
MASONRY

Valley Paving and 
Masonry
Brick and Stone Installation and 
Repair. 
Walkways ~ Steps ~ Patios
Retaining Walls ~ Driveways
Waterproofing
Bluestone ~ Gravel

Call today for free estimate!
571-707-9532
www.valleypavingandmasonry.com

PEST CONTROL 
KILL ROACHES-
GUARANTEED!  Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, Effective, 
Long Lasting. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Retail Merchandiser 
needed to merchandise Hallmark 
products at various retail stores 
in the Alexandria area. To apply, 
please visit: http://hallmark.
candidatecare.com EOE Women/
Minorities/Disabled/Veterans

AUCTIONS
ESTATE AUCTION JUNE 10 
- 9 A.M. JUNE 11 - 10 A.M. 
16198 CASCO HEIGHTS 
LANE, MONTPELIER, 
VIRGINIA,  23192 HIT 
& MISS ENGINES, MACHINE 
SHOP, INDUSTRIAL TOOLS, 
FORKLIFT, WOODWORKING 
MACHINERY, COLLECTIBLES WWW.
TILMANSAUCTION.COM FOR 
DETAILS! VAL #348

SEALED BID AUCTION 
Greensville County will offer surplus 
vehicles and equipment for sealed 
bids on June 15, 2017. For details 
call (434) 348-4205 or www.
greensvillecountyva.gov. 

EDUCATION/CAREER
 TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - 
Get	FAA	certification	to	fix	planes.	
Approved	for	military	benefits.	
Financial	Aid	if	qualified.	Job	
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877-204-
4130 

FARM EQUIPMENT 
Our Sportsmen will Pay Top $$$ 
To hunt your land.  Call for a Free 
Base Camp Leasing info packet 
& Quote.  1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com 
 

HELP WANTED/
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 

Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 
800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

LOTS & ACREAGE
WANT LAND FOR TINY 
HOME?  1.6 acres, mature 
hardwoods.  Lynchburg 20 minutes.  
5 minutes to boat landing on 
James.		$37,900	-	I’ll	finance	-	
nothing down.  434-534-1681

8 ACRES - KILLER VIEW.  
Step out and “WOW” – the 
mountains are right in front of you.  
Just south of Roanoke.  $79,900 - 
I’ll	finance.	540-294-3826

ACCESS TO SMITH 
MOUNTAIN LAKE.  3/4 acre 
wooded homesite, 20 minutes from 
Roanoke.  Community boat ramp.  
Cheap	land	$19,900.		I’ll	finance	
with nothing down.  434-534-1681

SERVICES/HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
$199 INSTALLED Included in 
the prices window, install and FREE 
EXTERIOR TRIM WRAP Lifetime 
warranty, free estimates Facelift 
construction 804-986-5649

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, 
$395 + $86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español.

SWIMMING POOLS
HOMEOWNERS WANTED!  
Kayak Pools looking for Demo 

Homesites to display new 
maintenance free Kayak Pools.  
Save thousands of $$.  Unique 
opportunity!	100%	financing	
available. 1-888-788-5464

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Retail Merchandiser 
needed to merchandise Hallmark 
products at various retail stores 
in the Alexandria area. To apply, 
please visit: http://hallmark.
candidatecare.com EOE Women/
Minorities/Disabled/Veterans

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

JUNE 2017

In accordance with Virginia 
State Code Section 15.2-2006, 
the following is the second 
publication of notice of a request 
for vacation of public right-of-
way.

A request for a vacation of public 
right-of-way at 700 South Pitt 
Street has been filed with the 
City of Alexandria by Thomas 
J. Campbell. The request is 
scheduled to be considered at 
public hearings before Planning 
Commission on June 14, 2017 
at 7:00pm and City Council 
on June 24, 2017 at 9:30am. 
Both meetings will be held in 
City Hall at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314.  For 
further information, contact the 

Department of Planning and 
Zoning at 703-746-4666 or visit 

www.alexandriava.gov/planning. 

The Alexandria Times is your 
hometown newspaper.

To place an advertisement, call 
Jane Hughes at  703-739-
0001 and ask for sales.

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

ABC NOTICE



28 |JUNE 1, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

703.836.1297
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Classic Old Town Homes for You

If you are thinking about buying a new residence or selling your home,  
call Babs and get her expertise working for you!

523 Duke Street | $1,685,000224 S Lee Street | $5,400,000

32 Wolfe Street | $1,415,000 323 S Lee Street | $1,250,000526 Queen Street | $1,850,000

2 Swifts Alley | $2,800,000 704 Kahn Place | $1,992,000511 Cameron Street | $1,950,000


