
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

As Alexandria’s opioid crisis 
continues to grow, the city’s treat-
ment program – one of four run 
by local governments in Virginia 
– faces constraints in staffing and 
funding. 

This lack of funding helped 
create a particularly challenging 
2015 for the opioid program. The 
number of people receiving help 
peaked at 130 patients that De-

cember, while simultaneously 
a number of key employees 
left, including longtime pro-
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Alexandria is not immune to 
the nationwide opioid epidemic, 
as overdoses and arrests have 
grown exponentially here in the 
past two years, while treatment 
options have dwindled due to 
staffing shortages. This multi-part 
series examines various facets 
of the crisis, from statistics 
to stories of Alexandrians 
affected by the opioid scourge.

A TIMES INVESTIGATION

PART TWO

Personal checking with every ATM free nationwide. 
____________________________________________________________

Call 703-684-1655 or visit burkeandherbertbank.com

Business Banking that’s powerful, not pricey.

Congressman injured in Del Ray shooting

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Lucretia Jackson’s is the 
first face students at Matthew 
Maury Elementary School 
see when they get off the 
school bus in the morning. 

She’s also likely the per-

son who sees them off as they 
board the bus again to head 
home at the end of the day. 

That’s because students 
have always been at the heart 
of what Jackson does as prin-
cipal, most recently at Mat-
thew Maury, which she has 

headed since 2004. 
“It’s what I really loved. I 

love children. To me, they’re 
my babies. They’re my heart. 
They’re my life,” Jackson 
said. “They’re everything 

Lucretia Jackson, longtime principal who led 
revivals at Maury, Lyles-Crouch schools, retiring

‘The most 
loving, 
caring 
person’ 

SEE JACKSON                  | 8

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The FBI is investigating 
a multiple shooting that hap-
pened on Wednesday morning 

in Del Ray near the 400 block 
of East Monroe Street that 
resulted in the injury of Rep. 
Steve Scalise, among others. 
The incident was reported at 

7:09 a.m. 
and Alex-
andria po-
lice were on 
the scene by 
7:12 a.m.

T h e 
s h o o t i n g 
took place 

at Eugene Simpson Field near 
the Monroe Avenue YMCA 

where Republican members of 
Congress were gathering for 
a baseball practice ahead of 
Thursday's charity Congres-
sional Baseball Game. Media 
reports indicate that there were 
about 50 shots fired.

Scalise, the House majori-
ty whip, is one of five injured, 
along with two Capitol police 
officers, Special Agents Da-

vid Bailey and Crystal Grein-
er, who sustained injuries in 
tackling the suspect, and two 
additional individuals, lob-
byist Matt Mika and Zachary 
Barth, an aide to Texas Rep. 
Roger Williams. Police said 
five people were transport-
ed to local hospitals. A news 

SEE SHOOTING               | 9

City treatment 
program faces 
staff, budget 
limitations

n Attack at Simpson Field wounds Rep. Steve Scalise, 
two U.S. Capitol police officers, aide, lobbyist
n FBI investigating shooting; suspect dead
n Pres. Trump praises Alexandria first responders

Rep. Steve 
Scalise (R-La.)

SEE OPIOIDS                   | 7
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Parker-Gray classic built in 1900. 
Awesome deck off rear BR. Hard-
wood floor. Granite and stainless 
in kitchen. Stone patio for summer 
BBQs, storage shed. 2-car off-street 
parking. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths

Olde Swinks Mill Estates master-
piece $250K+ in renovations! 
Chef’s kitchen w/ custom cabinetry 
& Swarovski crystal embellished 
handles and knobs. Sunroom over- 
looking pool. 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

MCLEAN $1,750,000     ALEXANDRIA $749,900       

Belle Haven on the Green. Minutes 
from Old Town & revitalized Route 
1 corridor. Renovated Bristol 
model w/ refinished hardwoods, 
stainless appliances & luxurious 
master bath.3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $635,000 

Pinecrest. Renovated, lakeside 
townhouse. Two-level owners’ 
suite w/ vaulted ceilings, fireplace, 
spa bath. Hardwoods. 2-car 
garage. Metrobus and shopping 
nearby. 2/3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

ALEXANDRIA $559,900     

ALEXANDRIA $254,900     

Bearings South, light filled, top floor, 
corner condo. Hardwood floors, 
granite counters, cherry cabinets, 
stainless appliances. Separate living 
& dining areas. Roomy bedroom 
with lots of closet space.

ALEXANDRIA $319,900     

Northampton Place luxury condo 
w/ large balcony, hardwood floors, 
gas FP, chef’s kitchen w/ GE Profile 
appliances. Just off I-395, minutes 
from Old Town, Clarendon and DC!  
2 bedrooms, 2 baths

ALEXANDRIA $155,000     

Canterbury Square, top level 
condo in popular Landmark area.  
Fresh paint, new carpet, ample 
closet space, separate dining area, 
roomy balcony. Quick walk to 
shops and bike path access.

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

1800 Wilson, Ideally situated 
between Rosslyn and Court House 
metros. Freshly painted, 1st floor 
unit with sleek design, hardwood 
floors in main living area, WIC, 
private patio, and garage parking.

ARLINGTON $429,900     

Ask Us
How!

You could SAVE up to   

$10,000 in closing costs*
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Ramsey Homes, which 
is owned by nonprofit Al-
exandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority, has 
secured tax credits ahead of 
starting its planned redevel-
opment project.

The nonprofit’s board of 
commissioners announced 
on May 26 that it was in the 
funding range for the Vir-
ginia Housing Development 
Authority’s low income 
housing tax credits.

Securing the tax credits – 
which ARHA described in a 
press release as the “culmi-
nation of three years of pre-
development work” – will 
go toward the demolition of 
the original Ramsey Homes 
public housing units that 
date back to 1942 and the 
construction, in their place, 
of a 52-unit building, as well 
as open space that will be 
used as a park.

Plans call for the new 
multi-family development 
to be three or four stories 
in height. The press release 
stated that ARHA has been 
working with city staff to de-

velop the project size, mass-
ing, height and architectural 
character to “achieve com-
patibility with the historic 
Parker-Gray District.” 

“This is yet another 
building block in the com-
mitment ARHA has made to 
providing viable, affordable 
housing opportunities to our 
residents,” ARHA CEO Roy 
Priest said in the release. 

Funding for the project 
includes $11.5 million in pri-
vate equity, a $2 million city 
loan and $5.1 million from 
ARHA itself. 

– Alexa Epitropoulos

This is yet 

another 

building block in the 

commitment ARHA 

has made to providing 

viable, affordable 

housing opportunities 

to our residents.”

– Roy Priest, CEO, 
Alexandria Redevelopment 

and Housing Authority

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
Ramsey Homes secures 
tax credits ahead of 
planned redevelopment

Three Del Ray restau-
rants are getting praise for 
what they’re bringing to the 
table. 

Junction Bakery & Bistro 
and Stomping Ground land-
ed a place on the Washing-
ton Post’s recent list of the 
“40 most essential restau-
rant dishes of 2017.”

Junction won for its 
“General Tso’s caulif low-
er,” a vegetarian and vegan 
friendly version of a Chinese 
takeout favorite. Stomping 

Ground, meanwhile, won for 
its “Not So Classic” fried 
chicken biscuit, which pairs 
a classic southern sandwich 
with za’atar, hot sauce, hon-
ey, red onion and tahini. 

Late in May, Holy Cow 
also gained recognition from 
the Washington Post for 
its “The Southern” burger, 
which tops beef with pimen-
to cheese, Cajun remoulade 
and a fried green tomato. 

– Alexa Epitropoulos

Del Ray restaurants 
snag culinary accolades

HUMMINGBIRD BAR AND KITCHEN, the latest restaurant from the Eat Good Food 
group, which owns Restaurant Eve, Eamonn's and Society Fair, held its ribbon cutting on June 8. 
The restaurant will open for regular business hours soon. 

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
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THROUGH AUGUST 24

VILLAGEATSHIRLINGTON.COM FOR PERFORMANCE DETAILS

FEATURING:
LLOYD DOBLER EFFECT

TAYLOR CARSON 
DAN HAAS TRIO 

JUSTIN TRAWICK & THE COMMON GOOD 
KING TEDDY

THE 19TH STREET BAND
EWABO 

MICHAEL SCOGLIO BAND
DRIVEN TO CLARITY

ROCKVILLE STRINGS
SHANE GAMBLE

2700 SOUTH QUINCY STREET • ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

Masked men and women, 
some in costumes and capes, 
gathered together on the eve-
ning of June 9 for the Fund for 
Alexandria’s Child Superhe-
ro Soiree at the Sheraton Old 
Town. 

Amy Jackson and Christina 
Horst served as this year’s soi-
ree co-chairs. Connie and Cliff 
Mauck were honored as foster 
parents of the year for the City 
of Alexandria. 

“The event was a MAR-
VEL-ous success, raising a 
record breaking $69,000,” said 
Krystal Fenwick, coordinator 

of community resources for 
The Fund For Alexandria's 
Child.

The Fund for Alexandria’s 
Child works to help foster chil-
dren in the community, as well 
as children at risk of experi-
encing abuse or neglect. 

Major sponsors for the 
event include Kids Helping 
Kids-Lemonaide Day, The 
Goodhart Group, Hudson 
Studio, Catherine Joyce of 
Morgan Stanley, Yates Ser-
vice Inc., Landmark Honda, 
Bombay Curry Company, R 
& B Heating and Air Condi-

tioning, Transitions, BB&T 
Bank, Ourisman Automotive 
of Virginia, Stone Aesthetic 
Dentistry, The Alexandria Eu-
chre Club, Alexandria Prima-
ry Care Associates, Pam Cor-
nelio of Sotheby's, Monument 
Title Company, Jack Taylor's 
Alexandria Toyota, Northern 
Virginia Community Col-
lege-Alexandria Campus, Fo-
rum One,  Laurie Blackburn, 
Suzanne Kratzok and Rick 
Howard, Gary and Noelle Mc-
Glynn, Suellen and Joe Savu-
kas.

– Louise Krafft

Superhero Soiree raises $69K 

A 17-year-old Fairfax Coun-
ty resident has pleaded guilty 
to the aggravated malicious 
wounding of a taxi driver that 
occurred in September 2016, the 
office of the commonwealth’s 
attorney announced in a state-
ment. 

Troy Vann entered the plea 
on June 8 to the three-count 
indictment, including two fel-
onies — aggravated malicious 
wounding and use of a firearm 
in the commission of a felony — 
and possession of a concealed 
weapon, which is a misdemean-

or. 
Vann shot Izedin Ahmed, 

a 48-year-old taxi driver from 
Fairfax County, in the early 
morning of Sept. 22, 2016 during 
a robbery in the 4600 block of 
Duke Street. Vann, armed with 
a handgun, demanded money 
and then shot Ahmed several 
times. Witnesses reported Vann 
fled the scene.

Ahmed was in serious con-
dition and remained in the hos-
pital for two months after the 
incident. His injuries include 
a shattered right shoulder and 

irreparable lung damage, both 
which are described as “perma-
nent and significant.”

Vann has been charged as an 
adult in the case, even though he 
is under age. The case is sched-
uled for sentencing on Sept. 
28, 2017. The defendant faces 
maximum penalties of life in 
prison for aggravated malicious 
wounding, three years for use 
of a firearm in commission of 
a felony and 12 months for pos-
session of a concealed weapon.

– aepitropoulos
@alextimes.com

Suspect pleads guilty to 
aggravated malicious wounding 

A pedestrian was struck in a 
traffic crash in Old Town on the 
evening of June 10, Alexandria 
police reported.

The accident, which oc-
curred at the intersection of 
Washington and Wilkes streets, 

resulted in serious, but non-life 
threatening injuries for the vic-
tim, who was transported to the 
hospital after the collision. The 
southbound lane at Washington 
and Wolfe streets was subse-
quently closed, though it was 

reopened later that evening. 
No further updates on the 

victim's status have been made 
available and the driver's name 
has not been released.

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Pedestrian struck in 
Old Town last weekend

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

CRIME
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Cat Lover’s Companion ~
Meet Mya, our 3-year-old looking to relocate 
to a home of early-risers. Mya gets up with 

the sun and greets the day cheerfully.

Mya is fun, spunky, and  
obviously adorable.

For More iNFo about our adoptable petS, 
viSt wwwalexandriaanimals.org 

tHaNK You

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Courses from high 
school helped prepare 
former football player

 

BY JACK MACKEY

Tyrrell Dixon never 
thought he’d become a me-
chanic, though the Alexan-
dria native has always loved 
cars. That love dates back 
to his childhood, when he 
would watch his grandfather 
do work on his car. Dixon 
describes his grandfather as 
“three people in one: a dad, 
a best friend and a mentor.” 

Now the newest mechan-
ic at the Exxon station at 501 
S. Washington St., Dixon has 
always enjoyed the hands-on 
aspect of mechanic work.

“I don’t mind getting my 
hands dirty,” he said. “I’ve 
always loved cars…it’s al-
ways beneficial to know 
what’s wrong with a car.”

Dixon has strong Alex-
andria ties. He was an active 
student athlete for T.C. Wil-
liams High School, partici-
pating in football in the fall, 
indoor track in the winter and 
outdoor track in the spring. 
While at T.C., which had re-
cently been rebuilt and mod-
ernized, he took two years of 
automatic technology, though 
he still did not have any in-
tention of becoming an auto 
mechanic. 

After graduating from 
T.C. in 2011, Dixon attended 
Richard Bland University in 
Petersburg, Virginia, for two 
years, and then transferred to 
James Madison University, 
where he received a bache-
lor’s degree in computer sci-
ence. 

Dixon came back to Alex-
andria with his computer sci-
ence degree and worked for 
DASH, Alexandria’s public 
bus service. He quickly found 
out he didn’t want to be con-
fined to a desk.

“The cubicle lifestyle just 
wasn’t the right fit,” he said, 
“I thought I was limited in 
what I [could] do.” 

As a result, Dixon left 
DASH and decided to look 
for jobs where he could get 
outside the office and work 
directly with people.

That’s when a friend, who 
had become a mechanic after 
high school, asked him for 
some help working on cars. 

“He really taught me that 
hands-on work,” said Dixon. 

After spending a couple 
of months learning the ropes, 
Dixon landed his job at the 
Exxon station through a re-
ferral from his friend.

Aziz Negash, the service 
manager at the Exxon, de-
cided to take a shot on him 
and gave him the job long 
occupied by David Gutridge, 
who had worked at the shop 
for more than 40 years before 
passing away in late 2016.

“He [Dixon’s friend] told 
me, ‘Hey, I know somebody 

and he’s a good man, he’s a 
good guy,” Negash said. “I 
gave him a chance and he’s 
doing okay…he’s working 
hard.” 

Dixon credits his success 
as a mechanic to his desire to 
understand how things tick. 

“I want to always diag-
nose everything in life,” he 
said. 

He finds a unique chal-
lenge in cars and mechanic 
work, as he must approach 
every car he works on a bit 
differently. 

“A lot of people might 
think about [becoming a me-
chanic], but when you think 
about the time and energy 
and work you put in it, it 
scares some people,” Dixon 
said.

Certain aspects of being a 
mechanic are frustrating for 
Dixon.  

“It’s a tough job and you 
get frustrated easily,” Dixon 

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

Tyrrell Dixon, a T.C. Williams High School grad, recently replaced the long-
time mechanic at the Exxon service shop on South Washington Street.

SEE DIXON                     | 9

T.C. Williams grad replaces 
longtime Exxon mechanic 
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REMODELING.
REIMAGINED. 
REMODELING.
REIMAGINED. 

REMODELING ALEXANDRIA 
HOMES SINCE 1961.
Reimagine your home and let our low cost, proprietary CaseStudyTM planning process help. We’ll collaborate on ideas, 
document every inch of your space, develop three unique design options – provided in 3D virtual renderings – and 
include budgeting information and timelines. It’s all of the details you need to make informed decisions. And if you 
don’t like what you see, you get your money back – your CaseStudyTM is 100% guaranteed. 

Since 1961, Case has designed and built more of the finest kitchens, bathrooms, additions, and interior spaces 
than any other local remodeler. Our entire focus is turning dreams into reality. Let us help you get started today. 
Visit casedesign.com or call 1.800.750.9399 to schedule your free design consultation today.

2016

DESIGN STUDIOS IN 
VA  |  DC  |  MD

ADDITIONS | BATHS | CONDOS | EXTERIORS | KITCHENS
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gram physician Dr. Kurt Brandt. 
As employees departed, the pro-
gram instituted a freeze on new 
patients in the beginning of 2016.

The freeze barred enrollment 
of new patients with the exception 
of pregnant women. As a result, 
there were only 25 new entrants 
to the program between January 
and December of 2016, a stark 
drop from the 67 new patients the 
program admitted in 2015. The 
freeze resulted in a decrease in 
the total number of patients treat-
ed in 2016 and 2017, from a high 
of 191 treated in FY2015, 188 
treated in FY2016 and 170 treat-
ed so far in FY2017, a period that 
concludes at the end of June.

So far, there have been 24 
new patients admitted to-date 
this calendar year, which, if the 
program holds its admission rate, 
would amount to about 58 new 
patients over the year.

These limitations on treat-
ment options coincided with a 
surge in need for services. Hero-
in arrests have basically doubled 
each of the past two years, going 
from eight in 2015 to 15 last year 
and are on pace for 30 in 2017.

Though the freeze in the first 
half of 2016 came down to lack-
ing the necessary staff, Susan 
Tatum, director of the opioid 
treatment program, said funding 
and staffing are deeply intercon-
nected. 

“Staffing is funding,” Tatum 
said. “When you have vacancies, 
you have to fill them and that 
takes time – and money.” 

The program has a small staff, 
with a doctor, a pharmacist, a case 
manager, three clinically licensed 
therapists, two licensed practical 
nurses, one registered nurse and 
a part-time nurse practitioner. 
Tatum said just one extended 
absence can have far-reaching 
impacts, especially in a treatment 
program that runs seven days a 
week, 365 days a year.

“We’ve received a huge influx 
and, at the same time, we had a 
couple of staff changes – a long-
time physician who had run the 
program retired, a nurse retired, 
a few therapists retired,” said Liz 
Wixson, director for the city’s 

clinical and emergency services, 
which oversees the opioid treat-
ment program. “It takes some 
time to replace those people.”

Indeed, recruitment is one 
of the major challenges that the 
opioid treatment program faces. 
Finding staff that not only have 
the qualifications, but the ex-
perience with opioid treatment, 
is particularly difficult. Before 
2015, the program had relatively 
low turnover, meaning that the 
program didn’t have established 
recruitment pipelines for acquir-
ing new talent when faced with 
several staff vacancies.  

“There’s beginning to be a 
better infrastructure in place for 
physicians,” Tatum said. “At the 
time, there just weren’t many 
people who were trained to pro-
vide the service.”

Even when fully staffed, 
however, the opioid treatment 
program is one extended absence 
away from not being able to pro-
vide the same level of services. 

“We’ve always been at a lev-
el of funding where we had just 
enough staff and if something 
happens, it’s a proverbial stick in 
the bicycle spokes,” Tatum said.

Any staff absence or funding 
decrease will be deeply felt by the 
nearly 200 patients who depend 
on the opioid treatment program 
in some way every year – either 
for outpatient services, like ther-
apy, case management, medica-
tion-assisted treatment or, for the 
most severe cases, inpatient with-
drawal management services, 

which has the capacity to house 
35 patients at a time. Those par-
ticipating in the opioid treatment 
program usually receive medica-
tion-assisted treatment, but each 
plan is based on the individual’s 
needs.

Tatum doesn’t see the demand 
for the program going away any-
time soon. The city is poised to 
have a record amount of overdos-
es resulting in ER visits this year, 
with the health department pro-
jecting 123 overdoses by the end 
of 2017, up from 105 in 2016 and 

88 in 2015.
 “I don’t see it leveling off,” 

Tatum said. “I think the problem 
still exists. We’re similar to oth-
er communities in the country. 
I think we’ll still see continued 
need.” 

As the city sees a surge in the 
number of individuals request-
ing help for opioid addictions, 
it’s beginning to take proactive 
measures, including increasing 
its piece of the funding pie, which 
rose from $520,637 in 2016 to 
$770,556 in 2017. The uptick in 

the city’s contribution, as well 
as a Virginia grant that provided 
an additional $142,000, result-
ed in the opioid treatment pro-
gram increasing from a stagnant 
$988,000 between 2011 and 2016 
to $1,376,694 in FY2017. The opi-
oid treatment program’s funding 
levels for FY2018 haven’t been 
released yet.

There is some ability to move 
additional funding within the 
city’s Department of Commu-

SEE OPIOIDS                  | 10
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PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580
POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY

ENJOYFOURTH 
OF JULY

aboard the Cherry Blossom Riverboat

56%
city funding

14%
regional funding

9%
federal funding

3%
miscellaneous funding

18%
state funding

Who funds the city’s opioid 
treatment program? City funding for opioid 

treatment program, 
2015 to present

$577,182
$520,637

$770,556

FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
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Source for both graphics: Alexandria Office of Management and Budget. Graphics by Evan Berkowitz.

FY 2017*

* The fiscal year lasts from July 1 until 
June 30 the following calendar year
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that I actually have to live for.”
Jackson will retire as Mau-

ry principal at the end of the 
school year, after almost 45 
years as an educator. She be-
came interested in teaching at 
the age of 13, when she taught 
children participating in her 

church’s summer program.
Later, in 1973, she land-

ed her first education job in 
Washington, D.C., where she 
taught fourth grade and, later, 
worked in a multi-age class-
room with first grade and kin-
dergarten students. In 1980, 
she moved to Alexandria, 
looking for a fresh start.

Her teaching career in the 
Port City began at John Ad-
ams Elementary School, and 
included a stop at Patrick Hen-
ry Elementary School before 
she was hand selected in 1984 
to form a new magnet school, 
which became Cora Kelly 
Magnet Elementary. 

She got her start in school 

administration when she was 
selected as assistant principal 
at Mount Vernon Elemen-
tary School in 1992. Within 
four years, she was picked 
for her first principal posting 
at Lyles-Crouch Elementary 
School.

When she arrived at Lyles-
Crouch in 1996, parents were 
actively avoiding sending their 
children there. The school was 
not accredited and was miss-
ing its adequate yearly prog-
ress goals.

“My goal going into it was 
making sure all children suc-
ceeded and had success, but, 
most of all, making sure chil-
dren came to school every day 
and were happy to be there,” 
Jackson said. “If they’re not 
happy, they’re not going to be 
successful.” 

From there, Jackson and her 
staff decided to make a number 
of changes, including transi-
tioning Lyles-Crouch from a 
3-5 to a K-5 school. They also 
took field trips to a number of 
traditional academies in the 
area to see if that was a route 
they wanted to go down.

“What we were extrapolat-
ing from those schools is that 
we loved the uniforms,” Jack-
son said.

Lyles-Crouch introduced 
uniforms, an equalizing force 
in the classroom, and went 
on to make a number of oth-
er changes – reducing the 
size of classrooms to 15 for 
lower grades and 20 for up-
per grades, introducing band 
and orchestra programs after 
school and homework clubs. 
At the same time, parents were 
stepping up to the plate, volun-
teering as tutors, chaperones 
and whatever else was needed.

The school became Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Academy 
and, by the end of Jackson’s 
second year at the helm, it be-
came accredited and was mak-
ing its AYP goals.

“I felt really, really good 
about it because I did not do it 
alone,” Jackson said. “It takes 
a village and, if we needed a 
village, we certainly had one.”

By the time Jackson had 

completed eight years at the 
school, Rebecca Perry, who 
was then the superintendent 
of Alexandria City Public 
Schools, was calling on Jack-
son to make another transfor-
mation. 

“She asked me if I’d like 
to come to Maury from Lyles-
Crouch. I thought ‘no way am 
I going to leave my babies to 
go over there. No way!,’” Jack-
son said. “I named the school 
Lyles-Crouch Traditional 
Academy. There was no way I 
was going to give that up.”

But supporters in the com-
munity ultimately convinced 
Jackson that she was the right 
person to turn Maury around. 
After her change of heart, she 
took over as principal there in 
2004. At that time, the school 
was in a similar situation as 
Lyles-Crouch was in the be-
ginning – it wasn’t accredited, 
but, more troubling, it was the 
lowest-performing school in 
Alexandria and in Northern 
Virginia.

“In my heart, I knew I 
could do it,” Jackson said. 
“From the moment I walked in 
the door, I felt I was lifted up 
by a higher being.” 

Jackson, as always, priori-
tized the students. She set her 
sights on getting the school ac-
credited and also on increas-
ing the school’s dwindling 
student population, which was 
down to about 158 at the time 
and is now around 410.

“I was begging for chil-
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www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

I love 
children. To 

me, they’re my 
babies. They’re 
my heart. They’re 
my life. They’re 
everything that 
I actually have 
to live for.”

– Lucretia Jackson,
principal,

Matthew Maury 
Elementary School
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dren,” Jackson said. “I stood 
outside and put on the mar-
quee ‘Wanted: More children 
to love and educate.’” 

The students eventually did 
start coming, though it took 
the school gaining accredita-
tion two years after Jackson 
arrived to convince skeptical 
parents. Jackson, however, 
was the real motivating factor 
for many others.

Laurie Kahl, a past PTA 
president at Maury, has sent 
three of her daughters through 
the school in the past ten years. 
Her youngest daughter is in 
fourth grade at the school. She 
said Jackson is a reassuring 
force. 

“She knows all the kids. 
She knows all their quirks. She 
knows all the teachers and she 
knows what’s going on,” Kahl 
said. “She’s the most loving, 
caring person. She hugs every 
single person every time she 
sees them.”

In her decade as a Mau-
ry parent, Kahl has also seen 
the school come a long way. 
Though she felt like she was 
taking a chance by sending her 
oldest daughter there, she has 
stayed with the school due to 
the progress Jackson initiated. 

“She’s really worked to 
make it the best, loving envi-
ronment,” Kahl said. “When 
you think about where to 
send your kids to elementary 
school, you want them to go 
where they’re loved. For me, 

that feeling of welcome and 
being loved is probably the 
number one thing.” 

As Jackson prepares to 
leave the school after 12 years, 
she has a number of fond 
memories, like listening to 
the conversations that kinder-
garten students have among 
themselves and interacting 
with students and their par-
ents. 

“I’ll remember just lov-
ing the children and hugging 
them. Seeing them when they 
get off the bus. The expres-
sions on their face. Knowing 
my babies from the aspect 
of ‘are you okay? Can I help 
you?’ Telling them each and 
every day that I love them,” 
Jackson said.

When asked her advice for 
her successor, Victor Powell, 
Jackson had a few thoughts. 

“The first advice I would 
give is establish relationships 
– not only with our babies, but 
with our families,” Jackson 
said. “Take it slow. Observe 
before you come in and make 
changes.” 

Jackson also says her suc-
cessor will need to get out of 
the office – something that’s 
worked for her during her time 
in education. 

“You have to get out there 
and you have to do,” Jackson 
said. “You have to learn on 
your own from the experienc-
es you have each and every 
day.”

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com
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Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Casual Elegant  
High Rise  

Apartment Living

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms -  $1130.00 -  

$1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

* Controlled   
 access     
 buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

* Balcony  
   (Select Units)

* Office Hours:  
   Monday –    
   Friday 
   9AM to 5PM  
   and Saturday     
  10AM – 2PM

* 301-630-9500 
   Call for Rental  
   Information

said.
Nonetheless, he said he 

continues to learn some-
thing new about cars every 
day, an aspect of his job he 
really enjoys. He also gets a 
chance to interact with peo-
ple face-to-face – something 

his desk job never allowed 
him to do.

“A lot of people that come 
here have been coming for 
years,” he said, a thought that 
provides him with even more 
drive to build positive rela-
tionships with customers and 
“do the best that [he] can.”

Relationships and cus-

tomer service are just as in-
tegral to him as fixing cars 
– and it’s something that 
motivates him every day.

“Seeing people smile, 
when they know that they’ll be 
safe on the road…that’s what 
I’m here for,” he said. “At the 
end of the day, it’s all about 
seeing people smile.”

DIXON                 FROM  | 5

release from Scalise's office 
stated that he was shot in the 
hip, but was in stable condition 
and was undergoing surgery at 
MedStar Washington Hospital 
Center. The hospital reported 
Scalise was in critical condi-
tion mid-afternoon Wednes-
day.

The suspect has been iden-
tified as James T. Hodgkinson, 
a 66-year-old Illinois man. 
President Donald Trump, in 
his address at 11:30 a.m., an-

nounced Hodgkinson had died 
from his injuries. No motiva-
tion is known for the shooting 
at this time, with the police 
saying it's too early in the in-
vestigation to say.

The FBI is taking the lead 
in the investigation. 

In response, Alexandria 
City Public Schools announced 
all schools were in lock-in just 
after 8 a.m., with all doors se-
cured while classes continued. 
No entry or exit was being al-

SHOOTING            FROM  | 1
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nity & Health Services around, 
if necessary, unless it is marked 
as restricted, according to OMB 
Communications Officer Jenni-
fer Cohen-Cordero. Any increase 
to the opioid treatment program’s 
budget would have to be ap-
proved by the Alexandria Office 
of Management & Budget.

The program is heavily reliant 
on the city, as Alexandria’s gov-
ernment provides 56 percent of 
its funding. Another 18 percent 
comes from the commonwealth, 
14 percent is regionally funded, 9 
percent of its budget comes from 
the federal government and 3 
percent from either insurance or 
client pay. 

Despite the increase in fund-
ing, capacity remains limited, 
with the opioid treatment pro-
gram capping out at between 
95 and 105 patients per day cur-
rently and 125 to 135 clients per 
day when fully staffed. There 
isn’t a waiting list to get into the 
program at the moment, but that 
can change rapidly depending on 
demand.

“We always feel like we’re 
running fine and that everything 
is going smoothly. When some-
thing happens, though, we need 

a little time to regroup,” Tatum 
said. “Unfortunately, what that 
does – the bottom line is that it 
impacts client services. Those 
who would like to be new clients.” 

Tatum said the individuals 
who turn to city-sponsored opi-
oid programs, in most cases, are 
those who can’t go anywhere 
else. In addition, there are limited 
private treatment programs that 
have specialties in opioid abuse 
within Alexandria city limits, 
with Crossroads, located on 
South Van Dorn Street, being one 
of few alternative options.

“Public resources exist for 
folks who don’t have other op-
tions, in a lot of cases,” Tatum 
said. 

As 2017 reaches its midway 

point, new staff members are 
settling in at the treatment pro-
gram. A doctor, Dr. Uzma Mian, 
who was hired in April 2016, is 
on board, as well as several new 
nurses, who were hired due to the 
increase in funding. When a final 
additional hire, a therapist, begins 
work, the program will be fully 
staffed. 

Tatum and Wixson don’t ex-
pect it to remain quiet for long – 
and both hope to have the right 
resources in place when demand 
again surges. 

“We want to be able to do the 
best job that we can to serve folks 
and give them the treatment they 
need,” Tatum said. 

– aepitropoulos
@alextimes.com

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
LED Light Bulbs! 

We have 
Night Lights, 

60 Watt, 
100 Watt, 
3-Way, 

And PARs for recess light 
fixtures! 

All in 
a color 
of 
light  
that 
you 
are 
used to 
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Total budget of Alexandria opioid 
treatment program, 2011-present

$988,000
$1,376,694

FY ‘11

$1M

$0

Source: Alexandria Office of Management and Budget. Graphic by Evan Berkowitz.

FY ‘12 FY ‘13 FY ‘14 FY ‘15 FY ‘16 FY ‘17
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Alexandria Aces 
Baseball is back!

UPCOMING GAMES 
Saturday, June 17

th
 vs. Baltimore Dodgers 

Sunday, June 18
th
 vs. Gaithersburg Giants- 

Father's Day! 
Monday, June 19

th
 vs. Baltimore Redbirds 

Wednesday, June 21
st
 vs. Silver Spring 

Thunderbolts 

 
 

All games start @ 7pm 
$5 Adults; $3 Youth (Ages 6-17) 

Ages 5 & Under FREE 
 

 20 Home Games in 
June & July @ 

Frank Mann Field
3700 Commonwealth Ave

Alexandria VA

AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces Alexandria_Aces 

The Aces lost 3-2 to the 
Baltimore Redbirds on June 
9 for Alexandria’s first – and 
so far only – loss in a season 
that has seen them sprint to a 
6-1 record. The game was the 
team’s home opener after three 
games on the road to kick off 
their 2017 campaign in the Cal 
Ripken Collegiate Baseball 

League. Mayor Allison Silber-
berg started off the festivities 
by throwing out the ceremoni-
al first pitch.

Baltimore jumped off to 
a 3-0 lead in the first inning, 
and their pitchers blanked Al-
exandria until the ninth, when 
Eli Boggess, a senior infield-
er from Morehead State, hit a 

two-run triple to pull the Aces 
to within one run. But the 
game ended at 3-2 when Alex-
andria couldn’t bring Boggess 
home from third. Local Alex-
andria product Hughes Page, a 
redshirt freshman at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, pitched a 
scoreless inning in relief.

– Denise Dunbar

Aces home opener results in first loss

1. Aces players line up for the national anthem. 2. Alexandria Mayor Allison Silberberg throws 
out the first pitch. 3. Hometown product Hughes Page pitched a scoreless inning. 4. Aces 
catcher Cody Miller awaits a pitch. 5. Starting pitcher Jacob Parker winds up. 6. Infielder Eli 
Boggess hit a two-run triple 

PHOTOS/MARK BRISCOE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
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Red, White & Tuna                     6/3 - 6/24

Just in time for July 4th, LTA returns 
to the third smallest town in Texas 
to celebrate Red, White, & Tuna!  
Welcome to Tuna, where the  
Lion’s Club is too  
liberal, Patsy Cline 
never dies, and the  
residents never stop 
listening to OKKK, the 
local radio station. Join 
the wild ride of quick 
changes and comedic 
characterizations.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

www.henquarter.com
801 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 684-8969

Southern Fare & Free Range Cocktails with  
true Southern Hospitality.

FARM to TABLE

lowed from the schools. The 
lock-in was lifted at around 
8:50 a.m.

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
and national officials, including 
President Donald Trump and 
several members of Congress, 
have responded to the shooting. 

“Our thoughts and prayers 
are with all those affected by 
this tragedy, including those 
who were injured and the 
first responders who rendered 
immediate aid," said Silber-
berg.  "We are shocked by such 
an incident in our peaceful 
community.”

The event jolted many Del 
Ray residents, including Antho-
ny Istrico, who was walking his 
dog along Potomac Avenue just 
after 7 a.m. when he saw a num-
ber of police cars race past him to 
East Monroe Street and noticed 
helicopters flying overhead. 

“There was kind of an ee-
riness with the flurry of sirens 
going by,” Istrico said.

Istrico said he was not sur-
prised by the incident.

“I’d love to say that I’m 
shocked that this happened 
in Alexandria, but there’s far 

too much gun violence taking 
place,” Istrico said. “I feel like 
something needs to be done. 
No one should be able to fire 
almost 50 rounds in quick suc-
cession before an armed law 
enforcement officer can fire 
back. No matter who it happens 
to, it should not happen.”

The Del Ray Business As-
sociation has also responded to 
the incident in a statement.

“We are deeply saddened 
to learn of the tragic shoot-
ing at Simpson Field during a 
congressional baseball prac-
tice session this morning. Our 
hearts, thoughts and prayers go 
out to the victims of this sense-
less act of hate,” the statement 
read. “We offer our support 
and condolences to everyone 
involved, and praise the fast 
action of federal and local law 
enforcement to protect the Del 
Ray community.”

In an address from the 
White House shortly before 
noon Wednesday, Trump de-
scribed the incident as a “brutal 
assault” and praised the actions 
of Alexandria and Capitol po-
lice officers. He said that his 
thoughts are with Scalise, who 
he called a good friend, and the 

congressman’s family.
“We may have our differ-

ences, but we do well in times 
like these to remember that 
everyone who serves in our na-
tion’s capitol is here because, 
above all, they love our coun-
try,” Trump said in the address. 
“We can all agree that we are 
blessed to be Americans, that 
our children deserve to grow up 
in a nation of safety and peace 
and that we are strongest when 
we are unified and work togeth-
er for common good.”

– aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

We can all 

agree that we 

are blessed to be 

Americans, that our 

children deserve to 

grow up in a nation of 

safety and peace and 

that we are strongest 

when we are unified 

and work together 

for common good.”

– President Donald Trump
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CONGRATULATIONS

TO THE CLASS OF 2017
Graduates were accepted into the following schools:

Bishop Ireton High School
Bishop McNamara High School
Bishop O’Connell High School
Blair Academy
Cardigan Mountain School
Commonwealth Academy
Dematha Catholic High School
Flint Hill School
Foxcroft School
Freedom High School HVAC Program
George School
Gonzaga College High School

Lake Forest Academy
Landon School
Mercersburg Academy
Northfield Mount Hermon School
Our Lady of Good Counsel High School
Peddie School
St. John’s College High School
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School
The Hill School
The Howard Gardner School
The Madeira School
Woodberry Forest

PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8
Nurturing academic excellence 
and the confidence to thrive
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Congratulates the Class of 2017!

Members of the Class of 2017 have been offered admission to and/or will be attending the following high schools: 
Bishop Ireton High School, Bishop O’Connell High School, Blue Ridge School, Connelly School of the Holy Child, The Field School, Flint 
Hill School, Garrison Forest School, Georgetown Visitation, Gonzaga College High School, Maret School, Mercersburg Academy, St. John’s 
College High School, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart, T.C. Williams High School, Woodberry Forest School

Alexandria Country Day School is a leading K-8, coed, independent school in the Del Ray community of Alexandria. Through a thoughtful 
blending of the traditional and progressive models of education, we provide a stimulating academic program; numerous arts and athletics 
offerings; a school-wide service learning program; and an innovative public speaking curriculum. To learn more, visit www.acdsnet.org, call 
703-837-1303 or walk-in any Wednesday morning between 8:30 and 10:30 am.

Back Row L-R: Jackson Brocato, Jack White, Terence Peterson, JT Carpenter, Jojo Beal, Caroline Friedrichs, Ana Bach, Norah Nappi, Cara Katz, 
Kate Malnak, Myka Lee 

Second Row L-R: Currin Winston, Ian Carr, Calum McIntyre, Ian McCambridge, Michael Murphy, Piper Foley, Maddie Oehler, Catherine Smeallie, 
Gabriela Garcia, Elayna Duprey, Amelia Page

Front Row L-R: Dustin Gardner, Charlie Hornung, Pierce Waller, Daniel Melchior, Isabelle Murphy, Miranda Larson, Sarah Sullivan, Allie Ryder, Lily Altree



BY ELIZABETH HOLM

When I was growing up, 
there were two sour cherry 
trees on our property.  As soon 
as the cherries were ripe, my 
dad would hand me a metal 
bucket and send me climbing 
up the trees to pick them.  It 
was so fun to see how high I 
could go to get as many cher-
ries as possible. Climbing 
without a ladder meant I 
had to find broken 
off branches 
to hang the 
bucket so I 
could hold 
on with one 
hand and 
pick with the 
other.  One buck-
et full was enough 
cherries for my mother to 
make a pie that day and freeze 
cherries for a pie to be made in 
February, according to tradi-
tion, on George Washington’s 
birthday.  

Of course, I never knew 
that those cherries that tasted 
so tart when first picked and 
so sweet in a delicious pie, 
were also good for me!  Sour 

(also know as tart) cherries 
contain anthocyanins that are 
responsible for the cherry’s 
bright red color and have been 
shown to inhibit enzymes that 
cause inflammation.  Studies 
of athletes and older individu-
als have found that sour cherry 
juice can reduce post-exercise 
inflammation, oxidative stress 
and speed recovery.  Anthocy-
anins have also been shown to 

lower cholesterol and may 
reduce the risk for 

heart disease.  
In addition, 
sour cher-
ries contain 
melatonin, a 
substance in-

volved in our 
circadian rhythms 

that helps us sleep at 
night. Research suggests that 
eating sour cherries may pro-
mote longer and better quality 
sleep.

The good news is that you 
don’t need your own sour 
cherry trees to pick cherries.  
Several farms in Northern 
Virginia have sour cherries 
you can pick yourself.  Picking 
started last weekend, but the 

Times

Local photographer NINA TISARA 
shows off a lifetime of work in 
concurrent exhibitions

ARTS CALENDAR 2018 HOMES 24
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Events heat up as summer 
kicks off in Alexandria

Change up your bathroom 
with rockin’ new trends 

Living
Sour cherries are healthy 

— and delicious!

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

 

Sour cherry
pie

Ingredients
1 quart sour 
(tart) cherries
1 cup sugar
¼ cup minute tapioca 
2 pie crusts for 
a 9-inch pie

Instructions:
Rinse and remove the 
stems from the cherries. 
Pit the cherries using a cherry 
pitter or squeeze the cherries 
with your fingers to separate 
the pits from the cherries and 
their juice. Combine the 4 cups 
pitted cherries, 1 cup sugar 

and ¼ cup tapioca.  Let stand 
for 15 minutes. Line a 9-inch 
pie plate with a pie crust.  Fill 
with the cherry mixture. Create 
a lattice top using the second 
crust.  Seal the crust and flute 

the edge. Bake in a preheat-
ed 400 degree oven for 45 
minutes or until the juices 
form bubbles that burst slowly.  
Cool and serve.

PHOTO/TINA GEHRING

season only lasts for a couple 
of weeks.  You can buy cher-
ries already picked this week 
from Virginia growers and 
through early July from Penn-
sylvania growers selling at our 
local Farmers’ Markets.   

You also do not need to 
drink sour cherry juice.  A 
slice of sour cherry pie is 
equivalent in anthocyanin po-
tency to a glass of cherry juice 
and much more enjoyable. It is 
the perfect “ruby red” dessert 

for a picnic in June. 

The author is a registered di-
etitian and nutritionist in pri-
vate practice in Alexandria 
and can be reached at 
emholm@verizon.net.
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ABC NOTICE

Retail License Application, 805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public 
information. Please refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions  

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND 
PUBLISHING) 

PUBLISHING  
NOTICE 

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions  provided on page 9. 

 
[Full name(s) of owner(s):]  Tes Tes LLC  If 

general partnership, enter partners’  names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or 
corporation, enter name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or 
tax-exempt private club, enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last 
name. 

Trading as:    Mega Dollar Plus  

(trade name) 

50 S Pickett St Ste 30_____________________________________ 
(exact street address where business will trade) 

           Alexandria 
 

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA  DEPARTMENT  OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) 

for a  Beer off Premises license 
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Tesfaye Tilahun        Member 
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days 

from the publishing date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should 

be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Alexandria City

(county) 

(city/town)
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

When interviewed for 
her 2015 Living Legends 
of Alexandria profile, art-
ist-photographer Nina Tisara 
quipped, "I had a life before 
Living Legends and I ex-
pect to have a life after."  As 
founder of the organization 
that selects and celebrates an-
nually the inspiring accom-
plishments and contributions 
of our finest residents, Tisara 
is retiring from her ten-year 
commitment leading the or-
ganization to pursue her art.

While attending NOVA in 
the mid-50’s and planning a 
career in economics, Tisara 
took a class in photography 
and got hooked, landing a 
small job with the Air Force 
writing captions to pictures 
in their photo library. More 
study followed and her work 
began to get noticed. Eventu-
ally the single mother of four 

went pro with portrait and 
wedding commission, mov-
ing her family and business 
in 1985 to the townhouse 
on King Street where Tisara 
Photography continues to 
thrive under her son, Steven 
Halperson. 

Currently Tisara has two 
very different shows in our 
area. Both are worthy of 
study. In the first, her pow-
erful black and white photo-
graphs of worshippers of all 
faiths allow us a window to 
the faithful in intimate and 
revealing moments of wor-
ship. In the second, using na-
ture-related mosaics, she in-
terprets her own photographs 
in a more classic form – re-
vealing the intricate details 
of nature through tiny pieces 
of tile.

The show at Convergence, 
“Witnessing Worship – Con-
necting Through the Lens of 
Faith,” brings together for 

the first time two of Tisara’s 
photo documentary studies 
of worship in Alexandria – 
“Converging Paths” (1984-
85) and “United in the Spir-
it” (1995). The exhibition 
invites Alexandrians to share 
photographs of current wor-

ship online.  
Convergence believes Tis-

ara’s work fits their universal 
philosophy. 

“The ambitious spiritual/
cultural objective of this un-
dertaking was the creation of 
a space where viewers were 

comfortable in considering 
the idea that agreement is not 
a requirement for relationship 
but an invitation to each of us 
to expand our capacity   for 
generous listening and obser-

Renowned local photographer Tisara in concurrent shows

PHOTO/NINA TISARA

“Prayer circle” from the Witnessing Worship exhibit by Nina Tisara at Convergence.
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WWW.BEERANDBOURBON.COM

LOTS OF BBQ 
SPECIAL VIP AREA
TASTING THEATER CLASSES
BREWERANIA & CIGARS
SHRINE OF SWINE
BLUEGRASS & LIVE MUSIC
GAME AREA, CONTESTS &MORE!

p
p
p
p
p
p
p

ALL YOU CARE TO TASTE
60 BEERS/40 BOURBONS

Tickets are non-refundable & subject to tax. Show is rain or shine. Please drink responsibly. Advance ticket sales close 06/14/17. 

TICKETS START AT ONLY $29!
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To place your event in the calendar, send 
an email to events@alextimes.com

vation,” said Rev. Lisa Smith 
of Convergence. 

The closing reception 
for “Witnessing Worship” 
is Friday from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Convergence, 1801 N. 
Quaker Lane. For details 
about the online project, con-
tact DabABH@ourconver-
gence.org.  The reception is 
free and open to the public.

In 2005, when photog-
raphy went predominantly 
digital, Tisara laid her cam-
era aside and started creating 
mosaic designs. She studied 
under Gene Sterud, a retired 
archaeologist.

“The medium provides 
the opportunity to combine 
my early training in painting 
and sculpture and my later 

PHOTO/JORDAN WRIGHT

Nina Tisara, center, talks with fellow artist Marian Van Landingham at 
the opening reception at Huntley Meadows Visitors Center.

PHOTO/NINA TISARA

“Agudas8” from the Witnessing Worship exhibit by Nina Tisara at Con-
vergence.
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June 15 

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC ART 
PIECE AT LAKE COOK The city 
has commissioned Baltimore-based 
artist David Hess to design a unique 
public art piece at Lake Cook. 
The objectives of the Lake Cook 
Stormwater Retrofit project are to 
increase the lake’s capacity to reduce 
stormwater pollution and enhance the 
recreational elements of this facility. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to 
learn about the project and provide 
feedback on the proposed public art, 
expected to be finalized by the spring 
of 2018. Free. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 3600 Wheeler Ave. 
Information: https://www.alexandri-
ava.gov/PublicArt

BON VOYAGE EVENT Say a 
(temporary) goodbye to Alexandria’s 
18th century ship, which is making its 
final voyage to Texas A&M University’s 
conservation research laboratory, 
where it will undergo a multi-year 
conservation process before returning 
to Alexandria’s harbor. This event 
will include family-friendly interactive 
features and a ceremonial bottle 
breaking. Free admission, but reser-
vations are required. 
Time: 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: 116 S. Quaker Lane
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov/Events.aspx

LECTURE: AMERICA AND THE 
GREAT WAR As part of her nation-
al book tour, author Margaret Wagner 
is coming to Alexandria to discuss her 
newly released book “America and 
the Great War: A Library of Congress 
Illustrated History.” The lecture will 
take place at the Lyceum, Alexan-

dria’s History Museum. Doors open at 
7 p.m. and the lectures begin at 7:30 
p.m. Admission is $10 per person and 
tickets may be purchased by calling 
703-746-4994.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washing-
ton St.
Information: 703-746-4994

June 17

SOCCER TOURNAMENT 
Youth soccer players from across 
the Washington, D.C., metropolitan 
area will meet in Alexandria for the 
“DMV CommUNITY: We are One” 
Soccer Tournament. The tournament, 
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., will 
be held at the George Washington 
Middle School field, located behind 
the school. Registration is required 
and must be completed by June 9. 
Contact Joe Regotti for more informa-
tion or to register.
Time: 9 to 5 p.m.
Location: Washington Middle 
School, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-328-0874

HEALTHY COOKING DEMON-
STRATION The Virginia Cooperative 
Extension will provide free samples 
of quick and healthy foods that you 
can prepare at home from ingredients 
available right at market. 
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St. 
Information: 703-746-3200

LECTURE: FATHERLESS 
DAUGHTER RECONCILIATION 
Join journalist, and author Jonetta 
Rose Barras and discussion leaders 
to share their stories about their loss 
due to father absence or parental 

abandonment and its harmful effects 
on their lives. The speakers will 
encourage participants to join the 
discussion. Adults are encouraged 
to bring their teenage children to the 
discussion. $5 per person. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St. 
Information: 703-746-4356

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
DIG DAYS Assist Alexandria Ar-
chaeology at a public dig! The dig day 
includes an introduction to the histo-
ry and archaeology of the Shuter’s Hill 
Site, a site tour, and the opportunity 
to sift through excavated soil and as-
sist with artifact processing. $5 dona-
tion and pre-registration is required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
Location: 101 Callahan Dr.
Information: https://www.alexan-
driava.gov/Archaeology

June 18

FATHER’S DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Fathers and their families are admit-
ted free at the Friendship Firehouse 
Museum on Father’s Day. Pose 
alongside the historic equipment 
that fought fires in 19th – century 
Alexandria, and have your portrait 
taken by the firehouse photographer. 
Youngsters will receive a fire hat to 
take home. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: https://shop.alexane-
driava.gov

GADSBY’S FATHER’S DAY 
MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE 

8 weeks of Team Building Challenges 
2 Field Trips and 2 Swim Days Each Week

Free Breakfast, Lunch, and Snack
Sign up before July 1 to receive discounts

Survivor Camp 
July 5-August 25  

7:00 am-6:00 pm

Week 1-Sports
Week 2-Treasure Island 

Week 3-Celebrities
Week 5-Under the Sea/Oceans

Week 6-Reptiles
Week 7-Outer Space

Week 8-Cooking

Contact Ms. Patrice for space availability & rates 
703-549-3077 • phall@bgcgw.org

401 N. Payne Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Weekly bike  

rides & lessons,  

movie theater,  

scavenger hunts  

& fishing

Educational  and  interactive  field trips

Cookie came to KSC 
when her people could  
no longer care for her. 
She would love to be 
your one and only 
kitty. She promises to 
return all the love you 
give. Email us for more 
information. We are 
open this Saturday  
and Sunday; 1:30 pm  
to 4:30 pm.

Cool Cookie 

For more information contact
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

 

• Chemical free daycare floors to protect  
my precious feet and body
• Super large indoor/outdoor play yards

• A cool new agility/fun yard
   • All organic grooming for a true  

    spa-like experience
 • Individual suites for a retreat-  

    like boarding atmosphere 
       • Best natural food  

     and supplements to     
  keep me healthy

  

First Stop:
WHOLE DOGZ!  

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

SEE CALENDAR                | 21
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Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is pleased 
to offer free tours on Father’s Day for 
all visiting fathers. Notable visitors 
(other than your beloved Father) 
include George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams. Self-guid-
ed tours available anytime 1-5 p.m. 
Guided tours at 2 and 4 p.m. $5 
Adults, $3 children. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Location: 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
restaurant.com/

APOTHECARY FATHER’S DAY 
OPEN HOUSE The Stabler-Lead-
beater Apothecary Museum is 
offering free tours on Father’s Day for 
all visiting fathers. Free for fathers, 
$5 for all other adults, $3 for children 
ages 5-12. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.alexandri-
ava.gov/Apothecary

June 24 

VINE ON THE WATERFRONT 
The sixth annual Vine on the Water-
front Food & Wine Festival will take 
place on Alexandria’s waterfront at 
Oronoco Bay Park. The event will 
feature local food and wine, as well 
as artisans, a children’s corner and 
live entertainment by the Alan Scott 
Band and Andy Hawk & The Train 
Wreck Endings.
Time: 12 to 6 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St. 
Information: www.vineonthewater-
front.com

ARHA YOUTH ART FESTIVAL 
ARHA hosts its annual youth art festi-
val on Saturday afternoon from 1 to 8 
p.m. Admission is free.
Time: 1 to 8 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave. 
Information: 703-549-7115

June 25

GADSBY’S TAVERN TOURS 
Treat your family to special “Family 
Tours” led by Junior Docents grades 
4 to 7. Tours include hands-on activity 
and the opportunity for children to 
connect with history through peer tour 
guides. Family tours begin June 25 
and end Labor Day weekend.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

June 27

CIVIL WAR KIDS MINI-CAMP 
Children ages 9 to 12 will explore 
life during the Civil War through fun 
and educational activities, such as 
drilling and marching, hands-on craft 
lessons, 19th-century games and 
learning from guest re-enactors. The 
camp runs each day from June 26 
to 28.
Time: 9 a.m.  to 1 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

June 28

CONCERT SERIES Performance 
by the Charles Bubeck Trio, featuring 
Jazz. Come enjoy a lunchtime concert 

in a beautiful amphitheater setting 
along the Waterfront. Offered in part-
nership with American Real Estate 
Partners.
Time: 12 to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza, 44 
Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592
JUNE 30 

EXHIBIT OPENING: ALEXAN-
DRIANS FIGHT THE GREAT 
WAR This exhibit explores the 
experiences of local people during 
World War I, and look at photos of 
the homes, hospitals, factories and 
shipyards of wartime Alexandria 
during that era. The exhibit includes 
rare images, archival and modern-day 
video clips, quotes from participants, 
original objects including weapons, 
period music and scale models. The 
exhibit is open until November 11. 
There is a $5 suggested donation. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washing-
ton St.
Information: 703-746-4994

July 6

LECTURE: THE BATTLE OF 
THE MEUSE Historian Dr. Mitchell 
Yockelson will tell the story of the cast 
of remarkable individuals who fought 
in the forty-seven day long Meuse-Ar-
gonne battle to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of America’s 
entrance into the Great War.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 301 S. Washing-
ton St.
Information: 703-746-4994

Summer Sale 30-50% off  
your favorite brands! FRAME, Smythe, MIH, figue,  

apiece apart, Isabel de Pedro, Alice and Olivia. Shop in-store and online! 

www.TSALTSTYLE.com  
106 N. St. Asaph Street , Old Town Alexandria

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 

 Sunday 12pm - 5pm

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

CALENDAR          FROM  | 20

SEE CALENDAR                | 23

ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  JUNE 15, 2017  21

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 
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Five Reasons Why Private 
Music Lessons Work

When it comes to extracurricular 
activities, music lessons are a great 
choice. Not only will enrolling your 
child in music lessons prepare 
them to join their school’s marching 
band or orches- tra when the time is 
right, but music lessons have been 
proven to help some students 
perform better on standardized 
tests. Wheth- er your child is 
already enrolled in a band class at 
school or not, private lessons make sense for a variety of reasons. From getting better 
at their instrument to diving into music theory, here are five reasons why private music 
lessons work.

1 Getting Better at Their Instrument
If your child is enrolled in a band or or-
chestra at school and doesn’t seem to be im-

proving at their instrument, it might be because 
they aren’t getting the personalized attention they 
deserve. Just like some students learn better in 
smaller class sizes or during one-on-one tutoring 
sessions, the same can be said for learning music. 
In order to improve at their instrument, your 
child should surround themselves with players 
who are better than them. Taking private music 
lessons is the absolute best way to accomplish 
this. Your child’s private music teacher will help 
them get better at their instrument through exer-
cises that teach particular techniques, and songs 
that use those techniques so your child under-
stands how to apply them

2 Staying Motivated 
In most cases, it’s easier for a child to stay 
motivated when they’re enrolled in private 

music lessons. This benefit is especially applica-
ble to students who have been performing for 
more than a few years and may be in a “rut”, so to 
speak. Once a child is out of the beginner stage of 
playing and learning their instrument, they may 
not know what to do next. Fortunately, private 
music instructors are knowledgeable about 
different music styles and genres, and can help 
your child decide what to pursue next. Sometimes 
all a student needs is order and routine in order 
to remain stimulated and interested in their in-
strument. At the end of the day, it’s always easier 
to find motivation when you know someone is 
holding you accountable.

3 Diving Into Music Theory
Some parents who transition their child 
from group lessons to private music lessons 

notice that their child’s new teacher spends more 
time on music theory. While this is entirely 
dependent on the teachers you choose, music the-
ory does make up a good portion of most private 
lessons. In private music lessons, your child will 
have the opportunity to learn how chords work 
together, get better at sight reading and, once they 
become more advanced at their instrument, they 
may even have the chance to compose music. 
Plus, just because your child is enrolled in private 
music lessons doesn’t mean they can’t still play 
in a group- many private studios have bands 
your child can join. If they don’t, speak with your 
child’s music teacher about any additional oppor-
tunities they may know about.

4 Minimizing Frustration
Remember how there was always that one 
kid in math class who could never solve the 

equation on the board, and the rest of the class 
had to sit around and wait until he or she could 
figure it out? Sometimes, the same thing can hap-
pen in a group lesson setting. While group music 
lessons have plenty of benefits and will definitely 
help your child improve their social skills, they 
aren’t the best idea if you want your child to make 
the most of every single second of their lesson 
time. Though frustration can make some students 
more determined, it discourages most. Every 
child deserves the opportunity to enjoy their in-
strument and not be frustrated with the learning 
process, and enrolling your child in private music 
lessons can help.

5 Setting Your Child Up for Success
At the end of the day, private music lessons 
will help set your child up for success in 

music. With a private music instructor, your child 
will learn the fundamentals of playing at a much 
quicker rate. Once that foundation is built, your 
child can keep learning, playing, and succeeding. 
Some parents enroll their child in group lessons 
for the first year or so and, once their child moves 
past the beginner level, transition them into private 
music lessons so they can take advantage of the 
specialized one-on-one attention. Plus, once your 
child is strong in instrumental skills, he or she can 
focus more on their ensemble skills and prepare 
themselves to join a band or orchestra at school.
  Regardless of why you choose private lessons, 
finding the right music instructor is key. Check 
out our guide on How to Choose a Music Teacher, 
and enroll your child in lessons at Music & Arts’ 
The Lesson Studio today! Our teachers are com-
mitted to exceptional music education and create 
customized lesson plans that are built to fit all 
levels, ages, and genres of music.

Music & Arts offers multiple  
performance opportunities year 
round, including during the summer 

months. Visit our location in Alexandria for 
our Open House Weekend July 14-16! Open 
mic night Friday, July 14th at 6PM; Saturday, July 
15th join one of our FREE Pointers-4-Players 
beginner guitar classes 11AM or 1PM and all 
weekend long FREE consultations from one 
of our professional lesson instructors and 
tours of The Lesson Studio. Call us today for 
more details!

4664 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
(703) 820-3610

This is an advertorial written for Music & 
Arts by Kathleen Bellamy. Kathleen is a 

former music educator and the  
Mid-Atlantic/Southern Regional  

Marketing Manager for Music & Arts.
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4664 King Street
703-764-1400

VISIT OUR LOCATION IN 
ALEXANDRIA!

1 4 T H  6 P M  -  F R E E  O P E N  M I C  N I G H T
 1 5 T H  -  F R E E  G U I TA R  C L A S S E S

A L L  W E E K E N D  -  F R E E  C O N S U LTAT I O N S 
R S V P  at MusicArts.com/Open House

R O C K  OU T  TH I S  SU M M E R  
A T

J U LY  1 4 T H- 1 6 T H

INSTRUMENTS | LESSONS | RENTALS | REPAIRS                MUSICARTS.COM

9 LOCATIONS IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA TO SERVE YOU!
VISIT MUSICARTS.COM/LOCATIONS TO FIND A STORE NEAR YOU!

Yellow Dot Designs
Print • Web • Video

YELLOW DOT NEWS
During April and May, 
Ellen Hamilton, Chief 
Creative at Yellow Dot 
Designs, did the lay-out
and design for the 
Alexandria Times 
newspaper.
Contact Yellow Dot 
Designs for your print, 
web and video needs.

YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM
703-328-8046   ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com

July 8

USA/ALEXANDRIA BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION Come celebrate 
the 241st birthday of the U.S. and the 
268th birthday of the City of Alexan-
dria, featuring entertainment, cannon 
salute during the 1812 Overture, food 
and beverages for sale and grand 
finale fireworks at 9:30. Come cele-
brate at the biggest party in the city.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: 703-746-5592

July 14 and 15

ALEXANDRIA COMCAST OUT-
DOOR FILM FESTIVAL Comcast 

and the City of Alexandria welcome 
you back to scenic Waterfront Park 
for the 14th Annual Comcast Outdoor 
Film Festival. Located just one block 
from King Street on the Potomac 
River, this film festival includes two 
nights of free outdoor movies on our 
four-story-high movie screen. Bring 
your low beach chair, blanket, fam-
ily and friends to this fun annual 
event and to watch family favorite 
Moana and the blockbuster Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story with the stars 
above and the Potomac River as the 
backdrop.
Time: All day event 
Location: Alexandria Waterfront 
Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 240-838-9112

July 16–23

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 

FESTIVAL Domra Association of 
America’s 39th annual convention 
will take place at the Holiday Inn 
and Suites in Old Town from July 
16 to 23. Musicians from Russia, 
Ukraine, Europe, Canada and the 
U.S. will meet for a week of re-
hearsals, performances and master 
classes in Russian folk music, 
song and dance. A July 22 Russian 
Festival Concert at Schlesinger Hall 
will conclude this event, and will 
feature a 100-piece Russian folk 
instrument orchestra, the largest 
such group in the world. Admission 
is $30 for adults, $25 for seniors, 
$20 for students and $5 for chil-
dren.
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, 3001 Beauregard St.
Information: http://www.bdaa.com/
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.
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work in photography. I often 
use the double-reverse pro-
cess taught by Gene which, 
like sculpting in clay, al-
lows the image the freedom 
to evolve," Tisara explained.  
Each piece is signed with a 
tiny silver gecko.  “Geck-
os represent transition and 
transformation, death and 
rebirth, and letting go of old 
things for new,” she added.

Currently on exhibit at 
Huntley Meadows Park’s 
Visitors Center through Aug. 
31, we see her work inspired 
by her photographs of a par-
ticular stand of trees at the 
park where she had envi-
sioned “dancers” in the twist-
ed grapevines that gird these 
trees. Some of the mosaics 
are hung alongside the pho-
tographs that inspired them. 
Tisara has been visiting the 
park and observing and pho-

tographing nature there since 
2007.

Huntley Meadows is lo-
cated at 3701 Lockheed 

Blvd., in Fairfax County. 
For Visitor Center hours, 
see fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows-park/.

PHOTO/JORDAN WRIGHT

Nature inspired mosaic at the Huntley Meadows exhibit by Nina Tisara



Part one of two

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

Materials and technolo-
gy are changing the face of 
the bathroom. And with the 
expanded options, there's a 
creative challenge for product 
and interior designers to fash-
ion rooms that can be spas, 
recharging spaces or simply 
mood elevators, with the same 
kind of inviting, even elegant, 
vibe of a five-star resort.  

This week we examine 
styles and materials, while 
next week our focus will be on 
finishes and technology.

Today, there are plenty of 
trends, covering a range of 
styles, most with a modern 

edge. And just like kitchens, 
some of the best, most innova-
tive designs are coming out of 

Europe.   
First, materials are rais-

ing the bar. Stone and stone 

looks in porcelain or quartz 
are covering walls and floors. 
But stone also is prominent 

in sink design, especially in 

HOMES ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  JUNE 15, 2017  24

This one-of-a-kind resi-
dence with two rooftop ter-
races and a walled patio is a 
rare find, boasting unique ar-
chitectural details and custom 
appointments for luxurious 
in-town living. A marble foyer 
welcomes you with a graceful 
stairway leading to the main 
level with abundant windows 
and light-filled rooms. The 
living room, with a gas fire-
place flanked by built-ins, has 

access to a beautiful rooftop 
terrace, which is perfect for 
al fresco dining. The formal 
dining room is stunning with 
a large custom Palladian win-
dow, panoramic views and 
domed ceiling. 

A gourmet eat-in kitchen 
with a granite counter and 
island makes entertaining 
easy with plenty of counter, 
cabinet space, built-ins and a 
pantry. The family room with 

wet bar features two sets of 
French doors, leading to a pri-
vate walled patio. This home 
includes an upper-level mas-
ter suite with updated en suite 
bath and a walk-in closet, as 
well as a private roof top ter-
race. A second bedroom suite 
is on the fourth level with an 
en suite bath. The third bed-
room is on the entry level, 
along with a full bath with 
steam shower and sauna.

Unique signature home in Fords Landing 
designed by renowned architect Arthur 
Cotton Moore

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

Location: 700 South Union St., Alexandria
Neighborhood: Old Town/Fords Landing
Bedrooms: 3     
Bathrooms: 3.5
Parking:  Attached 1 car garage

Interior: 3,024 square feet finished
Price:  $1,699,000
Contact:  Christine Garner, Weichert, 
Old Town, (703) 587-4855, 
www.ChristineGarner.com

AT A GLANCE

This unique home is 
just steps from the riv-
erfront and includes 
three fabulous outdoor 
spaces for entertaining 
and relaxing plus an el-
egant living room with 
gas fireplace.
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COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

Bathroom trends that rock: Curves and stone

PHOTOS/ANTONIOLUPI

LEFT: Stone Forest always has celebrated the grain and patterns of some stone, like Cumulo granite in this Papillon tub, long before it 
was trending. The tub measures 66 inches wide, 44 inches deep and 26 inches tall. CENTER, RIGHT: This chiseled marble pedestal sink 
called Controverso, designed by Paolo Ulian for Antoniolupi, with its jagged-edge, layered and tapering front, is a real showstopper. The 
sides and top back of the bowl are scored, to create a ribbed effect. The drain is crafted from the same material.

PHOTO/ STONE FOREST



integrated models. Those all-
in-one looks, also specified in 
quartz, concrete and solid-sur-
face materials, resemble long 
kitchen troughs that are seam-
less, crisp and modern. There 
also are cantilevered versions 
that place surfaces on different 
levels, some even mixing me-
dia like wood or colored lam-
inates.

Then, too, some manufac-
turers such as Italy's Antonio-
lupi have pushed the envelope 
with standout forms like Con-
troverso, a marble block sink 
that seems to peel off layers, 
feeling ancient and contem-
porary at the same time. One 
part of the pedestal is linear, 
scored by a milling machine, 
while the front is rounded and 
irregular, layered with uneven 
edges, as if they have been torn 
away.

A more streamlined version 
of the pedestal is referred to as 
a totem basin or pillar, such 
as those by Artisan Ceramic. 
They're crafted from a single 
ceramic mold that prevents 
seams from forming, and their 
elongated tapering shapes cre-
ate a minimal and elegant aes-
thetic.  

Curves, of course, also 
break up linear spaces. Ves-
sels disrupt the plane of a 
counter. Some of the newest 
vessel sinks sit on pedestals 
instead of conventional vanity 
cabinets. Piero Lissoni used 
Emperador black marble (also 

available in pink or jade onyx) 
to form a rectangular plinth, 
into which is nestled a brushed 
brass washbasin for dramatic 
effect.  

A few years back, man-
ufacturer Stone Forest paid 
homage to a memorable era 
with its “Industrial Pedestal,” 
incorporating imagery from 
the factory floor and utilizing 
cast-iron legs. Now drawing 
on the utilitarian forms, a cast-
iron leg with fine-tuning gears 
supports a handcrafted basin 
in stone or metal for washing 
the hands and face.   

The shapeliest of shapes, of 
course, have come in bathtub 
design. Architectural or sculp-
tural, angular or curvy, asym-
metrical or not, many of the 
designs are freestanding. They 
are a graceful centerpiece for 
a bath — when there is space. 
And for floor plans that may 
not accommodate that much 
real estate, manufacturers have 
played with shape in front, cre-
ating an illusion, at least, of 
an untethered tub that can be 
tucked against a wall.

Meanwhile, vanities have 
lightened up. Washbasins are 
getting legs. Plus, floating van-
ities are gaining traction. It's 
most definitely a visual boost 
for smaller spaces, where con-
ventional cabinets seem heavy 
and, in some cases, problemat-
ic when they're squished into 
small areas that don't allow 
much room for maintenance.

But with the slimming 
down, shortening or downsizing 

of vanities, storage is not being 
sacrificed. In fact, it's no lon-
ger an afterthought, with some 
manufacturers thoughtfully in-
tegrating it into drawers, some-
times with built-in electrical 

outlets and practical dividers for 
all of your toiletries.

The variety of shapes and 
styles in bathroom fixtures 
continues to expand, as home-
owners strive to create a bath-

room that is an experience in 
and of itself. Next week, we 
will see how finishes and tech-
nology can complete the pack-
age.

To Be Continued...
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“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

For Sale - 1115 Key Drive - $999 ,000 

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

For Sale - 712 Arch Hall Lane - $939 ,000 

Coming Soon - 4020 Fort Worth Reduced - 2728 Fort Drive - $419 ,000

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

07.27.17

40 under 40 is a region-wide awards program, 
with the aim of recognizing emerging leaders 
less than 40 years of age. 

6:30-9:00 PM

UNITED WAY WORLDWIDE

REGISTER NOW!
www.alexchamber.com 

PRESENTED BY

After Party at Blackwall Hitch

701 North Fairfax Street, AlexandriaPHOTO/KOHLER

Kohler’s sculptural Veil is a new freestanding tub that shows con-
temporary styling with flowing and balanced curves.



26 |JUNE 15, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our View
Let’s mobilize philan-
thropic Alexandria to 
fight the opioid crisis

Alexandria is a city with a long philanthropic track record of respond-
ing generously, and swiftly, to need. Numerous local nonprofits support 
at-risk children, shut-in seniors and our immigrant community, among 
many others.

It appears that philanthropic support is needed in another area: to help 
people addicted to opioids receive treatment.

This week’s installment in our ongoing series on how the opioid epi-
demic affects Alexandria reveals that funding and staffing shortages have 
limited public treatment options in our city just as need for those services 
has peaked.

The good news is that in Alexandria we have one of the four publicly 
provided opioid treatment programs in Virginia. Our police and medical 
first responders give out cards with information on how to seek treatment 
when they respond to drug-related emergency calls.

This means low-income residents here have a chance at beating ad-
diction by accessing services that in large swaths of the commonwealth 
are only available to those with means to utilize private treatment centers.

The bad news is that for much of the past two years, demand for addic-
tion help has out-paced our city-run program’s ability to provide treatment. 

In many ways, our local government has been proactive in dealing 
with this crisis. Two years ago, as the current surge in nationwide opioid 
addiction was becoming apparent, a city task force was formed to deal 
with the emerging crisis.

Comprised of first responders and various health and human services 
leaders and led by Liz Wixson, director of the city’s clinical and emergen-
cy services, this group has attempted to meet the opioid crisis head-on. 
Education, outreach and treatment, as well as a re-examination of first 
responder policies, have all been areas for action.

In addition, after years with a stagnant budget of just under $1 million 
per year, the city’s opioid treatment program has seen its budget increase 
by more than $300,000 this year. And according to Jennifer Cohen-Corde-
ro, a city communications officer who spoke on behalf of the city’s Office 
of Management & Budget in this week’s “Opioids in Alexandria” story 
beginning on Page 1, the city has some internal flexibility to move funds 
where needed.

But funding and staffing have simply not been consistently sufficient. 
New patients admitted into Alexandria’s treatment program fell from 67 
in 2015 to only 25 last year due to staffing shortages.

The number of new patients admitted is rebounding to a projected 58 
in 2017 as staffing issues of the past two years have been addressed. How-
ever, the city government alone is going to continue to struggle to deal 
with the ongoing surge in opioid usage. 

That’s where philanthropic Alexandria should come in.
Our nonprofit community on numerous occasions has shown itself up 

to the task of meeting a critical need. In the 1980s, Carpenter’s Shelter and 
Community Lodgings were formed to deal with an epidemic of homeless-
ness in Alexandria. Since then, preschools for at-risk children and organi-
zations helping immigrants were created in response to need.

A similar mobilization of resources is required now to combat the opi-
oid crisis. Let’s help city residents get the treatment they need. The cost 
in lives and broken families is too great for anything less than another 
community-wide response.

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
As property and small 

business owners, we are 
against the business im-
provement tax district, and 
new bureaucracy, as pro-
posed for Old Town.  The 
overriding reason is, of 
course, the tax.

Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son certainly made a big 
point about “dedicated 
funding” at the city coun-
cil work session on June 
6. And yes, we know the 
funds would go to and 
be controlled by the BID 
board.  

Therein lies the prob-
lem.  

The BID geographical 
area and property size dif-
ferential is too diverse and 
too great to make for an 
equitable use of tax money. 
Just look at the structure of 
the proposed board.  It is 
heavily weighted in favor 

of larger property owners 
and businesses. The deci-
sions, by definition, would 
likely be unfair.

One of the facilitators 
from the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Part-
nership told us it has to be 
that way because larger 
entities would be putting 
in more money. How true. 
And that is the very reason 
they will have the power to 
control decisions. 

For example, the 
Georgetown BID is giving 
a considerable amount of 
money to the C&O Canal 
renovation. Would the Al-
exandria BID controllers 
choose to give a bunch of 
money toward waterfront 
problems? We believe a 
BID would not bond the 
business community to-
gether, but it could split it 
apart.  

The majority of small 

businesses and small prop-
erty owners along Wash-
ington Street, Duke Street, 
side streets, and even King 
Street, are very skeptical 
— as well they should be.  
Some, especially lessees, 
don’t even know anything 
about the proposal.  Small 
property owners and small 
businesses outside the wa-
terfront/King Street axis 
don’t want the BID and feel 
they are being taken along 
for the ride.

The diverse geograph-
ical area of the proposed 
BID district is a type of 
gerrymandering (drawing 
boundaries just to get a 
certain result i.e., capture 
more tax money).  We hope 
the city council will not 
vote in the ordinance, as 
the district is ill conceived.

-Robert and 
Amanda Lasker,

Alexandria

Proposed BID would pit businesses 
against one another
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A good friend once told me 
there are two types of people: 
those who are disabled and 
those who are temporarily able 
bodied. What my friend was 
trying to say is that with age we 
will all eventually become dis-
abled as part of nature’s course. 
How we care for 
those with disabilities 
is one way we can 
show our humanity to 
each other.

According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, 
in 2010 there were 
approximately 57 
million people in the 
United States with a disability. 
By definition, a person with 
a disability has a physical or 
mental impairment that affects 
one or more major life activi-
ties, such as walking, bathing, 
dressing, eating, preparing 
meals, going outside the home 
or doing housework. In 2014, 
The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention conducted a 
disability and functioning sur-
vey which showed 61 percent of 
adults ages 65 and older had at 
least one basic actions difficulty 
or complex activity limitation.

Disabilities advocate Rob-
ert M. Hensel said, “There is 
no greater disability in society, 
than the inability to see a per-
son as more.” Not being able to 
see a person as more is part of 
our not too distant past. A past 
where a person with a disability 
could expect to live a secluded 
life with few social encounters 
and limited employment oppor-
tunities. 

Almost 27 years ago, soci-
ety finally acted to make life 
better for those with disabilities 
by passing into law the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act, 
which prohibits discrimination 
against people with disabilities 
in employment, transportation, 
public accommodations, com-
mercial facilities, telecommu-

nications and state and local 
government services.

Like everyone else, aging 
adults desire to live active mo-
bile lives and go where they 
want to when they want to. In 
order to make this happen, the 
transportation section of the 

Americans with Dis-
ability Act created 
ADA complementary 
paratransit. 

The National 
Aging and Disabil-
ity Transportation 
Center defines com-
plementary paratran-
sit as a part of the 

ADA.  Public transit agencies 
that provide fixed-route service 
are required to provide com-
plementary paratransit service 
to people who cannot use the 
fixed-route bus or rail service 
because of a disability. The 
ADA regulations specifically 
define this service as a civil 
right for those who qualify. The 
regulations also define min-
imum service characteristics 
that must be met for this service 
to be considered equivalent to 
the fixed-route service it is in-
tended to complement.

Alexandria has its own 
paratransit service called DOT 
for residents and visitors who 
cannot use regular transit bus-
es or rail due to their disability. 
DOT transports clients seven 
days per week throughout Al-
exandria, Fairfax County, Ar-
lington County, Falls Church 
and the city of Fairfax. Trips 
must be scheduled at least one 
day in advance and there is a 
client fare of $3 or $5 per trip. 
In 2016, Alexandria provided 
approximately 58,000 paratran-
sit trips. For more information, 
contact the Paratransit Coordi-
nator at 703-746-4079.

Robert Fulk is a transit special-
ist with Alexandria city govern-
ment.

See a person as more

Robert Fulk

Senior Corner 
by Robert Fulk

To the editor:
I’ve been reading the let-

ters in papers and on social 
media from fellow residents 
concerned about the recent 
property tax rate increase, 
which, when combined with 
fee increases, approaches 
9 percent.  I feel that we 
should speak up rather than 
just sit idly by as our elected 
council imposes what many 
agree to be an ill-timed, 
ill-advised action that comes 
at a time when the economy 
is still fragile with many 
people still unemployed and 
trying to build up their re-
serves.

I was surprised that this 
move was made unanimous-
ly, save for Mayor Allison 
Silberberg. Since then, I 
have spoken to many peo-
ple, from millennials and 
unemployed baby boomers 
to retirees, to try to gauge 
their opinions. All of us are 
trying to get a leg up in what 
is already a very expensive 
city when considering rent, 
utilities, food, fuel, educa-
tion, insurance and so forth.

Several of the retirees 
lamented their displeasure at 
the increase and wondered 
how much longer they would 
be able to stay here, sadly 
suggesting they might have to 
move to a lower-priced locale. 
Likewise, some of the young 
adults and families also de-
cried the increase and stated 
they’re finding it difficult 
if not impossible to afford a 
place to buy in this city. 

Finally, my unemployed 
baby boomer friends who 
have not had steady work 
in years are worried that 
they too may have to leave. 
It seems that we are steadi-
ly becoming a city with the 
wealthy at the top, a shrink-
ing middle class and a low-

er class being squeezed out. 
Without a hefty income, who 
can afford to live, much less 
buy, in such an area?  

I pose several questions 
to the entire council: 

n Is this the kind of city 
we want in the future, a 
city stratified and cater-
ing to high-income types? 
I fear that those very peo-
ple who may have support-
ed the council are the ones 
who will suffer the most 
— the service workers and 
blue-collar workers who 
really power this city.  We 
stand to lose the diversity 
that makes this city so in-
teresting and vibrant today, 
much like what is happening 
in some big cities in Califor-
nia where people cannot af-
ford to live in the city where 
they work. 

n Did the council consid-
er the impact to those who 
are usually unable or unwill-
ing to voice their displea-
sure? They are the ones who 
will be driven out, further 
south and west, making their 
lives harder as they have to 
commute further and longer 
to be able to afford to live.  

n Finally, what about the 
unforeseen consequences to 
the business sector?

Certainly we all under-
stand that it costs to live in 
a modern city with all the 
concomitant amenities and 
we are willing to ante up, 
but at the cost of alienating 
an entire class of people who 
can little afford it just does 
not make sense. I wonder 
how deeply this was consid-
ered?

However, this is not the 
end of the difficulty, for 
those who are taxed further 
will find it harder to come 
up with disposable income 
to spend at businesses in the 

city, causing more hardship 
for our already beleaguered 
business sector. Every time 
I ride my bike up and down 
King Street I see shuttered 
businesses, and this I fear 
will increase.   Are we also 
going to drive more busi-
nesses out of the city and 
lose another engine for 
growth with higher taxes 
and rents?  

Several of those I spoke 
with also were uncertain 
about what the discretionary 
holding fund was and how it 
would be used. Would it be 
used at the whim of the coun-
cil to fund future improve-
ments and needs? Would the 
populace be advised as to its 
use? What about the outside 
consultants being brought in 
to study this fund? 

I also believe that the 
council did an incredibly 
poor job of justifying such a 
large tax increase in light of 
some of the expensive line 
items that may or may not be 
of value to us. It seems the 
only time we hear from the 
council is during election 
cycle when we are literally 
swamped with pesky cam-
paign f lyers on a daily ba-
sis. Perhaps the city should 
try like most families do 
and balance our budgets and 
work within the confines of 
available funds as a fiscally 
responsible city and make 
hard decisions about what is 
necessary and what can be 
deferred. 

The council would do 
well to listen to the many 
concerned voices of its res-
idents, as it seems that they 
are out of touch with many 
of us. I fear this may have 
repercussions into the fu-
ture.  

– Rudolf M. Rojas,
Alexandria

Unintended consequences 
of the recent property tax 
increase
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To the editor:
Thank you for the article on June 

1, “More hotel projects in Old Town 
pipeline” discussing more boutique 
hotels in the pipeline. It is very in-
teresting that the city did not send a 
letter regarding the project at 115 S. 
Union St. to neighbors (my property 
backyard abuts this building). The 
city did, however, ensure that we re-
ceived a letter, a copy of blueprints 
and they posted very visible signs for 
a house renovation at the top of the 
100 block of Prince Street. 

After reading your article, I went 
to look for the signs to notify resi-
dents about the hotel project and I 
found two signs posted on the prop-
erty, both with very limited views 
unless you are using a dumpster in 
the side alleys of the proposed proj-
ect. The front of the property with 
plenty of visible space has no sign 
of notification. It makes one wonder: 
Was this an oversight by the city or 
an attempt to not have opposition to 
a bad idea? 

I oppose this project and have 
collected 56 signatures of neighbors 
on Prince and Lee streets that also 
oppose the space being turned into 
a hotel. Every person I was able to 
reach signed the petition. The pro-
posal submitted by CMB-GME LLC 
is an insult to the city and the resi-
dents of Old Town and maybe that is 
why the city has not made this project 
overly public. When you review the 
application, the applicant’s responses 
highlight the lack of interest in full 
disclosure or in-depth studies to the 
residents. 

For instance, they described the 
anticipated noise levels as “typical 
for hotel uses.” What does this mean? 
They plan to build a public patio 
overlooking our backyards eliminat-
ing all privacy and providing noise 
directly into our homes and greatly 
reducing our quality of life. 

They also say this project will 
generate “typical amounts of trash.” I 
did a little research and, according to 
guidelines from the EPA, Food Waste 
Reduction Alliance, Northeast Waste 
Management Officials Association 
& Wastecare Corporation the “typi-
cal amount of trash” for this project 
will equal 3,955 pounds per week. 

This equates to 18 dumpsters of trash 
a week (225lbs=2 cubic yards, which 
is a typical dumpster) and the appli-
cation from CMB-GME LLC says 
they plan to pick it up once a week.  I 
am uncertain how 18 dumpsters will 
fit into the alley.

They also claim that street access 
to the property is adequate.  This is 
not true. The project will require 18 
new dumpsters to be in place, there 
will need to be the delivery/removal 
of linens, food, beverages, etc. All of 
this is before we even incorporate the 
guest traffic. 

As for parking, they claim that 
no impact is expected. This is not re-
motely a correct answer.  In 1987, the 
city gave 115 S. Union St. a variance 
on parking to reduce 20 spaces and 
now a second variance is being rec-
ommended to reduce the parking by 
13 spaces.  According to the propos-
al, the hotel will have an average of 
80 guests, 25 staff and a restaurant for 
135 people. How can this not impact 
residents and parking?  We are seeing 
the parking impact of Hotel Indigo 
and it has just opened -- and the city 
has not even finished the waterfront 
development.    

Another interesting fact in your 
article was Alexandria’s hotel oc-
cupancy rate of 71.1 percent. That 
means there are 627 empty rooms 
on average and yet the city is looking 
to create even more empty rooms.  
I did take a look out of interest and 
Arlington has an occupancy rate of 
80 percent according to the Arling-
ton Economic Development office 
and according to Bisnow’s website 
D.C. has the same rate at almost 80 
percent.  

While the facts highlight what a 
bad decision the city is attempting to 
make with this project, the true dam-
age and loss is to the Old Town eco-
system.  You quoted Patricia Wash-
ington, CEO of Visit Alexandria in 
your article as saying, “Old Town is 
the gateway to the entire city.  A lot 
of times when people think Alexan-
dria they think of Old Town”.  She is 
correct when people say Alexandria 
the first thoughts are of Old Town 
and for many they imagine the cob-

My View | By Denise Dunbar

Dear Josey:
On Sunday, you and your friends from 

school visited the Brandenburg Gate in Ber-
lin, Germany on your post-graduation trip. 
You had also traveled to two Eastern Euro-
pean countries, where you toured and walked 
through the cities, going where you pleased 
and talking with whomever you wished.

It was pure coincidence, but 
your trip to Brandenburg came 
one day before the 30th anniver-
sary of former President Ronald 
Reagan’s famous speech there 
about freedom. I know you stud-
ied the Cold War in school, but 
President Reagan’s words from 
June 12, 1987 bear repeating:

“General Secretary Gor-
bachev, if you seek peace, if you 
seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and East-
ern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come 
here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this 
gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

I know that seems like ancient history 
to you, given that it took place more than 10 
years before you were born. And yet, the free-
dom that you and your friends enjoyed on this 
trip did not exist when Reagan spoke those 
words 30 years ago. 

Back then, Germany wasn’t one country, 
but two. West Germany was free, with a dem-
ocratically elected government, but East Ger-
many was a communist dictatorship.  East 
Germany, like the rest of Eastern Europe, was 
ultimately controlled by the Soviet Union.

The Berlin Wall separated Western 
Berlin from the East. The Brandenburg 
Gate, as you probably learned on your visit 
there, is historic in its own right, built in 
the 1700s. At the time of Reagan’s speech 
though, it was one of eight points where 
people could cross from East to West Ber-
lin – though not many were given permis-
sion to leave the East. It’s hard to compre-
hend now, but people were actually shot 
if they attempted to cross the bridges or 
climb the wall without permission. 

It’s unlikely 30 years ago you would have 
received permission to travel to Eastern Eu-
rope at all. If you had been able to go, it would 
have been as part of a tightly controlled tour 
and most locals would have been afraid to talk 
to you for fear of getting in trouble with their 
government.

All of that seems almost surreal now, as 
you visit and move freely in these beautiful 
countries. But 30 years ago, the outcome of 
the Cold War was very much in doubt. 

You know I used to work for the Central 
Intelligence Agency. Well, in 1987 I was 
a young analyst – only a few years older 
than you are now – working on the Soviet 

Union. Absolutely no one that I 
worked with thought the Berlin 
Wall was going to come down 
or the Soviet Union was going 
to collapse anytime soon. In 
fact, suggesting those things 
would have been met with 
laughter and scorn.

President Reagan’s own ad-
visers urged him not to include 
those words in his speech that 

day. They said the statement was too provoca-
tive and likely to antagonize Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev.

But Reagan understood that the people 
of Eastern Europe and East Germany – in-
cluding a then-unknown 31-year-old physical 
chemistry researcher named Angela Merkel 
– longed for freedom. And they needed to 
know that the president of the United States 
stood with them.

So he uttered those famous words. Just 
over two years later, the Berlin Wall was torn 
down. Within three-and-a-half years, East 
and West Germany were reunified into one 
country. In a little over four years, the Soviet 
Union itself ceased to exist. What had seemed 
permanent and inevitable crumbled quickly 
once the people in Eastern Europe sensed 
freedom was possible.

Of course, Reagan’s words alone did not 
cause all of that. The Soviet empire collapsed 
from a series of complex, interconnected 
factors. But his words fanned a flame from 
sparks that were just emerging.

As you journey home, I hope you will 
think about your visit to the Brandenburg 
Gate, and that you will take away these two 
things: First, never forget that all people want 
to be free, and second, never underestimate 
the power of bravely speaking words of moral 
clarity.

Love, Mom

The writer is editor and co-publisher of the 
Alexandria Times.

Denise Dunbar

The Brandenburg Gate speech 
resonates 30 years later

Deluge of hotels endangering 
Old Town’s appeal

SEE HENSLEY                   | 29
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blestones of Prince Street. 
Should the city allow 115 S. 

Union St. to move forward as 
planned, it continues a slippery 
slope we have already engaged 

in of destroying the very reason 
the tourist dollars come to our 
great city – our charm and his-
tory.  How much longer will the 
residents of Prince Street and 
other historic streets continue to 
uphold their part of the ecosystem 

by investing resources to maintain 
immaculate homes when they are 
being squeezed out and seen as 
a burden to corporate hotels and 
chain restaurants?

City leaders need to stop, 
breathe and realize the race to 

“modernize” our city may pro-
vide a short-term gain but in the 
long run destroy the very nature 
and ecosystem that makes our 
city great.  

– Brandon Hensley,
Alexandria

HENSLEY             FROM  | 28

Part three of three
After years of missed dead-

lines and false starts, by 1950 the 
restoration of the Ramsay House 
at King and North Fairfax Streets 
was finally deemed impossible 
by architect Milton L. Grigg. The 
disastrous fire of 1942, coupled 
with years of weather infiltration, 
repeated vandalism and even 
Grigg’s own destructive investi-
gation of the structure had all but 
obliterated the original building 
fabric of the 18th century dwell-
ing, requiring even the founda-
tion to be replaced.  

But with a small treasury of 
$9,000 collected after eight years 
of fundraising by a collaborative 
partnership between the Alexan-
dria Historical Society and the 
Alexandria Association, the city’s 
fledgling Board of Architectural 
Review for the Old and Historic 
Alexandria District finally ap-
proved Grigg’s design drawings 
for the building’s reconstruction 
by December 1950.

One serious matter of con-
cern was the location of the main 
entryway of the building, which 
Grigg insisted was originally ac-
cessed from a courtyard on the 
east side of the structure. While 
BAR members were skeptical, 
they deferred to Grigg’s expertise 
as a restoration architect at Colo-
nial Williamsburg.   

In January 1951, demolition 
and reconstruction activities be-
gan, and within months the exte-
rior of the reconstructed building 
was complete. Still, the interior 
remained 
v a c a n t 
while city 
leaders and 
preserva-
t i o n i s t s 
continued 
to debate 
the final 
uses of the 
build ing, 
envisioned almost a decade earli-
er as a tourist center. 

One of the negative aspects of 
that use, made abundantly clear 
over the years of fundraising, 
was the deteriorating condition 
of Alexandria’s downtown area 
then marked by an exodus of 
commercial enterprises to outly-
ing suburbs. Many residents felt 
that an investment to preserve the 
Ramsay House was far too ques-
tionable to support tourism.   

Even as reconstruction was 
underway, there were still calls to 
raze the building for parking and 
the expansion of city offices. Pro-
posals were put forth suggesting 
the structure be used instead for 
a new police headquarters, a cer-
emonial office for the Alexandria 
mayor, or divided up between 

local community organizations, 
with each room interior funded 
separately. 

Then in 1953, the state and 
federal governments announced 

a new ex-
pressway 
was to be 
built along 
the Fair-
fax Street 
r ig h t- of-
way to con-
nect with a 
p l a n n e d 
Jones Point 

bridge to Maryland, requiring the 
demolition of the newly recon-
structed structure. City leaders 
were shocked and, once again, 
years passed while that issue was 
sorted out. Though the exterior 
was quite presentable as a his-
torical landmark at the time, the 
building sat vacant and unused.  

Ultimately the road proj-
ect was abandoned and in 1956 
the city ponied up the remain-
ing funds needed to complete 
the interior. Once complete, the 
structure served a variety of com-
peting uses until 1973, when it 
was finally designated as Alex-
andria’s official Visitor Center, 
nearly 30 years after that idea was 
first floated as the reason for city 
acquisition.

While the Ramsay House 

may well be the first historic 
preservation project directly sup-
ported by city government, histo-
rians still debate the architectural 
integrity of the reconstruction 
design, materials used and yes, 
even Milton Grigg’s claim that 
the doorway was on the eastern 
side of the building.  

Clearly, the building as recon-
structed more accurately repre-
sented those buildings restored 
at Colonial Williamsburg than 
anything ever built in the Port 
City. But the decades-long public 
conversation about preserving 
the Ramsay House served as a 
major policy turning point in Al-
exandria.  

Ultimately a policy emerged 
that was something in between 
the industrialization and unbri-
dled expansion in the post-war 
years and the pure preservation 
effort in Colonial Williamsburg. 
Alexandria’s “middle way” em-
phasized preservation and tour-
ism over industrialization. But at 
the same time, moderate revital-
ization was favored over total his-
toric restoration. Within a decade, 
Alexandria would further pursue 
this new concept by embracing 
urban renewal based on historical 
associations.

Out of the attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What’s your favorite Del Ray event?
29% Art on the Avenue 11% First Thursdays
9% Taste of Del Ray  6% Tree-Lighting
31% Halloween Parade  14% Turkey Trot

This Week 
Who should contribute most to opioid 
treatment in Alexandria?
A. City government  D. Program users 
B. State government E. Nonprofits and
C. Federal government      philanthropies

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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Weekly Words

58 Deals with great stress
60 Turns whitish
62 Emcee’s prologue
63 Every one features many birthdays
64 Hightailed it
65 Accumulated, as a bar bill
66 Blazing
67 Small container for liquids
68 Sierra ___  (African country)
69 Some fall months, briefly
71 Eagle home
72 Deprive of weaponry
75 Manufacturer’s assurance
77 Morning alarm clock results
79 It has many keys
80 Some casualwear
81 Aircraft carrier, for one
82 Village of yore
84 Pleasant cooking smells

86 It provides shade in the outfield
87 Some bedding
89 Place to place a stethoscope
90 Shower of shows
91 U.S. workplace safety-regulating 

org.
92 Something to shake hands about
93 Gaelic language
94 Russian ruler of old
95 Another English river
96 Great Lake name
97 Mountain of Italy
98 Some bread loaves
100 Gambler’s last resort
102 Love of Lennon

ER TRIPPING By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1  Some snakes you shouldn’t handle
5 Type of boom from a jet
10 Button for three zeros?
15 Wingtip-to-wingtip stat
19 Italian carmaker, that’s an order
20 Place for hoop making
21 ESP word
22 Small glen
23 What registration leads to
25 Anheuser-Busch or Coors, famous-

ly
27 Anyplace at all
28 Drink rudely
30 Calmed in a deceptive manner
31 Declare to be true
32 Magnificent meal fit for a king
33 Overnighted
34 Couldn’t resist gravity
37 Word from a waffler
38 Readies for market, as a calf
41 Fisherman’s catch basket
42 Walk, as across a creek
43 Sudden outbursts of cheers
45 It’s midway between epsilon and 

iota
47 Hangs out to dry
48 Red for beef, white for fish
49 Part of many roller coasters
50 High-fiber cereal
51 Scratch, as a counter
52 Supplier of hot showers
56 Lifeboat hoister
57 Reporters of tomorrow’s news?
59 Cuzco founders
60 Riddles that cause head-scratch-

ing
61 Good thing to eat with
62 Prefix with state or act

63 Like a wild-eyed, energetic person
64 Iced coffee drink
66 Infuriate
67 High-ranking military officers
70 What bowlers are assigned to
71 Provider of surplus thrust
73 Born, in Paris
74 Some linemen
75 Low dam across a stream
76 Brownie ingredients, sometimes
77 On the highest point of
78 Expected in
79 Repeat without thinking
81 Launder
82 English river
83 Type of dog for a pioneer?
85 Stop hearts with fright
87 Ocean liners?
88 Far from plentiful
89 Be a great sweet-talker
90 The you of art?
91 Title words with “Grecian Urn”
94 Common snack items
95 Supervisor or taskmaster
99 Pastor on Sunday morning
101 Kid ‘n Play threw one
103 Everyone-story link
104 Diner sandwich option
105 Close-up map, often
106 Part of a script
107 Common drinks for Brits
108 Portable Mongol tents
109 True-blue or hot-shot people?
110 “Open” waters?

DOWN
1 Not too many
2 Hyperbolic sine
3 Trim fruit skin

4 Warehouses, bins and other 
depositories

5 Applied a soothing ointment to
6 Abalone found near the Channel 

Islands
7 “... and ___ the twain shall meet”
8 Rural version of a hotel
9 Colorful marble
10 Some puzzles based on pictures
11 Use up, as energy
12 1/12 of the AA recovery program
13 Commit a blunder
14 Dinner surface
15 Far from chubby
16 Wheel-ratchet engager
17 Seaman’s direction
18 Overly bookish type
24 Like a properly maintained infield
26 Litters’ littlest
29 Experimental place
32 Volume control, in broadcasting
33 Enjoy to the last drop
34 Mischievous rascal
35 Some vocal numbers, in operas
36 Divide voters to one’s advantage
37 Trusses for horses or lions
38 Floating Arctic ice formations
39 Headquarters of a major operation
40 Part of a case?
42 Halloween broom-rider
44 Where figurative knots are tied
46 Insects traveling in columns
48 Ralph of “The Waltons”
50 Bowl-shaped vessel
52 Knocks out in the ring, slangily
53 Gate squeaker
54 Walk inside
55 Harsh in taste
56 Fund contributor

JEFF A. BRASWELL (89), formerly of Alexandria, June 5, 
2017
ANDREW P. CHAMBERS (85), of Alexandria, June 3, 2017
LEO R. CROISETIERE JR. (62), formerly of Alexandria, 
June 9, 2017
THOMAS J. DUTY IV (45), of Alexandria, June 1, 2017
CARL W. HASLE (83), formerly of Alexandria, June 9, 
2017
REBECCA B. LYNCH (97), of Alexandria, June 3, 2017
RALPH W. MILLS (90), formerly of Alexandria, June 10, 
2017
THEODORE “TEDDY” SLOPER (81), of Alexandria, May 30, 
2017

Death Notices

OBITUARY
Robert L. Courtney

Robert L. Courtney, age 79, 
formerly of Louisa, Virginia, 
passed away on May 22, 2017, 

in Alexandria, Virginia. Ser-
vices will be held at a later date 
in Alexandria, Virginia.
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Classifieds
MASONRY

Valley Paving and 
Masonry
Brick and Stone Installation and 
Repair. 
Walkways ~ Steps ~ Patios
Retaining Walls ~ Driveways
Waterproofing
Bluestone ~ Gravel
Call today for free estimate!
571-707-9532
www.valleypavingandmasonry.com

PEST CONTROL 
KILL ROACHES-
GUARANTEED!  Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, Effective, 
Long Lasting. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

AUCTIONS
Annual Spring Auction Saturday, 
June 17 - 10 a.m. 4500 Old 
Buckingham Road, Powhatan, Va. 
23139 Estate Furniture - Antiques 
- Primitives - Early 16 Pane Walnut 
Corner Cupboard - Stoneware 
- Country Accessories www.
tilmansauction.com for information, 
VAL #348
 
***Complete Business 
Liquidation Auction**** 
CLC Auto Machine and 
Parts Shop 712 12th 
Street Lynchburg, Va. 
24504 Bid Now! Preview 
June 16th & 17th 9AM-
3PM Bidding closing 
June 19th, 7PM; Removal 
June 22nd-24th 9AM-3PM 
www.GrindstaffAuctions.
com VAAF 612 (804) 730-
0756

EBIDLOCAL.com ONLINE AUCTION: 
Jewelry, Diamonds, Gold, Silver, 
Watches, Coins, Currency, More.  
Virginia Treasury Department 
Unclaimed Property PREVIEW: 
TUESDAY 6/20, 9am-5pm, Selling 
“As-Is, Where-Is”, No Warranty, 
vaf#777, 804-358-0500, www.
EBIDLOCAL.com 

FARM EQUIPMENT 
Our Sportsmen will Pay Top $$$ 
to hunt your land.  Call for a FREE 
Base Camp Leasing info packet 
& Quote.  1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com 

HELP WANTED/
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 
800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

LOTS & ACREAGE
TROUBLESOME CREEK 
– 5 acres of open meadow with 
scattered trees.  Long creek 
frontage. Just minutes from 
Lynchburg and Liberty University.  
$74,900 - I will finance. 540-294-
3826

LAKE ACCESS – 2 ACRES.  
Quiet community - central Virginia.  
Enjoy tennis, fishing, boating.  We 
can build your home and finance for 
you – no banks. 434-534-1681

ACRE FOR TINY HOME or 
mobile home south of Roanoke.  
Open in front, woods in back.  
$29,900 - I’ll finance – nothing 
down - no credit check.  540-294-
3826

SERVICES/HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

SIDING YOUR HOME FOR 
JUST $3295 Price includes 
Siding labor and exterior trim wrap 
up to 1000sqft REPLACE-
MENT WINDOWS $199  
INSTALLED minimum 3 804-
986-5649

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 
+ $86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español.

SWIMMING POOLS
HOMEOWNERS WANTED!  
Kayak Pools looking for Demo 
Homesites to display new 
maintenance free Kayak Pools.  
Save thousands of $$.  Unique 
opportunity! 100% financing 
available. 1-888-788-5464 4

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information about this 
application or to comment, visit 
the City’s website at wwww.
alexandriava.gov/planning or 
call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2017-0063
1503 King Street – Proposed 
Business: Restaurant 

Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate 
a restaurant establishment and 
outdoor dining; zoned KR/King 
Street Urban Retail Zone.
APPLICANT: Deborah Hoppe & 
Thomas Lee
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims– 
Madeleine.Sims@alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  
If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than July 6, 2017.

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, June 28, 2017 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00181
Request for partial demolition & 
capsulation at 631 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: ChangKi Hong and 
Daniel Chong

CASE BAR #2017-00182
Request for alterations at 631 
North Alfred Street.
Applicants: ChangKi Hong and 
Daniel Chong

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets

1) Model # 101 Carolina $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 303 Little Rock   $38,525…BALANCE OWED $15,000
3) Model # 403 Augusta $42,450…BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 

Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! BBB

A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING  FINAL RELEASE
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

The Alexandria Times is your 

hometown newspaper.

To place an advertisement, 

call Jane Hughes at  703-

739-0001 and ask for sales.
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474
marhule@McEnearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

REAL ESTATE

828 N. Columbus Street 
Alexandria

Offered at $1,095,000

830 N. Columbus Street 
Alexandria

Sold for $940,000

SOLD

208 Adams Avenue 
Alexandria

Sold for $656,000

SOLD

610 N West Street #208
Alexandria

UNDER 

CONTRACT

Exterior (General)

SOLD

1218 Decatur Street 
Washington, DC

Sold for $1,250,000
Represented the Buyer

UNDER 

CONTRACT

13924 Ridgelea Avenue 
Culpeper

Offered at $379,000

SOLD

1420 Dogwood Drive 
Alexandria

Sold for $442,000
Represented the Buyer

1116 Utterback Store Road 
Great Falls

Sold for $1,270,000

SOLD

Call MaryAshley to schedule a complimentary comparative market analysis of your home!


