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JULY 8TH
ALEXANDRIA

ALEXANDRIA 
BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION
When: July 8,  
5 to 10 p.m.

Where: Potomac waterfront at 
Oronoco Bay Park

What: Celebrate America’s 
241st birthday and 

Alexandria’s 268th birthday 
along the Potomac waterfront. 
Bring lawn chairs, blankets and 
a picnic and enjoy live music 
by the Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra, patriotic birthday 

cake, food vendors and a 
dazzling fireworks display. 
As George Washington’s 

hometown, Alexandria is a 
patriotic hotspot, filled with 
tours by bike, boat and foot, 

historic sites and art galleries, 
plus restaurants and boutiques 
to explore before heading to 
the waterfront for the grand 

celebration.

In the event of inclement 
weather, fireworks only will 
be rescheduled for Sunday, 

July 9, at 9:30 p.m. Admission 
is free. For more information 
visit, AlexandriaVA.gov or call 

703-746-5592.

BY EVAN BERKOWITZ 

Day in and day out this summer, Al-
exandria Aces catcher David Martinez 
has woken up early and gone to bed late.

But he’s doing even more than play-
ing with the Aces, now ranked No. 4 
nationally among collegiate summer 
league teams, and preparing for his ju-
nior season at Austin Peay State Univer-
sity in Tennessee.

Martinez is among a handful of Aces 
players spending their time in the Port 
City as counselor coaches for the team’s 
affiliated weeklong youth baseball 
camps, offered from mid-June through 
the end of July at Frank Mann Field.

“It’s tough,” he said between innings 
during the intra-camp scrimmage that 
ends each day. “But how I see it is, I can 
sleep any other time, but these kids need 
the help more than anything.”

If that means going to bed at 1:30 

a.m. and being on-field by the camp’s 
9:30 start time, Martinez doesn’t mind.

“If you’re going to be motivating 
somebody else,” he said, “Man, there’s 
nothing better than that.”

It’s a sentiment that John Skaggs, 

who co-owns the camp’s operator, Prime 
Time Baseball, with Aces Coach David 
DeSilva and Assistant Coach Chris Ber-
set, has seen many times over during his 

Aces give back with youth summer camps
Sully, a 
camper, 
slides into 
home, 
scoring the 
winning 
run of the 
Alexandria 
Aces youth 
summer 
camp’s 
end-of-day 
scrimmage.

PHOTO/ EVAN BERKOWITZ
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BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

When Carluccio’s shuttered its Old 
Town location at 100 King St. over-
night on June 20, it seemed to confirm 
the suspicion those familiar with the 
building’s history already had. 

The building, which boasts 6,500 
square feet, a marquee address and a 
site one block from Alexandria’s water-
front, had to be cursed. 

No restaurant has lasted long in the 
historic building, despite a variety of con-
cepts occupying it in the nearly half-cen-
tury it’s been used as a restaurant. Car-
luccio’s was just the curse’s latest victim.

History of instability
The building itself dates to 1871, 

What’s behind the curse of 
100 King Street?
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

100 King St. stands empty two weeks after Carluccio’s unexpected and rapid closing. 
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

FORDS LANDING

$1,599,000 - Reduced

Unique signature home designed by  
renowned architect Arthur Cotton Moore! 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 finished levels and attached 

garage. Two roof top terraces and a private walled patio! 
Living room with gas fireplace and dining room with 
domed ceiling. Gourmet eat-in kitchen, family room,  

wet bar, sauna and steam shower. 

Coming Soon

OLD TOWN

$3,995,000
Stately restored 
historic residence 
in the heart of 
Old Town with a 
heated in-ground 
pool & 1 off 
street parking 
space! 4 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths with over 
6,000 sq. ft. of living 
space on a 3933 
sq. ft. lot. Rich in 
architectural detail 
with tall windows, 
soaring ceilings, 
exquisite moldings, 
custom built-ins and 
heart of pine floors. 

Weichert

$1,799,000
OLD TOWN

Fabulous 
restoration and 
expansion of 
this circa 1820 
residence in the 
desirable S.E. 
quadrant! 3 bed-
rooms, 3.55 baths 
with over 2700 sq. 
ft. of interior space 
on 3 levels. Two gas 
fireplaces, wet bar in 
living room, 2 zoned 
wine refrigerator, 
2 laundry rooms, 
Chef ’s kitchen with 
island and adjoining 
family room. Deep 
fenced yard with 2 
patios, (1 covered).

FAMILY, FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS  
ARE WELCOME TO  

BEACH PARK  
(BEHIND MAURY) FOR  

FREE OUTDOOR 
MOVIE NIGHT!  

FUN STARTS AT 7:30PM AND THE  
MOVIE BEGINS AT DUSK!

SPONSORED BY

CHRISTINE GARNER
WEICHERT, REALTORS

703.587.4855

“IT’S NOT JUST MY BUSINESS, IT’S MY NEIGHBORHOOD!”

ROSEMONT
THE

REEL

SUMMER 
MOVIES

2017

TROLLS
 AUGUST 12. 

CAPTAIN  
UNDERPANTS

 SEPT 9. 

FACEBOOK.COM/THEROSEMONTREEL
f

BEACH 
PARK

NEW
LOCATION!

BOSS BABY
 JULY 8. 

KUNG FU 
PANDA 3

 JUNE 24

SORRY, FOUR LEGGED FRIENDS  
HAVE TO STAY HOME.

OLD TOWN

$1,595,000 - Coming Soon
Masterful ren-
ovation in the 
S.E. quadrant  
1 block from  
Lee St. Park!  
4 bedrooms (all 
upper), 4 full baths 
with 4 finished 
levels. Open floor 
plan, gourmet 
kitchen, fireplaces 
in the living room, 
dining room and 
Master suite. Lower 
level family room 
with outdoor egress. 
Fenced yard with 
patio and alley 
access.
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A local middle school stu-
dent named Alexandria took 
the state’s top National His-
tory Day presentation prize 
in her division home to the 
city that shares her name, ac-
cording to an Alexandria City 
Public Schools release.

Alexandria Smith, who 
starts seventh grade at George 
Washington Middle School in 
the fall, created a one-woman 
show about women’s rights 
advocate Alice Paul, a central 
leader in the women’s suf-
frage movement, according to 

the release.
“I have always enjoyed act-

ing,” Smith said in the release. 
“I just felt that I connected 
with Alice and immediately 
could identify with her.”

Smith overcame nerves 
to present the play — with 
original script, costume and 
props — in class with history 
teacher Melinda Snow, and at 
regional- and state-level con-
tests.

“Alexandria’s accomplish-
ment represents the pinnacle 
of achievement, and we are 

honored to have her as a stu-
dent,” George Washington 
Principal Jesse Mazur said in 
the release. “I love her project 
and I believe it represents an 
important shift in the way we 
instruct students.”

Mazur said in the release 
teachers ought to facilitate 
student work that fits each pu-
pil’s interest.

“It was a big blessing I got 
this far,” Smith said in the re-
lease. “All I wanted was an ‘A’ 
for the project.”
- eberkowitz@alextimes.com  

Valley Paving and Masonry
571-707-9532

15% discount
Driveways ~ Walkways ~ Patios ~ Steps ~ Pavers

valleypavingandmasonry.com

THROUGH AUGUST 24

VILLAGEATSHIRLINGTON.COM FOR PERFORMANCE DETAILS

FEATURING:
LLOYD DOBLER EFFECT

TAYLOR CARSON 
DAN HAAS TRIO 

JUSTIN TRAWICK & THE COMMON GOOD 
KING TEDDY

THE 19TH STREET BAND
EWABO 

MICHAEL SCOGLIO BAND
DRIVEN TO CLARITY

ROCKVILLE STRINGS
SHANE GAMBLE

2700 SOUTH QUINCY STREET • ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

The Alexandria Times is your  
hometown newspaper.

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

The city is looking for ap-
plicants by July 31 for an ad 
hoc combined sewer system 
plan stakeholder group. 

City council approved 
a resolution on June 13 to 
reconvene the stakeholder 
group, which will monitor the 
development of an update for 
the city’s Long Term Control 
Plan update for the combined 
sewer system. 

The update to the plan be-
came necessary after Gov. Ter-
ry McAuliffe signed a bill that 
moves up the city’s deadline to 
complete its sewer system mit-

igation project, which involves 
four outfalls throughout the 
city, by July 1, 2025.

The stakeholder group 
will have 19 members – 14 
appointed by City Manager 
Mark Jinks and five members 
who apply with the city – who 
will be tasked with making 
input on the final plan up-
date, which will be submitted 
to the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality. 
The update will consider the 
city’s costs, how to meet en-
vironmental goals and how 
to mitigate the impact on the 

community.
The city seeks one ap-

plicant who is a resident of 
Bridgeyard or Porto Vecchio, 
one member who is a resident 
of Tobacco Quay, Orono-
co Waterfront Residences or 
Rivergate Townhomes, two 
at-large members with engi-
neering, environmental, pub-
lic finance or related knowl-
edge and experience and one 
member who is nominated by 
a local environmental advoca-
cy group. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

City seeks combined sewer 
system plan stakeholder group

Middle school student wins 
state’s top history prize

New Alexandria city clerk appointed
The Alexandria City Coun-

cil appointed Gloria A. Sitton 
as city clerk and clerk of coun-
cil, a position that she started 
on July 1, the city announced in 
a news release.

Sitton, who has served as 
deputy city clerk since 2003, 
replaces Jacqueline M. Hender-
son, who is retiring. 

As city clerk, Sitton will at-
tend council meetings, record 

and transcribe official council 
actions, maintain records and 
serve as executive secretary to 
Alexandria’s boards and com-
missions. 

“Gloria’s many years of ex-
perience in this field and the 
city make her the right person 
for this position,” Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg said in a state-
ment. “As a resident, Glorida is 
also familiar with the Alexan-

dria community.”
Before becoming deputy 

city clerk for Alexandria, Sitton 
occupied the same position for 
the City of Greenville, South 
Carolina. She is a graduate of 
Spelman College and holds a 
graduate certificate in local 
government management from 
Virginia Tech.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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The suspect in a highly publi-
cized theft of more than $200,000 
from the Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment has been sentenced. 

Monique Jackson Asante, a 

49-year-old resident of Wood-
bridge, Virginia, was sentenced 
in the fraud case on June 29, the 
office of the commonwealth’s 
attorney announced in a news 

release.
Jackson Asante received 15 

years in prison, with 14 more 
years possible if certain terms 
aren’t met, including 10 years of 

good behavior, three years of su-
pervised probation and a $219,000 
payment in restitution. Jackson 
Asante previously pleaded guilty 
to a felony count of money laun-
dering on August 18, 2016.

Jackson Asante, while a 
fire department employee for 
the City of Alexandria, pro-
cessed invoices that claimed her 
co-conspirators – Corey King, 
Jamarr Martin, Isaac Pardie, 
James Little and Shantell Sims 
– were providing materials and 
services to the department. The 
city issued checks to the co-con-
spirators, which were, in turn, 
split with Jackson Asante. The 
co-conspirators obtained more 
than $200,000 in fraudulent 
checks between 2010 and 2016.

After six years, one of Jack-
son Asante’s co-conspirators 
contacted the fire department to 
report that she was submitting 

false invoices for friends and 
family members. The fire de-
partment, at that point, reviewed 
the checks and found the names 
of her co-conspirators. 

After the fire department’s 
revelation, Jackson Asante pro-
vided information about the 
scheme to investigators and 
cooperated in the investigation 
against her co-conspirators. 

The five co-conspirators 
were convicted and received 
felony counts. King pleaded 
guilty to four felony counts of 
grand larceny by false pretense 
and one felony count of conspir-
acy to commit grand larceny. 
He was sentenced to five years, 
with all but 18 months suspend-
ed on the conditions of good be-
havior, three years of supervised 
probation and the payment of 
$74,000 in restitution.

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

HOLY COW Manager Joseph Gazarek, Pasquale Procacci-
no, Carver Lutz, Felipe Villas-Boas and Melik Gizaw recently 
teamed up to do community service in Del Ray, cleaning up 
bedrock, gravel and weeds from a rock bed in a flower bed ad-
jacent to Stomping Ground. The group soon plan to put mulch 
on the ground and plant flowers in the same spot.

PHOTO/ JOSEPH GAZAREK

Suspect sentenced in Alexandria Fire Department fraud
CRIME

SEE CRIME                       | 5
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Call or visit TheCharlestonWaldorf.com | 301-932-7013
45 Saint Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Maryland 20603

IT IS OUR

1 YEAR

ANNIVERSARY

AND WE ARE CELEBRATING

WITH A GIFT FOR YOU!

  1 MONTH RENT FREE    

 OF  WAL DORF,  M D  
Sets the New Standard of healthy living, social interaction,
good friends and dedicated staff in a warm inviting atmosphere 

when the Corn and Produce Ex-
change replaced an older build-
ing that had housed its grain 
and produce market at the cor-
ner of King and Union streets. 
The new building, designed 
by local architect Benjamin F. 
Price and named the Commer-
cial Exchange, opened to the 
public in February 1872. 

Though the Exchange 
would eventually close around 
the turn of the 19th century, 
a grocery store run by Noble 
Lindsey in the first floor of the 
space thrived. By 1907, it was 
known as the “center of the 
wholesale district.” Eventually, 
Noble Lindsey would become 
the Lindsey-Nicholson Corpo-
ration, which by that point sold 
automotive parts. 

The Virginia Public Service 
Company occupied the building 
in the 1930s and 1940s. There’s 
little known about the building 
between 1950 and 1970, but the 
Landini Brothers opened Pel-
licano in the building in 1976 
and sold their interest in 1979, 
when they rented the building 
across the street at 115 King 
St. That building still operates 
as the Landinis’ eponymous 
restaurant. One-hundred King 
became the Heidleburg Restau-
rant, which served German 
food, in the 1980s.

The Giovanni family, which 
founded The Fish Market across 
King street, operated two 
restaurant concepts in the build-
ing: The Gaslight and south-
western restaurant The Alamo, 
which opened in the 1990s and 
closed in 2000. Rapidly rising 
rent forced The Alamo’s clo-
sure, Glenda Giovanni told the 
Alexandria Times in 2008.  

The building was vacant for 

six years before real estate in-
vestor Peter Mallios and restau-
rateur Stephen Tedeschi opened 
100 King in 2006 as a New 
American bistro, but the restau-
rant closed two years later in 
2008. Thai restaurant Red Cur-
ry, owned by the same team as 
Mai Thai at 6 King St., moved 
into the building in 2010, but 
ceased operation in 2012. 

When Carluccio’s expressed 
interest in the building, howev-
er, it seemed the building’s for-
tunes might shift: Perhaps this 
would be the concept to finally 
turn its troubled history around.

A new hope
When the upscale Italian 

market concept announced 
plans for a move to the building 
in 2014, news outlets speculated 
whether the restaurant, which 
was founded in London in 1999 
and has expanded to several lo-
cations across the United King-
dom, Turkey and the United 
Arab Emirates, would be the 
restaurant to break the mold. 

After extensive yearlong 
renovations, the restaurant 
opened to much fanfare – and 
media attention – in May 2015. 
Franchise founder Antonio 
Carluccio himself attended the 
ribbon cutting, along with nu-
merous city leaders including 
then-Mayor Bill Euille. 

“They opened Carluccio’s 
and even the big owner from 
Europe came,” said Jay Rob-
erts, the writer behind Old 
Town blog Jay’s Jottings, who 
went to the restaurant on open-
ing day. “It was like, ‘This is it 
– the curse is over.’” 

Two years later, though, 
the restaurant’s sparkle had 
dimmed, with reviewers on 

Martin pleaded guilty to one 
felony count of grand larceny 
by false pretense and one felony 
count of conspiracy. He received 
a sentence of three years, with 
all but 30 days suspended on the 
condition of good behavior, two 
years of supervised probation 

and a $3,400 restitution pay-
ment. 

Pardie was found guilty by a 
jury and charged with one felony 
count of grand larceny by false 
pretense and one felony count 
of conspiracy. The jury recom-
mended a sentence of a $201 fine 
and Pardie was ordered to pay 
$4,400 in restitution. 

Little pleaded guilty to five 
felony counts of grand larceny 
by false pretense and one felony 
count of conspiracy to commit 
grand larceny. Sims pleaded guilty 
to one felony count of conspiracy 
to commit grand larceny. Little 
and Sims have yet to be sentenced, 
with Little scheduled for a July 20 
sentencing and Sims scheduled 

for an Aug. 10 sentencing. 
Jackson Asante and King 

are serving their sentence at the 
William G. Truesdale Alexan-
dria Adult Detention Center. 

“A complex criminal scheme 
to steal significant amounts 
of money is a serious crime. It 
is exponentially more serious 
when an employee steals from 

her employer, and made worse 
yet again when the theft is com-
mitted by a public employee,” 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Bry-
an Porter said in a release. “In 
effect, the co-conspirators in 
this case stole from Alexandria 
taxpayers.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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Yelp, Facebook and Google 
frequently leaving one-star re-
views bemoaning slow service 
and uneven food quality. Car-
luccio’s quietly and abruptly 
closed its Bethesda location and 
100 King St. this June. 

Limiting factors
Even though Carluccio’s 

lack of success reflects a com-
pany-wide problem, there’s a 
number of factors that limit 
restaurants’ success at trying 
their luck in the building, Al-
exandria Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO Joe 

Haggerty said.
“Just from a practical point 

of view, it is a big space, which 
means you’re paying a real-
ly high rent,” Haggerty said. 
“You have to have very, very 
strong sales to survive in that 
location.”

There’s also the matter of 
the layout. The kitchen space 
is upstairs, presenting a chal-
lenge for restaurants. 

While other restaurants in 
the area have flourished, in-
cluding the eponymous Landi-
ni Brothers restaurant, the Fish 
Market, Il Porto, Bugsy’s Piz-
za and The Wharf across the 

street, no restaurant in recent 
memory has seemed able to 
last past two years at 100 King. 

Haggerty said size may 
be to blame for some of the 
restaurants’ lack of success. 

“There’s a lot of foot traf-
fic there. If you look around, 
the other restaurants are do-
ing well,” Haggerty said. “But 
their actual physical business-
es are a little smaller. They’re 
paying less. Rent is one of the 
biggest challenges.”

Douglas Development, a 
D.C.-based company that owns 
myriad other King Street com-
mercial properties, purchased 

100 King St. in April 2009 for 
$2.5 million. It’s unclear what 
the developer charges in rent, 
and Douglas Development 
didn’t respond to requests for 
comment. 

Bill Reagan, executive di-
rector of the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center, 
cited the usual suspects as obsta-
cles to 100 King St.’s success, in-
cluding a dearth of parking and 
the building’s unusual layout.

“My observation is that it’s 
been a very difficult building 

from a layout perspective,” 
Reagan said. “I don’t know 
what stress that puts on the 
business itself.”

Still, Reagan says, the 
building should be able to 
draw customers.

“The location should, by all 
rights, be ideal,” Reagan said. 
“It should be very popular.”

A silver lining
At June 24’s city council  

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

LEFT TO RIGHT: Antonio Carluccio cuts the ceremonial ribbon at the grand opening of Carluccio’s in Old Town. A street plaque on the 100 King St. building. An auction 
sign hangs on the 100 King St. building following 100 King’s closing. 

COURTESY PHOTOCOURTESY PHOTO PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 
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Summer Sale NOW 40-60% off  
your favorite brands! FRAME, Smythe, MIH, figue,  

apiece apart, Isabel de Pedro, Alice and Olivia. Shop in-store and online! 

www.TSALTSTYLE.com  
106 N. St. Asaph Street , Old Town Alexandria

Store Hours
Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 

 Sunday 12pm - 5pm

Alexandria   Times

We provide a non-profit, volunteer-run, 
educational do-it-yourself workshop,  
as well as training, rides and events  
for all levels of cyclists embracing  

the fun of bicycles.

Cause of the      month

JULY EVENTS @ VELOCITY
• Learn to fix bicycles to help the community! Join 
our Volunteer Orientations at our warehouse at 
1502 Mt Vernon Ave - Tuesdays/Thursdays 6:30-9

• Velocity Fundraiser at Northside Social - 7/9

• Quarterly Volunteer Meeting - 7/23

• Downhill Mountain Biking at  
Bryce Mountain - 8/19

For event details and more, check 
out our meetup page: www.

meetup.com/VeloCity- 
 Bicycle-Cooperative/
events/

2111 Mt Vernon Ave,  
Del Ray
velocitycoop.org

Got questions? Let us 
know: spokeperson@

velocitycoop.org

ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Regional grocery chain 
MOM’s Organic Market will 
reopen its Alexandria location at 
3831 Mt. Vernon Ave. this week-
end after months of renovation.

The store will have a num-
ber of new features to debut 
when it reopens Thursday. 

One of the biggest chang-
es is the addition of the Naked 
Lunch, an all-organic, in-store 
vegetarian restaurant serving 
entrees like cauliflower steaks 
and sushi bowls and organic 
raw juices, like green ginger 
and green tea glory. MOM’s 
Organic Market has opened 
other Naked Lunch outposts in 
its stores, including its Arling-
ton location. Craft beer fans 

will also be able to get their fill 
of limited-batch seasonal beers 
at a rotating growler station. 

The store has expanded its 
footprint by 50 percent, which 
will allow for more variety in 
its product selection. The store 
will now offer sustainable in-
sect proteins for adventurous 
eaters, Global Organic Tex-
tile Standard certified-organic 
pillows and mattresses and a 
backyard beekeeping section 
for apiarists. 

Customers will also find a 
new liquid bulk section, which 
allows them to buy things like 
oil, vinegar and honey in their 
desired quantity. Bulk household 
cleaners, detergents and hand 
soaps will also be available.

The health and wellness sec-

tion in the store has also been 
expanded and now offers bulk 
herbs and body care products, as 
well as GOTS-certified clothing. 

The new store will also in-
clude a recycling center, free car 
charging stations and work from 
local muralist Jarrett Ferrier. 

The store will host a re-
opening event this weekend, 
between July 7 and 9. The event 
will include organic foods 
vendors and local breweries, 
as well as live music, tastings, 
kids’ activities, henna art and 
giveaways. 

MOM’s, which was founded 
in 1987 by Scott Nash, has five 
locations throughout Virginia, 
one location in D.C. and nine 
throughout Maryland. 
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

MOM’s Organic Market 
to reopen this weekend 

PHOTO COURTESY MOM’S ORGANIC MARKET

public hearing, Mayor Allison 
Silberberg addressed Carluc-
cio’s closing as council discussed 
arguments for and against a pro-
posed business improvement 
district for Old Town.

“In so many ways, the City 
of Alexandria is really on an up-
tick,” she said. “I go to so many 
ribbon cuttings and ground 
breakings, it’s hard to keep up.

“So, yes, a number of busi-

nesses have closed, but let’s not 
forget that each one has had its 
own story,” Silberberg said. “A lot 
of these storefronts that are empty, 
there are plans to fill them. Car-
luccio’s is a story unto itself.”

There are some signs of that 
speculated promise. 

The renovations Carluccio’s 
put into the building, including 
a complete interior redesign and 
the installation of a new kitch-
en, make the space an attractive 

venture for interested tenants.
Haggerty hopes a new tenant 

can break the two-year curse – 
though he said it will take some-
one with the “financial stability 
to give it a go.” 

“We want to see it filled 
and we want to see that whole 
district continue to grow,” Hag-
gerty said. “We need to keep 
that momentum going.” 
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 
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Upcoming Games!
Friday, July 7th vs. 

Rockville Express
Sunday, July 9th vs.

Silver Spring Takoma Thunderbolts
Tuesday, July 11th vs.

Loudoun Riverdogs
Wednesday, July 12th vs.

D.C. Grays
(Bishop Ireton High School Night)

Come support your FIRST PLACE 
Aces and enjoy the Del Ray Pizza 

Concession stand in your
Aces Merchandise!

7 Home Games Left in 
July @

Frank Mann Field 
3700 Commonwealth Ave

Alexandria VA

AlexandriaAces1    Alexandria_Aces   Alexandria_Aces 

four years with the camp.
“Let’s be honest,” said 

Skaggs, who played first base 
in the Aces’ inaugural season. 
“They’re college guys, they’re 
here for the summer, they’re 
having to …  be at camp at 9 
a.m. after they just played last 
night and then they’re playing 
tonight. They’ve got obligations, 
whether it’s taking online class-
es or they gotta go get their lift 
in, or they want to just go and 
chill.

“At first, it’s like, ‘Man, 
I gotta go do this?’” Skaggs 
said. “But then once you’re 
there, you’re like ‘Oh man,’ you 
know, ‘these kids look up to me, 
they’re asking for autographs, 
they’re asking for help, I’m real-
ly getting a chance to give back 
to the community that allows 
me to better myself at baseball.’”

As the camp progresses, he 
said, more and more players get 
involved. 

“They’re the kind of guys 
who can just come and help 
work with the kids,” Skaggs 
said. “That shows a lot of the ex-
citement that these college kids 
[have] to get involved.”

Tobias Dienstfrey, an Alex-

andria resident whose 8-year-
old son, Lev, participated in 
the camp, said the college-aged 
coaches “have been amazing,” 
and that the “kids look up to 
them.”

Twelve-year-old camper 
Charlie agreed.

“We get professional train-
ing from professional guys who 
have a chance of even going to 
the big leagues,” he said. 

“It’s fun to get to know the 
players,” Avery, an 8-year-old 
camper, said, “and know they’re 
nice on and off the field.”

The college coaches lead 
drills every day, beginning 
with a run-stretch-throw exer-
cise, Skaggs said. Campers then 
move to fielding stations where 
they practice handling mock 
grounders or learn the proper 
way to throw a player out from 
all the way across the diamond, 
Skaggs said.

Hitting stations take it a step 
further each day, from introduc-
ing basic stance in the batter’s 
box to teaching campers how to 
tackle off-speed pitches or angle 
hits toward the opposite field.

The camp’s lessons go be-
yond baseball fundamentals, 
according to college-aged coun-
selor Ben Davenport, who isn’t 

on the Aces but plays club base-
ball at Penn State.

“We can teach, through a 
camp, respect, working with 
others [and] what it’s like to be 
on a team,” Davenport said. “At 
the end of the day, they may not 
all be at the same talent level, 
but we want them to walk away 
… having [had] a good five days 
– a good, nice, fun week, while 
also learning a lot about base-
ball.”

It’s these qualities, Skaggs 
said, that ensures that “the col-
lege guys are really the heart 
and soul of the camp.”

Martinez has been especial-
ly committed among Aces play-
ers, Skaggs said, working all 
five days of the cycle. 

Martinez said he wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

“Kids at this age need to see 
somebody consistently,” he said 
as he prepared to leave for the 
Aces’ away game with the Bal-
timore Redbirds that evening. 
(The Aces would beat Baltimore 
in an extra-innings rally, 6-4.) 
“If you have new coaches, they 
don’t know what to believe in.”

Being consistently pres-
ent, despite the obstacles, is  

PHOTO/EVAN BERKOWITZ
Counselor Ben Davenport pitches to camper Sully as counselor David Martinez, catcher for the Alex-
andria Aces, waits behind the plate.  Martinez, who grew up in Venezuela and now lives in Florida, is a 
rising junior at Tennessee’s Austin Peay State University and began catching for the Aces this season.

CAMP                      FROM | 1

SEE CAMP                        | 9
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Are you  
SUMMER 
Ready????  
•  Need to replace AC Unit - Call now  

for FREE Estimate on a NEW SYSTEM.  
•  Finance Options Available on  

Approved Credit. 
•  Summer inspection for $69.95 -  

VA ONLY 

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

We create thriving neighborhoods in Alexandria by revitalizing 
community spaces, enhancing schools, and creating and 
maintaining affordable housing for low-income families and 
individuals. Since 1986, 24,000 volunteers have worked on 
2,000+ projects, investing 
$7.5 million worth of in-kind 
value into our community.

REBUILD. 
REVITALIZE.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org    703.836.1021

703.370.3737

Proudly Supported By

necessary to keep campers 
steadily improving and learning 
to enjoy the game, he said — 
just like others did for him.

“A lot of people don’t invest 
the right amount of time in the 
young kids, and you can see it 
… when they get older,” Mar-
tinez said. “A lot of people ar-
en’t motivated to play baseball 
as much as when I was young, 
[but] people motivated me a lot, 
so that’s why I’m so passionate 
about it now.”

Baseball, he said, is specifi-
cally important for children, as 
it’s a sport without boundaries.

“There’s no size limit, 
there’s no weight [limit] — 
anything,” he said. From five-
foot-six Houston Astros second 
baseman José Altuve to six-foot-
seven New York Yankees right 
fielder Aaron Judge, anyone can 
find his or her niche.

“It just has to do with skill 
and how much you want it,” 
Martinez said. “If you are able 
to work hard, … anybody can 
make it, and that’s my favorite 
part.”

- eberkowitz@
alextimes.com 

CAMP                      FROM | 8

PHOTOS/EVAN BERKOWITZ
Camper Sully swings and hits off a pitch from Counselor Ben Dav-
enport, who isn’t on the Aces but plays club baseball at Penn State.
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WHOLE DOGZ
• All Suite Boarding, no cold cages
• Large Agility Fun Room to break  
     up the boarding stay
• Indoor/Outdoor play yard  
     with romping pools
• Lots of Loving Staff!!!  

Check Us Out!

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

Planning A Vacation? 
Plan One For Your Pup as Well!
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This remake is a dreamy take on 
the Southern Gothic tale
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JULY AND AUGUST EVENTS
Celebrate Alexandria’s birthday 
and other July events

CALENDAR 1613 HOMES
BACKYARD VACATION
Take a break in your backyard 
with the pop-up garden trend
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BY KIM GILLIAM

Summer offers many ways 
to spend quality time outdoors 
with your dog, exercising, ex-
ploring new places and partic-
ipating in fun summer events. 
With temperatures on the rise 
though, it’s important to take the 
necessary precautions to protect 
them from key hazards associat-
ed with the summer heat.

Avoid prolonged sun 
exposure

Limit the length of your 
walks or exercise in the sun. 
Not only is there a risk of 
heatstroke, but dogs can burn 
their feet on hot pavement and 
get sunburns too.  Stick to the 
shade and grass as much as 
possible and provide your pet 
plenty of fresh, cool water. 
Consider purchasing dog sun-
screen to ensure their skin is 
protected and avoid the heat of 
the day by heading out in the 
morning or evening when the 
sun isn’t as strong. 

Think again before 
taking your dog  
to a festival

While it may seem fun to 

PETS

Summer 
hazardS 
for your dog

SEE DOG                         | 12
PHOTO COURTESY PIXABAY
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bring your dog along to a sum-
mer festival, large crowds can 
be overwhelming for them and 
increase the chance of injury, 
dehydration and exhaustion. 
They could also eat unhealthy 
or even toxic foods off the 
ground.  Remember that loud 
noises (e.g. cannons or fire-
works) can frighten dogs into 
running away or otherwise 
hurting themselves.  If you do 
bring them, you will need to be 
on constant alert for potential 
hazards – and it might be more 
fun for both of you if you leave 
them at home.

Don’t forget about 
water safety

Not all dogs are skilled 
swimmers, and there are nu-
merous hazards in the water 
you need to watch out for.  Be 
sure to stay close to your dog 
if you decide to take them for 
a dip in a lake, river or ocean. 
If you are out on a boat, a pet 
life vest is a wise investment, 
as they can become anxious 
and disoriented if they fall in 
the water.  And don’t let them 
drink the water; chemicals, 
salt content, parasites or bac-
teria can lead to dehydration, 
vomiting and diarrhea.

Watch out for para-
sites and other pests

Spending more time out-
doors exposes your dog to 

some of nature’s most annoy-
ing pests.  Always check your 
dog for ticks after being out-
side and be sure to keep them 
on a flea and heartworm pre-
vention regimen year-round.  
You will also want to be on the 
alert for snake bites, stings and 
insect bites. 

The most common hot 
weather dangers are heat-
stroke, dehydration and sun-
burn. Watch for signs of illness 
and call your vet right away if 

any problems arise.  
Signs of heatstroke include 

heavy panting, glazed eyes, 
a rapid heartbeat, difficulty 
breathing, excessive thirst, 
lethargy, fever, dizziness, lack 
of coordination, profuse sali-
vation, vomiting, a red or pur-
ple tongue, seizure and uncon-
sciousness.  In this situation, 
the goal is to bring the pet’s 
core temperature down slowly 
by running room temperature 
water over them or wrapping 

them up in cool, wet towels be-
fore taking them to the vet to 
be checked.

Signs of dehydration in-
clude sunken eyes, lethargy, 
loss of appetite and dry mouth. 
One way to detect this is to 
gently lift the skin on the back 
of your dog’s neck between the 
shoulder blades; it should im-
mediately return to a normal 
position when released. Dogs 
who are elderly, nursing or ill 
are more susceptible to de-
hydration.  If suspected, take 
them to a vet who will likely 
administer intravenous or sub-
cutaneous fluids. 

Dogs that are light-colored, 
have a thin coat or are hairless, 
such as pitbulls, Dalmatians, 
boxers, Weimaraners., grey-
hounds and Chinese crested 
dogs, are most susceptible to 
heatstroke.  The areas most of-
ten sunburned are the nose, tips 
of the ears, around the mouth, 
underbelly and eyelids. When 
a dog’s skin is sunburned, it 
looks red, raw or broken, and 
your dog may exhibit pain.  A 
vet will likely need to shave 
the area, wash it with a special 
solution and treat it with a top-
ical cream.

As a dog owner, it’s your 
job to keep them safe. Be aware 
of the risks associated with 
summertime activities, pre-
pare properly and know what 
warning signs mean trouble so 
you are ready to respond.  

The writer owns 
Alexandria’s Frolick Dogs with 

her husband, Kevin Gilliam.

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

703-819-5240

Kitten season is in full swing!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

DOG                       FROM | 11
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When her family could no 
longer care for her, we told 
Whitney we would find her 
a forever home. She is so 
sweet; her people will be  
so lucky! Make plans to 
meet this cutie soon! We 
are open this Saturday and 
Sunday; 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 

Wonderful Whitney  

contact@kingstreetcats.org.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JULY 6, 2017 | 13 

BY RICHARD ROEPER

It would appear as if the 
Union soldier Cpl. John Mc-
Burney has caught a lucky 
break, so to speak. 

Slouched against a tree in 
the thick Virginia woods not 
far from where the Civil War 
wages on, bleeding out from a 
gunshot wound to his left leg 
beneath the knee, McBurney 
would seem to be a goner. 

Until an 11-year-old girl 
named Amy happens upon 
McBurney while picking 
mushrooms, helps the wound-
ed soldier to his feet and brings 
him to her place of residence: 
the Miss Martha Farnsworth 
Seminary for Young Ladies. 

So begins Sofia Coppola's 
beautifully filmed, precisely 
staged, languorous and haunt-
ing "The Beguiled," a wartime 
period piece focusing very lit-
tle on the battle at hand while 
delving deep into psycho-sex-
ual issues and what happens 
when a dashing, and perhaps 
dangerous, male stranger en-
ters the lives of a half-dozen 
females of varying ages and 
levels of repression and/or de-
sire.  

Colin Farrell delivers one 
of his finest and most richly 
layered performances as Mc-
Burney, or simply "John" as he 
asks the ladies to call him, a 
recent immigrant from Ireland 
who says he arrived in New 
York with no money and no 
prospects, accepting $300 to 
take another man's place fight-
ing for the North.  

"Any men about?" the 
wounded John asks upon his 
arrival at the gated mansion – 
a.k.a. plantation – and judging 
by the looks on the faces of his 
hosts, the answer is an emphat-
ic "no." No, there haven't been 
any men around there for quite 
a while.  

Nicole Kidman is the stern 
headmistress, Miss Martha. 
Coppola favorite Kirsten 

Dunst plays the teacher Edwi-
na. There are but five students 
left in the school, all of them 
presumably orphaned by the 
war and with nowhere else to 
go. There's Oona Laurence's 
Amy (the one who found John) 
and three other girls roughly 
her age, and the teenaged Ali-
cia (Elle Fanning), who can 
barely mask her excitement 
over the arrival of the hand-
some and charming man con-
fined to a bed behind a locked 
door in the music room.  

Miss Martha plucks the 
lead from John's leg in mat-
ter-of-fact fashion and stitches 
him up with the efficiency of 
a needlepoint expert, but when 
it comes time for Miss Martha 
to give the unconscious soldier 
a sponge bath, she can barely 
draw breath, and she has to 
take multiple breaks to regain 
composure.  

Little wonder that when 
Confederate soldiers pass by 
the gates of the school and 
make inquiries about the wom-
en's safety, Miss Martha sends 
them on their way without 
saying a word about the ene-
my soldier convalescing in a 
house filled with females. (It 
just wouldn't be the Christian 
thing to do, says Miss Martha, 
and Edwina and the girls read-
ily agree with this rationaliza-
tion.)  

Farrell masterfully switch-
es gears as John employs dif-
ferent tactics to insinuate him-
self with each of the women 

and girls. He's deferential and 
respectful when he's with the 
skeptical Miss Martha. He 
flatters Miss Edwina and plays 
to her insecurities. He does lit-
tle to discourage the brazen ad-
vances from teenaged Alicia. 
And he's like the most wonder-
ful uncle ever when bonding 
with the younger girls.  

As the sexual tensions es-
calate, rivalries are established 
(even the little ones compete 
for John's attention) and John's 
wounds heal to the point where 
he's helping out in the garden. 
It becomes clear John would be 
more than content to stay at the 
school for the duration of the 
war and beyond. It's not like 
he's some war hero itching to 
get back into the fray and fight 
for the North. Not only is he 
essentially a mercenary, but 
he did run away after he was 
wounded.  

Coppola (and cinematog-
rapher Philippe Le Sourd) 
film "The Beguiled" in gauzy, 
vaguely dreamlike tones. 
Shards of sunlight shoot 
through the thickets of trees 
and bushes. We see plumes 
of smoke in the distance and 
hear the sounds of cannon fire, 
but the gated schoolhouse is 
a world unto itself, where the 
girls frolic, dance and giggle 
and the women start dressing 
up and donning jewelry for 
candlelit dinners where John 
sits at the head of the table, 
enjoying lavish meals, drink-
ing red wine and brandy and 

complimenting each and all for 
their contributions to his com-
fort and pleasure.  

Of course, something's 
gotta give, and when it does, 
"The Beguiled" reminds us we 
haven't been watching a fairy 
tale all this time – we've been 
watching a very fractured 
fairy tale.  

This is a remake of a 1971 
film based on a lurid South-
ern Gothic novel by Thomas 
P. Cullinan, directed by Don 
Siegel and starring Clint East-

wood. Coppola has actually 
toned down the content and the 
style considerably, most nota-
bly omitting a slave character 
(a choice that has drawn criti-
cism from some quarters) and 
a backstory about one charac-
ter's incestuous relationship 
with her brother.  

The 1971 version of "The 
Beguiled" was blunt, over-
heated and a little bit nuts. The 
2017 edition is more sophis-
ticated and nuanced – but it's 
still a little bit nuts.
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‘The Beguiled’ is a dreamy take on the Southern Gothic tale

COURTESY PHOTO

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Love Chihuahuas? ~
This may be the right pet for you! Meet 

“Crawl,” a very sweet little fellow who can be 
a bit shy, and so hopes for a quiet new home.

Playful, Crawl enjoys walks around the block.
You will see his handsome smile when its time 

to go home and relax.

For More iNFo oN our adoptable petS, 
pleaSe viSt wwwalexandriaanimals.org 

tHaNK You
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HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

Play in the yard, trade in 
your container gardening for a 
backyard vineyard, tinker in the 
detached garage or curl up to the 
fireplace on a cold winter’s night 
because you won’t need to remod-
el this classically updated cape. 

Located in the popular 
Groveton Heights neighbor-
hood of Alexandria, this mag-
ical home maintains timeless 
mid-century charm and crafts-
manship while incorporating 
modern updates. The home in-
cludes a newly renovated kitch-
en and new windows, as well as 
a new roof with 50-year shin-
gles, hot water heater, AC and 
electrical panels.

You’ll be impressed by the 
light-filled rooms and surprised 
by its spaciousness through-
out. The home includes three 
generously sized bedrooms, a 
main-level bedroom with half 
bath, classic living and dining 

rooms featuring elegantly rich 
hardwood floors, a fresh kitch-
en with butcher block count-
ers and a recently updated full 
bath with subway-tiled shower, 
which honors the classic style 
of the home’s period. This home 
also comes with an added bo-
nus: a brick wood-burning fire-
place. This home is completely 
move-in-ready. 

Looking for a true man cave? 

The rustic detached garage/work-
shop/studio armed with electricity 
includes an upstairs loft and am-
ple space to get creative (detached 
garage is sold as-is).

The unfinished basement is 
waterproofed and plumbed for 
another bathroom or the perfect 
space for storage. Radiant heat 

is economically fueled by oil. 
Tank is in the basement. 

This home is close to ev-
erything, with easy access to 
Old Town, D.C., Maryland, the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice, Fort Belvoir, the Pentagon, 
Bolling, Andrews, I-495, I-295, 
the GW Parkway, Huntington 

Metro, public transportation, 
shopping, restaurants, coffee 
shops and more.

Visit this graceful home  
during the open house on  
Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. or  
schedule a private showing 
with Michelle Zelsman, Zels-
man Powers Group of Coldwell 
Banker.

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO
Lovingly cared-for, cozy home 
welcomes modern updates 
while maintaining pre-midcen-
tury charm and craftmanship. 

This midcentury marvel is move-in ready
Location: 3220 Memorial St., 
Alexandria, Virginia, 22306
Neighborhood:  
Groveton Heights
Price: $460,000
Square Feet: 1,265
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 1.5
Year Built: 1960  
(according to tax records)
Contact: Michelle Zelsman 
(202.390.8714)  
and Jimmie Powers 
(703.932.5643)  
michelle@ZelsmanPow-
ersGroup.com, www.Zels-
manPowersGroup.com

At a Glance

BY MARTY ROSS

It's time for a little summer 
getaway to a beautiful, relaxing 
spot. There's no need to pack a 
bag: Just step out the back door 
into your own garden.  

Going on vacation in your 
own backyard may not sound 
very adventurous, but it's ac-
tually a very fine thing to in-
dulge yourself in the pleasant 
surroundings you have worked 
hard to create. Instead of mak-
ing all the arrangements and 
paying for airfare or hitting the 
road to get to a crowded beach, 
you might want to freshen up 
the flowerpots on the porch, 

get that mixed shrub bed you've 
been dreaming about off to a re-
ally good start or simply take on 
a weekend project in a leisurely 
way, without worrying about 
whether you'll have a chance 
to finish by Sunday night. You 
don't need an itinerary; a mod-
est agenda will do. You can 
cook out every day, get plenty of 
exercise and spend lots of time 
in the hammock. 

People are catching on to tak-
ing time off in the garden. Every 
summer, the Pennsylvania Hor-
ticultural Society makes garden 
time a priority in Philadelphia, 
with pop-up gardens designed to 

inspire visitors to get the most out 
of gardening in the city. Inviting 
and imaginative pop-up gardens 
“show what you can do with a 
good sense of design and an ap-
preciation for excellent horticul-
ture, without spending a whole 
lot of money,” says Alan Jaffe, 
PHS communications director. 

Last year, 75,000 people 
popped into the city's pop-up 
gardens, which are open from 
late spring through end of gar-
dening season. They're essential-
ly urban backyards on a grand 
scale, considering that most 
Philadelphia gardens are the size 

Take a backyard vacation with a pop-up garden 

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Galvanized tubs and industrial containers are filled with roses and 
colorful summer flowers at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s 
pop-up garden on South Street in Philadelphia. SEE HOMES                    | 15
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ABC NOTICE

ABC NOTICEof postage stamps – but the ideas 
planted in these gritty urban set-
tings can quickly find their way 
home to tiny backyards, rooftop 
gardens, balconies and suburban 
yards, too, Jaffe says. 

The pop-ups are, of course, 
full of pretty plants and color-
ful flowers. They also make 
imaginative use of recycled 
and repurposed materials for 
tables and seating. Above all, 
they take advantage of easy, 
hard-working plants that thrive 
in local conditions. They're fun, 
not work, and that's the point of 
a backyard vacation; think of it 
as play time, not garden chores. 

Smart, low-key design 
ideas abound. In one PHS pop-
up garden on South Street in 
Philadelphia's Center City, old 
galvanized washtubs, aged to 
a soft, silvery gray, have been 
repurposed as planters full of 
roses. Raised flower beds burst 
with hollyhocks, zinnias and 
lavender. A 10-foot-long planter 
on an industrial-looking base is 
devoted to an herb garden full 
of parsley, dill, sage, rosemary 
and five different kinds of basil. 

The ideas behind these 

planters and plantings are in-
tended to be portable: Visitors 
can easily recreate them at 
home on any scale, Jaffe says. 
Mixing ornamental and edible 
plants makes sense in a small 
space, he says, but, beyond that, 
the combinations of flowers 
with herbs or vegetables prove 
that plant choices do not have to 
follow conventional rules. 

“We want to teach people 
about expanding the palette 
they bring to the backyard, to 
use unusual containers and 

found objects,” he says. “When 
you express your artistic sense, 
you're bringing your own per-
sonality to the garden.”

This summer, a pop-up 
garden at Philadelphia’s uCi-
ty Square expands on the edi-
ble-as-ornamental theme. Par-
allel rows of large raised beds 
filled with summer flowers run 
along either side of a wide walk-
way. Simple iron arches over 
the walk will be covered with 
morning glories, cardinal vines, 
moon vines, scarlet runner 
beans and other vining plants as 
the summer progresses.  

Big picnic tables encourage 
visitors to share the space. There 
are also bistro tables for more 
intimate conversations, and 
big patio umbrellas work their 
usual magic, rain or shine. The 
lighting at night is simple, too: 
Strings of bistro lights twinkle 
over the garden like stars.  

Go ahead and steal a few 
ideas from these gardens for 
your own backyard vacation. 
Then share them in the best way 
possible: Fire up the grill, fill 
the cooler full of ice and bever-
ages, invite a few friends over 
and take the rest of the day off.

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Whiskey barrels, tubs and 
planters of every description are 
pressed into service in the pop-
up gardens. 

07.27.17

40 under 40 is a region-wide awards program, 
with the aim of recognizing emerging leaders 
less than 40 years of age. 

6:30-9:00 PM

UNITED WAY WORLDWIDE

REGISTER NOW!
www.alexchamber.com 

PRESENTED BY

After Party at Blackwall Hitch

701 North Fairfax Street, Alexandria
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JULY 6

LECTURE: THE BATTLE OF 
THE MEUSE Historian Dr. Mitchell 
Yockelson will tell the story of the 
remarkable individuals who fought in 
the 47-day Meuse-Argonne battle to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of America’s entrance into World War I.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 201 
S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

JULY 8

USA/ALEXANDRIA BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION Come celebrate 
the 241st birthday of the U.S. and the 
268th birthday of the City of Alexan-
dria, featuring entertainment, cannon 
salute during the 1812 Overture, food 
and beverages for sale and grand 
finale fireworks at 9:30 p.m. Come cel-
ebrate at the biggest party in the city.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay 
Park, 100 Madison St.
Information: 703-746-5592

ARCHAEOLOGY DIG DAYS 
Assist Alexandria Archaeology at 
a public dig. The dig day includes 

an introduction to the history and 
archaeology of the Shuter’s Hill site, 
a site tour and the opportunity to sift 
through excavated soil and assist with 
artifact processing. Pre-registration 
and a $5 donation is required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Shuter’s Hill site at the Ma-
sonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/Archaeology 

JULY 9

GEEK TOUR: BEHIND THE 
SCENES The Apothecary Museum 
hosts a specialty extended tour led by 
an expert guide, who will walk guests 
through the rarely open basement and 
the third floor of the historic pharmacy. 
Admission is $15 per person and the 
event is recommended for adults only.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Lead-
beater Apothecary Museum, 
105 to 107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

PICNIC THEATRE COMPANY 
PRESENTS Just in time for the 
Woodlawn and Pope-Leighey House’s 
150th birthday picnic series, The 
Picnic Theatre Company is back 
with a brand-new production of “Hay 
Fever,” a Noel Coward play. For the 
first time ever, this is to be performed 
at the Pope-Leighey House. Event 
will be held rain or shine. If inclem-
ent weather prevents an outside 
performance, the event will move 
to a brand new tent space. Tickets 
available now, dinner options available 
to all ticket buyers after June 21.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Woodlawn and 
Pope-Leighey House, 9000 

Richmond Highway
Information: 703-570-6906 
or http://www.woodlawnpope-
leighey.org/new-events-1/ 

JULY 12

CANAL CENTER CONCERT 
SERIES Performance by Wes 
Tucker and Arch Alcantara, featuring 
contemporary rock. Come enjoy a 
lunchtime concert in a beautiful 
amphitheater setting along the 
waterfront. Offered in partnership 
with American Real Estate Partners.
Time: Noon
Location: Canal Center Pla-
za, 44 Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592

JULY 14 & 15

ALEXANDRIA COMCAST 
OUTDOOR FILM FESTIVAL 
Comcast and the City of Alexan-
dria welcome you back to scenic 
Waterfront Park for the 14th Annual 
Comcast Outdoor Film Festival. 
Located just one block from King 
Street on the Potomac River, this 
film festival includes two nights of 
free outdoor movies on our four-story 
movie screen. Bring your low beach 
chair, blanket, family and friends 
to this fun annual event and watch 
family favorite “Moana” and the 
blockbuster “Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story” with the stars above and the 
Potomac River as the backdrop.
Time: All day event 
Location: Alexandria Water-
front Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 240-838-9112

JULY 15

DUMP YOUR JUNK The Carlyle 
District invites Alexandria residents 
to kick off a green-friendly event 
that allows them to dump their junk 
for free at John Carlyle Square Park 
on this Saturday morning. Partner-
ing organizations include College 
Hunks Hauling Junk and Shred It.  
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: John Carlyle Square 
Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
Information: www.alexan-
driaVA.gov/carlylefun 

ARTIST-LED TOURS Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum is offering free admis-
sion to give visitors an opportunity to 
see “Centennial of the Everyday” and 
meet the artists who created it. This 
public art exhibition features layers 
upon layers of artistic interventions 
tucked in among Gadsby’s exhibits. 
Time: 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 143 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT This 
city concert series features a 
performance by Michael Hoover’s 
“Memories of Elvis,” Elvis Tribute. 
Bringing chairs or a blanket and 
a picnic supper is encouraged.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Park Amphi-
theater, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-5592

JULY 16 – 23

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL The Balalaika and Domra 
Association of America’s 39th annual 
convention will take place at the 
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Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 

BEST
Soft Shells
in Old Town Are Here!

Reservations Recommended

LEGAL NOTICE

SEE EVENTS                   | 17
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Legally Blonde                    7/22 - 8/12

This musical is so much fun, 
it should be illegal! Based on 
the much-loved movie,  
this modern musical will take 
you on a journey of  
self-discovery with Elle, all 
while enjoying the ridiculously 
playful and entertaining  
song-and-dance numbers.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Holiday Inn and Suites in Old Town 
from July 16 to 23. Musicians from 
Russia, Ukraine, Europe, Canada 
and the U.S. will meet for a week 
of rehearsals, performances and 
master classes in Russian folk music, 
song and dance. A July 22 Russian 
Festival Concert at Schlesinger Hall 
will conclude this event and will 
feature a 100-piece Russian folk 
instrument orchestra, the largest 
such group in the world. Admission is 
$30 for adults, $25 for seniors, $20 
for students and $5 for children.
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, 3001 Beauregard St.
Information: http://www.bdaa.com/ 

JULY 17 – 21

ARCHAEOLOGY SUMMER 
CAMP Help Alexandria’s city archae-
ologists excavate a real archaeological 
site. Learn professional excavating, 
recording and artifact processing 
methods. Uncover Alexandria’s 
buried past while protecting the 
city’s valuable historic resources. 
Appropriate for ages 12 to 15. Camp 
is every day from July 17 to 21. 
Admission costs $400 per student.
Time: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeol-
ogy Museum, 105 N. Union St. 
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/archaeology

JULY 18

GENEALOGY TALK John Philip 
Colletta, Ph.D., shows how to use 
multiple sources to assemble vivid 

accounts of historic ancestral events 
and create biographies of your ances-
tors. This event is free to the public.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m..
Location: Hollin Hall Senior 
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road 
Information: www.mvgenealogy.org 

JULY 18 – 20

HISTORY MINI-CAMP Come join 
in on the fun! Clio’s Kids introduces 
children to American history and life in 
historic Alexandria through artifacts, 
storytelling, singing, crafts, old-fash-
ioned games and visits to nearby 
historic places. The theme this year 
is “Time Travelers.” Campers will go 
back in time, exploring aspects of daily 
life in 18th-, 19th- and 20th-century 
Alexandria during each day of camp. 
Campers should come prepared for 
outside activities each day, equipped 
with sturdy walking shoes and clothing 
appropriate for the weather. Camp 
is every day from July 18 to 20. 
Appropriate ages are 5 to 7. Advanced 
registration is $105 per student. 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Lyceum, 201 
S. Washington St.  
Information: https://
shop.alexandriava.gov 

JULY 25

LEGALLY BLONDE AT THE 
LITTLE THEATRE Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum Society (GTMS) is sponsor-
ing a night at the Little Theatre for 
the production of “Legally Blonde.” 
Based on the much-loved movie, this 
musical will take you on heroine Elle’s 
journey of self-discovery. Reception 

begins at 7 p.m., performance at 8 
p.m. Admission is $35 per person.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Little Theatre of Al-
exandria, 600 Wolfe St. 
Information: http://www.
gadsbystavernmuseum.com 

JULY 26

CANAL CENTER CONCERT 
SERIES Performance by Michael 
Mulvaney, featuring blues. Come enjoy 
a lunchtime concert in a beautiful 
amphitheater setting along the 
waterfront. Offered in partnership 
with American Real Estate Partners.
Time: Noon
Location: Canal Center Pla-
za, 44 Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592

JULY 29

THE ART OF HISTORY Take 
a 60-minute tour of this special 
summer exhibit as you learn from 
museum staff about how history and 
art merge to create a rich tapestry of 
Alexandria history. Each work in the 
exhibit is grounded in local history, 
while connecting to contemporary 
art approaches. Reminiscent of Fred 
Wilson’s “Mining the Museum,” the 
“Centennial of the Everyday” draws 
on how art can be used to highlight 
the complex narratives embedded in 
history. Reservations are required; 
admission is $15 per person. 
Time: 10 to 11 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.  
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx 
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IRON CODE #12

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580
POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY

MONUMENTS
& MORE

Experience Georgetown, Mount Vernon, 
National Mall & more by water. 
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

                - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
It is time to rein in the 

rampant disregard of the pub-
lic trust by the Alexandria 
City Council. 

Congressman Don Beyer 
has just introduced the Fair 
Representation Act, which 
advocates multi-member con-
gressional districts for elec-
tions in states with six or more 
members.  Beyer indicated 
that Congress instituted sin-
gle-member districts in 1842, 
because at-large elections 
could be used as a “partisan 
tool.” In a recent opinion ar-
ticle, he cites the example of 
Massachusetts, which has had 
nine congressional seats held 
by Democrats for the past 

20 years, although nearly a 
quarter of voters in the state 
are registered Republicans.  
He states that these Repub-
licans feel “left out and dis-
illusioned.” In order to have 
some diversity, he makes the 
case for ranked choice voting 
in districts, in which voters 
would rank the candidates.  

This would also make 
sense for electing Alexandria 
City Council members, who 
are currently elected at-large, 
but are out of touch with their 
constituents as they address 
their own agendas.  They reg-
ularly vote 6-1 or 7-0 on ev-
ery issue, despite continued 
opposition by the citizenry on 
most of them. Of all the major 

decisions made by this coun-
cil just this year, it is nearly 
impossible to point out any 
“real wins.”

Essentially, it appears that 
they vote against the wishes 
of their “constituents” 100 
percent of the time. Examples 
of this behavior are plentiful, 
to include draconian tax in-
creases and fees assessments; 
potential establishment of an-
other special tax zone (name-
ly the BID); a mammoth debt 
(over half a billion dollars) 
and a $90 million a year debt 
service; a proliferation of ho-
tels despite a 70+ percent oc-
cupancy rate; continuing to 
rubber stamp developments 

City council needs reform

SEE REFORM                  | 20

When times are low, as they unmistakably have 
been in Alexandria recently, sometimes a good old dis-
play of patriotism is just what the doctor ordered.

Yes, we are undeniably divided as a country right 
now between R and D, red and blue, coast and heart-
land. Alexandria is no different from the rest of the 
country in our divisions.

And yet, when we gather together to celebrate In-
dependence Day, as we did Tuesday with fireworks, 
cookouts and parades or as we will Saturday at Alex-
andria’s annual birthday celebration, the focus is on 
our commonality as Americans. On these days of ritual 
festivities, we honor our national symbols and songs, 
those who worked and fought so valiantly more than 
240 years ago for our independence and those who still 
sacrifice for our freedom and safety.

On days like these, we gather together in backyards 
for amateur fireworks shows, on the National Mall in 
D.C. or at Oronoco Bay Park in Alexandria for magnif-
icent displays. In so doing, distinctions of race, class 
and political identity fade away. We are all simply 
Americans, having a good time together.

There is no doubt that the City of Alexandria, and 
the community of Del Ray in particular, has been 
rocked – first by the posting of racist flyers around 
town and then the June 14 shooting at Simpson Field by 
a seemingly deranged leftist.

The flyers were an apparent response, though no 
group or individuals have claimed responsibility, to alt-
right leader Richard Spencer being angrily confronted 
in a local gym by Georgetown professor C. Christine 
Fair. The shooting was horrific and left emotional scars 
on many in the community, to go along with bullet 
holes in buildings and fences.

Right then left, profanity then violence. The on-
slaught feels relentless and we are all tired of it.

So head to Oronoco Bay Park on Saturday night. 
Listen to our local officials make patriotic speeches. 
Listen to the Alexandria Symphony play songs that 
celebrate our remarkable country. Watch the fireworks 
and, yes, have a piece of birthday cake.

This week, as we celebrate our amazing city and 
beloved country, would be a good time to renew our 
vows. Let’s recommit to identifying as Americans and 
Alexandrians first, and as part of any group or par-
ty second. Let’s relegate our views to being just that, 
opinions we hold, and not the prism that informs our 
self-image.

Unity is a conscious choice, as is honoring a com-
mitment of any kind. During this week of celebrating 
our country and city, let’s all make a renewed effort to 
focus on what binds us, rather than what divides us. 

We will be both happier and safer if we do.

Patriotic celebrations 
are the perfect anti-
dote to recent events
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My View | By Stephen Nash

To the editor:
A few weeks ago, I was 

looking at old clippings of 
newspaper articles from the 
1970s, ’80s, ’90s and early 
2000s corresponding to the 
City of Alexandria’s Young 
Democrats chapter.  These 
articles were related to policy 
positions that this youth-led 
organization was lobbying 
for in our community.  They 
also showcased events that 
served as training ground 
for future elected officials in 
and outside the city. 

After 2010, everything 
started to change.  It was 
clear that this organiza-
tion was no longer captur-
ing young professionals 
that lived in our communi-
ty.  The group finally went 
entirely dormant in 2013.

This dormancy is not a 
symptom of people leav-
ing, but of a change in in-
terests.  Political entities 
were undergoing transfor-
mation as these interests 
changed the way we looked 
at politics.  Congress was 
becoming more bitter and 
dysfunctional.  We became 
indifferent to the constant 
threat of a federal govern-
ment shutdown or to the veto 
sessions of the General As-
sembly in Richmond.  

The level of dysfunction 
also spilled into Democratic 
politics.  The Young Dem-
ocrats now compete within 
a social media driven, 24/7, 
140-character world.  As 
the vision and priority 
of the Democratic Party 
changed, so did its demo-
graphics.  The misuse and 
misunderstanding of social 
media was rampant.  Echo 
chambers formed as a closed 
infinite loop was appar-
ent.  We lost track of the part 
where we reach out to those 
who have opposing views to 
improve our ideas: we only 

saw this as compromise in-
stead of enhancing our pro-
posals.  

A rightfully deserved 
generational clash also 
occurred.  After all, four 
years of dormancy is reason 
enough to be skeptical of any 
new attempt to open up the 
doors and begin anew.  This 
is a similar issue that is tak-
ing place in American poli-
tics.  It is at the heart of pol-
itics abroad as well (may we 
not forget Brexit). 

My generation has 
learned the hard way: elec-
tions have consequenc-
es.  Alexandria is not exempt 
from this fact.

As newly elected presi-
dent of the Alexandria Young 
Democrats, I have often 
wondered: is this organiza-
tion still relevant?  I believe 
it is.  As young families, 
professionals and students 
struggle through the hurdles 
of the toxic and dysfunction-
al political atmosphere, there 
is a sense of doing some-
thing worthwhile.  I believe 
that our generation wants to 
work together with people 
throughout the age, gender, 
racial, economic and politi-
cal spectrum to improve our 
community.

Often I see the avoid-
ance of talking about par-
tisan politics for a sup-
posedly “non-partisan” 
approach.  Being partisan 
and challenging your ideas 
is what makes our democ-
racy work.  Being civil and 
listening to opposing views 
should be a mechanism of 
improvement, not compro-
mise.  It is beside the point if 
your ideas are more focused 
into Democratic or Republi-
can principles – the import-
ant part is that we need to get 
involved and start talking.

- Ricardo Alfaro, 
Alexandria

Young Democrats, 
are we relevant?

 It's a little mystery that 
Alexandria-area voters have 
almost figured out, but not 
quite. Why are the realtors, 
the health industry, the beer 
wholesalers and bankers, 
coal operators and electric 
utilities shoving all that cash 
into the Virginia legislature?

"Puzzles plus money pro-
duce the view that the money 
explains the puzzles," legal 
scholar Lawrence Lessig has 
written. "In a line: We don’t 
trust our government."

If he's talking about you, 
you have lots of company. 
Three-quarters of American 
voters – nearly equal num-
bers in both parties – are 
convinced that Congress is 
for sale. Given its record, 
the Virginia legislature can't 
make a credible claim to 
higher public confidence, ei-
ther. 

William Black, a former 
bank regulator, summa-
rizes the ordinary citizen's 
street-level, tragic view when 
he writes "a campaign contri-
bution always generates the 
best return on investment."  
But your government's 
yours, not Dominion Ener-
gy's. It's not for the benefit of 
the roster of corporate high 
rollers that have given large 
amounts to this area's law-
makers, although we keep 
electing them.

So the missing puzzle 
piece is this: if they're mak-
ing monkeys of us and we 
know it, what can we do 
about it? You can find the an-
swer in Roanoke. 

Start here: 45 House of 
Delegates candidates so far, 
mostly Democrats, have 
pledged that they'll refuse 
to accept campaign cash 
from Appalachian Power and 
Dominion Energy, the two 
state-regulated electric pow-
er monopolies.

But Roanoke Democrat 
Sam Rasoul, a 35-year-old 
management consultant who 
has served in the House of 
Delegates since 2014, has 
gone even further. He has 
announced that he'll refuse 
campaign donations not only 
from Dominion and Appala-
chian, but any "gifts" above 
$5,000 from anyone. In fact, 
he will take no more cam-
paign cash at all from special 
interest PACS and corpora-
tions. 

Rasoul's a Democrat, 
but “it is conservatives who 
should be leading the fight 
for campaign-finance re-
form,” Richard Painter of the 
University of Minnesota Law 
School has written. “Why 
should conservative voters 
care? First, big money in pol-
itics encourages big govern-
ment. ... When politicians are 
dependent on campaign mon-
ey from contractors and lob-
byists, they’re incapable of 
holding spending programs 
to account.”

So whether you're conser-
vative, green, libertarian or 
liberal, here's the question: 
can your legislator explain 
why it's OK to accept "do-
nations" from the two pow-
er companies and still cast 
votes on  legislation that af-

fects not only their profits, 
but also our electric bills and, 
crucially, our environment? 
For that matter, why is it le-
gitimate to take money from 
any corporate interests who 
also have legislative needs 
that should not pre-empt the 
public interest?

 The nonprofit, non-par-
tisan Virginia Public Access 
Project provides local data. 
Alexandria-area Delegate 
Charniele Herring (D-46) 
has gotten more than $27,000 
from Dominion Energy. 
State Senator Dick Saslaw 
(D-35) has accepted a whop-
ping $298,000 from Domin-
ion (and $184,000 from the 
Virginia Banker’s Associa-
tion). Other area state sena-
tors whom Dominion likes 
well enough: Adam Ebbin 
(D-30) has gotten $11,500 
and George Barker (D-39), 
$14,000. 

Meanwhile, those same 
public servants who take Do-
minion's money have voted 
on countless Dominion-re-
lated bills, listened to the 
pitches of the sturdy corps 
of Dominion lobbyists, and 
then handed the company a 
lengthening series of legis-
lative home runs worth hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
– perhaps a billion or two 
by some estimates. And they 
routinely vote on legislation 
affecting the bankers, real-
tors, beer wholesalers, the 
health industry and their oth-
er benefactors.

Don't accept their easy 
answer: "I need the money to 
get elected." Vermont, Con-
necticut and Arizona have 
figured that out, with vol-
untary donation limits and 
public financing for candi-
dates. Is your state senator or 
delegate pushing, noisily, for 

Make Virginia lawmakers take the 
pledge on corporate donations

Stephen Nash

SEE PLEDGE                  | 20
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that? Why not? Never too late to start.
This isn't a partisan issue. In fact, 

Dominion has given more than $7.5 
million to legislators of both parties 
since 2006, with $826,000 given in 
2016’-17 alone. It is Virginia's top 
corporate donor. Its biggest recipient 
is a Democrat, though the Republi-
cans have taken in more Dominion 
donation, overall. These are odd bed-
fellows for the Dems. Dominion is a 
member of the destructive ultra-rad-
ical American Legislative Exchange 
Council. That's a polluter's fan club, 
bankrolled by the Koch brothers, 
who've made most of their tens of bil-
lions in the fossil fuel industry. ALEC 
promotes climate-science denial and 
efforts to block clean energy in state 
legislatures around the nation.

So ask each of your legislators and 
candidates: Will you pledge to reject 
that kind of campaign cash from now 
on? Can you at least decline donations 
from the state-regulated utilities, 
Dominion Energy and Appalachian 
Power? If you think it's okay to accept 
their money, then will you pledge to 
abstain from voting on legislation in-
volving those interests? 

And get 'em on the record. We'd all 
like to know.

Stephen Nash is the author of 
“Virginia Climate Fever — How 

Climate Change Will Transform Our 
Cities, Shorelines and Forests,” 

published by the University of Vir-
ginia Press, as well as the forth-

coming “Grand Canyon for Sale: 
Public Lands and Private Interests 

in the Era of Climate Change.”

(with parking reductions for all of 
them), which has caused a lack of park-
ing and other woes; and the ignoring of 
traffic lawlessness on all our streets. 
Those shortcomings and a host of oth-
ers have contributed to a sense of cyn-
icism about city council members.  We 
citizens in Alexandria also feel “left out 
and disillusioned.”

I can just see my direct ancestor 
George Mason IV spinning in his grave. 
He was a member of the first Alexan-
dria City Council, and it would surely 
cause this first Council much pain to 
witness the current council’s total disre-
gard for its erstwhile constituents. Only 
the mayor is totally engaged in a con-
structive manner to solving our many 

complex issues. 
We need to come up with a much 

better way to elect our City Council 
“representatives.”  We can use an elec-
tion ranking process similar to the one 
advocated by Beyer’s proposal, or estab-
lish a ward system so the each individu-
al member of council is accountable to 
some portion of the population. Another 
way would be to have seats apportioned 
by voter registration, in which case, one 
quarter of the Alexandria City Council 
seats would be Republican.  Term limits 
would also allow for some diversity.  

A one party system has no checks 
and balances, which is essential for the 
well-being of any organization.  

- Townsend A. “Van” 
Van Fleet, Alexandria

REFORM                            FROM  | 18

PLEDGE                           FROM  | 19Filling in the Blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

Lessons that last 
throughout the summer

In my last column, I men-
tioned the many opportunities 
for summer learning that we 
are offering our students. Yet 
even for our students enjoying 
a summer break away from 
our schools, there are lessons 
they learned throughout the 
regular school year that allow 
them to appreciate summer to 
the fullest.

Most of us have fond mem-
ories of long summer days 
spent swimming and riding 
our bikes. We at Alexandria 
City Public Schools want to 
ensure our kids can enjoy these 
healthy outdoor activities in 
the safest manner possible. 
This past school year saw the 
introduction of two pilot pro-
grams with this goal in mind. 

At James K. Polk elemen-
tary, 37 fourth grade students 
received a series of swim les-
sons at the Chinquapin Aquat-
ics Facility. The goal of the 
program is to ensure students 
learn basic water safety skills, 
enabling them to feel more 
comfortable and confident in 
the water. The program was 
done in cooperation with city’s 
Department of Recreation, 
Parks and Cultural Activities, 
and also received support from 
ACPS partner Shoppers Food 
Warehouse. USA Swimming, 
Make A Splash and Pool Safe-
ty also provided guidance.

Mount Vernon Community 
School was part of a pilot to 
help students understand bike 
safety. ACPS and the Alexan-
dria Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee (BPAC) 
raised more than $12,000 for 
the pilot program, enabling 
the purchase of new bikes, 
helmets and various related 
resources. We hope to expand 

these programs to additional 
schools in coming years.

July is also the month we 
celebrate the birthdays of our 
nation and our city. One of the 
most crucial responsibilities 
of public education in teach-
ing our young people how to 
be responsible members of our 
civil society. Our curriculum 
includes instruction in gov-
ernment and civics from our 
youngest students to our high 
school seniors. 

One fine example is the win 
for T.C. Williams High School 
students in the We the People 
competition. T.C. Williams 
seniors in RaAlim Shabazz’s 
Honors 12 Virginia and U.S. 
Government class won the 
Northern Virginia Regional 
“We the People” competition. 
The team captured the Dis-
trict Championship in 2013 
and 2014 and has now been 
crowned the 2016 Champion 
for Northern Virginia.  

However you and your 
family are spending your time 
this summer, I wish you all the 
special joys that come with 
this season.

.
The writer is chair of the  

Alexandria City 
School Board.

Ramee Gentry

The Alexandria Times is your  
hometown newspaper.

Send your comments and  
letters at alextimes.com.
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Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What changes would you like to see to the 
BID proposal over the summer? 
0% Revised boundaries 9% List of services
2% New budget  21% All of the above  
68% None of the above; I don’t want a BID

This Week 
Do you think a new restaurant can last at 
100 King St.? 
A. Yes    B. No
C. Undecided

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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In March 2006, archaeolo-
gists at the Alexandria archae-
ology division of the city’s 
Office of Historic Alexandria 
received a call that something 
unexpected was found be-
neath the street surface and 
might be of interest.  This was 
a common occurrence, as city 
workers routinely contact the 
agency when artifacts or evi-
dence of underground struc-
tures is discovered during the 
installation or maintenance on 
city streets. In this case, it was 
a sewer line being installed 
at the corner of Gibbon and 
South Pitt streets.

Steven J. Shephard re-
sponded to the call and was 
surprised to find what was 
later identified as a 19th cen-
tury municipal fire well, left 
almost completely intact be-
low ground after it was aban-
doned in the first half of the 
20th century.  Such wells 
were routine in Old Town 
during this time, and the 
above-ground section of the 
water pump apparatus includ-
ed at least two levers to pump 
water.  As seen above in this 
image of a similar Alexandria 
pump from the period, a one-
foot iron lever (just above the 
barrel) was available to the 
public for general use, while a 
larger 42-inch iron lever high 
up could quickly pump huge 
amounts of water into fire 
equipment during a confla-
gration.

The Gibbon Street well 

was a circular dry-laid brick 
cylinder, nine feet in diameter 
and eight feet deep, and was 
found filled with water. The 
top of the well was covered 
with wide wooden boards.

Laid over rough timber 
supporting joists in the cen-
ter of this decking, there was 
a hole cut though to pro-
vide vertical access to the 
pump, fashioned out of a 
nine-foot-long, one-foot-di-
ameter wooden pole, bored 
with a 2-and-a-half-inch hole 
through its length.  The bot-
tom of the hole was plugged 
with a wooden dowel and 
another two-inch hole was 
drilled crosswise through the 
diameter of the pole about a 

foot from the bottom. When 
either pump handle was 
pulled, water would be drawn 
into the horizontal hole, and 
then upward through the ver-
tical shaft to filled the void of 
the displaced air inside, emp-
tying at the water facet just 
above the street.

Above the street surface, 
the top two feet of the pump 
shaft consisted of a cone-
shaped piece of wood with an 
iron collar at its bottom end 
and its narrow end tapered at 
the top. 

A separate piece of wood 
was fitted over the upper end 
of the pump timber, which had 
been tapered to a narrower di-
ameter to fit into this second 

piece. The two pieces were 
then tightly bound together, 
appearing as one single tim-
ber.  At Gibbon Street, when 
the pump was abandoned, the 
top portion was simply bro-
ken off, preserving the below 
grade technology under the 
street, which extended far un-
der the sidewalk as well.  The 
weight of the waterlogged 
pump was estimated at about 
400 pounds.

The fire well was one of 
284 such wells across Old 
Town recorded on Sanborn 
Insurance maps of the peri-
od.  An investigation of late 
19th-century Sandborn maps 
found that the Gibbon Street 
well was not present in 1891, 
but was located on the 1896 
map, providing the five-year 
window for the date of its con-
struction.  After the well was 
dismantled and investigated 
in 2006, the bottom of the 
well was sampled and found 
to contain gray sand. No ar-
tifacts were observed inside 
the well. The water was then 
pumped out and archaeolo-
gists appropriately recorded 
the structure, as is the city 
standard procedure. The brick 
well structure was left intact 
in the ground and was filled 
with gravel to allow for the 
installation for the sewer line.

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

The discovery on Gibbon Street

PHOTO COURTESY OF OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
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Weekly Words

63 Bathsheba’s husband
64 Repetitive musical piece
65 Muddies, as the water
66 Apartment, to a landlord
67 Pitching scout’s gun
68 Eastmost figure on a sundial
73 How the marble installer liked his 

bacon served?
74 Signature things?
75 Minuscule amount
76 Prefix with “physical”
77 Grand in scope
78 Descartes or Lalique
79 Work done by forces of dynes
82 Round root vegetable
83 International Paris-based org.
84 Trident-shaped letter or inflation 

letters
86 They give you fits

87 Extreme military exercise
88 German industrial city
90 Necessities for entering some 

clubs
94 It’s in the Bay of Naples
95 Anyone’s two cents
96 Certain songbird
97 Some Greek cheeses
98 Big name in toy manufacturing
99 Rugged mountain crest
100 Easiest way to settle a debt
101 Dillon in “Gunsmoke”
103 Enemy leader?
104 Final notice?
105 Short run
106 Volcano in Sicily
107 Stone paving block
109 “Bon” or “mon” trailer
110 ___ Jones Industrial Average

GETTING ONE’S ILL By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1 Classic Halloween song, “Monster 

___”
5 Dad’s brother, to you
10 Hanging on one’s every word
14 Severely needing refinement
19 Common singing range for women
20 Starter TV episode
21 Home of Adam and Eve
22 Prefix meaning “sun”
23 They precede raising a family, 

often
27 Easily offended or tender
28 Miner’s exit
29 Blackberry drupe
30 A sex
31 Group not doing clerical work?
32 Cracker toppings for the well-

heeled
33 Seance visitor, supposedly
37 Text attachments, sometimes
38 Relatives
39 Small crown
41 Animated wolf movie of 2010
48 “I knew it all ___!”
49 Nimble and quick
51 Oft-climbed thing
52 Leatherworking punching tools
53 Couple thousand pounds
54 Habitation of some wild animals
55 One swinging for the fences
57 Acquire through hard work
58 Unrelenting, as a lecture
60 “Beloved” writer Morrison
61 Ballet handrail
62 What nosy people are?
69 Left the bed
70 Carmaker no more
71 Nymph of river and lakes, in Greek 

myth

72 Dryer trap catchings
73 Light-minded pursuit?
76 Skirt covering much
77 Bard’s before
80 ___-to-order
81 Country singer McCoy
82 ___ carotene
83 One of two train berths
85 Like a pleasantly brief speech
89 Removing suds
91 Donkey relative
92 On a naval mission
93 Uses salt in winter
94 Like some liberties or wars
97 Place for a slugger to walk to
99 Long football pass trajectories
101 Large envelope type
102 Sword part
103 Numbers often found in parenthe-

ses
108 Take advantage of one part while 

rejecting the rest
111 More genuine and honest
112 Palindromic address with a letter 

missing
113 Any group of eight
114 Fails to be
115 Mambo King Puente and a Jackson
116 Escape in the sea?
117 Milk by-products
118 “Is-so” link

DOWN
1 Sheffield rain slickers
2 Cosmetic emollient
3 Render senseless
4 ___ d’oeuvres
5 Like Albany’s position in New York
6 Nero’s zero
7 Novelist Barker or Cussler

8 It’s not quite a full run
9 Seventh Greek letter
10 Emulating scarlet?
11 Give entry to
12 Like many Irish bogs
13 Nitro relative
14 American of Mexican descent
15 Send in a payment
16 With no escort
17 Air-filled cavity of the skull
18 Edamame beans, e.g.
24 Comic’s asset
25 Anti-discrimination org.
26 Speedier or quicker
31 Easter flower
33 “Shoo!”
34 Equestrian sport
35 Pumped item
36 Howard the “Arrested Develop-

ment” narrator
37 Wife VI for Henry VIII
38 Football injury site, often
40 Romanov royals
42 Story topping the others
43 Class for creative high schoolers
44 Roam, raid and plunder
45 Pitchers used as trophies
46 Harsh-lighting result
47 What may come before “your 

request”
50 Air-freshener scent
54 Money of Romania
55 Stocks’ partner
56 “No ifs, ___ or buts”
58 Member of the family
59 Grounded digit?
60 Type of powder
61 Reptile with quite a squeeze
62 Prevents hysteria

DEATH NOTICES
WILLIAM “BILLY” DAVIS (48), of Alexandria,  
July 2, 2017
WILLIAM KINCANNON (94), of Alexandria,  
July 1, 2017
MALCOLM WEAVER, of Alexandria, June 28, 2017
KATHERINE ANDERSON (89), of Alexandria, June 
17, 2017
VINCENT VALLE JR., of Alexandria, June 18, 2017
BERNADETTE COURTNEY, of Alexandria,  
June 19, 2017
ZACHARY WALES (20), formerly of Alexandria,  
June 19, 2017
HILARY BATEMAN (50), formerly of Alexandria, 
June 21, 2017
MARIE GEORGE (72), of Alexandria, April 15, 2017
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS 

ESTATE AUCTION Arlington 
Townhome MONDAY 7/10 2:00p.m., 
Approx. 1,677 s/f, 3 Level Brick 
2-Master Bedrooms, 2.5-Bath, 
Finished Basement Patio, Garage, 
Driveway 3309 5th St. South, 
Arlington VA 22204 Opening Bid 
$250,000; 
List Price $625,000 www.
PrimeAuctionSolutions.com, CALL 
703-889-8949 VA#975
 
AUCTION Construction 
Equipment & Trucks 8/1 @ 9 AM, 
Richmond, VA Excavators, Dozers, 
Road Tractors, Loaders, Dump 
Trucks, Trailers & More! Accepting 
Consignments Daily 3600 
Deepwater Terminal Rd. Motleys.
com • 804-232-3300 • VAAL#16

REAL ESTATE AUCTION. Pulaski 
Co., VA. August 4. 14 properties, 
including 2 fully-leased apartment 
buildings in Dublin, 66+/- ac. 
mountain land tract, house, and 
building lots. All properties, except 
apartment buildings, will be sold 
Absolute. For information, visit 
woltz.com or call Jonna McGraw 
(VA#2434) at 540-309-3560 
(mobile). Woltz & Associates, Inc. 
(VA#321), Real Estate Brokers & 
Auctioneers 800-551-3588.

HELP WANTED/
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-
1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-
614-6500; Front Royal/Winchester 
800-454-1400

MISC 
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension.  In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext. 300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 
+ $86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2017 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR #201700193
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 709 A Prince Street
Applicant: Teresa and Sean 
Connaughton

CASE BAR #201700194
Request for alterations and an 
addition at 709 A Prince Street
Applicant: Teresa and Sean 
Connaughton

CASE BAR #201700208
Request for alterations at 121 
Quay Street
Applicant: Patricia Hall 

CASE BAR #201700209
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 123 Quay Street
Applicant: Elizabeth Germain

CASE BAR #201700210
Request for alterations and an 
addition at 123 Quay Street
Applicant: Elizabeth Germain

CASE BAR #201700216
Request for alterations at 1310 
Michigan Avenue
Applicant: Gregg Brinegar

CASE BAR #201700217
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 600 North 
Washington Street
Applicant: Bank of America NA

CASE BAR #201700218
Request for alterations at 600 
North Washington Street
Applicant: Bank of America NA

CASE BAR #201700221
Request for re-approval of 
previously approved plans for 
partial demolition/capsulation at 
224 South Lee Street

Applicant: 224 South Lee Street, 
LLC

CASE BAR #201700222
Request for re-approval of 
previously approved plans for 
alterations and an addition at 224 
South Lee Street
Applicant: 224 South Lee Street, 
LLC

CASE BAR #201700225
Request for alterations at 607 
King Street
Applicant: La Tasca, Inc.

CASE BAR #201700229
Request for park improvements 
at 1 & 2 King Street (Interim 
Fitzgerald Square)
Applicant: City of Alexandria 
Department of Project 
Implementation

CASE BAR #201700230
Request for marina utility 
improvements at piers at 107 
North Union Street & 2 Queen 
Street
Applicant: City of Alexandria 
Department of Project 
Implementation

CASE BAR #201700238
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 217 Green Street
Applicant: Judith Markarian

CASE BAR #201700239
Request for alterations at 217 
Green Street 
Applicant: Judith Markarian 

CASE BAR #201700240
Request for waiver of fence height 
at 203 Cameron Street
Applicant: John Tyler & Karen 
Richardson

CASE BAR #201700241
Request for alterations at 737 
Bernard Street 
Applicant: Rebecca Spicer
Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.
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100% CASH FOR VINTAGE  
BASEBALL CARDS (1900-1972)

Private collectors in town paying all cash for vintage baseball,  
football & basketball card collections from 1900-1972 ONLY. Looking 
for complete & partial sets, star cards, higher grade commons and  

all tobacco cards.

$250,000 to spend & WE PAY ALL 
CASH and way more than dealers!

 
www.baseballcardroadshows.com 
Call now to schedule a private appointment.  

(Paul or Gary)

FRIDAY, JULY 14th 
 ROANOKE  

SATURDAY, JULY 15th  
RICHMOND  

  
804-467-7428

RETAIL MERCHANDISER
AMERICAN GREETINGS is looking for Retail 

Merchandisers in Alexandria, VA.  As a member of  our team, 
you will ensure the greeting card department is merchandised 

and maintained to provide customers the best selection of  
cards and product to celebrate life’s events. 

Apply at: WorkatAG.com.        Questions? Call 1.888.323.4192

To place an advertisement, call  
JaneHughes at 703-739-0001  

and ask for sales.
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Summertime 
and the Living is Easy…

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we  

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

DONNA CRAMER
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

there when it counts

FOR SALE

709 W Braddock Road | Braddock Heights 
5 bedrooms | 5 baths

$2,695,000

..and your living could be SO easy in this complete renovation 
and expansion in Braddock Heights! A fabulous kitchen/
great room with large pantry, custom cabinetry, high end 
appliances that will delight any chef. Library/office/media 
room.  Family room looks out to pool and terrace. Lower 
level bedroom and bath ideal for guests or au pair. Still time 
to customize this exquisite property!

149 E Reed Avenue | The Preston 
3 bedrooms | 2.55 baths

$689,900

Light-filled, fee simple, end townhouse with two-car garage 
in The Preston HOA. Wood floors on main, fireplace in living 
room. Kitchen with island, granite and stainless appliances. 
Versatile floor plan with space for breakfast nook or family 
room. Finished lower level with powder room and doors 
to patio/garden area. Amenities of the Preston Condo are 
available to the residents of the townhouses

FOR SALE


