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INSIDE

Al’s Steak House re-reopens
One year after dev-
astating fire, patrons 
line up at popular 
cheesesteak joint 

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The line was almost out the 
door hours after the lunch rush 
at Al’s Steak House Tuesday 
afternoon – and at the center 
of the activity, owner Doro-
thy Breeding was behind the 
counter taking orders.

It’s been less than a week 

since Al’s reopened at 1504 
Mount Vernon Ave. on July 21, 
but the volume of customers 
has grown each day, Breeding 
said. Some of those customers 
are returning every day and 
one customer, Breeding add-
ed, even returned three times 
in one.

The rush isn’t surprising 
given the popular local chees-
esteak eatery’s history. 

It’s been just more than a 
year since Breeding and her 
daughter, Emily Breeding, 22, 

bought the restaurant follow-
ing the death of its longtime 
owner, John Severson. 

Dorothy Breeding and her 
husband, Jim, who were raised 
in Del Ray, were regulars at 
Al’s through the years. 

“We grew up in Del Ray, so 
we’ve been coming into Al’s 
since we were kids,” Breed-
ing said. “My husband always 
joked with John, ‘When you’re 
ready to sell, let me know.’” 

After blowing double- 
digit playoff lead to end 
season, summer team 
plans for next season 

BY EVAN BERKOWITZ 

After the Alexandria Aces 
blew an 11-run sixth inning lead  
in their first and only playoff 
game, team owner Don Dinan 
couldn’t help but think of base-
ball’s other great disappoint-
ments.

“I haven’t felt this bad since 
Game Seven of the ’79 World 
Series, when the Pirates beat the 
Orioles by one run, or Game Six 
of the ’86 Mets-Red Sox, which 
is, of course, the Billy Buckner 
game,” Dinan said in an interview 
the following afternoon.

“It’s a cruel sport,” he added, 
pausing on the other end of the 
phone line. “And you can quote 
me on that.”

Despite late skid,  
Aces revel in best season yet
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Eight vandalism inci-
dents upset West End 
neighborhood
BY EVAN BERKOWITZ 

Alexandria police and fire 
officials are investigating  eight 
instances of flag vandalism 
that put some residents in the 
West End neighborhood of We-
stridge on edge from early May 
through mid-July. 

The Times directly con-
firmed five incidents of flag 
disruption — including three 
burnings and one incident 
where miniature flags were 
placed in a gutter — with af-
fected residents. Those res-
idents indirectly confirmed 
three further incidents that had 
affected their neighbors. 

The fire marshal confirmed 
all eight incidents, using 
dates and addresses, by email 
through city Spokeswoman 

String of flag 
burnings engulf 
Westridge

SEE FLAGS                      | 11

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Al's Steak House, a longtime Del Ray restaurant located at 1504 
Mount Vernon Ave., reopened for business last week.

PHOTO/ MARK BRISCOE
Blake Walker, a sophomore at Northern Illinois University, pitch-
es during the game against the Bethesda Big Train on July 19.

A bubbly ‘Blonde’
Little Theatre’s “Legally 
Blonde” is frothy fun      
Page 15
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300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

The Monarch at Old Town.  Fabulous 
penthouse views from the huge 
balcony and walls of windows.  
Upgraded with high-end finishings, 
incredible building amenities, and 
parking too.  2 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Baths

Olde Swinks Mill Estates masterpiece 
with over $250K in renovations! 
Chef’s kitchen w/ custom cabinetry 
& Swarovski crystal embellished 
handles and knobs. Sunroom over-
looking pool. 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

MCLEAN $1,750,000     ALEXANDRIA $919,000    

Pinecrest. Gourmet kitchen, Brazilian 
cherry floors on the main level, owner’s 
suite w/vaulted ceilings, loft, wood 
burning fireplace & skylights. Private 
deck, paver patio, walk-out basement & 
one car garage. 3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $523,750 

Belle Haven on the Green.  Perfectly 
located minutes from Old Town & 
revitalized Route 1 corridor.  Renovated 
Bristol model w/ refinished hardwoods, 
stainless appliances & luxurious master 
bath. 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

Bearings South, light filled, top floor, 
corner condo. Hardwood floors, 
granite counters, cherry cabinets, 
stainless appliances. Separate living 
& dining areas. Roomy bedroom 
with lots of closet space

Quaker Hill.  Bright, spacious, 1000 
sq.ft condo in super popular location.  
Highlights include fresh paint, 
new granite countertops, stainless 
appliances, Will be gone before you 
know it! 1 Bedroom + Den

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Northampton Place Penthouse!  Stun-
ningly renovated, 9 ft ceilings, floor to 
ceiling windows, hardwood floors, over 
$50K in updates, and 2 garage spaces.  
Luxury hi-rise with fabulous amenities 
just off 395. 2 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Baths.

ALEXANDRIA $469,900     

Ask UsHow!You could SAVE up to   

$10,000 in closing costs*

ALEXANDRIA $249,900     ALEXANDRIA $248,900     

Canterbury Square, top level condo 
in popular Landmark area.  Fresh 
paint, new carpet, ample closet 
space, separate dining area, roomy 
balcony.  Quick walk to shops and 
bike path access. 

ALEXANDRIA $155,900     

ALEXANDRIA $624,900    
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

The local Energy Masters 
Training Program is looking 
for volunteers in both Alex-
andria and Arlington, the city 
announced in a news release.

The program trains volun-
teers in energy efficiency, wa-
ter conservation and commu-
nity education and outreach. 
Volunteers work with families 
that live in affordable hous-
ing communities throughout 
Alexandria and Arlington to 
reduce energy costs, while 
promoting behavioral change 

that, in turn, has beneficial 
long-term environmental im-
pacts.

The program is accepting 
applications from adults and 
student apprentices for its 
fall training program, which 
will begin in late September, 
though an exact date is not yet 
available. Student apprentic-
es are required to be over 16 
years old and must be enrolled 
in high school or college. 

The Energy Masters Train-
ing Program, now in its seventh 

year, is funded in part by the 
city, among other regional or-
ganizations. Arlingtonians for 
a Clean Environment founded 
it as a partnership with the Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
and Arlington Thrive. 

The program’s affordable 
housing partners include the 
Alexandria Housing Develop-
ment Corporation, AHC Inc. 
and the Arlington County De-
partment of Human Services.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

The city is accepting ap-
plications for its annual Al-
exandria Community Police 
Academy program, accord-
ing to a news release.

The 10-week-long pro-
gram aims to provide resi-
dents with an inside look at 
the Alexandria Police De-
partment, from its policies to 

its administrative philosophy 
to the laws and ethics that 
guide officers on the job.

The program’s classes in-
clude both lectures and inter-
active activities. The classes 
will cover gangs, crime pre-
vention, crime scene investi-
gations, criminal investiga-
tions, the Special Operations 

Team and patrol operations, 
among other topics.

The academy’s classes 
will run from 6:30 to 10 p.m. 
each Wednesday between 
Sept. 6 and Nov. 15 at Police 
Headquarters, 3600 Wheeler 
Ave., in the first f loor com-
munity room. 

The class is capped at 25 

participants and applicants 
are asked to commit for all 
10 sessions. Participants are 
required to be 21 or older and 
live or work in the city. The 
program is free to the public, 
but participants are asked to 
volunteer for a minimum of 
10 hours per year after grad-
uating.  

Those interested in par-
ticipating can apply at www.
alexandriava.gov/police by 
searching Community Po-
lice Academy or contact the 
city’s volunteer office. The 
deadline for registration is 
Aug. 3.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria startup Signal 
Vine, which has an office in 
Old Town, has raised $2 mil-
lion in Series A funding, the 
company announced in a news 
release.

The startup built out an 
enterprise text message plat-
form targeted at higher educa-
tion institutions. In the same 
vein as popular platforms like 
Slack, the company describes 
its platform as a “combination 
of manual and personalized, 
platform-generated messages 
in the same message flow.” 

The funding was secured 
from New Markets Venture 
Partners, a Maryland-based 
early- and growth-stage ven-
ture capital firm. 

Signal Vine itself was start-
ed three years ago.  CEO Bri-
an Kathman said the company 
will put the funding toward 
product development in ma-
chine learning and platform 
analytics, while also using it 
to invest further in sales and 
marketing. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Application process for annual community police academy begins

Volunteers sought for city’s en-
ergy masters training program

Alexandria-based startup raises 
$2 million in Series A funding

Crowds and Clouds

    PHOTO/AMY STROHM
People make their way through the vendors and other visitors on 
Washington Avenue. Despite the rainy weather, the Del Ray Music 
Festival drew a large crowd of all ages.  
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Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Every Thursday Night

1/2 Price on a 
Bottle of Wine

Enjoy
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CRIME

Police are investigating 
two incidents in Alexandria 
throughout the weekend that 
involved shots being fired.

The first incident, reported 
on Sunday at 10:58 p.m., in-
volved a weapons violation on 
the 200 block of South Whiting 
Street. Although multiple shots 
were fired, no injuries were re-
ported.

The second incident oc-
curred on the 200 block of 
South Reynolds Street on Mon-
day, with the police reporting 
it at 5:26 p.m. Again, multiple 

shots were fired, but no injuries 
transpired.

The two incidents occurred 
in close proximity to one an-
other, on opposite sides of 
South Van Dorn Street. Al-
exandria Police Spokeswom-
an Laura Binz said no ar-
rests have been made in the 
incidents so far, and, at this 
point in the investigation, she 
said she couldn’t speculate on 
whether or not the incidents 
are related.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

An Alexandria woman 
has died after a ma-
licious wounding 
on the evening of 
July 10.

The Alexandria 
Police Department 
responded to re-
ports of an uncon-
scious woman on 
the ground outside 
a building on the 
4900 block of Seminary 
Road at 11:42 p.m. that Mon-
day.

The woman was uncon-

scious when officers arrived 
and was trans-
ported to an area 
hospital. The 
suspect, who 
police named 
as Alexandria 
resident Robert 
Coleman, 26, al-
legedly assault-
ed the victim, 
Fedelia Montiel 

Benitiez, 39, when she was 
leaving a convenience store 
in the building, police said.

Montiel Benitiez died of 

her injuries at a hospital on 
July 20. The Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner 
ruled her death a homicide.

Coleman, who was ar-
rested on July 11, is charged 
with malicious wounding.

There have been three 
murders so far in Alexandra 
this year. In comparison, in 
2016, there were seven ho-
micides. All but two of the 
homicides that occurred in 
2016 have been solved.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria woman dies two weeks 
after malicious wounding

Robert Coleman

Two weapons violations 
over two-day period

The Alexandria Times is 
your hometown newspaper.

To place an advertisement  
call sales at  703-739-0001  

and ask for Jane Hughes.
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REMODELING ALEXANDRIA 
HOMES SINCE 1961.
Reimagine your home and let our low cost, proprietary CaseStudyTM planning process help. We’ll collaborate on ideas, 
document every inch of your space, develop three unique design options – provided in 3D virtual renderings – and 
include budgeting information and timelines. It’s all of the details you need to make informed decisions. And if you 
don’t like what you see, you get your money back – your CaseStudyTM is 100% guaranteed.

Since 1961, Case has designed and built more of the finest kitchens, bathrooms, additions, and interior spaces than any 
other local remodeler. Our entire focus is turning dreams into reality. Let us help you get started today.  
Visit casedesign.com or call 800.750.9399 to schedule your free design consultation today.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN VA  |  DC  |  MD

ADDITIONS | BATHS | CONDOS | EXTERIORS | KITCHENS

REMODELING.
REIMAGINED. 
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Dentures starting at

Economy Single Arch

$325
$100

Routine
Tooth 
Extraction
Per tooth

Starting At

Free
Consult
& X-Ray FOR NEW  PAT IENTS

Smile : ) 
like you mean it.

Prince William Square 
Shopping Center

14228 Smoketown Road, 
Woodbridge, VA       

Come see the Affordable Difference.
Same-day dentures at prices well below the competition. 
Call 1-800-DENTURE® or visit AffordableDentures.com

Call for Appointment  703-491-0570

02167-5

OFF
EconomyPlus 
or Higher Style 
Denture

$50

Offer good only at designated location. $50 denture discount good on any one 
individual denture purchase at the EconomyPlus level or higher – Coupon must 

be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other 
coupon, discount, package price or prior order. Offer may change or end without 

notice. Limit one coupon per person. Minimum estimated value of Consult and 
X-Ray is $75, and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. Same-day service on Economy  

Dentures in most cases, call for details. Additional fees may be incurred  
depending on individual cases.  Advertised fees effective through 8/31/17.   

Coupon expires 8/31/17 and may change without notice.  

Affordable Dentures - 
Woodbridge    
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP
Daniel Dafo, DDS
General Dentists

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Years later, after Severson 
was diagnosed with lung can-
cer, that joking turned to ac-
tual negotiations. Every time 
Severson and Breeding got 
close to a deal, however, Sev-
erson would decide against it, 
saying he couldn’t commit to 
selling just yet. It wasn’t until 
after Severson’s death on Aug. 
15, 2015, that his son, John 
“Bo” Severson, approached 
the Breedings again.

The sale was made final in 
June 2016, and the Breedings 
officially opened the restau-
rant a month later on July 6  – 
a day of highs and lows for the 
family. Five hours after the 
restaurant’s doors opened for 
the first time in six months, a 
customer noticed smoke com-
ing from a light fixture.

Dorothy Breeding soon 
realized the smoke wasn’t 
isolated to the fixture. Af-
ter vacating the restaurant, 
she and her husband watched 
as smoke billowed from the 
building. 

Once the Alexandria Fire 
Department was on-scene, the 
Breedings, who had invest-

ed significant funds toward 
opening the restaurant, had 
their worst fears realized.

“When [the fire depart-
ment] pulled out the axe, my 
husband and I just sunk,” Dor-
othy Breeding said. 

When the ashes settled 
from the three-alarm fire, 
the Breedings were left with 
a restaurant space in need of 
extensive repairs. The interior 
needed to be gutted, while the 
air conditioning and electrical 
wiring needed to be repaired. 
Most of the work fell to the 
landlord, meaning that the 
Breedings were largely left 
out of back-and-forth with the 
city – another complicating 
factor. 

While the family initially 
estimated it would take them 
about six months to reopen 
Al’s, it took more than a year 

to get the green light from all 
necessary city agencies. The 
go-ahead finally came when 
the fire department gave its 
approval on June 14. 

Dorothy Breeding felt re-
lieved – and more than a little 
nervous – when the final ap-
proval came through.

“I was nervous and anx-
ious to start,” Breeding said. 
“I knew we were going to be 
overwhelmed once people 
found out.”

Her initial thought was 
correct. Once word about the 
restaurant reopening circulat-
ed around town, the crowds 
flooded in. Suddenly, the 
Breedings’ plan for a quiet soft 
opening, one that catered to 
family and friends more than 
the masses, was superseded. 

PHOTO/ ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Owner Dorothy Breeding takes a customer's order during a busy Tuesday afternoon at Al's Steak House.

I was nervous and anxious 
to start. I knew we were 
going to be overwhelmed 

once people found out.”
– Dorothy Breeding,

Owner, Al’s Steak House

STEAK                    FROM | 1

SEE STEAK                        |7
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

The crowds have been 
consistent since then, and the 
restaurant, which has four 
tables and 16 seats at the mo-
ment, has been swamped. The 
restaurant was particularly 
busy before and during the 
Del Ray Music Festival, on 
Al’s first weekend back in 
business.

“It’s been exhausting and 
exciting,” Breeding said. 
“We’re very happy about it.”

That the Del Ray com-
munity is flocking to the 
restaurant is reflective of the 
support Al’s and the Breed-
ings have received from their 
community over the past year. 
Just a week after the fire, Holy 
Cow restaurant, led by own-
ers Mike Anderson and Bill 
Blackburn, hosted a fundrais-
er for Al’s.

The fundraiser, which 
also involved fellow Del Ray  
eateries Evening Star, Taque-
ria Poblano, Del Ray Pizzeria, 
Cheestique, Market 2 Mar-
ket, Stomping Ground, Sweet 
Fire Donna’s and St. Elmo’s, 
brought in guest chefs to 
make 400 cheesesteaks – with 
Al’s original recipe from Sev-
erson’s son.

The restaurant sold the 
cheesesteaks to lines of pa-
trons for $20 per sandwich. 
Within an hour and a half, the 
subs were sold. 

For Blackburn, hosting the 
fundraiser wasn’t something 
he even had to pause and 
think about.

“When the fire happened 
last year, there was a ground-
swell of folks in the community 
that wanted to do something,” 
Blackburn said. “It was really 
just capturing the groundswell 
– that need to give and help. All 
we did was create a place for it 
to happen. It was really the peo-
ple of Del Ray and the people 
of Alexandria, the community 
– Al’s community.”

Blackburn hasn’t been able 
to stop by the restaurant since 
its opening last Friday, but has 
been cheering them on from 
the sidelines throughout the 

process.
“Al’s has been there for 

decades, for generations. So 
many Alexandrians have gone 
through there and have nostal-
gic memories of going there 
for special occasions, after 
baseball games. It’s terrific 
that it’s reopened,” the restau-
rateur said. 

Customers returning to the 
restaurant might notice a few 
changes to the original Al’s 
menu. Although the staples are 
all there – the namesake steak-
and-cheese sandwich and oth-
er Philly-inspired subs like the 
chicken Philly, the pizza steak 
and the steak-and-egg – the 
Breedings have added buffalo 
wings, reintroduced the meat-
ball sub and removed seafood 
from the menu.

The Breedings have also 
started to make the “Al’s 
Cheeseballs” in-house. Soon, 
after the initial rush has died 
down, they’ll introduce break-
fast sandwiches and pizza. 

Their philosophy on food 
is quality first, Breeding said.

“We’d rather sacrifice the 
time than the quality,” she 
said.

The restaurant plans to 
host its grand opening next 
Wednesday, Aug. 2. Until 
then, Breeding said they will 
be working out the kinks and 
working to build up the busi-
ness a little more each day.

“We’re hoping to keep ev-
erything flowing,” Breeding 
said. “I hope we can try to 
stay as true to [Severson] as 
possible.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Al’s has been there for 
decades, for generations. So 

many Alexandrians have gone 
through there and have nostalgic 
memories of going there for special 
occasions, after baseball games. 
It’s terrific that it’s reopened.”

– Bill Blackburn,
Co-owner, Holy Cow

PHOTO/ ALEXA 
EPITROPOULOS
Al's mem-
orabilia 
hangs on 
the wall.

STEAK                    FROM | 6
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Alexandrian strives for 
historical accuracy in 
locally built miniature 
ship
BY EVAN BERKOWITZ

Down at Jones Point Park, 
just north of the Capital Belt-
way overpass, there’s a con-
crete-bordered silhouette in 
the grass — long and narrow, 
tapered at both ends.

“You really wouldn’t know 
what it is,” said Bernard Kem-
pinski, the Alexandria resident 
behind a model ship that stars 
in the Lyceum’s new exhibit 
on World War I. “But it’s the 
outline of the steel cargo ships 
that they built.”

It’s part of the local ship-
building heritage Alexandri-
ans might be most familiar 
with — Kempinski included. 
So when Lyceum Director Jim 
Mackay approached him about 
building a model for the exhib-
it in the James Coldsmith Gal-
lery, Kempinski had a large 

ship from Jones Point in mind.
But the chronicle of Jones 

Point is not particularly heroic.
“Those boats weren’t ready 

‘til after World War I. The con-
tractors were really screwed 
up; they got sued [and] the 
thing went bankrupt,” Kemp-
inski said. “That’s not such a 

good story.”
Instead, Mackay and Kem-

pinski turned to a little-known 
shipyard — upriver near pres-
ent-day Rivergate City Park at 
the foot of Montgomery Street 
in north Old Town — and a class 
of comparatively tiny ships less 
well-remembered by history.

“Many people are aware 
of the large shipyard at Jones 
[Point],” Mackay wrote in an 
email. “But very few people 
(myself included) have ever 
heard of submarine chasers 
during WWI, much less that 
more than a dozen were built in 
town during the war.”

Indeed, 15 sub-chasers were 
built in Alexandria, including 
the USS SC201, immortalized 
in 1:35 scale by Kempinski’s 
model. The General Shipbuild-
ing and Aeroplane Co. bought 
an existing Alexandria ship-
yard owned by Charles Dean 
in May 1917 as a place to build 
sub-chasers, Kempinski wrote 
in an email.

“This shipyard was a re-
markable find for me during 
the exhibit research process,” 
Mackay wrote in an email. “I 
have yet to find a period photo 
of the yard, … but it was a sig-
nificant operation.”

The model ship is part of 
“Alexandrians Fight The Great 
War,” which opened June 30 at 
the Lyceum and runs through 
Nov. 11, 2019 — 101 years after 
the armistice and a century af-
ter President Woodrow Wilson 
declared what is now Veterans 
Day.

PHOTO/BERNARD KEMPINSKI
Bernard Kempinski's model of SC201, a World War I submarine chaser, is on view at the Lyceum through 2019.

PHOTO/ NATIONAL WORLD WAR I MUSEUM AND MEMORIAL, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Navy sub-chaser SC201, which was built in Alexandria, travels in the Chesapeake Bay off Hampton 
Roads in 1918.

Lyceum exhibit features WWI sub-chaser model

SEE KEMPINSKI                |9
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PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580
POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY

MONUMENTS
& MORE

Experience Georgetown, Mount Vernon, 
National Mall & more by water. 

The Splinter Fleet
Laid down hastily at 31 

different shipyards to wildly 
varying specifications, the 441 
sub-chasers built 
each carried a com-
plement of about 
two-dozen officers 
and crew.

Life on the 
sub-chasers wasn’t 
comfortable, Kem-
pinski said, and 
ships returned to 
port every week or 
two to refurbish.

“In the seas it was very hard 
to sleep ‘cause they rolled so 
bad,” he said. “But they were 
very seaworthy, ‘cause they 
had this hull based on an old 
Gloucester fishing boat.”

Because of that hull, the 110-
foot long wooden ships —of 
which 303 entered U.S. Navy 
service during World War I — 
were relatively slow, cruising 
at 12 knots and topping out at 
about 18, Kempinski said. It was 
just fast enough to catch sub-
marines of that era, but the so-
called “splinter fleet” found its 
niche elsewhere.

“They never really had much 
success chasing submarines,” 
Kempinski said. “But they did 
a lot of other things: they swept 
mines, they were communica-
tions vehicles. So they were like 
utility boats for the Navy.”

As a quick-to-build ship 
class put into service just as the 
U.S. entered World War I, the 
“splinter fleet” and its men and 
builders took up their vital task 
with pride.

“The boats themselves were 
an innovative approach to a se-
rious problem,” Mackay wrote. 
“It was a great wartime use of 
existing shipyard resources and 
expertise.”

Unsurpassed  
craftsmanship

While kits of the 75-ton 
oak- and pine-built ships do 
exist, none were available, so 
Kempinski built the roughly 
yard-long model from scratch.

Plans for the sub-chasers 

can be found online, Kempinski 
said, but weren’t all that clear. 

“They never are,” he says, 
“so I had to [do] some interpo-
lation.”

The ships varied slightly de-
pending on which 
yard fulfilled the or-
der.  In Alexandria, 
for instance, due to 
the Port City’s long 
shipbuilding heri-
tage, the expertise 
concentrated on a 
specific method of 
making a wood hull, 
Kempinski said. 

“When you look 
at the surviving pictures of 
these things, they’re all differ-
ent,” he said. “Then you have to 
figure out how … to do the one 
that they want.”

Kempinski utilized a few 
commercial touches here and 
there on his model, like pro-
pellers, funnels and the life-
boat. But for the most part, he 
laser-cut pieces of poplar and 
basswood to fit his needs, with 
laser-cut acrylic windows and a 
few metal pieces here and there.

“I cut out the main piec-
es on the laser and build it up, 
and you just start with the little 
pieces and keep building them 
up until you get where you are,” 
he explained. “Most of the parts 
are just simple little shapes, and 
you just have to make each little 
shape and build them up.”

Kempinski budgeted the 
project for 50 hours, though he 
estimates it took closer to 100 
hours over two months.

“It was a lot of long nights,” 
he said. “But I always do more 
than [budgeted], because I want 
it to look good.”

Mackay, from the Lyceum, 
said the extra work shows.

“His unsurpassed crafts-
manship is obvious,” Mackay 
wrote. “What’s not is his abso-
lute dedication to authenticity 
and public history.”

A good way to tell  
a story

Kempinski has been in-
terested in models since  

PHOTOS/BERNARD KEMPINSKI
Bernard Kempinski believes he spent about 100 hours over two months on his 1:35 scale model of 
SC201, a World War I submarine chase that measured 110 feet long.

SEE KEMPINSKI               |10

Bernard Kempinski

KEMPINSKI            FROM | 8
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

childhood, but ships aren’t ac-
tually his specialty.

He’s an expert on model rail-
roading, having authored about 
40 articles and five books on 
the subject. Some titles include 
“Waterfront Terminals and Op-
erations,” “The Model Railroad-
er’s Guide to Steel Mills” and 
“Model Railroads Go to War,” 
among others.

His O-scale (1:48) U.S. Mil-
itary Railroad layout, the Civil 
War-set “Aquia Line,” has been 
featured in Model Railroader 
magazine and is often the sub-
ject of Kempinski’s blog.

Kempinski’s son originally 
got him interested in trains, and 
even though his son’s interest 
waned, Kempinski has made the 
hobby into a business alongside 
his day job.

He builds niche models 
for himself and a few modeler 
friends that are too specific for 
major manufacturers to pro-
duce, then makes and sells ex-
tras to offset the cost, he said.

SC201 is his third model for 
the Lyceum, following dioramas 
of a Civil War-era carfloat that 
ferried railroad cars across the 
Potomac on barges and of the 
Pioneer Mill that was once Al-
exandria’s largest building.

He also has models at the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Museum in Baltimore and at 
Tennessee’s Lincoln Memorial 
University, he said. 

“I think models are great in 
a museum setting,” Kempinski 
said. “They’re … a good way to 
tell a story.”

Kempinski shied away from 
Mackay’s assessment that his 
SC201 model “is the highlight 
of the exhibit,” pointing to ar-
tifacts like a fully preserved 
soldier’s trunk nearby, among 
others. 

But, he concedes, “it would 
be hard to have this whole ship 
on display,” so a model “is a nice 
3D visualization.”

As for the future, Kempinski 
said there are a few more scenes 
of Alexandria’s past he could 

see making for the Lyceum, 
including President Abraham 
Lincoln’s funeral train, which 
was built in the Port City and 
which he’s already modeled for 
the B&O Museum.

“I think [Mackay] will come 
up with something,” Kempinski 
said, admiring his handiwork in 
the Coldsmith Gallery. “One of 
these days soon I’ll be retiring, 
so I’ll have a lot more time on 
my hands to build models.”

- eberkowitz@alextimes.com 

KEMPINSKI            FROM | 9

PHOTO/BERNARD KEMPINSKI
Bernard Kempinski's model of SC201, a World War I submarine 
chaser, is on view at the Lyceum through 2019.
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Andrea Blackford
Lisa, a resident on the 

2300 block of Sibley Street, 
was on vacation for Indepen-
dence Day when a neighbor 
discovered the flag on Lisa’s  
property had been burned on 
July 7 or 8, she said. 

The incident, which the 
neighbor reported to police, 
was among a string of others 
that affected four houses, said 
Lisa, who declined to give her 
last name, citing a security 
clearance-related employer pol-
icy. 

The earliest such inci-
dent occurred May 9 at Mike 
Rosenberg’s property on the 
5700 block of Rayburn Avenue, 
Rosenberg said. He said his 
wife noticed that their 8-by-10-
inch “novelty” flag had been 
burned that morning in the 
planter it occupied.

“It was like, WTF, what the 
heck!” he said. “Why would 
someone waste their time to 
come onto our property and do 

that? ... We were upset.”
Rosenberg said flags in the 

planter were stolen twice more 
after the burning incident, al-
though these thefts were not 
confirmed by the fire mar-
shal. During the second theft, 
Rosenberg said he captured 
surveillance video of the al-
leged perpetrator, which he said 
he handed over to police.

This first string also hit the 
home of 90-year-old disabled 
veteran Richard “Dick” Cohen, 
whose flag burning story has 
captured heavy media attention 
since first reported by NBC-4. 

According to Joyce Dexter, 
a former Westridge resident 
who publishes a community 
email newsletter, Cohen lives 
on the 5600 block of Hard-
ing Avenue. He told NBC-4 
he joined the Army at 17 and 
served during World War II. 
He was awarded a bronze star 
as well as a purple heart after 
taking German machine gun 
fire in 1945, DCW-50 reported. 

Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Casual Elegant  
High Rise  

Apartment Living

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms -  $1130.00 -  

$1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

* Controlled   
 access     
 buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

* Balcony  
   (Select Units)

* Office Hours:  
   Monday –    
   Friday 
   9AM to 5PM  
   and Saturday     
  10AM – 2PM

* 301-630-9500 
   Call for Rental  
   Information

FLAGS                    FROM | 1

It is absolutely horrible that somebody would burn the 
flag, but it’s also arson. That’s my home, that’s where 

me and my kids live. … I was a little bit freaking out.”

– Lisa, 
Alexandria resident

SEE FLAGS                       |21

COURTESY PHOTO
Richard Cohen’s burnt flag lays on a pole.
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THANK YOU TO ALL 
OUR FANS, SPONSORS
AND HOST FAMILIES 
FOR YOUR ENDLESS

SUPPORT IN OUR 
2017 SEASON!

 

The Aces thank
Del Ray Pizzeria

for providing pizza and
hot dogs at the

concession stand!

See you in 2018 for our 
11th season!

AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces Alexandria_Aces 

Despite convincing re-
bound win, Intermedi-
ate All-Stars fall short 
in Alexandria’ first-ev-
er regional tourney
BY EVAN BERKOWITZ 

The state champion Alex-
andria Intermediate All-Stars 
posted 27 runs over three 
games in Southeast Regional 
play, but it wasn’t enough to 
lift them over strong compe-
tition in Kernersville, North 
Carolina, last weekend. 

The Intermediate 50/70 
Little League All-Stars were 
the first Port City team to 
reach regionals, where they 
dropped one game Friday to 
Georgia then rebounded Satur-
day with a win over Alabama 
before bowing out on a high-
stakes loss to South Carolina 
on Sunday.

“If you put the whole thing 
in perspective, it’s unbeliev-
able what we’ve accomplished 

coming from Alexandria,” 
Coach Mike Engelberg said 
Tuesday. “Our league is not 
geared toward putting together 
powerhouse all-star teams. … 
Our league is geared toward 
giving kids a great baseball 
experience, no matter what the 
skill level.”

“Taking a group of kids 
who are very, very talent-
ed and making it all the way 
down to the final five teams in 
the entire south … is just such 
an amazing accomplishment,” 
he said.

“Suffice to say, the boys 
exceeded THEIR expectations 
[sic] by winning the first ever 
state title for Alexandria Little 
League,” Assistant Coach Pete 
Mensinger wrote in an email. 
“We all learned so much about 
ourselves, each other and the 
game we love.”

The Intermediate 50/70 All-
Stars are made up of players 
aged 11 to 13 from across Al-

exandria’s sponsored teams for 
the age group.  Fifty-seventy 
refers to the distance between 
home plate and the pitcher’s 
mound and between bases, re-
spectively. It is the middle-size 
field in Little League, between 
smaller majors and larger ju-
niors and seniors, according 
to an Alexandria Little League 
press release.

The Little Leaguers reached 
Kernersville after defeating 
four other teams – all by dou-
ble digits – in Virginia state 
tournament play in Scottsburg, 
Halifax County, the week of 
July 10. They reached states 
after district-level victories 
over Arlington National and 
Arlington American.

The All-Stars were the first 
Alexandria team at any lev-
el to win the state title, which 
Engelberg called “a stamp of 
validation to all the hard work 

State champ Little Leaguers 
bow out of Southeast Regional

SEE CHAMPS                  | 13

SPORTS

COURTESY PHOTO
The Alexandria Intermediate 50/70 All-Stars gather in their dugout during Southeast regional play.
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Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

a lot of people put in over the 
years.”

“In today’s day and age, 
where everybody’s so focused 
on travel baseball and year-
round baseball, it’s neat to win 
a state Little League champi-
onship,” he said. “No matter 
where you live in the country, 
at any point in your life, you 
can say ‘My Little League 
team won our state champion-
ship,’ … and just about anyone 
who follows sports will know 
what you’re talking about. So 
it’s pretty cool in that sense for 
them.”

The All-Stars managed 
to keep their first regional 
game, against Georgia state 
titleholder Martinez-Evans 
Little League, knotted at one 
through four innings. A set of 
Georgia scores and untimely 
errors from Virginia left the 
All-Stars behind, and they 
eventually lost 16-3.

“The wheels fell off, but it 

was a much closer game than 
the score was,” Engelberg said. 
“After that Georgia loss, … 
that’s not us. We hadn’t played 
like that all season, since June. 
That’s not what we can be de-
fensively.”

For the next outing, Engel-
berg said he stressed a return 
to “Alexandria baseball” — 
pressuring on the bases, put-
ting the ball in play and taking 
chances on the field. His play-
ers followed through.

In game two, Alexandria 
took an early lead over Ala-
bama champion Hoover Ath-
letic Association Little League 
en route to a convincing 15-5 
win. 

“The kids just put the Geor-
gia game behind them, which 
is a great thing,” Engelberg 
said. “We got back to the way 
we are, we stole double-digit 
bases, we picked off four run-
ners, so we did the things that 
we do well against [Alabama].”

CHAMPS                FROM | 12

COURTESY PHOTOS
Above: The Intermedi-
ate All-Stars dropped 
their first game to 
Georgia before beating 
Alabama by ten runs. 
Assistant Coach 
Left: Pete Mensinger 
wrote in an email that 
the state title gave 
players and coaches 
alike “a deeper appre-
ciation for who we are 
as Virginians,” hanging 
a state flag at their 
games.

Five Yoo’s students 
crowned national 
champions
BY EVAN BERKOWITZ

Five members of an Al-
exandria tae kwon do school 
were crowned national cham-
pions in their events during 
an Amateur Athletic Union 
national championship that 
saw 13 medals go to the local 
studio.

Yoo’s Tae Kwon Do won 
42 of its 52 Olympic Sparring 
matches at the July 3 through 
8 championships in Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida, accumulat-
ing six gold medals among 
its haul, according to a press 
release.

Five students aged 12 
through 17 have qualified for 
AAU team trials en route to 
a potential spot on the U.S. 
national team for their divi-

sions, according to the re-
lease.

“The team is excited and 
honored for the opportuni-
ty to fight for our country,” 
Master Jonathan Yoo said in 
the release. “We understand 
that to represent the U.S. in 
anything is a chance of a life-
time, and we do not take it for 
granted.”

Josh Brown, Jasmine 
Chung, Young Lim, Ben-
jamin Salgado and Samuel 
Tran finished in the top 4 
of their weight and age divi-
sions, earning them a team 
trials berth scheduled for 
Sept. 1 through 3 in Fort Lau-
derdale.

Tae kwon do is a Kore-
an martial art known for its 
kicks. AAU tae kwon do is 
not affiliated with the U.S. 
Olympic team and instead 
fields a U.S. team that com-

petes in other international 
amateur competitions. Yoo’s 
Tae Kwon Do of Alexandria 
was founded in 1976.

The release emphasized 
that student success off the 
mat in training and academ-
ics is key to their activities. 
Students train as many as 
six days a week, the release 
said, and must maintain a 3.5 
grade point average or higher 
during the school year.

“At Yoo’s, we hold our 
students to a high standard 
of character and self control 
both inside and outside the 
ring,” Yoo said in the release. 
“Our team did a great job all 
year of showing [humility] 
in victory and hunger in de-
feat, and their character and 
mental maturity paid [off] at 
Nationals when we needed it 
the most.”
– eberkowitz@alextimes.com

Alexandria tae kwon do studio 
earns 13 medals at AAU tourney

SPORTS

SEE CHAMPS                  | 25
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No ground balls slipped 
between Aces’ legs like Buck-
ner’s in Monday’s wild card 
loss to the Silver Spring-Ta-
koma Thunderbolts, but as the 
Aces went from 13-2 in the 
sixth inning to a final tally of 
15-14 after 10, a happy ending 
to the team’s best-ever season 
slipped through their grasp.

The Aces had skidded in the 
season’s closing week, going 3-5 
through a stretch that began with 
a “heartbreaking” 15-inning 
road loss to the league-leading 
Bethesda Big Train.

“That’s by far the best ac-
tual baseball game I’ve ever 
been involved in,” said Aces 
Coach David DeSilva, citing 
the quality of play, back-and-
forth scoring and the Aces 
hail-Mary use of a five-man 
infield to stave off a late-game 
walk-off hit. “It was a really 
fun game for both sides to be 
a part of.

“I wish every game was 
like that,” he said. “Unfortu-
nately, we came out on the los-
ing end.”

After the Big Train loss, 
Alexandria fell to the D.C. 
Grays before splitting a dou-
ble-header with the FCA Hern-
don Braves.

“That dynamic of a double 
header changes how we play 
the game,” DeSilva said. Its 
shorter seven-inning format 
places a premium on early 
scores and small ball, he said, 
as well as taxing position play-
ers and the bullpen.

The Aces went on to beat 
the Gaithersburg Giants before 
dropping once more to Bethes-
da, this time 10-4, then losing 
to the Baltimore Redbirds. The 
Aces closed the regular sea-
son with a win over the Rock-
ville Express on July 21 for a 
final record of 28-12, three 
games back of Bethesda in the 
league’s South Division.

“We didn’t perform at peak 
performance late,” DeSilva 
said. “But I’m really pleased 
with the result of the season.”

Despite the disappointing 
playoff performance, Dinan 
takes solace in the adages of 
ballplayers past as he moves 
to build on the Aces’ early sea-
son success, which saw them 
nationally ranked for the first 
time and standing ahead of ri-
val Bethesda for much of the 
season.

“After you lose a crushing 
game like last night, the great 
thing about baseball is there’ll 

August 14-16, 2017

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

LEE CENTER EXHIBIT HALL | 1108 JEFFERSON ST

FREE FOR ALEXANDRIA TEENS | MEALS PROVIDED

AUGUST 14 -16 | 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Participate in team building activities, hear from guest speakers, put new skills  
into action and attend exciting workshops about leadership, public speaking, writing  

for social media, becoming a community change maker and many more.

YOUTHLEADERSHIP
C O N F E R E N C E

A L E X A N D R I A

2017

HOSTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY & HUMAN SERVICES 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION COALITION AND ALEXANDRIA CAMPAIGN ON ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH T.C. WILLIAMS DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL COUNSELING/COLLEGE AND CAREER CENTER

APPLY AT SURVEY.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/S3/YLCAPPLICATION2017
NOMINATE A YOUTH AT SURVEY.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/S3/YLCNOMINATIONFORM2017

FEATURING A TUESDAY EVENING NETWORKING SESSION WITH 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN ALEXANDRIA
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PHOTO/MARK BRISCOE
The Alexandria Aces collegiate summer league team fell in their final 
contest against Ripken League rival Bethesda Big Train on July 19. 
The Aces were ranked as high as No. 4 nationally before a disap-
pointing end-of-season slide capped by an early playoff exit after 
one wild card game.
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back in today’s decor
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Celebrate the end of July with a Harry 
Potter-themed event and start August 
with two concerts
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Lively musical adaptation 
shimmers at Little Theatre 
of Alexandria
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

In a frothy musical comedy from 
Laurence O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin, 
an air head blonde makes good at Har-
vard for what becomes an inspiring tale 
for young women who sublimate their 
dreams to snag a man. 

Elle Woods (the effervescent Mor-
gan Arrivillaga) is the adorably peppy 
sorority president who gets dumped by 
her rich beau, Warner Huntington III, 
before he goes off to law school.  War-
ner, whose old-line family have chosen 
a Kennedy-style future for him that 
doesn’t include Elle, is played convinc-
ingly by Brendan Quinn.  No stretch 
for the suavely handsome Quinn, who 
is a Harvard Law student offstage too.

Unfortunately for Malibu-bred Elle, 
she’s not in his league (NOCD – Not Our 
Class, Dear, as the upper crust say), or 
so he tells her: “My future’s all planned 
out.  Time for me to get serious.”  

Elle, believing she can win him 
back, tells her parents she will follow 
him to Harvard Law, and, with a raz-
zle-dazzle dance routine assisted by 
her Delta Nu sorority sisters, convinces 
the Approval Committee to grant her 
acceptance to the ivied halls – even 
though her degree is in fashion mer-

chandising.  (“Pink is my signature col-
or,” she perkily pronounces.) 

The 25-person cast is impressive, 
giving us a slew of Elle’s high-energy 

sorority sisters (who all look like they 
are out of Central Casting for cheer-
leaders), as well as her fellow Har-
vard students, most of whom snub the 

party princess.  There’s Enid Hoops, 
the brainiac activist (Karen Kelleher); 

Theatre Review: “Legally Blonde: The Musical”

COURTESY PHOTO
Left to Right Rachel Cahoon, Morgan Arrivillaga, Halle Kaufax and Benita Adams as Elle Woods and her sorority sisters in the 
Delta Nu house during the production of “Legally Blonde: the Musical.”

SEE MUSICAL                             | 17
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Ah, summer. It’s the perfect season to start shopping for your new Van Metre home because now  
you can enjoy up to $10,000 in upgrades. Purchase a single family home or townhome and receive  

an outdoor living package, or get a master bath spa upgrade for your new multi-family residence.  
Hurry in to a sales center or visit VanMetreHomes.com/Staycation for details on this relaxing offer.

*Available only for new contracts written and accepted at Van Metre Homes communities between June 24, 2017 and August 31, 2017. A maximum of $10,000 toward  
an outdoor living package for single family homes and townhomes or a master bath spa upgrade for a multi-family home purchased, notwithstanding the number of 
purchasers for a specific new home. Purchasers shall not be entitled to any rebate, refund or other consideration in the event that the full value of the credit is not 
used. Other terms and conditions may apply. Visit VanMetreHomes.com or see a Sales Manager for details. Closing cost credit varies by community.

GET READY FOR A STAYCATION CELEBRATION 
VanMetreHomes.com/Staycation

READY, SET, CHILL
UP TO $10,000 IN UPGRADES ON US*
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

Legally Blonde                    7/22 - 8/12

This musical is so much fun, 
it should be illegal! Based on 
the much-loved movie,  
this modern musical will take 
you on a journey of  
self-discovery with Elle, all 
while enjoying the ridiculously 
playful and entertaining  
song-and-dance numbers.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Vivienne Kensington, War-
ner’s snooty new girlfriend 
(Elizabeth Gillespie); and Em-
mett Forrest (the silken-voiced 
Kaylen Morgan), the hand-
some African-American stu-
dent on scholarship who helps 
Elle get serious about study-
ing rather than man-chasing.

The savvy Elle soon real-
izes that there is more to life 
than pom-poms and Warner 
and shows Emmett she’ll get 
down to business. She plans to 
nab a prestigious law intern-
ship with the prickly Professor 
Callahan (Sean Cox).  Mean-
while, she meets Paulette 
(played hilariously by the very 
talented Katherine Lipovsky), 
owner of the Hair Affair who 
commiserates with Elle over 
their lost loves.  Elle teaches 
Paulette how to get a man with 
the “Bend and Snap,” a bend-
at-the-waist-stick-out-your-
fanny move that’s one of over 
23 lively musical numbers.  
One of the funnier moments 
is when Paulette falls for the 
UPS guy (the hunky Sean 
Garcia) and she puts her new-
found skill to good use.

Director Hans Bachmann 
(who doubles as Elle’s Dad) 
has assembled a fine cast of 
actors, singers and dancers to 
pull off this stage-filled romp 

and Stefan Sittig delights with 
complex choreography, man-
aging lively dance and cheer-
leading routines that often 
demand the entire cast to be 
on LTA’s challengingly small 
stage at once.  Numerous set 
changes are smoothly accom-
plished thanks to Set Designer 
Dan Remmers and crew, while 
Orchestra Director Christo-
pher A. Tomasino’s 14-piece 
band keeps the party rocking.

“Legally Blonde” is a fun 

and bubbly musical comedy 
that aims to beat the summer 
heat.
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COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: Paulette (Katherine Lipovsky) signs for a package from the 
“UPS Guy” (Sean Garcia).  
Above: Brendan Quinn as Warner and Morgan Arrivillaga as Elle 
Woods.

If you go

Run dates: through Aug. 12 
Location: The Little 
Theatre of Alexandria 
Address: 600 Wolfe St. 
More information: 
703 683-0496 or www.
thelittletheatre.com.
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This home is located on 
more than half-an-acre and 
is bordered by dry-laid stone 
walls between Orchard and 
Stonewall streets. An iconic 
masterpiece nestled in a lush, 
verdant landscape of manicured 
gardens and mature trees, this 
home was designed and built 
by Waddy B. Wood, a leading 
early 20th-century American 
architect. Wood’s works in-
clude the design of the Wood-
row Wilson house, which is on 
the National Historic Register, 
the Shoreham Hotel, streetcar 
barns in Georgetown and Cap-
itol Hill, the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts and major 
banks. In addition, Wood built 
private residences for promi-
nent wealthy families in Wash-
ington, D.C., area.

 The home has an open feel-
ing of spacious grandeur, with 

10-foot ceilings complemented 
by oversized windows, doors 
and a series of three impressive 
wide French doors that extend 
across the front of the house.

The central focus of the liv-
ing room is a Federal-style ea-
gle-and-garland-motif fireplace 
mantle. Adjoining the living 
room is a library with floor-to-
ceiling bookshelves. Across the 

main center hall from the living 
room is the dining room, with 
custom grape-motif chandelier, 
custom woodwork that includes 
handcrafted detailed mouldings, 
doors, hardwood floors and an 
elaborate dining room mantle 
believed to be from Dolley Mad-
ison. The main hall connects the 
dining room, the butler’s pantry 
and gourmet kitchen. The but-

ler’s pantry has lighted cabinets, 
a wet bar and direct access to a 
private patio and gardens ideal 
for outdoor entertaining.

The master bedroom suite 
features a luxurious bathroom 
with built-in closets and draw-
ers and access to a porch with 
a juliet balcony. The other four 
bedrooms have large closets and 
a separate upstairs office has a 

built-in desk and cabinets. Truly, 
this property in desirable Brad-
dock Heights, within close prox-
imity to two Metro stations, and 
featuring stately architectural 
design appeals to those seeking 
an extraordinary lifestyle.
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HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

At a Glance
Address: 1512 Stonewall 
Road, Alexandria, 
Virginia. 22302
Price: $2,400,000
Neighborhood: 
Braddock Heights
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3.5
Parking: Detached 2-car 
garage and additional 2-3 car
Year built: 1918
Contact: Cindy Byrnes 
Golubin 202-437-3861, 
cgolubin@ttrsir.com
TTR Sotheby’s 
International Realty

BY MARY G. PEPITONE 

The old tradition of terraz-
zo is reaching a new genera-
tion. Iconically underscored 
and underfoot in mid-20th cen-
tury American homes, terraz-
zo is enjoying a resurgence in 
today's contemporary homes.  

Terrazzo is a durable 
composite, composed most 
commonly of marble chips or 
other aggregates, which are 
suspended in a concrete or 
resin binder and polished un-
til the aggregate is visible and 
the surface is smooth. Most 
commonly used as flooring, 
terrazzo makes a strong style 

statement, says Mark Fowler, 
executive director of the Na-
tional Terrazzo & Mosaic As-
sociation in Fredericksburg, 
Texas.  

"We are seeing an uptick in 
terrazzo residential sales," he 
says. "People are reimagining 
the midcentury modern look 
and bringing it into the 21st 
century, and terrazzo is hot 
with its cool look and applica-
tions."   

Meaning "terrace" in Ital-
ian, terrazzo was created six 
centuries ago when Vene-
tian mosaic workers made a  

Today’s Terrazzo

NATIONAL TERRAZZO & MOSAIC ASSOCIATION
Terrazzo exudes both strength and style in this high-contrast floor. SEE TERAZZO                 | 19

Spacious grandeur in Braddock Heights

PHOTOS/HOME VISIT
Left: Lovely and spacious dining room with historic elegance boasting an elaborate mantle believed to 
be from Dolley Madison. Right: Stately prominence built by famed architect Waddy Wood.
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durable flooring that was pol-
ished smooth after marble 
scraps were pressed into clay. 
This flooring was installed on 
the terraces surrounding the 
workers' living quarters and the 
name "terrazzo" stuck.  

In the United States, the use 
of terrazzo flooring peaked in 
the mid-20th century. New 
homes built slab-on-grade us-
ing poured concrete made the 
installation of terrazzo floor-
ing easier than ever, Fowler 
says.  

"Cementitious-based ter-
razzo is typically a 3.5-inch 
thick system in which stone or 
metal aggregate are dispersed 
throughout wet concrete," he 
says. "After it dries, heavy 
grinders with increasingly 
higher-grit discs polish the 
floor to create a smooth, sleek 
surface." 

Called poured-in-place ter-
razzo by tradespeople, metal 
strips are most often embed-
ded into the wet mixture wher-
ever there is a need for a joint 
or change of color in the floor.  

"Terrazzo is often the 

flooring of choice in airports, 
schools, hospitals and other 
commercial buildings because 
of its beauty and durability," 
Fowler says. "But now, intri-
cate designs in terrazzo floor-
ing are easier than ever to 
achieve in homes through the 
use of sophisticated wet saws 

and precast terrazzo, made 
from durable resins."  

While cementitious-based 
terrazzo is still the only reli-
able choice for outdoor appli-
cations, most indoor installa-
tions use resin-based terrazzo. 
There is more versatility in 
using today's resins, which act 

as a binder for decorative ag-
gregate, says Eric Wilhite, the 
second-generation owner of 
Terrazzio, based outside Nash-
ville, Tennessee.  

"While a consumer could 
do a poured-in-place res-
in-based terrazzo on-site, 
our company specializes in 
precast terrazzo tiles that we 
manufacture under controlled 
conditions in our workroom," 
he says. "There are many ad-
vantages of resin over cemen-
titious terrazzo."  

A wider selection of colors, 
greater tensile strength, 1/4-
inch to 3/8-inch installation 
thickness and less susceptibili-
ty to cracking are all benefits to 
a resin-based terrazzo. While 
terrazzo may be considered an 
impermeable surface, both the 
cementitious and resin-based 
varieties require regular cover-
age with a high-quality sealant, 
Fowler says.  

"It's not the resin that needs 
to be sealed, it's the porous 
aggregate marble, stone chips 
and concrete that require seal-
ing," he says. "Although ter-
razzo is a lifetime floor, follow 
manufacturer's guidelines and 
be prepared to seal it at least 
every decade in a home."  

Fowler says it's imperative 
to prepare the floor substrate 
properly before installation of 
terrazzo can begin. To avoid 
cracking, there should be no 

bounce in the floor and ce-
ment backer-board can be used 
an underlayment. Bespoke or 
custom-made terrazzo is easy 
to achieve with the precast va-
riety, Wilhite says.  

"Custom-added aggre-
gates, resin colors, sizes and 
shapes of resin terrazzo are 
all achievable in a controlled 
environment," he says. "We 
can manufacture 4-by-8-foot 
panels and have them cut into 
a variety of shapes to create a 
mosaic on the floor."  

Terrazzo is also migrat-
ing off floors and landing on 
walls, countertops and seating 
as architectural accents. In a 
thoroughly modern monochro-
matic home, terrazzo can add 
interest through subtly colored 
or sparkly aggregates.   

Fowler says it's imperative 
to hire an expert terrazzo in-
staller for any job, and home-
owners should expect to pay 
between $10 to $35 per square 
foot of terrazzo installed for 
basic jobs. Fabrication and in-
stallation of more intricate ter-
razzo patterns will boost costs. 

"Some terrazzo installers 
are so good that they can cre-
ate the illusion of a seamless 
floor and staircase," Fowler 
says. "But the real testament 
to the enduring quality of ter-
razzo is witnessing homeown-
ers restoring an original 1950s 
floor to its former glory." 
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TERRAZZIO
These 4-by-4-foot tiles have a vintage feel, but were newly precast 
with a resin-based terrazzo. Metal strips serve as grout lines be-
tween tiles in this family's living room.   

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 
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JULY 29

THE ART OF HISTORY 
Take a 60-minute tour of 
this special summer exhibit 
as you learn from museum 
staff about how history 
and art merge to create a 
rich tapestry of Alexandria 
history. Each work in the 
exhibit is grounded in local 
history, while connecting to 
contemporary art approaches. 
Reminiscent of Fred Wilson's 
“Mining the Museum,” the 
“Centennial of the Everyday” 
draws on how art can be 
used to highlight the complex 
narratives embedded in 
history. Tours are 10 a.m. 
and noon and reservations 
are required. Admission 

is $15 per person.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.  
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx 

JULY 30 & 31

THE SCIENCE OF HARRY 
POTTER In honor of Harry 
Potter’s birthday, the 
Apothecary is offering family-
friendly tours that explore 
the real world of science 
and medicine behind J.K. 
Rowling’s Harry Potter series. 
Tickets, which are available 
for $6 per person, go on sale 
July 1 for timed entry at shop.
alexandriava.gov. Children 
must be accompanied by a 

ticketed adult. This event sells 
out, so purchase in advance. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbetter 
Apothecary Museum, 105 
to 107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: https://
shop.alexandriava.gov 

AUGUST 1

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
Join Alexandria police, 
city officials, public safety 
partners and neighbors for 
this annual celebration. The 
event is part of a nationwide 
crime and drug prevention 
effort and is sponsored by 
the National Association 
of Town Watch. Alexandria 
will turn on their porch 
lights, host neighborhood 
cookouts and sponsor 
block parties in support of 
National Night Out. National 
Night Out strengthens 
neighborhood spirit and law 
enforcement partnerships 
with the community. 
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Events vary 
by neighborhood
Information: 703-746-6838

AUGUST 2

CANAL CENTER CONCERT 
The latest installment of the 
concert series will feature a 
performance from the Brian 
Cunningham Project, featuring 
R&B, jazz and reggae. The 
lunchtime concert is offered 
in partnership with American 
Real Estate Partners.
Time: Noon
Location: Canal Center 
Plaza, 44 Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592

AUGUST 3

MARKET SQUARE 

CONCERT Performance by 
the 257th Army Band Concert 
Band. Feel free to bring a 
picnic supper and folding 
chairs or sit around the 
fountain seating and enjoy 
some of the military's finest.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Market 
Square, 301 King St. 
Information: 703-746-5592

AUGUST 5

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
FESTIVAL Enjoy the annual 
Friendship Firehouse Festival 
on the 100 block of South 
Alfred Street. Visit historic 
Friendship Firehouse and 
get a free fire hat. Be sure to 
see the old hose reel, as well 
as the suction pumper fire 
engine, both pulled by hand. 
This year marks the 151st 
Anniversary of the City of 
Alexandria Fire Department. 
Festival includes community 
booth, firefighting activities, 
fire vehicles and more.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Friendship 
Firehouse Museum, 
107 S. Alfred St.
Information: http://
historicalexandria.org 

CARLYLE SATURDAY 
CINEMA Join the Carlyle 
Community Council, the City of 
Alexandria and the Alexandria 
Economic Development 
Partnership for the second 
of a series of free movies in 
the John Carlyle Square Park. 
This time, “Caddyshack,” the 
1980 movie featuring Rodney 
Dangerfield and Chevy Chase, 
will be the featured film. 
Nicecream will serve up ice 
cold treats on the scene.
Time: 8 to 10 p.m. 
Location: John Carlyle 
Square Park, 300 
John Carlyle St.

Information: www.
AlexandriaVA.gov/CarlyleFun

AUGUST 6

DANCE MASTERCLASS 
Learn how to find and 
research 18th-century dances 
and resources, including 
notations, sheet music and 
recorded music; interpret 
period notations and music; 
understand dance steps and 
figures and organize, plan and 
teach dancing for a Gadsby’s 
ball. This class will be the 
first of four and will lead up to 
the Jane Austen Ball on Sept. 
23. The class costs $50 per 
person and $40 for Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum volunteers. 
Time: 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: http://shop.
alexandriava.gov/events.aspx 

August 7 

AN EVENING WITH 
KANIKKI JAKARTA KaNikki 
Jakarta returns for a second 
year for a performance of 
poetry, an author reading 
and a Q&A.  Reading from 
her anticipated nonfiction 
about how to be a wife of 
an epileptic, “Honor your 
Vows and Honor Yourself,” 
this event spotlights her 
poetry and highlights her 
novels. The event is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Anthenaeum, 
201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

AUGUST 8

SUNSET CONCERT 
This event will feature a 
performance by Capital 
Sound, a pop and dance 
band from the 257th Army 
Band. Bringing a picnic 
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Downsizing or Settling 
an Estate in Virginia?

^SELL EVERYTHING IN 
JUST 2 WEEKS

703-594-7316 
.com/Alexandria

Local expert help in Virginia to sell everything!

call

~ From Australia ~
Meet Blitzen, an 8 year old herding cattle dog 

who is a sophisticated gentleman.  Blitzen 
likes to keep an eye on what’s going on in the 

neighborhood.  He is very companionable 
and is looking to relocate as his former family 

couldn’t keep him. He enjoys people and other 
dogs and has very good manners.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT HERDING BREEDS, 
PLEASE VISIT wwwalexandriaanimals.org 

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
FOR INFO ABOUT ALExANDRIA’S ADOPTABLE 
PETS, PLEASE VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org.

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

SEE CALENDAR              | 27
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DID YOU KNOW?
• Many people believe prescription drugs are safer 
than illegal drugs because a doctor prescribed them—
they’re not. 
• More people die accidentally from prescription drugs 
each year than all types of illegal drugs combined.
• Combining pain killers or anti-anxiety drugs with 
alcohol multiplies the effect—your heart or your 
breathing can stop. 
• Drug-induced deaths now exceed deaths from 
motor vehicle accidents in more than 17 states. 
• Most kids who abuse prescription drugs report they 
get them from their home medicine cabinets or from 
friends. 
• Proper disposal of unwanted medication prevents 
environmental contamination of our waterways and 
soils. 

Drop-off your unwanted medications
Saturday

July 29, 2017
10:00AM-2:00PM

PRESCRIPTION FOR 
DANGER

Alexandria Police 
Headquarters

3600 Wheeler Avenue

First Baptist Church
2923 King St

The Neighborhood Pharmacy 
of Del Ray

2204 Mt Vernon Avenue

SYMPTOMS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUG OVERDOSE
• Abnormal pupil size
• Agitation
• Convulsions
• Paranoid behavior
• Difficulty breathing
• Drowsiness
• Hallucinations

• Changes in mood
• Changes in sleeping
• Curfew violations
• Drug paraphernalia
• Lack of grooming
• Loss of appetite
• Low energy
• Missing work/school
• Slurred speech
• Unexplained weight loss/gain
• Temper outbursts

• Nausea and vomiting
• Non-reactive pupils 
• Staggering or unsteady gait
• Sweating or extremely dry, hot 

skin
• Tremors
• Unconsciousness
• Violent or aggressive behavior

SYMPTOMS OF 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE

Go to www.PreventItAlexandria.org to learn more

Properly dispose of 
unwanted medications at 
the following locations:

Suspect Problems? 
Call 1-800-662-HELP (4357)

Suspect an Overdose? Call 911

Cohen found his flag 
burned and in tatters between 
July 3 and 5, according to 
NBC-4 and fire marshal re-
ports. Cohen did not return 
requests for comment from the 
Times.

“That flag means I gave a 
lot of service in my late teens,” 
Cohen told NBC-4. “I bled 
pretty profusely for it, so I take 
that flag as a symbol that’s 
very importantly in my life.”

He told NBC-4 he was “in 
a state of shock” after the flag 
burning and had “never seen 
anything like that before.”

Neighbor Amanda Van 
Hooser helped Cohen hang a 
new American flag outside his 
house, NBC-4 reported, one 
that DCW-50 reported is bigger 
and brighter than its predeces-
sor. 

“Since we’re both Army 
veterans,” Van Hooser told 
NBC-4, “I thought it was a nice 
little touch that from two differ-
ent generations, we were able to 
replace it.”

On July 8, resident Jim 
Kelley discovered that several 
flags from his property’s gar-
den were “thrown in the gutter” 
some time the night of July 7, 
Kelley’s mother, Barbara Har-
ris, wrote in an email. 

After learning about Co-
hen’s flag being burned in Dex-
ter’s newsletter, Harris report-
ed the incident to police July 
10. She and Kelley live on the 
5600 block of Harding Avenue, 
according to Dexter.

Lisa’s flag was again 
burned the night of July 16, she 
said. She was about to turn in 
for the night when a neighbor 
informed her that the flag — 
“still crackling” about 10 feet 
from Lisa’s bed, she said — 
was ablaze.

“It is absolutely horrible that 
somebody would burn the flag, 
but it’s also arson,” Lisa said in 
a phone interview. “That’s my 
home, that’s where me and my 
kids live. … I was a little bit 
freaking out.”

Lisa said this second burn-
ing was part of another string of 

four incidents. 
Lisa confirmed the news-

letter’s account and media 
reports that Kathleen and Ian 
Pfaff, who live on the 5600 
block of Harding Avenue, had 
their flag burned July 16. Nei-
ther Kathleen nor Ian Pfaff 
could be reached for comment 
on the incident, first reported 
by the Old Town Alexandria 
Patch. The fire marshal con-
firmed a burning that date at 
that address, but did not name 
the poperty owner(s).

Harris confirmed that her 
property was disturbed again 
as part of the second string, this 
time with a flag burning, the 
night of July 16. 

“The police were already 
in the neighborhood when 
[Kelley] went outside to  
investigate,” Harris wrote in an 
email. 

Neither Lisa nor Dexter 
could name the fourth property 
owner. The fire marshal con-
firmed they live on the 2300 
block of Sibley Street.

Reacting to the volume of 
incidents, Rosenberg said he 
was surprised that Westridge 
would have such an experience.

“Sibley is an out-of-the-way 
street, so I find it curious that 
they’ve had so many incidents,” 
he said.

“The Alexandria Fire Mar-
shal’s Office and the Alexandria 
Police Department are conduct-
ing an ongoing investigation to 
identify the subject or subjects 
responsible for the burning and 
destruction of American flags,” 
Blackford wrote in an email. 
Officials “are fully committed 
to putting a swift end to these 
incidents.”

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the fire marshal at 
703-756-4444.

The Times used Dexter’s 
tally of incidents to name and 
find affected residents and help 
corroborate and collate media 
and fire marshal’s office re-
ports.

Following the string of flag 
desecration incidents, residents 
of Seminary West — the West 
End neighborhood that includes 
Westridge — held a Neighbor-

hood Flag Day “as a gesture of 
solidarity and support,” Dexter 
wrote in an email.

“This idea has generated a 
positive response throughout 
Seminary West,” she wrote. 

While she decried the flag 
desecrations, Lisa said the in-
cidents have only strengthened 
community resolve against 
them.

“It’s brought our little 
neighborhood together a bit 
more,” she said. “If nothing 
else, the person has brought us 
back together a little tighter.”
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COURTESY PHOTO
World War II veteran Richard "Dick" Cohen received a new flag from 
fellow veteran and neighbor Amanda Van Hooser after his was 
burned around the July 4 holiday.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

               - Thomas Jefferson

To the Editor:
I am a resident of Alexandria who suffered 

severe injuries when a car crashed into me last 
December as I was walking in the middle of a 
crosswalk in town.  While I survived, the inju-
ries were severe and it took me months of re-
habilitation to regain my balance and get back 
to work.  

After my injury, I wanted to do something 
to prevent other citizens from such crashes, 
so I spoke at a city council hearing to ask that 
action be taken to make Alexandria’s streets 
safer. I was told about the City of Alexandria’s 
Vision Zero program, which is a formal pro-
gram to end traffic-related fatalities and seri-
ous injuries for all road users.  On Jan. 24, the 
city council adopted a Vision Zero policy with 
the goal of eliminating all traffic deaths and 
serious injuries by 2028.  

Yes, you read that correctly.  By 2028!  By 
2028, how many more people will have been 
killed, injured or will have lost a loved one?   
By 2028, how many of you will be affected?

I think our city council and staff members 
should have a greater sense of urgency in im-
plementing the Vision Zero program. In 2016, 

Alexandria had four pedestrian deaths by car 
crashes, and close to 70 pedestrians were hit 
by cars but survived the crash.  Waiting until 
2028 – or even 2020  – is too long. While it 
helps to have a policy and goal in place, the 
risk of a such a distant goal is the planning, 
investment and tough decisions necessary may 
be delayed. Alexandria staff are preparing the 
Vision Zero Action Plan now.  

We have a unique opportunity to advocate 
urgency in implementing traffic safety ini-
tiatives this year, not 2020-something. If you 
have been injured or a family member has 
been killed or injured in a traffic crash in Al-
exandria, I encourage you to reach out to me 
to talk about what we can accomplish together.  

The city is planning to introduce a draft 
plan for Vision Zero by September, and then a 
final plan will be submitted to city council for 
budget approval later in the year.   To have an 
impact on the city’s Vision Zero plans and bud-
get, we need to form a coalition of interested 
parties (“Citizens for Safe Streets”) very soon.  

If you are interested in such an effort, 

Making Streets Safe
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The best and worst of Alexandria were simultaneously on dis-
play this past week. 

Falling in the best category is the reopening of Al’s Steak-
house. A community favorite, Al’s had been owned by John Sev-
erson for 50 years, from 1965 until his death two years ago. After 
John passed away, the Severson family sold the restaurant to the 
Breeding family – longtime fans of the eatery’s signature steak and 
cheese sandwich – in December 2015. 

Sadly, a fire on its first day under new ownership shuttered Al’s 
once more. However, the story didn’t end there, as the Del Ray 
community rallied around the Breedings and Al’s. 

A fundraiser was held that included chefs and owners from sev-
en local restaurants: Holy Cow, Sweet Fire Donna's, Cheesetique, 
Del Ray Pizzeria, Market 2 Market, Stomping Ground and Taque-
ria Poblano. Between the fundraiser and a GoFundMe page, more 
than $20,000 was raised to help the Breedings reopen Al’s.

There are several remarkable facets to this story. First is the 
dedication within the Del Ray community toward its institutions. 
Dorothy Breeding grew up in Del Ray, going to Al’s Steakhouse. It 
was an act of community that led Breeding and her family to want 
to buy Al’s and keep it open.

Also astonishing is that, rather than viewing Al’s as simply less 
competition after the fire that forced it to close, seven restaurants 
in the same neighborhood gave their time and food to raise funds 
to help reopen Al’s. And the larger Del Ray community responded 
by opening their pocketbooks. This is a wonderful story of com-
munity support.

In sharp contrast, the rash of vandalism on American flags in 
Alexandria’s Westridge neighborhood is distressing. At least eight 
incidents of burning or mutilation of flags in the West End commu-
nity have been reported. 

A distinction is in order here: burning an American flag, while 
reprehensible to many, is constitutionally protected under First 
Amendment free speech protections. While we loathe the action, 
we support the right.

But that protection extends only to burning one’s own flag. 
Going onto someone else’s property and burning their flag is van-
dalism, the same as if their house windows had been smashed or 
their car tires slashed. Whoever is doing this should be caught and 
punished to the fullest extent the law allows.

And while the crime is technically “just” vandalism and arson, 
the signal it sends goes well beyond that. Those who desecrate our 
flag are attempting to tear down our shared identity as Ameri-
cans. They dishonor the service of people like Richard Cohen, the 
90-year-old disabled World War II veteran whose flag was found 
in tatters. 

Mutilating someone else’s American flag is the opposite of the 
community building in Del Ray.

The perpetrators of these crimes may be youthful and mischie-
vous, or they may be serious and making a political statement. Ei-
ther way, their actions are unacceptable.

We encourage residents throughout Alexandria to show their 
solidarity with their Westridge neighbors. If you have an American 
flag, now is a good time to fly it. If you don’t, now is a good time 
to buy one. And while you’re out, don’t forget to stop by Al’s for a 
steak and cheese.

Flags and food un-
derpin community
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

When our own self-image is off, 
the ripple effects can be harmful, 
not only to our personal quality of 
life, but also to our professional per-
formance and relation-
ships. The worst part 
is that we are the least 
objective judges of our-
selves. 

None of us is really 
as bad as we think we 
are on our worst days, 
but neither are we as 
good as we think we are 
on our best days.                                                                                                                    

The need for objec-
tive assessment pertains to small 
business owners who might think 
they are the only ones experiencing 
problems and not meeting goals. On 
the other extreme, they might feel 
smug and think things are rosy until 
they are dumbfounded by an unfore-
seen obstacle. Without some kind of 
external check, it becomes difficult 
to gauge one’s performance.

Self-assessments often feel dif-
ficult. They can take a toll on our 
emotions, and they require a great 
deal of time, energy and concentra-
tion. Entrepreneurs often see their 
businesses as an extension of them-
selves, so assessment can feel espe-
cially fraught. In our experience, 
small business owners who engage 
someone, such as a coach, for objec-
tive feedback are making an invest-
ment in longevity and productivity 
of both their businesses and their 
personal lives.

The sharpest entrepreneurs ask 
lots of questions and are constantly 
researching better tactics. Some-
times, the best approach is to sim-
ply get feedback from others who 
have been in similar circumstances 
and are knowledgeable and objec-
tive. Friends, family and colleagues 
are not always able to provide these 
perspectives.

Successful business owners seek 
opportunities to engage – formally 

or informally – with other entrepre-
neurs. Candidly sharing experienc-
es can help entrepreneurs find solu-
tions or new approaches. For these 

relationships to be ben-
eficial, all parties need 
to be willing to be open 
and honest about their 
successes and challeng-
es.

There are many op-
portunities for this type 
of engagement, includ-
ing CEO roundtables, 
peer cohorts, co-work 
spaces, industry gath-

erings and targeted networking op-
portunities. We’ve all been to events 
that have been a waste of valuable 
time, energy and money, so know-
ing the other participants is key. Do 
your background research to make 
sure where you invest your time is a 
good match for your needs. 

Business owners might feel 
more comfortable approaching 
someone one-on-one. Good advice 
doesn’t have to come from some-
one in the same industry or area of 
expertise. Identify someone whose 
success you admire and invite them 
to coffee to talk about their philos-
ophy. These informal sessions may 
help you see your business from a 
new perspective.

The Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center frequently 
helps business owners make critical 
connections. Whether you’re look-
ing for objective individual feed-
back, opportunities to connect with 
other businesses or to participate 
in a peer program, our staff has ac-
cess to a large network of resources. 
Contact us to find out more about 
what we can do for your business.

Obtaining objective feedback 
can be an enormous asset in helping 
individuals and businesses maxi-
mize their productivity. It is worthy 
of the entrepreneur’s careful con-
sideration.

Are You Better or Worse 
Than You Think You Are?

Bill Reagan

To the Editor: 
The “Weekly Poll” in the July 

20 edition was too vaguely worded 
and is a bit misleading.  A more ap-
propriate question would have been 
“Do you favor moving the Potomac 
Nationals to a new stadium some-
where on Eisenhower Avenue with 
the understanding that your city 
taxes will be raised to subsidize this 
move?”

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson is 
again being irresponsible with tax-
payer funds in suggesting such a 
move.  He was instrumental in hav-
ing city council pass a large tax in-
crease this year, and Alexandria is 
still laboring under significant bud-
get issues. Yet, he has the temerity 
to advocate a frivolous expenditure 

such as this on top of other ques-
tionable programs, such as the wa-
terfront development plan.

We will probably hear from ad-
vocates of the suggested move that 
it will bring in needed tax dollars. 
However, publicly funded sports 
venues seldom result in a positive re-
turn on investment and are more of-
ten a drain on budgets.  One also has 
to ask why we need a minor league 
team located less than 10 miles from 
its major league parent.  The elected 
representatives of Prince William 
County definitely took the respon-
sible course when they declined to 
support the team with a new stadi-
um.  This makes one wonder who 
Justin Wilson really represents.

- William Rogalski, Jr., Alexandria

To the Editor: 
In no sport moreso than baseball 

does “muscle memory” and intuitive 
reflex play so outsized a role — not 
only in the game itself but, because 
players are usually positioned apart 
from one another, in spectators’ plain 
view.  

Alas, when city hall takes the field, 
muscle memory and intuitive reflex 
induce them to stand on their heads 
for even the most ridiculous schemes.  
Recall only a few years ago, when 
some entrepreneur posed some hare-
brained scheme to build a “for-profit” 
sports center at Hensley Field. City 
hall started tearing up its small area 
plan and reprioritizing everything to 
accommodate the entrepreneur, un-
til some common citizen with more 
common sense than normally seen at 
city hall pointed out that, due to the 
terms of the federal grant a more sen-
sible city hall decades ago had pro-
cured, they couldn’t do it. 

Reminiscent of Yogi Berra’s 

“déjà vu all over again,” city hall is 
poised once again to stand on its head 
for a hare-brained scheme for some 
entrepreneur to build a minor league 
stadium in Alexandria.  Minor league 
teams typically are situated in places 
without a major league team, so why 
would anyone go to a minor league 
game when the affiliated major 
league team plays in a huge stadium, 
often with cheap seats, just across the 
river?  A minor league team so close 
to its affiliated major league team’s 
stadium is unusual to say the least. 

A dozen years ago, when D.C. 
sprung some serious cash to build its 
stadium on concessionary terms to 
the team, voters sent six public of-
ficeholders who had voted for it off 
the field in their next elections. 

More likely, Alexandria would 
find itself stuck with a white elephant 
baseball stadium when the minor 
league team finds it can’t make a go 
of it. 

 - Dino Drudi, Alexandria

Potential Potomac Na-
tionals deal is “déjà vu”

Weekly poll was misleading

please contact me at alxcfss@gmail.
com.  We can share our stories and 
discuss how we might work together 

to eliminate serious injuries and fatal-
ities from traffic crashes in our city.   
Thank you.   I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

- Mike Doyle, Alexandria
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As archaeology continues 
at the future site of Robin-
son Landing, we are excited 
to review what archaeologists 
have located, including Robert 
Townsend Hooe’s 18th-century 
warehouse and store.

Keen-eyed observers may 
have seen this approximately 
64-foot-long by 12-foot-wide 
partial stone foundation ly-
ing just west of the standing 
structure at 2 Duke St. Built 
between May 1782 and June 
1783, the warehouse that stood 
on top of these foundations 
played an important role in Al-
exandria’s early history of trade 
and commerce. Archaeologists 
from Thunderbird Archaeology 
have uncovered the still-surviv-
ing foundations, and one of the 
next steps will be to excavate 
beneath this level in order to 
see how many more courses of 
stone exist underground, if the 
foundation continues under-
neath 2 Duke St. or if there are 
any material remains associat-
ed with the use of this build-
ing. So far, they have already 
answered one of their original 
research questions: whether the 
current building at 2 Duke St. 
rested partially on the founda-
tion of Hooe’s warehouse.   

A Mutual Assurance Soci-
ety fire insurance policy taken 
out by Hooe in 1796 reveals that 
his warehouse was 72 feet long 
by 44 feet wide, was insured 
for $9,000 and stood on the spot 
where these stone foundations 
were uncovered. Confusingly, 
the policy states that while the 
first two stories were built of 
stone, the second and third sto-
ries were built of wood. Addi-

tional research may be able to 
clarify this confusion about the 
material of the second story.

Robert Townsend Hooe, 
originally from Charles Coun-
ty, Maryland, was a wealthy 
merchant in Alexandria and 
was elected mayor in 1780. 
Together with several business 
partners, Hooe used this ware-
house to import, store and sell 
items imported from all over 
the world, including German 
steel, Congo teas, English and 
Dutch cordage, Grenada rum 
and Italian marble slabs, as well 
as more common commercial 
goods like twine, yarn, glass-
es, muskets, porter and stout, 
cloth, blankets and clothing. 
Hooe used this warehouse from 
the time of its completion in 
1783 until his death in 1809.

The warehouse was even-
tually demolished and replaced 
by the current structure at 2 

Duke St. sometime in the 19th 
century. This “new” building 
may actually be more than 100 
years old. There is some archi-
tectural evidence that suggests 
it survived the 1897 fire that 
burned down Pioneer Mill and 
much of the surrounding area. 
It also appears to be the same 
size and in the same location as 
a building depicted on a Civil 
War map. It is a little unclear 
exactly what year Hooe’s ware-
house was taken down and what 
year the current structure was 
built, but further archaeologi-
cal investigation may be able to 
help answer that question.

Archaeologists also discov-
ered what appears to be the 
burial remains of two individ-
uals on May 18. The burials 
date to the 1700s and 1800s, a 
period when the deceased were 
not always buried in cemeter-
ies. After the archaeologists 

discovered the features, the 
developer obtained a permit 
from the Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources to allow 
for investigation. The prelim-
inary investigation yielded 
human remains (not in situ, or 
in place), evidence of a coffin 
burial within a wooden vault 
and probable coffin hardware 
(latches or hinges). The devel-
oper is currently following the 
state process to determine next 
steps with oversight by the city, 
and all will ensure that the re-
mains are treated with respect. 
Historical research is ongoing 
to try to determine who the in-
dividuals may have been. The 
developer has erected a fence 
to ensure safety and security of 
the burials.  

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
Do you favor moving the Potomac Nationals 
to a new stadium somewhere on Eisenhower 
Avenue?
64% Yes   36% No

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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Should burning the American flag be a 
crime in itself? 
A. Yes    B. No
C. I’m not sure

Robert Townsend Hooe Warehouse and Store
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be another game tomorrow,” 
Dinan said, referring to next 
season. “And as Satchel Paige 
said, ‘Never look back — 
somebody may be catching up 
with ya.’”

As the Aces prepare for 
next season, DeSilva praised 
the team’s “strong base” and 
said he looks to build on the 
program’s 10 years of prog-
ress as it enters its second de-

cade.
“When we started out 10 

years ago, on a wing and a 
prayer I think, of course we 
had one of the worst teams in 
the league, as an expansion 
team,” Dinan said. 

This year, the team’s rank-
ing — once as high as No. 4 
in the nation among collegiate 
summer teams — have lent 
the Aces a national audience 
for their success.

“It puts us at the top rank 

of teams in the country, which 
is something we can build 
on,” Dinan said. “Particularly 
for recruiting, success breeds 
success: The college coaches 
send the best teams the better 
players, and it becomes a vir-
tuous cycle.”

From neck-and-neck nail-
biters with the Big Train to 

two top-10 rankings to a sta-
ble of Division I and coaching 
talent unimaginable a decade 
ago, Dinan said the team’s fu-
ture is firmly in hand.

“And we’re not crying 
about last night,” Dinan add-
ed Tuesday, sneaking tantaliz-
ingly close to the famed Tom 
Hanks axiom from “A League 

of Their Own.”
“We’re already … plan-

ning our drafting decisions 
for next year,” he said. “And 
hopefully next year, the ball 
will bounce our way and we’ll 
go deep in the playoffs and 
even win it all.”
- eberkowitz@alextimes.com 
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The All-Stars continued 
their winning ways early on 
against South Carolina state 
leader Mid-Carolina Little 
League of Newberry County, 
but it wasn’t quite enough.

“At one point we had a 
four-run lead, and then they 
chipped away, chipped away, 
and South Carolina made 
great plays and we had a cou-
ple untimely errors again,” 
Engelberg said. “But the kids 
played great, battled back 
in the last inning and had a 
chance to tie the game, … 

so I couldn’t have asked for 
more.”

Mensinger wrote in an 
email that he and the team 
were simply excited by the 
opportunity to represent the 
commonwealth in regional 
play.

“The boys were amazed 
at how much they experi-
enced and learned during this 
postseason run,” Mensinger 
wrote. “In the end, we had a 
stellar summer season with 
an 8-2-0 record and a deeper 
appreciation for who we are 
as Virginians.”
- eberkowitz@alextimes.com 

PHOTO/MARK BRISCOE
An Aces batter swings during the game against Bethesda on July 19.
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Weekly Words

68. Type of pittance?
69. Sport that involves fighting and laps 
71. Hair colorist
73. Mr.  ___ (“Green Acres” con man) 
74. Martini insert
75. Optional word?
76. Not as wet
78. Has life
79. Stain
80. Fancy garlic mayonnaise 
81. Code with a lot of tapping 
82. Part of a printing press 
83. Type of kids’ bear
85. Some historical times 
86. Word with “lively” or “on it”
92. Collette or Braxton 
94. Rizzuto or Esposito 
96. Not easy to understand 

97. Caesar’s zero
 101. One thing a remote controls 
102. Like some narrow streets 
104. Fluctuating between too sharp and 

not, as a voice 
106. Some multicolored cookies 
109. Troubles, as of society 
110. Work very hard
111. Fine cotton
112. Muse of history
113. Corn and canola
114. Roman evening
115. Certainly not pass 
116. Certain speech problem 
117. Leftover scraps
120. Quick joke
122. Quality of a color 
123. Weed chopper

ROUND AND ROUND WE GO By Timothy E. Parker
ACROS

1.  Definitely more peculiar 
6.  Estrada on a hog on TV 
10.  Love handles, essentially 
14.  Pickle juice?
19.  City in Utah
20. Longest river
21. Important voting caucus state 
22. Where people get clowned and see 

big bucks 
23. With indefatigable energy 
25. Pickle type
26. Mr.  Pinkerton or Poe’s middle name 
27. Type of plane with powerful cameras 
28. Gaunt and string-beany 
29. Smooth appliance?
31. “Taps” performers
33. Ms.  Peron of Argentina 
34. Genetic stuff with uracil 
35. Fake a signature
36. Iditarod participant 
40. Cleopatra was one
43. Downey of TV
47. Succotash bean
48. On its way to you
50. Gilbert of “Roseanne”
51. Lofty, proud gait
53. Harsh in taste
55. “___ Father, who art . . . “
57. What you pay for super assistance?
59. Type of fish
60. Country picnic event 
64. Small game with huge ears 
65. Male general’s honorific 
66. Florida tourist town
67. They can eat you out of house and 

home 
69. Agitate, as sediment 
70. Cover for a lawn’s baldness 
72. Russo of Hollywood

73. Brought bad luck upon 
77. Unsightly sight
80. Little Jack Horner’s last words 
83. Penmanship word attached to 

-graphy 
84. Seriously overused cliché
87. Like a feeble old woman 
88. One thing to do in a bowl 
89. Port stop on a Brazilian cruise 
90. Baby deliverer of fairy tales 
91. Go back to a former way of doing 

things 
93. Big pile
95. Benumb or bedaze
98. “Where ___ could it be?”
99. One giving a visual assessment 
100. Went past a target 
103. With more of a biting chill, as winter 

air 
105. Contributor to the Red Cross 
107. Walk-___ (clients sans appoint-

ments) 
108. White Sox city, on scoreboards 
109. Put into a dangerous situation 
112. Nat King’s last or Porter’s first 
114. Small, thin cut
115. Polly Holliday title sitcom role 
118. French River of Orleans 
119. Unattractive, wrinkly citrus fruit 
121. Vehicle for the mobility impaired 
124. Low-down dance?
125. Junk that gets delivered 
126. Distinctive but intangible air about 

a person 
127. Raise, as a sail
128. Kills a dragon
129. They’re not for the modest 
130. Fiscal period, often
131. Indications of puppy complaints 
DOWN
1.  Decides

2. It can start a stalactite 
3. Fisherman’s boat
4. Mom of Abel
5. Created a dough ball 
6. Lure into a trap
7. World domination game 
8. Hardly hale
9. Entering on a computer (with “in”) 
10. Generic dog name like Rover or 

79-Down 
11. Certain pork cut
12. Leatherworker’s puncher 
13. Rocky in films
14. North Carolina fort 
15. Shoe with wheels
16. Go nowhere in neutral 
17. Close by
18. Long spans of many years 
24. Chalet roof features 
30. Things caught by sunbathers 
32. Large beverage servers 
34. Second part of a round trip 
35. He’s engaged
36. Deli side dishes
37. Chinese fruit with a brittle shell (var. ) 
38. One spelling for a Kuwaiti bigwig 
39. Challenge (someone) 
41. Last of Henry VIII’s Catherines 
42. Pay for everyone at the table 
44. Extremely busy Midwest airport 
45. Spouses
46. Thumbs-up votes, at sea 
49. Ephron or Dunn
52. Feature of used fireplaces 
54. More gory, as a horror film 
56. Curtain holders
58. Cause of white knuckles 
61. Pizzazz or vigor
62. Divvies up or distributes accordingly 
63. Romanced

DEATH NOTICES
ROBERT “BOB” BOWMAN (61), formerly of 
Alexandria, July 9, 2017

LILLIE D. BRANSON, of Alexandria, July 15, 
2017

GLENN D. CAMPBELL, formerly of Alexandria, 
July 1, 2017

WILLIAM F. GRAHAM (66), formerly of 
Alexandria, June 3, 2017

ANNE M. LEWIS (52), of Alexandria, July 18, 
2017

MELANIE L. MCCOLLOM (48), of Alexandria, 
July 24, 2017

DOUGLAS W. PHILLIPS (83), of Alexandria, July 
17, 2017

CAROLINE H. ROBBINS, formerly of Alexandria, 
July 18, 2017
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supper and folding chairs or 
a blanket is encouraged.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle 
Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

August 10

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT 
This edition of the city 
concert series will feature 
a performance from Mike 
Surratt and the Continentals 
International Polka Show. 
Amphitheater seating will 
be available. Guests are 
encouraged to bring chairs, 
a blanket or a picnic supper.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward 
Park Amphitheater, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-5592

AUGUST 11

FRIDAY NIGHT ON THE 
SQUARE This event will 

feature a performance by 
the Alexandria Harmonizers 
featuring Men's Barbershop. 
Feel free to bring a picnic 
supper and folding chairs 
or sit around the fountain 
seating and enjoy the music.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Market 
Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

AUGUST 13

OUTLANDER TOUR 
This Apothecary Museum 
Geek Tour will explore the 
herbal medicines used 
by Diana Gabaldon in the 
“Outlander” book series, 
from cascara to dauco 
seeds. Admission is $15 for 
the hour-long tour and it’s 
recommended for adults only.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m. 
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 
105 to 107 Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

AUGUST 24

HISTORY OF THE 
ATHENAEUM Meredith 
Barber, a local historian and 
student at the University of 
William & Mary, makes a 
presentation on previously 
unknown history of the 
Athenaeum during the Civil 
War discovered through 
research at the National 
Archives, including its use as 
a logistics center by the Union 
Army. Admission is $5 and 
free for Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association members.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Anthenaeum, 
201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

SEPTEMBER 2

SATURDAY CINEMA AT 
CARLYLE The outdoor 
film series will feature 
classic rom-com “When 
Harry Met Sally” at dusk.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle 
Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-3855

Classifieds
AUCTIONS

AUCTION Construction Equipment 
& Trucks. BID ON-SITE & ONLINE!
8/1 @ 9AM, Richmond, VA. 
Excavators, Dozers, Road Tractors, 
Loaders, Dump Trucks, Trailers, 
& More! Accepting consignments 
through 7/28. 3600 Deepwater 
Terminal Road www.motleys.
com• 804-232-3300 x4 • VAAL#16
 

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – 
Get FAA certification to fix planes. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877-204-
4130. 

FARM EQUIPMENT

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call for a 
Free info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507. www.BaseCampLeasing.
com  

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $45,000-$60,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-
1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-
614-6500; Front Royal/Winchester 
800-454-1400

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension.  In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-

1363 Ext. 300N

HOMEOWNERS WANTED! Kayak 
Pools looking for Demo Homesites 
to display new maintenance free 
Kayak Pools. Save thousands of $$. 
Unique opportunity! 100% financing 
available. 1-888-788-5464. 

PIANO LESSONS
All ages and levels welcome!
Flexible times and locations!
Fun and easy learning!
minyoung.theme@gmail.com
415-819-8330

SERVICES
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 
+ $86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Telephone 
inquiries welcome - no obligation. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Español.

GROUP HOME 
FOR SENIORS

ROOM AVAILABLE IN PRIVATE 
SIX BEDROOM HOME.  Modern 
amenities and pool. Family 
environment with live-in caretaker 
for assistance with meals and daily 
living. For information and a tour 
call Mylene Francis. 201.486.1282

EMPLOYMENT REFERRALS
Vazquez Harvesting &amp; Ser-
vices, LLC is accepting referrals 
through the State Workforce Agen-
cies for 60 farmworkers. The job 
includes duties associated with the 
planting, cultivation, transplanting, 
harvesting, and maintenance of 
fruits and vegetables. This work can 
require standing, walking, stooping, 

bending, and lifting up to 50 pounds 
for long periods of time outdoors 
in all weather conditions. This is a 
temporary position from 7/5/2017 
to 11/30/17.
Three-fourths of an avg. of 40/
hrs/wk guaranteed. Work tools, 
supplies, equipment provided at 
no cost. Housing will be provided 
without cost to workers who cannot 
reasonably return to their perma-
nent residence at the end of the 
work day. If applicable, expenses for 
subsistence &amp; transportation 
to the worksite will be provided. 
Employment eligibility checked on 
all applicants.
Wage rate $12.19/hr and/or piece 
rate. Apply for this job at your near-
est State Workforce Agency or The 
Office of Management and Budget, 
Human Resource Management, Em-
ployment Services at 820 N. French 
Street – Wilmington, DE 19801, 
reference job #DE512410.
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Yellow Dot Designs
Print • Web • Video

YELLOW DOT NEWS
During April and May, 
Ellen Hamilton, Chief 
Creative at Yellow Dot 
Designs, did the lay-out
and design for the 
Alexandria Times 
newspaper.
Contact Yellow Dot 
Designs for your print, 
web and video needs.

YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM
703-328-8046   ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com
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The Alexandria Times is your  
hometown newspaper.

To place an advertisement call 
sales at  703-739-0001  

and ask for Jane Hughes.
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474
marhule@McEnearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

REAL ESTATE

Recognized as one of 
Washingtonian Magazine’s 

Top Producing REALTORS® for 
the Second Year in a Row! 

Get ready for the Fall market - Call Mary Ashley to discuss your sale or new home purchase!

208 Adams Avenue  
Alexandria 

Sold for $656,000

1218 Decatur Street  
Washington, DC

Sold for $1,250,000
Represented the Buyer

830 N Columbus Street  
Alexandria 

Sold for $940,000

SOLD

828 N Columbus Street 
Alexandria

Sold for $1,095,000

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

COMIN
G 

SOON
435 N. Columbus Street, Alexandria

Co-listed with Colleen Coopersmith

Style & tradition are captured in this beautifully 
updated 1880 Old Town masterpiece. Fully 
restored, this 4-bedroom, 2-bath home has 
dramatic 10-foot ceilings, a gourmet kitchen and 
two fireplaces. Just steps from the Braddock 
Metro and a myriad of quaint eateries and 
neighborhood shops along King Street or in Del 
Ray. Escape the hustle and bustle of the city 
in the private lush yard with patio and hot tub.  
Room to create parking in the rear.

COMIN
G 

SOON
1020 N. Highland Street, Arlington 

The Heart of Clarendon

Sophistication & luxury in the heart of Clarendon!  
BEST floorplan in the Pheonix with an open living/
dining/kitchen layout. This 1-bedroom, 1-bath 
condo has hardwood floors, a designer kitchen 
with breakfast island and a balcony with views.  
Just one block from the Clarendon Metro and 
countless hip nightspots, restaurants, and stores.  
Everything is at your fingertips - including a fully 
equipped fitness center, media screening room, 
private rooftop pool,and an elegant club room. 
One garage parking space and storage included.


