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INSIDE

ACPS test score decline part of two-year trend

ECLIPSE IN ALEXANDRIA

Top: Forum One’s Kassandra Boyer looks up at the 
eclipse in special goggles during an eclipse watch 
break at her office.  
Above: The team at TSALT boutique in Old Town 
took a break to check out the eclipse. Pictured from 
L-R: Sarah Felton Eley, Charlene Sinkin, Margaret 
Hughes, Larissa Ottens and Rebecca Danenberg.
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Above: The 
eclipse view from 

Old Town
Right: Christian 

Myers, co-found-
er of Velocity Bike 

Cooperative in 
Del Ray, looks up 
to see the sun at 

the peak of the 
eclipse.

Subjects

English: Reading

English: Writing

History & Social Sciences

Mathematics

Science

2014-2015 
Pass rate

71%

70%

77%

69%

68%

2015-2016 
Pass rate

73%

69%

77%

68%

69%

2016-2017 
Pass rate

71%

68%

76%

66%

68%

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ SOL PERFORMANCE

Percent decline 
from last year

-2.7%

-1.5%

-1.3%

-2.9%

-1.5%

T.C. grad Tyler Ratliff 
wows during first 
months in minor 
leagues
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Like thousands of Alex-
andria athletes before him, 
Tyler Ratliff played Lit-
tle League baseball, while 
dreaming of someday mak-
ing the pros. 

Unlike most players, 
though, Ratliff’s aspiration 
was realized in June when 
the Texas Rangers drafted 
him in the 17th round of the 
2017 MLB draft.

In between dream and 

Little League 
to pro ball

SEE RATLIFF               | 12

Interim superintendent, 
school leaders discuss 
causes, path forward

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS AND 
DENISE DUNBAR

Alexandria City Public 
Schools saw slight declines in 
the pass rates of all five gen-
eral subject categories of its 
Virginia Standards of Learn-
ing test scores from the 2015-
16 to the 2016-17 school year, 
according to data released on 

SEE SOLS                         | 5

COURTESY PHOTO
Tyler Ratliff this summer as a 
member of the Spokane Indi-
ans, a short season A affiliate 
of the Texas Rangers.
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Trust
Revolutionizing real estate 
by delivering service beyond 
excellence. Inside or outside 
the Beltway, we help our 
clients find unparalleled 
value, benefits & resources.

Integrity
Fortune ranked BHHS as the 
#3 most respected name in 
business.

Stability
Harris Poll named BHHS real 
estate brand of the year.

Growth
Outpacing the Market with 
72% increase in units and 
62% in volume.

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314
Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire Hathaway PenFed 
Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Ask us

&Enjoy Your New Home

How To Save 1.5%
of Your Loan Amount

up to $10,000
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 

This totally trumps their morning walk...

AUGUST 26TH • 10AM-4PM

VISIT VILLAGEATSHIRLINGTON.COM FOR DETAILS

65+ EXHIBITORS • PET ADOPTION • PET PHOTOS • LIVE MUSIC • FAMILY FUN • AND MORE!

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

The Old Dominion Boat 
Club welcomed boat owners, 
skippers and crew from five 
nations as they competed in 
the 2nd Annual ODBC Cup 
Invitational Regatta last Satur-
day. Sailors representing Aus-
tralia, Canada, Great Britain, 
the Netherlands and the United 
States competed in a series of 
sailboat races off the ODBC 

docks on the Potomac River in 
Old Town Alexandria.  

The Old Dominion Boat 
Club is the oldest boating club 
in Virginia and sponsors many 
boating activities, including 
more than 150 high school row-
ers who participated in races 
last year from Boston to Ten-
nessee.

- Times staff

Old Dominion Boat Club 
Hosts 2nd Annual ODBC 
Cup Invitational Regatta

PHOTO/ LIZ BECKMAN

Salon Amarti & Spa will 
offer free haircuts to students 
heading back to school in Sep-
tember.

The Old Town salon, which 
is located at 1010 King St., will 
offer students in grades K-12 
the haircuts on Aug. 31 be-
tween 11 and 3 p.m.

In a promotional email, 
the salon said parents already 
face high back-to-school costs 
before taking their children to 
the salon, which prompted it to 
give back.

“When you look good, you 
feel good and that starts with a 
haircut,” the email read. “Sa-
lon Amarti & Spa agrees it’s 
about setting up local students 
for success.”

Those interested in the 
free back-to-school haircuts 
can call the salon at 703-928-
0591.
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com   

Salon to offer free back-to-school haircuts

Interim Superintendent Lois 
Berlin has appointed a new di-
rector of budget and financial 
systems to lead the annual bud-
get process for Alexandria City 
Public Schools.

Dominic Turner, who start-
ed the job on Aug. 7, joins ACPS 
with a background in local gov-
ernment positions, including 
budget analyst and management 
positions in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland. Before get-
ting the ACPS job offer, he was 
serving as capital improvement 
program budget manager and 
procurement unit supervisor for 
the Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commis-
sion, where he handled a budget 
of more than $750 million. 

He will be tasked with 
leading the budget develop-

ment process for ACPS’ Cap-
ital Improvement Plan and the 
Combined-Funds Budget. He 
will monitor budgets, ensure 
compliances with policies, reg-
ulations, grant rules and best 
practices, as well as develop and 
maintain budget policies and 
procedures. Turner will also act 
as liaison to schools and central 
office departments for budget 
items that are in line with the 
goals of ACPS’ 2020 Strategic 
Plan.

The news release touted 
Turner’s experience with imple-
menting and executing budgets 
for local government, as well as 
his track record of increasing 
efficiency and putting new ini-
tiatives into effect. 

“I am really pleased to as-
sume this role and look forward 

to the opportunity to put my 
experience and knowledge to 
work on behalf of ACPS. My 
grandfather was a teacher at 
Parker-Gray and George Wash-
ington High Schools and retired 
from ACPS after more than 30 
years in the schools. After retir-
ing he taught driving improve-
ment at T.C. Williams High 
School, so I already feel very 
connected to ACPS and vested 
in the mission to see every stu-
dent succeed,” Turner said in 
the release.

Turner received a Master of 
Business Administration from 
the University of Maryland and 
a Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration with a concentration 
in finance from the College of 
William and Mary.
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

New Director of Budget and 
Financial Systems for ACPS
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A motion filed by 
Charles Severance 
earlier this month 
seeking an additional 
$45,645.11 to cover 
his legal representa-
tion on appeal was 
denied by the Cir-
cuit Court of Fairfax 
County. Instead, ap-
proximately $1,600 was made 
available, according to Alexan-
dria Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter.

Severance was 
convicted in 2015 of 
all 10 charges filed 
against him, includ-
ing the capital mur-
ders of Ruthanne 
Lodato and Ron-
ald Kirby and the 
first-degree murder 
of Nancy Dunning.

Porter and fellow Common-
wealth’s Attorneys David A. 
Lord, Marc J. Birnbaum and 
James F. Entas argued against 

the request on the grounds that 
the court did not have jurisdic-
tion to hear the motion and also 
on substantive grounds. 

The attorneys noted that 
Severance had already been 
granted $654,186.36 in public 
money at the trial stage alone, 
not including expenses related 
to witness travel, and that they 
deliberately did not seek the 
death penalty for Severance in 
the case. 

- ddunbar@alextimes.com

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of
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Come see our new garden settings for the permanent 
rememberance of a loved one at a range of affordable prices. 

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856. 

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Ground burial sites also available.

CRIME
Alexandria man arrested after 
robbery attempt, sexual battery

An Alexandria man is 
charged with attempted rob-
bery, abduction and sexual 
battery after two incidents that 
occurred within an hour of one 
another on Aug. 14.

Joshua Sprinkle, an 18-year-
old city resident, is accused of 
grabbing a victim from behind 
and demanding money at a bike 
trail near Holmes Run Parkway. 
The victim, who remains un-
named, struggled with a male 

suspect before the suspect fled 
the scene. Alexandria Police 
Department officers were dis-
patched at 3:24 p.m.

Later that day, at 3:59 p.m., 
officers were dispatched to the 
500 block of North Jordan Street, 
where a suspect grabbed a female 
victim’s buttocks while walking 
up the stairs inside an apartment 
building. The victim screamed at 
the suspect and he fled.

In both instances, the sus-

pect was described as a tall, 
slim black male with short hair. 

Sprinkle was arrested on 
Aug. 16 and is being held with-
out bond. He is charged with at-
tempted robbery and abduction 
in the first incident and sexual 
battery in the second incident. 

Anyone with information 
about this incident of assault or 
others is asked to contact Detective 
Brad Cecchetti at 703-746-6858. 
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

Severance request for appeal 
representation funding denied

Charles  
Severance

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

Archaeologists discover 
remains of The Strand

Archaeologists excavating 
south of the Robinson Landing 
site on Wolfe Street have found 
remains of The Strand, a pas-
sageway created in the 18th cen-
tury east of Union Street to fa-
cilitate Alexandria’s expansion 
eastward, according to the city’s 
August archaeology newsletter.

The Strand cut through the 
block between the building at 2 
Duke St. and Pioneer Mill and 
then ended at the intersection 
with Wolfe Street during the 
19th and 20th centuries. The 
Strand had receded by the 1920s 

and extended only between 2 
Duke St. and the Robinson Ter-
minal South warehouse by the 
1930s and 1940s.

Archaeologists found the 
southern end of The Strand as 
it reached Wolfe Street, which 
was paved with flat stones, 
which archaeologists suggest 
was a method of keeping the 
low-lying piece of land from be-
coming impossible to navigate 
during rainstorms. 

Meanwhile, archaeologists 
at the Robinson Terminal South 
site continued excavations, 

including at the bakery and 
bulkhead complexes. During 
the excavation, archaeologists 
discovered the foundations of 
buildings that fronted on Wolfe 
Street, including one original-
ly built along The Strand, as 
well as narrow alleyways and 
small yards behind the build-
ings. These buildings, which 
were largely residential, were 
replaced by the beginning of the 
20th century by more industrial 
developments, according to the 
newsletter.
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

Aug. 15 by Virginia’s Depart-
ment of Education.

The declines in the pass rates 
were consistent across most of 
ACPS’ 16 schools, with only 
two schools – Lyles-Crouch 
Traditional Academy and Sam-
uel Tucker Elementary – up in 
more categories than they were 
down. The declines were also 
consistent across 
most subgroups and 
demographics. 

The declines, al-
beit small, reflect a 
two-year downward 
trend for the city’s 
public school system. 
Multi-year drops 
were present in three 
SOL subject areas — English 
writing, history and social sci-
ences and math — while two 
other categories — English 
reading and science – remained 
unchanged. The Math SOL pass 
rate suffered the largest decline, 
falling by 4.35 percent since the 
2014-15 school year. 

ACPS also lags behind peer 
districts in the commonwealth, 
with a pass rate that was 11.4 
percent lower than the state-
wide average. In science, the 
pass rate gap was particularly 
stark: ACPS tallied 68 points 
compared to the Virginia aver-
age of 82. 

Interim Superintendent Dr. 
Lois Berlin, who started her posi-
tion in late July, said the declines 
reflected a number of factors, in-
cluding Alexandria’s constantly 
changing student population.

“We are a city that’s very 
transient,” Berlin said. “This is 

in no way putting it on students, 
but if we have students who 
move in late in the year and they 
haven’t been with us, they may 
not have the same results.” 

That’s a point that was cor-
roborated by Lyles-Crouch 
Principal Dr. Patricia Zissios, 
who pointed out the large num-
bers of military families, im-
migrants and families who ar-
rived as a result of the change 

in administration at 
the White House. In 
addition, Zissios said 
English Learning 
students comprise 
10 percent of her 
school’s population, 
with most of those 
students being Ethio-
pian immigrants who 

speak Amharic. 
“As a public school, all stu-

dents are our constituents. We 
give them whatever is neces-
sary to provide for their needs,” 
Zissios said. “The children that 
are coming to us – be it children 
from other countries with a lan-
guage deficiency or children 
with special needs – they’re all 
tested.”

Lyles-Crouch represent-
ed a bright spot for ACPS in 
SOL test scores for the 2016-
17 school year. The K-5 school 
which serves 441 students was 
the highest-performer in the 
district, achieving a pass rate 
of 90 percent or better in sev-
en of the nine individual test 
categories, which measure stu-
dents by subject. The highlights 
included a 99 percent pass rate 
in Virginia Studies, 96 percent 
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Subjects

English: Reading

English: Writing

History & Social Sciences

Mathematics

Science

STATE VS. CITY SOL PASS RATE (2016-17)

Alexandria

71%

68%

76%

66%

68%

Virginia

80%

79%

86%

79%

82%

Dr. Patricia Zissios

“We are a city 
that’s very 
transient. This 

is in no way putting 
it on students, but if 
we have students who 
move in late in the year 
and they haven’t been 
with us, they may not 
have the same results.”

– Patricia Zissios,
principal, Lyles-Crouch
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pass rate in Grade Four English 
and 96 percent passing in Grade 
Four Mathematics. 

Zissios credits consisten-
cy – she has been at the school 
since July 2004 – and a number 
of measures with helping boost 
scores at her school, including 
“intervention” teams that teach-
ers run to help students in partic-
ular subject areas. Also  helpful 
were partnerships with entities 
like 4-H and the T.C. Williams 
High School student-led orga-
nization Watershed Warriors, 
which promotes awareness of 
the environment to fifth grad-
ers in ACPS schools.

“It’s having the same lead-
ers and having a consistent 
staff in that space. We have 
relatively little turnover, so our 
staff is more cohesive,” Zissios 
said. “… We work very well as 
a team, we look at what we can 
all offer to help our kids and it’s 
an all-hands-on-deck model, so 
that everyone with time in their 
schedule tutors or runs inter-
vention groups.” 

But though Lyles-Crouch 
did well this year, Zissios said 
that won’t result in complacen-
cy. 

“We were not happy with 
our results because we saw 
places we did not perform as 
well as we did in the past,” Zis-
sios said. “When we got the 
scores, we were already work-
ing on intervention groups and 
working on plans on how we’ll 
hit the ground the first day.” 

Jefferson-Houston School 
also stood out from other 
schools, and though its pass 
rates went up and down equally 
for the year, its reading and writ-
ing pass rates both increased. Its 
8th grade English reading score 
jumped by 27 points, from 54 to 
81 percent, while its 8th grade 
writing pass rate increased by 
24 points, from 40 percent to 64 
percent passing.

Francis C. Hammond Mid-
dle School and Charles Barrett 
Elementary, however, experi-
enced near-universal declines 
in their pass rates. Hammond 
was down in 10 of 11 categories, 

with only 24 percent passing 
8th grade math — an 18-point 
drop in the category over the 
past two school years. 

Though it still had some of 
the highest overall pass per-
centages in the city, Charles 
Barrett declined in six of seven 
subject areas.

Barrett Principal Seth Ken-
nard said he wasn’t satisfied 
with the results, but said de-
clines didn’t reflect the success 
he sees on a day-to-day basis. 

“I don’t think any of us are 
overall satisfied when these 
things come out. It’s not a clear 
picture of the work of students, 
families and teachers. I’m 
proud of individual gains by 
students. I’m proud of our over-
all achievement as a school,” 
Kennard said. “Focusing on 
subgroups and mathematics for 
us, we saw small declines. We 
saw a lot of students coming to 
us that were very far behind and 
they had to be caught up.”

Kennard said, in instances 
where schools receive a num-
ber of students coming from 
outside the district, it takes time 
to see them perform at the same 
level.

“It’s not a two-year window. 
It’s a longer time for these stu-
dents,” Kennard said. “A lot of 
what we’re focused on is getting 
students ready to be successful 
in middle school.” 

At Alexandria’s lone high 
school, T.C. Williams, SOL 
scores were a mixed bag with 
mostly lower pass rates: scores 
dropped in seven subjects and 
rose in four. Math performance 
was uneven, with a three-point 
increase in the Algebra I pass 
rate more than offset by a six-
point drop in Algebra II and a 
concerning 12-point drop in the 
Geometry pass rate.

Berlin said there are “abso-
lutely” ways to increase scores 
in subjects where T.C. experi-
enced declines. She said, with 
a new incoming principal in 
Peter Balas and the creation of 
new campus academies, she’s 
optimistic about the coming 
school year.
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I don’t think any of us are overall satisfied 
when these things come out. It’s not a clear 

picture of the work of students, families and teachers. 
I’m proud of individual gains by students. I’m 
proud of our overall achievement as a school.” 

– Seth Kennard,
principal, Charles Barrett Elementary SchoolPHOTO/ACPS
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“We have new leadership 
in place there, we have reorga-
nization of its administrative 
team in order to provide stron-
ger support. We’re looking at 
instructional coaches who can 
work with staff to increase 
their skill base and strategy 
delivery,” Berlin 
said. “I have high, 
high hopes for T.C. 
with a fresh start this 
year. Whether you’re 
looking at individu-
al or course results 
or what we’re doing 
with the Internation-
al Academy, they 
have just huge opportunity for 
success this year.”

The declines were reflected 
across subgroups and demo-
graphics, with some student 
groups experiencing notable 
shifts. Asian students experi-
enced the sharpest decline in 
their pass rate, with their En-
glish reading score falling by 
nine points and their English 
writing score dropping by sev-
en. Female students, though 
ahead of male peers in all five 
testing categories, suffered de-
clines in four of the five general 
subject areas. White students 
continued to have the highest 
pass rates in ACPS, but their 
numbers fell in four of the five 
subject areas. 

Students with disabilities 
continued to have the lowest 
pass rates in the district, with 
the pass rate for English writing 
falling by six points to 29 per-
cent passing and math numbers 
dropping two points to 32 per-

cent passing.
Berlin, who was a special 

education teacher in her early 
career, said this was an issue 
that was particularly close to 
her. 

“It’s an age-old problem. I 
started as a special education 
teacher a long time ago and 
that’s been a challenge all along 

the way, not having 
a narrow focus on 
a particular skill, 
but teaching skills 
through the content 
and through the cur-
riculum that’s just so 
vitally important,” 
Berlin said. “If we 
focus a little more in 

that area, we’ll see gains with 
special needs students.”

“There’s no easy answer to 
this – it’s very individualized. A 
lot of those needs aren’t tested. 
They’re things that are affecting 
the ability to learn,” Kennard 
said. “We have to address the 
social and emotional things, as 
well as the academic and make 
sure students are supported and 
loved and ready to learn.” 

Zissios said another issue 
with special education testing is 
the method itself. 

“You’re not going to do as 
well because you’re already 
coming in with a deficit,” Zis-
sios said. “And we’re not saying, 
‘well, you’re in fifth grade but 
reading at a third grade level, so 
we’ll give you the third grade 
test.’ We’re not actually assess-
ing a student’s growth. If we 
could do that with our special 
education children, you would 
see a tremendous growth.” 

When it comes to how 

ACPS stacks up against neigh-
boring districts and the rest of 
the commonwealth, Berlin said 
it’s difficult to compare to any 
other district.

“There are parts of Fairfax 
that are very similar to Alexan-
dria and parts of Arlington that 
are very similar. Are we going 
to be a Fairfax or an Arlington? 
I think we have our own unique 
characteristics,” Berlin said. 
“We need to learn from our col-
leagues and what they’re doing 
that works – what we can ‘beg, 
borrow and steal’ from them, 
but we are a unique place and 
I can’t worry about ‘are we go-
ing to do as well as Fairfax and 
Arlington?’ I just worry about 

‘how are we doing for us?’” 
Berlin said Alexandria is 

diverse – with many students 
arriving with disadvantages, 
and others living in poverty or 
coming from homelessness.

“It’s part of the beauty and 
part of the challenge of the 
city,” she said.

When Berlin contemplates 
the way forward, she said the 
strategy won’t be dramatical-
ly different from what schools 
have already been doing – look-
ing at growth and decline, as 
well as looking at what works 
and what doesn’t. 

“It’s a matter of going ‘what 
are we doing right there? What 
is working and what is really 

helping our students to make 
gains? What are the inhibitors 
and what’s getting in the way of 
student success?’” Berlin said. 
“We can look at overall SOL 
scores, but that doesn’t give us 
the information we need about 
our students. We really want 
to look at how they are doing 
against themselves.”

Alexandria City Public 
School Board Chair Ramee 
Gentry didn’t immediately re-
spond to requests for comment.

The Virginia Department 
of Education is set to release 
accreditation information for 
individual schools on Sept. 13. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Subjects

English: Reading

English: Writing

History & Social Sciences

Mathematics

Science

Asian

77%

81%

87%

79%

74%

Black

66%

65%

73%

60%

66%

Hispanic

58%

53%

64%

52%

52%

ACPS SOL SCORES BY ETHNICITY (2016-17)
White

91%

91%

94%

88%

90%

SOL PASS RATE BY GENDER (2016-17)
Subjects

English: Reading

English: Writing

History & Social Sciences

Mathematics

Science

Female

76%

74%

79%

69%

70%

Male

67%

63%

73%

62%

66%
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BY DENISE DUNBAR

Grace Manly Machanic died 
Aug. 17 of a pulmonary embo-
lism suffered in her Alexandria 
home. She was 81.

Machanic was a well-known 
and beloved ballet instructor 
who taught generations of chil-
dren at her School for Swans 
studio, which she started in 
1975.

Longtime friend and former 
business partner Judy Rhodes 
Calgaro said Machanic had a 
special gift for teaching chil-
dren.

“She treated every child as 
special from the moment they 
came to her until the moment 
they came on the stage,” Cal-
garo said. “She transported the 
children to fairyland in every 
class.”

Calgaro said Machanic’s 
love of life manifested itself in 
all facets of her life, but partic-
ularly in teaching dance.

“She just had that natural 
stage presence and would glow 
[onstage],” Calgaro said. “She 
gave that to her students. She 
was so joyful in dance, in what 
she did and she shared her gifts.”

Steve Harris got to know 
Machanic when they did com-
munity theatre together in the 
early 1980s. He was immedi-
ately struck by her energy and 
optimism.

“She just had this young 
vitalness about her that tran-
scended generations. She had 
that kind of energy, that kind 
of spirit,” Harris said. “She was 
just optimistic beyond reason.”

In addition to teaching 
dance, friends said Machanic 
was a talented performer and 
choreographer. 

“As a performer, she was 
sparkling,” Calgaro said. “She 
just lit up the stage.”

“She had that x factor kind 
of stage presence,” Harris con-
curred.

According to Calgaro, Ma-
chanic directed the Arlington 
Dance Theatre School and 
performed the Nutcracker at 

Thomas Jefferson High School. 
Daughter Laura Machanic said 
Grace Machanic also served 
on the board of the Little The-
atre of Alexandria and choreo-
graphed a number of shows 
both there and at Bishop Ireton 
High School.

Calgaro emphasized what a 
caring friend Machanic was. 

“She was always the first 
person to be there when some-
one was in a crisis,” she said. 
“There’s no one more loyal and 
dedicated. She was dedicated in 
everything.”

Harris stressed Machanic’s 
humility as a performer.

“She never competed,” he 
said, “She would dance in the 

chorus and she was as happy as 
if she was dancing the lead in 
‘Swan Lake.’”

“She embodied her name,” 
Harris said. “She was the per-
sonification of grace.”

Grace Wishart Manly was 
born Jan. 19, 1936 in Lynch-
burg, Virginia. She began danc-
ing at an early age and continued 

studying ballet after her family 
moved to the District of Colum-
bia in 1950. One of her grand-
fathers, Charles Manly, was an 
engineer who was involved in 
early efforts to invent the air-
plane.

She graduated from Bethes-
da Chevy Chase High School in 
1954 and from Madison State 
Teacher’s College, now James 
Madison University, in 1958 
with a Bachelors of Science in 
Education. She taught English 
at Walter Johnson High School 
in Bethesda for several years, 
while maintaining her passion 
for dance. 

She married her husband, 
Roger Machanic, in 1963 and 
they settled in Old Town, where 
they raised their children, Bruce 
and Laura.

Laura Machanic said it is 
part of her family’s lore that as 
her parents were walking out of 
the church on their wedding day, 
amid cheers and showers of rice, 
Roger leaned over and whis-
pered into Grace’s ear, “Grace, 
I quit my job.”

Married in April, they were 
unable to take a proper hon-
eymoon because of Grace’s 
teaching duties, which included 
chaperoning English students 
to Europe in the summertime. 
Roger went along in the sum-
mer of 1963. Laura said Roger 
lamented, “We had 20 kids with 
us on our honeymoon. Some 
honeymoon.”

Machanic was preceded in 
death by her husband Roger 
and her parents, Charles Mat-
thews Manly and Flora Eames 
Cox. She is survived by her son, 
Bruce Machanic, and his wife, 
Susan Redding Machanic, of 
Arlington, Virginia; daughter, 
Laura Machanic, and her hus-
band, Tom Dabney, of Alexan-
dria; grandchildren Kathryn R. 
Machanic and Tyler R. Mach-
anic; step-grandchildren Emo-
ry Dabney and Steven Dabney; 
sister Trammell Maury of Kens-
ington, Maryland; and numer-
ous devoted nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Local ballet teacher Grace Machanic dies at 81

COURTESY PHOTO
Top: Grace Machanic teaches a class of young children at her School for Swans studio, which she 
opened in 1975 and was still running at the time of her death last week at age 81. Above left: The Ma-
chanics at the 2001 wedding of a family friend. Pictured from L to R: Roger Machanic, Laura Machanic, 
Grace Machanic, Bruce Machanic and Susan Redding Machanic. Above right: In this undated photo 
of Grace Machanic, she playfully poses with a new friend she met while on vacation with her family in 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine. Machanic took her family sailing each summer at the Linekin Bay Resort and 
paid for the vacation with earnings from her ballet school.

COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO/DAVID POLESKI
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JEANNE WARNER
+1 703 980 9106  |  jwarner@ttrsir.com
jeannewarner.ttrsir.com

CUSTOM BUILT BELLE HAVEN HOME 

1925 Summit Terrace
Belle Haven

Fabulous, light filled four bedroom, three and one half bath home offering 
vaulted ceilings, exquisite architectural detail, two family rooms, three 
fireplaces, two car garage, spectacular garden room with skylights and French 
doors leading out to the private patio with a gazebo and fountain. $1,200,000.

Exquisite architectural detail and an open floor plan make this exceptional home perfect for grand 
entertaining as well as comfortable family living. Featuring splendid wide hallways, soaring ceilings, 
gorgeous moldings, luxurious master suite, four fireplaces, state of the art kitchen with adjoining 
breakfast area, four garage spaces, mature trees and plantings, and an inviting screened porch 
overlooking the grounds and the guest house. $3,500,000.

CLASSIC ELEGANCE WITH A GUEST HOUSE

319 Mansion Drive
Alexandria

OPEN SUNDAY 2 TO 4 PM
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Dedicated craft beer 
and wine retailer 
hopes to fill niche in 
Del Ray 

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Northern Virginia na-
tives Jeff Sapsford and Stevie 
Treichel visited the Del Ray 
neighborhood often while 
growing up.

The duo is returning years 
later with a concept: a craft beer 
and wine emporium. The store, 
called Department of Beer and 
Wine, opens tomorrow at 2724 
Jefferson Davis Highway in To-
ny’s Corner at Potomac Yard.

As the name suggests, the 
Department of Beer and Wine 
will serve a wide selection of 
craft beer and wine at the 1,511 
square foot storefront, with a 
heavy focus on all things local, 
regional and Virginia. Treichel 
said the store aims to be accessi-
ble, accommodating customers 
who want to pick up a 12-pack 
of Stella on their way home and 
more daring beer fans who want 
the newest limited release avail-
able. The store will offer 22 
taps, which will rotate between 
craft beer and select wines, and 
will sell growlers and 32-ounce 
crowlers.

The store offers many of 
the bigger names in craft beer, 
including Stone Brewing, Uin-
ta Brewing and Ommegang 
Brewery. Local breweries like 
Shaw’s Right Proper Brewing 
Co. will also be frequent guests 
on Department of Beer and 
Wine’s tap list.  The store will 
also offer snacks, ranging from 
foreign and exotic candy to, 
eventually, grab-and-go food 
like frozen pizza – something 
Sapsford’s wife, Melissa Saps-
ford, oversees. 

The decision to open a craft 
beer store in Potomac Yard 
came from years of working 
together in the industry on both 
coasts. Sapsford and Treichel 
were always fans of craft beer 
and both previously worked at 

Norm’s Beer & Wine in near-
by Vienna. Another prior stop 
was in Los Angeles’ Echo Park 
neighborhood, where Sapsford 
was the general manager at 
Sunset Beer Co. and where Tre-
ichel also worked.

Family brought Sapsford 
and Treichel back to Virginia. 
When Sapsford, who was work-
ing as an adjunct professor at 
George Mason University and 
part-time at Norm’s, came back 
to Del Ray, it wasn’t the neigh-
borhood he recognized from 
his childhood. It was growing 
quickly and, though it had sev-
eral restaurants and bars with 

plentiful craft beer and wine 
options, it lacked a store that 
offered the same options as 
Norm’s or Sunset. That’s when 
Sapsford realized there was an 
opportunity.

“Potomac Yard wasn’t here 
when I left,” Sapsford said. 
“When I came back, I thought 
‘there isn’t a beer store there? I 
want to open one.’” 

“It was a good fit because, 
growing up, I came over here 
often. So this was familiar ter-
ritory,” Treichel said. “I moved 
right down the street, so now 
I’m here all the time.”

Community was a major 

selling point for Sapsford and 
Treichel, who both live in Al-
exandria. They took note of 
how Del Ray responded after 
Al’s Steakhouse suffered a dev-
astating fire on the day it re-
opened under new leadership. 
It reminded them of the support 
Norm’s Beer & Wine own-
er Norm Yow had received in 
2011, when a Fresh Market store 
moved into the same shopping 
plaza Norm’s had occupied for 
years, which threatened to close 
Norm’s due to a non-complete 
clause from Fresh Market.

“The community really ral-
lied around [Norm’s],” Sapsford 
said. “It seemed like the same 
kind of community here.”

Sapsford and Treichel signed 
the lease in December 2016 and, 
while they initially planned to 
open within a few months, build 
out delays pushed their opening 
date to late summer. 

Now as they approach their 
soft opening, Sapsford and 
Treichel, who will operate the 
business as co-owners, look 
forward to getting settled in. 
Their former employer, Norm 
Yow, has even joined the new 

business with a small owner-
ship stake.

The store will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Sundays, though 
Sapsford and Treichel said 
that might change down the 
road. They plan to host regular 
wine and beer tastings on most  

Department of Beer and Wine opens in Potomac Yard
BUSINESS

News Bites

PHOTOS/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Above: After an eight month buildout process, Department of Beer and Wine will open at Tony’s Corner 
at Potomac Yard tomorrow. Below: Jeff Sapsford (left) and Stevie Treichel sit behind the counter of their 
new Alexandria store, Department of Beer and Wine.

SEE BEER AND WINE     | 21

Arlington-based restaurant 
chain Bob and Edith’s Diner 
opened their fourth location 
at 5918 N. Kings Highway in 
Alexandria in early August.

Longtime Caboose Café 
owner Rhoda Worku will 
retire from the restaurant she 
founded 14 years ago. The 
Del Ray favorite, located at 
2419 Mount Vernon Ave., has 
gained a large following for its 
Ethiopian fare. The restaurant 
is expected to continue to 
operate under new ownership.

Red Barn Mercantile will 
open a store dedicated to 
all things stationery at 1201 
King St. The store will be 
called Penny Post Paper 
Goods and will carry cards, 
personal and business 
stationery and special 
occasion invitations, among 
other things.

A special permit has been 
filed for Grateful Juice Co. to 
move into a 525-square-foot 
space at 727 N. Henry St. 
Grateful Juice Co., owned by 
Kimberly Sickmen Landini, 
plans to serve juices and 
coffee, as well as some 
breakfast and lunch items. 

Chop Shop Taco filed a 
special use permit to move 
into a storefront near Grateful 
Juice Co. at 1008 to 1010 
Madison St. The restaurant 
plans to serve an array of Tex-
Mex food, including tacos, rice 
bowls, chips and salsa and 
guacamole, as well as beer, 
wine and craft cocktails.  
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R E A L T O R S®

Diann Hicks Carlson
703-549-8700
703-628-2440

Weichert Old Town

Sited on over an acre of lushly landscaped grounds, 909 Vicar Lane 
is a stately residence solidly built in 1940 and expanded in 2008. 
Nearly 7,000 square feet of beautifully designed, light-filled spaces 
are ideal for family living as well as entertaining on a grand scale.
Quite close to Old Town and St. Stephen's and St. Agnes School, this 
sensational property will warmly welcome your family and friends.  
$3,195,000.

IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA  
Minutes to Capitol Hill and the Kennedy Center
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draft there were years of hard 
work.

“He just had a passion for 
it,” said his dad, Eric Ratliff. 
“He’s been doing it since he 
could walk. He started with 
t-ball, then coach pitch, then to 
regular Little League baseball. 
That was his thing. He was all 
about baseball.”

Tyler Ratliff, who is now 
21, said professional baseball 
was “definitely one of my 
goals when I was really little, 
when I first started playing – 
when I was like five or six.” 

Eric Ratliff said Tyler took 
after his wife Connie’s side of 
the family with his overall ath-
leticism. But it was Tyler who 
worked to refine that innate 
ability into baseball skills.

“He played baseball in the 
spring, then did the summer 
season,” Eric Ratliff said. 
“Then he played again in the 
fall and worked out all winter.”

Alexandria roots
Along the way, Tyler at-

tended Alexandria City Public 
Schools. He went to Samuel 
Tucker Elementary School, 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School and T.C. Williams High 
School. While an 8th grader at 

Hammond, Tyler played for 
the T.C. junior varsity baseball 
team and then made the varsity 
squad as a freshman.

Tyler teamed up with T.C. 
pitcher Alec Grosser, who was 
one year ahead of him, to lead 
the Titans to several successful 
seasons.

“He and Alec worked out 
together and played together,” 
Eric Ratliff said. “The two of 
them ended up getting draft-
ed. Previous to them there was 
about a 30-year stretch since 
any one [from T.C. Williams] 
was drafted.”

At T.C. Williams, Tyler 
Ratliff hit .350 as a sopho-
more, .401 as a junior and .425 
his senior year, when he won 
all-region and all-district hon-
ors. Along the way he main-
tained a grade point average of 
3.95 and made the honor roll 
all four years.

Constantly improving
Rob Riley, Ratliff’s hitting 

instructor for the past six years 
at R&D Baseball, an academy 
that helps develop top players 
in the D.C. metro area, said 
he was astounded that Ratliff 
wasn’t recruited out of high 
school.

“We saw Tyler’s talent early 
on. We always saw the skill set 

and we knew the type of kid he 
was and the type of competitor 
he was,” Riley said.

Riley said he and Dan Olds, 
co-owner of R&D Baseball, 
began working with Tyler in 
2012, the summer after his 
sophomore year in high school.

“We’ve watched Tyler grow 
up over the last six years,” Ri-
ley said. “It’s been fantastic to 
get to know him and Eric and 
Connie and their whole fami-
ly…We trained him as a pitcher 
and a hitter and on overall ath-
leticism and explosiveness.”

Riley said he continued 
working with Ratliff after he 
left to play baseball at Mar-
shall University, where he 
spent three years before being 
drafted.

“I talk to Tyler at least 
weekly. We talk about his 
week and how he’s doing. We 
want to help him get to the big 
leagues,” Riley said.

Wowing the scouts
Each winter, R&D Base-

ball hosts a scout day when 
a handful of their top players 
work out in front of profes-
sional scouts. Riley said that 
day in January was a good one 
for Tyler.

Driving Miss Daisy                                9/9 – 9/30

It’s 1948 in the Deep South just 
prior to the civil rights movement. 
The wealthy, strong-willed, Daisy 
Wertham, is a Jewish woman 
living in a WASP-dominated 
community. Hoke, a dignified, 
unemployed black man is hired 
as her chauffeur. 
This Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play spans their complex 25-
year relationship to show that 
friendships are found in even the 
most unlikely circumstances.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
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New Deliveries from 
your favorite brands  
Alice & Olivia,  
Avenue Montaigne,  
& Smythe —  
JUST IN!

Featuring New  
Designers like  
Zadig & Voltaire, 
BA&SH, Laura  
Siegel, & Klements

Come Shop TSALT's
New Arrivals for Fall

www.TSALTSTYLE.com  
106 N. St. Asaph Street , Old Town Alexandria

Store HourS

Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 
 Sunday 12pm - 5pm

PHOTO/CLYDE CLICK
Tyler Ratliff played mostly third base while a member of the Marshall University baseball team. Ratliff 
played three years for Marshall before being selected by the Texas Rangers in the June 2017 MLB draft.
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“We give our future draft 
picks an early look by scouts,” 
Riley said. “The scouts came 
in and Tyler put on a show with 
the bat. That got him on the 
map with a lot of [scouts] and 
they tracked him all spring…
and the Texas Rangers fortu-
nately gave him an opportu-
nity.”

Ratliff said he didn’t know 
what to expect when draft day 
arrived.

“Honestly, you never know 
[in what round] you’re going to 
get drafted,” he said. “People 
say you’re going to get drafted 
here, you’re going to get draft-

ed there. People say a hundred 
different scenarios.”

In the weeks between fin-
ishing his junior year baseball 
season at Marshall in May and 
the MLB draft in June, Ratliff 
traveled around the country 
working out for various teams. 
In addition to Texas, he worked 
out for the Kansas City Royals 
and the New York Yankees.

“It was a cool experience,” 
Ratliff said. “You get to hit in a 
big league park with big league 
baseballs. It was just like tak-
ing batting practice.”

Unlike many players, Rat-
liff has not had a difficult time 
with the transition from metal 
bats in college to the wooden 

models used in professional 
baseball.

“Honestly, I didn’t like 
swinging metal bats in college. 
Metal bats don’t show you who 
the real hitters are,” he said. 
“You can get away with a lot 
of cheap hits. When we prac-
ticed and took batting practice 
in college I never used a metal 
bat. I always practiced with a 
wood bat. I did it because hon-
estly an aluminum bat is kind 
of like a cheater bat.”

Lessons from Marshall
Ratliff’s college coach 

at Marshall, Jeff Waggoner, 
said Ratliff struggled while 
starting out as a freshman, as 

many do, but three-fourths of 
the way through that year he 
beat out a senior to become the 
team’s starting third baseman. 
He then wound up playing in 
virtually every game for three 
years.

“His work ethic was really 
great…He came in with tools, 
but you could see his body get-
ting better every year. He got 
stronger and faster…that’s a 
tribute to his work ethic,” he 
said. “…The other thing that 
set him apart is he’s a really 
smart baseball player. He’s 
a guy who picked up things  
really quick.”

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are
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COURTESY PHOTO
Tyler Ratliff grew up playing 
baseball in Alexandria. He played 
on local Little League teams from 
t-ball through majors and then 
starred for the T.C. Williams High 
School team. 



14 |AUGUST 24, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

$1,399,000
530 North Pitt Street  
Old Town  

SOLD 
208 Green Street  
Old Town

$1,299,000
4013 Ferry Landing Road  
Mount Vernon 

$2,100,000
1429 Harvest Crossing 
Drive, McLean

COMING SOON 

UNDER CONTRACT
715B Massey Lane  
Old Town

SOLD 

722 Carpenter Drive
Old Town

SOLD 
718 Carpenter Drive  
Old Town

SOLD 
700 Lyles Lane  
Old Town

SOLD 
819 Prince Street  
Old Town

400 South Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Heather has almost 40 years experience and has successfully sold 
over 4,000 homes. Please contact her for all your real estate needs.

HeatHer Corey
TTR Sotheby's International Realty

hcorey@ttrsir.com   |   703.989.1183
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Part 1 of 2
The day is over. The dish-

es are done, the shades are 
drawn and the kids are finally 
asleep.  All that is left is for you 
to hop into bed and get some 
much-needed sleep. For most 
people, this is an event that is 
repeated time and time again 
without an extra thought.  How-
ever, for millions of Americans, 
bedtime is often fraught with 
anxiety and frustration.  

Insom-
nia is an 
extremely 
c o m m o n 
m e d i c a l 
complaint 
that gener-
ates more 
than five 
m i l l i o n 

office visits to health care 
professionals per year. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
recommend that adults get 
at least seven hours of sleep 
each night; however, they also 
report that one-third of all 
Americans usually sleep for 
less than that. 

As a primary care physi-
cian, the biggest complaint I 
hear from patients with insom-
nia is that their daytime per-
formance at home or at work is 
often decreased and they are not 
able to function as they would 
like.  Insomnia can often lead to 

anxiety, depression, headaches, 
moodiness and tension in pro-
fessional and personal relation-
ships. 

While the impact this has on 
one’s quality of life is signifi-
cant, the medical sequela can be 
even greater: heart disease, dia-
betes, and obesity have all been 
linked closely with insomnia.  

What can be done?  Can it 
be treated and if so, do medi-
cations have the best treatment 
outcomes, or are there other op-
tions?  In order to treat insom-
nia, we must first define it and 
properly diagnose it.

There are three main criteria 
that must be met in order to 
diagnose someone with in-
somnia:
• The patient complains of dif-
ficulty in falling asleep, staying 
asleep or waking up too early, 
• The sleep problems arise in 
a setting where the patient has 
adequate opportunity to get the 
proper amount of sleep. 
• The patient suffers from day-
time side effects of not getting 
enough sleep.

Once a patient fits the crite-
ria of having insomnia, we usu-
ally classify the level of insom-

nia they have. The International 
Classification of Sleep Disor-
ders recognizes three major 
types of insomnia: short-term 
insomnia, chronic insomnia 
and other insomnia.  

Short-term insomnia is 
often caused by a significant 
stressor event and is usual-
ly present for less than three 
months. While it often caus-
es significant concern for the 
patient, it usually improves or 
goes away after the stressor re-
solves or the patient adjusts to 
the stressor.  

Chronic insomnia lasts 

longer than three months and 
symptoms often can occur sev-
eral times per week. Other in-
somnia is when patients exhibit 
some symptoms of difficulty in 
maintaining or initiating sleep, 
but do not meet all the criteria of 
short term or chronic insomnia. 

While the diagnosis of in-
somnia is made by obtaining 
a detailed medical history and 
while there are no specific blood 
tests that can be used to diag-
nose, we frequently will check 
lab work to ensure that there are 
not any underlying conditions.  
A thorough physical exam that 
includes lab work and EKGs to 
rule out thyroid problems, heart 
problems, electrolyte problems, 
diabetes and kidney issues are 
often performed as part of the 
initial work up.  

Often, the patient is referred 
to a sleep medicine clinic where 
they can undergo a sleep study. 
Once we have confirmed that 
the patient is suffering from 
insomnia and that they do not 
have any underlying issues, we 
then focus on symptom treat-
ment.

In my next column, we will 
explore various coping mecha-
nisms and treatment options for 
insomnia. 

The writer is the chief 
medical officer of Bel-

leview Medical Partners
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Upbeat production about being Black in 
modern culture is original and nostalgic
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Dr. Vivek Sinha

Dealing with insomnia: symptoms and diagnosis
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tory tours and lessons as fall approaches

20
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Getting schooled by Thom-
as W. Jones II, aka “Afro Joe”, 
is a lesson in growing up 
black, Catholic and urban hip – 
“sticky leg” and all. Jones is a 
poet with a fusillade style of co-
medic delivery that gets under 
your skin with its beat-bopping 
rhythms and déjà vu tales of 
adolescence. This Metrostage 
production of “The Wizard 
of Hip” is a story about being 
black in modern culture that 
transcends blackness and goes 

to the heart of teen angst and 
family dynamics.  

Jones is already cool. At 
60+ he’s still got all the moves 
including a dip in the hip (he 
assures us it’s not about hip re-
placement), when he’s demon-
strating the art of getting the 
girl. Or, at least, trying to get 
the girl, which doesn’t go well 
for Jones as a teenager until he 
realizes that making a well-re-
hearsed, slow-rolling, wordless 
entrance into a dance club isn’t 
at all the kind of approach that 
his target has in mind.  

“You enter on an angle,” 
he advises, twisting his agile 
frame into a slow-walking, un-
dulating gait. After a few rook-
ie moves in which the women 
rebuff his advances, he switch-
es gears and tries a little tender-
ness. Cue the adoring girl.

Jones and his two talented 
singer/actor sidekicks, Jasmine 
Eileen Coles as Lady Doo 
Wop 1 and Kanysha Williams 
as Lady Doo Wop 2, blast out 
street-funky, free-style, free-
verse poetry filled with the 
pain and glory of growing up 
and growing cool in Queens, 
New York. They dance, slide 
and do the funky chicken to 
James Brown, Sidney Poitier 
and other black towers of power 
from the 1950s rock n’ roll era 
as archival photos of the period, 
including Willie Mays, are pro-
jected behind them.

Filling the black box stage, 
the indefatigable Jones peels 
off in warp speed with riffs on 
his youth. One episodic piece 
delves into the sanctity of ma-
mas and papas, as in “don’t talk 
about my mama,” a multi-char-
acter piece in which he is pitted 
against street toughs while de-

fending his mother’s honor. In 
it he goes from getting beat up 
(he’s a genius at morphing into 
two or more characters at once) 
to slip sliding off in dishonor 
with a panoply of excuses to 
go home – homework, dinner, 
mow the lawn.  

In fact, “mow the lawn” 
becomes a particularly notable 
euphemism in the troubles he 
has with his father (whom Jones 
also plays). The father figure is 
seen as a model of ineptitude 
and intransigence – forever di-
verting punitive decisions back 
onto mama while urging his 
son to step up his game and be 
a man.  This impossible bal-
ance of constantly maintaining 
peer-pressure hipsterness while 
trying to score with the ladies, 
is what keeps our hero rocked 
back on his heels as he deci-
phers what everyone wants and 

where he fits in. Because in the 
gospel of Cool with a capital 
‘C’, “You gotta be John Wayne 
in a Shirley Temple world.”

Jones is familiar to Metro-
Stage as writer, director and 
choreographer on “Three 
Sistahs,” “Ladies Swing the 
Blues” and many other original 
productions that had their pre-
mieres there. He’s also known 
for his performances at Studio 
Theatre and more recently at 
Woolly Mammoth Theatre.  

Two veteran musicians 
keep pace with Jones high en-
ergy. On keyboards is William 
Knowles, known to MetroStage 
aficionados as Music Direc-
tor for his work on the Helen 
Hayes’ award-winning “Cool 
Papa’s Party” as well as “Three 
Sistahs,” “Blues in the Night,” 
“Ella Fitzgerald: First Lady of 
Song,” “Blackberry Daze” and 
more. Knowles also provides 
original music to syncopate 
Jones’ kinetic style. Keeping 
the backbeat is Greg Holloway 
on drums – a staple of many of 
MetroStage’s original produc-
tions.

See it, if you want to keep 
your cool.

~ Walk, Walk, Walk ~
Prince says hello, and would you like to go 
for a walk? It’s his favourite activity, besides 

snuggling on the sofa and watching TV.

This funny guy smiles broadly and loves life.  
He promises to make you smile every day 

with his very playful spirit.

Thanks to a generous donor, Prince’s 
adoption fees have been pre-paid.  He is 
ready to go to his new home.  Could it be 

yours?
FOR MORE INFO ABOUT OUR ADOPTABLE CATS AND 

DOGS, PLEASE VISIT wwwalexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
FOR INFO ABOUT ALExANDRIA’S ADOPTABLE 
PETS, PLEASE VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org.

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

The Wizard of Hip (Or When in Doubt Slam Dunk)

Run time: Through Sep. 17 
Where: MetroStage, 
1201 North Royal St.
For tickets and information: 
703 548-9044 or visit 
www.metrostage.org.

If You Go

ARTS ALEX ANDRIA TIMES AUGUST 24, 2017 16

From left 
to right: 
Kanysha 
Williams, 
Thomas 
W. Jones 
II, Jasmine 
Eileen 
Coles in a 
performance 
of The 
Wizard 
of Hip. 
PHOTO/CHRIS 
BANKS
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Exquisite home with stunning Potomac River views! Italian marble, custom moldings, 
imported chandeliers, 8 person sauna & elevator to all 4 levels are a few of the many 
unique features of this home. Kitchen with hand-carved custom cabinetry, 9 ft island, 2 
dishwashers, breakfast nook, and butler pantry make this an entertainers dream. Master 
suite with dual walk in closets, patio with views of the river, seperate sitting area & spa-
like bathroom. Luxury and detail top to bottom in this home less than 30 mins to DC!

9325 Old Mansion Rd, Alexandria, VA 22309

Optime Realty. Arlington, VA. Licensed in VA, MD & DC.  703- 459-9863. If you are under a 
written brokerage agreement with another company, this is not intended to be a solicitation. 

$2,700,000

Call 703-382-1958
 to schedule 

a private showing! 
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HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

At a Glance

BY MARTY ROSS

The end of the summer is just the begin-
ning of a new season of delicious harvests 
in a vegetable garden. No matter where you 
live or how much space you have, it’s easy to 
grow fall crops — in garden beds or in pots. 

“Fall and winter gardening is a 
no-brainer,” says Andrea Mull, who works 
on seed and vegetable trials at Territorial 
Seed Company in Oregon. In the Pacif-
ic Northwest, she says, fall gardening “is 
kind of a specialty we do,” but she recom-
mends it for gardeners everywhere.

Cold climate gardeners have learned 
that fall and winter are ideal for beautiful 
leafy greens of all kinds, including lettuce 
and mesclun mixes, kale, collards and 
chard, and for root crops such as carrots, 
beets, parsnips and turnips. A late-summer 
sowing of peas will produce a healthy har-

vest of both peas and pea shoots for heav-
enly salads in the fall. Tomatoes, of course, 
are out of the question unless you live in an 
area completely without freezes.  

Vegetables in the brassica family — 
kale, collards, broccoli, cauliflower, kohl-
rabi, Brussels sprouts and cabbage — pro-
duce their best and most delicious harvests 
in cooler fall temperatures. They actually 
taste even better after a touch of frost. 

Although the days grow shorter, condi-
tions in the fall are great for growing, Mull 
says. The population of garden pests plum-
mets as summer fades away. Rainfall may 
be more reliable, and soil moisture isn’t lost 
to evaporation as quickly as it is in sum-
mer’s heat. Temperatures in fall are also 
more comfortable: Neither you nor your 
crops will have to fight the heat. 

Fall vegetable gardening:  
Better than summer

PHOTO / MARTY ROSS
It’s by no means too late to plant a container full of beautiful lettuces. Add a 
few colorful fall pansies (they’re edible, too), and place the container in a sunny 
spot. You’ll be able to harvest fresh salad greens for a couple of months in fall. 
Lettuce bowls look great, and they’re easy to plant with transplants. SEE GARDENING                          | 19

This gorgeous residence, also 
known as the Henry L. Simpson 
house, has been meticulously 
restored to the grandeur of its 
mid-19th century origins. This 
home boasts over 6,000 square 
feet of living space with spacious 
rooms, soaring ceilings, gener-
ous moldings and original heart 
of pine floors. 

This elegant home is perfect 
for entertaining large groups or 
intimate gatherings, featuring 
a grand parlor, formal dining 
room, two well-equipped wet 
bars, a fabulous chef’s kitchen, 
two gas fireplaces, front and rear 

stair cases and a gorgeous walled 
garden with a heated pool. 

A spacious upper-level fami-
ly room and finished lower level 
with tall ceilings, a wine cellar 
and access to the side patio pro-
vide plenty of additional space 
for entertaining and everyday 
living. 

Two bedrooms suites are lo-
cated on the second level, includ-
ing the master suite with luxury 
en suite and a large dressing 
area. Two additional bedrooms 
with a full bath and cozy reading 
nook can be found on the third 
level. 

Location: 214 North Royal 
St., Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Built: 1846
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4.5
Parking: 1 off street space

Interior: 6,030 square feet
Lot: 3,933 square feet
Price: $3,995,000
Contact: Christine Garner, 
Weichert, Old Town, (703) 
587-4855,  
www.ChristineGarner.com

A rare gem in the 
heart of Old Town

PHOTOS/ HOME VISIT
Above: Meticulously restored 
detached historic residence.
Left: Spacious walled garden 
with front and rear entrances, 
heated pool with automatic 
cover and off street parking.
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Fall crops fall into two cat-
egories: those you plant and 
harvest before the holidays, and 
those that stay in the ground 
through the winter, to harvest 
in very early spring. It’s easy to 
keep track of: Launch your fall 
garden with vegetables in the 
first group, those you can pick 
in the fall. Now is the time to 
plant them.  

“We plant a lot in August,” 
says Renee Shepherd, owner of 
Renee’s Garden seed company. 
By the end of summer, “I’ve 
had all the zucchini I want,” 
Shepherd says, and she is ready 
for kale, spinach, Swiss chard 
and Asian bok choy and tatsoi. 
“It’s a great time for baby leaf 
mixes, and for lots of herbs, 
the ones you want to use every 
day.” 

Finding space for fall veg-
etables can be a challenge if 
your tomato plants are still pro-
ducing and the peppers are just 
hitting their stride. Claim some 
territory on the family picnic 
table and start seeds in six-
packs, Shepherd suggests, to 
give them a head start, and then 
make room for the little seed-

lings when you take out your 
old bean and zucchini plants. 

Or you can “sow seeds un-
der and around things that are 
still growing,” she says. An-
other approach is to grow fall 
crops in pots: Lettuces and 
greens adapt very well to con-
tainers. Their colors and tex-
tures are beautiful and make a 
nice change from mums in pots 
on the front porch. Pick leaves 
for salads all you like — the 
plants will just keep growing. 

If you’ve never grown a 

crop from seed before, fall is 
a good time to get started, be-
cause leafy greens germinate 
especially well in response to 
changing temperatures. Rad-
ishes, peas, parsnips and car-
rots are also good bets.  

You can also start with 
transplants of broccoli, spin-
ach, cauliflower, cabbage and 
other vegetables, says Joan Ca-
sanova of Bonnie Plants, which 
ships transplants to garden 
shops around the country in the 
fall. When you buy transplants, 
they’re already about six weeks 
old and are ready to go in the 
ground. 

Starting with transplants 
also gives you a chance to catch 
up if you neglect to plant seeds 
in August. You can still plant 
seeds later, if you like, but me-
dium-size plants are more re-
silient than tiny seedlings, and 
they’ll bounce back better from 
a light frost. 

The biggest obstacle to suc-
cess in a fall garden is not start-
ing one at all. With a couple of 
packages of seeds, a six-pack 
of broccoli or kale, and a few 
minutes in the garden, you’re 
on your way to an easy and de-
licious fall harvest. Dig in. 

GARDENING          FROM | 18 EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580
POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY

MONUMENTS
& MORE

Experience Georgetown, Mount Vernon, 
National Mall & more by water. 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

PHOTO / MARTY ROSS
Kale, Swiss chard, mustard 
and many other cool-season 
vegetables will flourish in a pot 
— and they look great on the 
front stairs.
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AUGUST 24

HISTORY OF THE 
ATHENAEUM Meredith Barber, 
a local historian and student at the 
University of William & Mary, makes a 
presentation on previously unknown 
history of the Athenaeum during the 
Civil War discovered through research 
at the National Archives, including 
its use as a logistics center by the 
Union Army. Admission is $5 and 
free for Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association members.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Anthenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-548-0035

AUGUST 26

LECTURE: HISTORICALLY 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
LEISURE This lecture from author 
and public historian Patsy M. Fletcher 
explores the late-19th-century and 
mid-20th-century leisure destinations 
sought by Washington, D.C.’s African-
American residents to avoid the 
burden of racial oppression. Some 
of these destinations included picnic 
parks like Eureka and Madre’s, 

which were accessible by streetcars, 
and black-owned steamboats that 
transported passengers to places 
like Collingwood Beach. This lecture 
will reveal the history behind 
Washington’s forgotten era of African-
American leisure.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

SEPTEMBER 2

SATURDAY CINEMA AT 
CARLYLE The outdoor film series 
will feature classic rom-com “When 
Harry Met Sally” at dusk.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: www.AlexandriaVA.
gov/CarlyleFun

SEPTEMBER 8

PATRIOT DAY GOLF CLASSIC 
Belle Haven County Club will host 
its Patriot Day Golf Classic to honor 
those impacted by Sept. 11, 2001, 
as well as members of the military 
and emergency first responders. This 

fundraiser will benefit the Renewed 
Hope Foundation and Links to 
Freedom Golf Foundation. The event 
will feature an 18-hole Captain’s 
Choice Step Aside tournament, 
followed by awards and a reception. 
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Location: Belle Haven County Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: http://www.
bellehavencc.com/golf/patriot

September 10-16

WELL RAY Celebrates National 
Wellness Week in recognition of 
National Wellness Week. Del Ray 
Business Association’s Well Ray 
members will offer discounts, 
classes, giveaways and educational 
discussions throughout the week.  
A “Wings & Wellness” event will be 
held on Sep. 15 at Pork Barrel BBQ 
from 4-6 p.m. in which you can meet 
local wellness providers and learn 
about the various services they have 
to offer. 
Time & Locations: Varies per 
business
Visit: www.visitdelray.com

SEPTEMBER 15

HISTORY BY THE GLASS: 
WHISKEY Learn more about the 
space where history and drinks 
intersect at “History by the Glass.” 
Enjoy drinks at the tavern, which 
historically served a wide variety of 
beverages, and learn more about the 
history behind them. Admission costs 
$50 per person and includes two 
drink tickets and light hors d’oeuvres. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/events.aspx

SEPTEMBER 16

CLEAN UP THE WATERFRONT 
The Ocean Conservancy hosts its 
32nd annual International Coastal 
Cleanup. Come join others for this 
annual statewide event to clean our 
waterways and collect valuable data 
about trash and litter in our local 
waterways. The clean-up will happen 
rain or shine.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: 100 Madison St.

Information: 703-746-4071

CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY 
DAY Re-enactors portray the 1st 
Connecticut Heavy Artillery, a unit 
stationed in Fort Ward during the Civil 
War. This event will include cannon 
firing demonstrations, camp life 
and equipment display. The event is 
weather dependent. 
Time: 10 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

SEPTEMBER 16 & 17

15TH ANNUAL KING STREET 
ART FESTIVAL Old Town, from 
Washington Street to the waterfront, 
will be transformed into a gallery filled 
with art from 250 artists from the 
U.S. and abroad. Visitors will be able 
to purchase artwork, participate in 
hands-on art activities at the Torpedo 
Factory and visit The Art League’s 
Annual Ice Cream Bowl Fundraiser. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: 408 King St.
Information: www.visitalexandriaVA.
com/ArtFest 

MOUNT VERNON COLONIAL 
MARKET Artisans in colonial garb 
demonstrate 18th-century crafts 
and sell traditional wares, including 
woodcarvings, tin, ironwork, leather 
workings, weavings, furniture and 
much more. The event will include a 
visit from George Washington himself, 
18th-century entertainment and 
chocolate-making demonstrations.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon, 3200 
Mount Vernon Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org

SEPTEMBER 18

FORE THE KIDS GOLF 
TOURNAMENT The Alexandria 
Boys and Girls Club hosts its annual 
golf fundraiser at the Springfield Golf 
and Country Club. A registration and 
lunch on the patio will begin at 11 
a.m., followed by the tournament. A 
reception and award ceremony will 
follow.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Springfield Golf & 
County Club, 8301 Old Keene Road, 
Springfield, Virginia 22152
Information: http://www.bgcgw.org/

club-page/fore-the-kids/

SEPTEMBER 23

76TH ANNUAL HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA HOMES TOUR 
The TWIG’s 16th Annual Historic 
Alexandria Homes Tour features 
eight unique homes in Old Town, 
dating from the turn of the 19th 
Century to the present and all within 
walking distance of one another. 
Proceeds from the event benefit Inova 
Alexandria Hospital. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: Old Town
Information: www.thetwig.org/
Homes-Tour

SEPTEMBER 24

RUN GEEK RUN 5K Ironistic 
and Hudson Studio co-host the 
10th Annual Run! Geek! Run! 5K. All 
proceeds from the event go directly 
to Firefighters Helping Hands Relief 
Foundation, which provides for 
Alexandria firefighters in the event of 
an unforeseen catastrophic event. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Location: Potomac Yard, Main Line 
Blvd. 
Information: http://rungeekrun.
com/

OCTOBER 4

LECTURE: UNEARTHING 
HISTORY What do numbers, maps 
and architectural clues tell us about 
the unwritten history of slavery in an 
urban environment? Learn how to 
answer this question from Dr. Doug 
Sanford, Professor Emeritus from 
the University of Mary Washington’s 
Historic Preservation Department. 
Sanford will share the narrative 
of urban slavery through historic 
documents, surviving buildings and 
how this research can be applied 
to Alexandria. Admission is $12 
per person or $10 for GTMS/FOAA 
members and volunteers.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx 
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Downsizing or Settling 
an Estate in Virginia?

^SELL EVERYTHING IN 
JUST 2 WEEKS

703-594-7316 
.com/Alexandria

Local expert help in Virginia to sell everything!

callhost.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Call Angela at (703) 380-0668
or Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia
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ABC NOTICE

FALL 
MARKET

MYTH:

ZELSMAN 
POWERS 
GROUP

You wisely want to sell your house during a robust real 
estate market. Sell this fall. 

CALL 202.390.8714

Michelle Zelsman 202.390.8714 or Jimmie Powers 703.932.5643 
310 King Street Alexandria VA 22314 | 703.518.8300 

ZelsmanPowersGroup.com
If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Call the professional realtors at Zelsman Powers Group of 
Coldwell Banker to schedule a home visit and Get SOLD.

Fridays and Saturdays. There 
are also plans in place for tap 
takeovers, where a particular 
brewery will put a spotlight on 
their beers for the evening, and 
for outside yoga classes in the 
breezeway at Tony’s Corner.

The two say that what they 
look forward to most is mak-
ing a family out of the staff at 
Department of Beer and Wine 
– something they experienced 
at Norm’s and Sunset. That 

process is already beginning: 
they just hired their first em-
ployee.

“We want to get our name 
out there. We want to be a 
pillar in the community,” Tre-
ichel said. “Norm’s is a sta-
ple – we want to become like 
that. We want to get to know 
people’s names and learn the 
customer.” 

“We’re looking forward to 
developing as a family,” Saps-
ford said. 
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

BEER AND WINE FROM | 10

Waggoner said Ratliff’s im-
provement while at Marshall is 
something he can draw on as 
he plays professional baseball, 
so that he continues learning 
and developing.

“I think all those things are 
going to help him continue to 
get better and better. Even in 
pro ball, he knows he’s still 
got a ways to go and that’s go-
ing to help him to keep learn-
ing and keep improving as he 
goes through each level of the 
game.” 

In the pros
Ratliff got off to a sizzling 

start in professional baseball. 
After signing with the Rang-
ers, he was assigned to their 
Arizona rookie league, where 
he hit .500 while driving in 
nine runs in only eight games. 

He then was promoted to 
the Spokane Indians, the Rang-
ers’ short season A affiliate in 
the Northwest League, where 
he made the all-star team.

“He play[ed] with all of 

the best players in the league, 
including a couple of number 
one draft picks,” his father 
said. “That was a real good ex-
perience for him.”

Although he didn’t start the 
all-star game, Ratliff ended up 
going one for one, with a sin-
gle and a walk and wound up 
scoring the winning run.  Last 
week, Tyler also had a walk-off 
hit for Spokane.

“I wasn’t playing in that 
game,” Tyler said. “They asked 
me, ‘Can you get an at bat for 
us?’ And I had a walk off hit 
and helped keep us in the play-
off hunt. It was a lot of fun.”

Tyler’s parents made the 
journey out to Washington 
State last week to see their son 
play professionally for the first 
time. 

“My wife and I are loving 
that we got to come out [there] 
and watch him play,” Eric Rat-
liff said.

Tyler said, until he went 
away to college, his mom Con-
nie had never missed a single 
game he played, from Little 
League through T.C. Williams, 

home or away.
“I don’t think she ever 

missed one,” Tyler said. “I 
think she made every one from 
t-ball until my final travel 
game before my freshman year 
in college.”

Spokane’s season ends 
Sept. 3, though there may be 
a few additional games if the 
team makes the playoffs. After 
that, Tyler will travel to Arizo-
na for three weeks of instruc-
tional work before heading 
home to Alexandria for the 
winter.

He will report to spring 
training in early March, and, 
after that, the Rangers will de-
cide which affiliate Tyler will 
play for in 2018.

As for the future, his coach 
at Marshall, Waggoner, be-
lieves the best is ahead for Rat-
liff.

“We’ve had quite a few 
guys get drafted and make it 
to the big leagues [out of Mar-
shall], and he’s got a chance 
to be better than all of them,” 
Waggoner said.

- ddunbar@alextimes.com 

RATLIFF                 FROM | 13

To place an advertisement call sales at  703-739-0001 and ask for Jane Hughes.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOLOUS
Department of Beer and Wine occupies a 1,511-square-foot 
space at 2724 Jefferson Davis Highway.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

        - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
Statues are not wellsprings of hate. 

They are mute reflections of our history. 
Move the offending statues from positions 
of prominence if you must but don’t de-
stroy them. I like former President Barack 
Obama’s observation that we were not born 
with hate. However, it’s an acquired emo-
tion, and it’s what we do after we succumb 
to it that worries me. 

The list of atrocities we inflict on each 
other day in and day out, past and present, 
bespeaks a special quality of our species 
that our religions and our community and 
elected leaders have not been able to abate. 
Purging history and the hapless statues that 
teach it won’t make us more tolerant and ac-
cepting. More likely, just the opposite.

Keep this in mind too: There were no 
statues in Rwanda that excited the black-
on-black tribal slaughter of millions; or in 
Cambodia that propelled Pol Pot and his 
murderous minions to create vast killing 
fields on which they tortured to death mil-
lions of their countrymen; or in what was 
once Yugoslavia where neighbors mur-

dered neighbors for years largely because 
of religious differences.

If this purification of history doesn’t 
stop, then there’s nothing to keep those 
who wish to rewrite it from removing 
all references and recognition to George 
Washington, a slave owner; to Thom-
as Jefferson, another slave owner or An-
drew Jackson, who was responsible for the 
deaths of tens of thousands of American 
Indians, or the American flag, which was 
among those carried by the Charlottesville 
hate mongers. 

-Jimm Roberts, 
Alexandria 

Rewriting history won’t stop hate

Numbers can be twisted to say what we want them to say. What 
we think about a topic is largely a product of how data is presented 
and interpreted.

Which is why city residents should resist the impulse to read too 
much into the just-released Standards of Learning test scores that 
show Alexandria City Public Schools declining in all five broad 
subject categories. But we should also not succumb to complacency 
and dismiss the results simply because the declines were small.

An example of how this type of data can be manipulated is in 
the results from the individual ACPS schools. The results were ei-
ther really bad, with pass rates in only two of 16 schools increasing 
more than they declined, or they were mixed, with pass rates at 
nine of 16 schools either increasing or staying the same. Both state-
ments are true.

The declines of between 1.3 and 2.9 percent system-wide in the 
pass rates for the five subject areas – English reading, English writ-
ing, history and social sciences, math and science – are concerning, 
particularly as they are part of a two-year slide. 

The drop in math scores since the 2014-15 school year is more 
than 4 percent and appears to be part of a struggle throughout the 
school district to teach that subject at the middle and high school 
levels. Teaching Geometry seems particularly challenging, as it has 
just a 49 percent pass rate across ACPS.

Also troubling is the drop across all demographics, with a par-
ticularly sharp decline in the performance of Asian students. Scores 
among students with disabilities continue to be extremely low.

The most disturbing results came from Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School, where the pass rate declined in 10 of 11 subject 
areas, with only 24 percent of 8th grade students passing the math 
portion of the SOL.

There are several examples of good performance as well. Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Academy continues to lead the way for the 
school system. This school’s performance is so strong that it begs 
the question: Why don’t we transform more schools within the dis-
trict into traditional academies?

Samuel W. Tucker Elementary also posted gains in most subject 
areas. Jefferson Houston had equal numbers of subjects that went 
up and down, but achieved significant gains in 8th grade English 
reading and writing. And while Charles Barrett Elementary School 
declined in most subject areas, it remains one of the strongest per-
formers in the district.

We have several takeaways from these results:
The first is simply that, while there may not have been cause 

and effect, it’s probably a good thing that there’s new leadership at 
the helm of T.C. Williams High School and in the superintendent’s 
chair. New T.C. Principal Peter Balas and Interim Superintendent 
Lois Berlin have their work cut out for them.

The second is that there seems to be a significant problem at 
Hammond Middle School and that active intervention may be 
needed, particularly in math.

Third, hopefully best practices between schools can be shared, 
and perhaps the Lyles-Crouch intervention team method can be im-
plemented elsewhere, as it appears to be extremely effective.

New leadership brings new opportunities. These test results 
show that, while the sky is not falling by any means, there is much 
to be done.

By the numbers, ACPS 
performance declines

Statues are not 
wellsprings of 

hate. They are a mute 
reflection of our history.”

– Jimm Roberts, 
Alexandria resident
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My View |  Nathan M. Macek

Thank you for your recent cover-
age – “Where to park?” and “Can’t 
we ‘put up a parking lot?’” in the 
August 17 Alexandria Times — of 
Alexandria’s Park-
ing Standards for 
New Development 
Projects Study. Al-
exandria’s existing 
off-street parking 
requirements date 
to the 1960s, an era 
prior to the intro-
duction of Metro-
rail service, when 
auto-oriented sub-
urban growth pre-
dominated. This study provides an 
important opportunity to update the 
city’s parking standards to reflect 
the modern multimodal city that 
Alexandria has grown to become.  

While the Times’ coverage fo-
cused on parking exemptions — 
whether businesses below a certain 
size should be exempted from pro-
viding any off-street parking —that 
is but one element of the standards, 
which generally focus on the range 
in parking spaces required per 1,000 
square feet for particular land uses. 

To be clear, our mission is not 
to reduce parking, but to right-size 
the city’s requirements for off-street 
parking to be constructed for new 
development and offered by busi-
nesses. The study is informed by 
recently collected data on off-street 
parking patterns at a cross-section 
of restaurants, retailers, commercial 
offices, hotels and other business-
es across the city. The data, all of 
which is published on the city’s web 
site, show that demand for off-street 
parking — even when free — is 
significantly less than the amount 
required to be supplied by most 
businesses. That means that exist-
ing regulations require businesses 
to offer parking that patrons aren’t 
using, a wasteful cost that is passed 
on to consumers. 

One of the most surprising find-
ings from the data is that more than 
half the patrons of city restaurants 
surveyed walk or bike to get there. 

And because most restaurants in 
the Central Business District are 
already exempted from providing 
parking, the survey didn’t include 

eateries on King Street, 
the city’s quintessen-
tial walking street. Why 
require a restaurant to 
build a parking lot larger 
than the restaurant itself 
when demand for that 
much parking doesn’t 
exist? 

Current regulations 
offer businesses the op-
portunity to ask for a 
parking reduction. In the 

last three years, nine special use 
permit cases seeking only a park-
ing reduction were heard by city 
council. That action not only delays 
the opening of new businesses, but 
saddles applicants with city fees 
and attorney costs to successfully 
navigate the process. The work of 
the task force will not only reduce 
the number of businesses requir-
ing council permission to open, but 
also provide a fair and predictable 
framework for determining how 
much parking they should provide. 

Our work is not yet complete, 
and we will continue to refine our 
recommendations. Members of the 
public have an opportunity to weigh 
in at each of our meetings and forth-
coming planning commission and 
city council public hearings. Addi-
tional opportunities for public input 
will be announced soon. 

Far from a “war on cars,” there 
will continue to be a place for peo-
ple who wish to drive in Alexandria 
to park their cars. But the reality is 
that many people bike, walk, and 
use transit, taxis and Uber to reach 
local businesses, and don’t require a 
parking space when they arrive. In-
stead of paving over our great city 
with half-empty parking lots, let’s 
put precious acreage to more excit-
ing and productive uses. 

- The writer is chair of the Alex-
andria Parking Standards for New 
Development Projects Task Force 

Task force looks to 
‘right size’ city parking 

Nathan M. Macek

My View |  Rod Kuckro

Parking reduction  
proposals are unfair

Alexandria residents should be 
very wary of a proposal working its 
way through city hall that would deny 
neighborhoods the ability to require 
that new businesses and 
developments of up to 
10,000 square feet pro-
vide parking for cus-
tomers and residents.

The process was set 
in motion in January 
when, in my capacity as 
president of the Del Ray 
Citizens Association, I 
received an innocuous 
email touting the “city’s 
review and update of 
our commercial parking standards.”  

It is not innocuous. 
The task force on “Parking Stan-

dards for New Development Projects” 
is effectively working to justify add-
ing more development and density to 
our city’s neighborhoods while ab-
solving projects of a certain size of 
providing the parking now required 
in the city’s zoning code.

That is radical change in develop-
ment policy.

And it is extremely unfair to ex-
isting developments and commercial 
uses that have for decades had to meet 
parking standards, often at consider-
able expense such as building parking 
or leasing of off-site parking capacity.

The task force is examining a 
range of square-foot measurements 
for the exemption with an upper lim-
it of 10,000 square feet. That is very 
large. Also under review is exempt-
ing the first 10,000 square feet of 
larger new developments.

As your newspaper reported in 
the story, “Where to park?” in your 
August 17 edition, “there was no con-
sideration of leaving parking require-
ments as they currently stand.”

Really? If so, that would confirm 
that the task force exists to support 
squeezing in more developments in 
neighborhoods regardless of the im-
pact.

And that’s where every civic 
group should be concerned. 

Del Ray has repeatedly supported 
reasonable, partial parking reduc-

tions for new businesses that conform 
to the master plan for our community.

But every time we do, that pushes 
patrons of restaurants, for example, 

on to side streets, com-
peting with residents 
for precious on-street 
parking.

In fact, the city in 
2016 conducted a park-
ing study of Del Ray 
and found that con-
ditions had become 
worse since a 2010 
parking study. 

One thing it did 
not recommend was to 

abandon parking requirements.
The Citizens Association voted 

in November to support a number of 
options the city’s own staff recom-
mended to better manage parking. 
But eight months later, not a single 
recommendation has been imple-
mented.

And none of those options for bet-
ter parking management – whether 
applied in Del Ray or in other parts of 
the city — have been a central focus 
of the task force.

There also is an aspect of the task 
force’s work that smacks of social 
engineering insofar as some city of-
ficials would prefer that people did 
not own cars and chose mass transit 
or rode bikes.

I’ve done both. But try getting 
your children to soccer practice, band 
practice or an elderly person to the 
doctor without a car. 

The city has added more than 
10,000 residents in the last decade. 
A good number of them have settled 
in Del Ray. And I can attest that they 
have cars, usually more than one.

This task force raises a question 
that is uncomfortable to contemplate 
answering about development. It’s a 
question that our city leaders in re-
cent years have denied is even worth 
considering. 

As it affects certain neighbor-
hoods, when is enough enough?

- The writer is president of the 
Del Ray Citizens’ Association.

Rod Kuckro
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Holidays are a wonderful time in 
Alexandria. The area is especially 
beautiful and festive from Halloween 
through Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah, Christmas, 
New Years and George 
Washington’s birthday. 
We have the prototyp-
ic neighborhoods and 
shopping streets that lend 
themselves to a holiday 
backdrop and spirit.

It’s never too early to 
start planning for the sea-
son. It’s Alexandria’s time to shine, 
and a critical time for retail revenue. 
Our colleagues at Visit Alexandria 
held a Holiday Planning Summit re-
cently that incorporated a cross sec-
tion of business, city government and 
economic development representa-
tives. The theme of the summit was to 
continue building on Alexandria’s dis-
tinctive assets, attractions and charm 
- but also to take it up a notch for the 
approaching season.

Alexandria shopping districts face 
even stiffer competition this year from 
a broader variety of shopping options, 
and each of them are putting substan-
tial efforts toward attracting their own 
shoppers and diners. Some of them 
are our familiar competitors but there 
are new venues for Alexandria to vie 
with. Washington D.C.’s The Wharf 
opens soon, billing itself as “the most 
exciting neighborhood in the history 
of the nation’s capital” and “a true wa-
terfront destination.” 

Many of our competitors have their 
own business improvement districts 
that plan, fund and oversee cohesive 
approaches to holiday décor, promo-
tion and events. That coordinated ap-
proach often fashions a sophisticated 
holiday atmosphere and creates an ap-
pealing buzz for shoppers and diners. 

Even without a central coordinator, 
Alexandria businesses and organi-
zations are undertaking to work col-
laboratively to encourage individual 

merchants and business groups to up 
Alexandria’s holiday game with light-
ing, holiday designs, promotions and 

events. Holiday efforts 
are so much more spec-
tacular when they are co-
ordinated.

Alexandria has sev-
eral things going for it. 
One of those is authen-
ticity. Ours are the gen-
uine charming neigh-
borhoods and sidewalks 
where many generations 

have shopped and dined. Another of 
our strengths is our concentration of 
small businesses. Even while large re-
tail chains downsize, there’s a grow-
ing appeal to shopping with small and 
unique, independent merchants. 

There’s another trend toward ex-
periential retail, and several of Alex-
andria’s merchants are regarded as 
destinations for their marketing and 
shopper experience. Hopefully, oth-
ers will attain that status by refining 
their products or services, improving 
customer interaction, and upping their 
merchandizing and marketing. 

Alexandria Small Business Devel-
opment Center provides specialized 
retail resources including store vis-
its by retail, merchandizing or food 
service experts; and educational pro-
grams on a variety of timely topics 
such as retail hiring, retail trends, and 
advertising on social media platforms. 
This fall we’ve engaged a window 
display and merchandizing expert to 
guide merchants in developing their 
holiday decorating, lighting and mer-
chandising strategies. 

It takes extra effort to get into the 
spirit of the holidays in the dog days 
of summer, but the success of our long 
holiday season is worth it. As was said 
by that great philosopher, Roger Stau-
bach, “It takes a lot of unspectacular 
preparation to have spectacular results 
in both business and football.”

Happy Holidays.

It’s not too early to 
begin holiday planning

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Bill Reagan

To the editor:
Our school board and facilities 

committee continues their modus 
operandi of reckless spending and 
a total lack of transparency. It is 
amazing that such breaches of trust 
can exist in the governing and man-
agement of our school system. The 
Patrick Henry School project was 
estimated at $44 million to build 
an elementary school complex – 
$38 million for the school and $6 
million for a recreation center.

The final estimated cost is now 
projected to be $61 million – out-
rageously, $17 million over budget. 
This is a 38 percent increase over 
the agreed upon cost. In February 
of this year, the school board moved 
$5.7 million from the planned Polk 
School renovation to the Patrick 
Henry project in order to cover the 
elevated costs of Option A at Pat-
rick Henry.

We have been informed that 
another $3.8 million will be 
moved to cover the same expens-
es as in February (funding for the 
additional 17,000 square feet of 
building space, which is 15 per-
cent more than was planned), as 
well as funds needed to avoid con-
flicts associated with Dominion 
power lines and the construction 
of a retaining wall to manage land 
topography. This current request 
is the same exact request for which 
funds were moved from Polk in 
February – a duplicate request for 
money.

Why? When, may I ask, will the 
spending spree stop and where is 
the accountability? 

There is more.
The C1 Patrick Henry project 

was the project of choice allowing 
no bus routes on Latham — neigh-
borhood friendly — and a safer bet 
for traffic flow. The A1 project was 
chosen to save $1.5 to $2 million 
— instead we are now in the hole 
for $17 million and there are buses 
on Latham Street, less open space 
because of the much larger school 

footprint, and all of the above with 
no resident intervention and input 
on this growing overrun.

The residents’ meetings were a 
mere formality to check the box as 
completed and move on. It’s clear 
the citizenry doesn’t matter in 
these projects.

The T.C. Williams High School 
rebuild came in at 40 percent over 
budget. Jefferson Houston was de-
livered at 25 percent over budget. 
And the infamous tennis courts 
at the high school were 100 per-
cent over budget. Every major 
school-related project is always 
over spent. From the very begin-
ning, the management of this proj-
ect was questionable. In a June 
2015 city council meeting, Coun-
cilor Paul Smedberg stated that fa-
cilities had failed to deliver clarity 
and cost on this project and those 
who participated should be fired. 
The project continues to be poor-
ly planned, poorly presented and 
poorly budgeted.

With rising taxes on all fronts 
it is a bitter pill to swallow when 
agencies shun prudence and cost 
issues. We do not need a TajMahal, 
we need a school – a structure, not 
a palace. We also need a complete 
audit of the project before comple-
tion to keep this project from es-
calating or possibly trim back the 
cost. 

We have 13 more schools to 
deal with. If the Patrick Henry 
project is any indication of future 
performance, another city tax in-
crease will be needed to float the 
remaining school expenses each at 
38 percent over budget. Residents 
should voice their objections for 
the wasteful spending of their tax 
money. City council needs to get 
ahold of this mismanagement is-
sue, and the newly appointed blue 
ribbon panel of advisors  — where 
are you?

-Bill Goff, 
Alexandria

Yet another school 
construction cost 
overrun
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When developer Edward 
R. Carr proceeded to devel-
op the Yates Gardens subdi-
vision in 1940, he did so not 
solely because row houses 
were economically feasible in 
the frantic pre-war period of 
scarce housing in the nation-
al capital region. Rather, the 
choice was based largely on 
the historic architectural tra-
ditions of Alexandria which 
had favored townhouse con-
struction almost since the in-
ception of the colonial town 
in 1749.  

Carr was enamored with 
the charm and 18th centu-
ry vestiges of old Alexan-
dria and wanted to share 
that feeling with the many 
young families who he felt 
were “frustrated” in their de-
sire to acquire and restore a 
period dwelling at a reason-
able price in the Washington 
area. Carr’s project assured 
potential purchasers that a 
move to Yates Gardens would 
achieve their patriotic alle-
giance to America’s historical 
past, but would also provide 
the most modern amenities 
available at the time, all at an 
affordable price.

Edward Carr was born in 
Washington in 1898 and at-
tended Central High School 
there, but dropped out before 
graduation and went to New 
Orleans to work as a type-

setter. He soon returned to 
Washington as a salesman for 
the new art of “moving pic-
tures” until the start of World 
War I, when he enlisted in the 
U.S. Marines.  

After three close calls with 
death overseas, following the 
war he returned to Washing-
ton and became a real estate 
salesman. His first foray as 
a builder was in 1925, when 
he constructed two houses in 
the 3900 block of Legation 

Street NW and then branched 
out into building commercial 
and multi-family residential 
structures.  

The Great Depression 
caused him to return to real 
estate sales, but in late 1934 
he embarked on his first 
large-scale building proj-
ect, Barnaby Woods in the 
northwest quadrant of the 
District of Columbia. Al-
though priced from $11,000 
to $13,000, this successful 

project of quaint single-fam-
ily colonial homes laid the 
groundwork for his next 
venture, the more modestly- 
priced Yates Gardens.

 This advertisement 
placed in the Washington 
Post on Nov. 10, 1940 clearly 
summed up Carr’s early aspi-
rations for the Yates Gardens 
project. In it he alludes to Al-
exandria’s rightful place in 
“that glorious era when this 
was social center of the old 
colonies,” and he appeals to 
potential purchasers to en-
vision their own place in the 
“hallowed surroundings” of 
America’s founding fathers 
and families. 

The connection was imme-
diate, and sales in the new de-
velopment were brisk. Young 
families, eager for a return 
to a simpler time, lined up 
to purchase the authenti-
cally-designed townhomes, 
complete with wood-burn-
ing fireplaces, random width 
wide-plank f loors and walled 
gardens. The fact that each 
new townhome also includ-
ed central heating, air-con-
ditioning, a modern kitchen 
and tiled bathroom made the 
comparison with Mount Ver-
non far superior.

 Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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This Week 
Are you concerned about Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ slight decline in all five 
Standards of Learning subjects?
A. Very     B. Mildly
C. Not at all

Last Week 
What should the city do about business 
parking exemptions?
44% Leave the rules as they are   
19% Exempt at 5,000 square feet 
37% Exempt at 10,000 square feet

Yates Gardens developer was a 
typesetter turned builder
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Weekly Words

41. Dull sound of impact
43. Draws the curtain on
47. French military hat
50. Informal “affirmative”
52. Some sporty Italian cars, for short
54. Shades seen in autumn
57. Discontinues
58. Any group of nine
59. Cry when it hits you?
61. Harsh cry
63. RBI or assist, e.g.
65. Award for “12 Years a Slave”
69. Yoko of the music world
71. Custom-built
73. Endangered equine
74. “That’s ___ the point!”
76. Deep-voiced singers
78. “Um, excuse me?”
80. Omelet ingredient
81. 45’s moneymaker
82. Something worn by an Indian woman
84. Mediocre writers

85. Sound reverberation in a cave
87. Readies a gun
89. Isolates
94. Excited and then some
95. Chi intro
97. Runs in neutral
98. Some fruits grown in Georgia
101. Fanatical sort
102. City in Norway
108. Place for NBA hoops
109. Star of the ball
110. Big pebble
112. ___ Linda, Calif.
114. “A Prayer for ___ Meany”
115. Stages of sleep
116. Possesses
117. Rich rock
118. Holiday in Vietnam
119. Grp. that awards badges
120. Rapscallion
121. It initiates a moron?
122. “... a pocket full of ___”

WARMING PATTERN By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.  Elephant of kid-lit
6. “Cola” leader
10. Fill the stomach of
14. Begin a round of golf
19. Too ridiculous to make a point
20. Do a trucker’s job
21. “Braveheart” group
22. All-singing production
23. Metal-cutting tool
25. Spicy Mexican dish, for good-look-
ers?
27. One of the planets
28. Like liters and meters
29. Superior ratings
30. Not just rotund or plump
32. One of Santa’s reindeer
37. ___ fly (run producer)
40. Some hefty NFL linemen
41. ___ day (dosage amount, some-
times)
42. Place that some retire to
44. Attitude of self-importance
45. Manchester-to-London dir.
46. Give heed, old-style
48. Alternative to a moonroof
49. Have confidence in (with “on”)
51. Mythical man-goat
53. Caribbean taro
55. ___-1 (Ghostbusters’ auto)
56. ___ one’s time (wait)
57. Sudden arrival of frigid weather
60. Father Time’s tool
62. Instructional words before “emer-
gency”
64. One of the U.S. states

66. Ring above a saint
67. “... ___ and far away”
68. “... and here it is!”
69. Based ___ true story
70. Type of duck
72. Corny discard
75. Advanced degs.
77. Mentally balanced
79. It’s auto-dialed?
81. Deluges or outpourings
83. People with short fuses
86. Word of remorse
87. Broadcasts on TV
88. Enclosure with a ms.
90. Part of a farm spread
91. Biblical trio that paid its respects
92. “Beware the ___ of March!”
93. Event of “Rocky II”
96. Helpful hint
99. Legendary hitter Williams
100. Certain geologic era
103. Type of shark
104. Lyric poem
105. Prior, prior to now
106. Disrespects verbally
107. ___ lazuli (semiprecious gem)
109. Ball-and-cord weapons
111. Seductive quality
113. Type of set for young builders
116. Prone to emotion, a la Foreigner
120. It can bring one back to reality
123. “You ___ Beautiful”
124. It’s handed out during an evening 
out
125. Wheel-connecting shaft
126. One that’s decidedly against you

127. Adjusted to, as a thermostat
128. Exec’s “right now”
129. Batik utilizer
130. Touch or smell
 
DOWN
1. Common pen brand
2. Author unknown (Abbr.)
3. Tied bundle
4. Ma ___ Kettle of old films
5. Some campus officials
6. Shrimp fried rice and others
7. Desert refuges
8. Thing in a pool hall
9. Word before American or that
10. Bagel extra, in delis
11. Bitter ___ (medicinal plants)
12. Obviously worn and torn
13. “___’acte”
14. Male creature in an alley
15. Smog-fighting grp.
16. Smoked delicacy
17. Script ending?
18. Systems for making announcements
24. Goes after game
26. Lends a hand
30. Jesse the track legend
31. Breath-taking snake?
33. Small Jewish village of yore
34. Drink served with marshmallows
35. Play to the last row
36. Pre-owned car?
37. Belgrade’s setting
38. Getting older (var.)
39. Good thing to use for swelling

DEATH NOTICES
MATTIE S. ANDERSON, of Alexandria,  
August 21, 2017
BETTY BONANNO (93), of Alexandria,  
August 14, 2017
TIMOTHY S. ELLIOTT, of Alexandria,  
August 17, 2017
DAVID L. ESTES, of Alexandria, August 14, 2017
THOMAS E. JOHNSON, formerly of Alexandria, 
August 14, 2017
STANLEY LEE (65), of Alexandria,  
August 12, 2017
GRACE MACHANIC (81), of Alexandria,  
August 17, 2017
WILLIAM H. MALLEY JR. (89), of Alexandria, 
August 5, 2017
PETER K. SCHALESTOCK (49), of Alexandria, 
August 15, 2017
ISABELL MAE WASHINGTON (94), of Alexandria, 
August 13, 2017 
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
National Park Service  requested 
authorization from the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
to restore and stabilize Dyke 
Marsh, adjacent to the Potomac 
River and immediately south of 
the Belle Haven Marina, by the 
construction of an approximately 
1500 linear foot riprap 
breakwater, associated stone 
sills and marsh nourishment, as 
part of the Dyke Marsh Wildlife 
Preserve Marsh Restoration/
Protection Plan, in Fairfax 
County.

Send comments/inquiries 
within 15 days to:  Marine 
Resources Commission, Habitat 
Management Division, 2600 
Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, 
Newport News, Virginia 23607.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION  

& CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 2017

The items described below 
will be heard by the Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council on the dates and times 
listed below.  NOTICE:  Some 
of the items listed below may be 
placed on a consent calendar.  A 
consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless 
someone asks that it be taken 
off the consent calendar and 
considered separately.  The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date.   For further information 
call the Department of Planning 
and Zoning on 703-746-4666 
or visit www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 
2017 
7:00 PM
DR. OSWALD DURANT 
MEMORIAL CENTER
1605 CAMERON STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY 
COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 
2017
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The following case description 
has been revised. All other 
previously-advertised cases for 
this hearing remain the same.

Special Use Permit #2017-0072
801 North Fairfax Street 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for additional 
building height to accommodate 
rooftop appurtenances associated 
with mechanical equipment 
and roof top open space; zoned: 
OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50). Applicants: MFS-
ABS WF, LLC and MFS WF, 
LLC, ABS WF, LLC and SFLP 
WF, LLC represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 

2017- 7:30 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall

301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning,

301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666 or 
on the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

BZA Case # 2017-0024
433 S. Lee Street 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special 
exception to construct a one-
story addition within the 
required rear yard; zone: RM/
Townhouse. Applicant: David & 
Elizabeth Jochum, represented 
by Robert Bentley Adams & 
Associates.
If the request is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will 
be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance, relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non-
complying structure.

BZA Case # 2017-0027
198 Uhler Terrace 
Public hearing and consideration 

of a request for a special 
exception to construct a covered 
open front porch in the required 
front yard; zone: R-8/Single-
family. Applicant: David & 
Catherine Bohn.
If the request is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will 
be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance, relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non-
complying structure.

BZA Case # 2017-0029
926 N. Lindsay Place 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a variance to 
construct an attached garage with 
the vehicle opening facing the 
front yard; zone: R-12/ Single-
family. Applicant: David & Amy 
Hawkins.
 If the request is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will 
be granting a variance from 
section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance, relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non-
complying structure. 

BZA Case # 2017-0030
703 Little Street 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special 
exception to construct a second 
story addition in the required 
side yard; zone: R2-5/ Single 
and two-family. Applicant: 
Garrison Sean Kineke & Allison 
Yarger, represented by MOSS 
Construction Inc.
If the request is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will 
be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance, relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non-
complying structure.

HELP WANTED
DRYWALL FOREMAN/
SUPERINTENDENT
In need of a bi-lingual commercial 
drywall superintendent. $30-36/
hr. Must be loyal, hardworking, 
dedicated, and trustworthy.  Must 
know how to read blueprints/
drawings.  Must have own tools and 
transportation.  Must be willing to 
work in MD/DC/VA. Please call 443-
607-6892 and leave a message.
 
DRYWALL MECHANICS, 
HANGERS, FRAMERS, 
FINISHERS
We are a drywall subcontractor in 
need of drywall mechs, hangers, 
framers, and finishers. Min 5 years 
exp. $20-25/hr. Must have own 
tools and transportation.  Must be 
willing to travel from job to job.  We 

perform work in DC MD and VA. 
Must be experienced in metal stud 
framing, as well. Please call 443-
607-6892 and leave a message.

AUCTIONS
ABSOLUTE AUCTION: The 
Meadows Golf and Swim Club, 
115± acres offered in 9 tracts. 
Large acre homesites, 18-hole 
golf course, swimming pool, 
clubhouse, golf carts, mowing 
equipment & more! Beautiful 
homesites ranging from 3 to 24 
acres.  Held on-site September 
12, 11 AM. Visit woltz.com or 
call Woltz & Associates, Inc. (VA 
#321) Real Estate Brokers & 
Auctioneers 800-551-3588. 

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com 

SALES
EARN $500 A DAY – Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $45,000-
$60,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 
10 Weekends for CDL. Many 
Grants Available! Richmond/

Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; 
Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-
6500; Front Royal/Winchester 
800-454-1400

BROWN TRUCKING is looking for 
COMPANY DRIVERS and OWNER 
OPERATORS. Brown requires: 
CDL-A, 2 years of tractor trailer 
experience OTR or Regional 
(Multiple states) in the last 3 
years, good MVR and PSP. Apply 
www.driveforbrown.com. Contact 
Brandon Collins 919-291-7416.

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY 

FOR SALE
LAKE ANNA WATERFRONT Pre-
construction Grand Opening 
Land Sale, September 9, 2017. 
Lake lots starting from $29,900, 
dockable lots from $49,900. Call 
today for details! (888) 615-3610

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com     
1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Español. BBB Member.
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Work with Robin Arnold and consider it SOLD!

Selling ALL of Northern Virginia!

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

ROBIN ARNOLD
Life Member, NVAR Top Producers

Call or Text: 703.966.5457
rarnoldsells@gmail.com
www.robinarnoldsells.com

there when it counts

FOR SALE

32 E Walnut Street
Rosemont Park 

4 bedrooms | 2 baths
Graced with high ceilings, beautiful 
moldings, built-ins and gorgeous 

hardwood floors! Offered at $797,500

CONTRACT PENDING

4209 Ormond Avenue
Vauxcleuse  

3 bedrooms | 3.5 baths
Custom-built home with vaulted ceilings, 

wide open spaces, new windows, roof  
and HVAC! Offered at $799,000

CONTRACT PENDING

1300 Key Drive
Ballantrae 

4 bedrooms | 3.5 baths
Beautiful, updated and well-maintained 

home on a lush half acre lot! 
Offered at $1,125,000

SOLD

3015 S. Grant Street
Aurora Hills 

3 bedrooms | 1.5 baths
Absolutely charming 4-level colonial with 
a stunning kitchen, updated & gleaming 
hardwood floors! Offered at $735,000

SOLD

7823 Friars Court
Sherwood Forest  

4 bedrooms | 2.5 baths
Welcoming and meticulously maintained 
home located on a quiet cul-de-sac and 

beautifully updated! Offered at $639,000

SOLD

8121 Fort Hunt Road
Collngwood Manor 
3 bedrooms | 2 baths

Charming Cape on three lots that will be 
developed into two homes.  

Offered at $620,000


