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4617 Duke St, AlexandriaNOVA®

Club served as safe 
haven during Jim Crow 
and Civil Rights eras
BY MISSY SCHROTT

In the Alexandria of 1927, 
there were few places for 
African Americans to seek 
recreation and entertain-
ment, according to Nelson E. 
Greene, Jr., president of the 
Departmental Progressive 
Club.

“There just wasn’t much 
for black families and black 
men to do,” Greene said. 
“Other than honkytonks,” he 
added with a chuckle.

Therefore, seven Afri-
can American leaders in the 
city of Alexandria formed  

The DPC celebrates 90 years

SEE DPC | 14

Charlotte-based  
development com-
pany’s $100 million 
investment expands  
its regional footprint
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

When Charlotte, North 
Carolina-based Asana Part-
ners closed on its first set of 
properties in December of 
last year, it became one of 
Old Town’s most dominant 
proprietors overnight. 

The development com-

pany bought the entirety of 
PMA Properties’ portfolio 
on Dec. 14, 2016, closing on 
14 sites in all, including a 
selection of marquee upper 
King Street properties: the 
former Old Town Theater 
at 815 King St., the former 
European Country Living 
store at 1006 King St. and 
a 5,900-square-foot corner 
property at 1100 King St.

If Asana was trying to 
gain a foothold on King 
Street in 2016, it was vy-

ing to rule it in 2017. It 
closed on its second pur-
chase, Monarch Row, in 
August, buying five King 
Street properties and one 
on South Union Street, 
bringing its portfolio in Old 
Town to 20 locations worth 
more than $100 million. 
Unlike some of its proper-
ties on upper King Street, 
though, Monarch Row, 
just two blocks west of the  

Asana Partners buys 20 Old Town properties

SEE ASANA | 8

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
After Old Town Theater at 815 King St. closed in April 2014, former 
owner Rob Kaufman contemplated multiple uses for the building. 
The space has remained vacant since then.

COURTESY PHOTO
From left to right: DPC members William Chesley, Harvey L. Gray, Johnnie C. Sanders, James Hen-
son, Quinten Day, Traverse Gray, Michael Maness, Robert Worthy, Paul Sheppard, A. Melvin Miller, 
George Wilks, Charles Allen, Daniel Selby, Charles H. Nelson, Sr., Herbert Spears and Lawrence P. 
Robinson attend group worship at Shiloh Baptist Church on Sunday, Sept. 24, as part of the club's 
90th anniversary festivities.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Coming Soon

Weichert

OLD TOWN

$3,995,000

Stately restored historic residence in the heart 
of Old Town with a heated in-ground pool & 
1 off street parking space! 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths 
with over 6,000 sq. ft. of living space on a 3933 sq. 

ft. lot. Rich in architectural detail with tall windows, 
soaring ceilings, exquisite moldings, custom built-ins 

and heart of pine floors. 

OLD TOWN

$1,595,000
Masterful ren-
ovation in the 
S.E. quadrant  
1 block from  
Lee St. Park!  
4 bedrooms (all 
upper), 4 full baths 
with 4 finished 
levels. Open floor 
plan, gourmet 
kitchen, fireplaces 
in the living room, 
dining room and 
Master suite. Lower 
level family room 
with outdoor egress. 
Fenced yard with 
patio and alley 
access.

$949,900 - REDUCED
OLD TOWN/CHATHAM SQUARE

Elegant town-
home is a court-
yard setting a 
few blocks from 
the river and 
King St!
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
4 finished levels. For-
mal living room and 
dining room. Gourmet 
eat-in kitchen with  
island. Master suite 
with en suite bath, 
upper level den/office 
with access to rooftop 
terrace. Lower level 
family room with fire-
place and 2 car garage.

DEL RAY

$775,000

Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath expanded Cape Cod with 
detached garage less than 2 blocks from Braddock METRO! 
Open floor plan with abundant natural light. Living room 
with fireplace and dining room. Spacious gourmet kitchen 

with granite counters and breakfast bar, SS appliances. 
Adjoining family room with access to large deck and yard. 
Main level bedroom with en suite bath. Unfinished lower 
level with tall ceilings. Freshly painted and move-in ready!

ARLINGTON FOREST

$649,000

Delightful 3 bedroom 2 bath brick colonial with off street 
parking on a large level lot. Inviting screened-in side 

porch, living room with arched doorway to the dining 
room. Kitchen with NEW SS appliances and granite 

counters has access to fenced yard with large deck, shed, 
lawn. Finished lower level with family room, bonus room 

and full bath. Freshly painted, hardwood floors on 2 
levels, replacement windows and new roof. 

DEL RAY/BRIGHTON SQUARE

$2,900 per month

Gorgeous 4 bedroom, 2.55 bath updated townhouse con-
venient to shopping & restaurants. Open and bright with 
renovated kitchen featuring 42” white cabinetry, SS appli-
ances and granite counters. Upper level with 3 bedrooms 
and 2 full baths including the Master suite en suite bath. 

Main level half bath, walk-out lower level with family 
room, fireplace, 4th bedroom and half bath. Fenced yard 

with patio, deck and shed.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

First Lady of Virginia 
Dorothy McAuliffe will vis-
it Charles Barrett Elemen-
tary School next week to 
launch the first day of Vir-
ginia’s apple season, Alex-
andria City Public Schools 
announced in a news re-
lease.

The event Oct. 4 at 8:45 
a.m., will include students 
biting apples as part of the 
‘Crunch Heard ‘Round the 
Commonwealth’ event. 
McAuliffe and Charles Bar-
rett kindergarteners will 

also harvest sweet pota-
toes from the school’s veg-

etable garden.
McAuliffe’s visit is 

part of “Virginia Farm to 
School Week,” which cel-
ebrates fruits and vegeta-
bles students have grown 
themselves, as well as lo-
cally grown vegetables 
and fruits from Virginia 
farms. It’s part of a larger 
commonwealth program 
that encourages schools 
to partner with local food 
producers.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Visit Alexandria unveils stats, ‘360’ campaign
City tourism organization 

Visit Alexandria released its 
latest stats and kicked off a 
new virtual reality campaign 
at its annual meeting on 
Monday evening.

The campaign includes 
virtual tours of 20 local at-
tractions, including King 
Street, the waterfront, Cap-
tain’s Row, The Birchmere 
and the Torpedo Factory, 
that can be viewed on a 
mobile app, on its website, 
or through specialized VR 
headsets. 

“We want to inspire peo-
ple to visit, and we know that 

once people come, they’re 
hooked,” Visit Alexandria 
CEO Patricia Washington 
said in her remarks on Mon-
day. “So, we can bring the 
city to them … VR is what 
visitors are thirsting for.” 

As part of its new VR 
campaign, Washington said 
another goal is to increase 
visibility on Google, name-
ly through Google Maps and 
Streetview. The apps now 
allow businesses to provide 
high-definition, 360 im-
agery, where viewers can 
take an online tour of the 
interiors of businesses. Vis-

it Alexandria established a 
program that its member 
businesses participate in. 
Hummingbird Restaurant 
and the Stabler-Leadbeat-
er Apothecary Museum are 
two of the inaugural partic-
ipants. 

At the meeting, Visit 
Alexandria released annu-
al stats for FY2017, which 
measures between June 30, 
2016 and June 30 of this year. 
Hotel occupancy remained 
largely flat, ticking up slight-
ly from 72.7 percent in FY16 
to 73 percent in FY17, in 
comparison to a 65.6 percent 

nationally, 78.4 percent in 
D.C. and 72.3 percent in the 
D.C. suburbs. Its revenue per 
available room also increased 
slightly from $110 to $113 be-
tween fiscal years. 

Washington said both 
stats are signs that Alexan-
dria has been able to “ab-
sorb” rooms added by hotels 
that are newcomers to the 
market. The city’s average 
daily rate for a hotel room 
was $154, in comparison to 
$125 nationally and $234 in 
D.C. 

Visit Alexandria also cit-
ed stats from the Virginia 

Tourism Corporation reveal-
ing that Alexandria attracted 
$790 million in visitor spend-
ing, which produced about 
$26.6 million in tax revenue 
for the city.  

Visit Alexandria said next 
year it aims to increase its 
video content, leverage its 
partnership with MGM Na-
tional Harbor as The Wharf 
opens in southwest D.C. and 
target specialized tourism 
groups, including wedding, 
health care and international 
travel.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Virginia First Lady to visit Charles Barrett 

The American Horticulture Society hosted its 24th annual 
gala on Saturday evening at River Farm. More than 200 guests 
joined in the evening’s festivities celebrating America’s gardens. 
Honored guests this year were Congressman Donald S. Beyer, Jr. 
and his wife Megan. The gala host committee was chaired by 
Leslie Ariail. Pictured, from left to right, are Lynne Murray, Bob 
Murray, new AHS President and CEO Beth Tuttle, Skipp Calvert 
and AHS Board Chairman Amy Bolton.  

Proceeds from the dinner and silent auction support AHS’s 
outreach, mission and stewardship of River Farm. As reminder, 
the AHS Online Auction “One-on-One with Great Gardeners of 
North America” will take place on Oct. 12 and run through noon 
on Oct. 26, 2017.

From Sea to Shining Sea
PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

For more Weekly Briefing, please see page 17

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
Allow us to introduce you to Madeira’s rigorous academic program, 
learn about our experiential internships, take a campus tour, experience 
our dynamic boarding and day environment and much more . . .

The Madeira School • 8328 Georgetown Pike • McLean, VA 22102

Sunday, October 1 •  1:00 pm
Sunday, November 12 • 1:00 pm

RSVP and learn more 
about our admissions events at:

www.madeira.org/openhouse
Ranked in Top 25 

Best Boarding Schools 

in the U.S. 

PRIVATE
HIGH SCHOOL 

in Virginia  1#
Ranked in Top 25 

Best Boarding Schools 

in the U.S. 

PRIVATE
HIGH SCHOOL 

in Virginia  1#

Dorothy McAuliffe

Be the first to read the news. 
Sign up to receive the Alexandria Times e-edition at www.alextimes.com/sign-up-to-receive-e-edition
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CRIME

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

~ Thoughts of Home ~
Autumn is here and cooler weather will be  

on its way soon.  The pets at the Shelter  
are hoping now to be adopted before the holidays 

and chilly nights.
Maya is one of the staff favorites, loved for her 
sweet and fun personality.  A true snuggly cat, 

Maya is hoping for a home with a sunny window, 
and a person to cuddle.

She will warm your heart.
FOR MORE INFO ON ADOPTABLE CATS, 
PLEASE VISIT  www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

A metrobus that crashed 
on Interstate 395 on Monday 
afternoon resulted in a number 
of injuries, according to Alex-
andria Fire Dispatch reports.

The crash, which took place 
on I-395 in between Duke and 

Seminary roads, occurred 
when the bus made contact 
with a concrete barrier. It tem-
porarily shut down lanes of 
traffic during Monday rush 
hour.

At least eight people were 

transported to local hospitals, 
with most injuries minor. 

Virginia State Police hav-
en’t announced what caused 
the crash.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Crash results in death of 3-year-old
A crash on Saturday af-

ternoon in the Arlandria 
neighborhood resulted in 
the death of a 3-year-old 
boy, the Alexandria Police 
Department reported.

The crash occurred on 
the 3900 block of Execu-
tive Avenue at around 4:40 
p.m. Police say their initial 
investigation shows that a 
32-year-old man was driv-

ing southbound on Execu-
tive Avenue when he struck 
the boy, who ran into the 
street. The driver remained 
on the scene of the crash 
and was interviewed by po-
lice.

The child was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
by neighbors and later suc-
cumbed to his injuries. 

The police department 

hasn’t released the names 
of the victim or the driver. 
It’s not clear if the driver 
will face charges.

The investigation is on-
going and police ask wit-
nesses or anyone with infor-
mation about the incident 
contact Detective William 
Oakley at 703-746-6606.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Metrobus crashes near Landmark

The Village at Shirlington  
4053 Campbell Ave. | Arlington, VA 22206 | 703.746.9007 | Palette22.com

The Village at Shirlington  
4053 Campbell Ave. | Arlington, VA 22206 | 703.746.9007 | Palette22.com

ENJOY AN ENDLESS TACO FEAST             
WHEN EVERYONE  IN YOUR PARTY            

PARTICIPATES IN... 

$22/person  |  $10 for kids 10 and under.

TACO MADNESS TACO MADNESS 
THURSDAYS 5-10PM THURSDAYS 5-10PM 

The Alexandria Times is your  
hometown newspaper.

To place an advertisement call sales at   
703-739-0001 and ask for Jane Hughes.
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City archaeologists 
uncover remnants of 
19th-century Pioneer 
Mills
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The site of Robinson Ter-
minal South, where the east-
ern edge of Duke Street meets 
the waterfront, is teeming 
with activity. 

Many of the workers on site 
are archaeologists, though, 
and they aren’t building  – 
they’re delving down into lay-
ers of history. They’re from 
Thunderbird, the archaeolog-
ical division of Wetland Stud-
ies and Solutions Inc., which 
is working in partnership with 
Robinson Terminal South de-
veloper EYA. Recently, they 
uncovered the foundation of 
the Pioneer Mills, a flour mill 
that dates back to 1854. 

The city hosted a public 
site visit on Tuesday morning, 
where representatives from 
Alexandria Archaeology and 
Thunderbird were on hand to 
answer questions. Both par-
ties have been working closely 
with EYA on preservation ef-
forts. While the city supervises 
the site, Thunderbird performs 
the hands-on work.

The foundation, which 
spans 122 feet by 112 feet, of-
fers a glimpse inside the opera-
tion of Pioneer Mills, which, at 
its peak, produced thousands 
of barrels of flour per month 
that were shipped down the 
Potomac River, into the Atlan-
tic Ocean and up the east coast. 

Despite going through nu-
merous changes of ownership, 
as well as facing a number of 
starts and stops due to eco-
nomic challenges, the building 

endured through Union occu-
pation during the Civil War, 
Reconstruction and until the 
dawn of the 20th century. 

After it ceased to be a work-
ing flour mill, the Pioneer Mills 
building was used as storage, a 
grain elevator and warehouse, 
a ship building facility and a 

Excavating  
‘Alexandria’s Pompeii’

SEE PIONEER MILLS | 7

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Above: A construction 
crew and Thunderbird 
archaeologists work to 
excavate the Robinson 
Terminal South site, where 
they've uncovered the 
remnants of Pioneer Mills.
Left: Circa 1864 photo 
of Pioneer Mills, behind, 
with cooper’s shop in the 
foregroundCOURTESY ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY
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Tickets on sale now mountvernon.org/events

Fall Wine Festival  
& Sunset Tour
October 6-8

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301   |   703.549.0155  |  www.ILSAlexandria.org

DATE:  
Sunday, October 1
12 noon - 3 pm  
1801 Russell Rd. 

TICKETS:  
$15 adults,  
$5 kids,  
Children 4 and 
under free

Immanuel Lutheran Church & School
Annual Oktoberfest 

Live German Music • Children’s Activities 
Biergarten • Traditional German Food

wood vulcanizing facility be-
fore being severely damaged 
by a cyclone in 1896 and hav-
ing its interior destroyed by a 
fire one year later, according to 
a History Matters report from 
2014. 

In the 1920s, after the 
building was demolished and 
replaced, first an airplane 
manufacturing facility then 
the Emerson Engine Company 
operated on the site, before the 
building was again destroyed 
by fire in 1932, according to 
the report.  In 1944, Robinson 
Terminal Warehouse Corpora-
tion began to build a one-story 
brick maintenance building at 
the former Pioneer Mills loca-
tion. The building, which was 
later converted and merged, 
was eventually used as a 
Washington Post warehouse. 

The newspaper giant sold 
the property at 2 Duke St. to 
EYA in 2013. The developer 
plans to build luxury condo-
miniums, townhouses and re-
tail space once the excavation 
is completed. Construction on 
the development was sched-
uled to begin in summer of 
this year and span until fall of 
2019, with a tentative opening 
date of summer 2019.

The Pioneer Mills/Robin-
son Terminal site has a rare 
combination of rich history 
and preservation. Archae-
ologists have even found 
remnants of 18th- and ear-
ly-19th-century homes within 
the block-wide construction 
zone on the waterfront, be-
tween Duke and Wolfe streets.  

Thunderbird Principal Ar-
chaeologist John Mullen said 
he’s found pieces of Native 
American artifacts. 

Robinson Terminal South’s 
preservation is unusual, ac-
cording to Garrett R. Fesler, 
an archaeologist with the city, 
who was present at the site vis-
it.

“I’ve been calling it Al-
exandria’s Pompeii,” Fesler 
said. “We didn’t have a volca-
nic eruption, but we’ve found 
slabs of Robinson Terminal 
well-preserved … A site like 
this has not been encountered 
yet in the city of Alexandria.” 

Mullen said the site stands 
out for a number of reasons.

“It’s unique to be on the 
waterfront,” Mullen said. “It’s 
unique to find an entire city 
block.”

City archaeologist Eleanor 
Breen said the excavation will 
continue to go deeper. Archae-
ologists haven’t ruled out the 
possibility of there being more 
underneath the former Pio-
neer Mill site – perhaps, they 
mention, another ship similar 
to the one discovered during 
excavation for construction 
of Hotel Indigo, which now 
stands at 222 S. Union St. It 
would be familiar territory for 
Thunderbird, which excavated 
the 18th-century ship.

Next, archaeologists will 
dismantle the foundations of 
Pioneer Mill piece by piece to 
explore what’s below. 

After the excavation, EYA 
plans to add yet another use to 
the former Pioneer Mills site: a 
parking garage. 
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

PIONEER MILLS FROM | 6

The Alexandria 
Archaeology office 
hosted a site tour on 
Tuesday morning, inviting 
members of the public to 
ask questions and see 
progress of Thunderbird 
Archaeology's excavation 
of the Pioneer Mills site, 
which was built in 1854.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
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20Properties purchased by Asana 
around Old Town
1. 1100 King St.
2. 1004 King St. 
3. 1006 King St.
4. 815 King St.
5. 815 1/2 King St.
6. 101 N. Columbus St.
7. 814 King St.
8. 810 King St.
9. 113 S. Columbus St. 
10. 900 Prince St.
11. 132 King St.
12. 128 King St.
13. 124 King St.
14. 118 King St.
15. 116 King St.
16. 103 S. Union St.
17. 208 N. Lee St.
18. 210 N. Lee Street
19. 209 N. Lee St.
20. 816 N. St. Asaph St.

3

11 12 13 14 15

1. 1100 King St. 2., 3. 1004 and 1006 King St.

11. 132 King St. 13. 124 King St. 15. 116 King St. 

waterfront, has little va-
cancy, counting pop-up 
boutique 116 King, Paper 
Source, Pizzeria Paradiso, 
Lou Lous and Ben & Jerry’s 
among its retail occupants. 

As Asana nears the one-
year mark of ownership in 
Old Town, little is known 
about tenants the compa-
ny may recruit for its va-
cant storefronts. So far, 
only Conte’s Bike Shop at 
the 1100 King St. location 
is confirmed. The build out 
has already begun on the 
space for the regional re-
tailer, which has eight loca-
tions throughout Virginia 
and one in D.C.  

Those who are active in 
developing Alexandria’s re-
tail footprint are optimistic 
about Asana’s plans, saying 
that the company’s far reach 
and sheer number of store-
fronts in Old Town could be 
a game changer for the area. 
With so many properties at 
their disposal, Asana has 
the ability to carefully se-
lect and curate its tenants 
– something an individual 
owner in Old Town might 
not be able to do.

“I think the opportuni-
ty is that Asana can look 
now at their holdings that 
span from the bottom of 
King Street to the mid-
dle of King Street. As they 
talk to potential retailers, 
they can find the best solu-
tion,” Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership 
CEO Stephanie Landrum 
said. “That’s an interest-
ing approach because a lot 
of properties in Old Town 
and on King Street are con-
trolled by one family. With 
each deal, they’re trying 
to shoehorn a deal in … to 
someone like Asana, their 
team can talk to multiple 
retailers and restaurateurs 
at a time. They can piece 
them in. I think that opens 
a lot of opportunities.”

Although Asana is a  

SEE ASANA | 10

ASANA FROM | 1

PHOTOS/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
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Where you get more for your money!

Through Monday October 9, 
save 30 to 40% off selected 

items in both locations. 
Check out our showrooms and 

the sale on a wide variety of 
brands and models.

Free delivery with installation for seniors
ALEXANDRIA

M&M Appliance
817 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 23314
703.299.0092
mandmappliance.com

WASHINGTON, DC

M&M Appliance
6201 Blair Road NW
Washington, DC 20011
(202) 882-7100 ext. 3

Columbus Day  

      Floor model sale
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fairly new company, its in-
terest in Old Town appar-
ently isn’t new.

What is Asana?
Asana evolved out of the 

real estate development 
company Edens. Three of its 
former executives, Terry S. 
Brown, Jason Tompkins and 

Sam Judd, launched Asana 
Partners in August 2015, 
according to a news release 
issued by the company, with 
the goal of “balancing a 
vision and passion for the 
retail experience with the 
financial rigor necessary to 
create value.” Brown is now 
the company’s managing 
partner. 

Edens already has a foot-
print in Alexandria. After 
gaining approval from city 
council last year, the devel-
opment group broke ground 
this year on a mixed-use re-
development at 530 First St., 
the location of the former 
Giant in Old Town North. 
It will include 232 luxu-
ry rental units and 50,000 
square feet of commercial 
space for retail and restau-
rants when completed. 

The company also owns 
Van Dorn Plaza on Alexan-
dria’s West End, a 32-unit 
shopping center anchored 
by a Safeway that also con-
tains a CVS, restaurants, 
a coffee shop and a gym, 
which it renovated. 

Edens’ footprint also 
extends to D.C., where it 
redeveloped Union Market 
in D.C.’s NoMa neighbor-
hood, which boasts about 
40 tenants, including pop-
ular restaurants Rappah-
annock River Oysters, Red 
Apron Butcher, Dolcezza’s 
Factory and newcomers like 
nostalgic soda shop Buffalo 
& Bergen and cheese shop 
Righteous Cheese.

Asana, thus, already 
had some knowledge of 
the market when it started 
shopping about a year ago, 
Landrum said. Investing in 
Old Town also fits well into 
their existing portfolio.

“Alexandria is well-
known as a downtown re-
tail neighborhood, which is 
something Asana is focused 
on in the south,” Landrum 
said. 

“Their strategy has been 
to bring in a mix of inde-
pendent, regional retailers 
alongside some recogniz-

able brands,” Landrum said.
Asana shows similar in-

terest in urban core areas. 
Just this year, it acquired 28 
properties in Deep Ellum, a 
popular historic district in 
Dallas, Texas. It made sim-
ilar investments in its home 
base of Charlotte, as well 
as in Nashville, Tennessee, 
where it bought properties 
near Music Row, and Atlan-
ta, Georgia, where it bought 
historic buildings Plaza 
Theatre and Majestic Diner.

Though it’s too early to 
see the end result of those 
investments yet, some of 
their development progress 
offers clues of how they 
might proceed. So far, at 
its development near Char-
lotte’s South End, they’ve 
announced tapas and wine 
concept Barcelona Wine 
Bar and Atlanta-based Tex-
Mex restaurant Superica, 
according to the Charlotte 
Business Journal. 

Asana declined to talk 
about further plans for Old 
Town at this time, with 
Director of Development 
Reed Kracke, who has been 
spearheading the project, 
saying via email: “Old Town 
Alexandria is a strong retail 
corridor, and we are excited 
to be a part of the commu-
nity and about the opportu-
nities here.” 

What it means
Several of Alexandria’s 

business leaders have re-
acted positively to Asana’s 
purchases and the compa-
ny’s potential impact. 

For Bill Reagan, direc-
tor of the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Cen-
ter, Asana follows the lega-
cy of PMA Properties’ Rob 
Kaufman, who he said had a 
long-standing reputation of 
working well with his ten-
ants. Kaufman declined to 
comment for this story. 

“Asana is a very for-
ward-thinking, progres-
sive-minded property owner 

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.
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ASANA FROM | 8Since closing 
on a deal this 
summer with 

Monarch Row 
LLC, Asana 

owns several 
properties on 

lower King 
Street, in close 

proximity to 
the waterfront.

PHOTO/ALEXA 
EPITROPOULOS
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ECLIPSE ON CENTER PARK
3600 Glebe Road # 403W
Arlington, VA
$259,000

DONNA MOSELEY
+1 703 623 5294
JOHN McNAMARA
+1 703 395 2908

OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE
6324 Golf Course Square
Alexandria, VA
$625,000

JEANNE WARNER
+1 703 980 9106

WELLINGTON ESTATES
  8115 Wellington Road

Alexandria, VA
$925,000

PHYLLIS PATTERSON
+1 703 310 6201

OLD TOWN COMMONS
733 N Alfred Street

Alexandria, VA
$899,000

DAYNA BLUMEL
+1 703 597 2252
KERRY ADAMS
+1 703 587 7841

POTOMAC YARD
736 McKenzie Avenue

Alexandria, VA
$783,000

HEATHER COREY
+1 703 989 1183

TURNBERRY TOWER
1881 Nash St #TS04

Arlington, VA
$3,250,000 

JONATHAN TAYLOR
+1 202 276 3344

DAKOTA CROSSING
3298 Theodore R Hagans Drive NE
Washington, DC
$569,000

JOHN McNAMARA
+1 703 395 2908

CLEVELAND PARK
3124 38th Street NW
Washington, DC
$3,995,000 

JONATHAN TAYLOR
+1 202 276 3344

PARKER GRAY OLD TOWN
UNDER CONTRACT
242 N Payne Street
Alexandria, VA
$649,000

GREG DOHERTY
+1 703 408 5068

VILLAMAY
7313 Fort Hunt Road

Alexandria, VA
$849,900

KAREN BARKER
+1 703 928 8384

WETHERLY BARKER
+1 703 965 9613

RIVER BEND ESTATES
1707 River Farm Drive
Alexandria, VA 
$3,250,000

PENNY YERKS
+1 703 760 0744

WEST END
2555 Pennsylvania Ave NW # 1C

Washington, DC
$3,250,000

PHILIP LEVERRIER
+1 301 661 3520

RICHARD LEVERRIER
+1 202 957 7777



12 |SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

that looks for sophisticated 
businesses,” Reagan said. 
“They maintain properties 
at a high quality level so 
businesses that lease their 
space will get top notch 
sales. They bring them to the 
right conditions and they 
have a good reputation.”

Reagan also said their 
investment is an endorse-
ment of Old Town’s robust 
business environment. 

“It looks to me that when 
someone of the quality of 
Asana comes in and buys 
properties, it says they have 
an optimistic view,” Reagan 
said. 

The kind of capital they 
bring to the table is also 
attractive, Landrum said, 
with the potential to trans-
form the now vacant former 
European Country Living 
and Old Town Theater spac-
es on King Street. Landrum 
said she particularly hopes 
to see the block of King 
Street between Patrick and 
Henry streets activated. 

“Having someone like 
Asana take control of that 

asset and be able to invest 
in tenant improvements 
and to bring in an anchor 
tenant, that’s one of the 
most exciting opportuni-
ties,” Landrum said. 

Asana’s move into Old 
Town also coincides with an 
evolution across the river as 
retail and restaurants open 
at The Wharf D.C. between 
this fall and spring of 2018. 

“It’s absolutely compe-
tition. We’ll be competing 

with them for regional vis-
its. When you think about 
what you’re going to do on 
the weekend, you’ll ask ‘do 
I want to go to Old Town or 
National Harbor or the Cap-
itol Riverfront?’ It’s another 
neighborhood we’re compet-
ing with. It will be the new 
shiny penny for the immedi-
ate future,” Landrum said.

The company’s redevel-
opment of properties could 
help make Old Town compet-

itive with The Wharf for re-
gional visits, Landrum said.

“I think what Asana is 
doing and who they end up 
bringing in could help us 
and lead to exciting things,” 
Landrum said. 

What it means for 
small business

Small retailers in Old 
Town, for the most part, 
still aren’t sure what to ex-
pect from Asana. For some, 
it’s a nuanced reaction. 
While Asana could bring in 
more customers that boost 
Old Town’s retailers as a 
whole, some worry it could 
raise rents and push small 
businesses who are already 
on the edge out.

Suzanne Runyon, who 
has owned the boutique 
Hysteria on South Fairfax 
Street for five years, is still 
undecided about what Asa-
na could mean.

“I’m concerned it’s go-
ing to drive up rent,” said 
Runyon, who is also acting 
president of the Old Town 
Boutique Association. “It’s 
positive in that it will com-
pete with The Wharf … We 
feel we need traffic, but we 
need the right kind of traf-
fic.” 

The lack of information 
on retailers, she said, also 
makes it difficult to know 
what the impact will be on 
the neighborhood. 

“There’s a lot that’s un-
known and a lot of uncer-
tainty about who’s going in. 
Until we know who’s going 
in, we won’t know the true 
impact,” Runyon said.

Reagan, who works with 
small businesses on a daily 
basis, said the mix of retail-
ers Asana brings in could 
make a major difference. 

“There is a property 
owner that intends to fill 
those stores and I think 
their reputation is filling 
spaces with a mix of busi-
nesses. They may bring a 
few national and regional 
brands, but they also get 
independent local brands,” 
Reagan said. “Most business 
owners I know look at that 
mix as being attractive.”

Landrum advised resi-
dents to look at Asana like 
any new neighbor. 

“I think they should look 
at Asana as a new partner 
and neighbor,” Landrum 
said. “I think they should 
think about approaching 
Asana as a new neighbor 
where they live. You want to 
be welcoming, you want to 
learn about their interests, 
and you want to figure out 
how to work together.”

Landrum’s hope is that 
Asana brings in businesses 
that reflect Old Town – and 
work with the city in achiev-
ing its economic goals.

“I hope they plan to be 
an active partner – they’ve 
shown every sign that this 
is the case, but I hope they 
get involved in the discus-
sion about the long-term 
sustainability of our busi-
ness community,” Landrum 
said. “I think they are very 
in touch with our overall 
brand.”  

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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Asana closed on six properties within Monarch Row in August, 
bringing its Old Town portfolio to 20.

“I hope they plan to be an active 
partner – they’ve shown every 
sign that this is the case, but I 

hope they get involved in the discussion 
about the long-term sustainability of our 
business community. I think they are 
very in touch with our overall brand.” 

– Stephanie Landrum, CEO, Alexandria 
Economic Development Partnership



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 | 13 























14 |SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

a club where black men could 
gather, socialize and interact 
with the community. Turn-
ing 90 this week, the Depart-
mental Progressive Club is 
Alexandria’s oldest private 
social club.

“They started it because 
they wanted some whole-
some entertainment for their 
families and themselves. I 
knew all but one of them,” 
Greene said as he looked 
up at framed photos of the 
founders in the DPC’s Mem-
bers’ Room. 

“Let’s see, I buried one, 
two, three, four, five of 
them,” Greene added, point-
ing to the photos of each cor-
responding member. Greene 
is also the manager of his 
family business, Greene Fu-
neral Home.

The funeral  home and 
a name were not the only 
things Greene inherited from 
his father, Nelson E. Greene 
Sr. The two were also both 
members of the DPC prior 
to his father’s death in 2014. 
For many men in the club, 
membership goes back gen-
erations, and for Greene, Jr., 
involvement with the DPC 
began long before he official-
ly joined in the late 70s.

From delivering newspa-
pers in the neighborhood as 
a paperboy, to watching his 
father play pinochle with 
members every afternoon, 
Greene grew up surrounded 
by the fellowship and influ-
ence of the Departmental 
Progressive Club.

“They were examples for 
me, so that was always very 
good,” Greene said. “And 
then to be here with my fa-

ther at the same time as him 
was very important.”

The club is composed of 
55 members, about half of 
whom live in Alexandria. The 
others commute from around 
the D.C.-Maryland-Virginia 
area for meetings and events. 
Members share the club and 
hold combined events with a 
Ladies’ Auxiliary of about 15 
members. 

When the club first be-
gan, it was located a block 
away from its current build-
ing, which was built on the 
corner of Gibbon and Royal 
streets in 1955. Greene said 
they are in the early stages 
of remodeling the interior of 
the building. 

Since its establishment 
on Sept. 27, 1927, the DPC 
has been committed to  

DPC FROM | 1

SEE DPC | 15

You don’t know where you’re going unless you know 
where you came from…. knowing how times were 

back then for African Americans and what these gentlemen 
had to do to start this club…. I think it’s fair that we do all 
we can to keep it alive because there’s history there.”

– Councilor Willie Bailey

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: Members of the Departmental Progressive Club break ground 
on the the corner of Gibbon and Royal streets in 1955.
Middle: Framed photos of the club's seven founders, Jessie Carter, 
Lawrence Day, Clarence Greene, Raymond Green, Booker T. Harper, 
Jesse Pollard and Samuel Reynolds, line the wall of the DPC Mem-
bers' Room.
Bottom: Nelson E. Greene, Sr., Julian Haley and Ernest Carroll dis-
play awards presented to them by the DPC.

COURTESY PHOTO
Departmental Progressive Club members at one of their annual anniversary dances. 
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community involvement. All 
seven of its founders worked 
in different departments of 
the federal government, thus 
determining the Departmen-
tal Progressive Club’s name. 

Ninety years later, sever-
al of Alexandria’s prominent 
African American residents 
can still be found among 
the club’s members. Greene 
said that almost every black 
member of city council has 
been a member of the DPC. 
This includes Alexandria 
Councilors Willie Bailey and 
John Chapman.

“One of the reasons I 
joined is because I wanted to 
make sure this organization 
stayed alive,” Bailey said. 
“You don’t know where you’re 
going unless you know where 
you came from. … knowing 
how times were back then for 
African Americans and what 
these gentlemen had to do to 
start this club. … I think it’s 
fair that we do all we can to 
keep it alive because there’s 
history there.”

City Attorney Jim Banks, 
another city leader and DPC 
member, said one of the 
club’s strengths was its abili-
ty to adapt.

“I think for any predom-
inantly African American 
organization that’s been in 
existence as long as it has, 
it’s changed over time as our 
social, cultural and political 
environment has changed,” 
Banks said.

For example, the DPC was 
very active during the civil 
rights era as a minority orga-
nization. 

“It still has that value of 
trying to make sure every-
one’s being treated fairly,” 
Bailey said, “but now it’s 
more towards doing things in 
the community, giving back, 
fellowship, bringing mem-
bers into the club throughout 
Alexandria and giving them 
a little history lesson on the 
city and the club itself.” 

The DPC holds regular 
meetings twice a month, but 

it often has additional events 
that get members out into the 
community, such as Mother’s 
Day programs, group trips to 
church and formal dances. 
The club is also involved with 
several other community or-
ganizations, including the 
Boys and Girls Club, Ameri-
can Red Cross and NAACP. 

Bailey said he often coor-
dinates joint service events 
between the DPC and his 
nonprofit, Firefighters and 
Friends to the Rescue. Next 
month, the two groups will 
join forces to hand out coats 
to underprivileged kids in 
Alexandria, and approach-
ing Christmas, they will help 
collect toys to deliver to dif-
ferent Alexandria schools.  

While the club has had a 
positive community impact 
throughout the years, both 
Bailey and Banks said some 
of their favorite memories 
are simply of spending time 
with other members. 

“I’m in my early 50s, but 
every time I go there, and 
I see these gentlemen that 
have been around on this 
earth 20 to 30 more years 
than I have,” Bailey said. 
“I just enjoy being around 
them.” 

“One of my old rec ball 
coaches is still a member 
of the club. He coached me 
when I was 8, 9, 10, 11 years 
old,” Bailey said. “Now, be-
ing able to talk to him, and 
being able to sit down, even 
sit down there at the bar and 
buy him a beer, it makes me 

feel good.” 
Banks, who has been Al-

exandria’s city attorney for 
nine years and a DPC mem-
ber for about four years, also 
commended the wisdom of 
older members. 

“A lot of my fellow mem-
bers are second or even 

third generation members 
of the club with very long 
Alexandria ties and history, 
so it’s really helpful for me 
to kind of have that histori-
cal perspective that I would 
not otherwise have,” Banks 
said.

Leading up to the 90th an-
niversary, the DPC has held 
several celebratory events, 
from family game nights to 
church services. The club has 
also welcomed back past club 
members to take part in the 
milestone. The main 90th 
anniversary gala will be held 
on Sept. 30 at the Waterford 
in Springfield. 

“It’s an organization that 
has been resilient. It has 
been able to adapt; it has 
been able to remain relevant; 
it has continued to be some-
thing that people here in this 
community still think is im-
portant,” Banks said. 

“Our pride is that we are 
the oldest black organization 
in the city other than some of 
the churches,” Greene said. 
“We’re it, and we’re still go-
ing strong, and look forward 
to go strong for a long time.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Men of the club honor DPC Ladies Auxiliary Members Mildred Worthy,  Blanche Allen, Bernice Lee, Ann 
Allen, A. Melvin Miller, Rosa Byrd, Barbara Wilks and Ardene Henson with cake and roses in 2012.
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BUSINESS

New owner Scott 
Mitchell keeps  
restaurant open  
during transition
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Snackbar, a new restau-
rant from Scott Mitchell, is 
setting up shop at Caboose 
Café’s longtime location in 
Del Ray. 

The iconic piece of real 
estate at 2419 Mount Ver-
non Ave. is located in close 
proximity to popular Del 
Ray restaurants Chees-
tique and Taqueria Pobla-
no. Mitchell plans to debut 
Snackbar as a go-to spot for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
for everyone from the may-
or to the garbage collector.

Mitchell also owns fel-
low Del Ray restaurant Kai-
zen and formerly owned 
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub. He 
took over the location from 
Caboose founder Rhoda 
Worku, who ran the restau-
rant for 13 years. After an 
efficient transfer of own-
ership, Mitchell decided to 
keep the café up and run-
ning temporarily on its old 
menu. 

While it would have been 
easy to put up brown pa-
per and shutter the store-
front during the transition, 
Mitchell had his employ-
ees and the Del Ray com-
munity in mind. Snackbar 
remains open from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. so that café regu-
lars don’t lose their favorite 
lunch spot, and Caboose 
staff members who have re-
mained on board don’t have 
to put their jobs on hold. 

When the kitchen clos-
es at 3 p.m., painting and 
renovations commence, and 
the masterminds behind the 
operation work on crafting 
Snackbar’s new menu. Food 
Director Edward Felice is 
still figuring out details of 

the menu, but it will feature 
classic dishes and simple 
ingredients, with a bent to-
ward healthy and food with 
flavors that will drive them-
selves. Organizers also plan 
to make use of the kitchen’s 
bread making facility for 
its sandwich-heavy lunch 
menu. Condensed versions 
of the new breakfast and 
lunch menus will premiere 
on Monday.

Mark McCaslin, who was 
involved in planning the 
operation, said he wanted 
the restaurant’s environ-
ment to mirror that of the 
old Snackbar, a sandwich 
shop that used to reside in 
Old Town.  

 “We want the kind of 
place where people coming 
for a business meeting feel 
comfortable sitting next to 
a guy in a trucker hat,” Mc-
Caslin said.

Though it’s still in the 
planning stages, Snackbar’s 
end goal is to be a place 
with great food, good com-
pany and a comfortable, fun 

environment for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Breakfast 
and lunch will have fast ca-
sual, order-at-the-counter 
service, and dinner will be 
full service. 

Once renovations are 
complete, the transition 
between lunch and din-
ner will ease with music, 
dimmed lights and the ad-

dition of a bar in the front 
room. While the restaurant 
is still in transition, own-
ers hope it becomes a local 
hotspot. Mitchell expects 
a big “coming out” to the 
community during the an-
nual Art on the Avenue fes-
tival on Oct. 7. 

- mschrott@
alextimes.com 

Snackbar moves into former Caboose Café

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Top: Allen Smith, Edward Felice and Mark McCaslin plan Snackbar's 
breakfast, lunch and dinner menus in the restaurant's dining room.
Above: Snackbar takes over Caboose Cafe's storefront on Mount 
Vernon Avenue in Del Ray.

QUICK BITES
Casa Tequila Bar & Grill 
filed a special use permit 
to open a 100-seat restau-
rant serving up authentic 
Mexican food at 1701 Duke 
St., near Whole Foods and 
the King Street Metro. The 
restaurant also plans to 
serve beer and wine. 

Forge Industrial Works has 
opened a space at 128 S. 
Royal St. The new retailer 
sells farm and industri-
al-themed home products 
and similar goods, as well as 
custom-made products. It’s 
owned by Scott and Mi-
chelle Mitchell, who recently 
opened Snackbar in Del Ray.

AV Resto Group LLC filed 
a special use permit to 
open new restaurant, The 
People’s Drug, in the space 
occupied by Bittersweet 
Catering at 103 N. Alfred St. 
The planned restaurant will 
have 23 indoor seats and 
16 outdoor seats and serve 
craft sandwiches and cock-
tails. The proposed hours of 
operation are 7:30 a.m. to 
midnight.

Wholistic Hound Academy, 
which will offer dog training 
services, hosts its grand 
opening at 18 Roth St. on 
Oct. 14 between 3 and 6 
p.m.  The owner, Sandy Mod-
ell, was formerly the general 
manager for DASH. 

The 116 King pop-up is 
opening another location in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland. The 
store announced on Insta-
gram and Facebook that it’s 
hiring employees for both 
locations.

A coffee shop with some 
food service is slated to open 
in the Ice House at 200 
Commerce St. Applicant 
Markos Panas filed a special 
use permit to operate a 
coffee shop and a carry-out 
restaurant, with hand pies 
and pastries that are made 
off-site.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Further dialogue 
planned as tweaks to 
process are consid-
ered
BY MISSY SCHROTT

At Tuesday night’s legis-
lative session, council mem-
bers discussed potential 
improvements for the Old 
Town Farmers’ Market. Mae 
Carroll, Old Town market 
manager, and Al Coleman, 
deputy director for the de-
partment of general services, 
adressed everything from re-
cent changes to market hours 
to an overview of the vendor 
application process.

The status update and 
ensuing discussion were 
prompted by a request at a 
previous city council meet-
ing to have a generic, broad 
policy discussion about the 
farmers’ market. After recent 
frustration from vendors, 
such as Together We Bake, 
seeking permanent places at 
the market, the discussion 
veered toward stall turnover, 
the application process for 
new vendors and possible 
solutions to introduce new 
vendors into a market domi-
nated by stall veterans.

Coleman reported most 
vendors have been at the 
market for an average of 
10 years. Since 2014, only 
five permanent spaces have 
turned over. When there is an 
opportunity for a turnover, 
applications for the spot are 
considered by the Old Town 
Farmers’ Market Rules Com-
mittee, composed of seven 
voting members. Spots are 
filled depending on the type 
of product the committee and 
market manager are seeking. 

Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son asked if the committee 
has discussed increasing the 
turnover of stalls.

“We’ve heard both sides,” 
Coleman said. “We’ve heard 
from vendors who say, ‘It’s 
great for me to have a contin-
ual customer base,’ and we’ve 
heard the same from cus-
tomers, that they like seeing 
the same vendors, but at the 
same time, there are plenty 
of new vendors who want to 
come into the market.” 

In general, the rules com-
mittee determined that it’s 
not worth it in the long run to 
turn over stalls more quickly, 
since so much of the market’s 
success depends on relation-
ships between vendors and 
repeat customers. Since kick-
ing out old vendors was not a 
possibility the committee was 
willing to consider, a discus-
sion began about other ways 
to introduce new vendors. 

Coleman proposed two 
key solutions: (1) host anoth-
er farmers’ market on Sunday 
mornings, or (2) expand the 
Saturday market to either 
the 100 block of North Royal 
Street or to Tavern Square. 

Councilmembers agreed 
that expanding to North Roy-
al Street to host more vendors 
was the most doable solution.

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
suggested a more reasonable 
response to last minute ven-
dor cancellations. The cur-
rent policy is vendors have 
to cancel within two weeks if 
they cannot attend the mar-
ket so that others can fill in. 
This, however, leaves empty 
stalls if a vendor has a last 
minute cancellation. Silber-
berg suggested the commit-
tee create a system so that 
local vendors who can be 
ready on short notice have a 
chance to fill in. 

Council is expected to 
further discuss potential 
changes in future meetings. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

City council discusses 
potential farmers’  
market changes BY DENISE DUNBAR

Representatives from 
the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quali-
ty met with a room full of 
concerned residents at city 
hall on Tuesday afternoon 
to discuss a report on pol-
lutants at the Robinson 
Terminal North site. 

The meeting, held in the 
Sister Cities Room on city 
hall’s first floor, drew so 
many concerned neighbors 
that extra chairs had to be 
set up to accommodate ev-
eryone. 

Alex Wardle from VDEQ 
presented findings on pe-
troleum contamination at 
the site. While Wardle and 
fellow VDEQ representa-
tives Randy Chapman and 
Vince Maiden explained 
that soil samples had 
been taken at 60 locations 
across the property, and 
that numerous wells had 

not turned up significant 
levels of any toxic sub-
stance, residents were un-
convinced.

While the exchange 
remained civil on both 
sides, numerous residents 
expressed concern that 
the testing wells were not 
sufficient. No testing wells 
were located along the 
line of the northeastern 
flow of an underground 
creek bed, nor were there 
any at the point where the 
nearby sewer outfall flows 
into Oronoco Bay. Wardle 
said the state would add at 
least one more well to test 
for contaminants in the 
path of the groundwater 
flow. He said if contam-
inants were found there, 
additional wells would be 
added.

The RTN site is listed as 
an archived Superfund site 
of the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. A 

number of industrial uses 
on the location, dating back 
more than 100 years, have 
left behind a cocktail of 
toxic substances, including 
arsenic and dioxin, as well 
as petroleum. In the case of 
dioxin, only trace amounts 
have been found.

RTN was, most recently, 
a Washington Post Compa-
ny storage terminal. Before 
that the property was home 
to R.H. Bogle Company, 
which used pesticides to 
control weeds along rail-
road tracks, and, before 
that, housed Standard Oil 
tanks that date back to 
1907. 

Current property owners 
CityInterests and Rooney 
Properties had planned to 
build a hotel, residential 
and retail space on the site, 
but instead have put the 
property up for sale.

- ddunbar@
alextimes.com 

State environmental quality team presents 
RTN site findings to skeptical neighbors
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The 2017 Athenaeum Invitational

GLOW
September 21 - October 29

Opening Reception: Sunday, September 24, 4-6

TTR Sotheby’s International Realty is proud to sponsor
The 2017 Athenaeum Invitational - a theme-based event featuring

the works of both specially-invited artists and works selected through 
an open call. This year’s theme, GLOW, asks artists to create work that 

shows a sense of lightness or hope emanating from something dark.

The Athenaeum | 201 Prince Street, Alexandria

Photo: Icelandic Poppy Garden (detail), Robert Creamer

Scores this week:

Sept. 19

Episcopal W 3-0 vs. Georgetown Visitation

SSSAS L 3-0 @ Potomac High School

Sept. 20

BI W 3-0 @ St. Mary Ryken

Sept. 22

BI W 3-1 @ Our Lady of Good Counsel

Episcopal L 2-0 vs. Middleburg Academy (@Flint Hill 
Invitational)

Episcopal L 2-0 vs. Nansemond-Suffolk Academy (@
Flint Hill Invitational) 

SSSAS W 3-1 @ Georgetown Visitation

Sept. 23

BI W 2-0 vs. Norfolk Academy (@ Flint Hill Invitational)

BI L 2-0 vs. Flint Hill (@ Flint Hill Invitational)

BI L 2-0 vs. Fredericksburg Christian (@Flint Hill 
Invitational) 

Sept. 25

T.C. Williams L 3-0 @ McLean High School

SPORTS
Alexandria football roundup

Scores this week:

Sept. 22

T.C. Williams L 42-26 @ Patriot High School 

Sept. 23 

BI L 42-6 vs. Bishop O’Connell

SSSAS  L 36-34 vs. Fork Union Military Academy

Alexandria volleyball roundup
School   Record

Bishop Ireton      9-3
Episcopal      6-3
SSSAS      3-5
T.C. Williams     3-8

School   Record

Bishop Ireton       0-4
Episcopal              1-1
SSSAS       0-3
T.C. Williams      3-2

The Alexandria Times is launching our 
weekly sports roundup, which will include re-
cords and game results for the prior week in two 
sports per season for Alexandria’s four local high 
schools: Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, St. Stephens 
and St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams High 
School. Records will be presented alphabetically, 
while results will be listed by date.

This fall, the sports we will include in the 

roundup are football and volleyball. This winter 
we will feature boys’ and girls’ basketball and in 
the spring boys’ baseball and girls’ lacrosse. We 
will also be running photos with captions from 
games and encourage readers to send timely 
photos for submission to sports@alextimes.
com. We will also continue covering games from 
various sports, as well as running sports fea-
tures about Alexandria athletes.

Introducing the Alexandria Sports Roundup
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CALENDAR
September and October events
Finish September with an auction and begin 
October with Art on the Avenue   |   Page 24

ARTS
Q&A with Emily Saliers
Mainstay of Indigo Girls launches solo al-
bum, will perform at Birchmere    |   Page 20

HOMES
Strut in style
Build a “well-heeled” closet with these 
tips on organizing footwear  |   Page 22

TimesLiving
Lets Eat 

An exciting art-themed 
restaurant and event venue in 
Shirlington, Palette 22 is the 
perfect spot for your group 
to revel in conversation and 
good company while sharing 
a variety of tantalizing glob-
al cuisine. Delight in color-
ful, handcrafted cocktails, 
while enjoying an array of vi-
brant artwork throughout the 
space. Local artists hone their 
craft at nearby workstations, 
providing an unparalleled 
backdrop for your visit.

Modeled after an indus-
trial-chic artist’s loft, the 
restaurant features a sea-
sonally driven menu of small 
plates available during both 
lunch and dinner. Mexican 
street corn is served with a 
light char-grill over citrus aoi-
li and dusted with chili piquin 
and queso cotija. Tacos Vam-
piros feature delicate mari-
nated short rib with salsa roja, 
chipotle salsa and queso coti-
ja, wrapped in a double-torti-
lla shell melted together with 
pepper jack and poblano pep-
pers. Indulge in supple Bulgo-
gi beef with Korean gochujang 
sauce, ssamjang and wrapped 
in fresh butter lettuce. In 
addition to signature menu 
items, the chef creates spe-
cial selections to give guests 
something new and different 

to try.
Palette 22 also features a 

full bar, offering signature red 
and white sangria by the glass 
or the pitcher, unique, artis-
anal cocktails, an extensive 
wine list of international vari-
etal and craft and small-batch 
beers on tap.

Visit Palette for their im-
mensely popular weekend 
Bottomless Brunch for just 
$25 per person, Happy Hour 
Sunday through Friday from 4 
to 7 p.m. and endless tacos on 
Thursday evenings for $22.22 
– or contact us to host your 
next private event. 

Experience global, seasonal cuisine at Palette 22
Restaurant: Palette 22
Location: The Village 
at Shirlington, 4053 
Campbell Avenue, 
Arlington, VA 22206
Neighborhood: Shirlington
Owner: Alexandria 
Restaurant Partners
Year Opened: 
February 2016
Type of Food: An 
eclectic menu of globally 
inspired small plates
Hours: Monday to Thursday 
11:30 a.m. to midnight, 
Friday 11:30 to 1 a.m., 
Saturday 10 to 1 a.m. and 
Sunday 9 a.m. to midnight 
All Day Menu: Monday 
through Friday, 11:30 
a.m. to closing
Brunch: Saturday, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Happy Hour: Monday 
through Friday, from 
4 to 7 p.m.
Late Night Menu: Sunday 
through Thursday, 10 
p.m. to midnight
Late Night Menu: 
Friday and Saturday, 
11 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Contact: General 
Manger Tom DeMott or 
Event Sales & Marketing 
Director Emily Klassen

AT A GLANCE

COURTESY PHOTOS
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ARTS

Fall Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

BEST
Soft Shells
in Old Town Are Here!

Reservations Recommended BY DENISE DUNBAR

Emily Saliers, one half 
of Atlanta-based folk rock 
duo Indigo Girls, will play 
the Birchmere on Oct. 11 
as a solo act. Thirty years 
after she and musical part-
ner Amy Ray released their 
first LP, “Strange Fire,” in 
1987, Saliers is branching 
out with her first individual 
album and tour.

Saliers made it clear in 
a recent phone interview 
with Alexandria Times Ed-
itor and Co-Publisher De-
nise Dunbar that the Indigo 
Girls are still going strong. 
Nonetheless, Saliers ex-
pressed excitement at the 
release of solo album “Mur-
muration Nation,” which 
contains some interesting 
new twists, but won’t disap-
point longtime Indigo Girls 
fans. 

Below are excerpts from 

their conversation. The 
transcript has been edit-
ed for length and clarity. 
For the full write-up, see  
alextimes.com.

DD: You’ve enjoyed great 
success with the Indigo 
Girls for the past 30 years. 
What made you decide to 
do a solo album and tour 
now?
ES: A lot of it was just tim-
ing. Lyris Hung … plays vio-
lin with me and Amy on tour 
… So I knew I liked working 
with her. So I would just 
send her little ideas. She … 
would just mock up produc-
tion ideas. Everything she 
did honestly blew me away. 
When I’m in my studio I 
can come up with certain 
ideas but I don’t know how 
to create everything that 
I hear in my head. She was 
creating things that I heard 
in my head. And I was like, 

‘wow, this has never hap-
pened quite like this,’ so I 
asked her to produce a re-
cord. And then, it still took 
us like three years from that 
point on. 

DD: I hear jazz influences 
in some of the songs on 
the album. Was that de-
liberate?
ES: For me it feels more like 
it’s got a groove element, a 
lot of R&B influence. One of 
the drummers … also plays 
a lot of jazz so there’s prob-
ably in the musicality a lot 
of the men and women have 
jazz chops. That may come 
into play. Some of the songs 
are very different from the 
other songs on the album. 
We just took each song and 
treated it as we wanted it to 
sound and feel.

Indigo Girls  
mainstay  
to play at 
Birchmere
Emily Saliers 
launches solo 
tour, reflects on 
30 years as part 
of iconic duo

SEE SALIERS | 21

PHOTO/JEREMY COWART
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Some of these songs sound 
like they’ll be fun for you 
to play in concert – ‘Fly’ 
in particular.
‘Fly’ I wrote just after the 
election. I was disturbed by 
the divisions in our country 
and was just trying to make 
sense of it all. I wrote that 
song to just sort of work 
through all those thoughts 
and feelings. And actual-
ly in terms of production 
on the album it’s a very 
straightforward and simple 
production … But I like that 
song because the message 
in the end is positive. It’s 
about us coming together…

There are other songs 
I’m looking forward to 
playing, like ‘Spider’ and 
‘OK Corral’ because they’re 
very dense musically. And I 
think the privilege of hav-
ing a band that can play 
those parts and for me not 
having to stand up there 
and play the acoustic guitar 
the whole way … but just to 
really be able to get into the 
song and deliver it is going 
to be very fun for me and 
very liberating.

Where did the title ‘Mur-
muration Nation’ come 
from?
I’ve always had a strong af-
finity for birds. I don’t know 
why, I just do …  So the mur-
muration is a flock of star-
lings … There are thousands 
of them, and they’re up in 
the air, and they’re shape 
shifting and turning. So 
that’s a murmuration, and I 
saw that as a metaphor for 
the way social change can 
happen without the usual 
rules of how things move or 
get done.

And I thought in the 
wake of the election … it’s 
just indicative of the way 
people can come togeth-
er with respect to promote 
good social change and to 
alleviate suffering and op-
pression and to just under-

stand each other more.

The Indigo Girls are 
known for your harmo-
nies and the songs you 
and Amy write, but you’re 
also a terrific guitar play-
er. How did you become so 
good?
I started playing when I was 
nine, and from the moment 
I started playing I was ob-
sessed with it, and it really 
became the vehicle for me to 
figure out the world … One 
day at school, I remember 
seeing a flyer for guitar les-
sons at the Y, and I just took 
the flyer home, and I showed 
my parents and said, ‘I want 
to do this.’ … The second 
I got my hands on a guitar, 
that was it, and it’s still been 
it. It’s a beautiful friendship. 
There’s nothing else in my 
life that I can compare to 
it in terms of… a gift or an 
aptitude that I felt when I 
picked up a guitar… It was 
just endless joy.

When did you start writ-
ing songs?
Even before I started play-
ing guitar I was writing 
songs as a little child. We 
grew up going to church and 
singing hymns and my fam-
ily was musical. My grand-
pa toured in the big band 
era and so songs were all 
around me all the time and 
so I really started writing 
songs when I was about sev-
en. That was always my way 

of getting my emotions out. 

Your earlier albums had a 
lot of songs about loss and 
longing, and you seem 
to be comfortable writ-
ing more political songs 
now. Is that a stage of life 
thing?
For whatever reason, I’m 
just able to tap into that 
space. I really haven’t suf-
fered as much in love as you 
might think [laughing] from 
some of the songs that I’ve 
written. Which is kind of 
funny. But I always can go 
back to that subject matter 
and feel it strongly enough 
to write about it articulate-
ly. I don’t know why. I guess 
it’s just my sensitive, bleed-
ing heart. 

I don’t know if it’s a mat-
ter of comfort … I have to 
write about these things be-
cause they’re on my mind. 
And whether or not some-
one wants to receive that 
message is up to him or her. 

You mentioned being a 
parent. You have a daugh-
ter, right?

Yes, my daughter will be five 
in November. The homesick-
ness is so terrible. It’s terri-
ble. You know FaceTime has 
made it easier … But it be-
comes harder and harder to 
be away from her and to miss 
any part of her life. Because 
it goes by so fast. And she’s 
so precious to me in a way 
that I’ve not experienced 
preciousness before.

You and Amy have record-
ed with so many different 
amazing people through 
the years, including David 
Crosby, Jackson Browne, 
Janis Ian and Michael 
Stipe. What was that like?
Thrilling. Absolutely thrill-
ing. And it continues to be 
thrilling. We just did a tour 
with Joan Baez and Mary 
Chapin Carpenter called 
‘Four Voices’ this sum-
mer. The best part of it was 
when Amy and I just got to 
sit on stage and listen to 
Chapin sing a song, or Joan 
sing a song or sing harmo-
ny together and go, ‘I can’t 
even believe this is my life.’ 
Because as much as I’m a 

writer or a performer, I’m 
a music fan. And these are 
my musical heroes some of 
them, and it’s just incredi-
bly joyful … So even after 
all these years, the thrill is 
there.
How much are you tour-
ing?
In a way it feels non-stop 
because we don’t do super 
long runs. Like the most 
we go out now [as the Indi-
go Girls] is two weeks at a 
time. And so what that ends 
up doing is sort of spreading 
it a lot over the course of a 
year rather than just knock-
ing it all out. But we’ve nev-
er been a band that can just 
go out and tour for months 
at a time. Amy and I dis-
covered early on that we 
couldn’t even do six weeks. 
We were miserable. 

How do you maintain your 
voice when you’re touring 
so much?
It gets harder and harder. 
We have sung full force for 
over 30 years. And the voice 

WIPE OUT
Breast Cancer with

PINK WIPERS
While supplies last.

Visit
viocPINK.com
to learn more.

NEW CUSTOMER BONUS!

ADDITIONAL $5 OFF*
*New customer must be new addition to our database.

EXPIRES: 10/31/17   CODE: ABALEX5

*Includes up to 5 quarts of motor oil, fi lter, lube and maintenance 
check. Premium oil fi lter surcharge may apply. O� er not valid with 
any other same service o� ers or discounts. Good at our Alexandria 
location only. 

$10 OFF
Any Full Service Oil Change*

EXPIRES: 10/31/17   CODE: ABALEX

DOUBLE DONATION SEPT. 30, 2017 ONLY
With the purchase of PINK WIPERS we’ll double our donation to National Breast Cancer Foundation, Inc.®

While supplies last.to learn more.

DOUBLE DONATION SEPT. 30, 2017 ONLY

While supplies last.

we’ll double our donation to National Breast Cancer Foundation, Inc.

Valid at this location
ALEXANDRIA
4510 Duke St.

(703) 751-7388

SALIERS FROM | 20

PHOTO/JEREMY COWART

SEE SALIERS | 29
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Fantastic curb appeal is 
just the beginning – every de-
tail was carefully selected and 
quality crafted in this beauti-
ful 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom 
home. There’s a grand stair-
case at the entrance with a 
large foyer, which leads to 
the formal living room and 
traditional dining room. The 
top-of-the-line chef’s kitch-
en is equipped with premium 
finishes, custom white wood 
cabinets, Corian countertops 
and a large kitchen island 
with a second sink for food 
prep. Adjoining the kitchen 
is a family room and French 
doors leading to a large deck 
overlooking a private .2 acre 
wooded lot. 

Upstairs is the oversized, 

private master bedroom with 
an exposed brick wall and 
two walk-in closets. The sleek 
en suite features a soaking 
tub, separate shower and 

heated floor. This home also 
includes three additional large 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
a landing area with a railing 
overlooking the foyer. 

The expansive finished 
basement has a half bath, 
plenty of storage and doors 
leading to the outdoor patio 
area. There’s an additional 

area ready to be completed 
to your needs. This could be 
used as a man cave, a moth-
er-in-law suite, a private 
guest room or a teenager’s 
escape area. Other highlights 
include recently refinished 
wood floors on both levels, 
two gas fireplaces, large win-
dows throughout the home – 
including the basement – and 
a two-car garage. Located on 
a cul-de-sac, you’ll enjoy very 
little traffic and still be a few 
minutes away from Wash-
ington D.C., Reagan National 
Airport, Del Ray, Old Town 
and Crystal City.

Schedule a private show-
ing today with Jessica Rich-
ardson, McEnearney Associ-
ates. 

HOMES 

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

Having a well-heeled clos-
et may be the first step to 
strutting your style at home. 

Whether you wear design-
er shoes, sneakers or slippers, 
it’s important to keep foot-
wear organized and off the 
floor when you’re not wearing 
a pair, says Carolyn Musher, 
sales vice president for Cal-
ifornia Closets in New York 
City.

“The shoes you wear say a 
lot about your personal sense 
of style,” she says. “And how 
you store your shoes says a lot 
about your personal sense of 
organization.”  

Organized shoe selections 

don’t hide on the floor or in 
hanging plastic shoe bags 
behind closet doors. One of 
Musher’s most renowned shoe 
shuffles involved Beth Bren-
ner, a New York City-based 
home design publication’s 
chief revenue officer. Bren-
ner’s shoe collection stood out 
and began taking over her pre-
war Manhattan apartment. 

Musher’s solution for 
Brenner’s footwear affair 
was to build a floor-to-near-
ly-ceiling cabinet with built-
in shoe cubbies and an ad-
joining nightstand for the 
corner of her bedroom. This 
custom-built cabinetry was 

Stylish set-up

PHOTO/CALIFORNIA CLOSETS
Shoes are sculptural and are like artwork in the closet. While the cabinetry and color palette in this 
closet is neutral, the shoes create interest, blending good form with easily accessible footwear. SEE CLOSETS | 23

Location: 3400 Holly 
Street, Alexandria, 22305
Neighborhood: 
Potomac West
Price: $ 1,197,000
Square Feet: 3,566 
with an additional 2,014 
sq. ft. basement
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year Built: 1990
Contact: Jessica Richardson 
at (703) 864-3438, jessica@
jessicarichardson.com, www.
jessicarichardson.com

Enjoy your privacy at this beautiful dream home

COURTESY PHOTO
Chef's Kitchen perfect for entertaining family and friends.
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www.ironistic.com

placed between her bed and 
the wall, which meant getting 
rid of the stacks of shoes in 
her bedroom corner. The first 
step to having a shoe closet 
is to clear out the clogs — or 
other shoes — that are no lon-
ger worn, Musher says. 

“Unless you have unlim-
ited space — and no one has 
that — you have to purge 
shoes you no longer wear,” 
she says. “By keeping only 
the shoes you love and wear, 
it makes it easier to move into 
the organizational phase.” 

Personalize  
It’s easy to become head 

over heels for a shoe closet 
when it is built to your shoe 
specifications. Shoes can be 
the eye candy in a closet en 
suite that resembles a person-
al boutique on display.  

“For some, shoes are like 
pieces of wearable art,” Mush-
er says. “After spending a lot 
of money on, say, the red-
soled shoes, why wouldn’t you 
want them displayed in your 
closet when you’re not wear-
ing them?”  

Shoes are accessories that 
can be style showstoppers 
and a closet’s centerpiece. But 
even if you don’t have a large 
walk-in closet with space for 
shoe storage, the most im-
portant thing is to keep foot-
wear off the floor.  

“You don’t want to start 
your day by digging around 
for a pair of shoes that match,” 
Musher says. “The best or-
ganizational plan involves 
making a place for everything 
and keeping everything in its 
place.” 

 
Visualize  

Most-used shoes should be 
placed at eye level, with less-
er-used or out of season shoes 
placed in a closet’s upper shelf 
storage space. 

“Your shoe closet should 
evolve with the seasons,” 
Musher says. “Sandals 

shouldn’t occupy prime closet 
real estate when it’s winter, 
and you’re wearing boots.” 

While shoe closets might 
be more closely associated 
with female footwear, men 
and children are also having 
shelves built for shoes in their 
closets. 

“Being able to choose a 
pair of matching shoes quickly 
is desirable — no matter who 
or how old you are,” Musher 
says. “The key with children’s 
closets is to take stock of shoes 
regularly, because they grow 
out of them quickly.”  

Musher advises moving 
too-small shoes down the 
road by putting them into 
storage for younger siblings 
or by donating them. 

 
Customize  

When it comes to orga-
nizing shoes in your closet, 
group similar styles together, 
whether it’s by color, season 
or heel height. Shoes can be 
placed on shelves, in cubbies 
or stacked in see-through 
containers with lids.  

An organizational sys-
tem that utilizes the boxes 
in which the shoes were pur-
chased can also be imple-
mented, just make sure you 
don’t become lazy with your 
loafers by not putting them in 
the box and back on the shelf. 

Taking a picture of the shoes 
and affixing it to the outside 
of the box makes seeing your 
shoes a snap.  

Musher says while it’s eas-
iest to build a shoe closet from 
the ground up, homeowners 
can also organize footwear 
on a shoestring budget. With 
nearly 80 California Closet lo-
cations throughout the Unit-
ed States, Musher says shoe 
closet costs can start around 
$500 and go up from there, 
depending on size specifica-
tions and finishes.  

Footwear closets should be 
as accessible and comfortable 
as an old shoe, but shouldn’t 
look like one. Higher-end 
closets can have shelving 
units or shoe displays with 
glamorous lighting.  But 
the closet isn’t the only place 
that should be a clutter-free 
zone for shoes. People en-
tering the home — either 
through the front-door foyer 
or side mudroom — should 
have shoe storage that is as 
well-ordered as private shoe 
closets, Musher says.  

“Have a place to stow 
shoes by the door, whether 
it’s under a bench, inside a 
cubby or into a basket,” she 
says. “People entering a home 
shouldn’t be tripping over a 
field of footwear deposited by 
the door.”

PHOTO/CALIFORNIA CLOSETS
Monitor children’s shoe closets regularly. Move too-small shoes into 
storage for younger siblings or donate them.   
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See pictures and f loor plans at  
w w w.partnersinrealestate.com

• Villamay’s ONLY Rambler w/Main Lvl 2-Car Gar. + Full Fin. Bsmt. 
• Brick • Extensive Ext. Hardscape • 3300+ fin. s.f. • 5 BRs • 3 newly 

remodeled Full BAs • Formal LR & DR • European Island Kit.  
• Hrdwds. • Newer Windows • Game Rm/Ofc. • Rec Rm w/Wet Bar & 

raised hearth Fplce. • Cul-de-Sac location

1115 GATEWOOD DRIVE 
Alexandria, VA 22307 - $875,000

1117 GATEWOOD DRIVE 
Alexandria, VA 22307 - $749,999

• Close-in location near GW Parkway • Easy commute to Pentagon, Ft. 
Belvoir, National Airport & Old Town • One level living • Large Rooms  

• Great Floor Plan • Contemporary Styling • 2 Car garage  
• Property SOLD AS IS - needs renovation • Listed BELOW Assessment

Open Sunday, October 1, 1:00 – 4:00 PM

Open Sunday, October 1, 1:00 – 4:00 PM

PARTNERS IN REAL ESTATE

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713 

www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

New Price
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 28

FUSION ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION Fusion Academy 
Alexandria celebrates its first year 
in existence. Stop by to walk around 
campus, view student artwork and 
meet teachers and staff. An RSVP is 
appreciated. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 333 John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-535-3130
 
TWISTED MASTERPIECES 
AUCTION Del Ray Artisans 
continues its 25th anniversary 
celebrations with a special auction 
event called Twisted Masterpieces 
at Port City Brewing Co. The event 
will include a live auction of found 
and rejuvenated furniture and a 
silent auction of original art pieces.  
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Port City Brewing Co., 
3950 Wheeler Ave. 
Information: delrayartisans.org

SEPTEMBER 30

SEAPORT DAY This community 
festival, which will be held between 
noon and 6 p.m., will celebrate 
the mission and programs of the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation and 
will include live music, a wooden 
boat display, nautical activities, 
children’s activities and an 
“Anything that Floats” race. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St. 
Information: www.
alexandriaseaport.org

OCTOBER 3

LECTURE: A SHOPPING 
SPREE, AN AUCTION AND 
A GIFT Through the prism of a 
ledger kept by George William 
Fairfax, historian Adam Erby traces 
the history of Mount Vernon’s 
furnishings from the London 
warerooms of William Gomm and 
Son to the grand, but now lost, 
Virginia plantation of George William 
Fairfax and his wife Sally and finally 
to the principal rooms at Mount 
Vernon. The talk will demonstrate 
that as these furnishings moved 
from place to place through retail 
purchase, auction and gift, they 
served as a powerful means of 
establishing Fairfax, and later 
Washington, as sophisticated 
grandees on the edges of empire.  
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St. 
Information: 703-746-4554

OCTOBER 4

LECTURE: UNEARTHING 

HISTORY What do numbers, maps 
and architectural clues tell us about 
the unwritten history of slavery in an 
urban environment? Learn how to 
answer this question from Dr. Doug 
Sanford, Professor Emeritus from 
the University of Mary Washington’s 
Historic Preservation Department. 
Sanford will share the narrative 
of urban slavery through historic 
documents, surviving buildings and 
how this research can be applied 
to Alexandria. Admission is $12 
per person or $10 for GTMS/FOAA 
members and volunteers. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx 

GARDEN SERIES: EXTENDING 
YOUR GROWING SEASON This 
hands-on class will involve building 
your own season extension structure 
outdoors, then returning to the 
classroom for a lively discussion 
about various season extension 
techniques. No registration is 
required for this free class. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.  
Location: Chinquapin Recreation 
Center, 3210 King St. 
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/NatureCenter

OCTOBER 6 - 8 

MOUNT VERNON FALL WINE 
FESTIVAL Join us Oct. 6 through 
Oct. 8, at the popular Mount Vernon 
Fall Wine Festival. The Jefferson 
Vineyards festival crew will be 
serving a selection of wines. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.  
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: www.mountvernon.org 

OCTOBER 7 

A COMPLICATED HISTORY: EN
SLAVED LABOR AT GADSBY’S 
TAVERN Join this interactive 60-to-
75-minute tour exploring urban 
slavery at Gadsby’s Tavern. Known 
for his work in the early hospitality 
industry, John Gadsby relied on 
the capital, labor and ingenuity of 
enslaved people of African descent 
for his businesses in Alexandria, 
Baltimore and Washington D.C. But 
what does hospitality mean when 
the labor change how we think 
of hospitality? Participants will 
explore how the nuances of urban 
slavery complicate and expand our 
understanding of slavery in America 
through stories, experience and 
archival traces of people enslaved 
by Gadsby. Tickets for the tour cost 
$15 per person.  
Time: 10 a.m. to noon 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. 

Royal St.  
Information: 703-746-4242 
 
ANNUAL ART ON THE AVENUE 
Multicultural arts festival Art on the 
Avenue will takes place on Mount 
Vernon Avenue in Del Ray between 
Bellefonte and Hume avenues. 
The event will include 300 artists, 
crafters, glass makers, unique 
painters, sculptors and fabric 
artists. It will also feature multiple 
food vendors and fall-themed, child-
friendly activities. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue 
Information: www.artontheavenue.
org 

SATURDAY CINEMA AT 
CARLYLE Enjoy a sundown 
showing of Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 
Birds” to get in the Halloween spirit. 
The latest installment of the outdoor 
film festival will take place at 
sundown, which will be around 6:41 
p.m., at John Carlyle Square Park, 
300 John Carlyle Street. Don’t forget 
your lawn chairs and picnic basket.  
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
Location: John Carlyle Square Park, 
300 John Carlyle St. 
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/CarlyleFun 
 
COUTURE FOR A CURE Join 
the Association of Alexandria 
Radiologists at the Couture for A 
Cure fashion show. Take place in 
the event that, over the past three 
years, has raised $38,000 for the 
fund. Admission is complimentary. 
Time: 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Location: Patent Trade Office 
Auditorium, 600 Dulany St. 
Information: https://
alexandriaradiology.com/services/
couture-for-a-cure/ 

OCTOBER 14

LONG BLACK VEIL HAPPY 
HOUR Port City Brewery and 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum honor the 
201st anniversary of the death of 
the “Female Stranger,” who died at 
Gadsby’s Tavern on Oct. 14, 1816. 
Port City will serve its “Long Black 
Veil” craft beer, while visitors enjoy 
a retelling of the tragic fate of the 
stranger. Admission costs $25 per 
person and includes one beer, light 
appetizers, tour and Port City swag.  
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.  
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 
Royal St.  
Information: 703-746-4242

OCTOBER 14 & 15

ANNUAL VIRGINIA WINE 
FESTIVAL The 42nd Annual 
Virginia Wine Festival comes to Old 
Town Alexandria for the first time. 
The event will showcase the best of 

Virginia’s wineries, as well as craft 
exhibitors, seminars and music on 
the Potomac riverfront. The Virginia 
Oyster Pavilion and craft beer 
trucks also await guests. General 
admission includes a tasting glass, 
unlimited wine tasting and access 
to all concessions and musical 
entertainment. VIP passes are also 
available and will include early 
admission, reserve wine tasting and 
a private tent and bathrooms. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m. 
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St. 
Information: www.virginiawinefest.
com

OCTOBER 15

BREAST CANCER WALK 
Participate in the National Breast 
Center Foundation’s second annual 
Walk to Bust Cancer at Fort Hunt 
Park. The 1.2-mile walk will be 
followed by entertainment and 
activities.  
Time: Check-in at 8 a.m.; walk 
begins at 9 a.m. 
Location: Fort Hunt Park 
Information: https://eventbrite.
com/e/walk-to-bust-cancer-
tickets-36496871124

OCTOBER 17

COMMUNITY LODGINGS 
FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST 
Nonprofit Community Lodgings 
hosts its third annual Open Doors 
to Independence fundraising 
breakfast. This event includes a 
complimentary breakfast and an 
opportunity to hear firsthand from 
program participants about the 
impact that CLI’s educational and 
housing programs have had on 
them. The event is free to attend, 
but donations are encouraged.  
Time: Registration at 7:30; 
Breakfast from 8 to 9 a.m. 
Location: First Baptist Church of 
Alexandria, 2932 King St. 
Information: www.
communitylodgings.org 

OCTOBER 19

AN EVENING WITH LOCAL 
BOXER ANTHONY SUGGS 
The Alexandria Black History 
Museum hosts a screening of the 
documentary “Out of the Ring, 
Still in the Fight,” which chronicles 
Alexandria boxer Anthony “Da 
Beast” Suggs’ turbulent journey 
and path to redemption. Following 
the film, fellow city native Michael 
Joyner will participate in a 
discussion with Suggs. Visitors 
will be able to purchase Suggs’ 
autobiography and have copies 
signed by the author. The event is 
free and open to the public.  
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.  
Location: Alexandria Black History 

Museum, 902 Wythe St. 
Information: 703-746-4356

OCTOBER 21

ALEXANDRIA INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL This family-oriented 
festival and event will feature 
entertainment, food, arts and 
crafts, as well as fall favorite 
activities like scarecrow making and 
pumpkin painting.   
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.  
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St. 
Information: 703-746-5592 
 
ANNUAL ART SAFARI Come 
to the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
for Art Safari, an Alexandria family 
tradition for 22 years. Visitors can 
get their hands – and clothes – a 
little dirty with a bevy of interactive 
activities. Resident and visiting 
artists lead young visitors in creative 
projects across a variety of media, 
including clay, paper-mache, fiber 
and printmaking. All activities 
are free and most appropriate 
for children aged 5 to 11. Some 
activities will require parental 
assistance. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St. 
Information: 703-746-4570; http://
torpedofactory.org/event/22nd-
annual-art-safari/

OCTOBER 25

WOMEN & WINE AT IVY HILL 
CEMETERY Volunteer Alexandria 
hosts a Halloween-themed “Women 
& Wine” event in the vault at Ivy Hill 
Cemetery on Oct. 25. This event is 
open to both women and men who 
are 21 years and older, and those 
attending are requested to come in 
costume.  
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Ivy Hill Cemetery, 2823 
King St. 
Information: http://www.
volunteeralexandria.org

OCTOBER 30

POE IN ALEXANDRIA David Keltz 
returns to The Lyceum’s lecture hall 
to recreate Edgar Allan Poe’s visit to 
Virginia in 1849, shortly before his 
death. Individual works performed 
by Keltz vary, but usually include the 
retelling of stories like “The Cask of 
Amontillado,” “The Tell-Tale Heart” 
and well-known poems like “The 
Raven” and “El Dorado.” Admission 
to the event is $15. 
Time: 8 to 9:15 p.m. 
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St. 
Information: 703-746-4994

To be featured in the Alexandria Times weekly calendar in print and online, 
email your event details to events@alextimes.com. 
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76th Annual  
Historic Alexandria Homes Tour
Saturday was a blockbuster day for the Twig’s annual  

historic homes tour. The sky was blue and attendance 
exceeded all expectations. This year all the homes were 

located on North Columbus Street.  Of the eight homes  
featured, six were open to the public for the first time ever. All 
proceeds from the tour benefit the Inova Alexandria Hospital.
Photos by Louise Krafft.

Clockwise from right: A portico leads into the kitchen which was added on to the 
original that was built around 1891.   A detail from an artist’s garden.   A Victorian 
letter drop.   The top of a brick wall in an Old Town garden.   The fireplace was re-
designed to give a contemporary feel using black and white glass blocks. The “fire” 
in the hearth is made from blown glass and lit from below.   The artist-in-residence 
created a bamboo backdrop for the waterlily and koi pond.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

        - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
President Donald Trump’s tweet on July 26 

banning transgender service members from 
serving in the United States military is dis-
criminatory and unpatriotic. As former Vice 
President Joe Biden stated via Twitter, “Every 
patriotic American who is qualified to serve 
in our military should be able to serve. Full 
stop.” He’s absolutely right. 

Trump’s tweet lacks decency, honor and 
respect for the more than 15,000 transgender 
troops that serve in the United States mili-
tary. Every day, they put their lives on the line 
for their country. The statement by the Com-
mander-in-Chief makes these service mem-
bers targets by potentially endangering their 
lives, and the statement does further harm by 
undermining our military readiness. They de-
serve better. We deserve better. 

Ironically, Trump’s tweets came on the 
69th anniversary of the executive order is-
sued by President Harry Truman that deseg-
regated the military. Over the objections of 
many white officers, Truman signed Execu-
tive Order 9981 on July 26, 1948, which stated, 
“It is hereby declared to be the policy of the 

President that there shall be equality of treat-
ment and opportunity for all persons in the 
armed services without regard to race, color, 
religion, or national origin.” Truman’s order 
began a decades-long, and still imperfect, ef-
fort by the military to turn itself into one of 
the most integrated institutions in our soci-
ety. In the 1990s, the argument shifted to the 
role of women in the military and continues 
to this day. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain (R) said it best 
when he noted, “We should all be guided by 
the principle that any American who wants 
to serve our country and is able to meet the 
standards should have the opportunity to do 
so — and should be treated as the patriots 
they are.” 

Whether black, white, Hispanic, Native 
American or Asian, these patriots include 
many LGBTQ+ individuals who proudly and 
bravely serve the United States each and ev-
ery day. An attack on these brave men and 
women is an attack on us all. Let’s not dishon-
or their service.

-Charles A. Sumpter, Jr.,
Safe Space NOVA

Trump’s transgender ban 
is discrimination

A conflict of interest is defined as a situation where a 
person is positioned to derive personal benefit from ac-
tions or decisions made in their official capacity. Conflicts 
of interest can be subjective, but like pornography, most 
people know it when they see it. 

In Alexandria, an elected official is not precluded from 
voting on a topic of importance to a major donor. Many in 
the community view this as a conflict of interest. This sit-
uation occasionally arises and our officials usually – but 
not always – state they received a donation. Only once in 
our recall has an official actually recused themselves af-
ter receiving a contribution: in June 2015, when then Vice 
Mayor Allison Silberberg recused herself from a vote after 
receiving a $100 campaign donation. 

Conflict of interest situations also arise on Alexan-
dria’s commissions and boards, both permanent and ad 
hoc. An example of this is the Parking Standards for New 
Development Projects Task Force. This group is meeting 
to consider changes to Alexandria’s parking requirements 
for developers – and its members include two developers, 
a development attorney and a development association 
representative.

At this group’s most recent meeting last week, one of 
the developers actually stated that parking is one of the 
most expensive things he has to provide. And he’s tasked 
with making recommendations on how much to reduce 
parking requirements. 

We view this as a blatant conflict of interest. 
A person who stands to obviously gain financially, or 

whose clients will reap financial savings, should not be on 
a task force dealing with an issue. That seems so obvious 
as to go without saying.  

We don’t believe there was any nefarious intent with 
this task force. The four members in question have do-
nated many hours of their time to this group, which has 
been meeting monthly throughout the year. All seem to 
be intelligent, well-meaning people. But they should never 
have been appointed to this task force.

Erroneous processes appear to be at fault. There are 
several problems that we can identify:

First, with ad hoc task forces, there’s obviously a temp-
tation for City Manager Mark Jinks to stack the deck with 
people who will support a desired outcome. City staff who 
are working with this group endorse significant reduc-
tions to parking requirements – and the group’s composi-
tion ensures that these recommendations will go forward. 

Additionally, in the online application process for city 
residents to serve on commissions and boards, there is no 
mention of the ethics requirements that were passed by 
council last year. Applicants are provided links to require-
ments that they attend 75 percent of meetings, and anoth-
er to a 1983 financial disclosure rule, but not to the 2016 
code of ethics and conduct.

Here’s what that code, in part, says:

It’s time for an  
Alexandria ombudsman

SEE OUR VIEW | 29
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Lately, our television screens have 
been filled with scenes of hurricanes 
and earthquakes, and people strug-
gling to recover their lives – and busi-
nesses. For those devas-
tated businesses, survival 
statistics are especially 
grim. FEMA estimates 40 
percent of businesses do 
not reopen after a disaster, 
and of those that do re-
open, 25 percent fail within 
one year.

Tragic events dramat-
ically teach us how much 
of our daily routines are dependent on 
infrastructure that we take for grant-
ed. We expect to reach colleagues, 
customers and our support network by 
email or phone. We count on accessing 
critical financial or operational records 
electronically or in our file cabinets. A 
variety of calamities can make those 
inaccessible – temporarily or per-
manently. These include hurricanes, 
earthquakes, tornados, floods, severe 
storms, fires, pandemics, power out-
ages, demonstrations, terrorism and 
cyber-attacks.

The aftermath of catastrophes is al-
ways chaotic. Larger corporations ded-
icate staff to emergency planning and 
have established backup procedures, 
but small businesses tend to procras-
tinate such pre-planning, and often 
flounder through the recovery process. 
Even when federal, state and local re-
sources are made available, it’s often 
not obvious when and how to access 
them.  

Since hurricane images are fresh on 
our minds and September is National 
Preparedness Month, this an ideal time 
to pause for a moment to think about 
the most critical aspects of your busi-
ness and the many ways they could be 
disrupted. With those contemplations, 
you can then plot a few basic prepared-
ness steps. Here are some basics:

Check your insurance to see what 
coverage you have. Is it adequate? Do 
you have flood and business interrup-
tion coverage?

Establish a communications plan 
for alternate ways to reach employees, 
customers and your support system. 
This might necessitate keeping key 

lists and records offsite.
Have offsite backup for 

your digital files. This can 
include a full copy of your 
encrypted data on an ex-
ternal hard drive taken off-
site, and/or using a cloud 
storage backup service. 
Note that offsite storage of 
data, lists and records must 
be routinely updated.

Prepare a handy, waterproof and 
fireproof survival kit that includes 
cash, nonperishable food, water, first 
aid, sanitation, flashlight and battery 
supplies. Retailers and restaurateurs 
might add a manual credit card ma-
chine, credit card slips and instructions 
on what to do in case of an outage. If 
you have perishable items, consider a 
generator for refrigeration. 

Make sure all of these contingency 
efforts are periodically explained to all 
staff.

Most emergency preparedness rec-
ommendations are too cumbersome 
for small businesses to realistically 
undertake. SBA has more succinct 
guidelines and checklists at SBA.gov/
prepare. 

Alexandria Small Business Devel-
opment Center staff interacted with 
SBA and FEMA following the disaster 
declarations for both 9/11 and Hur-
ricane Isabel. Most of the resulting 
disaster loans approved throughout 
Northern Virginia followed the Alex-
andria center’s direct involvement. We 
pray there’s never another occasion to 
use that expertise, but local businesses 
should note Alexandria SBDC as their 
go-to contact in dire circumstances.

Preparedness efforts aren’t easy to 
prioritize, but they can predetermine 
business survival. 

The writer is the executive direc-
tor of the Alexandria Small Busi-

ness Development Center.

What precautions are you  
taking for the next catastrophe?

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

BILL REAGAN

To the editor:
As two of the many vocal op-

ponents of the proposed Old Town 
business improvement district, 
we applaud the decision by City 
Manager Mark Jinks to not press 
forward on the issue.  While it is 
tempting to celebrate that we suc-
cessfully fought city hall, there are 
serious issues still facing the city. 
The BID process uncovered these 
issues and demonstrated a failure 
by the city government to listen to 
its residents and stakeholders.

While there was real tension be-
tween advocates and opponents of 
the BID, both sides voiced import-
ant critiques of the city. In fact, the 
BID advocates, not us, said city staff 
were unable to support businesses, 
unable to adapt policies in a timely 
manner, unable to maintain exist-
ing city services and incapable of 
managing the waterfront. We were 
puzzled that this significant indict-
ment of city management was not 
viewed as controversial. The city 
needs to answer these critiques 
that came from BID advocates. 

Indeed, the city should use this 
BID failure to honestly re-exam-
ine its worldview. This would im-
prove the residential and business 
climate in our city.  For example, 
nearly every business and resident 
in Old Town cites the lack of park-
ing as a concern that affects them 
negatively. Yet the city repeatedly 
dismisses these concerns.  

It is baffling that the city gov-
ernment can have a wildly different 
view than the residents and busi-
nesses of Alexandria. Why does 
city council not see this as an issue 
when every other person in Alex-
andria does? 

The constant piling of city-con-
trolled taxes and fees on business-
es in addition to a confusing and 
slow permitting process negative-
ly impacts every business. One BID 
advocate boasted that after clos-
ing his storefront, he now is hired 
as a consultant to navigate the city 
bureaucracy. Good for him, but 
shame on the city for having such 
a process.  

Now, let’s be clear, we both have 
interacted multiple times with city 
employees and can point to terrific 
examples of help and profession-
alism. Our critique is of the lead-
ership and policy processes of the 
city that continually ignore the 
concerns of the community.  These 
are fundamental concerns that a 
BID cannot solve.  

Top-down instructions on a 
BID to the myriad of variations in 
the 22314 zip code – which include 
high-end restaurants, ice cream 
shops, retailers and office tenants 
— was destined to end badly.  The 
business community has many 
views on solutions.  The reality is 
that the city doesn’t even bother to 
try to engage with businesses.  

In fact, here is a great example. 
The council BID vote was in June. 
Despite multiple statements by BID 
opponents offering constructive 
criticism and despite council mem-
bers pointing out they had received 
more constructive comments from 
opponents than proponents, not 
once, not ever did city staff reach out 
to the opponents during the entire 
summer to garner our suggestions.  
They didn’t care about opposing 
views. They were not interested in 
engaging any business other than 
those they continually engage with. 
That alone is a pretty clear and sad 
message from our city government.

Now after all this, we read with 
concern that Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson still wants an Old Town BID 
tax. His repeated advocacy for the 
BID tax, which is anti-business, is 
a baffling and troubling statement 
on the top-down approach of our 
city government.  What purpose 
does it serve to continue to fight for 
a BID tax that the majority of busi-
nesses have clearly demonstrated 
that they don’t want? We would all 
be better served to work together as 
a community to solve today’s chal-
lenges rather than shouldering the 
burden on one class of taxpayers.  

-Dan Hazelwood,
Owner, Targeted Creative

-Kim Putens,
Owner, Bloomers

City’s top-down BID 
approach doesn’t work
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This Week 
What impact do you think Asana Partners’ 
purchase of 20 properties in Old Town will 
have?
A. Positive. 
B. Negative. 
C. I’m not sure.

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Do you think the addition of a new West End 
school at 1701 N. Beauregard St. will solve 
ACPS’ overcrowding issue?
Yes: 28%
No: 57%
I’m not sure: 15%

When the American Civil 
War broke out in Alexandria 
in May 1861, many expected 
that the conflict would be 
short-lived, lasting only a few 
weeks or months at the most.  
But after the first year, reali-
ty set in and a prolonged con-
flict appeared inevitable.  

As an occupied Southern 
city, used as a command and 
control center for the Union 
Army, Alexandria’s strategic 
location, port and rail infra-
structure was a prime stag-
ing area for the movement of 
troops, supplies and equip-
ment between the opposing 
armies. As the war dragged 
on, it soon became necessary 
to provide a major facility for 
temporarily housing mili-
tary personnel moving to the 
front lines further south, and 
the recuperation of men re-
turning from those same ar-
eas after months of exhaus-
tive service.

In 1862, Union authori-
ties conscripted a large ware-
house at Duke and Union 
Streets for a “rest and re-
treat,” but a year later built 
a huge facility further west 
providing state-of-the-art 
amenities. Known as the “Sol-
diers Rest,” the compound 
was on the south side of Duke 
Street, and stretched over a 

two-block area between Fay-
ette and West Streets, imme-
diately adjacent to the tracks 
of the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad. 

The site was documented 
in this detailed 1864 litho-
graph, produced by master 
lithographer Charles Mag-
nus who also chronicled the 

city in his famous “Bird’s Eye 
View of Alexandria.” An en-
larged version of this is the 
backdrop for the city council 
chambers at city hall.  Mag-
nus’ remarkable attention to 
detail is instructive in this 
rendering, and instills in the 
viewer the sense of purpose 
and commitment in creating 

such a facility.
The Soldiers Rest complex 

was fully enclosed by a high 
fence, and accessed by four 
ornate wooden gates, two at 
the Duke Street corners, and 
two at the southeast rail-
way corner, each topped by a  

Soldiers Rest compound 
formed a small Civil War city

IMAGE/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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  25th Annual Parade of Homes Oct. 5-8 
     New Homes from  
Corolla to Manteo,NC 

      Tickets $10.  
      Good all 4 Days 

  Online Preview: www.obhomebuilders.org 

The George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial 
101 Callahan Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22301

Wednesday, October 18, 2017
6pm-9pm

To purchase tickets please visit:         
www.alexchamber.com

Bill Blackburn
2017 Business Leader of the Year

Presenting Sponsor

is a muscle and it tires out 
… So you really have to fo-
cus much more just taking 
care of it. Getting sleep and 
drinking tons of water and 
eating healthy. But with a 
kid you’re super sick a lot. 
Because kids get sick and 
we get sick. So it’s definite-
ly more emphasis on trying 
to hold onto our voices and 
keep them healthy. 

What were the origins of 
the Indigo Girls?
[Amy and I] met in elemen-
tary school … And we end-
ed up going to the same 
high school. We joined the 
chorus, and that’s when we 
became really good friends. 
And we both played guitar, 
so we had that in common. 
So we just got together and 
started learning songs to-
gether … So we got our fake 
ID’s and, with the blessing 

of our parents, we started 
playing shows. And then it 
honestly, organically de-
veloped into a career and, 
when the timing was right, 
we were signed by a major 
record label in 1988 and had 
some good success out of 
the box, with a lot of help 
from groups like R.E.M.

How have you kept your 

music and performances 
so fresh after performing 
for 30 years with Amy?
We take time off from each 
other, so we’re not tired of 
each other. We make a fresh 
set list every night. So we 
don’t play songs we don’t 
want to. We don’t stay out 
on the road too long. We 
love each other’s music. 
And we always bring out re-
ally cool opening bands and 
they sing with us on ‘Closer 
to Fine’ or other things, so 
there’s always fresh hap-
pening.

We’re a family … We 
don’t call each other up and 
chat but of course we love 
each other and each other’s 
partners and kids and fam-
ilies. Our families grew up 
together and experienced 
all our milestones together. 
So we’re intricately tied to-
gether.

- ddunbar@
alextimes.com

SALIERS FROM | 21

“…appointed officials 
will: 3) Not act on a matter 
in which a conflict of inter-
est exists, and be diligent in 
avoiding even the appear-
ance of a conflict of interest 
…”

The ethics pledge adds 
that appointed officials shall 

take “no action that will re-
sult in or create the appear-
ance of personal gain or 
conflict of interest.”

What we have in Alexan-
dria is a lack of oversight on 
ethics matters, as our just-
passed ethics code is not 
being adhered to. Which 
brings us back to an idea 
that was presented by City 

Councilor John Chapman 
last year, and raised again 
on these pages by Townsend 
Van Fleet two weeks ago: we 
need an ombudsman in Al-
exandria.

Only a person who is im-
mune to the politics of coun-
cil or the wishes of the city 
manager can ensure compli-
ance with our ethics code.

OUR VIEW FROM | 26

large gilded eagle. The rail-
way entrances were protect-
ed by a small guard house 
adjacent with a small Parade 
Ground that featured a stage 
for reviewing mustering 
troops. 

The largest building on 
the site was the dormito-
ry building, which provided 
heated lodging space for hun-
dreds of soldiers, surrounded 
by a large open verandah. In 
the center was a large dining 
hall, accessed from the dor-

mitory by two covered walk-
ways, with a huge kitchen on 
its west side. All three build-
ings featured high clerestory 
windows to enhance natural 
light and ventilation. 

Store houses for meats, 
vegetables and grains were 
placed just off the kitchen 
wing. North of the dining hall 
and kitchen was a large grass 
oval with a tall American flag 
at its center, and to the west 
a guard quarters for those 
stationed at the site. Fur-
ther west, along what would 
have been Payne Street, were 

sanitary facilities including 
a wash house, water closets 
and a wood working shop. 
The block between Payne and 
West Streets was occupied by 
a tented campground.

From May 28 to Oct. 4, 
1864, the Soldiers Rest was 
further transformed into a 
hospital. By 1866, a year after 
the war ended, the buildings 
and resources of the site were 
auctioned off.

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

ATTIC FROM | 28

PHOTO/JEREMY COWART

To place an advertisement, call sales at 703-739-0001
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Weekly Words

40. Brendan of mummy films
41. Stereotypical weather feature of 

London
43. Gangster’s pistol in slang
44. Undeniable truths
46. “Working Girl” star Griffith
47. Tiny skin hole
48. Lazy lecturers
49. Revolutionary socialist anthem that 

holds “Annie lie rot ant”
50. Original settler
51. Caveat ___ (buyer beware)
52. Credos and other such beliefs
53. More like a baby or puppy
54. Heavenly places in deserts
57. Lord of literature and poetry
59. Alarm clocks and roosters
61. The caption next to “After”
62. Highest Alp
63. Light and open to a breeze
71. Did the light thing?
72. Offerings in fine restaurants
73. Camelot lady
74. Good thing to break on a golf course

75. Stop working or playing
77. Does darn good?
78. State of infuriation
80. Written agreement between two or 

more parties
82. Chooses
83. TLC word
84. Not fitting
85. New parents and finger-pointers
86. Feature of a well-thrown football
87. Spelling of “Beverly Hills 90210”
88. Fast, long-eared bounders
90. One involved in idle chatter
91. Mighty horses
94. Gals of mob goons
95. Submarine detector
98. Like some dorms
99. Things bookies set
100. Way to the top of a snowy hill
101. The Destroyer, in Hinduism
104. Type of therapy for a sore knee
105. Small digit
106. Did some snacking
108. Prefix for night or week

SCRAMBLE MANIA - PART 1 By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Be a substitute
8. Be a loud obnoxious actor
13. Zippy Italian sports cars, briefly
18. First lights
19. “Along came a ___, and sat ...”
20. Opposite of fancy
22. De-lump ahead of time, as flour
23. Safety devices that holds “me credit 
notes”
25. Sound a weasel makes?
26. Simple crane device
28. Trapper John’s show
29. They contain several wks.
30. Epic poetry form
32. Spirits and bodies go-with
33. Any two of a kind
35. Happening now as opposed to 
recorded
36. Office fillers
38. Old-school “well, I’ll be”
39. Delivery establishments that hold 
“cope sos tiff”
42. Encircled in a military maneuver
44. Like testimony that leads to trouble
45. CD-___
46. Half guy, half fish
47. ___-Davis of pharmaceutical stuff
48. Instrument associated with Scotland
52. One way to see if something works
53. Some very noisy birds that holds 
“ask coco to”
55. Takeaway game with matches
56. “What ___ can I say?”
57. Legendary actor Lancaster
58. 100 square meters
59. Straddling

60. Spread-on hair removal brand
61. Computer storage units
62. Less decent
64. Thing often paid on the first of the 
month
65. One of Eve’s grandsons
66. Homophone of air rarely used today
67. Does more than exaggerates
68. Cookie that may be stacked
69. No. 50 in the 103-Across
70. Old-style “formally rejects” that holds 
“safer rows”
74. One making cuts at the home 
branch?
76. Time in court
79. Male horse and female donkey 
offspring
80. Salad type
81. Make an inaccurate decision
82. Barrier or boom type
83. Body-shaping garment
84. Lacking sugar that holds “teens we 
dune”
88. Solo in a film series
89. Game show prizes, sometimes
92. Piles of fabric?
93. Rousing cheers around a bullring
94. Gas station stores
96. Something you can do in Excel
97. “___ my brother’s keeper?”
98. Reactor part
100. They receive 93-Across
102. Scot’s negative reply
103. Classroom chart that contains 
“poetic lair bed”
107. Bring to life in celluloid
109. Outlined

110. Sums
111. Was a nitpicker
112. Vehicles that don’t go uphill
113. Supposed tea-leaf readers
114. Some Wall Street workers
 
DOWN
1. Performed like Kendrick Lamar
2. Land on one side of the Urals
3. Opinions formed beforehand that hold 

“snips sos repose”
4. ___ Altos, Calif.
5. Like dusty, dry land
6. Small informal eateries
7. Certain female hormone
8. Long, spectacular films
9. Coat that signifies wealth
10. Poem form
11. Williams the slugger
12. Recluse that keeps the faith?
13. Pub draft choices
14. Scottish lake
15. ___ Tuesday (Mardi Gras)
16. Type of energy
17. ___ Tuesday (Ash Wednesday 

preceder)
19. Photographer’s suggestion
21. Features of Mississippi
24. Tropical starchy root
27. Lamented and regretted
31. Issue avoiders
33. Bohemian dance
34. Valuable thing on a ledger
35. Walk as if lame
37. Interstate rumbler
39. Stop driving

DEATH NOTICES
JOHN BAUSERMAN, SR. (75), of Alexandria,  
August 24, 2017
SUSAN “SUE” BLAKE (86), of Alexandria, 
September 5, 2017
GLORIA BURKE (86), of Alexandria,  
September 23, 2017
JOHN BYINGTON, of Alexandria,  
September 15, 2017
ALFRED CARTER, of Alexandria,  
September 13, 2017
NORMA GREENE, formerly of Alexandria, 
September 18, 2017
MARGUERITE HARRIS, of Alexandria,  
September 9, 2017
EMELIA “EMILY” RUFFING, of Alexandria, 
September 13, 2017
RUTH SITZER (95), of Alexandria,  
September 8, 2017
RAYMOND L. SMITH, of Alexandria,  
September 18, 2017
PETER STRAUB (79), of Alexandria,  
September 22, 2017
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY 

DISSOLUTION OF A  
CORPORATION

Notice is given that Articles of 
Dissolution to dissolve Wright to 
Read, Inc., a Virginia nonstock 
corporation, have been filed with 
the State Corporation Commis-
sion of Virginia in accordance 
with the Virginia Non-Stock 
Corporation Act.  Wright to 
Read, Inc. requests that persons 
with claims against it present 
their claims by mailing notice of 
such claims to Wright to Read c/o 
Jeremy Compton, Mendelson & 
Mendelson, 12505 Park Potomac 
Avenue Suite 250, Potomac, MD 
20854-6805. Written notice of 
claims must include the follow-
ing:  the nature and basis for the 
claim in detail, the dollar amount 
of the claim, the address and 
telephone number of a contact 
claimant, or, if the claimant is an 
entity, the name and title of the 
appropriate contact person.  No-
tice is given that any claim will 
be barred unless a proceeding to 
enforce the claim is commenced 
prior to the earlier of the expira-
tion of any applicable statute of 
limitations or three years after 
the date of publication of this 
notice.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative re-
view and approval.

For information about this appli-
cation or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandri-
ava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2017-0095 
200 Commerce Street– Current & 
Proposed Business: Ice House
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate a 
restaurant and outdoor seating; 
zoned CG/Commercial General 
Zone
APPLICANT: Markos Panas
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims – 
madeleine.sims@alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zon-

ing.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zon-
ing staff at 703.746.4666 or email 
the planner listed no later than 
October 19, 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH  
OF VIRGINIA

MARINE RESOURCES  
COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that The 
Lane Construction Corporation  
requested authorization from 
the Virginia Marine Resourc-
es Commission to install four 
4-inch diameter conduits and a 
sound barrier structure, above a 
53-foot wide section of Four Mile 
Run and suspended beneath the 
Interstate 395 bridge crossing 
of Four Mile Run in the City of 
Alexandria.  The project is associ-
ated with the I-395 Express Lanes 
Design-Build Project.

Send comments/inquiries within 
15 days to:  Marine Resources 
Commission, Habitat Manage-
ment Division, 2600 Washington 
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport 
News, Virginia 23607.

ASSISTED GROUP HOME
ROOM AVAILABLE IN PRIVATE 
six bedroom home. Modern 
amenities and pool. Family en-
vironment with live-in caretaker 
for assistance with meals and 
daily living. For information and 
a tour call Mylene Frances and 
Linda Rahming. 703.836.0679

EDUCATION 
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING – Get FAA certification to 

fix planes. Approved for military 
benefits. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 877-204-4130

HELP WANTED
CAFÉ OPERATOR/COOK WANT-
ED in Old Town office complex. 
Excellent working conditions. 
Hours 8AM to 3PM. Contact: 
202-737-1177

EARN $500 A DAY – Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS!  $45,000-
$60,000 1st Year! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans 
in Demand! Richmond/Fred-
ericksburg 877-CDS-4CDL; 
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

BROWN TRUCKING is looking 
for COMPANY DRIVERS and 
OWNER OPERATORS. Brown 
requires: CDL-A, 2 years of 
tractor trailer experience OTR 
or Regional (Multiple states) in 
the last 3 years, good MVR and 
PSP. Apply www.driveforbrown.
com. Contact Brandon Collins 
919-291-7416.

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

WANTED  TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTI-
FIED BUYER will PICK UP and 
PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans.  (312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

BURIAL PLOTS
TWO SIDE BY SIDE CEME-
TERY PLOTS for sale in Mount 
Comfort Cemetery in Alexadria, 
VA. Lot # 192 in Queen Anne 

Garden. Plots: 2,3.  Selling 
individually at 1,800 or both for 
$3,500. Please email Joanne at:  
giffjoanne@gmail.com

TWO CEMETERY PLOTS AT 
MOUNT COMFORT CEMETERY 
in Alexandria, VA.  Selling both 
for $3995.00.  Please call 
540.406.2966.

Classifieds

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Fairfax County

Dollar General Store 19314

Dolgencorp, LLC

22309

Lawrence J. Gatta, Manager of LLC

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Alexandria

8734 Richmond Hwy

ABC NOTICE

Dry/HVAC Controlled,  
Indoor Storage Space
Local Del Ray Location

Available Immediately for  
Long/Short Term Lease.
Bulk Open Space (2,000 S.F.)

Individual Locker Units (100 S.F. Each)  
Can be Combined Climate 

Controlled, Lighted, 24/7 Access,  
w/Wide Entry Door and Aisles.

WRG PROPERTIES      301-365-7022  

Storage Space Available!

NCAL#8177 • VAF#359 For more info visit:Listing Agent: ChuCk nAnCe • nC LiCense #218972

BANKRUPTCY AUCTION

1> 821 Shannon St., Elizabeth City, NC 27909 • 3,450 SF Lot

2> Lots 34 & 35, Deerview Dr., Hertford, NC 27944 • 42,000 SF

3> 2004 29’ Fever Fountain Boat and Trailer • 500HP - 74 + MPH w/100 orig. hrs
Auction Held at Auctioneer’s Office: 1195 Lance Road, Norfolk VA 23502

TUES. SEPT 26th @ 12:30pm
2 Separate Parcels of Buildable Lots & 2004 29’ Fountain Fever Boat & Trailer

Ordered Sold at Absolute Public Auction by Trustee • Case #16-13654-A-7
Auction will be held live in Norfolk and simulcast over the internet for remote bidders

VAHomeKleAn
vahomeklean.net
(571) 446-0708

Eco-friendly products available by request
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lauren Bishop to see what’s happening  
in YOUR neighborhood.

316 S Lee Street
Alexandria, VA 22314 

$1,050,000
Meticulously maintained c.1830 home with 
original hardwood floors, 3 gas fireplaces, and 
a family room addition leading to a private 
garden oasis with built-in grill. Abundant 
storage and upper-level laundry.

FOR SALE
1702 Mason Hill Drive
Alexandria, VA 22307 

$853,000
Stunning renovation of the entire house! 
Beautiful open concept kitchen with white 
cabinets, marble counters, stainless steel 
appliances and separate pantry. Main level 
bedroom with full bath. Move-in Ready!

UNDER CONTRACT

415 E Timber Branch Parkway 
Alexandria, VA 22302 

$1,675,000
Stunning six-bedroom home located on a 
uniquely private lot surrounded by trees and 
lush plantings. Sunroom, formal dining room 
and eat-in kitchen all access the beautiful 
slate patio.

FOR SALE
114 Quay Street

Alexandria, VA 22314 
$1,395,000

Renovated townhome with river views from 
the doorstep! Gourmet kitchen opens to 
dining area. Living room with fireplace and 
French doors to fabulous patio and garden 
with built-in grill area.

FOR SALE
322 Third Street

Alexandria, VA 22314 
$1,150,000 or $5,400/mo.

Luxury finishes throughout this three-
bedroom townhouse with abundant natural 
light, high ceilings and spectacular views of 
the river and U.S. Capitol. Hardwood floors on 
all levels. Garage parking for two cars.

FOR SALE or RENT

Lauren Bishop…Going Above and Beyond  
to Find your Next Home


