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Continuity, caring and 
traditions help forge 
lasting bonds
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Stepping through the 
front doors of St. Paul’s Nurs-
ery and Day School, it’s hard 

not to be transported back 
to childhood. The smell of 
wet paint, the reverberation 
of three-years-olds traipsing 
through the halls and the 
sound of teachers pouring 

St. Paul’s Nursery and 
Day School turns 70

SEE ST PAUL’S | 14

ACPS chooses not to proceed with 
new West End School principal

Historic church becomes cen-
ter of maelstrom after decision
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Christ Church’s decision to relo-
cate plaques honoring two of its most 
famous members, George Washington 
and Robert E. Lee, from its worship 
space no later than summer 2018 went 
viral over the weekend, earning head-
lines of varying tones from the Wash-
ington Post, Washington Times, CNN, 
National Review and a variety of blogs 

and websites.   
The historic Episcopal church, lo-

cated prominently on Old Town’s main 
corridor, announced the decision in an 
email to congregation members on Oct. 
26 after members of its vestry voted 
unanimously to relocate the plaques. 
The church began considering the is-
sue in the summer; seven listening 
sessions and many one-on-one conver-
sations with parishioners were held in 

Christ Church to remove Washington, Lee plaques

SEE WASHINGTON | 9

PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
Kings, cowboys and princesses from St. Paul’s school paraded 
around the block Tuesday for their annual Halloween parade.

Search reopened after 
allegations of miscon-
duct surface against 
John B. Murphy
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS AND 

MISSY SCHROTT

Just a week after John 
B. Murphy was appointed 
principal of the West End 
Elementary School at 1701 
N. Beauregard St., Alexan-
dria City Public Schools an-
nounced they will not move 
forward due to new infor-
mation. Multiple news sto-
ries reveal Murphy has been 
accused of misconduct to-

ward students, teachers and 
faculty at multiple schools 
in different states. 

Although ACPS did not 
reveal details of Murphy’s 
behavior in their statement, 
articles from multiple New 
York news outlets, including 
the New York Post, the New 
York Daily News and Black 
Star News, reveal Murphy 
was accused of a long list 
of wrongdoings. He was al-
leged to have abused stu-
dents and teachers at a New 
York City public school, New 
Preparatory Middle School 8 
in South Jamaica Queens, a 

position he held from 2005 
until resigning in 2009. 

Before his position at MS 
8, he was forced to resign as 
principal of Danbury High 
School in Connecticut after 
less than six months in 2004, 
the News-Times of Danbury, 
Connecticut reported. The 
News-Times also reported 
158 teachers signed a letter 
of concern about his leader-
ship at the time.

An employee of MS 8 
in Queens told Black Star 
News that Murphy abused 

SEE WEST END | 6

Christ Church 
is a longtime 
institution in Old 
Town, dating back 
to 1773. George 
Washington is 
among its most 
famous members, 
having bought a 
pew there. He at-
tended the church 
for many years.

PHOTO/ALEXA 
EPITROPOULOS
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Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

West Lewinsville Heights – Come see 
this charming, open, home near McLean 
HS. Updated kitchen & baths, Elfa closets, 
hardwood floors. Large family room, 
basement w/rec room & additional 
bedroom. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths.

The Palisades - Open-concept living 
area, kitchen w/plenty of cabinetry, 
counter space & breakfast room 
adjoins family room. Home office w/
separate entry. Walk-out lower level 
suite. 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,325,000     MCLEAN $819,900    

SE Quadrant - Yates Garden townhouse 
loaded with light and a fabulous backyard 
for pets, dining, or entertainment. newly 
painted & updated. Cozy wood-burning 
fireplace & wood floors. Fully finished 
basement. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

ALEXANDRIA $775,000

Georgetown –  
Federal style 
home with 
classic charm and 
luxury finishings. 
Courtyard entry, 
gorgeous wood 
floors, designer 
kitchen, claw 
and ball tub, and a delightful rear patio.  
Located in the heart of everything!   
4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

Shannon Station - End unit with new cabinets, 

tile, quartz counters and SS appliances! New 

HVAC and recently updated baths. Beautiful 

hardwood on the main level, large backyard 

with deck. Walk to nearby pool, playground 

and Basketball courts. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,750,000   

The Carlyle – Excellent opportunity to own 
a spacious, 1239 sq ft, condo in the trendy 
Columbia Pike corridor. Newer washer/
dryer, wall size windows, and blinds. Perfect 
for the investor or owner who wants built  
in equity! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

SPRINGFIELD $393,700     ALEXANDRIA $299,612  

Riverwood Colonial –  Coveted 
community w/river access bordered by 
Mt Vernon, the Potomac and Washington 
Woods. Complete kitchen renovation with 
custom cabinets, hardwood floors on main 
and upper levels. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $724,900 

Windgate Village - Townhouse in a courtyard 

setting. Renovated Avon model features 

brand new white shaker style kitchen cabinets, 

granite countertops and breakfast bar. 

Hardwoods on the main with wood burning 

fireplace in the LR. 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ARLINGTON $529,900  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Let’s jump-start your retirement planning this fall.  
Find out more in our seminar, Preparing for Retirement.

You’ll learn about the key components of a successful retirement plan, including:

Retirement Accounts and IRAs 
How to manage your investments and generate the income you need during retirement

Social Security 
How to maximize benefits for yourself, your spouse and your children

Estate Planning 
How to designate your beneficiaries properly to ensure that your assets are protected 
and distributed as you want, with no surprises

Attend
for FREE!

Use promo 
code: AT1
Limited to 1st 

100 responses

Alexandria, VA
Monday, November 13 | 7 p.m.

$15/individual • $25/couple

Visit EdelmanFinancial.com/AT1
or call 866-PLAN-EFS (866-752-6337).

Get ahead  
by getting 
started.

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Ric Edelman is an Investment Advisor Representative who offers advisory services through Edelman Financial Services, LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor.  
He is also a Registered Representative and Registered Principal of, and offers securities through, EF Legacy Securities, LLC, an affiliated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.

Ric Edelman
Founder and  

Executive Chairman

EFS-AlexandriaTimes-9_3x5_25.indd   1 10/25/2017   4:34:54 PM

Keith Pettigrew was named 
the new CEO of the Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority on Oct. 27. Pettigrew will 
start the new position on Nov. 13. 

Pettigrew brings more than 
15 years of public housing expe-
rience with him to the role. Most 
recently, he was senior manage-
ment advisor and senior deputy 
director for human resources at 
the District of Columbia Housing 
Authority.  

In addition, he has worked as 
deputy general manager for op-
erations at the Housing Author-
ity of New Orleans, held several 
management positions with the 
D.C. Government and served as 
an expert for housing authori-
ties and community development 
agencies across the county.

“Mr. Pettigrew brings the op-
erational expertise that we were 

seeking in a candidate and we 
are confident that he will serve 
as a great ambassador for ARHA 
throughout the City of Alexan-
dria and beyond,” ARHA Board 
Chairman Daniel Bauman said in 
a press release.

Pettigrew grew up in public 
housing in Washington, D.C. and 
graduated from the D.C. pub-
lic school system. He earned his 
bachelor’s, master’s and law de-
grees all from George Washing-
ton University.

“I have a passion for work-
ing in public housing because it 
provides me with the opportuni-
ty to improve the quality of life 
for people in need and to serve 
as an example to the residents 
that through hard work you can 
achieve your goals and dreams,” 
Pettigrew said in the release.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

New ARHA chief to 
start in mid-November

The Alexandria Film Festival returns 
for its 11th year, bringing more than 50 
film screenings to Alexandria Nov. 9 to 
12. 

All screenings on Nov. 10 are free 
and will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at Beatley Central Library. 
Films on Nov. 11 and 12  will be shown at 
AMC Hoffman Theater 22. Tickets can 
be purchased in advance at Eventbrite.
com for $12, or at the door for $15. Film-
goers are also able to purchase a $50 “all 
fest pass” for the whole weekend in ad-
vance or at the door.

Of the 50 films at this year’s festival, 
20 will be premieres. The festival is also 
featuring two new programs this year 
– the AFF “Family Showcase” and two 
AFF “Salute to Service Members” show-
cases. 

The Family Showcase will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Nov. 11 and 
will feature six family-friendly films 
that are for, by or about a younger au-
dience. 

The Salute to Service Members 
showcases with take place on both Nov. 
11 and 12, in honor of it being Veterans’ 

Day weekend. The program will allow 
all veterans and active service mem-
bers to attend film screenings for free 
with one guest. On Nov. 11, the veter-
an showcase will feature the films “The 
Two Sides Project” by Anthony Istri-
co and “Forgive Don’t Forget” by Brad 
Bennett. On Nov. 12, the showcase film 
is “The Weight of Honor” by Stephanie 
Seldin Howard.

Some of the festival’s other high-
lights include:

-Dylan Fox, a local high school stu-
dent, will present the film, “Save Your 
Future” at the Saturday Family Show-
case.

-The world premiere of the film “Her 
Tango” will feature a question and an-
swer session with director Jason Mullis, 
and a live tango demonstration by the 
film’s star, Dan Istrate.

-One of the festival’s fan favorites, 
the Late Night Showcase, will return 
with noir films selected to cater to ma-
ture audiences.

Tickets are available at AlexFilm-
Fest.com and Eventbrite.com

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Alexandria Film Festival returns



4 |NOVEMBER 2, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

CRIME

107 N. Fayette Street • Old Town Alexandria • www.meggrolls.com

Meggrolls are your favorite dishes
wrapped in a crunchy wonton

(Buffalo Wing, Chicken Parm, Gyro...delish!)

107 N. Fayette Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314
www.meggrolls.com  •  info@meggrolls.com

571.312.0399

Boardwalk Fries • Fresh Slaws
White Beach Chicken Chili

Beer & Wine

Worshipping Christ the King, Sundays at 8:30am and 10am
1801 North Quaker Lane | CTKAlexandria.org

TOP-OF-THE-LINE
Timeless renovations have been made to this 
beautiful townhome. With hardwood flooring 
throughout, the foyer leads to the living and dining 
rooms and ½ bath with 10’ ceilings, moulding, and 
fireplace. Off of the living room is a patio and storage 
closet.  

The eat-in kitchen is exceptional! It features extra 
lighting, extensive cabinetry, stainless steel appliances, 
marble countertops with bull nose and farm sink. 

A deck off of the master bedroom, surrounded by 
trees, offers a tranquil spot.  Both bedrooms feature 
beautifully renovated baths.

Parking conveys! A prime location with TC Williams, 
shopping, vibrant Shirlington, charming Old Town  
and 395 within minutes!

$399,900

Susan Anthony
Life Member, NVAR Top  
Producers Club • 703-795- 9536  
www.susanbruceanthony.com
109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

An Alexandria man was 
convicted on Oct. 25 of set-
ting an apartment building 
on fire by throwing Molotov 
cocktails at it, according to 
a news release from the U.S. 
Attorney from the Eastern 
District of Virginia. 

Josepha Kasai, 23, 
smashed a Molotov cock-
tail at the door of a third 
floor apartment unit, which 
set fire to the doorway and 
trapped nine individuals on 
the third floor, according to 

court records and evidence 
presented at a bench trial. 
Kasai proceeded to throw 
another Molotov cocktail 
at a third floor apartment 
unit, which broke through 
the bedroom window. The 
building was evacuated 
due to the fire. Evidence 
also showed a victim inside 
the third floor apartment 
jumped from his balcony 
and Kasai chased him with 
what appeared to be a knife.

Kasai told law enforce-

ment that he intended to 
kill the victim who jumped 
from the balcony because 
he had previously stolen his 
iPhone.

Kasai was convicted of 
arson and possession of an 
unregistered destructive de-
vice and faces a mandatory 
minimum of five years and 
a maximum of 30 years in 
prison. Sentencing will take 
place on Feb. 9 of next year. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria man sentenced 
for running Ponzi scheme

An Alexandria man was 
sentenced to three years in 
prison for running multi-
ple scams that defrauded 
investors of more than $2.3 
million, according to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office of the 
Eastern District of Virginia.

Gregg Seitz, 50, recruited 
investors to invest in sup-
posed real estate opportu-
nities, according to court 
documents. Seitz told inves-
tors that he and others were 
involved in purchasing, ren-
ovating and reselling blight-
ed real estate for pennies on 

the dollar, telling them that 
their money would be used 
to purchase and flip real es-
tate. Seitz claimed to have 
experience with real estate 
deals and to be earning ma-
jor returns on his money 
from the investments.

Seitz found additional 
investors to loan money to 
finance what he claimed was 
a software company that had 
a contract with the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity.

There were, in actuality, 
no real estate deals or gov-

ernment contracts. Seitz 
used new investor money 
as a way to pay back old in-
vestors, while financing a 
luxury lifestyle, including 
expensive cars, mortgage 
payments on an Alexandria 
townhouse, a wine business, 
extensive international 
travel and high-end retailer 
purchases. 

The court ordered Seitz 
to forfeit $2.3 million and 
pay $2.3 million in restitu-
tion for his victims.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Man convicted of arson for throwing 
Molotov cocktails at apartments



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  NOVEMBER 2, 2017 | 5 

CLASSIC BIANCO
MARBLE
12” X 12”

$199
sq.ft.

LAMINATE
SPRING MAPLE

6MM

29¢

sq.ft.

VALENCIA GRIS
CERAMIC TILE

13” X 22”

49¢

sq.ft.

SAVANNAH WALNUT
CERAMIC TILE

8” X 24”

59¢

sq.ft.

KINGSTON OAK
PORCELAIN TILE

6” X 24”

79¢

sq.ft.

LAMINATE
TIGERWOOD

12MM

89¢

sq.ft.

SMOKED OYSTER
GLASS MOSAIC

12” X 12”

$199
each

BIRCH GINGER HAND SCRAPED
ENGINEERED HARDWOOD

3/8” X 5”

$159
sq.ft.

$139
sq.ft.

GRAY STRANDED BAMBOO
3/8” X 3 3/4”

MATTE WHITE
PORCELAIN MOSAIC

12” X 12”

each
99¢

PRIME HARVEST BLACKENED BROWN
HICKORY SOLID PREFINISHED

3/4” X 2 1/4”

$247
sq.ft.

SOLID PREFINISHED FOREST GLEN
OAK BUTTERSCOTCH

3/4” X 5”

$279
sq.ft.

10AM–2PM FUN INTERACTIVE GAMES
11AM–1PM WASHINGTON REDSKINS APPEARANCES & RAFFLE
    Appearances by Redskins legend Gary Clark & cheerleaders
    Raffl ing off autographed items from Redskins players & coaches
12PM–2PM ROCKLANDS BBQ FOOD TRUCK
   Complimentary for the fi rst 200 customers

NOV

4
SATURDAY

*OFFER APPLIES ONLY TO SINGLE-RECEIPT QUALIFYING PURCHASES. NO INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED ON THE PROMO PURCHASE IF YOU PAY THE PROMO PURCHASE AMOUNT IN FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS. IF YOU DO NOT, INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED ON THE PROMO PURCHASE FROM THE PURCHASE DATE. DEPENDING ON PURCHASE AMOUNT, PROMOTION LENGTH AND PAYMENT 
ALLOCATION, THE REQUIRED MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS MAY OR MAY NOT PAY OFF PURCHASE BY END OF PROMOTIONAL PERIOD. REGULAR ACCOUNT TERMS APPLY TO NON-PROMOTIONAL PURCHASES AND, AFTER PROMOTION ENDS, TO PROMOTIONAL BALANCE. FOR NEW ACCOUNTS: PURCHASE APR IS 29.99%; MINIMUM INTEREST CHARGE IS $2. EXISTING CARDHOLDERS 
SHOULD SEE THEIR CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT FOR THEIR APPLICABLE TERMS. SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. 

**NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. PURCHASE DOES NOT INCREASE CHANCES OF WINNING.  MUST BE LEGAL U.S. RESIDENT LIVING WITHIN 250 MILES OF ALEXANDRIA, VA,  18+ AT TIME OF ENTRY. SEE COMPLETE OFFICIAL RULES AT WWW.FLOORANDDECORRULES.COM/ALEXANDRIADICEROLL FOR DETAILS INCLUDING ELIGIBILITY RESTRICTIONS, PRIZE DESCRIPTIONS AND ARV.  REGISTRATION 
AND GRAND PRIZE EVENT LOCATION: 4607 EISENHOWER AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22304. REGISTRATION PERIOD: 11/4/2017, 12:00PM – 2:00PM.   OPEN ONLY TO FIRST (200) ELIGIBLE CONTESTANTS. IN THE EVENT THAT NO FINALIST COMPLETES GRAND PRIZE WINNING REQUIREMENTS, THE GRAND PRIZE WILL NOT BE AWARDED. ODDS OF WINNING THE GRAND PRIZE ARE 1:46,656.  SPONSOR: FLOOR & 
DECOR, 2233 LAKE PARK DR., SUITE 400, SMYRNA, GA 30080.

fl ooranddecor.com

3/8” X 5”

NOW OPEN IN ALEXANDRIA

FREE DESIGN SERVICES

DEDICATED PRO TEAM

LARGEST IN-STOCK 
SELECTIONALSO OPEN IN GAITHERSBURG & POTOMAC MILLS

4607 EISENHOWER AVE.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22304
Before the Woodrow Wilson Bridge on I-95/495 exit 174
Turn left & we’re on the right across from Restaurant Depot

571-227-9977
7AM - 9PM M-F | 8AM - 9PM Sat | 10AM - 6PM Sun

FUN FOR THE FAMILY
GRAND OPENING TODAY!
4PM–6PM BBQ BUS FOOD TRUCK
   Complimentary for the fi rst 200 customers

NOV

2
THURSDAY

 TOP QUALITY FLOORS. ROCK BOTTOM PRICES.®

ATTEND 12-2PM FOR A CHANCE TO WIN OUR
$1,000,000**

DICE ROLL CHALLENGE

THESE GRAND OPENING SPECIAL BUYS WON’T LAST LONG!

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

ON IN-STORE PURCHASES OF $499 OR MORE WITH YOUR FLOOR AND DECOR CREDIT CARD MADE FROM 11/2/17 TO 12/31/17. INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED TO YOUR 
ACCOUNT FROM THE PURCHASE DATE IF THE PROMOTIONAL PURCHASE IS NOT PAID IN FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

LIMITED TIME FINANCING!
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Minimum deposit to open $25. 
©2017 Burke & Herbert Bank

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Logo Guidlines Blue:  PMS 648 C (PC) 4C:  100c / 62m /    0y / 52k
 Gold:  PMS 457 C (PC) 4C:     6c / 23m / 97y / 26k
Logotype:   CG Futura Maxi Demi   Ampersand: CG Futura Maxi Book    Tagline: Futura Heavy

FOR USE ON COATED STOCK

If using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logo size 2.

Un-
expectedly
different

Zero monthly fees
Zero ATM fees 
nationwide

Un-
expectedly 

free

Visit your neighborhood branch to open a 
Personal Convenient Checking Account today. 

703-684-1655  !  burkeandherbertbank.com 

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
Allow us to introduce you to Madeira’s rigorous academic program, 
learn about our experiential internships, take a campus tour, experience 
our dynamic boarding and day environment and much more . . .

The Madeira School • 8328 Georgetown Pike • McLean, VA 22102

Sunday, November 12 • 1:00 pm
RSVP and learn more 

about our admissions events at:
www.madeira.org/openhouseRanked in Top 25 

Best Boarding Schools 

in the U.S. Ranked in Top 25 

Best Boarding Schools 

in the U.S. 

PRIVATE
HIGH SCHOOL 

in Virginia  1#

the school PA system, staff 
and students. The employee 
said he fired qualified black 
employees from the school’s 
general office. The article 
also said Murphy agitated a 
teacher, which multiple news 
outlets named as Nyasia 
Johnson, to the point of her 
going to the hospital and be-
ing evaluated for headaches, 
shock symptoms and elevated 
blood pressure, according to 
the New York Daily News.

“Teachers at JHS 8 de-
scribed the incident as the 
latest eruption from a prin-

cipal who runs 
the school with 
an iron fist,” 
an article from 
the New York 
Daily News 
reads. The 
n e w s p a p e r 
quoted MS 8 
music teacher 
David Butler 
as saying “’Dr. 
Murphy has 
acted like ‘Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ [Mur-
phy’s] efforts at intimida-
tion and harassment [have] 
caused a number of teachers 
to cry, bang on walls and 

even want to 
quit.’”

The Black 
Star News re-
ported Mur-
phy’s actions 
prompted ma-
jor media at-
tention and a 
rally attend-
ed by parents, 
teachers and 
students who 
carried signs 

reading “‘Teachers against 
tyranny,’ ‘teachers deserve re-
spect,’ ‘Murphy get out of our 
school right now,’ ‘End Mur-
phy’s reign of terror,’ ‘Mur-

phy, where will you be work-
ing next year?,’ and ‘Murphy 
Must Go.’” A staff member 
of the school reported to the 
news outlet that Murphy 
tripped an alarm at 5 a.m. in 
order to avoid the rally.

Interim Superintendent 
Dr. Lois Berlin appointed 
Murphy on Oct. 23. At the 
time, he was described as a 
longtime educator who spent 
the majority of his career in 
New York.

A press release issued on 
Wednesday morning didn’t 
provide specifics on the de-
cision to revoke Murphy’s ap-
pointment, however.

“Unfortunately, informa-
tion has come to light that 
has led to the decision by 
ACPS not to proceed with the 
appointment of the West End 
Elementary School principal 
made last week. This infor-
mation concerned disagree-
ments that took place a num-
ber of years ago. These were 
reported at the time but were 
not brought to the attention 
of ACPS until this week,” Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
said in a Wednesday state-
ment. “In light of that in-
formation, ACPS concluded 
that it was best to move in a 
different direction. We want 
to assure you that this was 
a difficult decision that was 
made in the best interest of 
the school division.”

It’s not clear how Mur-
phy’s appointment was able 
to get through ACPS’ vetting 
process. The school district 
said the vetting process was 
thorough and included a full 
internet search of any candi-
date.

“ACPS completes a full 
background check on any 
potential future employee. 
When this check was origi-
nally completed, the issues 
concerning reports of past 
disagreements were not im-
mediately discovered. This 
may have been due to the 
fact that they took place sev-
eral years ago,” said an ACPS 
spokesperson. “When this 
information was brought to 

our attention, we acted on it 
immediately. ACPS is looking 
at our internal process to see 
if there is anything we need to 
review.”

An Alexandria City Public 
Schools news release stated 
Murphy founded and opened 
new schools throughout his 
career, including an elemen-
tary school, a middle school 
and two high schools in New 
York, as well as a residential 
school that served students 
with special needs in the 
Bronx, New York and an acad-
emy in Brooklyn, New York 
that served students in pov-
erty. The news release stated 
he also founded an interna-
tional secondary school and 
an online school in China.

Poor vetting appears to 
have been an issue at Mur-
phy’s prior stops as well.

“It is unclear how or who 
vetted Murphy because he 
has been fired from several 
schools because of his behav-
ior and management style,” 
the article from Black Star 
News read. “He threatened 
15 teachers with U-rating if 
they did not pass students 
who were in fact failing and 
told the attendance person to 
tamper with official records – 
this is criminal – where is the 
Department of Investigation 
(DOI) investigation?” 

Despite multiple com-
plaints about Murphy in 
March of 2009, the Council of 
School Supervisors and Ad-
ministrators continued to de-
fend him in a statement given 
to New York Daily News at the 
time. The New York Post re-
ported he made the decision 
to resign on April 30, 2009. 
Even after his resignation, 
the then Chancellor of New 
York City Schools continued 
to defend Murphy in a memo 
announcing the resignation, 
according to the New York 
Post, saying “I thank him for 
his service and congratulate 
him and the entire school 
community, including teach-
ers, students and parents for 

WEST END FROM | 1

SEE WEST END | 7

JOHN MURPHY
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GALLERY OF HOMES

706 Fitzhugh Way    
$885,000
OLD TOWNGREENS

708 South Union Landing     
$1,150,000
FORDS LANDING

635 First Street, No. 101     
$1,200,000
LIBERTY ROW

717 South Royal St 
$849,000
YATES GARDENS

For Sale - Just listed SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

204 Franklin Street     
$915,,000
HISTORIC OLD TOWN

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker
diann.carlson@gmail.com
703-628-2440 | 703-549-8700
Weichert Old Town

WEICHERT ®

LUXURY COLLECTION

the accomplishments of re-
cent years.”

Teachers said the De-
partment of Education 
didn’t take action on Mur-
phy because, on the surface, 
the statistics looked good. 
But the New York Post and 
Black Star News reported 
that school staff said Mur-
phy pressured teachers to 
pass failing students and di-
rected employees to tamper 
with attendance records.

After resigning from the 
New York City public school, 
it appears Murphy moved to 
upstate New York, where his 
most recent post was Schuy-
ler Achievement Academy, 
a public school in Albany, 
New York. Statistics cited 
by ACPS in its news release 
announcing Murphy’s ap-
pointment claimed he over-
saw significant gains in 
English language arts and 
math, an increase in atten-
dance and said he exceeded 

state academic goals.
“I have had an expan-

sive administrative career 
that has allowed me to lead 
elementary and secondary 
schools, launch new schools 
and transform failing 
schools into places where all 
students were treated as in-
dividual learners and where 
success defined our effort,” 
Murphy said in the ACPS 
release last week. “Over the 
course of my career I have 
gained a pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12 perspec-
tive on education, a unique 
appreciation for what all 
learners need in order to be 
successful and the practi-
cal experience necessary to 
lead, support and empower 
staff and students as princi-
pal of the new West End Ele-
mentary School.” 

When Murphy’s appoint-
ment was announced, Ber-
lin, who has been leading 
the school district since for-
mer Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley departed in July, 

called Murphy a seasoned 
leader.

“We are delighted to wel-
come such a highly regarded 
and experienced principal to 
be the first principal of our 
new West End Elementary 
School. Mr. Murphy brings 
a wealth of knowledge in 
curriculum development 
and instruction to ACPS. He 
has a proven ability to plan 
and execute the successful 
opening of a new school – 
something that we know to 
be a challenge,” Berlin said 
in the release. “We look for-
ward to working closely with 
him to make the new West 
End Elementary School an 
integral part of the West End 
community and an academic 
success.”

Murphy was set to start 
on Nov. 1. The ACPS an-
nouncement said the search 
for a new West End principal 
has already resumed and a 
new principal will be named 
as soon as a decision has 
been made.

WEST END FROM | 6

The Francis C. Ham-
mond High School Class of 
1967 celebrated their 50th 
Reunion on Oct. 13 and 14 
in Old Town.  Joining the 
1967 graduates were a cou-
ple of special guest faculty 
members, Arlene “Mick-
ey” Moore, former social 
studies teacher, and Bill 
Yoast, former physical edu-

cation teacher and coach at 
both Hammond and later at  
T. C. Williams. He is pictured 
above with Susan Wise, the 
organizer of the reunion.

The class first gathered 
Friday evening at the Fish 
Market and followed with 
the reunion dinner Saturday 
evening at Hilton Alexan-
dria Old Town.

Hammond Reunion

COURTESY PHOTO

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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CaseDesign.com  |   800.750.9399

What Inspires You?
It’s the question that matters most to us.  
Because we’re making something special.  
The one place in the world that’s yours.

Inspiring Homeowners Since 1961.
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Sited on over an acre of lushly landscaped grounds, 909 Vicar Lane is 
a stately residence solidly built in 1940 and expanded in 2008. Nearly 
7,000 square feet of beautifully designed, light-filled spaces are ideal for 
family living as well as entertaining on a grand scale.
In one of Alexandria’s premier locations, the home’s tranquil setting is 
very close to downtown D.C., Old Town, Shirlington and St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School.
Boasting a banquet-sized dining room, expansive living room  
and double, light-infused reception halls, this elegant home will  
graciously welcome your guests. This is an in-town estate, like no other.  
$3,195,000.

909 VICAR LANE
In the City of Alexandria

Minutes to the White House 
and Kennedy Center
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September. 
The church said the deci-

sion to remove the plaques, 
which were erected in 1870 
following the Civil War, was 
an effort to make visitors to 
the church feel more wel-
come, saying in the email, “…
some visitors and guests who 
worship with us choose not 
to return because they re-
ceive an unintended message 
from the prominent presence 
of the plaques.”

The church also cited the 
evolving understanding of 
the legacy of slavery and the 
Confederacy in its decision.

“We understand that both 
Washington and Lee lived in 
times much different than 
our own, and that each man, 
in addition to his public per-
sona, was a complicated hu-
man being, and like all of us, 
a child of God,” the email 
read. “Today, the legacy of 
slavery and of the Confeder-
acy is understood differently 

than it was in 1870. For some, 
Lee symbolizes the attempt 
to overthrow the Union and 
to preserve slavery. Today 
our country is trying once 
again to come to grips with 
the history of slavery and the 
subsequent disenfranchise-
ment of people of color.”

The letter said they con-
sidered the Washington and 
Lee plaques together due to 
their being erected at the 

same time. While the email 
detailed the problematic leg-
acy of Lee, it went into less 
detail about Washington, 
saying only that the plaques 
“visually balance each oth-
er, maintaining the symme-
try of our sanctuary.” The 
email also referenced a sign 
that has long hung in front of 
Christ Church.

“Many in our congrega-
tion feel a strong need for the 

church to stand clearly on 
the side of ‘All are welcome 
– no exceptions,’” the email 
read.

The email, in addition, 
said the plaques are a “dis-
traction in our worship 
space” and “create an obsta-
cle to our identity as a wel-
coming church, and an im-
pediment to our growth and 
to full community with our 
neighbors.” 

Christ Church’s decision 
arrives during a period of 
fierce debate surrounding 
memorials honoring mem-
bers of the Confederacy. The 
Confederacy’s legacy has 
been particularly conten-
tious in Virginia, once home 
to the Confederate capitol 
in Richmond. Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, just two and a 
half hours from Alexandria, 
played host to an August ral-
ly that saw white suprema-
cists and counter-protestors 
clash over removal of its Lee 
statue. One counter-protes-
tor was killed. 

The issue has also pro-
voked controversy in Alexan-
dria. Last year, council voted 
to relocate the city’s prom-
inent statue of a lone Con-
federate soldier, called the 
Appomattox – a move that 
the Virginia General Assem-
bly denied. City police then 
erected surveillance camer-
as to protect the statue from 
possible vandalism.

Portraits of Washing-
ton and Lee that have long 
hung in city council cham-
bers were also temporarily 
removed earlier this year due 
to construction on city hall, 
according to city spokesper-
son Craig Fifer. Fifer said 
the Washington portrait has 
since been rehung in the 
chambers, but the Lee por-
trait has been moved to the 
Lyceum. 

Given that background, 
it’s not surprising that Christ 
Church’s decision to re-
move the plaques has drawn  

WASHINGTON FROM | 1
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Christ Church is one of the top tourist destinations in Alexandria, 
particularly due to its famous members and historic features.
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Fall Open House 
Sunday, Nov. 5, 
11am to 3pm

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

AlexTimes-sixteenth page.indd   1 10/3/2017   12:59:16 PM

national media coverage as 
well as outrage from many. 
Washington, in particular, 
has long been associated 
with Christ Church’s iden-
tity. He frequently attended 
the church and owned a pew 
there.

Noelle York-Simmons, 
Christ Church’s rector of one 
year, said the conversation 

about the plaques has been 
ongoing. York-Simmons said 
she first heard about possibly 
removing the plaques when 
she interviewed for the job.

“I knew when I got here 
that at some point we’d be 
having a more intense and 
direct conversation about 
the plaques,” York-Simmons 
said. “I thought it would be 
a little longer from now, but 
when Charlottesville hap-
pened, the vestry had their 
meeting in August and real-
ized it was time to address 
this in a more intense and in 
a more purposeful way.”

What followed, York-Sim-
mons said, was a month-long 
process of listening sessions, 
which allowed members 
of the congregation to ask 
questions. She said the main 
question the church sought 
to answer was “how do we 
feel about the plaques?” The 
deliberation process also in-
cluded one-on-one meetings 
with members of the congre-
gation, reading numerous 
emails and, finally, a period 
of discernment for the vestry. 

Before the vote, she said, 
the vestry and the clergy 
continued to take calls and 
emails, and did their own re-
search to better understand 
how the “plaques got there, 
their importance architec-
turally and symbolically.”

York-Simmons said she 
didn’t have a sense of how 
many in the congregation 
were against the move versus 
those who were for it. 

“We didn’t really break 
it down that way. What we 
did was a lot of listening, we 
worked hard to make sure ev-
eryone who had an opinion 
could be heard and then we 
were able to take it into ac-
count,” York-Simmons said. 
“The vestry’s vote was unan-
imous and the vestry voted 
from what they heard.”

In terms of the reaction, 
she said there’s a difference 
in how people inside the 
church and Alexandria feel 
and those who are not local. 
She said those who were up-

set about the decision “ha-
ven’t been reading the full 
extent of our statement.” She 
said, for those who have been 
through the process, the re-
action is different.

She said the congregation 
has differing opinions, but 
that they are committed to 
going through the process 
together.

“The congregation is 
hanging together very well. 
We’re not of one mind – 
there’s 1,800 of us … We’re 
also committed to work-
ing through this together. 

WASHINGTON FROM | 9

SEE WASHINGTON | 12

CHRIST CHURCH,  
WASHINGTON AND LEE
George Washington’s 
relationship with the church 
started with his journey to 
buy a pew, a sign of social 
standing in the 18th century. 
After initially being denied the 
opportunity to buy a pew at 
Pohick Church in what is now 
Lorton, Washington turned 
to Christ Church, where he 
bought and later rented the 
No. 5 pew, which remains in 
the church. 

From that point on, he often 
attended church services at 
Christ Church. When he died, 
the Rev. Thomas Davis, rector 
at Christ Church, officiated at 
one of the numerous funerals 
held for Washington. The 
Washington family bible was 
donated to Christ Church 
after his death. 

Robert E. Lee attended Christ 
Church from the age of three 
on, according to the church’s 
website. The Lee plaque that 
will be relocated isn’t the only 
plaque commemorating Lee 
in Christ Church’s worship 
space. A small silver plate 
commemorates the spot 
where Lee knelt, along 
with two daughters, to be 
confirmed by the assistant 
bishop of Virginia. In a 
connection to Washington, 
Lee was also married to the 
first president’s step-great-
grandaughter, Mary Anna 
Randolph Custis. Randolph 
Custis later donated $10,000 
to the church as it worked to 
build an endowment. 

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 
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Official Health Insurance 
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Introducing the Triple $0 Medicare plan from Innovation Health

• Plan premium
• Deductible on 

medical services
• Mail order 

generic Rx

The care you deserve. A price you can aff ord.The care you deserve. A price you can aff ord.The care you deserve. A price you can aff ord.The care you deserve. A price you can aff ord.The care you deserve. A price you can aff ord.

Innovation Health is a HMO, PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in our plans depends on contract renewal. See Evidence of 
Coverage for a complete description of plan benefi ts, exclusions, limitations and conditions of coverage. Plan features and availability may vary 
by service area. This information is not a complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, 
and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts,  premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. The  provider 
network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For 
accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call  1-833-824-0407  and TTY 711. All persons eligible for Medicare may 
receive a $10 Reward Card with no enrollment obligation. Non Innovation Health Medicare members must attend a sales meeting, schedule 
an appointment, or request an information kit to receive the offer. Current Innovation Health Medicare members, must call the number in the 
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Call now to learn more.

 1-833-824-0407 
(TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week. 
A licensed agent will answer your call.

 Visit www.IHmedicare.com/RSVP to 

sign up for a meeting in your area   

Come to a sales meeting near you and � nd out more.

 ALEXANDRIA
HAMPTON INN
5821 RICHMOND HWY
11/2, 11/16 & 12/6, 10:00 AM 

 ALEXANDRIA
HAMPTON INN
5821 RICHMOND HWY
11/8 & 11/30, 2:00 PM 

 At Innovation Health, we believe that a close relationship with your doctor 
is the key to better health. So we developed a doctor-driven Medicare 
Advantage plan that puts your personal and fi nancial health above all.

The new Innovation Health Medicare Advantage HMO plan also off ers 
$0 plan premium, $0 deductible on medical services and $0 copays 
for Tier 1 generic drugs (90-day supply through mail order). And you 
get a fi xed limit on out-of-pocket costs. 

Get a $10 reward card when you call-
with no obligation to enroll.
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Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic
Explore our new gallery at Mosaic in Fairfax, VA.

Visit our website for more information and to 
register for the grand opening on November 4.

With more than 275 professional 
members, the Torpedo Factory Artists 
always have new art (and new artists) 

to discover. Come explore what we 
are creating today.

Working Artists • Open Studios

 Torpedo Factory 
105 N. Union St; Alexandria, VA

Open 10 am - 6 pm daily and 
until 9 pm on Thursdays

Individual studio hours vary

Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic
2905 District Ave, Suite 115

Fairfax, VA
Open 11 am - 7 pm 

Wednesday through Sunday

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists

Meg Talley
Studio 209 & Gallery 311
Meticulously Handcrafted Jewelry
www.MegTalley.com

Congregations go through 
change,” York-Simmons said. 
“This is another manifes-
tation of change. Conversa-
tions aren’t always easy, but, 
within the congregation, 
they’ve also been full of can-
dor and gentleness.” 

She said she did not an-
ticipate the scale and tone of 
the response. 

“Personally, I was sur-
prised. I knew we would get 
some reaction, but didn’t 
know it would be quite so 
widespread and vehement,” 
York-Simmons said. “The 
community has been talking 
about this for a long time. 
The community has been un-
derstanding and it’s been in-
formed the whole time. Peo-
ple are weighing in heavily.” 

Ultimately, she said, the 
decision wasn’t made easily 
– but it was made with much 
consideration and conversa-
tion.

“Our church communi-

ty has worked very hard to 
come to this decision. We’ve 
done it prayerfully, we’ve 
done it carefully, we’ve done 
it in a way that reflects our 
own values as a Christian, 
worshiping community,” she 
said. 

A longtime member of 
Christ Church’s congrega-
tion, Andrea McNicholas, 
agreed with Christ Church’s 
decision, saying it’s a step in 

the right direction.
“I think that it’s part of 

our history, but I think the 
plans that the church has to 
put them in a different place 
will put them in context,” 
McNicholas said. “… Our 
church really wanted to laud 
and mourn Robert E. Lee. It 
was so moved by his death 
and in grief, they wanted 
to put these plaques up two 
months after his death. I 

think that’s something that 
should be noted.”

McNicholas said relocat-
ing the plaques wouldn’t fix 
everything that occurred in 
Christ Church’s history, but 
that it’s a start. 

“Even when we move 
them, it will be a step, but it 
doesn’t resolve us from hav-
ing to confront our issues of 
white privilege and every-
thing else,” she said.

Many outside the church 
have taken the decision as a 
slight to the first president’s 
legacy. Though Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg said Christ 
Church had the right to make 
the decision, she said Wash-
ington should be recognized 
for his service.

“This was a decision made 
by the church and its leader-
ship, so, as mayor, I can’t tell 
them what to do, but I can say 
that, personally and speak-
ing for myself and from my 
own heart, I think we need 
to remember that George 
Washington is a hero, who 

put his own life, fortune and 
family name at great risk so 
that this great nation could 
be formed,” Silberberg said.

Historian Gary Eyler, who 
owns the Old Colony Shop 
on North Washington Street, 
has a personal connection 
to the issue, having discov-
ered a receipt of the sale of 
Washington’s pew at the 
church. Eyler once attended 
the church and, decades ago, 
he and his wife went through 
pre-marriage counseling 
through the parish. 

Eyler said the church and 
Washington’s legacy are 
deeply intertwined. 

“You go to Christ Church 
because it was George Wash-
ington’s church. You feel a 
spiritual connection being 
there because the sense of 
place has meaning,” Eyler 
said. “It’s like going to the 
Ford Theater to watch a play 
there. You just sit in the the-
ater, and while you’re sitting, 

WASHINGTON FROM | 10
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A plaque outside of the brick church building commemorates 
George Washington's pallbearers.
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our solid brass candlestick is a great  
addition to your home.  Giving you the 
flexibility of a 3-way light using the 
30-70-100 to illuminate your hall way, 
room, window, or wherever you choose. 
It has a graceful handle that mimics the 
candle sticks used long ago.  This candle-
stick isn’t limited to shiny brass, it can 
come in antique brass, dark bronze, and 
nickel. 
 
Come by The Lamplighter and see for your-
self how this beautiful candlestick lamp 
can add additional beauty to your home. 

Join Us! 
November 11TH, 2017 

from 9am to 2pm

Direct Proceeds from  

Unique holiday gifts +  
good eats for local charity =

win, win, win !  

The Craft Fair  
support our local ministries 

and help schoolchildren 
and families in need.

2723 King Street, Alexandria, VA

Pancake + Sausage Breakfast
support the Hunger Free 

Alexandria initative.

www.fccalexandria.com

5th annual 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Straight from  

the HeART  
Craft Fair and

Pancake Breakfast

Grades K-8  coed

Join us for an 
Open House 

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301

www.acdsnet.org
703.837.1303Community Minded    

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Balanced

November 4  November 10

December 6  January 9

you can say ‘that’s where 
Lincoln was shot.’ You don’t 
condone it, but you appreci-
ate it. You get a sense of be-
ing and place.” 

He also said that, re-
gardless of one’s feelings 
about Washington or Lee, 
the plaques provide histori-
cal context that, otherwise, 
would be lost. 

“In order to explain 
progress – and we have pro-
gressed in Virginia, where 
360 [Civil War] battles were 
fought – you need that,” Ey-
ler said. “There’s only a few 
Confederate statues in this 
area. If it’s a statue of [Ku 
Klux Klan founder] Nathan 
Bedford Forrest, I understand 
that. But a statue of a mili-
tary leader is different from 
the standpoint that these 
guys showed courage when 
other men didn’t, especially 
when bullets and bombs are 
blowing up around you.” 

Eyler said he was sur-
prised at Christ Church’s de-
cision, and that it was “a slap 
in the face” to the legacy of 
Washington.

“They took the founda-
tion and the heritage of the 
church and put it in a closet,” 
Eyler said. 

Ellen Tabb, a former mem-
ber of Christ Church’s con-
gregation, also was shocked 
by the decision. Tabb’s par-
ents began attending Christ 
Church in 1941 and she has 
memories of the church from 
her childhood. She left the 

church in 2003 due to dis-
agreements with the larger 
Episcopal Church.

“My father was an inte-
gral part of the church and 
was very interested in his-
tory. We used to joke that he 
was either out working on 
the car or at Christ Church. 
He was a ... warden at the 
church,” Tabb said. 

Tabb herself was a mem-
ber of the junior choir and 
was confirmed there. Though 
she moved out of Alexandria 
for a decade, she returned to 
the church upon her return 
to the area. 

“If anyone is afraid be-
cause of a plaque on the wall, 
I feel sorry for them,” Tabb 
said. “There are markers 
throughout the church. On 
the communion rail, there’s 
a small silver marker where 
Lee knelt to be confirmed. 
What more does one really 
need to know about it? That’s 
self-explanatory. The signs 
say ‘in memory of.’ I think 
that’s pretty clear.” 

Tabb, who has also served 
on the George Washington 
Birthday Celebration Com-
mittee for six years, said 

Christ Church is dishonoring 
Washington’s legacy.

“This is a national patri-
mony. It’s not just [for] Christ 
Church’s congregation,” 
Tabb said. “Christ Church’s 
congregation is the steward 
of a national treasure and for 
them to trash it is offensive.” 

It’s not clear what impact 
Christ Church’s decision will 
have, if any, on tourism to 
the city. The historic church, 
which dates back to 1773, is 
a frequently visited site for 
tourists, particularly due to 
its hundreds of years of his-
tory and famous members.

Christ Church announced 
in its email to members of 
the congregation that a new 
home would be considered 
for the plaques, which would 
provide needed context. A 
committee will discuss new 
options, but plans for the re-
location won’t be announced 
until April.

Patricia Washington, 
president and CEO of Visit 
Alexandria, the city’s tour-
ism organization, said in a 
statement that the decision 
should have minimal effect 
on the visitor experience at 

Christ Church.
“Alexandria’s history is 

a vital part of our nation’s 
narrative. We are fortunate 
to have a wealth of historic 
sites and tours that offer a 
broad look at our history, in 
context and in an inclusive, 
evolving way,” Washington 
said in the statement. “As an 
independent organization, 
Christ Church makes its own 
decisions regarding how they 
choose to display and inter-
pret their artifacts. While 
the focus of media coverage 
has been on the relocation of 
the two marble markers from 
near the altar to a different 
public location on campus, 
we understand that the vis-
itor experience at Christ 
Church will change very 
little, with other historical 
markers remaining in place.”

The email from Christ 
Church details a path for-
ward, which it describes as 
a parish-wide process for 
finding a new home for the 
plaques. It also notes, in its 
text, that “this decision is a 
beginning, not an end.”

A public forum will be 
held on Nov. 5 with members 
of the vestry. The newslet-
ter said the vestry will cre-
ate three new committees 
composed of parishioners 
to decide how to tell Christ 

WASHINGTON FROM | 12

They took the 
foundation and 
the heritage of 

the church and put 
it in a closet.”
– Gary Eyler, 
owner, Old Colony Shop

SEE WASHINGTON | 33
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PURPOSEFUL LIVING 
Whether you’re looking for Independent Living or Assisted Living, Paul Spring is committed to taking senior living to the next level.  

You’ll enjoy 12 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds with gazebo, koi pond, putting green and walking path. From our diverse enrichment 
and social programs to our exceptional fine dining experience, we deliver valued living all in the comfort of your new picturesque home. 

Call (703) 768-0234 for more information, and to schedule a personal tour with lunch or dinner.

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY · FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED IN VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS
7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · (703) 768-0234 · WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·      @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

piles of goldfish come to-
gether in a warm, cheerful 
chaos.

Martha Scott Schafer, 
headmistress of the pre-
school, tells her guests to 
ignore the mess in her office 
in a manner that suggests 
she knows the brightly col-
ored toys and precariously 
stacked children’s books are 
unapologetically permanent 
fixtures. 

Schafer has been St. 
Paul’s headmistress for half 
of its existence. As the school 
celebrates its 70th birthday 
throughout this year, Schafer 
will commemorate 35 years 
at its helm.

“It’s hard not to love it 
when you deal with, one: the 
women I work with; two: the 
children and three: the par-
ents. It’s a very lovely place 
to be and it’s an exciting 
place to be,” Schafer said.

Schafer received her mas-
ter’s degree in school admin-

istration from George Wash-
ington University and has 
been with St. Paul’s since she 
started in 1982. 

“It’s the best job because 
something new happens ev-
ery single day,” Schafer said. 
“The children are very sav-
vy, very bright, very fun to 

be with, and they’re a chal-
lenge, because they’re just 
three, four and five years old. 
We believe so strongly in a 
good, strong early childhood 
education. It’s really a mark-
er for what’s gonna happen 
next.”

St. Paul’s is home to three 

classes of about 20 students 
each – the threes, the fours 
and the kindergarten/fives. 
The 60 students attend the 
preschool from 9 a.m. to 
noon, five days a week.

“When you come here for 
four hours of your day, you 
don’t have to think about 

anything else but little chil-
dren and their wonder and 
amazement,” said Ann Mor-
ton Habliston, St. Paul’s as-
sistant head. “They’re just so 
innocent but fresh. It’s just 
very special. I feel very bless-
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PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Left: A class from St. Paul’s early years. Right: St. Paul’s headmistress, Martha Scott Schafer, dresses up for Halloween.
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ed to be here working, plus a 
little selfish because of what 
I get personally from each 
and every child and their 
families.”

Schafer attributed the 
school’s longevity to the 
commitment of its founders 
in 1948 and its staff through-
out the years. While it’s often 
difficult to hold onto good 
preschool teachers, most of 
St. Paul’s all-female staff 
has been with the school for 
years.

“Continual staff turnover 
does not lead to stability of 
the school,” Schafer said. 
“We’ve always stuck to the 
same principle: it’s not day-
care, it’s not babysitting, it 
is early childhood education. 
To make it look fun and cre-
ative takes a tremendous 
amount of work and educa-
tion.”

“One thing about the 
school that’s remarkable to 
me is the continuity,” said 
the Rev. Oran Warder, rec-
tor of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church since 1999. “Teach-
ers and heads come to stay. 

In the history of the school, 
there have only been three 
heads. Over the 70 years, 
that’s pretty amazing.” 

Although the school is in-
dependent from the church, 
and parish membership is 
not mandatory for admit-
tance to the day school, 
Warder said there is a strong 
connection between the two 
organizations. The preschool 
students attend a weekly ser-
vice at the church in addition 
to their classes and activities.

Warder noted a “virtu-

ous cycle” taking place at 
the preschool; he said word-
of-mouth among parents, 
neighbors and friends about 
their children’s positive St. 
Paul’s experiences helped 
to grow a strong and tight-
ly knit community. In his 18 
years at St. Paul’s, Warder has 
had several St. Paul’s alumni 
tell him they met their best 
friends in preschool.

“It’s pretty amazing. I 
mean, do you remember any-
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Kindergarteners Conrad Sigler and Selby Pollard.
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one you went to preschool 
with? I don’t remember a 
soul, not one,” Warder said.

“You have to go some to 
lose us,” Schafer said.

Not only do the friend-
ships from St. Paul’s stick, 
families often have a gener-
ation-deep history with the 
school.

“My family has been a part 
of St. Paul’s church ever since 
I can remember, or even be-
fore I remember,” said Bruce 
Rodenberg, a parishioner of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
who taught at the preschool 
for 25 years before retiring 
to Richmond, Virginia, a few 
years ago. In her 25 years, 
Rodenberg often taught the 
children of past students. 

Although the preschool 
hadn’t been established in 
time for Rodenberg to go her-
self, all four of her children 
and one grandchild attend-
ed. Her memories of St. Paul’s 
range from performing sci-
ence experiments with small 
groups of students to taking 
care of a pregnant gerbil with 
her daughter over summer 
break. 

“I think one of the suc-
cesses of the school is the 
continuity of the teachers 
and the program,” Rodenberg 
said. “Teachers that teach 
there really love it. We had 
one teacher who taught there 
into her 80s – of course, I was 
in my 70s when I stopped.”

Rodenberg taught kin-
dergarten for years before 
becoming one of the school’s 
science resource teachers, a 
program Schafer helped de-
velop. In addition to the two 
permanent teachers for each 
class of threes, fours and k/
fives, the school has various 
resource teachers including 
a music teacher, art teacher, 
science teacher and librarian.

Lisa Eskew is another St. 
Paul’s parent and 10-year 
member of the school’s board 
of trustees whose family has 
been involved with St. Paul’s 
Church since the early 2000s. 

Her 17-year-old son is ev-
idence of Warder’s claim that 
St. Paul’s friendships last: 
he recently went to the T.C. 
Williams homecoming dance 
with a girl he had known 
since preschool.

Eskew said the day school 
did a good job balancing tra-
dition and history with an ev-
er-changing curriculum.

“One of the hallmarks of 
the school is that change is 
really found in the curric-
ulum, adapting to current 
trends and preparing children 
for elementary school,” she 
said. “The way kids can learn 
and retain information does 
shift in incremental ways … 
It’s the kind of thing where 
you wouldn’t notice it, but 
what’s going on in the class-
room is obviously different 
than it was six years ago.”

In the face of a constantly 
adapting curriculum, certain 
aspects of St. Paul’s have re-
mained the same over time.

“One of the iconic things 
about the school that we love 
is that we have a school bus,” 
Warder said. “That’s been 
part of the character of the 
school from the beginning.”

While it is rare for a pre-
school to have a bus, the late 
Lucy Hunnicutt, who helped 
teach the threes class for 50 

years, started the program 
by picking up students in her 
used Packard. The day school 
now has a school bus that 
serves both as transportation 
for field trips and to take stu-
dents to and from school.

In addition to the bus, the 
annual graduation ceremony 

In 1948, St. Paul’s Nursery 
and Day School began as 
a playgroup, and in the 70 
years since it has had only 
three headmistresses. 

Three women from St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church started 
the program with only five 
students, almost no funding 
and resistance from other 
parish members who didn’t 
want the noise and disruption 
a preschool would bring to the 
church property. 

“It started here 70 years ago 
sort of as a ‘mothers’ day 
out’ program,” the Rev. Oran 
Warder said.

Thurman Brisben was St. 
Paul’s first headmistress. 
Although the preschool had 
a rough start, the demand 
for daycares in Old Town 
slowly increased and by 
1951, enrollment grew to 12 
students. 

As enrollment increased, so 
did the staff. Lib Kerr, one of 
its first teachers, divided the 
students into its still-standing 
structure of threes, fours 
and kindergarten/fives. Lucy 
Hunnicutt, a threes teacher 
who stayed with the school for 
50 years, drove students to 
and from in her used Packard. 

Despite a tight budget and 
donated equipment, the 
women running the school 
established a positive 
reputation. 

In 1970, Susan de Gavre 
replaced Brisben as 
headmistress. Under her 
charge, the school became an 
independent corporation and 
began a scholarship program. 

Martha Scott Schafer, 
the school’s current 
headmistress, took over in 
1982. 

“It’s lovely,” Schafer said, 
“and I think part of it is the 
women who founded the 
school – and I firmly believe 
it’s ‘school.’ It’s not some 
rinky-dinky day school, or 
you know, a box of crayons 
with a pad of paper and oh, 
this looks cute. It’s a school, 
and it’s meaningful, and 
it’s worthwhile and values 
children and relationships.”

Throughout the day school’s 
history, the goal of its 
leaders has been to create a 
loving, stable environment. 
Collectively, its group of 
primary and resource 
teachers bring a total of 140 
years of experience to the 
school. 

ST PAUL’S FROM | 16

SEE ST PAUL’S | 18

Lucy Hunni-
cutt taught 
the threes at 
St. Paul's for 
50 years.
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HISTORY OF ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL
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Call now to begin with Grace
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www.GraceSchoolAlex.org
3601 Russell Road | Alexandria, VA 22305
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106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314  |  703-664-0585  |  Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
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and holiday celebrations are 
among some of St. Paul’s es-
tablished traditions.

 “I think back to all three 
of my children going there 
for three years and all doing 
the Halloween parade and 
Thanksgiving feast and the 
Christmas play,” Eskew said. 
“There’s a song, ‘Every Tur-
key Can Tango,’ that they 
learned and my husband and 
I still sing it every year,” Es-
kew said.

“It’s a testament to the 
brand that they’ve endured 
this long,” she said. “I think 
it all boils down to loving 
teachers and longstanding 
tradition.”

In honor of its 70th birth-
day, the preschool is holding a 
yearlong celebration. On Sun-
day, there was a 70th birthday 
cake at the church’s annual 
fall festival.

The school also hosts a 
fundraiser every year for its 
scholarship program so that 
finances don’t prevent chil-
dren from attending. Eskew 
said this year the fundraiser 
would honor the school’s 70 

years and Schafer’s 35.
In addition to the cele-

brations, leadership at the 
St. Paul’s school has set up 
a Facebook page to invite 
parents and alumni to share 
their memories and photos of 
the day school. Some of the 
pictures on the page are in 
black and white and date back 
to the school’s earliest years. 

“It’s a happy place,” Es-
kew said. “I think for the 
clergy who work here and 
just the staff who work here, 
hearing those joyful noises, 

even if you’re having a bad 
day, it can’t be that bad when 
you’re hearing kids laughing 
and screaming on the play-
ground.”

“It’s a community school,” 
Warder said. “It’s part of peo-
ple’s lives and so I think it was 
just another really important 
point of connection for peo-
ple as they grew up, and as 
Old Town has developed and 
changed, it has been this con-
stant right here at the corner 
of Duke and South Pitt.”
-mschrott@alextimes.com

ST PAUL’S FROM | 17

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Headmistress Martha Scott Schafer and student Leo Klophaus 
pose at the farm stand in St. Paul’s resource room.

To place an advertisement 
call sales at  703-739-0001.
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Pictured, clockwise from top right: Superheroes and Tigger parade in Angel Park on Saturday; a dapper villain is accompanied by a 
martini glass on Lee Street; Vampire Manor on Jefferson Street; a unicorn at the Taylor Run Citizens Association Halloween Party; a pair 
of T-Rexes rampage on Lee Street; 307 Clifford Ave., with its creepy clown theme, took top honors in Del Ray’s Best Decorated Halloween 
House contest, sponsored by The Jen Walker Team; a skeleton on Duke Street may have a long wait; and Prince, back to life and more 
handsome than ever, rolls into Old Town.

The Halloween fun continues into next weekend, as the 21st Annual Del Ray Halloween Parade, which was postponed due to weather 
last weekend, will be held on Nov. 5 at 2 p.m.  All are welcome to march in the parade along Mount Vernon Avenue, which begins at 
E. Bellefonte Ave. and ends with a party at the Mt. Vernon Recreation Center fields featuring live music, free refreshments, children’s 
games, awards for Best Decorated Stroller, House, Business & Best Pet Costume, and more. The event is free and open to all.  For more 
information, visit www.visitdelray.com.

PHOTO/TINA GEHRING

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

something wicked  
this way came

Spooks and scary things were seen in all corners of Alexandria on Halloween and in the 
days just prior. Strange sightings were reported Tuesday night on Lee Street in Old Town, 
spooky houses vied for the designation of scariest in town in Del Ray and the Taylor Run 

Citizens Association held their annual Halloween Party on Saturday at Angel Park.

PHOTO/WILL NICCHOLLS
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Scores this week:

Oct. 25

BI W 3-1 vs. Saint John Paul the Great Catholic

Oct. 26

SSSAS L 2-3 vs. St. Andrew’s Episcopal
TC W 3-0 vs. West Potomac 

Oct. 27

BI W 3-2 @ Bishop O’Connell 
Episcopal W 3-0 vs. Connelly School of the Holy Child

Oct. 30

SSSAS L 0-3 @ National Cathedral

Oct. 31

BI W 3-0 vs. Bishop McNamara @ WCAC Quarterfinals 

Football roundup

Scores this week:

Oct. 27

TC W 38-31 @ Mount Vernon

Oct. 28

BI L 17-7 vs. Paul VI
Episcopal L 14-10 vs. Georgetown Prep
SSSAS L 42-13 vs. Landon

Volleyball roundup
School   Record

Bishop Ireton      20-7
Episcopal       13-7
SSSAS       7-13
T.C. Williams      15-10-1

School   Record

Bishop Ireton         0-9
Episcopal             4-3
SSSAS          2-6
T.C. Williams         6-3

The Alexandria Times’ sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per season 
for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Epis-
copal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams 
High School. Records are presented alphabetically, while re-
sults are listed by date.

Alexandria 
Sports Roundup

The varsity boys’ soccer 
team from St. Stephens & 
St. Agnes School lost a close-
fought 1-0 game against 
Landon High School in the 
Interstate Athletic Confer-
ence semi-finals on Tuesday. 

The Saints’ defense held 
out against Landon’s driv-
ing offense for the game’s 
first 40 minutes. At halftime 

there was no score. Landon 
scored the game’s only goal 
seven minutes into the sec-
ond half, securing the win. 

“The Saints had several 
good attacking opportuni-
ties, but could not convert 
those into goals,” Assistant 
Coach John Sweeney wrote 
in a recap of the game’s high-
lights. 

The IAC is made up of six 
private high schools in the 
D.C. area. Despite not secur-
ing a spot in the IAC finals, 
the Saints varsity soccer 
team moves on to the first 
round of states at the Virgin-
ia Independent Schools Ath-
letic Association tournament 
this Friday against Potomac. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Saints boys’ soccer team 
suffers tough playoff loss

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

to the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce for this recognition!

Four Directions Wellness receives the Rising Star Best in Business Award

Thank you
Four Directions Wellness LLC

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue
Alexandria, VA  22301
Phone:  703-776-0102

www.fourdirectionswellness.com
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*Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the Robinson 
 Landing development entities). The Robinson Landing development entities are each solely and exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, 
 construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing development entities.

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for the Sellers*

Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

Opening for Sales  — November 2017
Since its founding, Old Town Alexandria has welcomed all things new from the Potomac River. 

Today, this historic city is anticipating the arrival of Robinson Landing, a unique waterfront neighborhood. 
Comprised of distinctive residences, gourmet dining and retail, a public promenade and revitalized pier, 

Robinson Landing connects Old Town’s storied past with its bright and modern future.

New Condominiums and Townhomes from $1.5 to $5.5M

To receive VIP updates or to schedule a private appointment, call 703-997-2210
or register online at EYA.com/waterfronthomes

IN THE MAKINGIN THE MAKING
268 YEARS
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CALENDAR
November events
This November dump your junk, learn how to 
watercolor and more |   Page 32

TRAVEL
The charms of Charleston
Charleston is a delightful historic and foodie 
destination worth visiting    |   Page 27

HOMES
Kitchen trends 
The modern design movement is taking 
over in American kitchens |   Page 30

TimesLiving
BY KIM GILLIAM

Many of us have expe-
rienced the loss of a pet at 
some point in our lives, and 
know how difficult it can 
be. We console ourselves by 
knowing that the good years 
we spent with them far out-
weigh the loss, but it hurts 
just the same.

You may have seen the 
recent news 
where the 
death of a 
beloved dog 
was such an 
e m o t i o n -
ally trau-
m a t i z i n g 
experience 
that it actu-

ally broke the owner’s heart. 
Doctors performed emer-
gency tests which identified 
that the 62-year-old woman 
had stress cardiomyopathy 
— often referred to as “bro-
ken-heart syndrome.”  

Thankfully treatment 
with heart medications led 
to her recovery. Her doctor 
noted that while a variety of 
stressors can bring it on, this 
case “suggests that many 
people view their family pet 
as a member of their family 
so it’s like losing a child.”

So how can you help 

yourself get through a peri-
od of grieving a furry loved 
one?  

First, don’t over-analyze 
or deny your grief; accept it 
as a natural response that 
will grow more tolerable 
with time. Recall memories 
from throughout your life 
together, not just the snap-

shot of its ending. Be sure 
to take good care of yourself 
while grieving – get suffi-
cient sleep, eat well and stay 
in close contact with those 
who understand. Distract 
yourself with volunteer work 
or physical exercise. And 
do not hold back the tears; 
know that the day will come 

when the loving memories 
bring warm smiles of recol-
lection instead of pangs of 
loss. 

There are some specific 
activities you can do with 
children to help them move 
through the stages of grief:

Scrapbook their favor-

ite pictures, keepsakes and 
memories of their pet or 
place them in a decorated 
memory box.

Write a poem, song or 
letter to their pet then share 
this with the family.

Hold a pet funeral; 
while it may seem strange, 
it can be helpful as they pro-
cess their emotions. 

Read books like “The 
Tenth Good Thing About 
Barney” by Judith Viorst 
which reminds them that 
grief takes patience. 

Help them plant some-
thing in the yard as a living 
memorial to their pet.

Do you have a friend who 
recently lost a pet and you 
don’t know what to say? 
Even with the best inten-
tions, you may worry that 
you’ll say or do the wrong 

Grieving the Loss of a Pet
PETS

COURTESY PHOTO
To cope with grief of losing a pet, try to remember memories from your life together, instead of snap-
shots of its ending. 

SEE PETS | 26

KIM GILLIAM

Don’t over-
analyze or 
deny your 

grief; accept it as a 
natural response 
that will grow more 
tolerable with time”
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Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

703-819-5240

Kitten season is in full swing!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Check us out today!
All Whole Dogz Dogs are  

Super Dogs! 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!

Organic • All Suite Boarding

Large Indoor/Outdoor Play Areas 

Agility Fun Rooms • Dog Supplies

@wholedogz

thing. Remember that their 
grief is a natural reaction; 
get them to open up about 
their feelings and special 
bond they shared with the 
animal. Don’t say things 
that minimize the loss like 
it was “just a dog” or “just 
a cat,” indicating that they 
should move on, but instead 
just lend an ear.  Ask about 
the happy times, like when 
they first brought the pet 
home or the favorite things 
they loved to do together. 
And help care for them by 
making a healthy meal or of-
fering to take on tasks that 
would be difficult to face, 
like picking up the pet’s 
ashes or packing away their 

toys. 
And remember, while 

it may be tempting to rush 
out and fill the void left by 
a pet’s death by immediate-

ly getting another one, in 
most cases it’s best to mourn 
the old pet first and wait un-
til you’re emotionally ready 
for a new animal. You could 
start by volunteering with a 
shelter or rescue; spending 
time caring for pets in need 
is not only great for the ani-
mals, but can help you decide 
if you’re ready for a new pet.

Kim Gilliam owns Alex-
andria’s Frolick Dogs, an 
indoor dog gym, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam. 

PETS
PETS FROM | 25

COURTESY PHOTO
It’s best to not adopt a new pet immediately, but rather wait until 
you’re emotionally ready. 

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Special
SNOW PEA
Snow Pea came to KSC 
from another shelter that 
was running out of room.  

So sweet and handsome, 
this boy will make the 
purrrfect companion!
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Visiting a historic destination 
naturally brings comparison to 
our own beloved port of Alexan-
dria, and a few of those thoughts 
rose idly like bubbles to the sur-
face as I recently arrived in an-
other beautiful waterfront city: 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

I was curious to see what had 
changed since I’d visited two de-
cades earlier, when, during a tour 
of a stately Southern mansion, a 
tiny octogenarian docent told our 
group the Civil War wasn’t about 
slavery. It was the South’s right to 
keep the North out of their busi-
ness affairs, she quaintly insisted.  
Stunned at this declaration, I’m 
certain my eyes rolled back into 
my head, but the cat had a firm 
grip on my tongue and I remained 
silent amid the small group of vis-

itors. I still regret I didn’t lean in 
to challenge her version of histo-
ry. 

Since then, things have shifted 
somewhat. South Carolina’s gov-
ernor has removed the confeder-
ate flag from the State House, and 
local African American artists, 
artisans and chefs are treasured 
for their unique contributions. 
The United Daughters of the Con-
federacy no longer hold sway in a 
city whose rich cultural history 
is driven by some 30,000 college 
students and a more inclusive vi-
sion. Thankfully, the city’s charm 
and joie de vivre remain firmly 
intact.

The Belmond Charleston 
Place is a magnificent proper-
ty in the tradition of America’s 
grandest hotels. A recent $30 
million renovation affords it the 
distinguished cachet of a world-

class property. And with its cen-
tral location and the city’s ubiq-
uitous pedicabs, sightseeing is a 
breeze. To up your game, book a 
suite on the exclusive Club Lev-
el.  Complimentary perks include 
hot buffet breakfasts; a recharge 
of afternoon tea, sandwiches and 
pastries; early evening cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres; nightcaps and 
sweet treats; and flutes of cham-
pagne all the live-long day. On 
the main concourse, amid posh 
shops like Gucci and Louis Vuit-
ton, there are three restaurants 
to choose from. Be sure to book 
in advance for the full-service spa 
with rooftop pool. 

Within a five-minute walk 
is the Charleston City Market 
on Meeting Street. Rebuilt from 
the original after a fire in 1841, 

Charleston:
A city of change and charm

TRAVEL

SEE CHARLESTON | 28

PHOTO/JORDAN WRIGHT
Horse-drawn wagons ply the old city of Charleston, South Carolina. 
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this National Historic Land-
mark houses dozens of in-
door and covered stalls and 
is open from 9:30 a.m. until 
6 p.m. Grab a softball-sized 
buttermilk biscuit with all 
the fixins’ at Callie’s Hot 
Little Biscuit and shop the 
stalls for Gullah made sweet-
grass baskets, benne wafers, 
sacks of Carolina Rice, local 
art and handmade souve-
nirs.  Refresh at Lowcountry 
Lemonade where quaffs are 
made with seasonal muddled 
fruit. Mine boasted sweet lo-
cal peaches. 

Spanning four city blocks, 

the market leads down to East 
Bay Street and Waterfront 
Park with its stately Southern 
mansions. Take in sweeping 
views of the harbor from White 
Point Gardens, a five-and-a-
half-acre park that’s home to 
a protected Night Heron rook-
ery set amid old oaks.  From 
there you’re a hop, skip and a 
jump to the Gibbes Museum, 
a breathtaking Beaux Arts 
structure that houses an out-
standing collection of Ameri-
can art – both old master and 
contemporary.  

Of all the mansions and 
plantations to tour (book 
through your concierge to tour 
Magnolia Gardens, Middleton 

Place, Boone Hall and Drayton 
Hall), I discovered what must 
be the most unusual. The Ital-
ianate-influenced Calhoun 
Mansion and Gardens bor-

ders on the bizarre with its 
eye-popping floor–to-ceiling 
collection of fine art, rare an-
tiques and silver collection, 
and Orientalia. The extraor-

dinarily ornate 1876 mansion 
is currently owned by a Wash-
ington, D.C. lobbyist.  Our do-

SEE CHARLESTON | 29
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PHOTOS/JORDAN WRIGHT
Left: The gardens at Calhoun Mansion. Top right: Low country corn salad at the Belmond. Bottom 
right: Assortment of biscuits at Callie’s Hot Little Biscuit.

~ Carlos and E.J. ~
Brothers like no others, Carlos & E.J. have never been 
apart.  They eat, sleep, play and walk together.  Now 

they are looking to relocate together.
Difficult to place because they are two, Carlos & E.J. 

are patient. Our Shelter Staff reports that they are 
affectionate, obedient and quite gentlemanly.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTABLE 
PETS, PLEASE VISIT  www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

703-549-0011
609 King St, Alexandria

Mon-Sat 10a-6p   Thur 10a-8p

KingsJewelry.NET
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Will your home need some 
interior TLC this winter?

We are now booking interior work 
for December – March.

Take advantage of our winter  
discount, and let us put our 30 

years of experience to work for you!

Call us to schedule a free estimate!
703-684-7702 • techpainting.com

cent was respectfully tight-lipped as to 
whom, but a bit of sleuthing uncovered 
D.C. attorney Howard H. Stahl, who 
lovingly restored the once-dilapidated 
35-room manor house.

In a city renowned for great South-
ern cooking and countless restau-
rants, where to eat?  You really can’t 
go wrong with soulful barbeque, low 
country cooking or the exception-
al local seafood.  But I have a fond-
ness for a certain chef and the par-
ticularly stylish way he approaches  
ingredients. Circa 1886 is situated 
within the gardens of the Wentworth 
Mansion.  Chosen by prestigious 
Southern Living magazine this year 

to celebrate their 50th anniversary, 
it boasts an intimate, intrinsically 
Southern, candlelit setting that en-
hances fine dining. Helmed by Execu-
tive Chef Marc Collins, whose talent 
is playing sweet and savory elements 
against one another, expect to find 
unique combinations paired with 
top-drawer wines.

Our meal began with a trio of del-
icate crabmeat concoctions, artichoke 
pudding with sunflower seeds and es-
pelette pepper, a cold soup of turnip 
greens with a silken peanut cream, fol-
lowed by gnudi with truffles and loin 
of antelope with foie gras and black-
berry sauce. For an unforgettable taste 
of the South opt for Collins’ signature 
dessert – honeysuckle ice cream.

CHARLESTON FROM | 28 IF YOU GO
Plan ahead for the 
Charleston Wine + 
Food Festival (Feb. 28 
to March 4, 2018) www.
CharlestonWineandFood.com 

Jet Blue flies nonstop 
to Charleston from 
Reagan National Airport 
- www.JetBlue.com

For a pedicab call Bike 
Taxi – 843 532.8663 
– www.BikeTaxi.net 

www.GibbesMuseum.org 

www.CalhounMansion.org 

www.Circa1886.com

www.WentworthMansion.com 

www.Belmond.com  

The lob-
by at the 
Belmond 
Charles-
ton 
Place.

   

PHOTO/ 
JORDAN 
WRIGHT

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract
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Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
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4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

$474,900K - 3445A S. Stafford St, Arlington, Va  22206
Beautifully updated & move-in ready! Full size Clarendon Model in the lovely community 
of Fairlington. Basement has full ceiling height with full bath & room for separate den 
or 3rd bedroom. Kitchen has been recently renovated with stainless steel appliances, 
cream cabinets, and granite counter top.  Updated baths boast marble & ceramic tile.  
Private, large patio perfect for entertaining. Walk to pool, tennis courts, tot lot, grocery, 

restaurants & shops. Reserved parking spot. 



30 |NOVEMBER 2, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Corner two bedroom 
plus den Yates Garden 
Townhouse with the bonus 
of a large slate patio and 
3,300-square-foot yard. 
The semi-detached home 
features a number of extra 
windows, providing illumi-
nating warmth to this lovely 
home. The remodeled kitch-
en’s quality cabinetry and 
renovated baths offer mod-
ern style and convenience. 
The home’s brand new pro-
fessional painting contrasts 
well with the gleaming white 
crown molding and wood 
floors. Front rose bushes on 
the raised yard set this home 
apart from others on this 
lovely street. Parking is easy 
with diagonal spaces steps 

away from the front door.
A crackling wood-burn-

ing fireplace provides cozy 
comfort on a crisp fall day 
or snowy winter evenings. 
The finished lower level fea-

tures two rooms and a full 
finished bath. Upstairs one 
finds a sunny spacious mas-
ter bedroom and a second 
bedroom or office. 

This historic Yates Gar-

dens neighborhood has been 
a popular neighborhood 
of choice for home buy-
ers due to the location in 
the southeast quadrant of 
Old Town Alexandria. The 
Mount Vernon biking/walk-
ing trail, Potomac River and 
Jones Point Park are nearby. 
Convenient neighborhood 
specialty grocery shopping, 
hardware, clothing and 
restaurants are within two 
blocks. Transportation is 
ideal with easy access to the 
Capital Beltway, Reagan Na-
tional Airport and the Alex-
andria Metro. 

This home is listed 
by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices PenFed Re-
alty.

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

Location: 822 S. Pitt 
St., Alexandria 22314  
Neighborhood:  
Yates Gardens  
Price: $775,000 
Square Feet: 1,008 
plus 450-square-foot 
finished basement  
Bedrooms: 2, plus  
a potential third legal 
bedroom  
Bathrooms: 2 
Year built: 1942  
Contact:  
Stuart Piper at  
703-967-6400,  
Stuart.Piper@
PenFedRealty.com

Spacious entertaining backyard in a modern Yates Garden home

PHOTO/LINDA ANDERSSON OF ANDSAM PHOTO 
Light-filled semi-detached home.

BY MARY G. PEPITONE   

During the holidays, espe-
cially when the kitchen is the 
apex for activity at home, sleek 
designers are creating spaces 
that really shine.  

As an open floor plan be-
comes more prevalent in 
American houses, homeown-
ers want the kitchen to reflect 
a modern aesthetic, which is 
found in the rest of the home 
and in European design, says 
Amir Ilin, director of North 
American sales for Pedini USA, 
based in Paramus, New Jersey.

“In the United States, 
kitchens that were traditional 
are moving into transitional 
styles,” he says. “A modern 
style with a clean, unadorned 
interior is moving toward the 

ultra-modern, to the point 
where the kitchen cabine-
try is like fine furniture that 
blends with other spaces in 
the home.” 

While all that glitters may 
not be gold, cool metallic ac-
cents of pewter, copper and 
rose- and champagne-gold are 
also hot in today’s contempo-
rary kitchen, Ilin says. 

“The modern movement 
with clean angles and flowing 
curves of Italian design never 
went out of style in Europe,” 
he says. “Italy brings the world 
the sleek design of the Ferrari 
and Lamborghini sports cars, 
and that same design principle 
is found in its kitchen cabine-
try and stand-alone islands.” 

Shimmery simmer

PHOTO/PEDINI USA
As open floor plans become more prevalent in American houses, homeowners want the kitchen to 
reflect a modern aesthetic, which is found in the rest of the home and in European design. The metal 
cabinetry in this kitchen island has been powder-coated a rich, enduring emerald color. SEE KITCHEN | 31
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HOMES 

Vanya and Sonja and Masha and Spike             10/21 - 11/11

Winner of the 2013 Tony 
Award for Best Play, this story 
follows middle-aged siblings, 
Vanya and Sonia, who live 
together in present day Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania in the 
only home they have ever 
known. Hilarity ensues as this 
kooky clan works out their 
differences about potentially 
selling the family home.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Outside the Box  
Europeans use frameless 

cabinet manufacturing tech-
niques, which offer greater 
accessibility to store items by 
eliminating front stiles and 
frames traditionally found in 
American kitchen cabinetry. 
Flat metal door and drawer 
fronts create a sleek, simple 
European aesthetic, which 
is treated in metallic colors, 
ranging from ultra-matte to 
high-gloss finishes. 

Ilin says many Europe-
an metal cabinets are pow-
der-coated. This is a finishing 
process in which pigments 
and resin are electrostatically 
charged and sprayed onto the 
metal during manufacturing. 
The parts to be coated are 
electrically grounded, so that 
the charged particles will ad-
here to the metal. The coat-
ed piece is then placed into a 
large commercial oven, where 
it is baked. The heat causes 
the powder to melt onto the 
surface of the designed met-
al piece, and, as it cools, the 
coating becomes a durable 
finish. 

Items can be powder-coat-
ed virtually any color, with 
any finish, ranging from 
matte to glossy. Curved cabi-
netry or kitchen islands with 
lines that are reminiscent of a 
high-end sports car are a cus-
tom-made design that can re-
ally get a homeowner’s motor 
running.  

Space to Spare
Today’s thoroughly mod-

ern mantra in the kitchen is 
echoed throughout the entire 
home. 

“The idea that the kitchen 
is an intricate part of a home’s 
design has never left the Eu-
ropean sensibility,” Ilin says. 
“Generally, many kitchens in 
America have been construct-
ed so that every square inch 
of space is utilized, which can 
lead to a boxy cabinet design 
that is cut off from the rest of 
the home.”  

But homeowners don’t 
have to undergo a total re-
model or spend a golden egg to 
enjoy the custom-made ben-
efits of a modern European 
kitchen redo, Ilin says.

“Even the simple use of 
open shelving on walls, as op-
posed to having wall-to-wall 
cabinets, does a lot for a kitch-
en design,” he says. “In a mod-
ern design, it is about creating 
a balance in the space — what 
you have in place is as import-
ant as the uncluttered space 
that surrounds the pieces you 
have.” 

High-end appliances with 
built-in cooktops, ovens and 
cabinet-clad refrigerators ex-
tend the modern Epicurean 
illusion. Under-the-counter 
refrigerator drawers and cus-
tomized shelving that rolls out 
for greater accessibility keep 
clutter out of sight and func-
tionality top of the mind.

Epicurean Environment 
The overall modern kitch-

en style is uncluttered and 
contemporary. But by incor-
porating natural elements 
into an otherwise austere at-
mosphere — wood, stone and 
natural light — a warm, inti-
mate feeling can be achieved. 

Ilin says porcelain is one 
of the most popular counter-

tops in today’s European-style 
kitchen, which can be fabri-
cated in all shapes and sizes, 
without the ongoing mainte-
nance of sealing stone. 

Another popular choice 
is quartz countertops, also 
known as engineered stone, 
which is a manufactured 
surface comprised mostly of 
quartz. The remaining ingre-
dients include high-perfor-
mance polymers, resins and 
pigments that are colorized 
for a monochromatic look or 
made to mimic natural stone 
or concrete surfaces. Both 
quartz and porcelain are 
nonporous, waterproof and 
stain-, heat- and scratch-re-
sistant countertop choices. 

If possible, keep windows 
bare or have window treat-
ments installed so outdoor 
views are unobstructed. An-
other bright tip is to install 
unadorned, almost-industrial 
light fixtures — whether over 
the kitchen island or the din-
ing table — to illuminate and 
accentuate this simply sophis-
ticated style. 

“The kitchen is the last 
room in the home where ev-
eryone still congregates to-
gether,” Ilin says. “Today’s 
modern kitchen should reflect 
your sense of style and not be 
a cookie-cutter design.” 

Curved 
cabinetry 
or islands 
with lines 
that are 
reminis-
cent of a 
high-end 
sports car 
are a cus-
tom-made 
design 
that can 
really get 
a home-
owner’s 
motor 
running 
in a Euro-
pean-in-
spired 
kitchen. 

PHOTO/ 
PEDINI USA  
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Rental

See pictures and f loor plans at  
w w w.partnersinrealestate.com

7209 MARINE DRIVE 
Alexandria, VA 22307 - $819,000

7215 MARINE DRIVE 
Alexandria, VA 22307 - $3,600 per month

• Steps to Metro • 5 BRs, 3 BAs • Hardwoods • Family Room off 
Kitchen • 3 Fireplaces • Huge Rec Room • Oversized 2-Car Gar.  

• Patio • Fenced Rear • Security System 

Open

PARTNERS IN REAL ESTATE

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713 

www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

• Great Curb Appeal w/Brick Paver Driveway • Wooded, Private  
Rear Landscape • 4 BRs • 2.5 BAs • Expansive Center Hall w/Sectional 

Staircase • Designer Granite & Stainless Kitchen • Generous  
Formal Rooms • Hardwoods • Family Room  w/Built-ins & Sound 

System • 2 Walk-in Storage Areas
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CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 3

FIRST FRIDAY: DANCES 
AROUND THE WORLD This First 
Friday event is themed “Dances 
Around the World,” which will feature 
several international styles of dance. 
Featured dance groups are the Boyle 
School of Irish Dance, the Ethio-Amer-
ican Eskista Dance Group, the Fairfax 
Chinese Dance Troupe and Royal 
Scottish Country Dancers. A meet and 
greet with light refreshments begins at 
6 p.m. and the event program begins 
at 6:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by 
the city’s Office of the Arts.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Dr. Oswald Durant Memori-
al Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Information: https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/Arts 

ART ON TAP Craft beers from local 
breweries have been artfully paired 
with a work of art from an Art League 
instructor. Local restaurants have 
chosen a brew/artwork coupling to 
serve as their muse to create the per-
fect complementary appetizer. Enjoy 
the brew, bite and artwork trifecta on 
Nov. 3 at The Art League’s Art on Tap 
event. Sample the creative combina-
tions while drinking from a take-home 
Art on Tap beer tasting glass, and 
then vote for your favorite at the end 
of the event. Tickets cost $45.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Art League Inc., 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: https://www.
theartleague.org/

NOVEMBER 4

ST. RITA 5K One of the longest-run-
ning races in Northern Virginia returns 
for its 14th year. The certified and 
timed 5K begins at 8:30 a.m. and the 
all-ages 1K fun run starts at 8 a.m. 
Walkers and strollers are welcome. 
All runners will receive swag bags 
and t-shirts and top finishers have a 
chance to win more than $1,000 in 
cash and gift prizes. On-site registra-
tion is available.
Time: 8 to 9:15 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: https://runsignup.com/
strita5k

TOUR DE MOUNT VERNON 
Mount Vernon District Supervisor Dan 
Storck invites you to join him for this 
second annual community bike ride 
starting and ending at the historic 
Fort Hunt Park. The Tour de Mount 
Vernon will bring cyclists on a 35-mile 
ride on paved trails. Grab your bike 
and your friends to ride this scenic 
route, enjoy the outdoors and explore 
the Mount Vernon area.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Workhouse Arts Center, 
2511 Parkers Lane
Information: http://www.workhou-
searts.org/event/2nd-annual-tour-de-
mount-vernon/

FILM AND DISCUSSION: 
“AGAINST ALL ODDS” During 
this 60-minute film, former New York 
Times op-ed columnist Bob Herbert 
connects the dots of American history 
to reveal how injustices, from reduced 
educational opportunity and the 
inequitable application of the GI bill 
to housing segregation, converged 
to systematically limit the ability of 
black people to ascent through the 

traditional route of home ownership 
and its effect on black families from 
generation to generation. Following 
the film Ivan Brown, owner of Ivan 
Brown Realty and past president of 
the Washington D.C. chapter of the 
National Association of Real Estate 
Brokers (NAREB), adds a realtor’s 
historical view on past laws and cus-
toms and today’s struggle for housing. 
NAREB was founded in 1947 when 
blacks were not allowed to join similar 
white associations. This event is free 
to the public.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

NOVEMBER 5

ANNUAL DEL RAY HALLOWEEN 
PARADE After being postponed due 
to rain on Oct. 29, one of Del Ray’s 
favorite traditions  will return on Nov. 
5 for its 21st year. This free event 
includes awards for best costumes 
and best decorated homes and busi-
nesses, goodie bags for kids and fall-
themed refreshments like hot dogs, 
apple cider and cookies. Mars Rodeo 
will be providing live entertainment 
and children can take part in Goblin 
Games and activities.
Time: 2 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: http://www.visitdelray.
com/halloween

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP Join 
the AR Workshop Alexandria for a holi-
day card-themed watercolor class with 
local artist Mary DeStefano of Mabel 
Art & Design. This beginners class will 
introduce basic watercolor painting 

techniques, such as paper prepa-
ration, painting tips and basic color 
theory. DeStefano will demonstrate 
how to paint a cocktail card and then 
attendees will be able to paint their 
own. At the end of the class, you’ll 
have a holiday-themed painted cock-
tail card to take home. Admission to 
the event costs $65, with art supplies 
and mimosas included.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: AR Workshop Alexandria, 
107 N. Fairfax St.
Information: https://arworkshop.
com/alexandria/events/mabel-art-de-
sign/

NOVEMBER 9 – 12

ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL 
The 11th annual Alexandria Film 
Festival returns to feature indepen-
dent films from around the world. The 
event will provide nearly 50 cost-free 
and ticketed programs throughout 
four days. The film festival will wel-
come filmmakers, actors, musicians, 
technicians and artists to the event. 
Attendees are welcomed to meet spe-
cial guests, share ideas and discuss 
their love of film. Screenings will be 
held at the Alexandria Beatley Library 
and the AMC Hoffman Theaters. 
Time: Ongoing event
Location: Alexandria Beatley Library, 
5005 Duke St., and AMC Hoffman 
Theaters, 206 Swamp Fox Road
Information: http://alexfilmfest.com/
annualfestival/

NOVEMBER 10

FRIDAY EVENING CHAMBER 
CONCERT The Symphony Orchestra 
of Northern Virginia, in collaboration 
with the Office of the Arts, will host 
a series of Friday Evening Chamber 
Concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Durant Arts Center. Treat yourself to 
some of the best chamber music the 
region has to offer, at an affordable 
price, in a convenient location. 
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St. 
Information: http://bit.ly/2vSKXRd

NOVEMBER 11

FORT HUNT KIDS’ MARKET 
The Fort Hunt Kids’ Market features 
high-quality used and consigned 
infants’, children’s and maternity gear. 
Items include clothes, toys, books and 
furniture. Local vendors specializing in 
children’s items will also be at the sale.
Time: 8 a.m. to noon
Location: Hollin Hall, 1909 Windmill 
Lane
Information: www.FortHuntPreschool.
com

CARLYLE PURGE: DUMP YOUR 
JUNK EVENT The Carlyle communi-
ty is invited to dump your junk during 
this morning event. Purge partners 
Shred It and College Hunks Hauling 
Junk will be on site to shred old 
documents, collect household goods, 
electronics and more.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon

Location: John Carlyle Square Park, 
300 John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/car-
lylefun 

SOLDIER-LED TOUR In honor of 
Veterans’ Day, an interpreter portraying 
a Union Army veteran will reminisce 
about his military service at Fort Ward 
during the Civil War, while conducting a 
tour of the historic fort. Attendees will 
also learn about the role of Civil War 
veterans organizations. This program 
is weather-dependent. 
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

WINTER INTEREST IN THE 
GARDEN Part of a series organized 
by the Alexandria Beautification Com-
mission and the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension, this entry in the program 
will focus on reviewing your garden’s 
successes last year and ways to 
improve in the coming year, as well as 
a discussion on woody winter plans to 
keep your garden alive this winter
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/season-review-win-
ter-interest-in-the-garden-tick-
ets-38836651470 

VETERANS BALL Raise a glass to 
freedom and toast our Revolutionary 
War veterans at the Veterans Ball. En-
joy live music, English country danc-
ing, a cash bar, a dessert collation, 
and a special recognition of veteran 
service. Attendees are welcome to 
dress in 1780s period attire (military 
or civilian) or cocktail attire. Tickets 
are $45 per person and advance 
reservations are required.
Time: 8 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alexandria-
va.gov/events.aspx

NOVEMBER 12

CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS 
MARKET Come visit the Christ 
Church Christmas Market. A large 
selection of Christmas merchandise, 
cards, jewelry, scarves, food and 
many other gifts will be available 
for purchase. Enjoy a taste of our 
delicious jams, jellies, dips, nuts and 
soups while you shop.  All profits go to 
local and international charities.
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Christ Church Gift Shop, 
121 N. Columbus St.
Information: http://www.historic-
christchurch.org/about-us/gift-shop

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR Apoth-
ecaries didn’t just serve humans 
– they served the animal population 
too. This specialized guided tour 
will focus on medicines used to 
treat animals like horses and dogs, 
drawing from the museum’s extensive 
archives and collection of original 

We create thriving neighborhoods in Alexandria by revitalizing 
community spaces, enhancing schools, and creating and 
maintaining affordable housing for low-income families and 
individuals. Since 1986, 24,000 volunteers have worked on 
2,000+ projects, investing 
$7.5 million worth of in-kind 
value into our community.

REBUILD. 
REVITALIZE.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org    703.836.1021

703.370.3737

Proudly Supported By
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Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

ingredients.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothe-
cary Museum, 105 to 107 Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

NOVEMBER 18

VIRGINIA CIDER FESTIVAL Enjoy 
a selection of ciders from more than 
12 Virginia cideries. A ticket includes 
eight tastings, a souvenir glass, live 
music and fun fall activities. Food 
trucks are available. Additional 
tasting tickets and special tasting 
lectures available for purchase onsite. 
Dress for the weather – this event is 
outdoors. Tickets are $45. 
Time: 2 to 6 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM 
BUS This special African-American 

history tour begins at Mount Vernon 
with a viewing of new exhibition 
“Lives Bound Together,” which details 
slavery on George Washington’s 
plantation. Curators of the exhibit will 
lead the tour. Visitors will then walk 
to Mount Vernon’s slave cemetery for 
a site talk with archaeologists. After 
lunch, guests will board a bus to visit 
Gum Springs, a historic African-Amer-
ican community, and Freedmen Cem-
etery Memorial, the burial ground for 
more than 1,700 escaped slaves. The 
tour will conclude at Mount Vernon 
at 4 p.m. The event will be held rain 
or shine. A ticket costs $50 and will 
include box lunch and bus transport.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Highway, 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121
Information: 703-746-4554

THE STORY OF PIE Pie is an 
American tradition and the history of 
pie is rich in flavor. Pies of all kinds 
have been around for thousands 
of years and have been adapted to 

every culture. Debbie Waugh of Green 
Springs Garden shows the story of 
pie from medieval times to today. 
Naturally, a pie and coffee reception 
will follow. The event costs $15 in 
advance and $20 at the door.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Muse-
um & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: http://www.leefendall-
house.org/

NOVEMBER 24

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY 
This annual city event will start off 
the holiday season with the lighting 
of the city tree and a program that 
includes a welcome by the Town Crier, 
Mayor Allison Silberberg and other 
city officials, as well as a visit from 
Santa and holiday performances for 
residents and visitors. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St. 
Information: 703-746-4343

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Church’s story.
The first committee will 

consider options for re-
locating the plaques. The 
second will explore ways to 
“better define” how Christ 
Church tells its story, in-
cluding the story of famous 
parishioners that include 
not just Washington and 

Lee, but also figures like 
David Griffith, Armistead 
Boothe, Sallie Stuart and 
Henry and Trudye Fowler. 
The third will explore lo-
cations to “tell our story 
across the entire campus.” 
All three committees are 
slated to launch in January 
2018, and the committee 
dealing with the relocation 
of plaques will recommend 

a course of action by April 
15, 2018. 

The newsletter said the 
plaques wouldn’t be re-
moved to a storage area, 
but, rather, to a “place of 
respectful [prominence], 
where they will be fully 
visible to parishioners and 
tourists alike.” 

The work of the com-
mittees, the email said, will 

result in a recommendation 
to the vestry for “changes to 
how we interpret our histo-
ry across the campus, which 
could include a museum or 
interpretive center.” 

Though York-Simmons 
did not elaborate on the 
process, she said the com-
munity would be eagerly 
moving forward.

“We’re looking forward  

to finding ways we can ex-
pand on that history, con-
tinuing to honor the leg-
acy of Christ Church that 
it’s held for 244 years,” 
York-Simmons said. “We 
want to show it in a context 
that is full and open and 
available to anyone who’s 
interested in finding it.”

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
I recently read that the Rev. Dr. No-

elle York-Simmons and the vestry of his-
toric Christ Church decided to take the 
plaques representing George Washing-
ton and Robert E. Lee down inside their 
house of worship. I was seriously dis-
turbed by this news, especially because 
this editing process involves Washing-
ton, who helped found the church and 
helped pay for the pew that bears his 
name. He is one of our founding fathers 
and our first president. His image is on 
two pieces of U.S. currency and his name 
and image are spread throughout our 
beautiful country. It is because of him, 
and our other founding fathers, that we 
have churches here in America that we 
are free to worship in. 

The decision to remove his plaque not 
only deprives future visitors and gen-
erations from gaining the knowledge of 
the church’s, and our country’s, histo-
ry, but it sends the message that George 
Washington is a villain, unacceptable to 
honor. It also creates a domino effect by 

causing others to demand more historical 
articles’ removal from public sight. This 
decision causes me personal turmoil and 
anguish for the future of our country.

I want to ask: do the leaders of Christ 
Church condone teaching others to fear 
our history? How can anyone be afraid of 
a plaque that states that one of the coun-
try’s founders worshipped in that church 
more than 200 years ago? It should be 
an honor and a privilege to acknowledge 
that this brave man, who risked his life 
to fight for the founding of our country, 
prayed for guidance in that very pew.

I personally see these types of at-
tacks on our historical artifacts as a way 
to discredit the grandeur and freedoms 
of our country. This ultimately, and un-
fortunately, feeds the hopes, by some, 
of rewriting the original founding doc-
uments that afford us the freedoms we 
were born with. These efforts to re-
write history come under the guise of  
political-correctness and the fight 

George Washington should 
be honored, not vilified

Careful readers have likely noticed that the Times has run a num-
ber of feature stories in recent months about local institutions cel-
ebrating significant milestones. Nonprofits, restaurants, shops and 
schools have all been lauded for their longevity and accomplishments.

While a cynic might grumble that any entity still in business is 
going to mark an anniversary each year, we think it’s important to 
highlight significant milestone markers – now more than ever. Here’s 
why:

– Longevity is a real accomplishment. Nonprofits and busi-
nesses struggle for survival during economic downturns. Technology 
and trends mean that constant innovation is necessary for survival; 
today’s hot restaurant could be tomorrow’s has-been unless the pro-
prietors keep the concept fresh.

It takes courage to start a business, nonprofit or school. There’s 
often years of treading water before the concept fully takes root and 
the entity takes off. St. Paul’s Nursery and Day School, spotlighted on 
page 1 of this week’s Alexandria Times, is an example of this. After 
three years, the school only had 12 students. But 67 years later it’s at 
maximum capacity with 60 students  – and has been for years.

Long-term survival in the business or nonprofit world means hir-
ing the right people, and then when they leave, hiring the new right 
people. Going from startup to established to community institution 
requires an ongoing investment of time and money. 

– Longstanding institutions build community. As an entity 
rides out the tough early years, grows during its adolescence and be-
comes entrenched, wonderful things happen. Multiple generations of 
families identify with and benefit from the institution, such as the 
Nelson E. Greene family at the Departmental Progressive Club. The 
club recently celebrated its 90th anniversary (see page 1 of the Sept. 
28 Times). A nonprofit like Community Lodgings, which recently 
marked 30 years, (see page 1 of the Aug. 17 Times) helps build com-
munity by working with entire families on housing, education and 
employment.

– Our city and society need unifying pillars. As symbols that 
used to unify us – from the American flag to George Washington – 
have at least partially lost their ability to unite, we desperately need 
reinforcements. That can most easily happen at the local level.

We can rally around our schools, and the longstanding bonds 
with classmates and teachers that endure, such as those recently 
celebrated at Francis C. Hammond, where graduates of the former 
high school gathered to commemorate the 50th anniversary of their 
graduation (see page 7). Establishments like the Evening Star, which 
just had a bash for its 20th birthday, (see page 1, Oct. 26 Alexandria 
Times) also bring people together because they decide from the start 
to play an integral role in their neighborhood rather than to just sell 
food and drink.

So, when groups of people gather together to honor the Depart-
mental Progressive Club’s 90-year history of being a safe haven for 
and an incubator of several generations of black leaders in Alexan-
dria, that history and those accomplishments are reaffirmed.

When patrons gather to mark a milestone at Evening Star or at 
Chadwick’s, which is about to celebrate 50 years in business, the 
communities of Del Ray and Old Town become just a bit stronger. 

Look for more articles about anniversary celebrations on these 
pages. Each business, nonprofit or school has a unique story of going 
from vision to reality. We love to tell their tales of success. 

Tales of success are  
entertaining – and unifying
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Filling in the Blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

It is a tragic reality of our times that 
there is a chance any one of us could 
encounter a dangerous situation any 
place and any time. People gathered 
to enjoy a concert, a baseball game or 
going to work or school can find them-
selves suddenly in the midst 
of a violent encounter. 

Alexandria City Public 
Schools has always made 
the safety of its students, 
staff and visitors a top pri-
ority, but recognizing these 
growing risks, the division is 
engaging this year in a shift 
in addressing emergency sit-
uations. These changes build 
on the strong framework and systems 
already in place, while incorporating 
the latest research on the best practic-
es for these types of incidents. 

The changes fall into two broad 
categories: communications to the 
community regarding emergency sit-
uations, and training in our school 
buildings for how to react. 

When the threat is inside the 
school building, the situation will be 
described as a “lockdown.” The term 
lockdown will only be used when a vio-
lent intruder is inside the building. 

Previously, a lockdown required 
that doors be closed, the blinds pulled, 
lights turned off and that students sit 
facing a wall away from windows. These 
procedures came out of the drive-by 
incidents in the 1980s and, although 
they worked for the types of incidents 
that were common at that time, there 
are sometimes better actions that can 
be taken in the types of incidents we 
are more likely to face today.

Research into violent encounters 
has shown that when those at the scene 
are empowered to take actions appro-
priate to the situation, fewer lives are 
lost. The new procedures will empow-
er staff and students to choose oth-
er options during a lockdown. These 
may include evacuating the building, 
barricading doors or distracting a vi-
olent intruder. Students and staff will 

receive additional training and drills 
on these new options for lockdown sit-
uations.

In sending out communications to 
our community regarding emergency 
situations, we will also use updated 

terminology, adopted in fed-
eral emergency guidelines, 
to indicate the nature of the 
threat.

When the threat is out-
side the school building, the 
situation will be described as 
“secure the building.” This 
was previously referred to as 
a “lock-in” and throughout 
this year both “secure the 

building” and “lock-in” will be used, 
with “lock-in” ultimately phased out. 
The term “secure the building” more 
accurately describes the situation — 
that there is no current danger inside 
the building, and in order to keep peo-
ple in the building away from harm, 
the protocols for “secure the building” 
are in effect. 

Should a “secure the building” situ-
ation develop as students are in transit 
to or from school, appropriate mea-
sures will be taken based on the cir-
cumstances to get and keep students 
at a secure location. Phasing out the 
phrase “lock-in” will help avoid con-
fusion between threats inside versus 
outside the building.

None of us like to contemplate 
these situations occurring at any of 
our schools, but it is our responsibility 
to prepare ourselves with the best tools 
and training possible. We hope that it 
will never have to be used, but we are 
also glad that the training and drills 
that our students will receive will be 
life skills that they can practice and use 
long after they have left our schools.

If you would like more information 
about these new procedures, please vis-
it the ACPS website for the FAQ on this 
topic: www.acps.k12.va.us/Page/2060

The writer is chair of the  
Alexandria City School Board.

Being fully prepared is a 
top priority

RAMEE GENTRY

To the editor:
I frequently express my con-

cerns about the questionable 
decisions and actions of the Al-
exandria City Council, but I am 
by no means a solitary voice in 
these matters. I would like to 
bring attention to three recent 
Alexandria Times editorials, and 
three citizen comments concern-
ing Alexandria’s governance. 
The editorials are as follows: 
“Planning commission goes 
rogue,” Sept. 21, 2017; “It’s time 
for an Alexandria ombudsman,” 
Sept. 28, 2017; and “Potomac 
Yard small area plan fiasco was 
avoidable,” Oct. 19, 2017.

Lest one thinks that the ed-
itors of the Times are the only 
ones to express opinions about 
the governance of Alexandria, 
several citizens also have echoed 
my concerns in letters to the ed-
itor of this newspaper.  In “Con-
flict of interest and account-
ability,” Oct. 6, 2017, Dick Platt 
questioned whether or not rogue 
behavior was restricted to the 
planning commission only, and 
wondered why we did not already 
have an Ombudsman. 

Although not asking for an 
ombudsman per se, in “Govern-
ment ethics is about institution-
al integrity,” Oct. 13, 2017, Frank 
Shafroth — who was a former 
member of the Alexandria ad hoc 
ethics committee — expressed a 
wish for an individual to be ap-
pointed who would oversee eth-
ics, stating that “a local govern-
ment does not thrive when there 
is a lack of trust in those who gov-
ern it.” He is director of the Cen-
ter for State and Local Leadership 
at George Mason University.  

In “Ombudsman needed as 
arbiter of development review 
issues,” Oct. 26, 2017, Daniel 
Straub also concurs with the rec-
ommendation to consider an om-
budsman, noting the adversarial 
planning climate and the lack of 
working on behalf of the public 
good. 

He indicated that this is like-

ly due to the city’s “focus on de-
velopment and growth,” stating 
that “the pressures on planners 
to help move projects on a fast 
track makes them subject to eth-
ical issues and possible violations 
of their own code of ethics.”  Mr. 
Straub also mentioned the Oct. 
3, 2017 planning commission 
meeting that was very upsetting 
to Potomac Yard residents, who 
had faith in the previous agreed-
to Small Area plans, but were 
advised that changes were to be 
expected.  

In addition to being in favor 
of an Ombudsman, I also wish to 
note that the Potomac Yard resi-
dents were treated very shabbily. 
All six council members voted to 
indiscriminately alter the long 
standing small area plan to the 
detriment of the current local 
residents in Potomac Yard. As 
a result, the number of condos 
increased from 36 to 138 while 
simultaneously increasing the 
height of these structures from 
55 to 70 feet. 

This is in violation of the pre-
viously legislated small area plan, 
and in the process, it gives very 
little back to the public in return. 
This action begs the question of 
the need for small area plans, 
if they can be so easily altered. 
Also, what is proffered in return 
for the diminution of the neigh-
borhood? Who stands to gain be-
sides the developer? The council 
should never have been complicit 
in approving this project, since 
they are elected by the citizens to 
represent the best interests of the 
citizens and not the developers.  

This latest episode is the ic-
ing on the bad actor cake, and 
it should be a gigantic wake up 
call to all Alexandria residents 
that they are in need of an entire 
new slate of city council members 
next November. This is the only 
way that this utter lack of respect 
toward the citizenry and this chi-
canery will end. 

-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,
Alexandria

It’s time to elect an 
all-new city council
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To the editor:
If you haven’t heard by 

now, we live and work near 
Richard Spencer and his Na-
tional Policy Institute, an 
organization that has been 
around a while, but only re-
cently moved to Alexandria.  
He espouses white suprema-
cy and ethnic cleansing. 

His group is supposedly a 
think tank and puts out pa-
pers like the “The State of 
White America” released in 
2007.  In the report it says 
that Brown vs. the Board of 
Education, the Civil Rights 
Act and busing were some 
of the worst decisions ever. 
Their offices are on the sec-
ond and third floor of 1001 
Cameron St. above Bluprint 
Chocolatiers, which has no 
association with Richard 
Spencer, and whose business 
has been disrupted by this 
new neighbor. Please support 
them. The landlord of the 
property also did not know 
any background on Richard 
Spencer when they leased the 
space to them. 

Spencer’s followers told 
me personally that they were 
in Charlottesville carrying 
torches, and that the victim 
of violence, Heather Heyer, 
died of a heart attack, not as 
a result of a car ramming into 
her, which is a total fabrica-
tion. You cannot claim to be 
something else and march 
with Nazi and Confederate 
flags reminiscent of Nazi 
Rallies: 

“It perfectly suited Nazi 
propagandists, who used 
torchlit parades and rallies 
to attract Germans, especial-
ly youth, to the Nazi move-
ment” according to the Unit-
ed States Holocaust Museum. 

They were also used for 
intimidation by the Klu Klux 
Klan.

 “Torches became a con-
sistently described part of 
the Klan’s early parades and 

use of visual intimidation. 
They would continue to be 
a terrifying feature of the 
organization when it re-
emerged in the early 20th 
century,” according to Forbes 
magazine.  

I cannot tell you how 
strongly I disagree with this 
group’s purpose and goals. 
On one hand they seek atten-
tion, and so ignoring them 
can be one strategy, but that 
also implies that it is OK to 
stay ignorant of their pur-
pose and their presence.  I am 
not at the vanguard of efforts 
to expose these misguided 
young men, but after hav-
ing two personal encounters 
with members of the orga-
nization, including Spencer 
himself, I am determined to 
act. 

In “Homage to Catalonia,” 
George Orwell said he had to 
go to Spain because “Noth-
ing’s going to change unless 
we do something to change 
it.” Spencer never goes any-
where without bodyguards, 
and when he approaches a 
protest, his followers sur-
round him. The purpose is to 
intimidate people. They re-
mind me of playground bul-
lies I encountered when I was 
young. Their only strength 
is in numbers. If they want 
to attempt to intimidate me 
or anyone else they have ap-
proached the wrong neighbor.  

I am not intimidated 
and I now plan to disrupt 
them at every opportunity.  
When they told me that they 
planned to be here for a long 
time and recruit more people 
like them that only fuels my 
determination to act untill 
they are gone and discred-
ited.  Let’s show them they 
picked the wrong town, the 
wrong state and the wrong 
country to espouse their ide-
ology.

-Boyd Walker, 
Alexandria

What you need to know 
about Richard Spencer To the editor:

Last month, I announced 
my candidacy for the Dem-
ocratic nomination for the 
Alexandria City Council in 
2018. I’m running because 
Alexandria must address 
important challenges to 
ensure our community re-
mains strong. To do that, 
we need bold leadership to 
empower Alexandria. 

Empowering Alexan-
dria is about the type of 
leadership I want to bring 
to the city. That style is 
visionary, collaborative, 
community-based, results 
focused, transparent and 
innovative. Those are es-
sential qualities we need to 
address the issues we face 
today.

For almost 15 years, 
I’ve dedicated myself to 
giving back to Alexandria, 
living and supporting val-
ues I know we all share. 
I’ve worked to elect Dem-
ocrats as the chair of the 
Alexandria Democratic 
Committee. I successfully 
advocated for park and de-
velopment improvements 
as a two-term president of 
the Cameron Station Civ-
ic Association. I’ve found 
ways to improve our city’s 
budget as chair of the 
Budget and Fiscal Affairs 
Advisory Committee. I’ve 
supported our small busi-

ness community and recog-
nized the next generation 
of civic leaders as chair of 
the Alexandria Chamber of 
Commerce. And I’ve helped 
to end veteran homeless-
ness in Alexandria as board 
president of New Hope 
Housing, an organization 
dedicated to ending home-
lessness throughout North-
ern Virginia. 

As a leader of these or-
ganizations, I’ve focused 
on taking on big challenges, 
looking to the future and 
achieving results in pursuit 
of our shared values — the 
values of working togeth-
er, and for one another, as 
a community. These values 
empower all of us. 

The issues before us are 
great. After years of un-
derinvestment in our city’s 
infrastructure, the bill has 
now come due. We have a 
growing school popula-
tion that shows no signs 
of slowing, driving capac-
ity constraints that must 
be met with urgency. Our 
transportation bill to Met-
ro grows daily. 

We have lost competitive 
momentum to many of our 
neighboring jurisdictions 
as they open their doors to 
new businesses, losing out 
on vital tax revenues that 
could otherwise support 
investment in our commu-

nity. We have cut our com-
munity services year after 
year, hoping nobody will 
notice. And like many cities 
across the country, we face 
the daunting task of pro-
viding affordable housing 
to all our residents. These 
are just a few of the many 
difficult challenges we 
must face together.

Over the next few 
months, I will reach out 
across the community to 
have a conversation about 
how we can take on big 
challenges together. We 
will talk about economic 
sustainability. We will talk 
about how to educate the 
next generation of Alexan-
drians. And we’ll talk about 
how to drive innovation in 
our government processes 
and civic discourse. 

I believe in the future 
of this city and I’m ready 
to fight for it. Together, we 
will empower Alexandria — 
for ourselves, for our kids 
and for the city we want to 
be. I hope you will join me 
in this important journey. 

For more on my cam-
paign, visit www.empow-
eralx.com and follow the 
campaign on Twitter @em-
poweralx and Facebook at 
fb.me/empoweralx.

-Dak Hardwick
Candidate for  

Alexandria City Council

Alexandria needs bold leadership

against racism. 
Our family loves visiting 

historical sites and beautiful 
houses of worship all over 
the country. I myself was a 
tour guide at an historical 
site for several years. We will 
not be visiting Christ Church 
if these plaques are removed, 
for that would effectively re-
move the truth and the his-
tory of that house of worship 
and our country. 

-Jessica Dieckman,
 New York

To the editor:
I hope that city of-

ficials exercise some 
practical thinking in re-
naming Jefferson Davis 
Highway to something 
less likely to cause of-
fense, such as Alexandria 
Highway or Arlington Al-
exandria highway or even 
just Route 1.  This way, 

when the next PC cleanse 
comes, we will not have 
to deal with the removal 
of the newest Un-person’s 
name.  After all, if George 
Washington’s name can 
be removed from Christ 
Church, then no one can 
escape.  

-Michael Ford,
Alexandria

Removing Washington 
sets a precedent

HONOR FROM | 34
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This Week 
Should Christ Church relocate its George 
Washington and Robert E. Lee plaques?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Just the George Washington plaque
d) Just the Robert E. Lee plaque

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Do you think there’s too much parking in 
Alexandria?
Yes: 12%  
No: 73%
Everywhere but Del Ray: 5%
Everywhere but Old Town: 10%

When Charles Magnus ar-
rived in America soon after 
the German Revolution of 
1848, he settled in New York, 
where he quickly enhanced 
his skills as a map-maker 
and illustrator. The quality 
and accuracy of his work was 
second to none and although 
he had a small workshop, he 
soon became known as one 
of that city’s finest lithogra-
phers. Magnus was obsessed 
with detail to an almost fa-
natical degree, and when he 
began to prepare views of 
American cities from an el-
evated perspective, which he 
labelled “Bird’s Eye” views, 
no physical element was too 
small to be overlooked by his 
keen eye. 

The intricacies involved 
with his level of detail is 
nothing short of amazing, as 
he could include not just the 
accurate shape and scale of 
individual city buildings but 
also record fenestration, roof 
type, building materials and 
significant architectural and 
landscape features on spe-
cific properties. But Magnus 
was also not above exagger-
ating the artistic detail with-
in his work to support his 
personal interest and view-
point in the understanding 
of the finished product.

Despite his important ties 
to Germany and the promo-
tion of German culture in 
America, Magnus was a proud 
New Yorker and he wasted 
no opportunity to promote 
his adopted home town or 

his new country. When the 
Civil War broke out, he was 
an enthusiastic supporter of 
the Union cause and expand-
ed his art to include patriotic 
battle scenes and urban land-
scapes posed as command 
centers of the conflict.  

His magnificent 1863 
print, “Bird’s Eye view of 
Alexandria, Va.,” is an ex-
cellent example of his focus 
on the war effort and the 
Union occupation of Alex-
andria during the war years. 
At first glance, the casual 
viewer of the print will note 
what appears to be a pros-
perous Southern city in the 
mid-19th century, almost 
an exclamation point docu-
menting the triumph of civ-
ilization over the wilderness 
and surrounded by rolling 
fields and farms. Vessels 
move in all directions along 
the riverfront, and carriages 
ply city the gridded streets in 
their daily parade. 

But the idyllic scene belies 
the actual circumstances of  
Alexandria in 1863, which by 
then had been occupied by the 

Union Army for two years and 
seen more than two thirds of 
its original residents replaced 
by soldiers or Northern en-
trepreneurs and its landscape 
largely denuded. 

Only a year earlier, the 
sale of intoxicating beverag-
es had been banned in the 
city, due to the almost daily 
occurrence of murder and 
mayhem. In May, 1863, local 
authorities raided a dwelling 
at 48 N. Henry St. that was 
being used as a brothel, or-
dering four women working 
there to immediately leave 
town. Prices of even the most 
basic goods were rising ex-
ponentially, and residents 
that had not sworn an oath 
of allegiance to the United 
States were virtual prisoners 
in their homes.   

This close-up segment 
of the Magnus Alexandria 
print documents the Market 
Square area between King 
and Cameron streets. 

In the upper left-hand 
corner is the famous Mar-
shall House at South Pitt 
and King streets, with its 

huge rooftop flagpole that 
contributed to the untime-
ly deaths of Col. Elmer Ells-
worth and proprietor James 
W. Jackson. Although the 
hotel is not known to have 
had an advertising broad-
side written on its east wall, 
Magnus has provided one, 
even spacing the lettering 
to avoid being hidden by the 
gable peak next door, so that 
there is no mistaking the site 
of the first Civil War deaths 
from violence.  

On the extreme right in 
the center of the image is the 
Alexandria City Hall, cor-
rectly fronting North Royal 
Street across from the City 
Hotel where it stood un-
til its destruction by fire in 
1871. The trees to the left 
and east of City Hall are all 
that remain of the original 
1752 marketplace which has 
largely been built out with 
homes and shops towards 
King Street. The five-sto-
ry Mansion House Hotel, by 
then transformed into the 
city’s largest Union hospital, 
is shown just below City Hall. 

The careful observer will 
also note the presence of 
Union troops marching in 
formation along King Street, 
and a crowd of pedestrians 
gathered on the corner across 
from the Marshall House, 
perhaps listening to the lat-
est news from the front.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

A Civil War print  of the Union-occupied city

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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Weekly Words

43. One of many in a script
46. “Who, that lady?”
47. Let go formally, as land
49. One born in Des Moines
50. Roger who played James Bond
51. One side in a war
53. Wee pooch
54. Ice cream thickening agent
55. Place to 77-Across
56. Eunuch’s responsibility
57. Astringent and bitter
58. Seeks a court award
63. Sounded like a pig
65. It can magnify things
66. Important or vital
71. Geometry answer, often
73. Fuel for a furnace
75. Devilish
76. The Edgar who handed Charlie life?
77. Transmit

79. A step beyond anger
80. If you see these, get out of the water
81. Cause to grow very thin
82. Did more than just ask for
85. Smallish kitchen offshoot
87. Rap genre
88. Fastened, as a gate
89. More Soho-y
90. Nothing more than
91. Expels from the body
92. Woman’s over-head securer?
96. Certain Latin American dance
97. Great thing to break on a golf course
98. Cupid’s Greek cousin
100. Common sandwich filler
102. “I see your game!”
103. Sweet pastry
104. Conclusions
106. One fresh out of diapers?
108. Above, poetically

HAM IT UP By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1. Its cups support
4. A bunch of gentlemen (Abbr.)
10. Wet ordeal for a pooch
14. Deli lunch order, sometimes
17. Aircraft-related prefix
19. It allows passage in a T-shirt
21. Turkish general
22. It’s well-circulated
23. Beef patty holder
25. Thing for a rabbi to wear
27. Provide support
28. Lowly subjects
30. Thanksgiving pie variety
31. Old communications code
32. Needed a tourniquet
33. Shed tool
35. Antelope variety
36. One of the California Santas
37. Like heirs of the Beatitudes
38. Things athletes occasionally pull
40. 113-Across, in the champagne world
41. Group of like animals
42. Peruvian beast of burden
44. U.K.’s military flyers
45. Move a picture from this wall to that 
wall
47. Alligatorlike reptile
48. “Eventually ...”
52. Aussie source of low-fat meat
53. Long, tapering flag
54. “Yada-yada-yada” relative
55. First name in legendary puppeteers
58. Unanticipated or without warning
59. Substance measured in octane
60. Anguish

61. Last word of a three-word place in 
Wisconsin
62. Jeweler’s magnifying glasses
64. It has the power to turn litmus blue
67. It passes through 19-Across
68. Mine deposit
69. 8-8, e.g.
70. One’s professional calling
72. A New York Island
74. Missing ___ bureau
76. Certain nobleman’s domain
77. Be a good schusser
78. Levee up
79. Holds off, as a mosquito
80. Cause to be grounded, as a tree
83. One thing to stuff in a boot
84. “He’s ___ nowhere man” (Beatles 
lyric)
85. Eat with Mr. Fancy Pants, say
86. Nonfictional Ryan or fictional March
88. Popular morning combo
92. She’s a real deer
93. Doctors’ org.
94. “___ we all?”
95. “Gosh, Beaver”
96. Staffs, in a non-PC manner
97. Fatty nut for ice cream
99. Having a series of grooves or bands
101. Mark up, as a musical score
104. Rope to fasten a sail
105. It holds a filling
107. Civil War naval battle
109. Slithering fish
110. Obsessed by
111. Rotated around, as a planet
112. Dele’s reversal

113. All toweled off
114. Kiln for hops
115. Things in copiers
116. Predawn’s center?

DOWN
1.Nation with many, many cays
2. Onetime Safer coworker
3. Weapons buildup
4. Small shopping place
5. Unit of energy
6. Took in a scent
7. Shrill, ear-piercing cry
8. Immediately clothed after a shower, 

often
9. Slow-moving, slimy creature
10. Maryland’s Chesapeake
11. Some religious meals shared in love 

and fellowship
12. “No ___ traffic”
13. Flag symbols no more
14. Albania’s Peninsula
15. Approving, Facebook-style
16. What all the cool kids start
18. Some wraps in Japan
20. India-to-South Korea dir.
24. Find a function for
26. Elates or motivates
29. Medicine man
32. Obstacle in frigid waters
34. Country whose flag features a dagger
37. Course list
38. Quick, simple sandwich
39. Consisting of three parts
41. Non-U.S. city near Niagara Falls
42. Does more than yardwork

DEATH NOTICES
JOHN J. CHAITE (78), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 26, 
2017

MARY A. CHAMBERS (76), of Alexandria, Oct. 24, 2017

MARLENE CONNER (82), of Alexandria, Oct. 16, 2017

JACQUELYN M. JAMES (79), of Alexandria, Oct. 24, 2017

JAMES E. MILLER, of Alexandria, Sept. 20, 2017

MARY P. STIER (64), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 23, 2017
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ANTIQUES AND 

COLLECTIBLES
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUE 
MARKET. NOV 4-5 Over 600 
Booths! An AMAZING Treasure 
Hunt! SHOP FOR BARGAINS! 
Dulles Expo, Chantilly, Va 4320 
Chantilly Shop Ctr 20151. Sat 
9-6…Sun 11-5. Park free…
Adm $10. 703-378-0910 www.
thebigfleamarket.com

AUCTIONS
ACCELERATED SALE 
59,108± SF Multi-Use Building. 
Assessed: $2,622,700
Opening Offers Only 
$1,000,000. 3200 Magruder 
Blvd, Hampton, VA 23666
SALE HELD: ONSITE & ONLINE 
NOV.1, 2PM. www.motleys.com 
• (804)601-8147 VA16 EHO

ONLINE AUCTION Construc-
tion Equipment & Trucks 10/24, 
5 PM -10/31, 11 AM
Excavators, Dozers, Road 
Tractors, Loaders, Dump Trucks, 
Trailers & More!
BID ON-SITE:  3600 Deepwater 
Terminal Road, Richmond VA 
www.motleys.com • 804-232-
3300 • VAAL#16

THREE DAY ON-PREMISE 
FILM PRODUCTION AUC-
TION “MERCY STREET”-A 
Civil War Drama. November 
3-5, 2017. 2013 Maywill Street, 
Richmond, Virginia, 23230 Fur-
niture, Antiques, Accessories, 
Primitives, Over 1000 items! 
www.tilmansauction.com VAL 
#348

HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$45,000-$60,000 1st Year! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 
Veterans in Demand! Rich-
mond/Fredericksburg 877-CDS-
4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

BROWN TRUCKING – is 
looking for COMPANY DRIVERS 
and OWNER OPERATORS. Brown 
requires: CDL-A, 2 years of 
tractor trailer experience OTR 
or Regional (Multiple states) in 
the last 3 years, good MVR and 

PSP. Apply: www.driveforbrown.
com. Contact Brandon Collins. 
919-291-7616. 

LOTS AND ACREAGE
ONE DAY ONLY LAKE 
ANNA LAND LIQUIDATION, 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11—
1+ Acre Lakefront and Lake Ac-
cess Lots From Only $54,900. 
Buy Now, Build Later. (888) 
615-3610

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com     
1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
OLD & HISTORIC ALEXAN-

DRIA DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING
A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2017 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

BAR Case #2017-00344
Request for demolition at 1101 
North Washington Street
Applicant: Toll Mid-Atlantic LP, 
Inc.

BAR Case #2017-00345
Request for an informal concept 
review work session for proposed 
development at 1101 North 
Washington Street. This item is 
open for public comment.
Applicant: Toll Mid-Atlantic LP, 
Inc.

BAR Case #2017-00397
Request for alterations at 608 S 
Fairfax Street
Applicants: April Ponnuru

BAR Case #2017-00398

Request for alterations at 100 
King Street
Applicants: ARP 100 King 

BAR Case #2017-00399
Request for informal concept 
review work session for new 
construction at 2, 6 Queen & 1A 
Prince Street
Applicant: City of Alexandria

BAR Case #2017-00400
Request for alterations at 201 
Cameron Street
Applicant: Elizabeth Davey

BAR Case #2017-00401
Request for signage at 106 N Lee 
Street
Applicant: Founders Hall LLC

BAR Case #2017-00402
Request for signage and alter-
ations at 106 N Saint Asaph Street
Applicant: Salt Vault LLC

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING ON AN APPEAL OF A  

DECISION OF THE BOARD 
OF ARCHITECTURAL 

REVIEW, OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

The City of Alexandria City 
Council will hold a public 
hearing on Saturday, November 

18, 2017 at 9:30 am, in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following 
application (s):

BAR Case # 2017-00287
An appeal of the Old & Historic 
Alexandria District Board of 
Architectural Review’s (BAR) 
September 6, 2017 decision de-
nying a request for after-the-fact 
painting of unpainted masonry at 
402 S. Pitt St.
Applicant:  Amy & Paul Reed
Appellant:  Amy & Paul Reed

BAR Case # 2017-00289
An appeal of the Old & Historic 
Alexandria District Board of 
Architectural Review’s (BAR) 

September 6, 2017 decision deny-
ing a request for waiver of fence 
height at 205 N Columbus St.
Applicant:  Robert & Kathy 
Agnor
Appellant:  Robert & Kathy 
Agnor

These appeals are being held 
pursuant to Section 10-107 of the 
Zoning Ordinance for the Old 
and Historic Alexandria District 
of the City of Alexandria.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666. 

Classifieds

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023
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109 S Pitt Street

Alexandria, VA 22314      703 . 549 . 9292 
McEnearney.com

MASON BAVIN | PAT DAY | 703.338.6007 | 703.850.7934 mbavin@McEnearney.com | Patmday@aol.com

HOUSESBYDAYBAVIN.COM
ALWAYS GOING THE EXTRA MILE!

Buying, Selling or Renting? - Contact Pat & Mason 
Today for a Free Consultation and Insights into the  

Real Estate Market.

Fall Back
Reminder

Sunday, November 5, 2017
Turn your clocks back one hour


