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Bethany Sachtleben places 
first, qualifies for Olympic 
trials
BY MISSY SCHROTT

When Bethany Sachtleben reg-
istered for the Anthem Richmond 
Marathon, her priority wasn’t to 
win; it was to qualify for something 
bigger. 

With a time of two hours and 39 
minutes, though, Sachtleben not 
only met her goal of qualifying for 
the 2020 U.S. Olympic Team trials, 
she won the marathon. 

Sachtleben said she hadn’t start-
ed training for the marathon until 
about three weeks before she was 
set to run it on Nov. 11. She had been 

Alexandria woman wins 
Richmond Marathon

PHOTO/MICHAEL SCOTTSEE MARATHONER | 26

Assisted living provider 
agrees to provide two afford-
able housing units
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Sunrise Assisted Living’s planned 
Old Town facility passed its most 
significant hurdle on Nov. 18 when 
city council unanimously approved 
a development special use permit 
and changes to the Braddock Met-
ro Station Small Area Plan. Sunrise 

also agreed to add a second “auxil-
iary” unit for low-income residents 
in addition to the one unit they had 
previously agreed to provide. 

Plans for a 91-unit facility, which 
will be located on a parcel of land lo-
cated along the 400 blocks of North 
Washington and North Columbus 
streets, came before city council in 
need of the DSUP to rezone the land 

Plans for Sunrise facili-
ty in Old Town advance

SEE SUNRISE | 33

Holiday Turnover
PHOTO/WILL NICCOLLS

The 42nd annual Turkey Trot on Nov. 23.

The 
city’s an-
nual tree 

lighting 
ceremo-
ny took 

place at 
Market 
Square 
on Nov. 

24.

PHOTO/
VISIT AL-

EXANDRIA

Alexandria ended fall with a Turkey Trot in Del Ray 
and entered winter with a festive Tree Lighting ceremony 

in Old Town. For more photos, please see page 24.
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

West Lewinsville Heights – Come see 
this charming, open, home near McLean 
HS. Updated kitchen & baths, Elfa closets, 
hardwood floors. Large family room, 
basement w/rec room & additional 
bedroom. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths.

The Palisades - Recently updated home 
in fabulous location! Open kitchen w/
plenty of cabinetry, counter space & 
breakfast room adjoins family room.  
Home office w/separate entry. Walk-out 
lower level suite.  5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,295,000     MCLEAN $819,900    

SE Quadrant - Yates Garden townhouse 
loaded with light and a fabulous backyard 
for pets, dining, or entertainment. Newly 
painted & updated. Cozy wood-burning 
fireplace & wood floors. Fully finished 
basement.  2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths. 

ALEXANDRIA $775,000

Georgetown –  
Federal style 
home with 
classic charm 
and high-end 
finishings. You will 
love the fabulous 
location, private 
courtyard entrance, hardwood floors, 
designer kitchen, claw and ball tub, and 
delightful rear patio.  Located in the heart 
of everything!  4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

West Village at Shirlington - Condo 
with new HVAC, dishwasher & 
microwave. Fresh painted, laundry in 
unit, and hardwood floors throughout!  
Bonus: Den/sunroom and custom WIC 
in Master BR. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,695,000   

The Carlyle – Excellent opportunity to 
own a spacious, 1239 sq ft, condo in the 
Columbia Pike corridor. Newer washer/
dryer, wall size windows, and blinds.  
Perfect for the investor or owner who 
wants built in equity! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 

ARLINGTON $399,900     ALEXANDRIA $299,612  

Riverwood Colonial –  Coveted 
community w/river access bordered by 
Mt Vernon, the Potomac and Washington 
Woods. Complete kitchen renovation with 
custom cabinets, hardwood floors on main 
and upper levels. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $724,900 

Potomac Overlook - Enjoy your almost 
new, meticulously cared for lavishly 
finished townhouse with premium 
cabinetry, flooring, crown molding, granite 
counters.  Walk to restaurants, shopping, 
and the docks. 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

NATIONAL HARBOR $688,887  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATATInterim Superintendent 

Lois F. Berlin has appoint-
ed Mignon Anthony as the 
new chief operating officer 
for Alexandria City Public 
Schools. Anthony joins ACPS 
from Baltimore City Public 
Schools where, as executive 
director of the 21st Century 
Buildings Program, she led 
strategic and operations ef-
forts to modernize that city’s 
aging school facilities and 
accommodate current teach-
ing and learning strategies 
and environments. 

Anthony has also served 
as a member of Alexandria’s 
Joint City Schools Facilities 
Investment Task Force that 
was established in May to 
oversee the development of 
a combined city and ACPS 
Capital Improvement Pro-
gram.

Anthony is experienced 
in long-term educational fa-
cilities planning, engaging 
the community and creative 
procurement strategies. She 
is also experienced in man-
aging large-scale, multi-fac-
eted projects, including the 
relocation of the National 
Science Foundation head-
quarters, a 667,000 square 
foot, $350 million facility, 
from Arlington to Alexan-
dria.

“Ms. Anthony’s experi-

ence in facilitating the mod-
ernization of aging school fa-
cilities and in the long-term 
planning of educational fa-
cilities will be a tremendous 
asset to our school system 
as we work to address our 
increasing student capacity 
and modernization needs,” 
Berlin said. “As a member of 
the Joint City Schools Facil-
ities Investment Task Force, 
she has insight into our cur-
rent challenges and is part 
of the team that recently 
presented their recommen-
dations of priorities for the 
next nine years to the School 
Board. Her knowledge of our 
facilities prepares her to hit 
the ground running.” 

As director of new build-
ing projects for the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives between 1999 
and 2007, Anthony worked 
to establish public-private 
partnerships to support the 
development of their head-
quarters in Washington, 
D.C. and national laboratory 
research campus in Mary-
land. She has also served as 
director of business develop-
ment for Applied Research 
Associates where she over-
saw changes to the compa-
ny’s disaster management 
program in the federal sec-
tor.

As the chief operating of-
ficer, Anthony will be tasked 
with ensuring the efficiency 
and effectiveness of all ACPS 
operational elements and 
programs including build-
ing operations and manage-
ment, transportation, capi-
tal improvement, health and 
safety and food and nutri-
tion services. She will have 
personnel and budgetary 
oversight for these areas.

Anthony holds a bach-
elor’s degree in business 
management and economics 
from Philadelphia University 
and a graduate certificate in 
organizational change and 
development from American 
University in D.C.

Anthony will start in her 
new role on Jan. 17, 2018.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Interim superintendent appoints new COO

MIGNON ANTHONY

BY IOANA LUTAI

Now is the perfect time 
to prepare for a winter emer-
gency, before one happens.

Start by gathering items 
you might need to stay safe 
in your home. Make sure you 
have flashlights, batteries, 
a first aid kit, warm cloth-
ing, blankets, a radio, bot-
tled water, portable phone 
charger and non-perishable 
food such as peanut butter, 
canned tuna and crackers. 

Check your car’s tires and 
replace them if the tread is 
low. Inspect your wipers, 
lights and fluid level. Make 
sure your brakes and trans-
mission are working proper-
ly. Keep a lock de-icer in your 
house, not your car, in case 
your car door and trunk locks 
freeze. 

If you have pets, remem-
ber: if it is too cold for you, 
then it is too cold for your 
furry friends. In the winter, 
outdoor pets need a shel-

ter that protects them from 
wind, rain and snow. Make 
sure they have old rugs or 
towels for warmth. They also 
need food and fresh, not fro-
zen, water. 

The writer is Volunteer 
Alexandria emergency pre-

paredness manager. For more 
information visit VolunteerAl-

exandria.org. For questions, 
contact Ioana at emergen-

cyresponse@volunteeralex-
andria.org or 703-836-2176.

Are you ready for winter?

106 N St. Asaph Street, Old Town Alexandria   
703-664-0585  |  Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5

Time To  
CeLeBRATe!
Today through  
December 10th  
Outerwear 40-75% off

Anniversary Sale

Season your wardrobe 
with a little TSALT
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CRIME

For more on seasonal events and things  
to do in Alexandria, check out: 

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Holidays 

A

HOLIDAY

268

YEARS

IN THE

MAKING!

Alexandria Holiday Boat  
Parade of Lights

DEC 
02

Scottish Christmas 
Walk Parade

DEC 
02

Waterskiing SantaDEC 
24

First Night AlexandriaDEC 
31

A commercial robbery took place on West 
Glebe Road on the evening of Nov. 24, Alex-
andria police reported.

A suspect, who had a firearm, stole cash 
from a business in the 200 block of West 
Glebe Road, police reported just before 9 
p.m. on Nov. 24. There were no injuries as a 
result of the incident. 

Police said, at the time, a Fairfax County 
Police Department helicopter was assisting 
with Alexandria police’s investigation. 

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

Alexandria resident dies in 
Thanksgiving crash

An Alexandria resident 
died in a Fairfax County 
crash in the early hours of 
Thanksgiving morning, the 
Virginia State Police an-
nounced in a news release.

Christopher S. Padilla, 
30, of Alexandria, was trav-
eling west on I-495 in a 2013 
Honda Civic when he ran off 
the right side of the high-

way and struck the rear of a 
stopped tractor-trailer. 

The tractor-trailer, also 
traveling west, was expe-
riencing mechanical issues 
and the driver had stopped 
to inspect for any damage or 
mechanical failure. He had 
returned to the driver’s seat 
of the cab and had fastened 
his seatbelt when he felt the 

impact to the trailer. 
Virginia State Police 

were called to the scene of 
the crash at 3:36 a.m. The 
truck driver, who wasn’t 
named, wasn’t injured in 
the crash.

State police are still in-
vestigating the incident.

- aepitropoulos@ 
alextimes.com  

Commercial robbery on Jefferson Davis Highway 
The Alexandria Police 

Department reported on 
Tuesday morning that they 
were investigating a com-
mercial robbery on Jefferson 
Davis Highway.

The incident, reported 

at 9:54 a.m. on Tuesday, in-
volved a suspect brandish-
ing a firearm and stealing 
numerous phones in the 
2900 block of Jefferson Da-
vis Highway, according to a 
news release. There were no 

injuries as a result of the in-
cident.

It’s unclear whether the 
suspect has been appre-
hended.

- aepitropoulos@ 
alextimes.com 

Assault, car theft 
in North Old Town

Alexandria police are investigating a re-
port of a physical assault and car theft in 
North Old Town on Sunday night.

The incident, which took place in the 900 
block of North Henry Street, resulted in mi-
nor injuries for an unnamed victim. Police 
reported the incident at 9:32 p.m. on Sunday 
evening.

It’s unclear whether police have appre-
hended a suspect at this time.

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

Commercial robbery 
on West Glebe Road

Grades K-8  coed

Join us for an 
Open House 

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301

www.acdsnet.org
703.837.1303Community Minded    

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Balanced

 Dec. 6th 6:30 pm
 Jan. 9th 6:30 pm
or walk-in any Wednesday 
between 8:30-10:30 am
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

BRANDYWINE LIVING

because there are still races to run

Brandywine resident since 2016
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You have helped us serve our city’s 
most vulnerable citizens for 30 years

Thank you, Alexandria!

Just look at your impact:
• Nearly 4,000 youth served in our 

youth education programs
• 220 families graduated from transi-
tional housing and live independently
• 112 low-income Alexandrians live 

in our affordable housing

Help us help others:
Visit us at http://communitylodgings.org to make 
a holiday donation, volunteer, and discover other 

ways to get involved

SAVE THE DATE
Join us at our 30 Year Anniversary Pearl Gala

Saturday, February 17, 2018
Belle Haven Country Club

Former teacher joins 
two other newcomers 
in Democratic primary
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Amy Jackson, a former 
Fairfax County teacher and 
longtime Alexandria res-
ident, is the latest to an-
nounce her candidacy for city 
council.

Jackson filed to run for 
council as a Democrat on 
Nov. 14 and is hosting her 
official campaign kickoff on 
Jan. 6. She was raised in Al-
exandria, graduated from 
T.C. Williams High School 
and is currently a resident of 
the Seminary Hill neighbor-
hood. 

Although she hasn’t pre-
viously held public office, 
she has served on the board 
of the city’s Commission for 
Women, the Fund for Alexan-
dria’s Child and The Scholar-
ship Fund of Alexandria. She 
said she considered running 
for council as the next step 
for her. 

“I grew up here and I’ve 
always been involved in the 
community. When I started 
getting more and more in-
volved in the nonprofit world 
and with my education back-
ground, I felt that I was into 
so many projects and pro-
grams that the next logical 
step for me, in order to help 
who I wanted to help, was to 
run for office,” she said. 

“I thought ‘those under-
privileged children, seniors, 
everyone who doesn’t real-
ly have a voice, maybe I can 
help,’” Jackson said.

Jackson taught at the 
middle and high school lev-
el in Northern Virginia for 
more than a decade. She 
taught at Falls Church High 
School and Westfield High 
School, which is part of Fair-

fax County Public Schools, 
over the course of her career. 
Among other courses, she 
taught honors World Civili-
zation, World History and AP 
World History, as well as Civ-
ics at the middle school level. 

“I really had the time of 
my life teaching. I still enjoy 
it. I miss the kids, but I feel 
like there are walls that con-
fine you as a teacher. You’re 
in one building and every-
thing you do is within that 
building,” Jackson said. 

Jackson took a break from 
teaching to spend more time 
with her two young children, 
who will be four and six in 
January. 

Her young children are 
part of what would motivate 
her to focus on early educa-
tion and K-12 education if 
she were elected to council 
next year. She said, if elect-
ed, she would also focus on 
the city’s social programs, 
issues surrounding safety in 
the city, affordable housing 
and development projects 
like Landmark Mall and the 
planned Potomac Yard Met-
ro. 

 “I always look at social 
programs and the safety of 

our city. Alexandria has al-
ways been considered an 
inclusive community and 
they’ve prided themselves on 
that, and I’m a proud Alexan-
drian. Some of [what’s been 
cut out of] the budget over 
the years has taken away a 
lot of [city] offices and staff… 
I want to make sure in those 
specific places, our social 
programs continue to help at 
the optimum level kids, at-
risk children and immigrant 
families,” she said.

Jackson said she’s con-
cerned, with the cost of liv-
ing rising in Alexandria, that 
more city staff, including 
faculty at Alexandria City 
Public Schools and the city’s 
first responders, can no lon-
ger afford to live within city 
boundaries.

“Our teachers and first 
responders are priced right 
out of living here. It’s unfair 
and it’s unsafe. If we needed 
all our first responders on 
hand, all our police, all our 
firefighters, not all of them 
live within the city … A lot 
of them live in other jurisdic-
tions and have to drive 30 to 

Amy Jackson launches 
city council bid

PHOTO COURTESY
Amy Jackson announced her compaign to run as a Democratic can-
didate for city council, emphasizing helping those who are voiceless 
in Alexandria.

SEE JACKSON | 8
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T H E  4 7 T H  A N N U A L 

S A T U R D A Y  D E C E M B E R  2 ,  1 1  A M

O L D  T O W N  A L E X A N D R I A

TTR Sotheby’s International Realty is proud to be a Title Sponsor of

The Scottish Christmas Walk, presented by The Campagna Center.  
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40 minutes to get here,” Jack-
son said. 

Jackson said she’s also 
concerned with a number of 
development and economic 
issues in the city, including 
the ongoing redevelopment 
of Landmark Mall by the 
Howard Hughes Corpora-
tion and stagnant economic 
growth within the city.

“Landmark Mall was an 
open mall when I grew up, and 

then they went and enclosed 
it. In the last five years, and 
probably more than that, it’s 
just dwindled. We, as citizens 
of Alexandria, don’t have a 
mall to go to … Back in the 
day, all the kids would go to 
hang out at the mall and buy 
things. We don’t even have 
student revenue going into 
the mall now,” Jackson said. 
“That project being put on 
hold is unacceptable.”

With new development 
across the river at National 

Harbor and The Wharf, Jack-
son said more needs to be 
done to make Alexandria a 
competitive destination.

“People are taking their 
money elsewhere and now we 
have The Wharf to contend 
with … No one is staying in 
Alexandria, so our economy 
is stagnant,” she said.

Jackson said council will 
need to focus on creative 
solutions to addressing the 
city’s budget in the com-
ing years, especially when it 

comes to funding for ACPS 
and providing pre-K for all 
students. 

“As an educator, I’ll al-
ways say the kids come first. 
You have to invest in the fu-
ture,” Jackson said. “We need 
[free] pre-K programs. We see 
the achievement early on. 
When you get into the middle 
and upper grades, it’s often 
those who were able to afford 
a pre-K program who have 
the upper hand.” 

“The other children are 
not getting those lessons, 
whether it’s social lessons or 
academic lessons, in a school 
environment. They need 
to be because they are left 
behind when they get into 
kindergarten and, honestly, 
the kindergarteners that had 
pre-K programs are leading 
the troops in comparison 
to those that didn’t have a 
pre-K program or they’re the 
ones being held back because 
teachers have to educate the 
ones left behind,” she said.

Those who have worked 
with Jackson on the board 
of the Fund for Alexandria’s 
Child and the Scholarship 
Fund of Alexandria say she 
would be a community-fo-
cused and driven leader.

“She is definitely a 
go-getter. She cares about 
the community. She has two 
young kids, so [her focus 
would be] making Alexandria 
a better place for them and 
also bringing the communi-
ty together. She was a histo-
ry teacher for many years, so 
bringing that aspect of her 
knowledge of Alexandria to 
the forefront is really one of 
her qualities too,” said Sarah 
Gajewski, who has worked 
with Jackson on the board of 
the Scholarship Fund for Al-
exandria for three years. 

Gajewski said Jackson 
would bring something dif-
ferent to the dais. 

“I think she would bring a 
new element. She’s someone 
who will go after it. She does 
also look at both sides, so if 
she believes in something, 
she will go after it, but she’ll 

take a look at both sides,” Ga-
jewski said. “She definitely 
will look at things in a broad-
er spectrum and see how it 
will focus on Alexandria.”

Krystal Fenwick, coordi-
nator of community services 
for the Department of Com-
munity and Human Services, 
which includes The Fund for 
Alexandria’s Child, said she 
would be a passionate city 
leader.

“She has been a force to be 
reckoned with for sure,” Fen-
wick said of Jackson’s time on 
the board of The Fund for Al-
exandria’s Child. “… She has 
a passion for whatever she’s 
involved in. She puts 100 per-
cent in. I was excited for her 
[when she announced], but I 
was also excited for Alexan-
dria’s youth and families.”  

Fenwick said she expects 
to see her focus on a range 
of issues related to education 
and the underprivileged. 

“With her work on the ad-
visory council, I would hope 
foster care and social service 
issues that are impacting Al-
exandria would be a focus, 
whether it be the disparity 
around foster care or afford-
able housing,” Fenwick said. 
“I think she would focus on 
the more vulnerable popula-
tions of Alexandria.” 

Jackson, for her part, said 
she has been happy with the 
decisions of Alexandria’s sit-
ting city council, but that she 
also hopes to bring some-
thing new.

“I’ve been happy with 
how everything has gone, 
but I think we have a lot more 
to do, and I think I have the 
energy, drive and ambition, 
and experience, to help get it 
done,” Jackson said.

Jackson’s announcement 
that she’ll run for council 
follows Dak Hardwick’s an-
nouncement in October and 
Mo Seifeldein’s announce-
ment earlier in November. 
She will host a “Meet the 
Candidate” at Port City Brew-
ing Co. on Thursday evening.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com  

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

JACKSON FROM | 6
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Innovation Health is a HMO, PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in our plans depends on contract renewal. See Evidence 
of Coverage for a complete description of plan benefi ts, exclusions, limitations and conditions of coverage. Plan features and 
availability may vary by service area. This information is not a complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The formulary and/or provider network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. You must 
continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation 
of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1-833-822-7213 and TTY 711. All persons eligible for Medicare may receive a 
$10 Reward Card with no enrollment obligation. Non Innovation Health Medicare members must attend a sales meeting, schedule an 
appointment, or request an information kit to receive the offer. Current Innovation Health Medicare members, must call the number 
in the advertisement for instructions on how to receive the offer. Not to exceed more than one $10 Reward card per person. Offer 
valid while supplies last.
©2017 Innovation Health Holdings, LLC.
Y0123_4002_10665_FINAL_028 Accepted 09/2017

Call now to enroll.

1-833-822-7213 (TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week. A licensed agent will answer your call.

Visit www.IHmedicare.com/RSVP
to sign up for a meeting in your area 

Innovative Medicare coverage is here. Don’t wait.

Official Health Insurance 
Company of the 
Washington Redskins

Innovative Medicare coverage is here. Don’t wait.Innovative Medicare coverage is here. Don’t wait.Innovative Medicare coverage is here. Don’t wait.

• Plan premium
• Deductible on 

medical services
• Mail order 

generic Rx

Time is running out to get the Innovation Health Medicare Advantage 
HMO plan that off ers $0 plan premium, $0 deductible on medical 
services and $0 copays for Tier 1 preferred generic drugs (90-day 
supply through mail order). And, the doctor-driven care approach puts 
your health above all.

Annual enrollment ends December 7, so sign up for this innovative new 
Medicare plan before it’s too late.

Get a $10 reward 
card when you call — 
with no obligation to enroll.

The Triple $0 Medicare plan from Innovation Health
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Presentations from 
city departments 
heard at legislative 
meeting
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

City councilors discussed 
a wide range of issues at 
their Tuesday night legisla-
tive meeting, including the 
General Assembly legislative 
agenda, transportation proj-
ects, DASH bus replacement 
and policies surrounding 
unpainted masonry in Alex-
andria’s historic districts.

The city’s Director of 
Transportation & Envi-
ronmental Services Yon 
Lambert presented a list 
of projects the department 
was applying for with the 
Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Authority total-
ing $88,228,652 in funding 
over six fiscal years, with 
$60,750,000 requested for 
the West End Transitway’s 
northern segment. Oth-
er requested funding from 
T&ES include the transit 
signal priority on Route 7 

and Route 236, a technol-
ogy upgrade for DASH, the 
expansion of DASH’s fleet 
and facility, King Street pe-
destrian and bike improve-
ments and the Duke Street 
bus rapid transit. City coun-
cil approved the requests.

Alongside those requests, 
DASH General Manager Josh 
Baker made a presentation 
about efforts to upgrade the 
fleet. The DASH board made 
a decision earlier this month 
to purchase a replacement 
bus fleet that’s ‘clean die-
sel’ instead of the current 
hybrid, with the intention 
of eventually purchasing an 
all-electric fleet of buses.

Baker said using buses 
fueled by ‘clean diesel’ would 
reduce overall emissions and 
would be more in line with 
DASH’s budget. The cost for 
a ‘clean diesel’ bus is about 
$480,000, while a fully elec-
tric bus is about $1 million 
to $1.2 million, without the 
added cost of the charging 
infrastructure. 

Baker said in his presen-

tation that time is of the es-
sence, as new buses have to 
be ordered in advance, and 
that DASH already has buses 
in service that are more than 
18 years old. 

“Getting these vehicles 
off the road is important to 
us. We have regular issues 
with them, and maintenance 
is getting more and more ex-
pensive,” Baker said. 

Baker said DASH plans to 
purchase six electric buses 
as early as 2020, and will be 
applying for money from a 
settlement fund. 

“This is where we’re go-
ing and I think Alexandria is 
the place for it,” Baker said. 

“It’s not to be taken lightly.” 
Baker said, at the mo-

ment, most DASH buses 
that break down are hybrids. 
DASH started using hybrid 
buses in 2011.

“DASH has a stellar re-
cord. A high on-time rate, 
very few failures with equip-
ment that causes residents 
to be stranded,” Baker said. 
“It does happen, most often 
with longer-running buses. 
But if you see a BUS being 
hitched to a tow truck, it’s 
likely a hybrid bus.” 

On the other hand, Baker 
said it was better to invest in 
electric buses slowly in order 
to see how they perform on 
the road.

“We have to be careful 
with this because if we sud-
denly invest in electric bus-
es and all of them die on the 
side of the road, Alexandria 
is paralyzed,” Baker said. 

Council didn’t take ac-
tion on this issue, as it was a 
presentation. 

Members from Alexan-
dria’s Department of Plan-
ning & Zoning also made 
a presentation concerning 
regulations surrounding 
the painting of unpainted 
masonry. This presentation 
was made following contro-
versy that unfolded at the 
Nov. 18 public hearing re-
garding owners of a home at 
402 S. Pitt St. in Old Town 
who painted their house 
gray without a certificate of 
appropriateness. Those reg-
ulations have been in place 
since 1992. 

The question on the table 

was if any action should be 
taken by city staff to reex-
amine the regulations.

Most city councilors 
thought the system was fine 
as is, including Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg. 

“Someone moved into 
the historic district, they 
stated emphatically that 
they did not know the rules, 
there was a stop order and 
the contractor continued,” 
Silberberg said. “Then the 
system continued to work 
in that it was brought to the 
attention of the city, the 
BAR voted for them to re-
move the paint and they ap-
pealed it to us and we voted 
to remove the paint … These 
things don’t come up all the 
time, but in this case, the 
system worked. Those are 
the facts.”

Councilor Tim Lovain 
agreed that the system 
didn’t need to be remedied. 

“The system isn’t bro-
ken, so it doesn’t need to be 
fixed,” Lovain said.

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said, though he thought the 
process was working, that 
he didn’t believe painting 
unpainted masonry consti-
tuted removing something 
of historical significance in 
all cases. 

Councilor Paul Smedberg, 
who was one of two votes at 
the Nov. 18 public hearing 
in favor of the homeowners’ 
appeal, said he believed the 
call on the paint was, ulti-
mately, a judgment call.

“Painting it that nice 
gray, I personally think it 
looks better and a lot of the 
neighbors do. It’s a judgment 
call,” Smedberg said. “When 
it gets to us, it’s a judgment 
call … I just question ‘is this 
the one to draw a line on?’” 

Ultimately, council voted 
to table examining the reg-
ulations 6-1, with Smedberg 
voting against it. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Councilors discuss transportation, controversial paint
Painting it that nice gray, I 
personally think it looks better 
and a lot of the neighbors do. It’s 

a judgment call. When it gets to us, 
it’s a judgment call… I just question 
‘is this the one to draw a line on?’.”

–Councilor Paul Smedberg
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New Design Studio
Find your inspiration at our new Falls Church 
Design Studio. Since 1961, Case has designed 
and built more of the finest kitchens, 
bathrooms, additions, and interior spaces 
than any other local remodeler. Our entire 
focus is turning dreams into reality.

What Inspires You?
It’s the question that matters most to us.  
Because we’re making something special.  
The one place in the world that’s yours.

Inspiring Homeowners Since 1961.

CaseDesign.com  |   800.750.9399
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Open daily, including Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Mount Vernon by Candlelight
Meet people from Washington’s world with a 
candlelit character-guided tour of the Mansion, 
and join in the fun of 18th-century dancing 
and fi reside refreshments and caroling.

November 24, 25, December 1, 2, 8, 9, 17; 5-8 p.m.

Christmas Illuminations
Celebrate the season with dazzling holiday 
fi reworks, music, 18th-century dancing, and a 
winter military encampment, plus appearances 
by George and Martha Washington.

December 15 & 16, 5:30-9:30 p.m.

Christmas at Mount Vernon
Join us during the day for music, crafts, and 
other festive fun and meet Aladdin the Camel! 

November 24-January 6

Celebrate the 
holidays at 
Mount Vernon

mountvernon.org

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

The Campagna Center has announced the 
schedule of festivities for the 47th annual Scottish 
Christmas Walk, which returns this weekend.

Festivities kick off on Friday night with the 
Taste of Scotland beginning at 6:30 p.m. for event 
patrons and at 8 p.m. for general admission. The 
event includes a Scotch tasting menu that will fea-
ture Scotches directly from distilleries, an ale sam-
pling, and beer, wine and food provided by Society 
Fair. A Scotch seminar will be held at 8:30 p.m.

The weekend’s marquee event, the Scottish 
Christmas Walk parade, takes place on Dec. 2 at 
11 a.m. The parade starts at St. Asaph and Wolfe 
streets and concludes at Market Square with a con-
cert. The parade includes a cast of characters, from 
Scottish clans to bagpipes and drums to Scottish 
dancers, reenactment groups, Scottie dogs, digni-
taries, classic cars and, of course, Santa Claus. 

A tour of holiday homes continues the festivi-
ties on Saturday from 12:30 to 4 p.m. Visitors are 
invited to tour Alexandria’s history by visiting a 
number of Old Town’s homes, which will be deco-
rated by interior designers and local florists. Tour 
guides will be on hand to provide historical con-
text.

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

Scottish Christmas Walk returns to town

MAP/CAMPAGNA CENTER
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*Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the Robinson 
 Landing development entities). The Robinson Landing development entities are each solely and exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, 
 construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing development entities.

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for the Sellers*

Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

At long last, you can select your new address

Since its founding, Old Town Alexandria has welcomed all things new from the Potomac River. 
Today, this historic city is anticipating the arrival of Robinson Landing, a unique waterfront neighborhood. 

Comprised of distinctive new condominiums and townhomes, gourmet dining and retail, a public promenade and 
revitalized pier, Robinson Landing promises to connect Old Town’s storied past with its bright and modern future.

New Condominiums and Townhomes from $1.5 to $5.75M

To schedule a private appointment, call 703-997-2210 or visit EYA.com/waterfronthomes

IN THE MAKINGIN THE MAKING
268 YEARS
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Lance Mallamo re-
flects on 10 years as 
city’s chief historian
BY MISSY SCHROTT

J. Lance Mallamo, long-
time director of the Office 
of Historic Alexandria, will 
retire Thursday after a de-
cade as the city’s head his-
torian. Upon his retirement, 
deputy director Getchen 
Bulova will take over as act-
ing director.

Mallamo has led OHA 
since 2007. As director, he 
has been responsible for 
overseeing all of Alexan-
dria’s museums and historic 
sites and keeping the city’s 
history relevant.

“What I’m most proud 
of is that we’ve increased 
our understanding of Al-
exandria’s history through 
additional programming in 
the museums and on our 
website, through the out-
reach that we’ve done with 
the community and also the 
interdepartmental planning 
we’ve done with the city,” 
Mallamo said.

“Lance has made immea-
surable contributions to the 
preservation and interpreta-
tion of our city’s rich histo-
ry,” City Manager Mark Jinks 
said in a city news release on 
Nov. 21. “We are grateful to 
him for his stewardship of 
Alexandria’s unique muse-
ums and historic sites and 
wish him all the best in re-
tirement. We will miss his 
enthusiasm, entrepreneurial 
spirit and love of Alexan-
dria’s history.”

Over his decade as di-
rector, Mallamo has led the 
Office of Historic Alexan-
dria to several significant 
accomplishments. Among 
them, OHA has incorpo-
rated history into all of the 
city’s small area plans, im-
plemented 32 new historic 
kiosks along King Street, de-
veloped the Contraband and 
Freedmen Cemetery Memo-

rial and increased the ad-
mission revenue, grants and 
private donations to support 
the department’s budget. 

Mallamo also assisted in 
the acquisition of the Mur-
ray-Dick-Fawcett House, 
adding an example of early 
domestic life to Alexandria’s 
diverse portfolio of muse-
ums. Mallamo described it 
as one of the most architec-
turally significant 18th-cen-
tury homes in the nation 
and said the city was able 
to acquire the $2.5 million 
property at no cost.

“It’s been a lot over 10 
years. I’m surprised it went 

so quickly when I look back,” 
Mallamo said. “My biggest 
regret is I didn’t come here 
30 years ago. It’s just been 
a wonderful, wonderful ex-
perience. I never dreamed 
it would be so important to 
me.”

Kris Lloyd, acting direc-
tor of the Lyceum, said she 
has known Mallamo since 
the beginning of his tenure 
as OHA’s director. 

“He has a real infectious 
enthusiasm for history, 
and I’ve always appreciat-
ed that,” Lloyd said.  “He’s 
always seemed to be inter-
ested in the whole scope of 

history, different time peri-
ods and that sort of thing. 
He wasn’t just focused on 
one particular time period, 
which was nice because here 
the Lyceum is a general his-
tory museum.”

Mallamo said his favor-
ite part of the job has been 
making history exciting. 

“I love it when people en-
joy it and don’t look at his-
tory as some mundane exer-
cise like going to school,” he 
said. “I like to keep people 
entertained while they’re 
enjoying their history. I’m 
very much an entertainer.”

In passing off the OHA 
reins to Bulova, the city 
is getting an experienced 
hand, as she has been a City 
of Alexandria employee for 
more than 20 years. Prior to 
being named deputy director 
of OHA in 2015, she served 
as the director of Gadsby’s 
Tavern from 1996 to 2015.

“Gretchen is a nationally 
recognized expert in Alex-
andria’s history,” Jinks said 
in the release.  “She has 
spent her career research-
ing, interpreting and shar-

ing knowledge about Alex-
andria’s first 268 years and 
prior, and she will be an as-
set to OHA as acting direc-
tor.”

Mallamo said he couldn’t 
think of a better replace-
ment. He said Bulova will 
serve as acting director 
while the city will most like-
ly search for a permanent 
director, but he hopes she 
applies for the longterm po-
sition.

“She’s a tireless work-
er, absolutely tireless and 
extremely dedicated,” Mal-
lamo said. “She has a long 
term vision for where she 
wants our department to go, 
frankly in a time of dwin-
dling resources, so I think 
she will do a stellar job.

“For myself, 10 years is 
a good run in the museum 
field,” he said, reflecting on 
his time as director. “Every 
decade or so you need a new 
set of eyes to come in and 
reimagine where you’re go-
ing.”

Upon his retirement, 
Mallamo said he plans to 
pursue personal interests 
and seek new adventures, 
starting with a trip to visit 
all of the national parks. The 
OHA held his retirement 
party on Tuesday.

“I knew it was a good par-
ty when I realized I hadn’t 
had a thing to eat all night,” 
Mallamo said. “I got home 
and had a bowl of cereal be-
cause I had spent the whole 
night talking.

“I just want to say what a 
privilege it’s been to work for 
the City of Alexandria for 10 
years. It’s a very profession-
ally run and managed city 
and as a career public ser-
vant, I certainly appreciate 
that … It’s been a wonderful 
run for me, and I know the 
city’s in great hands. I’m 
pleased to have been part of 
it.”

- mschrott@
alextimes.com

Office of Historic Alexandria director retires

COURTESY PHOTOS
Mallamo cuts cake (above) and admires his new personalized street sign (below) at his retirement party 
on Tuesday. 
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Among the greatest joys of Alexandria's
Scottish Walk 

is the opportunity to wish you 
the            best this holiday season!

CALL 202.390.8714
If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.

Michelle Zelsman 202.390.8714 
Jimmie Powers 703.932.5643 
310 King St Alexandria VA 22314 | 703.518.8300 
ZelsmanPowersGroup.com

E S T .  1 9 8 9

Happy Holidays!

REALTORS

Zelsman 
Powers 
Group.

Among our greatest joys of Alexandria's Scottish Walk 
is the opportunity to wish you the very 

best this holiday season. 
 

Enjoy a FREE cup of Hot Chocolate during the parade. 
Stop by 310 King Street | Available while supplies last

Photo Credit: Loretta Prencipe, Photographer and Alexandria Resident

Operated by 
a subsidiary 
of NRT LLC.

® 
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Harris served 55 years 
on hospital Board of 
Lady Managers
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Marjorie Ann Harris, an 
Alexandria native and 55-
year member of the Board 
of Lady Managers at Inova 
Alexandria Hospital, died of 
ovarian cancer at Inova Alex-
andria Hospital on Saturday. 
She was 92.

Harris was born in the old 
Alexandria hospital on Feb. 
26, 1925 to Max and Victoria 
Salomonsohn. She graduat-
ed from George Washington 
High School in 1942 and went 
on to attend Strayer Business 
College. She worked for the 
Federal Housing Adminis-
tration until her daughter, 
Vicki Lee Warren, was born 
in 1955.

“She was the best mother 
in the world. She was my best 
friend,” Warren said.

Harris was an active com-
munity member in Alexan-
dria, especially in her in-
volvement with the Board of 
Lady Managers at the hospi-
tal. The board helped found 
Inova Alexandria Hospital in 
1872 and has been working to 
support and improve it in the 
140 years since. 

Harris was a member of 
the board up until her death. 
She spent two two-year 
terms as president from 1969 
to 1970 and again from 1997 
to 1998. When she was rec-
ognized for her service five 
years ago, she had been the 
first member to hit the 50-
year benchmark, according 
to Cynthia Puskar, another 
member and former presi-
dent of the board. 

Puskar said Harris never 
missed a meeting unless she 
was hospitalized with cancer 
or out of town visiting her 
daughter.

“She always wore her high 
heels,” Puskar said. “She was 
always dressed to the nines 

like they were 40 years ago … 
Even when she was sick and 
getting treatment, she came 
and was so positive about her 
future and never complained 
so I had no idea she was still 
struggling.”

One of the greatest con-
tributions Harris made to the 
board over her last 10 years 
was serving as chair for the 
annual brunch committee, 
according to Puskar. She said 
she brought in more money 
in her two years spearhead-
ing the fundraiser than any 
previous chair had during 
the past decade.  

“She was in her 80s, she 
put her mind to it, she knew 
how it should be done, and 
she just took charge. If she 
said she’d do something, 
she’d do it,” Puskar said.

“I used to always tell her 
she was my role model,” she 
said. “If I could have her 
spunk and spirit at her age, 
that’s what I needed. You 
want to live a full life, and 
she definitely did.”

In addition to serving on 
the Board of Lady Managers, 
Harris was a member of the 

1872 Society of Inova Alex-
andria Hospital. 

Beyond the hospital, 
Harris’s community in-
volvement included being a 
member of Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation and their Sis-
terhood, the Alexandria 
Salvation Army Auxiliary 
(where she also served as 
president), the Symphony 
Orchestra League of Alexan-
dria and the George Wash-
ington High School Alumni 
Association.

Warren praised her moth-
er’s giving spirit and energet-
ic attitude, especially as she 
grew older. She said Harris 
loved to go out to eat in Old 
Town with friends and fam-
ily and had been a regular at 
Theismann’s restaurant.

“She was very outgo-
ing, friendly. She had many, 
many friends,” Warren said, 
“And she liked to go, she did 
like to travel, she liked foot-
ball, spectator sports.”

Harris was a Washington 
Redskins season ticket hold-
er since 1962 and a devoted 
Alabama Crimson Tide fan.

Harris spent her whole 
life in the heart of Alexan-
dria, growing up at 520 N. 
Washington St. and spend-
ing her childhood taking 
evening walks along King 
Street. When asked what her 
mother’s favorite thing about 
Alexandria had been, Warren 
replied, “I think she liked ev-
erything about it. She never 
left. She’s been here for 92, 
almost 93 years.”

Harris was predeceased 
by her first husband, Clyde 
Kenneth Warren; her second 
husband, Paul McNeil Harris; 
and her stepsons, Stephen 
Harris and Paul “PM” McNeil 
Harris, Jr.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Vicki Lee War-
ren; her stepsons, Michael 
Harris and Phillip Har-
ris; her step-granddaugh-
ter, Asheley MacDougall; 
her step-great-grandchil-
dren, Teighan, Takota, Tate 
and Tristan; her adopted 
granddaughter, Christine 
Wasilewski and her adopted 
great grandchild, Peyton.

A memorial service at Ev-
erly-Wheatley Funeral Home 
followed by interment at 
Home of Peace Cemetery will 
take place Nov. 30 beginning 
at 12:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that memo-
rial contributions be made to 
The Board of Lady Managers 
Cancer Fund, Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation Endowment 
Fund or the charity of your 
choice. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Lifetime Alexandrian Marjorie Ann Harris dies at 92

Left: Helen Dickens and Marjorie Harris present five new wheelchairs to Alexandria Hospital with the proceeds from the 1984 Board of 
Lady Managers Fashion Show. Right: Cynthia Puskar presenting Marjorie Harris with an award for 50 years of service on The Board of Lady 
Managers in 2011.

I used to always tell her she was 
my role model. If I could have 
her spunk and spirit at her age, 

that’s what I needed. You want to live 
a full life, and she definitely did.

– Cynthia Puskar, 
member, Board of Lady Managers
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Coming Soon Early 2018
334 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA  |  601 River Farm Drive, Alexandria, VA  |   2007 Swan Terrace Drive, Alexandria, VA

The Seward Realty Group values our clients’ highest and best interest above all else.

Embodying TTR Sotheby’s International Realty’s values, we practice:
Flawless Integrity, Professional Service re� ecting Knowledge,

Preparation, Innovation, and Community Leadership
 

• We appreciate the gift of service to our community and the gift of work for our clients
• No other agent, team or brokerage will spend more time, money or intelligent strategy 

marketing and selling your home
• Let us showcase your residence locally, nationally and globally! How can we help you 

buy or sell a home in Alexandria, Arlington, The District and beyond?

LYSSA SEWARD Lseward@ttrsir.com  |  +1 703 298 0562                 BRITTANIE DECHINO Bdechino@ttrsir.com  | +1 202 802 0158

MELODY ABELLA Mabella@ttrsir.com |  +1 703 371 9219      ANITA EDWARDS Aedwards@ttrsir.com |  +1 703 928 7637

www.SewardRealtyGroup.com

A L E X A N D R I A , VA B RO K E RAG E   |   4 0 0  S O U T H  WAS H I N GTO N  ST R E E T, A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA 2 2 3 14   |   +1  70 3  3 1 0  6 8 0 0      ttrsir.com
©2017 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, licensed real estate broker. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s Internationa Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal housing opportunity.  All information deemed 

reliable but not guaranteed.  Price and availability subject to change.

$649,000  |  www.8423FortHuntRoad.com
Built as a model home, 4 beds, 2.5 baths, huge owner’s suite with en-
suite master bath. Gorgeous curb appeal, fully fenced level and large 
backyard. Waynewood neighborhood, Waynewood Elementary. New 
roof, newer systems and ready for new owners.

8423 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, VA

Two Neighboring Waterfront Homes With  Spectacular Views  of
Clements Creek & Severn River.

Listed by Glenn Sutton +1 410 507 4370  |  Brittanie DeChino  +1 202 802 0158

1489 Downham Market, Annapolis, MD  $1,799,000
Custom Greco built on a very private acre in cul-de-sac of the Downs 
with Marina Access. Incredible water views of the Severn River and 
Clements Creek. Updated kitchen, tons of entertainment space 
(including decks and screened-in porches), two stunning master 
suites, each with luxury baths and a ¤ replace. 
5 beds, 4.5 baths, 5301 SF. 

T H E  D OW N S  C O M M U N I T Y O F F E R S :  2  M A R I N A S ,  T E N N I S ,  P O O L , P L AYG R O U N D  A N D  C LU B  H O U S E . 
C O N V E N I E N T TO  B A LT I M O R E  A N D  WA S H I N GTO N   |   D OW N H A M M A R K E TA N N A P O L I S.C O M

1490 Downham Market, Annapolis, MD   $1,695,000
One of a kind contemporary home built on 1.5 acres of private 
waterfront point. Conveys with deep-water pier and boat slip! First-
¦ oor master suite with spa-bath, open living area with vaulted 
ceilings & built-ins, artist’s studio loft, and new Trex deck. 
5 beds, 3 baths, 5600 SF.
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The Golubin Group of TTR Sotheby’s International Realty 
are proud sponsors of two wonderful events on Saturday, December 2: 

400 South Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Cindy Byrnes GoluBin
TTR Sotheby's International Realty
cgolubin@ttrsir.com   |   202.437.3861

220 Oronoco Street 
$899,000

309 N. Lee Street 
$1,349,000

510 Hammonds Court   
$1,750,000

7402 Park Terrace Drive 
$799,000

2000 Scroggins Road 
$1,695,000

1512 Stonewall Road  
$2,400,000

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

The Campagna Center’s  
“Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend”

The Arthritis Foundation’s  
“Jingle Bell Run” at Pentagon Row
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North Old Town eatery 
offers breakfast, lunch 
and cocktails
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

When government con-
tractor Coggins International 
made the move from Atlanta, 
Georgia to Alexandria, Presi-
dent & CEO Jula Jane immedi-
ately noticed a lack of food op-
tions in their corner of North 
Old Town.

Coggins International, 
now located in an office park 
at 44 Canal Center Plaza, 
went from having a wealth of 
restaurants within walking 
distance in Atlanta to just a 
handful in Alexandria. Jane 
soon found a solution: start-
ing a small restaurant of her 
own inside Coggins’ fourth 
floor office space. 

“We pitched a glorified 
break room, knowing we 
wanted to turn it into a restau-
rant that could support the 
property,” Jane said. “There’s 
four big offices here, 1,000 
tenants, with only a couple 
of food options, so I wanted 
to bring something that was 
high quality, fresh and [that 
had] approachable pricing.” 

The concept started as a 
way to feed Coggins’ employ-
ees and the students – both 
civilian and members of the 
military – that come to Cog-
gins for training classes, which 
can last anywhere from one to 
three weeks. The breakfast, 
lunch and happy hour spot, 
called Café 44, opened to the 
public last month on Oct. 2. 

A restaurant located on an 
office building’s fourth floor 
was a tough sell to Coggins’ 
landlord at first, Jane said. 
The building owner suggested 
putting the restaurant in the 
ground floor of the building. 
At the end of the day, Jane 
said, positioning the restau-
rant on the ground floor in-
stead of the fourth floor would 
have meant missing out on its 
view of the Potomac River. 

“Once you find us and fi-
nally get up here, you’re like 
‘ah, now I get it,’” Jane said. 

Café 44’s menu includes 
breakfast sandwiches, quiche 
and pastries, as well as sal-
ads, sandwiches and soups 
for lunch. The restaurant also 
offers a full coffee menu and 
serves beer, wine and cock-
tails. The restaurant is open 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and hosts 
happy hour Tuesday to Fri-
day from 4 to 7 p.m. Jane said 
the restaurant soon plans to 
introduce Saturday brunch, 
which will be offered from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

General Manager Joe 
Quintero and his wife, Court-
ney Quintero, who has a 
background as a pastry chef, 
moved from Atlanta to Alex-
andria to run the restaurant. 
Sean Corley, who previously 
worked at the now shuttered 
Carluccio’s in Old Town, is the 
restaurant’s head chef.

“In the beginning, it was 
just Joe, Courtney and me, 
feeling our way through feed-
ing our team,” Jane said. “We 
really had a chance to design 
the menu, see what people 
wanted.” 

Jane said the restaurant 
has evolved from sourcing all 
of their pastries through Junc-
tion Bakery and Bistro to mak-
ing all of their pastries, in-
cluding biscuits, in-house. She 
said the restaurant’s “Sunrise 
on the Go” sandwich, an egg, 

bacon and biscuit sandwich, 
has been the most popular 
breakfast item so far.

Joe Quintero has been the 
creative force behind the craft 
cocktail menu, which features 
four signature cocktails, in-
cluding Café 44’s take on an 

old fashioned: the “Cabin in 
the Woods.”

“It’s a hickory smoked old 
fashioned. We keep it very 
classic – and there’s a magic 
tidbit. I light a piece of hickory 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz

Surely you can do 
better than a bone 
this Holiday season!
• Organic Daycare/Boarding

• Natural Supplements to keep your buddy healthy 
   and strong all year long

• Great Food choices to  
   build strong bodies and  
   repair what might be  
   making your doggie sick

• The Best toys & treats,  
   Holidays and All Year Long! 

• Online ordering! 

BUSINESS

Café 44 debuts on the Potomac

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: The front counter cafe and menus at Café 44. The restaurant is located on the fourth floor of an office building with a view of the Poto-
mac River.  Right: Joe Quintero is the creative force behind the restaurant’s cocktail menu. 
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BY MISSY SCHROTT

Correction: The article that ap-
peared in the Nov. 23 Alexan-
dria Times print edition, titled 
“House painting appeal sets 
precedent,” incorrectly states 
city council reversed the Old 
& Historic Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review’s decision 
and allowed Amy and Paul 
Reed to keep their house paint-

ed. In reality, two motions were 
put forward by Councilor Paul 
Smedberg to accept the Reeds’ 
appeal. One died for lack of a 
second, while the other was de-
nied by a 5-2 vote. The motion 
that passed by a 5-2 vote was 
put forward by Councilor Tim 
Lovain. It reaffirmed the BAR’s 
decision and denied the Reeds’ 
appeal. The Reeds are now re-
quired to remove the gray paint 

from their house within six 
months. The Times regrets and 
apologizes for the error. Below 
is the full, corrected story.

After a lengthy debate at 
its public hearing on Nov. 
18, city council upheld the 
Old & Historic Alexandria 
District Board of Architec-
tural Review’s decision to 
require residents to remove 

gray paint from their histor-
ic brick house located in Old 
Town’s Southeast Quadrant 
at 402 S. Pitt St.

City council voted 5-2 to 
reaffirm BAR’s September 
decision and deny homeown-
ers Amy and Paul Reed’s ap-
peal. Councilor Paul Smed-
berg and Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson cast the opposing 
votes.

The homeowners said 
their motive was to match 
the houses around them, 
not desecrate a historic Al-
exandria landmark. During 
the painting, they received a 
notice from BAR stating they 
were required to request per-
mission before they altered 
the historic brick. The couple 
had two choices: they could 
resolve the issue administra-
tively by working with staff 
and removing the paint, or 
they could apply for an after-
the-fact certificate of appro-
priateness.

The Reeds chose the lat-
ter option and sought af-
ter-the-fact BAR approval, 
which was denied Sept. 6. 
The couple contended the 
ruling was unfair and ap-
pealed BAR’s decision to city 
council. Council’s 5-2 vote 
reaffirmed BAR’s decision 
and requires the removal of 
the paint within six months. 
During discussion, council 
weighed questions of histor-
ical preservation, aesthetics 
and setting a precedent for 
future cases.

BAR and the Old Town 
Civic Association advocated 
that council support BAR’s 
denial. They said at the time 
the home was built in 1928, 
beige brick was more expen-
sive than Old Town’s defin-
ing red brick. Since tan brick 
was used less frequently 
around the city and is there-
fore a rarity in the historic 

district, they said what does 
remain should be preserved.

The Reeds presented their 
argument along with an 
apology.

“We are sorry that we 
painted the brick,” Amy Reed 
said at the meeting. “We did 
not know that we were re-
quired to get a certificate of 
appropriateness.”

The Reeds’ house falls in 
a line of three townhomes in 
the 400 block of South Pitt 
Street. The adjoining hous-
es, along with houses around 
the corner on Wolfe Street, 
have all been painted. Paul 
Reed said they assumed they 
were on safe ground because 
the other houses had already 
been painted.

“We made that assump-
tion, and we are sorry that we 
had made that assumption,” 
he said. “We understand that 
lack of knowledge and under-
standing of the laws is not an 
excuse, but we wanted you to 
understand our thinking.”

BAR representatives said 
that it was established in 
1992 that residents must seek 
approval before painting un-
painted masonry. They said 
there is a flyer informing 
homeowners of the require-
ment for a BAR-issued cer-
tificate of appropriateness. 
They also said most of the 
other houses had been paint-
ed before 1992.

Melanie Wieland, a neigh-
bor who lives at 424 Wolfe 
St. said she, along with sev-
eral other neighbors, sided 
with the Reeds and liked the 
house painted.

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
said she was unable to look 
past the historicism of the 
brick.

“From a historic preser-
vation point of view, whether 

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

Corrected: City council upholds BAR decision 
on Old Town house painting
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NANCY PERKINS
m +1 703 402 5599
o +1 703 310 6800
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street,  Alexandria VA

JUST LISTED IN OLD TOWN

WATCH MY FILM: NANCYPERKINS.TTRSIR.COM

Looking to make a move in 2018? Call Nancy for a home valuation and the latest market analysis!

1221 PORTNER ROAD, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
2 Bedrooms | 1.5 Bathrooms | Parking
$534,000 | www.1221PortnerRoad.com

Proud Supporter of 
The Campanga Center’s Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend

December 1st & 2nd | campagnacenter.org

HEATHER & GREENS SALE  at The Campagna Center  |  Friday & Saturday 9-5pm

TASTE OF SCOTLAND  at The Atrium Building  | Friday 6:30-10:30pm

DECK THE HALLS WITH SANTA  at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church |  Saturday 10-12pm

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK PARADE  through Old Town |  Saturday 11am

HOLIDAY HOMES TOUR  in Old Town  |  Saturday 12:30-4pm
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Will your home need some 
interior TLC this winter?

We are now booking interior work 
for December – March.

Take advantage of our winter  
discount, and let us put our 30 

years of experience to work for you!

Call us to schedule a free estimate!
703-684-7702 • techpainting.com

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Special
SNOW PEA
Snow Pea came to KSC 
from another shelter that 
was running out of room.  

So sweet and handsome, 
this boy will make the 
purrrfect companion!

today we feel one way or an-
other, historic preservation is 
a core value here in our city, 
and we’re very lucky. As I of-
ten say, all of us together are 
the temporary stewards of this 
national treasure called Alex-
andria,” she said.

Some councilors were 
concerned with the prece-
dent that approving a cer-
tificate of appropriateness 
might set: If city council 
allowed the Reeds to keep 
their house as it was, would 
others test the limits? If this 
were to be approved, would 
people use it as an example 
when they requested to alter 

historic architecture in the 
future?

Smedberg suggested 
council approve the Reeds’ 
appeal and put forward two 
motions in an attempt to do 
so, one of which died for lack 
of a second, another of which 
was denied by a 5-2 vote.

“If this were the first in 
a series, I think the prece-
dent issue would be stron-
ger, but … I’m having a hard 
time. It’s the last house, and 
I just don’t see how leaving 
it painted harms things,” he 
said. “If this were the first 
case, if this were the first 
house to do this in this ‘L’ 
here, it would be a totally dif-
ferent case and discussion.”

Wilson also supported the 
appeal, citing city code that 
allows the painting of un-
painted masonry to be decid-
ed on a case-by-case basis. 
If BAR wanted to preserve 
certain architecture with-
out exception, it would war-
rant a code change, he said. 
“I’m not of the opinion that it 
should never be okay to paint 
unpainted masonry,” he said.

The majority of council 
disagreed, however, voting 
5-2 on a motion made by 
Councilor Tim Lovain to re-
affirm BAR’s decision that 
requires the Reeds to remove 
the paint from their house 
within six months.

- mschrott@alextimes.com 

PHOTOS/BAR STAFF REPORT 
Amy and Paul Reed's house at 402 S. Pitt St. before (left) and after (right) they painted the previously 
unpainted masonry. 
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on fire,” Quintero said. 
Jane said Café 44 is already 

eyeing expansion within the 
next few years. She said she 
plans to introduce a full-ser-
vice restaurant in an adjacent 
space once the initial concept 
has gotten off the ground.

She said the restaurant’s 
focus is hyper-local for now, 
drawing patrons from among 
tenants of the office park and 
residents of the surrounding 

neighborhood. 
“We’re very tenant-fo-

cused,” Jane said. “Coming 
from a corporate background, 
I understand what a business 
owner and corporate staff 
need and are looking for.” 

As for expansion plans, 
Jane says she’ll wait and see 
how Café 44’s initial phase 
goes – but that doesn’t mean 
she’ll stop planning in the in-
terim. 

“[The full service restau-
rant] would be your steak, 

seafood and pasta environ-
ment, where this is more of 
the casual sandwich, soup and 
salad environment,” Jane said. 
“It’ll still be approachable. You 
don’t have to feel like you have 
to be in a suit to be over there. 
There will be a killer cham-
pagne brunch, a big open bar 
and, when that wall comes 
down, that panoramic view 
[of the Potomac] is going to be 
great.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

CAFÉ 44 FROM | 19
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Built in 1880, 204 South Royal Street was originally the site of the Concordia Hotel.  
Commissioned by Jacob Bohraus, the Concordia incorporated every modern convenience of the 
late 19th century.

In 2017, the old Concordia Hotel’s ballroom was revitalized and transformed into Alexandria’s 
most elegant and expansive event, work, or living space: Union Square. The kitchen is freshly 
renovated and the ballroom has been restored making it ideally suited for public and private 
events.

This Saturday, December 2 from 12 to 4 pm, Laura Dowling, former White House floral 
designer, will be signing copies of her new book,  A White House Christmas, as part of the 
Campagna Center’s Christmas Homes Tour.  

For more information about Union Square contact Corinne B Winburn at 571 263 9805 or 571 
766 6133 or email Bird22314@gmail.com.

Donnan C. Wintermute
Wintermute & Associates
#1 Team in State of Virginia

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

donnanwintermute@aol.com  •  703-608-6868
310 King Street Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Old Town’s Chicest New Address:  
UNION SQUARE  

AT 204 SOUTH ROYAL STREET
Perfect For Your Upcoming Event!

Check out the interior first-hand at Union Square since it is featured on the Campagna Center's annual 

Holiday Home Tours 
on Saturday, December 2, 2017 from 12:30 PM to 4 PM!  

The proceeds from the Holiday Home Tours benefit The Campagna Center's programs that serve over 2,000 children and families daily in Alexandria.
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Turkey Trotting into Winter
The annual Alexandria Turkey Trot 

attracted a sizable crowd Thanksgiv-
ing morning at its 42nd race. 

The five-mile run/walk, which 
takes place every year in Del Ray and 
starts at George Washington Middle 
School, attracted 4,647 runners. Mi-
chael Crozier, 24, came in first place 
overall, with a finishing time of 23:48. 
Other winners included Scott Carpen-
ter, 22, at 24:03; Aubrey Myjer, 23, at 
24:31; Girma Gebre, 24, at 24:37 and 
Bryan Crook, 28, at 24:43. 

Those were far from the only ex-
ceptional runners, however. Sarah 
Rapp, 24, won the race’s female di-
vision, clocking in at 26:52. Michael 

Wardian, 43, won the “doggie divi-
sion” with running companion Rosie, 
clocking in at 27:11. Jeremy Lynch, 37, 
won the stroller division, with a 29:13 
pace. The race didn’t just, however, at-
tract 20-somethings. Natalee Urquijo 
Guerra, 97, of Arlington, finished the 
race at 01:12:59. Full results can be 
viewed online. 

Representatives from the Alexan-
dria Police Department, the Alexan-
dria Sheriff’s Office and the Alexan-
dria Fire Department acted as grand 
marshals for the event. 

In addition, the Turkey Trot raised 
$5,000 for local nonprofit ALIVE!, in 
addition to 2,000 pounds of food and 

PHOTO/M. ENRIQUEZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

PHOTO/M. ENRIQUEZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

PHOTO/WILL NICCOLLS
Runners take part in the annual five-mile Turkey Trot in Del Ray on Nov. 23. 

Above: Santa and 
Mrs. Claus visited the 
shoppers during Small 
Business Saturday in 
Old Town. Santa’s Stroll 
kicked off with Santa’s 
solo bagpipe perfor-
mance. 
Left: Carollers from 
The Alexandria Singers 
provided live entertain-
ment for shoppers. 

PHOTO/WILL NICCOLLS
Michael Crozier, 24, came in first place overall, with a finishing time of 
23:48. 
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Turkey Trotting into Winter
Wardian, 43, won the “doggie divi-
sion” with running companion Rosie, 
clocking in at 27:11. Jeremy Lynch, 37, 
won the stroller division, with a 29:13 
pace. The race didn’t just, however, at-
tract 20-somethings. Natalee Urquijo 
Guerra, 97, of Arlington, finished the 
race at 01:12:59. Full results can be 
viewed online. 

Representatives from the Alexan-
dria Police Department, the Alexan-
dria Sheriff’s Office and the Alexan-
dria Fire Department acted as grand 
marshals for the event. 

In addition, the Turkey Trot raised 
$5,000 for local nonprofit ALIVE!, in 
addition to 2,000 pounds of food and 

$500 more in cash donations.
On Friday, the city hosted its an-

nual tree lighting ceremony at Mar-
ket Square. The event opened with 
remarks from the town crier and was 
followed with a presentation from 
Santa’s Frosty Follies from the Metro-
politan Fine Arts Center.

Mayor Allison Silberberg was joined 
by Santa and Mrs. Claus in lighting the 
tree. At that point, children were in-
vited to visit the Clauses on the Mar-
ket Square stage. 

A performance next to the tree 
by the Virginia Bronze Resonances 
Handbell Ensemble followed the tree 
lighting.

Following Thanksgiving, Alexan-
dria took part in Small Business Sat-
urday on Nov. 25. More than 50 bou-
tiques from Old Town and Del Ray 
offered in-store activities. The fes-
tivities also included a “Santa stroll” 
on King Street with caroling from The 
Alexandria Singers. 

Small Business Saturday featured a 
bagpipe performance, a postcard pop-
up from Penny Post on King Street, 
live music, shopping and activities at 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center. 

Festivities also included the debut 
of Museum Store Sunday in Alexan-
dria.

-aepitropoulos@alextimes.com
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Above: Police escort 
the turkey mascot 
during the Del Ray 42nd 
annual Turkey Trot. 
Left: The Turkey Trot 
raised $5,000 for local 
nonprofit ALIVE!

PHOTOS/WILL NICCOLLS

Above: Santa and 
Mrs. Claus visited the 
shoppers during Small 
Business Saturday in 
Old Town. Santa’s Stroll 
kicked off with Santa’s 
solo bagpipe perfor-
mance. 
Left: Carollers from 
The Alexandria Singers 
provided live entertain-
ment for shoppers. 

Above: Shoppers 
participate in Small 
Business Saturday. 
Left: Alexandria’s 
Mayor Allison Sil-
berburg and Santa 
Claus light up the 
tree at Old Town 
Market Square on 
Friday night. 
Immediate left: 
Representatives 
from Safe Space at 
the Torpedo factory.

PHOTO/M. ENRIQUEZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA



26 |NOVEMBER 30, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

prepared to run the half mar-
athon, when she realized the 
window of time to qualify for 
the half wasn’t open yet. 

A 73-minute half mar-
athon and 165-minute full 
marathon would both qual-
ify a runner for the Olympic 
trials. The window to qualify 
with a half marathon time, 
though, doesn’t open until 
Sept. 1, 2018. To qualify for 
Olympic trials at the 2017 
Richmond Marathon, Sacht-
leben realized she’d have to 
run the full, whose window 
opened Sept. 1, 2017.

Adjusting her game plan, 
Sachtleben said she went into 
the marathon with a “con-
servative pace.” Her average 
time of 6:04 per mile drove 
her to victory; her two-hour-
39-minute finishing time 
beat the Olympic Team trials’ 
qualifying standard of two 
hours and 45 minutes. 

“When we jumped over to 
the marathon, it was actually 
like no pressure because I had 
no expectations,” Sachtleben 
said. 

It was around mile 10 of 
the marathon that Sachtle-
ben noticed the leader at the 
time starting to slow down. 
She said she remembered 
thinking to herself, “I think 
I could win this if I’m just 
smart.” With 16.2 miles to 
go and a hunger for triumph, 
Sachtleben began gaining 
ground. 

“With the time goal, it was 
pretty easy for me,” Sachtle-
ben said. “I knew what I had 
to click off for every mile, 
rather than looking at the la-
dies around myself and com-
paring myself and trying to 
beat them at the beginning of 
the race.”

At 25, Sachtleben has only 
ever run two marathons – the 
Richmond marathon earlier 
this month and the Rock ‘n’ 
Roll USA marathon in which 
she placed second in March 
2012.

Sachtleben said she start-

ed running to stay active 
after graduating from high 
school. When she placed in 
the Rock ‘n’ Roll marathon, 
however, her parents encour-
aged her to pursue the sport. 

“I was just doing it to 
say I ran a marathon, and 
I thought that’d be cool,” 
Sachtleben said. “Then my 
parents said, ‘Why don’t you 
try and walk on to a team and 
see if anyone will take you?’” 

“To see her find some-
thing that she not only enjoys 
but comes so easy for her … 
for any parent that’s certain-
ly exciting to watch,” Betha-
ny’s father Doug Sachtleben 
said. 

George Mason University 
turned out to be the school 
most interested in Sachtle-
ben. Shortly after emailing 
the coaches, she walked on to 
the team as a sophomore and 
scholarship athlete.

“It was just something 
that neither she nor we had 
expected at all,” Doug Sacht-
leben said, “that it would 
turn into something where 
she could be on a team and 
receive scholarship money, 
and she was certainly gifted 
in a way that we hadn’t antic-
ipated.”

Andy Gerard, Sachtleben’s 
coach of six years, also said 
when Sachtleben first joined 

he hadn’t expected her to be 
as successful as she’s become.

“Her credentials when she 
arrived were decent, but not 
anything that we thought, 
‘Wow, this is gonna take off,’” 
Gerard said.

At first, it took Sachtleben 
a couple of weeks to hit her 
stride. Doug Sachtleben said 
his daughter came to him af-
ter the first few practices and 
told him she wanted to quit.

“I didn’t even know there 
was such thing as a workout 
that you had to do to when I 
started running,” she said, 
“so I was shocked when I got 
there and it was actually re-
ally hard.”

The encouragement of her 
parents and coaches helped 
Sachtleben persevere in the 
long run; within months, 
she had become a GMU Cross 
Country star in the 5K and 
10K events. She graduated 
from college in 2015, but still 
trains with Gerard and the 
GMU track team as a volun-
teer assistant coach. Now 
when she competes, she is 
sponsored by Saucony. 

Gerard said Sachtleben’s 
greatest strength as an ath-
lete is, predictably, her endur-
ance. While certain athletes 

excel in a sprint, Sachtleben 
thrives making gradual prog-
ress toward an end goal.

“If you lined her up for 
a 100 [meter race], she’s 
probably gonna get her butt 
kicked,” Gerard said, “but it’s 
just her ability to keep going, 
to find that red line and stay 
on it, where she’s operating 
as close to 100 percent as she 
can for a tremendously long 
period.”

Doug Sachtleben also ap-
plauded his daughter’s ability 
to push past mental obsta-
cles. While endurance comes 
naturally to Sachtleben, she 
has had to work to improve 
her mental game and confi-
dence.

“We knew she could do it 
because we’ve seen her im-
prove so much over the last 
couple of years,” Doug Sacht-
leben said of watching his 
daughter win the marathon. 
“But to actually see her finish 
as well as she did and be as 
confident I guess afterwards 
– she just didn’t seem worn 
down; it seemed like she had 
been out for a jog - it was just 
really exciting.”

On the day of the Rich-
mond Marathon, Gerard 
hadn’t been able to watch 
Sachtleben because of a GMU 
track meet, but he said he had 
been eagerly keeping up as 
online results came in.

“We had set up a pretty 
conservative race plan,” Ge-
rard said, “so when I saw her 
splits at 10K, great; when I 
saw her splits at the halfway 
point, fantastic; 20 miles, 
fantastic. Over two hours and 
40 minutes, you kind of get 
more and more excited as she 
gets closer and closer to the 
finish line.”

After celebrating the win 
with a burger, Sachtleben is 
back to training for her next 
challenge: the Olympic team 
trials. She said her goal over 
the next two and a half years 
is to get her marathon time 
down to two hours and 37 

SPORTS
MARATHONER FROM | 1

PHOTO/MICHAEL SCOTT
Above: Bethany Sachtleben competes in a track meet.   Below: Andy Gerard, Sachtleben’s coach of six 
years, lifts her in the air after a run.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Thank you!
Sending my heartfelt thanks to all 
of my clients, family and friends 
— past, present and future  
And wishing that this Holiday 
Season fills your heart and home 
with happiness and joy that lasts 
forever!

- Bonnie

Bonnie Rivkin
Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage
703.598.7788
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minutes. That time would 
earn her an “A” standard and 
a free trip to the Olympic tri-
als. “B” standard competitors 
also qualify for the trials but 
have to pay their own way.

“I think she can run a lot 
faster with some more spe-
cific preparation and some 
specific things we can do to 
improve on it and a little bit 
more aggressive race plan,” 
Gerard said.

Moving forward in train-
ing, Gerard said Sachtleben 
is going to spend time on the 
track this spring building her 
speed, then she will most 
likely run another marathon 
in the fall of 2018. He said the 
location of the Olympic trials 
has not been announced yet, 
but they will take place in 
early 2020.

To train for a big race 
like the trials or a marathon, 
Sachtleben follows an inten-
sive program that includes 
covering 100 miles per week 
along with varying workouts. 

“It’s not an easy sport,” 
Gerard said. “You see those 
T-shirts that say, ‘Our sport 
is your sport’s punishment.’ 
I mean, if you screw up in 
soccer or in basketball what 
does your coach make you do? 
They make you go run. Well, 
we run, that’s what we do.”

Sachtleben’s daily rou-
tine involves waking up at 5 
a.m., driving to the George 
Mason campus and running 

four miles (her definition of 
a “short run”). After the run, 
Sachtleben stays on campus 
for her day job, where she 
works from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. as 
an accountant in GMU’s facil-
ities department. 

The flexed work hours 
allow Sachtleben to practice 
with the track team every 
day at 3:15. When practice 
ends at 6, she goes back to 
her apartment to study for 
the CPA exam and relax with 
her cat before she has to 
wake up the next day and do 
it all again.

“One of the things about 
being a distance runner, 
there’s no off-season,” Ge-
rard said. “You basically do 
this sport 365 days a year … 
Her ability to make room for 
it in an otherwise normal life 
is relatively unique. She’s cer-
tainly very hard working, very 
diligent, very willing to make 
the sacrifices that you have to 
make to be a top-quality dis-
tance runner.” 

While winning races is re-
warding, Sachtleben said she 
sticks with running simply 
because she’d go crazy if she 
didn’t. 

“I just love it,” she said. 
“Going on a run every morn-
ing, you feel like you accom-
plish something. It’s stress 
relief, and I just want to get 
faster; that’s always the rea-
son I go out and run and do 
workouts. I want to be fast, 
and I want to be good at it.” 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

SPORTS

MARATHONER FROM | 26

COURTESY PHOTO
Bethany Sachtleben poses with the George Mason cross country 
team. 

Scores this week:

Nov. 27

TC L 52-45 @ Forest Park

Girls’ Basketball

Scores this week:

Nov. 28

Episcopal W 64-30 vs. Christ Chapel 
Academy 
SSSAS W 70-21 vs. Oakcrest

Boys’ Basketball
School  Record

Bishop Ireton     0-0
Episcopal      0-0
SSSAS      0-0
T.C. Williams     0-1

School  Record

Bishop Ireton        0-0
Episcopal            1-0
SSSAS         1-0
T.C. Williams        0-0

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records and game results for the prior 
week in two sports per season for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, 
Episcopal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams High School. Records will 
be presented alphabetically, while results will be listed by date.

This winter, the sports included are boys’ and girls’ basketball. We will also be run-
ning photos with captions from games and encourage readers to send timely photos for 
submission to newstips@alextimes.com. We will also continue covering games from var-
ious sports, as well as running sports features about Alexandria athletes.

Alexandria Sports Roundup
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102 Franklin Street
Beautiful hardwood floors, handsome formal 
rooms, a family room adjacent to the kitchen, large 
bedroom suites, each with its own luxurious bath, 
abundant closets, 2 fireplaces and 2-car garage are 
all wonderful components of this picture perfect 
home in Backyard Boats with an interior elevator 
reaching all floors.   
Offered at $1,985,000 

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578 • dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

SAVE THE DATE

February 17, 2018  |  7 p.m.
Belle Haven Country Club

www.communitylodgings.org

 Community Lodgings
 30th

anniversary gala
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Holiday Happiness For You
Enjoy $25 off of your choice of session 

or class. Use code “AlexTimes”
One per person. Good through 3/18

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

105 South Union Street | 703-684-4682
www.TheOldTownShop.com | @TheOldTownShop

We have something for everyone, making all your holiday 
shopping dreams come true!   Visit The Port for history 
and regional books.  Shop at Locals’ Alley.  Play in the 
Kids’ Cove.  Find the perfect OTX gift.  And… more!

The #1 destination for Old Town Alexandria 
mementoes and unique local gifts

‘Tis the season to shop 
locally and not be one of 
“those” shoppers who only 
patronize online retailers. 

Though we’re not judg-
ing anyone’s shopping hab-
its here – online or other-
wise — we’ve gathered a list 
of gifts that are emblematic 
of Alexandria. Whether it’s 
clothing, care products or 
adult beverages, here are 
some of our top local picks 
for this holiday season. 

Dolce & Bean 
When it comes to pas-

tries, Alexandria has no 
shortage. Whether it’s Buzz 
Bakery, Sugar Shack, Alex-
andria Cupcake, the Happy 
Tart or Alexandria Pas-
try Shop, there are many 
options. Dolce & Bean, 
though, is the new kid on 
the block, having opened in 
Del Ray earlier this year. 

Dolce & Bean serves up 
a wide selection of colorful 
macaroons, cupcakes, cakes 
and chocolate at its Mount 

Vernon Avenue location. 
If you’re hosting a holiday 
party – or just looking for 
a gift for a friend or family 
member with a sweet tooth 
– Dolce & Bean also offers 
personalized macaroons 

and cupcakes.
Where to get it: Dolce & 
Bean, 2003 Mt. Vernon 
Ave. (Open Tuesday – Friday 
from 12 to 9 p.m.; Saturday 

Unique Alexandria finds

COURTESY PHOTO
Chocolates on display at Dolce and Bean.

SEE GIFTS | 31
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This season’s menu has 
everything you need to fill your 
holiday table. We offer full 
service catering, delivery and 
pick up options for all orders
703.549.2708
www.bittersweetcatering.com
FREE PIE on all orders over $100
please mention code AT25 when ordering

Holiday Catering 
by Bittersweet

FROM PIES TO SIDES, WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

◦ ◦

from 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m.; Closed Monday)

Old Town Shop
The name says it all. A 

relative newcomer to Old 
Town’s retail scene, the 
Old Town Shop offers many 
Alexandria-centric gifts, 
including apparel, home 
goods, art and favorite gifts 
like mugs. 

The store’s owner, long-
time resident Valerie Ian-
ieri, opened the store with 
Old Town’s brand in mind. 
Since opening, the store 
has unveiled its own cus-
tom-made products, like its 
OTX mugs.
Where to get it: Old Town 
Shop, 105 S. Union St. 
(Open Monday – Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sun-

day from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.)

Port City Brewing Co. 
Beer has been the per-

fect gift for husbands, dads, 
brothers and boyfriends for 
eons. Now, with craft beer’s 
dominance of the market, 
it can be found just about 
anywhere, from your local 

convenience store to spe-
cialty stores like Depart-
ment of Beer and Wine in 
Potomac Yard. 

Port City Brewing Co. 
has been operating on 
Wheeler Avenue in Alexan-
dria’s West End since 2011. 
Since then, they’ve made 
their mark on the craft beer 

scene, both in the great-
er D.C. area and beyond. 
If you’re looking for a sea-
sonal beer with a punch, 
Port City has its Tidings 
Ale, a Belgian strong gold-
en ale, available on tap and 
in bottles. For the beer snob 
who already knows what 
Port City is, thank you very 
much, there’s also a wide 
array of t-shirts, sweat-
shirts, glassware and, of 
course, growlers available 
for sale in its taproom.
Where to get it: Port City 
Brewing Co., 3950 Wheeler 

Ave. (Open Monday – Thurs-
day from 4 to 9 p.m.; Friday 
from 3 to 10 p.m.; Sunday 
from 12 to 6 p.m.)

Red Barn Mercantile
Red Barn Mercantile 

sells gifts year-round at 
its Old Town shop, and if 
you’re looking for some-
thing that screams Alex-
andria, chances are owner 
Amy Rutherford will have 
it in stock. Some of her Al-
exandria-centric offerings 
include an oh-so-colorful 
throw pillow, a tote bag and 
a dishtowel. 

If you’re looking for 
greeting cards or Christmas 
cards, Rutherford offers a 
large selection at Red Barn 
– and her new store, Penny 
Post, offers custom holiday 
cards and a specialized sta-
tionery stock. 
Where to get it: Red Barn 
Mercantile, 1117 King St.; 
Penny Post, 1201 King St.

Swing’s Coffee
Chances are you have a 

SEE GIFTS | 32

PHOTO/JANE HUGHES
Left: Port City Brewing Co.’s seasonal release, Tidings. Right: Swing’s Coffee on display for sale. 

GIFTS FROM | 30

COURTESY PHOTO



32 |NOVEMBER 30, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

stonewallkitchen.com

national harbor company store
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

Holi -d e a l s !

Celebrate the holiday 
season with our daily

Visit us in store or online 

for details.

family member or friend who 
can’t live without that first 
cup of coffee in the morn-
ing. There are a number of 
beloved coffee shops in Alex-
andria to choose from when 
getting your fix, from St. 
Elmo’s to Junction Bakery & 
Bistro to Uptowner Café. 

Swing’s Coffee has been 
operating its roastery and 
coffee bar in Alexandria 
since 2013. You can choose 
from a wide range of prod-
ucts at Swing’s Del Ray loca-
tion, including coffee beans 
and other merchandise. Al-
ternatively, opt for a more 
adventurous option like nitro 
cold brew or bourbon aged 
coffee in a growler (prices 
range from $16 to $30 for a 
full growler fill).
Where to get it: Swing’s Cof-
fee Del Ray, 501 E. Monroe 
Ave. (Open Monday – Friday 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday 
and Sunday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.)

Truly-Life
Soap and care products 

are among those things 

you never stop needing. For 
those who prefer soap that’s 
unique, eclectic or one that 
keeps the environment in 
mind, Truly-Life is a good 
option. Alexandria resident 
Mellenie Runion makes her 
hand-made soaps and skin 
care products locally. 

Truly-Life offers a num-
ber of handmade gifts, in-
cluding soap, bath fizz, 
soap-infused loofahs, lotion 
and lip balm. All are hand-
made by Runion with herbs 
from her garden. They’re 
also dedicated to recycling 
all their materials and using 
biodegradable packaging. 
You can get Truly-Life at a 
number of local stores and, 
if you can’t run to the store 
and live in the 22301 zip 
code, the retailer offers bike 
deliveries. 
Where to get it: Old Town 
Farmers’ Market, The 
Christmas Attic, Bon Vivant 
Market, the Old Town Shop, 
the Healing Tree, Juniper Eco 
Salon, Neighborhood Phar-
macy and Olio Tasting Room

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

GIFTS FROM | 31

COURTESY PHOTO
Truly-Life’s hand-made soaps and skin care products are available 
for purchase all around Alexandria. 
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located at 413 to 417 N. Co-
lumbus St. from RM to CD. 

The new assisted living 
home has been in the works 
for about a year, Sunrise Se-
nior Vice President of Invest-
ments & Development Jerry 
Liang said. Although Sunrise 
has an existing location at 
3520 Duke St. in the middle 
of Alexandria, Liang said the 
company saw additional po-
tential in Old Town.  

“Sunrise has been in Vir-
ginia for a very long time. 
We were founded here 35 
years ago. We’ve been ser-
vicing the Northern Virginia 
area for a long time and this 
is our hometown as well,” Li-
ang said. “We know there is a 
growing need for the overall 
community and, in particular, 
we felt the Old Town commu-
nity was underserved.” 

Since selecting the par-
cel of land – which primarily 
fronts on North Washington 
Street, but also has frontag-
es on North Columbus and 
Princess streets – Sunrise has 
been working on the logistics 
of the development with city 
staff and would-be neighbors.

“We were very fortunate 
that a little over a year ago 
the opportunity arose and we 
were able to take advantage. 
We’ve worked tirelessly with 
planning staff and neighbors 
to make this project possible 
in Old Town,” Liang said.

The new facility will offer 
both assisted living services 
and a memory care unit. Liang 
said Sunrise offers the same 
services at each location in or-
der to provide consistent qual-
ity of care.

It was the facility’s af-
fordable housing units that 
prompted the most debate at 
city council’s public hearing. 

Sunrise initially agreed to 
provide one studio auxiliary 
grant-funded unit as part of its 
affordable housing contribu-
tion. An auxiliary grant unit 
is part of a Virginia program 
that combines commonwealth 
and city funding to subsidize 

the rent of a low-income se-
nior. Virginia pays 80 percent 
and the city pays 20 percent 
of the rent up to what the se-
nior’s income is. In this case, 
Sunrise would offer the aux-
iliary grant-funded unit for 
$1,400 in rent, as opposed to 
its market-priced units at the 
Old Town facility, which would 
rent for several times that am-
mount, Sunrise’s attorney Ken 
Wire from McGuireWoods said 
at the meeting.  

At the meeting, the city’s 
Director of Housing Helen 
McIlvain said Sunrise had 
offered a second auxiliary 
grant-funded unit. Wire said 
the new unit would be located 
on the fourth floor.

“We can have a little bit 
of discussion as to where that 
unit would go, but, in essence, 
somewhere that’s three stories 
will have to change to four sto-
ries,” Wire said at the meeting. 
“By adding a unit on top, it’s a 
lot less cost to us. The value 
is still the same at $3 million. 
You’re not taking away one 
of my 90 units; you’re adding 
something on top.”  

Though city council ap-
proved the plans, the addition 
of a second auxiliary grant 
unit will mean Sunrise will 
have to go back to the Old & 
Historic District Board of Ar-
chitectural Review for approv-
al of the 92nd unit before pro-
ceeding. 

Several city councilors 
and Mayor Allison Silberberg 

praised the possibility of two 
auxiliary grant units in Old 
Town. Currently, McIlvain 
said there’s only one such unit 
in the city. In addition, Wire 
said Sunrise expects to draw 
the majority of its residents – 
about 80 to 90 percent – from 
within a mile or two of the 
new facility. 

“We know there’s a tre-
mendous need because DCHS 
has a waiting list for people to 
be served. We’re hopeful that 
this would allow someone in 
the city to basically be getting 
the care they need,” McIlvain 
said. “It’s close to Ladray, it’s 
close to Annie B. Rose. We as-
sume there are many people 
who are currently neighbors 
who would be assisted by this 
project.” 

Liang declined to comment 
further on the addition of the 
second auxiliary unit. Sunrise 
agreed to provide the two af-
fordable units for 40 years. 

Not everyone, however, 
was pleased with the last-min-
ute addition of the auxiliary 
unit. Councilor Paul Smed-
berg said adding something 
of this magnitude at the last 
minute based on late night 
conversations with the devel-
oper, Wire and city councilors 
the night before the public 
hearing wasn’t the correct 
process.

“I’m not saying it’s not a 
worthy cause or something 
that we shouldn’t pursue. I’m 
not saying that at all, but the 

process of how we get there, 
last-minute requests coming 
from groups and individuals 
– it’s just not right,” Smedberg 
said.

Councilor Del Pepper was 
concerned about the unit’s 
cost to the city and asked if one 
of the auxiliary grant units 
could be reserved for memory 
care patients. Wire said, due 
to the differing needs of mem-
ory care patients, that would 
be difficult to do. 

“The difference between 
memory care and assisted liv-
ing is pretty great. This is not 
a skilled nursing facility. The 
majority of our clients are get-
ting help with bathing, eating, 
some administration of med-
icine,” Wire said. “Memory 
care service is a heavy aspect. 
Some people need to be in a 
room where they don’t get 
lost, and others need people 
next to them at arm’s length 
all day long.”

In addition to the afford-
able housing component, 
other community amenities 
include 80,000 square feet of 
green space, the addition of 
improved brick sidewalks, the 
addition of trees along the 
sidewalks and a publicly acces-
sible mid-block connection. 

The new facility will also 
have an underground parking 
garage that can accommodate 
54 spaces. During peak times, 
Sunrise has outlined a parking 
plan that increases the park-
ing garage’s capacity by 16 

extra cars. The facility plans 
to accommodate loading on 
Princess Street, with limited 
deliveries during the day, as 
well as resident pick-up and 
drop-off. The parking garage 
will also be able to accommo-
date those picking up or drop-
ping off residents. 

Only two residents spoke 
publicly at the public hearing, 
and the couple, Greg and Al-
lison Ricketts, complimented 
Sunrise on its willingness to 
work with them and others. 
Throughout the process of de-
veloping a plan, Sunrise said 
it worked to get input from 
neighbors who would be im-
pacted. 

“We approached folks in 
the area without a plan, with-
out a specifically designed 
formula of how it was going to 
work. We just knew we wanted 
to put something here and we 
knew we wanted it to be a cer-
tain size,” Liang said. “… We 
had quite a few face-to-face 
meetings, at least four, and 
multiple meetings with plan-
ning staff. The idea began to 
coalesce of trying to restore 
the residential character.” 

The Ricketts agreed with 
that characterization of the 
process. At the meeting, Greg 
Ricketts said they had provid-
ed Sunrise with a photo of the 
May House, a historic home 
that used to occupy the space 
the assisted living facility will 
eventually occupy. That home 
was eventually destroyed to 
make way for new develop-
ment.

When Sunrise received the 
photo, it began to incorporate 
elements of the May House 
into their design. It was par-
ticularly exciting for the cou-
ple, who live at 420 N. Wash-
ington St. in one of the only 
remaining historic homes on 
that section of Alexandria’s 
main thoroughfare. 

“We would like to com-
pliment Sunrise in their out-
reach to the neighborhood, 
their willingness to work 
with the neighborhood to 

SEE SUNRISE | 47
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COURTESY IMAGE
A rendering of the planned Sunrise Assisted Living facility in Old Town. 
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Strategy. Service. Sales.
THANK YOU CLIENTS!

57 Old Town Village Sold Listings
Sale Price vs Original List Price: 98.3%

Average Days on Market: 18

109 S Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.549.9292

McEnearney.com

Lifetime Top Producer, NVAR
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club
Licensed in VA and DC

703-969-5522
choosemaryfarrell.com

1102 Roundhouse Ln $715,000 
1206 Roundhouse Ln $540,000 
313 Henry St S $495,000 
319 Fayette St S $499,000 
409 Henry St S $859,000 
1208 Roundhouse Ln $594,000 
1114 Duke Street $535,000 
1230 Roundhouse Ln $629,900 
317 Henry St S $949,000 
302 Payne St S $732,500 
321 Fayette St S $998,000 
1230 Roundhouse Ln $835,000 
320 Fayette St S $798,900 
1203 Wilkes St        $1,224,900 
422 Fayette St $875,000 
412 Payne St $729,000 
320 Fayette St S $865,000 
335 Fayette St S $925,000 
1225 Roundhouse Ln $935,000 
303 Henry St S $729,000 
1102 Roundhouse Ln   $1,225,000 
306 Payne St $849,900 
1212 Roundhouse Ln S $815,000 
1105 Roundhouse Ln.  $1,125,000 
1105 Wilkes St        $1,199,000 
428 Fayette St S $870,000 
1304 Roundhouse Ln  $525,000 
307 Fayette St $823,000 
316 Fayette St S $910,000 

1405 Roundhouse Ln  $498,000
1223 Roundhouse Ln $810,000 
1228 Roundhouse Ln $835,000 
1103 Wilkes St        $1,175,000 
1112 Roundhouse Ln   $1,200,000
411 Henry St S        $1,185,000 
306 Fayette St S $799,900 
400 Payne St S  $795,000 
1205 Wilkes St        $1,185,000 
337 Fayette St $844,900 
1114 Duke St $715,000 
323 Fayette St S $760,000 
1229 Roundhouse Ln $825,000 
322 Fayette St S        $1,395,000 
403 Fayette St S $849,900 
313 Henry St S $835,000 
414 Fayette St        $1,194,000 
424 Fayette St S $825,000 
1211 Wilkes St        $1,350,000 
1202 Roundhouse Ln $950,000 
1222 Roundhouse Ln $894,900 
1216 Roundhouse Ln $830,000 
1230 Roundhouse Ln $884,900 
306 Fayette St S $924,900 
1204 Roundhouse Ln $887,000 
308 Payne St $887,000 
303 Henry St S $800,000 
330 West St  $679,900 
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BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

When I was growing up, I always looked for-
ward to staying at my yiayia’s house. Yiayia, my 
dad’s mother, had a way of making food magical.

Whether it was typical kid fare, like butter noo-
dles, or her Greek dishes, like ovgolemono soup 
(lemon chicken soup thickened with eggs), lamb, 
pastitso (a Greek version of lasagna topped off with 
béchamel sauce) or Greek desserts like kouloura-
kia (Greek biscotti cookies) or loukoumades (donut 
holes with honey and walnuts), she always made 
it delicious, with the help of significant amounts 
of butter. 

Holidays were no different. Even though 
Thanksgiving isn’t a traditional Greek holiday, 
yiayia always hosted a celebration, with plenty 
of lamb, Greek potatoes and, perhaps my favorite 
dish, spanakopita. 

Spanakopita, or spinach pie, is still a favorite of 
mine as an adult – and, because it has spinach, you 
can always justify eating a second piece. 

Spanakopita is made with finicky filo dough, 
which makes it difficult to make for those who ha-
ven’t worked with the paper-thin dough before. If 
you buy frozen filo dough, make sure to thaw it at 
least two hours before you start cooking.

You start with spinach, which can be either 
fresh or frozen, depending on your preference. For 
fresh spinach, you simply have to wash and chop it. 
For frozen spinach, you have to wait for it to thaw. 

Once the spinach is ready, sauté a large onion or 
five scallions until translucent and then add spin-
ach, as well as salt, pepper and dill.

While the spinach is sautéing, you can go ahead 
and get the egg mixture ready. To do this, blend 
three eggs, a cup of feta, a cup of blue cheese and 
three ounces of cream cheese.

When the spinach has cooked down, set it aside 
until cool. Once it’s cool, combine the spinach and 
egg mixtures with a standing mixer or hand mixer. 
Set your mixture aside.

Now for the most difficult part: Preparing your 
filo dough mixture. My yiayia always made spana-
kopita in a 9 by 13 inch baking pan, but you can 
make individual triangle spanakopitas if you pre-
fer. 

If you choose to bake your spanakopita in a pan, 
grease your pan with butter or olive oil. Then melt 
two sticks of butter and place it in a small bowl and 
set it by the pan. Carefully unroll your filo dough 
from the package and place one sheet in the bot-
tom of the greased pan. Using a pastry brush, cov-
er the layer with butter. Repeat this process eight 
times. 

CALENDAR
December events
Learn about how Christmas was celebrated 
during the Civil War and more |   Page 40

ARTS
‘Wonder’
This film will catch you off guard and make you 
ugly cry in theaters    |   Page 36

HOMES
Holiday decor ideas
Tips on how to decorate your home from 
Victoria Sanchez  |   Page 38

TimesLiving
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

Yiayia’s Spanakopita
Ingredients
3 packages frozen or equiv-
alent fresh spinach
½ cup olive oil
One large onion or five 
scallions
Dill 
3 eggs
1 cup feta 
1 cup blue cheese
3 ounces cream cheese
2 sticks of butter
Package of frozen filo
9-by-13 baking pan
Pastry brush

Recipe
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees and 
butter or grease 9-by-13 baking pan

2. If using fresh spinach, wash, drain 
and chop. If using frozen spinach, 
simply thaw

3. Chop onions or scallions and then 
sauté in olive oil

4. Add dill, salt and pepper before 
adding the spinach to the sauté pan. 
Set aside and let cool

5. Blend three eggs, 1 cup of feta, 
1 cup of blue cheese, 3 ounces of 
cream cheese

6. Add mixtures together in a large 
bowl and blend using mixer or hand 
mixer. Set mixture aside

7. Melt two sticks of butter and place 
in small bowl

8. Place one sheet of filo dough in 
greased 9 by 13 pan

9. Butter sheet of filo dough thor-
oughly

10. Repeat step eight times

11. Place mixture on top of buttered 
eighth sheet of filo dough

12. Place filo dough on top of mixture 
and butter with pastry brush 

13. Repeat step eight times

14. Cut finished spanakopita into 
even rectangles with sharp knife

15. Place in oven and cook for 30 
minutes

A Greek-style  
Thanksgiving 

Jenny Epitropoulos 

SEE SPANAKOPITA | 39



36 |NOVEMBER 30, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

BY RICHARD ROEPER 

You know “Wonder” is 
going to be a cry movie, what 
with the amazing young ac-
tor Jacob Tremblay (“Room”) 
playing a brave and amazing 
10-year-old boy named Au-
gust “Auggie” Pullman, who 
was born with a genetic fa-
cial deformity and has un-
dergone some 17 operations, 
but still alarms adults and 

freaks out kids merely by 
taking off his space helmet 
and letting the world see 
him.  

What elevates Stephen 
Chbosky’s adaptation of the 
best-selling novel of the 
same name by R.J. Palacio 
is the myriad ways in which 
“Wonder” catches us just 
a little off-guard and puts 
lumps in our throats, even 
when Auggie is off-screen, 

and we’re learning about 
supporting characters who 
rarely get their own sections 
in movies such as this.  

Every once in a while, a 
character’s name pops up 
on the screen, and the sto-
ry shifts to that individual’s 
point of view.  

Auggie’s 14-year-old sis-
ter, Via (Izabela Vidovic, in 
a lovely performance), dear-
ly loves her brother and has 
willingly yielded the family 
spotlight to him all these 
years, but Via wishes her 
mother, Isabel (Julia Rob-
erts), would once, just once, 
draw a picture of her, ask her 
about the first day of school 
or look at her at the dinner 
table the way she looks at 
Auggie.  

Or how about Via’s best 
friend since they were lit-
tle kids, Miranda (Danielle 
Rose Russell)? She’s come 
back from summer camp 
with pink streaks in her hair 
and a nose ring and a sudden 
lack of interest in being Via’s 
friend anymore. When we 
drop in on Miranda’s world, 
there’s a surprising and 

moving motive behind the 
“Mean Girls” persona.  

Even Jack Will (Noah 
Jupe), who becomes Auggie’s 
first real friend, but then 
becomes estranged from 
his pal, gets his own scene 
or two. All of these detours 
eventually circle around to 
the story of Auggie’s adven-
tures in the fifth grade, in 
his first year at school with 
other students (his mother 
had been home schooling 
him up to that point). But 
when the focus shifts to 
Auggie, we’re more invest-
ed in the story as a whole 
because we understand and 
care about some of the key 
players in this pivotal period 
of his life.  

On more than a few oc-
casions, “Wonder” ladles on 
the syrup. No movie should 
feature the White Stripes’ 
sweet but overused “We’re 
Going to Be Friends” not 
once, but twice. The second 
time is an almost guaran-
teed whimsy overdose.  

When your movie is about 
a brave but vulnerable little 
boy with facial differences, 
you probably don’t need to 
pile on the sentimentality 
with an adorable dog who’s 
been a part of the fami-
ly since Auggie was born, 
which was a decade ago, and 
you do the math. And I’m not 
saying there’s a scene where 
Daisy the dog whimpers and 
Auggie’s mom says, “Are you 
OK, girl?” but I’m not saying 

there isn’t one, either.  
Owen Wilson gives one of 

his most endearing perfor-
mances in years as Auggie’s 
dad. Wilson is still sport-
ing that surfer’s haircut, 
and he retains some of his 
long-running “Hey, dude” 
cool, but he’s perfectly be-
lievable as a hipster dad who 
often plays the good cop to 
mom’s bad cop.  

Roberts, who whips out 
the most infectious laugh in 
the movies at an opportune 
time, does fine work as Aug-
gie’s mom, who has pretty 
much set her life on hold 
from the moment Auggie 
was born.  

The young actors, nota-
bly Vidovic, Nadji Jeter as a 
potential love interest for 
Via and Millie Davis as a girl 
named Summer who tires of 
her classmates making fun 
of Auggie, are terrific.  

Daveed Diggs does 
strong work as Mr. Browne, 
a former Wall Street hot-
shot now teaching. Mandy 
Patinkin is Mr. Tushman 
the principal, who embraces 
the obvious jokes connected 
to his last name, sports a 
wise man’s beard and makes 
decisions with a crinkle 
in his eyes. Who wouldn’t 
want Mandy Patinkin as 
their middle-school princi-
pal? 

Unrecognizable under 
the prosthetics and the 
makeup, Jacob Tremblay is 
indeed wondrous as Aug-
gie. He’s playing a boy who 
is smart and pure of heart 
and just a good kid overall, 
but like any 10-year-old, 
he’s prone to outbursts of 
temper and selfish behav-
ior, and a tendency to think 
nobody else in the world 
ever has any problems, ever. 
The learning curve for Aug-
gie is just beginning. The 
same could be said of those 
just getting to know him. 
They’ll soon see it’s their 
good fortune to have Aug-
gie in their lives. 

Three stars. 

ARTS

A Christmas Carol                          12/1 - 12/16

Ebenezer Scrooge, a 
miserable Victorian humbug, 
travels with ghostly guides 
through Christmas past, 
present, and future to find the 
true meaning of the holidays.  
Complete with special effects, 
Victorian carols and Tiny Tim.
A Christmas Carol 
is a must for the 
entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!

A ‘Wonder’ful movie

COURTESY PHOTOS
Jacob Tremblay and Julia Roberts star in “Wonder.” 
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Let’s Eat 

What are your seasonal specials?
The Majestic serves “Sunday Supper,” a south-
ern-style fried chicken with your choice of 
sides. We also offer daily specials, includ-
ing duck meatloaf on Monday, crab cakes on 
Tuesday, a rotisserie leg of lamb on Wednes-
day and half-priced wine bottles for “Wine 
Down Wednesday,” a rotisserie prime rib on 
Thursday, a whole roasted Branzino for two on 
Friday and a cast iron-seared porterhouse for 
two on Saturday. We also serve a brunch menu 
every Saturday and Sunday. Frequent lunch 
guests can join The Majestic’s “lunch club,” 
and earn a free entree after buying seven. 
  
What’s something unique about the 
restaurant? 
The Majestic was first opened as The Majestic 
Cafe in 1932 and was operated by the Gadonas 
family until 1978. The cafe reopened in 2001 
and was purchased by Alexandria Restaurant 
Partners in 2015. ARP embarked on a plan to 
create an entirely new concept to fill the his-
toric storefront, preserving the original Art 
Deco facade and neon signs. 

Describe the decor of the restaurant. 
The interior decor of the restaurant, rede-
signed in 2016, pays homage to the original art 
deco elements, but features modern updates 
in rich jewel tones, warm, ambient lighting 
and vibrant artwork. The walls are adorned 
with salon-style paintings, photographs and 
mirrors, adding to the sophisticated yet ap-
proachable theme that carries out in both the 
decor and the seasonal menu.

Is it a family business?
It was originally owned and operated by the 
Gadonas family and is now part of the Alex-
andria Restaurant Partners’ family of restau-
rants, including Vola’s Dockside Grill, Lena’s 
Wood-fired Pizza & Tap, Virtue Feed & Grain 
and Palette 22.

Old Town’s The Majestic

AT A GLANCE
Restaurant: The Majestic
Location: 911 King St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Owner: Alexandria Restaurant Partners
Year Opened: Reopened after 
renovations in May 2016; restaurant 
originally opened in 1932
Type of Food: Contemporary 
seasonal bistro fare
Hours: Monday to Thursday 
— 11:30 a.m. - 12 a.m.
Friday – 11:30 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Saturday – 10 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Sunday — 10 a.m. - 12 a.m.
Contact: Jeff Turner, General Manager

PHOTOS/JEREMY BRANDT-VOREL
Above: The interior of the restaurant features original art deco elements, as well as modern updates 
and vibrant artwork.    Below: The restaurant serves dishes from a contemporary seasonal bistro menu. 

Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Order online or by phone:
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 683-1876
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

107 N. Fayette Street • Old Town Alexandria • www.meggrolls.com

Meggrolls are your favorite dishes
wrapped in a crunchy wonton

(Buffalo Wing, Chicken Parm, Gyro...delish!)

107 N. Fayette Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314
www.meggrolls.com  •  info@meggrolls.com

571.312.0399

Boardwalk Fries • Fresh Slaws
White Beach Chicken Chili

Beer & Wine
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HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

Location: 608 
Woodland Terrace, 
Alexandria 22302
Neighborhood: 
Jefferson Park
Price: $1,195,000
Bedrooms: 4 (3 
upper, 1 lower)
Baths: 3.5
Interior: About 
2,600 square feet
Lot: 8,510 square feet
Year Built: 1930
Parking: Detached 
garage and driveway

This classic home has 
been beautifully updated 
for today’s lifestyle, while 
maintaining its 1930s charm 
and character.  A two-sto-
ry foyer entry welcomes 
you to the spacious living 
room with abundant natu-
ral light, custom built-ins 
and a wood-burning fire-
place.  This home comes 
with a formal dining room 
and gourmet eat-in kitch-
en, which is equipped with 
beautiful granite counters, 
abundant counter and cabi-
net space and stainless steel 

appliances. There’s room for 
the whole family, with three 
upper level bedrooms and 
two full baths, including 
the Master suite with vault-
ed ceilings and spa-inspired 
en suite bath. The finished 
lower level features a fam-
ily room with French doors 
that open to the back yard, 
a fourth bedroom and third 
full bath – perfect for guests 
or an au pair.

Contact Christine Garner, 
Weichert Realtors, (703) 888-
5111, Christine@Christine-
Garner.com.

Spacious corner lot home combines 
modern style, old-fashioned charm

COURTESY PHOTO
This classic Sears Tudor home is situated on a large lot with mature 
trees.

BY VICTORIA SANCHEZ

Doesn’t preparing for the 
holidays seem like its turned 
into a national competition? 
Stores are decorating in Oc-
tober, commercials start in 
November, and the pressure 
increases at an alarming 
rate until you feel like you’re 
spinning. Let’s take a deep 
breath and get through this 
together. Here are a few tips 
to help get you organized 
starting at your front door.

Exterior Decor: 
A gorgeous wreath with a 
festive bow is a holiday sta-
ple. I suggest going to the 
Campagna Center (campag-
nacenter.org) and decking 
your halls with a wreath 
and luscious garland. If 
you want to invest a little 
bit more time, then hang a 

smaller size wreath with co-
ordinating ribbon on each 
window in the front of your 
home. 

Interior Lighting and 
Decor: 
The interior of your home is 
a reflection of you. Take a 
look at the rooms you plan 
on entertaining in with par-
ticular attention to the fur-
niture arrangement. Is there 
enough seating for every-
body? How does the lighting 
make you feel? Your conver-
sation area should be set up 
for ease of speaking without 
yelling across a room. I like 
to set up an arrangement 
around a coffee table so that 
everyone can reach food. Be 
sure that you take the time 
to sit in each spot around 

Merriment in the Madness: Holiday decorating tips

SEE DECOR | 39

COURTESY PHOTOS
Above: Victoria Sanchez 
is the owner of Victoria 
at Home, located on King 
Street. 
Left: Although red and 
green are obvious choices 
for decor colors for the 
holidays, don’t forget about 
gold, hues of blue and rich 
oranges to create a warm 
and elegant feel. 
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HOMES 

~ Scottish Hound ~
The pets-in-waiting at the Shelter salute the Campagna 

Center and the Scottish Walk!
They ask you to remember them as you prepare to make 

your year-end charitable contributions.
Your tax-deductible donation will help us provide a warm 

and safe bed for each homeless pet this winter.
Our cats & dogs thank you for your humane concern, and 
are most grateful to you. Toby, this week’s representative, 
is hopeful that by next year, he’ll have a home of his own!

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTABLE PETS, 
PLEASE VISIT  www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU, ALEXANDRIA

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

the room and that you have 
easy access to a surface for 
your beverage. 

Lighting is key, particu-
larly in the evening.  Your 
table lamps should have 
3-way bulbs or dimmers 
and the same wattage. This 
will provide a balanced glow 
throughout the space. 

If you want to infuse new 
decor but have run out of 
time – down filled pillows 
fabricated from the chic new 
fabrics and plush throws 
will give you an immediate 
update.

Tablescape: 
A festive dining room should 
not be underestimated. It is 

best to start setting the din-
ing table a couple of days in 
advance. This will give you 
enough time to press your 
linens, polish your silver, 
and find your grandmother’s 
china. Once you find it, de-
cide what colors you want to 
emphasize from the pattern. 
Red and green are obvious 
choices, but don’t discount 
infusing gold, hues of blue, 
and rich oranges that can 
create a warm and elegant 
tabelscape. Caspari makes a 
delightful selection of solid 
placemats and sophisticated 
napkins in a myriad of col-
ors that will easily serve as 
the anchor of any table. 

If you want an alternate 
to flowers and a table run-
ner, then I suggest gather-

ing sentimental accessories 
and creating a centerpiece, 
which will inspire meaning-
ful conversation. Gathering 
candlesticks at different 
heights with sprigs of green-
ery can also help you create 
a simple and fresh table. 

Lastly, don’t underes-
timate the impact of fra-
grance in the home. One of 
my favorite holiday candles 
is Cypress from Rigoud, 
which is a blend of pine and 
cedar with a hint of laven-
der. Relax, have fun and 
happy holidays.

Victoria Sanchez is an 
accredited interior de-

signer.  She is the owner 
of Victoria at Home lo-

cated at 1125 King St.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: A gorgeous wreath with a festive bow is a holiday staple, but to really stand out, Sanchez sug-
gests hanging a smaller sized wreath with a matching ribbon on each window in front of your home. 
Right: Don’t underestimate the impact of fragrance in the home. If you are burning candles, you 
could gather them at different heights with springs of greenery for simplicity and freshness. 
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our solid brass candlestick is a great  
addition to your home.  Giving you the 
flexibility of a 3-way light using the 
30-70-100 to illuminate your hall way, 
room, window, or wherever you choose. 
It has a graceful handle that mimics the 
candle sticks used long ago.  This candle-
stick isn’t limited to shiny brass, it can 
come in antique brass, dark bronze, and 
nickel. 
 
Come by The Lamplighter and see for your-
self how this beautiful candlestick lamp 
can add additional beauty to your home. 

Once your eighth layer is 
buttered, it’s time to place 
your mixture in the pan. 
With a rubber spatula, ease 
the mixture over the filo 
dough. Once the mixture is in 
the pan, place another layer 
of filo dough, butter it with a 

pastry brush, and repeat the 
process eight times. 

Once that’s done, care-
fully cut your mixture into 
even rectangles with a sharp 
knife. Then place your fin-
ished spanakopita in the oven 
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. 

Spanakopita is the ulti-
mate comfort food for me – 

and something that always 
reminds me of how much my 
yiayia loved spending time 
in her kitchen, cooking holi-
day dinners and teaching her 
grandchildren how to cook. 

If you make it for yourself, 
just be sure to take yiayia’s 
advice: Don’t forget the but-
ter.

SPANAKOPITA FROM | 35
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CALENDAR
DECEMBER 1 

PORT CITY RELEASE PARTY 
What better way to start off the festive 
month of December than with Port City 
Brewing Co.’s sixth lager series: Munich 
Dunkel? From the beer halls of Bavaria 
comes the dunkel. This traditional 
easy-drinking dark lager is a deep 
copper with predominant malt notes of 
biscuits and bread crust kept in check 
by a moderating hop character.
Time: 3 to 10 p.m.
Location: Port City Brewing Co., 3950 
Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.portcitybrewing.com 

TASTE OF SCOTLAND Attended 
by hundreds of guests annually, this 
festive event features a Scotch tasting 
menu, including a variety of Scotches 
directly from Scotland distilleries, a 
Scottish ale sampling, as well as beer, 
wine and food. There is also a special 
Patrons Hour from 6:30 to 8 p.m. with 
rare, top-shelf Scotch and passed hors 
d’oeuvres. 
Time: Patron Hour, 6:30 to 8 p.m.; 
General Admission, 8 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: The Atrium Building, 277 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.campagnacenter.org 

DECEMBER 2

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK 
The Campagna Center’s iconic Scottish 
Christmas Walk Parade takes place 
on Saturday, December 2, when 
dozens of Scottish clans dressed in 
colorful tartans parade through the 
streets of Old Town, joined by pipe and 
drum bands from around the region, as 
well as terriers and hounds.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Old Town (Begins at St. 
Asaph and Wolfe streets)
Information: www.campagnacenter.org 

HOLIDAY HOMES TOUR The 
Campagna Center presents the 
annual Holiday Home Tour. Explore 
Alexandria’s history and take 
advantage of this rare opportunity to 
stroll through some of Old Town’s most 
splendid homes, which will be decked 
out for the holidays by acclaimed 
interior designers and local florists. 
Admission costs $40 per person.
Time: 12:30 to 4 p.m.
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.campagnacenter.org

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
ORNAMENT WORKSHOP An 
almost completely intact ship’s 
biscuit from the 18th century was 
found this year in Alexandria. To 
commemorate the discovery, visitors 
are invited to make their own ship’s 
biscuit ornament. Each ornament will 
be stamped with the year and then 
baked at home to track the biscuit’s 
preservation. It’s fun, it’s free and it’s 
for the entire family. No registration 
required.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
archaeology 

BOAT PARADE OF LIGHTS At 
sundown on the day of Alexandria’s 
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade, 
experience one of the region’s most 
beloved holiday traditions with the 
18th Annual Alexandria Holiday Boat 
Parade of Lights. Alexandria’s harbor 
shines as dozens of brightly lit boats 
cruise the Potomac River at the historic 
waterfront. Boats will be decked to 
impress a panel of judges who will 
award prizes in eleven categories, 
including Best in Show, Thinking 
Outside the Christmas Box and 
Hardiest Souls. D.C. media personality 
Tommy McFly of 94.7 Fresh FM will 
serve as the parade announcer while 
the Fresh FM Street Team presents 
music, games and prizes on the dock 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Santa Claus will 
arrive by fireboat at the Alexandria City 
Marina before the parade at 3 p.m. 
and will walk to the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center where he will meet with 
children until 6 p.m. Parade-goers are 
invited to step in to the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center which will be open until 9 
p.m. with its annual Holiday Festival 
from 2 to 6 p.m.  Kids can also scout 
for art with a building-wide scavenger 
hunt before and after taking photos 
with Santa. Special performances at 
the art center include appearances by 
the Alexandria Choral Society Pro Coro 
and the Silver 5 Brass Quintet.
Time: Parade begins at 5:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria waterfront 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/boatparade  

DECEMBER 2 & 3

ALEXANDRIA HARMONIZERS 
HOLIDAY SHOW “Peace and Joy: An 
A Cappella Holiday Concert” presented 
by the Alexandria Harmonizers will 
feature the Harmonizers’ award-
winning 80-man chorus along with 
Virginia Bronze, a community-based 
hand bell choir and Artist-in-Residence 
at the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial; Pratt Street Power, 
a quartet from Baltimore that won 
the Barbershop Harmony Society’s 
Youth Quartet competition in 2016 
and finished as a semi-finalist at the 
2017 International BHS Convention; 
and TBD, the Harmonizers’ own 
contemporary a cappella ensemble. 
Tickets range from $25 to $35, with 
discounted tickets available for seniors 
and students.
Time: Saturday, Dec. 2 at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Dec. 3 at 2 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: www.harmonizers.org 

DECEMBER 3 

BAGELS AND BACH CONCERT 
SERIES The next “Bagels and Bach” 
concert takes place from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Dr. Oswald Durant 
Memorial Center. Come enjoy classical 
music and a light brunch, while your 
children learn how to appreciate the 
great composers. Eugena Chang and 
Loewi Lin, cellists with Eclipse Chamber 
Orchestra, will perform several pieces, 

which may include Boccherini Sonata 
in C, Suite No. 3 in C Major and 
Barriere Sonatas. Tickets are $9 for 
adults, while children five years and 
under are admitted for free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Location: Durant Memorial Center, 
1605 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565

ANNUAL DEL RAY STUDIO 
HOLIDAY SHOW This show and sale 
features a variety fine arts and crafts 
from eight Del Ray artists and their 
friends, including carved and turned 
wood creations, fine jewelry, woodfired 
pottery/ceramics, painted silk scarves, 
turned pens, paper mache masks, 
upcycle bags, handmade cards and 
more. 
Time: Noon
Location: Studio of Stephen Lally 
Pottery, 8 E. Howell Ave.
Information: www.stephenlallypottery.
com 

TOYS FOR TOTS BENEFIT 
SQUARE DANCE The National 
Capital Area Square Dance Leaders 
Association and Washington Area 
Square Dance Cooperative Association 
will perform square and round dances 
throughout the event with a special 
3 p.m. performance by the Capital 
Square Demonstration Team. You are 
invited to come watch the dancers, 
make a donation and drop off a 
toy for the Toys for Tots program. If 
contributing toys only, please drop off 
donations at the Lee Center by 3 p.m. 
This event will benefit the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program, 
and all proceeds and toys will remain in 
the Washington D.C. area. Admission 
for square dancers is $20 per couple 
or a new unopened toy. For single 
dancers, admission is $10 or a new 
unopened toy. Admission is free for 
members of the public to watch. Food 
and beverages will be sold. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

DECEMBER 7

CLEAN ENERGY PUBLIC FORUM 
The Ready for 100 Campaign is holding 
a community forum on the potential 
and opportunities for renewable 
energy in Alexandria. The campaign 
invites the public to join city officials, 
energy experts and business leaders 
to explore exciting pathways and 
solutions to achieve 100 percent clean 
energy in the city. Congressman Don 
Beyer is expected to be the opening 
speaker at this event, followed by a 
presentation on Alexandria’s energy 
and opportunities, and then a panel 
discussion Q&A session.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Renew 
Enterprises, 1800 Limerick St.
Information: https://www.sierraclub.
org/ready-for-100

DECEMBER 8

ARLANDRIA QUALITY OF LIFE 

WALK This community event is 
designed for city staff and Arlandria 
residents to collectively walk the 
neighborhood and observe and 
document areas or issues that need to 
be addressed or improved.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: The Conservatory at Four 
Mile Run, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-3855

DECEMBER 9 

DECK THE HALLS WITH SANTA 
Looking for a way to involve children 
in the holiday celebrations? Look 
no further than our Deck the Halls 
event.  This fun-filled morning is a long 
cherished occasion full of arts and 
crafts, carols, cookies and story time 
with Santa.
Time: 10 a.m. to Noon
Location: St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
288 S. Pitt St.
Information: www.campagnacenter.org 

KWANZAA WORKSHOP The 
Alexandria Black History Museum will 
host a Kwanzaa Workshop.  Kwanzaa, 
celebrated Dec. 15 to Jan. 1, is one 
of three inherently African American 
celebrations, along with Juneteenth 
and Watch Night. This interactive 
workshop will present what you should 
know about Kwanzaa and how to 
celebrate it. Included will be history, 
principles, symbols, activities and 
decorating ideas to aid in planning 
your own Kwanzaa Celebration. The 
program will be entertaining and 
educational for children, youth and 
adults. There is a $5 admission fee 
and reservations are encouraged.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Month, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN 
CAMP OPEN HOUSE Holiday event 
interprets how Christmas was observed 
during the Civil War. Program features 
a patriotic Union Santa Claus, soldiers 
in winter camps, the Officers’ Hut 
decorated for the season, fort tours, 
and a Victorian tree in the Museum. 
Kids can make an ornament or holiday 
card. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock St.
Information: 703-746-4848

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Take 
a break from the fast pace of the 
season and enjoy the unique charm 
and history of Old Town at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum, Carlyle House and 
Lee-Fendall House. Enjoy seasonal 
decorations, entertainment and light 
refreshments. This year Lloyd House 
joins the tour, hosting members of 
Beth El Hebrew Congregation, the 
oldest Jewish congregation in Northern 
Virginia, as they share the traditions 
of Hanukkah. Admission for adults is 
$25, $20 for active military members 
and seniors and $5 for children 
between the ages of six and 17.
Time: 4 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. 

Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

DECEMBER 10

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR 
Experience the magic of the holiday 
season by touring the Apothecary 
Museum the way Harry Potter would. 
The one-hour potions themed tour will 
explore the real medicinal plants used 
as potions ingredients in J.K. Rowling’s 
wizarding world. You’ll even make your 
own potion. Adults and children ages 
8 and older welcome. Admission is 
$15 per person and tickets must be 
purchased in advance. 
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 to 107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

COLONIAL HANDBELL RINGERS 
CONERT The Colonial English 
Handbell Ringers perform clad in 
colonial attire, bringing a 5-octave 
set of nearly 80 handbells from the 
world-famous Whitechapel foundry 
in London. The ringers will perform 
children’s classics, timeless holiday 
tunes, and original show-stoppers. 
Audience participation in the 
sing-a-long encouraged. Identical 
performances at both 2 p.m. and also 
4 p.m.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/Lyceum

DECEMBER 14 & 15

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Join Mount 
Vernon for an evening of family fun and 
fireworks choreographed to holiday 
music, with fireworks starting at 9 p.m. 
Take a stroll through the estate while 
being serenaded by local choirs, visit 
with reenactors from the First Virginia 
Regiment and learn 18th-century 
dance moves from costumed guides at 
the Greenhouse. George and Martha 
Washington will be on site to greet 
Mount Vernon’s holiday guests.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org 

DECEMBER 15

HOLIDAY CONCERT AND SING-
ALONG Join the Alexandria Citizens 
Band for a free holiday concert and 
sing-along at Del Ray Methodist 
Church. Expect to hear your musical 
favorites, including a narrated version 
of the magical ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas. Wear your holiday sweaters 
and Santa hats – and warm up your 
voices so you can sing along. 
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Methodist Church, 
100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: https://www.facebook.
com/events/251213105409259/
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Marjorie Ann Harris, 
92, passed away peacefully 
on Friday, Nov. 25, 2017, at 
Inova Alexandria Hospital, 
after a valiant fight with 
ovarian cancer.  

A native Alexandri-
an, she was born on Feb. 26, 
1925 at Alexandria Hospi-
tal. She was the only child 
of Max and Victoria Salo-
monsohn.

She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Clyde Kenneth Warren, her 
second husband, Paul Mc-
Neil Harris, and her step-
sons, Stephen Harris and 
Paul “PM” McNeil Harris, 
Jr. She is survived by her 
devoted daughter, Vicki Lee 
Warren (Jim Brigman), her 
stepsons, Michael Harris 

(Lynda) and Phillip Harris, 
her step-granddaughter, 
Asheley MacDougall (Sean), 
her step-great-grandchil-
dren, Teighan, Takota, Tate 
and Tristan, her adopted 

granddaughter, Christine 
Wasilewski, and her adopt-
ed great-grandchild, Pey-
ton.

Marjorie graduated from 
George Washington High 
School in 1942. She gradu-
ated from Strayer Business 
College and worked for Fed-
eral Housing until the birth 
of her daughter. She loved 
her hometown and was an 
active member of the com-
munity. She was a member 
of Beth El Hebrew Congre-
gation and their Sisterhood; 
the Board of Lady Managers 
of Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal for 55 years, where she 
served twice as president; 
the 1872 Society of Inova 
Alexandria Hospital; the 
Alexandria Salvation Army 

Auxiliary, where she served 
as president; the Symphony 
Orchestra League of Alexan-
dria; and the George Wash-
ington High School Alumni 
Association. 

She enjoyed being in-
cluded in her daughter 
Vicki’s T.C. Williams High 
School Class of 1973 func-
tions since she knew so 
many members of the class. 
She was an avid Washing-
ton Redskins fan, having 
held season tickets since 
1962 and was a devoted Ala-
bama Crimson Tide fan.

She loved her life, her 
family and friends.  She was 
a strong, caring woman of 
faith. We are thankful that 
she was a beautiful part of 
our lives, and she will be 

greatly missed. Until we 
meet again.

Friends may call at Ever-
ly-Wheatley Funeral Home 
on Wednesday, Nov. 29 from 
2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. A 
memorial service will be 
held at Everly-Wheatley on 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at 12:30 
p.m. Interment to follow at 
Home of Peace Cemetery at 
701 S. Payne St.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to The Board of Lady 
Managers (Cancer Fund) 
at P.O.Box 16453, Alexan-
dria, Virginia. 22302; Beth 
El Hebrew Congregation 
(Endowment Fund) at 3830 
Seminary Road, Alexandria, 
VA 22304, or the charity of 
your choice.

OBITUARIES
Marjorie Ann Harris, 92

Demetrios John “Jim” 
Gadonas, age 78, died on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017 at 
Alexandria Inova Hospital.  
A native Alexandrian, he was 
born at Alexandria Hospi-
tal on Feb. 26, 1939.  He was 
the son of John D. and Zoe 
J. Gadonas.  His father was 
the proprietor of the historic 
Majestic Cafe on King Street.  
He was educated in the Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
and participated in recre-
ational youth league and 
high school sports.  He grad-
uated from George Washing-
ton High School in the class 
of 1957.  He attended the 
Old Columbia Prep School in 
Washington, D.C.  He start-
ed working as a mail carrier 
for the U.S. Post Office.  In 
the early 1960s, he began a 
three decade-long career on 
Capitol Hill.  Around 1961, he 

began working as an elevator 
operator. Around 1967, he 
became a U.S. Capitol Police 
officer, serving until early 
1976.  He then began to work 
for the Office of the Clerk, 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives.  He retired from that 
position in 1995.  After that 
point, he worked for about a 
decade at the Radisson Hotel 
in North Old Town Alexan-
dria.  

He also served in the Vir-
ginia Army National Guard 
from 1962 to 1968. He went 
through basic training at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina 
and Signal Corps School at 
Fort Gordon, Georgia.  

He received a B.A. in gov-
ernment from the University 
of Maryland in January 1972.  
He was a homeowner in the 
Waynewood neighborhood 
of Fort Hunt for nearly 40 

years.  He was an avid fol-
lower of sports, running the 
gamut from organized col-
lege and pro leagues to golf, 
tennis, horse racing and box-
ing.  In addition to his par-
ents, he was predeceased by 
his sisters Pauline J. Gadonas 
and Eugenia “Virginia” J. 
Gadonas, both of Alexandria.  
He is survived by his neph-
ews, Gregory G. Paspatis and 
John D. Paspatis, both of Al-
exandria.

Visitation took place on 
Wednesday, Nov. 29 with 
Trisagion prayers at Ever-
ly-Wheatley Funeral Home 
at 1500 W. Braddock Road. 
Funeral services will take 
place at St. Katherine’s Greek 
Orthodox Church in Falls 
Church on Thursday, Nov. 
30.  Interment followed at Ivy 
Hill Cemetery, Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

Demetrios John "Jim" Gadonas
Feb. 26, 1939 – Nov. 22, 2017 (Age 78)

To submit an obituary, contact Jane Hughes at jhughes@alextimes.com
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
I write as a former church em-

ployee and resident of Alexandria to 
ask those nationwide who are criti-
cizing the removal of the Washing-
ton and Lee plaques to remember 
the spiritual angle of the sanctuary 
space. Weeks on, this news is still 
attracting widespread attention and 
several letters to this paper, but I 
fear not enough people are consider-
ing the spiritual side of this matter.

Churches create worship spaces 
that guide visitors into a place of 
communion with their God. Any-
thing that creates a distraction from 
that must be reconsidered. Christ 
Church, while a beloved local trea-
sure of history, is still an active 
congregation. The church is doing 
the right thing spiritually by cre-
ating more space behind the pulpit 
for people to think about Christ, not 
man.

Whatever side of the aisle you sit 
on politically, we can agree that our 

politics have become emotionally 
heightened this year. The presence 
of two highly discussed national – 
not Christian – figures directly in 
view behind the pulpit had become 
a distraction from worship. Regard-
less of conversations about the rel-
ative merits of both men to be hon-
ored or not, neither of them deserve 
more attention than a church’s God 
on a Sunday morning, inside of its 
sanctuary, in the space where all 
must direct their attention during 
services. Christ Church has said as 
much on their website:

“As much as we honor the contri-
butions of these two men to our par-
ish and our country, many find those 
markers on either side of our altar to 
be a distraction from what we are 
here in church to do – and that is to 
worship God.”

Just as importantly, Christ 
Church is not abandoning its  

Christ Church is fore-
most a place of worship
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It’s the most wonderful season.
Yes, the holidays are also nice, but we’re talking about the start of 

another local election cycle, and all of the wacky, fascinating elements 
entailed therein. Already in recent weeks four people have announced 
their candidacies for mayor and council. Are they merely the first flurries, 
a hint of what’s to come? As with the Farmer’s Almanac, we will have to 
wait and see if early predictions of a blizzard of candidates pan out.

What we know so far is that on the Democratic side we will have a 
contested mayoral primary just like last time: Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
announced two weeks ago that he will challenge incumbent Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg. As we remarked back in 2015, when former Mayor Kerry 
Donley and then Vice Mayor Silberberg decided to challenge incumbent 
Bill Euille, it’s unusual for an incumbent mayor to face a primary chal-
lenge. Maybe the unusual is becoming the norm.

There’s also a possibility that the 2018 Democratic mayoral primary 
will be a three- or even four-way race. Euille recently said he is keep-
ing his options open, including the possibility of another run for mayor. 
Maybe someone else will decide to toss his or her hat in the ring. While 
we wouldn’t bet on it, maybe local Republicans will even field a candidate 
for mayor in 2018.

What we do know is that two current members of Alexandria’s 
all-Democrat city council are relinquishing their seats. Wilson can’t 
run for council and mayor simultaneously, so he will either wield the 
mayoral gavel or be off of the dais come January 2019, while Councilor 
Tim Lovain announced earlier this fall that he won’t seek re-election 
next year.

So far, three Democratic newcomers have announced they are vy-
ing for those two seats. Last month, Dak Hardwick, an association vice 
president and past chair of both the Alexandria Democratic Party and 
Chamber of Commerce, announced his candidacy for council. Two weeks 
later, local attorney Mohamed “Mo” Seifeldein, a small business owner 
who runs his own law firm, launched his bid for council. And as detailed 
in this week’s Times, former teacher Amy Jackson has also declared she 
will vie for a seat.

We hope many more candidates run for council, for two main reasons. 
Each person who runs has a unique skill set and combination of back-
ground and passions that puts the spotlight on an array of issues. The 
more candidates, the more issues will be raised during the debates and 
election cycle.

There are also two competing visions for the Alexandria of today and 
tomorrow, and it’s time these visions are subjected to a clear, robust de-
bate. In general terms, the first advocates a more densely populated Alex-
andria with fewer cars and more bike lanes, while the second is concerned 
with livability issues and believes residents are being squeezed out of 
their neighborhoods by increasing property taxes, traffic and inadequate 
on-street parking. While there is overlap, the contest between Silberberg 
and Wilson boils down to a debate about prioritizing livability versus pri-
oritizing development. We hope numerous council candidates also artic-
ulate both sides of this vision so voters can make a conscious choice.

So enjoy Christmas, Hanukkah and the attendant festivities and reli-
gious services. But when the torpor from that last holiday meal has faded 
and the new year arrives, it will be time to focus on the local election 
cycle. 

It’s a season we relish every three years.

This season, the 
more the merrier 
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To the editor:
I would like to encourage 

all Alexandrians who sup-
port the concept of being a 
green city to call or write 
those who sit on the plan-
ning commission and city 
council to ask that the ap-
proval for the development 
of four huge homes ranging 
from 6,500 to 9,000 square 
feet be reconsidered. The 
more people who make their 
wishes known, the great-
er the chance that they will 
reconsider approval of this 
environmentally disastrous 
project.

Our property at 1211 St. 
Stephens Road abuts the ra-
vine, which makes up a good 
part of that property. When 
we purchased our home in 
1997, we were informed by 
our realtor as well as the sell-
er’s realtor that the property 
to the back of ours was un-
buildable and would be wood-
ed in perpetuity. Sadly, that 
now appears to have been 
untrue. The woods, wetlands 
and ravine that we love are in 
danger of being lost. 

There are old growth trees 
there from the 1860s. There 
is an intermittent stream 
and, we suspect, an under-

ground spring and stream on 
our property that feed into 
the headwaters of Strawberry 
Run and on into the Potomac 
River. Anyone with even a ru-
dimentary understanding of 
water quality knows that wet-
lands are nature’s filters. De-
stroying any wetland area 
has repercussions beyond the 
immediate property. The pro-
posed development cannot 
help but impact the wetland 
area. The developer plans 
to run the sewer line from 
the huge new homes down 
through the wetland. This is 
unacceptable.

The woods are also home 
to wildlife that those of 
us who live here are lucky 
enough to enjoy. The balance 
of nature is maintained as 
long as the woods remain. It 
seems that the entire city 
benefits directly from main-
taining tree canopy, main-
taining healthy trees whose 
roots help to stabilize the 
marine clay slope and main-
taining a greenway for our 
wild creatures. Despite tes-
timony at the planning com-
mission hearing by a lawyer 
involved in the sale of the 
property, there are many 
old trees down in the ravine. 

Several are right at our prop-
erty line. These, too, add to 
our city’s tree canopy.

We moved here because 
we believed that Alexandria 
was dedicated to the preser-
vation of green space. We are 
happy to pay our property 
taxes — a portion of which 
go to sustain parks and wild 
spaces throughout the city. 
Privately, we used to clear 
invasive species from the ra-
vine behind our home for the 
elderly woman who lived on 
the property that is now slat-
ed for destruction. Should 
the city see its way clear to 
purchase that property out-
right in order to preserve it, 
we would be more than hap-
py to volunteer as much time 
as necessary to help save that 
treasure for everyone in Al-
exandria.

I hope council will step 
in and stop the devastation 
that this development will 
cause. This is a unique prop-
erty and a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the city to show 
its true priorities. I hope you 
will rethink this develop-
ment in order to live up to the 
title of being an Eco-City.

-Cynthia B. Evans,
Alexandria

To the editor:
We live at 3929 Colo-

nel Ellis Ave. in Alexan-
dria, just behind the Beth 
El Synagogue, separated 
by one property from the 
proposed development of 
Karig Estates at 3832 and 
3834 Seminary Road.  

We are adamantly op-
posed to the Karig Estates 
development as presently 
constituted. Our property 
contains the storm sew-
er that collects the water 
flowing from the sever-
al properties above us on 
Colonel Ellis Avenue as 
well as the hillsides sur-
rounding the synagogue 
and adjacent proper-
ties. During even relatively 
minor storms our property 
contains essentially two 
flowing streams, causing 
us to fight a constant bat-
tle with erosion.  

In fact, we recently had 
to beg the city to take cor-
rective action to prevent 
the storm sewer from col-
lapsing. The erosion was 
so severe that water had 
undercut an entire corner 
of the structure. Given the 
well-established nature of 
the soil and topography 
of the Karig site, the mas-
sive flow of water across 

our property, with all the 
attendant problems de-
scribed above, will be ex-
acerbated.

We are now living in 
our second home in the 
Seminary Ridge develop-
ment. Because of various 
improvements made in 
both homes, we have had 
some not insignificant 
experience with marine 
clay. Extensive, expen-
sive remedial action was 
required in both loca-
tions. The structural im-
plications of marine clay 
are a matter of ongoing 
concern to virtually ev-
ery homeowner we know 
in Seminary Ridge. To 
construct a development 
like the proposed Karig 
Estates, with the identi-
cal issues related to soil, 
drainage and topography 
is simply irresponsible.

We understand that 
reasonable modifications 
can be made to the pro-
posed Karig Estates that 
would be acceptable to all 
parties while ameliorating 
some of our concerns. We 
urge city council members 
to carefully consider the 
alternative proposal.

-John and Nancy Scruggs,
Alexandria

Green cities protect open 
spaces and tree canopies

Current Karig propos-
al is irresponsible

To the editor:
The Alexandria Times 

reported on Nov. 2, “Christ 
Church to Remove Wash-
ington, Lee Plaques,” that 
Robert E. Lee’s portrait had 
been relocated from city 
council chambers to the Ly-
ceum. The Washington Post 
Express reported on Nov. 20 
that Lee’s portrait had been 
replaced in council cham-

bers with an antique city 
map. City Manager Mark 
Jinks noted that no one has 
called or written to remon-
strate.

I have been in council 
chambers only a few times 
this fall, but didn’t notice 
the map where the Lee por-
trait had hung until the 
Nov. 18 public hearing. Not 
only is the map smaller than 

Lee’s portrait, it is horizon-
tal for a space better suited 
to a vertical wall hanging. 
Some of the words on this 
map are even upside down. 
This map is unlike the 
George Washington por-
trait on the opposite well, 
which is of suitable size and 
shape, as was Lee’s portrait.

Unlike Washington, who 
lived a dozen miles down 

river, Lee lived in Alexan-
dria. In the age of “antifa,” 
art might be safer in a mu-
seum, but the decision to 
replace an exquisite portrait 
of a prominent local figure 
suited to where it was hung 
with an unsuitable replace-
ment says so much about 
how much city hall’s regard 
for art has diminished.

Lee’s portrait hung 

through Frank Mann’s, 
Charles Beatley’s, Jim Mo-
ran’s, Patsy Ticer’s, Kerry 
Donley’s and Bill Euille’s 
mayoral terms without inci-
dent. What is the rush to re-
place it so haphazardly until 
an equally suitable replace-
ment can be found? Art 
should be above politics.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Removal of Lee’s portrait was ill considered
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To the editor:
The citizens of Alexan-

dria have a rare opportunity 
to honor a native of Alexan-
dria who achieved national 
prominence through her 
extraordinary leadership 
that benefitted all Amer-
icans regardless of race, 
color, creed, age, gender or 
economic circumstances.  

She was an exception-
al student at Alexandria’s 
George Mason Elementary 
School, Jefferson 8th Grade, 
George Washington and 
Hammond High Schools 
and the College of William 
& Mary. Moreover, she re-
turned to Alexandria to 
reside in the West End and 
teach for four years. She 
became a national figure 
through her inspirational 

efforts at handgun control 
to pass the “Brady Bill,” 
which required a back-
ground check and waiting 
period prior to the purchase 
of a handgun.  

This remarkable woman 
of achievement is the late 
Sarah Kemp Brady, and it 
is recommended we honor 
her proud legacy by naming 
the new elementary school 
in the West End for this na-
tional figure with deep Al-
exandria roots in our pub-
lic school system as both a 
student and teacher.

To support this choice, 
go to the website ACPS.k12.
va.us/westend or write the 
Clerk, ACPS, 1340 Braddock 
Place, Alexandria, 22314.  

-Gerald B. File,
 Alexandria

Sarah Brady for West End 
elementary school name

To the editor:
VISION ZERO is the lat-

est effort by the city to re-
duce death and injury on our 
streets. It has resulted in a 
10-year plan contained in two 
draft documents, the “Vision 
Zero Action Plan” and the 
“Alexandria Police Depart-
ment Traffic Safety Plan.”  

Unfortunately, the “Vi-
sion Zero Action Plan” is 
long on pledge-taking, mes-
saging, data-gathering, ed-
ucating and evaluating and 
rather short on actual, do-it-
right-now, specific actions. 
Conversely, the “APD Traffic 
Safety Plan,” in all fairness, 
probably promises more than 
the APD is actually resourced 
to deliver. Most surprising 
and disappointing is that 
neither plan addresses the 
single most significant and 
largest-scale threat faced 
daily by our pedestrians and 
cyclists — blocked cross-
walks and intersections.   

During every rush hour 

Monday through Friday, on 
Washington Street in the 
morning and on both Wash-
ington Street and Henry 
Street in the afternoon, there 
is gridlock. While the traf-
fic is to be expected, what is 
absolutely unacceptable is 
that bad drivers create an ex-
tremely hazardous condition 
for pedestrians and cyclists 
by blocking the crosswalks, 
thereby forcing them out into 
the crossing vehicle traffic 
lanes where they dangerously 
mingle with cars.  Of most se-
rious concern is the fact that 
those affected include school-
children, who have to cross 
these intersections to go and 
come from school during 
those same rush hours.   

The bad drivers are so 
egregious, they not only il-
legally block the crosswalks, 
they illegally block the in-
tersections themselves. This 
only worsens the dangers for 
pedestrians and cyclists. It 
also creates needless gridlock, 

as drivers on cross streets 
can’t proceed when they get 
the green light. This in turn 
creates a negative quality of 
life issue for residents, as for 
several hours during every 
morning and afternoon rush 
hour they must endure the 
frequent blaring of car horns 
from drivers who are under-
standably showing their dis-
pleasure toward the imbeciles 
who are illegally blocking 
their passage.  

All of this is needlessly 
unsafe and can be made bet-
ter. Neighboring communi-
ties have already dealt with 
this, as have large cities such 
as New York. Many approach-
es are possible, some at little 
or no cost to the city, and in 
fact, could potentially gener-
ate revenue.  

At the barest minimum, 
install highly visible signage 
(e.g., “Do not block crosswalks 
– Do not block intersection) 
at intersections throughout 
the affected corridors. While 

this would not likely amelio-
rate the problem complete-
ly, it would certainly have at 
least some measurable im-
pact. As this represents no 
change in laws, ordinances, 
traffic patterns, enforcement 
or penalties this is readily ex-
ecutable with no need for fur-
ther study.

A more serious approach 
would be to paint cross-
hatch striping in the interi-
or square formed by the four 
crosswalks at each intersec-
tion.  That square, including 
the crosswalks themselves, 
becomes “The Box.”  Install 
signage at each intersection 
reading, “Block the box - $250 
fine” — or whatever amount 
city leaders deem appropriate 
to stop the illegal behavior.   

With respect to enforce-
ment, one potential option is 
cameras, which if executed 
properly, would be cost neu-
tral to the city. For exam-
ple, D.C. uses cameras that 
detect cars that are stopped 

at red lights forward of stop 
lines and are therefore block-
ing crosswalks and/or inter-
sections.  The resulting fines 
pay for the system.

Vision Zero’s silence on 
this issue is simply indefen-
sible.  Financial resources are 
no excuse for inaction. Read-
ily executable actions exist 
and are virtually cost neutral 
— some may actually gener-
ate revenue. 

Please take the time to 
provide specific and con-
structive feedback to the 
city. Demand recognition of 
this issue in both plans, as 
well as specific actions to 
address it. Otherwise, at the 
end of Vision Zero’s 10-year 
course, our pedestrians, cy-
clists and school children will 
almost certainly still be in 
the traffic lanes, zig-zagging 
around cars, as they pick their 
way through these intersec-
tions. 

-Dan Koslov,
Alexandria

Blocked intersections create unsafe streets

To the editor:
As I sit in my home of-

fice on a lovely fall day, I am 
assaulted by the obnoxious 
roar of leaf blowers. These 
unnecessary tools are truly a 
plague on modern society. 

Everyone in Old Town 
has to put up with a variety 

of noises for which there are 
no easy solutions: airplanes, 
bridge and car traffic and 
construction noise.

However, leaf blowers are 
not a necessity. In addition 
to being obnoxiously noisy, 
leaf blowers have been ac-
cused of spreading allergens, 

toxins and pollutants with 
hurricane-force speed. This 
is not good for anyone. I also 
hate to rake leaves but leaf 
blowers should go away. The 
city should consider banning 
them.

-Amy Fries,
Alexandria

Leaf Blowers go away

history – many smaller his-
torical markers that adorn 
the sanctuary space but 
don’t take up the import-
ant visual room behind the 
pulpit and around the altar 
such as the Washington pew 
box, pew marker and funer-
al plaque, the Lee commu-
nion rail and pew markers, 
and artifacts from the Roo-

sevelts and Churchill will 
“remain exactly as they are.” 
Further, the plaques that are 
being removed are not being 
destroyed or consigned to 
a basement, they are being 
relocated to a more appro-
priate space on the property. 
Even casual visitors to this 
space will still be aware of 
who has been there.

For those who are com-
ing at this issue from a 

non-religious, political 
viewpoint, remember that 
the space is a living house 
of worship that is charged 
with growing their parish-
ioners first. And for those of 
us who claim the same faith 
as Christ Church, let’s use 
caution to not make idols of 
mere men – even in matters 
as mundane as decoration.

-Kayla Hornbrook,
Alexandria
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This Week 
What is your priority for the composition of 
the next city council?
A) As much continuity as possible
B) As much turnover as possible
C) More political diversity
D) Councilors with business experience
E) Other

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week
Are you traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday?
30% Yes, I’m traveling for Thanksgiving
70% No, I’m staying in the area

This view from Charles 
Magnus’ “Bird’s Eye View of 
Alexandria, VA” documents 
the area south of downtown 
Alexandria in 1863, stretch-
ing from Wilkes Street on the 
left to Duke Street on the far 
right. This section is centered 
on an area of the city that 
grew rapidly until the Civil 
War began, and vast stretch-
es of open land still remained 
to the south and west of the 
downtown area.

The careful observer will 
notice that streets to the 
south of Wilkes, marked by 
the railroad tunnel at the low-
er left, were little more than 
cow paths. Even Washington 
Street dead-ended just a few 
blocks south at the northern 
shoreline of Great Hunting 
Creek, near the intersection 
with Church Street.

At the top of the image, 
just right of center, one can 
see the circular roundhouse 
used as a turntable to change 
the direction of rail engines, 
and the train proceeding up 
Wilkes Street passes piles of 
lumber and supplies stored by 
the U.S. Army for military use.

On the lower edge, the 
huge Pioneer Mills looms over 
the waterfront in the center, 
and moving west behind it can 
be seen the spire of St. Mary’s 
R.C. Church and the lower cu-
pola of the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House just to the left. 
Further south is one of Alex-
andria’s famous “Flounder 

Houses,” whose architectural 
style is named for its one-sid-
ed roof angle that mimicked 
the narrow fish and was best 
viewed from the side.

Further west on Wolfe 
Street are two of Alexandria’s 
most impressive homes, com-
mandeered by the Union Army 
to establish the Wolfe Street 
Hospital, which operated in 
the two brick structures from 
Jan. 1, 1862 to Feb. 25, 1865. 
The easterly mansion, known 
as the “Tuscan Villa,” was 
built as a residence by John L. 
Marshall in 1850 and offered 
panoramic views of the city, 
waterfront and surrounding 
countryside. That structure is 
no longer standing.

Neighboring that proper-
ty and still standing was the 
largest home in Alexandria, 
built just a few years earlier by 

Francis L. Smith, Alexandria’s 
most prominent attorney, who 
fled the city during Union oc-
cupation. Smith was a promi-
nent local landowner, and an-
other property he owned near 
Church and South Washing-
ton streets was hastily con-
fiscated by Union authorities 
soon after the Magnus print 
was executed to establish the 
Freedmen’s Cemetery.

After the war, Smith re-
gained control of his former 
home, but it is still a mystery 
as to how Freedmen’s Cem-
etery returned to private 
ownership. But Smith’s legal 
skills were second to none, 
and as the government had 
never formally acquired title 
to the burial yard, and ceased 
control of it in the late 1860s 
when it then contained more 
than 1,800 African Ameri-

can graves, it is probable that 
Smith used this oversight 
to re-establish his property 
rights.

Smith’s experience did 
not help his client and close 
friend, Robert E. Lee, when 
he advised the former Con-
federate general of the almost 
insurmountable challenges 
associated with retrieving the 
beloved Custis family home-
stead from the federal gov-
ernment. That property was 
seized during the war and in-
terred thousands of military 
graves around Lee’s former 
home through the war years.

After hearing Smith’s 
opinion of the futility of such 
an effort at the Wolfe Street 
residence, Lee decided not to 
pursue the issue further. But 
soon after his parents had 
died, their son, George Wash-
ington Custis Lee, successful-
ly sued the government for 
return of the Arlington estate.

But rather than requir-
ing the removal of the graves 
surrounding the old Custis 
homestead, the younger Lee 
ultimately accepted a finan-
cial payment of $150,000 and 
ceded ownership of Arlington 
National Cemetery to the gov-
ernment in 1883.

This installment origi-
nally appeared in the Dec. 3, 

2015, Alexandria Times. 
Out of the Attic is pro-

vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

The fight for property rights after the Civil War

COURTESY IMAGE
Charles Magnus’ “Bird’s Eye View of Alexandria, Va.” 
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Weekly Words

38. Olive-colored woodland flycatcher
39. Provider of a warning
40. Secure combo
41. It’s involved in blowups
43. Do a donkey thing
44. Interior design
46. Blasts, as a baseball
47. Quite healthy
48. Behrs and Howland
49. Like mugs, trophies and some seals
53. Sluggers in the AL, but not the NL
54. Donald Trump’s status, briefly
57. First name among “Charlie’s Angels”
59. Doesn’t dele
62. Remind over and over and ...
63. Like Tinker Bell
65. Santa ___
67. Look of discontentment
68. Hearing-related
70. Salmon up to 2 years old
71. “Sleepless in Seattle” penner Nora
72. Any one of a spacious 50
73. Furbys, for a time
74. Competition for the swift
75. Sheep-related
76. Like movies and TV shows

77. Org. that looks after boxers
79. Like some campers for pickup trucks
80. Major-leaguers
81. Salmon River locale
84. Kelley of “Star Trek”
86. A rial spender
87. Maple stuff
93. How the comfortable live?
94. Steve Irwin’s catchphrase
95. Bile sources
96. Word in a “timely” promise
98. Supercharged thing
99. Having wings
101. Mail in owed money
102. “Great Caesar’s ghost!”
105. Pellets and bullets
107. Worst time for Caesar
108. Meat turner
109. Spanish bull
110. Gush, as lava
111. Travel without a plan (with “about”)
112. “___ Believer” (Monkees hit)
113. Mover on wheels
114. Movie holder
116. Boat pusher

COMBO-TION ENGINE By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Cut away an orange skin
5. “Aw, heck!” relative
9. Fiennes or Lauren
14. Needing some color
19. “Sadly, ...”
20. “You got a better ___?”
21. “The Life of ___ Zola”
22. Huge horned African beast, briefly
23. Pet combo
25. Recreation combo
27. Following as a consequence
28. Gotten out of bed
30. Paul or Howard
31. Cease an activity
33. “___ you clever!”
34. Acute anxieties
38. Kind of salad
42. Drifted back into the sea
44. Dispense, as good advice
45. Stylish flamboyance
46. Person “handling” Lamb Chop
48. “I’ve ___ thinking ...”
50. Prefix with trust
51. Float on air
52. Tolstoy’s combo
55. Prince of a Borodin opera
56. Preferences center?
57. Running total
58. Souped-up racers
60. Horace’s “___ Poetica”
61. Issue forth
63. Book recited during Purim

64. Things picked up at the beach
66. Tandoor-baked breads (var.)
67. “Do the Right Thing” pizza-shop owner
69. Currency exchange store abbr.
70. Await a decision
71. Ready to snap
72. Ballroom floor markings
74. Bullfighter
77. SAT relatives
78. With Waldorf, a hotel
80. Dockers you don’t wear
82. Gardner of old Hollywood
83. Wearing penny loafers
85. NBC TV combo
87. Temperamental tizzy
88. Sister on “Charmed”
89. “___ have to wait”
90. Protective castle surrounders
91. Facial outbreak
92. Tell secrets to (with “in”)
94. Wear purple with lime-green
96. Going rate?
97. End of a batter’s count, sometimes
98. County near San Francisco
100. Nabisco cookie
103. Rock’s ___ Speedwagon
104. Ms. de Havilland of old Hollywood
106. They think they’re all that
111. Reciprocation combo
115. Small business combo
117. Build up, as troops
118. Candidate’s target
119. A domestic

120. Ireland, to some
121. “Inferno” poet
122. Squirrels’ nests
123. Meal droppings
124. Pack cargo

DOWN
1. Expect a baby?
2. Entertainer David ___ Grier
3. Some solve experimental mazes
4. Duped twin of the Bible
5. “If I ___ Care” (Ink Spots hit)
6. Supplement
7. Opposite of paleo
8. Mad (about)
9. Put back in the kiln
10. Delightfully entertained
11. Kind of closet
12. Install, as a bug
13. It drops eggs
14. Gas molecules with the atomic number 

18
15. Chinese metropolis
16. That dude
17. Rapid City-to-Fargo dir.
18. Verbal turn-downs
24. Rover creator
26. Emptied, as a tub
29. Prime minister Yitzhak
32. Necklace item, sometimes
35. Entertaining combo
36. Teachers with the smallest classes
37. Utilizes a wok

DEATH NOTICES
CARLTON L. COFFEY (94), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
19, 2017
ALICE M. FITZGERALD (73), of Alexandria, Nov. 23, 
2017
MURIEL C. FREEMAN (94), of Alexandria, Nov. 16. 2017
DEMETRIOS “JIM” GADONAS (78), of Alexandria, Nov. 
22, 2017
MARJORIE A. HARRIS (92), of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 
2017
REGINA I. HICKS (69), of Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2017
FREDERICK “RICK” MACHMER JR. (77), of Alexandria, 
Nov. 18, 2017
JAMES E. MARTIN (93), of Alexandria, Nov. 24, 2017
JOSEPH F. MCLEAN (70), of Alexandria, Nov. 19, 2017
ESTELLE C. ROBINSON (94), formerly of Alexandria, 
Nov. 26, 2017
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AUCTIONS
FINE ESTATE & ANTIQUE 
AUCTION - SAT. DEC 9th 
10:30am. THORNBURG, VA.
Fine Art * Clocks * Furniture * 
Bronzes * Porcelain * Vintage 
Items * Rugs & More
Preview Fri. Dec 8th Noon-
6:00pm www.lupergroup.com 
Info & Location 804-359-2493

ESTATE AUCTION BRICK 
RANCH on 13 Ac Vehicles, 
tools, loader furnishings Sat, 
Dec 9, 10:00 A.M. 13151 Crab 
Orchard Rd Coeburn, Va www.
gainesdickensonauctioneers.
com www.adamwilsonauction-
eers.com
VAFL 909 & 821, VAL 3434 
276-623-7576 or 276-608-
0026

HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$45,000-$60,000 1st Year! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 
Veterans in Demand! Rich-
mond/Fredericksburg 877-CDS-
4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

BROWN TRUCKING – is 
looking for COMPANY DRIVERS 
and OWNER OPERATORS. Brown 
requires: CDL-A, 2 years of 
tractor trailer experience OTR 
or Regional (Multiple states) in 
the last 3 years, good MVR and 
PSP. Apply: www.driveforbrown.
com. Contact Brandon Collins. 
919-291-7616. 

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF  

WASHINGTON IN AND FOR 
THE COUNTY OF KING,  

JUVENILE DEPARTMENT

IN RE THE DEPENDENCY OF:
GABRIELLE DAVAADORJ
DOB: 09/23/2008
NO: 17-7-02183-9 SEA

NOTICE OF HEARING
TO: Grace Abata Dadzie, moth-
er and Battuvshin Davaadorj, 
father, and/or anyone claiming 
parental/paternal rights or inter-
est in the child and to All Whom 
It May Concern:
On September 28, 2017, a petition 
for Guardianship was filed in the 
above entitled Court, pursuant 
to RCW 13.34.080 and/or RCW 
26.33.310 regarding the above 
named child.

[FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION, CALL 206-477-2310, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.]
Said Petition will be heard on 
December 18, 2017, at the hour 
of 8:15 a.m., at King County 
Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, 
Room E-201, Seattle, WA  98104, 
before a judge of the above enti-
tled court, at which time you are 
directed to appear and answer 

the said petition or the petition 
will be granted and action will be 
taken by the court such as shall 
appear to be for the welfare of the 
said child.

Dated November 13, 2017.
BARBARA MINER
KING COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT CLERK
BY:SJS, Deputy Clerk

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING
A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, December 13, 
2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, on 
the second floor of City Hall, 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on the following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00212
Request for new construction at 
601 N Alfred Street 
Applicant: 601 North Alfred 
Street, LLC 

CASE BAR #2017-00213
Request for new construction at 
603 N Alfred Street 
 Applicant: 603 North Alfred 
Street, LLC 

CASE BAR #2017-00417
Request for after-the-fact alter-
ations at 404 N Henry Street
Applicant: Renee Delisle

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on the FY 2019-2028 Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) Budget 
during the Special Called School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 7, 2017, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more informa-
tion or to register to speak at the 
public hearing, please contact the 
Clerk of the Board at 703-619-
8316 or email boardclerk@acps.
k12.va.us. 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

accomplish what is not only 
providing necessary care, but 
tremendous beautification of 
what we consider to be an im-
portant historic area,” Greg 
Ricketts said. 

Most council members and 
the mayor praised Sunrise’s 
final plans. 

“This is more than just 
generous. It’s phenomenal 
that we could get two. I don’t 

think there’s any other afford-
able housing or retirement 
facility that has more than 
one auxiliary grant, so to get 
two voluntary contributions is 
wonderful,” Councilor Willie 
Bailey said. 

Councilor John Chapman 
said he hopes this addition 
opens the door for more con-
versations about affordable 
housing.

“I’m grateful for their work 
and helping this come to frui-

tion,” Chapman said. “I think 
there’s an opportunity on how 
FAR can work into some of the 
opportunities we might have, 
because that might be a path-
way to getting more oppor-
tunities in what we know is 
going to be a very tough area.”  

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
agreed that some changes 
need to be made to affordable 
housing conditions to avoid 
last minute additions.

“I think we need to modify 

our affordable housing condi-
tions to reflect these kinds of 
situations. I think it’s right to 
add some kind of formula to 
how we approach this, so we 
aren’t doing it last minute,” 
Wilson said. 

Pepper also praised the de-
sign of the facility.

“What you’re bringing to 
the city is very important and 
I love what you’re doing with 
the building. It’s very attrac-
tive,” Pepper said. “I think it 

will fill up immediately. That’s 
what I would anticipate for 
sure.” 

Silberberg also was in favor 
of the final design with the 
second auxiliary unit.

“I think the design with 
the small modification that 
we discussed is truly excellent, 
and, to the Ricketts’ point, 
as neighbors, their input was 
critical,” Silberberg said. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lauren Bishop to see what’s happening  
in YOUR neighborhood.

525 Fayette Street #519
Alexandria, VA 22314 

$3,000/month
This 2 bedroom luxury condo has it all...hardwood floors, walk-in 
closet, stainless steel appliances, granite counters, washer/dryer 
in unit, balcony, extra storage, 2 garage parking spaces and is just 
blocks to the Braddock Road Metro. Amenities include concierge, 
gym, party room with kitchen & pool table, roof deck and courtyard.

FOR RENT
1200 Nash Street #503

Arlington, VA 22209 
$2,200/month

Exquisitely remodeled studio apartment! Luxury kitchenette with a 
combined convection/microwave oven, dishwasher, quartz counter 
tops and abundant storage. Furnished or unfurnished. 24-hour 
concierge, on site grocery store/dry cleaning, outdoor pool. Easy 
access to public transportation and major commuter routes.

FOR RENT

415 E Timber Branch Parkway 
Alexandria, VA 22302 

$1,675,000
Stunning six-bedroom home located on a uniquely private lot 
surrounded by trees and lush plantings. Sunroom, formal dining room 
and eat-in kitchen all access the beautiful slate patio. A prominent 
front porch and foyer, gorgeoud hardwoods, 2 fireplaces, and 
finished lower level compliment the versatile and spacious layout.

OPEN SUNDAY 12/3, 2-4
6507 Potomac Avenue #A1

Alexandria, VA 22307 
$272,500

Fully renovated, light-filled porch unit! Beautiful hardwood flooring, 
open concept kitchen with granite tops and stainless steel appliances, 
plantation shutters and new windows. Abundant closet space and 
extra storage unit in building. Walk to biking/jogging trails, Potomac 
River, and shopping. Dedicated parking and pool!

FOR SALE

Let Lauren Help You Find  
a New Home for the Holidays…


