
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Lieutenant Michael Koch-
is, commander of the Alex-
andria Police Department’s 
vice and narcotics section, 
said the feeling of addiction 
withdrawal from opioids has 
been described to him as 
akin to a person’s skin being 
ripped off of his or her body.

The grueling mental and 
physical dependency leaves 
users in constant fear of 
the vicious withdrawal they 

know will occur if they stop 
using. As they depend more 
and more on the drug, its 
danger increases. All it takes 
is injecting too large a dose 
to chase a high, or purchas-
ing a street drug that has 
been laced with something 
unexpected, for someone to 
overdose and die. 

In this fifth article in the 
Times’ series on Opioids in 

Alexandria, we examine the 
killers themselves in the na-
tionwide opioid epidemic: 
the drugs. 

Common opioids include 
heroin, oxycodone, Vicodin, 
fentanyl, codeine, morphine 
and several others. The 
drugs turning up most often 
in cases around Alexandria 
involve heroin or a hybrid of 
heroin and fentanyl, accord-
ing to Kochis.
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Alexandria is not immune 
to the nationwide opioid 
epidemic, as overdoses 
and arrests have grown 
exponentially here in the past 
two years, while treatment 
options have dwindled due 
to staffing shortages. This 
multi-part series examines 
various facets of the crisis, 
from statistics to stories of 
Alexandrians affected by the 
opioid scourge.

A TIMES INVESTIGATION

PART 5

What makes the drugs  
dangerous and addictive

SEE OPIOIDS | 10

Charlotte-based firm 
owns 21 Old Town 
properties, looks to 
draw millennials
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Two executives spear-
heading commercial real 
estate company Asana 

Pa r t ners’ 
a c q u i s i -
tion of 21 
Old Town 
storefronts 
o f f e r e d 
more in-
sight into 
their strat-
egy for the 
properties 
at the Al-
e x a n d r i a 
Chamber’s 
a n n u a l 
meeting on 
Tuesday. 

A s a n a 
Director of 

Development Reed Kracke 
and Director of Merchan-
dising & Leasing Kate Gris-
som talked about a range 
of issues during a panel 
moderated by Avison Young 
Principal Nick Gregorios. 
The discussion formed the  

Asana  
executives 
share retail 
strategy

SEE ASANA | 7
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Scottish Christmas Walk 

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Scottish Christmas Walk weekend kicked off with a parade in Old Town. For more photos, 
please see Page 18.
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Coming Soon

Weichert

GEORGE WASHINGTON PARK

 $699,000 - SOLD

Lovely 2 level brick home with attached garage 
on a beautiful 8,000 sq. ft. lot! 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 

2 wood burning fireplaces and 2,322 sq. ft. of living 
space. Freshly painted with refinished hardwood floors, 

new SS appliances, delightful 3 season sunroom and 
replacement windows throughout. Less than a mile to 

King St. METRO!

JEFFERSON PARK

 $1,195,000

Classic Sears Elmhurst Tudor on a spacious cor-
ner lot with detached garage! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 

3 finished levels with nearly 2,600 sq. ft. of living space. 
Totally updated with high end finishes, beautiful woodwork 

and custom built-ins. Living room with wood burning 
fireplace, gourmet eat-in kitchen and luxurious Master bath 
with Carrara marble. Lower level family room with French 

doors to yard, a full bath and 4th bedroom.

OLD TOWN

$1,499,000
Masterful ren-
ovation in the 
S.E. quadrant  
1 block from  
Lee St. Park!  
4 bedrooms (all 
upper), 4 full baths 
with 4 finished 
levels. Open floor 
plan, gourmet 
kitchen, fireplaces 
in the living room, 
dining room and 
Master suite. Lower 
level family room 
with outdoor egress. 
Fenced yard with 
patio and alley 
access.

OLD TOWN

$939,000 -  Contract Pending
Beautifully updat-
ed brick Victorian 
in the heart of town 
just a few blocks 
from the water-
front and King St.!
3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths, circa 1880 
with original heart 
of pine floors on 2 
levels, tall ceilings 
and abundant win-
dows. Wood burning 
fireplaces (re-lined) 
in the living room 
and Master suite.  
Renovated bath-
rooms and gourmet 
eat-in kitchen. 

MT. IDA

 $949,000

Wonderful home with abundant character on a 
spacious13,500 sq. ft. lot with an attached garage! 4 

bedrooms including 2 bedroom suites, 3.5 baths, 3 levels 
with 3,286 sq. ft. of interior space. Living room with 

wood burning fireplace, spacious kitchen with breakfast 
room. Main level bedroom suite with sitting room. Un-
finished walk-out lower level with high ceilings could be 

finished. Lovely fenced yard with lawn and patio. 

Updated and expanded with over 3,100 sq. ft. 
of living space! 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 finished level 

and 2 off street parking spaces.  Open concept main level 
with hardwoods, wood burning fireplace and kitchen 

with granite counters and island/breakfast bar. Two main 
level bedrooms and 2 upper level bedrooms with walk-in 

closets and dual entry bath. 

ARLINGTON/BROYHILL HEIGHTS
$799,000
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Restaurant represen-
tative, conflicting data 
raise questions
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Members of the city’s 
parking standards task force 
agreed on final recommen-
dations for minimum and 
maximum parking at their 
Nov. 29 meeting. Their plans 
to cap allowed parking and 
allow shared parking to 
count toward minimum re-
quirements were opposed by 
a representative of a regional 
restaurant association.

 If approved by city coun-
cil, these new requirements 
would significantly reduce 
the amount of parking that 
developers and business 
owners would need to pro-
vide in new construction or 
when existing buildings are 
redeveloped for more inten-
sive uses. 

The new standards would 
apply to hotels, office build-
ings, retail businesses and 
restaurants. New businesses 

would be required to provide 
less parking in Alexandria’s 
main commercial districts, 
which also include the resi-
dential neighborhoods of Old 
Town and Del Ray, though 
existing code already ex-
empts most retail and restau-
rant parking requirements in 
Old Town.

The proposed cap on the 
amount of parking business-
es, including restaurants, 
can provide provoked back-
lash from some meeting at-
tendees. Eden Jenkins, mem-
ber services director of the 
Restaurant Association of 
Metropolitan Washington, 
said capping allowed parking 
would harm restaurants.

 “We are concerned about 
having a maximum park-
ing cap. It’s a big issue for 
our restaurants,” Eden said 
during the public comment 
period. 

Task force member Me-
lissa McMahon defended the 
maximum parking cap, ex-
plaining that their rationale 

was data-based. 
“We created the mini-

mums and maximums based 
on what we see and think. We 
support less parking where …  
there are other options to get 
there,” McMahon said.

Eden disagreed that alter-
natives to driving were equal 
options.

“You may not incentivize 
people to Uber,” Eden said. 
“They might just not go.”

Shared parking was also 
discussed at length during 
the meeting. Task force 
members recommended 
that shared parking up to ¼ 
mile away count toward a 
percentage of an establish-
ment’s parking requirement.

Eden took issue with 
the premise that patrons of 
restaurants would be will-
ing to walk a quarter mile to 
dine.

“If something is not con-
venient to diners, they’re 
just not going to eat there,” 
she said.

Task force members re-

peatedly championed the 
data-driven aspect of their 
recommendations, which 
stemmed from a parking 
study commissioned by the 
city. The final report, includ-
ing details of the point-in-
time study, has not yet been 
made public. 

In addition, conflicting 
data was cited by two city 
staff members during the 
meeting. Katye North, prin-
cipal planner in the Depart-
ment of Transportation En-
vironmental Services, said 
the commissioned parking 
study found that only 2.1 
spaces per 1,000 square feet 
were used in the parking 
lot for the Alexandria Pro-
fessional Center, located at 
4660 Kenmore Ave. She said 
the building was 84 per-
cent parked when examined 
during the parking study.

However, Alex Dambach 
of the Alexandria Depart-
ment of Planning and Zon-
ing, said that parking usage 
for the Alexandria Profes-

sional Center building is 
double the amount cited in 
the parking study, at 4 to 4.5 
spaces per 1,000 square feet. 
Dambach said the building’s 
management is looking to 
rent additional parking to 
supplement its garage.

Nate Macek, chair of the 
task force, said data in the 
“clinics, medical and dental” 
category of parking require-
ments is not conclusive and 
that further study is needed 
before revised parking mini-
mums are applied and park-
ing is capped.

“I don’t think we’ve got 
the data to make this call,” 
Macek said. “Hotels, retail, 
restaurants, we got there 
in a very data-driven way. 
I would say to preserve the 
integrity of our recommen-
dations, let’s stick with 
what we’ve got for now [in 
the medical and dental cat-
egory]. We can come back 
to these later with more de-
tail.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Parking task force finalizes recommendations

The city will offer half-
day sessions of its Commu-
nity Police Academy program 
this winter, following up on 
the popularity of its ten-
week-long class.

The academy, available 
to those who work or live in 
the city, focuses on a range of 
issues related to the Alexan-
dria Police Department, in-
cluding patrol operations, the 
K9 Unit, Special Operations 
Team, crime scene investiga-
tions, criminal investigations 
and use of force policies.

The class seeks to build a 
better relationship between 
the public and the police de-
partment. The goal of the 
class is to enable participants 
to make “more informed 
judgments about APD and its 

daily operations,” while giv-
ing local police insight into 
the public’s views and con-
cerns. 

The class is limited to 45 
participants per session, and 
those who apply to take the 
class are required to be at 
least 18 years of age to par-
ticipate. Criminal history 
checks are conducted on all 
applicants for final accep-
tance.

The two half-day sessions 
will be offered at Alexandria 
Police Department head-
quarters at 3600 Wheeler 
Ave. from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Jan. 27, 2018 and Feb. 17, 
2018. Sessions begin with 
registration at 8:30 a.m. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

City to offer half-day Commu-
nity Police Academy program
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CRIME

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

Police say two suspects 
stole items from a food deliv-
ery driver on Nov. 28.

The suspects didn’t have 
weapons, and the delivery 

driver was not injured as a re-
sult of the incident. The rob-
bery took place in the 5100 
block of Holmes Run Parkway.

Police haven’t released the 

names of the suspects and it’s 
not clear if they have been ap-
prehended or charged.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Woman pleads guilty to false state-
ments related to 2016 homicide

A woman who purchased 
eight firearms in 34 days, 
among them two guns that 
were recovered during a homi-
cide investigation in Alexan-
dria, pleaded guilty on Friday 
to providing false statements 
to investigators, according to 
a news release from the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office of the East-
ern District of Virginia.

Edna Aminata Conteh, 
22, purchased two firearms, a 
Smith & Wesson BG380 .380 
pistol and a Taurus 85 .38 spe-
cial revolver, that were recov-
ered at the murder scene of 
Saquan Hall in June of 2016.

The news release states  
that Conteh made a number of 
“materially false and mislead-

ing statements” during multi-
ple interviews with Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives agents regarding the 
eight firearms. Conteh claimed 
that all eight of the firearms, 
which she purchased between 
May 20 and June 23 of 2016, 
were stolen from her vehicle. 

The statement was deter-
mined to be false and mislead-
ing because Conteh knew one 
of her friends had accompa-
nied her to at least one federal 
firearms licensee and had sold 
the weapons to a number of 
individuals, according to the 
news release.

Two of the firearms were 
recovered at the homicide 
scene of Saquan Hall on June 

23. In addition, two other guns 
that Conteh purchased were 
recovered by law enforcement, 
including during the execu-
tion of a search warrant and 
during a traffic stop in Prince 
George’s County in Maryland. 

DiJuan Marquie Clark, 32, 
pleaded guilty to the charges 
of second degree murder and 
use of a firearm in the com-
mission of murder on March 
16 and was sentenced to 31 
years of active incarceration in 
prison on July 27 of this year.

Conteh faces a maximum 
penalty of five years in prison. 
She is slated for sentencing in 
March 2018. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Police investigate West 
End robbery

A suspect stole cash from 
a cab driver while brandish-
ing an undisclosed weapon 
near a shopping center on 
the West End on Sunday, ac-
cording to police.

The robbery took place 
in the 4600 block of Ken-
more Avenue, listed as the 

address of a shopping cen-
ter that includes an Aldi, a 
CVS Pharmacy, a 7-Eleven, 
a SunTrust Bank and a Plan-
et Fitness.

There were no injuries as 
a result of the robbery.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Robbery on Holmes Run Parkway

The Alexandria Times is exploring the local opioid crisis 
through its “Opioids in Alexandria” series. You can 
contact the Times with news tips related to this issue at 
newstips@alextimes.com or call us at (703)-739-0001.
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2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOMINIUMS IN THE NEWEST SECTION OF ALEXANDRIA
N OW S E L L I N G !

CHRISTOPHERCOMPANIES .COM

CONTACT US TODAY!
7900 TELEGRAPH ROAD  |  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22315 
571.512.2195

Christopher Companies’ gorgeous new condominiums are expected to 

be ready in 2018.  Live the classic, convenient and dynamic life you’ve 

earned.  Enjoy 2-3 bedrooms, 2 -2.5 bathrooms and up to 1,858 square 

feet of living space.  The Crest of Alexandria is a thoughtfully planned 

55+ Active Adult Lifestyle community, designed in elegant harmony 

with nature.  Close-by conveniences abound along with plenty of social 

activities and wellness to keep you happy and healthy. 

CONDOMINIUMS FROM THE $400’S

Model Hours:  Thurs-Mon: 11am - 5pm; Tues-Wed: by appointment
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

BRANDYWINE LIVING

because there are still friends to feed

Brandywine resident since 2015
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keynote portion of the meet-
ing.

The path that brought Asa-
na, based in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, to Alexandria runs 
through the retail develop-
ment firm Edens. The three 
executives that founded Asa-
na in January 2016 — Terry 
Brown, Jason Tompkins and 
Sam Judd – all previously 
worked for Edens when that 
firm began work on redevelop-
ing the site of the former Giant 
in North Old Town. Kracke 
was also a part of Edens at 
that time before joining Asa-
na. In his capacity at Edens, 
he worked on the North Old 
Town project for three years. 
Though he now lives in Char-
lotte, he formerly lived in the 
D.C. area for 11 years.

“I got to know Old Town,” 
Kracke said. “I learned what 
was going on here.”

As Asana closed on $500 
million in equity commit-
ments in 2016, Old Town’s 

potential was always in the 
back of Kracke’s mind. The Old 
Town environment fits into 
Asana’s strategy, Kracke said, 
which focuses on acquiring 
existing buildings rather than 
building something from the 
ground up.

In particular, Asana’s lead-
ers were drawn to Old Town 
because its profile was already 
established in the region and 
beyond.

“It already has a critical 
mass. We didn’t have to create 
that,” Kracke said. “The pur-
chasing power and the con-
sumer base are already there. 
The number of people who 
don’t know Old Town is low … 
We’re dealing with a known 
commodity.” 

With that in mind, Asa-
na subsequently began buy-
ing Old Town storefronts last 
December. In the 12 months 
since, the firm has acquired 
21 properties. Kracke said 
his company can provide Old 
Town with resources that 
many individual building own-

ers don’t have. He said, in par-
ticular, the company has the 
capital to invest in properties, 
as well as a regional presence 
that can help when recruiting 
new retailers as tenants. Asa-
na has made investments in 11 
major markets thus far, among 
them Charlotte, Dallas, Texas 
and Atlanta, Georgia.

Grissom said Asana is 
looking to provide a pathway 
for retailers who have been 
looking to enter the Old Town 
market.

“Alexandria already has 
great local retailers,” Grissom 
said. “Some specialty retailers 
have said they wanted to be [in 
Old Town], but couldn’t.” 

Specifically, Grissom 
brought up Madewell, a store 
that specializes in denim, ac-
cessories and shoes, as one of 
those would-be Old Town re-
tailers who haven’t been able 
to enter the market.

“We think there are deals 
that have been lost that could 
add value,” Grissom said. 

Grissom said Old Town 

faces unique challenges in 
comparison to other markets 
Asana has entered, including 
the age of its buildings and its 
relatively low vacancy rate. 

“The best and worst thing 
about King Street is its old 
buildings,” Grissom said, ex-
plaining that many retailers 
are looking for a mall-like for-
mat in areas where it’s simply 
not possible to provide that.

“That’s not something you 
can create,” Grissom said. 

Grissom caveated, though, 
that the tide is shifting and 
that certain retailers, includ-
ing Warby Parker and J. Crew, 
are starting to realize the need 
to go into markets that can’t 
provide mall-like spaces. 

Kracke said there’s also po-
tential for Old Town to recruit 
retailers who have, in the past, 
overlooked investing in Alex-
andria in favor of other mar-
kets in the D.C. metro area. 
He brought up the example of 
outdoor clothing retailer Pa-
tagonia, which he said Asana 
had talked to about the pos-

sibility of moving its George-
town location to Old Town. 

“There are retailers who 
haven’t understood or haven’t 
had access to owners who can 
answer the question ‘why Old 
Town?’” Kracke said.

Kracke said Old Town has 
all the elements retailers are 
looking for, but that the po-
tential could be explained 
more effectively.

“There are things about 
Old Town that need to be ar-
ticulated a little more,” Kracke 
said. “There’s a story to tell 
there.”

Kracke and Grissom also 
said there’s a strategy to be 
tapped into surrounding at-
tracting millennials to – and 
keeping them in – Old Town.

“Young people are moving 
to Old Town. Many are spend-
ing their weekends in D.C. 
There’s a reason why there’s a 
water taxi,” Kracke said. “We 
want to keep people here. We 
want to have an ‘18 hour a day 

ASANA FROM | 1

SEE ASANA | 9
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Developer begins sales 
on luxury townhomes, 
condos
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

After years of Robinson 
Terminal South sitting va-
cant, the waterfront site at 
the foot of Duke Street will 
soon be occupied again. 
Demolition work on Robin-
son Terminal South is com-
plete and excavation of his-
torical artifacts, including 
remnants of the old Pioneer 
Mills building, is nearly fin-
ished.

Developer EYA has start-
ed sales on its Robinson 
Landing project, which will 
include 26 townhomes and 
70 condominiums. As of Nov. 
27, deposits had been put 
down for nine condos and 
four townhomes. Robinson 
Landing’s first townhomes 
will be ready to move into 
late next year, while the de-
velopment should be com-
pleted by early 2020. In ad-
dition, EYA is working with 
potential restaurant tenants 
to fill a 5,000-square-foot 
retail space. In all, EYA has 
about 10,000 square feet of 
retail available.

EYA Senior Vice President 

A.J. Jackson recently spoke 
with the Alexandria Times 
about sales, architectural 
plans and his company’s vi-
sion for the waterfront.

Where is EYA in the 
construction process?

We’re still doing archae-
ological work. We’ve com-
pleted our remapping for 
the FEMA process and are 
still doing archaeology on 
the site. We’ve been moving 
around the site. We knew 
Pioneer Mills, which used to 
be the largest building in the 
city, would be on the site from 
the beginning. We’ve been 
removing the stone [foun-
dations] from that building. 

We’re going to be able to 
incorporate some of those 
[stones] into the project. We 
uncovered an old portion of 
The Strand that runs along 
the site, so we’ve been docu-
menting that as well.

Our plan is to be through 
archaeology this winter and 
then we’ll begin excavation 
for the garage and installa-
tion of what we call our cut-
off wall, which is an under-
ground wall. 

How has the process 
differed from similar EYA 
projects, like The Oronoco? 

This has been very dif-
ferent from The Oronoco 
because at The Oronoco we 
had an existing building. In 
this case, it’s all new con-
struction. They’re very dif-
ferent projects, and there 
are challenges to each. With 
something like The Oronoco, 
when you’re working on con-
straints because of what’s al-
ready there and when you’re 
doing something new, as we 
think about archaeology, 

you’re dealing with the un-
known of what lies beneath 
what you’re demolishing and 
working through that. Each 
is sort of unique.

What has the archaeo-

logical excavation process 
been like?

We did a detailed site 
history before we started 

For 30 years, Rebuilding Together Alexandria, and thousands 
of volunteers, have provided free home repairs to low-income 
homeowners, including the elderly, disabled, veterans, and 
families with children. We have delivered $7.5 million worth of
in-kind contributions to 2,000 
Alexandria homeowners and 
non-pro� t facilities serving 
those in need.

REBUILD. 
REVITALIZE.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org    703.836.1021

703.370.3737

Proudly Supported By

BUSINESS

EYA’s A.J. Jackson talks Robinson Landing plans

SEE EYA | 32

A.J. JACKSON
Senior Vice President

Pop-up store 116 King is 
opening a pop-up menswear 
store in collaboration with 
American Field in Old Town at 
123 S. Fairfax St. American 
Field and 116 King will host 
an event that kicks off the 
season called “Biscuits and 
Bourbon” at 123 S. Fairfax St. 
on Thursday afternoon from 4 
to 7 p.m., which will be catered 
by Stomping Ground and Six & 
Twenty Whiskey

Flat Top Burger at 529 E. How-
ell Ave. has filed a special use 
permit to expand its permitted 
business hours — currently 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. — to 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m., suggesting that the 
restaurant will roll out a break-
fast menu soon.

Smoking Kow Barbecue filed a 
special use permit application 

with the city to open a fast-ca-
sual barbecue restaurant at 
3250 Duke St. The restaurant 
plans to have 20 indoor seats 
at the establishment and five 
on-site parking spaces. It also 
plans to serve beer and wine 
at the restaurant. 

Toppers Pizza opened its first 
Alexandria location at 3827 
Mount Vernon Ave. on Saturday 
at a grand opening event. The 
pizza chain will open another 
location in January at 6776 
Richmond Highway, Suite 16 in 
the Fairfax County portion of 
Alexandria. 

Twist Boutique, a shop 
offering new and consigned 
clothing, accessories, home 
furnishings and gifts, opened 
at 109 N. Fairfax St. on Dec. 1

QUICK BITES
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PURPOSEFUL LIVING 
Whether you’re looking for Independent Living or Assisted Living, Paul Spring is committed to taking senior living to the next level.  

You’ll enjoy 12 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds with gazebo, koi pond, putting green and walking path. From our diverse enrichment 
and social programs to our exceptional fine dining experience, we deliver valued living all in the comfort of your new picturesque home. 

Call (703) 768-0234 for more information, and to schedule a personal tour with lunch or dinner.

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY · FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED IN VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS
7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · (703) 768-0234 · WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·      @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

environment.’”
Grissom said part of 

Asana’s strategy is to push 
the momentum from the 
waterfront to upper King 
Street. She used the exam-
ple of Sweetgreen in the 
800 block of King Street as 
an example of a business 
drawing millennial clien-
tele. She said she’d like to 
see Asana build that mo-
mentum up to the 1100 
block of King Street.

“We want to create 
something that makes you 
want to stay,” Grissom said. 
“We want to ask the ques-
tion ‘what’s going to keep 
you coming back?’” 

“You’ll really see it grow 
in the next five years. Old 
Town already has the char-
acter and the charm. It’s just 
how to get young people to 
realize this is the place for 
them,” Grissom said. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Presentation before 
city council and school 
board slated for January
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The Ad Hoc Joint City-
Schools Facility Investment 
Task Force met Nov. 30 to 
continue finalizing a report 
that will be presented at a 
joint meeting with city coun-
cil and the school board in 
January. 

When the city established 
the task force in May, a time-
frame was set so that the 
group would develop a Joint 
City-Schools Facility Capital 
Improvement Plan by mid-
fall, and then provide recom-
mendations related to further 
capital project implementa-
tion near the end of 2017. 

Since its establishment, 
the task force has developed a 
joint city-schools facility CIP 
along with evaluating criteria 
for projects that fall within it. 

The revised project list was 
presented separately to city 
council and the school board 
in early November. 

The next phase for the 
task force is to document all 
of the processes they devel-
oped during their six months 
of meetings so that they can 
be institutionalized and used 
by the city and school board 
in the future. This is the re-
port that will be presented in 
January before council and 
the school board.

The report presentation 
was pushed to January to 
accommodate a combined 
meeting between the city and 
schools.

The Nov. 30 meeting con-
sisted of reports from the task 
force’s three subcommittees 
– Capital Planning & Imple-
mentation, Alternative Proj-
ect Delivery Methods and 
Facility Maintenance & Op-
erations.

Discussion was dominated 
by the status update from the 
Capital Planning & Imple-
mentation subcommittee. In 
its final report, the subcom-
mittee will detail the Capabil-
ity Development & Delivery 
Framework model they used 
for projects. 

The five steps in the model 
are capability need validation, 
demand management, project 
strategy, project planning and 
project executions. Descrip-
tions of each phase are avail-
able in the meeting materials 
on the task force’s website.

Drafts of each individual 
subcommittee’s reports will 
be further finalized by the 
task force’s next meeting on 
Dec. 14.

“What we’re doing is tak-
ing the three committees and 
finalizing those, taking them 
into a better draft,” Task 
Force Chair Lynn Hampton 
said. “Then we’re going to 

take each of the three com-
mittees and look for overlap 
and try to identify the over-
lap and make sure we’re clear 
about that.” 

“It’s kind of bottom up ... 
It’s committee work, and then 
the analysis to see where the 
overlap is, and recognizing 
the overlap and then finaliz-
ing,” she said.

Hampton said she was 
proud of what the task force 
has accomplished so far this 
year. She said members have 
worked hard to meet dead-
lines, and the next step is to 
bring political decision-mak-
ers into the final process. 

“It’s been a very intense 
period and very hardwork-
ing committee,” Hampton 
said. “I think everybody has 
come with experience and the 
proper motivation to give the 
city what it asked for back in 
the original resolution.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com

City-schools task force works toward final report ASANA FROM | 7
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Winter Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

~ We ❤ Cats ~
Caesar  has a gentle and calm disposition and is just one 

handsome  guy . 
He’saneight-year-oldbrowntabbywithfourwhitefeet
andawhiteblazeonhischest,givinghimadistinctand
gorgeouslook.Caesarisquietanddignifiedbutdon’tlet

thatfoolyou.
Onceheknowsyou,he’llbegivingyouheadbumps

whenyou’rearoundhim–acat’ssurestsignofaffection.
Caesarlovestoplaywithhistoys;he’llenjoyyouplaying

along too.
 FOR MORE INFO ABOUT OUR ADOPTABLE PETS, 

PLEASE VISIT  www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU, ALEXANDRIA

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

✶ ✶

Heroin-fentanyl mix-
tures are popular for their 
price and potency. Not only 
is fentanyl much cheaper for 
dealers to obtain at $1,200 
per kilo versus up to $82,000 
per kilo for heroin, it’s also 
extremely powerful, Kochis 
said. The National Institute 
on Drug Abuse describes 
fentanyl as a synthetic opi-
oid similar to morphine, but 
50 to 100 times more potent.

“You mix up a little bit of 
heroin with mostly fentanyl, 
you have some good stuff,” 
Kochis said. “It’s what peo-
ple look for even knowing 
the risks, because it’s such a 
significant high.”

The potency, however, is 
what often leads to overdose 
and death. 

“Some opioids are more 
potent than others, so a 
small amount of one can 
be much stronger than the 
same amount of another, 
and that’s where the fentan-
yl analogs have caused so 
many overdose deaths,” said 
Dr. Hughes Melton, M.D., 
chief deputy commission-
er of the Virginia Depart-

ment of Health.
Somebody who is used 

to taking a gram of heroin 
may take the same amount 
of a heroin-fentanyl mix-

ture without realizing it will 
be 50 to 100 times stronger, 
Melton said. It is often in 

SEE OPIOIDS | 11
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Heroin
According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, heroin 
is an opioid drug made from 
morphine, a natural substance 
that comes from the seed-
pod of various opium poppy 
plants. Its chemical name is 
diacetylmorphine, with the 
molecular formula, C21H-
23NO5, according to the U.S. 
National Library of Medicine. 
Although morphine has a much 
longer history, heroin has been 
around under its current name 
since the late 1800s.

Heroin typically comes in a 
white or brown powder or a 
black sticky substance called 
“black tar heroin.” It can be 
injected, smoked or snorted. 
It is classified as a Schedule I 
substance under the Controlled 
Substances Act of 1970, 
meaning there is no current 
accepted medical use for it in 
the United States. 

Fentanyl
Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic 

opioid analgesic (pain reliever) 
similar to morphine, but 50 to 
100 times stronger, according 
to NIDA. Its molecular formula 
is C22H28N2O, according to 
the NLM. Fentanyl is a Sched-
ule II narcotic under the Con-
trolled Substances Act and is 
approved by the FDA for use as 
an analgesic and anesthetic.

According to the DEA, fentanyl 
was first developed in 1959. 
There was a spike of fentanyl 
overdoses from 2005 to 2007 
and another surge has been 
seen in recent years. The 
fentanyl and fentanyl analogs 
associated with recent overdos-
es are produced in clandes-
tine labs, according to NIDA. 
Fentanyl comes in numerous 
forms and is often mixed with 
other drugs. 

Due to the recent spike in illicit 
fentanyl use, there is a biparti-
san bill in congress called the 
INTERDICT Act, which aims to 
halt the flow of illegal fentanyl 
from Mexico, China and other 
nations into the United States.

THE DRUGS’ BACKGROUNDS

N N

O

Some opioids are more potent than 
others, so a small amount of one 
can be much stronger than the 
same amount of another, and that’s 
where the fentanyl analogs have 
caused so many overdose deaths.”
– Dr. Hughes Melton, M.D., 
chief deputy commissioner of the 
Virginia Department of Health.

N N

OFentanyl
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738 Fords Landing Way 708 South Union St 34 Alexander St

717 South Royal St822 South Royal St

926 South St. Asaph St 204 Jefferson St

GALLERY OF HOMES
Sold in Yates Gardens, 2017

Sold in Fords Landing, 2017

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker
diann.carlson@gmail.com
703-628-2440 | 703-549-8700
Weichert Old Town

WEICHERT ®

LUXURY COLLECTION

these situations that over-
doses and deaths occur, be-
cause the concentration of 
opioid activity in the blood-
stream is so high it stops 
respiration.

Another frequent cause 
of overdoses is when users 
combine drugs of different 
classes and forms. 

“People do not usual-
ly die from just one drug,” 
Melton said. “It’s just anoth-
er layer, another level of bad 
and dangerous, when drugs 
of different mechanisms of 
action are combined.”

Melton said drugs of dif-
ferent classes that are fre-
quently paired with opioids 
include alcohol, benzodiaz-
epines such as Xanax, and 
other seemingly harmless 
sedatives such as Benadryl. 
When these drugs are com-
bined, the effect isn’t addi-
tive — it’s exponential. 

“If you take some opi-
ates, and you get sort of a 

buzz, then you just take a 
little bit of benzodiazepine, 
you don’t just get a little 
more buzz, you get dead,” 

Melton said. “Combining 
drugs, because of the way 
they work in your body and 
in your brain, they don’t 

have an incremental effect 
when you add one to the 
other, they have an expo-
nential effect … that’s usu-

ally how people die.”
With such dangerous 

drugs being developed and 
sold on the black market, 
the Alexandria Police De-
partment has taken pre-
cautions in its training and 
fieldwork. 

“As a rule, our patrol of-
ficers are not what we call 
‘field testing’ suspected 
heroin,” Kochis said. “So 
what that means is, say an 
officer stops someone or 
finds a powder they believe 
is heroin, we don’t test it 
there.”

The substance is sent to 
a lab to be tested in a con-
trolled environment, but the 
officer can still arrest and 
charge the suspect based on 
the totality of circumstanc-
es, Kochis said.

In addition, Kochis said 
officers in the narcotics unit 
are educated about heroin, 
fentanyl and other opioids 
that are circulating in the 
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Combining drugs, because of the way they work in your 
body and in your brain, they don’t have an incremental 
effect when you add one to the other, they have an 
exponential effect … that’s usually how people die.”

– Dr. Hughes Melton, M.D.

Heroin
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AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

Want to learn more? 
Visit us at www.alexrenew.com
or call 703-549-3381, ext. 2206

We’ll be at work in your neighborhood soon!
Starting soon, Alexandria Renew Enterprises will perform preventive maintenance on 
the Commonwealth Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows freely.  
You’ll see us working along Commonwealth Avenue removing debris and sediment using 
a vacuum truck. We’ll also inspect the line to check the interceptor’s condition using a 
robotic camera. 

FACEBOOK
alexandria renew

TWITTER 
@AlexandriaRenew

INSTAGRAM
@callmemoxie

LINKEDIN
Alexandria Renew 
Enterprises

market of illicit drugs. 
One drug that has 

cropped up in recent years 
is carfentanil, a synthetic 
opioid used to tranquilize 
large mammals. The U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration issued a warning to 
the public and law enforce-
ment about carfentanil in 
September 2016 that states 
the drug is a fentanyl ana-
log 10,000 times more po-
tent than morphine and 100 
times more potent than fen-
tanyl itself. 

Kochis said Alexandria 
has not yet had any cases 
of carfentanil, but Fairfax 
and Prince William coun-
ties have. Carfentanil is 
especially dangerous for 
law enforcement because it 
comes in several forms, in-
cluding powder and spray, 
and it can be accidentally 
inhaled or absorbed through 
the skin. Since undercover 
officers cannot wear per-
sonal protective equipment 
when purchasing a danger-
ous drug, Kochis said there 
is always a team nearby 

with an antidote called nal-
oxone as a precaution.

When people overdose, 
naloxone is the only sub-
stance known to reverse the 
opioids’ effects, according to 
Melton. Formulations of nal-
oxone include Narcan and 
Enzio. Naloxone, however, is 
only an immediate solution 
to an overdose and does not 
cure withdrawal symptoms 
or the underlying problem of 
addiction. 

While different opioids 
have varying effects, the 
principal reason they are 
legally prescribed is pain 

management. According to 
the NIDA, the drugs inter-
act with opioid receptors 
on nerve cells in the spinal 
cord and brain to reduce the 
intensity of pain signal per-
ception. They are generally 
safe when prescribed by a 
doctor and taken for a short 
period of time, according to 
NIDA.

Since the opioids pro-
duce a sense of euphoria 
in addition to eliminating 
pain, however, they are of-
ten misused. A December 
2016 article by Science Line 
states that physical depen-

dency may take a while, but 
psychological addiction can 
take place in fewer than 
three days.

Melton said the addic-
tiveness of opioids depended 
on the type and form of the 
drug. 

“What makes one opi-
oid more addictive than an-
other is how quickly it gets 
into your bloodstream and 
the level of the drug peaks,” 
Melton said. 

Drugs taken orally, snort-
ed nasally or injected in liq-
uid form all have different 
impacts. For example, an 
opioid taken orally will take 
longer to get into someone’s 
system and have a more 
gradual peak than one that 
is crushed and snorted, ac-
cording to Melton.

He also said opioids that 
are prescribed are often 
given in oral form, whereas 
illicit street drugs usually 
turn up in other, more ad-
dictive forms. 

In addition to the mental 
side of addiction, heavy opi-
oid users also experience an 
intense physical dependency. 

“It’s been described to 
me as your skin being ripped 
off of your body. You don’t 
sleep for days. It’s a very 
physical addiction. They 
just can’t stop,” Kochis said. 
“They wake up, and they’re 
sick, very sick … From what 
I see, they have almost a fear 
of not getting that high or 
that fix, because of the de-
tox from opioids, heroin or 
fentanyl, it’s violent.”

Melton said education 

is important for preventing 
addiction and that prescrib-
ers need to warn patients 
exactly what opioids will 
do to their bodies. Common 
opioid side effects include 
drowsiness, mental confu-
sion, nausea, constipation 
and respiratory depression, 
according to NIDA.

“Historically, prescrib-
ers did not do a very good 
job of explaining the risks 
and how is it that an opi-
oid works, other than just, 
‘It’ll help with your pain,’” 
Melton said. “Well sure, but 
it’s gonna do all these other 
things too that potential-
ly you need to watch out 
for, like cause constipation, 
make you sleepy, dangerous 
driving … It can make you 
fall, it can cause you to stop 
breathing, all of that needs 
to be explained to individu-
als.” 

In addition to educating 
patients on side effects and 
risks of addiction, Melton 
said everyone should be 
aware of the long-term ef-
fects of opioid addiction. 
In addition to overdose and 
death being the most lethal 
consequences, some com-
mon withdrawal symptoms 
include restlessness, drows-
iness, muscle and bone pain, 
insomnia, diarrhea, vomit-
ing, cold flashes and invol-
untary leg movement, ac-
cording to NIDA.

“The more a person un-
derstands what the drug 
does to them,” he said, “the 
less dangerous it is.” 

- mschrott@alextimes.com
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Holiday Happiness For You
Enjoy $25 off of your choice of session 

or class. Use code “AlexTimes”
One per person. Good through 3/18

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Beautiful jewelry 
is the perfect gift

  15% off with this ad

Beautiful jewelry 
is the perfect gift

325 Cameron St, 
Old Town 

gossypia.com

Open Every Day 
& Evenings

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com • 113 King Street, Old Town

Experience
Jewelrythe art of

Art gifts are always time-
less choices to give to your 
loved ones during the holi-
day season.

There’s always the ques-
tion, however, of where 
to start. What kind of art 
should you opt for? What 
gallery should you visit to 
find that perfect gift? As 
detailed in this gift guide, 

there’s often a third option: 
getting a custom art gift 
that suits your needs.

The artists below, all of 
whom are local, offer com-
missioned artwork in differ-
ent forms, including print, 
pottery, stationery and 
jewelry – and many can be 
found just around the block 
from your home.

Kara Gorski
Saylor Design Co. 

Alexandria-based art-
ist Kara Gorski’s work is 
the perfect gift for the sta-
tionery or calligraphy nerd 
in your life. Gorski’s shop, 
Saylor Design Co., creates 
and sells personalized sta-
tionery sets and prints that 
are attuned to your friend, 
family member or even your 
own tastes. 

Gorski says her shop is 
perfect for “any truth tell-
ing woman who has a big 
heart and an even bigger to 
do list.” For the tell-it-like-
it-is woman in your life, Say-
lor Design Co. sells t-shirts 
with frank, funny and in-
spirational sayings, and gor-
geous prints and stationery 
to boot.
Does commissioned work? 
Yes (Move fast for holiday 
orders – they must be re-
ceived by Friday) 

Local artists that make 
perfect custom gifts

SEE GIFTS | 14
COURTESY PHOTO

Kara Gorski’s stationery is available for custom orders. 
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Bring the family & CeleBrate the Season with Us!

Join us as we celebrate the beauty of the season.  Enjoy refreshments and live music  
while you browse our holiday collection of fresh greens, wreaths, decorations, trees and more.  

We heard a rumor that Santa himself will be there to hear Christmas wishes!

20% off All gift shop items And poinsettiAs  

(excludes live greens and trees)

HolidayOpen House!
Friday, December 8th

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
BrAddock roAd store

l ive  music  By  courtlyn cArr  
Wine,  hot c ider And other refreshments 

speciAl  AppeArAnce By  sAntA

1721 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, VA 22302 • 703.998.3030 
www.GreenstreetGardens.com

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz

• Organic/Natural 
Doggie daycare, 
boarding, grooming

• The best doggie food 
and supplements to 
make us healthy & 
strong all year long

• Great Holiday toys
and treats

• Online ordering:
store.wholedogz.com

We are rushing 
to Whole Dogz for our 

Holiday cheer! 

Website: www.saylordesign-
co.com 
Contact the artist: Follow 
her work on www.instagram.
com/saylordesignco or 
www.facebook.com/Say-
lorDesignCo
Buy her work on www.
saylordesignco.com or on 
Etsy at www.etsy.com/shop/
SaylorDesignCo 

Dejan Jovanovic
Dejan Studio Jewelry

Artist Dejan Jovanovic 
creates works of art through 
custom jewelry. Jovanovic 
trained as a sculptor in Ser-
bia and has lived in the D.C. 
area since 2002, where he 
started Dejan Studio Jewelry. 
Since, he has made a name 
for himself, particularly for 
his engagement rings and 
wedding collection. 

Jovanovic offers the op-
portunity to create your 
own piece of jewelry from 
scratch. He specializes in 
making jewelry with exqui-
sitely selected and uniquely 
cut gemstones, including 
diamonds, pearls, opals and 
other stones upon request. 

All pieces are made from 
18k, 22k and pure 24k gold, 
platinum, sterling silver, 
bronze and stainless steel. 
A selection of pre-made Jo-
vanovic jewelry is also avail-
able for sale at his Torpedo 
Factory studio, including 
rings, bracelets, brooches, 
pendants, necklaces and 
cuff links.
Does commissioned work? 
Yes (Commissioned pieces 
take anywhere from one 
to six weeks to complete; 
pricing varies depending on 
jewelry materials) 
Website: www.dejanstudio-
jewelry.com  
Contact the artist: Contact 
Jovanovic at 703-535-3035 
or by email at dejanjewelry@
gmail.com; Visit Jovanovic’s 
studio at the Torpedo Facto-
ry, 105 N. Union St. #15

Stephen Lally 
Stephen Lally, a Del Ray-

based artist, hopes you don’t 
plan to display his pottery 
on a shelf. Lally focuses on 
creating functional piec-
es, borrowing from tradi-
tional English and Japanese  

SEE GIFTS | 16
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COURTESY PHOTO
Dejan Jovanovic’s work includes rings, bracelets, brooches and more. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 7, 2017 | 15 

stonewallkitchen.com

national harbor company store
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

Holi -d e a l s !

Celebrate the holiday 
season with our daily

Visit us in store or online 

for details.

With more than 275 professional 
members, the Torpedo Factory Artists 

always have new art (and new 
artists) to discover. Find great gifts 
for everyone on your list...and you 

just might discover something 
for yourself too! 

Working Artists • Open Studios

 Torpedo Factory 
105 N. Union St; Alexandria, VA

Open 10 am - 6 pm daily and 
until 9 pm on Thursdays

Individual studio hours vary

Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic
2905 District Ave, Suite 115

Fairfax, VA
Open 11 am - 7 pm 

Wednesday through Sunday

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists

Tracie Griffith Tso • Studio 22 & Gallery 19 Charlene Cross • www.charlenecross.com

Anna Yakubovskaya • Studio 302 Marsha Staiger • Studio 332
Guy Jones • Studio 337
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pottery. His wood-fired 
works seek to create a con-
nection from artist to pur-
chaser, whether that work 
is a mug ($25), a ramen bowl 
($35), a teapot  ($80 to $90) 
or a jar ($40). 

Lally works to document 
the process of creating his 
pottery in the finished prod-
uct through his glazes. He 
uses muted tones of glazes 
that complement the marks 
that ‘firing’ clay pottery in a 
wood-burning oven natural-
ly creates and leaves some 
portions of the pottery un-
glazed. The end result is a 
piece of pottery that looks 
and feels unique. For pottery 
fans or those on your Christ-
mas list looking for a dish, a 
vase or a mug that you can’t 
get anywhere else, Lally of-
fers a solution.
Does commissioned work? 
Yes (on case-by-case basis)
Website: www.stephenlally-
pottery.com 
Contact the artist: Contact 
Stephen Lally at (703)-819-
9990 or slallypottery@gmail.
com; View his work at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center 
at the Scope Gallery, 105 N. 

Union St. #19; Exhibits at 
Del Ray Artisans Gallery this 
Friday through Sunday, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.

Tracie Griffith Tso
Tracie Griffith Tso has 

been studying the art of 
Chinese painting since her 
childhood. The Torpedo 
Factory artist, who is orig-
inally from California and 
now lives in North Reston, 
honed her style while work-
ing with a master of the art 
in Hong Kong. Now, Griffith 
Tso creates her distinctive 
art in print, on dishware and 
pottery and, when the sea-
son arrives, on ornaments. 
Griffith Tso isn’t limited to 
physical works of art – she 
also has created and art di-
rected infographics for news 
outlets and corporate clients 
alike.

Her ornaments feature 
a variety of styles and sub-
jects. If you’re looking for 
the perfect gift for the ani-
mal lover in your life, Grif-
fith Tso has ornaments that 
feature a number of cute-
as-can-be animals, such as 
cats, rabbits, porcupines, 

SEE GIFTS | 17
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COURTESY PHOTO
Stephen Lally uses muted tones of glazes to compliment clay color. 
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deer and birds. Explore her 
work in person by visiting 
Studio 22 at the Torpedo 
Factory.
Does commissioned work? 
Yes 
Website: www.inksart.com 
Contact the artist: Contact 
Tracie Griffith Tso at 408-
705-2652 or at inksart@
gmail.com; See her work in 
person at the Torpedo Fac-
tory, 105 N. Union St. #22 
(Contact ahead for hours) 

Jennifer Brewer Stone
Jennifer Brewer Stone, 

who has worked out of a stu-
dio at the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center in Old Town since 
2013, creates hyper-realistic 
nature portraits in a fun, 
tropical palette of colors.  
Since graduating from Uni-
versity of Maryland, College 
Park with a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Fine Art and English 
Literature in 2003, Brew-
er Stone has been active in 
D.C.’s art scene and has been 
painting full-time since 
2008. An example of her 
artistic style, which counts 
flowers, fauna, amphibians, 
butterflies and sea creatures 
as frequent guests, can be 
viewed for oneself with her 
“Dance of Life” series.  

Brewer Stone’s seasonal 
works of art, such as “Ode 
to Winter” (original paint-

ing on sale for $900; poster 
available for $25) still focus 
on Brewer Stone’s frequent 
subject – nature – but are 
featured amidst a landscape 
composed of the rich crim-
son, gold and blue hues of 
winter. If you’re looking for 
custom work, Brewer Stone 
also paints on commission. 
If a smaller gift is more your 
style, Brewer Stone sells tote 
bags, phone cases and greet-
ing cards featuring her orig-
inal work.
Does commissioned work? 
Yes 
Website: www.jennifersart-
gallery.com 
Contact the artist: Contact 
Jennifer Brewer Stone at 
502-265-6772 or visit her 
studio at the Torpedo Facto-
ry Art Center, 105 N. Union 
St. #227 (Contact ahead for 
hours)
Work can be purchased on-
line at www.squareup.com/
store/jennifer-brewer-stone

GIFTS  FROM | 16

COURTESY PHOTO
Jennifer Brewer Stone creates hy-
per-realistic nature portraits.

COURTESY PHOTO
Tracie Griffith Tso creates Chinese-styled art in print, dishware, pottery 
and ornaments.

Dresses for every occasion

106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314  |  703-664-0585  |  Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5

It's the season to celebrate... and festive attire is our specialty!

tsaltstyle.com
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Right: Fred “the dog” 
sits atop the Hender-

son cart with his mas-
ter as the clan gathered 

near the entrance of 
the Wilkes Street tunnel 

on Saturday morning.
Middle: A decorated 

livingroom in one of the 
homes featured during 

Campagna Center’s 
Holiday Home Tour. 

Far right: A panoramic 
view of the Del Ray tree 

lighting ceremony on 
Saturday.

PHOTO BY LOUISE KRAFFT

PHOTO BY LOUISE KRAFFT

PHOTO BY LOUISE KRAFFT

Brownie Scouts from troop 60008 carry the Campagna Center’s 
Scottish Walk banner.

Chairman 
and CEO 
of Burke 

& Herbert 
Bank Hunt 

Burke.

COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO/SECOR FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
Santa Claus was a special guest at the annual Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.

On Saturday, Alexandria was the scene of festivities from mid-morning until well after 
sundown. The fun kicked off at 11 a.m. with the Scottish Walk Parade in Old Town, 
which featured musicians, clans in kilts, city dignitaries and dogs of all stripes. After 
the parade, the Campagna Center’s Holiday Home Tour followed, as local designers 
decorated homes in the Old and Historic District in seasonal decorations. The Del 
Ray tree lighting ceremony took place just after the sun went down, followed by the 
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights, which featured boats covered with lights. Santa even 
made a couple of appearances, at the end of the parade and in the parade of lights.

A day of holiday cheer
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PHOTO/MIKE ANDERSONPHOTO/MIKE ANDERSONCOURTESY PHOTO

Above: Matt West 
leads a company of 
the Muskets of the 
Crown, 84th Regiment 
of Foot.
Left: An artistic view of 
the Del Ray tree with a 
luminary honoring the 
late Nancy Dunning, 
who was murdered 
in December 2003 
in her Del Ray home. 
Dunning was fondly 
referred to as the 
“Queen of Del Ray.”

Far left: 
Moira Shea 
greets R2D2 
at the Scot-
tish Walk 
Parade stag-
ing area.
Left: Tina 
and Linda 
Montgom-
ery at the 
parade.

PHOTO/SECOR FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
Santa Claus was a special guest at the annual Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.

PHOTO/E. MICHIO FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
Not every entrant in the parade was holiday themed – “Cygan-
ka” won the “Thinking Outside the Christmas Box” at the 
parade.

On Saturday, Alexandria was the scene of festivities from mid-morning until well after 
sundown. The fun kicked off at 11 a.m. with the Scottish Walk Parade in Old Town, 
which featured musicians, clans in kilts, city dignitaries and dogs of all stripes. After 
the parade, the Campagna Center’s Holiday Home Tour followed, as local designers 
decorated homes in the Old and Historic District in seasonal decorations. The Del 
Ray tree lighting ceremony took place just after the sun went down, followed by the 
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights, which featured boats covered with lights. Santa even 
made a couple of appearances, at the end of the parade and in the parade of lights.

A day of holiday cheer
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SPORTS

Nov. 27

TC L 52-45 @ Forest 
Park

Nov. 29

TC L 93-59 vs. South 
County

Nov. 30

Episcopal W 81-37 vs. 
FCA

SSSAS W 61-56 vs. 
Benedictine 

Dec. 1

Episcopal W 61-49 vs. 

Gleneig Country

SSSAS W 61-59 vs. Blue 
Ridge

TC L 66-58 vs. Langley

Dec. 2

Episcopal W 59-51 @ 
SSSAS

Dec. 5

Episcopal W 59-55 @ BI

SSSAS W 68-54 @ 
Whitman

TC L 63-62 vs. Oakton

Girls’ Basketball

Nov. 29

Episcopal W 58-47 @ 
SSSAS

Dec. 1

Episcopal W 53-45 @ 
Collegiate
TC W 73-32 vs. 
Wakefield 

Dec. 2

BI W 58-15 @ Southern 
Durham
TC W 77-59 vs. SJCP

Dec. 5

Episcopal W 40-37 @ 
SAEHS

Boys’ Basketball
School   Record

Bishop Ireton         0-1
Episcopal          4-0
SSSAS          3-1
T.C. Williams         0-4

School   Record

Bishop Ireton            1-0
Episcopal                4-0
SSSAS             1-1
T.C. Williams            2-0

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per season 
for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Epis-
copal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams 
High School. Records are presented alphabetically, while re-
sults will be listed by date. This winter, the sports included 
are boys’ and girls’ basketball. 

Alexandria Sports Roundup

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

After a disappointing 
2017 football season, Bishop 
Ireton High School has hired 
a new head varsity football 
coach for the 2018 season.

The school announced in 
a newsletter on Dec. 1 that 
Charles “Chip” Armstrong 
would assume head coaching 
duties effective immediate-
ly. The Bishop Ireton varsity 
football team ended its latest 
season 0-10.

Armstrong is a familiar 
face for longtime Cardinals 
football fans. He started as a 
coach at BI in 1985 and be-

came head coach for the Car-
dinals’ varsity football team 
in 1991, where he led several 
winning seasons. The team 
ended its 1992 season with a 
9-2 record and finished 8-3 in 
1993, following BI’s entrance 
into the then-newly-formed 
Washington Catholic Athlet-
ic Conference. The same year, 
BI won the WCAC Division II 
Championship title.

Armstrong left the school 
in 1994 to work for Bishop 
McNamara, where he served 
as science teacher, head foot-
ball coach and athletic direc-

tor. 
He returned to Bishop 

Ireton in 2016 to teach chem-
istry and serve as defensive 
coordinator for the Cardinals.

BI Athletic Director Bill 
Simmons, meanwhile, will 
retire from his position at the 
end of the year. The Bishop 
Ireton newsletter said that a 
third-party agency is coor-
dinating the hiring process 
for Simmons’ replacement 
and that no hiring timeline is 
available at this time.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Bishop Ireton names new varsity football coach
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CALENDAR
December events
Make crafts, drink coffee with the mayor, 
listen to an orchestra and more |   Page 26

ARTS
Holiday performances
A roundup of area holiday performances. Find 
the one for you    |   Page 22

HOMES
Holiday decor is about color
This year’s favorite modern holiday colors 
are blush and rose gold  |   Page 24

TimesLiving
Pets

BY KIM GILLIAM

The winter holidays are 
a time to enjoy seeing fami-
ly and friends, but don’t get 
so wrapped up in the excite-
ment of the season that you 
forget to keep your pets safe 
from the unique hazards this 
time of year presents. Here 
are the most common dan-
gers you’ll want to be sure to 
avoid. 

Chocolate
People love to gift choc-

olates over the holidays, but 
if your pets ingest enough 
of this they can receive an 
unhealthy dose of methylx-
anthines. Note that cats can 
be adversely affected by in-
gesting chocolate too; it’s 
just that most cats have lit-
tle interest – more than 90 
percent of chocolate toxicity 
calls to the Pet Poison Help-
line are for dogs.

Guests
If your guests don’t have 

pets of their own, they may 
not know how best to keep 
them safe and may let them 
into parts of the house that 
are off-limits or even outside 
when you are not around. Let 
them know the ‘pet rules’ 

of the house. And while you 
may be a stickler about se-
curing items that could be 
harmful to your pets, guests 
often leave suitcases open 
where pets can easily get 
into trouble, such as eating 
prescription medications or 

sugar-free gum. Please make 
sure your guests keep such 
items secure.

Tree Decor
You’ll want to skip the 

tinsel this year; it is thin 
and sharp and if ingested 

can easily wrap itself around 
intestines or ball up in the 
stomach. And glass orna-
ments can easily be knocked 
off the tree by a wagging tail 
and break, creating sharp 
fragments that can cut your 
pet’s paws, so place these on 

the higher branches. Make 
sure the electrical cords for 
your holiday lights are se-
cured from curious puppies 
or kittens that like to chew. 
And last but not least, do 

Holiday pet hazards

COURTESY PHOTO
Don't forget about your furry ones’ safety this holiday season. For example, remember that ingesting chocolate can adversely affect not 
only dogs, but also cats. 

SEE PETS | 27
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Badge and schedule information at 
FirstNightAlexandria.org 
#ALXFirstNight

24 Indoor Venues in Old Town and One in Del Ray

PLUS afternoon adventures with the 
Ninth Annual Fun Hunt and new creative 
and culinary activities all around town.

Don’t miss the area’s largest, safest, family-friendly, 
budget-friendly New Year’s Eve celebration! 

Children 12 and under, and active military are FREE

PRESENTING SPONSORS

FIREWORKS ON THE 

POTOMAC

An Old Town New Year’s Eve 
CELEBRATION

sponsored by

FIRST NIGHT
ALEXANDRIA

December 31, 2017

A Christmas Carol                          12/1 - 12/16

Ebenezer Scrooge, a 
miserable Victorian humbug, 
travels with ghostly guides 
through Christmas past, 
present, and future to find the 
true meaning of the holidays.  
Complete with special effects, 
Victorian carols and Tiny Tim.
A Christmas Carol 
is a must for the 
entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!

ARTS

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

There’s no shortage of 
holiday-themed theatrical 
offerings in and around Al-
exandria this month. From 
the annual presentation of 
Little Theatre of Alexandria 
favorite “A Christmas Carol” 
to “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” at ICE! at Nation-
al Harbor, there’s something 
for all ages and tastes. Below 
are mini-reviews of seven 
regional plays and perfor-
mances.

‘Hansel and Gretel’ at 
Synetic Theater

During the bustle of hol-
iday crowds, Gretel tries to 
keep her brother, Hansel, 
out of trouble, while their 
babysitter leaves Gretel to 
fend for them both. As Han-
sel embarks on his own won-
der-filled exploration of his 
everyday surroundings, he 
and his sister fall into a mag-
ical realm that takes them 
far away from home. In this 
wordless production, the 

well-beloved Grimm fairy 
tale embraces the fantasti-
cal through the eyes of those 
who see the world through 
a different lens. Directed 
and choreographed by Ele-
na Velasco and Tori Bertoc-
ci.  Through Dec. 23 at 1800 
South Bell St., Arlington in 

Crystal City. For tickets visit 
www.synetictheater.org.

‘The Old Bull & Bush’ at 
MetroStage

Originally performed in 
the Old Vat Room at Arena 

Theatrical takes on the holidays: 
Mini-reviews of seven offerings

PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK
Sharisse Taylor (Gretel) and Justin Bell (Hansel) in Synetic Theater’s production of ‘Hansel and Gretel.’

Catherine 
Flye per-
forming No-
body Loves 
A Fairy over 
Forty, with 
Joseph 
Walsh at the 
piano, Peter 
Boyer and 
Katherine 
Riddle 
in Metro 
Stage’s pro-
duction of 
‘The Old Bull 
& Bush.’

PHOTO/CHRIS 
BANKS

SEE THEATER | 23

The Alexandria Times is your  
hometown newspaper.
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

ARTS

Stage, writer/director/ac-
tor Catherine Flye will be 
transferring her nine-per-
son troupe to a circa 1912 
replica of the famed Hamp-
stead, England pub to jolly 
up your holidays with food, 
35 songs, jokes, dance, a 
sing-along and an abbrevi-
ated reenactment of Dick-
ens’ “A Christmas Carol.” 
With Christmas crackers, 
British beers and sausage 
rolls for purchase, the clas-
sic British music hall en-
tertainment runs through 
Dec. 24 at 1201 North Royal 
St.  For tickets visit www.
metrostage.org.

‘A Christmas Carol’ at 
The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria 

In a fresh interpretation 
by director Eleanor Tap-
scott, enjoy a return of the 
Christmas classic by Charles 
Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserable Victorian hum-
bug, travels with diaphanous 
ghostly guides  — beautifully 
choreographed by Ukrani-
an Victoria Blum — through 
Christmas past, present and 
future to find the true mean-
ing of Christmas. Complete 
with special effects, Victorian 
carols and Tiny Tim. Through 
Dec. 16 at 600 Wolfe St.  For 
tickets call 703-683-0496 or 
visit www.thelittletheatre.
com.

‘Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer’ at 
‘ICE!’ at the Gaylord 
National Resort & Con-
ference Center 

A nine-degree winter 
wonderland carved from more 
than two million pounds of 
ice, a Christmas Village, mer-
ry-go-round, Glacier Glide 
ice skating rink, “JOY” – an 
eye-popping, Broadway-style 
holiday musical show, nightly 
snowfalls and dancing foun-
tains at this first-class holi-
day destination. Additional 
events are a Mistletoe Mixol-
ogy class, Build-A Bear Work-
shop, photos with Santa, 
Cookies with Mrs. Claus and 
more. Through Jan. 1 at 201 
Waterfront St., National Har-
bor, Maryland.  For tickets 
and event times visit www.
GaylordNationaltickets.com.

Christmas at Mount 
Vernon 

Tour George and Martha 
Washington’s mansion by 
candlelight and make merry 
with 18th-century dancing, 
fireside refreshments and 
caroling. Meet Aladdin the 
Camel, watch holiday fire-
works on Dec. 15 and 16, hear 
period music, experience a 
military encampment and 
more.  For tickets and event 
times visit www.MountVer-
non.org. 

Holiday Follies at Signa-
ture Theatre 

Starring jazz singer Ines 
Nassara, David Rowen (Sig-
nature’s “Diner”) and Ka-
tie Mariko Murray (Signa-
ture’s “West Side Story”) 
singing classic holiday songs.  
Through Dec. 16 at Signature 
Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave., 
Arlington in Shirlington.  For 
tickets visit www.SigTheatre.
org.

The Symphony Orches-
tra of Northern Virginia

In collaboration with the 
Office of the Arts, it presents 
a “Friday Evening Chamber 
Concert Series.”  The next 
concert, “A Brass Christmas” 
is scheduled for Dec. 15 at 
the Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.  For online tick-
ets visit http://bit.ly/2vSKX-
Rd.  Tickets are also available 
at the door.

THEATER FROM | 22

PHOTO/MICHAEL DEBLOIS
Larry Grey as Fezziwig and Hannah Pecoraro as Mrs. Fezziwig and 
cast from ‘A Christmas Carol’ at the Little Theatre of Alexandria. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Candelight tour at Mount Vernon includes character-guided tours of 
the first and second floors of the mansion, 18th-century dancing, 
and fireside caroling.

To place an advertisement 
call sales at  703-739-0001.
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HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Address: 1250 S. Washington 
St. Unit 105, Alexandria
Price: $1,049,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 4

HOA: $1,884 per month
Built: 1983
Square Footage: 2,225
Agents’ Contact Info:
Bobi Bomar & Ellen Patrick,  

Weichert, Realtors
www.homesofalexandria.com
703.927.2213, 703-549-8700
bobi@homesofalexandria.com
ellen@homesofalexandria.com

This spacious, newly 
updated first floor unit in  
Porto Vecchio comes with  
stunning panoramic views 
of the Potomac River and 
National Harbor from every 
room. This light-filled con-
dominium features an open 
floor plan, hardwood floors 
and a riverfront patio. Ame-
nities include a swimming 
pool, tennis courts, fitness 
center, sauna, party room, ex-
tra storage and two assigned 
garage parking spaces. Por-
to Vecchio also offers a 24-
hour front desk, security and 
limousine service to its resi-
dents. Conveniently located 
in the sought-after Southwest 
Quadrant of Old Town – just 
a short stroll to shops, restau-
rants, grocery and more.

Beautifully updated condo offers exceptional views, amenities

PHOTOS/HOMEVISIT
Above left: This con-
dominium features 
panoramic views of 
the Potomac River. 
Above: Porto Vecchio 
is located in the 
Southwest Quadrant 
of Old Town. 

HOMES 

Part 1 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

F estooning a home for 
the holidays conjures 
grand images of gar-

lands, Christmas trees and 
lots of lights. These days, 
lights are mostly LEDs, rath-
er than those cursed strings 
where one bulb inevitably 
flamed out, taking out an 
entire strand, leaving a black 
hole on a swath of branches. 

But the biggest change 
in the last 10 years has 
been the expansion of col-
ors across an overwhelming 
range of decor, from orna-

ments to accessories that 
push the creative envelope 
out of the traditional red 
and green comfort zone. 
There’s something intrigu-
ing about less conventional 
palettes, some a little retro 
— like pastels reminiscent 
of sugary miniature villag-
es — and others that follow 
suit with trending elements 
of home decor.  

This year, for example, 
there’s a lot of blush and rose 
gold, riffing off of the accep-
tance of millennial pink as a 
core color. There’s a sizeable 
range of blues, right on cue 
with the dominance we’ve 

seen in furnishings markets 
globally.  

For designer Tobi Fair-
ley, whose newly renovated 
home in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas is featured in this 
month’s Traditional Home, 
tradition and Southern-style 
hospitality is strong. But so 
is color, always a passion re-
flected in her interiors and 
furniture for CR Laine.   

Touring her home is so 
much technicolor eye can-
dy, from the shock of flam-
ing red trees in pots, crim-
son berries and wreaths 

Color is key to unlocking 
modern holiday decor

The retro look of old-fashioned bottle brushes is 
thoroughly modern in a palette for 2018 and beyond 
by Cody Foster and Co. at Horchow.SEE COLOR | 25  PHOTO/HORCHOW  
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framing the front door, to 
a riveting pink bedecked 
flocked tree in a black-and-
white foyer (to echo the 
pinks in the adjacent dining 
room), to shots of delicious 
vivid blues, purple and aqua 
in other rooms. Blame it on 
her mom. 

“My mom always had fun 
with our Christmas trees,” 
she says. “I remember in 
the ‘80s we had mauves and 
pinks. Another year we had 
blues mixed with rust tones. 
My mom was pretty confi-
dent. We didn’t just have 
traditional ornaments. She 
definitely set the tone.  

“I’ve always encouraged 
my clients not to ‘undeco-
rate’ their homes — by that, 
I mean, take away pieces 
and store them in the attic 
so they can get their Christ-
mas decorations out. To me, 
(holiday decorating) should 
enhance what you have. 
I lean into a palette and 
design that works for me 
all year ‘round. I want my 
home to still feel like it’s my 

home.”  
“Red and green has been 

pumped into people’s heads 
over time,” says Eddie Ross, 
style director for The Mine, 
an e-tail site with curated 
high-end furnishings, and a 
columnist for House Beauti-
ful. “It if works in your home, 
great. But it may be jarring 
against a lavender wall. I 
decorate to enhance the de-
cor of my home, not make 
it clash. This day and age, 
there are so many choices in 

different colors.”  
That’s no surprise to 

forecaster Michelle Lamb, 
director of The Trend Curve, 
a subscription-based publi-
cation for professionals that 
focuses on home furnish-
ings trends. Lamb, who reg-
ularly covers a show called 
Christmas World in Frank-
furt, Germany, calls red and 
green a holiday “workhorse,” 
but she sees other colors de-
manding attention in decor 
and trims.  

“There’s a warming 
trend, informed by millen-
nial pink, as well as brown 
and gold — three big influ-
encers on the palette,” says 
Lamb. “But also, green is a 
top trend, and it’s not un-
usual to see two or three 
shades together, with euca-
lyptus and sage being the 
loudest. And aqua values, 
pale to deep, have a large 
role.  

And, of course, blue. “It 
is North America’s favorite 
color,” says Lamb. “Which 
one? Pick one. And it’s the 
color for Hanukkah, plus a 
color story that has more to 
do with winter.” 

This holiday season, dec-
orate with tones that work 
with your existing furnish-
ings. And don’t be afraid to 
go bold with color. ‘Tis the 
season for innovating.

HOMES 

Join us 
Christmas Eve 3 course menu  

3 seatings 4:30-6:30-8:30 
New Year’s Eve 4 course menu & 

glass of champagne  
3 seatings at 5:00-7:00-9:00.

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

PHOTO/ KEVIN ALLEN
Laurie Dowling, who has created 
floral designs at the White 
House, likes the unexpected 
teaming of red potatoes, grapes 
and variegated nandina (barber-
ry) foliage in soft shades of pale 
plum, purple and taupe, and 
tucked-in satiny orchid ribbons. 

PHOTO/NANCY NOLAN FOR 
TRADITIONAL HOME

Graphic wallpaper and a classic 
black-and-white porcelain 
checkerboard floor are the back-
drop for a tree decked out in a 
mix of gleaming hot pink, pink, 
gold and silver ornaments. 
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www.anaandmelissa.com

                 Weichert Realtors 121 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314
Mobile: 703-772-3526 | Office: 703-549-8700

Happy Holidays
“Ana and Melissa are the best!  They were not only  

professional and worked with me to my find my home, but 
they were also personable and responsive. ”  F.H.
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DECEMBER 7

DEL RAY SHOPS LADIES’ NIGHT 
Join the Shops of Del Ray to shop local 
and enjoy special promotions while 
sipping Virginia wine. Participating 
stores are Bellies & Babies, Kiskadee, 
La Brocante, Purple Goose and Top 
It Off. Plus, find unique, locally made 
gifts at an exclusive outdoor holiday 
pop-up shop at the Just ASK parking 
lot at the intersection of Mount Vernon 
Avenue and Bellefonte Avenue, 
featuring The Board Bus, Indigo 
Lion, PawsGo, Truly-Life and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-683-2570

CLEAN ENERGY PUBLIC FORUM 
The Ready for 100 Campaign is 
holding a community forum on 
the potential and opportunities for 
renewable energy in Alexandria. The 
campaign invites the public to join city 
officials, energy experts and business 
leaders to explore exciting pathways 
and solutions to achieve 100 percent 
clean energy in the city. Congressman 
Don Beyer is expected to be the 
opening speaker at this event, followed 
by a presentation on Alexandria’s 
energy and opportunities, and then a 
panel discussion Q&A session.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Renew 
Enterprises, 1800 Limerick St.
Information: https://www.sierraclub.
org/ready-for-100

DECEMBER 8

ARLANDRIA QUALITY OF LIFE 
WALK This community event is 

designed for city staff and Arlandria 
residents to collectively walk the 
neighborhood and observe and 
document areas or issues that need 
to be addressed or improved.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: The Conservatory at Four 
Mile Run, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-3855

ARTFETE OPEN HOUSE & 
HOLIDAY PARTY Join The Art 
League at its Madison Annex as it 
kicks off the holiday season with live 
music, great artwork, artist demos, a 
wearable art fashion show and more. 
Enjoy live music by the Foggy Bottom 
Whomp-Stompers as you shop our 
holiday ceramics sale, jewelry sale 
and original art by our stained glass, 
mosaics and fiber arts students and 
teachers. Admission is free and all are 
invited.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Art League, 305 Madison 
St.
Information: https://www.
theartleague.org/content/
artfete_2017 

GREENSTREET GARDENS OPEN 
HOUSE Join us as we celebrate the 
beauty of the season. Enjoy wine, hot 
cider and refreshments. The event 
also features live music from Carolyn 
Carr and a special appearance from 
Santa. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 1721 W. Braddock St.
Information: 703-998-3030

DECEMBER 9 

MAYOR ON YOUR CORNER 
Join Mayor Allison Silberberg for her 

next monthly coffee, “Mayor on Your 
Corner,” on Saturday, Dec. 9 at Tempo 
Restaurant. There’s no need to RSVP 
and no charge to attend. There is a $5 
flat fee for pastries and coffee. 
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Tempo Restaurant, 4321 
Duke St.
Information: www.allisonsilberberg.
com

DECK THE HALLS WITH SANTA 
Looking for a way to involve children 
in the holiday celebrations? Look 
no further than this Deck the Halls 
event.  This fun-filled morning is a long 
cherished occasion full of arts and 
crafts, carols, cookies and story time 
with Santa.
Time: 10 a.m. to Noon
Location: St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
288 S. Pitt St.
Information: www.campagnacenter.
org 

KWANZAA WORKSHOP The 
Alexandria Black History Museum will 
host a Kwanzaa Workshop.  Kwanzaa, 
celebrated Dec. 15 to Jan. 1, is one 
of three inherently African American 
celebrations, along with Juneteenth 
and Watch Night. This interactive 
workshop will present what you should 
know about Kwanzaa and how to 
celebrate it. Included will be history, 
principles, symbols, activities and 
decorating ideas to aid in planning 
your own Kwanzaa Celebration. The 
program will be entertaining and 
educational for children, youth and 
adults. There is a $5 admission fee 
and reservations are encouraged.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Month, 902 Wythe St.

Information: 703-746-4356

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN 
CAMP OPEN HOUSE Holiday 
event interprets how Christmas 
was observed during the Civil War. 
Program features a patriotic Union 
Santa Claus, soldiers in winter camps, 
the Officers’ Hut decorated for the 
season, fort tours, and a Victorian tree 
in the museum. Kids can make an 
ornament or holiday card. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock St.
Information: 703-746-4848

HOLIDAY COFFEE WITH 
MARTHA WASHINGTON Visit 
with Martha Washington and her 
granddaughter, Mrs. Peter, while they 
discuss the foods and desserts that 
were served during the holidays 
at Mount Vernon. Enjoy a piece of 
Martha Washington’s Great Cake and 
coffee while listening to holiday music 
by resident fifer  Don Francisco. The 
event concludes with a Q&A session 
and a photo opportunity with the 
ladies. Afterwards, guests are invited 
to tour the mansion and estate. 
Admission is $35 per person.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: http://www.
mountvernon.org/plan-your-visit/
calendar/events/holiday-coffee-and-
dessert-with-martha-washington/ 

DEL RAY CANDY CANE BAR 
CRAWL Take a break from the bustle 
of holiday preparations and enjoy 
specialty cocktails, beer and food 
specials at 12 Del Ray restaurants 
during a neighborhood bar crawl 
to benefit nonprofit Alexandria 
Neighborhood Health. Advanced 
admission costs $10 and it goes up 
to $15 for admission at the door. 
Admission comes with beer and 
cocktail specials at each bar, free 
trolley transportation to spots along 
the bar crawl, a 12-ounce cup for the 

first 150 people and one raffle ticket.  
Time: 2 to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: http://visitdelray.com/
event-2733369 

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Take 
a break from the fast pace of the 
season and enjoy the unique charm 
and history of Old Town at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum, Carlyle House and 
Lee-Fendall House. Enjoy seasonal 
decorations, entertainment and light 
refreshments. This year Lloyd House 
joins the tour, hosting members of 
Beth El Hebrew Congregation, the 
oldest Jewish congregation in Northern 
Virginia, as they share the traditions 
of Hanukkah. Admission for adults is 
$25, $20 for active military members 
and seniors and $5 for children 
between the ages of six and 17.
Time: 4 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. 
Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

DECEMBER 10

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR 
Experience the magic of the holiday 
season by touring the Apothecary 
Museum the way Harry Potter would. 
The one-hour potions themed tour will 
explore the real medicinal plants used 
as potions ingredients in J.K. Rowling’s 
wizarding world. You’ll even make your 
own potion. Adults and children ages 
8 and older welcome. Admission is 
$15 per person and tickets must be 
purchased in advance. 
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 to 107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

COLONIAL HANDBELL RINGERS 
CONCERT The Colonial English 
Handbell Ringers perform clad in 
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colonial attire, bringing a five-octave 
set of nearly 80 handbells from the 
world-famous Whitechapel foundry 
in London. The ringers will perform 
children’s classics, timeless holiday 
tunes, and original show-stoppers. 
Audience participation in the 
sing-a-long encouraged. Identical 
performances at both 2 p.m. and 4 
p.m.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/Lyceum

PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT The Washington 
Metropolitan Philharmonic presents an 
afternoon of classical music with the 
story of John Henry set to music by Jim 
Territo, Ralph Vaughn William’s journey 
through Europe, an Italian poem by 
Respighi and soloist Piotr Pakhomkin 
playing Alexandre Tansman. A holiday 
reception will immediately follow. All 
are invited.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: https://www.wmpamusic.
org/ 

DECEMBER 11

HEALTHY HOLIDAY HABITS Stay 
healthy with a free yoga session at 
Duncan Library. Learn about nutrition 
and how to balance holiday indulgence 

with a healthy lifestyle. A free yoga and 
mindfulness class, led by a certified 
yoga instructor, will follow. Advanced 
sign-up isn’t required, but calling the 
library ahead of time is encouraged. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Branch 
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1782

DECEMBER 12

HOLIDAY CRAFT NIGHT Celebrate 
the season and join the Charles E. 
Beatley Jr. Central Library in making 
handcrafted ornaments and garlands. 
All supplies will be provided. This 
event is for ages 8 and up and will be 
located in the library’s large meeting 
room.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 

Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751

DECEMBER 14

TORPEDO TALKS Enjoy a special 
Thursday after-hours event at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center. Browse 
open studios and galleries, interact 
with artists, while enjoying special 
programming. Check monthly lecture 
series, Torpedo Talks, at 8 p.m. in the 
main hall. This iteration of the event 
will feature Desiree Venn Frederic, a 
Sierra Leon-born immigrant, writer and 
installation artist. This is a free event.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: http://torpedofactory.
org/event/second-thursday-and-
torpedo-talks-desiree-venn-frederic/

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Found outside as a tiny kitten 
with his bestie Flipper, Moby 
had the love of a foster family 

and is now ready for a forever 
home, hopefully with Flipper.  
Twice the fun! 

Marvelous
MOBY

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

not allow pets to drink the 
Christmas-tree water – if you 
have added fertilizer, it can 
be toxic, and even stagnant 
water can be bad for them. 

Holiday Plants
Plants such as mistle-

toe and holly can cause se-
vere gastrointestinal dis-
orders, breathing problems 
and even heart failure if 
swallowed. Poinsettias and 
Christmas cacti can lead to 
serious indigestion. It’s best 
to keep harmful plants out 
of reach. 

Potpourri & Candles
Do you like to simmer 

potpourri on the stove or 
burn candles to fill your 
home with the scents of the 
season? Cats may be tempt-
ed to drink the potpourri 
liquid, which is poisonous 
to them, causing corrosive 

burns, difficulty breathing 
and excess liver enzymes. 
And pets may burn them-
selves on unattended can-
dles or cause a fire if they 
knock them over. Be sure to 
use appropriate candle hold-
ers, placed on a stable sur-
face, and put the candle out 
if you leave the room.

By paying proper at-

tention to these and other 
changes you make around 
the home this time of year, 
you and your pets can enjoy 
the season together without 
incident. Happy Holidays.

Kim Gilliam owns  
Alexandria’s Frolick Dogs, 

an indoor dog gym, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam.
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Keep plants out of reach; plants such as mistletoe and holly can 
cause severe gastrointestinal disorders. 
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson
Sometimes change comes so slowly it’s almost imperceptible. 

Like beach erosion or the growth of a child, those who witness 
it daily don’t see the microscopic alterations. But over time, the 
small changes add up.

Other times, everything shifts all at once, sometimes in un-
foreseen ways and from unanticipated sources. When a swift 
transformation takes place, it’s often all we can do to keep from 
being thrown from the raft. Purposeful steering is not an option.

What Old Town is now experiencing is, confusingly, a mix-
ture of the two. 

A dramatic change is taking place in Alexandria’s most his-
toric neighborhood, yet it’s happened so quietly that many res-
idents are unaware that the Old and Historic District is being 
transformed.

One year ago, Asana Partners owned no properties in Old 
Town. Twelve short months later, they possess 21. While Alex-
andria business leaders have expressed excitement about the 
potential improvement that extensive ownership by a deep- 
pocketed company may bring, no one knows for sure if this will 
be good or bad for the Port City.

With so many establishments controlled by Asana, one com-
pany suddenly has the power to significantly alter the look and 
feel of Old Town. Known for cobblestones, history, old homes 
and our artists’ colony in the Torpedo Factory, Old Town has 
traditionally attracted an older demographic, along with tour-
ists.

During a panel discussion held Tuesday at the Chamber of 
Commerce annual meeting, Asana executives said they plan to 
open stores in their properties, which are largely concentrated 
on King Street, that will attract a younger, hipper millennial 
crowd to Old Town. Two immediate questions present them-
selves:

First, can Old Town really compete with Georgetown, The 
Wharf, the Eastern Market and other areas in the District and 
Northern Virginia for millennials? Second, do we want to?

It wasn’t that long ago that the freely spoken slogan in Alex-
andria was “Don’t Georgetownize Old Town.” What this meant 
was, in general terms, “We don’t want to overdevelop and bring 
in a partying, brawling crowd that will ruin our neighborhood.”

Has that sentiment changed? Because if it hasn’t, then Old 
Town residents are in for an unpleasant surprise.

Unlike city-driven proposals opposed by many Old Town res-
idents, such as the now-abandoned Business Improvement Dis-
trict idea, Asana is a private company not beholden to voters. 
Changes it may bring about will not be subjected to public hear-
ings or resident input. Though the company has a good track 
record of working with the communities it moves into, it is not 
required to do so.

A revitalization of Old Town, through freshened storefronts 
and new retailers, brought about by a company intent on being a 
conscientious civic partner is almost certainly going to be more 
good than bad for Alexandria.

But change is most certainly coming – and change is some-
thing that many in Old Town don’t do very well.

A sea of change 
in the Port City

To the editor: 
Leave Alexandria’s “protest statue” – 

also known as “The Appomattox” — alone. 
Its dramatic art is ideal for current and fu-
ture protests. Its placement is important 
too. Standing above the traffic at the inter-
section of Prince and Washington streets, 
it faces toward George Washington’s home 
and family values. It pointedly turns away 
from the seat of our powerful and some-
times errant central government of which 
the name Washington personifies. 

Our protest statue features no weapon; 
its head is bowed and shoulders sagging. It 
is a three-dimensional manifestation of un-
spoken disappointment. I believe the statue 
is depicted in this manner to emphasize the 
needless loss of lives. Others will find dif-
ferent meanings, but that’s the beauty of 
art. It’s supposed to affect you.

Dreamers brought here illegally as inno-
cent babes in arms can use our protest stat-
ue to publicly register their opposition to 
possible forced deportation. The harassed 
can use it to object to the belittling verbal 
and real physical abuse they endure, espe-
cially in the workplace. Also, sensible peo-
ple everywhere can use it to register their 
disdain for the erratic, crude deportment of 

our sitting president. 
Alexandria taxpayers can embrace it 

as a symbol of their impotence when they 
seek redress at a city planning commission 
meeting or city council forum. Students can 
use it to protest the crushing debt they will 
be inheriting because of their parents’ re-
fusal to pay for the many services they de-
mand from a federal government long un-
able to live within its means.

The literalists will have us believe that 
our protest art statue endorses a cause, and 
removing it will purify history. The Civil 
War was divisive, as was the Vietnam War. 
For reasons that elude me, these literalists 
refuse to recognize that our protest statue 
only recognizes the premature deaths of 
long ago Alexandria citizens. 

Nevertheless, they want to move it at 
taxpayer expense from where it has been 
standing for more than a century. Don’t 
be seduced. Our protest statue needs to 
remain in its symbolically powerful place. 
From this place, it can serve as an artistic 
statement for the aggrieved and for what-
ever they protest, now and in the future, a 
right accorded all Americans. 

-Jimm Roberts,
Alexandria

A protest statue for the ages
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Filling in the Blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

As temperatures grow cooler, days 
become shorter and the year draws to a 
close, a spirit of giving, sharing and con-
necting abounds. Throughout our schools 
and community, children are 
singing, bands are playing and 
community service initiatives 
are underway. 

Many families joined 
our interim superintendent, 
school board members and 
staff at the festive Scottish 
Walk on Saturday as we kicked 
off the closing month of 2017. 
The Jefferson-Houston School commu-
nity welcomed Alexandrians to their free 
pre-Scottish Walk pancake breakfast, a 
great gift to all who were able to partake. 
Later this month, creative artists from 
throughout Alexandria City Public Schools 
will share their talents at Alexandria’s First 
Night celebration.

At this time of year, parents, students, 
staff and community members are drawn 
together in ways that are particularly spe-
cial. In our schools, bands and orchestras 
are rehearsing, along with choirs and third 
grade recorder students, getting ready for 
their winter performances. Families will 
fill our schools to make merry with friends 
and neighbors and celebrate the creative 
and artistic endeavors of their children.

Third grade students from across the 
division will descend upon T.C. Williams 
High School to enjoy a concert by the 
award-winning T.C. choir. We are hopeful 
that this special opportunity will inspire 
some of these young students to sing a lit-
tle louder in the shower and maybe join the 
choir when their time comes. 

And community leaders and elected of-
ficials will enjoy breakfast with students at 
many of our schools as part of the Virginia 
Breakfast Challenge. The challenge seeks 
to increase participation in school break-
fast programs, a key strategy in ending 
childhood hunger. Added benefits of the 
program include a more positive school 
climate, calmer and more focused class-
rooms, a decrease in tardiness and absen-
teeism and the elimination of the stigma 
associated with free meal programs. We 
know that children who are well fed are 
better able to learn.

While enjoying holiday cheer is a big 

part of this season, so too is giving back. 
At many of our schools, new and gen-

tly used hats, gloves, coats and boots are 
being collected to be shared with those in 

need. And gifts will be anonymous-
ly given to students who might 
otherwise go without, thanks to 
generous staff who volunteered to 
be paired up with students in need. 
Many businesses, such as Bread 
& Chocolate, Barnes & Noble and 
Chipotle, are teaming up with our 
schools to donate a percentage of 
their proceeds on a given night, or 

as part of a fundraiser, to support school 
initiatives.

You, too, can be a part of the giving. 
Contact your neighborhood school to learn 
how you can help those who are facing 
challenges to enjoy this holiday season. 
Participate in your neighborhood school’s 
fundraisers, especially when one is con-
nected to something you might already 
do, like eat out. Donate to toy and winter 
gear drives at your neighborhood school, 
or through organizations such as ALIVE! 
Come read to, tutor or mentor our students 
and get immersed in the diversity that 
makes this city so very special.

Our neighborhood schools are a staple 
of our community and bring us together 
in so many ways. You don’t have to be a 
parent of a student to be involved in our 
schools. Whether attending a community 
meeting or casting a vote at your neighbor-
hood school, you are a part of our school 
community and we welcome your involve-
ment.

Ensuring that our students feel nur-
tured, cared for and believed in is critical to 
their overall success in life. When children 
feel safe, secure and loved, they are better 
equipped to perform academically and to 
succeed in school and in life.

Learn more about how you can get in-
volved and support our goal to have every 
student succeed. Better still, make a plan 
to be involved throughout the coming year.

This time of year is a universal time of 
giving, sharing and connecting. We look 
forward to continuing this tradition in the 
year ahead. Happy Holidays.

The writer is chair of the  
Alexandria City School Board.

The holiday season at ACPS

RAMEE GENTRY

My View |  Denise Dunbar

Thump, thump, thump. 
“Come on buddy, come on bud-
dy,” the voice loudly exhorted 
from the other side of the parti-
tion. Beep, beep. “Powering up, 
powering, CLEAR,” the voice 
yelled, followed by a 
loud wham.

I heard the audio 
portion of this reality 
play on continuous loop 
through the opaque 
partition for what 
seemed like an hour, but 
was probably only about 
20 minutes. I had come to the 
emergency department of INO-
VA Alexandria Hospital around 
midnight with my daughter be-
cause she had spiked a high fever 
with what turned out to be strep 
throat. Whoever was being treat-
ed on the other side of the parti-
tion was obviously experiencing 
something quite different.

Our nurse did not give out any 
personal information about the 
person being treated, and I never 
saw him, but when I asked what 
was going on, she shook her head 
and said, “Drugs.” I said it sound-
ed like he might not make it and 
all she said was, “It’s bad.” 

As this life and death scene 
played out not more than five 
feet away, I looked worriedly at 
my daughter to see how she was 
reacting. Fortunately, she was 
fairly serene in her high-fever stu-
por and was outwardly unaffect-
ed by the struggle for life taking 
place next to us. I felt sick to my 
stomach and was traumatized 
for weeks afterward by the surre-
al-seeming struggle for life that I 
had inadvertently overheard.

So many questions haunt-
ed me. Who was this guy in the 
ER, so close to death and alone? 
He was apparently a young adult 
from the way the doctor talked 
to him. What had he overdosed 
on? Was this his first overdose, 
or was he someone who had been 
revived in the ER before, only to 
succumb again? Where was his 

family and how did they deal 
with his drug use – or were they 
even aware of it? What were his 
chances of not only surviving 
that night, but of kicking his ad-
diction?

The emergency team 
kept working on the 
man. A couple of times 
they were able to get 
a steady heart rhythm 
and the revival effort 
would cease for a min-
ute or two, but then 
they would abruptly re-

sume their resuscitation efforts. 
Mercifully, they finally stopped, 
the unknown man’s heartbeat 
apparently restored. About an 
hour later, with my daughter’s 
condition diagnosed and her fe-
ver under control, we went home.

 I never learned what hap-
pened to the guy on the other 
side of the partition. 

Images of that night in the 
ER have popped into my head 
many times this year, though, as 
the Alexandria Times has delved 
into the topic of Opioids in Alex-
andria. The fifth installment in 
the series, “Why opioids are dan-
gerous and addictive,” begins on 
page 1 of today’s paper. 

It’s one thing to be horri-
fied and traumatized by hear-
ing someone almost die from an 
overdose. As we have learned 
from hearing the stories of city 
EMTs and doctors during this 
series, it’s quite another thing to 
be the person working the front 
lines of the crisis, treating people 
who are near death from over-
doses. The toll it takes on those 
folks is a form of Post Traumatic 
Syndrome, akin to what military 
soldiers suffer. 

What I can’t fathom is what 
it must be like to live with an ad-
diction so strong that you wind 
up struggling, like that man, for 
your life.

The writer is co-publisher and 
editor of the Alexandria Times.

Overhearing treatment  
of an overdose

DENISE DUNBAR
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To the editor:
As the homeowners of 

402 S. Pitt St., when we first 
read the article about our 
home in the Nov. 23 print 
version of the Alexandria 
Times, we thought per-
haps we had awoken from a 
bad dream. That feeling, of 
course, lasted but for a few 
seconds. Aside from get-
ting the outcome incorrect, 
the article did a fine job of 
summarizing aspects of the 
city council hearing, and 
we would like to provide 
the rest of the details of our 
saga with the city and make 
the case for change.

Our home is not a his-
toric Alexandria landmark. 
When we purchased our 
home, we were not aware 
that painting the front re-
quired Board of Architectur-
al Review approval.  Keep in 
mind the front of our home 
was the only portion that 
was not previously painted 
and the adjacent houses as 
well as surrounding houses 
that were built at the same 
time and of the same archi-
tecture as our home are all 
painted.  

City staff told city coun-
cil at the hearing that an in-
sert that is mailed to home 
owners in March with tax 
assessments provides suffi-
cient notice to homeowners 
that they live in a historic 
district subject to a whole 
host of rules and restric-

tions. We were not the own-
ers of our home in March 
and therefore did not receive 
such notification. In addi-
tion, the Commonwealth of 
Virginia does not require 
historical preservation 
rules to be disclosed on the 
sale of a house. Finally, city 
staff stated they send out a 
welcome package to home 
buyers in the Old & Historic 
District within 90 days of a 
house purchase and in the 
package it informs home 
purchasers of the require-
ment to seek approval for 
all exterior changes, includ-
ing BAR approval to paint 
previously unpainted brick. 
City staff advised city coun-
cil that they are behind in 
mailing the welcome pack-
age and one had not been 
sent to us. 

City staff analogized the 
brick on the front of our 
house to “tan” or “beige” 
brick around Old Town and 
compared our home to icon-
ic tan smooth brick build-
ings in Old Town, such as 
the Burke & Herbert Bank 
and the art deco Capitol 
Theater. It should be not-
ed that the city staff report 
for our Sept. 6 BAR hearing 
describes our front brick as 
yellow textured brick. As we 
made clear in our submis-
sion to city council in sup-
port of our appeal, the brick 
on our home is called gold 
rug face, was likely made in 

California in the early 20th 
Century and was part of a 
fad that did not last long. 
The brick is not historic in 
nature at all and is not of 
high quality as city staff 
erroneously contends.  Fur-
ther evidence of this is that 
the homes surrounding us 
— which were all built at the 
same time and presumably 
using the same gold brick 
— have all been painted and 
our neighbors wrote letters 
of support and testified on 
our behalf to city council.

City staff advised the 
council that because our 
home has not been paint-
ed it makes our gold brick 
“historically significant” by 
virtue of the mere fact that 
the developer decided to use 
it instead of iconic Old Town 
red brick.  We can’t imagine 
the BAR would ever approve 
the use of this gold rug brick 
in a new build or remodel 
today as it is not a material 
consistent with the char-
acter of the Old & Historic 
District.  

City staff also told coun-
cil that the paint on the 
front of our home could be 
“easily” removed. This is 
simply not the case. Based 
on our FOIA request, the 
city staff received an email 
from a masonry contractor 
which stated it was “feasi-
ble” to remove the paint.  
The email did not state 
whether all the paint could 

be removed or how much 
damage would be done to 
the mortar, or our windows, 
porch and original roof if 
the paint were removed.  We 
do not believe that all the 
paint can be removed from 
the textured brick.      

When asked by mem-
bers of city council, city 
staff stated that no damage 
would occur to our home or 
brick or to our neighbors’ 
houses if the paint were to 
be removed. On top of hav-
ing no basis to make this 
statement, city staff were 
aware of our submission to 
city council in support of 
our appeal that provided 
evidence from another con-
tractor  — hired by us to re-
move a small patch of paint 
to see if it is feasible — that 
there will be extensive dam-
age to our brick, mortar, 
windows, vegetation, porch 
and original roof as well as 
to our neighbors’ homes and 
the environment if the paint 
were to be removed from our 
home. In fact, the brick will 
never be restored to its orig-
inal state and the unpainted 
facade will remain an anom-
aly to the neighborhood.  

It should be noted that 
in previous cases the BAR 
has indicated that painting 
brick is a permanent al-
teration. In fact, historical 
preservation and standards 
that are issued by the Sec-
retary of the Interior do not 

recommend the removal of 
paint from painted mason-
ry due to the destructive 
nature of the chemicals 
and high pressured water 
cleaning that are required 
to be used in removing the 
paint. City staff did not dis-
cuss or acknowledge any of 
this with city council, even 
though they are intimately 
familiar with these stan-
dards.  The only standard 
they want to apply is that 
brick should not be painted 
and completely disregard 
the other standard against 
paint removal.   

We believe that change 
needs to happen. It can start 
by requiring Old & Historic 
and Parker-Gray Districts’ 
historic preservation rules 
to be disclosed to buyers 
when contracting to pur-
chase a home. In addition, 
if it is the BAR’s position 
that previously unpainted 
masonry should never be 
painted and they are never 
going to approve it, then a 
law should be passed mak-
ing it an absolute prohibi-
tion which specifically is 
disclosed to home buyers. 
Had we known about the 
regulation regarding un-
painted masonry and the 
BAR’s and City Council pol-
icy prohibiting painting, we 
would not have purchased 
our home.   

-Amy and Paul Reed,
Alexandria

Changes needed to BAR rules and regulations

To the editor:
Dear Santa,

A wonderful Christmas 
present for all Americans 
would be:
■ A bipartisan approach to 
a tax reform plan, which 
is revenue neutral, doesn’t 
raise the debt and benefits all 
stakeholders in the economy.  
■ This plan should be sup-

ported by an infrastructure 
investment package which 
is partially supported by an 
increase in the federal gas 
tax which hasn’t been raised 
since 1992. This would allow 
us to invest in our bridges and 
highways, create jobs and set 
the stage for stronger produc-
tivity and economic growth.
■ Ensuring that nine million 

children, under the Child 
Health Insurance Program 
maintain their health cover-
age without requiring offsets, 
shifting money from other 
programs. 

Rather, the Congress is 
trying to pass a “reverse Rob-
in Hood” tax bill that gives 
massive tax cuts to the rich 
and big corporations, while 

putting core services such as 
Medicaid and SNAP at risk of 
deep budget cuts. It will ag-
gravate income and wealth 
inequality, which is already 
the highest in the industrial-
ized world. 

The deficit will predict-
ably skyrocket, and Con-
gress will demand cuts to 
federal programs that help 

millions of Americans put 
food on the table, get afford-
able health care, and make 
ends meet.  Meanwhile, poor 
children will no longer have 
health care by the end of the 
year.

Dear Santa, could you 
make this craziness go away?

-Nancy Morgan,
Alexandria

Santa, please fix the tax reform bill
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This Week 
Which festive Alexandria events did you 
attend this weekend?
1) Only the Scottish Walk Parade
2) Only the Taste of Scotland event
3) Only the Holiday Home tour
4) Only the Del Ray tree lighting
5) Only the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights
6) I attended more than one event
7) I attended none of the above

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week
What is your priority for the composition of the 
next city council?
7% As much continuity as possible
29% As much turnover as possible
41% More political diversity
14% Councilors with business experience
9% Other

This is another segment of Charles 
Magnus’ famous lithograph “Bird’s Eye 
View of Alexandria, Va.,” which docu-
ments the north side of downtown Alex-
andria in 1863. The image is looking west 
from approximately Lee Street at the lower 
edge to Fayette Street in the far distance. 

On the left is Cameron Street, bisect-
ed by the presence of Christ Church just 
above the centerline, and to the right is 
Oronoco Street, flanked a bit further to 
the north by Pendleton Street, which at 
the time did not yet extend fully east of 
Columbus Street.

The huge building in the top center of 
the view is the massive bakery construct-
ed by the Union Army to provide bread 
for the thousands of soldiers occupying 
Northern Virginia. At this location, at the 
corner of Princess and Fayette streets, 200 
workers working around the clock turned 
out 90,000 loaves of bread daily. 

Just to the east of the bakery, the large 
building with a cupola and four massive 
columns is the U.S. Courthouse, built in 
1838 after being designed by noted archi-
tect Robert Mills. The courthouse was the 
only building built by the federal govern-
ment during the period of Alexandria’s 
inclusion within the boundaries of Wash-
ington, D.C. 

One block further to the southeast, in 
what is now the 200 block of N. Washing-
ton St., the Joseph Lloyd House, old Hoff-
man Sugar mill and Benjamin Hallowell’s 
school nicknamed “Brimstone Castle” 
stand just to the right of Christ Church.

On the north side of Princess Street, at 
dead center of the view, the white build-
ing on the northeast corner of St. Asaph 
Street is the old Alexandria Jail with its jail 

yard surrounded by a high brick wall. Fur-
ther east at North Fairfax Street is the for-
mer depot of the Alexandria, Loudon and 
Hampshire Railroad Company that by this 
time had been taken over by the Federal 
Quartermaster Department. 

Barely visible is a 10-foot wooden fence 
which sealed off the city from a potential 
waterfront attack by Confederate rebels. 
The white building one block to the south 
was one of Alexandria’s earliest structures 
built for a pre-revolutionary era store, the 
“House of Glasford & Company” from 
Glasgow, Scotland.

At the time of the Civil War, Alexan-
dria was ringed with farms and open spac-
es and a number of roadways planned in 
the grid system of streets had not yet been 
formally built, with only paths occupying 
the public right-of-way that would be later 
cut through. In this portion of the litho-
graph, Magnus clearly captures the Union 
camps that occupied several of these 

spaces, including one just east of the Lee 
family homes on Oronoco Street between 
North Washington and St. Asaph streets. 

At the top of the image are more Union 
camps filled with tents from a Pennsylva-
nia regiment, while at the southeast cor-
ner of North Royal and Princess streets 
there appears to be a collection of small 
shacks and shanties possibly occupied by 
Contrabands, former African-American 
slaves that had escaped bondage and fled 
to Alexandria seeking protection behind 
Union lines.  

This became the southern edge of an 
African-American neighborhood that 
came to be called “The Berg” named af-
ter Petersburg, Virginia where many res-
idents had migrated from.

This installment originally appeared 
in the Dec. 17, 2015, Alexandria Times. 

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

A look to the north of Civil War Alexandria

IMAGE/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
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at the site, so we had some 
idea of some of the things 
that would be there and we 
knew some of the uses that 
we would find on site. We 
found some interesting ar-
tifacts that told the history, 
like Spanish coins and shells 
and stones from all over the 
world from the early Colonial 
trading period, pottery frag-
ments and buildings and all 
sorts of interesting things. 
It’s been a rich history in that 
regard. It’s been fun to see all 
of the layers of Alexandria 
history. 

Describe what Robin-
son Landing will look like 
when completed. 

Our inspiration for the 
design was language that’s 
in the waterfront plan, which 
calls for modern design in-
spired by historical context. 
That’s what we’re trying to 
achieve there – more mod-
ern design, floor-to-ceil-
ing glass on the waterfront 
side and then, as we turn to 
the city, toward Duke Street 
and Wolfe Street, we have 
punched openings, more 

brick and natural stone at 
the base of the condominium 
building – it’s more typical 
architecture. 

The history of this site, 
as I mentioned, is that it’s 
never been a residential site 
– it was not Captain’s Row 
or anything like that. It was 
an industrial site. The inspi-
ration for the historic design 
was that history of commerce 
and industry, going back to 
the founding of the city in 
1749, where it was the site of 
the city’s first shipbuilding. 
We have this sort of more 
traditional history toward 
the residential neighborhood 
and more modern design to-
ward the water. We’re excited 
about its architecture. It was 
a long, collaborative process 
with the [Old & Historic Dis-
trict Board of Architecture 
Review]. We’re excited about 
it – we think it’s going to be 
beautiful. 

What has the sales pro-
cess been like for Robinson 
Landing?

We had a preview event 
[in November] at Humming-
bird. We had 300 people 
come through for the event. 

We’ve been meeting with 
people and walking through 
the project. There have been 
a lot of one-on-one meet-
ings. We have 70 condomini-
um units and 26 townhomes, 
so it’s a lot to take in. We 
thought it would be better to 
give people the opportuni-
ty to sit down with our sales 
team and understand the 
three different condomini-
um units and find out where 
they want to be in the site 
… We’ve been, so far, very 
pleased by the response, by 
the excitement and enthusi-
asm about this condominium 
and the townhomes. We’re 
happy with the feedback that 
we’re getting. 

What would you like 
to see happen on Alexan-
dria’s waterfront?

We’re really excited about 
having Hotel Indigo open-
ing, the beautiful boat club 
coming up. The city adopted 
the waterfront plan, which 
laid out this vision, and it’s 
exciting to see plans for the 
Southeast Quadrant starting 
to come together. This site, 
with our location near The 
Strand, becomes the southern 

anchor for this activity, from 
the boat club to Chadwicks 
to Hummingbird and Hotel 
Indigo down to our site, and 
we have a [5,000-square-foot] 
restaurant space and a couple 
of other retail spaces, so that 
becomes a draw. We’re excit-
ed to see that happen.

As part of that, we’ve 
dedicated some of some of 
our land to the city to ex-
pand Point Lumley Park, and 
we are adding floating docks 
to our pier and upgrading the 
pier to make it more of an ac-
tive amenity. That, I think, is 
going to bring some vibran-
cy, along with building this 
promenade that’s called for 
in the city’s waterfront plan. 

What are your thoughts 
on The Wharf and how to 
keep Alexandria competi-
tive? 

We’ve always been of 
the view that Alexandria is 
a unique experience and is 
a complement to what goes 
on in D.C. and what goes on 
at National Harbor. Nation-
al Harbor and [The Wharf] 
opening has an impact, but I 
think that Alexandria is a dif-
ferent experience and I think 

that, as is often the case with 
activity, that having multiple 
activities that you can access 
by water, different levels of 
intensity and experience, is 
going to benefit all of those 
spaces, especially in an area 
like Old Town, which tourism 
is such a big part of. You can 
go to a place like The Wharf 
to see a concert, take a water 
taxi back-and-forth and that 
only benefits the Alexandria 
waterfront.

I do think, in relation to 
The Wharf, I think one thing 
is going to be important. We 
have tremendous opportuni-
ties. We need to find a way 
to coordinate the program-
ming and activation along 
the waterfront. We have 
things we’re going to be do-
ing on our site and on other 
properties being developed 
along the river to find a way 
to coordinate our Alexandria 
waterfront and make the wa-
terfront itself a destination 
as opposed to just Robinson 
Landing or King Street as we 
think about how we fit into 
the regional context.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Your Neighborhood Packaging Store in North Old Town

Pack-N-Ship Plus
806 N. Fairfax Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

703-683-4142 • Fax 703.683.4143

OPEN 
Mon-Fri: 

9:30am-6pm
Sat: 10am-4pm

Senior Discount  
Always Available 

from 10-30%
Active Military  

Personnel Discount

Vacation Special
Why wait in line at the airport?

SHIP YOUR ITEMS WITH US  
BEFORE YOU TRAVEL!

WE SELL
• Boxes • Stamps • Copies 
• Passport Photos • Fax Services 
• Phone Cards • Same Day Service 
• Freight • Furniture Packaging
SHIPPING SERVICES
• FedEx Express • UPS 
• Worldwide • US Postal Service
• DHL • Madrano Express

Also Available 
PICK-UP SERVICE

HIGH SPEED COPYING
• Flyers and Brochures
• Corporate Manuals and Morne
DIGITAL PRINTING & 
SCANNING
• Annual Reports Banners Posters and 
More
• From CD or Email
BINDERY SERVICES
OTHER SERVICES
• Internet Access • Mounting • Lamination
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Professional 
Packaging 
Along with 

23 Years 
Experience  

with US 
Postal 
Service

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Chesterfield County Public School 
Now Hiring

Food Service Associates
Contracted Pay Rate $10.00-$15.40

(determined by experience)
*Substitute Pay Rate $9.00

• Training is provided, no experience necessary.
• Work from September to mid-June with  

summers off. 
• All student holidays off to spend with your family! 
• Permanent part-time positions available. 
• Advancement opportunities available with benefits.

Apply via the CCPS website at  
http://mychesterfieldschools.com.  

Complete job description and application procedures 
are available on the website.EOE/M/F/D 

EYA FROM | 8
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RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

AV Resto Group

The People's Drug

103 N. Alfred St.

Alexandria

City of Alexandria 22314

Wine & Beer on Premise; Mixed Beverage on Premise

Seth McClelland

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

J&S Restaurant, LLC

Executive Diner

1400 Duke St

Alexandria

22314-3403

Wine and Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages Restaurant

Jerry Pnevmatikatos Member

ABC NOTICESAUCTIONS
FORECLOSURE SALE 
7,166± SF Commercial Build-
ing. 320 E. Wythe St., Peters-
burg, VA 23803. Appraised: 
$270,000 SALE: ONSITE DEC. 
7, 3PM www.motleys.com • 
(804)601-8147 VA16 EHO

CARWILE AUCTIONS INC. 
SAT. DEC. 16, 2017 9AM! 
EST. RALPH McPEAK 18907 
SUTHERLAND AVE., SUTHER-
LAND, VA. 23855.  30 YEAR 
MECHANIC CAREER
* ’57 CHEV. RESTORED 9 
TIME TROPHY WINNER! * ’82 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON!   * ’06 SEA 
FOX BOAT! SNAP-ON, NAPA, 
MAC TOOLS & SUPPLIES! DON’T 
MISS THIS FANTASITIC ESTATE 
AUCTION! WWW.CARWILEAUC-
TIONS.COM
VAAR392  (434) 547-9100

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DELIVERY DRIVERS / 
WAREHOUSE - We are hiring 
full-time and seasonal delivery 
drivers at our tire warehouse.  
Some warehouse work is 
required.  First shift weekdays.  
Contact Jose to schedule an 
interview at 571-215-4992.   
K&W Tire, 6100 Farrington Ave., 
Alexandria

BROWN TRUCKING – is 
looking for COMPANY DRIVERS 
and OWNER OPERATORS. Brown 
requires: CDL-A, 2 years of 
tractor trailer experience OTR or 
Regional (Multiple states) in the 
last 3 years, good MVR and PSP. 
Apply: www.driveforbrown.com. 
Contact Matt 704-927-6440 

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 

SEE CLASSIFIEDS | 35

Classifieds
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Weekly Words

40. Mambo kin
41. Had dinner at home
42. Placed a wager
43. They travel through ducts
44. Ancient upright stone
45. Third Hebrew letter
48. Fancy window with brackets
49. Pinot ___ (wine)
50. Egyptian, e.g.
51. Some pullover shirts
57. Source of wall flowers?
58. “See ya”
59. Non-P.C. “pitchers”
61. Smallish film
62. Lincoln’s secretary of state
63. Spring upward
64. Fixes, as a carnival game
65. French military cap
66. Beastly resting places
67. Give out in shares
68. The Life of ___ (ease)
73. Conning activity
74. “Hold on there!”
75. Some coastal eagles

76. Be quite suspicious
77. Precisely sculpted shrubs
78. Scored on a serve
79. Banjo relative, briefly
82. Men’s suit material
83. Public util.
84. Coast
90. Of service (var.)
92. Type of roast
93. Bad type of dorm mate
94. Danish monetary units
95. Guillaume who was Benson
96. Certain native of southern China
97. Type of potato
99. Looked at all over
100. Aida was one
101. “C’mon, be ___” (“Help me out here”)
102. Wise giver of advice
103. Prestigious school or type of collar
104. Scottish waterway
105. “Sack” lead-in
106. Partnership for Peace org.
107. Black of old poetry

FIVE-RINGED By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Long NFL pass
5. The FDIC insures them
10. Minor work detail
14. Carbonated drinks
19. Soft white cheese
20. Accumulated, as charges
21. Guitarist’s accessory
22. Genetic duplicate
23. Syllables in “Deck the Halls”
24. Shampoo brand
25. “Narc” ending
26. Mailperson’s responsibility
27. Go for the gold four times
31. Confine, as zoo animals
32. Double negative
33. Fighting force
34. Mouse mover
35. When Brutus was a brute
36. At the pinnacle of
37. U.S. crime busters
40. Certain clergyman
43. Horrific smell
44. Garbage-hauling ship
45. Happy and appreciative
46. Versatile truck, informally
47. Statue you bought in Guam, e.g.
52. Achieved, as a goal
53. Goes all over the place
54. Scarlet and strawberry
55. Big city in Nebraska
56. Brief lines about one’s life
57. “Rambo” or “Rocky” ending?

58. Island near Borneo
59. Potable in a pub
60. Take the silver three times
69. Bubkes relative
70. Smallest Great Lake, by volume
71. Medium limits?
72. He floated and stung
73. Neighbor of a Finn
76. Drink unit from a flask
77. Natural hosiery shade
80. Needing medicine
81. Mantle decoration, sometimes
85. Shad delicacy
86. First-rate
87. Has-been’s verb
88. Sword-wielder’s competition
89. Vigorously passionate
91. Informal mothers
92. A way to unite things
93. Was an aggressive baserunner
94. Mr. Kristofferson
96. Part of a foot
97. Pre-Columbian Peruvian
98. Venues for bulldoggers
101. Settle for the bronze four times
108. Gain, as weight
109. Sound of a crowd or tiger
110. Incredibly absurd
111. Yak
112. With rice, the San Francisco treat
113. Painful reminder
114. Peter, to a pumpkin
115. Prefix meaning left

116. Parry alternative
117. Hammering superhero
118. Cricket, for one
119. Site of the first eviction

DOWN
1. Some beer containers (Abbr.)
2. Give a major speech
3. Large city in Italy
4. Little brown thing?
5. Big name in perfumes
6. It’s more than a job
7. Source of online tech news
8. Jethro of music
9. Qualities that outshine the usual
10. Views with contempt
11. Alfresco dining spot
12. Of great proportions
13. Some parrots
14. Be frugal
15. Ending for crypt or method
16. Flutie who threw passes
17. It can be a single chip
18. Sucker attachment
28. Type of training
29. Orange Free State denizens
30. Really go down with the ship
35. Same as before, for writers
36. Vinegary
37. Hot dog biter?
38. Noted Baroque composer
39. Brainstorm product

DEATH NOTICES
ROBERT L. ATCHINSON JR. 
(72), of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 
2017
PRISCILLA N. BRIGGS (79), 
formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
21, 2017
JUDITH A. BURTON, of 
Alexandria, Nov. 29, 2017
ANGELA E. CHAPMAN (92), 
of Alexandria, Sept. 5, 2017
D. RUTH COFFEY, of 
Alexandria, Dec. 4, 2017
ROBERT “BOB” FLOYD (78), 
of Alexandria, Nov. 18, 2017
DOUGLAS C. FOX (75), 
formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
20, 2017
MARTIN S. GUNN, of 
Alexandria, Nov. 23, 2017
ANN HAGEMANN, of 
Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2017

RUTH E. JACKSON (94), of 
Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2017
NAOMI D. LEVY, of 
Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2017
MARJORIE M. MADSEN (93), 
of Alexandria, Nov. 26, 2017
SHELDON M. MILLER (92), 
formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
3, 2017
DENNIS “DENNY” B. 
MOORE (68), formerly of 
Alexandria, Nov. 24, 2017
LARRY L. NUCKOLS (65), 
formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
1, 2017
CAROL D. ROSE (72), of 
Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2017
STEPHEN H. SANFORD, of 
Alexandria, Oct. 23, 2017
ROGER A. WISSMAN (78), 
formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 
8, 2017
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Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF THE STATE OF  
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR 

THE COUNTY OF KING,  
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT

IN RE THE DEPENDENCY OF:
GABRIELLE DAVAADORJ
DOB: 09/23/2008
NO: 17-7-02183-9 SEA

NOTICE OF HEARING
TO: Grace Abata Dadzie, mother 
and Battuvshin Davaadorj, father, 
and/or anyone claiming parental/
paternal rights or interest in the 
child and to All Whom It May 
Concern:
On September 28, 2017, a petition 
for Guardianship was filed in the 
above entitled Court, pursuant 
to RCW 13.34.080 and/or RCW 
26.33.310 regarding the above 
named child.

[FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION, CALL 206-477-2310, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.]
Said Petition will be heard on 
December 18, 2017, at the hour 
of 8:15 a.m., at King County 
Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, 
Room E-201, Seattle, WA  98104, 
before a judge of the above enti-
tled court, at which time you are 
directed to appear and answer 
the said petition or the petition 
will be granted and action will be 
taken by the court such as shall 
appear to be for the welfare of the 
said child.

Dated November 13, 2017.
BARBARA MINER
KING COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT CLERK
BY:SJS, Deputy Clerk

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 171106

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools (ACPS) is seeking RFP’s 
from qualified bidders for Staff 
Development Services Writing 
Workshop Implementation.
Sealed electronic proposals shall 
be received in ACPS’ Vendor 
Self-Service System on or before 

3:00 p.m. December 19th, 2017. 
The time of receipt shall be 
determined by the system time 
stamp in the Vendor Self-Service 
System. Mailed paper bids shall 
not be accepted.
Offerors submitting RFP’s in 
the Vendor Self-Service System 
should also send (1) one original 
response on a USB flash-drive 
labeled as RFP NO.171106 to the 
Procurement Office, 1340 Brad-
dock Place, Suite 620, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314. The time of 
receipt for the mailed or hand-de-
livered USB shall be determined 
by the time clock stamp in the 
Procurement Office.
RFP’s documents may be ob-
tained at the above Procurement 
Office or by calling 703-619-8343, 
or by downloading the RFP from 
the ACPS website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. Regis-
tration on the Vendor Self Service 
system at https://acps.munisself-
service.com/ is required.
Information submitted may not 
be withdrawn. However, ACPS 
reserves the right to cancel this 
RFP.
Sharon Lewis
Procurement Director

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 171201

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools (ACPS) is seeking RFP’s 
from qualified bidders to provide 
the methodology and task/activ-
ities to design delivery, analyze 
and report on the Alexandria 
City Public Schools Working 
Conditions Survey.
Sealed electronic proposals shall 
be received in ACPS’ Vendor 
Self-Service System on or before 
3:00 p.m.   December 14th, 2017.  
The time of receipt shall be 
determined by the system time 
stamp in the Vendor Self-Service 
System. Mailed paper bids shall 
not be accepted.
Offerors submitting RFP’s in 
the Vendor Self-Service System 
should also send (1) one original 
response on a USB flash-drive 
labeled as RFP NO.171106 to the 
Procurement Office, 1340 Brad-
dock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, 
Virginia  22314. The time of 
receipt for the mailed or hand-de-
livered USB shall be determined 
by the time clock stamp in the 

Procurement Office.
RFP’s documents may be ob-
tained at the above Procurement 
Office or by calling 703-619-8343, 
or by downloading the RFP from 
the ACPS website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. Regis-
tration on the Vendor Self Service 
system at https://acps.munisself-
service.com/ is required.
Information submitted may not 
be withdrawn. However, ACPS 
reserves the right to cancel this 
RFP.   
Sharon Lewis
Procurement Director

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative re-
view and approval.
For information about this appli-
cation or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandri-
ava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2017-00130 
3250 Duke Street – Proposed 
Business: Restaurant- Smoking 
Kow BBQ
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate a 
restaurant zoned CL/Commercial 
Low Zone
APPLICANT: Dylan Kough
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims – 
madeleine.sims@alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2017-00131
301 S. Washington Street – 
Proposed Business: Massage 
Establishment
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate a 
massage establishment; zoned 
CD/Commercial Downtown 
Zone
APPLICANT: Juan Hong Chen
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims – 
madeleine.sims@alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2017-00132
529 E. Howell Ave – Current 
Business: Flat Top Burger
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit for a restau-
rant; zoned CSL/Commercial 
Service Low Zone
APPLICANT: EMS Food Group 
LLC
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims – 
madeleine.sims@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zon-
ing.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zon-
ing staff at 703.746.4666 or email 
the planner listed no later than 
December 28, 2017

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, DECEMBER 20, 2017 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

BAR Case #2016-00160
Request for alterations at 420 
South Lee Street
Applicants: Thomas Byrne

BAR Case #2017-00418
Request for signage at 1199 South 
Washington Street

Applicants: Thornton Residential 
Holdings

BAR Case #2017-00432
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 926 South Saint 
Asaph Street
Applicant: Larry Hill 

BAR Case #2017-00433
Request for alterations at 926 
South Saint Asaph Street
Applicant: Larry Hill

Bar Case #2017-00455
Request for alterations at 1 King 
Street
Applicant: Old Dominion Boat 
Club

Bar Case #2017-00456
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 211 South Saint 
Asaph Street
Applicant: Paul Murtagh & Erin 
Clearly

Bar Case #2017-00457
Request for alteration/addition 
and accessory structure at 211 
South Saint Asaph Street
Applicant: Paul Murtagh & Erin 
Clearly

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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JESSICA RICHARDSON
REALTOR®, VA and DC | NVAR Top Producer

Washingtonian Magazine Top Realtor
703.864.3438 | JessicaRichardson.com 

 Jessica@JessicaRichardson.com
109 S Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

Jessica Richardson has welcomed hundreds of families into their new homes!
Let her help you make YOUR move in 2018. Call today for a 

free Comparative Market Analysis and Home Evaluation.

MAKE your MOVE WITH JESSICA
EXPERIENCE THAT MATTERS • RESULTS YOU WANT

519 Monticello Blvd, 22305

SOLD

307 W Walnut St, 22301

SOLD

7326 Wayfarer Dr, 22039

SOLD

312 Lamond Pl, 22314

SOLD

5901 Mount Eagle Dr, 22303

SOLD

6305 Potomac Ave, 22307

SOLD

1302 Chancel Pl, 22314

SOLD

801 Summit Ave, 22302

SOLD

5428 Brookland Rd, 22310

SOLD

4850 Eisenhower Ave #404, 22304

SOLD

102A E. Cliff St, 22301

SOLD

1206 W Braddock Rd, 22302

SOLD

2404 Cameron Mills Rd, 22302

SOLD

2504 Cameron Mills Rd, 22302

SOLD

1301 N Ode St #132, 22209

SOLD

804 Grand View Dr, 22305 

SOLD

808 Grand View Dr, 22305

SOLD

722 S Fairfax St, 22314

SOLD

2433 Davis Ave, 22302

SOLD

2425 Davis Ave, 22302

SOLD


