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Controversial
topics slated for
council hearing
Reduction in allowed
parking, Karig Estates
project to be
discussed
BY DENISE DUNBAR
AND MISSY SCHROTT

Although at 14 items
the docket is fairly slim,
Saturday’s city council
public hearing is shaping
up to be contentious.
One issue on the docket with long-term repercussions that’s been discussed for almost a year
is a proposed reduction in
parking requirements for
development. Also slated
for discussion is the Karig
Estates project, which pits
neighbors — including the
Beth El Hebrew Congregation — and environmentalists against owners of the

property and the Alexandria Planning Commission.
The Parking Standards
for
New
Development
Projects Task Force began
meeting in March 2017
to consider what types of
parking reductions should
be made and how large
they should be. Task force
members and city staff
were up-front from the
beginning that increasing parking requirements
or leaving them the same
were not up for discussion.
Recommendations that
were approved unanimously by the planning commission and now come before
council include significant
reductions in the minimum amount of parking
SEE HEARING
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Live Oak owners to open
new concept at former
Fireflies location.
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Seniors
Where to access discounts
and how to stay active
at any age.
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Celebrating MLK
PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

ACPS students view posters
displayed in city hall as part of the
annual MLK day poster program.

City poster program and
annual memorial take place
in Alexandria.
Page 18

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

St. Mary becomes basilica
Historic Catholic church
granted honor following
year-long process
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

St. Mary Catholic Church has become the region’s – and the diocese
of Arlington’s – first basilica.
The Holy See, or the Vatican,
named the historic St. Mary a minor
basilica earlier this month. Founded
in 1795 on South Washington Street
with the help of a loan from George
Washington, the church relocated in
the 19th century to its current building at 310 S. Royal St. The church
announced the designation during
mass on Sunday.
The basilica designation is given
to Catholic churches for a number
of reasons, said Father Edward Hathaway, pastor of St. Mary. It can be
given to a church that has the relic
of a saint or due to a church’s style
of architecture. There’s also a third
reasoning.
SEE BASILICA
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COURTESY IMAGE

Top: The exterior of historic St. Mary Basilica at
310 S. Royal St. The church was built in 1826
after being founded in 1795.
Above: This sketch of the church was created by
Bill Harrah in 1996. The church celebrated its
bicenntenial in 1995.
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 30 years of experience to work for you!

SINCE 1988

CARLYLE CITY RESIDENCES

OLD TOWN

OLD TOWN

$989,000

$3,995,000

$1,799,000
Coming Soon

Stately restored historic residence in the heart
of Old Town with a heated in-ground pool &
1 off street parking space! 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

Fabulous restoration and expansion of this
circa 1820 residence in the desirable S.E.
quadrant! 3 bedrooms, 3.55 baths with over 2700 sq.

Live work
option! 3 luxury
levels plus a
main level commercial space!

3 bedrooms, 3.5+/5
baths, 4 fi nished
levels and attached
2 car garage. Open
main with Palladian
windows facing
the park. Eat-in
kitchen, 2 bedrooms
suites and a rooftop
deck. Freshly
painted, new carpet,
Move-in Ready!

with over 6,000 sq. ft. of living space on a 3933 sq.
ft. lot. Rich in architectural detail with tall windows,
soaring ceilings, exquisite moldings, custom built-ins
and heart of pine floors.

ft. of interior space on 3 levels. Two gas fireplaces, wet
bar in living room, 2 zoned wine refrigerator, 2 laundry
rooms, Chef ’s kitchen with island and adjoining family
room. Deep fenced yard with 2 patios, (1 covered).

MT. IDA

JEFFERSON PARK

OLD TOWN

$949,000

$1,195,000

$999,000

Wonderful home with abundant character on a
spacious13,500 sq. ft. lot with an attached garage! 4

bedrooms including 2 bedroom suites, 3.5 baths, 3 levels
with 3,286 sq. ft. of interior space. Living room with
wood burning fi replace, spacious kitchen with breakfast
room. Main level bedroom suite with sitting room. Unfinished walk-out lower level with high ceilings could be
finished. Lovely fenced yard with lawn and patio.

Great visibility on
the 300 block of S.
Washington Street.
Circa 1875 brick
townhouse with
nearly 2,700 sq. ft.
of interior space.
Two updated baths,
updated kitchen,
new boiler and
water heater, freshly
painted interior and
exterior.

Classic Sears Elmhurst Tudor on a spacious corner lot with detached garage! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths,

3 finished levels with nearly 2,600 sq. ft. of living space.
Totally updated with high end finishes, beautiful woodwork and custom built-ins. Living room with wood burning fireplace, gourmet eat-in kitchen and luxurious Master
bath with Carrara marble. Lower level family room with
French doors to yard, a full bath and 4th bedroom.

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Zoned Commercial Downtown with 3-4
off street parking spaces!

Weichert

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
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Archaeologists uncover rare finds
at Washington house
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Additions and Alterations
Call Us Today
Interiors and Exteriors
• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
for a no obligation
• Roofs • Windows • Siding
discussion about
• Handyman

703-533-2423

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A

kenwardhomes @gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

PHOTOS/RICK GARCIA

Mount Vernon Archeological Director Luke Peckerrero (pictured left) is in the midst of
excavating the first well at 123 S. Pitt St., along with other Mount Vernon archeologists, city
archeologists, a Stanford archeologist, a Virginia Tech graduate student and with the Garcia
family, the home’s owners.
One of the most significant finds has been an old oak barrel with a metal ring at the bottom.
Since the barrel had been filled with relics before the well was capped, archeologists were able
to uncover well-preserved artifacts including a cup, bottles, glass shards, plate shards, bones,
18th-century pipe stems, metal pieces and a green colonial bowl with a weaved pattern.
Stay tuned – the Times will continue to update the public on the progress of the excavation.
- mschrott@alextimes.com

First-time candidate announces
run for city council
Canek Aguirre, a Del Ray
resident, announced his candidacy for city council last
week.
Aguirre, who will run as
a Democrat, has served on a

number of local boards and
commissions. He is the chair of
the city’s Economic Opportunities Commission, president
of the Tenants and Workers
United board of directors and

is vice chairman of the Health
Systems Agency of Northern
Virginia’s board of directors,
according to his website.
SEE AGUIRRE
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CORRECTIONS:
An editing mistake in the letter, “Alexandria should commit to renewable energy,” in the Jan. 11
Alexandria Times distorted the meaning of one sentence. It should read: “Praveen Kathpal, vicechair of the city’s Environmental Policy Commission, made the point that if city officials commit to
a 100 percent renewable energy goal, they will provide a clear lens to guide city decisions that will
impact our city’s energy use in the long-term.” The Times regrets the error.
On page 1 of the Jan. 11 Alexandria Times, it was erroneously stated that John Chapman is seeking his second term on council. In fact, by running for re-election, Chapman is seeking his third
term. The Times regrets the error.
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Anne of Green Gables

1/13-2/3

Based on the classic novel
by L.M. Montgomery, this
heartwarming musical takes
place at the turn of the century,
when a family decides to adopt
an orphan boy for help on their
farm, Green Gables. The “boy”
turns out to be Anne Shirley, who
quickly charms her new home
and community with her fun
spirit and comical adventures. A
musical for the Buy tickets early at our
entire family.
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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~ Canine Health Care ~
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He also sits on the Leadership Council for the Alexandria Campaign on Adolescent Pregnancy and is on
the steering committee for
the Partnership for a Healthier Alexandria. Gov. Terry
McAuliffe appointed him to
the Virginia Board of Social
Work in 2016.
Aguirre’s run for council is his first campaign for
public office. Professionally, Aguirre works for Anthem, focusing on improving
health outcomes for Medic-

aid populations throughout
Northern Virginia. He is a
former Alexandria City Public Schools employee, where
he worked at George Washington Middle School and
helped establish bilingual
programs for ACPS students
and their parents.
A first-generation American citizen, Aguirre expressed interest in supporting
“underserved communities in
Northern Virginia” while announcing his campaign to the
Alexandria Democratic Committee, according to a news
release. His major focuses, ac-

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

cording to the same release,
are affordable housing, education and health.
“I have seen many of the
issues our city is grappling
with, and they certainly aren’t easy problems to solve,”
Aguirre said in a statement.
“But having those difficult
conversations requires all
voices, including perspectives
from people who don’t always
get a seat at the table.”
Aguirre will officially kick off his campaign on
Feb. 10.
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

City to dedicate Leonard “Chick”
Armstrong Recreation Center
The city will hold its
dedication of the Leonard
“Chick” Armstrong Recreation Center at 25 W. Reed
Ave. this Friday.
City council voted to rename the recreation center,
formerly known as the Cora
Kelly Recreation Center, in
September of last year. Councilor Willie Bailey, who knew
Armstrong personally, spear-

headed the name change.
Leonard “Chick” Armstrong was a longtime youth
football and basketball coach
for the city’s Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities. Armstrong
served as a mentor to a number of citizens in Alexandria
and throughout the region
and also as commissioner of
the Johnson-Siebert Summer

Adult Basketball League. He
was a recipient of the 2005
Mid-Atlantic
Recreation
& Parks Sports Alliance’s
Sportsmanship Award.
Members of the public are
invited to join members of
city council in dedicating the
recreation center on Friday at
7 p.m.
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Alexandria police captain graduates from FBI National Academy
An Alexandria Police De- mindsets, management scipartment captain has gradu- ence, law, behavioral science,
law enforcement
ated from the FBI
com mu n icat ion
National Acadeand forensic scimy, according to a
ence. The procity news release.
gram dates back
Monica Lisle,
to 1935.
commander
of
Lisle has been
the police dea member of the
partment’s Social
police
departServices Division,
ment since 2002.
graduated in the
MONICA LISLE
Since becoming a
academy’s 270th
session alongside 220 oth- police officer in Alexandria,
ers on Dec. 15. The National she has served as community
Academy Program, held at support sergeant, property
the FBI Academy in Quantico, crimes sergeant and tactical
involves 11 weeks of course- anti-crime sergeant. She was
work in terrorism, intelli- assigned as commander of
gence theory and terrorist the internal investigations

unit and as a patrol sector
captain.
“The FBI National Academy is an important development course for law enforcement professionals. The
enhancement of the leadership skills of our staff, and
opportunity for them to network with other law enforcement officers from around
the world is unparalleled,”
Deputy Chief Dianne Gittins
said in a statement. “We are
proud of Captain Lisle’s dedication to our profession and
we are happy to have her back
in the City of Alexandria.”
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com
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Brandywine resident since 2015

BRANDYWINE LIVING

because there are still friends to feed

Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300
Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com
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Live Oak owners prepare new concept
Charlie’s on the Avenue to open in former
Fireflies location

QUICK BITES
BGR closed its Old Town location at 106 N. Washington St.
quietly last week. The restaurant was brown papered up,
and its phone line had been
disconnected by Friday.

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Almost a year and a half
ago, Jeremy Barber and Justice Frank made their longin-the-works dream come
true by opening Charleston-inspired restaurant Live
Oak on Commonwealth Avenue in Del Ray.
Now Barber and Frank
are branching out with their
second concept in the neighborhood: Charlie’s on the Avenue, which will open in the
same building Fireflies occupied for 15 years before taking its final bow on Christmas Eve.
The new concept, which
the business partners hope to
open by May 1, aims to serve
high quality, locally sourced
food in a casual neighborhood setting at an affordable
price point.
“It’s going to be somewhere that serves a vari-

Food truck Smoking Kow
BBQ plans to open its first
brick-and-mortar restaurant
at 3250 Duke St. in February.
Smoking Kow, operated by
Dylan Kough, specializes in
comfort food – expect brisket,
pulled pork, ribs, sausage,
mac ‘n cheese and more.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Jeremy Barber (right) and Justice Frank (left) are set to open Charlie's on the Avenue at the former Fireflies location on Mt. Vernon Avenue. The restaurant will aim to serve high quality, locally sourced food in
a casual neighborhood setting at an affordable price point.

ety of lunch-friendly items,
all at a modest price point
that’s great for carry-out as
well,” Frank, who oversees
all things back-of-the-house,
said. “… Being where we are
on [Mount Vernon Avenue]
itself, we both think it’s con-

ducive to a lunch restaurant.”
Frank said the restaurant
will offer a lunch menu from
Monday through Friday with
a number of farm-to-table
salad options, sandwiches and entrees. During the
weekend, Frank and Barber

envision the restaurant becoming a game day destination, something they say is
lacking in the neighborhood.
They plan to introduce an
extended 3 to 8 p.m. happy
hour during weekdays. The
restaurant will have 12 to 16
taps, Barber said, with everything from cocktails to wine
to beer available. In addition,
the two want to apply for an
off-premises liquor license in
the future in order to introduce to-go alcohol selections
like growler fills.
The partners, who both
have children, also want the
restaurant to be kid-friendly
and plan to offer an all-inclusive kid’s meal for $6.
Charlie’s on the Avenue
will also serve a wide array of
sharable appetizers, including spiced, steamed, peeland-eat shrimp, mussels
with grilled bread, pork and
veal meatballs, chicken and
dumplings and chili. Entrees
will include a rack of smoked
baby back ribs, a flame steak
quesadilla, spaghetti and
meatballs and a two-piece
fried chicken dinner, among
other selections.
“Whether it’s at Live Oak

Mia’s Italian Kitchen, which
will serve Sicilian-inspired
square pizza by the slice, is
targeting a March opening at
100 King St.
Sancerre, a French/American
concept from the team behind
Grand Cru in Arlington, plans
to open at 1725 Duke St.
The restaurant plans to serve
beer and wine and has also
applied for an off-premises
liquor license.
Wag & Brew, a concept that’s
part boutique dog care resort,
part coffee, wine and beer
bar, debuted at 614 S. Pickett
St. in December. Another dogthemed business, From Head
to Tail Grooming Spa, also
opened in December at 430
Hume Ave. in Potomac Yard.
Royal Nepal at 3807 Mt. Vernon Ave. snagged the number
one spot on the Washington
Post’s “Favorite cheap eats
of 2017” list, written by
the Post’s “$20 Diner” Tim
Carman.

or at Charlie’s, it’s all very
much from-scratch cooking,”
Frank said. “It will have a
casual approach, but the attention to detail will not be
casual.”
The idea for Charlie’s was
in the works long before Barber first contacted Fireflies
owner Marylisa Lichens last
SEE CHARLIE'S
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Sue Kovalsky elected
president of Del Ray
Business Association
Sue Kovalsky, a realtor
with McEnearney Associates and the Jen Walker
Team, was elected president
of the Del Ray Business Association, an organization
that represents small, independent and locally owned
businesses in Del Ray. Her
election was announced
at the monthly DRBA luncheon on Tuesday.
Kovalsky has been on
the DRBA board since 2010,
most recently serving as
vice president. She has also
been an active member of
the events committee and
recipient of DRBA’s 2016
Business Star Award. She
lives in Del Ray with her
wife and four pets.
“I am humbled and honored to be able to represent the many businesses
of Del Ray and this vibrant
community that I love so
much,” Kovalsky said in a
news release. “I look forward to serving the Del Ray
area and participating in its
continued growth and blossoming potential.”
Kovalsky said she plans
to use her business background to streamline the
association’s current processes.
“While preserving the
heart and soul of our organization, I will promote an
open organization where
we can work smarter and

Del Ray's Candy Cane Bar
Crawl raises $6,000

SUE KOVALSKY
more effectively market our
events to our current audience as well as a broader
local audience,” she said in
the release.
DRBA also appointed
Maureen Clyne of @home
real estate, Matthew Gillette of National Community Church and Daniel
Mallon of Friends of Guest
House to fill recently vacated board positions.
Kovalsky succeeds Dennis Belmont, who served as
president of the organization for the past year.
A major part of what
DBRA manages is community events, which include
First Thursdays, Taste of
Del Ray, Well Ray, the Del
Ray Music Festival, the
Del Ray Halloween Parade
and the Alexandria Turkey
Trot.
- mschrott@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO

New Del Ray Business Association President Sue Kovalsky and Wellness Chair
Lauren Fisher present a $6,000 check to
Neighborhood Health Executive Director Dr. Basim Khan, MD. DRBA hosted
a Candy Cane Bar Crawl in December to
raise money for the local clinic, which
provides medical, dental and behavioral

health care to more than 17,000 children
and adults across the region, regardless
of a patient's ability to pay. DRBA places
a focus on giving back to the community
through its events; in 2017, the organization, which represents small businesses in
Del Ray, raised more than $20,000 for Alexandria-based nonprofits.

Savings
Warm up with some

Contact your local agent today for a free quote
and see how much you could save!

The Alexandria Times is your
hometown newspaper.
To place an advertisement call
703-739-0001 and ask for sales.

Matthew McCarthy

(703) 236-1366
4617 Duke St. | Alexandria
Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service
mark ofGovernment Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO
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HOMES SALES IN 2017

207 S. Lee St | SOLD
Offered for $ 1,449,000

433 N Peyton St | SOLD
Offered for $1,375,000

4004 Fort Worth Avenue | SOLD
Offered for $1,050,000

330 S. Lee St | SOLD
Offered for $899,900

6515 Princeton Dr | SOLD
Offered for $799,000

177 Cameron Station Blvd | SOLD
Offered for $725,000

425 Queen St | SOLD
Offered for $695,000

823 Church St | SOLD
Offered for $645,000

1221 Portner Rd | CONTRACT
Offered for $625,000

115 Cameron Parke Pl | SOLD
Offered for $539,900

807 N Howard St #212 | SOLD
Offered for $212,000

417 Oronoco St | LEASED
Offered for $4,300

Looking to make a move in 2018? Now is the time to start planning! Call Nancy to learn how she can put the
international reach and technological sophistication of TTR Sotheby’s International Realty to work for you!
NANCY PERKINS

+1 703 402 5599
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street, Alexandria VA +1 703 310 6800
WATC H M Y F I L M : N A N CYP ER K INS.T T RS IR .CO M
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Rookie councilor Willie Bailey to run for reelection
Two years into his first
term as a city councilor, Willie Bailey said he spent a lot
of time debating whether
to run for reelection. In his
considerations, however, he
said there was a deciding
factor he kept returning to –
it’s worth it.
“One thing told me that
I have to run again,” Bailey
said. “The city has done a lot
for me, and it’s worth it to
give back. The kids are worth
fighting for; the seniors are
worth fighting for; it’s worth
fighting for to make sure
everybody, not just the rich
and famous but everybody,
has a chance to grow up and
succeed in Alexandria city.”
Although Bailey has not
yet made an official announcement, he told the
Times he will run for reelection in 2018.

FILE PHOTO

Willie Bailey during last year's George Washington parade.

Bailey grew up in Alexandria and experienced first

hand many of the issues he
addresses as a councilor.

··

He attended the Alexandria
City Public Schools, lived in

the city’s low income and affordable housing and grew
up visiting local pools and
rec centers.
“A lot of this stuff is real
special and touching to me
because I grew up here,” he
said. “All this stuff is close
to my heart, so for me, it’s
easy to fight for.”
Bailey’s first council term
began in January 2016. He
said his focus over the past
two years has been bringing
more affordable and workforce housing to the city,
ensuring schools have the
facilities and tools for children to succeed and fighting
for seniors so they can age in
place.
Public service has been
a lifelong commitment for
Bailey. He began his career
in public service with the
United States Army, retiring
SEE BAILEY

Northside 10's Parmesan
Flounder Over Shrimp Pirloo With
Asparagus, Tomatoes and Jumbo
Lump Crabmeat

Celebrate Alexandria
Restaurant Week in Del Ray!

January 26 - February 4
Enjoy special three-course menus or
dinner-for-two specials at top restaurants
in the area, including:
· CHEESETIQUE ·
· DEL RAY CAFE ·
· EVENING STAR CAFE ·
· LENA'S WOOD-FIRED PIZZA & TAP ·
· LIVE OAK RESTAURANT ·
· NECTAR COFFEE & WINE BISTRO ·
· NORTHSIDE 10 ·
· RT'S RESTAURANT ·

Del Ray Cafe’s Jumbo Lump Crab
Cake on Saﬀron Polenta with
Caper Sauce

Cheesetique's award-winning
Mac n' Cheesetique
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For menu information and reservations, visit alexandriarestaurantweek.com

BY MISSY SCHROTT
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In celebration of Black History Month,
we will be offering buy 2, get 1 free during
month of February on all of our tours!
See www.manumissiontours.com for more details

Thank You

To our much loved and
loyal customers

Enjoy our 2018 gift for You
Now - January 27th
20-75% OFF Winter Sale
(Some Exclusions Apply)

Victoria at Home

1125 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.836.1960
STORE HOURS Tuesday –Saturday: 10AM –5PM
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after 21 years. He has spent
the past 26 years as an active
firefighter in Fairfax County, rising in the ranks to battalion chief.
Bailey said John Niemiec, the president of his
firefighter union Local 2068
in Fairfax, convinced him
to run for Alexandria City
Council in 2015.
“With Willie, what you
see is what you get,” Niemiec said. “When you look
at his integrity, his character, who and what he is, he’s
somebody who puts actions
behind his words, with respect to what he does and
what he continues to do with
the community and those
less fortunate.”
In 1998, Bailey founded
the nonprofit Firefighters
and Friends to the Rescue,
an organization that provides thousands of children
throughout Alexandria with
coats, backpacks, toys and
school supplies.
“I know where his heart
and his passion is,” Firefighters and Friends board
member Michael Johnson
said. “He has a great future
here because he’s focused on
what the real needs are here
in the community.”
Johnson has known Bailey for close to 50 years. He
said Bailey’s nonprofit work
demonstrated his passion
for community outreach. He
also said it proved he uses
his platform as a public figure to serve those who need
it most.
“Will is the type of guy
that’s fighting for everybody, not just one. He just
wants … everybody to get a
fair shake and a fair share.
And he’s a very honorable
guy. He’s a man of his word.
He’s not like regular politicians,” Johnson said.
Bailey said his approach
to politics is very nonpolitical.
“I always tell people I’m
not a politician; I’m an Al-

“I always tell
people I’m not
a politician; I’m an
Alexandrian first.
It’s just not about
sitting on the dais,
pounding the gavel
or casting the vote
to write laws. It’s
more about also
being in tune with
what’s going on in the community and
doing what’s right for the community.”
– Willie Bailey,
Alexandria city councilor

exandrian first,” Bailey said.
“It’s just not about sitting on
the dais, pounding the gavel
or casting the vote to write
laws. It’s more about also
being in tune with what’s
going on in the community
and doing what’s right for
the community.”
John Porter, former T.C.
Williams’ principal who
knew Bailey as a student,
echoed his thoughts.
“Willie’s in it because
he cares,” Porter said. “He’s
gonna do what he believes is
the right thing. It may not be
the most politically expedient thing, but he’s gonna do
what’s right, and he’s gonna
do what’s right particularly
for those in need in our community and those that may
not have as loud or as active
a voice in the community.
That’s what I really respect
of Willie.”
When asked to reflect
on his accomplishments
during his first term, Bailey
said he was most proud of
allocating budget money to
schools, affordable housing
and the summer work program.
In discussing the issues,
Bailey tends to reflect on his
community roots. He said
he fought hard on council to

give funding to the summer
work program because he
took part in it as a teen.
“To this day, I still remember my first real suit I
wore was a seersucker suit. I
always remember that I wore
it two or three times a week
to work,” Bailey said of the
summer he spent doing clerical work for an engineering
company.
“It felt good to be able
to work and put money in
my pocket and be able to do
things and help my family,”
he said. “Now, I’m playing
a role in making sure other
kids benefit from that program.”
In his reelection campaign, Bailey said he wants
Alexandrians to judge him
for his actions, not his
words.
“I’m a boots on the
ground type person,” he
said. “To me, politics should
not be about how eloquent a
speaker you are or how many
photo ops you’ve taken part
in. You should want to actually get things done, less
talking in prolonged meetings, and more boots on the
ground, getting things done
for the residents of Alexandria.”
- mschrott@alextimes.com
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Vance Hall dies at 87
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Vance Hall, a former Foreign Service officer who
spent his retirement years
volunteering with a variety
of Alexandria nonprofits,
died Jan. 6 at age 87.
Walter Vance Hall Jr. was
born in 1930 in Emmerton,
Virginia, to Walter Vance
Hall Sr. and Emma Lemoine
Griffith. He graduated from
Hampden-Sydney College,
served in the U.S. Navy, and
then earned a degree in Foreign Service at Georgetown
University.
Hall served as a Foreign
Service officer in Seoul,
South Korea; Naples, Italy; Suva, Fiji and Vienna,
Austria. After retiring in
1982, he continued to work
in the State Department on
FOIA cases until 2000.
Over the past 20 years,
Hall’s volunteer work included serving as a Historic Alexandria Foundation board
member, tutor for the Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
and usher for St. Paul’s Episcopal church. In addition,
he was on the board of the
Alexandria Library Company, served two terms on the
Alexandria Archeology Com-

mission and was a member
of the Metropolitan Club.
He was also a lifelong member of North Farnham Parish
Church in Farnham, Virginia.
Hall married his wife, Julia Elizabeth Ramberg Hall,
in Rome in 1963. After retiring, the two spent 20 years
dedicating their time to the
tutoring consortium.
“The tutoring consortium, we gave [Vance] and
Julia an award in November,”
Doris Ablard, a close friend
who met Hall in 1959, said.
“They tutored for over 20
years, which really was an
absolute record.”
Hall also was an avid gardener, reader, entertainer,
cook and traveler.
“He was a great cook, had
a great sense of humor, very
knowledgeable about books,
great fun to be with,” Ablard
said.
Mary Sterling, executive
director of the Historic Alexandria Foundation, worked
closely with Hall for 20
years. She said she admired
his sharp wit, trustworthiness and contributions to
the finance committee as
treasurer.
“He was, in my opinion
being a southerner, the con-

Silky

SARA LEE

Pretty little SL came
to us with her kittens.
She was a great mom
Come meet her on Saturday and
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For
more information contact King Street
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

and they have all found
their forever homes.
Now it’s her turn.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Vance Hall poses with his family; pictured from left to right, John Ramberg Hall, Denise Ann Hall,
Anders John Hall, Julia Elizabeth Ramberg Hall, and Lleyton Vance Hall.
Below: Vance and his son Walter Hall III pose with the family dog, Maxi.

summate southern gentleman. And I think that’s what
defined his character more
than anything else. He was
from Virginia; he was always
a Virginia gentleman,” Sterling said.
She said her favorite
memory of Hall was going
on excursions to buy party
supplies for Historic Alexandria’s two fundraisers each
year.
“He liked to call us ‘rum
runners’ because we went
out to buy the liquor together,” Sterling said. “We would
pack up our cars full of wine
and goodies to take to the
party and even up until last
year, he could pick up huge
boxes. I mean, he was in the
most amazing shape for an
87-year-old I think I’ve ever
seen … I’m going to miss my
wingman and rum runner.”
The Rev. Oran Warder, rector of St. Paul’s, also
worked closely with Hall
through the church.
“Every time the [church’s]
doors opened, he was there,

ready to serve in some way,”
Warder said.
Warder said Vance and
Julia Hall standing on the
sidewalk outside of St. Paul’s
welcoming parishioners is
one of his fondest images of
the couple.
“He always wore a hat.
Summer, spring, winter – he
had straw ones for the hot
summer and felt ones for
the wintertime. That’s part
of the gentleman image,”
Warder said. “He was a true,
true gentleman in just every sense. Always kind, very
thoughtful, generous spirit,
humble, interested in you
and an interesting person
himself, very engaging.”
Both Warder and Sterling
said Hall and his wife were

always together.
“They were basically inseparable and quite devoted to one another,” Sterling
said.
“He was just a very special
man and I will sorely miss
him, as will all our board,”
Sterling said. “He was just
a delight to work with. He
was always a gentleman, and
he had such a dry wit, and
that’s a wonderful attribute
to have. Vance was a true delight.”
Hall is survived by his
wife, Julia; two sons, John
Ramberg Hall (and his wife,
Denise Ann Hall) of Hackettstown, New Jersey, and
Walter Vance Hall III of
Chesapeake, Virginia; and
grandsons, Lleyton Vance
Hall and Anders John Hall.
A liturgy was held at St.
Paul’s on Jan. 14, and an interment took place at North
Farnham Parish Church on
Jan. 15. Memorial contributions may be made to The
Saint Paul’s Foundation.
- mschrott@alextimes.com
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New leader for local nonprofit ACT for Alexandria
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Local nonprofit ACT for
Alexandria has named its new
leader.
Heather Peeler, who has a
long track record in the nonprofit world, succeeds John
Porter, who announced his
retirement in October. Peeler
will assume her new post as
President and CEO on Feb. 5.
Peeler now acts as vice
president of member and
partner
engagement
at
Grantmakers for Effective
Organizations, a D.C.-based
organization that supports
philanthropy and nonprofits. Through her position, she
used a national network of
more than 5,000 grantmakers
in adopting practices to make
a great impact on nonprofit
performance, according to a
news release from ACT.
Peeler previously served
as chief strategy officer at the
Corporation for National and
Community Service and as
managing director of Community Wealth Partners.

PHOTO COURTESY ACT FOR ALEXANDRIA

Heather Peeler is ACT for Alexandria's new leader effective Feb. 5.

She also serves as board
chair of Fair Chance, an organization that works to expand
the capacity of grassroots organizations that serve youth
populations, and as a commissioner on the D.C.-based
Commission on Out of School
Time Grants and Youth Outcomes.
Peeler is a graduate of
Wellesley College and The
Anderson School at UCLA
in Los Angeles, where she
earned an MBA.
ACT Board Chair Lauren
Stack said Peeler will be an
effective leader and will build
on the foundation that Porter
created over his years as ACT
head.
“The ACT Board of Directors unanimously reached
this decision following an
extensive search process. We
are fortunate to have such a
strategic thinker and recognized leader in philanthropy
stepping up to succeed John
Porter as head of our organization. We look forward to
working with her as we con-

tinue to build on the strong
foundation John built during
his tenure and to make our
city an even kinder place to
live, learn, work and play,”
Stack said in a statement.
Peeler praised Porter’s
leadership and said she looks
forward to working with community leaders to strengthen
ACT and Alexandria.
“The work of an organization like ACT has never been
more important in terms of
bringing people together to
address our community’s
most critical needs. I am inspired by the example of John
Porter’s leadership, which allowed ACT to grow from an
idea into the catalytic organization it is today,” Peeler said
in a statement. “I look forward
to building on that reputation
and to working with donors,
civic leaders and community
partners to further strengthen ACT’s impact and to ensure
Alexandria is a strong, vibrant
partner for all.”
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Tying the Knot
Attention, Alexandria couples!
The wedding season is upon us
and we want to hear from you!

Share your love story with us for a chance
for it to be featured in our "Tying the
Knot" wedding section in the upcoming
months! We will tell the love story of
one Alexandria couple each month.

5 Attributes + 5 Questions =
Your “Perfect 10” Real Estate Agent
Not all Alexandria real estate agents are the
same. So how do you ensure you’re working
with the best to buy or sell your home?

Do you have an unusual story
surrounding how you met, your
courtship or wedding? Let us know and
you could be our featured couple!
Email ddunbar@alextimes.com to
be considered for this feature.

Contact us for a free copy of our
“Consumer’s Guide to Hiring an Amazing
Real Estate Agent.”
Operated by a
subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Michelle Zelsman 202.390.8714
Jimmie Powers 703.932.5643
Zelsman Powers Group at Coldwell Banker
310 King Street Alexandria VA 22314 703.518.8300

Zelsman
Powers
Group.
REALTORS

If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.
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A COMPARISON OF CITY AND ALEXANDRIA TIMES PARKING DATA
CITY SPONSORED PARKING SURVEY
OF ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANTS

ALEXANDRIA TIMES' SURVEY OF DEL RAY RESTAURANTS

95%

90%

100%

90%

88%

80%

80%

100% 100% 100% 100%

80%

82%

83%

PAT MILLER SQUARE

100%

Alexandria Times data was collected in Del Ray on Friday, Dec. 1 between 7:50 and
8:12 p.m. at Fireflies, Del Ray Cafe, Pat Miller Square, St. Elmo's, Lena's and Del
Ray Pizza and at 9:45 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2 at Junction. Our study only examined
non-handicapped parking spaces.

LENA'S

The city said its parking point in time observations were made during “peak times”
but have not released details of the full study, including the exact dates and times
when the observations were made. Below is a chart listing the results of all 10
restaurants city-wide that were part of its survey.

Restaurant name

Bastille in the Asher: 6 of 20 spaces filled
Clyde’s Mark Center: 48 of 78 spaces filled
Live Oak: 16 of 20 spaces filled
Modera Tempo: 52 of 55 spaces filled
Northside 10: 21 of 37 spaces filled
Lost Dog/Sugar Shack: 37 of 68 spaces filled

Royal Restaurant: 12 of 23 spaces filled
McDonalds Duke Street: 20 of 30 filled
Los Toltecas: 36 of 40 spaces filled
McDonalds Henry Street: 19 of 45 spaces
filled

JUNCTION

0

FIREFLIES

20%

DEL RAY PIZZA

40%

ST. ELMO'S

60%

DEL RAY CAFE

Percent occupied

YATES CORNER*

LOS TOLTECAS

MCDONALDS, Duke st.

MCDONALDS, Henry St.

42%

52%

ROYAL RESTAURANT

54%

LOST DOG/SUGAR SHACK

NORTHSIDE 10

0

MODERA TEMPO

20%

30%

57%

LIVE OAK

40%

CLYDE'S MARK CENTER

62%

60%

BASTILLE

Percent occupied

67%

Restaurant name

Del Ray Cafe: 11 of 11 spaces filled
Del Ray Pizza: 8 of 8 spaces filled
Fireflies: 5 of 5 spaces filled
Junction: 13 of 13 spaces filled

Lena's: 14 of 17 spaces filled
Pat Miller Square: 10 of 12 spaces filled
St. Elmo's: 15 of 17 spaces filled

Total: 76 of 83 possible spaces were filled, or 92% utilization

Total: 267 of 416 possible spaces were filled, or 64% utilization
*The Times survey of Lena’s only included the spaces directly behind the restaurant, while the city’s survey apparently included all spaces in Yates Corner. In its own listing of restaurants, the city did not include Yates
Corner/Lena’s. If Yates Corner is included, the utilization percentage is 68%.
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new developments must
provide and a new limit on
the amount of parking businesses can offer. While the
parking restrictions were
met with enthusiasm from
city staff and most of the
task force, some observers
at the meetings voiced reservations about the changes.
Eden Jenkins, member services director of the
Restaurant Association of
Metropolitan Washington,
said at the Nov. 29 task force
meeting that capping allowed parking would harm
restaurants.
“We are concerned about
having a maximum parking
cap. It’s a big issue for our
restaurants … If something
is not convenient to diners,

they’re just not going to eat
there,” Jenkins said.
Task force member Melissa McMahon defended
the maximum parking cap
at the meeting, explaining
that the task force’s rationale was data-based.
“We created the minimums and maximums based
on what we see and think.
We support less parking
where … there are other options to get there,” McMahon said at the meeting.
Jenkins disagreed that
alternatives to driving were
equal options.
“You may not incentivize people to Uber,” Jenkins
said at the meeting. “They
might just not go.”
Task force and planning
commission members as
well as city staff argued the
recommendations are based

on data, particularly citing
a city-commissioned study
of more than 60 locations
throughout the city. According to the study, surface
parking is significantly under-utilized in Alexandria,
using a utilization threshold
of 85 percent. In particular, the city’s study showed
that, of the 10 restaurants
surveyed throughout the
city, 267 out of 416 parking
spots were filled, a 64 percent utilization rate.
However, when the Alexandria Times conducted its
own parking survey in early
December of seven lots in
Del Ray connected to or near
restaurants, 76 of 83 parking
spaces were full, a 92 percent utilization rate. Like
the city’s study, this Times
survey was done during peak
hours of operation.

A plan to utilize shared
parking in new development
projects is also part of the
task force proposal. Under
the new recommendations,
off-site shared parking as
much as ¼ mile away could
be counted toward an establishment’s parking requirement.
Another docketed item
likely to spark debate is the
appeal of a development
site plan at Karig Estates,
at 3832 and 3834 Seminary
Road.
The development behind
Beth El Hebrew Congregation has drawn opposition
since its early stages. The
plan involves constructing
four single-family homes
and a new public street on
a several-acre wooded plot.
Since the planning commission approved site plan

changes in November, six
appeals have been filed regarding the project.
Much of the contention
has stemmed from environmental concerns about the
site.
“This site has very special geological and environmental characteristics,”
said city resident and geologist Andrew Macdonald at
the planning commission’s
Nov. 9 public hearing. “I
don’t feel that they have
been adequately understood, studied, evaluated
and placed into the context
of this plan.”
Lonnie Rich, former city
councilor and attorney for
Beth El, said in November
it was rare to appeal a site
plan.
SEE HEARING
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fall. Frank and Barber have
a number of concepts they
want to do over time, but the
former Fireflies location at
1501 Mt. Vernon Ave. stood
out to them.
“We’re happy we ended up
where we did because of the
location of Fireflies and its
proximity to our first restaurant. We felt that if we’re
going to open a second business, it would be nice if we
were close enough, yet different enough from our first

business to reach all corners
of Del Ray,” Frank said.
Charlie’s will be a family-focused venture in more
ways than one. Barber and
Frank are brothers-in-law
and first began discussing
the possibility of opening
a restaurant when Frank
married Barber’s wife’s sister. The restaurant is named
after Barber’s grandfather,
Charlie, who he also named
his daughter after.
There’s also Barber and
Frank’s second family – the
neighborhood – who they

asked for feedback before
deciding what their second
concept would be.
“Most of it is Jeremy conversing with bar guests and
patrons, asking ‘What are
you guys looking for in another neighborhood spot and
what do you think this place
is missing and what would

you like to see?’” Frank said.
In many ways, opening
a new concept in the former
location of a long-running
restaurant is Barber and
Frank’s M.O. The two opened
Live Oak in the location
where beloved restaurant
Monroe’s operated for almost
20 years.

“There’s a lot of positive
that comes with it because
you’ve got a lot of people
who are excited about something new … You’re basically
taking a legacy and creating
a new one. That’s what we’re
trying to do,” Barber said.
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

The Beth El Hebrew Congregation as seen from the lot where the
proposed development project would take place.
HEARING
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“I don’t know if there’s
ever been an appeal to council from a site plan,” Rich
said. “Maybe there has, but
it’s rare. It doesn’t happen
very often, and the reason
there’s gonna be an appeal
is because there’s a lot of
people that just feel very
strongly that the environment got short-handed in
this hearing.”
Attorney Mary Catherine
Gibbs rebutted the environmental argument against
the proposed project at the
Nov. 9 planning commission
hearing.
“This property is not city
open space. There is not one
specimen tree located on
this property. The applicant
is agreeing to a tree preservation covenant on the

property where none exists
today,” Gibbs said. “The plan
provides for approximately
two thirds of the property
will actually remain in open
space — 87,067 square feet
will remain in open space.
That’s over two acres.”
Another
development
project to be discussed at the
hearing is the Church of the
Resurrection’s
affordable
housing project. If the city
approves a loan of $9 million to the developer, AHC,
Inc., the project can move
forward an application can
be made for low income tax
credits to fund its remaining
costs.
The public hearing takes
place Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Check back in next week’s
Times for follow-up stories.
-ddunbar@alextimes.com
-mschrott@alextimes.com

Semi-Annual Sale in Progress Now
106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314 | Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
703-664-0585 | tsaltstyle.com
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“Our case for being
named a basilica is because
of the important role that St.
Mary played in the history of
the Commonwealth of Virginia … It was the first Catholic church in the region and
many daughter parishes were
nurtured through St. Mary,”
Hathaway said. “As the region has grown, so has the
influence of St. Mary.”
The church’s history can
be traced to a time when
Catholics couldn’t openly
practice their religion in the
Commonwealth of Virginia.
That would change with the
founding of the United States
and the introduction of the
Virginia Bill of Rights.
A chaplain who was part
of Rochambeau’s French
Army held the first open
mass in Alexandria while the
French forces were on their
way to aid General George
Washington in the Battle of
Yorktown, according to the
Office of Historic Alexandria. Though not a Catholic,
Washington gave Colonel
John Fitzgerald, one of the
church’s founding parishioners, a donation to start
the church. The church was
founded in 1795 and moved
into the building it now occupies in 1826.
The church – and its congregation – have continued
to grow. Since its founding,
Hathaway said the church
has stood at the center of Alexandria’s ever-expanding
community.
“It’s a history tied in with
the history of our nation and
has connections with the
father of our country and
who we might call the most
significant resident of Alexandria, George Washington,
and his aide de camp and
friend Colonel Fitzgerald,”
Hathaway said.
“Now, [our congregation]
is about 7,500 and we have a
large school that was founded in 1869. Its 150th anniversary is coming up in 2019.

Top: St. Mary's
congregation
has grown to
7,500 in its
223 years in
existence. The
church also
has a K-12
parish school,
which serves
hundreds of
students.
Left: The
church is open
to members
and the public
every day of the
week. Pictured
is a statue of
St. Thomas
More, which
was dedicated
in 2014.
PHOTOS/MISSY
SCHROTT

We have over 700 students in
grades pre-K through 8 for
the parish school,” Hathaway said. “It’s a thriving parish with a lot going on, but
with this designation, we’re
thinking about the sacrifices
and the faith and the fidelity
for over 223 years.”
Hathaway started the
process of applying for the
basilica designation from
Rome upon the suggestion
of a parishioner. At the time,

though, the Bishop of the
Diocese of Arlington was
close to retirement. Hathaway waited until the Most
Reverend Michael Burbidge
became bishop in December
2016.
“He did not wait long. I
was bishop for about three
minutes before he talked
with me about this,” Burbidge joked.
“It was one of the first
churches I visited after be-

ing named the bishop and
he asked ‘Bishop, isn’t this
church magnificent?’ I said,
‘It truly is,’ especially when
he explained the history of
the church, which dates back
to the 1700s. He said ‘It’s so
beautiful, it’s worthy of the
title basilica.’ I said, ‘Yes, it
is. When can we start?’” Burbidge said.
The process of becoming a
basilica involved a number of
steps over the course of 2017,
including putting together a thorough proposal that
displays the history of the
church, shows that the church
has a vibrant parish, explains
how the church plans to open
its doors to those who choose
to make a pilgrimage, as well
as statements concerning
the church’s financial stability. The proposal then went
in front of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, to
the pope’s representative in
the U.S. and, finally, to Pope
Francis.
“This is not something
the church at the Holy See
in Rome takes lightly,” Burbidge said. “… When they
granted it, it was the fruition
of a lot of hope.”
St. Mary’s basilica desig-

nation indicates the church
has a direct relationship
with the Vatican and with
Pope Francis. It also means
that the church will install
physical signs that indicate
the church is a basilica, including the papal symbol of
crossed keys.
Burbidge said the new
designation will, ultimately, bring more visitors to St.
Mary and serve as a destination for members of the community, as well as those from
outside the community.
“If they’re in Alexandria, in Old Town, they’ve
heard or read about St. Mary
church. That’s what a basilica is supposed to do – to
open its doors to visitors or
people who find their way
there who can learn about its
role, not only in the Catholic
Church, but in the community,” he said.
A number of parishioners
expressed excitement about
the church’s designation.
“It’s a big honor for the
neighborhood. There’s only
one basilica within the region. You either have to go
up to Baltimore or down to
Norfolk,” Kenneth Wolf, an
Old Town resident and longtime St. Mary member said.
“… It means that our church
is now directly connected
with the Holy See.”
Wolf said St. Mary is particularly suited to be a basilica due to its status as a visitor-friendly parish.
“One of the many attributes of St. Mary’s is
its accessibility. You go to
an average church around
the region and it’s usually
locked, except for mass. In St.
Mary, you can go there until
9 at night and it’s completely
open for anyone to come in,
kneel down and pray,” Wolf
said. “That’s a beauty that
will be enhanced with a basilica. I do think more people will be drawn to St. Mary
now that it’s been given this
honorific title.”
SEE BASILICA
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Kitty Guy, the parish
historian who spearheaded
writing the bicentennial history of the church, said St.
Mary, of all Catholic parishes
in the region, deserved the
title.
“I think if there’s any
Catholic church that deserved it, it would be St.
Mary,” Guy said.
A lifetime member of St.
Mary, Guy was baptized,
received first communion
at and was married in the
church. She first became interested in writing a history
of the church after a family
member died and she was in
the midst of settling her estate. At that point, Guy found
family records that, in turn,
led to St. Mary records. She
spent two years writing the
volume, which was published
in 1995.
“As I kept going back,
I became more and more
interested,” Guy said. “I
thought ‘We’re going to have
a 200th anniversary before
too long, so I would like to be
the person to write the facts
of the church. I had relatives
and friends and grandparents and great-grandparents’
friends in the church, so it
just all tied together.”
Guy said the new designation reflects the overall legacy of the church.
“Today the parish has a
vibrant and broad number of
spiritual and social programs
for all ages which draw members closer to the church.
Spiritual services run the
gamut, from traditional Latin to contemporary. The
St. Vincent de Paul Society
has provided needy persons
with help, from rent or housing, food and other material
needs. St. Mary’s has always
been an active participant in
A.L.I.V.E and other local service programs. Priests and
parishioners regularly visit
the Alexandria jail and nursing homes, bring spiritual
solace and friendship to their

PHOTO COURTESY ST. MARY

residents,” Guy said.
“Many basilicas are large,
historically important edifices. This is certainly significant, but more important is
a parish’s record of fulfilling
Jesus Christ’s mandate to
serve all people, even ‘the
least of our brothers and sisters’ throughout its history
– and hopefully, long into its
future.”
Hathaway said the church
expects to learn more about
special privileges involved
in its new status soon. In
the meantime, Hathaway
is proud to lead a growing
congregation and hopes the
announcement will attract
more potential visitors to the
parish – including from those
already living in Alexandria.
“I hope that people find
it an important part of our
community. We’re one of the
largest providers of charity
through the St. Vincent de
Paul society. I hope they find
St. Mary is integrated into
the local community and
that the basilica title creates
an opportunity to rediscover
the beauty of St. Mary,” Hathaway said.
Burbidge said that the
basilica’s creation will be
remembered decades – and
centuries – from now.
“It makes us part of history. If you look at the history
of St. Mary, there’s all kinds
of dates that mark different
events associated with the
church. Now, at this par-

ticular date in history, 100
years from now, people will
learn ‘Oh, yes, it was in 2018
that this church was named
a basilica,’” Burbidge said.
“We’re part of living history
… It’s a gift to the parish, it’s
a gift to the diocese, but we
want our basilica to be a gift
to the City of Alexandria and
a gift to our community. We
hope that all of the people in
Alexandria, of every creed,
share our joy. We want to
share our joy with them.”
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com
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Top left: Father Joseph W. Fairclough, then St. Mary's priest, laid
the cornerstone for the church and the major portion of the building
on South Royal Street in 1826. Since its completion in 1827, it has
gone through a number of major renovations.
Above: St. Mary's sanctuary offers a number of beautiful details,
including its stained glass windows.
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SPORTS

Alexandria sports
roundup

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Alexandria remembers
Martin Luther King Jr.

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes
records and game results for the prior week in two
sports per season for Alexandria’s four local high
schools: Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, St. Stephens and
St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams High School.

Boys’ basketball
School			Record
Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

5-8
12-3
9-4
1-8

Scores this week:
Jan. 12
Episcopal W 76-52 @
Landon
SSSAS W 78-76 vs.
Bullis
Jan. 13
Episcopal L 52-42 vs.
Woodberry Forest
SSSAS L 66-64 vs.
Potomac School

Jan. 14
BI L 63-58 @ Flint Hill
Jan. 16
BI W 61-52 vs. Our Lady
of Good Counsel
Episcopal L 78-62 vs.
Georgetown Prep
SSSAS W 80-64 @
Landon
TC L 60-56 @ Annandale

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Tanya Zabala Costilla of Mt. Vernon Elementary School shows her artwork at the city's MLK Poster competition.

Girls’ basketball
School			Record
Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

13-2
8-4
4-7
11-2

COURTESY PHOTO

Volunteers line up to package personal hygiene items for adults
in need during the Northern Virginia Community College MLK Day
commemoration.

Alexandria celebrated the
legacy of Martin Luther
King Jr. on Monday. Although city hall was closed
for the federal holiday, the
facility was opened for the
annual poster program,
which invited Alexandria
City Public School students
to create works of art. Later,
local leaders gathered for
the city's annual Martin
Luther King Jr. program at
7:30 p.m. at Shiloh Baptist
Church, which featured veteran news anchor Maureen
Bunyan as keynote speaker.

Scores this week:
Jan. 11
Episcopal L 65-40 vs.
Georgetown Visitation
Prep
SSSAS L 39-32 @
Holton-Arms
Jan. 12
BI W 62-44 vs.
Archbishop Carroll
TC L 55-47 vs. Colquitt
County
Jan. 13
Episcopal W 61-44 vs.
St. Catherine’s

SSSAS L 40-38 vs. St.
Mary’s
TC W 71-29 vs.
Monsignor McClancy
Jan. 14
BI L 58-41 @ St. Johns
College High School
Jan. 16
BI W 52-40 @ Our Lady
of Good Counsel
Episcopal L 58-45 @
Bullis
TC W 72-26 vs.
Annandale

COURTESY PHOTO

Mayor Allison Silberberg poses with Samia Byrd, senior
advisor to the Arlington County Manager, at the MLK
Day commemoration event at Shiloh Baptist Church.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

A student poster exhibition for Alexandria City
Public School students (grades 2-5) went on
display at Alexandria City Hall on Monday.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Silver Service Card
connects seniors
with local businesses
BY ELLYN KIRTLEY

Seniors, take note: There is a unique
program in Alexandria that allows residents aged 60 and over to receive discounts
at local businesses. The Silver Service Card
program, launched in the spring of 2016 as
part of the Commission on Aging’s commitment to promoting Alexandria as an
age-friendly community, encourages senior residents to shop, dine and obtain
services locally. Throughout the past year,
participation in the program has grown by
40 percent.
Janet Riksen is a Senior Services of Alexandria volunteer who has led the effort
to increase the Silver Service Card program’s reach and has worked with many of
its newest participants. She notes that the
program benefits everyone involved.
“[It’s] a win-win for both our senior residents and community business partners,”
Riksen says, adding, “Alexandria seniors
can explore new restaurants and businesses while enjoying valuable discounts. And,
our business partners receive an array of
promotional opportunities and the chance
to meet new friends who may become loyal
customers.”
SEE SILVER
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Wintertime exercise
Follow our tips for staying active and feeling
your best this winter season | Page 20

HOMES

Innovative closet design
Master bedroom closets are opportunities for
statement and innovation | Page 22

CALENDAR

January and February events
Play basketball against the Titans, spend half a
day at a Police Academy and more | Page 24
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If you're living in a senior retirement community, your first step to exercising in the winter is finding out what fitness options your community offers.

Wintertime exercise for all ages
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Winter can present challenges to older residents
who are trying to stay fit and
active, as cold and snowy
weather can make walking
outdoors treacherous. Besides, no one wants to leave
the warmth and comfort
of their home at times like
these.
As the adage goes, we are
generally either spiraling up
or down, but seldom staying exactly in place, and this
pertains to fitness as well as
other aspects of life. It’s par-

ticularly easy for seniors to
lose muscle mass and to have
a diminished tolerance for
physical activity if they become too inactive during the
colder months.
So, what’s to be done?
If you’re living in a senior
retirement community, you
will likely have numerous
fitness options available. For
instance, at Brandywine Living, residents do not need
to battle the weather to stay
active. Their signature program, “Fun, Fit, & Fabulous,
offers group fitness classes seven days a week. Also,

FILE PHOTO

Staying active during the colder months is particularly important for
seniors.

during the winter months,
their walking club meets indoors and follows planned
routes throughout the community, so that the residents
can stay active during cold
weather and still keep track
of the distance they walk.
Indoor walking is also an
option for seniors who are
not in senior living communities. The old stereotype
of seniors in their tennis
shoes at the local mall is still
possible, though with the
closure of Landmark Mall,
SEE EXERCISING

| 21

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

EXERCISING

FROM | 20

Alexandrians would need to
go to Pentagon City, Springfield Mall or Tyson’s Corner
for a traditional mall-walking excursion. Another, less
conspicuous option is to go
to a large store like Target or
Wal-Mart – or even a larger
grocery store – and push a
buggy up and down all of the
isles whether or not you need
much in the way of groceries.
The YMCA on Monroe
SILVER
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Avenue can be utilized on a
pay-per-visit basis for seniors
who like swimming or who
want to walk on an indoor
treadmill but don’t want an
ongoing gym membership.
Exercises can also be done
at home, such as stretching,
lifting light weights or doing chest stretches and wall
presses. Another option is
to watch and emulate a yoga
session or cardio workout on
your computer.
While at home exercising

is often preferable to venturing out in bad weather, it can
be difficult to stay motivated
from within your own home.
One way to combat this is to
chart out a weekly exercise
plan, then reward yourself
with pre-set prizes should
you attain your goal.
Brandywine Living also
has an exercise reward pro-

gram for its residents. They
collect “Brandy Bucks” for
every 30 minutes of fitness
that they participate in. The
Brandy Bucks can be used for
perks within the community such as appointments at
the salon or treating a friend
to a meal. By incorporating
fitness into their social programs they turn what can

be viewed as drudgery into
something fun.
So, regardless of your age
or where you live, view wintertime fitness as something
to be planned and accomplished. Come warmer weather, when you want to resume
your favorite outdoor activities, you will be glad you did.
-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Thanks to Riksen’s work
and the enthusiasm of Alexandria businesses, the Silver
Service Card can now be used
at more than 35 restaurants,
coffee shops, dry cleaners,
salons and specialty stores
not only in the Del Ray community — where the program
was piloted — but also in Old
Town, the West End, Fairlington and in the Fairfax
County area of Alexandria.
Each business decides what
they’d like to offer, with discounts ranging from 10 to
20 percent during off-peak
hours.
Barbara Watts owns Reunions, a neighborhood specialty shop on Centre Plaza
in Fairlington. For Watts, the
best part of the Silver Service
Card program is “the chance
to help out seniors” by offering discounts each Monday.
Elizabeth Myllenbeck is the
owner and CEO of Sonoma Cellar, tasting room and
bistro on King Street in Old
Town. For her, the Silver Service Card program is “a wonderful opportunity to keep
seniors active and give them
great incentives to enjoy life
to its fullest.”
Senior Services of Alexandria’s Executive Director
Mary Lee Anderson agrees,
and adds, “One of the goals
of the program is to get seniors out and engaged, and
to encourage them to partic-

ELLYN KIRTLEY
ipate in our local economy.”
So far, more than 1,000 cards
have been given to seniors in
the community in an effort
to reach this goal.
Silver Service cards are
distributed by Senior Services of Alexandria and At
Home in Alexandria. If you
are an Alexandria resident
who is 60 or older, you can
get your Silver Service card
by calling Senior Services of
Alexandria at 703-836-4414,
ext. 110 or At Home in Alexandria at 703-231-0824. A
complete list of participating
businesses may be found at
seniorservicesalex.org/programs/silver-service-card/.
If you are a local business that would like more
information or to join the
program, email Janet Riksen
at silverservicecard@seniorservicesalex.org.
Ellyn Kirtley is a program
manager with Senior
Services of Alexandria.

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve
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good made
friendsasince
lot
moving to Hermitage”

since moving to
the Hermitage.”

DM

MJ. Carol
andhave
MJ come
are great
iscover eet
whyCarol
manyand
people
like you

buddies. They are also next door neighbors.
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol
experience
a
new lifestyle
with anVirginia
array of from
services
moved to Hermitage
Northern
and
amenities.
Justaask
resident
Mutchler,
who
Arlington
about
year
before John
MJ, who
came from
appreciates
the freedom
from homeAfter
maintenance
Montgomery
County, Maryland.
moving the
and
the
opportunity
to
participate
in
clubs
and social
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor
walks
activities.
Our
residents
also
rave
about
our
superb
on the grounds of the community and around the
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her
overall
feeling
caring andfitness
security
that4xcomes
balance
withof
a functional
class
a weekwith
and
living
at
the
Hermitage.
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many
interesting
people
MJ enjoys
the many
You’ll
also gain
peaceand
of mind
knowing
that health
excursions
and
the
reading
club.
It
feels
like ahere,
family
care and supportive services are available right
if
here
at
Hermitage
Northern
Virginia.
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

www.hermitagenova.org

22 |JANUARY 18, 2018

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

HOMES
Part 2 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

NOT

YOUR MOTHER’S

CLOSET
PHOTO/ECODOMO

The master bedroom closet is not just about clothes
storage any more. Like the
kitchen and bathroom, it
has become both a lifestyle
component and a statement
opportunity. Last week we
examined
furniture-like
components and fun gadgets.
In this second part, we look at
options in finishes and new
innovations.
Like elsewhere in the
house, more consumers are
seeking a wider range of finishes in closets. While white
laminate was an industry

standard for so long, now
there is more versatility, and
style preferences seem to go
hand in hand with what’s
trending in furniture.
“Light toned wood grain
finishes are especially popular
right now,” says Hogue. “They
lighten the space and help
with visibility, as most closets
are not always well lit.”
But even lighting is changing. In custom walk-in closets, it’s not unusual to see a
combination of light cans and
a central fixture — an elegant
crystal chandelier or modern
pendant. And even if lighting
SEE CLOSETS
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EcoDomo offers various leathers, such as this red croc that can be
used for door or drawer cladding.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Magnificent colonial in esteemed community
This 6,246-square-foot
home features a thoughtful
and elegant open floor plan,
generously sized rooms,
three finished levels, five
indoor fireplaces and luxurious recent renovations
throughout.
Visitors are greeted by
a grand two-story foyer,
which opens to a paneled library with a wood-burning
fireplace on one side and,
on the other, a spacious formal living room that shares
a double-sided fireplace
with a beautiful sunroom. A
banquet-sized dining room
leads into the renovated
commercial kitchen, complete with a huge center island, chef-grade appliances,
a breakfast room, a separate
wine bar with an icemaker

PHOTO/HOMEVISIT REAL ESTATE MARKETING TECHNOLOGIES

This stately brick colonial is sited on a .49-acre lot and features
more than 6,200 square feet.

and beverage refrigerator,
and a hidden shelving system by the entry from the
two-car garage. A family
room with high ceilings and
skylights offers another in-

viting space to gather on the
main level.
The upper level consists
of a luxurious master suite
with a sitting room, fireplace and renovated master

bath, as well as three additional bedrooms with hardwood floors and two renovated full baths.
Recently renovated and
masterfully designed, the
open concept lower level offers a recreation room with a
gas fireplace, playroom, game
room with a wet bar, two bedrooms, a full bath, a walk-in
cedar closet and an enormous
storage room. The back yard
boasts an expansive brick
patio that is large enough to
entertain more than 100 people, an outdoor fireplace and
a fenced play area.
Located on a .49-acre
professionally landscaped
corner lot in a highly regarded community, this
marvelous home is in a class
of its own.

AT A GLANCE
Location: 3812
Washington Woods
Drive, Alexandria 22309
Neighborhood:
Washington Woods
on the Potomac
Price: $1,239,000
Square feet: 6,246
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4.5
Year Built: 1988
Contact: Phyllis
Patterson (703-3106201); ppatterson@
ttrsir.com; TTR
Sotheby’s International
Realty; www.
PhyllisPatterson.com

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?

Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge
Winter specials

Cassolette Maison, Split
Pea Soup with Smoked
Sausage and more!

PHOTO/CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

Rows of open shelving will thrill the shoe aficionado, the better to spot those Manolos or Louboutins.
There’s a combination of open and closed storage, some with glass fronts, as well as room for a vanity.
CLOSETS
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is not integrated into shelving or pullout drawers, manufacturers like Hafele make it
available with add-ons.
Closet design certainly
has become more of a priority in high-end, custom-built
homes, where walk-ins can be
as large as master bedrooms.
Plans even include windows,
where natural light is a huge
asset. It’s hard to imagine
filling all those cubbies and
drawers, but in most average-sized closets, a good mix
of drawers, shelves and hanging space is required — especially if you’re sharing space
with a significant other.
High-end systems, much
like kitchen cabinets, can
range into the tens of thousands of dollars. You can even
purchase a carousel, like the
ones dry cleaners use, starting at $2,750 for a roughly 4
1/2-by-6-foot space (Closet Carousel by White Home
Products, www.closets.net).
But if you want the look
and don’t have the budget,
you can hack the fancy by
studying some fancy features
of such pampering closets.
In a walk-in closet, you
may choose a wood finish or
look that echoes the furnishings in your bedroom. Wood
veneers like dark anigres,

even macassar ebony, medium honey tones and taupe or
cappuccino are popular in today’s decor.
But think outside the box,
too. You might consider covering panels with fabric or
wallcovering. Leather and
faux skins also are options.
EcoDomo is one company
that offers a range of leather,
including textured croc looks,
which you might consider for
covering door or drawer panels to add panache.
Pullout drawers, which
have become de rigueur in
the kitchen, are also a boon
in closet design. So are builtin laundry bins (the next best
thing — a laundry bag on
casters), and pull-down or
pullout ironing boards.
Interior fittings have
evolved not only functionally, but aesthetically. Acrylic
often is used to divide everything from underwear
to socks to belts. There are
special dividers for jewelry
— kind of like jewelry boxes
for your drawers. Often these
are lined in velvet or velour,
but suede and leather also are
used. Linen is another great
look for liners, as well as for
baskets and boxes.
In a room-sized closet, islands are another desirable
feature. The surface is great
for laying out an outfit, or

for placing a beverage while
you’re scouting out something
to wear. Now benches also are
integrated into some ends.
The most important thing
to remember, says Hogue,
whether it’s a standard-sized
reach-in or a larger walk-in, is
the footprint — “that it’s laid
out well to maximize space
and efficiency.”
That means you should
certainly inventory your
clothing and your needs: Are
you stacking sweaters, hanging jackets and skirts, trousers, dresses, gowns, robes
and pajamas, which require
heights ranging from 20 inches to 70 inches. How many
drawers do you need? How
many shelves? What about
special tie racks (some love
those battery-operated revolving ones)? Belt hangers?
Some closet-maker brands
now offer safes — even in
stylish colors like aqua.
“If garages are the mancave, then closets are the
she-cave,” says Hogue. “Customers want to make them as
beautiful as the other rooms
in their homes, and be able to
show them off as they would a
new kitchen.”
Many men may actually desire the same thing,
though, and would gladly give
up some garage time for some
quality time in these closets.

Open House
Saturday, January 27th
9:00 a.m. to noon

Our Savior Lutheran School
Pre-K (age 4 by September 30th)
through 8th grade

• Christian education since 1952
• Small class sizes, diverse student body
• Devoted and dynamic faculty
• Before and after care available
• Fully accredited and licensed
• Aﬀordable tuition
• Close to Pentagon and Route 50
825 South Taylor Street
Arlington, VA 22204
(703) 892-4846 • www.osva.org
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703-683-1996

Heating & Air Conditioning

Winter Inspections
Special

69.95 per system

$

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other
offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives
how to apply this to an Assured
Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

www.rbincorporated.com

JANUARY 24

THE LATE SHIFT: BRAND NEW
DAY Welcome 2018 with a spirited

TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL
PLANNING NIGHT Join the

celebration of art, music and dance.
Warm up with an indoor art market,
live performances and pop-up
activities throughout the building.
Dance into the night during the silent
disco with the City of Alexandria’s
Mobile Art Lab.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria and
other middle school families for
“Transition to High School Planning
Night” at T.C. Williams High School’s
Minnie Howard campus. Learn about
classes to take in 9th grade, steps
to take in order to be college-ready
and how to access college-planning
resources at T.C. Williams. A free pizza
dinner will be provided.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School
Minnie Howard Campus, 3801
Braddock Road
Information: 703-824-6730

JANUARY 22
DALE STREET GARDEN
WORKSHOP The Department

JANUARY 25

of Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities is holding a meeting with
Rebuilding Together Alexandria to
discuss the design and management
plan for the proposed Dale Street
Garden. The discussion will be held
at the Leonard “Chick” Armstrong
Recreation Center at 25 W. Reed
Ave., formerly known as the Cora Kelly
Recreation Center, and will begin
at 8 p.m. as part of the Lynhaven
Community Association monthly
meeting agenda.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Leonard “Chick” Armstrong
Recreation Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: 703-746-5491

T.C. WILLIAMS STUDENT VS.
TEACHER BASKETBALL GAME

Join T.C. Williams High School faculty
and students for a Thursday night full
of competition, live performances,
food and fun. This event is open to the
community from future Titans to past
Titans, as well as anyone else who
would like to join.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School
Gymnasium, 3330 King St.
Information: 703-824-6800

JANUARY 26

JANUARY 23
PRESERVING AFRICAN
AMERICAN SITES Discover what
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Website Design & Development

art and primary sources can tell us
about historic preservation and its
roles in communities. By studying
paintings of African American
Historic Site, students will put their
critical thinking skills to the test. This
event is part of the Office of Historic
Alexandria’s homeschool series, which
features a different city museum each
month. The classes are recommended
for first grade or above. Admission is
$8 per child five and older, and free for
adults. Pre-registration is required and
tickets can be purchased online.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m., 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join
your friends for Family Splash Night
featuring James K. Polk and Samuel
Tucker Elementary schools. Enjoy
swimming for all ages, music, beach
ball and aqua basketball, as well as a
floating obstacle course. Pool safety
tips and swimming skill assessments
are offered for youth and adults.
On-site registration is available.
Light refreshments will be served.
Admission is $4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King
St.
Information: 703-746-5553
NIGHT OF STARS PERFORMING
ARTS FESTIVAL Bring the whole
family for an exciting night of
performances, including dancing,
singing and comedy. This event takes

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

Hosting & Maintenance
Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)

w w w.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
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place in T.C. Williams High School
Room E201.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School
Room E201 (Rotunda), 3330 King St.
Information: 703-746-5407

JANUARY 27
HALF-DAY COMMUNITY POLICE
ACADEMY Get to know the

Alexandria Police Department in an
abbreviated half-day session. Thanks
to the popularity of APD’s 10-week
Community Police Academy, the police
department is offering a half-day
class this winter. The academy allows
residents and community members
to learn about various aspects of
the police department. Interested
participants must apply and be
selected to attend.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Police Headquarters, 3600
Wheeler Ave.
Information: https://survey.
alexandriava.gov/s3/
OneDayPoliceAcademyApplication

MAYOR ON YOUR CORNER Mayor
Allison Silberberg hosts her next
monthly coffee on Jan. 27 between
10 and 11:30 a.m. There’s no need
to RSVP, but there is a $5 flat fee for
pastries and coffee.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Tempo Restaurant, 4231
Duke St.
Information: www.allisonsilberberg.
com

FEBRUARY 2
FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join

your friends for Family Splash Night
featuring William Ramsay Elementary
School. Enjoy swimming for all ages,
music, beach ball and aqua basketball,
as well as a floating obstacle course.
Pool safety tips and swimming skill
assessments are offered for youth and
adults. On-site registration is available.
Light refreshments will be served.
Admission is $4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King
St.
Information: 703-746-5553

FEBRUARY 3
LECTURE: HARRIET JACOBS
AND JULIA WILBUR Local writer,

editor and author Paula Whitacre
will deliver a lecture on Civil War aid
worker Harriet Ann Jacobs. Jacobs,
who lived in Alexandria during the Civil
War, wrote about her war experiences
working with Alexandria’s contraband
population. Jacobs was an AfricanAmerican writer who was later freed,
after which she became an abolitionist
speaker and reformer. She wrote
autobiographical novel “Incidents in
the Life of a Slave Girl.”
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

JANUARY 18, 2018 | 25

Obituary

Suzanne Fedder, 90, died
on Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017, at
Goodwin House in Alexandria. A resident of Alexandria
for 64 years, she was born in
Washington D.C. on April 5,
1927, to Gerald and Ada Grosner, and grew up on Newark
Street in Cleveland Park.
She was preceded in death
by her sister Geraldine Grosner David, and her husband,
Stanley Sol Fedder, who was
born and raised in Alexandria, and who was the city’s
first, and for some time, only
podiatrist. She is survived
by her sons, Kirk also of Alexandria, and Scott of Falls
Church,
daughter-in-law,
Carol Brown Fedder of Falls
Church, as well as grandchildren Kyle and Lindsay Fedder
of Falls Church, nieces Joanne
Herrera of Berryville Virginia, Donna David of Austin
Texas, and Sue Maddison of
Little Rock Arkansas.
With a giving spirit and
energetic attitude, Suzanne
made friends easily, most of
whom would inevitably comment on her outgoing nature
and great sense of humor.

Suzanne Fedder

Well known for her spirit,
spunk and colorful language,
she was uninhibited, and
never “minced words.” Like
a broken record she made it
very clear as she got older that
“getting old ain’t for sissys”!
Staying active was extremely important to her,
and until spinal stenosis became an impediment later in
life, she stayed physically fit
by playing tennis, walking
and even disco dancing in
the 1970s. She was a patron
of the Alexandria Symphony
and Little Theater of Alexandria, but what she enjoyed
most was going out to dinner
with her family, especially when going to Tempo or
Ramparts restaurants.
In 1945, Suzanne graduated from the National Cathedral School in Washington,
D.C. and went on to study
art at Richmond Professional
Institute (RPI), which is now
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). She graduated
with a degree in Sociology
with majors in commercial
art and fashion illustration.
After marriage she painted

primarily for pleasure, and
her preferred modalities were
charcoal, oil and watercolor.
After college, Suzanne
worked briefly at a local
Washington D.C. newspaper
before being hired by S. Kann,
Sons, (Washington’s second
largest department store)
where she wrote ad copy and
sketched fashion illustrations
for store print advertising.
After her marriage in 1953,
and until the birth of her first
son, Kirk, Suzanne secured
“top secret” clearance, and
was hired by a private contractor to provide administration support for the Pen-

tagon. When her sons were
older she worked at Northern
Virginia Community College
with the Extended Learning
Center. Later she became the
hostess at George Washington’s Old Club Restaurant in
Old Town Alexandria.
Suzanne loved her hometown and was active in the
community. As a member of
the Seminary Hills Association she was politically active
and often appeared in front of
the planning commission and
city council regarding zoning and land use issues. She
volunteered with the League
of Women Voters and edited
the monthly newsletter, and
she was a regular fixture at
the polls as an election officer
for the city’s office of Voter
Registration & Elections. Suzanne was a member of Beth
El Hebrew Congregation, and
the National Council of Jewish
Women. She was a dedicated
volunteer with the Alexandria Symphony, the Lyceum,
the Boyhood Home of Robert
E. Lee, Lee-Fendall House
and the Hospice of Northern
Virginia. She was also a ma-

jor financial supporter of the
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria.
A memorial service was
held at Beth El Hebrew Congregation on Thursday, Sept.
14, followed by interment at
Home of Peace Cemetery, 701
S. Payne St., Alexandria.
Memorial contributions
may be made to one of the
following charities, or the
charity of your choice.
Beth El Hebrew
Congregation
3830 Seminary Road
Alexandria, Va. 22304
The Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria
4101 Eisenhower Ave.
Alexandria, Va. 22304
(For online donations
please go to: www.AlexandriaAnimals.org)
Department of
Recreation, Parks, and
Cultural Activities
“Living Landscape Fund”
City of Alexandria
1108 Jefferson St
Alexandria, Va. 22314
(For online donations please
go to: secure.alexandriava.
gov/echecks/echecks_ll.php)

patent applications covering a
wide range of technical areas.
LLM or JD in Law or equiv + 1yr
exp. Experience must include:
domestic & foreign patent
preparation. Send resumes
to Oblon McClelland Maier
& Neustadt, Attn: Recruiting
Manager, 1940 Duke Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Must ref
job title & code: AEPP-MY.

$1200 a week! 4-wks or 10
Weekends for CDL. Veterans in
Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester
844-CDS-4CDL

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln

real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages
and connect live. Try it free. Call
now: 1-855-465-7060.

Classifieds
EDUCATION/HELP WANTED
TEACHER RECRUITMENT
FAIR to fill 2018-19 Vacan-

cies ~ did you know over 650
teaching positions were filled
by the following Virginia school
divisions in the 2017-18 school
year: Counties of Alleghany,

Bath, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig,
Culpeper, Floyd, Franklin, Giles,
Grayson, Henry, Montgomery,
Patrick, Pulaski, Roanoke and
Wythe; and the Cities of Covington, Lexington, Martinsville,
Radford, Roanoke and Salem.
Join these divisions on Sat,
Jan 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.
Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, clean MVR.
Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

p.m. @ Salem Civic Center in
Salem, VA. See www.wvpec.org
(Job Fair) for details. NO FEES.
Sponsor: Western Virginia Public
Education Consortium

HEALTH / LIFESTYLE
REDUCE YOUR ANXIETY
NOW. NEW Weighted Blanket

Program to help calm and relax
with deep pressure. Get yours
now for $70. Call (202) 4994477
.

HELP WANTED

ATTORNEY, ELECTRICAL
PATENT PROSECUTION:

Oblon McClelland Maier &
Neustadt has opening in
Alexandria, VA for an Attorney,
Electrical Patent Prosecution.
Utilizing undergraduate
preparation in a STEM program,
prepare and prosecute U.S.

Heritage Life Insurance Wants
Insurance Agents * Leads, No
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid
Daily * Agency Training * Life
License Required. Call 1-888713-6020.

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $700-

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT
NOW! No paid operators, just

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested,

$395+$86 court cost. No court
appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days.
Telephone inquiries welcome-no
SEE CLASSIFIEDS
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Opinion

Our View

Parking vote
is about livability

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
						 - Thomas Jefferson

This local election season, it’s time to have a discussion about
what kind of Alexandria we want, both now and in the future.
Do we want an Alexandria where new development in Del
Ray and Old Town is continually allowed to erode the quality
of life for nearby residents? Because that’s happening in both
neighborhoods. Old Town and Del Ray are the economic heart
and cultural soul of our city. They are our treasures – and the
essence of each neighborhood is increasingly threatened by bad
policies.
There’s a two-pronged strategy being pursued by city staff
and city council. First, they cram as much residential density
as possible into these areas – and elsewhere in the city – in an
attempt to generate more tax revenue. Unfortunately, the increased density means more city services, like schools, police
and sewers, are needed. So property taxes increase and more
development is pursued. It’s like a Ponzi scheme where we inevitably can’t come out ahead.
Second, city officials are letting developers provide less and
less on-site parking through waivers in past years and now
through a proposed major overhaul of the city’s parking policy
at Saturday’s public hearing. Parking is extremely expensive for
developers, so they are cheering this shift. As for residents of
Old Town and Del Ray, who have to fight for parking spaces near
their homes, not so much.
Here is the crux of the parking issue, and why the city’s approach is flawed:
– The city’s recent parking study indicates that garages and
surface lots in Alexandria are “underutilized” – though by their
methodology any lot that is less than 85 percent full is underutilized. That threshold is not a realistic number on which to base
policy decisions.
That means if 10 of 12 paces in Pat Miller square are filled on
a Friday night, as the Times found when we conducted our own
parking survey in December, that lot is “underutilized.” Our
survey found that 92 percent of spaces were filled in seven Del
Ray lots. (See page 14 for the entire survey result.)
– Because existing garages and lots are “underutilized,” the
city grants waivers and now is changing its policy so that developers can provide less parking. This is simply going to exacerbate the trend of restaurant and retail patrons parking in nearby
neighborhoods, where they take spaces away from residents.
– These parking changes are being touted as pro-business
when they are actually pro-large developer, as the accompanying cap on the amount of parking small businesses can provide
makes clear. According to the city’s study, Royal Restaurant in
Old Town provides 25 percent more parking than it would be
allowed to under the new rules. Does anyone who has been there
for breakfast think the Royal’s parking lot is too big?
When there’s not enough parking provided on-site for restaurants and retail, shoppers try to park in nearby neighborhoods. If
they are also restricted from parking on the street, they will simply go elsewhere. Alexandria’s businesses lose in this scenario.
SEE OUR VIEW
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Parking reductions spotlight
city’s disregard for neighborhoods
To the editor:
The Nov. 9 Alexandria Times was illuminating, with an article, editorial and a
letter, on parking in Alexandria. (“Parking
open house answers some questions, raises
others,” “Divergent realities on parking in
Alexandria” and “City should stop telling
visitors to park on Old Town streets”). This
parking situation is scheduled to get worse
with what’s already, and about to be, approved. That’s why I’m sending this letter
prior the Jan. 20 council hearing.
Bert Ely’s Nov. 9 letter revealed city
promotion of visitor parking in residential neighborhoods via its web links. In the
same edition, Yon Lambert, director of the
city’s Department of Transportation & Environmental Services is quoted as saying,
“What we don’t want is for people who are
coming to these businesses to come over
and park in the residential blocks and take
up the spaces that residents actually need.”
Is the left hand talking to the right?
Furthermore, the Waterfront Small Area
Plan states in Chapter 4, “Protecting residential parking: Testing and monitoring
the effect of waterfront development on

residential parking areas, with the understanding that additional protective measures should be taken to protect those residential parking areas.”
Here are but a few facts and observations on Alexandria parking over the past
several years:
■ Councilman Tim Lovain said on WTOP
radio, “Parking is a grotesque monument to
dependence ...”
That’s insight into some of the ham-fisted social engineering transpiring at city hall.
■ It cost $7,722 of our tax dollars to import parking “expert” Todd Litman from
Canada to lecture us on how Alexandria
should park. He had not walked the streets
of Old Town or Del Ray when he spoke in
council chambers. Yet he said residents
don’t deserve curb parking in their neighborhoods. I say citizens are entitled to parking, and pay for it with ever-increasing taxes. Litman’s assertion was insulting.
■ The ongoing commercial parking
standards task force advocates a reduction
in commercial parking requirements. It
SEE PARKING

| 28

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

JANUARY 18, 2018 | 27

Approve Karig development now
To the editor:
When the argument of the neighbors fighting the Karig development
boils down to an objection to building on marine clay, can’t we all admit
that they have lost the argument,
and that it is time to move on? Practically the entire city of Alexandria is
built on marine clay. Should we just
quit building altogether?
Why do the neighbors have the
right to tell a lot owner what he can
or should do with a property that is
rightfully his, and which the neighbors have been reaping an aesthetic
benefit from for decades, without
compensation to the owner? Their
complaints about nebulous issues
like water runoff and marine clay are
only a desperate last attempt to try to
stop something that they don’t have
the right to stop. City guidelines regarding control and containment of
water runoff for new construction
are so strict that the water issues the
neighbors are currently experiencing
will likely improve once these homes
are built.
The opposition from the Beth
El congregation is also disingenuous. Their massive non-porous asphalt parking lot is undoubtedly the
largest culprit of any of the neigh-

bors’ water runoff problems. And
the neighbors also forget that this
project was initially approved for five
homes several years ago. They are
fortunate that the owner is now only
requesting four. Four houses on three
acres is hardly out of character, nor a
burden for that neighborhood.
The fight to stop this by-right
development is a waste of taxpayer
money, which has funded a staff report that is now several hundred pages longer than it needed to be. And
to what end? Isn’t private property
ownership a foundational principle
of the Virginia Constitution?
City council must take a stand and
allow the Karig development to move
forward without further delay. It is
not right that these projects take not
months, but years to get through the
city processes. Simple development
projects should be left in the hands
of the experts — city staff and the
planning commission, not become a
political football at the council level. That is completely unfair to the
taxpaying property owner, who incurs tens of thousands of dollars in
carrying costs and legal fees defending his basic American right.
-Stephen Hales,
Alexandria

A plea to save the Karig forest
To the editor:
The Carrier-Karig property, which
bears the names of its former owners,
is located on Seminary Road, across
from the Episcopal Seminary and adjacent to Beth El Hebrew Congregation. The back portion of this 3.3-acre
property consists of 1-1 ½ acres of
forested steep slopes and a spring-fed
wetland. According to Rod Simmons,
the city’s natural resource manager,
there are trees on these slopes that
are 100 to 200 years old. It is contiguous to several acres of mature forest
owned by Beth El, also featuring steep
slopes and ravines. Simmons has also
verified that the spring-fed wetland
forms the headwaters of Strawberry
Run, water that ultimately ends up in
the Chesapeake Bay.
Along with other members of Beth
El, I have spent hundreds of hours over
the last few years working in Beth El’s

forest to remove invasive species and
encourage the regrowth of native understory trees and woodland flowers.
The current planned development
of this property calls for razing the existing home that faces Seminary Road,
and for construction of four huge new
homes to be set in a row stretching
from Seminary Road all the way back
into the forested ravine. A new road
will be needed to access these homes
from Seminary Road.
The most significant concern
quickly became the fourth home,
which was and still is to be constructed at the back end of the property on
the steep and forested slope that sits
directly above the spring-fed wetland.
This placement of the fourth home
is very unwise and all but ensures
clear-cutting a significant portion of
SEE KARIG
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Justice Matters
with Bryan Porter

What’s real and what’s not
on TV police shows

This may shock the reader, but previous column that, in certain
television shows about police offi- circumstances, police officers may
cers and prosecutors almost never briefly detain a citizen for investigacorrectly depict the way things work tive purposes in the absence of probin the real world. For instance, in the able cause to arrest. Therefore, there
real world, no murder is solved in are situations in which a citizen is
one hour, DNA and fingerprints are not free to leave, but still is not within the prophylactic protecrarely deposited at a crime
tion of the Miranda regime.
scene and people arrested
The best example of this
by the police do not have
is a traffic stop. When the
a constitutional right to
police pull a motorist over
make a phone call from jail.
for a traffic violation, the
However, one thing that
driver clearly is not free to
television often comes relleave. However, when the
atively close to depicting
officer engages the driver
accurately is the requirement that police officers BRYAN PORTER in conversation, Miranadvise an arrestee of his or her con- da warnings are not required. The
stitutional rights before attempting courts have determined that traffic
to interrogate them about the crime stops, which are usually brief and
they are accused of committing. are conducted in public, do not conMost citizens can recite one or two stitute custodial arrest for Miranda
of these rights. The following chest- purposes.
Although the question of whethnuts are well-known:
“You have the right to remain si- er a person is under custodial arrest
is heavily dependent on the facts of
lent”; and
“Anything you say can and will be the police encounter in question, an
easy rule of thumb is that handcuffs
used against you in a court of law.”
The requirement that police ad- are the universal sign of arrest. So,
vise these rights before interrogat- when the police have told someone
ing an arrestee was established by they are under arrest and/or have
the Supreme Court in the seminal placed that person in handcuffs, the
case of “Miranda v. Arizona,” a rape officer generally must advise the
case in which Miranda’s conviction person of their Miranda rights.
Citizens should also know that
was thrown out because the police
failed to adequately advise him of the Miranda warnings are required
his rights before obtaining it. In only if law enforcement officers
making the ruling, the Court was are asking the questions. Security
trying to address the coercive nature guards who work for a retail store or
of police station interrogations and other private entity are not required
ensure that an arrestee who decided to advise a person of their rights beto answer questions did so with an fore questioning them about a possiunderstanding of his right to refuse ble crime.
Of course, an arrestee may waive
to submit to interrogation.
Miranda warnings are not always his rights and decide to answer queswell understood by the public. For in- tions. This waiver of rights need not
stance, police officers are not required be in writing, nor even verbally exto read the rights to any person with plicit. In most cases, if the police
whom they wish to speak. Instead, correctly advise an arrestee of his
the Miranda regime is required only rights and ensure that he underwhere questions are being put to a stands them prior to questioning,
person who is under custodial arrest the arrestee’s subsequent failure to
or its functional equivalent.
Readers may remember from a SEE PORTER
| 28
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claims to be data-driven.
A retired auditor partner in an international accounting firm analyzed the
city’s data, and came up with
an entirely different conclusion than a developer’s parking consultant. A written
report was given to council
members and parking staff. It
was ignored.
■ Fairly recently, a developer requested a waiver of
required parking ratios. A rationale was a Bikeshare rack
planned onsite. The waiver
was approved.
I reckon we’ll be pedaling
our grandmothers to dinner
on the handlebars in January.
■ Parking stipulations in
the Waterfront Small Area
Plan were ignored. This is not
surprising, given recent press
coverage concerning small

area plans all over the city.
The city’s small area plans are
demonstrably eyewash for us
masses. E.g., The Waterfront
Plan says, “Protect nearby
neighborhoods from excessive
parking impacts from waterfront visitors.” Recall the city
advertising for visitors to park
in neighborhoods.
■ The Plan states, “Requiring additional parking
capacity at the point that
new parking demand generators are constructed on the
waterfront.”
Additional capacity has
not only not been planned or
provided, but new parking demand generators were granted waivers of existing standards. The Plan recommends
a “Waterfront Parking Implementation Plan be created.”
I’m told the Union Street
Corridor Study of 2012 is the
answer. It’s not an “Imple-

mentation Plan.” Its longand short-term recommendations would severely impact
parking in east Old Town.
This is available online, check
section 6, pages 12-25.
■ The Old Town Area
Parking Study working group
convened in 2010, 2012 and
2015. Its standard refrain was
that there’s oodles of parking
in parking garages. A hardy
perennial recommendation
has been to implement proper wayfinding and signage to
the garages.
I’ve not seen such, but it’s
full speed ahead on implementing other changes detrimental to neighborhoods and
businesses,
based
upon
these apparently unfulfilled
recommendations.
■ A failed motion was made
in the 2015 OTAPS to remove
the right of residents to petition for a change to parking

protocol on their blockface
and give the authority to city
staff. This is Democracy in
action? This provision for citizens to petition has recently
improved the situation on
three blocks in Old Town.
■ Our neighborhood is currently feeling the parking impacts of a new hotel, which was
granted a parking ratio waiver,
based upon standards not even
developed and approved by
council. That’s a foul.
Every new waterfront development or project was
granted a waiver of the existing required parking ratio. In typical public hearing
fashion, it was a circular wind
tunnel between developers,
city staff and planning commission/council, after affected citizens were buzzed off
after three minutes.
Alexandria’s parking planning and policy have been dis-

jointed, out-of-phase and dysfunctional for years, with the
“strategy” based seemingly
solely upon large commercial
interests, densification and
the anti-automobile lobby.
Real world parking is a
continuum, but city “thinking” is stove-piped with this
bifurcated commercial study
apart from an earlier residential study.
Predictably, council will
approve the recommended changes to parking ratio
standards, save perhaps one
or two dissenting votes. It will
be yet another indicator that
neighborhoods and residents
are not factors in this city
hall’s calculus.
This letter is waterfront
parking-centric, but stand by,
it’s coming to a theater near
you.
-Hal Hardaway,
Alexandria

PORTER

KARIG

money needed to improve the
quality of water coming out of
its storm sewers. The existing
plan will only exacerbate this
problem.
My goal is not to prevent
development of the Carrier-Karig property, but instead
to protect the forested slopes
and wetland. By doing so we
will also help the city enforce
its regulations that call for no
further degradation of water
quality, particularly where the
water ultimately ends up in
the Chesapeake Bay.
Reasonable development of
this lovely property is inconsistent with four huge homes,
but if a fourth home must be
built, the solution is to move
that home off the slope and
shift it 40 to 50 feet toward
Seminary Road. The largest,
oldest and most valuable trees
are on the slopes and in the
ravine, not on the level ground
which is far more suitable to
construction. The developer
can take advantage of the existing landscape by locating
the new homes so that they
overlook those slopes. There
is simply no need to destroy
the forested slopes and ravine.

I have lived in Alexandria
for 30 years. I am a homeowner
and taxpayer and have a stake
in the environmental health of
the city. I have a 10-year-old
daughter and want her to attend services and other activities at Beth El and then take
a stroll through that lovely
woodland. These woods are
special. Not only do the huge
trees absorb greenhouse gases
and emit oxygen, but in spring,
migrating birds descend to
feed and rest. In summer,
the trees and canopy create a
cathedral-like environment.
This forest is also home to local breeding species, like the
beautiful Towhee.
Why not enrich the new
homeowners, as well as the
neighborhood and the city by
building away from the forested slopes and ravine? This will
leave one to one-and-a-half
acres or so of wooded slopes,
which when combined with
Beth El’s forest, will constitute
a three- to four-acre refuge.
What a lovely playground
that forest could be for the
children of the new homeowners. Maybe they will enjoy seeing the Pileated Wood-

pecker I have seen in those
woods. It is a crow-sized, spectacularly red-crested woodpecker that emits a raucous
jungle-like call. The majesty
of seeing such a bird calling
and alighting on a huge tree
in the ravine might be special
for neighborhood children and
adults alike. I also found an
Easter Box turtle in the woods
near the wetland. These declining beautiful animals are
also universally loved by children. I imagine there are very
few left in Alexandria.
There will be no Pileated Woodpeckers, Box turtles
or migrating warblers if the
woods are clear-cut on the
slopes and ravines to make
space for the fourth home.
If this development can be
tweaked to move the construction away from the environmentally sensitive features
of the property, we will all
benefit.
This matter will be decided
at a public hearing by a vote of
city council on Saturday.
-Jeremy Flachs,
Alexandria resident and
board member, Beth El
Hebrew Congregation

PARKING
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clearly invoke his rights
will be construed as an
“implicit waiver.”
If the police fail to correctly advise an arrestee
of his Miranda rights, any
incriminating statements
cannot be used against him
in court. This is a powerful
protection; as a society, we
have made the determination that it is better to
suppress an incriminating
statement if certain constitutional safeguards are
not followed than to allow
an incriminating statement
that may be the product of
coercion or psychological
pressure to be used.
Recent
technological
advances have helped ensure that Miranda regime
is being followed. In most
cases, custodial interrogations are videotaped so that
a reviewing court has no
question as to what transpired during the interview.
Bryan Porter is the
commonwealth's attorney
for the City of Alexandria.
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one of the few remnant mature forests left in the city.
This plan also subjects the
steep slopes to grading and
filling, the construction of
huge retaining walls, probable
pile driving and the inevitable
erosion.
Given the high component
of marine clay on these slopes,
this intensive development
will also cause probable slope
failure that will harm the
neighbors living adjacent to
this property. And the placement of this fourth home will
most certainly degrade the
water quality of Strawberry
Run and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. Without the trees
holding the soil in place, rainwater will carry silt from the
slopes into the wetland and
smother it.
The current plans call for
funneling runoff into the city’s
storm sewers, water that will
contain pollutants from the
roofs, sidewalks, lawns and
roadways of this new development. The city is now taxing
businesses and residents alike
to generate the huge sums of
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Thomas Jefferson’s 1801 inauguration
Unlike current times, inaugurations
two hundred years ago took place in
March, not January. The first inauguration in the nation’s new capital of Washington was Thomas Jefferson’s in 1801.
The 1800 election had been bitterly
contentious, with Jefferson defeating
John Adams easily, but ending up tied
in electoral votes with Aaron Burr, and
not winning the Presidency until after
it went to the House of Representatives.
Seeking to strike a conciliatory tone,
Jefferson’s address included the remark,
“We are all Republicans … we are all
Federalists.”
This tone was probably particularly welcome in Alexandria, which was
heavily Federalist. Life, even political
life, moved more slowly in 1801 than
it does today, and so Jefferson’s major
local inaugural celebration took place
ten days after the official ceremony on
March 14, 1801, at Gadsby’s Tavern here
in Alexandria.
According to the March 16, 1801 article in the Alexandria Times, pictured
above, notable guests besides Jefferson
included Vice President Burr, Secretary
of War Henry Dearborn and Attorney
General Levi Lincoln. Sixteen toasts

OUR VIEW
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And when there’s not enough on-site
parking and patrons are allowed to park
on the street, then the residents of Old
Town and Del Ray lose.
In neither of these scenarios is the public served by less parking being provided.
The solution is to require ample on-site

IMAGE /OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

were given after dinner, including the
new president’s “Prosperity to the town
of Alexandria,” and the vice president’s
“To the memory of our departed chief,
George Washington.”
One Alexandria Federalist who
wanted to make sure Jefferson’s conciliatory tone was more than just words

or nearby parking (and 1,000 feet away is
not nearby), clearly mark its availability
with signage and disallow non-residential
parking on nearby streets. Garages would
fill, businesses would not lose customers
and residents would be protected.
Unfortunately, city council is almost
certain to reduce commercial parking requirements on Saturday. Which begs the

was Collector of Customs Charles
Simms. A Revolutionary War veteran,
Simms had been appointed to his lucrative post by Adams in 1799. Not only
that, he had twice accused Jefferson in
print of betraying his trust, once when
Jefferson was governor of Virginia, and
once when he was secretary of state.
Fortunately for Simms, James Madison was a friend of his from their time
in the Virginia General Assembly and as
delegates from Virginia to the Constitutional Convention. According to local
lore, Simms arrived at Gadsby’s after
dinner, as Jefferson and company were
sipping wine. Madison vacated his seat
for his old friend so that he could speak
to Jefferson directly. Simms claimed
that his wit in conversation saved his
position with Jefferson, and the two
successive Republican presidents until
his death in 1819.
Simms used his renewed influence
in Alexandria to win election as mayor.
By the time Simms and Jefferson fell out
over Alexandria’s surrender to the British in 1814, Jefferson was out of office.
Out of the Attic is provided by
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

question, “Why do we keep re-electing
the same people who vote against our interests?”
During the local election, all candidates are going to say they are concerned
about the livability of Alexandria’s neighborhoods. Perhaps it’s time to elect representatives who will actually back their
words with votes.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Should the mayor and city council's
annual compensation increase?
22% Yes
64% No
3% Just city council's compensation
5% Just the mayor's compensation
6% I'm not sure

This Week

Take the poll at alextimes.com

How should city councilors vote regarding parking at
Saturday's public hearing? They should:
A) Approve the task force recommendations to lower the
minimum and also cap the amount businesses can provide.
B) Lower the minimum but not cap.
C) Set a cap but not lower the minimum.
D) Keep existing standards and enforce them.
E) Require more parking, not less.
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ACROSS

BETTER THAN AVERAGE By Timothy E. Parker

1. Kool closing
4. Chopped liver, really
8. Fence that grows
13. "Insert here" mark
18. Far from colorful
20. Viscount topper
21. Sub add-on
22. Color befitting 18-Across
23. Be happy, eat berries and jog
26. Like times long gone
27. Flip a lid?
28. After-dinner offering, sometimes
29. Try for plants again
31. Little cyst
32. Making less subtle or refined
35. Smashing point?
36. Deep troubles
38. Is an imperfect human
39. Yield, as a right
40. Like seriously devoted fans
41. "They whupped us"
44. Word for cross-referencers
45. Oft-used article
46. Word with dining or code
47. Snow-to-puddle phase
48. 2 p.m. greeting
54. One who practices professionally,
briefly
55. One responding to a "cattle call"
58. Tall farm structure

59. Like a less-powerful Samson
61. Single-mast boats
63. Step-downs from stereos?
66. Cinched or iced
69. Gets set?
71. Capital of the Italian region of Liguria
73. "How-it-works" drawing
75. Is a bungler
77. Perry's Street
79. Wall candle holder
80. Critical body vessel
81. Mount in Italy
83. Commanding words with coin or salad
84. "I ___ to recall ..."
87. Interests of all
92. Group of six
94. Unknown author, briefly
95. "... purse out of a sow's ___"
96. Co. at 30 Rockefeller Plaza
99. Principle dish of a meal
101. Type of duck
102. Ash Wednesday's season
104. Twice, a South Pacific island
105. Shallow babbling brook
106. Opposite of 'taint
107. Guy predicting clemency?
109. After-tax leftover
110. One Iranian language
112. Wet-handled blade
113. Northern subarctic coniferous forests
114. One without a fixed address

116. Ones not to be counted on
120. Cara with the pipes
121. One between activities
122. Bird beaks
123. Hair-removing brand
124. Not currently in
125. Poor go-with
126. Vacation excursion
127. "Big Band," historically

DOWN
1. Advances evidence for
2. Stuff found in mines
3. "School" for the very young
4. Miles-gallon link
5. "Oh, does that feel good"
6. Timid by nature
7. A "Seinfeld" character
8. Selling like crazy
9. One making deep impressions
10. Like plants that can be male or female
11. Prodded, as into action
12. Prefix with skeleton or morph
13. Lovey-dovey sound
14. "Might seem that way ..."
15. Successfully endures
16. Not owing or ahead
17. Score divided by two
19. Fat "wild" creatures
24. Big name in deliveries
25. Avg., in sizes

DEATH NOTICES
DEBORAH BEALL (58), of Alexandria, Jan. 10, 2018
ESTHER MAE BUTLER (85), of Alexandria,
Jan. 9, 2018
ALLIERSON R. HENDERSON JR. (80), of
Alexandria, Jan. 5, 2018
WADE MCKINNEY KEENER (81), of Alexandria,
Jan. 3, 2018
HAROLD M. OLDS (26), formerly of Alexandria,
Jan. 12, 2018
CRAIG ROSS POWELL (58), of Alexandria,
Jan. 8, 2018
CHARLEAN ROSS, of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2018
ROBERT “BOB” SALMON, of Alexandria,
Dec. 27, 2017
JAMES S. STANCIL (83) of Alexandria, Jan. 8, 2018

Last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words

30. Internet address start
33. Returning sound
34. Strict requirements
37. Ending for her?
40. You ___ here
42. Jet set's jet no more
43. Your, biblically
45. Cigar-shaped bomb
46. Sought absolution
48. Doers of acts of kindness
49. Prepare to get triggered?
50. Punish with a whip
51. Grp. before the CIA
52. Expressed surprise, in a way
53. "___ not a good time!"
55. Volcanic residue
56. Chowder variety
57. Television's Spelling
60. Thing at a nuclear power plant
62. Make a bullish sound
64. Five fifths
65. Quietly respectful
67. Large vases
68. Some lobbying grps.
70. A boy of Adam
72. Palo follower
74. ___ culpa
76. Enc. with cover letters

78. Arbor in Michigan
82. Entertainer's go-between
84. That boat
85. Car attachment?
86. Maximum and minimum
88. Lady's sheer undergarment
89. Biased
90. Use blades on blades
91. Boy Scout's declaration
93. Playa ___ Rey, Calif.
96. Award candidate
97. Big-talking blowhard
98. Card game with four jokers
100. Santa subordinate
101. Walked with power
102. Gained knowledge
103. Paycheck recipient
104. Cranium fill
107. Try to get as one's girlfriend
108. Number suffix, sometimes
109. Charles or Ephron
111. Certainly not "fer"
114. Wee bit of cold in the air
115. Passing grade, barely
117. One way to cook eggs
118. Sash on a geisha's robe
119. Medicine dose, briefly
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obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla
Español. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY
OR TRADE
FREON R12 WANTED:
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY

CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases
of cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
NUMBER 180101
The Alexandria City School
Board dba Alexandria City Public
Schools (ACPS) is seeking RFP’s
from qualified bidders for Man-

agement Services for all inline
hockey leagues, games, activities
and programs that conduct activities outside of school hours at the
property of Francis Hammond
Middle School, located at 4646
Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA.
There is a non-mandatory
pre-proposal conference for this
Request for Proposal (RFP) on
January 25, 2018, at 2PM, at the
Alexandria City Public Schools
Central Office, 1340 Braddock
Place, on the 6 Floor, in Alexandria, Virginia 22314. There is
no free parking, but parking is
available underneath the ACPS
complex. It is highly recommended that all Offerors attend.
Sealed electronic proposals shall
be received in ACPS’ Vendor
Self-Service System on or before
3:00 p.m. February 12th, 2018.
The time of receipt shall be
determined by the system time
stamp in the Vendor Self-Service
System. Mailed paper bids shall

not be accepted.
Offerors submitting RFP’s in
the Vendor Self-Service System
should also send (1) one original
response on a USB flash-drive
labeled as RFP NO.180101 to the
Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314. The time of
receipt for the mailed or hand-delivered USB shall be determined
by the time clock stamp in the
Procurement Office.
RFP’s documents may be obtained at the above Procurement
Office or by calling 703-619-8343,
or by downloading the RFP from
the ACPS website at https://
www.acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. Registration on the Vendor
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is
required for new vendors.
Information submitted may not
be withdrawn. However, ACPS
reserves the right to cancel this
RFP.

Sharon Lewis
Procurement Director

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8,
2018- 7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY
HALL
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
22314
Information about this item may
be obtained from the Department
of Planning and Zoning, 301
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone:
(703) 746-4666 or on the City’s
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.
BZA Case # 2017-0032
3841 Elbert Avenue
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for an after-the- fact
variance to allow a fence taller
than 6.00 feet in the required side
and rear yards to remain; zoned
RB/Residential Townhouse.
Applicant: Sean Kumar
BZA Case # 2017-0037
622 Pulman Place
Public hearing and consideration

of a request for a special exception for an open front porch in
the required front yard. If the
request is granted, the Board of
Zoning Appeals will be granting
a special exception from section
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance, relating to the physical enlargement of a front porch; zoned
R-8/Residential Single-family.
Applicant: Jonathan and Michelle
Hoganson, represented by James
L. Palmer, architect
BZA Case # 2017-0039
2428 Taylor Avenue
Public hearing and consideration
of requests for special exceptions
to 1) construct an open front
porch in the required front yard
facing Taylor Avenue; and 2)
construct a second story floor
addition over the first floor in the
required secondary front yard
facing Virginia Avenue. If the
request is granted, the Board of
Zoning Appeals will be granting
a special exception from section
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance, relating to the physical
enlargement of a non-complying
structure; zoned R-8/Single- family.
Applicants: Joseph and Jennifer
Hartenstine, represented by Kim
A. Beasley, architect

Unleash Your Potential with a Career at Cox Communications!
Cox is now hiring for:
Full Time and Part Time Retail Sales Associates

On-The-Spot Interviews!

Held every Thursday from 11:00am-2:00pm at the
Cox Solutions Store at 5958 Kingstowne Towne Ctr, #100 in Alexandria
Please bring a copy of your resume and come prepared to learn about your
career potential with Cox Communications!
Benefits of working at Cox include:
• Free

Internet and other Cox discounted services
• Medical, dental, and vision benefits starting on your first day!
• Energetic and engaging work environment with flexible schedules in our retail store
• Commitment to our communities including volunteer opportunities
• Retirement benefits including 401(K) matching
• Tuition assistance
• Up to 22 days of Paid Time Off during first year, plus 7 Paid Holidays
• Training classes starting soon!
Cox is an Equal Opportunity Female/Minority/Disabled/Veteran Employer.

Apply online today at: jobs.cox.com

Cox is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Babs Beckwith
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sells old town alexandria

110 Franklin St

These are just a sampling of Babs’ 2017 Old Town sales. If you’re thinking of buying
or selling your home in 2018, call Babs and let her expertise work for you!

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Alexandria Properties

703.836.1297 • BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

