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INSIDE

Alexandria’s education 
leaders discuss safety 
in facilities
BY MISSY SCHROTT

In the wake of mass 
school shootings across 
the country, Alexandria 
students and parents are 
counting on administra-
tions in their schools to 
keep the city’s youngest 
residents safe. 

Alexandria’s public and 
private schools have vary-
ing prevention and response 
plans for threats and active 
shooter situations, most of 
which have been revamped 
in recent years due to the 
increase in school shoot-
ings nationwide. In the in-
terest of keeping Alexan-
dria’s schools as secure as 
possible, specific details of 

School 
Security

SEE SECURITY | 5

Public safety officials 
decry growing  
compensation gap 
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Members of Alexandria’s 
police and fire departments 
filled council chambers to 
the brim during a three-
hour public hearing Monday 
afternoon, with many com-
plaining about public safe-
ty funding in City Manager 
Mark Jinks’ proposed FY2019 
budget. 

Jinks’ proposed budget, 
which was unveiled to the 
public last month, contained 
an additional $1.5 million 
for public safety, including 
salaries. The funding was an 
effort to make Alexandria 
salaries more competitive 

Police, 
fire pay 
falls short

SEE BUDGET | 8

BY MISSY SCHROTT

An Alexandria police of-
ficer accidentally discharged 
his weapon Tuesday morn-
ing at George Washington 
Middle School, the Alexan-
dria Police Department an-
nounced in a news release.

The incident involved a 
school resource officer ac-
cidentally firing his weapon 
inside his office at the mid-
dle school at around 9:10 
a.m. The news release states 
the officer checked for in-

juries and found that there 
were none. The officer, at 
that point, contacted his su-
pervisor and school staff, ac-
cording to the release.

Classes continued as nor-
mal for students and staff af-
ter the incident. 

“What we’re happy to 
report is that there were no 
injuries and that is what 
is most important to us,” 
Dr. Lois Berlin, Alexandria 
City Public Schools’ interim  

Officer accidentally discharges weapon in school

SEE SCHOOL | 29

PHOTO/KITTY PORTERFIELD

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Interim ACPS Superintendent, Dr. Lois Berlin, speaks outside 
George Washington Middle School after the incident.

George Mason Elementary School stu-
dents protested at 10 a.m. on Wednesday 
morning during National Walkout Day, a 
protest against gun violence that went on 
at schools throughout the country. 

Students, who organized the protest, 
lay on the ground for 18 minutes, repre-
senting the 17 students who died in Park-
land, Florida, and one student who died 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Parents were 

required to sign students out of school for 
the protest. Parents, as well as city offi-
cials and members of the media, looked 
on as the students stayed still and silent. 

“I’m so proud of the students today. It 
was very moving and it has stayed with 
me and I think it will stay with me and 
everyone who was there. I don't think 
the students will ever forget it,” Mayor 
Allison Silberberg said.

18 minutes for 18 students

PHOTO/FOTOBRICENO
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Christine Roland Garner
WISHING YOU A

Straight from House Beautiful on over 1/2 acre 
with attached 2 car garage! 5 bedrooms, 3 baths with 

3,544 sq. ft. of living space on 2 levels. Beautifully updated 
with no expense spared. Spacious rooms, 3 fireplaces (2 
gas, 1 wood), Carerra marble baths and gourmet kitchen 
with adjoining den/breakfast room. Lower level family 

room walks-out to a beautiful yard with patio, manicured 
lawn and gardens. Fabulous screened in back porch with 

vaulted ceilings.

VILLAMAY
$1,195,000 - Contract Pending

MT. IDA

$875,000 - Reduced

Wonderful home with abundant character on a 
spacious13,500 sq. ft. lot with an attached garage! 4 

bedrooms including 2 bedroom suites, 3.5 baths, 3 levels 
with 3,286 sq. ft. of interior space. Living room with 

wood burning fireplace, spacious kitchen with breakfast 
room. Main level bedroom suite with sitting room. Un-
finished walk-out lower level with high ceilings could be 

finished. Lovely fenced yard with lawn and patio. 

Gorgeous historic plaqued residence in the S.E. quadrant!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 re-lined gas fireplaces and 2 staircases. Beautifully updated with over 2,700 sq. ft. of 
interior space with tall ceilings, period woodwork, abundant built-ins and windows on 3 sides. Lovely private 

garden with brick patio and walk-way.

OLD TOWN
$1,625,000

Rarely available in South Old Town with 2 garage parking spaces!
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 finished level (all above grade) with Georgetown patio.  Family room and living room 

with built-ins and wood burning fireplaces. Separate dining room and updated kitchen with pass thru. Two 
bedrooms with en suite baths, hardwood floors on all 4 levels and freshly painted throughout. 

OLD TOWN/ WASHINGTON SQUARE 
$885,000 

Weichert
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

The Audience                               2/24-3/17

From the writer of the critically 
acclaimed Netflix drama, The 
Crown, playwright Peter Morgan 
takes you behind the scenes of 
Buckingham Palace. For the past 
60 years, Queen Elizabeth has 
met with each of her 12 prime 
ministers in private, weekly 
meetings at Buckingham Palace.  
Both parties of the meetings 
agree to never repeat what is 
said in these private “audiences.”  

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

#ExtraordinaryALX  |   

SPRING2018 
Water Taxi to The Wharf in D.C.:
Cherry Blossom Festival Service
10 min. walk from Wharf to Tidal Basin

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

19th Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
at Lee-Fendall House

85th Annual Alexandria Historic  
Homes & Garden Tour

34th Annual George Washington 
Parkway Classic 10 Mile, 5K & Kids Dash

Historic Alexandria Attics 
and Alleys Tours Saturdays

Art on the Rocks at the 
Torpedo Factory
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For more spring events and activities, check out:

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Spring
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Following its cancellation 
for March 3 due to extreme 
weather, the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade has been rescheduled 
to Sunday, the Ballyshaners 
announced last week.

The parade will take place 
in Old Town at 1:30 p.m. and 
will follow a revised map, 
starting at St. Asaph Street, 
turning on Lee Street and 
ending at the intersection of 
Cameron and Royal streets. 

The Fun Dog Show will be 
held at Market Square from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Priz-
es will be awarded to winners 
in four categories: owner 
look-alike, St. Patrick’s spir-
it award, best costume and 
most talented.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Republican candidate  
announces run for city council

Kevin Dunne has an-
nounced he is running for 
city council. He is the first 
Republican to declare an in-
tent to run.

Dunne, a member of the 
city’s Beautification Commis-
sion and a board member of 
VeloCity Bicycle Cooperative, 
said in a news release his cam-
paign will focus on “leverag-
ing low-cost technology to 
prepare Alexandria for the fu-
ture and to place it on the path 
toward financial stability.” 

He said he particularly 
wants to build new platforms 
of engagement to maximize 
city services and opportuni-
ties that are already in ex-
istence to improve the tra-
jectory of local business and 
tourism.

Dunne, on his website, 
said his motivation for run-
ning is to minimize the 
amount of damage that will 

be caused by the city’s pro-
crastination.

“Leadership in our city 
needs a stronger connection 
and incentive to protecting 
Alexandria long-term: re-
storing a balance in stew-
ardship between present and 
future. The stakes are high 
and without careful obser-
vation, hard to see. But we 

– the future of our city – are 
underrepresented in helping 
search for it. Not one resident 
in this city can afford this,” 
Dunne said in a statement 
explaining his run.

Dunne will kick off his 
campaign with a picnic at 
Founders Park on April 7 at 
1:30 p.m. 

Dunne joins the race 
alongside a field of Demo-
cratic candidates, including 
Dak Hardwick, Amy Jackson, 
Mo Seifeldein, Robert Ray, 
Canek Aguirre, Matt Feely 
and Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er. Council incumbents Del 
Pepper, John Chapman, Wil-
lie Bailey and Paul Smedberg 
are also running for reelec-
tion. The Republican prima-
ry will be held the same day 
as the Democratic primary, 
on June 12.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade to take 
place Sunday with revised footprint

COURTESY PHOTO
Kevin Dunne
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CRIME

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

~ Tiger the Tabby Cat ~
Soft-spokenandlovingattention,Tigerhasaninnate

curiosityabouttheworldaroundhim.
He’swarmandoutgoing,thoughhecanbeabitshyuntil
heknowsyoutodetermineifyouareworthyofhistrust.
Heenjoysasunnywindow,butpeoplearehispreference.

Atage2,Tigerwillwarmyourhomeandyourheart.
Call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@alexandriaanimals.org 
for more information and come visit me at the shelter today!

THANK YOU

A jury found a 59-year-
old Maryland man guilty 
of malicious wounding fol-
lowing an Alexandria road 
rage incident that occurred 
last July, according to a 
news release from the Al-
exandria Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.

Ernest Stickell, 59, of 
Mechanicsville, Maryland, 
was found guilty March 9 
of unlawful wounding, a 
felony, for shooting motor-
ist Dejonte Holt on the Ei-
senhower Connector in July 
2017. The jury recommend-
ed that Stickell receive four 
years in prison. 

The defendant was in-
dicted for shooting Holt and 
her passenger, Ricardo Jen-
nings, in the early morning 
of July 19. The shooting fol-
lowed a road rage incident 
on the Eisenhower Connec-
tor. Holt and Jennings, who 
were unarmed, exited their 
vehicle to confront Stickell.

The defendant, accord-
ing to evidence, reached 
for his loaded 9mm pistol, 
positioned himself inside 
the door jamb of his vehicle 
and opened fire. Witness-
es testified that he fired 
six to 10 rounds at Holt 
and Jennings. Stickell shot 
Holt in the neck, shoulder 
and back using a semi-au-
tomatic handgun. Jennings 
was not injured and Stickell 
was found not guilty of at-
tempting to shoot him. The 
defendant continued to fire 
as Holt ran away to return 
to her car. Stickell later 
claimed he fired in self-de-
fense.

Stickell then fled the 
scene. Three fellow motor-
ists briefly pursued his ve-
hicle during that time and 
provided the license plate of 
the defendant’s vehicle to 
police.

The defendant surren-
dered to Maryland State Po-

lice in Frederick, Maryland 
hours later. He told Mary-
land police that he threw 
the handgun used in the 
shooting out of his vehicle’s 
window as he crossed the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge. 
The firearm has not been 
recovered. 

“I thank the jury for their 
time and attention, and for 
serving as the conscience of 
the community. In this case, 
the defendant succumbed to 
his anger, deciding to take a 
firearm and indiscriminate-
ly shoot at unarmed people 
on a city street. This type 
of explosive violence simply 
cannot be tolerated in Alex-
andria, and the defendant 
will now serve a signifi-
cant penitentiary sentence 
for his crime,” Alexandria 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter said in a state-
ment.  

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Jury finds Maryland man 
guilty in road rage shooting

Terrific 
TOKYO
Terrific cat seeking mellow 
home.  Happy to be your 
one and only.  Requires only 

a sunny window and a comfy 
lap.  Promises a reward of 
unconditional love.

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

WEEKLY BRIEFING
Visitors to pay taxes on Airbnb rentals

The city will begin receiv-
ing taxes for rentals within 
city limits listed on online 
lodging platform Airbnb this 
April.

City Manager Mark Jinks 
announced at a March legis-
lative meeting that an agree-
ment had been reached with 
Airbnb.  The company issued 
a statement on Monday say-
ing it would begin collecting 
and remitting hotel occu-
pancy taxes on behalf of the 
city starting April 1.

The agreement will mean 
the city will receive a 6.5 
percent combined sales tax 
and a 2 percent occupan-
cy tax, as well as a charge 
of $1 per room per night on 

all eligible bookings in the 
city from Airbnb guests, ac-
cording to an Airbnb news 
release. There are 510 prop-
erties listed on Airbnb in 
the City of Alexandria, with 
hosts earning an average of 
$3,700 annually from shar-
ing their homes 31 nights 
a year, according to the re-
lease. 

Alexandria is the first 
city in Virginia to make such 
an agreement, according to 
Airbnb, though it isn’t the 
first in the greater D.C. re-
gion. Airbnb has existing 
agreements with the Mont-
gomery County, Maryland 
and District of Columbia 
governments. 

“With 510 Airbnb hosts 
across the City of Alexan-
dria, we look forward to the 
important economic bene-
fits the new agreement will 
bring to local resources, 
communities and families,” 
Will Burns, Virginia public 
policy director for Airbnb, 
said in a news release. “Be-
ing able to collect and remit 
taxes on behalf of our hosts 
and guests will help Airbnb’s 
community pay their fair 
share, is a win-win for Alex-
andria’s growing popularity 
and will create an additional 
stream of revenue from the 
state’s tourism industry.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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plans are exempt from this 
article.

“[School shootings] have 
become way too frequent 
when you think of the fact 
that there have been 18 in 
the last year,” said Dr. Lois 
Berlin, interim superin-
tendent of Alexandria City 
Public Schools. “That’s 
why Alexandria looked for 
something that was going 
to be beyond locking down 
or locking in.”

ACPS implemented a 
new response program in 
mid-2017 called ALICE, an 
acronym that stands for 
Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter and Evacuate.

Berlin said ALICE is one 
of the most robust active 
shooter programs in the 
country and much differ-
ent from strategies ACPS 
had in place 10 to 15 years 
ago, when lockdowns were 
designed to protect against 
drive by shootings. While 

past plans were labeled by 
coded language, ALICE in-
forms students and teachers 
much more literally.

“If there is an active 
shooter in the building, and 
we can use the intercom 
system, it’s going to be, ‘We 
have an active shooter in the 
building, and he or she is 

near the gym,’” Berlin said, 
“making sure that every-
body knows as much infor-
mation as we can send out.”

At ACPS, more than 100 
staff members are trained 
in ALICE with the rest go-
ing through online and sit-
uational learning now, Ber-
lin said.

Alexandria Country Day 
School is also in the process 
of updating its current se-
curity plans, Head of School 
Scott Baytosh said. He said 
plans have been in a con-
tinuous review and revision 
process since the school be-
gan consulting with an ex-
ternal security firm about 

six years ago.
Both Baytosh and Ber-

lin said the Feb. 14 shoot-
ing in Parkland, Florida, 
that resulted in the murder 
of 17 students from Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School was not the reason 
that they updated security 
plans. They did say, howev-
er, that it sparked their ur-
gency.

“I think we have a great-
er sense of urgency to get 
our training done and to 
do that more quickly,” Ber-
lin said. “Other than that, 
we’re still making sure that 
the systems we have in place 
are being done with fidelity 
and consistently.”

One common change 
occurring throughout the 
public and private schools 
in Alexandria is ensur-
ing that facilities have one 
point of entry and strict  
visitation regulations. 

“Part of the aspect of 

SEE SECURITY | 6
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PHOTO/ACDS
Alexandria Country Day School has been in the process of updating its current security plans. Scott Bay-
tosh, head of school, said the review and revision process has been going on for six years. 

Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
NOVA

Local office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO
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having old buildings is that 
schools were originally de-
signed to be wide open, ev-
erybody welcome, come on 
in,” Berlin said. “Of course 
that has changed over the 
years as these events have 
become more frequent.”

Berlin said all visitors to 
schools are filed through a 
single entrance where they 
must sign in at the office. 
ACPS has been renovat-
ing old schools to be more 
secure and building new 
schools with fewer doors in 
general. 

Berlin also addressed 
the mental health factors 
that are often tied to mass 
school shootings. 

“From the mental health 
point of things, we have 
a pretty robust threat as-
sessment plan in place,” 
she said. “What we’re find-
ing – particularly given the 
events of the last year – is 
that staff and students are 
much more prone to say, 
‘I’m really worried about 
such and such.’”

Several schools said they 

regularly encourage stu-
dents and teachers to voice 
concerns about peers. 

“We are intentional in 
the development of close, 
trusting relationships be-
tween student and adults,” 
Jen Desautels, director of 
communications at St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes said in 
an email, “and as such, our 
students know if they ever 
have any concerns about 
their peers, they can share 
information with those 
adults.” 

ACPS recently put its 
emergency plans into action 
in response to a tweeted 
bomb threat against Francis 
C. Hammond Middle School. 
On the morning of Jan. 18, 
students were transport-
ed to T.C. Williams High 
School until the scene was 
cleared by the Alexandria 
Police Department. The 
police had caught the per-
petrator by the end of that 
day. 

“It really went smooth-
ly,” Berlin said. “The police 
department was just a great 
partner in that process. 
Staff did a great job. We had 

35 buses at Hammond with-
in 10 minutes, and then the 
staff at T.C. Williams was 
terrific in welcoming 1,500 
kids into their gym.”

Joel Finkelstein, father 
of a Hammond student, also 
said he was happy with how 
ACPS handled the threat. 

“My main takeaway was 
how much communication 
there was from the school 
district and the school,” 
Finkelstein said. “What 
can be really unnerving in 

times like that is not know-
ing what’s going on, but 
they had a really good text 
message system, … emails 
and then social media. In a 
hard time when you’re deal-
ing with logistics, the fact 
that they kept the parents 
informed along the way 
meant a lot.”

Another parent, Clau-
die Riefkohl Laratta, said 
she was not as enthusiastic 
about how things played 
out, especially regarding 
organization and communi-
cation. 

Laratta said she received 
four emails between 10 a.m. 
and 12:55 p.m. with updates, 
but no one answered phones 
when she tried to call. She 
was also unable to get in 
contact with her daughter, 
as middle school students 
are required to keep their 
phones in their lockers. 

Finkelstein said he was 
in contact with his son via 
text message during the 
evacuation, despite the 
rule. 

“I understand that it was 
an emergency, and I under-
stand, thank God, it end-
ed up serving as a drill for 
them, but they need to get 
their act together about how 
they’re going to get the kids 
out and at the same time, 
have enough personnel to 
keep the parents informed,” 
Laratta said.

In response to parent 
complaints, Berlin said the 
school’s top priority during 
the evacuation was to keep 
children safe and accounted 
for, which had been success-
fully accomplished.

“There were some par-
ents who were unhappy be-
cause they wanted to come 
in and get their kids right 
away,” she said. “We were 
saying, ‘Let us account for 
everybody first, make sure 
that each teacher that took 
their class out has every 
child in place before we 
start releasing everybody.’”

Berlin also said she did 
not want to change the pol-
icy that bans cell phones 
during class time. 

As evidenced in the 
Hammond evacuation, 
ACPS has been working 
closely with the police de-
partment to prepare for 
emergencies. During regu-
lar school hours, the mid-
dle and high schools have 
one to two armed School 
Resource Officers on prop-
erty, in addition to several 
security guards. Berlin said 
she is firmly against arming 
teachers.

APD Spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said the police de-
partment works with all the 
schools in the city, public 
and private, regarding safe-
ty concerns or any issues. 
Several schools said they 
also work with the Alexan-
dria Sheriff’s Office to have 
security on campus. 

Police Chief Michael 
Brown said at city council’s 
March 6 legislative meeting 
that the police department 
has completed training and 
knows what to do in an ac-
tive shooter situation.

“Every time something 
happens, we look at it and 
try to learn from it, the 
same thing with our school 
system,” Brown said.

In addition, he told 
council APD has an un-
derstanding with police  

PHOTO/ACPS
A bomb threat on Jan. 18 put ACPS's emergency plans into action. 
Students were transported from Francis C. Hammond Middle School 
(pictured above) to T.C. Williams High School until the threat was 
cleared by the Alexandria Police Department.  
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today to speak with a consultant

THOUSANDS OF HOMEOWNERS 
SERVED IN THE DMV
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with those in neighboring 
jurisdictions like Arlington 
and Fairfax. 

Most public speakers from 
the city’s public safety orga-
nizations said Jinks’ proposal 
didn’t go far enough. Many 
cited a 2018 police bench-
mark survey that showed Al-
exandria police are 6.22 per-
cent behind competing local 
districts in their midpoint 
salaries. 

Many also said the city’s 
4.5 percent pay increase for 
all sworn officers in 2015 
wasn’t enough to fix the 
long-term problems facing 
the fire department, police 
department and the Alexan-
dria Sherriff’s Office. 

“In the last six weeks, we 
have lost three officers [to 
other jobs]. I know because 
I’ve taken their equipment. 
I’ve seen the costs associated 
with equipping these officers 
and how much we commit 
to them before they’re fully 
invested,” Alexandria Police 
Department Sgt. Bobby Tay-
lor said at the meeting. “I can 
assure you that $1.5 million 

set aside for all public safe-
ty departments to share will 
not fix any of our retention 
problems.” 

APD Detective Will Oak-
ley, who has worked for the 
department for 20 years, said 
it’s getting difficult to attract 
recruits. 

“When I applied to Alex-
andria in 1990, [there were so 
many applicants that] testing 
was conducted in a gymnasi-

um. Last week, there were 14 
applicants. We’ll be lucky to 
hire two and keep one,” Oak-
ley said. 

Oakley said the police de-
partment is losing an average 
of 2.4 officers a month. He 
said, if no action is taken by 
July 1, police’s compensation 
would be 10 percent below 
the market average. 

“After [FY19] budget 
guidance was released, sev-

eral more officers put in ap-
plications at higher-paying 
jurisdictions. They will get 
the jobs. They are highly 
trained and an asset to any 
jurisdiction willing to pay for 
qualified officers,” Oakley 
said. “Some of those officers 
are here tonight. If compen-
sation is not brought into 
compliance with policy, they 
won’t be here next year.”

Peter Prunty, an officer 
with the department since 
2016, said he’s one of those 
officers. He said he has re-
cently reached out to recruit-
ers with the Arlington and 
Fairfax police departments.

“I’ve done this because, 

even after my merit increase, 
I learned that individuals in 
the academy for both agencies 
are making more than myself 
and countless other officers 
in this room,” Prunty said. 
“Both agencies are offering 
step increases because of my 
experience. So not only would 
I be making more by just go-
ing over, I would make sig-
nificantly more because of the 
value of my experience here.”

Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment Capt. Chad Lallier, who 
is fire captain in the West 
End, said recent changes 
making all fire department 
employees dual role – mean-
ing firefighters must act as 
paramedics and paramedics 
must act as firefighters – 
have only increased salary 
inequity. Lallier said 16 peo-
ple have left the department 
in recent months.

“We can’t hire people as 
fast as people are leaving. 
They leave faster than we can 
hire them,” Lallier said. 

Police Sgt. Charlette 
Mitchell, who has been with 
the police department for 30 
years, said council has a lack 
of respect for public safety 
workers.

“Many different faces 
have occupied these seats, 
but they all have had the 
same disregard, which is ev-
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Spring Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system
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Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980
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Monday's Public Hearing to discuss City Manager Mark Jinks' FY19 budget plans was filled with public 
safety personnel, most of whom didn't think the budget allocated enough for salaries. 
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ident in poor compensation, 
unfulfilled promises and the 
lack of all of you to even at-
tend our fallen police officer 
and firefighter memorial ser-
vices,” Mitchell said.  “… It is 
disrespectful and everyone 
should be ashamed that the 
public safety workforce is the 
lowest paid, while giving the 
highest service. City officers 
give the highest quality ser-
vice and I’ve done that for 
the past 30 years.”   

Officer Bennie Evans said 
it’s still difficult to make 
ends meet as a 23-year veter-
an of the police department. 

“Sometimes these young, 
new officers, males and fe-
males, are really exhausted 
because they’re out there 
trying to work their regular 
shifts and then doing over-
time to be able to live within 
the city they work in,” Evans 
said. “I have difficulty living 
within the city limits with 
my income of 23 years – I can 
only imagine what they’re 
suffering through.”

Evans said he’s unsure of 
what to tell his son, who is 

going through the Alexan-
dria Sheriff Office’s academy.

“My 29-year-old son says 
‘Dad, I’m in the Academy and 
getting offers from other po-
lice jurisdictions that are of-
fering me $10,000 more and 
a take-home car just to serve 
in their department,’” Evans 
said. “I have to look at him 
and ask ‘Do I want you to 
follow me or do I want you to 
go to the jurisdictions where 
you’ll have the opportuni-
ty to serve and protect and 
be respected amongst your 
peers?’” 

Police Capt. Monica Lisle 
said the city must stop mak-

ing promises it doesn’t keep. 
“Do not promise more 

multi-year fixes that never 
seem to materialize. By fail-
ing to take appropriate action 
now, the taxpayers are wast-
ing hard-earned money as 
officers leave to work in Fair-
fax, Arlington and Loudoun 
[counties],” Lisle said.

In addition to the many 
public safety officials who 
spoke Monday, several Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
parents and PTA members 
spoke at the meeting to voice 
support for the proposed 
FY19 budget. 

Deborah Altenburg, 

among the many other public 
speakers representing ACPS 
parents, said council should 
continue to fully fund ACPS’ 
budget in the coming years.

“It would be a mistake to 
think that one year of fund-
ing increases will solve all 
our schools’ challenges. This 
cannot be a one-and-done 
effort. The growth of our 
school system will require 
year-after-year investment. 
It’s tempting to focus on 
something new and shiny 
or shift to another priority, 
but well-funded schools are 
important for all Alexandria 
residents,” Altenburg said. 

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
said, upon the meeting’s con-
clusion, that all input would 
be taken under advisement. 

“Let me say that we ap-
preciate heartfelt sentiments 
expressed today. I know it 
takes time to think through 
what you want to say and to 
prepare to say it and to come 
here and take time from your 
lives and your work and time 
with your families,” Silber-
berg said. “…This is an im-
portant issue about compen-
sation and we will continue 
to discuss it as colleagues 
and with the community and 
with you. Please know that 
you are heard about all of 
the issues that we’ve spoken 
about today.” 

City council is scheduled 
to adopt a FY19 budget on 
May 3. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

GEORGE WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL  
1005 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA
NEXT TO BRADDOCK ROAD METRORAIL STATION

8TH ANNUAL
NORTHERN VIRGINIA HOUSING EXPO
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018
FREE PUBLIC EVENT 10 AM - 3 PM

NOVAHOUSINGEXPO.ORG
NEED TO BUY OR RENT IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA?

Are You Ready to Rent?  •  Are You Ready to Buy?  •  Budgeting
The ABCs of Credit Scores  •  Condo 101  •  Senior Housing Options 

Energy Efficiency Demonstrations
Rental and Homebuying Market Overviews 

DOZENS OF EXHIBITORS AND WORKSHOPS  

FREE INDIVIDUAL 30-MINUTE FINANCIAL COUNSELING SESSIONS
Alexandria Times 3/15 and 3/22
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Alexandria Police Sgt. Charlette Mitchell following her testimony at 
Monday's budget public hearing in council chambers. 

departments in neighbor-
ing jurisdictions regarding  
mutual aid response in the 
case of an active shooter. 

“As a parent, as well as a 
police officer, I can’t think 
of anything more high pri-
ority than responding to an 
event like that at a school,” 
he said at the meeting. “Go-
ing forward we will come up 
with ideas that might make 
our communities even more 
safe and our schools as best 
they can be safe.”

Despite these safety 
measures, administrators 
throughout the city said 
they’ve been hearing con-
cerns from their school 
communities since the re-
cent spike in school shoot-
ings nationwide.  

“It’s difficult coming 
from my position,” said 
Peter Davey, Bishop Ire-
ton High School’s director 
of operations, “because we 
think we’re prepared, then 
you see something coming 
like Parkland. It’s hard for 
anyone who’s developing 
these plans to anticipate 
everything that might hap-
pen.”

“People are nervous,” 
Berlin said. “They’re on 
edge. I am too. When some-
thing like this happens, ev-
ery time it happens, [I ask] 
what can we do? How can we 
prevent it from happening 
here?”

Please visit your school’s 
website for emergency and 
safety information. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

SECURITY FROM | 6
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49 New Condominium Residences 
from the mid $300’s
•  Modern 1- and 2-Bedroom Designs
•  Voice-Enabled Smart Home Automation Included
•  Private Balconies Available with Neighborhood Views
•  Spacious Club Room for Residents 
• Fitness and Recreation Centers Nearby
•  Walk to Shopping, Dining and Entertainment
•  Less Than a Mile to Braddock Road Metro Station

Prices, financing, availability, terms and incentives are subject to 
change  without notice. Please see a sales representative for details.

T H E  N E W  P L ACE
YO U ’ V E  A LWAYS  LOV E D
Modern Condominium Residences  
in the Heart of Del Ray

Grand Opening
Thursday, March 22  I  6pm-8pm

Junction Bakery & Bistro 
1508 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301

Join us at one of Del Ray’s most popular restaurants 
as we unveil plans for these 49 new condominium 
residences, as well as the carefully selected 
finishes and available upgrades. Schedule a private 
appointment to purchase your new residence at 
special Grand Opening pricing. Sales begin March 23!

RSVP Now! 

DelRayVALiving.com

Father of Parkland 
victim advocates for 
change
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Alexandria City Public 
Schools hosted a town hall 
conversation about guns in 
America’s schools at T.C. 
Williams High School on 
March 7. 

Nearly 1,000 students, 
families and residents from 
throughout the region at-
tended, and guest speakers  
included Congressman Don 
Beyer (D-Va.), Congressman 
Ted Deutch (D-Fla.) and Fred 
Guttenberg, a father who lost 
his daughter in the Parkland, 
Florida, school shooting. 

“When we see the students 
in Parkland,” said Jay Falk, a 
T.C. Williams senior who in-
troduced the event, “we see 
our classmates, we see our 
friends and we see ourselves. 
As students, it is critical that 

we speak out and push for 
common sense gun reform, 
because those gun reforms 
might just save our lives.” 

Guttenberg gave a power-
ful speech at the beginning of 
the event about dedicating his 
life to the cause of gun safety 
after losing his daughter Jai-
me in the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas school shooting.

“Every time one of these 
incidents happens, the con-
versation afterwards is al-
ways way too polite, way 
too comfortable and way too 
temporary,” Guttenberg said. 
“I will always be respectful. 
I have no need to be polite, 
though. I don’t want to make 
people comfortable when 
we talk about it, and I’m not 
going away. This will not be 
temporary.”

Early in the evening, Bey-
er discussed legislation he’s 
recently introduced on the 
topic, including the Gun Vio-

lence Restraining Order Act, 
a bill that would allow family 
members or law enforcement 
officials to petition a judge to 
temporarily remove firearms 
from an individual in crisis.

“Anyone who says we can’t 
do anything is wrong,” Beyer 
said. “I have a long, long list 
of very constructive, compre-
hensive pieces of legislation 
that Ted has introduced, I’ve 
introduced, many good peo-
ple have put in, that we can 
get a vote on in the U.S. house 
or the U.S. senate.”

Following the guest 
speakers, there was an hour-
long open mic period where 
speakers of different ages 
and backgrounds discussed 
gun violence.  Speakers cov-
ered a range of topics and 
viewpoints, from inviting 
town hall attendees to pro-
tests to asking the legislators 
to take action. 

One T.C. Williams senior 

asked how elected officials 
plan to keep fighting for gun 
safety once the heat dies 
down in Washington and 
“things go back to the way 
they were.”

Beyer replied that getting 
young people politically in-
volved could make a differ-
ence. 

Several elementary, mid-
dle and high school students 
throughout the region proved 
that they were passionate 
about the issue by turning 
out to speak at the event. In 
addition, many students at 
schools throughout the city 
participated in a 17-min-
ute nationwide walkout on 
Wednesday morning to show 
support for the victims of the 
Parkland shooting.

While some speakers 
focused on party politics, 
others advocated that gun 
violence incidents should be 
non-political.

“There is common ground 
[between conservatives and 
liberals] here,” Alexandria 
resident Jill Hoffman said, 
“and one of those areas of 
common ground is to have a 
meaningful discussion about 
how we get a hold of the men-
tal health issue, how we start 
early, and we go through the 
preventative measures.”

 While speakers covered 
everything from mental 
health to the NRA, the com-
mon thread of discussion was 
putting a stop to mass school 
shootings across the country.  

“I’m really proud of our 
students,” ACPS Interim Su-
perintendent Dr. Lois Ber-
lin said.  “I’m proud of all of 
the students who have come 
forth and exercised their first 
amendment rights to express 
what they think and do their 
part to influence legislation, 
whatever stance they take.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Gun violence town hall held in wake of mass shootings 
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Conveniently located in both the 
Landmark and Del Ray neighborhoods of 
Alexandria — now accepting new patients! 

Three board-certified pediatric dentists 
and a super fun team to give your child 
the best dental experience! 

Give us a call to schedule a cleaning for 
your children. 

Bonus: Both offices have availabilities for 
spring break!

Alexandria Children's Dentistry

Visit our website, www.lovekidsteeth.com 
for more information!

DEL RAY 
(703) 341-4418

609 East Monroe Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301

LANDMARK 
(703) 942-8404

6303 Little River Turnpike #345
Alexandria, VA 22312
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
WATC H  M Y F I L M :  N A N CY P E R K I N S.T T R S I R .C O M

“Nancy consistently went above and beyond in order to list 
and sell my home in a timely fashion, attracting a number of 
competitive o� ers. I highly recommend her to anyone looking to 
buy a home or sell their home, you most certainly will be pleased.”
—Jason

Looking to make a move
this spring?  
Call Nancy to learn how she can put the international 
reach and technological sophistication of
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty to work for you!

“Exceeding your expectations is my top priority!”

“There aren’t enough stars to rate the level of service that 
we received from Nancy. As you know, buying a home can 
be stressful, and there wasn’t a day in the entire process 
that we felt stressed. It was a breeze!”
—Cindy & Brett”

“We would highly recommend Nancy Perkins to be your realtor in 
the Northern Virginia area. She helped us sell our current home in 
Arlington, as well as purchase a new home in Alexandria. Because 
of Nancy’s knowledge of the area and her marketing expertise, 
our house sold within 4 days of being listed!”
—Max & Lauren

“Nancy helped us buy our � rst home together. She provided 
us with guidance and encouragement at every step of the 
way, always taking the time to be sure we were comfortable 
and had all our questions and concerns addressed.”
—Mark & Catherine

Alexandria Brokerage: 400 S. Washington Street,  Alexandria, VA
+1 703 310 6800

Nancy Perkins
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Lucio Bergamin found-
ed restaurant to show-
case Northern Italian 
cuisine
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Lucio Bergamin and a 
business partner started 
their slice of the American 
dream in 1976 in Old Town.

Bergamin, who is from 
Venice, Italy, arrived in 
America and, shortly there-
after, in Alexandria at the 
suggestion of a friend who 
wanted to start a restaurant 
serving up Northern Italian 
cuisine. 

His friend also had a 
building in mind: a space 
at 722 King St. that was oc-
cupied by a small carry out 
Chinese restaurant. 

“I make a deal and I start 
to demolish the place and 
when it closed, I started to 
make it Geranio,” Bergamin 
said. “It started very small. 
There was no money.” 

During the early years of 
the restaurant, the building 
had no air conditioning or 
heating. In fact, Bergam-
in and his partner handed 
out blankets to customers 
during cold weather. 

Once Geranio began 
to turn a profit, Bergam-
in turned his focus to the 
building next door, which 
housed a camera shop. Ber-
gamin purchased the build-
ing with the help of a loan 
from Burke & Herbert in 
short order and, soon after, 
the restaurant expanded its 
square footage.

“It became a small gold 
mine really and a beautiful, 
beautiful restaurant,” Ber-
gamin said.

The restaurant, which 
served its last dinner on 
Feb. 17, stayed in the fam-
ily for two decades, though 
Bergamin’s original busi-
ness partner eventually 
bowed out. Bergamin sold 
the restaurant to Chef Troy 
Clayton in 1998, but re-

tained ownership of the 
building. 

Clayton ran the restau-
rant for the next two de-
cades, but had decided it 
was time to shutter by the 
time Arlington Property 
Ventures offered to buy the 
building from Bergamin. 
Clayton didn’t respond to 
requests for comment, but 
in an email said he plans to 
open a new restaurant, Oc-
coquan Harbour Grill, in the 
near future. He didn’t spec-
ify a location.

Scott McElhaney, who 
owns Arlington Proper-
ty Ventures with wife Lisa 
McElhaney, are looking for 
tenants for the building. 
McElhaney said he expects 
the space to continue as a 
restaurant or other food 
use.

“We’re really just look-
ing to fill a need in Alex-

andria. Usually the market 
speaks for itself. I think, 
most likely, since this is a 
second generation restau-
rant, we’ll see a food use,” 
McElhaney said. “… It’s 
an awesome space. It was 
built in the 1800s and has 
got some awesome charm 
– exposed brick walls and 
original hardwood floors. It 
screams classic Old Town.”

The sale closes a chap-
ter for Bergamin, now 81, 
and his wife, Jane Bergam-
in, who met at the restau-
rant in 1989. The two met 
when Jane Bergamin’s pow-
er went out at her Old Town 
apartment and she decid-
ed to walk into Geranio for 
a meal. She jokes that she 
went in for some food and 
walked out with a husband. 

When asked to name 
some of their favorite 
memories, Lucio Bergamin 
recalls a lunch they host-
ed during the outbreak of 
Operation Desert Storm in 
1991.  The restaurant invit-
ed members of each military 

branch and their families to 
three free lunches through-
out the course of the day – 
and, through happenstance, 
the lunch was scheduled for 
the day Desert Storm began.

“That for me, it was one 
of the best days, because 
I had already become an 
American and being an 
American means a lot to 
me,” Lucio Bergamin said. 

“Fate would have it that 
the thing was scheduled for 
a Sunday and a Saturday 
night was when the war be-
gan. We didn’t know that – 
we had no idea,” Jane Berga-
min said. “What happened 
was the morning of the day 
this was all happening, the 
entire press of Washington 
showed up. We were all over 
the television and the news-
papers.” 

Over the years, a num-
ber of politicians, both local 
and national, showed up to 
dine. Former Vice President 
Al Gore, Sen. John McCain 
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Geranio Ristorante closes after four decades on King Street
BUSINESS

PHOTO/JANE BERGAMIN
Troy Clayton, the owner of Geranio from 1998 to 2018, and Lucio 
Bergamin, owner from 1976 to 1998, in front of the restaurant prior 
to its closure. SEE GERANIO | 29
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BY MISSY SCHROTT

For the third year in a 
row, Bishop Ireton’s varsi-
ty cheerleading team won 
the Christian Cheerleaders 
of America National Cham-
pionship. The competition 
took place last weekend in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

“Each year it gets more 
exciting,” the team’s coach, 
Angela Hope-Eskew, said. 

The Cardinals were 
named the National Grand 
Champions after receiving 
the highest score of any di-
vision at the competition. 
They also placed first in the 
music, non-music and tum-
bling categories of the large 

varsity division. 
Hope-Eskew said her 

team of 21 consists of 12 vet-
erans who have been on the 
winning teams of the past 
few years, and nine new-

comers, some of whom had 
never cheered before.  

“They’re funny. The ju-
niors who have won three 
years in a row are saying 
‘Let’s go for another one’ be-

cause they’ve won a nation-
al competition every year 
they’ve been on the team,” 
Hope-Eskew said.

The cheerleading season 
at Bishop Ireton spans Au-
gust to March, from prac-
tices to football games to 
basketball games to compe-
titions.

Hope-Eskew applauded 
her cheerleaders’ commit-
ment and dedication. She 
said perfection was both 
the team’s strength and its 
weakness, as striving for 
perfection led them to suc-
cess, but also caused them to 
be hard on themselves.

“We call ourselves a 
cheer family, and we really 

are,” she said. “They make 
sure they’re supporting each 
other emotionally, spiritual-
ly and physically.”

At the competition in 
Fayetteville, the team also 
won the National Spirit of 
Competition trophy, an hon-
or that is voted for by each 
competing team and award-
ed to the team that shows 
the most support to others. 
In addition, Hope-Eskew 
was recognized for being in 
the CCA’s Coaches Hall of 
Fame. 

“It’s just incredible,” 
Hope-Eskew said. “There’s 
no words to describe it.”

- mschrott@
alextimes.com

 Whoo Hoo, I Am Headed
        to Whole Dogz!
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SPORTS

The T.C. Williams ice hock-
ey team won the Capitol Scho-
lastic Hockey League Champi-
onship March 2 after only two 
years in the league.  

Coach Peter Townsend 
described the 5-4 win against 
the Lake Braddock Bruins as 
a thrilling come-from-behind 
victory. 

The team finished the reg-
ular season with a record of 
7-2-1, plus three playoff wins. 
Sophomore Jason Townsend 
led T.C. during the playoffs 

with five goals and five assists. 
“The team was pretty ex-

cited,” Townsend said. “There 
are some very skilled players 
on that team, but there’s also 
some less experienced players 
on the team who maybe have 
never won anything.”

The CSHL has 10 teams in 
the region. While in the past, 
T.C. players have played on 
combined teams of students 
from four different schools, 
this is only their second year as 
an individual team. Townsend 

said many players on the team 
had the advantage of already 
playing together on their club 
team, the Northern Virginia 
Ice Dogs. 

Townsend said he hopes 
the win will help the team get 
more attention at T.C. Wil-
liams and continue to grow. 

“I’d say two thirds of the 
school has no idea there’s even 
a hockey team,” he said. “The 
kids, they’d like some recogni-
tion, so it’s neat.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

T.C. ice hockey team wins championship

COURTESY PHOTO
T.C. Williams varsity hockey players celebrate winning their league 
championship in a 5-4 game against the Lake Braddock Bruins

Ireton Cheer wins third consecutive national title

PHOTO/JW ELITE PHOTOGRAPHY
Bishop Ireton's varsity cheerleading team at the CCA National 
Championship. 
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Tying the Knot

‘Lucky us’
When Monte Durham and Jakob Evans 

married in October 2013, the theme of the 
wedding was ‘Lucky us.’

The two had known each other for near-
ly 20 years at that point, but decided to wed 
after gay marriage was legalized earlier 
that year.

“Lucky us. Not just us, but anybody to 
marry whoever you love,” Durham said. 

Durham remembers when Evans first 
raised the topic of marriage earlier that 
year. He was stuck in an airport in Van-

couver, British Columbia on July 4, in the 
midst of a business trip related to his role 
as fashion director of the TLC show “Say 
Yes to the Dress: Atlanta.”

“My flight’s been cancelled. I’m trying 
to get back to see the fireworks here in D.C. 
and we’re already three hours behind. I’m 
in the United lounge,” Durham said.

“Your family had come up from North 
Carolina,” Evans added.

‘Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta’ 
star, retired F.B.I. agent married 

almost 20 years after meeting

BY DENISE DUNBAR

SEE LUCKY US | 16

PHOTO/FOTOBRICENO
Monte Durham of TLC’s ‘Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta’ and his part-
ner Jack Evans on Oct. 18, 2013, the day of their civil wedding cere-
mony at the D.C. courthouse.
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PICTURE 
PERFECT 
LIFE
You fall in love 
You say "I do" 
You want to buy a house 
You call Zelsman Powers Group.

310 King St Alexandria VA 22314 
202.390.8714 | 703.932.5643 | 703.518.8300 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.

REALTORS

Zelsman 
Powers 
Group.

Tying the Knot

“I’m trying to get an-
other flight,” Durham con-
tinued. “And Jack calls me. 
And he says, ‘What are you 
doing?’ And I said, ‘I’m here 
and I’m frazzled.’

“He never calls. I always 
call,” Durham said. “He’s 
trying to talk and I’m like, 
‘Really? I’m really in no 
mood.’ I’m trying to get on 
this flight. It’s going to be a 
nightmare. I’m not going to 
get home tonight – I can see 
that already.”

“He goes, ‘You know, gay 
marriage is legal in D.C.’ 
I go, ‘Yeah, I know that, 
Jack, I know that.’ And he’s 
talking to me and the wom-
an is trying to work on my 
ticket so I’m going back 
and forth. He says, ‘I think 
we should get married.’ I’m 

like, ‘OK, I’ll take that seat. 
WHAT?’ He said, ‘Yeah, I 
think we should get mar-
ried.’”

“The timing was just 
something,” Durham said. 
“I’m like, ‘Really? Do we 
need to talk about this 
now?’ I had been working 
for two weeks and I just 
wanted to get home. … ‘[I 
said] OK Jack. I think this 
is great and wonderful. But 
can we talk about this when 
I get home?’ He was like, 
‘Fine, if that’s the way you 
want to be.’ I said, ‘That’s 
not the way I want to be, I’m 
just trying to get a ticket.’”

Durham finally made 
it home at midnight and 
they did have that talk the 
next day. Evans said there 
were multiple reasons for  

PHOTO/TINA GEHRING
Jack Evans, Monte Durham and their rescue Welsh Terrier Charlie Champ in their Alexandria home.

LUCKY US FROM | 15

SEE LUCKY US | 17
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Tying the Knot

Be the 
best-dreed 

guest!

PERSONAL 
SHOPPING 

APPOINTMENTS 
ARE AVAILABLE!

320 PRINCE ST, ALEXANDRIA        703.996.9074

wanting to get married.
“The Supreme Court had 

ruled The Defense of Mar-
riage Act was no longer val-
id,” Evans said. “And so that 
forced the federal govern-
ment to recognize gay mar-
riages. And based on that 
they would extend benefits 
to your partner so long as 
you were legally married. 
So based on that, I said, ‘We 
can get him health cover-
age. We don’t have to worry 
about that.’”

Health coverage was an 
issue because, as an inde-
pendent contractor, Durham 
did not have employer-pro-
vided insurance of his own.

“[Marriage] just solidi-
fies everything,” Durham 
said.

Their wedding week-
end was a three-day event. 
They were married at the 
D.C. Courthouse on Oct. 
18 – using a Bible that 
had belonged to Durham’s 
grandmother – then had a 
post-ceremony luncheon 
at the Hay-Adams Hotel. 
Then on Oct. 20, there was 
a blessing ceremony at St. 
Paul’s Church, followed by 
a brunch at the Morrison 
House. Durham’s “Say Yes” 
co-star Lori Allen and her 
husband made the trip up 
for the ceremony.

The date of Oct. 20 was 
deliberately chosen for the 
blessing and brunch. 

“…I’m all about Jack-
ie O and Oct. 20 was when 
she married Ari Onassis,” 
Durham said.

At the brunch, Durham 
deliberately recreated the 
famous pose of Jackie light-
ing candles on a dinner ta-
ble.

The glamour of their 
wedding weekend greatly 
contrasted with Durham’s 
upbringing in rural West 
Virginia.

“I grew up very poor 
in West Virginia in a hol-
ler,” Durham said. “I grew 
up in a house with no run-
ning water and an outside 

toilet. I started school in a 
two-room schoolhouse that 
my great-grandfather built  

Carlyle House

703-549-2997 | carlylerentals@nvrpa.org 
www.novaparks.com

121 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

THE PERFECT SETTING FOR YOUR CEREMONY OR RECEPTION

M. Harris Studios

PHOTOS/FOTOBRICENO
Top: Jack Evans and Monte Durham during their blessing ceremo-
ny at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on Oct. 20, 2013. The Rev. Oran 
Warder and The Rev. Judith Proctor officiated.  Above: Recreating 
a famous pose by Jacqueline Kennedy at a dinner party, Monte 
Durham lights candles at the post-blessing brunch at the Morrison 
House on Oct. 20, 2013.
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Tying the Knot

OFFICE OF

Histori
c Alexandria

LLOYD HOUSE • GADSBY'S TAVERN • THE LYCEUM
THE ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM

For additional information visit Rental & Private Events at www.historicalexandria.org or call 703-746-4705/4554

MAKE YOUR SPECIAL DAY HISTORIC AT  the Gadsby’s Tavern

Hollin Hall
A Historic 

Wedding Venue 
in Alexandria

We offer garden ceremonies and two beautiful  
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

Contact Amanda at 703-298-6965 
          or  hollinhallevents@gmail.com
     Photos at www.hollinhallweddings.com

because my mother and her 
siblings, all 12 of them, had 
to walk five miles so he put 
in the school.”

Durham said it was a 
dramatic change to go from 
that upbringing to his cur-
rent life, where he stays in 
five-star hotels and wears 
designer clothes.

“I am telling you that 
was never my view that it 
would happen to me. Never, 
never,” he said.

Evans was also a trans-
plant to the D.C. area, hav-
ing grown up all over the 
state of Colorado. He con-
siders Eagle, Colorado his 
hometown.

“After high school, I’d 
applied with the F.B.I. be-
cause I wanted to come out 
east. I don’t know why I 
wanted to come out east, I 
just had that urge,” he said.

Unfortunately, the pa-
perwork and process took 
so long that Evans gave up 
on the F.B.I. and joined the 
Army instead. He had just 
arrived at boot camp when 
he called home to let his 
family know he had arrived 
safely.

Evans said, “My mom 
was sad and kind of crying 
[on the phone]. And she 
said, ‘You’ll never guess 
what came today: your 
acceptance letter to the 
F.B.I.’”

So Evans served three 
years in the Army and re-
applied to the F.B.I., was ac-
cepted again and embarked 
on a 38-year career at the 
Bureau. He retired in 2010.

It was through a friend 
at the F.B.I. that Evans met 
Durham, who was working 
at Woodward & Lothrop at 
the time as a personal shop-
per. The partner of one of 
Durham’s co-workers was 
with the F.B.I. and invited 
him to a Christmas party.

“I was like, ‘Eh,’” 

Durham said. “Believe it or 
not I’m not really a big par-
ty guy. I’m more of a recluse 
than people would imagine. 
But anyway, I said OK.”

The party was being held 
in a building where two 
apartments had been joined 
together. When he went into 
the first apartment, there 
was no one there and he 
wondered where all of the 
people were. After walking 
down a hallway he entered 
a crowded room, and loud-
ly exclaimed, “Oh my, that’s 
where everybody is.”

Evans was in that crowd. 
After a while the crowd had 
thinned and Durham made 
his way over to Evans and 
said, “Well, I guess we’re 
going to have to talk.”

“He started stalking 
me,” Evans said. “That’s lit-
erally what it was.”

In the era before cell 
phones, Durham and Evans 
didn’t immediately connect 
or start dating, but they did 
see each other occasional-
ly because they were part 
of the same larger circle of 
friends. 

“There wasn’t like, bells, 

There wasn’t 
like, bells, lights 
and all that. It 
literally was 
we just started 
talking. And 
we formed a 
friendship first.”

– Monte Durham

LUCKY US FROM | 17

SEE LUCKY US | 20
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lights and all that,” Durham 
said. “It literally was we 
just started talking. And we 
formed a friendship first. 
Because we knew so many 
of the same people once we 
started talking.”

“What was even more 
interesting, was I had lost 
my partner like three years 
before,” Evans said. “And 
his name was Monty with a 
‘y’. It was like, wow. It was 
interesting.”

That New Year’s Eve, Ev-
ans went with some friends 
to a bar on King Street 
called 808.

“So we entered there and 
I looked up and who was on 
the bar but Monte,” Evans 
said.

“It was New Year’s Eve,” 
Durham exclaimed. “We 
were trying to get the crowd 
up. So there were three of us 
guys in the same vest and 
we had boas. We had this 
skit and it’s narrow [in 808], 
it’s a townhome. There’s no 
room. So when we got there 
we said, ‘Well, how are we 
going to do this? There’s no 
room.’ And they said, ‘Just 
get on the bar.’”

Evans couldn’t believe 
his eyes. 

“I know my mouth just 
dropped open,” he said. “I 
was just like, ‘Oh. My. God.’”

Soon afterward, Evans 
came by the Woodward & 
Lothrop at Landmark Mall 
to see Durham and the two 
exchanged phone numbers.

“He started coming over 

to my house,” Evans said. “I 
had a little bitty house.”

Durham had a condo at 
the time that they moved 
into after selling Evans’ 
house. Soon, though, they 
decided to sell the condo 
and buy a house together. 
They found a 74-year-old 
house with white columns 
that they have extensive-
ly renovated. Durham also 
purged most of Evans’ fur-
niture along the way.

“We wanted to … start 
out fresh,” Evans said.

“Even though there’s 
nothing in this house that 
belonged to you originally,” 
Durham said.

“You’ve definitely gotten 
rid of everything,” Evans 
agreed.

“Well, you had no taste, 
actually,” Durham coun-
tered. “I mean, some of the 
things. … You know it’s bad 
when the Salvation Army 
says, ‘You know we’re not 
taking that.’”

“He’s right,” Evans 
sighed. “My little house had 
all white walls.”

“His paintings, well 
posters, were all hung up 
high,” Durham remem-
bered. “I’m shocked when I 
look back at that house.”

Durham is amused at 
other contrasts between the 
two of them, including in 
attire. 

“Jack is very conserva-
tive in dress, very liberal in 
viewpoints,” Durham said. 
“So it’s interesting because, 
you know, I wear whatever 
I think is trending or fash-
ionable.”

The two remain ground-
ed, despite Durham’s celeb-
rity since he started with 
TLC’s “Say Yes to the Dress: 
Atlanta” seven years and 10 
seasons ago. Durham travels 
frequently for TLC, includ-
ing for the nonprofit “Say 
Yes to the Prom” that he 
helps run. A 90-minute seg-

ment will air on March 24 
that features the stories of 
young men and women who 
were able to attend proms 
with the organization’s help. 
Macy’s department store 
provided 2,000 prom dresses 
as part of the partnership.

“I’m happy that he’s 
gone a lot,” Evans laughed. 
“That’s the only way we 
probably have survived.” 

When Durham is trav-
eling, Evans tends to stay 
home with their two rescue 
Welsh Terriers, Patsy Jo and 
Charlie Champ. 

When they go out to-
gether, they have little pri-
vacy, because people con-
stantly come up to Durham.

“I used to enjoy that when 

people would recognize him 
when we would go out or 
shopping,” Evans said. “And 
now it’s more like an incon-
venience. I don’t think of it 
as an intrusion, because I 
feel honestly that’s what he 
chose. That comes with the 
territory. But it can get a lit-
tle aggravating.”

It’s been almost five 
years since they married 
and seven since Durham 
became an internationally 
known celebrity.

“It’s still all about that. 
It’s Monte, Monte, Monte,” 
Evans deadpanned.

“That’s the way I like it. 
Now we’re talking,” Durham 
countered.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Tying the Knot

240.493.4502

153 Potomac Passage,  
National Harbor, MD

info@houseofjonleiatelier.com

House of JonLei Atelier

www.houseofjonleiatelier.com

Call for appointments

Trunk Show
March 16th - 18th

Special promotions during event

Above: Monte 
Durham with 
‘Say Yes to the 
Dress: Atlanta’ 
co-star Lori 
Allen at the 
post-blessing 
brunch on Oct. 
20, 2013.
Left: Jack Ev-
ans and Monte 
Durham share a 
playful moment 
with rescue 
Welsh Terrier 
Charlie Champ 
in their Alex-
andria home.

PHOTO/TINA GEHRING
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Union 
SqUare

204 SOUTH ROYAL STREET
in the heart of Old Town, 

Alexandria, Virginia...   
where creativity and 

history meet in 
one stunning location.

For help with your meeting,  
event or other business  

accommodations  
contact: 571.766.6133  

or 571.263.9805 
Unionsquarealexandria@gmail.com

 
UNION SQUARE | FEATURED | 2017 SCOTTISH WALK HOME TOUR

FLORAL  DESIGN | THE ENCHANTED FLORIST   
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living's 29th luxury active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care

Brandywine resident since 2013

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because getting your hands dirty is still fun
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BY MARTHA BOYER

The Alexandria Depart-
ment of Community and Hu-
man Services was formed in 
2010, following the merger 
of the Community Services 
Board and the Department 
of Human Services. Did you 
know that within the CSB 
there are services for indi-
viduals with intellectual dis-
abilities and/or developmen-
tal disabilities? 

For adults to receive ID/
DD services from the Alex-
andria CSB, they must be or 
have:

-Residents of Alexandria,
-Diagnosis of intellectual 
disabilities before age 18, 
or
-Diagnosis of 
developmen-
tal disability 
before age 22,
-Difficulties 
in areas of 
adaptive liv-
ing skills.
The Virginia 

code § 37.2-100 
definition of 
“developmental disability” 
defines a severe, chronic dis-
ability of an individual that 

(i) is attributable to a 
mental or physical impair-
ment, or a combination of 

mental and physical impair-
ments, other than a sole di-
agnosis of mental illness; 

(ii) is manifested before 
the individual reaches 22 
years of age; 

(iii) is likely to continue 
indefinitely; 

(iv) results in substan-
tial functional limitations in 
three or more of the follow-
ing areas of major life activ-
ity: self-care, receptive and 
expressive language, learn-
ing, mobility, self-direction, 
capacity for independent 
living or economic self-suffi-
ciency; and 

(v) reflects the individu-
al’s need for a combination 
and sequence of special in-

terdisciplinar y 
or generic ser-
vices, individu-
alized supports, 
or other forms of 
assistance that 
are of lifelong or 
extended dura-
tion and are indi-
vidually planned 
and coordinated. 
(DBHDS, Navi-

gating the DD Waiver, 2017).
ID/DD services begin with 

support coordination, a.k.a. 
case management. 

Support coordinators can 
help individuals with apply-

ing for benefits such as So-
cial Security and Medicaid, 
linking to in-home personal 
care services, coordinating 
supportive employment ser-
vices and linking to support-
ive, group or individual liv-
ing/housing services. 

To obtain ID services, one 
must be assessed and deter-
mined eligible by the CSB 
Intake staff at the 720 N. St. 

Asaph St. location. For more 
information, call 703-746-
3535.  To get DD services in 
Alexandria, the interested 
individual must also be el-
igible for the DD Medicaid 
Waiver. Once an individual 
has been found to be eligible, 
the individual is referred for 
case management services.  

Some individuals are el-
igible for the Virginia DD 

Medicaid waiver. Eligibility 
for this waiver is screened 
and conducted by an ID/DD 
support coordinator. The 
criterion include: 1) Medic-
aid eligibility, 2) diagnosis 
eligibility and 3) meeting 
the functional assessment 
criteria.  The DD Medicaid 
waiver can include services 

CALENDAR
March and April events
Attend an art party, learn about the science 
behind medicine and more   |   Page 28

HOMES
Art underfoot
Create an impact with the textures, color and 
pattern of your rug  |   Page 26

ARTS
‘Death by Design’
This murder-mystery comedy is a must see for 
"spirited" fun  |   Page 24

TimesLiving
Accessing city services for people with ID or DD

SENIORS

FILE PHOTO
Seniors with substantial functional limitations in self-care, receptive and expressive language, mobil-
ity, self-direction, capacity for independent living or economic self-sufficiency might qualify to receive 
intellectual disabilities and/or developmental disabilities services from the Alexandria Department of 
Community and Human Services.
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

ARTS

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Oh, it’s murder all right 
and murder most foul and 
funny. Ask Bridget (Emily 
Golden).  She’s the inso-
lent maid with a penchant 
for solving mysteries. It’s 
1932 in the living room 
of the Bennett’s house in 
Cookham, England and Ed-
ward Bennett (James Mc-
Daniel) is fighting with his 
wife Sorel (Heather Nor-
cross). He’s a playwright. 
She’s an actress and his 
muse. Together they live a 
Noel Cowardesque life peo-
pled with a bohemian, an 
activist and a politician. 
In this zany bit of British 
froth, we are treated to a 
whirlwind of characters. 

Much to Edward’s dis-
may, Sorel has taken up 

with Walter Pearce (Larry 
Grey), a Conservative Party 
leader fresh from the hin-
terlands. She’s invited him 
to stay the weekend at their 
country estate where insan-
ity reigns supreme. Walter 
is as naive as a kitten and ill 
prepared for the Bennetts 
and their sophisticated hi-
jinks. He’s even more addled 
by Edward as witness to his 
amorous undertakings with 
the delightful Sorel.

Jack’s (Erik Rieloff) their 
chauffeur and he and Brid-
get have a thing. Well, sort 
of – except Jack’s a Lo-
thario which Bridget over-
looks. Then there’s Eric (Cal 
Whitehurst), the liberal 
activist and recent escapee 
from the local funny farm. 
Got it? You will.  

When Victoria Van Roth 

(Elizabeth Replogle) arrives 
swooning over her own ar-
tistic and psychic talents, 
Walter reacts with horror, 
“This is what comes from 
government funding of the 
Arts!” which gets a huge 
laugh from the audience. 

This declaration is Wal-
ter’s undoing in a house 
filled with artistes with 
guns and poisons and the 
following morning he’s  

Death By Design: 
A comedy with murder

PHOTO/HOWARD SOROOS
Edward (James McDaniel) and Sorel (Heather Norcross) Bennett in the Aldersgate Church Community 
Theater production of “Death by Design.”

Run dates: Through March 24 

Where:  Aldersgate Church 
Community Theater, 
1301 Collingwood Road, 
Alexandria, 22308 

For tickets and information:   
www.acctonline.org.

IF YOU GO

SEE PLAY | 25
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

such as employment and day 
services, residential options, 
crisis supports, behavioral, 
therapeutic and medical sup-
port options. A support coor-
dinator can help the individ-
ual navigate these available 
supports.

Support coordinators 
help individuals with an in-
tellectual and/or develop-
mental disability develop a 
person-centered plan that 
promotes self-direction and 
community inclusion. These 

individuals want to live and 
work in an integrated com-
munity and pursue their life 
choices and dreams. Per-
son-centered planning be-
gins with a team of individ-
uals, family members and 
providers who care about 
the client and are invested 
in helping him or her experi-
ence a satisfying and mean-
ingful life.

Martha Boyer is team 
leader of Developmental 

Disabilities Support Coor-
dination in Alexandria.

MARCH 28
2-3:30 p.m.

Duncan Library
2501 Commonwealth Ave. 

Alexandria, 22301
APRIL 24

6-7:30 p.m.
Kate Waller Barnett Library

717 Queen St. 
Alexandria, 22314

MAY 23
9:30-11a.m.

DCHS/Cyphers Room
2525 Mt Vernon Ave.  

Alexandria, 22301
JUNE 27
1-5 p.m.

Beatley Library
5005 Duke St.  

Alexandria, 22304

AUGUST 22
1-4 p.m.

Burke Library
4701 Seminary Road,  

Alexandria, 22304

SERVICES FROM | 23 2018 NEW TO MEDICARE PRESENTATION 
Are you new to Medicare or a caregiver for a Medicare beneficiary? Learn the basics of Medicare 
coverage and choices. This presentation is given by Medicare counselors from the Division of 
Aging and Adult Services.

No Cost Registration is required. Space is limited. For more information or to register, call 703-746-5999 or email VICAP@alexandriava.gov.
The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended. To request a reasonable 
accommodation, email maurice.tomdio@alexandriava.gov or call 571.384.5244.

discovered dead as the pro-
verbial doornail.  With the 
finger pointed at everyone 
else, the drinking begins 
in earnest, ‘till everyone 
is decidedly sloshed and in 
firm possession of a reason 
to knock off Walter, includ-
ing Victoria, Sorel’s kindred 
soulmate in Isadora Duncan 
dances and the contact-
ing of the spirits. Soon Al-
ice (Carol Jean Clark), with 
connections to both Wal-
ter and Jack, arrives on the 
scene and Victoria is subse-
quently murdered. 

It’s not easy to single out 
a few actors for recognition 
(it takes a village of cast 
and crew), but as the central 
character Heather Norcross 
is marvelous. Her part re-
quires an excessive amount 
of over-the-top emoting and 
swanning about with cock-
tail in hand – and she doesn’t 
miss a beat. One minute she’s 
berating Edward and the 
next adoring him and just as 
suddenly she’s coddling the 
half-mad Eric or cavorting in 
impromptu skits with her pal 
Victoria.  

I’d also like to single out 
Emily Golden as Bridget. 

Golden gives us a strong, 
feisty character that centers 
the cast and provides the 
glue for this hilarious farce. 
Director Eddie Page corrals 
the madness with excellent 
pacing by a fine cast of well-
loved local actors. 

Recommended for light 
“spirited” fun.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, the-

atre and culture. Visit her 
website at www.whiskand-

quill.com or email her at 
Jordan@WhiskandQuill.com

PLAY FROM | 24

PHOTO/HOWARD SOROOS
Edward (James McDaniel) and 
Sorel (Heather Norcross) Ben-
nett in the Aldersgate Church 
Community Theater production 
of “Death by Design.”

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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AT A GLANCE

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

Part 1 of 2

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

Both floors and ceilings 
often are referred to as the 
fifth wall. But what’s on the 
floor has more gravitas in 
the design scheme. Rugs can 
warm and complete a space. 
They can draw the eye as a 
focal point, with texture, 
color and pattern, potentially 
creating a major impact. And 
the best designs are so much 
like art, you almost hate to 
walk on them. 

At international shows, in 
showrooms and in galleries, 
you do get a better sense of 
the rug as art, as very large 

examples are hung dramat-
ically on walls or displayed 
prominently on static or 
movable wings. Like a paint-
ing or textile art, it is easier 
to appreciate this way, step-
ping back from it and then 
leaning in to absorb the 
weave and pattern, especial-
ly their subtleties. 

One of the most talked 
about introductions at Mai-
son and Objet in Paris was a 
collection by Juan Montoya 
by Stepevi. A showstopping 
rug called Moon Island is rich 
in geometry, intersecting 
and layering circles with ex-
traordinary depth, matte and 

Art underfoot The art 
of Gustav 
Klimt is 
chan-
neled in 
Nouveau, 
part of Is-
torii, a rug 
collection 
from Larry 
Hokanson. 
It captures 
the lumi-
nosity of 
the artist’s 
paintings, 
some in-
spired by 
Byzantine 
imagery 
and ac-
centuated 
with gold 
leaf. 

PHOTO/
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Twenty-three sixteen Valley 
Drive is a delightful brick colonial 
located in the sought after neigh-
borhood of Beverley Hills. This 
brick colonial exudes sturdy char-
acter and charming ambiance. Nat-
ural light floods every room on the 
main and upper levels. The living 
area, complete with a woodburning 
fireplace, seamlessly connects to 
the dining and kitchen areas, pro-
viding fluid entertainment space. 

An adjacent sunroom overlooks 
the fenced backyard and opens to 
a stone patio. A quiet study with 
built-in shelving and a powder 
room are also on the main level. 
The upper level leads to four bed-
rooms and two baths. The finished 
lower level is carpeted and has a 
large recreational space, a powder 
room and a bonus room. A one-car 
garage can be accessed from the 
paved driveway or the lower level.

Brick colonial with sturdy character and charming ambiance

Address: 2316 
Valley Drive, 
Alexandria  22302
Price: $949,900
Bedrooms: 5
Bath: 4
Lot size: .2 acres
Year built: 1948

Parking: 
One-car garage
Contact: 
Liz Luke, Long and 
Foster Old Town 
Historic District,
703-868-5676,
info@lizluke.com

Left: 2316 Valley Dr. is a delightful 
brick colonial with sturdy character 
and charming ambiance Beverley 
Hills

Above left: Sunroom on the main 
level is flooded with natural light and 
the perfect place to unwind

Above right: Entertaining is a breeze 
with an open floor plan connecting 
the living, dining, and kitchen areas
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sheen, some with an almost 
lacey overlay. 

Much of the beauty at the 
high end of rug design can be 
attributed to the marriage of 
Old World tradition and mod-
ern thought and technology, 
as well as new ideas about ma-
terials and how to use them. 
Besides wool, which can range 
in quality depending on its 
lanolin content, silk, the silk-
like synthetic viscose, cash-
mere, linen, hemp and even 
metallic threads may be wo-
ven in. 

“We revere the history, 
which goes back hundreds 
and hundreds of years,” says 
Shea Soucie, principal with 
partner Martin Horner in the 
Chicago-based design firm 
Soucie Horner. In 2012, they 
launched Shiir with purvey-
or Oscar Isberian. “We don’t 
want to simply recreate. We 
want to innovate. That’s why 
we embroider. We oxidize. We 
mix materials. We take the 
best of tradition and then use 
it as the basis of something 
new.” 

Designers like Soucie and 
Horner, who visit some of 
those tradition-rich rug fac-
tories in Nepal, Turkey and 
India, come away with a better 
appreciation for the craft – as 
well as inspiration for what is 
possible. 

For a time, worn rugs over- 

dyed in brilliant hues such as 
teal, emerald, cobalt and ma-
genta were trending. Some of 
the threadbare rugs are re-
purposed vintage; others are 
simply distressed to appear 
well aged with desirable “pati-
na.” This look especially suits 
boho style and resonates with 

a younger audience, which 
appreciates the modernity of 
bold colors on traditional mo-
tifs.

As in furniture trends, a 
modern aesthetic has gained 
followers. Now some of those 
faded looks actually are woven 
into the rug itself, creating the 
feeling of a fresco painting, 
watercolor, a photographic 
image that’s barely there or 
a pattern with an ethereal or 
misty quality, like a veil of fog. 

In a new collection for Tai 
Ping, from a distance, one rug 

reads as a solid coral red. But 
close up, there’s movement, 
in fact, inspired by an urban 
landscape. At nanimarquina, 
the Shade collection takes its 
palette from the sunrise and 
sunset, in an ombre effect on 
a wool flat weave. 

The weave and texture of a 
rug can set it apart – and make 
it worthy of being the focal 
point of the room even if it’s 
underfoot rather than on the 
wall. Next week we will exam-
ine realism in rugs, as well as 
geometric designs.

HOMES 

Le Refuge
Winter specials

Cassolette Maison, Split 
Pea Soup with Smoked 

Sausage and more!

Serving French Cuisine since 1983
AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

Want to learn more? 
Visit us at www.alexrenew.com
or call 703-549-3381, ext. 2206

FACEBOOK
Alexandria Renew

TWITTER 
@AlexandriaRenew

Follow us!

We’ll be at work in your neighborhood soon!
Beginning in March, Alexandria Renew Enterprises will perform preventive maintenance 
on the Commonwealth Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows 
freely.  You’ll see us working along Commonwealth Avenue removing debris and 
sediment using a vacuum truck. We’ll also inspect the line to check the interceptor’s 
condition using a robotic camera. 

Left: The urban landscape was inspiration for this Scenematic rug by Hong Kong architect and designer André Fu for Tai Ping. His medium 
is wool, silk, cashmere, linen, steele and glosilk.  Right: The Alasht collection of 100 percent natural hand-spun single-layer wool yarn uses 
natural local vegetable dyes. The narrow pieces are artfully sewn together to create the desired size.
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MARCH 15

THE LYCEUM WWI LECTURE 
SERIES: “DOING OUR BIT” This 
lecture, titled “Doing Our Bit (While 
Having a Bit of Fun): American Nurses 
in World War I,” will be delivered by 
Marian Moser Jones, a social historian 
and ethicist of public health who 
explores the institutionalization of 
benevolence in the United States. Her 
lecture will focus on the experiences 
of specific nurses in World War I, as 
gleaned from journals and diaries, 
including two from Virginia. Tickets for 
a single lecture are $10 and a ticket 
for all three is available for $25. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

MARCH 17

KING STREET WATERFRONT 
PARK GROUNDBREAKING City 
council will host a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the construction of the 
interim King Street Waterfront Park 
and demolition of the former Old 
Dominion Boat Club.
Time: 8 to 9 a.m.
Location: King Street Waterfront 
Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/special/waterfront/default.
aspx?id=89727

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
Volunteers, concerned for the well 
being of Alexandria, formed the 
Friendship Fire Company in 1774. 
Come for an in-depth guided tour of 
Friendship’s firehouse and learn about 
the company’s firefighting procedures 
and equipment, as well as the 
different roles the organization played 
in serving the community. Tour is for 
those aged 10 and older. Reservations 
are required, as space is limited. Cost 
of admission is $5 for adults and $4 
for those aged 10 to 17. 

Time: 11 a.m. to noon 
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St. 
Information: 703-746-4994

ST. PATRICK’S DAY AT PORT 
CITY Port City invites the public to 
don your best green garb and join 
them at the brewery for a celebration 
of everything Irish. In honor of St. 
Patrick’s Day, the brewery will have 
dancers, music and live performances.  
Time: Noon to 9 p.m. 
Location: Port City Brewing Co., 3950 
Wheeler Ave. 
Information: www.portcitybrewing.com

MARCH 18

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 
After initially being canceled due to 
weather, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will return on March 18 and invites 
you to celebrate Irish heritage. The 
Ballyshaners’ St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will travel down King Street from St. 
Asaph Street to Fairfax Street. Other 
activities include a dog show on 
Market Square in front of City Hall 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street
Information: 703-835-6637

MARCH 19

A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
PATSY TICER The Friends of the 
Alexandria Commission for Women and 
the Alexandria Commission for Women 
celebrate the life and achievements 
of Patsy Ticer, Alexandria’s first female 
mayor and state senator who passed 
away in August 2017. Tickets can be 
purchased online through PayPal or 
through the Friends of the Alexandria 
Commission for Women.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Masonic Memorial, 101 
Callhan Drive
Information: www.
friendsofalexwomen.org 

MARCH 21

MARCH SPEAKER SERIES: 
A LIVABLE COMMUNITY FOR 
ALL AGES  Senior Services of 
Alexandria’s March Speaker Series 
will focus on steps that are being 
taken to transform the City of 
Alexandria into a community that 
is accessible for all its residents.  
Representatives of Alexandria’s 
Commission on Aging will talk abut 
the progress for making Alexandria a 
livable community for all ages. Senior 
Services wants to hear from the 
community about the most important 
things that help them remain active 
and independent. This event will 
include a forum for attendees to voice 
opinions and share their experiences 
as Alexandria residents.  Register 
for this event by calling 703-836-
4414 extension 110 or online at 
seniorservicesalex.org/march-
speaker-series-livable-community. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 
(Extension 110);
seniorservicesalex.org/march-
speaker-series-livable-community

MARCH 22

THE LYCEUM WWI LECTURE 
SERIES: “SOWING THE SEEDS” 
The Women’s Land Army of America 
began recruiting the first of the more 
than 20,000 women who would work 
the land while America’s farmers were 
called up to serve in the Great War. 
The girls and women of the WLAA, 
also known as the Farmerettes, 
shocked American society, as they 
were paid equally to male farm 
laborers, worked eight-hour days 
and wore pants. Farmerettes would 
eventually work on family farms in 
orchards in 24 states, including in 
Virginia. A diverse group of Virginia 
women participated in the state’s 
WLAA, including Girl Scouts sorting 
fruit at Blue Mountain Peaches 
in Loudoun County. Richmond 
socialites donated money to the 
cause and signed up to attend the 
training camp established at the 
University of Virginia in the summer 
of 1919. These women, and other 
Farmerettes around the country, 
inspired Hollywood films, poems, 
songs and plays. This lecture is given 
by Anna Keifer, who holds an master’s 
of arts in early American history from 
the University of New Hampshire 
and serves as an adjunct instructor 
at Lord Fairfax Community College. 
Tickets for a single lecture are $10 
and a ticket for all three is available 
for $25. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov 

MARCH 23

8TH ANNUAL MARCH150 
ART PARTY Target Gallery’s 
popular annual exhibition and 

art sale, March150, returns! The 
March150 Art Party, presented by 
the Factory Society, is the closing 
reception for Target Gallery’s March 
150 Special Exhibition and Art 
Sale, where all remaining artwork 
is discounted to just $100. All 
artwork sales support artist stipends 
for future special exhibitions and 
programs at the Target Gallery and 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center. 
Join the Torpedo Factory for a lively 
evening featuring a special menu of 
hors d’oeuvres provided by Catering 
by Seasons, a wine bar sponsored 
by Sonoma Cellar, fun hands-
on art activities with the Mobile 
Art Lab, a green-screen photo 
station provided by the American 
Geosciences Institute, live music set 
with DJ VicoVibez, and more. Awards 
selected by The Factory Society, The 
Art League and the Torpedo Factory 
Artists Association will be presented 
at 9 p.m., as well as the People’s 
Choice Award. Purchased artwork can 
be picked up the night of the event. 
Admission to the event is $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center’s Target Gallery, 105 N. Union 
St.
Information: torpedofactory.org/
event/march150-8th-annual-special-
exhibition-art-sale 

MARCH 24

WOMEN’S CIVIL WAR DAY 
In celebration of Women’s History 
Month, civilian interpreters portray 
the dress, skills and contributions of 
women during the Civil War. Learn 
about quilting and making items 
for soldier relief efforts, the typical 
clothing and clothing accessories 
of the time, the roles women played 
in camp, as well as more about the 
women who fought on the battlefield. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

WORLD DAY OF PUPPETRY 
The National Capital Puppetry 
Guild, in collaboration with the 
Office of the Arts, presents the 2nd 
annual “Celebrate the World Day of 
Puppetry.” The World Day of Puppetry 
will offer family-oriented puppet 
performances, hands-on workshops, 
exhibits and sales tables. Nine 
puppetry performances will feature 
Bob Brown Puppets, Dinorock, Silly 
Goose and Val, Goodlife Theater and 
more. Admission tickets are $5 per 
person.  
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Dr. Oswald Durant 
Memorial Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565 
 
2018 NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
HOUSING EXPO Free and open to 
the public, this expo features dozens 
of exhibits and workshops that will 
provide all the information needed 
to rent an apartment or purchase a 
first home. The event is hosted by 
First Home Alliance in cooperation 

with Virginia Housing Development 
Authority and representatives from 
Fairfax, Arlington, Prince William 
and Loudoun counties, the cities of 
Alexandria and Falls Church, as well 
as the town of Herndon.  
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington Middle 
School, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.novahousingexpo.
org

MARCH 25

MAD SCIENCE AT THE 
APOTHECARY MUSEUM What 
do super heroes, crazy animals, 
and explosions have in common? A 
mad scientist probably made them. 
Come to the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum to explore where 
real science and mad science collide. 
The museum’s 45-minute tours 
start every 30 minutes and feature 
historic medicines with surprising side 
effects. Upstairs, meet the museum’s 
very own mad scientist bringing to 
life some crazy concoctions and 
the science behind them. Girl Scout 
and Boy Scout groups welcome – 
the program almost completes the 
Brownie Home Scientist badge. 
Troops must have two adults; max. 
of 16 people per group. All sales are 
final.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 105 to 107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

MARCH 26

MEET WITH THE MAYOR Mayor 
Allison Silberberg hosts her first 
monthly "Meet with the Mayor." No 
appointment is required, but is it is 
first come, first served. The mayor 
will meet with each resident for 10 
minutes about any issue or idea they 
would like to discuss. 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon
Location: City Hall, 301 King St. 
(Mayoral Office – second floor)
Information: www.allisonsilberberg.
com

MARCH 30 – APRIL 1

19TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG 
HUNT AT LEE-FENDALL HOUSE 
The Lee-Fendall House 19th 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt returns to 
Alexandria between March 30 and 
April 1. Once again, the museum’s 
garden will be filled with hundreds of 
colorful toy-filled Easter eggs. Other 
activities include games, crafts, 
temporary tattoos, refreshments, 
and photos with the Easter Bunny. 
Every participating child will receive 
an easter egg. Each session has 
two prize eggs. The event costs $12 
for children aged 1 to 18 and $5 
for adults. Infants are free with an 
advanced ticket.
Time: 3 p.m. on March 30; 10:30 
a.m. on March 31; 12:30 p.m. on 
April 1
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789
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LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative re-
view and approval.

For information about this appli-
cation or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandri-
ava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2018-0023
309 S. Washington Street – 
Proposed Business: massage 
establishment
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate a 
massage establishment; zoned 
CD/Commercial Downtown
APPLICANT: Jeanette Eaglin
PLANNER: Femi Adelakun – 
femi.adelakun@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zon-
ing.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zon-
ing staff at 703.746.4666 or email 

the planner listed no later than 
April 5, 2018

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, March 28, 2018 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, on the sec-
ond floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR #2016-00406
Request for revisions to previ-
ously approved plans for new 
construction at 699 N Patrick 
Street Applicant: VHD, LLC 

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets. 

AT&T MOBILITY, LLC is 
proposing to modify an existing 
wireless telecommunications 
facility on an existing building 

located at 3541 West Braddock 
Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  The 
modifications will consist of the 
replacement of antennas at a tip 
height of +/- 81 feet and +/- 72 
feet above grade on the +/- 72.5-
foot building. Any interested par-
ty wishing to submit comments 
regarding the potential effects 
the proposed facility may have 
on any historic property may do 
so by sending such comments to: 
Project 6118000900 - MKB EBI 
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna 
Trail South, York, PA 17403, or 
via telephone at (717) 472-3070.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & EVIRON-

MENTAL POLICY COMMIS-
SION JOINT WORK SESSION

The Alexandria Planning Com-
mission and Environmental 
Policy Commission will hold a 
joint work session on the date and 
time listed below to discuss the 
Environmental Action Plan. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

SISTER CITIES CONFERENCE 
ROOM, 1101

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Classifieds
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

superintendent, told press 
afterward. 

The officer has been 
with the Alexandria Police 
Department for five years. 
He has been placed on ad-
ministrative leave while 
police investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the incident, according to 
the release. In addition to 
other security personnel, 
both George Washington 
and Francis C. Hammond 
Middle Schools have one 
armed SRO, while T.C. Wil-
liams High School has two. 

APD spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said the police de-
partment would release ad-
ditional information about 
the incident when the in-
vestigation was closed. 

Berlin said she could not 

say where in the school the 
SRO’s office was, as it is 
part of the active investiga-
tion. She did say, however, 
that the shot was not heard 
throughout the school. 

“Quite honestly, we are 
not seeing big reactions 
because most of the school 
really didn’t know what oc-
curred,” Berlin said.

Shortly after ACPS ad-
ministration was informed 

of the incident, they sent a 
notice to the school com-
munity that an incident had 
occurred and police were 
fully investigating it, Berlin 
said.

“We talked with stu-
dents and with staff. We 
talked with students in an 
age appropriate way, and 
let them know that we had 
support on hand should 
they need that,” she said.

“Given the events in 
Parkland, Florida, and the 
events over the past year 
– 18 shootings is just un-
fathomable – so of course 
there’s heightened con-
cern,” Berlin said. “If this 
can happen with a trained 
police officer, this is why 
we don’t need to arm teach-
ers.”

-mschrott@
alextimes.com
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and the families of several 
presidents, including Pres-
ident George H.W. Bush, 
were all guests throughout 
the years, the Bergamins 
said. Journalists and ce-
lebrities would also stop in 
from time to time.

When Bergamin retired 
in 1998, then-Mayor Ker-
ry Donley presented Lucio 
Bergamin with a key to 
the city. The Bergamins 
said the honor represented 
how far the restaurant had 
come from its humble be-
ginnings.

“The whole part of King 
Street west of Washing-
ton Street was a no man’s 
land. There were boarded 
up buildings. … It wasn’t a 
very nice area. Lucio was a 
pioneer, planting the flag 

for white tabletop dining. 
He was rewarded by peo-
ple really liking it. It was 
a catalyst for that whole 
part of King Street,” Jane 
Bergamin said. 

Lucio Bergamin said, 
though he’s sad about the 
sale, he will remember his 
years at the restaurant as 
some of his happiest. 

“I feel very sorry for 
Troy [Clayton] and for the 
customers. If I look at my-
self, I had a tremendous 
adventure. It was not easy, 
it was a lot of time to spend 
there and to sacrifice, but 
I achieved what other peo-
ple don’t in this part of 
the world,” Lucio Bergam-
in said. “I’m very happy, 
though it’s an unfortunate 
thing.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
George Washington Middle 
School in Del Ray. 

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
I read the front-page article in the 

March 1 Alexandria Times, “Council-
ors mull affordable housing set-aside,” 
with interest. The article talked about 
how the council is looking at five op-
tions to help with this city’s growing 
affordable housing crisis.  

In the article, five options were laid 
out. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I 
saw that two of the options receiving 
strong consideration were raising prop-
erty and/or personal property taxes. Is 
that what a couple of council mem-
bers meant by a “predictable” funding 
stream? 

So you want to raise property taxes, 
and the car personal property tax, in 
order to make housing more affordable 
for us? Really?  

For a lot of people, a car is not a luxu-
ry – only the more wealthy folks among 
us can afford to live within walking 
distance of a Metro station. And as ex-
pensive as the Metro is, it is more so 

when you add the bus fare to get to the 
station. A car means being able to go 
into work on short notice when a co-
worker calls off or extra help is needed, 
even at odd hours.

For people who work as tradespeo-
ple, like my neighbor who is a handy-
man, a van is not a luxury.

Don’t higher property taxes get 
passed on to renters too?

Making the cost of living here even 
more costly will not help the affordable 
housing crisis.  

Every time you rezone to lure fan-
cy high-end and density development, 
you displace way more people than 
your token set-asides cover  – like with 
the Beauregard Plan.  Government-run 
“affordable housing” set-asides are a 
fig leaf as you help richer developers 
get richer.  

Wow – you folks really don’t get it.
-Julie Meynick,

Alexandria

Raising taxes will make Alexan-
dria’s housing less affordable

Public safety is the first function of government at every 
level. This necessity stems from the fact that, without protec-
tion, we live in a Hobbesian world that is “nasty, brutish and 
short.” At the federal level, we need armed military forces and 
intelligence services. At the local level, we need police, fire and 
EMT personnel – before anything else.

Protection, and fairly compensating those who protect us, 
has to be the first priority for any city budget. Like so many 
infrastructure items that were kicked down the road, so too 
has our city long lagged behind in adequately compensating its 
police, fire and EMT personnel. It would be nice to fully fund 
every item that Alexandria City Public Schools, Parks and Rec-
reation and other city departments ask for.

But it is essential that we pay our police, fire and EMT work-
ers wages that are fair and that keep them from departing for 
other jurisdictions. It’s extraordinarily short-sighted to be at 
the bottom of our region in compensation for public safety em-
ployees. That leaves us in the position of serving as a trainer of 
officers, who, just as they become proficient in their jobs, leave 
us for literally greener pastures.

We have several takeaways from the current funding level in 
City Manager Mark Jinks’ budget and the way this budget cycle 
is playing out. 

The cynical take is that this was a calculated shorting of 
public safety dollars in the budget, with a predictable outcry 
from public safety personnel and the public for more funding. 
With the budget set, the most likely way to meet this demand 
would be to – you guessed it – go ahead and raise the tax rate 
even though the city manager’s budget does not call for an in-
crease. 

We say this because, other than Mayor Allison Silberberg, no 
one presents deletes during the add/delete portion of the bud-
get process – we seem to be an add-only city. Council is about to 
set the range of possible tax rates for the FY2019 budget. This 
protest by public safety officers gives them election-year cover 
to bump up the top end of that range.

The second takeaway is that we need to become much more 
serious about generating cost savings in our budgets and build-
ing projects. For starters, we need to have at least bi-annual 
actual full audits of our entire city and school budgets, rather 
than the “auditing of processes” that take place. 

The joint city-schools task force that spent money on out-
side consultants and was tasked with prioritizing capital im-
provement projects did not present concrete solutions on how 
to prevent the multi-million dollar cost overruns on future con-
struction projects that are the norm in Alexandria. From Jeffer-
son-Houston School to the Charles Houston recreation center 
to the new police headquarters, Alexandria has a long and sad 
history of excessive cost overruns on building projects. This has 
to be corrected, because money wasted on construction proj-
ects is money not available for police officers and firefighters. 

So, our public safety officers need to be better paid. How to 
do so is the dilemma.

Public safety 
must come first
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My View |  Allison Silberberg

Last month, Parkland, Florida, be-
came the most recent city to experi-
ence the horror of a mass school shoot-
ing. Seventeen people were gunned 
down, with as many more in-
jured, at the hands of an an-
gry young man toting an AR-
15 semi-automatic rifle. 

Of course, this type of 
event has become all too fa-
miliar to Americans. Since 
the Columbine High School 
shooting in Colorado in 
1999, approximately 80 mass 
shootings have been recorded in the 
United States. This number does not 
include events in which no one other 
than the shooter was killed; for in-
stance, the Simpson Field shooting 
that occurred in Alexandria last sum-
mer is not included in the total cited 
above because only the gunman per-
ished during the attack.

In the weeks since the Parkland 
tragedy, I have been contacted by a 
number of citizens asking questions 
that fall into two categories: 1) What 
Virginia laws address the possession 
or use of firearms? and 2) What local 
ordinances might the city enact to at-
tempt to address the issue and hope-
fully prevent a similar occurrence in 
Alexandria? Because my response to 
these questions is somewhat lengthy, 
it will be necessary to stretch it into 
two separate editions of my column.

I must digress to make an import-
ant note. I am the commonwealth’s 
attorney, meaning that I am the city’s 
criminal prosecutor, and my office 
has little responsibility in the world 
of civil law. The city attorney, on the 
other hand, is a separate entity that 
is responsible for representing the 
city in civil litigation and for advising 
the city manager and council on legal 
matters. This means that the second 
query, regarding the authority of the 
city to enact local ordinances, is out-
side my area of expertise. However, 
since the question is easily answered, 
I will endeavor to address it as well. 

In 2008, the U. S. Supreme Court 

decided the case of “District of Colum-
bia v. Heller.” The holding of the case 
was clear: the Second Amendment to 
the Bill of Rights enshrines a person-

al right to purchase, possess 
and use firearms for lawful 
purposes. However, the Court 
also held that this personal 
right is not unlimited, and 
may be lawfully regulated by 
the states in an effort to pro-
mote the safety of the popu-
lace.

Virginia has several stat-
utes regulating the personal right to 
possess firearms. Background checks 
are required for gun purchases from 
commercial firearms dealers, although 
a sale between two private citizens is 
exempt from this requirement. People 
who have been convicted of a felony 
crime, people who have been invol-
untarily admitted to a mental facility 
and people who have been found not 
guilty of a criminal offense by reason 
of insanity are generally prohibited 
from purchasing or possessing a gun.

The carrying of a concealed fire-
arm is prohibited, with an exception 
included in the code for a citizen who 
procures a concealed weapon permit. 
Citizens are sometimes surprised to 
learn that the open carry of a firearm 
is unregulated; any adult not other-
wise disabled from possessing a gun 
may strap a pistol to his belt or a ri-
fle to his back and stroll down King 
Street. 

The state code does prohibit a per-
son from openly carrying two types 
of firearms in the city, if loaded: a 
semi-automatic weapon with a maga-
zine capable of carrying more than 20 
rounds and a “streetsweeper” shotgun. 
Sawed-off shotguns and fully automat-
ic weapons are also regulated by spe-
cific sections of the code and generally 
cannot be carried in public places. 

Private business owners may, at 
their discretion, forbid the carrying 
of firearms on their property, and 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

BRYAN PORTER

What Alexandria can and 
can’t do about guns
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Just over two years ago, I became 
mayor of Alexandria. As a candi-
date, I shared with you my vision 
for Alexandria, and I have stayed 
true to that vision. I am proud of my 
record of leadership. 

In the past two years, together, 
we have:

• Tackled head-on a range of 
environmental and infrastruc-
ture issues that have festered for 
years and even decades, includ-
ing our combined sewer outfalls.
• Approved two 
new schools in one 
year – a first for 
Alexandria, and we 
have increased sig-
nificantly the city’s 
budget commit-
ment to our schools, 
as never before.
• Approved afford-
able and workforce 
housing projects throughout our 
city, including: Ramsey Homes, 
the St. James and the Church of 
the Resurrection.
• Repaved more than 130 lane 
miles of streets with more to 
come.
• Maintained Alexandria’s AAA 
bond rating, and I fought for re-
sponsible fiscal management to 
avoid placing an undue burden 
on our taxpayers.
• As promised, I initiated an 
ethics reform to increase trans-
parency and trust in local gov-
ernment.
• I have championed civic en-
gagement and fought hard for 
the open mic tradition, which 
had been a staple of city hall for 
more than 40 years without re-
striction.
•  I initiated and drafted coun-
cil’s Statement on Inclusiveness, 
which is now posted across our 
city as a commitment to all our 
residents.
•  I successfully fought against 
the Old Town BID tax, which 
was opposed by most local busi-
nesses.
As a total environmentalist, I 

became one of the Climate Mayors 
and pushed for the city to commit 
to the goal of using 100 percent re-

newable energy and have pushed to 
increase our tree canopy.

As in 2015, you have a choice to 
make about the future of our city, 
and it will come down to a differ-
ence in vision. I am fighting for a 
livable Alexandria, and I will con-
tinue to fight for your quality of life.

First and foremost, we’re a city 
of great neighborhoods. I will con-
tinue to pursue thoughtful, appro-
priate development that fits in, is 
to scale and protects our neighbor-

hoods. Some recent ex-
amples of my fight for 
neighbors and neigh-
borhoods are Potomac 
Yard and the Karig Es-
tates.

Second, I will con-
tinue to focus on grow-
ing our commercial tax 
base in a balanced way 
with a staunch com-

mitment to economic sustainability 
and fiscal responsibility. We need 
to diversify our economy so we are 
not so tied to the ups and downs of 
federal spending. We need to con-
tinue to shift toward being a center 
for innovation, focusing on science, 
research and health tech.

Third, I will continue to push 
for academic excellence and greater 
capacity in our schools. Our schools 
and our city are intertwined in one 
ecosystem, and we must continue 
to foster collaboration and coopera-
tion. I propose that when a student 
graduates from T. C. Williams, he or 
she should be encouraged to have a 
plan of action to go to a four-year 
college, community college, the 
Armed Forces or a trade.

Fourth, I will continue to fight 
for more affordable and workforce 
housing. I fully support increasing 
dedicated funding for affordable 
housing, and I am proud that I led 
the effort to reinstate the set aside 
for the affordable housing fund in 
2013 after it was removed.

Fifth, I will continue to fight 
for more open space, environmen-
tal protections and tree canopy. In 
2013, I was the only council mem-
ber to support keeping dedicated  

Why I’m running for re-election
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ALLISON SILBERBERG
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To the editor:
Just when one thought the 

community engagement pro-
cess had reached a new low 
in transparency and objec-
tivity with the Patrick Henry 
project, we now have the T.C. 
Williams stadium modern-
ization project as a clear cut 
debacle winner. 

At the most recent com-
munity meeting anyone 
wishing to speak affirma-
tively about the stadium 
project was allowed time 
to express their opinions in 
public, while those who had 
questions or issues with the 
project were told that they 
would be seen sometime lat-
er in a private meeting to ad-
dress neighborhood concerns 
– a rather disturbing turn in 
community dialogue. Even 
more disturbing was the fact 
that at this private meeting 
the school board chair and 
vice chair were told not to 
answer questions and spent 
the entire meeting taking 
notes while deferring ques-
tions. 

Are these not our elected 
officials? Is it not their role 
to discuss issues of impor-
tance related to the school 
matters with the residents 
who finance the schools and 
as such why were they ad-
vised not to fulfill their duty 
as school board members? 
Who made that decision — 
the school board or city at-
torney? If so, why? What are 
they hiding and what were 
they afraid of? Here are a few 
possibilities:

• This entire stadium 
modernization project from 
2013 to the present has been 
not only inept but blatantly 

dishonest: No Musco lighting 
experts have been present 
at any community meeting 
to explain the stadium light 
plan and its impact. The 
school board and facilities 
department have failed to 
perform an onsite sound re-
port from any football game 
to ascertain noise levels, nor 
has there been any traffic 
study performed.

 • The school board issued 
three feasibility reports in 
2014 and in a bait and switch 
only one was delivered to 
the citizenry with the specs 
doctored in order to make a 
case for lights at 80-90 feet. 
However, due to city zon-
ing regulations the school 
board recently did an about 
face and switched to 60-foot 
lights which will produce 
intense glare and light spill-
age due to the inability to 
adequately focus the light 
source at 60 feet. At 60 feet 
the field will be dangerous to 
play on – based upon this ex-
cessive glare, which has been 
fully acknowledged and doc-
umented by the facilities de-
partment. And yet the proj-
ect moves forward. 

• In another recent lame 
attempt to bypass the 60-foot 
light condition, the facilities 
department now states that 
a 60-foot pole is a structure 
while the 15-foot light is not, 
nor is the 12-foot founda-
tion a structure — thereby 
arriving at an 87-foot light 
apparatus which is measured 
as a 60-foot pole only. They 
intend for this apparatus to 
comply with a zoning regula-
tion of 60 feet and have the 
efficiency of an 87-foot light.

 • Finally, there has been 

an intentional denial of the 
existence of DSUP-85, which 
states unconditionally “no 
lights for the stadium field.” 
All of the above are bla-
tant attempts as one school 
faculty member stated “to 
shove this project down the 
citizens’ throats” regardless 
of safety and zoning regula-
tions.

Stadium lights at T.C. 
Williams have been banned 
since the mid 1960s, the re-
sult of a promise made to 
the Woods neighborhood 
by the city, a payback af-
ter the city’s use of eminent 
domain during a time of ur-
ban renewal to acquire the 
Woods property and build a 
new high school. The city re-
named the area “Mudtown” 
in order to devalue the prop-
erty values  – purchasing 
these properties for pennies 
on the dollar.

In the end the city, in an 
agreement with the Woods 
neighborhood, agreed nev-
er to violate their right to a 
tranquil existence – and so 
the promise never to light 
the stadium was born. This 
ban on stadium lights was 
reconfirmed in 2008 after 
the high school was fin-
ished and again in 2013 with 
tennis court construction. 
The history of the Woods 
neighborhood and the DSUP 
agreement has been ignored 
in all of the modernization 
meetings. 

In 2004, the city and 
school board came to the 
neighbors with a plan to 
build a much larger school. 
The school board had the 
option to place the stadi-
um field in the front of the 

school – which would sup-
port a lighted field. Instead, 
they chose to place the field 
in the rear, abutting the 
neighborhoods. In response 
to this choice, the DSUP-85 
document was developed to 
protect the neighborhood, 
prohibiting any lighting in 
the stadium area due to the 
diminutive size of the field 
and its very close proxim-
ity to the adjoining neigh-
borhood. Let me be clear: 
this document states no 
conditions for amending 
the DSUP. The DSUP-85 
was a condition allowing 
the school to be built. The 
school would not have been 
built to size without con-
dition 85. These issues are 
never broached at the mod-
ernization meetings.                                                                                                                             

The stadium complex is 
too small, fewer than the 25 
acres the state recommends 
for a high school. The neigh-
bors’ property lines at cer-
tain points on the field are 
as close as 35 feet – versus 
the 150 foot setback rule in 
Fairfax County. The current 
snack bar, shed and restroom 
are located 29 feet from the 
property line. They need to 
be moved to another location 
remote from the neighbor-
hood. 

All area fields with lights 
have been in existence for 
more than 50 years — York-
town, Washington-Lee, 
Wakefield, Hayfield, Edison, 
etc.  They were included in 
the schools’  first footprint, 
meaning anyone buying land 
or building a house knew 
that nighttime sports activi-
ty was a given. In the unique 
case of T.C. Williams, the 

neighborhoods were present 
before the school — and no 
nighttime sports activities 
were allowed because the 
field was too small and the 
neighborhood footprint pre-
dominates.

The new “City Advisory 
Board” recently stated “there 
can never be just one option” 
— multiple options are used 
in successful projects. What 
has been offered here clear-
ly will not work. With the 
possibility of two additional 
high schools there must be a 
clear-cut plan as to where to 
place the city stadium. There 
are other options: George 
Washington Middle School, 
where in 1965 Joe Namath 
made his debut with the New 
York Jets vs. Houston Oil-
ers in a 15,000 seat stadium 
exhibition game, has an ex-
cellent commercial location 
complete with Metro, and 
would enhance the business-
es  on Mt. Vernon Avenue. 

Whittier Field is margin-
ally used and in an excellent 
commercial location. And 
the Eisenhower and Camer-
on area home of the water-
park where a city wide sports 
complex, Hensley Park, was 
proposed but never acted 
upon – is another possibility 
for a stadium and fields. 

The failure of the school 
board et. al. to retreat from 
this plan to light the T.C. 
Williams stadium has forced 
the Woods neighborhood to 
secure the services of the 
Akin-Gump law firm to de-
fend their rights, as truly this 
is a case of “government gone 
bad.”

-William Goff,
Alexandria

Lights at T.C. Williams stadium unacceptable breach of trust

the possession of any gun 
on school grounds is strict-
ly prohibited, although 
some exceptions exist: a 
concealed weapons permit 

holder may lawfully possess 
a gun in a school parking lot, 
and security personnel with 
firearms training are like-
wise exempt.  

It is impossible to give a 
detailed synopsis of the per-

tinent Virginia law in this 
space, and there are other 
relevant portions of the code 
that address firearms. How-
ever, the sections related 
above are the ones most fre-
quently asked about. 

Next month, I will ad-
dress the second question 
regarding the city’s ability to 
regulate firearms. For now, 
a short answer will suffice: 
because of a legal doctrine 
known as the ‘Dillon Rule,’ 

the city is basically prohib-
ited from enacting local gun 
legislation.

Bryan Porter is the  
Commonwealth’s  

Attorney for Alexandria.
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Last Week
Have you or anyone in your 
family ever been treated at 
Inova Alexandria hospital?
82% Yes 
18% No

This Week 
Do you think city council should bring public safety salaries into line 
with surrounding jurisdictions?
A) Yes, raise taxes to pay public safety officers more
B) Yes, cut elsewhere in the budget to pay public safety officers more
C) Yes, introduce hotel tax earmarked for public safety officer 
compensation
D) No, salaries are fine as they are 
E) I'm not sure F) Other

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

In the early 1900s, women in upper 
class families were known for taking up 
causes that they believed would ben-
efit the common good. In Alexandria, 
Rebecca Ramsey Reese embodied this 
spirit as a prominent activist in histor-
ic preservation. While the newspapers 
provide only occasional glimpses into 
Reese’s life, her efforts touched many 
of the historic buildings tourists are 
drawn to today: 

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, the Sta-
bler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 
Ramsey House, Christ Church and the 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House.

Reese used her influence in her so-
cial circles and organizations, espe-
cially the Mount Vernon Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
and the Alexandria Garden Club, to 
raise awareness and money for preser-
vation projects around Alexandria. Her 
efforts allowed the American Legion 
Post 24, which had purchased Gadsby’s 
Tavern just before the Great Depres-
sion, to complete the restoration of the 
1792 tavern.  

Not only did Reese help raise money, 

but she also personally oversaw the res-
toration effort. Reese corresponded with 
Milton Grigg, an architect best known 

for his restoration work at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg and Monticello. She was de-
termined to accurately restore the build-
ing. She walked to the tavern from her 
nearby home multiple times a day to per-
sonally oversee the workmen. The post-
card depicted to the left shows a portion 
of the reproduced ballroom woodwork 
Reese meticulously oversaw.

As quoted in the Washington Evening 
Star newspaper, she believed “Alexandria 
must maintain its historic landmarks if it 
is to retain its character … [and not] be-
come a mere suburb of Washington.”  In 
the final years of her life, she advocated 
for permanent protections of the historic 
character of the city. 

This resulted in the creation of the 
Old and Historic Alexandria District in 
1946, which codified protections of his-
toric buildings by the Board of Archi-
tectural Review. Reese, recognized as a 
prominent local preservationist, served 
on the board from 1946 until she died 
in 1955. 

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria. 

Reese led early preservation efforts

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ALEXANDRIA  
LIBRARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS.  

funding for the open space fund. I will 
work to reinstate dedicated funding for 
open space, and we should set a new goal 
of acreage to save.

Sixth, historic preservation is a core 
value of our city, and I will never sell our 
city hall building. I will continue to fight 
to preserve our historic districts for gen-
erations to come.

Seventh, I will continue to advocate 
for more ethics reform. Following the lead 

of the federal government, I will push to 
adopt revolving door restrictions to limit 
lobbying of city elected officials and staff 
by former elected officials.

Finally, I will continue to fight for 
meaningful civic participation and to cre-
ate opportunities to form alliances, as I 
have done by establishing the Senior Ad-
vocacy Roundtable and the Clergy Council.

In addition to my monthly coffees 
known as “Mayor on Your Corner,” I will 
be starting a new tradition called “Meet 
with the Mayor” by inviting the public to 

meet with me at the mayoral office once a 
month.  Each person will have 10 minutes 
to discuss any idea or concern regarding 
our city. No appointment necessary. The 
first will be on Monday, March 26, from 8 
a.m. to 12 noon.

In two short years, we have made 
significant progress. The choice is clear. 
With me, you know your voice will be 
heard, because as I have often stated, city 
hall is not separate from the people. City 
hall is the people.

I ask for your vote on June 12.
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Weekly Words

48. Browse online stores
50. Injured in a bull attack
51. Sir Edward of brass band music
53. Part of 115-Across
54. Great at gymnastics
57. ___ Rica
58. Type of exercise
59. Place down, as tile
65. Restrain oneself
67. A-list group
70. Small landmass
72. Places or shows, really
73. Hawaiian island
75. Painful type of tunnel
76. Says things
77. Looked carefully
78. Two-cupped top
79. Craziest
81. Subway barrier
83. Like some vines
84. Use a sword
85. Rank above viscount
86. Gunner's need
88. Toluca snack

92. Kilkenny boys
93. Mini guitars
94. Hardest to collect
95. Weak cry for attention?
101. Sewer worker of early TV
103. Hercules' dozen
105. Large herringlike fish
108. According to
109. Dry or baked stuff
111. Matter forms with no shape
112. Overweight
114. Angler's assortment
115. Until
116. Give a high-five
117. Merchant's attraction
119. Tobacco-curing chamber
121. Does a daily duty
123. Trigonometry wave
124. Huffy state
125. Breakfast course
127. Boise-to-Bismarck dir.
128. Before-long link
129. Thing to do in Colorado

IT'S HOT IN HERE By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Critter
7. Dinero no more
13. Playwright Sam
20. Cook's reference
21. Not on the level?
22. Nicaragua's capital
23. Five hot words
26. Gifted one?
27. Typical
28. "Gilligan's Island" buildings
29. Simple vessel
30. Repair argyles
32. Well's duo
34. Really irk
36. "___ Lobo" (John Wayne film)
39. Focuses of power
41. Safecracker of slang
43. Sound starter
47. Feathered Australians
49. Just a hint of hue
52. "All hail" recipient
55. "1,001 Nights" bird
56. Four hot words
60. Icy home
61. Try to persuade
62. First name in jeans
63. One spot for the masses?
64. Bimonthly tides
65. Bleak, in poetry
66. One with an easy life?
68. All toweled off
69. Knotted dresswear

71. Whimsically comic
74. Skinny fish
75. Mug, essentially
78. Some opera singers
80. "No one is better," e.g.
82. Plenty angry
84. Affix a brand on
87. Useless cotton fragments
89. Ain't the right way?
90. Sweet cake
91. Four hot words
96. A limb
97. "Sic 'em!"
98. "___ Marner"
99. Agile on the sea
100. "Strawberry" hair color
102. 12/25 season
104. While stick-on
106. Absorbed acid
107. Missouri river
110. A powdery starch
113. "... and other names," briefly
115. Former USA rival
118. "I've been better"
120. "___ in Toyland"
122. Charlotte ___ (rich dessert)
126. Four hot words
130. Like hawks
131. Aching more than all others
132. Chekov portrayer Walter
133. Kitchen utensils
134. Bandies
135. Itty-bitty map parts

DOWN
1.Lacking sufficient rainfall
2. Dreaded emperor
3. Little arrow's target
4. Toiled like the seven dwarfs
5. Attorney's filing
6. Grass field
7. Sets in a place
8. Happen afterwards
9. Calyx former
10. How demons operate
11. X, in old Rome
12. Looped cross symbol
13. Beat up, biblically
14. Possessed, biblically
15. Brown-nosed twins?
16. Cop's job
17. Arroyo fill
18. "Dennis the Menace" pooch
19. Out there, so to speak
24. Papal ambassador
25. More like a Western character
31. David Lee with the pipes
33. Faith-filled faction
35. Gang's "home"
36. Twine up again
37. Copier component
38. Cost
40. Bring upon oneself
42. Scottish native
44. 87-Across snagger
45. "Glengarry Glen ___"
46. Tooth hurt

DEATH NOTICES
NOAIL P. BROOKS (62), of Alexandria, Feb. 23, 2018

VIVIAN E. BUC (62), of Alexandria, March 11, 2018

JOSEPH E. DEAN (60), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 7, 2018

TERENCE HANNA (79), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 5, 2018

ROBERT J. KELLER, of Alexandria, Feb. 25, 2018

BETTYLEA C. KELLEY (88), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 5, 2018

THOMAS P. KNOERNSCHILD (58), of Alexandria, 
Feb. 28, 2018

ELLEN “POLLY” MCDONALD (84), formerly of 
Alexandria, March 11, 2018

MARY A. O’BRIEN (86), of Alexandria, Feb. 5, 2018
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ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION &  
CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 2018

The items described below will 
be heard by the Planning Com-
mission and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on 
a consent calendar.  A consent 
item will be approved at the be-
ginning of the meeting without 
discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered sepa-
rately.  The Planning Commis-
sion reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing 
to a future date.   For further 
information, call the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning 
at 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUN-
CIL 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018
9:30 AM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Advisory recommendations to 
the City Manager, under Section 
6.14 of the City Charter, regard-
ing the Capital Improvement 
Program. Staff: City of Alexan-
dria - Office of Management and 
Budget

Special Use Permit #2018-0002 
4536 - 4598 Eisenhower Avenue 
(parcel address: 4536 Eisenhower 
Avenue) - Umbrella Special Use 
Permit
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request to amend 
SUP (#2011-0082) to extend the 
SUP expiration date; zoned: 
OCM(100)/Office Commercial 
Medium. Applicant: Claremont 
Investors, LLC, represented by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Special Use Permit #2018-0006
2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Unit 
1C - Dunkin Donuts

Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request to amend SUP 
#2018-0004 for additional hours; 
zoned: CDD #2/ Coordinated 
Development District #2. Appli-
cant: DVA Eisenhower - 2415, 
LLC 

Special Use Permit #2018-0007
6 Prince Street - Misha’s Coffee 
House
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request to operate a 
restaurant; zoned: W-1/Water-
front Mixed-Use. Applicant: 
Misha’s at Six Prince, Inc., 
represented by Mary Catherine 
Gibbs, attorney

Special Use Permit #2018-0008
105 Uhler Terrace
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request to construct 
a single-family dwelling on 
an undeveloped substandard 
lot. Public hearing and con-
sideration of a request to allow 
additional height pursuant to 
section 7-2502 (B) of the Zoning 
Ordinance for the construction 
of a residential building. The 
final decision on this special 
use permit for additional height 
will be made by the Planning 
Commission pursuant to the 
process and standards provided 
in Section 7-2502(B) unless any 
person files a request for a City 
Council hearing on this matter 
within five days of the Planning 
Commission’s action.  If no such 
request is made, the Special Use 
Permit for additional height will 
be removed from the April 14, 
2018 City Council docket; zoned: 
R-8/Residential Single-family. 
Applicant: Uhler Terrace, LLC

Special Use Permit #2018-0015
333 John Carlyle Street
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request to amend SUP 
#2015-0074 to permit office use 
within a specifically designated 
location on the ground floor of 

the building located at 333 John 
Carlyle Street, Carlyle Block C; 
zoned: CDD #1/Coordinated De-
velopment District #1. Applicant: 
1900 Duke Street LP, represented 
by Kenneth Wire, attorney

Rezoning #2018-0001
Text Amendment #2018-0002
Old Town North Arts and Cul-
tural District
(A) Initiation of a Map Amend-
ment; (B) Public hearing and 
consideration of an amendment 
to the City of Alexandria’s offi-
cial zoning map to add the Old 
Town North Arts and Cultural 
District Overlay, which covers 
portions of N. Fairfax, Mont-
gomery, Madison, First, N. Saint 
Asaph, N. Pitt, N. Royal, Third, 
and N. Washington Streets and 
Canal Center, more particular-
ly shown in Figure 2.04 of the 
Old Town North Small Area 
Plan and depicted as “Required 
or Optional Retail or Arts and 
Cultural Uses”; (C) initiation of 
a Text Amendment; and (D) a 
Text Amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance to add section 6-900 
regarding Old Town North Arts 
and Cultural District.. Staff: City 
of Alexandria Department of 
Planning & Zoning

Master Plan Amendment 
#2017-0007
Rezoning #2017-0004
Development Special Use Per-
mit #2017-0011
Special Use Permit #2017-0112
Transportation SUP #2017-
0113
Encroachment #2017-0006
901 and 901 A North Fairfax 
Street - Crowne Plaza Redevel-
opment
Public hearing and consider-
ation of requests for: (A) a res-
olution to amend the Old Town 
North Small Area Plan chapter 
of the Master Plan to amend the 
height map to allow for 142 feet 

in building height; (B) amend-
ment to the official zoning map 
to change the zone at 901 and 
901A North Fairfax Street from 
OCM(50) to CRMU-X; (C) a 
Development Special Use Permit 
and site plan with modifica-
tions to construct multifamily 
dwellings, including special use 
permit requests to increase the 
floor area ratio from 1.5 to 2.5 
in the CRMU-X zone and to 
utilize the 30 percent density 
bonus for art-related uses in Old 
Town North; (D) a Special Use 
Permit for a theater (amusement 
enterprise); (E) a Special Use 
Permit for a Transportation 
Management Plan; and (F) an 
Encroachment into the public 
right-of-way for the landings and 
stairs for three townhouses and 
the trail overlook terrace; zoned: 
OCM(50) / Office Commercial 
Medium. Applicant: CP Alexan-
dria Owner LLC, represented by 
Kenneth Wire, attorney

THE FOLLOWING CASES 
WILL BE HEARD BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
ONLY AND BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL ONLY UPON AP-
PEAL:

Subdivision #2018-0001
1500, 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 
2000 North Beauregard Street
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request for a Subdivi-
sion to subdivide one lot into six; 
zoned: CDD #21/Coordinated 
Development District #21. Ap-
plicants: 1500 Beauregard, LLC, 
1600 Beauregard, LLC, US Bank 
National Association, As Trustee 
for the Registered Holders of 
J.P. Morgan Chase Commercial 
Mortgage Securities Trust 2007-
LDP10, Commercial Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, Series 
2007-LDP10 C-III Asset Man-
agement LLC, 1800 Beauregard, 
LLC, 1900 Beauregard, LLC, 

2000 Beauregard, LLC, repre-
sented by Jonathan Rak, attorney

HELP WANTED
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$700-$1200 a week! 4-wks or 
10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans 
in Demand! Richmond/Freder-
icksburg 877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill‐ Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 
NOW! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 1-855-465-7060.

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. Tele-
phone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

Classifieds

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

CLASSIFIEDS FROM | 29
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 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we  

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

DONNA CRAMER
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

there when it counts

FOR SALE

1931 Cleveland Street, N. #610
Cleveland House 

Updated one-bedroom with refinished wood floors, kitchen with 
maple cabinets, white appliances, renovated tile bath, balcony, 
storage and assigned parking in a private parking lot. Close to both 
Clarendon and Courthouse metros. Great location to restaurants 
and shopping. Easy access to I-66 and George Washington 
Parkway. $259,900

JUST SOLD

181 E Reed Avenue #302
The Preston 

Two-bedroom, two-bath condo with two parking spaces at The 
Preston. Open floor plan, nine foot ceilings, new wood floors 
and fresh neutral paint. Very conveniently located near Potomac 
Yards, National Airport, Del Ray and Old Town. 1.4 miles to Metro. 
$420,000

The Spring Market is Here!

2018 Ujamaa Book Festival
hosted by Harambee Books & Artworks

Saturday, March 31, 2018 | 11:00 am–5:00 pm 
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center Hotel

Visit harambeebooks.org for tickets

Open to the PUBLIC with Free Admission, this festival brings more than 40 new, emerging, and nationally recognized 
authors and readers together to celebrate the written word through author talks, panel sessions, and workshops.

Featured Authors include Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (featured Speaker)  |  Cheryl Wood  |  Dr. Deborah Tillman 
Omar Tyree  |  Marjuan Canady  |  Dr. Jacquie Hood Martin  |  Louis T. McClain, II  |  Ronnie N. Sidney, II  |  Melanie Bonita 

Sharai Robbin  |  Angel Livas  |  AMB Harriet Elam-Thomas  |  Jade Jones  |  J.B. Vample  |  Corey Pegues


