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Republican emphasiz-
es technology, strate-
gic planning, diversity
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Kevin Dunne isn’t the 
most traditional candidate 
vying for a seat on council 
in 2018.

So far the only Republi-
can to declare for council, 
Dunne is also one of the 
youngest candidates overall 
at 24. 

N o t 
s u r p r i s -
ing for 
someone 
in his 20s, 
Dunne is 
f o c u s e d 
on tech-
n o l o g y 
and the 
future. 

“It started with just a 
single question, which is, 
20 years from now, when 
we will still have Alexan-
dria with all its problems 
and successes, what will 
be the decisions we can all 
say were great decisions to 
make,” Dunne said. “There 
are … great decisions we 
can make between now and 
when [a new] council comes 
on board 20 years from now. 
I want to find out what those 
decisions can be and what 
they should be.” 

Dunne said he recently 
decided to run because he 
doesn’t see those potential 
solutions in the proposals 

Dunne 
runs for 
council

KEVIN DUNNE

SEE DUNNE | 6

Nelson Cruz’s death is 
city’s first homicide of 
2018
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

An Alexandria resident 
died on March 28 from inju-
ries suffered three days ear-
lier, allegedly at the hands 
of his brother, the Alexan-
dria Police Department an-

n o u n c e d 
March 29. 

At 6:24 
p.m. on 
March 25, 
o f f i c e r s 
were dis-
patched to 
the 2200 
block of 
North Be-
a u r e g a r d 

Street due to a fight between 
brothers Nelson Cruz, 28, 
and Brian Cruz-Segovia, 23, 
both Alexandria residents, 
according to police. Police 
found Cruz unconscious 
and he was transported to 

Man dies 
after fight 
with brother

BRIAN 
CRUZ-SEGOVIA

SEE HOMICIDE | 5

City Democrats and 
Republicans discuss 
timeline for coming 
elections
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Alexandria is moving 
into election season full 
steam ahead now that the 
last call for Democratic 

candidates to file for the 
June 12 primary has passed. 
March 29 was the last day 
for Democrats to declare 
their intent to run. Repub-
licans, meanwhile, have un-
til late May to declare their 
candidacies, according to 
Republican City Committee 
Chair Sean Lenehan. 

So far, 12 Democratic 
candidates and one Repub-
lican have filed to run for 
city council. In the mayor-
al race, Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson is challenging in-
cumbent Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg for the Democratic 
nomination. 

The Democratic can-

didates for Alexandria’s 
mayor and city council will 
be chosen in the prima-
ry, while their Republican 
counterparts will be se-
lected at a party caucus in 
early June. The ARCC has 
yet to finalize a specific 

Crowded slate vies for council

SEE CAMPAIGN | 9

PAC launch
A new political action com-
mittee seeks to change the 
discourse within city hall. 
Page 12 

Winning streak
T.C. Williams' baseball team is 
off to a successful start under 
the new coach Dave Latham. 
Page 17

Pets
Celebrate your four-legged 
BFFs at the city's annual Love 
Your Pets Day. 
Page 19

INSIDE

Children raced to gather Easter 
eggs this weekend at the Lee-Fen-
dall House on Oronoco Street in Old 
Town. 

The event marked the 19th it-
eration of Lee-Fendall's Easter Egg 

Hunt, which takes place on the Fri-
day and Saturday before Easter and 
on Easter Sunday. The event also in-
cluded games, prizes, craft-making, 
a sticker station and photos with the 
Easter Bunny.

Easter egg dash
PHOTO/LEE-FENDALL HOUSE MUSEUM
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

Seneca Hunt - Enjoy the finest finishes 
and touches: marble & hardwood floors, 
gourmet kitchen, lavish MBR & bath. 
Relax in your game room, work out in 
your gym, or host a party on your outdoor 
decks and patios. 6 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

GREAT FALLS $1,849,000  

Potomac Overlook -Meticulously 
cared for, lavishly finished home. 
Premium cabinetry, crown molding, 
and granite counters make this a can’t 
miss.  Walk to restaurants, shopping, 
and the docks. 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

NATIONAL HARBOR $649,900  

Courtbridge – Arlington’s best deal!  
Condo near Shirlington and 395! Up-
dated kitchen with new cabinets, granite 
counters, new carpet and paint through-
out.  Separate vanities, full sized washer/
dryer, and parking! 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

ARLINGTON $329,900 

Quaker Hill – Townhome in a terrific 
location near MacAurthur Elementary. 
Over 2000 sqft of living space on three 
levels.  Walk to shops and restaurants or 
enjoy an easy commute to Mark Center, 
DC, or Old Town.  3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

Carlisle City Residences -  Welcome 
to high-end urban living in this 4-level 
townhome with fabulous finishings, large 
deck, upper terrace, and more!  Leave the 
cars in the 2-car garage – this place has a 
walk score of 90! 4 bedrooms, 2.5 Baths. 

ALEXANDRIA $899,000  

Spring Hill Active Adult Community – 
Rarely available, spacious, upgraded 
condo! Boasts granite, stainless, hard-
wood, a balcony overlooking the golf 
course. Includes parking, storage and 
amenities. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

LORTON $374,900  

Heatherlea –  Spacious living area with 
wood-burning fireplace & bay window. 
Dual entry bath includes a walk-closet.  
Upgraded HVAC, washer/dryer, and 
2015 energy efficient windows. Walk to 
Shirlington Village, dog park & W&OD trail.

ARLINGTON $256,000  

Pointe @ Park Center – Stunning condo 
with a chic kitchen, upgraded appliances, 
hardwoods in the living area, walk-in 
closet, 2nd floor balcony, washer/dryer, 
new HVAC, parking, community fitness 
center and shuttle to metro.

ALEXANDRIA $199,900

ALEXANDRIA $539,900
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Capture a glimpse of

703-549-5067
GraceSchoolAlex.org

Grace 
Episcopal

School

Please join us for a Glimpse of Grace 
on April 10 at 9:30 a.m. 

We currently have openings in Preschool, 
Grades 1, 2, & 3 for the 2018/19 school year. 

Information Session +
 School Tours

GRACE
Independent School in Alexandria

3601 Russell Road | Alexandria, VA 22305

THE IDI GROUP COMPANIES

THE WATERMARK

I N T R O D U C I N G  1 8  B O U T I Q U E 
L U X U R Y  C O N D O M I N I U M S  

I N  O L D  T OW N

Coming Soon to the  
Alexandria Waterfront

211 STRAND STREET

WATERMARKOLDTOWN.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 703-558-7324

Historic Robert E. Lee boyhood 
home listed for sale 

The childhood home of 
famed Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee in Old Town is 
on the market. 

Owners Mark and Ann 
Kington recently listed the 
home, located at 607 Orono-
co St., for $8.5 million. The 
home spans almost 8,000 
square feet and includes 
six bedrooms and six bath-
rooms. The Kington family 
purchased the home in 2000 
for $2.5 million, according 
to city property records.

Lee, his mother, Ann, 
and his father, Henry Lee 
III, a Revolutionary War 

veteran and politician who 
was also known as “Light-
Horse Harry,” occupied the 
house from 1812, when Lee 
was five, until the time that 
he entered West Point in 
1825. The home was built 
in 1795 and is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places.

The home was owned for 
a time by Civil War histor-
ic preservation group the 
Lee-Jackson Foundation. 
The preservation group was 
unable to afford the cost 
of upkeep, the Washington 
Post reported at the time, 

resulting in its sale to the 
Kington family.

Lee’s childhood home is 
separate from the Lee-Fen-
dall House, located at 614 
Oronoco St. That home, op-
erated as a museum by the 
Virginia Trust for Historic 
Preservation, was inhabited 
by 37 members of the Lee 
family between 1785 and 
1903, according to its web-
site.

The Lee boyhood home 
is listed by Washington Fine 
Properties’ HRL Partners.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

New Democratic candidate joins 
crowded council race

Old Town resident Chris 
Hubbard has announced 
he will run for council as 
a Democrat, bringing the 
total of Democratic candi-

dates to a dozen.
Hubbard officially 

launched his campaign 
April 2. He said in a news 
release his candidacy is fo-

cused on making Alexandria 
a more pedestrian-friendly 
community and mentioned 

SEE HUBBARD | 5

PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
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CRIME

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

106 N St. Asaph Street  |  703-664-0585  |  tsaltstyle.com

Season of Dresses

A jury found a 27-year-
old Alexandria man guilty 
of murder in the second 
degree on Tuesday, the 
Alexandria Office of the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
announced in a news release.

The jury recommended 
the man, Robert D. Coleman, 
serve 10 years in prison for 
killing Fedelia Montiel-Beni-
tez on July 10, 2017.

Evidence showed Cole-
man encountered Mon-
tiel-Benitez inside a con-
venience store on the 4900 
block of Seminary Road in 
the early morning of July 
10, according to the release. 
Coleman didn’t know the 
victim.

Video surveillance ap-
peared to show Coleman 
verbally taunting Mon-

tiel-Benitez, at which point 
another individual inter-
vened. The victim said 
something to Coleman be-
fore leaving the store, after 
which Coleman appeared to 
become enraged.

Coleman followed Mon-
tiel-Benitez outside of the 
store and struck her in the 
face with his fist with-
out warning. The force of 
the punch knocked Mon-
tiel-Benitez unconscious and 
she fell to the ground, strik-
ing her head and sustaining 
injuries that led to her death, 
according to the release.

“In an all-too-often re-
peated theme, a tragedy un-
folded because of a defen-
dant’s inability to tolerate a 
perceived slight,” Alexandria 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

Bryan Porter said in the re-
lease. “Verbal arguments 
should never devolve into 
physical altercations [be-
cause] physical altercations 
often bring devastating con-
sequences. So it was here, 
where a random encounter 
and brief argument inside of 
a store led to inexplicable vi-
olence.” 

“Ms. Montiel-Benitez 
did nothing to cause such 
an irrational and vicious re-
sponse from the defendant. I 
am saddened by the needless 
loss of life, and my thoughts 
are with the victim’s family.”

Coleman is being held at 
the Truesdale Adult Deten-
tion Center. He is scheduled 
to be sentenced May 24.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria man convicted of 
second-degree murder 

A man died after a mo-
torcycle crash on the 4300 
block of King Street in the 
early hours of Friday morn-
ing, according to police.

Alexandria police said 
their initial investigation 
indicated Victor Fugitt, 34, 

of Haymarket, Virginia, was 
driving eastbound on King 
Street when he struck a 
light pole. 

Fugitt died at the scene 
of the crash. Police re-
sponded to the incident at 
2:37 a.m. on Friday.

Members of the Criminal 
Investigations Section and 
Crash Reconstruction Team 
are investigating the colli-
sion.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Man dies in King Street motor-
cycle accident
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Just when you thought we 
were already the best, we 
decided to get even better.
You likely already know Betty Ellis. Betty joins our 
Alexandria business bankers who deliver prompt, local  
decisions to help speed your business to its next level  
of success.

If you need banking solutions, stop by and ask Betty.  
When it comes to your business, Betty has the answers.

M e m b e r

640 Franklin Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
JohnMarshallBank.com 
703-289-5956

a local hospital. Police 
say the altercation was a 
physical fight. 

Cruz succumbed to his 
wounds three days later 
and died at the hospital 
on March 28. The Office of 
the Chief Medical Examin-
er determined the manner 
of death to be homicide.

Brian Cruz-Segovia 
was arrested the day of the 
assault and charged with 
malicious wounding and, 
after Cruz’s death, sec-
ond-degree murder.

Cruz’s death marks 
the first homicide of 2018 
in the City of Alexan-
dria. There were five ho-
micides in Alexandria in 
2017.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the incident is 
asked to contact Detective 
William Oakley at 703-
746-6606.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

HOMICIDE FROM | 1
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city schools and affordable 
housing as priorities. 

The candidate owns an 
architecture and planning 
firm in the city. He holds 
a bachelor’s of science de-
gree in biochemistry and 
a master’s of architecture 
from Virginia Tech. 

He lives in Old Town 
with his wife, Jackie, and 
three children, aged 8, 11 
and 13, who have attend-
ed Alexandria City Public 
Schools. He has lived in 
the neighborhood for 14 
years.

Hubbard joins a full 
field of Democratic can-
didates, including new-
comers Dak Hardwick, Mo 
Seifeldein, Amy Jackson, 
Canek Aguirre, Robert 
Ray, Matt Feely and Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker. They 
join four Democratic in-
cumbents on the ballot: 
Willie Bailey, John Chap-
man, Del Pepper and Paul 
Smedberg. A Republican 
candidate, Kevin Dunne, 
has also announced his in-
tention to run for council. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

HUBBARD FROM | 3

The Alexandria Police 
Department announced it 
was conducting a death in-
vestigation in Eisenhower 
East on Tuesday.

The death was reported 
on the 1400 block of Round-
house Lane. 

Information about the 
deceased’s name or circum-
stances surrounding the 
death were not released at 
press time.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Crash in Old Town injures police officer, fellow driver
An Alexandria Police De-

partment officer was involved 
in a car accident Tuesday eve-
ning in North Old Town that 
resulted in his or her police 
car crashing into a building, 
the police department an-

nounced via social media.
The crash between the of-

ficer, who police didn’t name, 
and an unnamed driver took 
place at a building at the in-
tersection of Henry and Prin-
cess streets. A photo posted 

by police indicates that the 
police car crashed into the 
building head-on.  

The officer was trans-
ported to the hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries 
and medics treated the driver 

of the other car at the scene, 
according to police. 

Police didn’t release de-
tails about what caused the 
crash.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Death investiga-
tion in Old Town

CHRIS HUBBARD
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Ticket information: www.visitdelray.com

being put forward by other 
council candidates. 

“That’s not [to] say the 
visions are bad. I just don’t 
feel them to be comprehen-
sive enough. They’re not 
putting forward convincing 
frameworks of thought and 
discussion that will be so es-
sential in controlling some 
of the issues we’re going 
have to face in the city,” he 
said.

Dunne said a major focus 
of his candidacy is improv-
ing business and tourism 
in the city. He said devel-
opments across the river in 
D.C. and Maryland, includ-
ing The Wharf and National 
Harbor, must be actively ad-
dressed. 

“We haven’t considered 
the implications to such 
projects as The Wharf and 
National Harbor. We hav-
en’t turned outward, but in-
ward,” Dunne said. 

Dunne also said the city 

should turn more of its at-
tention toward fleshing out 
its capital improvement 
program and getting on the 

same page as other localities 
when it comes to technolo-
gy.

“It seems like sometimes 

we’re focusing on provid-
ing 20th-century solutions 
to 21st-century problems,” 
Dunne said. “We haven’t 

been exploring how [many] 
technological changes will 
come and how much further 
ahead residents will be as 
opposed to our government. 
We have a potential discon-
nect where Alexandria, as a 
city, needs to come togeth-
er.” 

Dunne, originally from 
Westchester County near 
New York City, has lived in 
Alexandria for three years. 
He now works for a compa-
ny he did not identify that 
specializes in business intel-
ligence.

Dunne also serves on 
the board of directors at 
VeloCity Bicycle Coopera-
tive, where he acts as devel-
opment chair and oversees 
fundraising efforts.

Bayley Vanderpoel, for-
mer VeloCity board chair 
and current board member, 
recruited Dunne to serve 
on the leadership team last 
year. Vanderpoel said one of 

SEE DUNNE | 7
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COURTESY PHOTO
Kevin Dunne is the only Republican candidate so far running for council. He said he aims to improve 
business and tourism in the city, if elected.  
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Dunne’s greatest strengths 
is his ability to adapt. 

“He came to VeloCity 
with no experience with 
nonprofit co-ops like ours 
and he was able to ask the 
right questions. … He’s able 
to identify ways he can pro-
vide value right from the 
get-go,” Vanderpoel said. 

Vanderpoel said Dunne 
is someone who thinks 
through problems and is 
able to come up with solu-
tions. He pointed to Dunne’s 
introduction of a market-
ing campaign at VeloCity, 
as well as his progress with 
standardizing processes. 

“He’s able to introduce 
new ideas and build cohe-
siveness. I believe, regard-
less of party, he’s able to 
build cohesiveness on coun-
cil and try to reach agree-
ments with an end solution 
in mind,” Vanderpoel said. 
“Right now, especially with 
how divisive our political 
system is, I can’t imagine 
him bringing more tension.”  

Though he’s currently 
the only Republican seek-
ing a spot on council, Dunne 
said his campaign is more 
about local issues and less 
about party affiliation. 

“My campaign aspires 
to be focused on address-
ing city issues in creative 
ways. It is simply my per-
sonal opinion, as a private 
resident, that there’s a lot of 
perspectives from my par-
ty that are useful from the 
standpoint of leadership in 
an elected capacity,” Dunne 
said. “Don’t let the labels 
on any side fool you – this 
is about city issues first and 
foremost. My perspective 
is consistent with both my 
personal feelings about how 
certain issues should be han-
dled and what’s on the board 
right now, so to speak.”

Dunne said Alexandria 
would benefit from having a 
broader range of viewpoints 
on council, including Re-
publicans.

“I think we do truly need 
a diversity of perspectives. 
That’s what makes for an 
effective government. We 
can’t have an echo cham-
ber,” Dunne said. “To fight 
that tendency, not even just 
right now, but in the future, 
we do need a more egalitari-
an political representation.”

Former Vice Mayor Bill 
Cleveland, who has also 
worked with Dunne through 
the VeloCity board, said 
Dunne would bring needed 
diversity of opinion. 

“The City of Alexandria 
talks so much about diversi-
ty – he would bring that di-
versity,” Cleveland said. “He 
would be that diverse view. 
He would have a different 
point of view. Because it’s 
all Democrats, there’s little 
diversity, I would say. You 
have one person there that 
doesn’t go with all of the 
council.”

“You do have some 6-1 
votes, but very, very few,” 
Cleveland said. “There are 
some 6-1 votes. You see that 
one person that’s out there 
that needs a second, that 
needs true diversity to come 
through. Kevin could be that 
second.” 

Cleveland said Dunne’s 
youth would also be a bene-
fit to him.

“He’s a go-getter, he is 
fiscally minded and he has 
the future in mind, being a 
millennial,” Cleveland said. 
“He would be a new voice.” 

Dunne said if elected, he 
would look to bring a stra-
tegic approach to the issues 
facing council.

“We need to provide not 
just a solution to one prob-
lem and multiply that across 
every front. We need to fo-
cus in on what’s important 
for this city and go do it,” 
Dunne said. “My campaign 
is not trying to hit every 
front with equal force – I 
want to focus on themes, 
questions, strategies, what 
we need to achieve.” 

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

DUNNE FROM | 6

Alexandria has issues that require an issues-
based candidate and I’d like to think I’m, first and 

foremost, the person chasing after big questions and 
big problems. This is a campaign that’s focusing on 
trying to change the discourse and how we conceive our 
community in relation to big structural challenges.”

– Kevin Dunne,  
candidate, Alexandria City Council

SEE DUNNE | 14
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

Brandywine residents since 2014

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because we still do what we wanna do
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Co-Chair
KATHY BURNS

(Democrat)

Co-Chair
HAL HARDAWAY

(Independent)

Co-Chair
BOB WOOD
(Republican)

Accountability 
✔ Government
✔ Businesses
✔ Schools

★ Safety
✔ Community
✔ Schools
✔ Streets

★ Affordability 
✔ Taxes
✔ Cost of Living
✔ Housing

★

Candidate Interviews Underway Endorsements Coming Soon
Vote June 12 – Democratic Primary – All Voters, Regardless of Party

Non-partisan
Better Policy
Less Politics

Vote for 4
And No More!!
Mayor 1
Council 3

4

Paid for by Alexandrians for Better City Government.

www.alex4bcg.org  |  www.facebook.com/alex4bcg  

date for the caucus. 
The differing deadlines 

and processes are due to the 
amount of flexibility local 
parties have to select their 
candidates for the Nov. 6 
general election, Alexan-
dria’s General Registrar 
Anna Leider said. 

On the Democratic side, 
all but one of the candidates 
filed their paperwork at the 
start of the first filing peri-
od on March 12. In addition, 
one more Democratic can-
didate, Ashkan Bayatpour, 
suspended his campaign in 
March after announcing his 
intent to run for council in 
January. He was told by his 
law firm’s legal department 
that there was a policy that 
barred firm members from 
running for public office. 

The Alexandria Electoral 
Board had a random draw 
on April 4 for ballot order 
for the June primary. The 
Democratic candidates for 

council will be listed on the 
ballot in the following or-
der: Amy B. Jackson, John 
Taylor Chapman, Willie F. 
Bailey Sr., Redella S. “Del” 
Pepper, Mo Seifeldein, Mat-
thew S. “Matt” Feely, Canek 
Aguirre, Derek M. “Dak” 
Hardwick, Paul C. Smed-
berg, Elizabeth B. Ben-
nett-Parker and Robert Ray 
IV. The newest candidate, J. 
Chris Hubbard, will be list-
ed last, as he was the only 

one to file after March 12.
“I think we have a real-

ly robust field of candidates 
on the Democratic side this 
year,” Alexandria Dem-
ocratic Committee Chair 
Clarence Tong said. “I think 
it’s a reflection of the fact 
that there are two open 
seats [on council], as well as 
just a very engaged elector-
ate on the Democratic side, 
so I’m really excited for the 
primary season.” 

Tong said a similar num-
ber of candidates had run 
for council in 2012, while 
only six ran in the 2015 
election.

“I’m really impressed by 
the diversity of our field,” 
Tong said. “We have sev-
eral candidates who are 
millennials, we have some 
other folks who have been 
engaged in the community 
longer, and then a few that 
are relatively new. I think 

it’s a really interesting 
field.”

This weekend marks the 
ADC’s campaign kickoff, 
Tong said. There will be a 
rally at Jefferson-Houston 
School for U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine’s (D-VA) reelection 
campaign on Saturday, 
along with the ADC’s annu-
al Straw Poll event at Port 
City Brewing Company on 
Sunday, where residents 
will have a chance to hear 
from the Democratic can-
didates for mayor and city 
council.  

On the Republican side, 
Kevin Dunne is the lone 
candidate to declare for city 
council so far. 

“I anticipate a few more 
[candidates],” Lenehan said. 
“People are still exploring 
the issues and what their 
concerns are. As those crys-
tallize with the new bud-
get process that’s going on 
right now, I anticipate a 

CAMPAIGN FROM | 1

SEE CAMPAIGN | 11

I think we have a really robust 
field of candidates on the 

Democratic side this year. I think it’s 
a reflection of the fact that there are 
two open seats [on council], as well 
as just a very engaged electorate on 
the Democratic side, so I’m really 
excited for the primary season.”

– Clarence Tong, 
chair, Alexandria Democratic Committee 
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couple more candidates to 
formally announce.”

Lenehan said he was 
not surprised that only one 
candidate has announced so 
far.

“If you look back in the 
most recent city council 
elections, there are usually 
three or four Republicans 
that run for city council, so 
I anticipate we’ll have that 
again,” he said.

Lenehan said the ARCC 
chose to do a caucus, first, 
because it is the way the 
party has selected candi-
dates for years, and second, 
because holding a primary 
is more expensive. 

The next steps in the lo-
cal races for mayor and city 
council are debates and fi-
nancial reports. 

Tong said the ADC has 
two debates planned, one 
for mayoral candidates at 
George Washington Middle 
School on May 30 and an-
other for city council can-
didates at Francis C. Ham-
mond Middle School on 
June 5. 

The ARCC does not 
have any debates or forums 
scheduled, but Lenehan 
said he is working with the 
ADC and other local orga-
nizations to ensure Dunne 
and any other Republican 
candidates are available 
for debates. He said in the 
past, Republicans have de-
bated alongside Democrats 
at forums organized by 
homeowners’ associations, 
business organizations and 
other civic groups. 

The Del Ray Business 
Association will host a Del 
Ray Community Mayoral 

Debate on May 2, moderat-
ed by NBC News4 Northern 
Virginia Bureau Chief Julie 
Carey, according to Visit 
Del Ray's website. The de-
bate will take place from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Mt. Ver-
non Community School Au-
ditorium. Del Ray citizens 
and those involved with 
businesses in Del Ray are 
encouraged to attend. The 
website does not mention a 
debate for city council can-
didates. 

The Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce will host 
a mayoral debate on May 14 

from 6 to 7 p.m. at the T.C. 
Williams High School Au-
ditorium. The event is free 
and open to the public. The 
chamber will not hold a for-
mal city council candidate 
debate, said Maria Ciarroc-
chi, chief operating officer 
and vice president of public 
policy with the chamber.

Leider said first quarter 
campaign finance reports 
for the period that ended 
March 31 must be filed by 
candidates by April 16. The 
reports disclose where their 
campaign funding comes 
from and what they've 
spend it on. The next cam-
paign finance reporting 
period goes through May 
31 and will be made public 
before the primary. 

Leider said it is import-
ant for young voters to 

know that if they will be 18 
by the Nov. 6 general elec-
tion, they are eligible to 
register and vote in the June 
12 primary election as well, 
even if they are not yet 18.

While Republicans are 
not holding a primary to 
select their candidates for 
local offices, the GOP is 
holding a primary on June 
12 to nominate a candidate 
for U.S. Senate. The three 
candidates who qualified 
for the ballot are Nick J. Fre-
itas, E.W. Jackson and Corey 
A. Stewart. 

Come June 12, voters 
will have to make a decision 
about which races they want 
to weigh in on. Citizens can 
choose to vote in the Dem-
ocratic primary to influence 
local races  – Kaine is unop-
posed in his re-election bid 
– or the Republican primary 
for senate, but not in both. 
Leider said citizens can vote 
in either primary, regard-
less of party affiliation. 

The deadline to register 
to vote is May 21. Absentee 
voting for the June 12 pri-
mary begins on April 27. All 
regular polling places will 
be open for voting from 6 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election 
Day. To check your regis-
tration status or find your 
polling place, visit vote.
elections.virginia.gov. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

Sunday, April 22, 12-3pm 
at The Birchmere
For tickets go to  
carpentersshelter.org/cook-off

Proudly supporting 
the Carpenter’s  
Shelter Cook Off

CAMPAIGN FROM | 9

People are still exploring the 
issues and what their concerns 

are. As those crystallize with the 
new budget process that’s going on 
right now, I anticipate a couple more 
candidates to formally announce.”

– Sean Lenehan, 
chair, Alexandria Republican City Committee
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Group aims to vet, endorse 
candidates prior to Demo-
cratic primary
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

A nonpartisan political action 
committee is seeking to change 
the city’s political discourse ahead 
of the June 12 Democratic primary 
and the November general elec-
tion.

The group, called Alexandri-
ans for Better City Government, 
launched officially on March 29. 
The group was co-founded by for-
mer Republican council candidate 
Bob Wood, Democratic city resi-
dent Kathy Burns and Independent 
city resident Hal Hardaway.

Wood said the group was formed 
six weeks ago after a number of 
conversations between the three 
about shared grievances with city 
hall. Wood, Burns and Hardaway 
said one of their key concerns is 
a lack of opportunity for public 
input at city meetings. They said, 

even when public input is heard, 
it’s rarely reflected in the ultimate 
votes or decisions.

“The 6-1 voting seems almost 
routine. It reflects a council that 
has the belief input isn’t import-
ant,” Wood said. “ … There’s a 
certain amount of worry about the 
lack of dialogue. A lot of citizens 

KATHY BURNS
Democrat

PURPOSEFUL LIVING 
Whether you’re looking for Independent Living or Assisted Living, Paul Spring is committed to taking senior living to the next level.  

You’ll enjoy 12 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds with gazebo, koi pond, putting green and walking path. From our diverse enrichment 
and social programs to our exceptional fine dining experience, we deliver valued living all in the comfort of your new picturesque home. 

Call (703) 768-0234 for more information, and to schedule a personal tour with lunch or dinner.

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY · FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED IN VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS
7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · (703) 768-0234 · WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·      @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

Nonpartisan PAC launches ahead of city elections

SEE PAC | 14

HAL HARDAWAY
Independent

BOB WOOD
Republican

The 6-1 voting seems almost routine. It 
reflects a council that has the belief input isn’t 

important.  … There’s a certain amount of worry 
about the lack of dialogue. A lot of citizens give 
good ideas. They’re listened to and dismissed."

– Bob Wood, co-chair,  
Alexandrians for Better City Government
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MELISSA SCHULTZ
ANA RIVAS–BECK 

703.407.5847

LISA MCCASKILL 
703.615.6036

Offered at: 
$989,000

Offered at: 
$885,000

Offered at: 
$1,425,000

Offered at: 
$839,000

2

R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

JULIE F. HALL 
703.786.3634

6409 Potomac Ave  

SANDY MCCONVILLE
 703.402.1567

9129 Patton Blvd

3

2.5

0.50 acres

4

2

2,300 sq.ft.

3403 Old Dominion

428 John Carlyle Street

38 Arell Court

 103-2 N George Mason Dr

Offered at: 
$525,000

Offered at: 
$720,000

SANDY MCCONVILLE
 703.402.1567

4

4

2,900 sq.ft.

1,645 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$979,000

Offered at: 
$477,500

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

JULIE F. HALL 
703.786.3634

2

2.5

1,559 sq.ft.

4

Offered at: 
$865,000

Offered at: 
$975,000

2

2

410 Hanson Lane

3

3

2,484 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$699,000

1

1

DIANN CARLSON 
703.628.2440

5,000 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,375,000

5

4.52

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

1

510 Oronoco St.

1

2

4.5

2,500 sq.ft.

2

1
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The American Horticultural Society’s

Spring 
Garden
Market

10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Parking $10 per car (cash only); 
free for AHS members

April 13 & 14 at riVEr FArM
7931 East Boulevard Drive    
Alexandria, Virginia

www.ahsgardening.org/GardenMarket
Thanks to media sponsor Alexandria Times

 ~  Sprechen sie Deutsch? ~
Sasha has  pep in her step, and is playful and engaging 

with her human companions. She is house-trained, 
knows her basic commands, and is the life of the party  

at doggie play groups. 
 A lovely German Shepherd, Sasha loves people and  

is friendly with other dogs, too.  Come and visit sweet 
Sasha today!  

**Thanks to a generous donor, my adoption fees have been paid!**
Please call 703-746-4774 or visit www.alexandriaanimals.org!

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

give good ideas. They’re lis-
tened to and dismissed.” 

“During the very few 
times they’ll act, they’ll 
ask staff and get the person 
that created the problem,” 
Hardaway said. “It’s a circu-
lar wind tunnel.” 

The group also disagrees 
with the city’s at-large 
council format, which, they 
said, doesn’t hold council 
members accountable to 
their neighborhoods. 

“At-large representa-
tion in city council shield[s] 
council members from di-
rect responsibility for city 
actions,” Wood said. “When 
all of council owns the 
problem, no one bears the 
responsibility to solve the 
problem.”

The group aims to elect 
new representation into 
office by endorsing three 
council candidates and one 
mayoral candidate ahead of 
the Democratic primary. 

Wood said the process 
would involve sending out 
questionnaires to all an-
nounced candidates and 
carefully following the 
debates, as well as each 
candidate’s public state-
ments and presentations. 
He said, if deemed neces-
sary, the group might also 
conduct further clarifying 
interviews with candidates 

before finalizing endorse-
ments. 

Burns said the point of 
the PAC isn’t to decide what 
solutions a candidate pur-
sues to address chronic city 
problems, but to empower 
them to decide. 

“We are not vigilan-
tes acting out a vendetta 
or the three musketeers. 
We have no animus about 
anyone currently on coun-
cil,” Burns said. “ … We’re 
issue-based, but we’re not 
preaching solutions.”

The three planks of the 
group’s mission are af-
fordability in Alexandria, 
community safety and ac-
countability within local 
government. The group says 
they considered calling the 
PAC a bipartisan effort, but 
decided, ultimately, that 
calling it bipartisan would 
leave out those in the middle.

“Whether you’re a Dem-

ocrat or Republican, if you 
can’t park in Old Town, it 
doesn’t matter what party 
you are,” Burns said.

The overall point of the 
PAC, the three said, was 
to support candidates who 
can fix what they view as 
chronic city problems and 
who can remedy discord in 
city hall. 

“Our grievances are fair-
ly common. We are equally 
interested and equally ag-
grieved,” Wood said. 

“We want to have some 
reciprocity,” Burns said. 
“The reason we have come 
together is just complain-
ing, at a certain point, 
doesn’t do anything.” 

Members of the group 
said the first stage in its 
vetting process – question-
naires – would likely go out 
to candidates this week. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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We are not vigilantes acting 
out a vendetta or the three 

musketeers. We have no animus 
about anyone currently on council. 
… We’re issue-based, but we’re 
not preaching solutions.

– Kathy Burns,  
co-chair,  

Alexandrians for Better City Government

Dunne said his campaign 
ultimately comes down to 
the issues and to the ques-
tions the city should be ask-
ing itself. 

“Alexandria has issues 
that require an issues-based 
candidate and I’d like to 
think I’m, first and fore-
most, the person chasing 

after big questions and big 
problems,” Dunne said. 
“This is a campaign that’s 
focusing on trying to change 
the discourse and how we 
conceive our community 
in relation to big structural 
challenges.” 

Dunne joins eight Dem-
ocratic newcomers, Dak 
Hardwick, Amy Jackson, 
Mo Seifeldein, Robert Ray, 

Canek Aguirre, Matt Feely, 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
and Chris Hubbard, and four 
Democratic incumbents, Del 
Pepper, Paul Smedberg, Wil-
lie Bailey and John Chapman, 
in vying for council. 

Dunne will officially kick 
off his campaign on Saturday 
at Founder’s Park at 1:30 p.m.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

SUPPORT US BY SUPPORTING THEM! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.  

Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

DUNNE FROM | 7
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Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

THE REGION’S NEWEST WATERFRONT

RESIDENCE HAS A
HISTORIC ADDRESS

Comprised of distinctive new condominiums and townhomes, gourmet dining and retail, a public promenade and 
revitalized pier, Robinson Landing connects Old Town’s storied past with its bright and modern future.

New Condominiums and Elevator Townhomes from $1.5 to $5.75M

To schedule a private tour, call 703-997-2210
Or visit EYA.com/waterfronthomes

Renderings and images for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice.

EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated prop-
erty as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project 
(collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations 
regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South 
Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LL, and RTS Condo Associates LLC. 
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APRIL 9, 2018 | 6:30 - 8:00 P.M.
T.C. WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL | CAFETERIA

3330 KING STREET | ALEXANDRIA

From Old Town to Del Ray to the West End, the consequences of  
opioid misuse and addiction are being felt throughout our City. 

Community members are invited to attend this strategic planning session to  
address the local impact of the national opioid crisis, which is affecting all ages,  

cultural backgrounds, income levels and neighborhoods in Alexandria.

opioid
Planning Meeting

community action

For more info, contact noraine.buttar@alexandriava.gov. The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended. To request a reasonable accommodation or an alternative format, 

email maurice.tomdio@alexandriava.gov or call 571.384.5244, Virginia Relay 711.

DEPARTMENT OF  
COMMUNITY &  
HUMAN SERVICES

RSVP ONLINE BY APRIL 6 AT SURVEY.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/S3/OPIOIDACTIONPLANNINGMEETING

WWW.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/OPIOIDS

SPORTS

Titans compete in 
Delaware against St. 
Andrew's School, W.T. 
Woodson 

T.C. Williams’ High 
School Crew team brought 
home several wins from its 
opening season regatta at St. 
Andrew’s School in Middle-
ton, Delaware on March 31. 

In addition to regatta host 
St. Andrew’s, T.C. compet-
ed against rowers from W.T. 
Woodson High School, Ocean 
City High School, Mainland 
Regional High School and 
Holy Spirit High School. 

Freshman rowers from the 
Frosh Women’s 8A and Frosh 
Men’s 8 boats won two of the 
regatta’s first races. The T.C. 
Women’s Light 8 also won in 
an event featuring not only 
other Light 8 boats, but also 
Junior 8 and Third 8 boats 
as well, which are typically 
stronger.  

The T.C. Frosh Women’s 
8B boat secured the largest 

winning margin of the day, 
defeating five other boats 
and finishing a full 25 sec-
onds ahead of runner-up 
Holy Spirit and 30 seconds 
ahead of Mainland. The team 
includes rowers Grace Will-
more, Katie Rose Milone, 
Maggie Coombs, Annalise 
Roberts, Emily Surratt, Ellie 
Nebolsine, Julianne Joven, 
Julia Guessford and coxswain 
Zaida Calix-Tello. 

The T.C. Men’s JV 4+ boat 
took home the fifth win of 
the competition. 

The T.C. Women’s First 
8 had a third place finish 
in their first outing of the 
season, losing out to Holy 
Spirit and Ocean City. The 
T.C. Women’s Second 8 also 
placed third, losing to W.T. 
Woodson and Ocean City.

The T.C. Crew team faces 
its next competition, in the 
Walter Mess Regatta, this 
Saturday.  

- Alexandria Times staff

T.C. Crew team victorious 
in opening season regatta

PHOTO/PAUL FILIOS
The T.C. Williams High School Crew team celebrated major wins at 
the season's opening regatta at St. Andrew's School in Middleton, 
Delaware.

Parents, 
Do you want to see your student 
athlete in the Alexandria Times? 

Send us photos to  
newstips@alextimes.com!
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March 28

SSSAS W 17-0 @ Paul International

March 29

Episcopal L 5-3 @ Flint Hill

T.C. L 7-3 @ Oakton

April 3

B.I. L 17-9 @ Norfolk Christian

SSSAS W 10-3 @ Episcopal

March 28

Episcopal W 5-3 vs. CSHC

April 2

B.I. W 17-5 vs. Brighton

T.C. L 15-14 vs. Edison

The Alexandria Times 
sports roundup includes re-
cords and game results for 
the prior week in two sports 
per season for Alexandria’s 
four local high schools: 
Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephens and St. Agnes 
and T.C. Williams. 

This spring, the sports 
included are girls' lacrosse 

and boys' baseball. We will 
also be running photos 
from games and encourage 
readers to send timely pho-
tos for submission to new-
stips@alextimes.com. 

We will also continue 
covering games from vari-
ous sports, as well as sports 
features about Alexandria 
athletes. 

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

SPORTS

GIRLS' LACROSSE

School Record
Bishop Ireton 6-1

Episcopal 4-2
SSSAS 7-1

T.C. Williams 2-2

BOYS' BASEBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 1-7

Episcopal 1-3
SSSAS 8-2

T.C. Williams 5-3

New coach boosts 
morale with positive 
approach
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The T.C. Williams High 
School varsity baseball team 
kicked off its season last 
month with a new coach and 
a winning streak.

After starting hot out of 
the gate with five straight 
wins, the team now holds a 
record of 5-3.

“I feel pretty good about 
our chances to actually win 
the district, which would be 
the first district title since 
1974,” Coach Dave Latham 
said. “We’re not looking 
that far ahead, we just feel 
like we’re in position right 
now where we can definitely 
achieve those kinds of goals.”

The team began its 2018 
campaign with a resounding 
20-1 win over Thomas A. Ed-
ison High School on March 12. 
Latham also commended his 
players’ defeat of one of their 
local rivals, Bishop Ireton, 
and their former coach’s new 
team, Herndon High School. 

Despite following the win-
ning streak with three con-
secutive losses, Latham said 

the team was playing well.
“We’re averaging over 

nine runs a game, and then we 
have two really good starting 
pitchers at the top and a cou-
ple really good relievers that 
are able to keep us in games,” 
Latham said. “We’re not mak-
ing a lot of mistakes.”

Because of the unseason-

ably cold weather, the team 
has had more games than on-
field practices this year. 

“It’s been hard to kind of 
get a rhythm going, as far as 
practices go,” Latham said. 
“That’s why we’re hoping to 
be as productive as possible 

T.C. baseball off to strong start
Above:  
Tre'Ante Rog-
ers runs the 
bases during 
a drill at Mon-
day's practice. 

Left: Dave 
Latham, the 
T.C. Williams 
baseball 
team's new 
head coach, 
leads practice 
on Monday 
evening. 

PHOTOS/MISSY 
SCHROTT

SEE BASEBALL | 18
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

Local Events

105 South Union @ King Street
703-684-4682

www.TheOldTownShop.com 
@TheOldTownShop

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
First & Third Thursday  

of the Month

April 19th: MARY JANE O’LOUGHLIN  
“Ruby and baby ... an unlikely friendship.”

LOCAL 
AUTHOR
NIGHT

APRIL 5th

Craig Roach

IVY HILL 
CEMETERY

Ivy Hill Cemetery 
Historical Preservation 

Society

Upcoming Events
MARCH 25 - Women’s History 
month readings by local 
authors HL Brooks and Dea 
Schofield. Age 16 and up.

APRIL 14 - Teddy Bear 
picnic. Stories, crafts, snack. 
Preschoolers

MAY 6 - Civil War lecture by 
Don Hakenson

MAY 20 - flag placing for 
Veteran graves, free BBQ

www.ivyhillcemetery.net
703.549.7413

Ivy Hill Cemetery Historial 
Preservation Society

SPORTS

when we do get out on the 
field.”

While Latham has been 
coaching high school baseball 
for the past seven years, this is 
his first year with the Titans 
and his first time as a head 
coach. He took on the new po-
sition this fall, also joining the 
T.C. Williams faculty as a psy-
chology and history teacher. 

Senior centerfielder Ben 
Wilson said the transition to 
Latham’s leadership has been 
smooth. 

“Everything just pieced 
together perfectly this year,” 
Wilson said. “[Latham has] 
accepted us, and we’ve ac-
cepted him, and we just kind 
of ran with it. He’s a good 
coach. He does everything to 
try and help this team.”

Latham said one of his ap-
proaches to the new team was 
to bring in positivity. 

“The stereotype is base-
ball’s a game of failure,” 
Latham said. “You’re going to 
fail most of the time. Even the 
best players fail most of the 
time, but you gotta put those 
behind you and keep moving 
forward.” 

Sam Wingfield, a senior 
and four-year varsity player, 
said Latham’s encouragement 

has helped drive the team.
“He tells us a lot that he 

trusts us and that he believes 
in us, and I think that’s a big 
part of us playing confidently 
on the field,” Wingfield said. 
“Our record hasn’t been prom-
ising in the years I’ve played 
on varsity, but I think there’s 
a real change in our culture 
this year and a new approach 
to playing the game.”

Latham said his primary 
goal for the team this year 
was to win at least 10 games, 
a benchmark the varsity base-
ball team at T.C. has not met 
in several years.

“I think if we keep our eye 
on what’s really important 
this season, which is playing 
confidently each game, and 
playing our best, then I think 
we’ll have a successful year,” 
Wingfield said. 

The Titans take on anoth-
er city rival, St. Stephen’s & 
St. Agnes School, in a home 
game on Friday. 

Follow the Titans and 
Bishop Ireton, Episcopal High 
School and St. Stephen’s & 
St. Agnes School this season 
through the Alexandria Times’ 
Sports Roundup, a weekly 
rundown of game scores and 
records for one boys’ and one 
girls’ sport. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The T.C. Williams varsity and JV baseball teams practice in prepara-
tion for a game against St. Stephens & St. Agnes School this Friday. 

BASEBALL FROM | 17
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2018 Block Party to 
celebrate responsible 
pet ownership
BY KIM GILLIAM

As Mayor Allison Silber-
berg and city council prepare 
to proclaim April 29 the sec-
ond annual Alexandria Love 
Your Pet Day, the organizers of 
the associated Block Party are 
using this year’s event to not 
only bring together our ani-
mal-adoring community, but 
also celebrate its commitment 
to responsible pet ownership. 
Given that 65 percent of U.S. 
households own pets and an 
estimated one out of every 
four Alexandria residents is a 
dog, this is an important con-
sideration.

While many of us can 
quickly identify the benefits 
of owning a pet, it is import-
ant to also keep in mind the 
associated responsibilities. In 
short, owners should know 
and meet all of their pets’ 
needs while being considerate 
of others. Important consider-
ations include: 

• Selecting a pet suitable 
for your home and lifestyle to 
avoid an impulse decision. 

• Recognizing that a pet 
is an investment of time and 
money beyond just food and 
shelter. They also need social-
ization, training and exercise. 

• Ensuring pets are proper-
ly identified and licensed.

• Providing preventative 
healthcare for your pet with a 
commitment to lifelong care. 

 • Considering your pet in 
emergency preparedness and 
estate planning. 

At this year’s block party, 
attendees will have the chance 
to meet with organizations 
that focus on various aspects 
of responsible pet ownership, 
including rescue groups that 
work to match a pet with your 
home and lifestyle, trainers 

who can advise you on tech-
niques to ensure pets exhibit 
appropriate behavior and ven-
dors of products and services 
that improve your pet’s life.  

Kids can get a sense for 
responsible pet ownership 
by adopting a stuffed ani-

mal from the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria and 
taking it to different stops 
on the Block Party route for 
grooming, socialization and 
vaccinations. Dog owners can 

City Council Recognizes Alexandria’s Love of Pets

PHOTOS/SHELLEY CASTLE PHOTOGRAPHY
Mayor Allison Silberberg cuts the red ribbon at last year's first annual Alexandria Love Your Pet Day.

SEE PETS | 21
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Give hope to those in need! Join us on National Rebuilding 
Day, April 28th, and make a tremendous difference for our 
neighbors.  Since 1986, teams from all over the region have 
come together to help those in need repair and rebuild their
homes—all at no cost! Help us 
serve seniors, veterans, those 
with disabilities, and families 
with children!

REBUILD. 
REVITALIZE.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org    703.836.1021

703.370.3737

Proudly Supported By

Visit or call to join us!
RebuildingTogetherAlex.org 

703.836.1021

Steven Spielberg 
brings popular young 
adult book to the 
screen
BY RICHARD ROEPER

Star Trek, Star Wars, 
Freddy Krueger, Christine…

Space Invaders, T-Rex, 
Gandalf and the A-Team…

Willy Wonka, Lara Croft, 
Harley Quinn and King 
Kong…

Batman, Chucky, Iron Gi-
ant, hang on this list is get-
ting long!

We didn’t start the fire ...
Oh wait. We’re not up-

dating Billy Joel’s “We 
Didn’t Start the Fire”; we’re 
listing just some of the 
many, many, many pop cul-
ture references in director 
Steven Spielberg’s eye-pop-
ping, mind-blowing, can-
dy-colored, fantastically 
entertaining (albeit slightly 
exhausting) virtual-reality 
fantasy adventure “Ready 
Player One.”

You need to see this one 
on the biggest screen possi-
ble and let it wash over you 
as if you had stepped inside 
the most incredible video 
game experience ever creat-
ed – one in which events in 
the manufactured universe 

can have lasting and serious 
real-world consequences.

This is not your un-
cle’s “Tron.” This is some 
next-level stuff, a CGI-dom-
inated concoction, using 
ingredients from “Back to 
the Future,” “Willy Won-
ka,” “Mad Max,” “The Lord 
of the Rings,” “The Matrix,” 
the aforementioned “Tron,” 
“Iron Giant,” “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark,” countless video 
games and, of course, the 
2011 science fiction novel 
of the same name by Ernest 
Cline, upon which this film 
is based. 

“Ready Player One” is set 
in the dystopian future (is 

there any other kind of fu-
ture in the movies?), name-
ly, Columbus, Ohio, in 2045.

Columbus, we’re told, is 
“the fastest-growing city in 
the world,” but not in a good 
way. Most people live in 
“the Stacks,” grimy and de-
pressed areas in which trail-
er homes are perched atop 
one another, Jenga-style, 
to create wobbly tenement 
high-rises. Just about ev-

eryone is living at or below 
the poverty line.

Life in the Stacks is rep-
resentative of life around 
the world, which is why peo-
ple of all ages spend as much 
time as they can wearing 
3-D headsets and (if they 
have the money) specialized 
bodysuits, and diving deep 
into the Oasis, an enormous 
amusement park universe of 
the imagination.

(We’re told the “corn syr-
up droughts” and the “band-
width riots” were major con-
tributors to the downfall of 
real-world society.)

There’s a casino the size 
of an entire planet, multi-
ple worlds where enormous 
beasts and fierce robots 
clash with humans and fan-
tasy experiences that are 
virtually indistinguishable 
(and infinitely more exotic) 
than anything you’d find in 
your real life.

Tye Sheridan plays Wade 
Watts (“my father gave me 
that name because it sound-

ed like the alias of a superhe-
ro, like Peter Parker or Bruce 
Banner”), a smart and lik-
able geek whose avatar, Par-
zival, makes him look like 
teenaged Ryan Gosling. (No-
body uses their real names 
in the Oasis. It’s part of the 
fantasy. That beautiful girl 
you’re talking to could be 
an old man; that 8-foot-tall 
beast might actually be a lit-
tle boy from halfway around 
the world.)

The great Mark Rylance 
strikes all the right notes in 
his portrayal of James Hall-
iday, the Steve Jobs-ian leg-
end who invented the Oasis. 
Halliday is a socially awk-
ward genius who seems to be 
on the spectrum of myriad 
conditions, dresses like he’s 
12, has a deadpan sense of 
humor and – oh yes – is dead.

And yet Halliday lives on 
as a virtual-world wizard 
who inserted a three-part 
quest into the Oasis, and if 

ARTS
‘Ready Player One’ is quick-witted, entertaining sci-fi romp

SEE MOVIE | 21

PHOTO/WARNER BROS PICTURES
Tye Sheridan as Wade Watts, the smart and likable geek-hero. 
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

anyone is clever enough to 
solve it, that individual will 
inherit Halliday’s hundreds 
of billions and, more impor-
tantly, have control over the 
Oasis itself.

Individuals such as 
Parzival and best friends 
Art3mis (Olivia Cooke) 
and Aech (Lena Waithe) 
are questing for the three 
keys known as “Gunters.” 
They’re decided under-
dogs against the vast team 
of virtual world warriors 
working for the all-power-
ful Innovative Online In-

dustries (IOI), headed by 
its ruthless chairman Nolan 
Sorrento (Ben Mendelsohn, 
hamming it up), a one-time 
intern for Halliday.

We spend a scene here 
and there in the real world, 
but the primary setting of 
“Ready Player One” is the 
Oasis. That’s where Parzival 
falls in love with Art3mis, 
even though he’s never met 
her in the real world. That’s 
where our heroes team up 
to solve all the riddles and 
sidestep all the pitfalls and 
figure out all the Easter 
eggs mapped out by Halli-
day. That’s where they walk 

into a theater showing “The 
Shining” and find them-
selves essentially inside the 
movie, complete with creepy 
twin girls at the end of the 
hallway, haunting photos 
on the wall, that terrifying 
maze, etc.

It helps a lot if you’ve 
seen “The Shining.” If you 
haven’t, that scene might 
be more baffling than hi-
lariously scary. It also helps 
a lot if you’re familiar with 
at least a good portion of 
all the other references that 
come at us as if Spielberg is 
wielding a giant pop culture 
paint gun with a bottomless 

supply of ammunition.
Even the 1980s-dominat-

ed pop soundtrack is in keep-
ing with the multilayered 
approach – Hey, that’s “Ev-
erybody Wants to Rule the 
World” by Tears for Fears! 
Perfect for a storyline about 
trying to win a race and be 
given the chance to rule the 
world. Also, that song was 
featured in the 1985 sci-fi 
comedy adventure “Real 
Genius,” which included a 
reclusive, child-like genius 
character.

The 71-year-old Spiel-
berg is like one of those rock 
gods who join the kids on-

stage at some all-star jam 
and blow everyone away. His 
technique is as masterful in 
this genre as it was when he 
was scaring the life out of 
everyone with “Jaws” in the 
1970s, melting our hearts 
with “E.T.” in the 1980s, 
bringing dinosaurs back to 
life with “Jurassic Park” in 
the 1990s and delivering a 
chilling vision of the future 
with “Minority Report” in 
the 2000s.

If a 26-year-old direct-
ed “Ready Player One,” the 
movie world would be flip-
ping out over the new vi-
sionary on the map.

MOVIE FROM | 20

Terrific 
TOKYO
Terrific cat seeking mellow 
home.  Happy to be your 
one and only.  Requires only 

a sunny window and a comfy 
lap.  Promises a reward of 
unconditional love.

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
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81
9-

52
40

Tails High

    Volunteer to feed  
  our kitties at DelRay 
and Annandale pet shops.  

    Volunteer to feed  
  our kitties at DelRay 
and Annandale pet shops.  

sign up to take the AKC Ca-
nine Good Citizen Test – a 
prerequisite for volunteering 
with many therapy groups – 
which focuses on “responsible 
owners, well-mannered dogs.”  
Attendees can see how others 
have engaged their dogs both 
mentally and physically in ac-
tivities such as freestyle dance 
and agility. 

Make plans to come cel-
ebrate your family members 
with fur, feathers or scales 
at the Alexandria Love Your 
Pet Day Block Party on Sun-
day, April 29 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  The kickoff, held in the 
Wholistic Hound Academy 
parking lot at 18 Roth St., will 
be hosted by local celebrity vet 
Dr. Katy Nelson. Silberberg  is 
invited to make the procla-
mation. Attendee parking is 
across Duke Street in the Bish-
op Ireton High School lower 
lot. The block party will take 
place along Roth and Colvin 
streets featuring more than 
40 local organizations, food 
trucks, children’s entertain-
ment, interactive demon-
strations and more. Bring the 
whole family to this free com-
munity event, as leashed pets 
are welcome.  

For additional information, 
go to: www.facebook.com/al-
exandrialoveyourpetday

PETS FROM | 19
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Located in one of Alex-
andria's most sought after 
neighborhoods, this home 
on 3403 Old Dominion Blvd. 
is a tribute to a classic Tu-
dor style, but also includes 
modern interior touches 
that make it a perfect home.  
It's nestled on a wooded 
lot in the heart of Beverley 
Hills. The family room, din-
ing room and kitchen com-
bination is the definition of 
gracious open living. Sky-
lights, large windows and 
hardwood floors make this 
space ideal for entertaining. 

Boasting four bedrooms, 
four full baths and two fire-
places, as well as an addi-
tional outdoor fireplace, 
this home has it all, includ-
ing a garage and a basement 
living space for an au pair or 

guests. Just steps from "The 
Pit," a playground oasis for 
children of all ages, this 
home is an easy walk to all 
the shops and restaurants 
of Del Ray and Shirlington.  

Contact Ana Rivas-Beck 
and Melissa Schultz at 
A n a a nd mel i ss a@g m a i l .
com and 703-772-3526 or 
703-407-5847.

AT A GLANCE

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

An ancient Japanese philoso-
phy has found a devoted following 
in today’s home design. Wabi-sa-
bi, centered on impermanence 
and rooted in Zen Buddhism, el-
evates perfectly imperfect details. 
Loosely translated, “wabi” means 
simplicity, and “sabi” is an appre-
ciation for the old and faded.  

“Particularly in the West, there 
can be a culture to create spaces 
that are very seductive visually, 
but these projects can be missing 

a soulful expression,” said Joshua 
Aidlin, architect and founder of 
Aidlin Darling Design in San Fran-
cisco. “For those who are aware of 
the Wabi-sabi philosophy, the aim 
in architecture and design is that 
there is an expression of the hand 
that created it.” 

The Wabi-sabi aesthetic can 
be described as one of beauty that 
is imperfect, impermanent and 
incomplete. Specific characteris-
tics of Wabi-sabi design include 

Wabi-sabi warmth

PHOTO/ETSY
The simple, natural design of a single stem in a unique, asymmetrical vase 
can become a focal point in a Wabi-sabi-inspired home. Design by ceramicist 
Mariko Tanaka, who is known for her clean, modern and functional aesthetic.

SEE WABI-SABI | 23

Gracious open living in the heart of Beverley Hills

Address: 3403 Old Dominion 
Blvd., Alexandria 22305
Neighborhood: Beverley Hills
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4
Parking: One-car garage

Square Footage: 2,890 square feet
Contact: Ana Rivas-Beck/Melissa 
Schultz, Weichert Realtors, 
703-772-3526 or 703-407-
5847, Anaandmelissa@gmail.
com, www.anaandmelissa.com

PHOTOS/HOME VISIT
Left: Recently updated kitchen opens up to family and dining rooms.  Right: Beautifully landscaped four-bedroom Tudor style colonial.  
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HOMES 

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

surroundings that are simple, 
modest, asymmetrical and 
austere. Above all, there is a 
great appreciation of natural 
objects and materials, Aidlin 
says. 

“Humans are innately im-
perfect, and people can have 
an instinctive response to see-
ing a space that doesn’t hide 
the beauty of organic imper-
fection,” he said. “There is an 
elegance in a humble piece of 
stone or wood.”  

While the Wabi-sabi aes-
thetic emphasizes the beauty 
of organic imperfection, this 
philosophy is not an endorse-
ment for slipshod construc-
tion, Aidlin said. 

“We are not talking about 
poor craft,” he said. “Con-
struction must still have 
tight tolerances and adhere 
to building codes. Rather, it’s 
knowing when to let the or-
ganic and hand-quality crafts-
manship come through.” 

Windhover, a contempla-
tive center at Stanford Uni-
versity, is a public display of a 
natural space that engages in 
Wabi-sabi principles, designed 
by Aidlin Darling Design. The 
building’s construction was 
meant to contribute to a vis-
itor’s contemplative process, 
as one is guided alongside the 
building with only glimpses 
of the interior revealed. Ele-
ments including weathering 
steel, rammed earth walls, 
stone, glass and water are all 
brought together to create a 
beautifully balanced atmo-
sphere.   

“The use of rammed earth 
walls is a process of mixing 
earth, concrete and aggregate 
to provide a stratified, tactile 
wall. This process of compact-
ing the earthen mixture re-
sults in a naturally imperfect 
construction,” Aidlin said. 
“The final result is a soulful 
and tranquil natural oasis.” 

Fashioning a Wabi-sabi re-
treat at home is about creating 
a place with stripped-down 
surfaces, natural textures and 

handmade objects, said Dayna 
Isom Johnson, trend expert 
with Etsy, an online market-
place for handmade items 
based in Brooklyn, New York. 

“In life, as well as in home 
decorating, I firmly believe in 
keeping it real, which is a tall 
order in the age of pervasive 
Instagram perfection,” Isom 
Johnson said. “With an em-
phasis on organic materials, 
softly textured fabrics and 
natural shapes, Wabi-sabi is 
all about embracing authen-
ticity – it’s the anti-retouch-
ing.” 

While “Wabi-sabi” is 
trending online as a top search 
in home design, Isom Johnson 
has noticed the commoditiza-
tion of wood with rough-hewn 
finishes and metals with fac-
tory-made patinas. 

“Wabi-sabi can be the yin 
to the yang of the super-mod-
ern minimalist home with 
highly polished surfaces that 
doesn’t look like anyone lives 
there,” she said. “In a home 
with a Wabi-sabi philosophy, 
we’re talking about having 
hand-thrown ceramics, wrin-
kled linen sheets and gently 
gnarled wood.”  

Creating a Zen-like zone at 
home amongst imperfections 
isn’t about living in cluttered 
chaos, Isom Johnson said. 

“In a Wabi-sabi home, 
possessions are pared down 
for their functionality and 

beauty,” she said. “Objects or 
design attributes in a home 
that ascribe to the Wabi-sa-
bi philosophy are deliberate. 
Showcasing an imperfection 
is intentional, not something 
achieved through neglect.” 

Homes with a Wabi-sabi 
aesthetic have natural ma-
terials that make the space 
hospitable and comfortable. 
Uncluttered, yet not overt-
ly austere, imperfect objects 
make the space more inviting. 
A home with a color palette 
that mimics nature – greens, 
grays, blues and earth tones – 
creates a tranquil atmosphere. 

In the bedroom of a home 
that ascribes to the Wabi-sabi 
philosophy, the walls may be 
exposed concrete, with weath-
ered floorboards and sumptu-
ous, wrinkled bed linens that 
invite rest and relaxation. In 
the kitchen, hand-thrown ce-
ramic bowls and plates can 
be put on display and used 
to serve a meal. Natural de-
sign inspiration is as simple 
as placing a single stem in a 
unique, asymmetrical vase. 

A treasured piece of art-
work in Isom Johnson’s Brook-
lyn apartment is a framed 
picture drawn by her young 
nephew. 

“I see the perfection in this 
childish drawing, and it’s not 
home to me without having 
it on the wall,” Isom Johnson 
said. 
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PHOTO/ETSY
In the bedroom of a home that ascribes to the Wabi-sabi philosophy, 
the walls may be exposed concrete, with weathered floorboards and 
sumptuous, wrinkled bed linens that invite rest and relaxation. 
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APRIL 5

“AIN’T NOBODY MORE 
SURPRISED” Using storytelling, 
poetry and verse, Spoken Word Artist 
13 of Nazareth shares experiences 
gathered throughout life. This 
performance is for adult audiences 
only. Admission is free.
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association at the Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

APRIL 6

FIRST FRIDAY: FOOLS’ DAY 
MERRIMENT Have you ever wanted 
to dress up with a shirt or pants on 
backwards or inside out – or wear 
mismatched socks or shoes? This 
First Friday celebration gives you 
a place to wear these items. Crazy 
hats and clothes are encouraged 
at the event, which takes place at 
the Durant Arts Center. The event 
will feature a performance from 
the Alexandria Singers, a juggling 
how-to demonstration, interactive art 
activities from the city’s Mobile Art 
Lab and an audience joke-a-thon. 
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Oswald Durant Memorial 
Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-5565

APRIL 7 

SECOND ANNUAL DEL RAY 
SPRING BAR CRAWL Kick off 
the spring season by grabbing your 
friends, family and neighbors for a 
celebration of community. Wear your 
best Del Ray swag (or your hometown 
tees) and enjoy an afternoon of 
cheer, cocktails and raffles along 
the way. The Second Annual Del Ray 
Spring Bar Crawl, featuring 13 of the 
area’s top restaurants, benefits The 
Del Ray Gateway Project & Rebuilding 
Together Alexandria. Advance tickets 
are $10 ($15 at the door), and 

include beer and cocktail specials 
at each bar, a 16 oz cups for the 
first 200 people, one raffle ticket 
for the grand prize (a basket of local 
business gift certificates and items). 
Advance ticket sales end at 10 p.m. 
on Friday, April 6. Don’t miss this fun 
event for a great cause. 
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.eventbrite.
com/e/2nd-annual-del-ray-spring-bar-
crawl-tickets-44059157125

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA SEASON FINALE: 
BACH, PIAZZOLLA AND 
BRAHMS Three centuries collide 
when the ASO and Maestro Nicholas 
Hersh present the 2017-18 season 
finale. Bearing the name of his home 
for three decades, the program begins 
with C.P.E. Bach’s “Berlin” Symphony 
in E-Flat Major, followed by Piazzolla’s 
modern tango-inspired “Tangazo: 
Variations on Buenos Aires.” 
Rounding out the program is Brahms’ 
romantic, melancholy and pastoral 
Symphony No. 2 in D Major. A study 
in musical contradictions, the concert 
is an intriguing blend of infectious 
rhythm and dark symphonic colors. 
The audience will give feedback about 
Maestro Hersh, who is auditioning as 
a finalist to become the ASO’s next 
Music Director. 
Time: 8 to 10 p.m. 
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915 E. 
Campus Drive
Information: 703-548-0885

APRIL 8

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR: 
CIVIL WAR APOTHECARY Learn 
about events in Alexandria during the 
Civil War through the lens of a family 
pharmacy at the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum. The tour is 
recommended for adults only and 
costs $15 per person.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 

Apothecary Museum, 105 to 107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

FACETIME WITH HISTORY Locals 
Hannah Fairfax Washington and her 
sister-in-law Jane Fairfax reminisce 
about early Alexandria. On the second 
Sunday of every month, guests will 
be greeted by a person from the past 
while journeying through the museum. 
While the character varies, through 
conversation and stories, guests will 
deepen their understanding of the 
past and how it connects to today. 
Sponsored by the Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum Society.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum, 134 N. 
Royal St. 
Information: www.
alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern 

ARCHITECTURE, 
DESIGN AND 
CULTURAL SPACES 
The Torpedo Factory 
is partnering with AIA 
Northern Virginia to 
celebrate National 
Architecture Week. The 
week kicks off with 
Architecture, Design 
and Cultural Spaces. 
Cultural and public 
spaces are where 
social values can be 
expressed in real time. 
Panelists will share their 
experiences with the 
design of technological 
and virtual spaces, the 
role of performance, why ephemeral 
spaces are important, and how to 
make room for cultural spaces in 
likely and unlikely places. The panel 
includes Ronit Eisenbach, Philippa 
P.B. Hughes, Khara James and Sarah 
Watling. Presented in partnership with 
Women in Architecture NOVA and AIA 
NOVA.
Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

APRIL 12 

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE 
CEREMONY The City of Alexandria 
holds its 31st annual commemoration 
ceremony, a day of remembrance for 
the victims of the Holocaust. 
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

LECTURE: ‘30 YEARS OF 
SHAPING THE CITY’ CARTOONS 
In 1984, The Washington Post 
began publishing a weekly column 
called “Shaping the City.” Written 
and illustrated by Roger K. Lewis, 
FAIA, the column addresses a broad 
range of topics and issues relevant to 
the built environment, among them 
architecture, historic preservation, 
housing, smart growth, sustainability, 
transportation and urbanism. 

This event is sponsored by TTR 
Sotheby’s International Realty.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

ART & SOCIAL IMPACT: 
TORPEDO TALK WITH KATE 
GOODALL Kate Goodall is the 
co-founder and CEO of Halcyon, a 
nonprofit dedicated to solving 21st- 
century problems by providing space 
and access to emerging leaders in 
social entrepreneurship and the 
arts. She will share how the Halcyon 
Arts Lab has impacted the greater 

D.C. arts community. Presented in 
partnership with Halcyon.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St. 
Information: 703-746-4570

APRIL 13

GEORGETOWN SAXATONES AT 
THE LYCEUM Get ready to rock the 
house with the Georgetown University 
Saxatones. Their acapella repertoire 
includes everything from alternative to 
pop to soul. Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the Saxatones’ preferred 
charity: The John McNicholas 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. 
The event includes a 6:30 p.m. wine 
and cheese reception, followed by a 7 
p.m. performance.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/events 

CITY LIMITS: A CITYSCAPE 
INVITATIONAL EXHIBITION This 
invitational exhibition will feature a 
handful of extraordinarily talented 
artists who have focused on painting 
urban landscapes. The Principle 
Gallery hosts an opening reception for 
the exhibition, which will offer guests 
the opportunity to meet a few of the 
participating artists.  
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Principle Gallery, 208 King 
St. 
Information: www.principlegallery.

com/alexandria/exhibitions-principle-
gallery-alexandria

THE LATE SHIFT: WHAT IS ART? 
The question of “What is Art?” has 
been asked for ages. Find answers 
during the April Late Shift. Meet 
four of the region’s best up-and-
coming artists during the reception 
for 2018 Emerging Artists in Target 
Gallery. Visit the new Post-Grad 
Residency Studio and meet the 
spring resident, Alexis Gomez. Stop 
into the New Project Studio and see 
the fashions emerging designer 
Shadé Reneé has created during 
her time at the Torpedo Factory. 

Explore all three floors and meet 
Torpedo Factory artists while they 
create in their studios. Celebrate 
National Architecture Week and build 
a miniature city out of scraps with 
AIA NOVA. Mix and mingle with the 
Factory Society young-patrons group.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

2018 EMERGING ARTISTS: 
RECEPTION & ARISTS’ TALKS 
Target Gallery, the contemporary 
exhibition space of the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center, introduces a new 
annual exhibition series featuring the 
work of emerging artists of the D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia region. The 
selected artists for 2018 Emerging 
Artists are Katie Barrie, Ronald 
Jackson, Hollis McCracken and Holly 
Trout. Reception and talks will take 
place during The Late Shift: What is 
Art?
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

APRIL 14

JAVA JOLT LECTURE: RIDING 
WITH GEORGE Philip Smucker, 
author of “Riding with George: 

CALENDAR

Harvey                                               4/21-5/12

Imaginary friends 
can be whoever — or 
whatever — you want 
them to be, even a 
six and a half-foot tall 
rabbit. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

SEE CALENDAR | 25

Time: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. • Location: Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce office,  
6821 Richmond Highway • Information: ninat@ninatisara.com

APRIL 18

“HERE, NOW” OPENING 
RECEPTION Alexandria artist-
photographer Nina Tisara will 
be showing her mosaic art at 
the Mount Vernon Chamber 
of Commerce office from April 
18 to June 15. The exhibition, 
“Here, Now,” features Tisara’s 
new nature-themed work. The 
public is invited to an opening 
reception on April 18. Please 
RSVP by April 11 to ninat@
ninatisara.com. 
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Nancy Armistead Craig 
Blackburn, age 68, died on 
March 28, 2018, surrounded 
by her loving family at home 
in Alexandria. 

Nancy was born in Mel-
rose, Massachusetts on 
Oct. 21, 1949 to Charles 
and Fariss Craig. The fam-
ily moved frequently due 
to Chuck’s job with IBM, 
but Alexandria was Nan-
cy’s home. She graduated 
from Groveton High School 
in 1967 and then attended 
Randolph-Macon Women’s 
College in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, graduating in 1971. 
That same year she married 
her best friend and high 
school sweetheart, Richard 
Blackburn, in Gainesville, 
Florida. The two lived for a 
time in Atlanta, Georgia and 
Annapolis, Maryland before 
returning to Alexandria, 
where the family expanded 
to four (and later six). 

Nancy is survived by her 
adoring beau of 52 years 

and husband of 46, Dick; her 
daughter Blanton Blackburn 
and her husband Jason Rich-
ard of Portland, Oregon; her 
son Craig and his wife Eana 
Chung (and their soon to be 
baby boy) of Washington, 
D.C.; her brother John Mi-
chael Craig of Alexandria; 
and all of her wonderful 

friends from childhood, high 
school, college, the Alexan-
dria Lunch Bunch Associa-
tion (ALBA) and later life. 

There isn’t enough space 
in this paper to describe the 
amazing Nancy or to try to 
“summarize” her outstand-
ing life and her vigor in liv-
ing it. Wife, mother, friend, 
gardener extraordinaire, 
avid reader, artist, humor-
ist, hostess - a tremendous 
generous spirit. She was the 
embodiment of sweetness 
and love. Those whose lives 
she touched, inspired, and 
influenced will be forever 
grateful and will carry her 
memory with them always.

Friends may visit at De-
maine Funeral Home from 5 
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
3. There will be a Mass of 
Christian Burial at the Basil-
ica of St. Mary in Alexandria 
at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 5, followed by a recep-
tion at Belle Haven Country 
Club. 

Nancy Armistead Craig BlackburnSportsmanship & Chivalry in 
the Making of America’s First 
President,” delivers a lecture about 
his new book, which explores 
Alexandria’s native son, George 
Washington’s, love for sports and 
games and how that passion led 
to success on the battlefield and, 
later, in national politics. Friends of 
Alexandria Archaeology host this 
free “Java Jolt lecture.”
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

THE U.S. AIR FORCE STRINGS 
Join 16 musicians for a spring 
afternoon of traditional orchestra 
and strolling segments that include 
a wide range of musical styles. A 
large turnout is expected, so please 
RSVP to admin@nvfaa.org. Free 
admission.
Time: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

APRIL 15

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR: 
PHARMACY NERDS Spend 
more time touring the Apothecary 
Museum with museum volunteer, 
Renan Bonnel, a pharmacovigilance 
scientist. Renan will focus on the 
historic medicinal ingredients that 
are still used today in modern 
medicine, while also touching upon 
the Stabler and Leadbeater family 
and business history. This tour 
is great for first time and return 
visitors. The tour costs $15 per 
person.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 to 107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

APRIL 19

2018 PUBLIC SAFETY & 
VALOR AWARDS The Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce honors 
the brave women and men of the 
city’s police and fire department 
and sheriff’s office, who showed 
exceptional poise and courage in 
extraordinary circumstances in 
2017. Nominated by their peers, 
the Chamber will recognize selfless 
acts of many individuals throughout 
the year, including the shooting at 
Eugene Simpson Stadium Park in 
June 2017. This event is presented 
by Inova Alexandria Hospital. 
Time: 8 to 10 a.m. 
Location: Hilton Alexandria Old 
Town, 1767 King St.
Information: www.alexchamber.
com 

APRIL 21

85TH ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
HISTORIC HOMES & GARDEN 
TOUR Five of Old Town Alexandria’s 
finest private homes and gardens 
will open to the public as part of 
the 85th Historic Garden Week, 
the oldest and largest house 
and garden tour in the nation. 
The homes will feature beautiful 
flower arrangements created by 
the members of the Garden Club 
of Alexandria and The Hunting 
Creek Garden Club, which are 
sponsoring the tour, open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. A marketplace at 
The Athenaeum, boutique shopping 
and fine dining are just steps away. 
In addition, the tour ticket allows 
access to two Garden Club of 
Virginia restoration projects, George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate 
and Gardens and Green Spring 
Gardens, in addition to other local 
properties of historic interest.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-838-5005

Body, Mind,  
Emotions & Spirit

Individual sessions and classes

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com
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Space is limited! 
Amy Herrera at 703-425-9702 or email aherrera@FMFH.COM

Panelists:

• Panel of local experts (estate planning attorneys, trust 
and life insurance advisors, retirement specialists,      
and funeral service personnel) 

• Learn the importance and benefits of planning ahead 
• Learn how to successfully distribute assets to family    

and charities 
• Learn the pros and cons of using a Trust to avoid probate

• Understand the difference between a will and a trust 
• Be advised of the pitfalls of poorly executed wills
• Learn about the benefits of pre-planning your funeral 

service and of purchasing your final resting place. 
• Review ownership options of assets and determine joint 

assets versus individual ownership

Deena Imbriglia, Michael H. Doherty, Esq., George Boisse, III, 
Cary Cucinelli, Esq., Archer Harmon, Peter Hause, Morgan Price, CRPC

This event is for everyone – regardless of your level of wealth or financial expertise. 

Join us on Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 1:00 to 4:00
Program begins at 1:30

Enjoy mingling and Hors'doeuvres from 1:00 to 1:30 PM 
Panelist will be available for questions before and after the presentation.

Country Club of Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road, Fairfax Va 22030 

A Free Pre-Planning Event
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• Learn the pros and cons of using a Trust to avoid probate

• Understand the difference between a will and a trust 
• Be advised of the pitfalls of poorly executed wills
• Learn about the benefits of pre-planning your funeral 

service and of purchasing your final resting place. 
• Review ownership options of assets and determine joint 

assets versus individual ownership

Deena Imbriglia, Michael H. Doherty, Esq., George Boisse, III, 
Cary Cucinelli, Esq., Archer Harmon, Peter Hause, Morgan Price, CRPC

This event is for everyone – regardless of your level of wealth or financial expertise. 

Join us on Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 1:00 to 4:00
Program begins at 1:30

Enjoy mingling and Hors'doeuvres from 1:00 to 1:30 PM 
Panelist will be available for questions before and after the presentation.

Country Club of Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road, Fairfax Va 22030 

A Free Pre-Planning Event
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
Dino Drudi argues in his letter, 

“High school should keep the name T. 
C. Williams,” in the March 29 Alex-
andria Times that city schools super-
intendent T. C. Williams was justified 
in firing Blois Hundley, a black cafe-
teria worker and mother of eight, for 
having the temerity to join a federal 
civil rights lawsuit seeking to com-
pel the Alexandria school system to 
allow her children to attend a whites 
only school. 

Without offering anything remote-
ly resembling evidence, Drudi implau-
sibly claims that Hundley’s action 
constituted insubordination and con-
flict of interest. As the late Christo-
pher Hitchens observed, “That which 

can be asserted without evidence can 
be dismissed without evidence.” 

Drudi concludes this apologia 
thusly: “History can only morally 
assess actions in the context of their 
time, not with the informed judg-
ment inherent in hindsight.” 

This is nonsense.  As an arch seg-
regationist, Williams’ actions were 
just as morally reprehensible and un-
just in 1958 as they are in 2018. And 
that he felt no constraint in firing 
Hundley for the offense of seeking 
a better life for her children further 
underscores just how morally bank-
rupt he was as head of the Alexandria 
school system.

-Craig Taylor, 
Alexandria

Actions of T.C. Williams 
were reprehensible

Alexandria’s local elections are fun – at least for those on the sidelines 
watching. 

Our city’s Democratic primary campaigns tend to hold most of the dra-
ma and portend the fall general election outcome. This year is no different 
and it combines elements from the last two election cycles in 2012 and 
2015. For newcomers, or those with short memories, here’s a recap of the 
2012 and 2015 primary campaigns, both of which contained plenty of the-
atre. 

In 2012, a whopping 14 candidates vied for the six slots on the Demo-
cratic side. The field contained incumbents, political newcomers, former 
school board members and plenty of biographical, ethnic and gender di-
versity. 

The debates were rollicking and it was difficult to keep track of every-
one’s positions and credentials. From the chaos, political newcomers John 
Chapman and Allison Silberberg secured spots on the Democratic slate in 
June, joining Tim Lovain, Del Pepper, Paul Smedberg and Justin Wilson. 
Silberberg then won the most votes in the November general election to 
become vice mayor, as all six Democrats won seats over three Republican 
opponents.

On the mayoral side, there was far less drama in 2012. Then incumbent 
Bill Euille was unopposed in the primary and easily defeated Andrew Mac-
donald, who ran as an independent, in the general election.

In the 2015 Democratic primary, the drama shifted from council – 
where the current incumbents formed a slate of six – to mayor, as two for-
midable candidates, Vice Mayor Silberberg and former Mayor Kerry Don-
ley, stepped forward to challenge Euille for the Democratic nomination. 
These three heavyweights duked it out through three debates, with Silber-
berg ultimately edging out Euille for the Democratic mayoral nomination.

The drama didn’t end there, however, as Euille declined to accept the 
primary result and instead mounted a write-in campaign for mayor. The 
unusual scenario created electoral drama that built from late summer 
through Election Day, which was somewhat anti-climactic as Silberberg 
prevailed by an almost two-to-one margin.

The 2018 Democratic primary is shaping up to be a combination of the 
council free-for-all of 2012 and the mayoral slugfest of 2015.

This year, on the council side, 12 Democratic candidates are vying for 
the six slots in the general election. Incumbents Willie Bailey, John Chap-
man, Del Pepper and Paul Smedberg are joined by, in order of their dec-
laration of candidacy: Dak Hardwick, Mo Seifeldein, Amy Jackson, Canek 
Aguirre, Robert Ray, Matt Feely, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and Chris Hub-
bard. 

They are a diverse and impressive group, whose ranks include small 
business owners and entrepreneurs, military veterans, lobbyists, educa-
tors and homemakers. There’s a nearly 50-year span in ages, with three 
women and nine men among their ranks.

Meanwhile, Vice Mayor Wilson announced last fall that he would chal-
lenge incumbent Silberberg in the mayor’s race. Silberberg and Wilson 
have expressed distinctly different visions for Alexandria’s present and 
future during their time on council, and have often publicly clashed. Their 
debates should be fascinating. The contest appears to be too close to call.

So hold onto your hats Alexandrians. March Madness may be over, but 
for those who make the effort to pay attention, an entertaining local con-
test is underway. It promises to be as intriguing as it is important.

March Madness gives 
way to electoral fever
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My View |  Elizabeth Bennett-Parker

This year’s annual column on 
making the most of our spring-
time is not going to require much 
convincing. It wasn’t a partic-
ularly cold or snowy winter, but 
it was drab, and 
everyone I know is 
beyond ready to get 
out and enjoy the 
spring weather.

Alexandrians 
are blessed with an 
abundance of ways 
to celebrate the 
warming season. 
Just getting out-
doors will feel plenty good, but 
what incredible options we have.

First, we can simply stroll 
our beautiful and historic neigh-
borhoods. This time of year, our 
neighbors are planting in their 
flowerbeds, window boxes, or 
pots on their sidewalks and 
hanging new door wreaths. For a 
closer look inside and a peek be-
hind garden walls, don’t miss the 
Historic Homes & Garden Tour 
on April 21.

Baseball season is final-
ly here and there’s no easier or 
more picturesque way to get 
to and from Nats Park than the 
Potomac Riverboat Company’s 
Baseball Boat that boards at our 
waterfront. And speaking of the 
river, Alexandria has access to 
incredible waterfront trails and 
parks where you can stroll, pic-
nic or bike. For the more ambi-
tious among us, there’s always 
the George Washington Parkway 
Classic, a ten mile race along the 
Potomac from Mount Vernon to 
Old Town on April 22.

Keep an eye out for festivals 
and events where you can sip 
spirits at galleries, brew houses 
or gardens or even historic sites 
such as the Mt. Vernon lawn. On 
Saturdays in May, enjoy Attics 
and Alleys, a three-hour walking 
tour of rarely seen historic sites 
in Old Town. Afterwards, check 
out one of the many new restau-

rants opening this spring, like 
Mia’s Italian Kitchen or Smok-
ing Kow BBQ. We should never 
take our treasures for granted – 
they’re not just for tourists.

Speaking of tour-
ists, I’m sure you’ve 
heard that Money 
Magazine just select-
ed Alexandria as the 
#1 best travel desti-
nation in the United 
States for 2018. What 
a confirmation that 
we live in an incredi-
ble place. 

This calls on us to be gra-
cious hosts for the visitors that 
designation is certain to bring. 
We know from Visit Alexandria 
studies that tourism generates 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
for local businesses and supports 
thousands of Alexandria jobs. 
Tourism also reduces the tax 
burden on our households.

Cities that are tourist des-
tinations tend to also spur cre-
ative economies. The charm and 
vitality that lures tourists also 
attracts entrepreneurs and helps 
businesses recruit skilled work-
ers. The snowball effect adds to 
the diversity and strength of Al-
exandria.

What can we do to enhance 
the visitor experience? First, be 
welcoming in every way, such as 
helping someone who’s strug-
gling with a map or looking lost. 
You know how such help has 
made you feel in strange places. 
Second, be ready to suggest great 
places for them to visit, shop or 
dine. We all value recommenda-
tions from locals when we travel.

Spring has sprung and it’s a 
great time to get out and enjoy 
our community – and let our en-
thusiasm become contagious to 
visitors.

The writer is the executive 
director of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Center.

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

BILL REAGAN

Finally, spring is hereI was born in Alexandria. Both of my 
parents were in the Navy and their service 
took us many places, but I chose to come 
back home to build my life here with my 
husband, Stephen. And while he’s part of 
the reason I’m running, a 
bigger reason is because of 
my mom. She used to al-
ways tell me, “if you’re not 
part of the solution, you’re 
part of the problem.”

I’ve applied that belief 
to everything I’ve done, 
including starting my own 
business. I founded Fruit-
cycle to fight food waste. 
We bought fruit that would 
otherwise go to waste from 
local farmers and turned it 
into healthy snacks, while 
also hiring women who 
were formerly incarcerated or homeless. I 
wanted to fight not only the detrimental 
environmental effects of food waste, like 
its contribution to greenhouse gases, but 
also the paradox that we waste 40 percent 
of our food while one in six Americans are 
hungry.

As a small business owner, I’ve been 
responsible for hiring employees, making 
payroll and balancing a budget. I know 
the razor-thin line between profitabili-
ty and survival. Small businesses are the 
lifeblood of our economy; in addition to 
attracting new industries to Alexandria, 
we must also build up and support our 
small businesses to ensure their success 
and survival.

I hired my first employee through the 
local nonprofit Together We Bake.  Over 
time, I realized we were doing similar 
things and thought we could have a larg-
er impact together; we joined forces a few 
years ago. We provide job training and 
personal development for women in need. 
The issues that face the women in our pro-
gram affect a lot of Alexandrians – and 

there is only so much we can do as a small 
nonprofit. That’s why I’m running for city 
council: to elevate the work I do every day 
to the highest levels of Alexandria. I want 
your family and all families in Alexandria 

to succeed, alongside our busi-
nesses.

Many families are barely 
making it because housing is 
too expensive and affordable 
places to live are becoming 
increasingly scarce. This is 
not just the case for lower-in-
come families. Seniors who 
have lived their entire lives in 
our city deserve the decency 
of retiring here. Young people 
who are starting their careers 
deserve to pay rent without 
worrying about whether they 
will make their student loan 

payment. If elected, I am committed to 
spending every available moment ex-
ploring alternative revenue sources and 
creative solutions to make an affordable 
Alexandria a reality for all – not just for 
some.

In addition to a place to live, our chil-
dren also need a world-class education. 
We need to address our capacity issues 
and modernize our facilities. Alexandria 
has excellent teachers and we must work 
with ACPS to empower them to help close 
the very real and significant achievement 
gaps for low-income students. And more 
than anything, young Alexandrians need 
a strong start in life with high-quality 
pre-K for every family – no matter their 
financial circumstances.

In the nonprofit world, to help people 
you must build coalitions, collaborate, 
find consensus and constantly do more 
with less. In the small business world, you 
must make tough decisions to balance 
your budget and survive. I bring those 
skills to city council and respectfully ask 
for your vote on June 12. 

Why I’m running for council

ELIZABETH  
BENNETT-PARKER

To the editor:
I greatly appreciate your March 22 

front-page article on Blois Hundley, “A 
school cook’s forgotten civil rights stand.” 
It provides valuable education on shame-
ful local and national history, as well as 
the triumph of character and persever-

ance over injustice. You have helped pre-
serve the value of the personal struggle of 
Hundley and those who supported her at 
the time – and those who have worked to 
extend and expound on the cause. 

-Ian Arthur Maxey,
Alexandria 

A story of triumph over injustice
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To the editor:
As the widow of a fallen 

Alexandria police officer 
and the mother of an Al-
exandria police officer, I 
am very concerned about 
the safety of our offi-
cers. The city has contin-
ued to disregard their pay 
philosophy, which states 
it will pay their employees 
competitively. Alexandria 
police are and have been 
the lowest paid police de-
partment in the metropol-
itan area, yet provide the 
city with exceptional ser-
vice every day. The police 
department ranks third 
(behind the fire depart-
ment and libraries) as how 
positively the residents 
see city agencies and pro-
grams. 

My first husband, Cor-
poral Charlie Hill, gave 
his life serving this city on 
March 22, 1989.  He left be-
hind two young sons.  His 
youngest son, Rob, is now 
an officer on this depart-
ment.  Charlie died saving 
the life of a 17-year-old 
drug dealer.  

If the city continues 
to ignore their philoso-
phy and pay our officers 
at the current rate, they 
will continue to lose qual-
ity officers to other sur-
rounding jurisdictions.  
How many officers can you 
afford to train for other 
departments? Of the de-
partment’s street patrol 
officers, 46 percent have 
five years or less on the 
force. This is a staggering 
figure and a huge officer 
safety issue. 

These officers deal with 
the citizens every day. We 
need to make the invest-
ment in our officers now 
so they will stay to become 
veteran officers to lead this 

department in the future. 
The event at Simpson Park 
was an anomaly, and be-
cause of the abilities of the 
three officers involved we 
did not lose one life except 
for the shooter. 

The officers the de-
partment hires are being 
recruited by other agen-
cies at a higher pay as soon 
as they start the acade-
my. These officers, after 
being trained, will look to 
other departments to go 
to. The cost to train one of-
ficer is $100,000 plus. Does 
the city have this kind of 
money to throw away? 

Mayor Silberberg, coun-
cil members and City Man-
ager Mark Jinks, wake up. 
You need to pay fairly and 
competitively to keep our 
quality officers from leav-
ing to go with other agen-
cies.  

-Ginny Hill-Obranovich,
Alexandria

To the editor:
This week marks 50 years 

since Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was shot dead at the Lor-
raine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee. King earned 
his hard-won reputation by 
showing up and speaking in 
support of important caus-
es and movements. And he 
used his words around those 
events to set an example and 
change the direction of our 
country for the better.

I want to thank Mayor 
Allison Silberberg for also 
being that kind of leader, a 
leader who shows up. She 
went to the student walkout 
at George Mason Elementary 
School on March 14 at the in-
vitation of several students, 
including 11-year-old Naomi 
Wadler. On March 24, Silber-
berg greeted fellow marchers 
at the King Street Metro be-
fore the March for Our Lives 
and then went with them to 
the March.

By showing up and being 
at the March, she partici-
pated in this historic con-
versation on gun violence. 
She also wrote a resolution, 

passed unanimously by city 
council on Feb. 27, calling for 
Congress and the Virginia 
General Assembly to “prior-
itize the protection of stu-
dents” and support common 
sense gun reform laws. It 
also called for local govern-
ments to be allowed to enact 
common sense gun policies.

Two other significant ini-
tiatives have been drafted by 
Silberberg, one on ethics and 
transparency in local gov-
ernment and a Statement on 
Inclusiveness, which is now 
posted all across our city. 
These are not just words, but 
set the tone for how we move 
forward as a city, especially 
after tragic events, such as 
Charlottesville, the school 
shooting in Parkland, Florida 
and the shooting at Alexan-
dria’s Simpson Field.

Because of her thought-
ful leadership, Silberberg 
was one of only nine may-
ors invited by New York City 
Mayor Bill DeBlasio and New 
Orleans Mayor and Presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors Mitch Landrieu to 
Gracie Mansion to discuss 

the importance of equity and 
inclusiveness in our country 
with prominent civil rights 
leaders. She was also invit-
ed last fall to be a lecturer 
at the New Mayors School at 
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government. She 
has gone as a representative 
of our great city, and repre-
sented us well.

Despite a meager salary, 
Silberberg often works 16 to 
18 hours a day as a more than 
full-time mayor. She consis-
tently shows up to represent 
the city at multiple events 
day and night. She is care-
ful, measured and thought-
ful with her words, and this 
is a very important quality 
to have in our mayor. I ap-
preciate that, like MLK, she 
speaks up and shows up. In 
addition to tackling many 
issues across the city, Sil-
berberg has set a new high 
bar for leadership in a very 
short time, and for this, she 
deserves to be reelected as 
the Democratic nominee for 
mayor on June 12.

-Boyd Walker,
Alexandria

To the editor:
This year’s Alexandria City 

Council race is quite crowded, 
with 12 candidates throwing 
their hats in the ring on the 
Democratic side alone. One of 
the upsides of such a crowd-
ed field is that you can get 
true diversity of experience, 
thought and multiple points 
of view.

It’s also a great way to see 
who really stands out. And 
while we’re still more than 
two months out from the June 
12 primary, one of the candi-
dates really stands out to me: 
Dak Hardwick. His experience, 
knowledge of the city and pas-
sion for making Alexandria a 
prosperous city for all is what 

we need in our elected leaders.
Dak recently rolled out 

his “Empower Alexandria 
Plan.”  The plan outlines a 
broad approach to serving 
the needs of all our residents, 
recognizing that our city is a 
system of multiple needs and 
interests to balance and un-
derstanding you have to pull 
multiple levers to make every-
thing work. Dak’s Empower 
Alexandria Plan recognizes 
that tomorrow is now and we 
have no time to waste in mak-
ing progress in critical areas, 
such as education, housing, 
public safety compensation 
and civic innovation. Dak’s 
Empower Alexandria Plan 
is not just about addressing 

one issue, it’s about looking 
at how several important is-
sues are interrelated and how 
we have to develop coalitions 
across Alexandria to bring the 
change we need. 

Dak’s Empower Alexandria 
Plan articulates more plain-
ly than any other candidate 
what he stands for, why we 
should vote for him and what 
we can hold him accountable 
for should he win. As you’re 
examining the candidates and 
determining who will earn 
your vote, I highly recommend 
you take a look at Dak’s plan, 
and support his vision in this 
year’s city council election.

-Matt Gaston,
Alexandria

Our police need 
competitive pay

Mayor Silberberg shows up

Hardwick stands out in council field

If the city 
continues to 
ignore their 
philosophy and 
pay our officers 
at the current 
rate, they will 
continue to lose 
quality officers to 
other surrounding 
jurisdictions.  How 
many officers 
can you afford 
to train for other 
departments?
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Last Week
Do you think there should be a federal ban on 
assault weapons, such as AR-15s?
52% Yes
40% No 
7% It should be on a state-by-state basis
1% I'm not sure

This Week 
Will you vote in the June 12 Democratic 
primary or participate in the Republican 
caucus to select candidates for mayor and city 
council?

A) I'm participating in the Democratic primary 
B) I'm participating in the Republican caucus
C) I'm not participating in either 

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com

OUT OF THE ATTIC

*Due to suspected fraudulent responses, the Times is only 
reporting poll responses recorded between Wednesday, 
March 28 and Friday, March 30.  

In the winter of 1907, The Relief 
Hook and Ladder Company in Alexan-
dria faced a puzzling mystery. Acting 
Driver Edward Fornshill was up to the 
challenge of solving the conundrum. 
Fornshill, as driver, was the only paid 
member of the company. On several 
occasions, while Forshill was on the 
second floor of the firehouse, some-
one opened the door of the stall occu-
pied by Belle, described in The Wash-
ington Post as “one of the handsome 
grays that draw the truck.” Not only 
the stall door, but the big doors at the 
front were open and Belle could be 
found across the street. 

There was much discussion about 
this mystery among the members of 
the company who would congregate in 
the firehouse at night. They believed 
it to be the work of a practical joker 
and Fornshill was determined to catch 
whoever was letting Belle out of her 
stall – and out of the firehouse – at 
night. 

On Feb. 19, 1907, Fornshill hid near 
Belle’s stall and waited for the joker 
to arrive. After a short time, he saw 
Bell “catch the wire that throws open 
the stall door in her teeth and give a 
sudden jerk that liberated her.” Belle 
then made her way to the front doors, 
“repeated the operation” on the wires 
holding the heavy bolts, and “in less 
time than it takes to tell it, Belle was 
ambling to her favorite spot across the 
street.”

The Washington Post conclud-
ed that Fornshill covered the wires 
with strips, and “Bell will now have 

to possess herself with patience un-
til the regular hours for exercising.” 
Fornshill made it into the newspaper 
in other horse-related incidents as 
well, though the other stories lack the 
charm of Belle’s evening escapades. 

In 1897 a horse pulling a wagon 
fell on Fornshill, though he was not 
injured. The Alexandria Gazette not-
ed, “The Horse is supposed to have 
had a fit.” Several years later, in 1911, 
he was “bitten on the left cheek by a 
horse he was feeding.” The horse in 
question was likely not Belle, as Forn-
shill had moved to Reliance Steam 
Fire Engine Company at 115 N. Pat-

rick St. by that time. 
The Relief Hook and Ladder Com-

pany building where Belle lived is now 
a private residence. Another 19th-cen-
tury Alexandria firehouse, however, is 
now a museum. Friendship Firehouse 
at 107 S. Alfred St., is open 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays, though it 
pre-dates horse-drawn fire engines.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

The photo in the March 29 
Attic was of Sally Cary Fairfax 

and was contributed by the 
Carlyle House Historic Park.

The saga of Belle the Houdini fire horse

COURTESY PHOTO
Horse-drawn fire wagon in Alexandria, from the Charles Sampson Collection at the Alexan-
dria Library.
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Weekly Words

40. Provisions
41. Taking the place (of)
42. Pretty decent
43. Piped instrument
44. Computer malfunction
45. Health class seg.
49. Home exterior, sometimes
51. Hun or successful blitzer
52. Intestinal section
53. Password relatives
54. Original "American Idol" judge
57. Some time units
58. Makes boo-boos
59. Brazilian resort city
61. Grown together, in biology
62. Woolly Andean creatures
63. Losing mental powers from aging
65. Cowpoke's ropee
66. Gripping claw
67. Taking a gander
74. Cubs' cubbies
76. Type of imbalance
77. Intensify quickly

78. Litigation participant
79. Best way to do things
80. Cosmetics succulent
81. "Royal Rhapsody in the third" and 

others
82. Electrified swimmers
83. They're moving into the fast lane
85. Some beetles and cheerer-uppers
86. They're shorter than stares
88. Modifies, tailor-wise
89. Prop on a golf course
91. Galvanize
93. Played an old guitar?
95. Deity
96. Coin of Pakistan
97. Operate a Nikon
99. One not for
100. Co. "don't reveal this" agreements
101. Quick snack
103. One of the Windsors
105. Aircraft carrier letters
106. Noted building designer I.M.
107. Blogging feed format
108. "Ink Master" design, for short

THE PLACES WE WILL GO By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1. Secret information
7. Impaired or immobilized
15. A Flintstone
20. Mammoth trapper
21. Annul or rule against
22. "Hasta la vista"
23. Rewards excessively
25. Sometimes-congested body part
26. Talk or rally type
27. Patella location
28. Home baker
29. Make a decision
30. Close again, as a Ziploc
32. Teen blemish cause
34. Any blade sharpener
35. Letter of 90 degrees
36. Self-centeredness
38. Longish propeller
39. "Despite this ..."
40. Jungle ropes
43. Store more than one can sell
45. Mani-pedi places
46. Part of, as a scam
47. Button on a stopwatch
48. Mr. go-with
49. Tarot card reader, supposedly
50. Space bar neighbor
51. One of the zodiac's 12
53. Shade of green
54. Like many first-graders
55. Writer's point?
56. In the manner of

57. Canaries' relatives
60. Models of perfection
64. Where this clue's solution is
68. One-through-nine game
69. Like how you're working now
70. Hither's partner
71. Little Ms. Bobbsey
72. Ruby, for one
73. UCLA part
74. "Correct answer!" sound
75. French friend
76. Prince, often
78. Senior's Junior
79. Plate for Eucharist
82. Bibliographical abbr.
83. Be shot while smiling?
84. Subordinate
86. Gaggle members
87. Lob shot's path
88. Put food away
90. Boats with one mast
91. Sports tie term
92. NBA guard vis-a-vis NBA center
94. "Great" or "lesser" creatures
95. Understands
98. A substance dissolved in another
99. Prefix with bellum or meridian
101. Eight bells
102. "Found it!"
104. Related on Mom's side
105. Quota-shy factory's output
109. Yelp contributor
110. Seemingly black, as the sky at night

111. Summer, e.g.
112. Flexible Flyers
113. U-turn from macho
114. Thomas Jefferson had one

DOWN
1.Resting on
2. Ranter's partner
3. Brunch fare, sometimes
4. Busy mo. for the IRS
5. Jefferson coins
6. Without key, musically
7. Big goofball
8. Less than we've?
9. "R-MD" person, e.g.
10. Criminal causing a back draft
11. Most courageous
12. Ad's version of "diet"
13. Lush place in Genesis
14. ___ Moines
15. Dryer go-with
16. Blithering moron
17. Old printing machine
18. One of many spotted at Disney World
19. States with force
24. Mr. Torme
29. Fast dance syllable
31. Unlike air
32. "... and children of all ___!"
33. Center
34. Some frying vessels
36. Not losing or winning
37. Brief time periods

DEATH NOTICES
NANCY BLACKBURN (68), of Alexandria, March 28, 2018
SUSAN J. CLUFF (73), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 14, 2018
RONALD J. CROSS (76), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 28, 2018
WANDA M. DAVIS, of Alexandria, March 21, 2018
JEANNE C. DONOVAN (77), of Alexandria,  
March 20, 2018
JUNE E. DRUMMOND (86), of Alexandria, March 23, 2018
ALLAN L. GRUER (83), of Alexandria, March 24, 2018
MARJORIE KICAK (86), of Alexandria, March 26, 2018
KEITH D. KINCAID (42), of Alexandria, March 22, 2018
BEA KLEIER, of Alexandria, March 2, 2018
CHALMERS H. MARQUIS JR. (91), of Alexandria,  
March 24, 2018
NORMA J. NEWSOME (85), of Alexandria,  
March 20, 2018
PAUL SAMBORSKI (86), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 16, 2018
NORMAN H. STEPNO (78), of Alexandria, March 22, 2018
CAROL S. WILKES, of Alexandria, March 26, 2018
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CATTLE 

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
BULL AND COMMERCIAL 
HEIFER SALE. Angus, Polled 
Herefords, Gelbviehs and Bal-
ancers. Saturday, April 14, 2018 
at noon. Knoll Crest Farm, Red 
House, VA 434-376-3567 www.
knollcrestfarm.com 

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students – Career 
placement assistance. CALL Avi-
ation Institute of Maintenance. 
SCHEV certified 877-204-4130. 

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION 
between 2010 and present, 
you may be entitled to com-
pensation. Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727. 

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME MEDICAL RE-
CEPTIONIST needed in Fort 
Washington, MD. Orthopaedic 
practice.
Experience in insurance pre-
ferred, but may be willing to 
train the right person.
Fax Resume to 301-203-0482
Email to Sameerbshammas@
gmail.com

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

CDL TRAINING FOR LO-
CAL/OTR DRIVERS!  $700-
$1200 a week! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans in 
Demand! Richmond/Fredericks-
burg 877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

LAND AUCTION
LAND FOR SALE. Best Deals 
in Town. 0.25 – 40 Acres. $5k 
- $40k. Call 804-409-2363. 
www.mlsless.com 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill‐ Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

PETS
AKC REGISTERED LAB 
PUPPIES. Black, yellow and 
chocolate colors. Vest checked, 
first shots, and worked, $800 
each. 540-705-6275. 

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, April 18, 2018 beginning at 
7:30 PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

BAR Case #2017-00435
Request for partial demolition at 
417 King Street
Applicant: TB Cantina, LLC

BAR Case#2018-00156

Request for alterations and roof-
top HVAC screening waiver at 
417 King Street
Applicant: TB Cantina, LLC

BAR Case #2018-00114
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 699 Prince Street
Applicant: J. River 699 Prince 
Street LLC

BAR Case #2018-00116
Request for alterations at 610 
South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Tracy Kennedy

BAR Case #2018-00136
Request for alterations at 904 
Franklin Street
Applicant: Natascha Syre O’ 
Leary

BAR Case #2018-00137
Request for demolition/capsula-
tion at 813 South Royal Street
Applicant: Robin Tucker

BAR Case #2018-00138
Request for partial demolition at 
214 Green Street 
Applicants: Chris and Courtney 
Capistran

BAR Case #2018-00139
Request for alterations at 214 
Green Street
Applicants: Chris and Courtney 
Capistran

BAR Case #2018-00146
Request for complete demolition 
at 114 South Washington Street
Applicant: J. River 699 Prince 
Street, LLC

BAR Case #2018-00147
Request for concept review of 
new construction at 114 South 
Washington Street
Applicant: J. River 699 Prince 
Street, LLC

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

Classifieds

 
TO:  Anna Patricia Garcia and Any Unknown Alleged Fathers;  
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the above noted parent whose whereabouts are unknown, as well as Any 
Unknown Alleged Fathers, whose whereabouts are also unknown, that the Indiana Department of Child 
Services has filed its Verified Petition Alleging the child to be in Need of Services, in accordance with I.C. 
31-34-9-3, and that an adjudication hearing has been scheduled with the Court. 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear before the Judge of the Marion Superior Court, 2451 N. 
Keystone Avenue, Indianapolis, IN  46218, 317-327-8392 for a Default Hearing on 6/7/2018 at 1:30 PM in 
JUVENILE COURT ROOM 13, 4th Floor. At said hearing, the Court will consider the Petition and evidence 
thereon and will render its decision as to whether the above named minor child is a child in need of services 
and shall enter adjudication accordingly. Your failure to appear after lawful notice will be deemed as your 
default and waiver to be present at said hearing. 
 
UPON ENTRY OF SAID ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSITIONAL HEARING will be held in which the 
Court will consider (1) Alternatives for the care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; (2) The necessity, 
nature, and extent of your participation in the program of care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; and 
(3) Your financial responsibility for any services provided for the parent, guardian or custodian of the child 
including child support. 
 
YOU MUST RESPOND by appearing in person or by an attorney within thirty (30) days after the last 
publication of this notice, and in the event you fail to do so, an adjudication on said petition and a 
dispositional decree may be entered against you without further notice. 
 
 
Dated this 16th day of March, 2018    
                                                                                                 
                                                                                                  Ordered, Myla Eldridge 
                                                                                                 Clerk of said Court, this 3/16/18 
 
Sharon A Flores, 27106-29 
Attorney, Indiana Department of Child Services  
 
*NOTE TO PUBLISHER Publish in the Alexandria, VA area, once each week for three (3) consecutive 
weeks, beginning immediately.

STATE OF INDIANA ) IN THE MARION SUPERIOR COURT

) SS:

COUNTY OF MARION ) CAUSE NUMBER:  49D09-1708-JC-002682

IN THE MATTER OF:  
CG - DOB 12/13/2001  
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE 
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES 
AND 
ANNA PATRICIA GARCIA, MOTHER AND  
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED FATHERS 
(Parents)

 
SUMMONS FOR SERVICE BY  
PUBLICATION & NOTICE OF  
CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES  
HEARING

LEGAL NOTICES

Help for people with 

Macular Degeneration

Learn more at www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong   (866) 321-2030

DMV offers special permit allowing 
low vision patients to drive with 
bioptic telescopic glasses.
Call for a FREE phone consultation 
with Dr. Armstrong, Optometrist

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

BE THE FIRST TO GET THE NEWS! 
Subscribe to our e-edition on our website,  
alextimes.com, under the tab About Us. 
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REAL ESTATE

Recognized as one of 
Washingtonian Magazine’s 
Top Producing REALTORS® 

for the Second Year in a Row! 

MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer
860.214.7474
marhule@mcenearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Get ready for the Spring market…Call MaryAshley to discuss your sale or new home purchase!

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

910 Powhatan Street #210S, 
Alexandria, VA 22314

$600,000
Represented the Buyer

2624 Jefferson Drive
Alexandria, VA 22303

$430,000
Represented the Buyer

730 Snowden Hallowell Way
Alexandria, VA 22314

$835,000

725 N Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

$950,000

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

932 N Columbus Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

$997,000

Sophistication, style & location in the heart of Old Town!  
Four years young, this LEED Certified 3-bedroom, 3.5-
bath townhome has a gourmet kitchen that opens to a 
family room with fireplace and custom built cabinetry  
with views of the private rear garden. The spacious 
master suite includes a spa bath with dual granite 
vanity, large shower & two walk-in closets. The home 
features a convenient bedroom level laundry room, 
upper level recreation room with guest suite, and 
sunny teak-floored roof terrace. Two deeded parking 
spaces in the rear of the home. 

FOR SALE 810 Snowden Hallowell Way
Alexandria, VA 22314

$849,000

Style . Location . Community - this home has all the 
best of everything! Luxury LEED Certified 3-bedroom, 
3.5-bath townhome just steps from Braddock Metro 
and the shops and restaurants of Old Town. Lower level 
office perfect for telecommuting and an open main 
level ideal for entertaining with light-filled chef’s kitchen 
and living room with built-in entertainment center. The 
master suite is perfect for relaxation with spa bath, and 
the private teak-floored roof terrace and recreation 
room provide a gracious space for your guests. Custom 
built-out closets. One-car attached garage. 

FOR SALE


