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CIVIL RIGHTS IN ALEXANDRIA
1958 | Jones v. The Board

As a second grader, 
James Lomax helped 
integrate Alexandria 
public schools 
BY JIM MCELHATTON

For years, James Lomax 
spent his afternoons on the 
same curb across from an 
Old Town church that serves 
meals to the homeless. 
Heavyset with a long gray 
beard, he kept to himself 
and, at times, could seem a 
little surly.

But he also displayed a 
quiet grace and generosi-

ty. For one family in an old 
rental house, whose young 
children gave him a friend-
ly wave each day, Lomax 
collected cast-off toys and 
clothes and then careful-
ly arranged them by their 
front door when nobody was 
around.

Because he was in and 
out of jail for years, few no-
ticed when Lomax was taken 
into custody in March 2011. 
It was hardly unusual. From 
2008 to 2010, he received 
more than a dozen littering, 
trespassing and other mis-

demeanor charges, which is 
not uncommon among the 
chronically homeless.

His apprehension in 2011 
was different. In court pa-
pers citing “severe cognitive 
impairment,” attorneys for 
the City of Alexandria re-
ceived a court order appoint-
ing a guardian for Lomax to 
oversee his health and fi-
nancial affairs. The mental 
health diagnosis informing 
this decision is under court 
seal.

The homeless man who 
made civil rights history

This is 
the second 

installment 
in an 

occasional 
series about 

civil rights in 
Alexandria.
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Left: Clipping from the Feb. 
11, 1959, Oxnard Press Cou-
rier shows siblings Margaret 
and James Lomax, accom-
panied by their mother and 
grandmother, crossing the 
road barricade into Theodore 
Ficklin Elementary School.
Below: James Lomax in the 
U.S. Army, circa early 1970s. 

One-percent increase 
for affordable housing 
irks restaurateurs
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

City council is set to pass 
the FY2019 budget on Thurs-
day, including a 1 percent 
increase in the restaurant 
meals tax that will be dedi-
cated to affordable housing. 
The proposed all-funds bud-
get is $909 million, which in-
cludes capital improvement 
projects, while the general 
funds budget is $742 million.

The proposal by Council-
or Willie Bailey to raise the 
local restaurant meals tax 
from four to five percent – 
creating an estimated $4.75 
million in dedicated afford-
able housing funding – drew 
ire at council’s final budget 
work session Monday night 
from local restaurateurs, 
many of whom were in at-
tendance. The city last in-
creased the meals tax, from 
3 to 4 percent, in 2008. 

Council avoided contro-
versy over public safety pay 

Meals tax 
hike pro-
gresses

SEE MEALS TAX | 7
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© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

Seneca Hunt - Enjoy the finest finishes 
and touches: marble & hardwood floors, 
gourmet kitchen, lavish MBR & bath. 
Relax in your game room, work out in 
your gym, or host a party on your outdoor 
decks and patios. 6 Bedrooms, 4.55 Baths

GREAT FALLS $1,849,000  

West Springfield - Beautiful, split-
level with fresh paint and refinished 
floors. Great opportunity in the West 
Springfield High School Pyramid with 
large back yard in highly desirable 
neighborhood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

SPRINGFIELD $549,900  

Carlyle Towers - End unit with Victorian 
window design in sitting area of bed-
room. Hardwood floors, updated kitchen, 
garage parking and storage. King Street 
metro across the street. Onsite amenities 
include pool, putting green & tennis.

ALEXANDRIA $420,000 

Parklawn – Fabulously maintained 
w/renovated kitchen, Florida room, 2 
fireplaces, hardwood floors & finished 
basement! Walk to the pool or jogging 
paths! Near Harris Teeter & Glory Days 
restaurant.  5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

Clarendon/Courthouse - Rebuilt 1940’s 
farm house w/4 finished levels & expansive 
loft.  Features 9-ft ceilings, breakfast area w/
banquette, formal living & dining rooms. 
Covered patio & detached garage. Walk to 
Clarendon & metro. 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

ARLINGTON $1,550,000  

Northampton Place - Luxury condo w/
den, hardwood floors, fireplace, gourmet 
kitchen, and renovated bathrooms. Just 
off I-395 and only one stoplight to DC! 
Fabulous building amenities and 2 garage 
parking spaces! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

ALEXANDRIA $539,900  

Courtbridge – Arlington’s best buy!  Spa-
cious condo near Shirlington and 395! Up-
dated kitchen w/ new cabinets and granite 
counters, new carpet and paint through-
out.  MBR with sitting area, washer/dryer, 
and parking too! 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

ARLINGTON $329,000  

Potomac Club - Stunning end unit town 
home just across from Stonebridge 
Potomac Town Center. Main level was 
made for entertaining w/ large living 
room, sun room, open kitchen and ad-
joining balcony! 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

WOODBRIDGE $329,000

ALEXANDRIA $539,900



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MAY 3, 2018 | 3 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

PURPOSEFUL LIVING 
Whether you’re looking for Independent Living or Assisted Living, Paul Spring is committed to taking senior living to the next level.  

You’ll enjoy 12 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds with gazebo, koi pond, putting green and walking path. From our diverse enrichment 
and social programs to our exceptional fine dining experience, we deliver valued living all in the comfort of your new picturesque home. 

Call (703) 768-0234 for more information, and to schedule a personal tour with lunch or dinner.

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY · FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED IN VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS
7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · (703) 768-0234 · WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·      @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

CORRECTION: 
The brief "Foundation to plant memorial tree grove to honor 
Virginia Tech victims" that ran in the April 26 issue of the Alex-
andria Times stated the Virginia Tech Victims Family Outreach 
aims to institute a national background check system when, 
in reality, it aims to strengthen the existing system. The Times 
regrets the error.

The Alexandria Times 
announces two promo-
tions: long-time sales rep 
Margaret Stevens moves 
up to sales director, while 
managing editor and re-
porter Alexa Epitropou-
los becomes editor. Epi-
tropoulos replaces Denise 
Dunbar, who will remain 
as publisher and assume 
the new role of executive 
editor.

Stevens has worked as 
an advertising executive 
for the Alexandria Times 
for eight years. She has 
also worked for sever-
al publications related to 
design and the arts. Ste-
vens holds masters and 
a bachelors degrees from 
the University of Virginia.

Epitropoulos joined 
the Times staff as manag-
ing editor and reporter in 

April 2017 and, since join-
ing the team, has expand-
ed the Times’ breaking 
news coverage, introduced 
a daily newsletter and 
contributed to the produc-
tion of last year’s “Opioids 
in Alexandria” series. She 
cut her teeth as a web ed-
itor and reporter at the 
Jacksonville Business 
Journal in Jacksonville, 

Florida. She graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
communications, with an 
emphasis in journalism, 
from Flagler College in St. 
Augustine, Florida. She’s 
won Virginia Press Associ-
ation, Florida Press Asso-
ciation and Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists Mark 
of Excellence awards. 

-Times staff

Alexandria Times Staff Changes

MARGARET STEVENS
Sales Director

ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Editor

Alexandria City Public 
Schools and the Alexandria 
Health Department on Mon-
day reported a recent case 
of pulmonary tuberculosis 
at Patrick Henry Elementary 
School. 

It’s not clear if the infect-
ed individual was a student 
or faculty member. A news 
release from ACPS and the 
health department stated the 
two organizations were work-
ing to identify students and 

staff who might have come 
into close contact with the 
infected party. The health de-
partment is contacting any-
one in need of testing within 
the next few days, according 
to the release. 

The release also said 
there’s no further risk at Pat-
rick Henry Elementary School 
or at any other Alexandria 
school.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Tuberculosis case re-
ported at Patrick Henry
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CRIME

Begins Thursday, May 10
In-Depth Charka Series

Learn the wisdom of  
each chakra and its  

connection to your body, 
mind, emotions & spirit!

Register today at www.fourdirectionswellness.com

D I A MO N D  E A R R I N G S  F O R

M O T H E R S  D A Y

        KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Closed Sundays

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

An Alexandria man 
pleaded guilty to bank fraud 
charges related to a $1.2 mil-
lion ATM skimming scheme, 
according to a news release 
from the U.S. Attorney of the 
Eastern District of Virginia. 

Police apprehended Ro-
berto De Miranda Martinez, 
43, while he was in the process 
of installing a card-reading 

ATM skimming device and 
camera on an ATM in Colo-
nial Heights, Virginia, which 
is located south of Richmond. 
Skimming devices are used to 
gather data in order to clone 
cards to access funds from the 
customer’s account. 

A FBI investigation re-
vealed the scheme resulted 
in approximately $1.2 million 

in losses, according to the re-
lease.

De Miranda Martinez 
pleaded guilty to bank fraud 
and conspiracy to commit 
bank fraud. He will face a 
maximum penalty of 30 years 
in prison when he is sen-
tenced Aug. 1.  

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

City resident pleads guilty to skimming scheme

Metro Transit Police have 
arrested an Alexandria man 
suspected of assaulting a 
Metrobus operator at Hun-
tington Station, according to a 
WMATA news release.

Michael S. Powell Jr., 27, of 
Alexandria, faces charges of 
malicious bodily injury, a fel-
ony, misdemeanor assault and 
battery for an incident that oc-
curred April 25.

Powell is accused of 
punching a female bus op-
erator on the 10A Metrobus 

shortly before midnight on 
April 25. The assault followed 
a dispute between Powell and 
the driver at the Braddock 
Road Metro Station. He is 
also accused of assaulting a 
passenger as he was trying to 
exit the bus during the course 
of the attack.

Metro Transit Police and 
Fairfax County Police re-
sponded to the incident and 
found that the two victims had 
non-life threatening injuries. 
The injured passenger turned 

down medical treatment.
Though canvassing the 

area the night of the incident 
didn't lead to identification of 
the suspect, Metro Transit Po-
lice, in part, used the Metro-
bus' digital camera system to 
identify Powell. 

Metro police arrested 
Powell without incident on 
Tuesday evening. He will be 
arraigned in Fairfax County 
Circuit Court. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Alexandria man arrested after Metrobus assault

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Spring2ACTion, the annu-
al online giving event for Al-
exandria nonprofits, outraised 
last year by $100,000. 

This year’s April 25 event 
raised $1,768,501 for Alexan-
dria nonprofits in 24 hours, 
a year-over-year increase of 
$176,042. Spring2ACTion had 
9,402 donors contributing to 
its 157 participating nonprof-

its, with 20 of the nonprofits 
participating for the first time.

The Alexandria Soccer As-
sociation received the most 
donors, while RunningBrooke 
received the most dollars. Al-
exandria Harmonizers had the 
most donors of participating 
Spring4ART organizations 
and Team NoVA for Urban Al-
liance had the most free agent 

fundraisers.
“We are so proud to be part 

of such a generous communi-
ty,” ACT President and CEO 
Heather Peeler said in a state-
ment. “For the eighth year, 
Alexandria came together to 
support nonprofits that are 
essential to our city.”

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Spring2ACTion outraises last year’s total
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Offered at: 
$600,000

Offered at: 
$469,900

LISA MCCASKILL 
703.615.6036

428 John Carlyle Street

4

4.5

2,500 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$965,000

2

JULIE F. HALL 
703.786.3634

Offered at: 
$1,275,000

Offered at: 
$2,995,000

R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

508A Howell Avenue 232 Tennessee Avenue

BOBI BOMAR 
ELLEN PATRICK
703.927.2213

2

2

1,102 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$599,000

GRETCHEN WILKINSON 
703.597.8089

2

2

1,200 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$599,000

1

620 Ft Williams Parkway 

5,200 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,499,000

6

6.54

JULIE F. HALL 
703.786.3634

9613 Masey McQuire Ct

3

2.5

2,300 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$495,000

2

2

2

682 South Columbus Street

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

3

3.5

2,031 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$845,000

1

810 South Lee Street

DIANN CARLSON 
703.628.2440

2,415 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,289,000

3

2.5

BOBI BOMAR 
ELLEN PATRICK

703.927.2213

402 John Carlyle Street

3

3.5

2,376 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$959,000

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

2

1

1
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THANK YOU ALEXANDRIA

Giving Day Sponsors

See the full results at www.Spring2ACTion.org.

On April 25, Spring2ACTion raised $1,768,501 
from 9,381 donors benefitting 157 nonprofits 
serving Alexandria.

Thank you for supporting Alexandria’s Giving Day! 

Maria & Harry 
Hopper
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at the add/delete session by 
working out a prior funding 
agreement to increase police 
funding.

The restaurant tax in-
crease would raise the over-
all dining tax to 11 cents per 
dollar, of which five cents 
are local and six cents state 
taxes. City staff said the ad-
ditional penny would add 16 
cents to a $16 meal, bringing 
the total tax on an average 
meal to $1.76. 

The weekend before the 
meeting, community opposi-
tion to the meals tax increase 
bubbled up. First, Del Ray 
Café owners Margaret and 
Laurent Janowsky and the 
Eat Good Food Group, which 
owns Restaurant Eve, Ea-
monn’s, Society Fair and runs 
Hummingbird in the city, 
penned letters to council in 
opposition to the proposal. 
Then, the Del Ray Business 
Association unanimously 
voted against the proposed 
increase on Sunday. 

The Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce, which had 
previously voiced opposition 
to the tax in March, reiterat-
ed its stance over the week-
end. The Chamber said more 
than 60 percent of its mem-
bers are opposed to the tax. 
Many attendees at Monday’s 
council work session were 

non-food-industry Alexan-
dria small business owners 
who turned out to support 
their restaurant counter-
parts.

All six members of coun-
cil, along with Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, supported in-
creasing the restaurant tax. 
However, four members, Sil-
berberg, Bailey, John Chap-
man and Del Pepper, favored 
dedicating the new revenue 
to the affordable housing 
fund – meaning the money 
can’t be spent on anything 
else. 

The other three coun-
cilors – Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson and councilors Paul 
Smedberg and Tim Lovain – 
supported a plan proposed 
by Wilson that would have 
increased the restaurant 
tax, but not have dedicated 
the money to the affordable 
housing fund. Instead, they 
wanted the money to go into 
the CIP budget, where it 
could be spent on affordable 
housing, or on other projects. 
Wilson and Smedberg, who 
stated they oppose dedicat-
ed funding on principle, also 
supported abolishing the 
existing .6-cent affordable 
housing set aside.

Silberberg said the wave 
of opposition leading up to 
the meeting was partially 
due to the process, specif-
ically the lack of a public 

hearing in between prelim-
inary and final budget add/
delete sessions. 

“There has been some 
outreach, although it seems 
we have heard from a num-
ber of people today who 
didn’t realize what was com-
ing forward. I think, in part, 
that’s because of our system, 
frankly,” Silberberg said. 
“… I think, in the future, it 
would behoove us, as I dis-
cussed with [City Manager] 
Mr. [Mark] Jinks earlier today 
late this afternoon, that we 
should have, after the pre-
liminary add/delete, a public 
conversation, a public hear-
ing. That’s not really the case 
– we didn’t have a moment 
since last Tuesday.”

A public hearing on the 

tax increase won’t occur un-
til May 12, more than a week 
after the final budget adop-
tion. 

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
agreed reforms need to take 
place, saying similar ideas 
about reforming the system 
had been brought forward 
in past years. He suggested 
moving up add/delete ses-
sions and putting a two-tier 
add/delete process back in 
place, which would require 
council members to submit 
for consideration items that 
exceeded $50,000 earlier 
than is currently required.

“It gets a little tricky 
when it’s something that’s 
this large, that’s over 
$100,000 or $50,000 or, in 
this case, $4.75 million. 

That’s a real challenge from a 
process perspective,” Wilson 
said. “We’ll have, I’m sure, 
a short, wholesome conver-
sation about the source and 
use [of affordable housing 
funding], but process-wise, I 
think that’s a reform, when 
we have a guidance discus-
sion in the fall, we should put 
in place.”

Councilor Paul Smedberg 
said he didn’t agree that 
there was something wrong 
with the process, but said 
that, if changes were made, 
it would be appropriate to 
move up the add/delete sub-
mission deadline. Smedberg 
said he had previously spon-
sored a proposal for an item 
$50,000 or above to have a 
public hearing.

“It leant a level of seri-
ousness to the process and 
actually required the spon-
sors, the council members, 
to do their work. That’s the 
integral key to this whole 
process,” Smedberg said. “If 
someone does have a pro-
posal, they are supposed to 
go out to the community and 
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ENDORSED BY:

Democrats for a  
Better Alexandria

allisonsilberberg.com Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

 MAYOR ALLISON
SILBERBE RG
Fighting for a Livable  
Alexandria

“The People’s Mayor”

RE-ELECT

VOTEJUNE
12 th

Join us 
Seasonal special: Fresh Shad 

Roe with Anchovy Butter and 
Bacon Strips

Spring specials coming soon

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

There has been some outreach, 
although it seems we have heard 
from a number of people today 

who didn’t realize what was coming 
forward. I think, in part, that’s 
because of our system, frankly.”

– Mayor Allison Silberberg 

SEE MEALS TAX | 8

MEALS TAX FROM | 1
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they are supposed to sell it or 
do the work they have to do 
to gain support for it. That is 
key to the process.”  

In response to the lev-
el of opposition facing the 
meals tax increase, Silber-
berg proposed a compromise 
that would have shelved the 
meals tax, while directing 
the city manager to increase 
the .6-cent real estate tax 
dedication for affordable 

housing by 1.2 cents to 1.8 
cents in FY2020. 

“We will be tripling the 
dedicated funding for the 
affordable housing fund at 
a time when our city really 
needs it,” Silberberg said. “I 
think it’s a good opportunity. 
I think we’d go a long way.” 

The move would have en-
tailed waiting another year 
to increase funding for af-
fordable housing and ulti-
mately her colleagues on the 
dais didn’t support Silber-

berg’s proposal. 
“Madam Mayor, this was 

just sprung on me 15, 20 
minutes before walking in 
here. It’s tough for me right 
now to say that,” Bailey said. 
“We’ve been talking about 
this meals tax since Decem-
ber. Agree or disagree, it’s 
been in discussion. I don’t 
think it’s fair for staff to work 
on this proposal in the last 
minute. Either we’re going to 
support something or we’re 
not.” 

Councilor Tim Lovain ex-
pressed concern that Silber-
berg’s proposal would bind 
future councils and prevent 
them from making decisions 
based on the biggest fiscal 
concerns at the time. 

“I seriously question to 
what extent we could bind 
a council on tax rate. That’s 
one issue. You’re talking 
about deferred gratification 
here, about a one-year de-
lay, in substantial funding 
for affordable housing, which 
I think is questionable,” 
Lovain said. 

Silberberg’s proposal also 
sparked a heated response 
from Wilson, who said he was 
“baffled” by her proposal due 
to her opposition to the FY18 
budget. 

“I am getting whiplash 
here. Last year, during our 
budget process, Madam 
Mayor, quite honestly, you 
were very eloquent in op-
posing the budget in saying 
we should not raise the tax 
rate to put in the [capital 
improvement program] to 
fund an unspecified list of 
school capital projects,” Wil-
son said. “Now here we are, 
a year later, saying that we 
should raise the tax rate next 
year to put money in the CIP 
for an unspecified list of af-
fordable housing projects.”

Wilson, Smedberg and 
Lovain argued that demand 
for affordable housing proj-
ects could be uneven and 
that dedicated funding for 
affordable housing could, ul-
timately, be unfair to other 
city needs. 

“For one area to have two 
dedicated funding streams is 
fundamentally unfair to a lot 
of other programs that could 
make strong cases,” Smed-
berg said. 

Lovain suggested another 
alternative: maintaining the 
.6-cent real estate dedication 
and approving the 1 percent 
restaurant meals tax, but not 
dedicating that revenue for 
affordable housing. 

“This could have a real, 
serious impact on the oper-

ations of restaurants in this 
town. If that shows up in 
the next year, then the next 
council could change that, 
roll that tax back,” Lovain 
said, attracting derisive 
laughter from many in the 
audience.

Pepper and Chapman, 
along with Silberberg, ulti-
mately supported Bailey’s 
proposal. Chapman said the 
need for affordable housing 
wasn’t uneven. 

“We’ve had lined-up proj-
ects probably for a couple 
years now and we’ve never 
taken, even though I’ve men-
tioned this, never taken the 
opportunity to line up the 
resources around it. We have 
some of the projects lined up; 
we don’t want to commit,” 
Chapman said. “ … There’s 
no lumpiness in the need, 
we’ll say that. We do have 
folks who are coming to our 
housing department, looking 
for opportunities to do the 
projects. We have nonprofits, 
we have churches. … What is 
lumpy is the developer [af-
fordable housing] contribu-
tions. That’s not a question.” 

Pepper said, while the 

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.
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The market will 
bear a certain rate 
for a hamburger. 
It’s another 1 
percent we’re not 
able to capture. It 
will change the 
dynamics. This 
is a tax paid by 
the consumer – 
we feel most of 
that burden.”

– Bill Blackburn, 
co-owner, Pork Barrel 

BBQ, Holy Cow, The Sushi 
Bar, Sweet Fire Donna's

MEALS TAX FROM | 7
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Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

THE REGION’S NEWEST WATERFRONT

RESIDENCE HAS A
HISTORIC ADDRESS

Comprised of distinctive new condominiums and townhomes, gourmet dining and retail, a public promenade and 
revitalized pier, Robinson Landing connects Old Town’s storied past with its bright and modern future.

New Condominiums and Elevator Townhomes from $1.5 to $5.75M

To schedule a private tour, call 703-997-2210
Or visit EYA.com/waterfronthomes

Renderings and imagery are for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice.

EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property 
as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (col-
lectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding 
the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, 
RTS Homes Associates LL, and RTS Condo Associates LLC. 
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Nancy Perkins

+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com

WATC H  M Y F I L M :
N A N CY P E R K I N S.T T R S I R .C O M

Nancy Perkins

Contemporary Treehouse
1 5 0 7  S T O N E W A L L  R O A D ,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 0 2

$1,195,000  |  3 Bed  |  3.5 Bath

Nestled on a hidden street among exquisite gardens, this 3900 sf bright and 
airy contemporary home is appointed with 9-foot ceilings, hardwood � oors, and 
beautiful built-ins, This home boasts multiple living areas for casual and formal 
entertaining, 3 bedrooms with 2 renovated bathrooms upstairs, and a large 
recreation room with French doors to the terrace, home o�  ce, & full bathroom 
downstairs. This fabulous location is 5 blocks to Del Ray and less than a mile to 
two Metro Stations.
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Just when you thought we 
were already the best, we 
decided to get even better.
You likely already know Betty Ellis. Betty joins our 
Alexandria business bankers who deliver prompt, local  
decisions to help speed your business to its next level  
of success.

If you need banking solutions, stop by and ask Betty.  
When it comes to your business, Betty has the answers.

M e m b e r

640 Franklin Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
JohnMarshallBank.com 
703-289-5956

The Virginia Tech Victims Family Outreach Foundation planted 32 trees in Chinquapin Park 
on Sunday to honor the victims and survivors of the 2007 Virginia Tech Massacre and to  
provide a place for gatherings and contemplation.    Photos/Tina Gehring

Memorial for Virginia Tech’s 32

The 32-tree grove in Chinquapin Park was designed by four students from Virginia Tech’s Old Town-
based Landscape Architecture program.

Above: VTV Family Outreach 
Foundation planted the first 
phase of its memorial tree 
grove at Chinquapin Park on 
Sunday.
Left: Virginia Tech alumni 
along with a group of stu-
dents from the T.C. Williams 
Honor Society plant the 
memorial trees.

Joe 
Samaha, 
President of 
VTV Family 
Outreach 
Foundation, 
with his wife,  
Mona. They 
lost their 
daughter 
Reema in 
the Virginia 
Tech mas-
sacre.
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Former admiral and Navy pilot Tim Heely thought his breathlessness was 
just pneumonia—until doctors diagnosed a silent heart attack and a failing 
heart. To survive, he needed the most advanced cardiovascular options 
available—just what the experts at MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute at 
MedStar Washington Hospital Center offer. 

Tim urgently needed a cardiac catheterization and stent to open a blocked 
artery. Next, his heart needed the support of an LVAD, an external pump 
pioneered at MedStar Washington Hospital Center. The device allowed him 
to return home, until a heart became available for transplant. For Tim and his 
family, MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute offered the most treasured option 
of all: a second chance at life. 

For your heart, the only option is every option.
Learn more at MedStarHeartInstitute.org/YourOptions.

Offering every option for the treatment of advanced heart failure, atrial fibrillation, 
coronary artery disease, valve disease and other disorders of the heart.

“When my heart failed, the 
only option was every option.”

Fund grants 150 schol-
arships, 30 to graduat-
ing T.C. students
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The Scholarship Fund 

of Alexandria raised more 
than $400,000 at its 32nd 
Annual Spring Benefit Gala 
and Auction and gave schol-
arships to 150 students on 
Saturday, Alexandria City 

Public Schools announced 
in a news release.

The gala and auction 
took place at Hilton Alex-
andria Mark Center and 
attracted 560 guests. Sup-

porters were able to partic-
ipate in silent, online and 
live auctions. 

The event recognized 
three past scholarship re-
cipients who went on to 
achieve personal and pro-
fessional success with a 
“Portrait of Success” award. 
This year, the fund awarded 
T.C. Class of 1998 graduates 
Micheline Diakite, a con-
struction management ex-
ecutive with Boston Proper-
ties; Clark Mercer, chief of 
staff to Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam and Dr. Kenneth 
Shumate, doctor of dental 
surgery. 

Incoming ACPS Super-
intendent Dr. Gregory C. 
Hutchings Jr., himself a T.C. 
graduate, recipient of a fund 
scholarship and “Portrait of 
Success” honoree, also at-
tended the auction and gala. 

“I am a scholarship re-
cipient and it changed the 
trajectory of my life. I want 
to tell our young people that 
you can grow up to become 
the superintendent of the 
school where you got your 
start. I am so grateful for 
the start that the Scholar-
ship Fund gave me,” Hutch-
ings said in a statement.  

Thirty members of the 
T.C. Class of 2018, of the 
total 150 scholarship recip-

ients, received scholarships. 
“I am the first genera-

tion in my family to attend 
college. My parents came 
here from Vietnam before I 
was born; they could never 
have imagined I would be 
here with you tonight. Your 
support and this scholar-
ship mean everything to 
me,” Cindy Do, a scholar-
ship recipient who will at-
tend University of Virginia 
in the fall, said at the event. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria has raised $14.5 
million in scholarships and 
helped more than 4,600 stu-
dents attend college since 
its creation in 1986. 

Beth Lovain, fund ex-
ecutive director, said the 
organization is striving to 
expand the number of stu-
dents it can help.

“The need for scholar-
ships in this community 
is great. Each year we turn 
kids away because we sim-
ply do not have the funds 
to help all students in need, 
especially this year when we 
saw a sizable jump in appli-
cations,” Lovain said. “Our 
ultimate goal is to ensure 
that all Alexandria students 
have the opportunity to at-
tend college.”

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria raises $400,000

COURTESY PHOTO
Cindy Do, the daughter of Vietnamese immigrants, was one of the 
30 T.C. Williams High School seniors to receive scholarships. She 
will attend the University of Virginia this fall.
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Quality of life while living with Alzheimer’s

How can we help you?
Ask our memory care specialists what is 
possible for those living with dementia

(866) 995-1377  
silverado.com/explore

memory care | community

alexandria

Call to schedule a pre-opening tour of our community
and talk with our team of professionals 
2807 King Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Lomax, a U.S. Army vet-
eran, wound up in an assist-
ed living center in Mary-
land. On a recent sunny day, 
bed curtains drawn, he lay 
curled up under fluorescent 
lights in an oversized blue 
sweatshirt and tan sweat-
pants pulled up to his knees.

When a visitor walked 
into his room, Lomax, now 
67, at first gave a disinter-
ested glance. Then he was 
handed a copy of a wire ser-
vices newspaper article from 
February 1959. It is about the 
day Alexandria City Public 
Schools officially desegre-
gated, marking the first time 
black and white students sat 
side-by-side in an elemen-
tary school in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

The photo caption in 
the story reads, “Margaret, 
6, and James Lomax, 8, ac-
companied by their mother 
and grandmother, walk past 
a road barricade and one of 

58 patrolmen to enter the 
school.”

“Yeah,” Lomax said soft-
ly. “That’s me.”

Jones v. School 

Board

In late summer 1958, 
four years after the U.S. Su-

preme Court decided “Brown 
v. Board of Education,” six 
black families tried to enroll 
their 14 children into the 

city’s whites-only schools. 
By the start of the school 

year, no action had been tak-
en on the applications, so on 
Sept. 2, 1958 – as part of a 
statewide litigation strate-
gy – NAACP attorneys Otto 
Tucker, Frank Reeves and 
others sued in U.S. District 
Court, filing a lawsuit titled 
“Jones v. School Board of Al-
exandria.” 

For years in the 1950s, 
Virginia’s governor all but 
forbade school districts to 
comply with Brown v. Board 
of Education under the 
state’s so-called “massive 
resistance” policy. But there 
were also other, more local 
forms of resistance.

On Jan. 22, 1959, five 
months after the request to 
transfer schools and at the 
recommendation of then Su-
perintendent T.C. Williams, 
Alexandria’s school board 
officially denied all 14 appli-
cations. Alexandria’s school 

SEE LOMAX | 14
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PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Above: Alexandria booking photo of James 

Lomax from December 2009. 
RIght: A copy of the lawsuit titled "Jones v. 

School Board of Alexandria" filed on  
Sept. 2, 1958, by NAACP attorneys. 

COURTESY/NATIONAL ARCHIVES, PHILADELPHIA
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administration supplied fac-
tually incorrect and mislead-
ing information to the school 
board about more than one of 
the 14 black students seeking 
transfers, according to fed-
eral court transcripts at the 
National Archives in Phila-
delphia.

Though Lomax missed 
school 12 days as a first 
grader, he was reported ab-
sent more than 50 times in 
information supplied to the 
school board. Pressed by 
an NAACP attorney later to 
explain the discrepancy in 
court, Williams, according to 
the transcripts, replied, “No, 
I cannot.”

In another example, one 
black student was described 
to the board in negative 
terms like “feeling of frus-
tration predominant” and 
“unhappy home situation.” 
Left out entirely were any of 
the many more glowing com-
ments on the same student’s 

report card, such as “well ad-
justed” and “does superior 
work.”

This and other disturbing 
evidence prompted NAACP 

attorney Frank Reeves, 
in open court, to ask Wil-
liams whether he personally 
agreed with segregation in 
public schools. Williams re-

plied, “I say that that is be-
side the point as far as I am 
personally concerned. I am 
dealing with a situation. My 
personal feelings have noth-

ing to do with it.”
It is true these were dif-

ferent times. Classified 

SEE LOMAX | 15
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PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCAL HISTORY/SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Left: A letter for Mrs. Hazel Lomax, James' mother, regarding trans-
ferring two of her children from one Alexandria school to  
another, signed by T.C. Williams.
Above: Portrait of T.C. Williams for the high school dedication cere-
mony program in 1965.  

Bring your favorite four-legged friend out to 
Mount Vernon Avenue for canine-themed 

activities for dogs (and their humans!)
Join us May 3 from 6 p.m. to dusk for

Dog Days

First thursdays

www.VisitDelRay.com • #VisitDelRay

COURTESY/NATIONAL ARCHIVES, PHILADELPHIA
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* 2.00% APY is available on a new 17-month Certificate of Deposit opened with a minimum of $5,000 up to a 
maximum of $500,000. 1.60% APY is available on a new 11-month Bump-Up CD opened with a minimum of 
$5,000 up to a maximum of $500,000. APYs on both CDs are accurate as of 4/3/2018. A penalty may be charged 
for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. No additional deposit may be made to either CD during the term.

** The introductory 1.25% interest rate is guaranteed for six months from the date of account opening. After the 
introductory period (six months), you will receive our standard Interest Rate/Annual Percentage Yields (APYs), 
which are based on account balances as follows (accurate as of 4/3/18): Up to $24,999.99, interest rate after 
intro is 0.10% and APY is 0.68%; $25,000-$99,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.15% and APY is 0.70%; 
$100,000-$249,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.40% and APY is 0.83%; $250,000- $499,999.99, interest rate 
after intro is 0.60% and APY is 0.93%; $500,000-$999,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.80% and APY is 1.03%; 
$1,000,000 and over, interest rate after intro is 0.90% and APY is 1.08%. These APYs are blended APYs calculated 
using the Introductory Interest Rate and the interest rate after the introductory period. This is a variable rate 
account subject to change without notice. 
$1,000 minimum deposit to open. $10 monthly fee if average daily balance is less than $25,000. Six transactions 
per monthly statement cycle; $2 fee per transaction thereafter. Fees could reduce earnings.

You 
Can! 

Earn more on 
your savings.

Smart savings for you 
or your business. Just 
visit a local branch.
703-684-1655 
burkeandherbertbank.com

 1.25%
Guaranteed 
Introductory Interest 
Rate for Six Months**

0.68%-1.08% 
Annual Percentage Yield based on balances

Super 
Money 
Market

17-Month CD

2.00 %
Annual Percentage  
Yield (APY)*

11-Month 
Bump Up CD

 1.60 %
Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY)*

ads in the back of one local 
newspaper from this era list-
ed a few jobs for which it was 
made absolutely clear only 
white applicants need apply.

ACPS Interim Superin-
tendent Dr. Lois Berlin, who 
oversees what is now one of 
the most racially and cultur-
ally diverse school systems 
in the state, said in an inter-
view that the late 1950s were 
“certainly a dark time in the 
history of Alexandria schools 
and the nation.”

“Today we would welcome 
James with open arms and 
provide every opportunity 
for him and his classmates 
to receive all of the resources 

we can provide to help him 
be successful in academics 
and in life,” Berlin said.

‘It can happen to 

anyone’

The court records ap-
pointing a guardian for Lo-
max make no mention of the 
long forgotten but important 
role he played in Virginia’s 
civil rights history – but the 
evidence is irrefutable. The 
birthdays and full names of 
the bright student mentioned 
in the old court files in the 
National Archives match ex-
actly with records in the long 
paper trail of minor charges 
against the homeless man 

two generations later.
He may not have shared 

his civil rights past as he sat 
on the curb in front of a park-
ing lot at Princess and North 
Alfred streets. But reminders 
were not far off.

Just across the street from 
his hangout spot is a small 
house that used to be the 
law office of Tucker, one of 
the NAACP attorneys in the 
Jones v. Board civil rights 
court case.

Alexandria human ser-
vices officials said privacy 

rules prevented them from 
discussing Lomax's state, 
but they made clear mental 
health struggles are an ach-
ingly familiar story among 
the city’s homeless.

“It can happen to any-
one and it doesn’t matter if 
you’re poor or rich or black or 
white, because mental illness 
can destroy people’s lives,” 
said Carol Layer, director of 
the Center for Adult Services 
for the city’s Department of 

SEE LOMAX | 16
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IMAGES COURTESY/NATIONAL ARCHIVES, PHILADELPHIA
An exhibit submitted by the Alexandria School Board in Jones v. 
School board (left) says he was absent for 53 days as a first grader. 
But Lomax’s report card (above) shows he only missed 12 days all 
year. In testimony, then Superintendent T.C. Williams had no expla-
nation for the discrepancy.
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Community and Human Ser-
vices.

She said Alexandria is able 
to support many homeless 
people, but nursing homes 
can be the only option when 
someone ages and requires 
specialized acute care. Even 
then, Layer said many nurs-
ing homes simply refuse to 
accept residents with a men-
tal illness. This may explain 
why Lomax now is in a facility 
nearly an hour away from his 
hometown of Alexandria.

A brilliant man

When Lomax was on 
the streets, some neighbors 
looked out for him. Others 
gave him the dignity of a po-
lite hello. Still, others were 
rankled just by the sight of 
him. A few, no doubt, called 
the police to get him to move 
along.

Either way, few could 
have known that he grew up 
on North Fairfax Street and 
that he called the neighbor-
hood home long before al-
most everyone else moved 
in. Lomax’s niece, Cheryl, 
said it’s impossible to know 
why his path turned out the 
way it did, but she said he 
was never the same after his 
military service. She said 
homelessness seemed to be a 
choice for him. 

“He hated to be inside,” 
she said.

Over the years, Lomax did 
not say much about his time 
in the military, according to 
family members. They say he 
talked of being in Germany, 
but they’re not sure whether 
he also served elsewhere or 
went to Vietnam.

Among the photos fam-
ily members have of Lomax 
is one where he is standing 
alone with the Golden Gate 
Bridge in the background. 
It seems to be somewhere 
on the Army’s Presidio base 
around the early 1970s, judg-
ing by the cars in the back-
ground. The photo is grainy. 
Lomax appears to be wearing 

an honor guard uniform and 
is perhaps a specialist. His 
uniform is spotless, the hel-
met tilted just so. One thing 
is certain – it was a proud 
moment.

Cheryl described her un-
cle as brilliant. She said af-
ter Lomax became homeless, 
he sometimes came in from 
the streets to visit. She re-
members in 1996, when her 
daughter was five, Lomax 
would sit with her and teach 
her multiplication. Today, 
her daughter is a teacher.

A cousin, Bernadette 
Banks, said life was hard for 

Lomax and his siblings grow-
ing up. 

“They came up under a lot 
of stress and drama,” she said. 
“He got out of the service, and 
from there it was downhill.”

For as proud as she is of 
her cousins James and Mar-
garet and their history-mak-
ing struggles and sacrifices, 
Banks said she also can’t help 
but think about the impact of 
those hard early years later in 
his life.

“You just wonder,” she 
said.

Spring Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

SEE LOMAX | 32
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COURTESY/NATIONAL ARCHIVES, PHILADELPHIA
Top: The curb near the corner of Princess and North Alfred streets 
where James often hung out when he was homeless. Across the 
street from his hangout spot is a small house that used to be the 
law office of Otto Tucker, one of the NAACP attorneys in the Jones v. 
Board civil rights court case.
Above: Comments by Lomax's first grade teacher at the blacks only 
Charles Houston Elementary School, which closed in the 1970s. 
Good comments and grades were the reason Lomax was chosen by 
the NAACP attorneys as one of the students in the lawsuit. 

PHOTO/JIM MCELHATTON

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Harvey                                               4/21-5/12

Imaginary friends 
can be whoever — or 
whatever — you want 
them to be, even a 
six and a half-foot tall 
rabbit. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

BRANDYWINE LIVING

because there are still friends to feed

Brandywine resident since 2015
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AFTER

(Alexandria Chamber  
of Commerce)

Nonprofit 
of the Year 
2017-2018

MANY THANKS 
to this year’s key partners

At Rebuilding Together Alexandria, we want to 
create a community where people of all incomes and 
cultures live in safe homes and neighborhoods—and 
come together, neighbor helping neighbor. This past 
weekend, nearly 800 volunteers made hundreds of 
free safe and healthy home repairs for low-income 
homeowners throughout Alexandria.

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org
703.836.1021

REPAIRING HOMES.  

REVITALIZING COMMUNITIES. 

Clark Construction

EY

Westminster  

Presbyterian Church

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE
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Bishop Ireton lacrosse 
plows into playoff sea-
son with WCAC quar-
terfinal win
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The defending state 
champion Bishop Ireton girls’ 
lacrosse team is headed into 
playoff season with a 16-3 re-
cord and a hunger for victory. 

The team kicked off WCAC 
playoffs at home with an 18-7 
win over Bishop O’Connell 
Tuesday evening.

Tuesday’s quarterfinal 
win was a step toward re-
peating the team’s 2017 win-
ning season – last year, the 
Cardinals walked away with 
championship wins in both 
the WCAC and state tourna-
ments.

“That’s always been our 
motto: ‘Six games in May,’” 
Madison Mote, one of the 
team’s three senior captains, 
said. “We always talk about 
that, which is the six playoff 
games – three for WCAC and 
three for states.”

Tuesday’s win leaves the 
Cardinals with five more to 
go to meet their goal.

“This is probably one of 
the most talented, if not the 
most talented, teams I’ve had 
in terms of physical ability,” 
Head Coach Richard Sofield 
said. “We’re just physically 
gifted. They’re fast, they’re 
strong, they’re athletic [and] 
they can throw and catch.”

Despite a naturally strong 
physical game, Sofield said 
his players needed to work on 
their mental game.

“Our drawback is our de-
cision-making, our lax IQ 
at times and the amount of 
passion and energy that we 
bring from game to game. If 
we can get more consistent 
with those mental and emo-
tional aspects of the game, 

we can be world-beaters,” 
Sofield said.

“I think sometimes we 
tend to be a little lackadai-
sical at practice and stuff,” 
Captain Lexie Ledoyen said. 
“We’re kind of, like, too chill 
sometimes.”

Sofield said this year’s 
team has challenged him as 
a coach. He has been coach-
ing girls’ lacrosse for about 
16 years and the team at B.I. 
team for eight of those. 

“This is my first time 
coaching where it’s been 
less about the physical abil-
ity and more about all the 
other stuff. So for me, I feel 
like I’m trying to learn how 
to do my best at pulling that 
out of them because that’s 
not something I’ve done as a 
coach before,” he said.

Mote said she and her fel-
low captains had been work-
ing on keeping up energy at 
practices. 

“We had a point in the 
season where it was sort of 
low energy,” Mote said, “but 

we turned the corner and 
now we’ve got our energy 
back. [There’s] music at prac-

tices, everyone’s cheering at 
the drills and I think that has 
a really big impact on how we 
play, too. The sidelines are 
always hype.”

Ledoyen said the team is 
relatively young, having lost 
12 graduating seniors last 
year, but that the dynamic 
has been positive. 

“I’m just hoping to get to 
the championship and get 
another trophy,” Ledoyen 
said.

Ledoyen, Mote and the 
team’s third captain, Lizzie 
Lohrer, all plan to play la-
crosse in college next year – 
Mote at Notre Dame, Ledoy-
en at Syracuse and Lohrer at 
Virginia Tech. 

“I want to go out with two 
[championships] this year, so 
hopefully it works out,” Mote 
said.

The Cardinals take on St. 
John’s College High School 
in the semifinals tonight at a 
5:30 p.m. home game. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

SPORTS

B.I. girls are going for ‘six games in May’

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Junior Brianna Lantuh (left) and Freshman Blair Guy (right) race to a runaway ball at practice on Monday.

For more Bishop Ireton Girls Lacrosse photos, 
please see page 20
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April 27

T.C. L 5-2 @ West Potomac

April 30

B.I. W 6-4 @ Our Lady of Good Counsel

May 1

SSSAS L 7-0 @ St. Albans
T.C. W 14-10 vs. Hayfield

April 27

B.I. W 8-4 @ The Academy of the Holy Cross

April 28

SSSAS W 14-9 vs. Our Lady of Good Counsel

May 1

B.I. W 18-7 vs. Bishop O’Connell (WCAC 
quarterfinals)

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per season 
for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Epis-
copal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes and T.C. Williams. Records 
will be presented alphabetically, while results will be listed 
by date.

This spring, the sports included are girls' lacrosse and 
boys' baseball. We will also be running photos with captions 
from games and encourage readers to send timely photos 
for submission to newstips@alextimes.com. We will contin-
ue covering games from various sports, as well as running 
sports features about Alexandria athletes.

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

SPORTS

GIRLS' LACROSSE

School Record
Bishop Ireton 16-3

Episcopal 6-10
SSSAS 13-2

T.C. Williams 6-4

BOYS' BASEBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 4-17

Episcopal 4-8
SSSAS 11-7

T.C. Williams 8-6

This is probably one of the most talented, if not the most 
talented, teams I’ve had in terms of physical ability. 
We’re just physically gifted. They’re fast, they’re strong, 
they’re athletic [and] they can throw and catch.”

– Richard Sofield, head coach, B.I. Girls’ Lacrosse

Above: The 
Bishop Ireton 
Girls' Lacrosse 
team lines up on 
the sideline of 
Witter Field for 
a running drill at 
practice.
Left: Senior Cap-
tain Lizzie Lohrer 
sprints during a 
drill at practice. 

PHOTOS/ 
MISSY SCHROTT

Left: Head Coach Richard Sofield leads the girls' lacrosse team in practice Monday evening. 
Right: Junior Brianna Lantuh (left) is going to play lacrosse at UNC after her senior year, while Freshman 
Blair Guy (right) has already committed to play at Virginia Tech when she graduates. 
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Do more than the 
same old walk with 
your dog
BY KIM GILLIAM 

Were you and your pooch 
a little lazier during the 
winter months? Did you let 
your workout routine and 
your dog’s regular exercise 
slide, resulting in some ex-
tra pounds you’d now like to 
shed? With warmer weath-
er finally here, you can get 
back in shape together. 

Dogs make the best 
workout partners – they 
never cancel on you or com-
plain about it being too dif-
ficult and they are always 
excited to get going. Mich-
igan State University found 
that dog owners were 34 
percent more likely to get 
the recommended 150 min-
utes of exercise a week than 
folks who didn’t have a dog, 
so take advantage of that.  

Here are some ideas for 
getting started:

Change up your walks 
Walking your dog is a 

tried and true form of exer-
cise and, with a brisk pace, 
you can burn as many as 170 
calories per half hour, but it 
can be boring if you just do 
the same route every day.  
Try switching it up: Check 

out a new neighborhood, 
follow a trail, take a short 
car ride to somewhere new 
with great views or meet up 
with a friend and their pup 
to make it a social experi-
ence.  The more you both 
enjoy the walk, the peppier 
your step and the more you 

will look forward to doing it 
again tomorrow.

Start running
Many runners are moti-

vated by having their dog 
as a running buddy; their 
enthusiasm to get going is 
infectious and they won’t 

let a little drizzle deter 
them. Having your dog 
along is a great way to ease 
into longer distances too. 
You get to set the pace, but 
the inevitable bathroom 
breaks give you a chance to 
catch your breath. Be sure 
to keep their breathing and 

pace in mind too — big dogs 
will have no problem keep-
ing stride, but smaller dogs 
might struggle to keep up 
if they’re not used to run-
ning. Start with a short run 
at a slow pace and build 

CALENDAR
May events
Participate in a walkathon, a gala and many 
more events this month  |   Page 26

HOMES
Step up design
A staircase is the most intricate and fanciest 
piece of furniture built into a house  |   Page 24

ARTS
‘Harvey’
Impress your friends by taking them to this 
cleverly funny production |   Page 22

TimesLiving

SEE PETS | 23

PETS
How to shape up with your pup this summer

FILE PHOTO
If your dog is a natural swimmer, bring them to one of Alexandria's nearby rivers and play fetch with them on the shore.
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ARTS

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

Local adaptation of 
Mary Chase screenplay 
wows with talented 
director, cast
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

I find it surprising when 
a local tells me they’ve nev-
er attended a performance at 
our city’s 84-year-old, multi-
award-winning Little Theatre 
of Alexandria.    

If you’re looking to impress 
friends or out-of-town guests 
who have never experienced 
its delights, see this cleverly 
funny production under Frank 
Pasqualino’s astute direction 
with a wonderfully quirky cast 
that breathes fresh life into 
a comedy better known as a 
cinematic vehicle for veteran 
Hollywood actor Jimmy Stew-
art.  

“Harvey” is the story of 
an eccentric man, Elwood 
P. Dowd (Andy Izquierdo), 
who imagines a six-foot-tall 
white rabbit, Harvey, as his 
best friend.  Harvey is what 
is known in Celtic mytholo-
gy as a “pooka,” a mystical 
and mischievous spirit in an-
imal form.  American play-
wright Mary Chase, who won 
a Pulitzer Prize in Drama for 
“Harvey,” was touched by a 
stranger’s post-war sadness 
and wove the image from her 
Irish heritage into this tale of 
an American family. 

Meet Ovid-spouting El-
wood – a tippler who lives 
with his socially correct sis-
ter, Veta Louise Simmons 
(Rachael Hubbard), and her 
daughter, the pretty and un-
married Myrtle Mae Simmons 
(Catherine Gilbert).  Due to 
Elwood’s frequent forays to 
local bars with his fantastical 
imaginary friend, the family 
becomes a target for gossip 
in their small Western town.  
This grinds on the women’s 
last nerve and they conspire to 

commit him to the local sani-
tarium, Chumley’s Rest.  Only 
then can they take ownership 
of Elwood’s house and, with 
the scandal tamped down, 
Myrtle Mae can at last find a 
suitable spouse.  At least that’s 
their plan.

But as well-laid plans of-
ten do, this one goes south 
when, due to the ineptitude 
of the sanitarium’s chief psy-
chiatrist, Dr. Chumley (Chuck 
Leonard), and his awkward 
and equally inept associate, 
Dr. Sanderson (Richard Isaa-
cs), Veta becomes the one 
committed in a case of the 
mistaken psychopath.  

The audience can ponder 
the question.  Who is sane, 
who is insane and who is to 
say?  In this instance the doc-
tors prove to be nuttier than 
the patient.  What’s key here is 
Elwood’s happiness and harm-
lessness vis a vis a society that 
regards him as a screwball.

Izquierdo’s Elwood is a 

wonderful blend of the ges-
tures of straight man Jack 
Benny and the unruffled dul-
cet-tones of Mr. Rogers.  Other 
stellar cast members in this 
three-act comedy include 
Lindsay Doane as Ruth Kelly, 
RN, Dr. Sanderson’s nurse and 
love interest; Patricia Spencer 
Smith as Mrs. Betty Chumley, 
the sweetly ditzy doctor’s wife; 
Tony Gilbert as Judge Omar 
Gaffney, the family’s attor-
ney; Brendan Quinn as Duane 
Wilson, the doctors’ thuggish 
attendant; Mary Jo Morgan 
as Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet, the 
disapproving society lady; and 
David Featherston as E. J. Lof-
gren, a local cabbie.

Set design is done by Matt 
Liptak, lighting design by Ken 
and Patti Crowley, costumes 
by Jean Schlichting and Kit 
Sibley and sound design by 
Alan Wray.

“Harvey” brings tons of 
laughs throughout all three 
acts.  Bring your friends and 
enjoy.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 
and culture. Visit her web-
site at www.whiskandquill.

com or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com

Little Theatre of Alexandria’s 
“Harvey” is a breath of fresh air

Run dates: Through May 12 
Where: The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.  
For tickets and information: 
703.683.0496 or visit www.
thelittletheatre.com.

IF YOU GO

PHOTO/MATT LIPTAK
Andy Izquierdo (Elwood P. Dowd).
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up your time and distance 
from there. 

Field trips
 Plan weekly outings 

with your dog where you can 
have fun and really bond.  
In the metro D.C. area there 
are lots of dog-friendly 
activities including hik-
ing, strolling dog-friend-
ly neighborhoods, visiting 
wineries or having a picnic 
on the National Mall.

Games 
Playing a game with 

your dog can be a great way 
to exercise them both phys-
ically and mentally.  While 
it’s great to tire them out 
with fetch in the back yard, 
think of games that get you 
moving as well. For exam-
ple, setting up a mini agility 
obstacle course that the two 
of you run through togeth-
er. Try out tricks training, 
teaching them to dance or 
high five so you can show 
off while you are out and 
about. Or hiding treats 
around the house or un-

der boxes to activate their 
scenting abilities while get-
ting them off the couch on 
bad weather days. 

Water sports
We are fortunate to have 

the Potomac and Anacostia 
rivers nearby where lots of 
folks enjoy water sports like 
kayaking and stand-up pad-
dleboarding. Dogs of all siz-
es can ride in the kayak or 
on the nose of the paddle-
board while you get a great 
workout. 

Pick a calm day for your 
first excursion together so 
your pup can develop their 
sea legs and be sure to out-
fit them with a life preserv-
er. Is your dog a born swim-
mer? Then bring a stick or 
throw toy to play fetch with 

once back on shore. There 
are a number of boathouses 
in the area where you can 
rent equipment, so you can 
even switch up the scenery 
each time – National Har-
bor, Georgetown, the Na-
tionals’ ballpark and more.

Be sure to remember that 
exercising with your dog 
can be one of the most fun 
and rewarding things you 
can do to improve your re-
lationship. Both of you get 
the physical benefits, but 
you also deepen the bond 
you have with your dog by 
creating more one-on-one 
time for the two of you.

Kim Gilliam owns  
Alexandria’s Frolick Dogs, 

an indoor dog gym, with her 
husband Kevin Gilliam.

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Whoo Hoo, I Am Headed
        to Whole Dogz!

Planning your summer fun?
Make sure your pup  
has some too! 

• Organic (no harsh chemicals) • Large Indoor/Outdoor play yards  
• Fun/Agility Room with sandbox, rocks, agility equipment • Healthy Food & 

Treats because we cater to the Whole Dog! •  All Suite Boarding •  Web Cams

 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz
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Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

703-819-5240

Kitten season is in full swing!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Found in a box next to 
a Toys for Tots pick up 
at Christmas, this boy 
has not lost his great 

disposition and love of 
people.  He only asks 
for a second chance at a 
forever home.

Cuddly
CLAUS
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Enjoy an amazing life-
style in this expansive 
five-bedroom, three-and-
a-half bath home, boasting 
a two-car garage, au pair or 
in-law suite and spectacular 
water views from three sides.  
This spacious and updated 
five-level home comes with 
.31 acres on Little Hunting 
Creek with 150 feet of water 
frontage for total acreage of 
.65. 

The home’s dock is per-
fect for relaxing and fishing 
and offers water access for 
a boat, kayaks and canoes.  
Little Hunting Creek feeds 
into the Potomac River and 
is host to many wonderful 
bird and fish species.  Relish 
nature on one of three decks 
or enjoy the hot tub with 
stunning views of the creek. 

In addition to breathtaking 
sights, the backyard offers a 
lovely wooden pergola and a 
shed for extra storage space. 

Don’t miss this rare, ver-

satile and unique find in a 
phenomenal location with 
great commuting options 
along the majestic Potomac 
River.  Appreciate the amaz-

ing natural beauty and con-
venient access to the George 
Washington Parkway Bike 
Path, Fort Belvoir, The Pen-
tagon, Old Town, The Dis-

trict and the Capital Belt-
way.  

Open Sunday, May 6 from 
2 to 4 p.m.
www.2602TurbridgeLane.com

AT A GLANCE

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

Address: 2602 Turbridge 
Lane, Alexandria, 22308
Neighborhood: Stratford 
Landing
Price:  $999,000
Square feet:  3,014 
square feet
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year Built: 1958
Acreage:  .65
Contact: Lyssa Seward, 
Direct: 703-298-0562, 
Office: 703-310-6800, 
Lseward@ttrsir.com, TTR 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty, 400 S. Washington St., 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Waterfront living at Little Hunting Creek

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Open floor plan complete with updated kitchen and baths. RIght top: Five-bedroom, three-and-a-
half-bath spacious home with a two-car garage and water views from three sides. RIght bottom:  This 
property includes .31 acres of water frontage with a dock for boating and fishing on Little Hunting Creek.

Elevating staircases to 
architectural works of 
art
BY MARY G. PEPITONE 

Architectural details 
rise to the next level in a 
home’s staircase. Wheth-
er sweeping or simple, the 
stairway not only serves an 
important function in a mul-
tilevel home, it should also 
have great form, said Jimmy 
Coltharp, a vice president 

with L.J. Smith Stair Sys-
tems, a 133-year-old compa-
ny based in Bowerston, Ohio, 
that designs and manufac-
tures staircases.

“As lot sizes get smaller 
in new home developments, 
builders are constructing 
houses upward,” Coltharp 
said. “The staircase is a nat-
ural focal point in the home. 
Visually, it takes your eye 

Step up design

 A curved stairway forms the arc of a circle. For a grand effect, steps 
at the bottom of this staircase can be larger and flared at the edges. 
PHOTO/L.J. SMITH STAIR SYSTEMS

SEE STAIRS | 25
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HOMES 

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

~ Stan the Man ~
Stan adores affection from humans. And… his favorite 

people give him treats of course .  Stan recently went on a 
field trip with  our  volunteers .  They had lunch at District 

Taco, and went for a stroll in Belle Haven Park. It was a fun 
day for Stanley to make new friends, and practice his many 

new tricks. Stan ‘ s favorite part was riding in the car and 
sticking his head out the window ! 

**Thanks to a generous donor, my adoption fees have been paid!**
Please call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@

alexandriaanimals.org for more information !

THANK YOU

105 South Union @ King Street 
703-684-4682

www.TheOldTownShop.com 
 @TheOldTownShop

First & Third Thursday 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

LOCAL AUTHOR NIGHT

MAY 17TH
Jack Carpenter

MAY 3RD
Norma Shifflett

upward and can create a 
grand entrance as you walk 
into a home.” 

The design of a home’s 
staircase depends on the 
style of its construction and 
the materials used. In a new 
home, the staircase should 
be an integral part of its de-
sign, not an afterthought that 
merely connects the floors of 
a house. 

“A home’s staircase is 
the most intricate and fan-
ciest piece of furniture built 
into a house,” Coltharp said. 
“There’s a lot of geome-
try that goes into building 
a proper stairway, and both 
builders and designers must 
meet strict building codes.”

Stairs must not only be safe 
and easy to climb, they should 
also be aesthetically inviting. 
A staircase’s general design 
fits into three categories: 

– A straight stringer. A 
straight-flight staircase is the 
simplest form that connects 
two floors without any twists 
and turns.

– A curved stairway. The 
shape of this staircase is in 
the arc of a circle. For a grand 
effect, steps at the bottom of 
this staircase might also be 
larger and flared at the edges. 

– A spiral stairway. This 
system has steps that are sup-
ported by and rotate around 
a center pole, and is manu-
factured as a singular piece 
when assembled. When made 
of metal, a spiral staircase is 
weather-resistant and can be 
used to step down from a deck 
or private room onto a patio 
or pool area. 

Straight and curved stair-
cases are comprised of hori-
zontal steps (or treads), verti-
cal risers (the rear face of each 
step) and stringers (the struc-
tures that hold the treads and 
risers in place on each side of 
the stairway.) 

The handrail system also 
steps up the luxe look of to-
day’s staircase. Also called a 
banister, a handrail system 

can be comprised of newels 
(larger vertical posts most 
commonly seen at the begin-
ning and end of a handrail 
system); balusters (small-
er, more numerous vertical 
posts, supporting the hand-
rail between newels); and, of 
course, the handrail itself.

In new home construc-
tion, carpenters or wood-
workers often build many 
stringers to specifications 
on-site, Coltharp said. Then, 
factory-manufactured stair-
case components are built to 
specifications, shipped to the 
building site and installed.

“The staircase is a seri-
ous piece of engineering,” 
Coltharp said. “There are 
building codes that dictate 
tight tolerances to reduce the 
risk of injury.” 

While there is an Inter-
national Residential Code for 
staircase specifications, there 
might also be local building 
codes that must be followed. 
Building codes dictate ev-
erything from riser height 
and tread width, to handrail 
grasp-ability and width be-
tween balusters, which is of-
ten a gap that is no wider than 
four inches.

For those wanting to up-
date or restore a tired exist-
ing staircase, Coltharp says a 
custom-made look can be as 
easy as swapping out wood-
en balusters for wrought 
iron ones, replacing carpet-

ed treads with stained hard-
woods or fashioning a new, 
custom-made handrail. 

“We are often asked to 
replicate a broken baluster 
or newel post in older homes 
with grand staircases,” 
Coltharp said. “This is done 
in our factory on a copy lathe, 
much in the same way one 
has a new key made from an 
existing one.”

While the median price for 
a staircase in a starter home 
is around $2,500, prices can 
escalate to tens of thousands 
of dollars when treads are 
made of exotic hardwoods or 
stone, Coltharp said. Vertical 
balusters might also seem out 
of step, as horizontal cables 
are strung tightly between 
newel posts in many modern 
staircases. L.J. Smith Stair 
Systems has also developed 
ready-to-install metal panels 
with horizontal lines, which 
makes assembling the hand-
rail system even easier. 

Seasoned staircase con-
tractors walk the line be-
tween designing a technically 
correct, built-to-code stair-
way and one that is also a 
welcoming focal point of the 
home. 

“Homeowners often hang 
pictures on the wall by a 
staircase as a personal gallery 
of sorts,” Coltharp said. “A 
staircase that makes a state-
ment is just inviting and can 
make a house feel like home.”
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PHOTO/L.J. SMITH STAIR SYSTEMS
A sweeping staircase takes your eye upward and creates a grand 
entrance as you walk into a home. Custom-made metal balusters 
add to the design and drama of a stairway. 
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MAY 3

FIRST THURSDAY: DOG DAYS 
IN DEL RAY Bring your favorite four-
legged friend out to Mount Vernon 
Avenue for a wide variety of canine-
themed activities for dogs (and their 
humans!) during Del Ray’s monthly 
outdoor street festival. Participants 
are encouraged to bring wet canned 
dog food, Kongs, puzzle feeders, bully 
sticks or other digestible dog chews, 
rope slip leashes, cans of tuna and 
salmon for cats, KBR formula and 
kitten food for the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria. For more 
information, visit www.visitdelray.com.
Time: All Day 
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-838-0676

MAY 4

“ATOMIC DOG” ART EXHIBIT 
OPENING RECEPTION AT DEL 
RAY ARTISANS Del Ray Artisans 

and The Dog Store present “Atomic 
Dog,” an exhibit inspired by man’s 
best friend. This fun and heart-
warming show features photography, 
painting, sculpture and inventive 
mixed media of all kinds. Come and 
enjoy artistic expressions of our love 
for man’s and woman’s best friend – 
our canine companions. The exhibit 
will be on display May 4 through 27, 
with an opening reception on May 4. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.delrayartisans.org/
exhibits

ART ON THE ROCKS The 
Art League is challenging local 
mixologists to each select an 
installation from their Biennial 
Ikebana Show as inspiration to 
create the most artistic cocktail and 
appetizer pairing and then compete 
for the title of “Art on the Rocks” 
champion. Art on the Rocks ticket 
holders will get to sample all of the 
delicious pairings and vote for their 

favorite during the event. A panel 
of experts will crown the winners of 
the most creative cocktail, appetizer 
and artwork pairing. Tickets are $55 
(21+).
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Art League, Inc., 105 
N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-2323

BUILDING SAFETY MONTH 
KICKOFF EVENT The Department 
of Code Administration is hosting the 
sixth annual Building Safety Month 
Kickoff Event. Building Safety Month 
is a public awareness campaign 
celebrated by jurisdictions worldwide 
during the month of May. The annual 
event has brought the community 
together to recognize the importance 
of the dedicated work of the Multi-
Department Permit Center, Plan 
Review and Field Inspectors to ensure 
Alexandria continues to have a safely 
built environment. The event will have 
speakers, vendors and food.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: iccsafe.org

BLACK OPAL GALA 2018 The 
Northern Virginia Urban League Young 
Professionals Network presents the 
Black Opal Gala. Proceeds from the 
event support annual scholarships 
to high school graduating seniors as 
well as YPN community programming. 
YPN works to engage young 
professionals toward social and 
economic empowerment by providing 
education, housing, health and 
job opportunities and by fostering 
professional development, social 
consciousness and civic involvement 
programs. Tickets are $85 for general 
admission, $110 for VIP.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Society Fair, 277 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 910-391-7805

MAY 5

ATTICS AND ALLEYS TOUR What 
mysteries lie in the attics of the city’s 
historic sites? Ever wonder what 
is behind that brick wall? In honor 
of National Preservation Month, 
explore spaces not normally open 
to the public at Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, Carlyle House, Lee-Fendall 
and the Apothecary Museum. Tour 
highlights include historic graffiti, 
hidden architectural fragments, and 
alleys that connect the city. This 
tour includes walking over many city 
blocks, stairs, and access to confined 
spaces. Walking shoes required, 
bottled water suggested. Held rain or 
shine. Tickets are $35, and no tickets 
will be sold at the door. All sales are 
final. 
Time: 9 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

ALL-AGES SCAVENGER HUNT 
IN OLD TOWN Hit the streets 
and alleys of Old Town to look for 
architectural features and clues to our 

past. Come as a family or group of 
friends – this event is geared toward 
all ages. Once you find all the clues 
and complete the map, head to the 
Archaeology Museum at the Torpedo 
Factory to claim your prize. 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.

CARLYLE HOUSE CHOCOLATE 
AND WINE TASTING What goes 
better with wine than chocolate? Join 
Potomac Chocolate on the Magnolia 
Terrace for an evening of locally made 
chocolates paired with delicious 
wines. Tickets are $40. Registration 
is required.
Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

REC FEST 2018 The Department 
of Recreation, Parks & Cultural 
Activities presents REC Fest – an 
explosion of fun for all ages. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to test out 
programs before signing up. This 
family-friendly event offers class 
demonstrations, instructor Q&A and 
information about new and upcoming 
programs. The event includes free 
demos, face painting, a mobile art 
lab, raffle prizes, balloon art, kite 
making and flying, live animals, info 
booths and DJ music. Featuring 
Rainbow Rock Band. If the outdoor 
event is rained out, it will be held at 
Samuel Tucker Elementary School.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe Park, 
520 Cameron Station Blvd.
Information: 703-746-5481

MAY 5-6
 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
WEEKEND Step back in time during 
one of the largest Revolutionary War 
re-enactments in the region. Watch 
hundreds of Continentals, Redcoats, 
Hessians, cannon and cavalry in 
action on the estate. Throughout 
the weekend, learn more about 
life in the 18th century, discuss 
military techniques and watch battle 
re-enactments. Wander through the 
encampment and meet the soldiers. 
This family-friendly event features 
a youth muster on the bowling 
green and even meeting General 
Washington. Revolutionary War 
Weekend takes place rain or shine.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon
Information: 703-780-2000

MAY 6

STEPALIVE! WALKATHON ALIVE! 
hosts its 37th annual StepALIVE! 
Walkathon to benefit its Child 
Development Center, which provides 
high quality early childhood education 
to Alexandria’s low income working 
families. Proceeds from the event are 
used to provide tuition assistance 
to CDC students. The Walkathon 
is a 5-mile or 5k fun stroll into Old 

Town from ALIVE! offices and back, 
followed by a celebration featuring 
catered food, live music and a raffle.
Volunteers are needed to register 
participants, distribute t-shirts, 
prepare for and serve food at the 
post-walk celebration and clean 
up. Set up will start around 12:45 
p.m. and clean-up will end about 5:45 
p.m. Volunteers can work shorter 
shifts if necessary. 
Time: 12:45 to 5:45 p.m. 
Location: Old Town
Information: 571-970-0369

DEL RAY SPRING STUDIO 
SHOW Attend the Del Ray Spring 
Studio Sale and Show. The show and 
sale features a variety of fine art and 
crafts from eight Del Ray artists and 
their friends including carved and 
turned wood creations, fine jewelry, 
woodfired pottery, turned pens, paper 
mache masks, upcycle bags, ceramic 
and glass mosaics and more. This 
year’s Show and Sale’s artists include 
Nathan Imm, Risa Hirao, Johnny Hunt, 
Felton Gilliam, Maria Illingworth, Jen 
Athanas, Diana Papazian, Stephen 
Lally and more. The Del Ray Spring 
Studio Show and Sale is at the studio 
of Stephen Lally in the heart of Del 
Ray. The show is free and open to the 
public.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Stephen Lally’s studio, 8 E. 
Howell Ave.
Information: slallypottery@gmail.com

DEL RAY SPRING POP-UP 
MARKET The Del Ray Business 
Association will host a spring pop-up 
retail market featuring local artisans 
and home-based businesses on 
Sunday, May 6 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Pat Miller Neighborhood 
Square, located at the intersection 
of Oxford and Mount Vernon Avenue. 
Shop local and find the perfect gift 
just in time for Mother’s Day.
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Pat Miller Neighborhood 
Square
Information: 703-838-0676

MAY 7 

FALLEN OFFICERS MEMORIAL 
WREATH LAYING CEREMONY 
Join the Alexandria Police Department 
and Alexandria Police Foundation in 
honoring Alexandria’s fallen officers 
during Police Week 2018.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Police Headquarters, 3600 
Wheeler Ave.
Information: 703-746-1909

MAY 11

HISTORY BY THE GLASS: GIN 
Want to know more about the 
intersection of history and drinks? 
Then look no further than Gadsby’s 
Tavern’s “History by the Glass” series, 
continuing with Gin on May 11. Enjoy 
drinks at the tavern, which historically 
served a wide variety of beverages, 
and learn about the history behind 

CALENDAR
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Alexandria Times will be producing two issues 
dedicated to the election this season.  

MAY 31 VOTER GUIDE  
Candidate questionnaire, response chart and the 

Times’ endorsements. 

JUNE 7 
 Mayoral candidate profiles and  

election coverage wrap up.  

Make an informed decision this election season.  

SUBSCRIBE AT ALEXTIMES.COM 

in the
Make Your Mark

June 12 Primary
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them. Tickets are $50 per person and include 
two drink tickets and light appetizers. Dress is 
business casual.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. 
Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

MAY 12

LA BELLA STRADA – AN ITALIAN 
CHALK ART FESTIVAL La Bella Strada 
is a modern street painting festival that 
originates from an ancient Italian art form. The 
festival brings artists, energetic volunteers 
and local businesses together to enliven our 
cottage neighborhood with vibrant colors, 
crowd-drawing masterpieces and a one-of-
a-kind experience of witnessing the creation 
of large-scale chalk paintings directly on the 
sidewalks. Local businesses have sponsored 
squares along the avenue, and local artists 
will create large-scale chalk art masterpieces. 
Similar festivals have successfully brought 
splendor and visibility to communities around 
the world. La Bella Strada in Del Ray will also 
feature Casa dei Bambini (“Children’s House”), 
an area to provide a space for young artists to 
create a collective chalk masterpiece of their 
own, as well as designated sidewalk squares 
where families and individuals can participate 
in making their own colorful works of art. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue 
Information: thea@thedelraymontessorischool.
com

WRITE LIKE A WOMAN NETWORKING 
WORKSHOP Facilitated by Poet and 
Author KaNikki Jakarta, Write Like A Woman 
Networking Workshop welcomes women writers 
ages 18–100. Meeting quarterly the workshop 
centers on uplifting and inspiration through 
writing. Each workshop focuses on different 
writing styles and allows the participants to 
enhance their own writing skills as well as 
share pieces for listening or critiques. The 
meetings are for amateur and professional 
writers. Every session includes writing exercises 
and networking. This event is free and open to 
the public and accommodates between 15 and 
23 attendees. The regulars chip in for cookies 
and tea during the sessions. Please RSVP to 
admin@nvfaa.org
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

BUILD YOUR OWN RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP At this workshop, you will learn 
how to build, install and maintain a rain barrel, 
in addition to taking one home. The cost for a 
build-your-own-barrel is $55 per barrel, payable 
by PayPal, credit card or check. The limit is two 
rain barrels per household at each workshop. 
Registration is required. Please be aware that 
your spot at the workshop is not confirmed until 
payment is received. 
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Renew Education Center 
& Meeting Space, 1800 Limerick St.
Information: 703-746-4127

MOTHER’S DAY CRAFT WORKSHOP 
Looking for the perfect, heartfelt gift the kids 
can make for Mother’s Day? The Alexandria 
Black History Museum invites you to attend 
a fun and educational Mother’s Day Craft 
Workshop. Local artists will help you create 

a very special present for the extraordinary 
woman in your life. Space is limited. Please call 
in advance to reserve a spot. Free for mothers, 
$2 for other adults and $5 for children 3+.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Black History Museum, 
902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4994

MAY 13

MOTHER’S DAY TEA Treat your mother, 
grandmother or the special woman in your 
life to an elegant afternoon tea. Relax in the 
beautiful setting of our Magnolia Terrace and 
enjoy personalized tableside service and 
scrumptious food catered by Calling Card 
Events for an unforgettable day. Tickets are 
$45 for adults, $25 for kids. Registration 
required.
Time: 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

MAY 14

FOUR DIRECTIONS WELLNESS 
MINDFULNESS MONDAYS Four Directions 
Wellness, affiliated with the GW Center for 
Integrative Medicine, provides a complimentary 
hour of meditation and mindfulness on the 
second and fourth Monday of each month. No 
RSVP is required. Learn more by visiting www.
fourdirectionswellness.com
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Four Directions Wellness, 2001 Mt. 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-776-0102

MAY 16

RESILIENCE: WHAT EMPLOYERS NEED 
TO KNOW ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH IN 
THE WORKPLACE Find out what you need 
to know about mental health in the workplace 
at this free panel discussion for Alexandria 
employers and others who are interested. 
Expert panelists include Darcy Gruttadaro, 
director of Workplace Mental Health for the 
American Psychiatric Association Foundation; 
Rob Krupicka, owner of Sugar Shack and 
Captain Gregory’s, former delegate of VA State 
Assembly and former member of Alexandria 
City Council; Rhonda Williams, clinician in Adult 
Services with the Department of Community 
and Human Services; and Jessie Joachim, 
account manager for the Inova Employee 
Assistance Program. Coffee and donuts will 
be served at 7:30. Free on-site lot and street 
parking.
Time: 8 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Charles Houston Rec Center, 901 
Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-3484

FILM SCREENING: ROSENWALD In 
honor of Preservation Week in Alexandria, join 
Preservation Virginia, The Alexandria Black 
History Museum/ Office of Historic Alexandria 
and the Alexandria Historical Society for a 
free screening of the film Rosenwald.  This 
documentary tells the remarkable story 
of how businessman and philanthropist 
Julius Rosenwald partnered with Booker T. 
Washington during the early 20th century 
to construct 5,500 schools in poor, rural 
African American communities in the South. 
Rosenwald’s concern with justice for African 
Americans led to the creation of programs 
and establishments that addressed the 

community’s crucial needs. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

MAY 18

FORT HUNT FOOD FEST Attend the second 
annual Fort Hunt Food Fest – A fantastic 
event for families, with face painting, a petting 
zoo, balloon animals, yard games, crafts and 
more. Of course, there will also be an amazing 
range of food trucks on hand to keep everyone 
well fed: DC Slices, Empanadas de Mendoza, 
Frufetti and Bangkok House. Entry: $5 person, 
$20 max per family and children under 2 are 
free.
Time: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Carl Sandburg Middle, 8428 Fort 
Hunt Road
Information: fhp.publicity@gmail.com

MAY 20

CLASSICS & CRITTERS: A 
CELEBRATION OF SPRING – A MOUNT 
VERNON FLUTES CONCERT The Mount 
Vernon Flutes, a quartet ensemble from the 
Mount Vernon Community Band, will perform a 
delightful seasonal concert with lush melodies, 
interesting harmonies and engaging rhythms, 
drawn from a variety of genres. It is free to 
attend. 
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

STORIES AND MUSIC IN THE GARDEN – 
FAIRYTALE ADVENTURE Once upon a time 
there was storytelling, musical performances 
and tasty treats in the enchanted MVUC walled 
garden for children and parents alike to enjoy. 
Free Admission. Treats, raffle tickets and 
refreshments available for purchase.
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: MVUC Garden, 1909 Windmill Lane
Information: 703-768-7584

MAY 21

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
Virginians who will be 18 or older by November 
6 2018 can apply to register to vote for the 
June 12 Primary Election. Applications must 
be postmarked by May 21, or submitted 
online prior to midnight on May 21, or received 
in person at our office by 5 pm on May 21. 
Applications are available from the web site 
below.
Time: All day
Location: Voter Registration Office, 132 N. 
Royal St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/Elections

MAY 23

EXPLORING THE COVERT CAPITAL 
Dr. Andrew Friedman’s Covert Capital is a 
cultural and spatial history that chronicles 
how the CIA and other “national security” 
institutions created domestic space around 
their own headquarters in Northern Virginia 
and abroad. Anyone may attend. Free for 
Alexandria Historical Society members, $5 for 
non-members. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/Lyceum

solution isn’t ideal, what’s most im-
portant is taking action on afford-
able housing.

“I agree that dedicated funding 
is bad budgeting. However, because 
affordable housing is so terribly im-
portant [it] is a higher priority in my 
mind than a policy like dedicated 
or non-dedicated funding,” Pepper 
said. “Dedicated funding is what I 
feel we need to do at this time, but 
not forever.” 

Restaurant owners at the meet-
ing expressed dismay at the out-
come. 

“Everyone is really disappoint-
ed,” Bill Blackburn, co-owner of Pork 
Barrel BBQ, Holy Cow, The Sushi Bar, 
Sweet Fire Donna’s and the soon-to-
open Whiskey & Oyster, said follow-
ing the meeting. “The process was 
confusing and there wasn’t trans-
parency. This was rushed forward.” 

Blackburn said he had met with 
Bailey as part of the councilor’s 
community outreach process. While 
Blackburn was in favor of increased 
funding for affordable housing, he 
said the tax increase would be deep-
ly felt by restaurateurs. 

“I disagree with that – the mar-
ket will bear a certain rate for a 
hamburger. It’s another one percent 
we’re not able to capture,” Blackburn 
said. “It will change the dynamics. 
This is a tax paid by the consumer – 
we feel most of that burden.” 

Trae Lamond, the owner of Chad-
wicks in Old Town, said restaurant 
owners weren’t given enough time 
to organize against the proposal. 

“It’s what we all expected. It 
doesn’t make sense,” Lamond said. 
“Many of the people who [Bailey] 
mentioned – kitchen workers – work 
for us. We’re on board. We just think 
the process is odd. … This process 
appeared in February. Many of us 
hadn’t heard a thing about it.” 

Other add/deletes are a $2.1 
million increase in public safety 
recruitment and retention contin-
gency, bringing that total increase 
to $3.6 million, a $41,000 part-time 
employment and training special-
ist for experienced workers and an 
$81,000 increase in renewable ener-
gy credits. 

The city will endorse a final FY19 
budget on Thursday. 

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

It’s possible to reach the right destination on the 
back of the wrong horse. That’s our takeaway from city 
council’s decision at Monday night’s work session. 

Councilor Willie Bailey’s plan to dedicate an ad-
ditional $4.75 million per year to affordable housing 
by adding one cent to the local restaurant tax moves 
forward as part of the budget. Process did not call for 
a vote, but a consensus of four members voiced con-
tinued support for the plan. So passage of the budget 
tonight is now a formality. 

City restaurateurs, supported by numerous Alex-
andria small business owners in a display of solidarity, 
filled council chambers for the work session. Because 
it was not a public hearing, the gallery couldn’t speak. 
But their opposition to the tax increase was unmis-
takable. 

There are three intersecting dimensions to this 
action – affordable housing, the tax and the current 
budget process – and each bears discussion.

This was foremost a historic, long-overdue day for 
affordable housing in Alexandria. 

For years, the supply of inexpensive dwellings has 
been dwindling. Low-rent buildings have been bought 
and either razed or remodeled, resulting in higher-rent 
replacements. Some planned developer contributions 
have either fallen through or been reduced. And com-
peting demands in the budget have often squeezed out 
affordable housing funding. 

This is why it was vital for new revenue to be des-
ignated to the affordable housing fund. If it had sim-
ply gone undesignated into the capital improvement 
budget, it could be spent on other things. In forming 
the group of four who supported designating the tax, 
Bailey, along with Mayor Allison Silberberg and coun-
cilors Del Pepper and John Chapman, confronted this 
reality.

We understand that affordable housing is not the 
most important item in the budget. Public safety and 
health, schools and infrastructure must and do take 
precedence. Reasonable people can even disagree 
about whether local government should be in the busi-
ness of trying to boost lower-cost housing.

What’s not acceptable is the stated support, year 
after year, by every elected official in Alexandria for 
more affordable housing, but continued, inadequate 
funding for it in the budget. You don’t get extra points 
for wringing your hands as you sit on them.

As wonderful as it is to now have more than $7 mil-
lion set aside annually for affordable housing (the new 
restaurant tax plus an existing .6-cent real estate tax 
set-aside in the general budget), it is patently unfair 
to raise this money primarily on the backs of Alexan-
dria’s restaurant community.

Right road, 
wrong vehicle
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To the editor:
As the candidates for mayor and city council 

inevitably step up their campaign efforts leading 
to the June 12 primary we would caution all of 
them to exercise truth in their campaign mate-
rials.  Alexandria is not the place to use Trumpi-
an-style untruths to try to one-up your opponent.  

One particular untruth needs to be called out 
and retracted. A point prominently featured in an 
Allison Silberberg mailer that hit mailboxes last 
week stated that Silberberg “Led a successful ef-
fort to prevent a new proposed tax on Old Town 
businesses, known as the BID tax, which was ini-
tiated by her opponent and opposed by the ma-
jority of Old Town business owners.”  That state-
ment is fully untrue and has no basis in fact. 

The notion that a business improvement dis-
trict could provide huge benefits to the Old Town 
business district and the developing waterfront 
was born out of the Waterfront Plan and was, in 
fact, a recommendation of the Waterfront Gover-
nance Committee. In addition, the same concept 
grew out of work of the Government Relations 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce. Two 
people involved in those efforts were pivotal in 
framing the notion of a BID and an exploratory 
group to research a recommendation for a BID: 
business owners Danielle Romanetti and Jody 
Manor.  

We were a part of the group that came togeth-

er and worked for more than a year to put a well-
formed proposal in front of the city leadership.  
We can say unequivocally that the BID effort was 
not an idea that originated with Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson. 

Wilson was not a part of any of the research 
or work product that led to the BID framework 
our group developed.  Silberberg’s assertion in 
her campaign mailer is completely untrue and an 
attempt to paint her opponent with something 
he had no part in. In addition, Silberberg cannot 
take credit with leading any effort at all on this 
matter. In fact, she did not vote against the BID 
proposal. She abstained from voting on it at all. 
The effort to defeat the proposal was led entirely 
by a small cadre of local business owners and res-
idents within the district. 

We now call on her to publicly retract her 
published statement and offer a public apology 
to both her opponent and to every person who 
served on the BID Exploratory Committee. 

This is a small community and while truth in 
campaigning has been thrown under the bus at 
the federal level it definitely still matters here as 
candidates campaign and as our citizens mark 
their ballots.  Don’t make things up.  Just tell the 
truth. 

-Judy Guse-Noritake, Victoria 
Vergason, Danielle Romanetti, 

Alexandria

A call for truth in campaigning
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Entrepreneurship doesn’t flour-
ish by happenstance. Centers of 
innovation – like Silicon Valley in 
California; Austin, Texas and Se-
attle, Washington – seem to have 
found the mix of characteristics and 
attractions that lure the country’s 
most innovative entre-
preneurs. Even though 
they are known as tech 
hubs, these examples 
have also become hubs 
for creative retail and 
great food. Businesses 
of all kinds tend to be 
attracted to innovation 
hubs and places that 
are “Top Ten” in other 
categories.

Businesses like to cluster with 
other like businesses. Old Town 
has a concentration of independent 
boutiques and shops in part because 
they like to be located near other 
similar types of stores. New, cre-
ative restaurants often pop up near 
each other, like the explosion of new 
eateries along U Street and around 
Union Market in D.C.

The reasons for such clustering 
are well known. Entrepreneurs like 
to be near other energetic entrepre-
neurs and are attracted to vibrant 
communities. Innovators that con-
sistently push the envelope are at-
tracted to welcoming communities. 
These are places where the thresh-
old for startups is modest, people are 
accepting of diversity and new ideas 
can be developed, launched and re-
fined without ridicule.

Alexandria should fare pretty 
well as an entrepreneurial destina-
tion. We have many winning attri-
butes. We’re inside the beltway. We 
have historic authenticity that oth-
er places try to replicate. And we’re 
already a top-rated tourist destina-
tion, just to name a few. The city is 
also the right scale – small enough 
to build meaningful connections 
and know your neighbors, yet large 
enough to have the amenities and vi-

brancy of a big city. All those things 
position Alexandria to be attractive 
to innovative businesses.

However, innovators are not 
just looking at the city in a vacuum. 
They’re reading media coverage of 
the city and, frankly, may not be 

getting the best impres-
sion. Creative entrepre-
neurs are turned off  by 
sentiments like, “We 
don’t want anything that 
attracts more people,” or, 
“Alexandria already has 
too many restaurants.” 
This rhetoric implies that 
Alexandria is not wel-
coming to opportunities 
to grow its tax base and 

be a destination for innovative busi-
nesses.

The harsh reality is that our lo-
cal economy is either growing or de-
clining. Economies don’t just mark 
time, especially in an era of dramatic 
market shifts. We, as a city, need to 
recognize the impact of our words 
and our deeds and how they might 
be interpreted by entrepreneurs 
evaluating Alexandria as an option. 
We cannot afford to be seen as a city 
that has disdain for innovation.

Our city would become very dif-
ferent if we cease to nurture a vi-
brant small business community. 
To maximize our potential, we must 
constantly focus on ways to retain 
and attract the brightest and best 
small businesses that will add value, 
build diversity and stimulate vitali-
ty.

All of us have a role to play in 
making Alexandria an attractive 
destination for the most promising 
businesses and creative entrepre-
neurs who enhance our economy 
and quality of life. Who could be 
against that as we enter Small Busi-
ness Month?

The writer is the executive 
director of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Center.

Creating a vibrant small 
business environment

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

BILL REAGAN

My View |  Chris Hubbard

I am running for city council because 
I have seen gaps between Alexandria 
policies, planning, development and 
industry standards and best practices 
and on top of this a 7 percent increase in 
property taxes between 2016 and 2017.

In the real world, the 
person with the most ex-
pertise leads projects to 
their successful completion 
as I have done many times 
and would do for the city. 
I don’t see planning and 
development expertise in 
city council candidates. My 
expertise: licensed archi-
tect, planner, principal and 
owner of an architecture and planning 
firm for 27 years, specializing in com-
plete communities that are walkable, 
mixed use/income, sustainable live, 
work, play, sleep, eat and learn commu-
nities.

My to do list on council would in-
clude using my unique expertise to 
make Alexandria healthier – building 
complete communities to improve equi-
ty and enable residents to thrive.

Approximately half of the traffic 
in the city is pass-through, so we need 
to narrow lanes to calm/slow traffic in 
places as well as optimize signaling. We 
should increase alternative transporta-
tion infrastructure including walking, 
bike and transit with cars to complete 
communities to reduce car trips. Use de-
veloper and parking fees for transit.

I would look for sources of gaps and 
inefficiencies in the city government 
and help implement best practices. 

I would pursue developments that 
would improve the city, not burden it: 
Compare existing vs. proposed tabula-
tions.

I have two daughters currently 
in Lyles-Crouch School and one who 
went through from K-5. Education 
and our schools need to come first. We 
should better maintain our schools in a 
timely manner, which is economically 
more efficient.

We should spread core knowledge to 
other ACPS schools and through K-12. 
Increasing affordable mixed income 
housing improves school performance 
through positive role models with ed-
ucation as a pathway through students 
who value education. All schools should 
also be renovated to include proper se-

curity measures.
I would use creativity and inge-

nuity to improve the fiscal health of 
residents and businesses. Developers 
should pay their fair share for schools 
and affordable/mixed income housing, 

runoff, transportation and 
other burdens on the city. 
Develop complete com-
munities at Landmark and 
Potomac Yard to increase 
business tax revenue as 
well as recruit businesses 
to sell goods and services, 
which residents currently 
buy elsewhere. Do a busi-
ness-run BID. Reduce fees 

and streamline special use permits for 
businesses.   

I would work to cultivate market rate 
affordable mixed income housing by en-
couraging developers and use a hotel tax 
to fund other affordable housing.   

I would work to improve senior care, 
particularly aging at home. I am the 
medical power of attorney for my moth-
er who wishes to age at home. I have 
seen many obstacles to this and Virginia 
has an ACA provision for this but is not 
activated - we should activate this to 
support home 24/7 care.

We should fairly pay teachers and 
first responders. These are the true pub-
lic servants.

We should improve social connect-
edness by making a satellite city office 
in the West End to bring people togeth-
er. Promote complete communities: 
particularly at Landmark and Potomac 
Yards. Bring back the ward system for 
local elections.

I would promote health in lower-in-
come communities by building partner-
ships with grocery stores to contribute 
certain health-promoting herbs with 
simple suggestions for adding to foods, 
education and incentives for purchasing 
healthy foods. 

We should increase the number of 
charging stations for electric cars in Al-
exandria and put in incentives to own 
electric cars – such as free visitor street 
parking.

Finally, we should gradually replace 
lighting to LED lights and increase use of 
energy efficient equipment. We should 
increase the use of Photovoltaics on flat 
roof city buildings to decrease effective 
energy use and operating costs.

Why I’m running for council

CHRIS HUBBARD
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While city staff cor-
rectly said the one-penny 
restaurant tax hike would 
only add 16 cents to a $16 
dollar tab, the average in 
Alexandria, this increase 
is on top of the current 
10-cent tax, of which four 
cents are local and six 
state. That means the tax 
on an average meal out in 
Alexandria would now be 
$1.76. 

More important than 
the particulars is the 
principle: it’s not fair for 
one sector to bear the 
burden for something 
that is a city-wide pri-
ority. Silberberg tried to 
forge a last-minute com-
promise with Bailey to 
defer his proposal and 
have council set in mo-
tion a comparable fund-
ing amount in next year’s 
general budget.

We think Bailey’s de-
cision to stand his ground 
was the right one, as this 
can has been kicked down 
the road for too long. But 
Silberberg was also right: 
money for affordable 
housing should come out 
of the general fund and 
not out of the pockets of 
restaurant owners.

The budget process 
also needs fixing. It’s 
laughable that the public 
hearing on the budget is 
slated for May 12 – more 
than a week after the bud-
get is adopted. We agree 
with Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson that the deadline 
for large additions to the 
budget needs to be moved 
up so there’s room for 
a public hearing in the 
midst of the add-delete 
process.

Significant, dedicat-
ed revenue for affordable 
housing is something to 
celebrate. But restaurants 
should only have to fund 
it for one year. Next cycle, 
council should shift it to 
the general budget. 
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To the editor:
On Monday, city council 

took a bold step in address-
ing our housing needs here 
in Alexandria. A 1 percent 
increase in the meals tax is 
estimated to generate nearly 
$4.75 million each year. This 
promises to make a signif-
icant difference in our city, 
which has lost more than 
90 percent of our affordable 
housing units since the year 
2000. These funds will create 
much-needed housing oppor-
tunities for our first respond-

ers, our teachers, our working 
families and our seniors aging 
in place.

Many restaurant own-
ers in the city are concerned 
about the impact of the 1 
percent increase in the meals 
tax. On a breakfast of $7 there 
will be an additional sev-
en-cent charge. On a lunch 
of $20 there will be an addi-
tional twenty-cent charge. 
On a dinner of $80 there will 
be an additional eighty-cent 
charge. I, for one, am willing 
to pay this increase and will 

continue to dine locally. I en-
courage all Alexandrians to 
do the same. This is not a one 
or the other scenario. We are 
a community that can sup-
port both local business and 
housing opportunities.

I know first-hand how the 
lack of affordable housing has 
pushed families out of the 
city. Families I have worked 
with, friends I spent time 
with, many are gone. All are 
victims of the housing crisis 
we face. For those families 
struggling to remain in their 

homes here in Alexandria, 
the escalating cost of housing 
has impacted their ability to 
afford other basic needs like 
food and health care.

This new, dedicated 
stream of revenue for afford-
able housing will help ensure 
Alexandria is a city where all 
can thrive. We can and we 
will be able to achieve this 
goal by working together as a 
community.

-Canek Aguirre,
candidate for Alex-
andria City Council

Let’s celebrate funding for affordable housing

To the editor:
The proposed meals-tax 

increase before city council 
would hurt Alexandria resi-
dents who are struggling to 
afford housing (Alexa Epi-
tropoulos, “Ahead of budget 
adoption, restaurateurs voice 
opposition to proposed meals 
tax increase,” April 29, 2018).

The proposed tax hike 
would leave Alexandria with 

a meals-tax rate of 11 percent 
– nearly double the rates in 
Fairfax County and Maryland.

Worse, it would negative-
ly and disproportionately 
impact low-income Alexan-
dria residents. The shares 
of after-tax income spent 
on meals away from home 
by households in the lowest 
and highest income deciles 
are 20.4 percent and 3.8 per-

cent, respectively, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. As a share of in-
come, low-income Alexandria 
families would pay five times 
more than high-income fam-
ilies under the proposed tax 
increase. 

The proposed tax increase 
would further disadvantage 
low-income families by elim-
inating job opportunities for 

low-skilled residents. It would 
drive restaurant starts to oth-
er jurisdictions and leave ex-
isting restaurants with less 
money with which to hire en-
try-level workers. 

How is denying income to 
low-income Alexandria fam-
ilies supposed to help them 
afford housing?

-Michael F. Cannon,
Alexandria

Meals taxes are regressive

To the editor:
The City of Alexandria’s 

web site promotes our lo-
cation as “one of the best 
places” to do business on the 
East Coast. On page 18 of 
the city’s strategic plan, we 
commit to policies that make 
small businesses “flourish” 
and attract visitors.  The spe-
cific plank reads:

“In 2022, Alexandria is 
a business destination and 
center of innovation. Alexan-
dria’s business  community is 
diverse, inclusive and robust. 
Mixed-use development is 
oriented around transit  hubs 
and activity centers. Small 
businesses are supported 
and flourish, and the historic 
district and museums attract 
visitors that contribute to 
the tax base.”

The new tax on the 
restaurant industry is con-
trary to this stated principle.

Data from the Nation-
al Restaurant Association 
indicates that the average 
restaurant profit margin is 
only 3 to 4 percent. A new 
tax by the city of 1 percent 
would be an unreasonable 
attack on those already-thin 
margins in a difficult busi-
ness.

Advocates of this new 
restaurant tax make two 
arguments defending this 
approach and they are both 
false on their face and fail to 
mitigate the danger of the 
proposal. 

First, the idea that the 
tax “would be paid by din-
ers” and not the businesses 
demonstrates a failure to 

understand basic consumer 
economics: all added costs 
are paid by the diners and all 
externally added costs like 
taxes threaten margins.

Alexandria is already a 
high-cost jurisdiction due to 
high real estate expenses, 
high labor costs and an ex-
isting city tax and regulation 
structure that is one of the 
most expensive in Virgin-
ia. Restaurants are already 
charging diners as much as 
the market will bear for their 
product – any additional cost 
will necessarily come out of 
the owner’s potential take, 
even if it is assessed on the 
sale.

Second, advocates of this 
tax argue that more than 
half the cost would be paid 
by non-residents, therefore 

mitigating the adverse ef-
fects of the revenue mecha-
nism. This argument implies 
that our visitors are hostag-
es who have no choices and 
that a disincentive to visit-
ing has no downside. Anyone 
making this case is willfully 
ignoring the multitude of 
choices available to diners 
in a diverse metropolitan 
area and the reliance of other 
business sectors on the visi-
tors attracted to our city by 
our vibrant dining scene. 

As a boutique owner of 
two stores in the heart of our 
restaurant district, I benefit 
from the region-wide popu-
larity of places like Landini 
Brothers and Virtue Feed & 
Grain and need them to have 

Restaurant tax ignores basic economics
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Last Week
Should Alexandria's city council 
elections be partisan, with 
primaries conducted by political 
parties, or non-partisan, where 
everyone runs as an independent?

34% Keep them partisan
66% Make them non-partisan

This Week 
Do you support city council's decision to include 
dedicated funding for affordable housing in the budget 
by raising the restaurant tax by 1 percent?

A) Yes.
B) Yes, but the money should come from the general budget.
C) Yes, but tax money should not be in dedicated funds.
D) Alexandria should not fund affordable housing.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com
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competitive price advantag-
es against their competition 
across the river. If you tax 
restaurants, you tax me in 
the form of lost traffic.

Lastly, this proposal is a 

continuation of a troubling 
trend at city hall of failing 
to exercise budget discipline 
when new priorities arise. If 
the city wants to fund new 
priorities like affordable 
housing, then city leaders 
should have the courage to 

cut existing spending pro-
grams, or hold their growth 
flat in real dollars, to pay for 
the new items. 

Our city’s businesses do 
this every year – we cut ex-
isting expenses to make way 
for new initiatives. It is only 

reasonable to ask city gov-
ernment to meet its own 
priorities with the existing 
revenue sources in what is al-
ready one of Virginia’s high-
est taxed jurisdictions.

-Elizabeth Todd,
The Shoe Hive and The Hive
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Historic districts only 
began being identified and 
recognized in the 20th cen-
tury but are a major aspect 
of historic preservation to-
day as they recognize the 
significance of collections of 
buildings and the larger built 
environment as being worthy 
of preservation. And it is no 
surprise that Alexandria was 
one of the first municipalities 
to designate one. Following 
Charleston, South Carolina 
in 1931, and New Orleans in 
1937, Alexandria’s Old and 
Historic District was locally 
designated in 1946. In 1984, 
the city designated a second 
historic district, Parker-Gray.  
Both local historic districts 
are subject to local regulatory 
review.

There are also six historic 
districts in Alexandria listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places: Alexandria 
Historic, Fairlington, Park-
fairfax, Rosemont, Town of 
Potomac and Uptown/Park-
er-Gray. Listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places is primarily honorific 
and includes a number of in-

centives for contributing re-
sources. The listing of a dis-
trict recognizes the historic 
significance of the communi-
ty, in accordance with certain 
criteria established by the 
National Park Service, and 
encourages good stewardship 
by both present and future 
owners. 

Unlike local historic dis-
tricts, residents of national 
districts are not subject to lo-
cal design review. Owners of 
contributing properties can 
donate historic preservation 
easements, for which they 
may be able to reduce real 
estate taxes, and can qualify 
for federal and state rehabili-
tation tax credits to offset the 
cost of historically appropri-
ate repair and rehabilitation.

The Alexandria Historic 
District, located in Old Town, 
was first placed on the Na-
tional Register in 1969 and 
was amended in 1984.  Rose-
mont and the Town of Poto-
mac (which includes St. El-
mo’s and Del Ray) were listed 
in 1992. Located west of Old 
Town, adjacent to Alexan-
dria’s Union Station, Rose-

mont is an unusually intact 
example of an early-twenti-
eth century middle-class trol-
ley suburb. Rosemont’s ini-
tial development was closely 
linked to the growth of the 
electric rail system in the 
Washington area.  

The Town of Potomac sim-
ilarly exemplifies suburban 
growth based upon trans-
portation development in the 
second half the 19th century.  
Both of these districts have 
an excellent collection of 
20th-century American ar-
chitectural styles including 
Craftsman bungalows, Cape 
Cods, Colonial Revival and 
Art Deco. 

The planned neighbor-
hoods of Fairlington and 
Parkfairfax were listed in 
1999. Both communities were 
built to house workers em-
ployed by the defense indus-
try during World War II and 
were designed in the Colonial 
Revival style within a park-
like setting.  The Uptown/
Parker-Gray District was des-
ignated in 2010. Named after 
the high school that African 
American students attended 

in a segregated Alexandria, it 
is primarily residential, with 
some commercial buildings 
along the Queen Street corri-
dor which used to be the cen-
ter of the city’s African Amer-
ican business district. Its 
architecture is similar to that 
found throughout Old Town.  

The National Register 
historic districts allow us to 
identify, survey and preserve 
places of local, state and na-
tional significance and con-
tribute to the character that 
makes Alexandria unique.  
Join us next week for a brief 
overview of Alexandria’s na-
tionally significant National 
Historic Landmarks.

May is Preservation 
Month, a time when commu-
nities across the country cel-
ebrate historic preservation.  
The city is hosting a series of 
events to highlight Alexan-
dria’s historic preservation 
initiatives. For more informa-
tion, please visit historicalex-
andria.org.

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

National Register historic districts in Alexandria
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No exception

In her book “Caught Be-
tween Two Systems,” former 
Alexandria teacher Mable 
Lyles reported the first black 
students to break the racial 
barrier in Alexandria “suf-
fered the stares of classmates 
and the racial slurs shouted 
from passing cars.”

Some students were 
pelted with spitballs. They 
were tripped in hallways. 
Books were knocked out of 
their hands. Some received 
undeservedly low grades.

Old Dominion Univer-
sity history professor Bri-
an Daugherity, whose book 
“Keep On Keeping On” doc-
uments desegregation in 
Virginia, said many of the 
first black students to inte-
grate white schools tell sim-
ilar, vivid stories about those 
same taunts.

Lomax was no exception.
His mother, Hazel Lo-

max, later said she knew she 
did the right thing after her 
daughter Margaret became 
valedictorian, according to 
Lyles. But the young mother 
would also “always remem-
ber the white pupil who kept 
spitting on her son.”

‘Beyond reproach’

James Lomax was just the 
sort of plaintiff the NAACP 
had in mind as its attorneys 
plotted how to tear down 
segregation in Virginia.

Daugherity said the 
NAACP’s attorneys chose 
only students as plain-
tiffs who were “beyond re-
proach.” He said attorneys 
did not want their litigation 
to get drawn into questions 
about students’ academic 
abilities. They wanted the 
focus to be on race, where it 
belonged.

Lomax fit the profile. He 
was undeniably smart. He 
received all A’s and B’s in his 
core subjects. And in court, 
even Williams would admit 
Lomax’s IQ score was high-
er than the median for white 

students his age.
Still, schooling might not 

have been the primary mo-
tivation for Hazel Lomax’s 
request to transfer James and 
Margaret in the first place.

Benjamin Lomax, James’ 
younger brother by about 
a decade, said his mother 
wanted his older siblings to 
go to the whites-only The-
odore Ficklin School for the 
simple reason it was far saf-
er to travel there. Ficklin 
was only a block from their 
house, while Charles Hous-
ton, the blacks-only school 
they had previously attend-
ed, was almost a mile away.

“She didn’t want to see 
them walking through the 
snow for a mile,” Benjamin 
Lomax said.

‘A good day’

James Lomax is told his 
visitor is a reporter doing 
a story on his role in a civ-
il rights case that helped 
change education in Virgin-
ia. He is asked if it would be 
OK and he says yes.

The long gray beard he 
was known for in the streets 
is all but gone, and so is much 
of the weight. He answers 
questions just a few words at 
a time.

How long did you go to 
the Ficklin School?

“Seven years.”
He says the building was 

knocked down.
How did you like it?
“I didn’t get into a whole 

lot of trouble.”
How about that day? Do 

you remember that day?
“Yeah.”
What do you remember?
He says there was a large 

police presence, and then he 
pauses.

“A good day.”
He talks a little about his 

years in high school and in 
the Army. Later this man, 
who so hated being stuck in-
side later in life, is asked if he 
wouldn’t like to go outside 
because, after all, it is a beau-
tiful spring day.

“No,” he says, turning 
over in bed. “I’m alright.”

Changing history

On Feb. 10, 1959, a gray 
and overcast day with a 
light mist on the windshield 
of parked cars, reporters 
yelled questions to the sec-
ond grader, who wore a dark 
blue cap with earmuffs and 
a charcoal gray jacket. It was 
a warm day, so the earmuffs 
were turned up.

Just days earlier, a fed-
eral appeals court denied 
a last-ditch appeal by Wil-
liams and Alexandria’s 
school board to reverse a 
lower court ruling, which 
resulted in nine of the stu-
dents, finally, being admit-
ted to white schools.

At 8:15 a.m., James and 
his sister, Margaret, lunch 
boxes in hand, walked along 
a dirt path with their mother 
and grandmother past police 
and a crowd of reporters to 
their new school.

“Why all the fuss?” James 
and Margaret’s grandmother, 
Ella Lomax, joked.

Ella Lomax told one re-
porter from the Baltimore 
Afro-American newspaper 
that her son, Henry, had 
served in the U.S. Army for 
two years fighting for de-
mocracy. She said his chil-
dren, James and Margaret, 
ought to be entitled to their 
share of democracy, too.

As for the children, she 
said James and Margaret 
were not thinking about any-
thing on the morning they 
made history.

“They’re too young to 
know what’s going on,” the 
grandmother said. “All they 
know is that they’re just go-
ing to school.”

One wire service news-
paper photo of James tells a 
different story. And to look 
at it all these years later is to 
know Ella Lomax was wrong 
about her grandson. 

In the photo, the second 
grader’s sister, mother and 
grandmother are walking 
together toward the school. 
James walked just ahead of 
them, leading the way, his 
shoulders back – right on 
past the “Do Not Enter” bar-
ricade.

Jim McElhatton is a freelance 
reporter and can be contacted 

at jimmcelhat@gmail.com. 
His story on Blois Hundley, 

a black cook at Lyles-Crouch 
Elementary School who 

was fired in 1958 by then 
schools superintendent T.C. 
Williams for taking part in 

the same lawsuit, appeared 
in the March 22 edition of 

the Alexandria Times.

COURTESY/THE AFRO-AMERICAN
Page 5 of the Afro-American, a Baltimore newspaper, depicits the 
day the two Lomax children were admitted into Theodore Ficklin 
Elementary School. Ella Lomax, James' grandmother, is quoted on 
the left, “They’re too young to know what’s going on. All they know is 
that they’re just going to school.”
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[The late 1950s were] certainly a dark 
time in the history of Alexandria 
schools and the nation. Today we 
would welcome James with open arms 
and provide every opportunity for him 
and his classmates to receive all of the 
resources we can provide to help him 
be successful in academics and in life,” 

– Dr. Lois Berlin, 
interim superintendent, ACPS

“
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Weekly Words

34. Let have temporarily
35. Be senile
36. CEO degree, often
37. Allegro con ___
38. Pakistani language
40. Guy, casually
41. An Oxford College
42. Utter biblically?
43. Life story, quickly
44. Like much-hummed songs
45. Make a beeline for, old-style
46. "Please come in!"
47. Angioplasty insert
53. Work of poetic tribute
54. Like zoo animals
55. File for carpenters
57. A salutation
58. Mr. Eisenhower
59. Poker pay-in
60. "Fall back" time, briefly
61. Letter-shaped bolt opening
62. Prefix meaning "eye"
63. Sweet tropical fruit
64. Willow of basketry
65. Old-timey theater name
66. Kick after a knee hammering
67. Yang go-with
72. One of the TV Huxtables

73. Rock attachment
74. Solo homer's one
75. White-rinded cheese
76. Slender
77. Where I am, to me
78. Admirer at a distance
81. Fisher of film
82. Formal letter opener, sometimes
83. Sci-fi craft
85. Ram-in-the-bush finder
86. Swift American felines
87. ___ this Earth  (alien)
88. Fit to be added to the payroll
92. ___ one's whistle (reason for drinking)
93. Decay
94. Floating on the Pacific
95. "We hold ___ truths ..."
96. "He ___ got a clue"
97. Not quite round
98. One taking in the sights?
99. Funds providers, briefly
101. Often
102. ___-bitty
103. Gilbert of "Roseanne"
104. Cake story?
105. Arctic transport
107. Relatives
108. "Eureka!" relatives

DOUBLE TALK By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1. Ballot hanger-on
5. Wait with patience
10. Window square
14. "All That Jazz" main man
19. Rating that impresses
20. Way-slow primate
21. Extremely long film
22. How some solve crosswords
23. A bit dense
27. They follow convictions
28. Quite involved
29. I don't care who
30. Like the Hamelin guy
31. Boot-shaped place
32. Checks grocery prices
33. Hemingway title person
37. Military jail
38. Certain Beehive State athlete
39. Not living up to one's ego
48. Mongol invader of old
49. "___ go bragh!"
50. Is an assistant
51. 110-Across incorrectly?
52. Initial number?
53. Mixed bag
54. Yell in pain
56. Head of Paris
57. Move crabbily

59. Some batteries
60. Plane type
61. "Briefly ..."
68. 1 foot = 100 miles, e.g.
69. Walk start
70. Olympian of myth
71. Moon over 31-Across
72. Not the same at all
75. Pinto or red
76. Seashore seller
79. Korbut who flipped
80. Courtesy title for a French priest
81. ___-Z ('80s Camaro)
82. Without horns
84. Reason to hire an assistant
89. It causes a buzz
90. King with fiddlers
91. Twin of chemistry
92. Proof of sadness
95. Eta chaser
97. Things in the lake?
99. Major blood vessels
100. Thing in angel paintings
101. Bird keepers
106. Short time period
109. Euripides work
110. Life ___ fair
111. Lodging provider
112. Ancestry structure

113. Onetime train propeller
114. Tennis ball blockers
115. Folksy wood unit
116. Football measure

DOWN
1. Pets for many
2. Gordie the hockey legend
3. I donÕt know who, brielfy
4. Good thing to be out of
5. Making straight (var.)
6. Bowling game type
7. Bothered
8. Slangy insult
9. Curved road shape
10. Type of servitude
11. It's in the springtime
12. Gritty go-with
13. Prefix for green things?
14. One at the altar
15. "It's ___ little scratch"
16. Cereal bowl go-with
17. Penn and Connery
18. "Das ___" (German film finale)
24. Fix
25. Collect a 74-Down
26. Typical race winner
31. Smithy's strikee
33. Mr. Von Bismarck

DEATH NOTICES
DIXIE L. DEVENNEY (87), of Alexandria,  
April 30, 2018
SHEILA DRUMMOND, of Alexandria, April 24, 2018
FENTON B. GOODWIN (80), of Alexandria,  
April 25, 2018
PAMELA G. HEARE (67), formerly of Alexandria, 
April 19, 2018
WILLIAM MARKLAND (81), formerly of Alexandria, 
April 14, 2018
PATSY L. MOORE, of Alexandria, April 23, 2018
GERALD L. RANDELS (85), of Alexandria,  
April 26, 2018
AL SWIFT (82), of Alexandria, April 20, 2018
BERNARD “BEN” TABARINI (93), of Alexandria, 
April 5, 2018
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BUSINESS
COMMERCIAL LIQUIDATION SALE 

STORE FIXTURE 
LIQUIDATION April 29th 
– May 7th, Manassas, VA 
Pharmacy, Gondola Shelving, 
Bulk Racks, Coolers, Freezers, 
Lockers, Pallet Jacks, Hand 
Trucks and MORE Details www.
RSFNC.com Call Kevin 704-
578-2724

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training.  Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204-4130

HELP WANTED 
 TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$700-$1200 a week! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for 
CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 
877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill‐ Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N

SERVICES
VIVANCOS TRIM   
703-499-2045
Stairs and banisters repairs 
and installations
10% off, free estimates
www.vivancocontractors.com

DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español. BBB 
Member.

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID  
NUMBER 180407

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City 
Public Schools is seeking 
qualified bidders for the 
provision of a two phased 
renovation/retrofit of John 
Adams Elementary School’s 
main entry, administrative 
areas, and east wing for 
the collocation of the Early 
Childhood Center (ECC), 
located at 5651 Rayburn 
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22311.  

The project consists of the 
renovation of classrooms, 
administrative and circulation 
space at John Adams 
Elementary School to create 
an Early Childhood Center for 
Alexandria City Public Schools. 
Typical interior finish work 
includes painting, ceramic tile, 
resilient f looring, and acoustical 
tile and gypsum board 
ceilings. Included is addition 
of plumbing fixtures. Included 
are relocations of existing 
mechanical and electrical 
systems, and additional devices. 
Site improvements include 
sidewalks connecting exterior 
classroom doors to existing 
sidewalks. The work includes all 
labor, materials, and equipment 
for the two phased renovation/
retrofit.

A non-mandatory site visit 
will be held on April 30, 2018 
at 10:00 a.m. at John Adams 
Elementary School located 
at 5651 Rayburn Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 22311.  Offerors 

planning to attend should 
send a notification to meloni.
hurley@acps.k12.va.us on or 
before 9:00 a.m. on April 30, 
2018.  Offerors should meet at 
the main entrance. 

All questions must be 
submitted via email with the 
notation, “ITB NO. 180407 
ECC GC”, on or before 
3:00 p.m. on May 3, 2018. If 
necessary, an addendum will be 
issued and posted to the ACPS 
Vendor Self Service site.  

Using the Internet Explorer 
browser, electronic bids 
will be submitted in ACPS’ 
Vendor Self-Service (VSS) on 
or before 3:00 p.m. on May 8, 
2018. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the system 
time stamp in the Vendor 
Self-Service.  Any bids received 
after that date and time shall 
not be considered. MAILED 
OR HAND-DELIVERED 
PAPER BIDS SHALL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 

Offerors submitting electronic 
bids in Vendor Self- Service 
should also send (1) original 
response on a USB f lash-drive, 
labeled as “ITB 180407, ECC 
CG” on or before 3:00 p.m. 
on May 8, 2018 to Financial 
Services Department/
Procurement Office, 1340 
Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia.

The time of receipt for the 
mailed or hand-delivered USB 
shall be determined by the time 
clock stamp in the Procurement 
Office. 

RFP documents may be 
obtained at the above 
Procurement Office website at 
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
purchasing. Registration 
on the Vendor Self Service 
system at https://acps.
munisselfservice.com/ 
is required to submit an 
electronic bid.

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 180409

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.  

Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

Classifieds

SEE CLASSIFIEDS | 35

1-800-938-8885

Help for people with 

Macular Degeneration

Learn more at www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong   (866) 321-2030

DMV offers special permit allowing 
low vision patients to drive with 
bioptic telescopic glasses.
Call for a FREE phone consultation 
with Dr. Armstrong, Optometrist

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia
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The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City 
Public Schools is seeking 
responses from qualified 
Offerors interested in providing 
internet content filtering 
services.

Sealed Responses will be 
uploaded in ACPS’ Vendor Self 
Service (VSS) system before 3 
PM on May 17, 2018. The time 
is determined by the System 
clock, please register and upload 
early.

A USB with one response and 
the notation RFP# 180409 
Internet Content Filtering 
Services must be received in the 
Procurement Office, located at 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, May 17, 
2018. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement office 
for the USB. Documents may 
be obtained by downloading 
the RFP from the ACPS website 
at https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
purchasing. Registration is not 
required to download the RFP, 
but registration is required to 
respond.

All questions must be submitted 
before 4:30 p.m., on May 11, 
2018 with the notation RFP# 
180409 Internet Content 
Filtering Services. If necessary, 
an addendum will be issued and 
posted to VSS.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a 
period of ninety (90) days after 
the opening of proposals except 
as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to 
cancel this RFP and/or reject 
any or all applications and to 
waive any informalities in any 
response.

Sharon T. Lewis M.A., M.P.S., 
CPPB, VCO
Director of Procurement & 
General Services

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on the FY 2019 Combined 
Funds and the FY 2019-2028 
Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) Budgets during the 

regular School Board Meeting 
held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 
10, 2018, in the School Board 
Meeting Room located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria. For 
more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, 
please contact the Clerk of the 
Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, May 16, 2018 
beginning at 7:30 PM in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 
second f loor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following 
applications:

BAR Case #2018-00082 
Request for complete demolition 
at 400 North Washington Street
Applicant: Jerry Liang, Sunrise 
Development, Inc.

BAR Case #2018-00083
Request for new construction at 
400 North Washington Street
Applicant: Jerry Liang, Sunrise 
Development Inc.

BAR Case #2018-00116
Request for alterations at 610 
South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Tracy Kennedy

BAR Case #2018-00180 
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 410 South Fairfax 
Street
Applicant: Chris & Lauren 
Bishop

BAR Case #2018-00181
Request for addition at 410 
South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Chris & Lauren 
Bishop

BAR Case #2018-00183 
Request for accessory structure 
at 917 Duke Street
Applicant: James Vavricek & 
Michelle Roeser

BAR Case #2018-00184 
Request for signage at 1000 
King Street

Applicant: Bellacara, Inc.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID  
NUMBER 180412

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City 
Public Schools is seeking bids 
from qualified bidders for the 
provision of roof replacement 
at Cora Kelly School for Math, 
Science, and Technology located 
at 3600 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 22305. The work 
includes all labor, materials, 
and equipment for the roof 
replacement.

A non-mandatory pre-bid 
conference will be held on May 
9, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. at ACPS 
Central Office, located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA  
22314. The pre-bid conference 
will take place in the 6th floor 
conference room 610-2, with a 
site visit following. 

All questions must be submitted 
via email with the notation, 
“ITB NO. 180412 CK Roof 
GC”, on or before 3:00 p.m. on 
May 15, 2018. If necessary, an 
addendum will be issued and 
posted to the ACPS Vendor Self 
Service site.  

Offerors shall send (1) original 
bid on a USB flash-drive, labeled 
as “ITB 180412, CK Roof GC” 
on or before 3:00 p.m. on May 
21, 2018 to Financial Services 
Department/Procurement 
Office, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia. 
Any bids received after that date 
and time shall not be considered. 
MAILED OR HAND-
DELIVERED PAPER BIDS 
SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
The time of receipt for the mailed 
or hand-delivered USB shall be 
determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement Office.

ITB documents may be obtained 
at the above Procurement 
Office website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. 
Registration on the Vendor 
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is 
required.

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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CALENDAR
January and February events

Play basketball against the Titans, spend half  a 

day at a Police Academy and more |   Page 24SENIORS
Wintertime exercise

Follow our tips for staying active and feeling 

your best this winter season  |   Page 20

HOMES
Innovative closet design

Master bedroom closets are opportunities for 

statement and innovation  |   Page 22

TimesLiving
SENIORS

Silver Service Card 

connects seniors 

with local businesses
BY ELLYN KIRTLEY

Seniors, take note: There is a unique 

program in Alexandria that allows resi-

dents aged 60 and over to receive discounts 

at local businesses. The Silver Service Card 

program, launched in the spring of 2016 as 

part of the Commission on Aging’s com-

mitment to promoting Alexandria as an 

age-friendly community, encourages se-

nior residents to shop, dine and obtain 

services locally. Throughout the past year, 

participation in the program has grown by 

40 percent.    

Janet Riksen is a Senior Services of Al-

exandria volunteer who has led the effort 

to increase the Silver Service Card pro-

gram’s reach and has worked with many of 

its newest participants. She notes that the 

program benefits everyone involved. 

“[It’s] a win-win for both our senior res-

idents and community business partners,” 

Riksen says, adding, “Alexandria seniors 

can explore new restaurants and business-

es while enjoying valuable discounts. And, 

our business partners receive an array of 

promotional opportunities and the chance 

to meet new friends who may become loyal 

customers.”  

SEE SILVER 
| 21

7/19 
Senior Living
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‘Lucky us’
When Monte Durham and Jakob Evans married in October 2013, the theme of the wedding was ‘Lucky us.’The two had known each other for near-ly 20 years at that point, but decided to wed after gay marriage was legalized earlier that year.

“Lucky us. Not just us, but anybody to marry whoever you love,” Durham said. Durham remembers when Evans first raised the topic of marriage earlier that year. He was stuck in an airport in Van-

couver, British Columbia on July 4, in the midst of a business trip related to his role as fashion director of the TLC show “Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta.”“My flight’s been cancelled. I’m trying to get back to see the fireworks here in D.C. and we’re already three hours behind. I’m in the United lounge,” Durham said.“Your family had come up from North Carolina,” Evans added.

‘Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta’ star, retired F.B.I. agent married almost 20 years after meeting
BY DENISE DUNBAR

SEE LUCKY US 
| 16

PHOTO/FOTOBRICENO

Monte Durham of TLC’s ‘Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta’ and his part-
ner Jack Evans on Oct. 18, 2013, the day of their civil wedding cere-
mony at the D.C. courthouse.

5/17
Bridal

SECURE YOUR 
SPOT! 

Call sales at   
703-739-0001 now
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Celebrating 23 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

703.622.5984 | janet@janetpricehomes.com | janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

ELEGANCE AND COMFORT IN OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA 

Never has there been a custom-designed home with such opulence, grace and comfort! Located in the desirable 
South East Quadrant of Old Town Alexandria this property checks the boxes for location, high-end finishes and 
modern-day comfort standards. Impeccably stylized this true four-bedroom home features an owners’ suite, 
oversized private patio, open floor plan, two laundry centers, amazing walk-in storage and very rare two off-street 
parking spaces.

Visit this unparalleled property virtually at: www.52012pitt.mcenearney.com and You Tube: search 520 ½ S. Pitt St. 
and of course www.janetpricehomes.com.

Offered at $1,895,000


