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Council votes to re-
route Dominion power 
line at public hearing
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Although the battle 
against increasing Alexan-
dria’s meals tax from 4 to 5 
percent was all but lost, local 
restaurateurs attempted a 
Hail Mary pass at Saturday’s 
public hearing.

The meals tax, which will 
go into the city’s dedicat-
ed affordable housing fund, 
was tentatively passed at the 
budget adoption May 3 by a 
vote of 4-3. Unsurprisingly, 
it was approved at the public 
hearing by a vote of 4-3, with 
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, 
Councilor Paul Smedberg 
and Councilor Tim Lovain 
dissenting in both votes. 

Days ahead of the fi-
nal passage of the meals 
tax hike, several leaders in 
the restaurant communi-
ty launched a petition in 

Meals tax 
passes

SEE COUNCIL | 7
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Our new community is Brandywine Living's 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300 to schedule your tour!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

Defining ‘business before council’
Campaign finance

ELECTION 2018

Body  
found along 
waterfront

Silberberg, Wilson 
deny conflicts of 
interest in campaign 
contributions
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Both candidates vying 
for mayor have taken an 
ethical stand regarding do-
nations to their campaigns. 
Mayor Allison Silberberg 
and Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son each have claimed they 

do not accept contributions 
from those who bring busi-
ness before council.

While it is not required 
that candidates reject con-
tributions from the develop-

ers and businesses that rely 
on city council decisions, 
each mayoral candidate has 
separately asserted that do-
ing so is a policy he or she 
has always followed.  

However, the broadness 
of the term used – “business 
before council” – begs the 
question of what these per-
sonal policies mean. 

SEE CAMPAIGN | 10

One morning each year,  
Alexandria’s homeless  
population is counted
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Carpenter’s Shelter volunteers found 
him living in his car in the parking lot of 
a West End condominium development. 

The man was hesitant to talk when 
the five volunteers approached him. One 
of the volunteers started a conversation. 
Slowly, pieces of the man’s story began 
to unravel: his name, his veteran status, 
his age, how long he had been living in 
the area.

The man was one of the 15 unshel-
tered individuals documented in the 
early hours of Jan. 25 as part of the city’s 
2018 Point-in-Time Count. Carpenter’s 
Shelter Deputy Director Mary-Parker 
Lamm, one of the volunteers that day, 
said participating in the count gave the 

nonprofit homeless shelter the opportu-
nity to reach someone it might not have 
otherwise.

“He’s now on the city’s radar, where 
he wasn’t before, so we felt quite tri-
umphant,” Lamm said. “… This was so 
exciting [to find] someone else out there 
that we weren’t reaching. That, to me, is 
the whole reason for the count – to get 

Surveying Alexandria

SEE HOMELESS | 12

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT                                                        PHOTO/COURTESY
Mayor Allison Silberberg and Vice Mayor Justin Wilson.

A body was found in the 
Potomac River along the 
Alexandria waterfront early 
Wednesday morning, ac-
cording to Alexandria Police 
Department Spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal. 

Alexandria Fire-EMS 
tweeted at 6:40 a.m. that 
AFD units were responding 
to a report of a person in the 
water. 

The body was found in 
the water in the area where 
Potomac Riverboat Co. 
docks, near the Torpedo  

SEE BODY | 4

PHOTO/COURTESY CARPENTER'S SHELTER
Carpenter's Shelter building in Alexandria.
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

Rosemont Park – Total renovation and 
expansion of this charming 1920 crafts-
man. Every detail thoughtfully planned 
and executed. Wolf/Subzero/Bosch and 
Cambria counters in the kitchen. Gor-
geous hardwoods. 6 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $1,995,000  

Wunders Crossroads - A mile to Ballston 
metro & minutes to Clarendon. Main level 
hardwoods, kitchen w/granite & new 
stainless appliances. Upper level suite w/
walk-in closet. Lower level family room/3rd 
BR w/fireplace. 2/3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

ARLINGTON $580,000  

Carlyle Towers - End unit with Victorian 
window design in sitting area of bed-
room. Hardwood floors, updated kitchen, 
garage parking and storage. King Street 
metro across the street. Onsite amenities 
include pool, putting green & tennis.

ALEXANDRIA $420,000 

The Pinecrest – Panoramic views of the 
golf course and lakes from this renovated, 
two-car garage townhouse. Owners’ suite 
includes loft, fireplace, and luxe bath.  Two 
story living room, walkout lower level, front 
and rear decks. 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

Del Ray -  Porch swing ready and 3 blocks 
to Mt. Vernon Ave!  What more could you 
ask for?  Spacious dining room, large deck, 
fenced yard, and a walking trail behind 
the house.  Plus you have a full basement, 
off street parking!  5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $984,995  

Orange Hunt Estates – Perfectly located 
close to multiple bus lines, commuter 
lots and the Metro. Well-maintained and 
updated with stainless appliances in the 
kitchen, formal dining room, and hard-
wood floors.  4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths 

SPRINGFIELD $529,900  

Belle View Beauty - Your oasis of peace 
and tranquility!  You will love the gorgeous 
wood floors, fabulous gourmet feel kitchen 
with stainless steel appliances, and updated 
porch. Walk to shopping, the GW Trail, or 
pop into Old Town.  2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

ALEXANDRIA $269,001  

Wilson Bridge – Investment opportuni-
ty near Tanger Outlets, National Harbour, 
and MGM Casino. Updated kitchen, fresh 
paint, and balcony.  In a great area with 
improving infrastructure and redevelop-
ment. 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths

OXON HILL $130,000

ALEXANDRIA $529,000
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* 2.00% APY is available on a new 17-month Certificate of Deposit opened with a minimum of $5,000 up to a 
maximum of $500,000. 1.60% APY is available on a new 11-month Bump-Up CD opened with a minimum of 
$5,000 up to a maximum of $500,000. APYs on both CDs are accurate as of 4/3/2018. A penalty may be charged 
for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. No additional deposit may be made to either CD during the term.

** The introductory 1.25% interest rate is guaranteed for six months from the date of account opening. After the 
introductory period (six months), you will receive our standard Interest Rate/Annual Percentage Yields (APYs), 
which are based on account balances as follows (accurate as of 4/3/18): Up to $24,999.99, interest rate after 
intro is 0.10% and APY is 0.68%; $25,000-$99,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.15% and APY is 0.70%; 
$100,000-$249,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.40% and APY is 0.83%; $250,000- $499,999.99, interest rate 
after intro is 0.60% and APY is 0.93%; $500,000-$999,999.99, interest rate after intro is 0.80% and APY is 1.03%; 
$1,000,000 and over, interest rate after intro is 0.90% and APY is 1.08%. These APYs are blended APYs calculated 
using the Introductory Interest Rate and the interest rate after the introductory period. This is a variable rate 
account subject to change without notice. 
$1,000 minimum deposit to open. $10 monthly fee if average daily balance is less than $25,000. Six transactions 
per monthly statement cycle; $2 fee per transaction thereafter. Fees could reduce earnings.

You 
Can! 

Earn more on 
your savings.

Smart savings for you 
or your business. Just 
visit a local branch.
703-684-1655 
burkeandherbertbank.com

 1.25%
Guaranteed 
Introductory Interest 
Rate for Six Months**

0.68%-1.08% 
Annual Percentage Yield based on balances

Super 
Money 
Market

17-Month CD

2.00 %
Annual Percentage  
Yield (APY)*

11-Month 
Bump Up CD

 1.60 %
Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY)*

The Alexandria Times 
learned when campaign fi-
nance reports were released 
in mid-April that a silent 
partner in its ownership 
group – who owns a small 
stake in the AlexTimesLLC, 
but has no input on the edi-
torial content of the paper – 
made a financial contribu-

tion earlier this year in the 
mayoral race. Because of 
this, the Times will forego 
making a mayoral endorse-
ment. Endorsements for 
council will still be made.

“This contribution was 
made innocently by a silent 
partner who had never been 
part of a newspaper owner-

ship group before,” Denise 
Dunbar, Times publisher 
and executive editor, said. 
“But, because the Times 
has a company policy pro-
hibiting any type of partic-
ipation in local campaigns, 
we are going to sit this one 
out.”

-Times staff 

Times to forego mayoral endorsement

Parking, Old Town BID, 
dedicated funding 
debated
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Twelve Democrats vying 
for the six slots on that party’s 
slate for city council faced off 
in a candidates’ forum on May 
9 at the Lyceum. The forum, 
sponsored by the Old Town 
Civic Association, featured 
four incumbents and eight 
challengers who presented 
their positions on issues rang-
ing from parking to the pro-
posed Old Town business im-
provement district to whether 
Alexandria’s government op-
erations should be moved out 
of city hall. 

Some of the questions were 
posed to all 12 candidates, 
while other questions were 
asked only to groups of four in 
an effort to cover more topics. 
Participants were also given a 
limited number of rebuttals.

All 12 were asked wheth-
er they supported the BID as 
it was proposed last year, and 
most responded they were op-
posed to that particular con-
struct, but not to the concept 
of a BID.

Robert Ray, who resides in 
the same home he grew up in 
in Old Town, cautioned that 

residents could be subjected to 
the BID tax.

“Once it was in place, be-
cause it was a state-based 
organization, council could 
extend it to the residents 
without a public hearing,” Ray 
warned. “There are a multi-
tude of problems I have with 
[the BID].”

Old Town resident Matt 
Feely also stated strong oppo-
sition to a BID in his neighbor-
hood.

“I am absolutely, without 
any compromise, against the 
BID as it was presented,” Feely 
said. “First, the BID essential-
ly represents a government 
entity that replicates the kinds 
of processes and services that 
the city government ought to 
be providing in the first place. 
Secondly, the BID represented 
an entity that affected many 
people in the city, but was held 
to no account by anyone in the 
city. Responsibility would be 
separated from accountabili-
ty and that is a sure recipe for 
failure.”

Longtime incumbent 
Councilor Del Pepper also ex-
pressed strong reservations 
about the BID proposal.

“No, I would not support 
the BID. Several years ago we 
had a try at it and there was not 

enough buy in from the neigh-
bors as well as the restaurant 
community and others up and 
down King Street,” Pepper 
stated. “This last time I voted 
against it because it did not 
have the support of the stake-
holders.” 

Dak Hardwick expressed 
the strongest support for a 
BID among the candidates.

“I would support a BID go-
ing forward,” Hardwick said. 
“I think it’s important for us to 
have a very active and vibrant 
business community on King 
Street to make sure that we’re 
bringing vitality to Alexan-
dria. I would make sure that 
the residents are not taxed as 
a result of the BID fee.” 

Incumbent Councilor John 
Chapman advocated for a nu-
anced approach to revitaliz-
ing King Street that might or 
might not take the form of a 
BID.

“I support businesses com-
ing together to improve their 
own business climate,” Chap-
man said. “And if that is the 
form of a BID then I support 
that. The biggest piece is that I 
want businesses to vote to ac-
cept that. … We need opportu-
nities for resident engagement 

Candidates for council 
square off in first forum

SEE FORUM | 4

Council candidate forum
ELECTION 2018
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Terrific 
TOKYO
Terrific cat seeking mellow 
home.  Happy to be your 
one and only.  Requires only 

a sunny window and a comfy 
lap.  Promises a reward of 
unconditional love.

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

A commercial robbery 
took place in Old Town on 
Sunday, the Alexandria Po-
lice Department reported.

A male suspect bran-
dishing a knife stole items 
from a store in the 1300 
block of Duke Street.  No 
one was injured in the in-
cident, according to police.

Police haven’t an-
nounced any arrests in the 
case.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

CRIME

Alexandria man arrested 
in double homicide 

An Alexandria man has 
been arrested as a suspect 
in a double homicide in a 
Sterling café, the Loudoun 
County Sheriff’s Office 
announced Monday after-
noon.

Hassan M. Gailani, 34, 
of Alexandria, faces two 
counts of first degree mur-
der and one count of use of a 
firearm during the commis-
sion of a felony. 

The arrest comes after 
Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Deputies responded to an 
incident at the Pharaoh Café 

at 1:45 a.m. on Monday. 
The deputies found that 
two individuals had died 
at the scene. The names of 
the victims haven’t been 
released, pending notifica-
tion of their next of kin. 

Deputies arrested the 
suspect while he was in his 
vehicle and attempting to 
leave the scene. 

He is being held at 
Loudoun County Adult 
Detention Center without 
bond. 

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Commercial 
robbery on 
Duke Street

Factory and Chart House, 
Nosal said.

While Nosal said she was 
unable to provide specific 

details about the incident 
because it was still an open 
investigation, she said the 
death did not appear to be 
suspicious.

The body has not been 

identified. Police will have 
more information on the 
incident after an autopsy 
is performed on Thursday, 
Nosal said.

-Times Staff

BODY FROM | 1

and representation.”
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, 

who owns a small business, 
expressed support for a BID if 
approached differently.

“I believe that a BID could 
help,” she stated. “However, 
the process followed last year 
was flawed. The area was too 
large, the funding roles were 
unclear and there obviously 
wasn’t enough buy-in from 
the stakeholders and it should 

have included more resident 
input.”

The candidates presented a 
number of possible approach-
es to balancing the parking 
needs of residents and busi-
ness.

“I’ll be the candidate who’s 
a straight shooter and I will not 
be untruthful with you,” local 
attorney Mo Seifeldein said. 
“You are fooling yourselves 
if you think there’s going to 
be a solution to the parking 
problem. You can’t talk about 

the parking problem without 
talking about transportation 
and reducing the traffic con-
gestion.”

Pepper concurred with the 
difficulty of solving the park-
ing dilemma.

“If there ever was a tough 
question, this is it,” she said. 
“First of all, there is no such 
thing as enough parking in 
Old Town. There just isn’t. 
For those who can, we need to 

SEE FORUM | 33

FORUM FROM | 3
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BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because getting your hands dirty is still fun

Brandywine resident since 2013

Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living's 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300 to schedule your tour!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

NOWOPEN!
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ARCTURUS ON THE POTOMAC
8104 E Boulevard Drive

Alexandria, VA

$1,550,000

John Edelmann
+1 202 423 6900

Jeff Love
+1 202 210 7106

STRATFORD LANDING
2602 Turbridge Lane
Alexandria, VA

$959,000

2602TurbridgeLane.com

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562

POTOMAC YARD
2108 Main Line Boulevard

Alexandria, VA

$1,365,000

Robert Sanders
+1 202 744 6463

Brent Jackson
+1 202 263 9200

BELLE HAVEN MEWS
2007 Swan Terrace
Alexandria, VA

$724,900

2007SwanTerrace.com

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562

POTOMAC YARD
725 Diamond Avenue

Alexandria, VA

$769,000

Robert Sanders
+1 202 744 6463

Brent Jackson
+1 202 263 9200

OLD TOWN
218 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,346,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

FERRY POINT ON POTOMAC
9427 Ferry Landing Court

Alexandria, VA

$1,499,000

Phyllis Patterson
+1 703 310 6201

ALEXANDRIA
606 Upland Place
Alexandria, VA

$1,199,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
Sharon Wildberger
+1 703 597 0374

MOUNT IDA
2805 Russell Road

Alexandria, VA

$1,450,000

Phyllis Patterson
+1 703 310 6201

MOUNT VERNON
4005 Belle Rive Terrace
Alexandria, VA

$2,250,000

Trebor Lefebvre
+1 703 627 5239

ALEXANDRIA CITY
800 Hermitage Court

Alexandria, VA

$1,499,000

Phyllis Patterson
+1 703 310 6201

OLD TOWN
702 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,149,000

Karen Barker
+1 703 928 8384
Wetherly Barker Hemeon
+1 703 965 9613
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opposition that collected 
more than 400 signatures in 
just 36 hours of circulation, 
Stomping Ground chef and 
partner Nicole Jones said.

Several prominent names 
in Alexandria’s small busi-
ness community spoke at 
the hearing, including Jones, 
HomeGrown Restaurant 
Group’s Bill Blackburn, Eve-
ning Star’s Stephanie Babin, 
Del Ray Business Association 
President Sue Kovalsky and 
the Restaurant Association 
of Metropolitan Washing-
ton’s Mark Tate.

A number of residents 
also spoke in favor of the tax, 
including two parishioners 
of the Episcopal Church of 
the Resurrection, for which 
council approved an afford-
able housing project in Jan-
uary. 

Almost all restaurant rep-
resentatives who spoke in 
opposition of the tax at the 
hearing said they were not 
opposed to affordable hous-
ing. Jones said many of her 
employees lived in the city’s 
affordable housing. 

Several did say, however, 
it was unfair the tax targeted 
restaurants. 

“While there’s no policy 
rationale as to why restau-
rants would be singled out 
to provide resources to sup-
port affordable housing, the 
actual reason is obvious,” 
Babin said. “Our industry is 
an easy target with an exist-
ing mechanism for taxation. 
Convenience, rather than 
sound public policy, appears 
to be the driving force be-
hind this decision.” 

Kovalsky said small busi-

nesses were already strug-
gling in the city. 

“As a business association 
… we’re looking at the diffi-
culty of restaurants and re-
tail businesses up and down 
King Street, throughout Old 
Town, throughout the City 
of Alexandria closing their 
doors every day,” Kovalsky 
said. “We feel that this is one 
more item that makes it very 
difficult to keep their doors 
open and keep these peo-
ple employed and bring the 
business to the city that we 
have.”

Beyond harming existing 
businesses, Blackburn said 
the tax would damage the 
city’s “already fragile repu-
tation” as an easy place to 
do business. He also spoke 
to the importance of making 
Alexandria more business 
friendly and growing the 
commercial tax base.

“We need to learn about 
how to grow our commer-
cial tax base so we can solve 
problems other than afford-
able housing. Schools, pools, 
sewers, roads: all these 
things need capital, and we 
need to grow our commercial 
tax base. This decision hurts 
that. Long term, we’ve made 
a mistake,” he said.

Blackburn and Babin said 
they were frustrated with the 
process, including with the 
way the tax was introduced.

“The casual last-minute 
decision to increase [the] tax, 
a tax to deal with an unrelat-
ed need, feels like a slap in 
the face,” Babin said. “[It’s] 
an unmistakable sign that 
councilmembers do not un-
derstand or appreciate the 
nature of our businesses or 
the contributions we make to 
our city.”

“We’re all a little frustrat-
ed with how this happened,” 
Blackburn said. “This meet-
ing here, this public hearing 
here, is a little bit a of a dog-
and-pony show, because we 

all know that there’s very lit-
tle chance of this failing. It’s 
already in the budget, and to 
backtrack now is almost im-
possible.”

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
agreed that the process had 
been flawed, and said in 
future budget cycles there 
would be a public hearing in 
between the preliminary and 
final add/delete periods. 

Councilor Willie Bailey, 
who introduced the tax, said 
council was doing the best 
it could to find a way to set 
aside funds for affordable 
housing.

“I’ll be the first to say, if 
the restaurants, if this was 
detrimental, if it’s detrimen-
tal in a couple of years from 
now, I’ll be the first one to 
pull back,” Bailey said.

The other major topic 
of discussion at Saturday’s 
hearing was Dominion Ener-
gy’s project to install a new 
230-kilovolt transmission 
line across the city. 

Dominion came before 
council Saturday to request 
changes to the project, which 
was first brought to the city 
in 2014 due to the need to 

meet increased electrical 
demand and reliability stan-
dards. 

The new alignment of the 
line – requested by Dominion 
and approved unanimously 
by council – falls along Po-
tomac Avenue. It replaces the 
previously determined and 
less disruptive alignment 
along the CSX railroad cor-
ridor, which had grown too 
expensive since council se-
lected it in 2016.

Before the vote, sever-
al Potomac Yard residents 
spoke out against the alter-
native through their neigh-
borhood. 

Brian Verwee, a board 
member of the Potomac Yard 
Civic Association, said the 
CSX alignment is still the 
best route for residents in re-
gards to traffic and construc-
tion noise. 

“The Potomac Avenue 
route was already eliminated 
back in 2016 when you guys 
had the working group ini-
tially approve or disapprove 
of routes,” Verwee said. “It 
seems to me the only thing 
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ENDORSED BY:

•  Democrats for a  
Better Alexandria

•  Alexandrians for Better  
City Government

allisonsilberberg.com Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

 MAYOR ALLISON
SILBERBE RG
Fighting for a Livable  
Alexandria

“The People’s Mayor”

RE-ELECT

VOTEJUNE
12 th

COUNCIL FROM | 1

SEE COUNCIL | 9

We need to learn about how to grow 
our commercial tax base so we can 
solve problems other than affordable 

housing. Schools, pools, sewers, 
roads: all these things need capital, 
and we need to grow our commercial 
tax base. This decision hurts that. 
Long term, we’ve made a mistake.”

– Bill Blackburn, HomeGrown Restaurant Group
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R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

15553 Fancy Farm Court

JONI & GREG 
KOONS
703.209.7277

4

2.5

3,239 sq.ft.

8104 Flossie Lane, Clifton

Offered at: 
$494,900

ANGELIQUE ANDRAE
703.501.6935

5

3.5

4,080 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$950,000

403 South Pitt Street

3

2.5

2,136 sq.ft.

Coming Soon

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

1

2500 Childs Lane

JONI & GREG 
KOONS

703.209.7277

1,606 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$545,000

3

3

JULIE F. HALL 
703.786.3634

9613 Masey McQuire Court

3

2.5

2,300 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$499,000

2

810 South Lee Street

DIANN CARLSON 
703.628.2440

3

2.5

2,415 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,289,000

2

428 John Carlyle Street

JULIE F. HALL, 
LISA MCCASKILL 

703.786.3634

2,500 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$949,500

4

4.5

1

1
2

1

909 Vicar Lane

DIANN CARLSON 
703.628.2440

5

5.5

6,700 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$2,995,000

1
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that’s changed is now Do-
minion is dangling some 
money to the city.”

If Dominion pursued the 
CSX alignment, which is es-
timated to cost $420 million, 
it would give the city about 
$14.6 million in right-of-way 
compensation. If it pursued 
the Potomac Avenue align-
ment, estimated to cost $330 
million, the city would be 
compensated $43.3 million.

“It seems there are 43 
million reasons this is being 
reconsidered,” Rafael Lima, 
Potomac Yard resident, said. 

A work group commis-
sioned by the city to revisit 
alignment alternatives rec-
ommended the Potomac Av-
enue route. Council approved 
the alignment unanimously, 
with Silberberg requesting 
staff continue to look into 
non-wire alternatives for the 
route. 

In another docket item, 
council discussed amending 
a special tax district in Po-
tomac Yard, an action tied 
to the Dominion power line 
project. 

When the Potomac Yard 
Small Area Plan was adopted 
in 2010, two special tax dis-
tricts were planned to help 
pay for the planned Potomac 
Yard Metro station’s debt 
service, City Finance Direc-

tor Kendel Taylor said. 
The first district, Tax Tier 

I, encompasses north and 
central Potomac Yard and 
has been collecting revenue 
since 2011, Taylor said. She 
said Tax Tier II in southern 
Potomac Yard didn’t have 
any residents when it was 
proposed and was put on 
hold. 

When the revised metro 
station plan came to coun-
cil in April, it also received 
a recommendation to elim-
inate the Tax Tier II special 
tax district if Dominion pro-
vided enough compensation 

with the transmission line, 
Taylor said.

Since eliminating the 
special tax district is contin-
gent upon Dominion’s com-
pensation, the ordinance re-
quires for the tax to sunset 
and become null and void 
once the city transfers the 
right of way needed for the 
Potomac Avenue alignment 

of the 230-kilovat line to 
Dominion Energy and once 
the city has received at least 
$14.6 million in compensa-
tion. 

Potomac Yard Resident 
Audrey Lambert said she’s 
spoken out before in sup-
port of repealing the special 
tax district on her commu-
nity. She said it was unfair, 

however, that in order to be 
relieved of the special tax 
district, another burden was 
being placed on the Potomac 
Yard community – Domin-
ion’s transmission line. 

“One thing I’ve noticed is, 
whether it’s the [special tax 
district] or the power lines 
or the Metro project, the city 
processes at each step of the 
way for these projects has 
been flawed and nontrans-
parent,” Lambert said. “City 
staff have had blatant disre-
gard for our voices and have 
not worked to find construc-
tive solutions that would 
benefit our community.”

Silberberg said she wished 
the conversations about the 
transmission line and the 
special tax district had not 
been combined. 

“Clearly [the special tax 
district] predates me, but 
regardless, we are trying to 
correct the situation, and I 
think that that’s really the 
right thing to do,” Silberberg 
said.

Council unanimously ap-
proved sunsetting the spe-
cial tax district.

- mschrott@alextimes.com

The Nance                               6/2-6/23

It’s 1930s New York, a time 
when it was easy to play gay 
but dangerous to be gay.  A 
proud comedy set in the days 
of Vaudeville and Burlesque. 

D.C. area premiere!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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After voting in 2016 for the transmission line alignment along the CSX railway corridor (green), council 
voted Saturday to switch to the route that runs along Potomac Avenue (red).
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Is taking a contribution 
from a developer who seeks 
council’s stamp of approv-
al on a multimillion-dollar 
project the same as accepting 
money from a resident who 
testifies at a public hearing 
against that same develop-
ment? Is taking a contribu-
tion from a restaurant owner 
three years after he went in 
front of council the same as 
accepting one just three days 
before council is to deter-
mine the restaurant’s fate? 

Silberberg said she re-
turned donations because of 
conflicts of interest four to 
six times since being elected 
to city council in 2012.

Wilson said he remem-
bered returning contribu-
tions three times and reject-
ing offers of contributions 
at least another four times 
since his first term on coun-
cil in 2007. 

Among Wilson’s con-
tributors for his council and 
mayoral campaigns are Alex-
andria Toyota, Washington 
Gas, Del Ray Restaurateur 
Mike Anderson, Don Simp-

son Sr., Don Simpson Jr. and 
Rob Kaufman of PMA Prop-
erties, all individuals or busi-
nesses who have been before 
city council during Wilson’s 
tenure. 

Wilson has accepted a to-
tal of $5,276 from Alexandria 
Toyota for his campaigns 
between 2009 and 2017. The 
company brought applica-
tions before council that re-
quired action in 2008, 2012 
and 2014. Wilson did not re-
cuse himself from these votes 
and in 2014 made the motion 
to close the public hearing 

and accept Alexandria Toyo-
ta’s requested changes to its 
special use permit.

Wilson received two 
$250 donations from Rob 
Kaufman, former president 
of PMA Properties, one in 
2009 and one in 2017. While 
the contributions don’t align 
with Kaufman’s appearances 
before council, he was in-
volved in at least one board 
of architectural review ap-
peal and four SUP applica-
tions that came to council 

SEE CAMPAIGN | 32
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CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTORS BEFORE COUNCIL

Person/Company

Jeremy Flachs*

Loren Needles*

Daniel Roth*

Jesse Wuertz*

Date of  
contribution

2/11/2018

3/31/2018

9/22/2017
2/11/2018

9/22/2017

Appeared  
before council

1/20/2018

1/20/2018

10/14/2017

10/14/2017

ALLISON SILBERBERG

Person/Company

Alexandria Toyota

Michael G. Anderson 
& Pork Barrel BBQ

Charlotte A. Hall (Po-
tomac Riverboat Co.)

Rob Kaufman (PMA 
Properties)

Daniel Roth*

Don Simpson Sr.

Don Simpson Jr. 

Washington Gas

Jesse Wuertz*

Jason Yates

Date of  
contribution

1/2/2009
4/25/2012
1/29/2015
9/15/2015

11/29/2017

2/12/2012
11/13/2017

5/1/2009

1/14/2009
12/28/2017

1/21/2017
9/22/2017

2/1/2009
5/2/2012
8/4/2014
3/2/2015

10/1/2015
3/2/2015

3/11/2018

9/6/2008
7/11/2012

10/14/2015
7/25/2017

1/20/2017
9/22/2017

5/1/2009

Appeared  
before council

6/14/2008
9/15/2012
9/13/2014

5/15/2010
6/13/2015
9/12/2015
10/17/2015

1/26/2010
6/8/2010

3/25/2014
9/12/2017
9/16/2017

6/14/2008
6/24/2008

11/15/2008
6/15/2013
2/21/2015
6/13/2015
6/18/2016

10/14/2017

11/15/2008 
(Marriott Spring-

Hill Suites)
5/12/2012 (2850 
Eisenhower Ave.)

9/12/2017

10/14/2017

6/25/2011
10/23/2012
12/13/2014

JUSTIN WILSON

This chart lists donors to the council and/or mayoral cam-
paigns of Mayor Allison Silberberg and Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson, including the date of the contribution and date the 
private citizen, company or company representative or affili-
ate appeared before council. 
Private citizens who spoke against projects are denoted by 
asterisks *.
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Frustrated? Helpless? Stuck? 
Tired of overpaying for subpar car service?

Let us help! We pride ourselves on 
transparency, honesty and integrity. 
With Nielsen’s Skyline Automotive you 
don’t have to sacrifice time for safety!
Now offering: “The Nielsen Now” — a complimentary  
pick up and delivery of your vehicle — and a shuttle service!

5709 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041 • skylineautomotive.net • (703) 845-8477
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Experience new shops, dining and entertainment, just 25 minutes from Old Town by water. 

Frequent Departures | One-way & Roundtrip

POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY
PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580

NEW WATER TAXI
Connecting The Wharf with Alexandria

We offer a variety of sightseeing tours and water taxi services.

$175 Annual Pass

FIND IT ON THE WATER

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®
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Without children With children

Total Persons: 226
Total Households: 142

Total Persons: 84
Total Households: 29

50

100

150

200

ALEXANDRIA'S HOMELESS POPULATION
an accurate count and reach 
out to people.” 

The point-in-time count, 
mandated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development for any juris-
diction receiving funding for 
homeless services, isn’t in-
tended as the be-all-end-all for 
homeless data – rather, orga-
nizers and participants say, it 
offers a quick glimpse into the 
city’s homeless population. 

Each year, the city’s De-
partment of Community & 
Health Services and nonprof-
its that provide services to 
Alexandria’s homeless popu-
lation conduct a two-pronged 
count. 

The “sheltered” part of the 
count includes homeless indi-
viduals in shelters, in tempo-
rary housing or in transitional 
housing on the night of Jan. 
24, a day adhered to by all re-
gional jurisdictions. The “un-
sheltered” part of the count 
takes volunteers to the streets 
in the early morning hours of 
Jan. 25.

The group taking the un-
sheltered count divides the 

city into five sections: Po-
tomac Yard and Old Town, 
Masonic Temple and Del Ray, 
Inova Alexandria, Eisenhower 
Avenue and the West End. 

“We walked the city and 
we covered it from 5 a.m. to 
noon and asked clients ‘Where 
did you sleep last night?’ and 
‘Do you mind answering a few 
questions?’” Stefan Caine, 
continuum of care lead ad-
ministrator for the city’s De-
partment of Community & 
Health Services, said. 

Caine and his colleagues 
spent more than two months 
planning for the count, host-
ing their first meeting in early 
November. Assignments are 
handed out to various teams, 
depending on the part of the 
city they serve. Carpenter’s 
Shelter, a first-time partici-
pant in the unsheltered count, 
took the West End, where its 
soon-to-be home of two years, 
Landmark Mall, is located.

“We gave out our game 
plan early on and then, once 
the day comes, it’s all hands 
on deck,” Caine said. “Then 
it’s a lot of our work, which is 
on the back end for the anal-
ysis.” 

This year’s count found 
226 sheltered and unsheltered 
homeless individuals, though 
the vast majority of them – 
211 – were in shelters run by 
the city or by nonprofits. This 
year’s count represents an up-
tick from 2017 when the count 
found 211 homeless individu-
als, 18 of those unsheltered. 

However, the multi-year 
trend since 2011 has been a 
steep decline in both the over-
all count and the number of 
unsheltered homeless indi-
viduals counted. The overall 
total has dropped by almost 
50 percent, while the number 
of unsheltered has declined 
by almost two-thirds. In 2011, 
there were 416 homeless indi-
viduals counted, including 42 
unsheltered. 

Office of Community Ser-
vices Director Jessica Lurz 
attributes the sharp drop in 
Alexandria’s homeless pop-
ulation since 2011 to identi-
fying those who are without 
shelter and providing more 
services to them faster. 

She said the Office of Com-
munity Services, in addition 

HOMELESS FROM | 1

SEE HOMELESS | 14

This chart shows the divide between single homeless individuals and 
homeless individuals with children found during the 2018 point-in-
time count. The orange dots represent the number of children within 
the homeless with children population. This count includes both the 
"sheltered" and "unsheltered" population. 

CHART/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
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to many in the nonprofit and 
faith communities, have effec-
tively partnered to help for-
merly homeless people tran-
sition out of the system. The 
office now has rapid rehousing 
dollars at its discretion, for 
example, a short-term subsi-
dy to get clients off the street 
and into permanent housing, 
at which point the client can 
access city services, with the 
hope that they’ll be able to get 
on their feet and take over rent 
payments on their own. 

The point-in-time survey 
reads like a census, asking for 
the person’s name, age, gen-
der, race, ethnicity, employ-
ment and income level, in ad-
dition to his or her history and 
what subpopulations with-
in the homeless population 
they’re part of.

All but one subpopulation, 
which includes substance use 
disorders, physical disabili-
ties, serious mental illnesses, 
a history of foster care, limited 

English proficiency, chronic 
health conditions and Veter-
an status, increased in the last 
year, between 2017 and 2018. 
However, only one subgroup 

population – history of foster 
care – increased during the 
seven-year period between 
2011 and 2018. 

Perhaps ironically, Lurz 

said the increases between the 
2017 and 2018 counts are due 
to the same accessibility of 
services. 

“While most of the time we 

want to see the numbers going 
down, it actually wasn’t a ter-
rible thing to see that we were 
able to serve more people,” 
Lurz said. “It means that our 
change probably gave people 
easier access.” 

Lurz said her team was also 
happy to see the number of 
people who were unsheltered 
decline from 18 to 15 between 
2017 and 2018. 

“We were happy to see that 
we have fewer people who are 
street homeless. Where we 
saw more people was inside, 
which means they are con-
nected to case managers and 
services,” Lurz said. 

Lurz said one of the big-
gest issues facing Alexan-
dria’s homeless population 
comes down to the lack of af-
fordable housing units. The 
majority of homeless indi-
viduals without children sur-
veyed in 2018 – 58 percent 
– have some income, with 
52 percent making between 

8 weeks of sport, cultures and 
career opportunities 

Field trips and weekly swim time
Free breakfast, lunch, and snack

July 2-August 24  
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Week 1
Gymnastics/
Table tennis

Week 2
Volleyball/

Track & Field

Week 3
Basketball & 

Cycling

Week 4
Taekwondo

Week 5
Soccer/Tennis

Week 6
Golf

Week 7
Triathlon & 
Gymnastics

Week 8
Bowling/

Basketball

Contact Ms. Patrice for space 
availability & rates 
703-549-3077 • phall@bgcgw.org

Camps & Enrichment

Veterans 
Substance Use Disorder
Serious Mental Illness
Co-Occurring
Physical Disability
Chronic Health Conditions
HIV/AIDS
Limited English Proficiency
History of Foster Care 
Institutional Discharge

2018

ALEXANDRIA HOMELESS SUB-POPULATIONS
HOMELESS FROM | 12
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2011 2016 20172015

Subpopulations group point-
in-time count participants in 
categories common within 
homeless populations. The 
dashed line represents the 
change in the subgroup 
populations in the city be-
tween 2011 and 2015, while 
the solid line represents 
the change in the same 
populations between 2015 
and 2018.

GRAPH/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
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Left to right: Lyssa Seward, Brittanie DeChino, Anita Edwards, Melody Abella
The Seward Realty Group  +1 703 298 0562  |  Lseward@ttrsir.com
sewardrealtygroup.com

UNDER CONTRACT  $749,500
Old Town
126 North Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA

SOLD $641,140
Old Town
324 North Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA

FOR SALE  $1,595,000
The Downs on The Severn
1490 Downham Market, Annapolis, MD

FOR SALE  $724,900
Belle Haven Mews
2007 Swan Terrace, Alexandria, VA

FOR SALE  $1,749,000
The Downs on The Severn
1489 Downham Market, Annapolis, MD

FOR SALE  $959,000
Stratford Landing — Waterfront
2602 Turbridge Lane, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  $861,000
Belle Haven
6505 Princeton Drive, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  $624,500
Waynewood
8423 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  $1,300,000
River Bend Estates
601 River Farm Drive, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  $805,000
Waynewood
1011 Potomac Lane, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  $805,000
Waynewood
908 Dalebrook Drive, Alexandria, VA  

The Seward Realty Group values our clients’ highest and best interest above all else.
Embodying TTR Sotheby’s International Realty’s values, we practice: Flawless Integrity, Professional Service 
re� ecting Knowledge, Preparation, Innovation, and Community Leadership

• We appreciate the gift of service to our community and the gift of work for our clients
• No other agent, team or brokerage will spend more time, money or intelligent strategy marketing and 

selling your home
• Let us showcase your residence locally, nationally and globally! How can we help you buy or sell a home 

in Alexandria, Arlington, The District and beyond?

Alexandria Brokerage 400 S Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  ttrsir.com
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Preview Four June Auctions - Opens May 19th

5.78ct Radiant Cut Natural 
Fancy Light Yellow 
Diamond,GIA Cert

Platinum, South 
Sea Pearl and 

Diamond Pendant

Pair of George VI 
Coronation Chairs 

1937

George Nakashima 
Minguren Walnut 

Table, signed

Document & Stamp Coll. 
Related to the Position of the 

Postmaster General

Historic Woodland 
Estate Collection

1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
www.potomackcompany.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ VA#0704

Stephen Silvia 
New Jewelry Director

A seasoned jewelry specialist 
with years as director of 
Neiman Marcus’ Estate 

Jewelry Department.

Free Appraisals at Potomack
Call to Schedule an Appointment: 703.684.4550

SPRING SALE

May 19

TREASURES

�e Old Town Shop

TRINKETS

105 South Union @ King Street • 703-684-4682 • www.TheOldTownShop.com 

Silberberg, Wilson 
clash on Old Town BID, 
budgeting philosophy
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
and Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son met for their second of-
ficial debate, this one hosted 
by the Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce, on Monday. 

The hour-long debate, 
held in the T.C. Williams 
High School auditorium, fo-
cused on a number of busi-
ness-related topics, including 
the impending three-and-a-
half month closure of all four 
Alexandria Metro stations in 
summer 2019, recently an-
nounced changes to the Po-
tomac Yard Metro station, 
the possible implementation 
of a revenue master plan, last 
year’s proposed Old Town 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict and the promotion of 
small business in the city.

The first question posed 
by moderator Dave Millard, 
2018 chair of the Chamber’s 
government relations com-
mittee, centered around 
WMATA.

Wilson said Metro’s up-
coming closure is an example 
of why the city needs to focus 
on improving its infrastruc-
ture.

“If ever there was an ex-
ample of the challenge of 
deferring infrastructure, it’s 
the challenges facing WMA-
TA right now,” Wilson said. 
“This is a major emergen-
cy we’re going to be facing 
next summer. The good news 
is we’ve had some practice 
during [Metro’s] SafeTrack. 
We employed a whole variety 
of alternatives. Now we need 
to triple and double it. This 
is going to have a big impact 

during the summer of 2019.”
Silberberg said all city 

leadership supported infra-
structure improvements for 
Metro.

“This is very important, 
as transit, Metro, is the eco-
nomic backbone of our re-
gion,” Silberberg said. “We 
have a shared goal in terms 
of transportation – it’s cer-
tainly shared all across the 
council, through many de-
cades. In terms of closing for 
three months, those plat-
forms do need to be fixed – 
it’s extremely challenging. 
SafeTrack was certainly very 
challenging, but this is going 
to take it to a whole new lev-
el.” 

Silberberg indicated that 
the city would seek more 
funding for the Potomac 
Yard Metro and said she re-
mains committed to adding 
the southern entrance to the 
station, which City Manager 
Mark Jinks announced two 
weeks ago wouldn’t be part 
of the plan anymore.

The opponents clashed 
when Millard asked about 
balancing civic engagement 
and leadership. Silberberg 
touted monthly coffees and 
her support for an unre-
strained open mic period be-
fore the public hearing. 

“Civic engagement is 
crucial,” Silberberg said. “I 
strongly support the open 
mic held at public hear-
ings once a month. It was 
a 40-year tradition to have 
as many speakers as would 
come to the meeting, wheth-
er it was a few or 10 or 20. … 
I feel strongly about this and 
would like to revert back.”  

Wilson criticized the may-
or’s vote against the FY2018 
budget, which included a 5.7-

cent tax increase, and the 
mayor’s vote against a small 
business zoning package. 

“What I’ve been able to 
do on council is build coali-
tions. I’m proud of the work 
we’ve done to invest in our 
infrastructure. We have ad-
vanced significant packages 
and those have been passed. 
The mayor opposed those 
efforts,” Wilson said. “With 
growing student enrollment 
– we have the fourth fastest 
growing enrollment in the 
commonwealth – I felt the 
city should proactively lead 
that challenge, so we did.”

Silberberg said, though 
she supported the city man-
ager’s budget, which called 
for a 2.7-cent tax increase, 
most issues facing council 
are passed unanimously. 

“Most of our votes are 7-0 
and when they’re not, I’m 
proud of my vote,” Silberberg 
said. 

Wilson continued to push 
the mayor on her dissenting 
vote. 

“[Had the budget failed], 
the result of the mayor’s 
vote would be you that you 
would have no resources for 
Matthew Maury, for Cora 
Kelly. Had the mayor gotten 
her way, it would not address 
the capacity challenges. I’m 
proud of what we were able 
to do,” Wilson said. 

The two disagreed on 
budgeting philosophy when 
Millard asked whether or 
not the candidates support-
ed implementing a revenue 
master plan. Wilson said he 
supported multi-year operat-
ing budgets, while Silberberg 
opposed the concept. 

“This gets to the root of 

Mayoral Debate
ELECTION 2018

Candidates reopen old wounds 
at second official debate

SEE DEBATE | 17
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our challenges, which is we 
have had a structural imbal-
ance for a long period of time. 
… Getting to a multiple-year 
plan gets to what the budget 
committee has been advising 
– to make sure we figure out 
where the money is going to 
come from,” Wilson said. “It 
allows us to plan out future 
operating budgets, so every 
year we’re not trying to cure 
a gap.” 

“As far as multi-year 
budgeting, as the vice may-
or just mentioned, I can not 
agree with that. A) Things 
keep changing rapidly, but B) 
that’s what the Soviet Union 
did and it didn’t work,” Sil-
berberg said. “I’m certainly 
happy to take a look at the 
revenue master plan.”

Silberberg also brought 
up the recent vote to change 
parking standards, which she 
said hurt small businesses. 

“A lot of people feel that 
they don’t have enough 
parking, so I voted against 
changing the parking stan-
dards. That was a 6-1 vote,” 
Silberberg said. “Many parts 
of the city don’t have enough 
parking and we just told 
businesses they didn’t have 
to, so that’s going to create a 
crunch.” 

Wilson said the updated 
standards would help busi-
nesses. 

“The new parking stan-
dards actually help small 
businesses. Most of our 
small businesses have to go 
through an SUP to receive 
a parking reduction, which, 
quite honestly, are approved 
unanimously over and over 
again,” Wilson said.

Both candidates agreed 
Potomac Yard Metro was a 
key to increasing Alexan-
dria’s ailing commercial tax 
base. 

“That’s one way to add 
commercial interest to our 
city. We must do it in a way 
that preserves our sense 
of community. It’s an area 
that’s really prime for devel-

opment,” Silberberg said. 
“It’s absolutely true that 

Arlington County generates 
50 percent of their tax reve-
nue from 10 percent of their 
property. They made really 
smart choices to concentrate 
development around Metro 
stations,” Wilson said. “…
It’s incumbent on us to make 
that investment worth it – 
making sure we improve land 
uses that are going to drive 
return to our taxpayers.” 

When Millard asked about 
last year’s proposed Old 
Town business improvement 
district, the two rehashed 
their old rivalry.  

“It was an effort cham-
pioned by my opponent,” 
Silberberg said. “While I ap-
preciate his enthusiasm, I 
had concerns from the very 
beginning. I sought input 
from the business commu-
nity and the majority of Old 
Town business said ‘We don’t 
want this. It’s not good for 
us.’ There was no vote, but it 
was moving forward in many 
ways.”  

Wilson denied leading the 
initiative. 

“Councilman Chapman 
was the one who originally 
proposed the money to ex-
plore the Old Town BID. It 
was originally proposed by 
the waterfront steering com-
mittee,” Wilson said. “Actu-
ally, there was a vote – it was 
a unanimous vote – and the 
vote was to explore changes 
to the BID as proposed and 
have a vote of the businesses 
in order to explore if it was 
a good idea,” Wilson said. “ 
… The fact is that a BID, by 
its nature, needs to have the 
support of the businesses. … 
The idea of collective invest-
ment is a good one – it’s used 
all around the community. I 
think this is an idea that will 
probably come back.” 

Silberberg argued that 
Wilson did, in fact, tout the 
idea. 

“With all due respect, you 
were the champion of it on 
the dais. It’s on tape – I don’t 
think we need to dispute 

that,” Silberberg said. 
Wilson countered that the 

mayor had supported it and 
then revoked her support. 

“The facts are the facts – 
the bottom line is what areas 
would a BID make sense and 
I’ve always said if there are 
business leaders who are in 
support of it, then the city’s 

job is to facilitate that pro-
cess,” he said. 

Millard also asked Silber-
berg and Wilson about their 
thoughts on redeveloping 
Landmark Mall and solving 
high school capacity issues. 

“In ten years, Landmark 
should look nothing like it 
does today. The good news is 

we are now getting closer to 
a place where we have con-
solidated ownership,” Wilson 
said. “… This is about galva-
nizing the entire council to 
make sure development oc-
curs. It’s a fiscal black hole. 
The amount of revenue lost 

Former admiral and Navy pilot Tim Heely thought his breathlessness was 
just pneumonia—until doctors diagnosed a silent heart attack and a failing 
heart. To survive, he needed the most advanced cardiovascular options 
available—just what the experts at MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute at 
MedStar Washington Hospital Center offer. 

Tim urgently needed a cardiac catheterization and stent to open a blocked 
artery. Next, his heart needed the support of an LVAD, an external pump 
pioneered at MedStar Washington Hospital Center. The device allowed him 
to return home, until a heart became available for transplant. For Tim and his 
family, MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute offered the most treasured option 
of all: a second chance at life. 

For your heart, the only option is every option.
Learn more at MedStarHeartInstitute.org/YourOptions.

Offering every option for the treatment of advanced heart failure, atrial fibrillation, 
coronary artery disease, valve disease and other disorders of the heart.

“When my heart failed, the 
only option was every option.”

DEBATE FROM | 16

SEE DEBATE | 31
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May 9

T.C. W 8-1 @ Mount Vernon

May 10

T.C. W 6-2 vs. Mount Vernon

May 9

T.C. W 10-8 vs. Hayfield (district semifinals)

May 10

Episcopal L 6-5 @ Holton-Arms (ISL quarterfinals)

SSSAS W 18-4 vs. Flint Hill (ISL quarterfinals)

May 12

SSSAS L 10-9 vs. Holton-Arms (ISL semifinals)

May 15

B.I. W 16-5 vs. Episcopal (VISAA quarterfinals) 

SSSAS W 19-9 vs. Collegiate School (VISAA 
quarterfinals)

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per sea-
son for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, 
Episcopal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes and T.C. Williams. 

This spring, the sports included are girls’ lacrosse and 
boys’ baseball. We will also be running photos with cap-
tions from games and encourage readers to send timely 
photos for submission to newstips@alextimes.com. We 
will continue covering games from various sports, as well 
as running sports features about Alexandria athletes.

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

SPORTS

GIRLS' LACROSSE

School Record
Bishop Ireton 19-3

Episcopal 7-15
SSSAS 22-3

T.C. Williams 9-6

BOYS' BASEBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 4-18

Episcopal 4-8
SSSAS 11-8

T.C. Williams 13-7

 OPEN HOUSE
05.19.18

Department of Transportation & 
Environmental Services

10a.m. – 1:30p.m.

national public 
works week 2018
kickoff event

2900 Business Center Dr., Alexandria, VA

TOUCH-A-TRUCK
Climb inside city trucks and learn what it’s like 
to drive them safely around Alexandria from the 
people who operate them on a daily basis

INFORMATIONAL TABLES
Representatives from GO Alex, DASH, Capital 
Bikeshare, Vision Zero, and Eco-City Clean 
Waterways will be on hand to talk about their 
programs and initiatives

COMPOSTING STATION
Learn more about the city’s composting efforts. 
Drop off your weekly compost donation

MOCK TRAFFIC CORNER
A replica of a street corner—complete with a 
miniature working stoplight—will be used to 
highlight the importance of pedestrian safety 
and help teach children to be aware, alert, and 
attentive when crossing the street

5/1/18

@TESAlexandriaVA @AlexandriaVATES @AlexandriaVATES

The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with  
Disabilities Act, as amended. To request a reasonable accommodation, email  
geralyn.taylor@alexandriava.gov or call 703.746.4084, Virginia Relay 711.

alexandriava.gov/TES
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Make Your Mark in the 2018 Primary
The Alexandria Times will be producing two issues dedicated to the election.

MAY 31 VOTER GUIDE  
Candidate questionnaire,  

endorsements

JUNE 7 
 Mayoral candidate profiles and  

election coverage wrap up

Make an informed decision this election season. Subscribe at Alextimes.com 
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Tying the Knot

Planning your DIY wedding – the right way
One year later, bride and groom give their top tips

My husband and I got married last year in 
a truly do-it-yourself ceremony.

In our case, that went beyond making our own votives 
out of mason jars, sand and tea lights. The night of the 

rehearsal, my husband and father-in-law were hang-
ing string lights and tarps from trees. Family friends 

were creating centerpieces and setting the table.

SEE DIY WEDDING | 20

PHOTO/AUTUMN NAILOR

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS         
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The day of the wedding, 
I was amazed at how the 
ceremony came together. 
The wedding and reception 
themselves were, as many 
suggested they would be, a 
blur in my memory. As I’ve 
had almost exactly a year 
to reflect on it, I’ve been 
able to make judgments on 
what went well and what I 
would’ve improved on. 

If you’re planning your 
own all-hands-on-deck af-
fair, here are some of our 
tips on where to splurge and 
where to scrimp – and how 
to conserve money and time 
along the way.

From the bride’s 
point of view: 
Decide your budget 
first – and write  
it down

It’s always nice to know 
how much money you have 
to spare for a large-scale 

event like this. What’s even 
better is to lay out a goal 

budget and a stretch bud-
get. What is your absolute 

limit spending-wise? What 
amount would be ideal to 
spend, without cutting 
into the things you want at 
your wedding the most? It’s 
worth having both of these 
numbers written down be-
fore you start the planning 
process – after all, it keeps 
you accountable. Remem-
ber, however, that some 
things are worth spending 
more for if they don’t cut 
into your savings. Some 
things will likely cost more 
– or much more – than you 
estimate. Having the initial 
estimation can keep spend-
ing in line.

Prioritize your  
wedding amenities

Unless the budget you’ve 
just laid out is infinite (and 
it’s likely not, considering the 
average price of a wedding in 

Tying the Knot

SEE DIY WEDDING | 21

DIY WEDDING FROM | 19

PHOTO/AUTUMN NAILOR
Flowers are a necessary expense for the vast majority of weddings. These bouquets came from Bell Flow-
ers in Silver Spring, which worked with the bride to fit her theme, color scheme and late May timeframe.
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2018), you’ll have to set pri-
orities early on. Which wed-
ding amenities you decide to 
invest in and which you de-
cide to save on and, perhaps, 
forego altogether depends on 
what you and your spouse-
to-be value. There are some 
things at a wedding that are 
“must-haves” – food, drink 
and cake are non-negotia-
ble, in my opinion. Other 
items, including a live band 
and flower trellises, can be 
included or not included, de-
pending on your preference. 

In our case, we didn’t 
have the venue space or 
expense to spare on a live 
band and, while we invest-
ed in fresh flowers for the 
bride, the bridesmaids and 
the boutonnieres, we used 
artificial flowers in our cen-
terpieces. It’s all about what 
you, as a couple, value. 

Consider designating  
a planner

In our case, we didn’t 
have the budget to enlist a 
professional devoted to the 
task of planning our nup-
tials. If you are able to allot 
the funds for such a person, 
it can be worth the peace 
of mind to have someone 

adept at planning every 
detail at your side. If not, 
designate a friend or family 
member with excellent or-
ganizational skills to, at the 
very least, keep the trains 
running on time the day of 
your wedding and run in-
terference on anything that 
comes up. 

Come up with  
a game plan

With your finances 
and planning point per-
son ready to go, it’s time to 
come up with a plan for how 
the rehearsal, the rehears-
al dinner, the ceremony 

and the after party will go. 
Sketching it out on a napkin 
is a first step, but I’ll pass 
a bit of advice I received 
from a family member: keep 
a notebook and keep it on 
hand at all times.

Rehearsal dinners can be 
intimidating, but remember 
that they’re not as formal as 
they once were. As long as 
you feed and entertain your 
out-of-town guests, pro-
vide a gathering place for 
friends and family and walk 
through the ceremony with 
your wedding party, casual 
food is perfectly acceptable. 
The ceremony plan should 
be far more stringent and 
detailed. Have your con-
tingency plans at the ready 

– and be ready to prepare 
your “fixer” for any poten-
tial alternative plans. 

Remember to  
make it personal

We picked a restaurant 
we both love to cater our 
wedding feast. We brewed 
our own beer and cold brew. 
We decided on wedding cake 
flavors together. All these 
things combined to make it 

a more special experience.

Sweat the small stuff 
Before going into the 

planning process, I had no 
idea how much the small 
stuff could add up. Plan-
ning your color scheme, 
your bridesmaids’ dresses, 
your invitations and your 
party favors don’t seem like  

Hollin Hall
A Historic 

Wedding Venue 
in Alexandria

We offer garden ceremonies and two beautiful  
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

Contact Amanda at 703-298-6965 
          or  hollinhallevents@gmail.com
     Photos at www.hollinhallweddings.com

Carlyle House

703-549-2997 | carlylerentals@nvrpa.org 
www.novaparks.com

121 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

THE PERFECT SETTING FOR YOUR CEREMONY OR RECEPTION

M. Harris Studios

Tying the Knot

SEE DIY WEDDING | 22
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PHOTO/AUTUMN NAILOR
Above: The mother of the bride places a baby's breath flower crown, 
which the bride opted for instead of a veil. 
Right: The bride and groom are married on the front steps of a rela-
tive's home in Northern Virginia in late May, 2017.
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significant work at the begin-
ning, but add up as the date 
creeps up. Tip: Having won-
derful bridesmaids helps. My 
bridesmaids pitched in the 
day of and even coordinated 
beforehand to find a dress 
they both loved.

From the groom’s 
point of view:
Have an extensive  
plan for dealing with 
weather

While we experienced 
some rain on our day, it was 
mostly managed by our 
friends and family carrying 
umbrellas for the outdoor cer-
emony. Having a better and 
more solid plan for handling 
the rain would have been 
much much less stressful.

Consider a formal  
master of ceremonies 

While my wife and I have 
a mutual disdain for wed-
ding DJs (there’s only so 
many times one can do the 
cha-cha slide), it would have 
been nice to have some-

one to formally announce 
transitions between events 
within the reception. 

Vet your celebrant 
thoroughly

We had several officiants 
drop out at the last minute, 
so we ended up going with 
whomever we could get. 
This wasn’t a problem, but a 
more fitting officiant could 
have provided a more per-
sonalized and meaningful 
experience.

Expand your  
wedding registry

On multiple occasions, 
we had people approach 
us saying there were not 
enough items on our regis-
try. We’re the type of people 
who don’t need a lot, so this 
was not a problem we ex-
pected to have, but people 
wanted to show us love.

If you’re renting,  
rent in bulk 

You can never have too 

many chairs. We ended up 
having to have our guests 
move their chairs from the 
ceremony to the reception 
area, which was only about 
10 feet, but was inconve-
nient, at best. This could 
have easily been remedied 
by renting more liberally. 

Jonmark Nailor contrib-
uted to this article. The 

writer is editor of the 
Alexandria Times. 

Upcoming 
Trunk Shows
Paula Varsalona NYC* 

05/19th – 20th 

Miguel Wilson Collection
05/24th

Montage & Ivonne D 
05/25th – 27th 

Sophia Tolli 
06/16th – 24th 

* Designer in attendance

240.493.4502

153 Potomac Passage,  
National Harbor, MD
info@houseofjonleiatelier.com

House of JonLei Atelier

www.houseofjonleiatelier.com

Call for appointments

Tying the Knot
DIY WEDDING FROM | 21

PHOTOS/AUTUMN NAILOR
Left: The wedding cake had layers of mango and ube with buttercream frosting.  Right: Program ceremony for the May 27, 2017 wedding.

MAKE YOUR SPECIAL DAY 

Historic
The Lyceum

Lloyd House

Gadsby's Tavern Museum

Alexandria Black History 
Museum

Make your reservation today, visit Rental & Private Events 
at www.historicalexandria.org or call (703) 746-4554

OFFICE OF

Histori
c Alexandria

• •
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

Do you have questions about 
finding the right care settings?
Our memory care specialists can help you

(866) 995-1377  
silverado.com/explore

Living life while living with dementia

memory care | community

alexandria

Call to schedule a pre-opening tour of our community
and talk with our team of professionals 
2807 King Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22302
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Activities abound  
for seniors in the  
Port City this month 
and beyond
BY PAMELA AUSTIN

May is Older Americans 
Month, during which we 
celebrate the 
contributions 
of seniors in 
society. This 
year’s theme 
“Engage at 
Every Age,” 
e m p h a s i z e s 
that you are 
never too old 
to take part 
in activities 
that enrich 
your physical, 
mental and 
emotional well-being. The 
City of Alexandria has been 
designated as an age-friend-
ly community and offers an 
array of ongoing social and 
educational opportunities 
for older adults.

Alexandria’s two senior 
centers offer socialization, 
meals and activities for se-
niors 55 and older. They are 
located at Charles Houston 
Recreation Center and the 
St. Martin De Porres Center. 
Activities include yoga and 
other exercises adapted for 
seniors, educational work-
shops and day trips. Call 

703-746-5456 to register 
at Charles Houston Senior 
Center or 703-751-2766 to 
register at St. Martin de Por-
res Senior Center.

Alexandria’s Department 
of Recreation, Parks and 
Cultural Activities offers an 

a s s o r t m e n t 
of activities 
for adults age 
55 and older 
that enrich 
their physical 
and emotion-
al well-be-
ing. Activities 
include 55+ 
game nights, 
art, kitting, 
pinochle, se-
nior zumba, 
pickleball and 

weight training. Call the 
Power-Plus Program Office 
at 703-746-5585 or visit al-
exandriava.gov/recreation 
for a listing of all the pro-
grams. 

Northern Virginia Com-
munity College believes that 
learning is ageless and wel-
comes lifelong learners for 
both credit and non-cred-
it classes. Adults age 60 or 
above who have legal domi-
cile in Virginia for one year 
can register for free classes 
on a first-come-first-served 
basis. Seniors can register 
online or can also receive 

registration assistance at 
the campus student services 
center. Contact the school’s 
liberal arts division at 703-
845-6242 for more informa-
tion.

Alexandria’s Workforce 
Development Center is a 
certified, one-stop center 
that provides services and 
resources for job seekers of 
all ages. The center offers 
Senior Career Readiness 
classes, General Education-

al Development courses and 
English as a Second Lan-
guage classes. Call 703-746-
5990 or email wdc@alexan-
driava.gov to learn more or 
to register for these courses. 

Alexandria Public Library 
also offers opportunities for 
learning. Burke Library will 
offer a computer class “Win-
dows” works and Microsoft 
Office 2010 applications on 
May 31 at 6 p.m. You will 
also learn the best strategies 

for locating information on 
the internet. Registration 
is requested by calling 703-
746-1777.

Find out more informa-
tion about celebrating Older 
Americans Month at https://
oam.acl.gov.

Pamela Austin is resource 
coordinator for the City of 

Alexandria’s Division of 
Aging and Adult Services. 

CALENDAR
May and June events
Music, food festivals and more fill the first 
months of summer  |   Page 30

HOMES
Trends in home design
Pantone, food sciences and voice tech are among 
the current interior design trends  |   Page 28

ARTS
‘Deadpool 2’
Twists, turns and dark humor make deadpool 
an unforgettable experience |   Page 26

TimesLiving
SENIORS

City celebrates older Americans in May

PAMELA AUSTIN
FILE PHOTO

Alexandria offers several opportunities for seniors 55 and older to be active. At the Charles Houston 
Recreation Center, seniors can practice yoga, and at the St. Martin De Porres Center they can participate 
in zumba, pickleball and weight training. 
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

ARTS

Self-aware superhero 
Wade Wilson returns 
to the screen for spirit-
ed sequel
BY RICHARD ROEPER

The most impressive su-
perpower in “Deadpool 2” 
is the movie’s ability to be 
deeply cynical and consis-
tently self-referential and 
meta-on-top-of-meta with 
all its clever quips and wink-
ing asides – and, yet, still 
have us caring about these 
characters.

We genuinely root for 
Wade Wilson/Deadpool and 
the team he has assembled 
to carry out his missions. 
It’s a band of fantastically 
dysfunctional and oddly lov-
able misfits with gifts rang-
ing from the magnificent 
to the questionable, to one 
guy who simply answered a 
“Help Wanted” ad because 
he thought the job descrip-
tion sounded cool. This geek 
doesn’t have any more fight-
ing skills than the guy in 
front of you at the movie dig-
ging his paws into a bucket 
of popcorn the size of a com-
pact car.

He still makes the team.
Even more so than most 

superhero movies, “Dead-
pool 2” is best experienced 
spoiler-free, so I will take 
great care not to reveal spe-
cifics about the many, many, 
many nifty surprises and 
developments that pop up 
throughout the film.

Nevertheless, we can’t 
talk about the movie without 
talking about the movie, so 
you are hereby warned there 
will indeed be a mild spoiler 
or two just below.

Ryan Reynolds was born 
to play the part of Deadpool 
– and it’s really good to see 
Reynolds in peak form, first 
because he delivers a crack-
ling good performance, and 
also because the release of 
the actual film means a re-
spite from the relentless, 
multiplatform ad campaign 
that had Deadpool doing ev-
erything short of penetrat-
ing our dreams at night.

Director David Leitch 
(working from a razor-sharp 
script by Rhett Reese, Paul 
Wernick and Reynolds) kicks 
things off with a slam-bang-
pow extended action se-
quence, followed by brilliant 
opening credits referencing 
what we’ve just experienced 
onscreen.

From that point forward, 
Wade Wilson/Deadpool will 
break the fourth wall on nu-
merous occasions with wit-
ty observations and asides. 
(“Deadpool 2” also includes 
some very of-the-moment 
swipes at real-life political 
entities, and I’ll just leave it 
at that.) This is a movie and 
also a movie-about-movies, 
and it works well on both lev-
els.

Morena Baccarin does 
fine work as Wade’s fiancee, 
the former escort Vanessa, 
who gives him her IUD on 
their anniversary to let him 
know she’s ready for them 
to start a family. (This ain’t 
a Superman/Lois Lane ro-
mance, folks.)

So yes, Wade still has that 
severe scarring covering his 
entire body, and he’s pret-
ty much on the clock all the 
time what with all the ruth-
less criminals and blood-
thirsty henchmen who must 
be stopped – but this mo-
ment is about as close to bliss 
as he’s known in a very long 
time.

Of course, we wouldn’t 
have much of a movie if the 

‘Deadpool 2’ impresses with twists, 
turns and pitch black humor

SEE DEADPOOL | 32

PHOTO/20TH CENTURY FOX
Ryan Reynolds (Wade) and Leslie Uggams (Blind Al) in Deadpool 2, which premiers Friday. 
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Offered by Martine and Alexander Irmer
703.346.7283  
Martine@Lnf.com

703.403.2465  
Ai@Lnf.com

Gorgeous Colonial in Alexandria! 
Gorgeous colonial on just shy of 1/3 acre. Over 3,600 sqft of light filled 
living space. Open yet formal floorplan with LR, DR, Fam Rm & gourmet 
kitchen w/ breakfast bar + nook. Large rooms, high ceilings, wood 
floors, 3 fireplaces, fully finished basement with walk out. Lush grounds 
create the perfect oasis. 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms

2810 FARM RD, Alexandria, VA 22302
$1,199,900

SOLD
530 N Columbus St, Alexandria, VA 22314

$1,260,000

SOLD
417 N Fayette St, Alexandria VA 22314

$1,197,500
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A private enclave of 64 
homes with unencumbered 
views of the Potomac is sit-
uated in the 400 block of 
Union Street in the heart 
of Old Town’s Southeast 
Quadrant. Within this com-
munity, the crown jewel 
is indisputably No. 450: a 
rarely available end unit on 
a corner lot that feels like a 
single-family home. Built in 
1993, this home masterfully 
encompasses the best fea-
tures of new construction 
while paying homage to his-
toric Old Town style with its 
stately brick colonial façade. 

This spacious end unit 
townhouse features four 
beds and three-and-a-half 

baths on four finished lev-
els. The stunning kitchen 

was fully renovated in 2016 
to include custom cherry 
wood cabinetry, top brand 
appliances, U-line fridge, 
granite counters and a 
unique farmhouse-sized 
divided copper sink. Ele-
gant French doors from the 
kitchen lead to a comfort-
able outdoor space ideal for 
dining al fresco and bright-
ened by a lovely tulip tree 
and flowerbeds. There are 
a total of three gas fireplac-
es, two beautiful Swarovski 
crystal chandeliers and un-
derground garage parking 
for two cars – a rare find for 
Old Town. Enjoy unencum-
bered river views and all the 
perks of city living.

AT A GLANCE

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

Meet the influencers 
who spark interior de-
sign trends

(Part 1 of 2)
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

There are interior de-
signers who shudder at the 
word “trend,” dismissing 
it as conceptual spam. Yet, 
sometimes they inevitably 
are caught up in it with a 
proposal that just happens 
to fall squarely into the 
prevailing design zeitgeist, 
whether in color, style, pat-
tern, material or attitude. 
This week, we will discuss 

who the true trendsetters 
are – and how those trends 
make it to your living room. 

Tracking trends is a ma-
jor global business, touching 
on every aspect of design. It 
embraces the home, kitchen 
and bath, surfaces, paint, 
textiles, wall coverings, fur-
nishings, garden and out-
door spaces, automobiles 
and even food. Everything 
from fragrances and makeup 
(scents, colors and packag-
ing), the retail experience 
and shoppers’ habits are 
tracked and analyzed for the 

Trending topics

PHOTO/SCAVOLINI
Hiding kitchens behind folding or pocket doors was a popular theme of EuroCucina. The idea: to make 
the kitchen more like a living space, tucking away appliances when not in use. This Boxlife system, 
which includes closet modular, is from Scavolini. SEE TRENDS | 29

Location: 450 S. Union St., 
Alexandria 22314  
Price: $2,095,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathroom: 3 full and 1 half 
Style: Colonial
Year Built: 1993
Parking: 2 underground 
garage spaces
Contact: Sue Goodhart 
& Allison (Goodhart) 
DuShuttle, 
McEnearney Associates, 
703-362-3221, 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
OR allison@
thegoodhartgroup.com

The crown jewel  
of South Union Street

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

This rarely 
available 
end unit 
in the 400 
block of S. 
Union Street 
features ele-
gant French 
doors, 
Swarovski 
crystal chan-
deliers and 
an updated 
kitchen. 
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next big thing that bloggers 
will rhapsodize about as 
soon as it is introduced.

Internet accessibility 
and social media have ex-
panded the base of avail-
able information and ideas, 
as well as measuring what 
connects with consumers. 
Accordingly, their buying 
habits contribute to profiles 
of what is going on current-
ly and what lies ahead in the 
months and years to come. 

One of the most impact-
ful arbiters is the Pantone 
Color Institute. Pantone 
color is a universally under-
stood language, used by ev-
eryone from graphic artists 
to auto designers, and its 
forecast of groups of hues 
that will prevail is made two 
years out. 

It’s the source of the 
much buzzed about Pan-
tone Color of the Year (Ul-
traviolet for 2018), though 
paint companies and many 
others now launch their 
own stars. While the selec-
tions sometimes stir debate 
(like the color Marsala, a 
few years back), the influ-
ence is so pervasive, that 
once announced, you seem 
to see the hue everywhere. 
It even surfaced in a garden 
trend report that showed 
purple foods gaining trac-
tion.

Advertising agency JWT 
Global identifies emerging 
trends in lifestyle, tech, 
health, culture, food and 
wine and retail throughout 
each year. Among recent 
topics: how the internet of 
things is shifting to the in-
ternet of eyes and voice. To 
wit: the iPhone X facial rec-
ognition for unlocking the 
phone, and Google-owned 
Nest’s Cam IQ with built-in 
facial recognition to distin-
guish family members and 
strangers. Voice tech now 
is available in TVs, toasters, 
lamps and even a talking 
waste bin displayed at the 

Consumer Electronics Show 
in 2017. At EuroCucina, a 
massive biennial kitchen 
show in Milan, Italy, Bosch 
showed off Mykie (short 
for “my kitchen elf”), a ro-
bot you can talk to, which 
has a built-in projector that 
can screen recipes on your 
kitchen wall.

On a smaller scale, the 
Garden Media Group, based 
in Kennett Square, Penn-
sylvania, follows trends 
that affect the home land-
scape, interior plantscap-
ing, health and growing 
food. There’s actually a sci-
ence associated with a new 
look at purple foods  — an-
tioxidants or anthocyanins, 

which are health-promoting 
chemicals that help protect 
cells, reduce inflammation 
and lower the risk of diabe-
tes and cardiovascular dis-
ease.

Some trends are sure to 
overlap – in home design, 
the term “wabi-sabi” is 
used to describe interiors 
that are a little serendipi-
tous. There’s a movement 
in garden to adapt this Jap-
anese practice of embracing 
imperfection — especially 
not obsessing about weeds, 
deadheading flowers or per-
fect lawns.

Next week, we’ll discuss 
how to incorporate these 
trends into your home.

HOMES 

Join us 
Seasonal special: Fresh Shad 

Roe with Anchovy Butter and 
Bacon Strips

Spring specials coming soon

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

~ Are We Having Pancakes? ~
At age one, Snow is ready for action! Fetch, walks, car rides 
and trips to West Grove Dog Park are among his favorite 

pastimes. Treats are up there as well.
 A wonderful, companionable fellow, Snow just wants to be 

with you, to go where you go.  After exercising, he’s ready to 
relax and snuggle up.  His energy level makes him ideal to be 

a solo pet where he can rule the roost.  
**Thanks to a generous donor, my adoption fees have been paid!**  

L earn more about our Adopt It Forward program . 
Please call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@

alexandriaanimals.org for more information !

THANK YOU

PHOTO/EFFETI
Top: Explosive flowers, in moody hues inspired by Dutch master 
painters, is the artistry of Ellie Cashman, who is based in the Neth-
erlands.   Above: The pervasiveness of Pantone's' 2018 Color of the 
Year, Ultraviolet, even surfaced as a bold statement from the Italian 
manufacturer Effeti, which showed it in acrylic as an island in its 
booth at April's EuroCucina in Milan, Italy. Also notable is the open 
shelving, seen everywhere, to bridge living spaces. 

PHOTO/ELLIE CASHMAN

TRENDS FROM | 28
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Join us to learn this ancient 
healing practice for  

relaxation and self-care

Reiki Level One
Training begins  

Wednesday, July 11

Register today at www.fourdirectionswellness.com

• Learn more about a lung disease that affects 100,000 people
   in the U.S. alone
• Discuss fibrosis of the lungs and a potential treatment option
• Connect with other patients and caregivers in the IPF community
• Hear Jim R.'s story about living with and fighting IPF

Idiopathic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis (IPF), a
Disease of the Lungs.
Join the Conversation by Attending a FREE 
Educational Seminar Sponsored by Genentech!

©2018 Genentech USA, Inc. All rights reserved.
ESB/080515/0385(1)a(1)  |  04/18

DATE:
Wednesday, 
May 30, 2018
Registration: 10:30 AM
Program: 11:00 AM

LOCATION:
Courtyard by Marriott 
Dunn Loring Fairfax
2722 Gallows Road
Vienna, VA 22180

PRESENTERS:
Joshua Sill, MD
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Jim R.
Living with IPF since 2010

CALL
 1-844-247-1635
 TO REGISTER FOR AN
 IPF SEMINAR TODAY.

CALENDAR
MAY 18

BIKE TO WORK DAY 2018 Join 
thousands of area commuters in 
celebrating this year’s Bike to Work 
Day, which promotes bicycling as an 
eco-friendly, fun and healthy way to 
get to work. The city will host five pit 
stops (Market Square at City Hall, 
Carlyle, Del Ray, Mark Center, and 
Fairlington). Register and check in at 
a pit stop to get a free t-shirt, food 
and drink and the opportunity to win 
great prizes.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 a.m.
Location: Various
Information: goalex@alexandriava.gov 

FORT HUNT FOOD FEST Attend 
the second annual Fort Hunt Food 
Fest – A fantastic event for families, 
with face painting, a petting zoo, 
balloon animals, yard games, crafts 
and more. Of course, there will also 
be an amazing range of food trucks 
on hand to keep everyone well fed: 
DC Slices, Empanadas de Mendoza, 
Frufetti and Bangkok House. Entry: 
$5 person, $20 max per family and 
children under 2 are free.
Time: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Carl Sandburg Middle, 
8428 Fort Hunt Road
Information: fhp.publicity@gmail.com

MAY 18 TO MAY 20

SPRING WINE FESTIVAL & 
SUNSET TOUR Celebrate the 
history of wine in Virginia with 
exclusive evening tours of the 
mansion and cellar at Mount Vernon, 
appearances by George and Martha 
Washington and a live jazz band. 
Bring a blanket, relax on the east 
lawn overlooking the scenic Potomac 
River and sample wines made in 
Virginia. During tours of the mansion, 
visit the cellar where Washington 
stored his wine and learn about 
the successes and failures of our 
Founding Father’s endeavors with 
wine.To accompany the wine tasting, 
fruit and cheese boxes are available 
by advance purchase. A variety of hot 
and cold food and desserts including 
baguettes, gourmet sandwiches and 
specialty sweets will be available 
on site from the Mount Vernon 
Inn Restaurant. Outside food and 
beverages are not allowed.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon
Information: 703-780-2000

MAY 19

PAWS FOR THE PEOPLE 
Sponsored by the Olde Towne School 
for Dogs and Frollick Dogs Canine 
Sports Club, the Paws for the People 
dog show will be composed of three 
show rings running concurrently: 
obedience, agility and the center 
ring. Each entrant will receive a gift 
card and a treat bag. Obedience: 
Handlers will compete in a beginner/
novice AKC format; Agility: Handlers 
will guide dogs through an obstacle 

course complete with jumps, a tunnel, 
weave poles and more in a race for 
both time and accuracy; The Center 
Ring: dogs will compete in one of 
five areas: Best Trick, Dog/Owner 
Look-Alike, Best Dog Couple, Most 
Unique Dog and Best Friend Forever. 
Winners from each group will receive 
the Golden Bone Award and a chance 
to compete in Best in Show, where the 
winner will receive a gift basket valued 
at more than $200. All proceeds 
benefit the Lazarus Food Pantry of 
Christ Church Alexandria, the largest 
weekly supermarket-style food pantry 
in Alexandria. Competition slots will be 
limited; please register online.
Time: 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: bit.ly/Paws4thePeople

YOGA AND SOUND Local sound 
artist, yogi and meditation guide, 
Jeneen Piccuirro, will lead her 
signature one-hour class carefully 
guiding a gentle yoga series with a 
crystal bowl accompaniment and 
closing with a gong meditation. 
Jeneen’s authentic integrated holistic 
offerings are designed with comfort, 
health and ultimate rejuvenation in 
mind. It’s a great start to the weekend 
for mind, body and soul while 
surrounded by the art and creativity 
of the Torpedo Factory. Doors open 
at 8:30 a.m. Class starts promptly 
at 9 a.m. Please arrive with time to 
settle in and bring a yoga mat and 
water bottle. (Limited number of mats 
available to rent for $5.) This program 
is organized by the Friends of the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center.
Time: 9 to 10 a.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St. 
Information: 703-609-1346

TROUBLES & TRIUMPHS 
All-female vocal ensemble 
Sopranessence presents “Troubles 
& Triumphs,” a concert in support of 
the Alexandria-based nonprofit We 
Will Survive Cancer. This concert of 
songs will take you from the trials 
and tribulations of everyday life to 
the triumphs that thrill us and help 
us thrive. Sopranessence is an 
ensemble that not only desires to 
reboot classical music through unique 
performances, but also to bring 
awareness to and support causes 
that impact the community.   This 
year, Sopranessence will donate 15 
percent of ticket sales to We Will 
Survive Cancer.  Founded by Gayela 
Bynum after her daughter-in-law died 
of breast cancer, WWSC provides 
assistance to families affected by 
cancer. There will be exciting raffle 
prizes at intermission – receive 
five raffle tickets per concert ticket 
purchase through May 18th.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Del Ray United Methodist 
Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: www.sopranessence.org

MAY 20

CLASSICS & CRITTERS: A 
CELEBRATION OF SPRING – 

A MOUNT VERNON FLUTES 
CONCERT The Mount Vernon Flutes, 
a quartet ensemble from the Mount 
Vernon Community Band, will perform 
a delightful seasonal concert with 
lush melodies, interesting harmonies 
and engaging rhythms, drawn from a 
variety of genres. It is free to attend. 
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

STORIES AND MUSIC IN 
THE GARDEN – FAIRYTALE 
ADVENTURE Once upon a time 
there was storytelling, musical 
performances and tasty treats in the 
enchanted MVUC walled garden for 
children and parents alike to enjoy. 
Free Admission. Treats, raffle tickets 
and refreshments available for 
purchase.
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: MVUC Garden, 1909 
Windmill Lane
Information: 703-768-7584

MAY 21

VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE Virginians who will 
be 18 or older by Nov. 6 2018 can 
apply to register to vote for the June 
12 Primary Election. Applications 
must be postmarked by May 21, or 
submitted online prior to midnight 
on May 21, or received in person 
at our office by 5 pm on May 21. 
Applications are available from the 
web site below.
Time: All day
Location: Voter Registration Office, 
132 N. Royal St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
Elections

MAY 22

YELLOW DOT SHOP BOOK TALK 
Attend readings from “Steel: From 
Mine to Mill, the Metal that Made 
America" by local author Brooke C. 
Stoddard and "Dreaming America: 
Voices of Undocumented Youth in 
Maximum Security Detention" by 
Larry Moffi, publisher of Settlement 
House Books. There will be books 
and items for sale to benefit the 
production of the documentary film 
about Alexandria’s history: "Why They 
Left: Migration of the Scots”. It is an 
opening celebration for Yellow Dot 
Shop: History and Culture in Print, 
a new online store featuring local 
authors and publishers and items of 
interest. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 
2300 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: yellowdotshop.com

MAY 23

EXPLORING THE COVERT 
CAPITAL Dr. Andrew Friedman’s 
Covert Capital is a cultural and 
spatial history that chronicles how 

SEE CALENDAR | 31
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the CIA and other national security 
institutions created domestic space 
around their own headquarters in 
Northern Virginia and abroad. Anyone 
may attend. Free for Alexandria 
Historical Society members, $5 for 
non-members. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
Lyceum

MAY 25

CAROLINE HATFIELD:  
UNEARTHING Target Gallery is 
happy to announce Caroline Hatfield 
as 2018’s solo exhibition recipient. 
Hatfield’s work explores concepts of 
utopia and science fiction through 
the experience of sites, landscape, 
and materiality in her interdisciplinary 
practice. Sculptural landscapes 
composed of industrial relics, 
geological formations, and mutable 
material obscure boundaries and 
accumulate into form. The combined 
objects and materials emanate an 
energy of transformation and process, 
often with a cyclical quality. Depicting 
elemental landscapes and geological 
force, her work references the sublime 
experiences of our world while shifting 
outwards towards a science fictional 
sublime. Foreign but familiar, the 
models, miniatures, depictions and 

descriptions of alternative worlds offer 
a glimpse of potential found in the 
balance of presence and absence. The 
exhibit will be on display from May 25 
to July 15.
Time: All Day
Location: Torpedo Factory Arts 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4590

MAY 28

41ST ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY 
JAZZ FESTIVAL The 41st Annual 
Memorial Day Jazz Festival features 
a variety of jazz performers, including 
the U.S. Navy Band Commodores 
with Big Band sound as the opening 
performance followed by Encantada 
featuring Julie Mack, with Brazilian 
Jazz; Project Natale, with Infused 
Jazz; The Rick Whitehead Trio, with 
contemporary jazz and ending with 
The Village Jazz Band, featuring 
Dixieland Jazz. The will be food and 
beverages for sale. It is recommended 
to bring blankets or chairs for your 
seating. If inclement weather occurs, 
the event will be relocated indoors 
to the Lee Center Richard Kauffman 
Auditorium.
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

MAY 31 

LECTURE: RIGHT HAND MAN? 

Professor Peter Henriques contends 
the collaboration between George 
Washington and Alexander Hamilton 
was the most important in the 
founding of our nation. His lecture 
will address the nature of their 
relationship, what caused Hamilton 
to resign from Washington’s staff 
during the war and how Washington 
responded. He will also answer this 
burning question: How accurate is the 
portrayal of their relationship in the 
musical, “Hamilton”?
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

JUNE 1

PRIDAY NIGHT AT PORT CITY 
BREWING COMPANY Celebrate 
the beginning of Pride Month with 
Priday Night at Port City. Come show 
your pride and celebrate Alexandria’s 
diverse community with the 
Alexandria-Arlington Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance, DJ Laura Lopez, outdoor 
games and activities. A portion of all 
sales from the night will be donated 
to support AGLA’s mission to improve 
the quality of life and meet the needs 
of the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Port City Brewing Company takes 
pride in making beer for everyone.
Time: 3 to 11 p.m.
Location: Port City Brewing Company, 
3950 Wheeler Ave.
Information: 703-797-2739

CALENDAR

Spring Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

THE IDI GROUP COMPANIES

THE WATERMARK

I N T R O D U C I N G  1 8  B O U T I Q U E 
L U X U R Y  C O N D O M I N I U M S  

I N  O L D  T OW N

Coming Soon to the  
Alexandria Waterfront

211 STRAND STREET

WATERMARKOLDTOWN.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 703-558-7324
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every year by the diminished 
state of Landmark Mall is 
paid by the taxpayer.” 

“It’s definitely a top pri-
ority – we’ve done every-
thing we can to grease those 
wheels. It’s definitely in need 
of help, but we can only do 
what we can do,” Silberberg 
said. 

Neither candidate had a 
definitive answer on wheth-
er Alexandria City Public 
Schools should pursue a sec-
ond high school or expand 
the high school’s existing 
campus.

“I’ve talked to [ACPS In-
terim Superintendent] Dr. 
[Lois] Berlin about this at 
length and I agree with her 
as she explains that their fo-
cus is to look at a whole host 
of issues – looking at new 
academies or a second high 
school or enlarge Minnie 
Howard,” Silberberg said.

“We’re pushing for a col-

laborative effort to plan the 
future of high school capac-
ity. Through tough decisions 
made by city council, we have 
a path to examine high school 
needs. It would be a challenge 
to find a second high school 
site. Finding resources would 
be very challenging. The 
model runs through Minnie 
Howard or existing capaci-
ty in this [the T.C. Williams] 
site,” Wilson said. 

The debate concluded 
with Millard asking what 
politically unpopular action 
they would pursue, if given 
the opportunity. 

“The job of leaders is to 
take on politically unpopular 
things that better their com-
munity. That’s the way I’ve 
approached city council. Al-
exandria had, going into last 
year’s budget, half a billion 
in deferred capital mainte-
nance. [The FY2018 budget] 
lowers taxes in the future 
and helps us better use re-
sources,” Wilson said. “… 

We need tradeoffs associated 
with how we improve safety. 
We’ve done a few – lower-
ing speed limits, narrowing 
lanes.”

Silberberg said she would 
reinstate the open space 
fund. 

“We should reinstate ded-
icated funding for our open 
space fund, which was elim-
inated in 2013 after making 
a big difference,” Silberberg 
said. “We should set a goal 
and make it our top priority 
to reinstate it. My opponent 
championed eliminating 
dedicated funding for it after 
10 great years.”

Silberberg and Wilson 
will join a dozen Democratic 
council candidates at a may-
oral and council candidate 
forum hosted by Tenants 
& Workers United and the 
NAACP on Friday night be-
tween 6 and 7:30 p.m. at Cora 
Kelly Elementary School.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

DEBATE FROM | 17
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plot stalled out there, now 
would we? Suffice to say 
Deadpool soon finds him-
self battling seemingly un-
stoppable external forces on 
multiple fronts while he also 
goes to extreme lengths to 
triumph over some deep in-
ternal conflicts about the 
true nature of his soul.

Not that he ever stops 
cracking wise in the process.

We’re treated to a num-
ber of “X-Men” jokes, many 
of them purely visual (some 
so quick you might miss ‘em 
if you blink), as Deadpool 
reunites with Negasonic 
Teenage Warhead (Brianna 
Hildebrand) and the hulk-
ing, steel-bodied Colossus 
(Stefan Kapicic), who contin-
ues to comport himself with 
great dignity and honor and 
continues to believe Wade/
Deadpool can become a bet-
ter man/superhero.

The talented Julian Den-
nison is well cast as Firefist, a 
teenage mutant who can shoot 
fire from his hands. (Thus the 
name, which seems pretty 
dead-on.) Josh Brolin, fresh off 
playing Thanos in “Avengers: 
Infinity War,” gives perhaps 
the best supporting perfor-
mance in the film as Cable, a 
time-traveling mutant soldier 
on a mission to take down 
Firefist before the kid does 
some serious damage.

Deadpool believes Fire-
fist can be saved from go-
ing to the dark side. To that 
end, he forms his own squad, 
which he rather lamely calls 
X-Force. (Of course he’s 
called out for coming up with 
such a derivative moniker.)

I loved the X-Force. The 
standouts include Terry Crews 
as Bedlam, who can generate 
bio-electric fields; Bill Skars-
gard as Zeitgeist, who has 
the disgusting ability to spew 
acidic vomit; and my favorite, 
Zazie Beetz as Domino, whose 
superpower is ... she’s lucky – 
really, really lucky. 

Hey. Don’t discount it un-
til you see her in action.

Oh, and we can’t for-
get Peter (Rob Delaney), a 
soft-bodied regular ol’ hu-
man with a serious mus-
tache. Wade adds Peter to the 
team because why not?

A few of the movie paro-
dy jokes and pop music cues 
feel a little timeworn. We’ve 
seen satires on that partic-
ular film scene before and 
we’ve heard that particularly 
sappy ballad used to come-
dic effect before as well. But 
even the easier jokes are de-
livered with enthusiasm and 
accompanied by creatively 
gruesome R-rated carnage.

Brolin brings the same 
intensity to the character 
of Cable that he delivers in 
deadly serious roles in films 
such as “No Country for Old 
Men” and “Sicario,” and that 
makes for a great and fasci-
nating performance. Cable is 
arguably the most intriguing 
character of all in “Deadpool 
2,” and there’s more to come. 
(Brolin has reportedly signed 
on for a multi-movie story 
arc for Cable.

“Deadpool 2” is wicked, 
dark fun from start to finish, 
with some twisted and very 
funny special effects, cool pro-
duction elements, terrific en-
semble work – and for dessert, 
perhaps the best end-credits 
“cookie” scene ever.

This is the best sequel 
since “Godfather II.” OK, not 
quite, but that sounds like 
something Deadpool will 
say about “Deadpool 2” in 
“Deadpool 3.”

COURTESY IMAGE
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between 2008 and 2016.
“As I’m aware, he sold all 

his properties, so he doesn’t 
have anything before the 
council,” Wilson said of 
Kaufman’s most recent do-
nation.

When asked to explain 
his policy, Wilson said there 
is a degree of discretion. 

“You know, it’s always a 
discretionary kind of inter-
pretation,” he said. “I mean, 
you have to kind of think 
about when someone has 
something before council or 
why they might have some-
thing before council and 
what type of request they 
might be asking.  Obviously 
I take everything on a case-
by-case basis, but generally 
speaking I don’t take any-
thing from anybody who has 
anything before council, and 
I’ve refused contributions as 
recently as a few weeks ago.”

Over the years, Wilson 
has also accepted sever-
al contributions from Don 
Simpson Jr. and Don Simp-
son Sr. of Simpson Develop-
ment Company. The compa-
ny’s website boasts building 
numerous prominent city 
buildings and complexes, 
including the Bradlee Shop-
ping Center, Landmark Mall, 
Alexandria Hospital and 
multiple private and pub-
lic city schools. Simpson Sr. 
contributed a total of $1,700 
to Wilson’s campaigns be-
tween 2009 and 2015. Simp-
son Jr. contributed another 
$500 between 2015 and 2018. 

While Simpson Develop-
ment no longer constructs 
buildings in the volume it 
once did, it is still involved 
with commercial leasing 
and property management 
in Alexandria. On May 12, 
2012, council approved an 
SUP for a restaurant at 2850 
Eisenhower Blvd., a property 
Simpson Development leas-
es out. One of Simpson Sr.’s 
donations to Wilson came 
10 days before the vote, on 
May 2, 2012. 

Wilson said he was not 
aware of Simpson’s relation 
to anything that’s come be-
fore council since he’s been 
elected. 

“I’m not aware that 
Simpson has had anything 
before council in over a de-
cade,” Wilson said. “I’ve 
never, ever, ever in my time 
on council had a meeting 
with Simpson or talked to 
him about a potential appli-
cation. Ever. He’s never had 
anything before me in my 
time on council.”

Both Wilson and Sil-
berberg accepted contri-
butions in September 2017 
from Daniel Roth and Jesse 
Wuertz, Potomac Yard res-
idents who spoke against a 
development in their neigh-
borhood at a public hearing 
just a month later. 

Silberberg also received 
donations from Loren Nee-
dles and Jeremy Flachs, 
residents who have actively 
opposed the Karig Estates 
development in the Semi-
nary Ridge neighborhood 
since mid-2017. 

The two spoke at plan-
ning commission and city 
council meetings related to 
the development, and Nee-
dles is among those who 
filed a lawsuit against city 
council about the project on 
March 19. He contributed 
$500 to Silberberg’s mayoral 
campaign on March 31. Sil-
berberg had previously cast 
the lone vote against the 
development at the Jan. 20 
council public hearing.

Silberberg said she views 
residents who weigh in on 
city issues differently from 
developers who bring for-
ward proposals. 

“If a resident is concerned 
about an issue, whether it is 
pushing for common sense 
gun reform or pushing for 
more funding for schools 
or pushing for better road 
maintenance ... residents 
pushing for a certain cause 
weigh in in all kinds of man-
ners. That’s not a conflict of 
interest,” Silberberg said.

“A resident is not bring-
ing business before the 
council. That is like night 
and day,” she said. “The 
developer for the building 
in Potomac Yard or for the 
building in Karig Estates, I 
wouldn’t accept a contribu-
tion from them.

“Though the statement 
that one doesn’t accept con-
tributions from people who 
bring business before coun-
cil can be interpreted in dif-
ferent ways, both candidates 
said they were proud of their 
transparency on the topic.

“The whole issue falls in 
line with my commitment to 
pushing us to have a high-
er ethical standard across 
government,” Silberberg 
said. “I think that everyone 
who’s elected, I would think 
that they would all want to 
do this. I’ve been doing this 
since I ran in … 2012. If I 
knew that they were bring-
ing business before the 
council, then I would thank 
the donor and return their 
contribution.”

Wilson said he’s taken 
several steps toward a more 
transparent government 
during his time on coun-
cil. He said he’s written 
and passed legislation that 
requires local government 
officials to disclose large 
campaign contributions 
they receive when in office, 
has worked with the city 
registrar to become the first 
jurisdiction to put campaign 
finance reports online and 
has helped change city code 
to require developers to re-
veal financial interests they 
have with council members. 

“I don’t just talk the 
talk,” Wilson said. “I ac-
tually bring actual accom-
plishments to try to improve 
transparency to the public, 
so I’m pretty proud of my re-
cord on this issue.”

Campaign finance re-
ports are available on VPAP.
org. The next report, which 
will cover the period through 
May 31, is due June 4.

- mschrott@alextimes.com 
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$501 and $1,000 per month. 
Most who have income, or 

54 percent, received income 
through wages, while 39 per-
cent are on disability. The 
majority of homeless adults 
with children, 55 percent, 
also reported that they were 
employed in 2018, with 72 
percent of those employed 
earning $1,001 and above per 
month. That group earned 81 
percent of its income through 
wages and five percent apiece 
from disability, retirement 
and public assistance. 

“The stereotype of some-
one who’s panhandling and 
unemployed is not really 
what we see – the reality is 
that many people just don’t 
make enough money to afford 
housing here in our commu-
nity,” Lurz said. 

The count documents 
the major challenges facing 
Alexandria’s homeless com-

munity. Of the 226 adults 
surveyed, 36 had a serious 
mental illness, 31 had sub-
stance use disorders and 26 
were discharged from an in-
stitution, which could mean 
a jail, mental health facility, 
foster care facility, a hospital 
or a long-term care facility. 

There are additional chal-
lenges beyond a lack of afford-
able housing and the mental 
health or health conditions 
homeless individuals face. 

Lurz said the uptick over 
the last few years in the 
number of single homeless 
individuals, versus homeless 
families, presents a fundrais-
ing challenge. This year, the 
count found only 29 homeless 
adults with children, in com-
parison to 142 homeless indi-
viduals without children. 

Single homeless individ-
uals, Lurz said, traditionally 
don’t capture the public’s at-
tention or philanthropy to the 
extent that families do. 

“It’s a lot easier to get as-
sistance when you see a child 
or a family and single indi-
viduals sometimes just don’t 
get the same kind of response 
from the community about 
wanting to help,” Lurz said. 

And while the decrease 
in the homeless individuals 
counted as part of the point-
in-time between 2011 and 
2018 is encouraging, Lurz said 
her office isn’t complacent. If 
anything, she said, the obsta-
cles facing the homeless pop-

ulation in the city are grow-
ing by the year.

“The clients that we have 
now are really presented with 
higher barriers and it’s going 
to take a lot more resources, 
financial and otherwise, to 
help people move from home-
lessness into housing again,” 
Lurz said. “I think we’re real-
ly getting to the point where 
some of the clients that we’re 
serving, it’s not easy to fund-
raise to serve the population.” 

Though the barriers facing 

the city’s homeless popula-
tion are high, those working 
to help are encouraged by 
making an impact on even 
one person.

Lamm said Carpenter’s 
Shelter volunteers were pre-
pared to not find anyone on 
their early morning canvas. 

She said, while it wouldn’t 
have been a failure if they 
hadn’t, the possibility of help-
ing one man is a worthwhile 
experience. 

“It was moving to be part 
of it. It felt good to be out 
there. … It felt good that if 
there was someone out there, 
we found them and could get 
them connected to services,” 
Lamm said. “I don’t think on 
day one he’s going to open up 
to services. It’ll take a period 
of time to build a rapport. But 
now the city is aware of them 
and they can send those re-
sources there.” 

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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The clients that we have now are 
really presented with higher barriers 
and it’s going to take a lot more 

resources, financial and otherwise, to 
help people move from homelessness 
into housing again. I think we’re really 
getting to the point where some of the 
clients that we’re serving, it’s not easy 
to fundraise to serve that population.”

– Jessica Lurz, director, Office of Community Services

encourage alternate means of 
transportation.”

Ray was the only council-
or to say he would attempt to 
reverse the vote earlier this 
year that reduced the amount 
of parking developers are  
required to provide for new or 
redeveloped sites in Alexan-
dria, while incumbent Coun-
cilor Paul Smedberg decried 
the issue’s complexity.

“There is no one solution 
to this: it’s multi-pronged,” 
Smedberg said. “We have to 
have consistency across the 
four zones with consistent 
start and end times. That in-
cludes the residential zones. 
There are a lot of things hap-
pening. We have to make it 
multi-modal.” 

Canek Aguirre said he 
would pursue forward-look-
ing solutions to the parking 
dilemma.

“We need to be investing 
in data-driven technology 
and innovation,” Aguirre said. 
“Boston just finished a park-

ing program where they used 
dynamic parking meters and 
two specific neighborhoods 
where they had high conges-
tion and difficulty parking and 
guess what? They had results. 
We need to take a look at that.”

Chapman proposed turn-
ing parts of Old Town into res-
ident-only parking areas.

“I may be a lone wolf on 
this but one of the things that 
I recently experienced in Ar-
lington was the push that resi-
dent-only parking blocks gives 
you,” Chapman said. “I found 
that I could not park in one of 
the neighborhoods and was 
forced to park in a parking lot. 
I think that’s something that 
does work.” 

Old Town resident Chris 
Hubbard, an architect, said 
parking is not a one-size fits 
all issue.

“First off, there’s two is-
sues here,” Hubbard said. 
“One is the parking manage-
ment. And you have to look at 
different areas. Old Town and 
Del Ray are different and the 
West End is completely differ-

ent. …[It’s] automobile depen-
dent. We need parking there 
for retail and for commerce. 
But over in Old Town, when 
the streets are full, there’s 
a mismanagement because 
the garages are not full. It’s a 
mismanagement of the street 
parking.”

There was widespread 
agreement among the candi-
dates that city hall should re-
main the seat of government 
in Old Town, but most also 
advocated for satellite offices 
to serve other parts of the city.

West End resident Amy 
Jackson said city hall needs to 
stay put.

“I am opposed to selling 
city hall,” Jackson said. “I grew 
up on the West End and I live 
there now. I agree with the sat-
ellite office aspect, because it 
takes a good half hour in traffic 
to get down here, and we know 
there’s traffic, but I do feel as a 
history teacher … I have a huge 
respect for our city hall and Old 
Town and to preserve the his-
toric aspect of that.”

Candidates were also asked 

whether or not they support-
ed the concept of dedicated 
funding in the city’s budget. 
Most expressed reservations 
about the practice, but also 
said there were circumstances 
where it was necessary, partic-
ularly for affordable housing.

Incumbent Councilor Wil-
lie Bailey, who proposed the 
restaurant meals tax hike es-
timated to raise $4.75 million 
annually that will be dedicat-
ed to affordable housing in the 
budget, reaffirmed his support 
for the initiative.

“This is basically a philo-
sophical disagreement,” Bai-
ley said. “ … I personally be-
lieve that dedicated funding 
for certain things, obviously, 
workforce housing, the most 
basic need of a human being, 
this is not just something we 
should do – this is a patriotic 
duty of ours. Set asides … just 
like we made an ordinance, we 
can undo that ordinance.”

Seifeldein said that ded-
icating funding for some is-
sues has both a budgetary and 
moral aspect.

“It’s not [just] about mon-
ey, but money does help fix 
a lot of problems in times of 
stress,” Seifeldein said. “In 
certain circumstances, ded-
icated funding is needed on 
moral grounds … so I do sup-
port dedicated funding for af-
fordable housing.” 

Smedberg, meanwhile, re-
iterated his opposition to ded-
icated funding as a matter of 
principle.

“I do not believe in ded-
icated funding as a budget 
approach,” he said. “I believe 
it ties the hands of council 
when emergencies or other 
issues come up. If it is such a 
priority of the community and 
the council at that time, then 
it should be part of the base 
budget.”

The candidates also field-
ed questions about how to 
preserve and enhance Alex-
andria as an arts destination 
and how to ensure that people 
who appear before council and 
boards/commissions are treat-
ed with civility and respect.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
What has become of the Democratic Party, 

once the party of the common folk, but today 
increasingly in the thrall of its corporate wing? 
Today’s $100,000-plus annual income voter is 
more likely Democrat than Republican. By some 
measures, the middle class became a minority 
of the population during Barack Obama’s sec-
ond term, while in his first term Democrats im-
posed a health care law designed to enrich the 
insurance industry with government subsidies 
laundered through previously uninsured work-
ing class folk fined for not buying insurance.

And when Bernie Sanders tried to stop these 
trends, the entire heft of the Democratic party 
apparatus was turned against his candidacy. 
Only the trauma President Donald Trump brings 
to business-as-usual has opened enough politi-
cal space that a third of Democratic members of 
congress have now signed onto Medicare-for-all.

In Alexandria’s golden age, when Jim Moran 
and Patsy Ticer were mayors, the Democratic 
Party’s old spirit of serving the people, rather 
than the corporations, prevailed. The Demo-
cratic leadership thereafter though has steered 
toward a give-and-get corporatist model where 
developers have received generous zoning con-
cessions in exchange for comparatively trivial 
amenities. 

Today’s Democrats try to impose a cor-
poratist business improvement district that 
most small businesses bitterly oppose. Can 
anyone image Patsy Ticer treating a gather-
ing place on the rooftop of a pricey apartment 
tower as fulfilling an open space requirement 
– one that has typically been fulfilled by what 
common folk call a lawn?

Or pretending a roadway median strip is a 
park? Or calling a Beauregard small area plan, 
that green-lights a developer scheme to raze 
thousands of market-rate affordable units in 
exchange for guaranteeing a smaller number, 
an “increase” in affordable housing?

Those who wonder whether some Dem-
ocratic candidates for city office are really 
Democrats have forgotten what the Demo-
cratic Party stood for before the corporatists 
took it over. When Mayor Allison Silberberg 
insists that city hall belongs to the people, I 
doubt she means the corporate personhood 
kind the way some Democratic candidates, 
whether they admit it or not, do. Consistent-
ly they side with those corporate persons and 
brush aside the testimony, concerns and in-
terests of the human persons who come be-
fore city council.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Where have you gone Patsy Ticer?

Homelessness is the point where numerous other issues in-
tersect. Housing affordability, addiction, mental health prob-
lems and availability of social services and jobs are factors that 
can combine to land a person – or a family – on the streets.

In order to help the homeless, it’s imperative to understand 
who they are and what factors might have combined to leave the 
individual or family without shelter. That’s why the city’s annual 
point-in-time count, which is mandated by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development for any jurisdiction that re-
ceives federal funding for homeless services, is so important.

As detailed in today’s page one Times story, “Surveying 
Alexandria,” homelessness circa 2018 does not neatly fit the 
stereotype of the chronically homeless, addicted person sleep-
ing on a city grate. Certainly, addiction can still be a factor in 
homelessness, and given the surge in opioid addiction these 
past few years, may become more of one. Other types of mental 
illness can also be factors.

But the job and housing availability factors clearly play 
crucial roles in homelessness, though with housing, ironically, 
perhaps not in the way we might assume.

The largest single factor in determining homelessness is 
arguably the economy and availability of jobs. In 2011, when 
the country was still slowly shaking off the effects of the Great 
Recession, the unemployment rate in Virginia stood at 6.3 per-
cent – and a total of 416 people were counted in Alexandria’s 
point-in-time homeless survey. 

In this year’s point-in-time survey conducted in late Janu-
ary, 226 homeless people were counted in Alexandria, and Vir-
ginia’s unemployment rate in December 2017 had dropped to 
3.7 percent, according the U.S Department of Labor Statistics. 
So, a 41 percent decline in the jobless rate correlated with a 46 
percent drop in the city’s homeless population. 

That’s almost certainly not a coincidence.
But while homelessness tracked with job availability, the 

incidence of homelessness in Alexandria has surprisingly 
moved inversely to the supply of affordable housing. Our city 
has lost most of its housing stock that’s considered affordable 
since the early 2000s, dwindling from around 19,000 units to 
about 2,000 units. 

This supply has most definitely continued to drop during 
these past seven years – in fact most observers think the de-
cline has accelerated. And yet the homeless population has 
been almost cut in half.

What gives?
In one way, this inverse equation makes sense: housing 

has become more expensive in Alexandria as the economy has 
heated up, and job availability appears to be the more signifi-
cant factor in reducing homelessness. 

Another educated guess is that as housing costs in Alexan-
dria have climbed higher, people who have received homeless 
services are leaving the city when they are ready to transition 
to homes of their own. Then, if they subsequently move back 
and forth between receiving government-funded housing as-
sistance and paying their own rent, they are doing so in oth-
er localities. A comparison of Alexandria’s point-in-time data 
with that in localities with lower housing costs might illumi-
nate this factor.

Off these mean streets
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Anyone who has ever 
watched a police procedur-
al will recognize this scene: 
a hardscrabble homicide 
detective with a 
harsh Bronx accent 
sits in a cramped 
office across the 
table from a green, 
visibly nervous 
prosecutor. The 
two are discussing 
which charges to 
bring in a homicide 
case, and the older detective 
is vehemently disagreeing 
with the lawyer’s position. 

“This is murder one! 
Murder two at least!” grum-
bles the gumshoe.

“I’m sorry, Riggs, the ev-
idence only supports man-
slaughter,” the attorney 
says, lowering his gaze as he 
speaks.

“You’ve got to be kidding 
me, you spineless jellyfish,” 
fumes the detective as he 
rises from his chair and 
storms out of the office. 

While this scene may 
strike a familiar chord with 
the reader, what is likely un-
familiar is the legal analysis 
behind such charging deci-
sions. What are the actual 
elements of a murder indict-
ment? When is manslaugh-
ter the appropriate charge? 
This article seeks to briefly 
explain the five levels of ho-
micide provided for by the 
Code of Virginia. 

The charging analysis 
begins with a presumption: 
in Virginia, the intentional, 
unlawful killing of a person 
is presumed to have been 
committed maliciously and 
is therefore classified as 
murder in the second de-
gree. The presence of certain 
aggravating or mitigating 
circumstances determines 
whether the charge is ele-
vated to a more serious form 

of murder, or reduced to 
manslaughter. 

There is no need for the 
prosecution to prove a spe-

cific intent to kill 
in order to secure a 
conviction for sec-
ond-degree murder. 
All that is needed is 
proof that the de-
fendant committed 
an intentional act, 
that he did so mali-
ciously, and that the 

act resulted in death. Malice 
is defined as “the intention-
al doing of a wrongful act 
without legal justification,” 
and may be inferred from 
the knowing use of a deadly 
weapon. 

The charge may be ele-
vated to first-degree murder 
if the evidence establishes 
that the crime was “will-
ful, deliberate and premed-
itated.” Put another way, 
first-degree murder requires 
proof of a specific intent to 
kill. However, premeditation 
does not necessarily mean 
planning out a murder for 
weeks in advance; indeed, a 
jury is specifically instruct-
ed that the intent to kill 
“need not exist for any par-
ticular length of time” for a 
first-degree murder convic-
tion to lie. 

Only certain heinous ho-
micides are punishable as 
capital murder, and these 
crimes are specifically de-
lineated by the code. There 
are 15 separate statutory 
triggers for capital murder, 
including the premeditated 
murder of a law-enforcement 
officer, a murder for hire or 
the murder of more than one 
person in a three-year peri-
od, a provision designed to 
punish serial killers.

The difference between 
murder and manslaughter is 
the presence of malice. Vol-

untary manslaughter is the 
intentional killing of anoth-
er person, but in the absence 
of malice. Voluntary man-
slaughter exists when a per-
son kills in the “sudden heat 
of passion upon reasonable 
provocation.” In Virginia, 
words alone, no matter how 
offensive or insulting, are 
never sufficient to reduce a 
murder to manslaughter. 

The textbook example of 
“heat of passion” is a per-
son returning home ear-
ly from work only to find 
their spouse in the arms of 
a paramour. Other examples 
may be found, such as a vic-
tim who engaged in mutual 
combat with the defendant 
prior to being killed. 

Involuntary manslaugh-
ter is the lowest grade of 
homicide, and it requires 
proof that the defendant 
unintentionally killed 
someone through negli-
gence so “gross, wanton, 
and culpable as to show a 
callous disregard of human 
life.” In certain circum-
stances, then, even a truly 
accidental killing may re-
sult in criminal liability. A 
drunk driver who causes a 
crash that kills an innocent 
victim did not intend to kill, 
but is guilty of causing a 
death by driving in a crimi-
nally negligent manner.

Capital murder is pun-
ishable by life in prison, or a 
death sentence. First-degree 
murder carries a penalty of 
20 years in prison to life, and 
the range for second-degree 
murder is five to 40 years to 
serve. Both grades of man-
slaughter carry the same 
maximum statutory penalty: 
10 years to serve in prison. 

The writer is the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

for Alexandria.

The elements of a murder indictment

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

BRYAN PORTER

To the editor:
On May 12, the Alex-

andria City Council voted 
to confirm increasing the 
restaurant meal tax from 4 
percent to 5 percent, and in 
turn, to use the additional 
funds to buy and maintain 
more low-income housing.  
Emotions are running high. 
One city council member has 
stated that “all other issues 
in the city, from infrastruc-
ture to schools, [are] second-
ary to being able to afford a 
place to live in the city.”  

But providing housing 
has never been a traditional 
responsibility of local gov-
ernment.  Commonly agreed 
definitions of local govern-
ment responsibilities include 
maintaining roads, running 
schools, providing water and 
sewage, organizing fire and 
police services, establishing 
zoning regulations, licensing 
professions and holding elec-
tions.  

Managing housing for res-
idents is only a relatively re-
cently assumed responsibility 
of select local governments.  
As the Washingtonian mag-
azine recently reported, Fair-
fax County largely declines 
to operate public housing and 
manages less units of afford-
able housing than Alexan-
dria, despite having roughly 
seven times the population.

Advocates point to the 
rising housing costs in Al-
exandria as justification for 
increasing amounts of af-
fordable housing. This might 
be a valid argument if Al-
exandria was an individual 
community with few near-
by options for housing.  For 
example, relatively isolated 
Aspen, Colorado found it-
self in this situation in the 
1980s when individuals who 
worked in the town had few 
options to afford local hous-
ing. But Alexandria is not 
mountainous Aspen. Alexan-

dria is surrounded by a large 
metropolitan area with many 
opportunities for housing at 
differing price points.

Still, additional invest-
ment in affordable housing 
for Alexandria might be ap-
propriate if all other high-
er priority needs had been 
addressed and the city was 
confronted with a budget 
surplus. But that’s far from 
the case. As we often hear, 
our schools are in dire need 
of capital reinvestment, and 
four of 16 of our schools con-
sistently fail to achieve the 
most basic state accredita-
tion.    

Alexandria’s municipal 
debt continues to grow and 
servicing that debt claims an 
ever-increasing share of the 
city’s budget, in 2018 repre-
senting around 6.6 percent 
of the city’s budget. Perhaps 
most ominously, the recent 
openings of new nearby glit-
tering waterfront retail areas 
at the D.C. Wharf and the 
MGM National Harbor pose 
an existential threat to the 
retail restaurants and shops 
of Alexandria, key contribu-
tors to the city’s annual rev-
enue. 

So how does our wise city 
council plan to meet this re-
cent challenge? By raising 
the meals tax, making our 
restaurants even less attrac-
tive to visitors, potential-
ly driving them to DC and 
Maryland.  

Contrary to what some 
might believe, providing af-
fordable housing should not 
be the highest city priority. 
Instead, satisfying resident 
needs for local government 
services and ensuring the 
long-term economic viability 
of the city must always come 
first.  An increased meal tax 
for affordable housing meets 
none of those criteria.

-Tom Spoehr,
Alexandria

Affordable housing should 
not be local priority
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To the editor:
On April 16, the Demo-

crats for a Better Alexan-
dria announced their slate 
for mayor and city council. 
They endorsed incumbent 
mayor Allison Silberberg 
for mayor, and Canek Agu-
irre, John Chapman, Matt 
Feely, Del Pepper, Robert 
Ray and Mo Seifeldein for 
council. On May 8, Alex-
andrians for a Better City 
Government also endorsed 
Silberberg for mayor along 
with Ray, Feely and Seif-
eldein for council. These 
two organizations have 
now given the citizens sev-
eral slates from which to 
choose from in the Demo-
cratic Primary election on 
June 12.  

After studying the 
aforementioned lists, I 
have decided to publish 
a list of candidates who 
should not be voted for 
in the upcoming primary. 
First and foremost, I would 
not recommend Vice May-
or Justin Wilson to become 
our new mayor. From his 
very first day as vice may-
or, he has acted in an ob-
structive manner toward 
Silberberg by doing every-
thing possible to overturn 
all initiatives proposed or 
supported by her. 

In addition, he has 
successfully recruited the 
other five council mem-
bers to vote with him 
and against the mayor 
on almost every import-
ant issue coming before 
council, thus resulting in 
a large number of 6-to-1 
votes. Ironically, the may-
or’s votes have generally 
reflected the overwhelm-
ing desires of the majority 
of citizens within the Al-
exandria community. 

On the other hand, Wil-
son runs counter to citizen 
desires; he favors extreme-
ly dense development, 
takes contributions from a 

number of individuals who 
do business before the city 
and he will continue to 
support higher taxes as he 
did with his 5.7-cent (per 
$100 assessed property) 
tax raise that he vigorous-
ly pushed into the 2018 Al-
exandria budget. Since he 
has managed to persuade 
the other members of the 
current city council to vote 
with him on almost every 
issue, I would not recom-
mend any of the incum-
bent city council members 
running to retain their 
seats.  

I would also not recom-
mend two other candidates 
running for city council 
seats. The first is Robert 
Ray, who has stated that 
“most Alexandrians would 
hope the sheriff would lean 
toward more liberal policies 
regarding undocumented 
members of our communi-
ty,” which aligns him with 
those who are seeking to 
have a sanctuary city. Ray 
needs to leave the sheriff 
alone, so that he can per-
form his job in accordance 
with current laws. 

The second candidate 
whom I do not recommend 
is Dak Hardwick, who has 
over the years aligned 
himself with the pro-de-
veloper faction, and who is 
essentially a clone of Wil-
son.

When six of the candi-
dates are eliminated from 
the list of 12 running, a 
list containing six via-
ble individuals remains. I 
hope to see them elected, 
and I hope that they will 
serve the city well. We de-
serve a city council that 
works on behalf of the citi-
zens, and that performs in 
a manner free from spite 
and obstructive behavior. 
Vote smartly, Alexandria.  

 -Townsend A. 
“Van” Van Fleet,

Alexandria

Who not to vote for

To the editor:
What our current city 

council did by making the 
meals tax the highest in the 
region was make Alexandria 
marginally more costly for res-
ident and visitor alike. More to 
the point: It’s the wrong solu-
tion to redress the problem of 
affordable housing. 

Many who work in Alex-
andria already live in distant 
suburbs and endure long com-
mutes simply to reside in a 
home they can afford. Making 
Alexandria a more expensive 
place to live will not enable 
these commuters to move 
here; it will create additional 
commuters, not fewer. 

Making Alexandria more 
costly also frustrates oth-
er job-creating businesses 

from locating here. For a city 
that can’t stop spending, this 
means property taxes will 
perforce increase indefinitely, 
making home ownership more 
expensive and, therefore, af-
fordable housing even less 
available.

One day we’ll elect to our 
city council individuals who 
know how to make mon-
ey – not just spend it. To my 
knowledge, not a single cur-
rent council member and – 
with the exception of council 
candidates Robert Ray, Mo 
Seifeldein, Matt Feely, Chris 
Hubbard and Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker – no one has ever 
started a company, met a pay-
roll or struggled day in and day 
out to ensure that revenues 
exceed expenses. Nor have 

they been required to com-
ply with federal, state or local 
regulations affecting revenue 
creation, the source of tax re-
mittances. 

It’s hard to prosper in the 
private sector, especially for 
restaurant owners. Alexan-
dria’s higher meals tax will 
aggravate their difficulty to 
be profitable. It will also ex-
acerbate, not alleviate, the 
need for ever more affordable 
housing.  The answer is not 
more tax; it’s more revenue. 
Re-electing Mayor Allison 
Silberberg and giving her six 
new city council members –in 
particular, Ray, Seifeldein and 
Feely – will be a good start to-
ward that end. 

-Jimm Roberts,
Alexandria

To the editor:
Sure, nobody likes a tax 

increase, but I’m really, real-
ly glad Councilor Willie Bai-
ley pressed elected officials 
to act on affordable hous-
ing. The additional 1 cent tax 
on meals is far easier to swal-
low than last year’s 5.7 cents 
tacked onto the real estate 
tax rate, and this year’s 3.4 
percent increased residential 
property values – meaning 
taxpayers are paying a whop-
ping 8.7 percent more than in 
2016.

What a facetious argu-
ment against the meals tax 
to say that it’s a burden on 
low-income people. As one 
who is well acquainted with 

Alexandria residents well 
below the city’s average and 
median income levels, I can 
say that low income people 
seldom eat out, and when 
they do, it’s usually casual 
or fast food with a coupon so 
that extra 1 cent per dollar 
doesn’t add up to much on the 
cash register receipt.  

Too many opportunities to 
preserve, build or designate 
affordable housing units have 
passed by city council during 
the past 15 years because 
our city didn’t have funds 
available to invest. Time and 
again, amid the whimpering 
and hand-wringing by elected 
officials, we’ve missed out on 
reasonable, productive pro-

posals requiring investments 
by developers, nonprofits and 
our city.

We’ve heard only talk from 
councilors  – usually around 
campaign time – and now it’s 
time to see their commitment 
to “walk the walk” for afford-
able housing at every oppor-
tunity, across our city.

For those deeply con-
cerned about the effect of 
the 1-cent sales tax increase 
on Alexandria’s restaurants, 
perhaps they should speak 
with the kitchen workers and 
servers to determine how and 
where they house their fami-
lies.

-Maria Wildes,
Alexandria

Needed: councilors who can 
make, not just spend, money

Restaurant workers need affordable housing

The significant decline in 
Alexandria’s homeless popu-
lation is also a feather in the 
cap of our city’s social services 
providers and nonprofit hous-
ing organizations like Carpen-
ter’s Shelter and Community 

Lodgings. These point-in-time 
surveys have helped identify 
who is homeless and enabled 
services to be tailored to better 
and more quickly help those 
who lack housing.

Two additional conclusions 
from this data: First, signifi-
cant progress has clearly been 

made in helping the homeless 
in Alexandria these past seven 
years. 

And second, despite the 
seeming contradiction from 
this data, in order to weather 
the next economic downturn, 
we need more low-cost hous-
ing – not less.

OUR VIEW FROM | 34
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Last Week
Do you agree with the plan to change the 
name of Route 1 in Alexandria from "Jefferson 
Davis Highway" to "Richmond Highway?"

42% – No, it should remain Jefferson Davis 
Highway
40% – Yes
18% – Yes, the name needs to change, but I 
don't like Jefferson Davis Highway

This Week 
Have you attended or do you plan to attend any 
of the mayoral or city council candidate debates 
and forums taking place around the city?

A) Yes, I plan to attend as many as possible
B) Yes, I plan to attend a mayoral debate only
C) Yes, I plan to attend a council candidate debate 
only
D) No

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com
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Alexandria’s new market 
house and town hall structure 
on North Royal Street was a 
vast improvement over the 
earlier buildings across the 
market place at North Fairfax 
and Cameron streets when it 
opened in 1817. The structure 
included space for the Alexan-
dria Library, the clerk of the 
Circuit Court for the District of 
Columbia — which at the time 
included Alexandria — and a 
room with meeting space for 
the local Masonic Lodge. 

After 1827, a space was 
designated for town council 
meetings. The third floor was 
occupied by the Alexandria 
Museum, which was devel-
oped by local historian Major 
Mountford. The lodge and 
museum rooms were the site 
of a lavish reception to hon-
or the Marquis de Lafayette 
during his month-long visit to 
Alexandria in 1824. 

The east side of the build-
ing, as seen extending across 
this pre-1871 view facing the 
market place, was occupied 
by a two-story porch and the 
stalls of 23 butchers who plied 
their cutlery skills within the 
enclosures before cuts of meat 
were presented for sale within 
the nearby square. There were 
also a number of benches under 
the shaded portico to provide a 
cool place of respite for those 
from the Virginia hinterlands 
who had traveled to Alexandria 

to sell their produce and wares. 
In the background of the draw-
ing can be seen the dormer and 
roof of Gadsby’s Tavern, and in 
the foreground is the cupola of 
the Hydralion Fire Company, 
which contained an active fire 
bell.

During the mid-19th cen-
tury, the frontage along Cam-
eron Street was still occupied 
by the original market house 
building, which was built in 
1785. However, by the time the 
Civil War had ended, it was in 
deplorable condition. When 
the roof was repaired in 1869, 
the local newspaper at the 
time complained bitterly that 
the old building was in such 
poor condition that the only 
proper remedy was to pull it 
down completely and rebuild, 
lest guests at the nearby Man-

sion House Hotel need to call 
for “something” to revive 
them after looking out their 
guest room windows. 

In response to the ensu-
ing public outcry about the 
market building conditions, 
plans were drawn up by lo-
cal architect Benjamin Price 
to renovate and rebuild the 
market house to fit in with 
the 1817 town hall and ex-
tend eastward along Camer-
on Street. This project began 
later that year and was largely 
complete by 1871, when plans 
were discussed to add a new 
courthouse to the complex. 
This new structure would also 
include a new police station, 
public hall and fireproof re-
cords room, a necessity lack-
ing in the existing town hall 
building. But despite the best 

of intentions, the plans were 
too late to avert a municipal 
tragedy.

The fire at the town hall 
began in the early morning 
hours of May 19, 1871. A twice 
hourly check on the structure 
by Alexandria police officers 
noted no suspicious activity at 
midnight, but a check 30 min-
utes later encountered smoke 
emanating from the building. 
A call was put out to the fire 
company nearby, which re-
sponded almost immediately.    

But within minutes the 
smoke intensified and soon 
the building was engulfed in 
furious flames licking out from 
the windows and ascending 
up the tall clock tower front-
ing Royal Street. Suddenly, 
Benjamin Latrobe’s magnifi-
cent steeple twisted and col-
lapsed, which spread the fire 
deeper within the structure 
until the building and nearby 
structures were a total loss. 
City fathers, stunned by the 
event for which no cause was 
ever clearly determined, acted 
within days to develop a new 
building plan for the munici-
pality. For the first time, they 
decided that public municipal 
services would be coordinated 
within a modern, fire-proof 
building.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office 

of  Historic Alexandria.

A devastating fire brings sweeping changes

COURTESY IMAGE
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Weekly Words

40. Marlowe title doctor
42. Cabal
43. Turkey part
45. Cheap
47. Thing awarded to a thespian
48. From the mouth
49. This puzzle's theme
50. Go one better than
51. Move stealthily
53. Carved tribal pole
57. Sketches
58. Belief system component
59. Galloped
60. Made guarantees
62. It's convertible into currency
63. D.C. pro
65. Play a banjo
67. Math figs.
68. Faked being trapped in a box
69. Tart blackthorn fruit
70. English farewell
73. Where dishes are listed
74. Canape spread
75. Pending attachment?
76. Burn stuff?

78. Weed of the '60s
80. Test version
84. Whole yards amount?
86. "Beat it"
87. 121-Across, by another name
88. Name after a double negative
90. Poison of spy films
91. Sneaker part with treads
95. Moistens via nature
97. Canine container
99. Start to "chutist"
100. Chopin composition
101. Ohio city
102. Preliminary poker payments
104. "How soothing!"
105. Insignificant jot
107. Chops potatoes finely
108. Oxford doctorate, briefly
109. Formal music production
110. Alter again
112. "___ as directed"
113. Aussie greeting
116. 6-Down ender, sometimes
117. Huge primate

FOUR SCORES By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Story ending morally
5. Super lightweight boxer?
8. Curative spring
11. Superman's logo
14. Gridiron infraction signaler
18. Persia, now
19. Not be mistake-free
20. Couple million pounds
22. Frilly material
23. Treatment for babies
26. Pinto or Mustang
27. Prepare to let wine flow
28. Three lines that rhyme
29. Like many professors
31. Dictation expert
32. Type of inserted pin
33. Song to a lover
34. Downhill assister
36. ___ Lanka
37. Take care of, as a wound
38. Travel caller
41. Hindu noble
44. Stuff with food
46. Timber decay
50. Like bulldogs
52. Chapeau
54. Substantive rock
55. Smells of London
56. Not a whit
58. Easternmost of the Lesser Sundas
60. Shepard of Mercury
61. Deputized group

62. Wood finisher
64. Grad's cap attachment
66. Heston epic (with "The")
69. Drunken state
71. Temporary period
72. Rears
76. Shakespeare's "sadly"
77. Billboards, e.g.
79. Scot's 52-Across
80. Place for folded clothes
81. One juiced at the bar?
82. One paid to score
83. Apartments in need of repair
85. Hoped-for hereafter
89. Bowed in a symphony?
92. Better text
93. Scheduled to arrive
94. Caftan donners
96. "Gross, dude!"
98. Kindergarten timeout
100. Does some doctoring
103. Words that cause relaxing
106. Extreme passion
111. Fitted to join a mortise
112. Detach, in a way
113. Old name for the flu
114. "Render ___ Caesar ..."
115. Causes of much temple rubbing
118. Fizzles out, as a battery
119. Imitate a songbird
120. Tax season expert, briefly
121. Belfast's locale
122. Lack of pressure

123. Record-setting suffix
124. Sea delicacy
125. U.S. anthem writer
126. Barbecue side

DOWN
1.New Testament book
2. "___ you the shy one?"
3. Tilting weapon
4. Words before a happy note?
5. Brew coffee, maybe
6. Online address letters
7. Prefix with plasm
8. Some women's wear
9. Lobster weapons
10. Algiers locale
11. Airport listing, for short
12. Classifier
13. Appeared villainous?
14. Pretentious
15. Dern on film
16. Emulated 15-Down
17. Crystal-lined stone
21. Halloween mo.
24. Winged god of love
25. Doc for the four-legged
30. Get "warm"
32. "Bye bye" somewhere
33. Boiling byproduct
35. Mr. Kristofferson
38. Change decorations
39. "The Dukes of Hazzard" spinoff

DEATH NOTICES
WILLIAM A. ALLEN, of Alexandria, May 8, 2018
ALYSHA J. BATTLE (20), of Alexandria, May 4, 2018
ANNE “DESS” BICKERSTAFF (74), formerly of 
Alexandria, May 11, 2018
CYNTHIA G. BRYANT (54), of Alexandria, April 2, 2018
ALBERT ENGELKEN (79), of Alexandria, May 9, 2018
REATHEA E. HOLMES (81), formerly of Alexandria,  
April 6, 2018
SUSAN K. LINDEBLAD (66), of Alexandria,  
May 10, 2018
WILLIAM A. MAMBERT (62), of Alexandria,  
May 12, 2018
EDITH C. PEARSON (93), of Alexandria,  
March 25, 2018
JOSEPH V. RICCOBONO (77) of Alexandria,  
May 6, 2018
MAX A. STOLPHER (93), of Alexandria, April 12, 2018
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AUCTIONS
HOME, 21-ACRE FARM & 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 
AUCTION MAY 26, 2018 
at 10:30 AM. 291 Battle 
Field Drive, Independence, 
VA 24348. Home, Barn, 
Tractors, Misc Equipment, 
Furniture & More! www.
colonelmitchellfunkauctions.
com 276-233-3238 VAAF#280 
NCAL#5530 

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training.  Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204-4130

HEALTH AND BEAUTY
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD 
THINNER XARELTO and 
suffered internal bleeding, 
hemorrhaging, required 
hospitalization or a loved 
one died while taking Xarelto 
between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727. 

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$700-$1200 a week! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for 
CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 
877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill‐ Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N

SERVICES
VIVANCOS TRIM   
703-499-2045
Stairs and banisters repairs 
and installations
10% off, free estimates
www.vivancocontractors.com 

DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Español. BBB 
Member.

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com 

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID 
NUMBER 180501

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City 
Public Schools is seeking 
bids from qualified bidders 
for the provision of roof 
replacement at Mount Vernon 
Community School located 
at 2601 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22305. 
The work includes all labor, 

materials, and equipment for 
the roof replacement.

A non-mandatory pre-bid 
conference will be held on May 
15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. at ACPS 
Central Office, located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA  
22314. The pre-bid conference 
will take place in the 6th floor 
conference room 610-2, with a 
site visit following. 

All questions must be 
submitted via email with the 
notation, “ITB NO. 180501 
MV Roof GC”, on or before 
3:00 p.m. on May 22, 2018. If 
necessary, an addendum will be 
issued and posted to the ACPS 
Vendor Self Service site.  

Using the Internet Explorer 
browser, electronic bids 
will be submitted in ACPS’ 
Vendor Self-Service (VSS) on 
or before 3:00 p.m. on June 1, 
2018. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the system 
time stamp in the Vendor 
Self-Service.  Any bids received 
after that date and time shall 
not be considered. MAILED 
OR HAND-DELIVERED 
PAPER BIDS SHALL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 

Offerors submitting electronic 
bids in Vendor Self- Service 
should also send (1) original 
response on a USB flash-
drive, labeled as “ITB 180501, 
MV Roof GC” on or before 
3:00 p.m. on June 1, 2018 to 
Financial Services Department/
Procurement Office, 1340 
Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia.

ITB documents may be obtained 
at the above Procurement 
Office website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. 
Registration on the Vendor 
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is 
required.

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Classifieds

Don't miss your chance to advertise in these  
upcoming issues: 

SECURE YOUR SPOT! Call sales at  703-739-0001 now

5/31
Voter Guide

Camp Directory 

7/19 
Senior Living Support us by supporting them! 

Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we  

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

DONNA CRAMER
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

there when it counts

FOR SALE
1931 N. Cleveland Street #610

Updated one-bedroom with refinished wood floors, kitchen 
with maple cabinets, white appliances, renovated tile bath, 
balcony, storage and assigned parking in a private parking 
lot. Laundry room on each floor of building. Close to both 
Clarendon and Courthouse metros. Great location to 
restaurants and shopping. Easy access to I-66 and George 
Washington Parkway. $247,500

Updated Cleveland House Condo

Join the McEnearney + Lucky Dog 
Facebook Challenge

For the months of May and June, we are proud to 
partner with Lucky Dog Animal Rescue League to raise 

awareness for National Pet Month. 

For every new Facebook Like, McEnearney will donate $2 to 

Lucky Dog Animal Rescue! Every dollar donated will provide 

a lifesaving meal to one of these dogs and cats. Last year 

alone, Lucky Dog saved 1,795 animals.

Like our page at facebook.com/McEnearney  
and please share on your facebook page.


