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The Alexandria Times Voter Guide
gives you everything you need to
make an informed choice in the
Alexandria Democratic primary
on June 12. This guide includes
questionnaires and a Q&A from
both mayoral candidates and all 12
Democratic city council candidates.
Their responses have been edited
for length and clarity. See page 40
for Times endorsements.
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Mayoral Candidate

Allison Silberberg

Age: 55
Job title or profession:
Mayor of Alexandria
Mayor Allison Silberberg was
sworn into office in January
2016. She served as vice
mayor of the Alexandria City
Council from 2012 to 2015.
A writer and lifelong advocate
for social justice issues, she
is the author of “Visionaries
In Our Midst: Ordinary People
who are Changing our World,”
which profiles individuals who
are making a difference in
our country. Allison has more
than 25 years of experience
in community leadership and
public service.

on
Vote 2
1
June

What specific steps would
you take to address school
capacity?
We are now working more
closely with the school board
and the superintendent to find
more capacity, exploring all
options to address overcrowding, including consideration
of creating different learning
academies and adding more
“pre-fabs” as we have done
at Charles Barrett. As far as
a second high school, I would
like us first to explore expansion of Minnie Howard.
What should the mayor’s role
be in the community?
Being mayor is a full-time job,
and I am honored to serve. The
mayor sets the tone for the city
and represents the city locally,
regionally and nationally. It
is crucial for the mayor to be
present and actively involved
on a daily basis for the sake of
our residents, businesses, city
staff and visitors.
One year from the date you’re

sworn in, what project or
major goal do you want completed?
I would like to have in place
a small business vision plan
to help our small businesses
compete in today’s competitive and changing environment.
What specific steps will you
take to increase the supply
of affordable housing and
roughly how many units per
year would your approach
generate?
Given that Alexandria has lost
90 percent of its market-rate
affordable housing stock since
2000, I am fully committed to
increasing the dedicated funding for the Affordable Housing
Fund, to partnering with more
nonprofit developers and to
pushing for more contributions
from residential developers to
add more affordable housing
units.
Although I proposed alternatives to the meals tax, one of

AMY JACKSON

which could have raised millions more dollars according to
conservative staff estimates,
my colleagues supported two
versions of the meals tax
increase, one of which would
go to dedicated funding for
the Affordable Housing Fund
and the other would not. The
latter also would eliminate the
existing dedicated funding. I
supported the option for dedicated funding.
I also offered that instead of
the meals tax increase, we
should request in the next
budget guidance that the city
manager find the $4.75 million
in the budget itself through
cuts, but this was not supported.
Due to the uncertainties of
construction costs, it is difficult to predict how many units
the $4.75 million generated by
the meals tax will finance.
If the city received an extra
$1 million grant to be spent
on anything, what one bud-

for Alexandria
City Council

get item would you prioritize?
I would give the $1 million
to the Alexandria City Public
Schools to be earmarked as a
bonus to our teachers.
What item or items of $1
million or more could be cut
from the budget to provide
tax relief to residents?
I would cut back on the use of
consultants.
How do you intend to balance
recruiting/retaining commercial development with
livability concerns?
While we need to increase
commercial development, I believe we must pursue thoughtful, appropriate development
that fits in, is to scale and
protects our neighborhoods
and quality of life. We must
listen to the concerns of the
residents and civic associations, ensure protection of
our environment, support
SEE GUIDE
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transit as well as sufficient
parking and push for more
ground-level open space and
tree canopy.
What are three of your biggest accomplishments in
your term as mayor?
As mayor, I have been moving our city forward on a host
of issues, including:
Finally enacting a plan to address the sewer outfalls after
two decades of discussion
and decades of polluting our
Potomac River and waterways;
Approving two new schools in
one year – a first for Alexandria;
Initiating and drafting the
Statement on Inclusiveness.
What are the biggest
strengths and weaknesses
of your opponent?
My opponent’s biggest
strength is his commitment
to his family.
My opponent’s biggest
weakness is his temperament at times when he is not
measured and careful with
his words.
Why should residents re-

elect you instead of elevating Vice Mayor Justin Wilson to the mayor’s chair?
As mayor, I have accomplished a great deal in just
over two years. I am proud
that we have tackled problems together. I have been
moving our city forward on a
host of issues, including the
sewer outfalls, infrastructure
and schools. I ask for the
public to please re-elect me
so that we can keep moving
forward together. I am fighting for a livable Alexandria. If
re-elected, I will continue to
fight to protect our neighborhoods and quality of life,
will continue to listen to the
public and make city hall far
more transparent and accessible, will continue to support
dedicated funding for the
Affordable Housing Fund and
will continue to push to reinstate the dedicated funding
for the Open Space Fund.
Please list endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Alexandrians for Better City
Government
- Democrats for a Better
Alexandria

Mayoral Candidate

Justin Wilson

Age: 39
Job title or profession:
Senior director, Amtrak/vice
mayor
On council, I have focused
on ensuring the success of
our children, improving our
infrastructure and diversifying our economy. During
this most recent term, I have
represented the council on
the City-Schools Subcommittee, the ARHA Redevelopment
Committee, the Potomac
Yard Metro Implementation
Group, the Audit Committee
and more. I have been with
Amtrak for more than 11
years and now lead IT Supplier Management. My wife and
I live with our two children in
Del Ray.

Family Medicine.

Board-Certified, Personalized,
and Whenever You Need It.

Good luck to all
the candidates!

Our Concierge Practice offers:
House Calls • One fee for unlimited visits
Never pay a co-pay • Doctor's direct cell phone and email
www.belleviewmedical.com

113 S West St #204, Alexandria, VA
(703) 348-5603

What specific steps would
you take to address school
capacity?
I was proud to build a coalition
on city council for historic new
investments in our school
facilities, including expanded
capacity and maintenance
investment at every level. It is
now our obligation to efficiently use those resources to
address capacity challenges at
the elementary, middle school
and high school level.
What should the mayor’s role
be in the community?
The mayor should be visible
and accessible in the community and work to build
coalitions on city council to
advance policy that improves
our quality of life.
One year from the date you’re
sworn in, what project or
major goal do you want completed?
With stagnant revenue growth
and threats from Washington, I believe the city’s most
urgent task must be to adopt
an emergency action plan to
retool our city’s economy. This
plan should include fiscal measures, land-use initiatives and
economic development tools.

What specific steps will you
take to increase the supply
of affordable housing and
roughly how many units per
year would your approach
generate?
I have supported financial resources to ensure that the city
can play its role in the creation
and preservation of affordable
housing, but the city’s land-use
authority is the most effective
tool we have to create committed affordable housing. As
mayor, I would work to address
all of the factors that the city
controls that contribute to
housing affordability. This
includes parking policy, density
bonus provisions, voluntary
developer contributions,
accessory dwelling units and
a comprehensive review of our
voluntary developer proffers
to assess their impact on
affordability.
Leveraging our land-use tools
with city money can ensure the

city meets its 200-unit annual
housing master plan commitment.
If the city received an extra
$1 million grant to be spent
on anything, what one budget
item would you prioritize?
Clear the waiting list of
low-income children waiting
for pre-school to ensure that
all children start school ready
to learn.
What item or items of $1
million or more could be cut
from the budget to provide
tax relief to residents?
In every budget I have been
a part of, I have worked to
identify millions of dollars of
reductions to on-going city
spending. I believe opportunities remain for efficiencies
in many areas, but my focus
would be on efforts to advance
shared services between the
city and our schools.
How do you intend to balance
recruiting/retaining commercial development with
livability concerns?
Done properly, commercial development can be a powerful
contributor to improving quality
of life for our residents. By
bringing more jobs to our city,
we reduce commuting requirements, ease traffic congestion,
reduce strain on infrastructure
and ease the burden on our
residential taxpayers.
What are three of your
biggest accomplishments in
your term as vice mayor?
Reversed decades of underinvestment in our city’s infrastructure by advancing new
efforts to invest in our roads,
sewers, sidewalks and our
municipal facilities, including
our schools.
Revived the Potomac Yard
Metro project, the city’s largest
economic development initiative.
Initiated the city’s municipal
broadband program that will
finally bring competitive broadband services to our residents
and businesses.
SEE GUIDE
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What are the biggest
strengths and weaknesses of
your opponent?
This is a race about which leader is best equipped to ensure
Alexandria’s success long into
our future.

Canek Aguirre
Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents,
tourists, workers and shoppers?
If yes, why do you think it’s
adequate? If not, how would you
address the shortage?
We need to explore the use of
data, technology and innovation
to identify solutions to the issues
we are facing as a community, including parking. Earlier this year,
Boston completed a performance
pilot program utilizing sensor
technology and dynamic metered
pricing. In Chandler, Arizona,
officials are reexamining zoning
ordinances to accommodate
flexible building design that will
enable the conversion of parking
garages to multi-use residential
and retail space based on future
needs. Additionally, our parking
discussions should also address
enforcement practices, residential permit parking and ways to
improve affordable transportation
options.
As you are a first-time council
candidate, name a council
decision in the last three years
that you strongly support or
disapprove of and why?
I strongly supported redevelopment of the Ramsey Homes to
increase our affordable housing
stock and improve housing conditions for Alexandrians. Ramsey
Homes presents unacceptable
living conditions and health hazards to current residents. They
deserve better. From an economic standpoint, the new project
creates a self-sustaining development that provides much-needed
housing opportunities for low
and moderate-income families.
Given its proximity to Braddock
Metro and multiple bus lines, this
project also opens up access to
greater employment prospects
to additional residents who may
face transportation barriers.
If elected, what is one tangible

MAY 31, 2018 | 19
Why should residents elect you
instead of re-electing Mayor
Allison Silberberg?
As our vice mayor, I have worked
with residents and my colleagues to advance the cause
of children in our community,
invest in the basic infrastructure
that supports our services and

drives economic growth and
worked to diversify and retool
an economy that is lagging
behind our neighbors.
Please list endorsements you
wish to highlight.
www.justin.net has a full list of
endorsements.

Don’t miss a beat

Council Candidates
Stay in the loop on election coverage with AlexTimes.com!
goal you plan to achieve in your
term?
Many Alexandrians experience
work and childcare constraints,
in addition to language and transportation barriers. They are still a
part of this city and their voices
must be at the table. I would like
to examine the city’s outreach
models to increase resident
engagement and participation
across Alexandria.
What would be your first step in
addressing Alexandria’s affordable housing shortage?
We’ve lost more than 90 percent
of our affordable housing stock
since the year 2000. I support
increasing the meals tax by 1 percent and restoring the affordable
housing penny set-aside (which
is currently at 0.6 cent). We are
in a state of emergency when it
comes to housing opportunities.
The stated goals in the Housing
Master Plan will not be met. We
need to take action.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
As a city, we must do our best to
minimize the disruption to Old
Town residents and visitors by
securing additional funding from
Richmond to meet the deadline.
I support the Ad Hoc Combined
Sewer System Plan Stakeholder Group’s recommendations,
which take into consideration the
community impact, the historic
character of Old Town, an equitable sharing of costs, the economic opportunity to hire locally and
maintains the city’s commitment
to reducing our environmental
impact.
What needs to be done to more
fully engage Alexandria’s West
End residents in the life of our

We have collected all of our debate and forum coverage,
our candidate profiles, and other election-related stories
into one accessable tab on our website.

Make an informed voting decision this election season.

ALEXTIMES.COM/NEWS/ELECTION-2018

Age: 33
Job title or profession:
Community Relations
Canek Aguirre is a community
advocate and progressive
leader with a track record of
building coalitions to amplify
the voices that aren’t always
heard. He spent three years
serving students and families in Alexandria City Public
Schools, and currently works
to improve health outcomes
for Medicaid populations
throughout Northern Virginia.

city?
As a new homeowner west of
Quaker, I would like to see increased efforts to have meaningful conversations with West End
residents and business owners
on how they view their neighborhoods and their solutions to
our shared challenges. Additionally, we cannot always expect
residents to travel to city hall; we
must be willing to meet people
where they are. I would like to see
a West End Town Hall or even a
series of town halls where council
can consistently hear directly
from constituents.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Democrats for a Better
Alexandria
SEE GUIDE
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Willie F. Bailey Sr.

Washington Sailing Marina
Summer Sailing Camp Programs
Full day Sailing and Windsurfing camps
Week-long sessions beginning June 4 (Ages 8-15)
Summer fun along the Potomac River

Washington Sailing Marina • Alexandria, VA
WashingtonSailingSchool
For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com

Enjoy our
party platters!
Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria
Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria
• www.dishesofindia.com
703.660.6085
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

The most trusted name in Alexandria for your home comfort.
Fast turnaround on A/C replacements
Same day water heater replacement
Have a top floor that just won’t cool?
Or a basement that just won’t heat?
Talk to us about a ductless heat pump.
The widest range of products for your comfort
A/C • Heat Pumps • Boilers • Furnaces
Water Heaters • Oil/Gas/Electric • Humidifiers

703-819-5240

meow@tailshigh.org

703-549-5700 • www.tjfannon.com

President Truman said
“If you want a friend
in Washington, get a dog.”
He meant “get a cat!”

Tails High

Cat Rescue and Adoption
www.tailshigh.org

Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents, tourists, workers and
shoppers? If yes, why do you
think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the
shortage?
Parking is challenging in all
parts of Alexandria. So, we
have to be more creative when
it comes to transit-oriented development. To alleviate parking
challenges, I would consider
expanding DASH bus routes,
BRT systems and other public
transit options.
What vote during your current
term are you most proud of
and why?
I am most proud of my vote to
rename Cora Kelly Recreation
Center to the Leonard “Chick”
Armstrong Recreation Center. For more than 35 years,
Armstrong served as a youth
football and basketball coach
with the city’s Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities. He was more than
a coach – he spent countless
hours mentoring and counseling youth, including myself, to
get an education and avoid
drugs and other risky behaviors.
If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in
your term?
My highest priority on city
council has been to ensure
Alexandria has enough workforce housing for our residents.
We have lost a considerable
amount of workforce housing,
making it harder for average
Alexandrians like our seniors,
veterans, teachers, first
responders and other public
employees to live comfortably.
If elected for a second term, I

will continue our work to expand
Alexandria’s workforce housing
stock and strive to make Alexandria a place where everyone can
live, work and play.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
To help resolve the shortage of
decent and affordable workforce housing, I proposed raising the local restaurant meals
tax from 4 to 5 percent, creating
an estimated $4.75 million in
dedicated workforce housing
funding, which council recently passed within the FY2019
budget. This was a good first
step, but we need to secure
more dedicated funding to meet
the city’s 2013 Housing Master
Plan goal of creating 2,000 new
affordable units by 2025 – 200
units annually.
How can the city meet its outfalls deadline while preserving
quality of life for Old Town
residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
Updating the city’s four combined sewer outfalls is going to
be a very challenging process
and, unfortunately, the work will
be disruptive. During this time,
open and frequent communication with residents is vital. The
city and our partners will do our
best to engage with residents to
provide the most current information and lessen the potential
impact.
What needs to be done to
more fully engage Alexandria’s
West End residents in the life
of our city?
Council has to engage the
community and make city government more accessible in the
best way we can. In addition, we

Age: 53
Job title or profession:
Firefighter
Willie Bailey, Sr. is a lifelong
Alexandrian and an Army
veteran. He is also a 27-year
firefighter and currently a Fairfax County Battalion Chief. He
received the Alexandria Living
Legend Award for his work as
founder of Firefighters and
Friends to the Rescue, a nonprofit organization supporting
children.

need to better highlight ongoing
and future efforts to enhance
life on the West End from
Landmark Mall to the West End
Transit Way. I’m very supportive
of a West End Trolley to provide
residents with a new mode of
reliable transportation and support our West End businesses
in the same way we do for Old
Town.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
- Alexandria Fire Fighters, Local
2141
- Fairfax Professional Fire Fighters & Paramedics, Local 2068
Virginia Professional Firefighters
International Association of Fire
Fighters

Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
Is there enough parking in
Old Town and Del Ray for residents, tourists, workers and
shoppers? If yes, why do you
think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the
shortage?
Based on the parking feasibility study commissioned by
city council, there is enough
parking for visitors and

shoppers in Old Town and Del
Ray. However, the city must
continue efforts to expand
public transportation, as well
as other non-car transportation options. Where more
parking is necessary, the city
will need to be strategic in
adding options to both minimize traffic and the burden
on residents. In denser areas

like Old Town and Del Ray, the
city may need to add aboveground parking structures that
blend in aesthetically and are
well-placed for maximum utilization. All parking needs to be
well-signed and promoted so
that visitors know where easy
parking is available.
SEE GUIDE
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As you are a first-time
council candidate, name a
council decision in the last
three years that you strongly
support or disapprove of and
why?
I strongly support the decision
to increase the bonus density
for development projects from
20 percent to 30 percent in exchange for affordable housing.
This helps to incentivize and
maximize the production of
affordable housing at no financial cost to the city. However,
we have more work to do.
If elected, what is one tangible goal you plan to achieve
in your term?
One tangible goal is to expand
the city’s composting and recycling in a way that has a net
decrease on emissions. Additionally, I would like to help
the city be more aggressive in
meeting other Environmental
Action Plan goals, such as our
consumption of renewable
energy.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
We must examine our zoning
laws and determine ways we

can continue to add to the
supply of affordable housing. Allowing for micro-units
and multifamily housing,
and increasing height limits
in certain areas – so that
developers are fully able to
take advantage of the bonus
density program – are examples of potential opportunities
to help address our shortage.
We must also work with developers better to preserve and
expand affordable housing.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism experience for visitors?
The city will need to work with
Alexandria Renew to make
sure all stakeholders are
engaged in the process so
that the work is done in a way
that is least disruptive to Old
Town’s economy and residents.
We also have an opportunity
to turn the construction into a
destination itself – by engaging with the arts community we
can create artwork around it;
we can also turn it into a STEM
learning experience for students (with appropriate safety
precautions, of course).
What needs to be done to
more fully engage Alexandria’s West End residents in
the life of our city?
The redevelopment of Landmark Mall is critical. We must
also increase the frequency of
community events in the West
End. Additionally, the West
End is ripe for food halls and
incubators for consumer-focused retail. Such projects in
places like Portland, Oregon
were jump-started through a
commitment from city leadership to pursue small businesses looking for more affordable
leasing opportunities outside
urban centers and nurturing
new talent looking to test-drive
innovative ideas. This development could enhance the
vitality of the West End and be
a destination in its own right.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Councilman Tim Lovain
- Former Mayor Kerry Donley
- Former Delegate/Councilman
David Speck
- Greater Greater Washington
- Run for Something.

John Taylor Chapman
Is there enough parking in
Old Town and Del Ray for
residents, tourists, workers
and shoppers? If yes, why do
you think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the

shortage?
No, there is not enough parking
in Old Town and Del Ray. Alexandria’s traffic and parking challenges will require a comprehensive approach that engages the

residents and businesses of Old
Town and Del Ray in determining
the best solutions they want
to see. We need to continue
SEE GUIDE
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RE-ELECT

MAYOR ALLISON

SILBERBERG
“The People’s Mayor”
Fighting for a Livable
Alexandria
ENDORSED BY:

Democrats for a
Better Alexandria
• Alexandrians for Better
City Government
•

VOTE
JUNE
th

12

allisonsilberberg.com

Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

WILLIE BAILEY

for Alexandria City Council
Leadership ♣ Loyalty ♣ Passion
Priorities:
Affordable Workforce Housing
Schools and Youth Programs
Strategic Development &
Growing the Commercial
tax base
Public Safety

Paid for by friends of Willie Bailey
for Alexandria City Council

PHOTO BY KAREN ELLIOTT GREISDORF

Age: 32
Job title or profession:
Co-director of Together We
Bake
I help lead Together We
Bake, a nonprofit job training
program for women in need.
I founded a small business
that reduced food waste by
transforming “ugly” fruit into
healthy snacks. I am a former
Fulbright Fellow and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
Cornell University.
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leveraging innovative technologies and wayfinding strategies to
connect people to parking, better
use of current parking assets,
increasing investments in public
transit, supporting walkability and
safety through the expansion of
initiatives such as Vision Zero and
Complete Streets, and assessing
how our built environment can
better support ride sharing.
What vote during your current
term are you most proud of and
why?
I was most proud of the vote to
establish the city and schools
joint task force, which has worked
to better align city and school
infrastructure needs and opportunities with the limited resources
available. This group has also
pushed for both city and schools
to move forward on public-private
partnership opportunities, in
order to expand capacity.
If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in your
term?
Streamline permitting process for
small businesses through the improvement of an online one-stop
shop for permitting, licensing and
business tax payments, so business owners can spend less time
dealing with city hall and spend
more time focused on making
their business successful.
What would be your first step in
addressing Alexandria’s affordable housing shortage?
Ensuring we have equitable

Matthew "Matt" Feely

dedicated funding for the creation
and preservation of affordable
housing and that we appropriately
plan for our affordable housing
support in the city’s Capital Improvements Plan budget.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
The city needs to work with AlexRenew to ensure proper planning,
early notification of disruptions
to residents and businesses. The
city should conduct outreach to
civic associations and businesses, bringing remediation ideas to
them to get their input.
What needs to be done to more
fully engage Alexandria’s West
End residents in the life of our
city?
We need to establish municipal
service centers in the West End
that create a one-stop shop
for residents to connect with
city staff, apply for permits and
receive information on city programs and services.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Greater Greater Washington
- Democrats for a Better
Alexandria
- Former Mayor Kerry Donley
- Former Mayor Bill Euille
- Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
- State Senator Adam Ebbin
- Delegate Charniele Herring
- Former Councilman Ludwig
Gaines
- Former Delegate Rob Krupicka

Is there enough parking in
Old Town and Del Ray for
residents, tourists, workers
and shoppers? If yes, why do
you think it’s adequate? If
not, how would you address
the shortage?
No. Build more and ensure
awareness of location and
capacity.

Age: 36
Job title or profession:
Owner, Manumission Tour
Company; Community
Use Specialist, Fairfax
County Public Schools;
City Councilman, City of
Alexandria
John, a fourth-generation
Alexandrian, grew up in
Alexandria’s public housing, graduated from St.
Stephen’s and St. Agnes
School and returned to
Alexandria after college to
start a career in education,
currently working for Fairfax County Public Schools.
Recently, John founded
Manumission Tour Company, which focuses on
Alexandria African American history.

As you are a first-time
council candidate, name a
council decision in the last
three years that you strongly
support or disapprove of and
why?
Placing CAPs on parking will
help developers, but hurt
retailers and shops.
If elected, what is one
tangible goal you plan to
achieve in your term?
Re-engineer the budget
process to be disciplined and
transparent and to reflect
priorities. Programs must be
subject to periodic reviews by
a non-partisan board.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
The current council took
a baby step recently with

dedicated funding. The next
step is to ensure affordable
housing is a priority in the
normal budgeting process. I
would also change zoning to
accommodate and encourage
building affordable housing.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while
preserving quality of life
for Old Town residents and
the tourism experience for
visitors?
City leaders selected a
solution that promises to
“minimize disruptions during
construction” and “minimize
disruption during regular
operation and maintenance.”
The option selected promises
also to meet deadlines.
What needs to be done
to more fully engage
Alexandria’s West End
residents in the life of our
city?
West End residents
understandably feel they
have no voice in the affairs
of Alexandria. Three actions
can change this. First,
immediately, a council
member must devote him/
SEE GUIDE

Democrat for

Alexandria City Council

AMY JACKSON
Your Voice for Alexandria with a Leader who Listens
Our Inclusive Alexandria invests in our future:

PRIORITIES:

CHRIS
HUBBARD
for a Healthier,
Pedestrian-Friendly Alexandria

Living a Healthier
Lifestyle
Having a Schools-First
Mentality
Offering integrated
income housing

Paid for by Chris for Alexandria City Council

Our schools, public servants, our infrastructure, and our community.

REPRIORITIZE • REVITALIZE • RECOMMIT

Vote for Amy Jackson on June 12
Endorsed by Alexandria Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bryan Porter, and Former Candidate for VA Lieutenant Governor Gene Rossi
www.AmyJacksonVA.com | Authorized by Friends of Amy Jackson
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Dak Hardwick

FROM | 22

herself to represent the
West End. That member
must hold regular meetings
with residents to exchange
information and perspectives
and to be held to account.
I wish to be that council
member/representative.
Second, in the longer term,
the city must adopt a ward
system to ensure that
all areas of the city have
representation and can
hold their representative
accountable. Third, city hall
must establish a satellite
office easily accessible
to West End residents
where routine services are
available, saving trips to city
hall.
Please list the
endorsements you wish to
highlight.
-Democrats for a Better
Alexandria
-Alexandrians for Better City
Government

Job title or profession:
University lecturer
Calling Alexandria home
since 2006, Matt completed
naval service in 2013 and
embarked on a career that
has included teaching leadership, providing economic
analysis and advice to
Democratic candidates and
now running for city council.
A self-confessed hockey
fanatic, he looks forward to
the Caps winning the Stanley Cup.

Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents,
tourists, workers and shoppers?
If yes, why do you think it’s
adequate? If not, how would you
address the shortage?
The challenge with parking in
Old Town and Del Ray is not
necessarily more or less parking,
but better managing what we
currently have. In Old Town, my
focus would be on motorcoach
parking, ensuring we adequately
handle those vehicles and reduce
the impact on the neighborhood,
as well as smart parking strategies to manage traffic. In Del Ray,
my focus would be on enhancing
pedestrian access and safety.

was one of the highlights of my
board presidency.

As you are a first-time council
candidate, name a council
decision in the last three years
that you strongly support or
disapprove of and why?
When I was the board president
at New Hope Housing, we worked
closely with city council to functionally end veteran homelessness in 2015. That year, council
voted unanimously to lease a city
property to New Hope to house
homeless veterans. As a board,
we had worked on the project
hand-in-hand with the New Hope
staff and were proud to have
council support the decision. It

What would be your first step in
addressing Alexandria’s affordable housing shortage?
We need new and different
solutions for affordable housing
in Alexandria and must open
conversations about land trusts,
shared equity financing agreements, more density bonuses at
transit centers, mixed-income
communities with incentives, coops, building equity for long-time
residents and accessory dwelling
units. Bringing these innovative
solutions forward is essential in

If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in your
term?
There is no issue our city faces
more urgent than our school
capacity crisis. Putting forth
pragmatic, achievable solutions
that lead to expanded school capacity is something I’d be proud
to achieve on council. We can’t
solve the problem in one term,
but we can make a community
commitment and give parents the
confidence they need that there
will be room for their children in
our schools.

SEE GUIDE
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Age: 41
Job title or profession:
Assistant vice president,
international affairs,
Aerospace Industries
Association
A longtime civic leader,
Dak Hardwick has been
a proud member of the
Alexandria community for
almost 15 years. He has
held numerous leadership
positions, including serving
as president or chair of
several civic and political
organizations, focusing on
strengthening the community
and achieving results
through innovative, practical
solutions.
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WHERE CANDIDATES FALL ON THE ISSUES
CANEK
AGUIRRE

WILLIE
BAILEY*

ELIZABETH
BENNETTPARKER

JOHN
CHAPMAN*

MATT
FEELY

DAK
HARDWICK

CHRIS
HUBBARD

AMY
JACKSON

DEL
PEPPER*

Should there be lights at the
T.C. Williams stadium?

Yes

Yes

Yes

DNA

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Do you prioritize commercial
development or livability
concerns?

Livability

Livability

Livability

Livability

Livability

DNA

Livability

Livability

Livability

Do you support the Old Town
BID as proposed last council
session?

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

No

Is there adequate parking in
Old Town and Del Ray?

No

Yes

No

No

No

DNA

Yes

No

No

Should there be two high
schools in Alexandria?

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

DNA

Should there be a line-item
audit of the city and schools
budget, rather than the current audit of processes?

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

Should the salaries of council
and mayor be raised from
the current $27,500 and
$30,500, respectively?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

Are you in favor of a dedicated
stream of funding for affordable housing?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes
* incumbent

R

L
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ROBERT
RAY

MO
SEIFELDEIN

ALLISON
SILBERBERG*

PAUL
SMEDBERG*

JUSTIN
WILSON*

No

No

No

DNA

Yes

Livability

Livability

Livability

DNA

DNA

No

No

No

DNA

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

DNA

Yes

Yes

No

DNA

DNA

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

DNA

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

DNA

DNA: The candidate either did not answer or answered the question with caveats.
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providing solutions to Alexandria’s affordable housing
challenge.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
The sewer remediation project
in Old Town will be the single
largest public works project
in Alexandria’s history. Constant communication, resident
and business feedback, and
dedicated mitigation strategies
will be needed. I would look
to Alexandria’s management
of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge

project as the example for public
engagement and outreach in reducing the construction burden
on our community.
What needs to be done to more
fully engage Alexandria’s West
End residents in the life of our
city?
As a longtime West End resident, we must have city leaders
start by simply spending more
time in the West End listening
to residents and understanding their unique experiences.
I’d do more outreach to the
international communities in
these neighborhoods and be
forward-leaning about future
investments in the West End,
including the redevelopment of

Landmark Mall. Finally, there is
an acute need to provide better
access to city services, as well
as enhancing transit services on
Van Dorn Street.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
- Commonwealth’s Attorney
Bryan Porter
- Councilmember Tim Lovain
- Former Mayor Kerry Donley
- Former Councilmember David
Speck
- Former School Board Member
Blanche Mays Maness
- Former School Board Member
Kelly Booz
- Greater Greater Washington

Chris Hubbard
Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents, tourists, workers and
shoppers? If yes, why do you
think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the
shortage?
Right now yes for Old Town,
but it is mismanaged – with an

established transit connection,
on some blocks where the
street parking fills while garages
are not filled, we need to charge
for visitor street parking at a
rate higher than the garage
rate (don’t discount) or per
demand to encourage people
to go straight to garages and

not cruise for free visitor street
parking – reducing congestion –
leaving street parking vacancies
for visitors (going to businesses)
and residents. Yes right now
for Del Ray, as there is a transit
connection and more off-street
SEE GUIDE
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parking for residents thus allowing others to park on the streets.
In some areas, demand for
street parking may fill up street
parking thus increasing the need
to charge for visitor street parking. With the vision to make Old
Town and Del Ray more pedestrian oriented, we must remember

that free visitor street parking
subsidizes cars and increases
car trips and numbers.
As you are a first-time council
candidate, name a council
decision in the last three years
that you strongly support or
disapprove of and why?
I strongly support the pilot
program for pay-by-phone visitor

street parking in Old Town. It
may mitigate problematic free
visitor street parking in residential areas near commercial
corridors – where it fills up –
thus increasing street parking
availability for visitors and residents. It would reduce cruising
for parking, traffic congestion
and pollution hazards and
increase safety, particularly with

OLD TOWN

$1,289,000

GARDEN VIEWS •
Overlooking the Park

•

810 S. Lee Street,
Alexandria, Va.

Rarely available on this sought-after block, this home
offers magnificent views of parkland.
Updated kitchen & baths, over 2,400 square feet of
gracious living plus parking.

increased waterfront activity.
If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in
your term?
Get market rate affordable
integrated income housing to be
slated for Alexandria: either new
in multifamily developments,
protect existing/natural or use
rooms and suites in single family detached houses.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
Ask developers to include
market rate affordable integrated income housing in new
multifamily developments.
Extremely popular are new one
to three-bedroom small units in
new multifamily developments
(10 to 20 percent) and possible addition of one to three
bedroom small units in older
multifamily projects, as well as
small single-family detached
houses. Protect natural market
rate affordable integrated
income housing. Use market
rate affordable rooms and
suites in older SFD houses. We
have seen Boston, Denver, Los
Angeles, Seattle, New York City,
Providence and D.C., to name
a few cities, use these market
rate affordable integrated income housing successfully.
How can the city meet its outfalls deadline while preserving
quality of life for Old Town
residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
First, council needs to confirm
an option and we need funding
from the state and, if possible,
federal governments to mitigate
the outfalls. Second, we need to
review the construction critical
path for conflicts with livability
in the city.
What needs to be done to
more fully engage Alexandria’s
West End residents in the life

Job title or profession:
Owner, principal, architect,
planner of an Architecture
and Planning Firm.
- Born in Washington, D.C.
- BS Biochemistry and Masters Architecture, Virginia Tech.
- Principal/owner Architecture
and Planning firm 27 years.
- Planned walkable, mixed
use/income community.
- Charter/Accredited member
CNU.
- Produced 90-minute documentary on Walkable vs.
Automobile developments,
Videos for ULI on TNDs.
- Designed TODs.
- Married with 3 girls.
- MS Complementary and
Alternative Medicine from
Georgetown University

of our city?
Set up a satellite government
office there, establish complete
boulevards (walk, bike, drive,
ride). Develop Landmark into a
walkable complete mixed use/
income community with transit
connections to surrounding
neighborhoods.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
I have not completed requests
or applications for endorsements yet.
SEE GUIDE
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Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!
Kitten season is in full swing!
Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.
R E A L T O R S

®

Alexandria/Old Town Office.
121 N. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

meow@tailshigh.org

Diann Carlson

diann.carlson@gmail.com

703-628-2440 | 703-549-8700

703-819-5240

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization
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Amy Jackson
in the city creates bridges between them and residents that
are vital in times of crisis, and
fosters a sense of community.

Age: 47
Job title or profession:
Community leader and
educator
My roots have been in Alexandria since 1981. Raised in the
West End by a hard-working,
divorced mother, I am an
ACPS graduate, as my children will be. I have a BA from
Virginia Tech and two GMU
M.Eds. I currently serve Alexandria on several nonprofit
boards and city commissions.

Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents, tourists, workers and
shoppers? If yes, why do you
think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the
shortage?
Parking needs should be addressed as part of the zoning
and approval process for individual projects. This process
provides a detailed and specific
means to create tailored, and
therefore appropriate, parking
for each project.
As you are a first-time council
candidate, name a council
decision in the last three years
that you strongly support or
disapprove of and why?
City council’s decision to dedicate additional funds to improving the salary of first responders
is a vote I strongly supported.
However, the city did not fully
fund the initiative in a way that
will make first responder pay
competitive with surrounding
jurisdictions. It is important
that our police, firefighters and
EMS workers are paid in a manner that enables them to live
in Alexandria. Not only is it the
right thing to do for them from
a quality of life standpoint, but
having first responders who live

If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in
your term?
Landmark Mall must be successfully redeveloped. Smart
and targeted development
projects are vital to providing
adequate revenue to fund the
city’s priorities. We must reject
the false choice presented by
those who believe we must
choose only between raising
taxes and cutting spending.
There are a number of smart
development initiatives, such
as the Potomac Yard metro
station, that could help expand
the revenue base for the city
without creating out-of-control growth. These types of
initiatives are vital to attracting
new business to the city. That,
in turn, will not only increase
revenue, but will enable us to
more equitably distribute the
tax burden between homeowners and businesses, a burden
that has been unfairly weighted
against residential homeowners for too long.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
Ensuring that the recently
enacted meal tax for affordable housing is wisely invested
through a comprehensive plan
and timeline is critical. Because
the city has elected to support a
dedicated funding tax initiative,
it is critical that we don’t allow
the funds to sit around unused.
The revenue created by this
proposal presents the city with
a great opportunity to take concrete steps to begin to address
this problem.
How can the city meet its outfalls deadline while preserving
quality of life for Old Town
residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
Virtually all city officials believe
that the existing deadline will be
hard to accommodate. However, as state Sen. Adam Ebbin
recently pointed out, the city
will likely experience greater
success in convincing the
General Assembly to extend the
deadline once work is underway.

The city should take immediate
good faith steps toward the
completion of this project and
then lobby the General Assembly to adopt a more reasonable
deadline.
SEE GUIDE
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Let us create the
perfect picnic for you!
Come pick up or call in your order!
(571) 777-8981
theitalianplaceofoldtown.com

621 Wythe St. Alexandria, VA 22314

Re-elect DEMOCRAT

Service. Results. Experience.
Investing in Youth & Education
Passed the region’s first Youth Master
Plan, which invests in children at every
stage of their life. He will:
• Expand access to Pre-K education & out of
school education opportunities.
• Partner with NOVA Community College to help
high school students gain college credit and
21st century job skills.
• Grow school capacity by pursuing public-private
partnerships.

Promoting Small Business
Brings first-hand experience to finding
solutions to the challenges facing small
business owners in Alexandria. He will:
• Create a one-stop shop for business permitting
and licensing.
• Connect businesses and consumers through
municipal broadband, roads, and public transit.
• Develop economic activity centers in the
West End.

Protecting Affordable Housing &
Homeownership
Pushes the development community to
devote more resources to protecting
affordable housing and homeownership.
He will:
• Provide housing affordability and homeownership options for current and future residents.
• Increase the number of sustainable and affordable housing units.
• Expand public-private partnerships to increase
long-term housing capacity.

Driving Equitable Economic
Development
Recruits and retains businesses in
Alexandria, which is critical to creating
and sustaining good jobs. He will:
• Grow Alexandria’s business community, especially
women-owned and minority businesses.
• Establish an Economic Sustainability Task Force
to support and cultivate local entrepreneurs.
• Develop an Innovation District to attract new
businesses.
• Create a development tracker for proposed and
recently approved development projects.

Engaging Alexandrians
Actively listens to all Alexandrians,
ensuring that our community’s diverse
voices shape Alexandria’s bright future.
He will:
• Expand citizen input beyond standard board
and commission model.
• Develop City Council Internship Program to
engage young people in local government.

John is committed to making
Alexandria a better place to live,
work, and raise a family.
www.chapman4council.com
@chapman4council
chapman4council@gmail.com
Paid for and authorized by
Friends of John Taylor Chapman
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What needs to be done to
more fully engage Alexandria’s West End residents in
the life of our city?
Focusing on the development
of Landmark Mall will help integrate the West End into the life

RAY

CITY COUNCIL 2018

Vote Democrat
June 12
Livability
Livability
Education
Education
Community
Community
robert@
robert@
robertray4council.org
robertray4council.org

VOTE
Restaurant | Wine Tasting Room
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YES
FOR

SONOMA
CELLAR
Sonoma Cellar • 207 King Street •mysonomacellar.com • 703.566.9867

Do you know how you can make a positive
difference while having fun?

Volunteer at Community Lodgings!
Learn more at www.communitylodgings.org

of the city. Additionally, as the
city considers where to locate
various government agencies
that use leased space, strong
consideration must be given
to dispersing these offices
throughout the city.
Please list the endorsements

you wish to highlight.
- Alexandria Sheriff Dana
Lawhorne
- Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bryan Porter
- Former Candidate for Virginia Lieutenant Governor Gene
Rossi

Redella S. "Del" Pepper
Is there enough parking in
Old Town and Del Ray for
residents, tourists, workers
and shoppers? If yes, why do
you think it’s adequate? If not,
how would you address the
shortage?
Because there will never be
enough parking, I favor encouraging (where practical), the use
of other modes of transportation than the personal automobile: public transportation
(trolley, DASH, Metro, BRT), or
riding a bicycle or walking. With
ridesharing services, the use
of personal autos is already
decreasing.
What vote during your current
term are you most proud of
and why?
I supported the FY2018 budget,
which increased considerably
the city and schools facility

capital needs funding – thereby
recognizing the urgent need our
school system has to expand,
modernize and replace some
facilities. Council created an Ad
Hoc Joint City-Schools facilities
Investment Task Force to recommend the best ways to apply
our scarce financial resources.
If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in
your term?
In the spirit of Eco City Alexandria, I will be championing
the use of electrical vehicles
and especially promoting the
creation of public E.V. charging
stations.
What would be your first step
in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
I voted to increase the meals
SEE GUIDE
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Job title or profession:
Councilwoman
I was born in Nebraska and
received my bachelor’s degree
from Grinnell College. I did
graduate work at the University of Wisconsin and worked for
five years as a case worker in
Chicago. I married Dr. F.J. Pepper and moved to Alexandria
in 1968 with our son. I was an
aide to former Mayor Chuck
Beatley and later elected to
city council.

Re-elect

Photos by Casey Gammon
and Geoff Livingston

Councilwoman

Del Pepper

on June 12

Where Dance
and Ideas Collide!
Now registering for
summer and fall
Camps and Classes – Creative
Movement – Modern – Ballet – Tap
www.localmotionproject.org
info@localmotionproject.org

www.delpepper.com
A vote for Del is a vote
for experience and vision.
Paid for by Pepper for Council. Authorized by Redella S. “Del” Pepper.
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tax by 1 percent, which is
expected to raise roughly $5
million dollars for the affordable
housing fund. We must continue to work with our nonprofit
partners, seek federal and state
funding and hope to receive
developer contributions.

MAY 31, 2018 | 29
How can the city meet its outfalls deadline while preserving
quality of life for Old Town
residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
Every effort will be made to minimize any inconveniences and
roads will be kept open as much
as possible. Also, it is expected
that special equipment will be
used that can dig a large shaft

and tunnel from there. Much of
the work can be completed underground, thereby limiting the
disturbance to our streets. We
are mindful of the importance
of avoiding historical properties.
The city has partnered with AlexRenew to better ensure that the
process runs smoothly and we
meet the outfalls deadline.

What needs to be done to
more fully engage Alexandria’s
West End residents in the life
of our city?
We need to ensure that information about city programs, services and activities is available.
It would be helpful to create a
city satellite office in the West
End. Holding major city activities at Beatley Library or in Ben

Brenman Park helps. We need
to reach out to under-represented groups to encourage their
members to apply to boards and
commissions.

decision in the last three years
that you strongly support or
disapprove of and why?
I strongly opposed the BID tax on
small businesses, its management and its impact on residents.

turbed. I was happy to attend the
Ad Hoc Combined Sewer System
Plan Stakeholder Group and was
impressed by the expertise and
dedication of its leadership. I also
propose using barges to manage

the limited excavation whenever
appropriate.

city?

Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
-Greater Greater Washington
-Democrats For a Better Alexandria

Robert Ray IV

Age: 57
Job title or profession:
Proprietor, Cavalier Antiques, family-owned business since 1961
Hometown Alexandrian, second-generation small business
owner, conservationist and
civic activist who studied architecture at UVA and philosophy
at Catholic University, served
on civic and charitable organization boards for the last 30
years, taught high school to
troubled teens and volunteer
taught GED to Adult ESL and
Alexandria City Jail inmates.

Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents,
tourists, workers and shoppers?
If yes, why do you think it’s
adequate? If not, how would you
address the shortage?
The city-wide reduction in
developers’ obligation to provide
parking is a step in the wrong
direction. I agree that there are
places along public transportation corridors where we want to
offer reduced parking obligations,
but only in exchange for affordable housing, open space and
other city amenities.
As you are a first-time council
candidate, name a council

If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in your
term?
Increasing data transparency.
Arlington’s citizens have direct access to management’s data, with
the expectation that there will be
no delays like those associated
with a FOIA process. Arlington
also has an inspector general
who ensures that management’s
reports and proposals are based
on correct data before it is presented to the public. If elected, I
would like to bring the increased
level of citizen engagement to
our city that is enjoyed by our
neighbors.
What would be your first step in
addressing Alexandria’s affordable housing shortage?
I support Councilor Willie Bailey’s
push for an affordable housing
fund; however, I do not agree that
the additional meals’ tax is the
way to fund it. A set-aside fund is
needed so that the city can help
provide workforce housing so that
teachers and safety officers can
have the opportunity to both live
and work in our community.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
The most current plan to meet
the combined sewer outfall
deadline does not create nearly
as much disruption as earlier
proposals. An advanced boring
machine will lay the needed conduit more than 100 feet below
the surface and leave most of
the surface streetscape undis-

What needs to be done to more
fully engage Alexandria’s West
End residents in the life of our

As a start, I have already proposed the broadening of the bylaws of the Alexandria Federation
SEE GUIDE
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VIP
Old Town
BOUTIQUE DISTRICT

ARE YOU AN OTBD VIP?

Join the Boutique District by becoming a VIP Member!
For $250 you’ll enjoy 10% off at all OTBD member boutiques, plus access
to exclusive VIP events and special offers from our partner retailers!
Become a VIP today at www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com/VIP
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FROM | 29 other organizations that want
to contribute to our city and
of Civic Associations to widen
shape its policies. I want to give
its membership to include West
all of these organizations the
End organizations. I have a plan
tools to have a stronger voice,
for our civic associations, the
more connection with each
unions of those that provide
other and more influence in city
health and safety, our teacher’s
government. Used successfully
association, business groups,
in surrounding jurisdictions, I
conservation groups and
will work to put these tools in
GUIDE

place to give our community
organizations a stronger voice
in government.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Democrats for a Better Alexandria
- Alexandrians for a Better City
Government.

Planning your summer fun?
Make sure your pup
has some too!

• Organic (no harsh chemicals) • Large Indoor/Outdoor play yards
• Fun/Agility Room with sandbox, rocks, agility equipment • Healthy Food &
Treats because we cater to the Whole Dog! • All Suite Boarding • Web Cams
SEE FOR YOURSELF!
4748 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22304

MAKE THE RESERVATION!
703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz

ON JUNE 12, 2018

GO WITH MO!

Lawyer | Business Owner | Progressive

MO HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY
Democrats For A Better Alexandria
Run For Something
Greater Greater Washington Community
Alexandrians for Better City Government
New Virginia Majority
As a teenager, Mo worked at a fast food restaurant with his mother and siblings to make ends
meet and developed strong work ethics. After working as a mental health counselor, Mo began
providing pro bono legal services to the underprivileged. Mo will bring his sense of justice,
community service, and energetic leadership to the Council.

moseif4council.com
Paid for by Friends of Mo Seifeldein

Mo Seifeldein
Is there enough parking in
Old Town and Del Ray for
residents, tourists, workers
and shoppers? If yes, why do
you think it’s adequate? If
not, how would you address
the shortage?
There is not enough parking
during peak hours, which
creates congestion, frustration
and potential loss of business.
It is common sense that during
low traffic times there is open
parking. The best solution
is to have better internal
transportation systems that
connect to all parts of the city
and reduce congestion and
CO2 emission. I would issue
a Request for Information to
explore a tram network. We
must think bigger and better.
In the meantime, enhance the
signage to parking garages
and invest more in non-motorpropelled traveling routes.
As you are a first-time
council candidate, name a
council decision in the last
three years that you strongly
support or disapprove of and
why?
As a lawyer and a small
business owner, I want to
make sure that Alexandria
is small business friendly.
The old guard placed some
ordinances that must be
changed to make it easier
for small businesses to
come to Alexandria. A tattoo
parlor wanted to open,
but its classification as an
amusement made opening
difficult. Council voted
to allow the business to
operate without meeting the
amusement classification. As a
result, the space was occupied
and the city had a potential
increase in revenue.

Age: 34
Job title or profession:
Lawyer
A native of Sudan, Mo came
to the U.S., escaping war
and instability. Mo worked
odd jobs to help his family while in school. Mo put
himself through college and
law school. He worked with
special needs children before
becoming a lawyer, helping
small business owners and
protecting the vulnerable.

in addressing Alexandria’s
affordable housing shortage?
The first step is to stop the
bleeding, i.e. stop losing
affordable housing units. Ease
zoning regulations to allow
for redevelopment with a
sensible cost-benefit outcome.
Zoning regulations that require
mandatory inclusionary
housing incentivizes
developers to build belowmarket-rate housing.
Partner with more nonprofit
organizations to aggressively
tackle this crisis. In growing
too fast, the city loses
affordable housing because
prices increase in newer units.
I will demand more proffers
from developers.

If elected, what is one
tangible goal you plan to
achieve in your term?
I want to achieve a better
quality of life for Alexandria
residents, which includes fully
funding the school system,
improving transportation,
public safety and protecting
the environment by ushering in
future plans that account for
emerging technologies.

How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while
preserving quality of life
for Old Town residents and
the tourism experience for
visitors?
As always, understanding
the issue is the first step.
How did we get to this statemandated deadline of 2025?
Lack of meaningful action.
Alexandria must ask itself if
it wants a council that punts
major issues down the road

What would be your first step

SEE GUIDE
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that will eventually circle
around and impact the
quality of life. AlexRenew
submitted a plan in May to
be approved by Virginia Dept.
of Environmental Quality in
July 2018. It included input
from residents and experts
taking into account quality of
life. I support the suggested
approach of simple
construction schedules,
minimizing the operations
equipment in the community,
exceed the minimum
requirements and provide
flexibility for changes.
What needs to be done
to more fully engage
Alexandria’s West End
residents in the life of our

city?
As a resident of the West
End, I suggest having at least
four council meetings there
annually. The Supreme Court
of Virginia hears arguments
in Northern Virginia to
engage residents in this part
of the state. Council should
reach out and appoint more
local leaders to boards and
commissions from the West
End’s least represented
communities.
Please list the
endorsements you wish to
highlight.
- Democrats for A Better
Alexandria
- Alexandrians for Better City
Government
- Run For Something
- Greater Greater Washington

As a member of the City Council I
have listened to you, asked the
tough questions, acted on your
behalf and advanced the overall
good of the City. I appreciate your
past support and hope that I can rely
on it again on June 12th.
- Paul Smedberg

Paul C. Smedberg
Is there enough parking in Old
Town and Del Ray for residents,
tourists, workers and shoppers?
If yes, why do you think it’s
adequate? If not, how would you
address the shortage?
I think generally there is enough
parking in both Old Town and Del
Ray for all who need to utilize
it but that it must be better
managed for better utilization. We
need to encourage shared usage
of available parking and emphasize the use of public transportation. We need to continue to look
at ways to discourage vehicular
traffic by residents by creating pedestrian walkways and adequate
bike lanes.

What vote during your current
term are you most proud of and
why?
I believe my vote establishing the
Ad Hoc City-School Task Force on
Facilities was the one that I was
most proud during the past term.
The work of this body will have a
lasting economic benefit for the
Alexandria taxpayer in assuring
that our capital improvement projects are properly scheduled and
adequately funded in a well-managed and strategic fashion.
If elected, what is one tangible
goal you plan to achieve in your
term?
There are many worthwhile goals
I would like to achieve in the next
term, including addressing the imbalance between commercial and
residential properties and continuing to refine the budget process.
However, I believe the number one
goal would be alleviating the traffic
impact on our numerous neighborhoods and assuring pedestrian
safety for all who traverse the city
on foot. I furthermore know that
this is a difficult goal to address
but it strikes at the very livability

of our city and the quality of life for
all of us.
What would be your first step in
addressing Alexandria’s affordable housing shortage?
My first steps would be to review
zoning provisions and continue to
work with developers, churches
and nonprofits in creating new
models. The recent budget has
created a designated fund for affordable housing. While I opposed
this fund, I fully support the use of
general revenue funds to address
the need. That said, I do not believe that dollars alone can vastly
reduce this shortage.
How can the city meet its
outfalls deadline while preserving quality of life for Old
Town residents and the tourism
experience for visitors?
It behooves the city to carefully schedule the actual work,
adequately notify all entities of
the timing and provide ample
explanation for all visitors to the
city. While this will be a significant challenge, we must stay on
schedule while at the same time
preserve the livability and attractiveness of the Old Town area. I
believe city staff is adequately
prepared to meet this challenge
and move this project forward.
What needs to be done to more
fully engage Alexandria’s West
End residents in the life of our
city?
Ever since annexation of the
West End land, this question has
consumed politicians, nonprofits,
businesses etc. We have seen in
recent years an increase in West
Enders’ engagement with the development of Cameron Station, a
greater involvement by Seminary
Valley residents, increased communication with many residents

Age: 57
Job title or profession:
Healthcare Policy and Government affairs
A long time Alexandria resident, incumbent Paul Smedberg plays a key role representing Alexandria on a number
of regional and city bodies
– board of directors, WMATA;
chair, NoVA Transportation
Commission; board, VRE,
which he previously chaired;
Pension and Audit Subcommittees; Waterfront Commission
and co-chairs the city’s Legislative Subcommittee.
concerned with the impact the
BRAC development has on their
communities and the transit corridor B&C studies. The future development of the Landmark Mall
area will also impact this issue.
I would suggest that increased
engagement occurs when change
looms so it is incumbent on the
city, elected officials, news publications and civic associations to
all do our part.
Please list the endorsements
you wish to highlight.
- Greater Greater Washington
- Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
- Former Commonwealth Attorney
Randolph Sengel
- Former Mayor Bill Euille
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