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Vote on 

June 12

Silberberg, Wilson set for final showdown
Mayoral opponents represent differing records, visions

INSIDE

Potomac Yard
After emails were released 

as a result of a FOIA re-
quest from residents, the 

accounts of city officials, in-
cluding City Manager Mark 
Jinks and Vice Mayor Justin 

Wilson, have changed. 
Page 6
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Campaign Finance
Campaign finance re-
ports reveal the candi-
dates are level in cash 
on hand, but Vice Mayor 
Justin Wilson outraised 
Mayor Allison Silberberg 
in the second quarter.
Page 20

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS AND MISSY SCHROTT

With less than a week left until 
the Democratic primary, the already- 
heated clashes between mayoral op-
ponents, incumbent Allison Silber-
berg and Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, 
have reached a crescendo.

As the conflict between the two 
has intensified, so too has the con-
trast between their differing styles 
and approaches to nearly every city 
issue.

Those differences were on 
full display at the Alexandria 
Democratic Committee’s may-
oral debate on May 30, during 
which they discussed topics on   
which they’ve agreed, disagreed, 
collaborated and sparred over  
during  their  time  on  council.

The style of the ADC’s debate lent 

SEE MAYOR | 22
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 30 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Coming Soon

Weichert

$1,525,000
DEL RAY

Spacious home 
designed for 
today’s lifestyle 
just 2 blocks from 
“The Avenue”! 
5/6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 
with over 3500 sq. ft. 
of living space on 4 
levels. Spacious great 
room with gas fireplace, 
Chef ’s kitchen and 
informal dining area. 
Generous Owner’s suite 
with vaulted ceiling and 
en suite bath. Lower 
level rec room and huge 
storage room. Fenced 
yard with custom patio 
and off street parking.

ROSEMONT
$865,000

Charming Dutch Colonial with rear studio 
just 3 blocks from the King Street Metro!

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and 3 finished levels. Arched door-
ways, living room with fireplace, separate dining room, 
kitchen with 42” cabinetry, SS appliances and Corian 

counters. Lower level rec room, fenced yard with patio, 
studio and screened-in side porch. Updated baths, hard-

wood floors and freshly painted kitchen cabinets. 

$2,500,000
OLD TOWN

Unique historic 
property in heart 
of Old Town with 
rental apartments!
Currently configured as 
a multi-family residence 
with individual apart-
ments with separate 
entrances.  The entire 
main level is occupied 
by the owner along with 
a suite of rooms on the 
upper level. With abun-
dant square footage and 
most original features 
this detached home 
could be reconfigured 
back to an amazing in-
town mansion.

OLD TOWN

$1,575,000
Gorgeous his-
toric plaqued 
residence in the 
S.E. quadrant!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 3 re-lined 
gas fireplaces and 2 
staircases. Beauti-
fully updated with 
over 2,700 sq. ft. 
of interior space 
with tall ceilings, 
period woodwork, 
abundant built-ins 
and windows on 3 
sides. Lovely private 
garden with brick 
patio and walk-way.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

#ExtraordinaryALX  |   

SUMMER2018 

For more summer events and activities, check out:

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Summer

ALL
SUMMER

Celebrate Pride Month  
in Alexandria  
Events & happenings throughout June

Well Ray Festival in Del Ray

USA/Alexandria  
Birthday Celebration

“Illuminate” Exhibit at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center

Alexandria Restaurant Week 
& Alexandria Sidewalk Sale 
Dates to be announced later

Friendship Firehouse Festival

“Hamilton”-inspired happenings
Special events and tours all summer long

JUN
23

JUL
7

AUG
4

JUN

AUG

JUL 
20

SEP 
2

105 South Union @ King Street 
703-684-4682

www.TheOldTownShop.com 
 @TheOldTownShop

LOCAL AUTHOR NIGHT

Stephen RyanJames Stejskal

JUNE EVENTS

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

JUNE 7TH JUNE 21ST

Several feet of water 
flooded the Old Town wa-
terfront on Tuesday. Al-
though much of the flood-
water had receded by 4 
p.m., North Union and 
Strand streets were still 
submerged beneath a few 
feet of water by that point.

The National Weath-
er Service issued a coast-
al flood warning for the 
shoreline of Washington, 
D.C. and areas across the 
Potomac River, includ-
ing Alexandria. A coastal 
flood warning means that 
flooding is occurring or 
imminent, and appropriate 
safety precautions should 
be taken. 

According to the NWS’ 
report, water levels have 
already risen 3 to 5 feet 
above normal. The coast-
al flood warning remained 
in effect until 8 a.m. on 
Wednesday. 

This is the highest lev-
el the Potomac has reached 
in eight years. On social 
media, the Alexandria Po-

lice Department instruct-
ed community members to 
avoid walking and driving 

through low-lying areas of 
Old Town. 

-mhunt@alextimes.com 

After days of rain, flooding on the 
waterfront

PHOTOS/MAE HUNT

Portner Brewhouse on the West End closes
A little more than a year 

after opening to the public, 
Portner Brewhouse in the 
West End has announced its 
closure.

The brewery, which 
opened in March of last year, 
said in a note posted on Face-
book on Friday that it was 
unable to secure a perma-
nent change to its lease that 
would have made it possible 
to stay open. 

“We did everything in our 
power to sustain the com-
pany for as long as possible, 
which is why we are shar-
ing the conclusion to this 
chapter with you today,” the 
note read. “Whatever the fu-
ture holds, keep us in your 

thoughts, drink really great 
beer and hold family dear.” 

The brewpub was named 

after the business Robert 

FILE PHOTO
Portner Brewhouse has closed after a little more than a year in 
business.

SEE PORTNER | 4
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Mayor Silberberg has served her  
office during the past three years 
with extraordinary dedication  
and tangible accomplishments  
in restoring citizen faith in local  
government, preserving a livable  
Alexandria, and reflecting the 
values of the DBA. As “The People’s 
Mayor,” she richly deserves to be 
re-elected for another term.

Allison Silberberg

 Democrats  
for a Better Alexandria
We SUPPORT the following candidates  

for the June 12th Primary:

FOR MAYOR:

FOR CITY COUNCIL:
• Canek Aguirre

• John Chapman

• Matthew Feely

•  Mo Seifeldein

•  Redella  
“Del” Pepper

• Robert Ray

After an elaborate vetting process,  
one that included interviews with the 
ten candidates who made themselves  
available, the DBA has chosen a slate  
of six persons. We believe these  
individuals not only represent the  
values of our organization but also 
demonstrate strong legislative  
capabilities and reflect the diversity  
of Alexandria.

The DBA was formed in 2012 as an organization of committed  
Alexandria Democrats to screen candidates for local offices and,  
based on our shared values, make recommendations to voters.  

Those values include development that preserves neighborhoods,  
transparency and ethics in government, workforce affordable housing,  

and environmental responsibility.

They are...

Augie’s Mussel House 
on the Patio is coming 
this summer to 1106 King 
St., the space formerly oc-
cupied by Hunting Creek 
Steak in Old Town.

Partners Justin Sparrow, 
Chad Sparrow and Larry 
Walston Jr., who also own 
Mason Social on North 
Henry Street, filed a spe-
cial use permit with the 
city on May 22 to open the 
restaurant.

Inspired by St. Augus-
tine, the patron saint of 
brewers, the restaurant 
will offer an extensive se-
lection of ales to be paired 
with modern Belgian cui-
sine.

While the menu has 
not been made publicly 
available, the restaurant’s 
website hints at creative 
mussel offerings, waffles 
and frites. Ingredients will 
be locally sourced and in-
house beer Cicerones will 
work with brewers of many 

different styles to offer an 
extensive ale selection.

There is not yet a set 
date for Augie’s official de-
but, but the light-strung 
patio with views of King 
Street will be open for a 
summer pop-up.

Hunting Creek Steak, 

which opened at the lo-
cation in 2015, closed in 
March. Asana Partners, 
which purchased tens of 
properties in Old Town in 
2016 and 2017, owns the 
property. 

- mschrott@
alextimes.com 

Portner founded in 1869 in 
the Old Town site now oc-
cupied by Trader Joe’s. His 
brewery became the largest 
in the southeast before clos-
ing in 1916 when Virginia 
created a Prohibition law.

P o r t n e r ’ s 
g reat-g reat-g randdaugh-
ters, Margaret and Catherine 
Portner, opened the brewpub 
to revive that legacy, using 
many of his original recipes. 

The space itself, located 
at 5770 Dow Ave., was spa-
cious, with 156 indoor seats 

and 40 bar seats. 
No further details about 

the closure were provided 
and a call to the brewpub 
on Friday afternoon during 
normal operating hours went 
unanswered. 

- Times Staff

PORTNER FROM | 3

Augies's Mussel House to replace 
Hunting Creek Steak

COURTESY RENDERING
Inspired by St. Augustine, Augie's Mussel House on the Patio will of-
fer an extensive selection of ales to be paired with modern Belgian 
cuisine. 
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 *Information pertaining to incentives, elevations, floorplans, availability 
  and pricing are subject to change without notice. Please contact your 
  community manager for the most up-to-date information. 434.989.0718  |  CHRISTOPHERCOMPANIES .COM

6318 May Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22310  |  571.512.2195

THE RESERVE AT MAY HILL
LUXURY SINGLE FAMILY HOMES FROM THE MID $800s

HOMES ARE READY NOW! NOW SELLING!

Live with convenience at Christopher Companies’ newest single family community of 
12 home sites coming soon to Alexandria, VA! This heavily landscaped community 
features 1/4–1/3-acre home sites in cul-de-sacs with treeline privacy. These homes will offer  
award-winning features in an ideal location—under 30 minutes to the capital and a 
short drive to Kingstowne and Old Town Alexandria. The Reserve at May Hill is within 
minutes to a variety of shopping, dining and recreational opportunities—including 
Kingstowne Shopping Center and the newly renovated Springfield Town Center. In 
addition, the community backs to Greendale Golf Course, and is just minutes from  
Alexandria’s Top Golf.

The Reserve at May Hill  includes diverse home styles, from center hall colonials to first 
floor craftsman plans. There is a home for every lifestyle.

THE RESERVE AT MAY HILL—ONLY 8 HOMES REMAIN!
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 ~ Nice Kitty ~
Meet “Sabra” a one-year-old tabby with a lot to offer 
a cat-loving household.  Sabra promises to greet the 
humans everyday with a cheering “Meow!” and to 

entertain them with her playful ways.

This little one has a small but manageable health 
issue, and is hoping for a human who will take the 

extra time to dispense her meds when needed.

Her gratitude will be shared with all the love her 
heart can hold.  

Please call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@
alexandriaanimals.org for more information !

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

CHRIS  
HUBBARD

PRIORITIES:
Traffic

Schools and
Integrated income 

Affordable Housing
Reform DevelopmentEXPERTISE FOR COUNCIL

for a Healthier,  
Pedestrian-Friendly Alexandria

Paid for by Chris for  
Alexandria City Council

VOTE for CHRIS HUBBARD JUNE 12th

Official responses  
altered after FOIA 
emails released 
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The narrative on the Po-
tomac Yard Metro station 
design changed dramati-
cally following the release 
of emails after a Freedom 
of Information Act request 
submitted by concerned res-
idents.  The emails reveal 
that city officials worked be-
hind the scenes to suppress 
a rendering that showed the 
Metro’s southern entrance 
had been removed and tried 
to keep this knowledge 
from the public even after a 
WMATA official told them it 
wasn’t necessary.

The results, which yield-
ed 500 pages of emails and 
700 pages of redacted emails 
between City Manager Mark 
Jinks, members of city coun-
cil, city staff and WMATA 
officials, reveal that WMA-
TA didn’t consider the re-
moval of the southern en-
trance from the plans to be 
“proprietary.” Additionally, 

the documents indicate that 
the city wasn’t required to 
keep the elimination secret 
as part of WMATA’s procure-
ment process or as a result 
of the non-disclosure agree-
ment between WMATA and 
the city. 

While WMATA’s media 
relations manager did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment, Jinks said it was the 
city’s understanding – since 
June 2017 – that the south-
ern entrance elimination 
must be kept secret. 

That assertion has come 
into conflict, however, due 
to an April 9, 2018, email be-
tween John Thomas, acting 
chief engineer at WMATA, 
and Potomac Yard Metro 
Project Manager Jason Ka-
camburas. 

“I meant to ask you about 
that last Wednesday eve-
ning at PYMIG when noted 
the secrecy required. The 
single entrance is not tied 
to any of the proposers as it 
is something we decided to 
do,” Thomas said in the April 
9 email, sent at 1:06 p.m. 

“Therefore, it is not propri-
etary from a procurement 
stand point.” 

Jinks said on Tuesday 
he didn’t know why Thom-
as said that. He said, in the 
city’s view, WMATA changed 
its stance on the secrecy 
needed for the southern en-
trance removal.

“WMATA, in our view, 
basically changed their po-
sition from where it was a 
year ago until now,” Jinks 
said. “I think they may have 
concluded the process and 
spurred it along. It was less 
risk to the procurement that 
the information be public.” 

However, there’s no hard 
evidence of any meeting, 
communication or legal 
document where the city 
was told the southern en-
trance elimination had to 
be kept secret. The city’s 
response to residents’ re-
quest for proof of such an 
agreement was that “no re-
cords exist relating to your 
request.” 

RENDERING/WMATA
An image generated by WMATA that shows what a Potomac Yard Metro Station design with one en-
trance would look like. Any new design would need approval from city council.

City’s Potomac Yard  
narrative changes

SEE METRO | 8
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Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

THE REGION’S NEWEST WATERFRONT

RESIDENCE HAS A
HISTORIC ADDRESS

Comprised of distinctive new condominiums and townhomes, gourmet dining and retail, a public promenade and 
revitalized pier, Robinson Landing connects Old Town’s storied past with its bright and modern future.

New Condominiums and Elevator Townhomes from $1.5 to $5.75M

Now selling by appointment, call 703-997-2210
Or visit EYA.com/waterfronthomes

Renderings and imagery are for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice.

EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property 
as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (col-
lectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding 
the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, 
RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC. 
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Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
NOVA

Local office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

The response, signed 
by Assistant City Attorney 
Christina Zechman Brown, 
stated that the “city’s un-
derstanding of the need for 
strict confidentiality in that 
procurement process for the 
Potomac Yard Metro Sta-
tion was based on meetings 
and telephone conversations 
with WMATA.” 

Other emails show that 
city officials, including Dep-
uty City Manager Emily Bak-
er and Kacamburas, attempt-
ed to remove and replace a 
rendering that depicted one 
mezzanine – thus show-
ing the south mezzanine 
had been removed – from 
a WMATA presentation re-
leased on April 9. Though 
they didn’t specify what the 
new rendering should be re-
placed with, any earlier ren-
dering released to the pub-
lic would have depicted the 
Metro station with two en-
trances. 

“We have to pull it,” Baker 
said in an email to Kacambu-
ras at 1:31 p.m. on April 9. 

“We have clear direction 
from the city manager’s of-
fice we need to replace that 
station layout graphic. The 
city has not disclosed any 
design changes, and we are 
going to council [on April 
11]. Even city council has not 
seen that image,” Kacambu-
ras said at 1:38 p.m. on April 
9 to Thomas.

When asked about the 
effort to replace the image, 
Jinks said he wasn’t involved 

in the process, despite Ka-
camburas saying that the 
direction to replace it came 
from the city manager’s of-
fice.

“I was not part of that 
process, so I can’t put it into 
context. If WMATA had to 
show something and was not 
going to show the one [mez-
zanine] station, the logic 
would be showing a two-en-
trance station, which is what 
we hoped to be able to build,” 
Jinks said. 

Washington Business 
Journal published the new 

rendering showing one mez-
zanine in an article on April 
11 about the budget of the 
Potomac Yard Metro increas-
ing to $320 million. Though 
the article didn’t mention 
the change in access, the ren-
dering generated widespread 
attention from residents and 
other news outlets. 

Two days after Thomas 
informed Kacamburas that it 
wasn’t necessary to keep the 
southern entrance elimina-
tion a secret and a day after 
the rendering was published 
on the WBJ website, Jinks 

emailed several members 
of city staff, including Bak-
er, Transit Services Division 
Chief Allan Fye, Transpor-
tation & Environmental 
Services Director Yon Lam-
bert, T&ES Deputy Director 
Hillary Orr, Acting Director 
of Project Implementation 
Mitchell Bernstein and Ka-
camburas, and told them not 
to speak with the press.

“If the press calls any 
of you, please say nothing 
and refer them to [Office of 
Communication & Public 
Information Director] Craig 
[Fifer],” Jinks said on April 
12. 

Missing from the emails 
obtained via FOIA are ex-
changes between Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg, city council 
members and city staff and 
WMATA. The only non-re-
dacted exchange released 
between a member of city 
council and Jinks is corre-
spondence between Vice 

SEE METRO | 11

METRO FROM | 6

WMATA, in our view, basically 
changed their position from where 
it was a year ago until now. I 

think they may have concluded 
the process and spurred it along. 
It was less risk to the procurement 
that the information be public.”

– City Manager 
Mark Jinks
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Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300 to schedule your tour!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

NOWOPEN!

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because there are still gardens to grow

Brandywine resident since 2013
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DESIGN 
YOUR NEW 
BATHROOM 
ONLINE

Our friendly craftsmen are vetted, 
insured, and licensed with an average 
of 21 years of experience. Our work is 

backed by a 5-year warranty.

Fred Baths; an online design tool; 
allows you to visualize your new 
bathroom, immediately receive a 
price, and adjust the selections to 
meet your budget.

1. Choose your floor plan.

2. Pick your style.

3. Customize your materials.

4. See the bathroom of your dreams.

Visit FredBaths.com or call 
703-691-5500 to schedule a 
conversation with one of our 
Remodeling Consultants.

703-691-5500 FredBaths.com

A  D I V I S I O N  O F
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Mayor Justin Wilson and the 
city manager on July 14, 2017. 

During the email  
exchange, Jinks forwarded 
Wilson a presentation about 
the Potomac Yard Metro 
project update. When Wil-
son asked if the proposal had 
been distributed to PYMIG, 
Jinks told him “while the 
design/bidding process may 
take longer, with one less 
ped[estrian] bridge and mez-
zanine to build the construc-
tion time should shrink by 
some yet to be determined 
time.” 

The FOIAed email ex-
change begs the question of 
whether Wilson knew about 
the southern entrance re-
moval before his council 
colleagues. Wilson, howev-
er, said all councilors knew 
bids were higher than antic-
ipated, that costs had to be 
cut and that removing the 
southern entrance from the 
plans would be the most like-

ly way to cut costs. 
When asked about the 

June 2017 executive session 
referenced by Wilson, Jinks 
wouldn’t answer one way 
or the other if the southern 

entrance elimination was 
portrayed as the most likely 
option, saying he would let 
members of council speak for 
themselves regarding execu-
tive sessions.

“It’s fair to say once we 
got the bids in and we had 
discussions, we basically, be-
tween knowing the bids were 
over at the end of June, there 
were discussions about op-

tions and, as I said, the only 
big money-saving option 
with the station is how many 
entrances it had,” Jinks said.

Silberberg maintained 
that, while she recalls being 
informed in summer 2017 
that costs were coming in 
higher for the Metro station 
and that council had asked 
staff to look for options to 
lower costs at that point, she 
didn’t know about the south-
ern entrance elimination un-
til March 2018. 

“It wasn’t until late March 
of this year that they came 
back and said it was much 
higher and we asked for the 
options of what that would 
mean and if we had to low-
er the cost. That’s when we 
were told that they couldn’t 
actually tell us how much it 
would be and how much more 
it would be. We did push back 
but we were repeatedly told 
by staff and the city attorney 
because of the nondisclosure 

SEE METRO | 12
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FILE/PHOTO
A Potomac Yard Metro Station model presented in 2015 showed two enterances into the mentro.
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TECH DOC 
Phone, ipad & tablet repair

201 King St, Ste 300, Alexandria
(703) 362-5873

"Bring your broken device in 
and we will bring it back to life!"

dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

We are proud to offer
General & Preventative Care for Families

Green, holistic and homeopathic solutions
Orthodontics and ortho alternatives 

Cosmetic and custom smile design center
Sleep and airway wellness clinic 

Is your smile ready to shine? 

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Union Square
204 SOUTH ROYAL STREET

Extraordinarily elegant event venue located  
in the heart of Old Town

571.263.9805 or 571.766.6613

agreement,” Silberberg said. 
“They came back a week or 
two later and said it would be 
$320 million and we would 
lose the southern entrance.” 

She said she didn't know 
about the email between 
Jinks and Wilson until the 
emails were released.

“I didn’t know about that 
until I read it, like everyone 
else in the public. I’m reading 
these emails alongside ev-
eryone else,” Silberberg said. 

When asked why Silber-
berg and Councilor Paul 
Smedberg, who has served 
on the WMATA board for 
two years, claimed to have 
found out that the southern 
entrance elimination was a 
possibility in spring 2018, 
Wilson said he couldn’t speak 
to what they remembered. 

“I can’t speak to their 
recollections,” Wilson said. 
“Council was notified in an 
executive session in mid-
June … What happened in 
June was we were notified 
that the bids had come back 
way high, and, essentially, 
we had a choice. We could re-
start the procurement, which 
would have added a couple of 
years and God knows how 
much money to the project, 
which, quite honestly, would 
have been fatal for the proj-
ect or we could work within 
the sealed bid procurement 
process to bring the costs 
down. They presented to us, 
as I recall, a series of options 
for lowering the costs on the 
project and asked if we were 
willing to entertain those 
options.” 

In an earlier article, Wil-
son told the Times that he 
knew there were a number 
of options on the table for 
reducing the cost, but wasn’t 
certain until shortly before 
the memo was released. He 
said that’s still true. 

“What I said was I wasn’t 
sure that was going to be re-
moved until the spring and, 
honestly, it’s still not 100 
percent sure because the 

contract hasn’t been issued, 
it’s still preliminary,” Wilson 
said. 

A project update released 
to the public on July 17, 2017 
said responses to WMATA’s 
request for proposals were 
received in March 2017, and 
WMATA was reviewing pro-
posals and “working with re-
spective design build vendors 
to evaluate the proposals in-
cluding cost savings oppor-
tunities within the context 
of procurement.” 

While the public memo 
said consideration of changes 
to the station design would 
occur in late 2018, it did not 
mention that removing the 
southern entrance was one 
of the possibilities. 

Potomac Yard residents 
involved in filing the FOIA 
requests said they were dis-
appointed by what the emails 
reveal about the city’s ac-
tions behind the scenes. 

“The city seems to have 
worked directly to suppress 
information, even when 
WMATA indicated that 
wasn’t proprietary, which 
contradicts the whole narra-
tive that was constructed by 
the city that they pushed for 
transparency, that they were 
pro-transparency,” Potomac 
Yard resident Rafael Lima 
said. “The only meaningful 
action we have seen is count-

er to that – it’s to decrease 
transparency.”

Adrien Lopez, who filed 
the request, echoed that sen-
timent.

“They were suppressing 
that information. WMATA 
really wanted to get that in-
formation out to the public 
and, in the end, the city said 
not to,” Lopez said. “I don’t 
know if that was just city 
staff or council was involved 
in that. We don’t know be-
cause we don’t have all the 
exchanges.”  

Tanya Culbert, another 
resident and Potomac Yard 
Metro Implementation Group 
member, said that even if the 
city had the understanding 
that WMATA required secre-
cy for the southern entrance 
removal, there’s still no in-
dication that they pushed 
for the information to be re-
leased to the public.

“This is a big enough deal 
with the public that they 
should’ve been actively ask-
ing the question ‘Can we re-
veal this?’” Culbert said. “…
These questions they asked 
WMATA after the public 
was outraged was what they 
should’ve been asking them, 
as public officials, last July.” 

Lima said the city’s claim 
that WMATA prevented the 
information from being re-
vealed serves the city’s own 
interests.

“In the end, this narrative 
serves the city the most,” 
Lima said. “Why bother with 
stakeholders if you can keep 
it all confidential and an-
nounce when it’s a done deal? 
At the minimum, the narra-
tive serves their purpose as 
well, because it achieves just 
that.” 

Lima said, without WMA-
TA having released the infor-
mation in the presentation to 
begin with, residents likely 
wouldn’t have any opportu-
nity to have input in the de-
cision.

“If the rendering hadn’t 
gone out, we would not know, 
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What I said was 
I wasn’t sure that 
was going to be 
removed until 
the spring and, 
honestly, it’s still 
not 100 percent 
sure because the 
contract hasn’t 
been issued, it’s 
still preliminary.”
– Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
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Book Smarts Meets Street Smarts!

Get Your Vehicle Ready for Summer with These Exclusive Offers:

OIL CHANGE
$29.95

Includes up to 5 qts of synthetic blend oil and 
conventional oil change. Taxes, shop fees, and 

disposal fees not included. Offer ends 6.30.2018. 
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A/C SERVICE
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Includes diag plus evac & recharge. Taxes, shop 
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6.30.2018. See service advisor for complete 
details.
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$50 Off
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6.30.2018. See service advisor for complete 
details. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

COMPLIMENTARY
Digital Vehicle 
Health Report

Recieve a thourough, easy to read, vehicle 
health report when you bring your 

vehicle in for service!

Happy Father’s Day and Congratulations to all
2018 Graduates from Ben Nielsen’s Skyline Automotive!

Contact Us Today to Schedule an Appointment
703.845.8477 • skylineautomotive.net

5709 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041 • skylineautomotive.net • 703.845.8477

Ben Nielsen’s Honesty
 Transparency
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We will pick up your car, perform your services, and bring your car back to you!
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we would not have a chance 
to influence [the decision] 
and we would have been in an 
even worse place as residents 
because the Metro would 
not have any access for us,” 
Lima said. “In the end, we 
could still be in a situation 

where the power line is not 
constructed and we would be 
paying taxes – special taxes, 
for that matter – on a Met-
ro station that doesn’t even 
provide access to us.” 

Lopez filed an appeal 
on Monday with the city to 
get access to the 704 pag-
es of redacted emails. The 

emails, redacted under the 
procurement exemption, are 
redacted in full, from top to 
bottom, something Lopez 
pointed out in her appeal. 
In the appeal, Lopez urges 
the city to reconsider the re-
daction, saying there are no 
grounds to redact it under 
Virginia’s FOIA law. She also 

requested an accounting of 
the basis for exclusion and 
subject matter of the with-
held portions. 

Lopez, who works in in-
formation access for a bank 
in D.C., said the city’s broad 
use of the procurement ex-
emption isn’t a viable ex-
cuse. 

“If you want to black out 
portions of it, at least have 
a public version of it. … Give 
us something, give us the 
meeting dates. Even if you 
don’t want to give us the 
conversation that took place 
on the phone, just make a 
good faith effort to clarify,” 
Lopez said. 

Jinks, when asked about 
the documents that were 
redacted, said that all 704 
pages of redacted content is 
part of WMATA’s procure-
ment process and that the 
information will be released 
after procurement is com-
pleted. He didn’t know if an 
additional cost would be as-
sessed for that information. 
Residents paid $810 for the 
initial FOIA request.

“We’ll cross that bridge 
when we get to it,” Jinks said.

Jinks said, ultimately, it 
wasn’t city staff’s fault that 
information wasn’t released 
to the public sooner.

“We were trying to act 
in the best interests of the 
community and doing it in 
a procurement process that 
is not one we’re in charge 
of the rules for,” he said. “I 
think staff was put in a kind 
of circumstance where it’s a 
no-win situation.”

Lima and Lopez say they 
will continue to push for-
ward, with the hopes that 
the city will provide an ex-
planation and a solution on 
restoring southern access. 
Lima said he remains hope-
ful, but that his concerns 
have only increased.

“The narrative that they 
have been constructing is 
evolving every day and it is 
evolving with contradictions 
and those contradictions just 
raise more concerns,” Lima 

said. “It’s in their interest to 
release more information, to 
clarify, to go in-depth to ad-
dress why this was kept con-
fidential and clearly explain 
to those who are being hurt 
by this decision that this 
confidentiality.” 

As of now, however, resi-
dents are concerned that this 
process reveals that some-
thing larger is wrong with 
city hall.

“There’s signs of an en-
demic problem, deeper than 
the Potomac Yard Metro,” 
Culbert said. “It’s no longer 
just the Metro. This is a cat-
alyst to reveal some really 
serious issues.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Missy Schrott contributed 
to this story.

WWW.BEERANDBOURBON.COM

LOTS OF BBQ 
SPECIAL VIP AREA
TASTING THEATER CLASSES
BREWERANIA & CIGARS
SHRINE OF SWINE
LIVE MUSIC & CONTESTS
GAME AREA &MORE!

p
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ALL YOU CARE TO TASTE
60 BEERS/40 BOURBONS

Tickets are non-refundable & subject to tax. Show is rain or shine. Please drink responsibly. Advance ticket sales close 06/14/18. 

TICKETS START AT ONLY $39!

The narrative that 
they have been 
constructing is 
evolving every 
day and it is

evolving with 
contradictions and 
those contradictions 
just raise more 
concerns. It’s 
in their interest 
to release more 
information, 
to clarify, to 
go in-depth

to address why 
this was kept 
confidential and 
clearly explain to 
those who are being

hurt by this 
decision that this 
confidentiality.”

–  Rafael Lima, 
resident, Potomac Yard
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Newcomer Mo Seif-
eldein spars with 
incumbents
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Exactly one week before 
the Democratic primary, the 
dozen candidates vying for 
six seats gathered for a final 
debate on Tuesday evening 
hosted by the Alexandria 
Democratic Committee.  

Arguably the most excit-
ing moment of the debate 
– the third held between 
council candidates this year 
– was when newcomer Mo 
Seifeldein got into a heated 
back-and-forth exchange 
with incumbent councilors 
Willie Bailey, Paul Smedberg 
and John Chapman. 

The debate format al-
lowed each candidate three 
rebuttal cards to use at any 
point to respond to other 
candidates’ comments. 

Smedberg initiated a se-
ries of rebuttals when he re-
sponded to a comment from 
Robert Ray about improving 
civic engagement. 

“I know, at times, there 
is real frustration out in the 
community,” Smedberg said, 
“but I have to say, some of 
the comments I’ve heard to-
night from some of the peo-
ple at this desk, I really do 
not agree with, and it shows 
a lack of understanding, 
quite honestly, of how the 
city operates.”

“We have staff that is 
dedicated, that spends hours 
and hours and hours meet-
ing with residents, meeting 
with neighborhood associ-
ations, meeting with civic 
associations, meeting with 
the school community, try-
ing to come up with plans, 
listening to them ahead of 
time,” he said. “I don’t want 
it to go unnoticed here that 
our staff and many members 
of this community spend a 

great deal of time trying to 
make this work.”

Seifeldein said the prob-
lem was not with staff, but 
with transparency on coun-
cil. Using one of his rebut-
tals, he said city staff com-
pensation was a problem 
and recounted a conversa-
tion he’d had with a health 
department employee whose 
funding had been cut.

“How are they supposed 
to perform their services, 
such vital services, when 
their funding’s been cut?” 
Seifeldein said. “Let’s do a 
better job there and not take 
staff down by just saying 
they do a great job. Provide 
resources for them so they 
can do a great job.”

Bailey said he disagreed 
with Seifeldein. 

“We’re fighting,” Bailey 
said. “We’re working with 
public safety, making sure 
our police, fire and sheriffs 
are getting paid commen-
surate to what everyone 
else is making in the north-
ern Virginia metropolitan 
area…”

“They’re not, they’re 
not, they’re not. Facts mat-
ter,” Seifeldein interrupted, 
raising his voice. 

“…Well Mr. Seifeldein, 
if facts matter, you should 
know then that the health 
department is funded from 
the state,” Smedberg said. 

The ensuing passionate 
argument was primarily be-
tween Seifeldein, Bailey and 
Smedberg, with Chapman 
chiming in several times.  

The audience struggled 
to follow the conversation 
as the candidates contin-
ued to talk over one anoth-
er, and Seifeldein neglected 
to turn on his microphone, 
despite repeated requests 
from moderator Michael Lee 
Pope.

One of the tweets pro-

jected on the screens behind 
the candidates, which were 
submitted by debate viewers 
who used the hashtag #Alex-
DemsDebate, questioned 
whether Seidfeldein was at 
a council debate or in a bar 
fight. Another read, “Does 
it seem like the incumbents 
are a bit defensive?”

Earlier in the evening, 
before the drama unfolded, 
candidates addressed devel-

opment, parking, speakers 
at public hearings, multi-
year budgeting, the Old 
Town BID, lights at the T.C. 
Williams football field and 
immigration. 

On several topics, can-
didates repeatedly echoed 
each other’s responses. 

For example, when asked 
to cite instances of “smart” 
growth and “dumb” growth 
in the city, many candidates 

referenced developments in 
the Eisenhower/Carlyle area 
as smart growth, while tout-
ing the BRAC building and 
Victory Center to be dumb 
growth.  

On the topic of parking, 
several candidates evaded 
the question of whether they 
were for minimum or maxi-
mum parking requirements 
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•  Democrats for a Better Alexandria
•  Alexandrians for Better City Government
•  The Coastal Plain Environmental Council

allisonsilberberg.com Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

 MAYOR ALLISON
SILBERBE RG

Fighting for a  
Livable Alexandria

“The People’s Mayor”
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www.FontaineCaffe.com

Get ready for a 
new Breakfast in 

Old Town!
Fontaine open for 
breakfast at 9am

Facing final countdown, council candidates brawl
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PURPOSEFUL LIVING 
Whether you’re looking for Independent Living or Assisted Living, Paul Spring is committed to taking senior living to the next level.  

You’ll enjoy 12 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds with gazebo, koi pond, putting green and walking path. From our diverse enrichment 
and social programs to our exceptional fine dining experience, we deliver valued living all in the comfort of your new picturesque home. 

Call (703) 768-0234 for more information, and to schedule a personal tour with lunch or dinner.

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY · FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED IN VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS
7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · (703) 768-0234 · WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·      @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

by stating that it depended 
on a case-by-case, neigh-
borhood-by-neighborhood 
basis. Ray and Matt Feely, 
who both live in Old Town, 
said they supported parking 
minimums. 

The parking question 
wasn't the only one that re-
vealed which candidates’ 
views aligned. 

Regarding lights at the 
T.C. Williams High School 
stadium, Amy Jackson, Del 
Pepper, Canek Aguirre, Dak 
Hardwick, Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker, Chapman, Bai-
ley and Smedberg said the 
stadium should have lights. 
Chris Hubbard, Seifeldein, 
Feely and Ray said it should 
not. 

On the topic of whether 
candidates would support a 

one- or two-year format for 
the city’s operating budget, 
Ray was the only candidate 
to say one-year.

When asked whether 
they agreed with the deci-
sion to limit the number of 
people who could speak be-
fore a public hearing, Hub-
bard, Bennett-Parker, Smed-
berg, Hardwick, Aguirre, 
Seifeldein, Bailey, Chapman 
and Jackson said they agreed 
with the limiting it to 15, 
while Ray, Feely and Pepper 
disagreed. 

For more detailed infor-
mation about where can-
didates fall on the issues, 
check out Alexandria Times’ 
voter guide from the May 31 
issue, which is available on-
line and in print. The Demo-
cratic primary takes place on 
June 12.

- mschrott@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Twelve Democratic council candidates at the final debate before the Democratic Primary. The debate 
was hosted by the Alexandria Democratic Committee. 
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Citizens for Sensible Growth
A coalition of very concerned citizens

No Fooling
RE-ELECT

ALLISON SILBERBERG: Mayor
The freshest breath of air we have had in decades!

A woman who honestly represents the citizenry and their concerns,
A woman who developers do not want,

A woman who has opposed steep tax increases in all forms,
A woman who fights tooth and nail to keep our city affordable,

Who has been out-gunned by the Vice Mayor and others who have blindly followed him: 6 - 1.
She is the mayor of the small shopkeeper, the homeowner and of all of the

citizens who forever pay our city’s bills.

The incumbent members of our City Council: NOT ONE deserves your vote!
It seems the horsemen of the Apocalypse are not four but really six and have been lately seated as our 

City Council to oppose almost every initiative of our Mayor.

SIX AGAINST ONE
One for the citizens and affordability for the taxpayer and six for ever more taxes

and all the needs of developers.
NO tax increase upon the citizenry by this Council seems to have been too steep to bear.

NO special request by a developer has seemed unreasonable.
This Council seems to want to support everything EXCEPT the people who pay the City’s bills: the 

shopkeepers and the homeowners.
But, they do seem to want to vote themselves a pay raise!!

Do not reward a single incumbent of the City Council with your vote! NOT ONE!
They do not deserve it!

Instead for a fresh start vote for:
Feely, Hubbard, Ray, Seifeldein!

Re-elect ALLISON as Mayor BUT give her a completely new Council.

VOTE!
The June 12 Democratic Primary is very important.

“Everyone” includes all Independents and even possibly over 19,000 Republicans. Everyone can vote in 
any one of their Virginia primaries! Matters not Democrat or Republican.

EVERYONE!

Real Americans Vote!
DO IT!

VOTE!
Paid for by Citizens for Sensible Growth (PAC 12-01325). Not authorized by any candidate.
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Candidates neck-and-
neck in cash on hand
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The last campaign fi-
nance reports to be released 
before the Democratic pri-
mary on June 12 reveal that 
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
both outraised and outspent 
his opponent, incumbent 

Mayor Allison Silberberg, 
three-to-one in the second 
quarter of fundraising. 

This was a reversal from 
the first quarter of 2018, 
when Silberberg outraised 
Wilson,  $53,127 to $38,075. 

In quarter two, howev-
er, which spanned April 1 
to May 31, Wilson reported 
raising $96,232 in funding 

while Silberberg reported 
$31,949 – less than a third 
of that. 

In the same two-month 
period from the beginning 
of April to the end of May, 
Wilson also spent about 
three times as much as Sil-
berberg, his expenditures 
adding up to $126,845 and 
hers totaling $43,055.

Going into the prima-
ry, with all said and done, 
both candidates have about 
$30,000 left in cash on hand. 

When asked about being 
out-financed three-to-one 
by Wilson, Silberberg said 
she’d been out-financed 
in her last run for mayor 
against then incumbent 
Mayor Bill Euille and had 
still won that election. In 
2015, Euille spent nearly 
triple what Silberberg did 
in the primary election, and 
nearly double what she did 
in the general election.

Silberberg also cautioned 
against grouping in-kind 
contributions, which are 
donated goods and services, 
with cash fundraising. 

Of Wilson’s $96,232, 

the majority came from in-
kind contributions. Of the 
$45,667 in-kind donations, 
$20,000 was from Silver-
back Strategies and $20,000 
was from the National As-
sociation of Realtors. 

Excluding in-kind dona-
tions, the difference in the 
candidates’ quarter two fi-
nances is less stark, with 
cash contributions total-
ing $50,565 for Wilson and 
$30,130 for Silberberg.  This 
quarter, Wilson had 231 
donors, and Silberberg had 
206, excluding in-kind do-
nors. Wilson’s average cash 
contribution was $219 and 
Silberberg’s was $146.

“I’m grateful to all those AMY JACKSON
Democrat   for
Alexandria City Council

Your Voice for Alexandria with a Leader who Listens

www.AmyJacksonVA.com   |   Authorized by Friends of Amy Jackson

Our Inclusive Alexandria invests in our future: 
Our schools, public servants, our infrastructure, and our community. 

REPRIORITIZE  •  REVITALIZE  •  RECOMMIT

Vote for Amy Jackson on June 12
Endorsed by Alexandria Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, Alexandria Commonwealth’s  

Attorney Bryan Porter, and Former Candidate for VA Lieutenant Governor Gene Rossi
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FUNDS RAISED IN THE SECOND QUARTER

KEVIN DUNNE CANEK AGUIRRE WILLIE BAILEY*
ELIZABETH  

BENNETT-PARKER
JOHN  

CHAPMAN*
MATT FEELY DAK HARDWICK CHRIS HUBBARD

Cash on hand
3/31/18 $79 $7,927 $15,413 $19,133 $13,574 $46,353 $15,790 $5,000

Raised Q2
4/1/18-
5/31/18

$1,187 $10,763 $5,255 $27,347 $16,252 $8,837 $17,236 $2,025

Spent Q2
4/1/18-
5/31/18

$681 $4,454 $13,661 $31,838 $12,729 $32,310 $13,097 $4,932

Cash on hand 
5/31/18 $585 $14,237 $7,007 $14,641 $17,097 $22,881 $19,929 $2,092

Wilson outraises, outspends Silberberg in second quarter

SEE FINANCE | 21

*INCUMBENT

PART-TIME OFFICE MANAGER WANTED for the 
Alexandria Times, an award-winning weekly 

community newspaper. 
Hours range from 25 to 32 weekly with flexibility 

that could work around school schedules. 
Familiarity with Excel required and with 

accounting software like Quickbooks preferred. 
Salary $18 - $20/hour depending on experience.  

Send resumes to mstevens@alextimes.com

WORK WITH US!
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Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

AMY JACKSON DEL PEPPER* ROBERT RAY MO SEIFELDEIN
ALLISON  

SILBERBERG*+ MARK SHIFFER
PAUL 

SMEDBERG*
JUSTIN  

WILSON*+

Cash on hand
3/31/18 $8,160 $9,552 $2,510 $2,740 $40,939 $0 $11,724 $63,082

Raised Q2
4/1/18-
5/31/18

$21,375 $40,519 $23,100 $4,800 $31,949 $503 $9,570 $96,232

Spent Q2
4/1/18-
5/31/18

$11,883 $21,421 $8,284 $5,177 $43,055 $503 $3,464 $126,845

Cash on hand 
5/31/18 $17,652 $28,649 $17,326 $2,363 $29,833 $0 $17,830 $32,469

who have given,” Silber-
berg said. “I’m grateful, 
and we’re very focused on 
the last week, the last days 
of the campaign, and we’re 
asking everyone to … get 
out to vote and encourage 
their friends to vote.”

Wilson did not comment 
on out-financing Silber-
berg, but said the financial 
reports demonstrate the 
citywide support for his 
campaign.

“We’re very excited, just 
like each of the periods, in 
this race,” Wilson said on 
Tuesday. “We’ve gotten very 

broad base support from all 
over the city and significant 
amounts of contributions 
and very low average con-
tributions.  So we’re pretty 
excited, and we have the 
resources necessary to com-
pete in seven more days.” 

In the race for coun-
cil, the top fundraisers for 

quarter two were Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker with 
$27,347, Robert Ray with 
$23,100 and Amy Jackson 
with $21,375. 

Del Pepper’s account 
had the most funds raised 
in the second quarter at 
$40,519, however, $35,000 
was self-financed.

This quarter’s biggest 
spenders were Matt Feely 
with $32,310 and Ben-
nett-Parker with $31,838. 
Pepper was third with 
$21,421. All other can-
didates spent less than 
$14,000.

- mschrott@
alextimes.com 
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Spring Inspections 
Special  

$69.95 per system

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

itself to more back-and-forth be-
tween the candidates than pre-
vious forums. If either wanted a 
rebuttal, they were given it, and 
during the rebuttals, the claws 
came out – both from the candi-
dates and their supporters in the 
audience.

As he’s done at all of three 
mayoral debates and several 
candidate forums, Wilson re-
peatedly mentioned Silberberg’s 
lone dissenting votes against 
projects that have come before 
council in recent years and the 
consequences of those votes.

Silberberg, meanwhile, nee-
dled Wilson on ethics, zeroing in 
on his recent endorsement from 
the Sierra Club, several leaders 
of which gave him donations pri-
or to conducting their endorse-
ment process.

When Wilson brought up Sil-
berberg’s vote against the bud-
get, Silberberg argued that she 
“supported the city’s manager’s 

proposed budget which fully 
funded the superintendent’s re-
quest,” enunciating each word 
with a fist to the table.

Wilson challenged the claim, 
which she’s repeated several 
times at each debate, with a clar-
ification.

“I think we have to clarify 
this,” he said. “What the mayor 
is referring to is the superinten-
dent’s operating budget request, 
not the superintendent’s capital 
budget request. The city man-
ager’s proposed budget did not 
meet the superintendent’s cap-
ital budget request, which deals 
with facilities.”

When debate moderator Fenit 
Nirappil asked candidates about 
how they would fight for Alex-
andria to be an environmental 
leader, Wilson said he was proud 
to have received the endorse-
ment of the Sierra Club, which 
inspired one of the more memo-
rable responses of the debate.

“As far as the Sierra Club en-
dorsement, it’s a free county. 

This water bottle could endorse 
someone. I don’t care,” Silber-
berg said, spurring laughter 
from the audience. “The fact is 
… we have a very different en-
vironmental record. Just look at 
the record.”

“Two members of the Sierra 
Club board leadership had actu-
ally, we just learned, had given 
to my opponent long before the 
questionnaires even went out,” 
she continued, referencing do-
nations made by the local Sierra 
Club chapter’s Seth Heald and 
Pat Soriano.

During the debate, Wilson 
criticized Silberberg’s dissent-
ing vote in 2016 against Ram-
sey Homes, an affordable hous-
ing redevelopment project that 
council voted to loan an addi-
tional $1.6 million to recently.

“The mayor was, unfortu-
nately, in the minority on that, 
but caused that project to be 
delayed by an extended amount 
of time that added significant 
amounts of money to the cost of 

that project, depleting much of 
the new dedicated funds that we 
provided this year,” Wilson said.

“I wasn’t the only one to vote 
against it,” Silberberg said, “but 
the fact is that I voted against it 
because it wasn’t ready, and in 
the end, it was ready with the 
neighbors saying thumbs up. 
That’s what we want. Thumbs up 
from the neighbors.”

Wilson also accused Silber-
berg of voting against St. James 
Plaza and Jackson Crossing – 
both projects with affordable 
housing components – and re-
duced parking standards, which 
Wilson said incentivize afford-
able housing.

Throughout the debate, Sil-
berberg visibly grew increasing-
ly frustrated with Wilson’s rep-
resentation of her record.

“Don’t pervert the record. It’s 
really not worthy of it,” Silber-
berg said at one point. “I don’t 
distort your record. I don’t think 
you should distort mine.”

While Silberberg appeared to 
be mostly on the defensive, she 
did call into question Wilson’s 
initiative to limit the amount of 
speakers who are able to speak 
at the beginning of public hear-
ings. She also accused Wilson of 
not devoting the public speakers 
his full attention when on the 
dais.

“I put a huge value on listen-
ing to the people, and when I’m 
there on the dais, I’m totally fo-
cused,” Silberberg said. “Frank-
ly, my opponent has said publicly 
that he’s multitasking and that 
he’s fine with that, but when 
people spend time preparing a 
statement, and they’re nervous, 
we should give them all our at-
tention.”

 Silberberg’s comments un-
derscore the candidates’ dif-
ferent points of view on civic 
engagement. While Silberberg 
attends numerous ribbon cut-
tings, tree plantings and com-
munity gatherings around the 
city, Wilson is known to quick-
ly respond to constituents via 
email, Facebook and Twitter.

Those differences, however, 
just scratch the surface.

Different paths
Silberberg and Wilson’s differ-

ences begin with their journeys 
into local politics.

Silberberg, who has worked in 
politics and as a teacher and writ-
er, burst onto the scene during 
the 2012 election. Despite never 
having held elected office, she 
garnered the most votes of any 
council candidate and became 
vice mayor during former Mayor 
Bill Euille’s final term.

She decided to run for may-
or in 2015, joining former May-
or Kerry Donley in challengng 
Euille, a four-term incumbent, 
in the Democratic primary. The 
three-way race became bitter 
and contentious, and Silberberg 
narrowly defeated Euille. After 
losing the primary, Euille then 
launched a write-in campaign as 
an independent in the November 
general election. Silberberg easi-
ly won that contest by an almost 

two-to- one margin. 
Silberberg has attracted sup-

porters due to her practice of lis-
tening intently to individual resi-
dents’ concerns, hosting monthly 
coffee and “meet with the mayor” 
events and appearing at endless 
ribbon cuttings and charitable 
events. She’s also known for her 
6-1 dissenting votes on contro-
versial issues, including her votes 
in opposition to the 5.7-cent 2017 
tax increase and accompanying 
FY2018 budget, Karig Estates and 
reduced parking standards.

“I’m proud of the fact that I 
listen to the people, that I do en-
courage civic engagement,” Sil-
berberg said. “I want more civic 
engagement – it’s the people’s 
city.”

Wilson, a longtime IT pro-
fessional who is now senior di-
rector of vendor and contract 
management at Amtrak, became 
the youngest member of council 
when he was elected in a special 
election in 2007 at age 29. He lost 
his first re-election bid in 2009 

when former Councilors Frank 
Fannon, a Republican, and Alicia 
Hughes, an independent, ascend-
ed to the dais. Before Wilson and 
Councilor Tim Lovain, who also 
lost in 2009, left council, they 
voted to move local elections 
from the spring to the fall.

Wilson kept working on local 
boards and commissions while 
out of elective office, and, in 
2011, announced he would run 
again in 2012.  Wilson said losing 
was a formative experience for 
him.

“I always say the best thing 
that ever happened was losing in 
2009. … It allowed me to put con-
text around what I was doing and 
how I was doing it,” Wilson said.

The 2012 council contest, held 
in the fall for the first time, co-
incided with a presidential elec-
tion and resulted in a Demo-
cratic sweep as Wilson regained 
the seat he had lost three years 
prior. After running for re-elec-
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We’re here to be a 
government for the 
people and so, if I’m 

fighting for Alexandria, 
part of what that 

means is the conditions 
that go into these 

development proposals 
need to protect the 
residents and the 

businesses. We’re here 
for the people – it’s 

about public service.”
– Allison Silberberg

While I’m here, I want 
to make an impact 

and I want to actually 
help leave a mark on 
what I think will be a 

better community. That 
means stirring things 
up sometimes, that 

means raising issues 
that sometimes aren’t 

popular and sometimes 
things fail. That’s OK, 

but I’m trying not to take 
up space. I’m trying to 
leave a mark and that’s 

always been the way I’ve 
approached this job.”

– Justin Wilson
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tion in 2015, he gained the 
most votes of his council 
colleagues and became vice 
mayor.

Wilson has gained sup-
porters, in part, due to his 
command of the budget, 
data and his in-depth under-
standing of a wide range of 
city issues, down to minute 
details. He is also known for 
his quick responses to resi-
dents’ inquiries, whether it’s 
through email or on social 
media.

“I would hope that even 
with people who disagree 
with me on every issue will 
find that I’m always acces-
sible,” Wilson said. “I will 
answer everyone and talk 
to everyone and engage ev-
eryone. I’ll tell them what I 
feel and I want to hear what 
they feel. That doesn’t al-

ways mean we’re going to 
agree, but I think the public 
deserves a full airing out of 
these issues.”

Wilson and Silberberg’s 
conflicting approaches have 
been evident on a wide range 
of issues.

Embattled colleagues
Though it wasn’t the first 

issue the two clashed over, 
Silberberg and Wilson no-
tably sparred in early 2017 
over Wilson’s proposal to 
limit the number of public 
speakers at the beginning 
of council’s monthly public 
hearings. 

Silberberg called Wilson’s 
proposal “anti-democrat-
ic,” while Wilson countered 
that it protected the speak-
ers who were at the meeting 
to speak about items on the 
agenda.

The two, throughout the 

course of 2017, were also at 
odds over the proposed Old 
Town business improvement 
district. While there was 
no vote on the proposal it-
self, Wilson supported the 
concept, while Silberberg 
opposed it. Silberberg has 
prodded Wilson on the sub-
ject during her re-election 
campaign, saying in debates 
and in her campaign mailers 
that he was the BID’s prima-
ry proponent, which Wilson 
has denied.

Silberberg voted against 
Wilson’s proposal during the 
FY2018 budget cycle to in-
crease the property tax by 5.7 
cents to $1.13 per assessed 
value, supporting City Man-
ager Mark Jinks’ proposed 
2.7-cent tax increase. Wil-
son has criticized her ensu-
ing vote against the overall 
budget, saying the 2.7-cent 
tax increase wouldn’t have 

fully funded Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ capital im-
provement program. 

The candidates have dif-
fered on a number of pro-
posed developments, in-
cluding Karig Estates off 
of Seminary Road and a 
138-unit upscale condo de-
velopment on Main Line 
Boulevard in Potomac Yard. 
Silberberg also cast the lone 
dissenting vote on the pro-
posal to revise parking stan-
dards, which reduced park-
ing requirements for new 
businesses. In 2013, Wilson 
supported the elimination 
of dedicated dollars in the 
budget for the open space 
fund, a change opposed by 
Silberberg. 

If their differences hadn’t 
been made apparent already, 
the candidates have left no 
doubt as to where they stand 
in the months leading up to 

June 12. Recently, they have 
disagreed on whether to 
provide dedicated funding 
in the budget for affordable 
housing, which Silberberg 
supports but Wilson oppos-
es. Wilson and Councilor 
Willie Bailey both proposed 
plans to increase the meals 
tax by 1 percent, but Bailey’s 
plan dedicated the fund-
ing to affordable housing 
while Wilson’s would have 
gone into the general cap-
ital improvements budget. 
Bailey’s plan passed by a 4-3 
vote with Silberberg voting 
in favor and Wilson voting 
against. 

The two are also on oppo-
site sides of whether to con-
solidate the Old Town and 
Parker-Gray boards of archi-
tectural review, with Wil-
son favoring consolidation 

Burgundy Farm Country Day School | 3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria, VA  
703.329.6968 | www.burgundyfarm.org | www.facebook.com/burgundyfarm

Congratulations, Class of 2018!
We’re so proud of our graduates!

This fall, Burgundy’s Class of 2018  
will attend high school at:

Bethesda-Chevy Chase, Bishop O’Connell,  
Collège du Léman (Switzerland), Burke, Edison,  
Episcopal, Flint Hill, Georgetown Day, Gonzaga,  
Justice, Madeira, Maret, McDonough (Maryland),  

National Cathedral, Rock Ridge, St. Andrew’s  
School (Delaware), St. George’s Independent  
School (Georgia), St. Paul’s (New Hampshire),  

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, Sidwell, T.C. Williams

Your child could be a Burgundy graduate too —  
space is available in some of this fall’s classes!  

Call 703.329.6968 to schedule a tour or  
learn more at www.burgundyfarm.org.
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and Silberberg advocating 
for keeping the Parker-Gray 
board, in a historically black 
neighborhood, separate. The 
topic has not as of yet been 
scheduled for a vote. 

The two have often found 
strengths in what the other 
paints as weaknesses.

Silberberg, though crit-
icized for lone dissenting 
votes on a number of issues, 
said most of council’s votes 
are unanimous. When she 
winds up voting alone, Sil-
berberg said it’s from con-
viction that council is mak-
ing the wrong decision. 

“I don’t go into the meet-
ing knowing everything – 
that’s not right. I’m here to 
really listen and you see me 
taking notes and I’m not 
doing anything else during 
the meeting. I’m just in the 
moment, totally in the mo-
ment, trying to discern what 
the right answer is and try-
ing to find a way forward 
and we often do,” Silberberg 
said. “But it’s better to get 
something done right than 
just get it done for the sake 
of saying you got it done – 
because the city’s going to 
have to live with it for a long 
time.” 

Wilson, though criticized 
for his heated reactions on 
the dais, said his emotion 
comes from a place of pas-
sion for the direction of the 
city. 

“I care about this stuff, 
I’m very passionate about it 
and I live and breathe it, so 
I’m certainly going to get 
emotional about topics that 
I care about and that I’m 
excited about,” Wilson said. 
“I try to do so respectfully; 
I think I’ve been relatively 
successful at doing that. It 
doesn’t mean I’m always go-
ing to agree with everyone.” 

Parallel narratives 

Throughout their run 
for the Democratic mayoral 
nomination, Silberberg and 
Wilson have touted a number 
of victories, many indicating 
different visions for the city.

Silberberg has highlight-
ed her statement on inclu-
siveness, her creation of a 
clergy council, the city’s 
steps toward fixing all four 
of its combined sewer out-
falls ahead of the state’s 
mandated deadline and her 
efforts toward securing 
state funding for the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Authority. 

Wilson counts as victo-
ries his measures toward 
funding Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ operating 
and capital budgets, both 
through his proposed 5.7-
cent increase in 2017 and 
through his proposal to 
create a joint city-schools 
facilities task force, which 
presented its findings on 
increasing efficiency and 
maximizing cost savings to 
city council early this year. 

A common criticism of 
Silberberg is that her reso-
lutions, including the state-
ment on inclusiveness and 
a recently passed resolution 
advocating for gun reform, 
are not enforcable actions. 
Silberberg said the inclu-
siveness statement she initi-
ated showed where Alexan-
dria stood as a city, both to 
individuals and companies, 
like Amazon, who shortlist-
ed locations within city lim-
its for its HQ2. 

“People are very nervous 
right now across the coun-
try. There’s a culture of fear, 
but in our city I’m trying to 
create a culture of inclusive-
ness and comfort and joy and 
compassion and to increase 
our sense of community and 
resilience and part of that is 
putting a stake in the ground 
and saying ‘This is who we 
are,’” Silberberg said. 

Silberberg and city resi-
dents have criticized the 5.7-
cent increase put forward 
by Wilson. Wilson counters 
that making difficult deci-
sions now will help taxpay-
ers save in the long run. 

“My big push has been 
trying to maintain that state 
of good repair, both in mu-
nicipal facilities, our sewers, 
our roads, our sidewalks, our 
broadband infrastructure,” 
Wilson said. That’s been my 
focus and it’s also a hidden 
debt – last year, we had $500 
million in unfunded capi-
tal investments. Construc-
tion goes up five percent 
per year. Every year, that’s 
an increase sitting on our 
balance sheet and we bor-
row 2.1 percent a year. We 
can borrow and tackle that 
stuff at 2.1 percent or we can 
wait and spend 5 percent per 
year.” 

Though their visions on 
what an ideal city looks like 
vary, they both say they’re 
striving toward a better ver-

sion of Alexandria.

A better city 
While the candidates 

have made their distinct vi-
sions for Alexandria clear, 
the two have also empha-
sized that their intention 
is to make an impact while 
they’re serving.

For Silberberg, that comes 
in the form of resident out-
reach and championing liv-
ability concerns. For Wilson, 
that comes in the form of 
building coalitions on coun-
cil and creating a path for-
ward for good policy.

Silberberg said, if 
re-elected, she intends to 
keep pushing against devel-
opments that encroach upon 
quality of life and to contin-
ue listening to the public.

“We’re here to be a gov-
ernment for the people and 
so, if I’m fighting for Alexan-
dria, part of what that means 
is the conditions that go into 
these development proposals 
need to protect the residents 

and the businesses,” Silber-
berg said. “We’re here for the 
people – it’s about public ser-
vice.” 

Wilson said, if elected, he 
plans to continue to push for 
smart development and build 
consensus on council toward 
projects that can make a dif-
ference. 

“While I’m here, I want to 
make an impact and I want to 
actually help leave a mark on 
what I think will be a better 
community. That means stir-
ring things up sometimes, 
that means raising issues 
that sometimes aren’t pop-
ular and sometimes things 
fail,” Wilson said. “That’s 
OK, but I’m trying not to take 
up space. I’m trying to leave 
a mark and that’s always 
been the way I’ve approached 
this job and, if the voters like 
that approach, I’ll keep on 
doing it.” 

Voters will choose be-
tween Silberberg and Wilson 
for mayor in the Democratic 
primary on June 12.

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301  •   www.ILSAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades JK - 8th

Immanuel Lutheran School congratulates our 2018 graduates and 
wishes them the very best in their next academic ventures!
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Taste of Del Ray

Junction 
Bakery & 

Bistro took 
home both 

the first place 
People's 

Choice award 
and third 

place Judges' 
award for 

their Cuban 
Sandwich, 
created by 

Junction chef 
Alex McClen-

aghan, far 
right. 

PHOTO/MISSY 
SCHROTT

The Happy 
Tart served 
crepes 
topped with 
bacon and 
displayed an 
assortment 
of colorful 
cupcakes at 
the 10th an-
nual Taste 
of Del Ray.

PHOTO/MISSY 
SCHROTT

PHOTO/DEB RILEY
Left: Swing's Coffee Roasters served Bourbon 
Barrel Aged (nitro) Cold Brew, which received 
an honorable mention from the judges.
Above: The Salmon Poke from Keizen received a 
second place Judges' award. PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Del Ray Café 
served chou-
quettes with 

chocolate 
and raspber-

ry sauces, 
along with 

two cold 
soups — 
tomato 

and corn. 
They were 

awarded first 
place by the 

judges. 

PHOTO/DEB RILEY

Though forced to relocate to the Mt. 
Vernon Rec Center due to inclement 
weather, the Del Ray Business Associ-
ation still welcomed hungry guests at 
the 10th Annual Taste of Del Ray food 
festival on Sunday.

The lively competition, which takes 
place each June, aims to showcase the 
vibrancy and diversity of Del Ray’s food 
scene. This year, 16 restaurants stepped 
up to the plate, showcasing their best 
dishes to a sold-out crowd. 

French favorite Del Ray Café took 
home the first place Judges’ Choice 
Prize with their entry: chouquettes with 
raspberry and chocolate dipping sauces 

and two cold soups — tomato and corn.
Junction Bakery & Bistro, on the 

other hand, won the hearts of attend-
ees with their cubano sandwich, taking 
home the first place People’s Choice 
Award. Other winners included Pork 
Barrel BBQ, Northside 10, Kaizen Tav-
ern and Swing’s Coffee Roasters.

This year’s judges were Mary Wad-
land of The Zebra, Beth Lawton of Alex-
andria Living Magazine and Deb Riley 
of the Alexandria Times.

Proceeds from Taste of Del Ray tick-
et sales will be used to fund neighbor-
hood events in the future.

- mhunt@alextimes.com
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PETS

BY KIM GILLIAM

June is a popular month 
for pet adoption.  People 
looking for a new canine 
companion realize that this 
is a great time of year to find 
someone to enjoy the great 
outdoors with.  It is also the 
height of “kitten season” 
when shelters are teeming 
with kitties of all shapes, siz-
es and colors.

Any pet, regardless of 
age, breed or circumstance, 
will experience a period of 
adjustment as they settle 
into their new home. Here 
are some ways you can help.

Take it slow
Even the most outgo-

ing of animals will be shy 
in a new place. It’s normal 
for your new kitty or pup to 
seem skittish and scared. 
Don’t rush it. Spend one-on-
one time letting them get to 
know you, other family mem-
bers and their surroundings 
as they explore the home at 
their own pace.  Try not to 
over-stimulate them during 
the first few days; if they 
come up to you for attention, 
by all means, be as affection-
ate as they seem comfortable 
with. 

However, don’t let them 
practice any bad habits. You 
need to set the house rules 

from day one and reward 
good behaviors with praise 
or treats.  Just remember to 
keep things calm and posi-
tive.

Give them space
While it’s tempting to 

smother your furry compan-
ion with love, it’s important 
to give them independence. 
Make them as comfortable as 
possible by setting up a bed or 

safe spot where they can re-
treat when tired or stressed. 
Spend time learning to read 
their body language. Wheth-
er they’re excited or scared, 
unsure or playful, there is 
huge value to tuning into 
your pet’s reactions to differ-
ent situations. 

Don’t feel that you need 
to introduce them to friends 
and family right away; make 
sure they are comfortable in 

your home first. If they show 
any discomfort with having 
strangers over, give them the 
option to retreat.

Dedicate bonding time
Cuddle time, grooming 

and play are powerful ways 
to bond with your new pet.  
If they aren’t in the mood 
for snuggles, brushing or 
games, try giving them 
something to do on their 

own by offering a treat-dis-
pensing toy or puzzle game. 
Becoming the provider of 
awesome things is a simple 
way to build trust. Training 
is another great way to bond 
with a new dog while help-
ing them gain confidence 
and learn new skills.

Be prepared for appe-
tite/stomach issues

Stress or sudden dietary 
changes can cause diarrhea 
in new pets.  If you decide to 
switch their food, you’ll want 
to do so over a few days by 
mixing the new in with the 
old until fully transitioned.  
Shy or anxious animals may 
lose their appetite in a new 
environment; it may take a 
few days before they’re com-
fortable enough to eat a nor-
mal meal.  If they are other-
wise healthy, don’t worry too 
much – just give them time 
to adapt. 

You can offer a piece of 
high value food, such as 
chicken or tuna; if they’ll 
readily eat this, then they’re 
likely just going through an 
adjustment period.

Find your new routine
Pets thrive on routine. 

Do your best to have set 
times of day when you feed, 

Helping adopted pets transition to their new home

FILE PHOTO
Patience is key to helping a new pet settle in their new home. Play time and cuddle time are powerful ways 
to bond with your pet, however, if they are not in the mood — or if they're still shy — give them something 
to do on their own, such as a toy. 

SEE PETS | 33
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Standout production 
arrives just in time for 
Pride Month
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Bravo to The Little The-
atre of Alexandria for their 
bold choice of “The Nance.”  
Opening just in time for 
Pride Month, this little gem 
tells the story of a perform-
er who plays a gay performer 
and who is actually gay.  

Just for context, in 1930s 
New York, with Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia and the League of 
Decency in control, being gay 
was cause for prosecution.  
These were fraught times 
for gay people both in public 
and in the theatre, where fre-
quent police raids terrorized 
performers and foreshadowed 
the demise of burlesque.  

If you think that sounds 
far-fetched, Alexandria had 
a Blue Law still on the books 
in the 1980s that forbade 
homosexuals from being 
waiters.  Former Mayor Jim 
Moran struck it when a res-
ident threatened to sue a 

King Street restaurant that 
had pencil drawings of nude 
males on the wall.

“The Nance,” the three-
time Tony Award-winning 
play, taped by PBS for its “Live 
From Lincoln Center” series, 

is enjoying its first D.C.-area 
production.  It stars Chuck 
Dluhy as Chauncey Miles, an 
endearingly elegant elder-
ly “nance” whose mincing 
ways in comic musical paro-
dies with stage sidekick and 

straight man, Efram (Jack B. 
Stein), are packing them in at 
the Irving Theatre in Green-
wich Village.  

As is his nightly habit, 
Chauncey is cruising the tal-
ent at Horn & Hardart’s, a gay 
pickup spot, when he meets 
the handsome Ned (John Paul 
Odle).  Young Ned has been 
on the streets since he left his 
wife for the gay life.  Chaunc-
ey, thinking him “trade,” in-
vites him home for a quickie.  
But complications arise when 
Ned falls in love with his foot-
loose benefactor.   

On the marquee with 
Chauncey are strippers Syl-
vie (Charlene Sloan), Joan 
(Danielle Comer) and Car-
men (Janice Rivera), whose 
risqué bumps and grinds are 
also being targeted by May-
or LaGuardia and his moral-
ity police.  The girls know 
there are spies in the audi-
ence and warn Chauncey to 
tone down the “pansy” stuff 
so they can keep their jobs.  
“Don’t camp it up!”  they 
plead.  But Chauncey’s not 
alarmed.  He calls himself a 
conservative, hates President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, thinks 

all liberals are Commies and 
that LaGuardia is just on a 
temporary tear awaiting his 
re-election – until the night 
the theater gets raided and 
Chauncey winds up beaten, 
bloodied and in jail.

Frank D. Shutts II has 
assembled a terrifically ca-
pable cast, though I was 
particularly captivated by 
Dluhy’s strong performance 
on par with that of original 
cast member Nathan Lane 
– shtick for shtick – replete 
with eyerolls, double takes 
and pratfalls.  That’s no 
small feat. 

A five-piece band pro-
vides bada-bing-bada-booms 
for the strippers, who are 
sometimes center stage but 
can also be seen spotlight-
ed while stripping off to the 
side, thanks to the clever 
three-sided revolving set de-
sign by Dan Remmers.  A se-
rious hat tip to Ken and Patti 
Crowley’s lighting that con-
ceives the show-within-a-
show as beyond the confines 
of the stage, as well as the 
property design by Kirstin 
Apker for the hilarious per-
sonality switcheroo machine 
and so much more. 

The play also stars both 
Sarah Gale and Sarah Holt as 
Rose, the wardrobe mistress.  
Music direction is provided 
by Christopher A. Tomasino, 
choreography by Stefan Sit-
tig and conducting by Mat-
thew Popkin.

Kudos to LTA!

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 
and culture. Visit her web-
site at www.whiskandquill.

com or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.

ARTS
The Little Theatre’s ‘The Nance’ impresses with talented cast 

PHOTO/MATT  LIPTAK
Chuck Dluhy as Chauncey Miles, an endearingly elegant elderly "nance."

Run dates: Through June 23 
Where: The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.  
For tickets and information: 
703.683.0496 or  
www.thelittletheatre.com.

IF YOU GO
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VISIT ALEXANDRIA SUMMER 
SOCIAL Visit Alexandria’s annu-
al summer social takes place at 
Founders Hall, Old Town’s exciting 
new co-working space. The event will 
highlight what’s hot in Alexandria this 
summer, including a preview of the 
King Street Corridor Initiative. There 
will be networking as well as food from 
Mia’s Italian Kitchen, Virtue Feed & 
Grain and Vola’s Dockside Grill. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. and a short program 
starts at 6 p.m. The cost is $15 for 
members and $35 for non-members. 
Time: 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Location: Founders Hall, 106 N. Lee 
St.
Information: ALXSummer2018.
eventbrite.com

JUNE 8 

AFTER WORK CONCERT SERIES 
– CIGAR BOX STRING BAND 
Head to Old Town the second Friday of 
every month for a concert sponsored 
by The Folklore Society of Greater 
Washington and The Office of Historic 
Alexandria. Locations will rotate 
between the Murray-Dick-Fawcett 
House, Lloyd House and The Lyceum, 
Alexandria’s History Museum. The 
second concert, Friday, June 8 will be 
held at the Murray-Dick-Fawcett House 
and will move to Lloyd House if there 
is rain. The Cigar Box String Band 
plays old-time string band music on 
banjo, fiddle, harmonica, bass, bones, 
washboard and suitcase.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Murray-Dick-Fawcett House, 
517 Prince St.

Information: 703-746-4994

CAPTAIN AMERICA CIVIL WAR 
AT SUMMER SUNSET MOVIE 
NIGHTS Come for the fun and 
adventure of the outdoor movies every 
Friday night in June. This week’s show 
is “Captain America: Civil War” at the 
Mt. Vernon RECenter. Both the movie 
and parking is free. Bring your blanket, 
beach chairs or even a picnic dinner. 
The fun starts at 7 p.m. The movie will 
start at sunset.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon RECenter, 
2017 Belle View Blvd.
Information: www.ZelsmanPowers-
Group.com 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT BIRTH-
DAY PICNIC Celebrate world-re-
nowned American architect  Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s birthday at the only 
Wright house open to visitors in the 
D.C. region — the small and magnifi-
cent Pope-Leighey House. This house 
is the perfect example of one of 
Wright’s “Usonian” style homes that he 
began designing in the 1930s. As we 
come to the end of a celebration year 
for Wright’s 150th birthday this June 8, 
visit Pope-Leighey House for a special 
birthday picnic and party fundraiser in 
the evening. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Pope-Leighey House, 9000 
Richmond Highway
Information: woodlawnpopeleighey.org

ART ON THE VINE 2018 Part 
global wine tour, part fine art tour, 
Art on the Vine features a seven-day 
online auction of artwork by the Art 
League’s esteemed faculty of artists. 
Attend the kick-off wine-tasting party 
and the “Artwork Unveiling & First Bid” 

on Friday, June 8. Tickets are $45 
until May 25, and then $55. Each 
ticket includes event admission, the 
opportunity to see all of the artwork in 
person, access to the silent auction, a 
souvenir wine glass, eight redeemable 
wine tasting tags and one full pour 
“coin,” and a complementary light 
buffet. The auction, ticket sales and a 
portion of the wine and food sales all 
raise money to benefit the Art League 
and its programs. Tickets are limited, 
so be sure to purchase early.
Time: 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 105 
N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780

15 ANNUAL FOSTERING THE 
FUTURE GALA You have brains 
in your head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself in any 
direction you choose, so please join 
us at “Up, Up, and Away – Oh the 
Places They’ll Go” benefiting The Fund 
for Alexandria’s Child. This fabulous 
annual event features entertainment, 
hors d’oeuvres, open bar, dancing, 
chances to win, both a silent and live 
auction and more. Tickets range from 
$65 to $85. Your attendance will help 
to support The Fund for Alexandria’s 
Child’s mission of helping foster 
children and those at-risk of abuse 
and neglect to share the formative 
life experiences most children today 
take for granted. We go beyond what 
the foster care system can provide to 
ensure that children in crisis can enjoy 
the enriching opportunities in life, such 
as music lessons, sports, field trips, 
birthday gifts, yearbooks, summer 
camp, outings with family and more. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Sheraton Suites Old Town 
Alexandria, 801 N. St. Asaph St.

Information: 501auctions.com/foster-
ingthefuture

JUNE 9

CIVIL WAR CAMP DAY Civil War 
reenactors will interpret soldier and 
civilian life in camps, present infantry 
and artillery drills and firing demon-
strations. The event also includes 
equipment displays, life in the 
reconstructed Officers’ Hut and fort 
tours. Program is weather dependent. 
Suggested donation is $2 per person 
or $5 per family. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & Histor-
ic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

SEVENTH ANNUAL D-DAY COM-
MEMORATION Celebrate the 74th 
anniversary of D-Day with the Alexan-
dria-Caen Sister Cities Committee. The 
program will include WWII reenactors, 
vehicles and static displays; period 
music from “Blue Jazz” along with 
swing dancing on Market Square and 
an official remembrance ceremony 
with Alexandria elected officials. Chil-
dren are encouraged to attend and all 
activities are free.
Time: 2:30 to 5 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: alexandriacaen.word-
press.com

THE GENERAL’S TOUR – WALK-
ING TOUR OF ROBERT E. LEE 
SITES Take a guided walking tour 
of Robert E. Lee sites in Alexandria’s 
Historic Old Town. The tour will high-
light locations and stories associated 
with the complicated legacy of the Con-
federate general’s life in Alexandria, 
his hometown from the age of five and 
residence of his “earliest and oldest 
friends.” The tour will last approxi-
mately 90 minutes. Participants are 
encouraged to wear comfortable shoes 
and bring water.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.

Information: 703-548-1789

WINE ON THE WATER Enjoy excep-
tional wine, delicious charcuterie, steel 
drums, handcrafted wooden boats and 
a magnificent array of silent and live 
auctions – all on Old Town’s beautiful 
waterfront. All proceeds benefit the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation, whose 
mission is to improve the lives of 
young people through adult mentoring, 
project-based learning and the craft 
of wooden boat building. ASF provides 
the career, educational and life skills 
necessary to become responsible, 
successful citizens. Tickets are $85 
early bird and $100 at the door.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 0 Thompson Alley, between 
Founder’s Park and Blackwall Hitch
Information: 703-778-0977

"WE LOVE OLD TOWN” CLEAN-
UP DAY The “We Love Old Town” 
group was formed to partner with local 
business owners and city staff to help 
keep Old Town clean, attractive and 
well-maintained.  Activities focus on 
identifying crumbling, loose or missing 
bricks, identifying tree wells in need of 
mulch or sprucing up, picking up trash 
and litter and other clean-up tasks.  
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: King Street Gardens, 1806 
King St.
Information: www.weloveoldtown.com; 
703-625-2428.

JUNE 10

BOOK SIGNING: FORMER 
CIA OFFICER DUANE EVANS 
Former CIA officer and local author 
Duane Evans will be presenting and 
signing copies of his book “Foxtrot in 
Kandahar: A Memoir of a CIA Officer 
in Afghanistan at the Inception of 
America’s Longest War.” This is the 
true story of veteran CIA officer Evans’ 
unexpected journey from the pristine 
halls of Langley to the badlands of 
southern Afghanistan. Hours after 

SEE CALENDAR | 32

The mission of Volunteer Alexandria, a 501 (C) 3,  
non-profit agency is to build a better community  
by inspiring and mobilizing people to volunteer. 
Call 703-836-2176 or visit www.VolunteerAlexandria.org

Waterfront Park
Prince Street, 

Old Town Alexandria
robert@

robertray4council.org

Livability
Education

Community

ROBERT
RAY

CITY COUNCIL 2018
Vote Democrat June 12

robert@
robertray4council.org

Livability
Education

Community
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/COURTESY
This one-bedroom condo at the Monarch has an open floor 
plan, a kitchen with granite counters, an oversized master 
bedroom and a walk-in closet.

This fabulous location in 
North Old Town is the perfect 
oasis in the city. The large 
one-bedroom condo at The 
Monarch has an open and in-
viting floor plan that feels 
luxurious. The kitchen with 
granite counters is ideal for en-
tertaining or everyday living; 
the oversized master and walk-
in closet is a welcome retreat 
at the end of the day. Multiple 
closets and the in-unit washer 
and dryer round out the home. 

The building boasts plen-
tiful amenities. Use the work 
space for a day away from the 
office, host a movie night in 
the entertainment center, 
lounge with friends and play 
a game of pool in the party 
room, get in a workout at the 
gym, enjoy the warm summer 
breezes while overlooking Al-
exandria from the rooftop deck 
or sit and relax in the gardens. 

The unit includes one ga-
rage parking space, allowing 
you to take advantage of the 
nearby attractions. North Old 
Town offers the sought-after, 
easy, walkable lifestyle with 
coffee shops, restaurants, 
shopping, a city recreation 
center, pool and Braddock 
Road Metro mere steps from 
your front door.

Address: 525 N. Fayette St 
#315, Alexandria 22314
Location: Old Town 
Alexandria
Neighborhood: The Monarch
Price: $385,000

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1
Contact: Jen Walker, 703-
675-1566, jen@jenwalker.
com, www.jenwalker.com,  
McEnearney Associates, Inc.

Urban oasis in North Old Town

8 tips to style the  
perfect bookshelf
BY AMY RUTHERFORD

Built-in bookshelves are a 
blessing in disguise.  We love 
them for holding our books, 
family photos and mementos,  
however, they can be difficult 
to style.  

How many times have you 
been equally excited and ter-
rified at the prospect of brand 
new built-in bookshelves?  Or 
bookshelves in general? Fear 
no longer, for these eight 
styling tips will give you 
guidance and eliminate some 
of the guess work.  

As you read these, keep 
in mind that there is never a 
right or wrong answer when it 
comes to your personal style.  
If you follow these guidelines 
and include what you love, 
then the rest will come natu-
rally.  And if it doesn’t, then 
walk away and sleep on it.  
When you return, inspiration 
will hit you, I promise

Start with a blank slate.  
When you don’t have any 
preconceived notions about 
where things have to go, 
then the world is your oys-
ter.  Don’t rush and don’t get 

Page-turning home décor

SEE B0OKSHELVES | 31

A bright pop of 
color or a fun 
pattern in the 
back of your 
shelves is a sure 
way to make 
them stand out. 
You can either 
paint the color 
or use wallpaper 
to pack an even 
bigger punch.

FILE PHOTO
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frustrated with the process.  
It’s supposed to be a fun and 
creative outlet.  

Consider a bright pop 
of color or a fun pat-
tern in the back of 
your shelves.  
If you have a coastal in-
spired living room, then 
consider painting the backs 
of your built-in shelves with 
a “pop” of coastal color.  
Also entertain the idea of 
wallpaper: it packs an even 
bigger punch.  

Add in the books by 
stacking them hor-
izontally as well as 
vertically.  
This add visual interest 
and oftentimes a platform 
on which you can place 
treasures. How you orga-
nize your books is up to 
you.  Some people like to 
color-code, others like to 
organize by subject, and 
still others like to organize 
by size.  There is no wrong 
answer as long as you stay 
consistent with your theme.  

Keep in mind the prop-
er scale.  
This is really important.  
Do not have too many tiny 
things.  Your shelves will 
look cluttered and you won’t 
be able to see anything from 
far away.  That doesn’t mean 
you can’t have a few small 
items.  Just be sure to vary 
the sizes to keep the shelves 
visually interesting.

It’s important to vary 
the heights of the ob-
jects as well.  
One way to vary height is to 
work in pyramids, moving 
from low to high and back 
down again.  Also think in 
threes or fives.  Tall, medi-
um and short items group 
together nicely.

Bookshelves are a 
great place to display 

collections.  
Sprinkle them in or clump 
them all together, it’s up to 
you.  

Use art to add height 
in your shelves by 

leaning or hanging 
them in the back.  
This also adds another layer 
of dimension.  You can also 
hang the art in front of the 
shelves, adding another kind 
of dimension and interest.  

HOMES 
BOOKSHELVES FROM | 30

IRON CODE #4

Website Design
& Development

Hosting
& Maintenance

Online
Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

PHOTO/RASHMI PAPPU
When organizing a bookshelf, remember to vary the heights of the 
objects. Do not display too many tiny things or your shelves will look 
cluttered. 

The Nance                               6/2-6/23

It’s 1930s New York, a time 
when it was easy to play gay 
but dangerous to be gay.  A 
proud comedy set in the days 
of Vaudeville and Burlesque. 

D.C. area premiere!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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he watched the horrors of 9/11 
unfold during a chance visit to 
FBI headquarters, Evans began a 
personal and relentless quest to 
become part of the U.S. response 
against al-Qa’ida. This memoir tracks 
his efforts to join one of CIA’s elite 
teams bound for Afghanistan, a 
journey that eventually took him first 
to Pakistan as part of the advanced 
element of CIA’s Echo team support-
ing Hamid Karzai and then to the 
front lines in Afghanistan as leader 
of the under-resourced and often 
overlooked Foxtrot team.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

JUNE 11

FREE WINE TASTING WITH 
MEG BIRAM Go to a happy 
hour and wine tasting with wine 
consultant Meg Biram for a little 
wine education, a lot of wine and 
even more fun. This may come as 
a surprise, but the wine industry 
is full of dirty chemicals. If you’ve 
been buying the same type of wine 
from the same brand for years and 
it always tastes the same, then 
something is wrong. Chemicals, addi-
tives and added sugar get added to 
wine to keep it consistent year after 
year. During this happy hour, taste 
five different types of clean-crafted 
Scout & Cellar wine from around 
the world. These wines have zero 
added chemicals and the grapes 
are grown naturally with no synthetic 
pesticides or added sugar. Biram 
is an established full-time blogger, 
wine rep, consultant, entrepreneur 
and artist. She has been blogging 
for over 10 years, and has launched 
multiple successful businesses from 
her blog, megbiram.com.  
Time: 6 to 7 p.m.
Location: AR Workshop, 107 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information:arworkshop.com/alex-
andria/events/winetasting

JUNE 15

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING 
AT SUMMER SUNSET MOVIE 
NIGHTS Come for the fun and ad-
venture of the outdoor movies every 
Friday night in June. This week’s 
show is “Spider-Man: Homecoming” 
at Mt. Vernon RECenter. Both the 
movie and the parking is free. Bring 
your blanket, beach chairs or even 
a picnic dinner. The fun starts at 
7 p.m. and the movie will start at 
sunset. 
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon RECenter, 
2017 Belle View Blvd.
Information: www.ZelsmanPowers-
Group.com

JUNE 16

FAMILY DIG DAY Assist Alexan-

dria Archaeology at a public dig. The 
dig day includes an introduction to 
the history and archaeology of the 
Shuter’s Hill Site, a site tour and the 
opportunity to sift through excavated 
soil and assist with artifact pro-
cessing. $10 per person. Children 
under 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Fee is non-refundable. 
Space is limited and reservations are 
required. 
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Shuter’s Hill Site at the 
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Dr.
Information: 703-746-4399

JUNE 16 AND 17

ALEXANDRIA HISTORIC 
BREWERIES WALKING TOUR 
& TASTING Join Alexandria’s 
Historic Breweries author, Garrett 
Peck, and Portner Brewhouse 
co-founder, Catherine Portner, on a 
guided walking tour around Old Town 
Alexandria exploring the foundations 
of local brewing. The tour includes 
highlights from the print brochure, a 
Portner Brewhouse sponsored beer 
sampling and culminates at one of 
Alexandria’s current hop stops. Each 
tour will feature local homebrewers 
that are interested in your feedback 
as part of Portner Brewhouse’s Craft 
Beer Test Kitchen.
Time: 2 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House, 323 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 571-312-0243

JUNE 22

THOR: RAGNAROK AT SUM-
MER SUNSET MOVIE NIGHTS 
Come for the fun and adventure 
of the outdoor movies every Friday 
night in June. This week’s show is 
“Thor: Ragnarok” at the Mt. Vernon 
RECenter. Both the movie and the 
parking are free. Bring your blanket, 
beach chairs or even a picnic dinner. 
The fun starts at 7 p.m. and the 
movie will start at sunset.  
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon RECenter, 
2017 Belle View Blvd.
Information: www.ZelsmanPowers-
Group.com

JUNE 23

5TH ANNUAL WELL RAY FES-
TIVAL Well Ray is a community-wide 
effort to highlight resources for living 
healthily and happily. Browse health 
and lifestyle inspired tents, take free 
exercise classes and more. Check 
out wellness-inspired fashion from 
local fitness clothing designers, jew-
elers and boutiques. Presented by 
the Del Ray Business Association.
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.wellraydelray.com

JUNE 24

APOTHECARY GEEK TOUR: 
PHARMACY NERDS Spend 
more time touring the Apothecary 

Museum with a museum volunteer 
who is also a pharmacist. The tour 
guide will focus on the historic 
medicinal ingredients that are still 
used today in modern medicine 
while also touching upon the Stabler 
and Leadbeater family and business 
history. This tour is great for first time 
and return visitors, recommended 
for adults only. $15 per person. 
Advance purchase is recommended 
due to limited space.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 – 107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

HOWLING FOR HOLLY’S 
HANDS Go to a comedy fundraiser 
for a good cause. Howling for Holly’s 
Hands will feature a comedy show 
hosted by local veterinarian and 
Holly’s Hands volunteer, Dr. Ami 
Krasner, and will include long-form 
improvisational comedy and magic.  
Megan Gray, the artistic director of 
Magnet Theater in New York City, 
and an ensemble of veteran impro-
visers will unite for a fun, silly and 
entertaining improv extravaganza. 
The event will also feature several 
local actors and performers. A silent 
auction will start online prior to the 
event and end during the event. Des-
sert and drinks are included.  Holly’s 
Hands is a local veterinary nonprofit 
organization that provides medical 
care to dogs and cats in under-
served areas. 
Time: 6:15 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St. 
Information: howlingforhollyshands.
brownpapertickets.com

ACW DANCES Join ACW Dances 
for a special free show. Led by 
artistic director Abigail Wallace, ACW 
Dances creates choreography that is 
highly athletic and daring, revealing 
human interactions in space and 
time. This performance will include 
choreographed and improvisation-
al works from the ACW Dances 
catalogue, as well as a collaborative 
piece connected to the current ex-
hibition, Five More Minutes by Katie 
Pumphrey. Please RSVP to admin@
nvfaa.org.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Art 
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/events/
acw-dances

BLACK PANTHER AT SUMMER 
SUNSET MOVIE NIGHTS Come 
for the fun and adventure of the 
outdoor movies every Friday night 
in June. This week’s show is “Black 
Panther” at the Mt. Vernon RECenter. 
Both the movie and the parking 
are free. Bring your blanket, beach 
chairs or even a picnic dinner. The 
fun starts at 7 p.m. and the movie 
will start at sunset. 
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon RECenter, 
2017 Belle View Blvd.
Information: www.ZelsmanPowers-
Group.com
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Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Terrific 
TIPPY

That little head tilt lets you 
know he is listening to you 
and wanting to hear about 
your day!  All Tippy wants 

is a quiet home (other 
cats ok) where he can hang 
out in a sunny window and 
share all his love.

FILE PHOTO
Be cautious of escape attempts and keep your new dog on a leash at 
all times when outdoors. If your new pet is a cat, don't let it run away 
when you open the door. 
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

703-819-5240

Kitten season is in full swing!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7

walk/play, head to bed, etc., 
so they can find comfort 
in knowing what is coming 
next.  Your pet will feel more 
secure once they learn what 
is expected of them at any 
given time.

Supervise your new pet
Close supervision is re-

quired so they don’t get into 
trouble eating or playing 
with things they shouldn’t.  
Stress could lead them to be-
come destructive when left 
home alone.  If possible, con-
fine them to a safe, smaller 

area of your home or crate 
when you are out.  If you 
have other animals, you will 
want to be on-hand to su-
pervise their interaction and 
keep them separated when 
not there. 

In addition, beware of 
escape attempts, a common 
problem with newly adopt-
ed pets.  When going out-
doors, keep your new dog 
on a leash at all times, don’t 
let the kitten run away when 
you open the door, and don’t 
leave them unsupervised in a 
fenced yard where they can 
dig under or jump over fenc-
es; they likely won’t come 

back when called.
Getting a new pet is an 

extremely rewarding expe-
rience, but just know that 
there is going to be an ad-
justment period. Don’t get 
discouraged — it may take 
weeks or even months for 
them to fully adjust to their 
new home. Be patient, give 
them a consistent schedule 
and provide a safe and caring 
place that they can feel com-
fortable calling home.

Kim Gilliam owns Alex-
andria’s Frolick Dogs, an 
indoor dog gym, with her 

husband Kevin Gilliam.
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Whoo Hoo, I Am Headed
        to Whole Dogz!

Dont leave your pup out  
of summer plans,
Schedule their fun  
at Whole Dogz!

All suite boarding, overnight manager, fun/agility room, all organic, healthy 
food, treats, & all organic grooming! 

Schedule a visit at the only place catering to your Whole Dog! 

 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

        - Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

To the editor:
Like many neighbors, I was stunned by 

the emails obtained in the Potomac Yard 
Metro FOIA request, which contradict what 
was recently in the papers about changes 
to the station. Some of the revelations are 
published here: https://pycr.blog/.

WMATA told Alexandria city staff in 
April 2018 that the plans to remove the 
southern entrance weren’t confidential; 
yet, staff wanted to suppress an image 
of the modified plan and said, “Even city 
council has not seen that image.”

It was recently reported that Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg, Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
and Councilor Paul Smedberg stated that 
they didn’t learn until this spring that the 
southern entrance had been removed in 
July 2017. However, the FOIA documents 
revealed that an email from the city man-
ager to Wilson in July 2017 shows that Wil-
son was told “one less ped bridge and mez-
zanine” would be built, meaning that the 

southern entrance was gone from the de-
sign plans. So he did know after all.

And yet, Wilson continued to vote for 
increased density based upon the proxim-
ity to the southern entrance of the Metro 
even though he had been told that entrance 
was gone.

It is clear that we need leadership to re-
build trust between city hall and the res-
idents. Why should voters trust Wilson 
when he has recently made statements 
saying he just learned about the entrance’s 
removal  – when the email shows that he 
knew since last summer? Based upon the 
FOIA, Wilson’s credibility seems to be in 
doubt.

Conversely, Silberberg has consistently 
pushed for ethics reform and transparency 
despite Wilson watering down her ethics 
initiative. Silberberg alone has the credi-
bility to right this ship.

-Elizabeth Clark,
Alexandria

To the editor:
I was angered and disappointed to learn 

this week that the local chapter of the Sierra 
Club endorsed Justin Wilson for mayor, but 
not too surprised, as the Sierra Club had sold 
out years ago.  

In 2008, the National Sierra Club cut an 
endorsement deal with Clorox to place the 
club’s name and logo on the company’s new, 
“greener” cleaning products in exchange for 
pay based on product sales.  Then, in the 
2007-2010 timeframe, the club took $26 mil-
lion in donations from the CEO and others 
associated with Chesapeake Energy, a natu-
ral gas fracking company.

And now a local chapter has endorsed a 
candidate who voted to approve a devel-
opment that would destroy an intact natu-
ral area, a wooded ravine with a protected 
wetland in violation of state and local water 
quality ordinances. When rightfully con-
cerned citizens repeatedly reached out to 
Wilson about the planned development on 

the Karig Property, they were rewarded with 
evasive, glib responses and a vote to destroy 
a vital environmental resource. 

In contrast, Mayor Allison Silberberg has 
been fighting for the health of our air, land 
and water ever since being elected to of-
fice. She has tried to restore the city’s tree 
canopy, to stop the dumping of raw sewage 
into the Potomac and to reduce the city’s car-
bon footprint and its energy bill through the 
adoption of LED street lights. Most recently 
she stood with citizens to protect the import-
ant “nearby nature” on the Karig Property.

 I urge you to take the time to learn more 
about the Sierra Club’s tarnished and trou-
bling departures from founder John Muir’s 
vision of protecting nature. Clearly, sending 
bulldozers, fill dirt and a sewer line into a 
sensitive, protected wetland that represents 
the little bit of nearby nature we have left is 
incongruent with Muir’s vision.  

-Bonnie Petry,
Alexandria

FOIA casts doubt on Wilson’s credibility 

Sierra Club sold out years ago

The general erosion of trust is one of the saddest 
components of our modern era. 

It takes a long time to gain trust; conversely, trust 
can be lost in a flash.  Trust can also erode over time, 
so quietly that we don’t even know it’s happening, like a 
puff of wind that carries away a microscopic bit of soil.

Into the midst of our heated local election for mayor 
and council comes the Potomac Yard Metro issue, which 
increasingly looks like a betrayal of trust between our 
local government and Alexandria residents.

To recap: A Metro station at Potomac Yard has been 
discussed for 20 years, but has been slow to actualize. 
It’s long been touted as an economic driver for Alexan-
dria’s future, with anticipated major development a key 
factor in the city agreeing to shoulder the considerable 
cost of the station. Potential funding sources have con-
tinued to shift and remain somewhat vague. 

A special tax district was established to help pay for 
the station, and additional density for nearby housing 
construction has been granted. In April, city council 
approved an increase in the station’s cost, from $268 
million to $320 million, then in May the bombshell was 
dropped that the south entrance, the one most accessi-
ble to nearby residents and businesses, had been elimi-
nated from the project’s design.

Since then, many residents, particularly those who 
live nearby and have been paying additional taxes to-
ward the project, have reacted with outrage and have 
been trying to get to the bottom of who knew what and 
when. 

When the city was not forthcoming, residents filed a 
Freedom of Information Act request. After the city re-
sponded saying the request would cost $810, the resi-
dents launched a GoFundMe campaign and raised the 
needed funds in hours. Their organization and resil-
ience have been impressive.

The FOIA was released this week, and it raises seri-
ous, trust-related concerns:

• WMATA’s John Thomas told city staff on April 9, 
2018 that the south mezzanine’s elimination didn’t 
need to be kept secret under the non-disclosure agree-
ment, yet City Manager Mark Jinks informed council 
on April 12 – three days later – that elimination of the 
south entrance was still secret per WMATA.

• City staff continued to discuss concealing this in-
formation from the public on April 9, even after Thomas 
sent his email saying the design was “not proprietary 
from a procurement stand point.” City staff worked to 
have a rendering showing the elimination of the south 
mezzanine pulled after WMATA had posted it online. 

• Vice Mayor Justin Wilson recently told the Times 
that prior to the May 2018 announcement the entrance 
had been eliminated, “We knew there was a menu of 
things that could bring down the cost – we didn’t know 
what would ultimately be decided.” Yet in an email 

Potomac Yard Metro 
obfuscation erodes trust
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

The good news for those that care 
about small businesses is that they 
poll very high in candidate stump 
speeches. That’s likely because Al-
exandria’s economy and character 
are so dependent on them.

Small businesses comprise about 
90 percent of total businesses and 
contribute most of the 
city’s commercial tax 
base. It’s not just their 
job creation and fiscal 
clout, those indepen-
dent businesses that fit 
so nicely into our his-
toric and quaint spaces 
also help form Alexan-
dria’s distinctive sense 
of place.

The charm and 
proximity of our commercial dis-
tricts are blessings, but they also 
pose unique challenges for both 
businesses and nearby residents. Re-
strictions have been imposed to pre-
serve the character and history that 
distinguishes Alexandria. Any prop-
erty owner, resident or retailer can 
tell you that making changes or add-
ing to a building can be challenging, 
expensive and time consuming. But 
residents and businesses alike take 
pride in preserving the aesthetic 
that makes this such a great place to 
live, work and visit.

At election time, we often hear 
about the need to reduce burdens for 
small businesses. Almost everybody 
wants to help small businesses and 
agrees in theory with reducing bur-
dens on them. 

In every survey of small busi-
ness owners, regulatory compliance 
ranks at or near the top of the list 
of their greatest hinderances. Small 
business owners struggle to under-
stand and respond to these require-
ments and doing so unfortunately 
takes their focus away from their 
products, services and competition 
– the core of their operations.

Red tape and delays have particu-
larly harmful consequences for own-
ers at the very fragile startup stage, 

when their resources are thin. En-
trepreneurs desperately need to get 
their doors open to begin collecting 
revenue. Startup delays due to reg-
ulatory processes can be expensive, 
and a weak cash flow at the start 
may lead to failure down the road.

City staff recently identified zon-
ing ordinances that were 
costly and time-intensive 
for small businesses. They 
focused on ordinances that 
seem excessive based on 
their limited community 
impact. These ordinanc-
es were typically put into 
place with good intent and 
without recognition of the 
unintended consequences 
for small business owners. 

Proposed changes also aligned with 
business trends that were not an-
ticipated when the ordinances were 
originally written.

The almost universal agree-
ment to reduce burdens for small 
businesses somehow ceased when 
specific regulation revisions were 
proposed. Some citizens and citizen 
groups perceived that the floodgates 
would open and their protections 
would be eroded. 

The integrated nature of our 
community often brings together 
stakeholders with differing view-
points, from residents who fear that 
nearby businesses will bring noise 
and traffic, to proprietors who are 
doing everything possible to help 
their businesses thrive. It takes 
smart and decisive leadership to un-
derstand the complexities of cutting 
red tape while engaging with stake-
holders to carefully craft meaning-
ful responses.

 Our economy and quality of life 
are enhanced by the success of small 
businesses, so it’s worth considering 
whether we are all doing our very 
best to welcome and support them. 

The writer is the executive 
director of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Center.

To the editor:
In the toxic political climate that 

seems to be so pervasive these days, 
binary elections are often framed by 
supporters and opponents of candi-
dates and issues as choices between 
good and evil. Thank goodness that 
in Alexandria the campaign for mayor 
is anything but that. When it comes 
to commitment to public service and 
a passion for this community, there is 
not an inch of daylight between Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson and incumbent 
Mayor Allison Silberberg and all voters, 
regardless of whom they intend to vote 
for, are the beneficiaries.  

My decision to support Wilson is, in 
part, a recognition of the actual, legal 
role of mayor. The mayor is a member 
of council with one of seven votes. The 
mayor is not the CEO of the city; that’s 
the city manager’s job. The mayor pre-
sides over the council, is viewed as the 
nominal representative of the city and 
becomes the first among equals when 
sitting on the dais.  

The mayor has no other constitu-
tional duties or unilateral authority, 
so, as nice as it may be to attend all the 
openings and events, the “just showing 
up” part of the job has little to do with 
the actual work of the council, and the 
first duty of mayor is to be a leader, not 
by virtue of title, but as a consequence 
of knowledge, skill and rectitude.

The smaller, neighborhood issues 
are the beauty and occasional curse 
of local government. They can either 
inflame or energize the citizenry. It is 
tempting to try to find solutions and 
make decisions that feel expedient and 
responsive at that moment. But leader-
ship is not always telling people what 
they want to hear, it is trying to listen 
to the arguments, getting the facts and 

making decisions that follow the law.  
So, here is something I learned over 

the years:  Not agreeing is not the same 
thing as not listening. I have not always 
agreed with votes that Wilson has cast, 
but my respect for him comes from 
knowing that his approach to making 
a decision is driven by facts, common 
sense judgment and a willingness to 
strive for compromise when possible. 

So, here is something else that I 
have noticed over the past three years 
with this council: 6-1 (or 1-6) votes have 
become something of a Rorschach. 
Some see Silberberg’s dissenting votes 
as a badge of courage, and admire her 
for that. I see the opposite. There is 
nothing wrong with anyone on council 
being an occasional dissenter, but as a 
routine practice I find it lacking.  

Legislative bodies that are effective 
are always looking for common ground, 
for compromise and tradeoffs to reach 
a resolution – not necessarily one that 
everyone likes completely, but one that 
tries to recognize different goals and 
conclusions. If one feels strongly about 
an issue, you lobby, persuade, cajole 
and compromise to get consensus. In 
other words, you lead. I see Wilson do-
ing that, because he always has.

A criticism of this council, though, 
is that the “6” of 6-1 votes are just vot-
ing in lockstep. I think that is a disser-
vice to the council and reflects a lack of 
understanding about the process. 

I want to close with a very old quote 
that speaks to what I always hope from 
those who take on the responsibility of 
serving and governing: “There is only 
one way to avoid criticism: Do nothing, 
say nothing, be nothing.” Aristotle.

-David G. Speck,
Alexandria

Fitting small businesses into  
Alexandria’s priorities

BILL REAGAN

I support Wilson, but both 
candidates love Alexandria

Last Week
Do you plan to vote on June 12? 
80% Yes, I plan to vote in the Democratic Primary for mayor and city 
council.
13% Yes, I plan to vote in the Republican primary for U.S. Senate.
7% No, I don't plan to vote on June 12.

Weekly Poll
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To the editor:
Until I found Alexandria’s To-

gether We Bake, I was alone and lost. 
I was a single mother of three with-
out a job or a safe place to call home, 
struggling to get by. My life had not 
been easy being a survivor of abuse, 
which resulted in the birth of my son.

Together We Bake is a nonprofit, 
job-training program for women and 
like they have for so many others – 
they gave me a second chance. The 
program is centered around a baking 
business where women in need learn 
food production, business adminis-
tration and life skills that help them 
move toward self-sufficiency. 

Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, an 
Alexandria City Council candidate, 
helps lead Together We Bake and in-
spires women in our program to not 
let the trials and tribulations of the 
past define us. She helps us realize 
that we are not victims or disadvan-

taged; we are conquerors, achievers 
and survivors. 

Bennett-Parker is running for city 
council because there are so many 
others in Alexandria that are facing 
the same struggles that Together We 
Bake women have experienced. Like 
women in our program, Alexandri-
ans are struggling to find affordable 
housing, stable employment and a 
high-quality education for their chil-
dren. Bennett-Parker has knocked on 
thousands of doors in the city trying 
to give individuals in need of those 
services a voice. 

Alexandrians need Bennett-Park-
er, and her commitment to helping 
people, on city council. On June 12, 
we have an opportunity to elect her 
and ensure Alexandria has more 
conquerors, achievers and survivors.

-Colida Johnson, 
Together We Bake  

graduate and employee

To the editor:
Volunteers at “Clean the Bay Day” 

should have made sure their vaccina-
tions for typhoid and hepatitis were 
current.  

Due to recent heavy rainfall, there 
were massive sewage overflows into 
the Potomac River alongside the 
North Robinson Terminal. Incoming 
tides pushed this foul water upstream, 
sloshing into the shallow waters and 
onto the shoreline of Oronoco Bay.

For too long, our elected officials 
have been unwilling to budget for 
fixes to Old Town’s combined sew-
er and storm water system, although 
that didn’t stop them from adopting 
a dubious “Eco-City” designation in 
2008. Not until the 2017 Virginia Leg-
islature embarrassingly imposed con-
struction deadlines on Alexandria for 
mitigating the sewage overflows did 
our city seriously begin planning and 
financing long-overdue significant 
solutions.  

We must hold longtime councilors 
accountable for the millions of gal-
lons of sewage that has spewed into 
the Potomac all the while they have 
presented themselves as “environ-
mentalists.”

I urge Alexandrians to not vote for 
the following candidates:

Del Pepper, 1985 to present
Paul Smedberg, 2003 to present
Justin Wilson, 2007 - 2009 and 

2012 to present
As for other officials seeking 

re-election, we must continue to press 
Councilors Willie Bailey and John 
Chapman, as well as Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, on the importance of ful-
filling our Eco-City goal to “create an 
environmentally, economically and 
socially healthy city where people 
can live, work and play for decades to 
come.” 

See you at the polls on June 12.
-Maria T. Wildes,

Alexandria

Together We Bake gave 
me a second chance

Hold councilors account-
able for sewage overflows

To the editor:
I knew she was exceptional when I 

got that first Facebook message asking 
me, a high school student, if I wanted 
to chat about how she could help with 
an activism project over coffee. I knew 
she was exceptional when I searched 
her campaign website and found a 
list of concrete priorities with schools 
right at the top. I knew she was excep-
tional when she told me about how she 
managed to make empowering women 
at Fruitcycle and Together We Bake a 
full-time job. Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er is an exceptional city council candi-
date. She has the astute and analytical 
mind, the service-minded values and 
the young progressive passion we need 
serving on our council. 

When Bennett-Parker talks, cit-
izens and council members alike lis-
ten. Whether she is weighing in with 
remarkable nuance about the chal-
lenge of implementing sustainable 
building practice, or reflecting on how 

we can work on innovative ways to 
improve community policing, she al-
ways speaks with thoughtful purpose 
and never just to hear the sound of her 
own voice. 

In a progressive city, a large ma-
jority of our city council is male, and 
few, if any, of our current council 
members could qualify as millenials. 
Bennett-Parker will help us break this 
trend. We need a city council that does 
not just fight for the future of Alexan-
dria, but also represents that future, 
and brings a mindset of long-term 
investment, technological integration 
and smart growth that is sorely need-
ed in the citywide conversation.

It’s time for a new young progres-
sive voice on our city council. Vote for 
Bennett-Parker in the June 12 Demo-
cratic primary.

-Jay Falk
Student Representative,  

Alexandria School Board,
T.C. Williams Class of 2018

Bennett-Parker, a young 
progressive Alexandrian 

To the editor:
I want to recommend casting one 

of your six votes in the Democratic 
primary on June 12 for Robert Ray.

Alexandria is a city with a long 
history, and a city going through 
many changes. We are developing 
Potomac Yard, figuring out the final 
plan for a Metro station 30 years in 
the making, and about to start the 
redevelopment of Landmark, an 
underutilized site that could trans-
form the city’s West End. We also 
must protect our historic districts, 
and help Alexandria continue to be 
a place that people want to visit, as 
tourism, not development, is the real 
engine of our economy. The list of 
important issues is long.

I believe Ray is up to the chal-
lenge. He is a second generation Al-
exandrian who lives in the house he 
grew up in. He and Mary, his wife of 
28 years, both run small businesses 
out of the home, and like shopkeep-
ers used to do, live above the shop. 
They raised their daughter there.

Ray studied architecture at the 
University of Virginia, and now re-
stores 19th-century furniture. His 

business, Cavalier Antiques, was 
started by his father in 1946 and 
moved to Old Town in 1960. Old 
Town was not a prosperous place 
when he was growing up, but be-
came that way because of the care 
and preservation by people who saw 
value in protecting the uniqueness 
of Alexandria. Ray is currently the 
treasurer of both Old Town Civic 
Association and the Alexandria As-
sociation, and has been part of these 
organizations for the last 30 years.

I think it is important to elect 
someone who has history in Alexan-
dria, and understands the changes 
that have happened in the last 50 
years. We need someone who is not 
just learning about the issues we are 
facing, but has been dealing and fol-
lowing them, and can point to the 
past as a guidepost to our future. 
That is why I am strongly supporting 
Ray, as I believe he could be a great 
contributor to these tough decisions, 
and I trust his moral compass to 
make the informed and thoughtful 
choices.

-Boyd Walker,
Alexandria

Elect Ray, who understands Alexandria
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To the editor:
The Democratic primary for mayor is 

not so much about Athens versus Burke, 
as City Councilor Tim Lovain would 
have us believe. Rather, it is about the 
centuries-old idea of the people versus 
the political elite. 

Mayor Allison Silberberg stands 
with the people. Her opponent, Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson, presides over the 
elite.

Lovain’s rosy picture of internation-
ally renowned experts wisely guiding 
little ol’ Alexandria through the thorny 
thickets of public policy is a bit too rosy 
for reality. 

In reality, the system is set up to 
elect one party at large, and when that 
is threatened, as it was in 2009 when 
Wilson lost his seat on council, the 
elite simply changed the dates of city 
elections to cement their advantage. It 
was legal and politically savvy, but was 
nothing more than a power grab. Wil-
son was behind it; just as he was the 
BID.  

If Lovain would take off the rose-col-
ored lenses for just a second, he would 

see that so many of the decisions in this 
city which impact residents are made by 
appointed, unaccountable commissions 
and boards. Members are appointed by 
the elite, claim expertise, and make de-
cisions that the people must abide by. 
These entities offer little more to the city 
than giving the elite plausible deniability 
for unpopular decisions. The scary thing 
is that they wield real power.

Finally, Lovain’s picture is a rosy 
one because his experts can’t manage 
a budget or implement spending in any 
responsible manner. If they could, I sub-
mit to you:

Metro wouldn’t be shutting down 
our stations next summer; 

Our public safety personnel would 
be better paid; 

Council would not feel the need 
to conduct the city’s business behind 
closed doors, and they would have voted 
for Silberberg’s ethics reform measures 
versus Wilson’s watered down “Sense of 
the Council;” 

Wilson would have been amortiz-
ing his massive tax hike for infrastruc-
ture improvements over the 10 years 

he’s been on council rather than in one 
non-election year budget cycle; 

We’d have a parking policy that 
would protect residents and encourage 
visitors to spend money in our shops 
and restaurants; 

And a bunch of residents on King 
Street would not have been forced to 
give up street parking in front of their 
homes so that six people could ride their 
bikes to work each day.  

It is folly to claim that Wilson or 
any long-standing member of the city 
council, Lovain included, strikes a bal-
ance between self-proclaimed expertise 
and listening to the people. Why would 
they? They’ve never had to.  

This city is not just a budget doc-
ument or a case study — people live 
here. Silberberg, for all of her quirks, 
gets that. She’s the dissenting vote on 
so many critical issues because she un-
derstands that someone has to repre-
sent those of us who foot the bill. I’m 
with her and I encourage others to join 
her as well. 

-George G. Demetriades, Jr.,
Alexandria

To the editor:
Some dear friends and be-

loved neighbors will vote for 
Allison Silberberg in the Demo-
cratic mayoral primary on June 
12.

I will not.
Alexandria is poorly served 

by Silberberg’s Palin-Trump 
brand of populism. She knows 
better than the experts. And 
she – and she alone – listens to 
our citizens. Even her slogan, 
“The People’s Mayor,” is pure 
populist hooey.

I will vote for Justin Wilson, 
a competent, intelligent and 
diligent candidate, on June 12.

Whatever the outcome on 
June 12, it is not our mayor that 
makes Alexandria great – it is 
dear friends and beloved neigh-
bors.

-Eileen Wallace,
Alexandria

This election is ‘people vs. elites’ City poorly served 
by Palin/Trump-
style populism

To the editor:
I write this letter as a longtime 

volunteer for and supporter of the 
Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Boys & 
Girls Club. We serve 80 to 120 kids 
after school every day. This club has 
been a proud part of our community 
since 1936. We make a tremendous 
difference in the lives of these chil-
dren.

A couple of months ago, our local 
Boys & Girls Club faced a funding 
shortage and reached out to Mayor 
Allison Silberberg. She quickly met 
with the Club’s branch director, the 
regional vice president and the head 
of the Greater Washington Boys & 
Girls Club in her office and gave us an 
hour of her time. She listened care-
fully and asked great questions. She 
is an enthusiastic supporter of our 
work but was candid that it would be 
difficult to find funding. She com-
mitted to trying to solicit support 
from the community on our behalf.

The issue was that the Club did 
not have the resources to hire ad-
ditional part-time staff and had 42 

kids on a waiting list who needed our 
after-school programs. So we were 
being forced to turn these children 
away.

To my pleasant surprise, a few 
weeks later, Silberberg advised us 
that she had found some donors to 
give significant funding, and that 
has allowed us to hire the necessary 
part-time staff so that we could ade-
quately admit these children into our 
club until the end of the school year.

That is leadership. Silberberg lis-
tens. She is focused. She cares deep-
ly, especially about children. And she 
went to bat for these kids. She is a 
doer and gets things done.

This is not politics. This is about 
doing the right thing. Silberberg is 
committed to doing the right thing 
and not seeking attention for it. 
She really came through for us, and 
we are very grateful. I hope she is 
re-elected on June 12.

-Mike Menchel,
volunteer and former board member,

Dunbar Alexandria-Olym-
pic Boys & Girls Club

Silberberg gets things done
To the editor:

Weren't they the two council-
men who, as lame ducks, manipulated 
our election process to reschedule the 
next council election concurrent with 
the presidential election of 2012, so they 
might have a better chance of getting 
elected at that time? They succeeded.

 Councilor Tim Lovain's assertion 
that Vice Mayor Justin Wilson’s respon-
siveness to citizens is commendable is 
specious.  

Residents shouldn't automatical-
ly go to an elected official with com-
plaints. That undermines city staff. 
Complaints should be worked from 
the lowest level, and go to the elected 
only after all else fails. Anyone who has 
worked within an effective organiza-
tion knows that.

This is the reason for some of the 
dysfunction we're seeing at city hall.

 But it's city hall culture, nurtured 
by the vice mayor and current coun-
cil, less Mayor Allison Silberberg, that 
is most disturbing. Witness the flood of 
letters you're seeing now and previous-
ly about problems all over Alexandria. 

Lovain's contention that Wilson lis-
tens to citizens but ultimately knows 
best is laughable. Akin to our puppet 
planning commission that indicated, 
as reported in the local press, that it 
doesn't really care for public input.  

 Case in point, in 2016 an Alexandria 
citizen spoke at the planning commis-
sion, factually and civilly, about poor 
planning and violation of city rules 
concerning a proposed development.  
Shortly after a uniformed Alexandria 
police officer showed up at his home 
advising him to watch what he says at 
city hall.

A couple of days later, the victim of 
this police visit and I were invited for 
an audience with the then Alexandria 
Police chief. Caveat: The home visit was 
not the Alexandria Police Department's 
fault.

If you're interested, see me for de-
tails.

What do you think of a city that 
attempts to suppress the First Amend-
ment rights of its citizens? Tammany 
Hall in Alexandria?

- Hal Hardaway, Alexandria

Lovain's endorsement of Wilson misleads 
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To the editor:
Last week the Sierra Club an-

nounced its endorsement of Justin 
Wilson for mayor in Alexandria’s June 
12 Democratic Party primary. These 
are challenging environmental times. 
President Donald Trump and EPA ad-
ministrator Scott Pruitt are working 
all too successfully to unravel federal 
climate and other environmental pro-
tections implemented during Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s two terms and 
in previous decades. Effective action 
to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions 
in the U.S. now hinges in large part on 
the actions of cities like Alexandria.

We’re fortunate in Alexandria to 
have city council members and a may-
or who generally voice support for 
climate and environmental action at 
the local level. But we need someone 
at the city’s helm who will translate 
positive rhetoric into real action. 
When it comes to delivering results 
when it matters, Justin Wilson is the 
clear choice for mayor. 

Wilson has a track record of build-
ing coalitions, working effectively 
with others in the city and surround-
ing region and mastering arcane bud-

get and policy details that are essen-
tial to effective governance. He was 
instrumental in securing city council 
support to establish Alexandria’s first 
sustainability coordinator position, 
led the coalition that approved new 
parking rules that will help lower 
transportation carbon emissions in 
our city and he has been a longtime 
supporter of establishing Alexan-
dria’s new storm water utility to clean 
up our waterways. 

Wilson is also willing to push back 
constructively when local advocates 
ask for things that are not within 
the city’s authority. And he seeks to 
find creative alternatives when Vir-
ginia laws restrict our city govern-
ment from providing what local res-
idents want. We respect Wilson for 
this honesty, and for not just telling 
us what we want to hear. This is the 
art of effective governance and rep-
resentation, and these are the qual-
ities Alexandrians need in our mayor 
during these trying environmental 
times.

-Seth Heald, Pat Soriano, Dean Amel, 
Executive committee members,  
Sierra Club Mt. Vernon Group

To the editor:
We need to re-elect Mayor Al-

lison Silberberg and elect six new 
council members who will bring 
with them fresh ideas on how to pro-
tect our natural environment, in-
crease affordable housing, improve 
our public schools and develop our 
city in a way that sustains its histor-
ic character and the environment.

The current crop of incumbents 
has not shown adequate leader-
ship to be re-elected and some 
of them have been in office long 
enough. Del Pepper has been on 
council since 1985 and Paul Smed-
berg since 2003. There should be 
a three-term limit. Long-term in-
cumbency is a rot on the political 
system. 

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, who 
is running against Silberberg, is a 
puppet of developers and special 
interests, just like former may-
ors Bill Euille and Kerry Donley. 
Wilson’s environmental record is 
abysmal and he appears to care 
little about preserving the historic 
character of Alexandria. 

Wilson and his colleagues on 

council have done everything in 
their power to undermine Silber-
berg during her first term. She 
listens to citizens and better rep-
resents the interests of the city as a 
whole. In contrast, Wilson and his 
fellow incumbents have aligned 
themselves with developers and 
business interests. 

This is problematic to say the 
least.

If their version of smart devel-
opment were the answer, we would 
have more than enough parkland 
for our growing population, for 
instance. We don’t. Their policies 
are clearly not providing adequate 
affordable housing or preserving 
what little natural habitat we have 
left in the city, either. 

I urge you to pick six new candi-
dates and re-elect Silberberg when 
you cast your vote on June 12. I 
personally endorse Robert Ray, 
whom I have known for decades. 
I think he will make a fine council 
member. 

It’s time for some real change.
-Andrew Macdonald,

former vice mayor, Alexandria

Here’s why the Sierra Club 
endorsed Wilson

Former vice mayor urges 
council overhaul

To the editor:
This is a critical election in 

Alexandria’s history with very 
important decisions at stake.  As 
long-term residents of Alexan-
dria who have served on many 
commissions and organizations 
serving our city, we believe that 
Alexandrians are very lucky to 
have Allison Silberberg as our 
mayor. For her ability, compe-
tence, leadership and achieve-
ments in the last two and a half 
years, she received the endorse-
ments of both Democrats for a 
Better Alexandria and Alexan-
drians for Better City Govern-
ment.

Silberberg has been a tire-
less champion of ethics reform, 
affordable housing, excellence 
in city schools, historic pres-
ervation and rational develop-
ment. She has also tackled a 

range of complicated policy and 
infrastructure issues that have 
plagued the city for decades.

She tried to hold the line 
on taxes and cast the lone vote 
against the tax rate of 5.7 cent 
per $100 of assessed value pro-
posed by her opponent, Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson. She op-
posed the Old Town Business 
Improvement District, listen-
ing to the majority of the local 
business community who were 
against this tax. 

Silberberg goes out of her way 
to listen and meet with people. 
She hosts frequent Mayor on Your 
Corner meetings and instituted 
one day a month for citizens to 
meet with her unscheduled. She 
was the only vote against limita-
tion of the open mic at city coun-
cil meetings, which allowed all 
citizens a time-honored tradition 

to express their opinions at city 
council meetings.  

Silberberg has pursued poli-
cies that support thoughtful and 
appropriate development while 
emphasizing that support of 
preservation of Alexandria’s im-
portant historic heritage is both 
good for business and good for 
stewardship of our history. The 
success of her policy is demon-
strated by Alexandria’s being 
named by Money magazine the 
#1 Best U.S. Travel Destination 
2018 because Alexandria’s “qual-
ity, cost and value come together 
to provide a terrific travel expe-
rience.”

We ask that you cast your vote 
in the June 12 primary for Silber-
berg – a vote for the good of Al-
exandria.

-Nancy and Danny Smith,
Alexandria

A crucial choice for mayor

To the editor: 
Alexandria is a trendy little southern city, 

an “in” place to live, with a growing popula-
tion, a brisk business community, a smart so-
cial scene and a place where public officials 
are seen everywhere and make an effort to 
know the residents.  Into this we have May-
or Allison Silberberg, who listens to the res-
idents. Then she translates what she hears 
into action.  

Her efforts on city council to make Alex-
andria the place where people continue to 
want to live have been valiant. Her push for 
quality education, fiscal growth and respon-
sibility and even the details that others want 
to omit are more than worthy of re-electing 
her as our mayor for another term. I am happy 
to endorse her.

 -Lillian Stanton Patterson,
Alexandria

Silberberg trans-
lates what she 
hears to action
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To the editor:
As Alexandria parents whose 

child attended Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools and who now watch a new 
generation of neighborhood children 
attend those same schools, education 
is an issue that matters a lot to us. We 
need a solutions-oriented mayor who 
will always put our students first so 
that we have an educated community. 
For this reason, we are voting for Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson for mayor – and 
we want to tell you why.

Over the last decade, families have 
flocked to Alexandria for our excellent 
public schools. In the past few years, 
several new families with children 
have moved into our neighborhood. 
Overall, our city has added more than 
5,000 students, placing us among the 
top five fastest growing school dis-
tricts in the Commonwealth. On ed-
ucation, the contrast between Wilson 
and incumbent Mayor Allison Silber-
berg is crystal-clear. 

Wilson has opted time and time 
again to tackle student enrollment 
challenges head-on. Silberberg has 
simply voted no on every proposal to 
confront the issue – and has not of-
fered up any solutions of her own. 
Wilson built the support necessary to 
fund the expansion and renovation of 
Cora Kelly, George Mason and MacAr-

thur elementary schools. Regretta-
bly, the incumbent was the lone vote 
against this funding.

As school shootings continue to 
devastate communities nationwide, 
Silberberg proposed spending tax-
payer dollars to study the feasibility 
of putting armed resource officers 
in Alexandria’s elementary schools. 
Since making this alarming request 
to explore something studies have 
shown does nothing to prevent school 
shootings; she has waffled on the is-
sue. Instead of entertaining more 
weapons in our schools, Wilson has 
prioritized efforts to get illegal guns 
off our streets. 

As an ACPS dad, he knows more 
guns in our schools is a false solution 
and one that could put Alexandria 
kids in harm’s way if the guns fell into 
the wrong hands. Silberberg seems to 
believe that one officer with a hand-
gun could take down a person with an 
AR-15. 

Wilson listens to residents, finds 
common ground and delivers real 
solutions that benefit Alexandria 
children and families. His track record 
on education speaks volumes. That’s 
why Wilson has our vote for mayor 
on June 12.
-Gail Gordon Donegan, Brian Donegan,

Alexandria

To the editor:
Why is our local Sierra Club en-

dorsing Justin Wilson for mayor? His 
vote and those of his fellow coun-
cil members to allow the protected 
wetland on the Karig property to be 
razed is bad for the environment and 
is in violation of the laws enacted to 
protect the wetlands that ensure our 
water quality. Something is terribly 
amiss within this once-respected or-
ganization.

Strangely enough, the local 
Mount Vernon chapter of the Sierra 
Club itself sent a letter to the mayor 
and members of city council on Jan. 
4, 2018 urging them to, in its words, 
“reduce the negative environmental 
consequences of the proposed devel-
opment” by reducing “required set-
backs from Seminary Road” to keep 
the development up on the stable 
gravelly terrace and off of the fragile 
marine clay slope with the forested 
wetland. 

In that same letter, they urged 
the mayor and council to ensure it 
enforced “its Chesapeake Bay pro-
tection ordinance” by “protect-
ing the headwaters of Strawberry 
Run.” Lastly, the Sierra Club urged 
that the city consult with state offi-
cials and have them do a wetland de-

termination/delineation on the area 
slated for development. 

Only one elected official out of 
the seven – Mayor Allison Silberberg 
– voted to remand the development 
back to Planning & Zoning for ad-
justments that would protect that 
wetland.

Because of the feckless votes 
of Wilson, Del Pepper, John Tay-
lor Chapman, Willie Bailey, Paul 
Smedberg and Tim Lovain, our city 
is now using residents’ tax dollars 
to hire an attorney to defend its il-
legal actions. What kind of insanity 
is this? Since when does the Sierra 
Club, which was founded to protect 
natural lands, excuse the taking of 
the little bit of nature we have left – 
nature that helps clean our air and 
water? Why is this organization not 
endorsing the one elected official 
who heard their plea and worked to 
protect our environment?

We urge Alexandrians to take the 
time to learn more about these candi-
dates’ records and vote for Silberberg 
on June 12 and for non-incumbent 
council candidates who are willing to 
do what Democrats are supposed to 
do – protect the environment.

-Lynn Gas, Jane Seward,
Alexandria

Silberberg alone did what 
Sierra Club asked

Wilson tackles schools challenges

To the editor:
Would you rather have John Muir 

or Scott Pruitt as mayor of Alexan-
dria? What were the leaders of the 
Mt. Vernon chapter possibly thinking 
when they endorsed the Scott Pruitt 
candidate? There clearly needs to be 
a leadership change and a reversal of 
this endorsement.

Mayor Allison Silberberg has been 
an amazing supporter of the environ-
ment, a champion of the tree canopy 
and a strong watchdog over environ-
mentally damaging development.

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson has, to 
me, demonstrated zero environmen-
tal concern. Through many hours of 
testimony and subsequent email ex-
change on the Karig Estate, he only 
asked softball questions and voiced 
no concern over damage to a wetland, 
damage to the headwaters of Straw-
berry Run, clear cutting of many 
trees – some of them old growth spe-

cies – increased runoff and threat of 
mudslides on the steep marine clay 
hillside that one of the houses would 
occupy.  

He has hidden behind the Dillon 
Rule as an excuse that the City of 
Alexandria has no power to do any-
thing to restrict development, even 
if the development did not comply 
with federal clean water regulations. 
Residents of Alexandria should be 
embarrassed by Wilson and the other 
city council members who sat by and 
accepted inaccurate information from 
misleading staff members who dis-
counted and suppressed expert opin-
ion that was contrary to their views. 
They also did not question the staff’s 
truly bizarre setback requirement that 
was only concocted to prevent a more 
environmentally acceptable alterna-
tive to the proposed development.

-Stuart Davis,
Alexandria

To the editor:
A vital quality we look for in the 

mayor of Alexandria is an abiding 
support for historic preservation in 
Old Town, a unique American histor-
ic district that invites tourists from 
all over the world to stroll past our 
18th- and 19th-century homes. And 
tourism is a major component of our 
tax base.  

When protection of Old Town was 
put to the test last year regarding a 
historic home at 319 Queen St., May-
or Allison Silberberg passed with fly-
ing colors. Her opponent in the June 
primary, Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, 
failed.  A Fairfax County realtor had 
purchased the home to “modern-
ize” and flip it.  Her developer pro-
posed extending this historic home 
20 feet to the north, eight feet to the 
east, raise the roof two feet and add 

an elevator - thus destroying its his-
toric integrity forever.  

Queen and Royal Street neigh-
bors, Historic Alexandria Founda-
tion, and the Old Town Civic Associ-
ation challenged the BAR’s approval 
of this partial demolition. We gath-
ered the signatures of 75 homeown-
ers and asked for a city council vote. 
Our case was solid and clear, but we 
could not overcome Wilson’s predis-
position to side with the developer. 
Eventually, the Fairfax owner decid-
ed against this investment. One of 
our neighbors bought 319 Queen St. 
to restore — not demolish it — and 
move into. Silberberg stood up for 
preserving historic Old Town, and 
we stand up for her.
 -Francois Duret, Michael Maibach, 

Gebe Martinez, Joan Roland, 
Alexandria

Silberberg is the environmental candidate
Silberberg stands for historic preservation
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To the editor:
For seven years I’ve partici-

pated in many city development 
and policy initiatives. This be-
gan with the waterfront, where 
citizens spoke both pro and con 
at a public session. Then mayor 
Bill Euille respectfully listened, 
and council was attentive. Al-
exandria’s constituents over-
whelmingly said they favored 
green space and a continuous 
riverside pathway. Businesses 
wanted more retail and tourism.

That healthy beginning sub-
sequently took the same course 
as nearly every development 
in the city, favoring develop-
ers’ density demands in trade 
for “public amenities.” When 
neighbors have clearly spo-
ken out, asking council to save 
their neighborhoods and honor 
standing agreements and origi-
nal zoning rules … the city has 
stonewalled. 

Council’s long record of 
block voting, a predictable re-
sult of single party dominance 
and an at-large voting system, 
has resulted in undue familiar-

ity among council, staff and de-
velopers. This frozen political 
apparatus maintains an insider 
control. It has left citizens with 
only legal action, a course few 
want to take.

How many times has this 
happened? Repeatedly and 
with regularity: the waterfront, 
lights on T.C. Williams stadium, 
bike lanes on King Street, over-
turning neighborhood agree-
ments on traffic routing, the 
BID, developing Beauregard, 
building a Gateway, chopping 
down mature trees, etc. The 
pattern is identical: developers 
begin within zoning require-
ments, then soon announce 
there will be no amenities un-
less the city agrees to increased 
density. The trouble is that 
amenities are often not really 
available to us. Proposed water-
front amenities included: roof-
top gardens (not built) and lob-
bies and restaurants of hotels.

A tax hike last year produced 
a double burden by simultane-
ously raising property valuation 
and tax rates. Contrary to both 

City Manager Mark Jinks’ and 
Mayor Silberberg’s recommen-
dation for a smaller although 
viable tax increase, council, led 
by Vice Mayor Justin Wilson, 
played a mean-spirited, politi-
cal, non-negotiable game. Time 
to change the bench to a council 
that acts equitably. 

Give Silberberg, who has 
fought for neighborhoods, a 
council that supports her. Sil-
berberg has made an excep-
tional effort to speak face-to-
face with neighbors throughout 
her tenure. “Council on your 
Corner” has been a refreshing 
change.

Also, I am proud that Alex-
andrians for Better City Gov-
ernment is offering voters its 
first nonpartisan group of en-
dorsed candidates for mayor, 
Silberberg, and council, Matt 
Feeley, Mo Seifeldein and Rob-
ert Ray. 

Vote on June 12 and choose 
the best four candidates for 
your neighborhood.

-Kathryn Papp,
Alexandria

To the editor:
This is the first time in 30 plus years 

of living in Alexandria that I have writ-
ten a letter to the editor for one of our 
local newspapers. But after watching and 
carefully listening to the candidates for 
mayor, I felt compelled to reach out to my 
fellow Alexandrians.

I am writing in support of Justin Wilson 
for mayor and the reasons are simple. He 
knows our city inside and out. He has a vi-
sion for our future that is grounded in his 
support for the success of all our children. 
He understands the importance of mak-
ing sure our city infrastructure is capable 
of moving us quickly and safely and that 
our facilities provide a healthy and pro-
ductive environment for our students and 
employees. And he is ever mindful that a 
diverse economic base is an imperative 
for a community that expects full value 
for every tax dollar we spend.

One might argue that there is nothing 
in the above that truly distinguishes Wil-
son from our current mayor, Allison Sil-
berberg. So, let me explain what I think 
differentiates Wilson from Silberberg:

He genuinely listens to our interests, 
needs, wants and complaints, but he does 
not placate. Contrary to the opinions of 
some, when you listen to many you can-
not always satisfy one or a few. 

He is laser-focused on creating the 
policies that will move us forward with 
an appropriate respect for our history. He 
is not held captive by loud and vociferous 
NIMBYs who use our past as a justification 
for thwarting reasonable change. This, 
also, means that unless we want to have 
our residential taxes continue to soar, we 
have to develop land for commercial use. 
Commercial enterprise uses much less of 
every tax dollar collected than does resi-
dential use – that’s a good thing. 

He has the ability to engage council in 
healthy debate while building a consen-
sus to act. I would posit that action in-
formed by healthy debate is preferable to 
talking an issue to death. 

Perhaps most importantly, his atten-
tion to the details helps him translate the 
big picture of governing into the minuti-
ae of government. 

In other words, he is a leader and as 
much as I like Silberberg  – and I genu-
inely do – we need Wilson’s leadership to 
move us forward. That’s why I hope you 
will join me in voting for him on June 12.

-Sean McEnearney,
Alexandria

Give Silberberg a council that supports her

To the editor:
 I view this upcoming election 

as a referendum on the future 
fiscal health of Alexandria. Do 
we want to continue to have our 
debt escalate and to raise taxes 
on the backs of our citizens to 
finance our representatives’ bad 
decisions? To continue to see 
the demise of businesses in Old 
Town? And continue to see po-
litical attacks against our neigh-
borhoods from an unfriendly 
political system? The answer is 
no: there can be no status quo. 
We cannot persist in ignoring 
what is happening in our city, in 
our schools and in our neighbor-
hoods and as such I cannot vote 
Justin Wilson for mayor.  

His political agenda is coun-
terintuitive to what is needed; 
he has cost our city millions in 

taxes. For these reasons I do not 
believe he is worthy of our trust.

In 2007, Wilson was elect-
ed to the city council – during 
this period he allowed the BRAC 
to be part of our skyline. As a 
“transportation expert” he was 
asleep at the wheel, allowing 
this structure to be built not 
only in a congested part of the 
city but also in a place where 
there was no Metro access. As a 
transportation expert you would 
think Wilson would have run 
from such a project. 

Higher taxes are Wilson’s 
method to finance escalating 
debt. In 2009, he motioned for 
a tax increase in the midst of a 
financial armageddon. In 2016, 
Wilson issued a 3-cent tax in-
crease: triple the city manager’s 
proposal. In 2017, Wilson pro-

posed to double the real estate 
tax from 2.7 cents as suggest-
ed by the city manager, to 5.7 
cents. 

There is one candidate for 
mayor that supports neighbor-
hood tranquility, tight budgets, 
measured development, politi-
cal transparency and the need 
for excellence in schools. With 
a newly elected council, Mayor 
Allison Silberberg will have her 
way.  A new vice mayor will sit 
to her immediate right – as ev-
ery other vice mayor has, save 
for Wilson – representing  a sign 
of solidarity and purpose for the 
betterment of the citizens of Al-
exandria. We need to take back 
our city. We need Silberberg as 
our mayor to help us do so.

-William Goff,
Alexandria

I cannot vote for Justin Wilson 

Why I'm for Wilson
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To the editor:
Although the general election 

isn’t until this fall, the selection of 
your next mayor and city council will 
occur in the Democratic primary. 

But take solace; there’s some gen-
uine democracy in this process. The 
Democratic Party primary is open 
to anyone, Indies, Greenies, Pin-
kies and Trumpies too. The primary 
takes place on June 12. Be there or be 
square. 

And if you like fresh flowers, clean 
sheets and new perspectives, then 
join the change-makers. 

The incumbents are spent. They 
have nothing new, clever or helpful 
up their sleeves. Just more same-
old. Time to use your vote-broom. Be 
bold. Sweep ‘em away. Start with:

• Justin Wilson. His tiresome go-to 
solution is evermore taxes. His legacy 
is the Potomac Yard Metro. Designed 

to pump property tax into city cof-
fers, it’s now a mess. Those who took 
Wilson’s bait find themselves in a 
high tax zone intended to pay for a 
Maybe-Metro. Unhappy they are. You 
should be too.

• Paul Smedberg is a Wilson clone. 
This duo has never seen a piece of 
open land that can’t be improved with 
a layer of concrete. Nor have they fig-
ured out that the over-development 
they enable puts more cars on our 
streets; makes for less parking, more 
density, lost charm, higher taxes. Not 
smart.

• Willie Bailey championed a meals 
tax, now the highest in the area, 
which will help make Alexandria 
housing less affordable and meals 
more expensive. Just the opposite of 
what we need. 

• John Chapman doesn’t have the 
courage to tell T.C. Williams neigh-

bors, who were promised no night 
lights in exchange for their prop-
erty which is now the football field, 
whether he’s with them. Promise 
Keeper not.

• Del Pepper hasn’t had a new idea 
in eons. She’s been sitting on the dais 
so long she seems to believe it’s her 
birthright. 

And here’s what’s common to all, 
challenger and incumbent alike: No 
one has explained how they will help 
the private sector produce more reve-
nue. This is the elixir that keeps your 
property taxes constant while pro-
viding the city with more funds for 
better schools and sewers. Spend your 
money they will. But none explain 
how they will help those who produce 
revenue make more of it. Worrisome. 

-Jimm Roberts,
Alexandria

All six council incumbents are spent

exchange between Wilson and City 
Manager Mark Jinks dated July 14, 
2017, Jinks tells Wilson, “with one less 
ped bridge and mezzanine to build 
the construction time should shrink.” 
This reference is not to a menu of op-
tions, but to the very specific change 
that city staff, nine months later, was 
still working to keep from the public.

• While Wilson was privy to detailed 
information about changes to the sta-
tion in July, 2017, it is not clear what 

information was released to Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg and the rest of council at 
that time. The email exchange between 
Jinks and Wilson referenced materials 
to be shared with council, but those 
materials were not released in the FOIA 
request, so it is unclear whether all of 
council had this detailed information 
last year or whether the vice mayor 
had access to information that his col-
leagues did not.

The residents of Alexandria should 
have been told last summer that the 
southern mezzanine was on the chop-

ping block, and there should have been 
a community dialogue around whether 
or not this deletion was acceptable. 

The issue of trust has come up re-
peatedly during this election cam-
paign, and was singled out several 
times during the city council debate at 
Frances Hammond Middle School on 
Tuesday night. 

Unfortunately, people don’t – and 
really can’t – trust their government 
when their leaders hide important in-
formation and leave them without a 
voice in crucial decisions. 

OUR VIEW FROM | 34

To the editor:
We are writing to express our sup-

port for re-electing Allison Silberberg 
as Alexandria’s mayor. During her 
three years as mayor, as well as during 
her earlier service on city council, 
Silberberg has shown an unrelenting 
willingness to tackle the tough issues 
facing the city in a manner that bene-
fits all citizens and makes Alexandria 
a more livable city.

 Across the city, Silberberg has sup-
ported residents rather than develop-
ers who are pushing excessive devel-
opment of our neighborhoods while 
opposing those who favor too much 

density, too little parking and inad-
equate city facilities, such as schools 
and parks. Silberberg favors inclusivi-
ty and has demonstrated a willingness 
to listen to everyone rather than shut-
ting the average citizen out of import-
ant city debates.  

Silberberg has sought to resolve 
tough issues, such as ending the en-
vironmentally destructive dumping of 
untreated sewage into the Potomac, 
rather than kicking the proverbial can 
further into the future. She supports 
planting street trees at a faster pace to 
restore the city’s dying tree canopy. 

Silberberg understands the impor-

tance of historic preservation to Alex-
andria’s uniqueness to its residents as 
well as tourists.  The list goes on and 
on, but common to everything on it 
is Silberberg’s leadership to solve the 
tough issues facing Alexandria rath-
er than avoiding them or pretending 
they do not exist.

None of Silberberg’s many 
strengths can be attributed to her op-
ponent. She truly is a mayor for every-
one, the people’s mayor.  On June 12, 
vote Silberberg for mayor.

-Bert Ely, 
Carolyne Roehrenbeck,

Alexandria

Silberberg tackles the tough issues
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Weekly Words

42. Sports car option
44. Tuck away, as cargo
45. Made into two?
46. Some Asian sauces
48. Variety of wrestler
50. Rickman and Alda
51. Certain NFLer
53. "Dukes of Hazzard" spinoff
54. Render a crushing defeat
55. Brother's daughter, e.g.
58. Queen in India (var.)
59. Galileo's surname
60. Commonly brewed beverage
66. Where to find a new auto
68. Short summary
71. Easy golf shot
73. Like some orange juice
74. Glitch
76. Open admission
77. "From ___ Eternity"
78. Cordwood units
79. Passenger on the ark
80. ___'clock (22nd hour)
82. Bucks or smackers
84. Ammonia feature
85. Works in a film
86. Baccarat box

87. Be on the payroll
89. ___ spumante (Italian wine)
93. Boardwalk structure
94. Half nelson, for one
95. Lion's prey, sometimes
96. Some loaves
102. Backbreaker of a proverb
104. Surgical cutter
106. Pistonless engine name
109. Noted Cremona artisan
110. Boat? Bigger.
111. Word with band or circular
113. Gray-brown shade
114. Colorado city
116. Mr. Picasso
117. Stuff with cake, e.g.
118. Become obstructed, as blood
119. Irving and Tan
121. "G'day" receiver
123. Having already hit the hay
125. Blazer, e.g.
126. IRA's first name?
127. ___ out a living
129. Bill in the air
130. Oscar winner Harrison
131. Leno's old employer

WORLD AFFAIRS By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Big-time clipper
7. Musical Frederic
13. Word before beta
16. Paulo or Vicente place name
19. Kay Thompson's hotel kid
20. Morning love song
21. Rowboat feature
23. Four worldly things
26. Two-masted vessel
27. Twisty trunks
28. "Bunny" under the bed
29. "Gone With the Wind" manor
30. Lifesaver
32. Hungers
34. Attack from everywhere
36. Dr. Seuss character
39. Marriage indicator
41. Word with "real" or "a life"
43. Puts one's feet up
47. "Dear me!" alternative
49. Extermination job
52. Italian hotspot, briefly
56. "Not ___ shabby"
57. Three worldly things
61. Jung's feminine side
62. Bye-bye alternative
63. Hole in the face
64. Coated cote mamas
65. Exploratory mission, briefly
66. Suez, for one
67. Pelvic parts
69. Person provers

70. When-you're-getting-home letters
72. Shortens, as a snapshot
75. "Understand my point?"
76. Doctor's office sounds
79. Courage, figuratively
81. Daily consumption
83. Break a Commandment
85. Moving on an ocean liner
88. "Leave me alone!" for one
90. Airline departing Israel
91. Really, really like
92. Three worldly things
97. Real attachment?
98. Lock, stock and barrel
99. Delectable
100. Assign a score to
101. Feel in your spirit
103. "___ be seeing you"
105. Eject, as lava
107. Word with Alamos
108. Airline seat features
112. Spreadsheet info
115. Quick, in an office
117. Appendectomy prover
120. Title of respect
122. Type of spray or cavity
124. Abalone production
128. Five worldly things
132. Consider almost seriously
133. Old home on the range
134. Run behind schedule
135. Creatures from way out
136. Took the bait

137. Stretch outward
138. Denim and other fabrics

DOWN
1.At one's ___ and call
2. Burn balm
3. Game for third-stringers
4. Beer variety
5. Book near Job
6. Dreaming stage
7. Head of the mob
8. "Get there faster!"
9. Requiring extremely large clothing
10. Rhythm relative
11. Declaration at an altar
12. Brainy, socially inept one
13. Chasers in oaters
14. Stops abruptly
15. Fierce anger
16. Picnic staple
17. Maker of PCs
18. Creole cookery item
22. Starbucks selection
24. Repentant one
25. Make into a knight
31. Thunderhead at Dollywood, e.g.
33. Big-time hauler
35. Gaslight and Dead-ball
36. Bush expedition
37. United, politically (var.)
38. Things studied at Hogwarts
40. Van Susteren with reports

DEATH NOTICES
MARY ATWOOD BEAN (92), of Alexandria,  
May 29, 2018.

IMOGENE “JEAN” C. BIDDLE (82), of Alexandria, 
June 6, 2018

DORIS CHAMBERS (84), of Alexandria,  
May 26, 2018

JOHN J. GALLAGHER, of Alexandria, May 2018

NELLIE D. GREAVES (93), formerly of Alexandria, 
May 23, 2018

CHARLES B. HALL (28), of Alexandria,  
May 31, 2018

NATALIE MIESZCZANSKI (92), of Alexandria,  
June 1, 2018

CARL A. PIECHOSKI (70), of Alexandria,  
May 25, 2018
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LEGAL NOTICES

Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria 
District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 20, 2018 beginning at 7:30 
PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following appli-
cations:
BAR Case #2017-00165
Request for reapproval of partial 
demolition/encapsulation at 109 
Duke Street
Applicants: Martha & Steven 
Peterson
BAR Case #2017-00166
Request for reapproval of alter-
ations and addition at 109 Duke 
Street
Applicants: Martha & Steven 
Peterson 
BAR Case #2018-00241
Request for alterations with sig-
nage at 817 A King Street
Applicant: Calico
BAR Case #2018-00242
Request for partial demolition/
encapsulation at 628 South Lee 
Street
Applicant: Michael Palmer
BAR Case #2018-00243
Request for addition at 628 South 
Lee Street
Applicant: Michael Palmer
BAR Case #2018-00245
Request for alterations at 629 
South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Robin Noyes
BAR Case #2018-00257
Request for partial demolition/en-
capsulation at 408 Prince Street
Applicant: Linda McIntyre
Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets. 

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 180506

The Alexandria City School 

Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking responses from 
qualified Offerors interested in 
providing a literacy intervention 
program, resources, and profes-
sional learning services to support 
the needs of English Learners 
(EL) and Students with Limited 
or Interrupted Formal Education 
(SLIFE) in grades 3 through 12).
Sealed Responses will be uploaded 
in ACPS’ Vendor Self Service 
(VSS) system before 3 PM on 
June 14, 2018. The time is deter-
mined by the System clock, please 
register and upload early. 
A USB with one response and 
the notation RFP# 180506, 
LITERACY INTERVENTION 
PROGRAM must be received in 
the Procurement Office, located 
at 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or 
before 3:00 pm, June 14, 2018. 
The time of receipt shall be deter-
mined by the time clock stamp 
in the Procurement office for the 
USB. Documents may be obtained 
by downloading the RFP from the 
ACPS website at https://www.acps.
k12.va.us/purchasing. Registration 
is not required to download the 
RFP, but registration is required 
to respond.
All questions must be submitted 
before 3:00 p.m., on June 7, 2018 
with the notation RFP# 180506 
Literacy Intervention Program 
Question.  If necessary, an adden-
dum will be issued and posted to 
VSS.
No RFP may be withdrawn for a 
period of ninety (90) days after 
the opening of proposals except as 
may be set forth in the RFP.
ACPS reserves the right to cancel 
this RFP and/or reject any or all 
applications and to waive any 
informalities in any response.
Melanie Johnson
Contract Specialist

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID NUM-
BER 180508

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking bids from qual-
ified bidders for the provision of 
ACPS uniforms and apparel for all 
ACPS sites and locations. ACPS 
desires to establish term con-
tract(s) for uniform and apparel 
items with a percentage discount 
from catalogue prices.
All questions must be submit-

ted via email with the notation, 
“ITB NO. 180508 Uniforms & 
Apparel”, on or before 3:00 p.m. 
on June 12, 2018. If necessary, 
an addendum will be issued and 
posted to the ACPS Vendor Self 
Service site.  
Using the Internet Explorer 
browser, electronic bids will 
be submitted to ACPS’ Vendor 
Self-Service (VSS) on or before 
3:00 p.m. on June 20, 2018. The 
time of receipt shall be deter-
mined by the system time stamp 
in the Vendor Self-Service System.  
Any bids received after that date 
and time shall not be considered. 
MAILED OR HAND-DELIV-
ERED PAPER BIDS SHALL NOT 
BE ACCEPTED. 
Bidders submitting electronic 
bids in the Vendor Self- Service 
System should also send (1) 
original response on a USB flash-
drive, labeled as “ITB 180508, 
UNIFORMS & APPAREL”, (2) 
two different samples for each 
category proposed, and pre-paid 
shipping label for returns on or 
before 3:00 p.m. on June 20, 2018 
to Financial Services Department/
Procurement Office, 1340 Brad-
dock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, 
Virginia. The time of receipt for 
the mailed or hand-delivered USB, 
samples, and pre-paid labels for 
return shall be determined by the 
time clock stamp in the Procure-
ment Office.
Bidders desiring materials 
returned after evaluation must 
provide pre-paid shipping labels 
for those returns.
ITB documents may be obtained 
at the above Procurement Office 
website at https://www.acps.k12.
va.us/purchasing. Vendor Self 
Service login is required for 
bid submission at https://acps.
munisselfservice.com/.
Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

AUCTIONS
ABSOLUTE AUCTION SMITH 
MOUNTAIN LAKE Waterfront Lot 
with Dock. June 23 at 10 am. 
Lot 55, The Retreat, Franklin 
County, Virginia. Tax Assessed 
Value: $220,000.00. WALKER 
COMMERCIAL SERVICES, www.
walkercommercialservices.com 
540-344-6160     VAAF 549

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training.  Financial aid 
for qualified students – Career 

placement assistance. CALL Avi-
ation Institute of Maintenance 
SCHEV certified 877-204-4130

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL TRAINING FOR LO-
CAL/OTR DRIVERS!  $700-
$1200 a week! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans in 
Demand! Richmond/Fredericks-
burg 877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill‐ Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases 
of cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com 

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Classifieds
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Celebrating 23 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

703.622.5984 | janet@janetpricehomes.com | janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

TWO NEW LISTINGS – TWO NEW MOVE-RIGHT-IN OPPORTUNITIES

Just one mile south of Old Town Alexandria and located across from Belle Haven Country 

Club is the highly sought-after community of Belle Haven. Like its name, the beauty of this 

neighborhood’s surroundings is exemplary. Pride of ownership is evident throughout!

There’s no place more beautiful than Belle Haven in the Spring!

6103 Vernon Terrace
Offered at $1,249,000

4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths

1930s vintage stone house renovation featuring 
carefully curated and superior updates throughout!

OPEN SUNDAY 6/10, 2-4 PM

1812 Duffield Lane
Offered at $619,000

3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | Garage

Updated three level garage home located in an  
upscale townhome community! LOW HOA!

OPEN SUNDAY 6/10, 2-4 PM




