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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 

ALEXANDRIA!
JULY 7

USA/ALEXANDRIA  
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
The event will feature entertain-

ment, a cannon salute during the 
1812 Overture, food and beverage 
sales and a grand finale fireworks 

display at 9:30.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.

Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.

Information: 703-746-5592

Matthew McCarthy
703-236-1366

4617 Duke St, AlexandriaNOVA®

ACPS’s interim leader 
passes torch to Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings Jr.
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

Dr. Lois Berlin didn’t let 
an interim title and one-
year tenure get in the way 
of moving Alexandria City 
Public Schools forward. 

The outgoing superin-
tendent finished that term 
on June 29 after stepping 
into the role a little less than 
a year ago on July 24, 2017.

During her 11 months 
and five days spearheading 
the city’s school system, 

Lois Berlin reflects on year as superintendent

Councilors also adopt 
net neutrality resolu-
tion at final meeting 
until September
BY DUNCAN AGNEW 

City council spent its 
final meeting of the ses-
sion on June 26 discussing 
the elimination of Potomac 
Yard Metro’s southern en-
trance, issues at T.C. Wil-
liams and net neutrality. 

Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son said during his oral re-
port the city is facing issues 
with student parking at 
T.C. Williams High School. 
Wilson said, starting next 

school year, students will 
no longer be able to park in 
the garage on campus. The 
parking garage adjacent to 
the academic building pre-
viously provided room for 
40 student vehicles, and 
permits cost students $80 
for the 2017-18 school year.

“Staff has been work-
ing to increase the amount 
of parking that’s available 
around the Chinquapin cir-
cle, and they believe there’s 
some opportunity there,” 
Wilson said at the meet-
ing. “…There’s still going to 

Council mulls T.C. parking, Potomac Yard Metro 

PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson revealed that starting next school year, 
T.C. Williams High School will no longer be able to provide students 
with parking passes to the garage. City staff has been working on 
alternatives, but parking will be limited. 

SEE BERLIN | 12

SEE LEGISLATIVE  | 6

Throughout 
her time as 
interim su-
perintendent, 
Dr. Lois Berlin 
strengthened 
relationships 
between 
the city and 
schools, 
staffed 
schools with 
the faculty 
they needed 
and took 
steps to ad-
dress ACPS's 
maintenance, 
facility and 
capacity 
challenges. 

PHOTO/ACPS
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Christine Roland Garner

Weichert
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

OLD TOWN

$1,575,000
Gorgeous his-
toric plaqued 
residence in the 
S.E. quadrant!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 3 re-lined 
gas fireplaces and 2 
staircases. Beauti-
fully updated with 
over 2,700 sq. ft. 
of interior space 
with tall ceilings, 
period woodwork, 
abundant built-ins 
and windows on 3 
sides. Lovely private 
garden with brick 
patio and walk-way.

$1,495,000 - Reduced
DEL RAY

Spacious home 
designed for 
today’s lifestyle 
just 2 blocks from 
“The Avenue”! 
5/6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 
with over 3500 sq. ft. 
of living space on 4 
levels. Spacious great 
room with gas fireplace, 
Chef ’s kitchen and 
informal dining area. 
Generous Owner’s suite 
with vaulted ceiling and 
en suite bath. Lower 
level rec room and huge 
storage room. Fenced 
yard with custom patio 
and off street parking.

CARLYLE CITY RESIDENCES

$939,000 - Reduced
Live work 
option! 3 luxury 
levels plus a 
main level com-
mercial space!
3 bedrooms, 3.5+/5 
baths, 4 finished 
levels and attached 
2 car garage. Open 
main with Palladian 
windows facing 
the park. Eat-in 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms 
suites and a rooftop 
deck. Freshly 
painted, new carpet, 
Move-in Ready!

Beautifully updated and expanded with a 2 
story addition!  5 bedrooms, (1 main, 4 upper), 4 full 
baths, 2 fireplaces and 3 finished levels. Chef ’s kitchen 

with center island and breakfast area. Light filled family 
room and cozy den both with custom built-ins. Upper 
level with 4 bedrooms including the spacious Master 
suite with luxury en suite bath. Main level bedroom 

suite and finished lower level with 4th full bath.

JEFFERSON PARK
Coming Soon

I Sell More Because I Do More!
The time to sell is now. Let me put my 30 years of experience  

to work for you!
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119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.FontaineCaffe.com

Get ready for  
a new Breakfast 

in Old Town!
Fontaine open for 
breakfast at 9am

The Virginia Department 
of Environmental Equality 
has approved the city and 
Alexandria Renew Enter-
prises’ plan to remediate its 
four outfalls.

The plan, developed 
jointly by the city and Alex-
Renew, outlines a plan to 
remediate the outfalls, a 
portion of Alexandria’s 
19th-century sewer system, 
by the commonwealth’s 
mandated deadline of July 1, 
2025.

The plan calls for the con-
struction of an approximate-
ly two-mile-long tunnel sys-

tem that would connect to 
the existing sewer system. 
The plan also includes im-
provements on AlexRenew’s 
Water Resource Recovery 
Facility to pump and treat 
wastewater collected in the 
tunnels. 

A city news release esti-
mates the plan would reduce 
the number of times the 
four outfalls overflow into 
the Potomac River from 60 
times per year to less than 
four times per year. 

AlexRenew, as part of 
the plan, would serve as the 
central site of construction 

for the proposed tunnel sys-
tem. City council approved 
the plan in April and also 
voted to transfer ownership 
of the outfalls from the city 
to AlexRenew. 

The plan will now enter 
its design stage, which a city 
news release said would in-
clude an outreach program 
to the community.  

The new plan follows a 
2017 bill signed by former 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe that 
mandated that the city fix 
its outfalls by 2025. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

DEQ approves city’s outfalls 
remediation plan

Little League Tournament 
kicks off at Simpson Field

Alexandria Little League 
is hosting the Junior League 
State Tournament, starting 
Friday at Eugene Simpson 
Stadium Park.

Opening ceremonies will 
take place at the field on 
Thursday and opening pitches 
will start on Friday morning. 

Twelve teams from across 
Virginia, including the Al-
exandria Little League Ju-
nior All-Stars, will vie for 
the state championship and 
the chance to make it to the 
Southeast Regional Tourna-
ment. Winners of that tour-
nament move onto the Junior 

League World Series.
Last year, the Alexandria 

Little League Intermediate 
All-Stars won the state cham-
pionship before ultimately 
losing to the South Carolina 
state champions.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Historic ship removed at Robinson 
Landing site

Archaeologists have dis-
mantled and removed one 
of the 18th-century ships 
discovered in March at the 
Robinson Landing site, de-
veloper EYA announced 
June 27.

Thunderbird Archaeol-
ogy, an archaeological firm 
contracted by EYA, and City 
of Alexandria staff oversaw 
the dismantling and remov-
al. Archaeologists completed 

PHOTO/COURTESY
Archaeologists remove one of the 18th-century ships discovered in 
March at the Robinson Landing site. SEE SHIP | 4
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Olaf is a hilariously goofy and absolutely amazing dog who 
LOVES warm hugs ,  is intelligent, loving, and athletic to the 
core. Olaf adores learning new tricks and will literally  obey 

any command  for a piece of hotdog.

This smartie learns quickly and already  knows  his basic 
commands ,  thanks to training time with our wonderful 

volunteers. Olaf is also quite a big fan of toys with squeakers 
and firmly believes that they  be  given a good shake. 

 Are you a runner?  Olaf is your guy ; can jog along a good 5 
miles.  He’s only 2 years old, and full of joy.   He loves humans, 
and after a day of play, he’s ready to settle down and watch TV 

with you.  He’s looking for his new Best Friend.

Please call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@
alexandriaanimals.org for more information.

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

 ★★★ Olaf  the Wonder Dog ★★★

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

removing the ship’s timbers 
in layered sections last week. 
Photos were taken through-
out the process.

Archaeologists estimate 
the ship dates back to the 
mid-1700s and believe the 
ship sailed for decades be-
fore it was dismantled and 
used to create new land 
on the waterfront in the 
late 1700s. It’s one of three 
found at the site this year. 

EYA donated the ship to 
the city. Archaeologists will 
now study and document 
construction details and at-
tempt to date the wood, ac-
cording to EYA.

It’s not clear what the 
plans are for the other two 
ships discovered at the site 

at this point. 
EYA said in the release 

that construction remains 
on schedule for Robinson 
Landing, a residential de-
velopment with 70 condo 

units and 26 townhouses. 
The first townhouses are 
scheduled for completion in 
fall 2018. 

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

D.C.-based pizza restau-
rant “&pizza” will open July 
12 in Potomac Yard, the 
restaurant announced. 

The restaurant has a num-
ber of locations throughout 
the region, with several loca-
tions in D.C., Maryland and 

Virginia. This is the chain’s 
first location in the city. 

The pizzeria serves up a 
number of signature pies and 
also offers build-your-own 
options. 

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

SHIP FROM | 3

Fast-casual pizza restaurant to 
open in Alexandria

CRIME

An Alexandria resident 
pleaded guilty Monday to 
two charges relating to the 
production of child pornog-
raphy.

Skydance MacMahon, 44, 
a former digital media ad-
ministrator at the U.S. De-
partment of State Foreign 
Services Institute, conspired 
with a Canadian resident to 
produce more than 1,000 
sexually explicit images and 

videos of minor children in 
Canada, according to a news 
release from the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office of the Eastern 
District of Virginia.

MacMahon directed the 
production of the images 
and videos using Skype and 
hidden cameras. He then 
distributed the image and 
video files to users of child 
pornography via cloud stor-
age services. He also directly 

sent files to consumers. 
MacMahon pleaded 

guilty to producing child 
pornography and conspiring 
to produce child pornogra-
phy. He faces a minimum 
of 15 years and a maximum 
penalty of 60 years in prison 
for the charges. He is sched-
uled for sentencing on Oct. 
12. 

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria man pleads guilty to 
child pornography charge

PHOTO/COURTESY
Archaeologists load the ship's bow and keel onto a truck. They esti-
mate that the ship dates back to the mid-1700s.

PHOTO/&PIZZA
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Enjoy the good life now at
Goodwin House Alexandria!
As part of a $70 million renovation and expansion on our Goodwin House 
Alexandria campus, we have a variety of apartments available for occupancy 
immediately – from studios to 2 and 3 bedroom units.  

Say goodbye to homeowner maintenance and hello to easy living. We are 
conveniently located near I-395 and Beauregard Street for easy access to the 
surrounding community, Old Town Alexandria and Washington, DC.  

Visit our website or call us today!  
www.goodwinhouse.org | 703-578-7201 

Residential Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care  
Nursing Care | Small House Health Care Center | Short-Term Rehab 

Palliative Care and Hospice | Goodwin House at Home

 Warmth and hospitality
 Variety of apartment sizes
 Casual and formal dining
 Fitness and life enrichment  
programs

Visit Today! Goodwin House Alexandria has current  
availability for Studios to 2 & 3 bedrooms. 
Call 703-578-7201 to schedule your tour!

Goodwin House Alexandria has current availability on selected 
floor plans - call 703-578-7201 to schedule your visit today!

 All levels of living – residential,  
assisted, memory and long-term care
 Apartments available for immediate 
occupancy

June2018_9.3x10.5_Ad_v1.indd   1 6/29/18   2:56 PM
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dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

We are proud to offer
General & Preventative Care for Families

Green, holistic and homeopathic solutions
Orthodontics and ortho alternatives 

Cosmetic and custom smile design center
Sleep and airway wellness clinic 

Is your smile ready to shine? 

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Join us 

Spring & Summer Specials
Including

Soft-Shelled Crab!

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge be very limited parking for 
the number of students who 
want those passes.”

Wilson said the elimi-
nation of student parking 
in the garage is partly due 
to increased student en-
rollment. It’s not the first 
change that’s impacted 
student parking. Last year, 
council approved a resolu-
tion that required students 
to obtain a $120 permit to 
park at Chinquapin Circle. 

“We’ve had some chal-
lenges, in many parts, due to 
some of the increased enroll-
ment demands, but also due 
to some changes from [a] pol-
icy perspective,” Wilson said. 
“There was a condition to 
require paid parking around 
the Chinquapin Circle. We re-
cently implemented that last 
year. That led to, of course, 
some spillover impacts into 
the neighborhood.”

Increased enrollment has 
meant an increase in hir-
ing for school staff. Enroll-
ment at the T.C. Williams 
King Street Campus has in-
creased by nearly 1,000 stu-
dents over the past decade, 
according to ACPS Director 
of Communications Helen 
Lloyd. The school system 
has addressed this growth 
by hiring more staff as need-
ed, Lloyd said.

“After conducting a park-
ing audit accounting for the 
increased number of em-
ployees and specialists serv-
ing our students over the 
years, T.C. has simply run 
out of space to accommo-
date parking for all students 
who wish to drive to school,” 
Lloyd wrote in a Tuesday 
email to the Times. 

To reduce the effects of 
potential parking spillover 
into the surrounding com-
munity, Lloyd said that all 
T.C. and Minnie Howard stu-
dents will now be able to ride 
the DASH bus for free. Based 
on city estimates, about 
1,000 students boarded the 
DASH bus each weekday 

during the 2017-18 school 
year.

During the meeting, 
Councilor John Chapman 
suggested exploring part-
nerships with organizations 
that have parking lots in the 
immediate vicinity of T.C. 
Williams, like the First Bap-
tist Church of Alexandria. 

Today, with no clear solu-
tion at hand, T.C.’s parking 
problem looms large on the 
minds of councilmembers. 

“We still have some work 
to do,” Wilson said. 

Division Chief for Tran-
sit Services Allan Fye and 
Director of Transportation 
and Environmental Services 
Yon Lambert also provided 
explanations at the meet-
ing for the elimination of 
the Potomac Yard Metro’s 
southern entrance from the 
long-awaited project’s plans.  

City Manager Mark Jinks 
and city staff came under 
fire in May when it was re-
vealed that Jinks, staff and 

at least some city council 
members knew the entrance 
would be eliminated in July 
2017, a little under a year 
before that information was 
released to the public. 

“The south station en-
trance is basically not eligi-
ble as a component of this 
current funding system be-
cause it’s not a standalone 
project,” Fye said. “But it is 
important also to note that 
[the Virginia Department 
of Transportation] is a po-
tential source of funds for a 
potential future south en-
trance.”

Fye said council would 
not be able to apply for 
grants that would make a 
southern entrance possible 
until 2020. Because local 
and state transportation 
departments set the budget 
for infrastructure improve-
ments six to seven years in 
advance, that grant money 

LEGISLATIVE FROM | 1

PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA
T.C. Williams King Street Campus has increased by nearly 1,000 
students in the past decade, said ACPS Director of Communications 
Helen Lloyd. 

SEE LEGISLATIVE | 8

After conducting a parking audit 
accounting for the increased number 
of employees and specialists serving 
our students over the years, T.C. 
has simply run out of space to 
accommodate parking for all students 
who wish to drive to school.”

– Helen Lloyd,
director of communications, ACPS 
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BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because there are still friends to feed

Brandywine resident since 2015

Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living's 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300 to schedule your tour!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

NOWOPEN!
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Stay cool with our  
Summer Days Special! 

AC check only $69.95

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

wouldn’t become available 
until Fiscal Year 2026 or 
2027, Fye said.  

Lambert said the city is 
committed to working with 
the Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transpor-
tation to acquire additional 
funding for the West End 
Transitway and other im-
portant projects, including 
a southern entrance for the 
Potomac Yard Metro. 

Mayor Allison Silber-
berg encouraged exploring 
all possible alternatives to 
make the south entrance a 
reality. 

“I think we would be wise 
to look towards committing 
towards the southern en-
trance being added,” Silber-
berg said. “We want the sta-
tion to be highly used and to 

be as easy as possible for ac-
cessibility for all regardless 
of ability. I think that would 
make a huge difference for 
usage.”

Chair of the Information 
Technology Commission 
Catharine Rice also made a 
presentation at the meeting 
to review a council resolu-
tion on net neutrality. 

Federal net neutrality 
rules expired on June 11. As a 
result, Rice said, companies 
like Comcast now have the 
power to regulate internet 
connectivity in Alexandria 
and elsewhere across the 
country. While city council 
cannot reverse that change, 
councilmembers wanted to 
make a statement in support 
of net neutrality. 

“[The city’s resolution] 
establishes the city’s sup-
port for net neutrality to-

ward the idea of the city 
being a net neutrality city, 
and then it urges the federal 
government to adopt a na-
tional policy to enforce net 
neutrality,” Rice said. 

Council has passed a 
number of non-binding res-
olutions, including a resolu-
tion on gun control reform. 
Members unanimously en-
dorsed the resolution.  

“The city doesn’t cur-
rently have the capability to 
enforce net neutrality,” Sil-
berberg said. “However, the 
resolution, in my opinion, 
sends a really powerful sig-
nal to our residents, to our 
businesses and to state and 
national lawmakers that our 
community fully supports a 
free and open internet and 
that we will do all we can to 
protect it.”

-dagnew@alextimes.com Alexandria
Aces since 2008

alexandriaaces.com

Upcoming Games
7/6 Baltimore Dodgers (away)
7/7 Herndon Braves (home)

7/8 Bethesda Big Train (away)
7/9 Silver Spring Thunderbolts (home)

7/10 DC Grays (away)
7/13 Gaithersburg (home)

7/12 Rockville Express (away)
7/14 Baltimore Redbirds (home)

All home games start at 6:30 p.m., all away games are at 7 p.m.

Home games are held at Frank Mann Field
3700 Commonwealth Ave. Alexandria, VA 22205

Alexandria_Aces AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces

LEGISLATIVE FROM | 6

June 28

Aces L 3-1 vs. D.C. Grays

June 29

Aces L 4-1 @ Bethesda Big Train

June 30

Aces L 7-1 @ FCA Braves

July 1

Aces L 9-6 vs. Loudoun Riverdogs

July 2

Aces L 5-3 vs. Rockville Express

Aces L 6-1 vs. Rockville Express

The Alexandria Aces are Alexandria’s own collegiate sum-
mer baseball club that competes in the Cal Ripken Collegiate Base-

ball League. Home games take place at Frank E. Mann Field and 
away games take place throughout the D.C. metro area. 

ALEXANDRIA ACES REPORT

Scores this week:

SPORTS

CAL RIPKEN COLLEGIATE  
SOUTH DIVISION

Team Record
Bethesda Big Train 21-4

FCA Braves 12-12
D.C. Grays 12-14

Alexandria Aces 10-13
Loudoun Riverdogs 6-18
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WE GET
IT DONE:

703.691.5500    |    ScheduleFRED.com

DECKS
PORTICOS
MASONRY
ROOFING
SIDING
SHUTTERS
FENCES
GUTTERS
& MORE

Visit ScheduleFRED.com 
today to book your outdoor 
project consultation.

THOUSANDS OF HOMEOWNERS 
SERVED IN THE DMV

Grade A on Angie’s List

Rated 5 Stars on Facebook

Great Reviews Awardee
GUILD QUALITY

A  D I V I S I O N  O F
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Following April debut, 
co-working space Alx 
Community surpasses 
membership goals
BY NOAH ABBE

More than two months 
since the launch of Found-
ers Hall in April, Alx Com-
munity partners Scott Shaw 
and Kelly Grant say the 
co-working space is thriv-
ing. 

Shaw, who spearheaded 
the development of Found-
ers Hall, was inspired to 
create the space out of what 
he considered “the ugliest 
building in Old Town.”

“I’d walk by this build-
ing a lot of times, like a 
lot of other people in Old 
Town, and I kept think-
ing, ‘What could you do 
with that building?’” Shaw 
said. “What’s not here that 
should be here?” 

Shaw initially consid-
ered converting the entire 
building into a co-working 
space, but opted instead to 
combine a number of uses 
under the same roof, with 
the help of his connections.

“If you put a couple uses 
together, one plus one plus 
one might equal seven,” 
Shaw said. 

Shaw said, when con-
sidering what to put inside 
Founders Hall, he thought 
about what the neighbor-
hood needed.  

“We wanted to figure 
out what’s not in the mar-
ket, and then put together 
a beautifully designed space 
that hopefully would reso-
nate with the community, 
and it seems that it has,” 
Shaw said.

The building was always 
envisioned as an open work-
space, which meant Shaw 
and his team had a num-
ber of renovations ahead of 
them. 

“The building took a 
great deal of work and it 
took a while to figure out 
how to squeeze everything 
into one building,” Shaw 
said. “It had no windows, so 
the first problem was open-
ing the space up.”

The finished product 
is home to a South Block, 
which serves cold press juic-
es, smoothies, acai bowls 
and coffee, the 116 King 
pop-up boutique and a yoga 

studio on the ground floor 
and co-working space Alx 
Community on the second 
floor. 

Shaw said architect Paul 
Beckmann and contrac-
tor Russell Gage were able 
to make his initial vision a 
reality. Beckmann’s work, 
which included installing a  
massive skylight and floor-
to-ceiling windows on the 
upper level, was extraordi-
nary, according to Shaw.

Now, just a few months 
after its grand opening, 
Shaw and business partner 
Grant consider Alx Commu-
nity to be an early success.  
Capacity is filling for the 
co-working space, which of-
fers memberships ranging 
from $149 for 30 hours of 
access per month to $375 for 
a dedicated desk to $1,100 
for a private office.

“We’re five months 
ahead of our plan on the 
co-working leasing,” Shaw 
said. “We’re at around 85 
percent capacity for the 
co-working, which was our 
long term goal. The four 

businesses are all running 
ahead of plan.” 

Grant was pleased with 
the sense of communi-
ty that has been built in 
Founders Hall. 

“The most successful 
part has been watching 
people thrive. They get to 
collaborate together. One of 
our members made her first 
sale within her first eight 
days here. People form new 
partnerships,” Grant said. 
“We’ve got a web design-
er developing content and 
sites for a nonprofit. We 
have nonprofits partnering 
with businesses. That’s the 
whole dream of why we want 
to do this well, because they 
are forming a community.”

Shaw said co-working 
spaces, like Alx Communi-
ty, are where the workplace 
is headed. 

“Companies are look-
ing for more flexibility in 
their office environment, 
and they’re looking for a 
different kind of environ-

Founders Hall sees early success in Old Town

Jesus Christ Superstar                                7/21-8/11

With music by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and lyrics by Tim 
Rice, this musical is a timeless 
work set against the backdrop 
of an extraordinary and 
universally-known series of 
events. Don’t miss the chance 
to experience this dramatic 
and inspirational musical.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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PHOTO/JACOB PROKELL
Alx Community is envisioned as more than just a space to work. It also strives to build a sense of com-
munity with open space and frequent events, such as book clubs, lectures and food and wine tastings. 
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Quality of life while living with Alzheimer’s

How can we help you?
Ask our memory care specialists what is 
possible for those living with dementia

(866) 995-1377  
silverado.com/explore

memory care | community

alexandria

Call to schedule a tour of our community
and talk with our team of professionals 
2807 King Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22302

BUSINESS

ment. That’s what this 
represents,” Shaw said.

Grant said one of the 
things that makes Alx 
Community a unique 
workspace is its open door 
policy for canine compan-
ions. 

“Alexandria is one of 
the most dog-friendly cit-
ies in the country,” Grant 
said. “It was a super sim-
ple decision to make when 
we realized that people 
work better and enjoy 
their work more when 
they can do so with their 
pup. On any day, we typi-
cally have one or two, and 
on our busiest day so far 
we had five.”

Shaw said Grant’s spe-
cialty is working to build 
a sense of community 
through frequent events, 
such as book clubs, lec-
tures and food and wine 
tastings.

“That’s where my part-
ner Kelly comes in,” Shaw 
said. “She’s put a rich con-
tent layer together, so [on] 
any given week, there’s 
five to six different things 
going on. It might be talks 
on personal financing, it 
might be a wine tasting, 
it might be a startup ad-
vice session or a coding 
workshop. We’re about 
celebrating what makes 
Alexandria different and 
special, and that’s our 
membership.” 

Founders Hall hosts 
the TALX series, in which 
local speakers present 
their area of expertise. 
Other events include the 
Girls Night In series, a 
book club. 

“We’ve done about 31 
events in the last nine 
weeks,” Grant said, “My 
hope is that we’ll contin-
ue to do that. As a previ-
ous small business owner, 
I remember thinking how 

hard it is every day just to 
do my job, and I wasn’t the 
expert on all the different 
things that I needed to 
be. We’ve been putting 
together programs and 
content that small busi-
ness owners and the larg-
er community of Alexan-
dria can benefit from. We 
open those up to the pub-
lic and to our members for 
free. We’ve had well over 
a thousand people attend-
ing our events in the last 
nine weeks.”

Grant said she consid-
ers the biggest success as 
giving people the oppor-
tunity to work together.

“The most successful 
part has been watching 
people thrive,” Grant said. 
“They get to collaborate 
together. People form new 
partnerships. That’s the 
whole dream of why we 
want to do this well, be-
cause they are forming a 
community.”

FOUNDERS FROM | 10 Alx Com-
munity's 
Found-
ers Hall 
opened in 
April, but 
according 
to part-
ner Scott 
Shaw, it 
is already 
five 
months 
ahead of 
schedule. 
Shaw 
said the 
co-work-
ing space 
is at 
around 
85 
percent 
capacity. 

PHOTO/
JACOB 
PROKELL
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Berlin has tackled a host of 
challenges and navigated 
ACPS through the Fiscal Year 
2019 budget cycle – a cycle 
where, unlike FY2018, the 
schools and the city saw eye-
to-eye. City Manager Mark 
Jinks recommended fully 
funding the schools’ oper-
ating budget and capital im-
provement program, which 
council approved when it en-
dorsed the budget in May.  

Berlin has focused on 
strengthening the relation-
ships between ACPS and 
the city, which had become 
strained. Since Berlin start-
ed, the joint city-schools fa-
cilities taskforce has made 
recommendations about 
streamlining budget cycles 
and processes for both in-
stitutions, recommenda-
tions which are slowly being 
implemented. She has also 
hired a number of key ACPS 
personnel.

Colleagues said Berlin’s 
more than two decades of ex-
perience in the school system 
helped her effectively transi-
tion into the interim role and 
make progress at ACPS in a 
short period of time.

Berlin left retirement last 
summer to assume the role of 
interim superintendent while 
the school board searched for 
a permanent replacement for 
Dr. Alvin Crawley, who left 
ACPS for a position at George 
Mason University. She had 
spent the majority of her 40-
year career in various prin-
cipal and leadership roles at 
ACPS. Starting in 2004, she 
spent seven years as superin-
tendent of Falls Church City 
Public Schools. 

Chief Academic Officer 
Terri Mozingo said Berlin’s 
experience made her unique-
ly qualified for the interim 
position.  

“It’s been a wonderful ex-
perience, mainly because of 
the fact that she worked pre-
viously in Alexandria,” Moz-
ingo said. “Because of that, 
she was able to bring back 

tremendous expertise as well 
as history and knowledge of 
the system and the commu-
nity.”

Berlin said one of her 
proudest accomplishments 
was strengthening the com-
munity by building relation-
ships, especially between 
ACPS and the City of Alex-
andria. 

“I would say that we’ve 
managed to build more trust 
this year,” Berlin said. “The 
relationships between city 
and school staff, with prin-
cipals and with folks in the 
school, I feel that relation-
ships are improved and more 
productive in that way. When 
you start to get the right peo-

ple in the right seats, then 
things begin to improve and 
processes improve.”

That improved relation-
ship was a big part of Jinks’ 
proposal to fully fund her 
proposed operating budget 
and capital improvement 
program – a far cry from the 
chaos that erupted during 
the FY18 process.  

Berlin and Jinks met peri-
odically to share information 
and strategies and the two 
appointed members of the 
joint city-schools task force.

“She realized that it was 
important to have strong 
connections between the city 
and school staff at all levels, 
not just at the city manag-

er/superintendent level, the 
council/board level, but all 
the way through the organi-
zations,” Jinks said. 

People were key to Ber-
lin’s strategy during her year 
at the helm of ACPS. Berlin 
said she made several hires 
to “get the bus moving in the 
right direction with the right 
people on it.” Major appoin-
tees include Chief Operating 
Officer Mignon Anthony, 
Director of Transportation 
Charles Stone and principals 
at Jefferson-Houston, Fer-
dinand T. Day Elementary 
School and Matthew Maury, 
among others. 

She also oversaw the con-
struction of two new schools, 
Ferdinand Day and Patrick 
Henry Elementary School. 

“She didn’t treat this as 
an interim job that she was 
just a placeholder for,” Chief 
Financial Officer Michael 
Herbstman said. “She came 
in right away and wanted to 
keep moving forward and I 
think left the division overall 
in a much better place for Dr. 
Hutchings coming into it.” 

In addition to helping 
pave the way for Hutchings, 
Berlin has also steered ACPS 

through several challenges 
both at the local and nation-
al level.

“She was problem-ori-
ented – that’s a strength of 
hers,” Mozingo said. “She 
embraced the challenges. In 
many cases, she saw chal-
lenges as opportunities.” 

On the local scale, Ber-
lin had to face facilities and 
maintenance issues, includ-
ing a water main break that 
shut down George Washing-
ton Middle School for three 
days and another incident at 
the school where a student 
resource officer discharged 
his weapon on school prop-
erty.

“G.W. was probably one 
of the biggest challenges,” 
Berlin joked – in addition to 
hiring a principal for Fer-
dinand Day who, it was lat-
er revealed, was accused of 
misconduct in past school 
districts.

Berlin also found her-
self facing national issues, 
including the shortage of 
teachers and principals and 
school security in the midst 
of shootings across the coun-
try. 

“On the last day of school, 
after it was out, I was like, 
‘Thank God. Just thank you 
that we finished this year 
safe,’” Berlin said. “We have 
plans in place with our vio-
lent intruder training … and 
by December we’ll have all 
schools trained, just know-
ing how to respond. It’s the 
challenge of having to think 
differently about school 
security. Hardening our 
schools in a way that we nev-
er thought we’d have to do 
ten years ago.”

Throughout the highs and 
the lows, Berlin’s colleagues 
applaud her leadership. 

“Lois is definitely no non-
sense,” T.C. Williams Princi-
pal Peter Balas said. “What 
you see is what you get. She’s 
honest, she’s transparent … 
and she’s thoughtful about 
what she does. She’s also 
present at a lot [of events] 

BERLIN FROM | 1

SEE BERLIN | 13

She didn’t treat this as an interim 
job that she was just a placeholder 
for. She came in right away and 
wanted to keep moving forward 
and I think left the division 
overall in a much better place for 
Dr. Hutchings coming into it.”

– Michael Herbstman, 
chief financial officer, ACPS 

COURTESY PHOTO
Dr. Lois Berlin applauds George Washington Middle School Principal Jesse Mazur on being named prin-
cipal of the year. Berlin's collegues commended her for being a highly visible interim superintendent and 
making appearances across the school division at events both big and small. 
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Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.
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5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 
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INDEPENDENT LIVING   
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HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

and I think that means a lot 
to the staff, the parents and 
the students.” 

Mozingo agreed that Ber-
lin had effective and strong 
relationships with individual 
principals and schools. 

“She was highly visible 
in schools, in classrooms,” 
she said. “Everywhere you 
go, you would see her. Ev-
erywhere. She was at parent 
meetings, she was at adviso-
ry meetings, obviously she 
participated in board meet-
ings. She was just highly vis-
ible. I didn’t really look to her 
as an interim. She was the 
superintendent.”

Berlin said her favorite 
memories over the past year 
were the ones involving stu-
dents, whether it was read-
ing to elementary school 
students, attending gradu-
ations, joining students in 
participating in National 
Walkout Day on March 14 or 
meeting with the Superin-

tendent’s Student Leadership 
Counsel. 

 “For me, and for all of us, 
she’s truly inspirational and 
caring, but strategic and very 
focused,” Mozingo said, “and 
I would say a very, very wise 
leader, but one that really 

loves and will continue to 
love Alexandria, the commu-
nity as well as the school sys-
tem. And she led with a high 
degree of passion. It’s good 
to see people who love what 
they’re doing.”

Berlin has now passed on 

the reigns to Hutchings, who 
began as the new superin-
tendent on Monday. 

“You become very posses-
sive about the school system, 
and I didn’t want to turn it 
over to just anybody,” Berlin 
said, “With that in mind, I’m 
really happy to be turning it 
over to him. He’s terrific.”

 Now that she’s retiring 
– again – Berlin said she 
plans to spend time with 
family and pick up work re-
lated to education on a part-

time basis. 
“I think what will make 

me happiest is not having 
that alarm clock go off every 
morning at 6 or 6:30,” she 
said. 

“I just think it’s been ter-
rific being back this year,” 
she said. “My heart was very 
much in Alexandria, even for 
the 13 years that I was gone. 
I’m very much at home here, 
and I’m glad to have been 
able to come back home.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com
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FILE PHOTO
Dr. Lois Berlin addresses the media outside of George Washington 
Middle School on March 13  after a student resource officer acci-
dentally discharged his weapon in the school. Berlin said the inci-
dent, in light of the increase in school shootings across the country, 
was one of the challenges she faced as interim superintendent. 

Lois is definitely no nonsense. 
What you see is what you get. 
She’s honest, she’s transparent 
… and she’s thoughtful about 
what she does. She’s also present 
at a lot [of events] and I think 
that means a lot to the staff, the 
parents and the students.”

– Peter Balas, 
principal, T.C. Williams High School
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RANA ABU GHAZALEH PHILLIP ACOSTA RICARDO F. ALFARO 
RAMOS 

JESSICA BROWN 
Rana Abu Ghazaleh is a capitol 
project manager for the City of Al-
exandria. In November 2017, Ghaza-
leh was elected president of the 
International Planned Parenthood 
Federation to lead the federation’s 
policy-making body for the next 
three years. A Fulbright Scholar, she 
holds an M.S. in Urban Planning 
from the State University of New 
York at Buffalo, specializing in com-
munity and international/economic 
development. Ghazaleh has led 
various high visibility projects within 
the city, like the city’s Strategic 
Facility Plan, and was involved as a 
volunteer with IPPF for more than 
15 years. She has been a keynote 
speaker at several global platforms 
on international development and 
urban planning issues.

Phillip Acosta has lived, worked 
and volunteered in Alexandria since 
2003. He has served as an election 
official and just completed his third 
term on the Alexandria Commission 
on Information Technology where 
he served as the chairman until the 
end of 2017. Acosta also started his 
own Information Technology firm, 
GuROO, in 2010 that is headquar-
tered in Alexandria and employs 
more than 30 people. Acosta’s com-
pany provides support to some of 
the most prestigious executive level 
agencies in the federal government. 
He also has a passion for helping 
people. He mentors others trying to 
start small businesses and helps 
children at schools in the D.C. area.

Born and raised in Puerto Rico, Al-
faro Ramos has served on a variety 
of technology and policy-related 
projects. He holds a B.S. in electri-
cal engineering from the University 
of Puerto Rico. He founded his own 
technology startup and helped cre-
ate Puerto Rico’s first hackathon. 
Alfaro Ramos served as IT director 
at the Office of the Governor of 
Puerto Rico and later transferred 
to Washington, D.C. as director 
of intergovernmental affairs. He 
currently works as an IT developer 
for the federal government and 
is engaged with local entities in 
Alexandria. However, he considers 
becoming a father in late 2014 as 
his greatest accomplishment.

Jessica Brown is the president 
and co-founder of the advertis-
ing agency Joy Riot. Through her 
career, Brown has led award-win-
ning, KPI-busting, international 
campaigns for many brands. She’s 
an advocate for women in the 
workplace, ensuring safe workplac-
es and making our diverse region 
a hub of creativity. In her free 
time, she searches for her latest 
inspiration, whether it’s exploring 
hidden gems, volunteering at the 
local animal shelter or mentoring 
students and young professionals 
to shape our future leaders. She 
graduated from high school in Tokyo 
and earned her BBA at the George 
Washington University. 

JUSTIN CARL 

KESHAUN R. CLARK MARIA ELIZABETH 

Justin Carl has spent his career 
working to clean our waterways 
and incorporate sustainable design 
features that benefit our local en-
vironment. As a principal engineer 
at Brown and Caldwell’s Alexandria 
office, he is focused on working 
with Alexandria Renew on the West 
Side Wet Weather program aimed 
at capturing wet weather flows to 
reduce combined sewer overflows 
within the city. This project directly 
impacts the health of our environ-
ment and will improve quality of life 
for all Alexandrians. Carl is passion-
ate about cleaning waterways to im-
prove public health and preserving 
the enjoyment of outdoor recreation 
for future generations. 

Keshaun Clark was proudly born 
and raised in Alexandria. She has 
been a banker in the area for 19 
years. Clark is now a vice president 
for WashingtonFirst Bank in Old 
Town. Clark is deeply involved in 
the community. She hosts free 
financial literacy seminars at local 
rec centers, mentors teen girls in 
the area and has been a longtime 
board member of Project Discovery 
at T.C. Williams High School. She 
has volunteered countless hours 
for organizations such as Stop Child 
Abuse Now, the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria and the Alexandria 
Animal Welfare League. 

As the founder and owner of Salon 
deZEN, Elizabeth is passionate 
about helping people discover, 
create and recreate who they are vi-
sually, promoting harmony between 
the inside and outside self. She is 
passionate about the community 
and helping to develop young lead-
ers into tomorrow’s entrepreneurs. 
This passion has also extended into 
her role as the vice president of the 
Old Town Boutique District, where 
she serves a vital role in elevating 
the Old Town business community.

JASON ALANZO ELLIS
Jason Ellis is the founder and 
executive director of Momentum 
Collective Inc., in addition to serving 
as the director of resident and 
community services with the Alex-
andria Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority. His professional associa-
tions include the Northern Virginia 
Urban League Young Professionals 
Network and the Northern Virginia 
Black Chamber of Commerce, 
where he serves as a board mem-
ber. Since 2009 he has established 
himself as a recognized playwright, 
having written, directed, choreo-
graphed and produced several origi-
nal social commentary musicals. He 
was recently recognized as a 2018 
Alexandria Living Legend recipient 
for his work in this space.

TAVARES M. FLOYD
Tavares M. Floyd is an Alexandria 
attorney and chief executive officer 
of the BeWell Project, an organiza-
tion centered on ending systems 
that limit black wellness and em-
phasizing the urgency of protecting 
people living on the margins of the 
margins. Floyd serves on the board 
for Concerned Citizens Network of 
Alexandria and the Charles Houston 
Recreation Center, is a commission-
er on Alexandria’s Commission on 
HIV/AIDS, is the Northern Virginia 
Urban League’s Young Profession-
als Network Director of Political 
Engagement for 2018-19, and is a 
proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc. Floyd earned a B.A. 
from Christian Brothers University 
and a Juris Doctorate from South-
ern University Law Center. 

CHRISTINE FRIEDBERG
After graduating from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina-Wilmington, 
Christine Friedberg moved to D.C. 
in 2003 to work in banking, and 
later at a consulting firm. After her 
daughter was born, she considered 
the world she wanted to create for 
her and opened a Griswold Home 
Care franchise. She has since 
opened three additional franchises, 
which help the elderly and disabled 
stay in their homes. Her Old Town-
based business employs more than 
100 people and serves more than 
500 families. Friedberg volunteers 
with the Alexandria Rotary, Senior 
Services of Alexandria, Rebuilding 
Together Alexandria and coaches 
children’s soccer. She and her 
husband have lived in Alexandria for 
eight years and have three children.

FORTY

FORTY

UNDER
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ADAM JOHN 
FROEMMING 

ALYIA GASKINS THOMAS A. GIBSON MATTHEW GILLETTE 

A native of Omaha and graduate of 
the University of Nebraska, Adam 
Froemming, along with his wife and 
son, live in the city’s Eisenhower 
Valley. As part of the Premium Sales 
& Service team at the Washington 
Nationals, Froemming is charged 
with new business development and 
client retention. In 2016, he was 
appointed by the Alexandria City 
Council to the Historic Restoration 
& Preservation Commission. In ad-
dition to serving on the Chamber’s 
Business Development committee, 
he’s a member of the Capitol Hill 
Lions Club, coaches his son’s t-ball 
team and volunteers at Cornerstone 
Schools of D.C.

An advocate for children and fam-
ilies, Alyia Gaskins works to build 
healthy, equitable communities. As 
assistant director of programs for 
the Center for Community Invest-
ment, she supports communities by 
expanding access to healthy food, 
affordable housing and transit. As 
senior associate at the National 
League of Cities, Gaskins helped 
hundreds of municipalities pass 
policies to help children grow up 
healthier and thrive. At D.C. Hunger 
Solutions, she collaborated with 
community partners to help end 
childhood hunger. Gaskins serves 
on the Alexandria Transportation 
Commission, Prevention Connec-
tions board of directors, Make-A-
Wish community council and Good 
Shepherd Housing leadership 
council.

Originally from Stafford, Virginia, 
Thomas A. Gibson serves as Vice 
President of Development at Strat-
ford Capital Group and is a Marine 
Corps Veteran. His career in real 
estate development has involved 
complex projects specializing in 
mixed-income and mixed-use 
properties requiring public-private 
partnerships. Gibson was appointed 
by the governor to the board of the 
Virginia Housing Development Au-
thority and sits on other boards and 
commissions serving the Northern 
Virginia and military communities. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Virginia, a master’s 
degree in real estate finance from 
Georgetown University and is an 
Executive MBA candidate at Cornell 
University.

Matthew Gillette is a community 
cultivator who believes in the power 
of neighbors to make the City of 
Alexandria better. While he has only 
called the Port City home for the 
past five years, he has fallen in love 
with the people and neighborhoods 
of what he calls the Mount Vernon 
Avenue corridor. He wears many 
professional hats including being a 
small group and missions director 
for National Community Church, 
executive director of Restore 
Alexandria and regional connector 
for the Parish Collective. He is also 
involved in many community organi-
zations like Hunger Free Alexandria 
and the Del Ray Business Associ-
ation.

CAROLINE GOREE

DAMIEN HAMMOND KATIE HANSEN DAVID HARRELL 

Caroline Goree is a project leader 
for BOWA – a design, build and 
remodeling company – focused on 
guiding their clients in Alexandria 
through their complex remodel-
ing projects. She brings to BOWA 
experience in both high-end interior 
design and residential real estate 
in the D.C. Metro Area. An Alexan-
dria native, Goree moved back to 
her hometown after receiving a 
B.S. degree in interior design from 
High Point University. Her effective 
communication skills and commu-
nity involvement coupled with her 
diverse background in residential 
design and real estate sales make 
her a valuable member of the BOWA 
team. 

Damien Hammond has more than 
20 years of experience providing 
environmental, health and safety 
services. In less than three years, 
his firm has grown to more than 20 
employees, with operations in five 
states. He has worked with clients 
that include the Department of 
State and the Coast Guard. In 2017, 
the Small Business Administration 
selected Windjammer Environ-
mental as an Emerging Business. 
He has served as president of 
the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association, as a board member for 
The Campagna Center, as a human 
rights commissioner for the City of 
Alexandria and a subject matter 
expert for the Black Congressional 
Caucus.

Katie is a business owner in 
Alexandria; she co-founded CXO of 
Mekanic, a boutique branding agen-
cy. She has helped lead Mekanic 
through more than 200 percent 
growth year-over-year, adding jobs 
and opportunities in Alexandria. 
Hansen is also the co-founder of the 
Career & Technical Scholarship for 
the Wakefield Education Founda-
tion – continuing her commitment 
to professional development and 
education options for underserved 
youth. Additionally, she has worked 
with dozens of non-profits and 
associations to help them repo-
sition their brand and story in the 
marketplace.

David S. Harrell earned his B.S.E. 
from the University of Michigan, 
while spending four years playing 
on the basketball team, and was 
twice elected team captain. Harrell 
now works for Chartis Federal as 
an Engineer and Project Manager 
supporting DHS clients nationwide, 
including building out an engineer-
ing lab locally, and designing com-
munication sites in Arizona. Away 
from the office, Harrell volunteers 
at several non-profits. He engages 
with his local alumni chapter and 
church and he is a co-founder of 
The Society of Gentlemen youth 
mentoring program. Harrell loves 
teaching strength training, and 
coaching boys and girls basketball 
in Alexandria.

MICHAEL HERBSTMAN 
Michael Herbstman is the chief 
financial officer for Alexandria City 
Public Schools. His career has 
been dedicated to improving public 
education and public safety, first in 
his hometown of Chicago and now 
in Alexandria. Herbstman previously 
worked in risk management then 
moved to the public sector, serving 
in various roles in the Chicago 
Public Schools and in Cook County, 
Illinois. Throughout his career, he 
has focused on improving the lives 
of children with a particular passion 
for early childhood education and 
special education. He has three 
master’s degrees, including a public 
policy degree from the University of 
Chicago.

ALEX HUME 
Alex Hume is a manager in Grant 
Thornton’s Alexandria-based public 
sector practice, where he helps the 
Department of Homeland Security 
strengthen its data analytics and 
risk management practices. He 
also works at Alexandria-based 
small business NetLove Tennis, 
which coordinates tennis leagues 
for hundreds of tennis players. 
Hume’s passion for Alexandria 
stems from growing up here and 
attending Episcopal High School. 
He gives back to his community as 
a board member for the Alexandria 
Seaport Foundation. He has also 
been active in Grant Thornton’s 
Community Service Committee and 
has volunteered at Alexandria’s 
Carpenter’s Shelter.

FORTY

FORTY
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ANTHONY ISTRICO BRETT JOHN JOHNSON MIKE JOHNSON TEDDY KIM TRAE LAMOND 

MATTHEW MCCARTHY 

Anthony Istrico was made for 
storytelling. His vision and creativity 
springs from a desire to make a 
connection, bring people closer 
and provide a platform for those 
in need. Istrico’s background is in 
international relations and commu-
nications, but he has always had an 
impulse to create. In 2010, Istrico 
followed his passion and walked 
away from agency life to start 
Istrico Productions, with the goal of 
empowering organizations and indi-
viduals by sharing their stories. Over 
the years, he has built a talented, 
creative team that is driven by the 
ideal of doing great work for great 
people.

Brett John Johnson became director 
of the Torpedo Factory Art Center in 
2017. He believes the future of art 
is with community engagement and 
the power of art is not the finished 
piece on a pedestal, but in the 
dialogue it creates. With an M.F.A. 
from Temple University’s Tyler 
School of Art, Johnson began his 
career as an artist before focusing 
on how people interact with art. He 
has worked in the arts throughout 
the region, including the Workhouse 
Arts Center in Lorton, Virginia, and 
at the Smithsonian. Johnson lives in 
Alexandria with his wife.

Mike Johnson is an accomplished 
communications professional with 
nearly 20 years of experience in the 
government, private and nonprofit 
sectors. He is the director of com-
munications at National Industries 
for the Blind, an Alexandria-based 
nonprofit that creates jobs for peo-
ple who are blind. Johnson began 
his career at Booz Allen Hamilton, 
where he served as a strategic com-
munications advisor to Department 
of Defense clients. He graduated 
with honors from George Mason 
University and holds a certificate in 
executive leadership from Cornell 
University. He and his wife live in 
Alexandria.

Teddy Kim is a principal of Avanti 
Holdings Group based in his 
hometown of Alexandria, where he 
attended T.C. Williams High School. 
He directs all Avanti acquisition 
efforts and oversees ongoing op-
erations related to leasing, tenant 
management, zoning, legal issues 
and selling. Kim began working as 
an AutoCad designer for a local 
steam generator manufacturer at 
age 14. He then went on to study ur-
ban planning at Virginia Tech Univer-
sity. At age 19 he started an HVAC 
service company. Since then, Kim 
has founded, operated and owned 
businesses in other industries such 
as transportation, technology and 
most recently a restaurant. Kim has 
more than 12 years of real estate 
experience, and is passionate about 
travel, food and skiing.

Born and raised in Alexandria, Trae 
Lamond is a product of Alexandria 
City Public Schools, happily married, 
living in Del Ray and the proud 
father of two wild boys. Lamond 
graduated with a B.A. in History 
from James Madison University in 
2004, and started as a server at 
Chadwick’s restaurant that summer. 
He worked his way up from server to 
bartender to manager to owner. He 
is currently vice president of the Old 
Town Business Professionals Asso-
ciation and a commissioner on the 
Alexandria Waterfront Commission.

Matthew McCarthy, an insurance 
agency owner, opened his GEICO 
NOVA local office located at 4617 
Duke St. on Dec. 21, 2015. He and 
his staff of 12 employees help D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia residents 
save money on more than just auto 
insurance. His office is open six 
days a week, and more than half 
of his employees are bilingual to 
best assist the diverse customers 
in our area. McCarthy was born and 
raised outside of Philadelphia, and 
attended Villanova University. 

SHAYLA S.  
MCCULLOUGH 

Dr. Shayla McCullough holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Forestry 
from Southern University Agricul-
tural & Mechanical College Baton 
Rouge, an M.B.A. from Texas A&M 
University and a PhD in public policy 
and administration from Walden 
University. She is an elder with 
Covenant Life Church in Alexandria. 
McCullough has been a civilian 
logistician in the Department of 
Defense for more than 15 years 
and has deployed overseas in Iraq 
and Afghanistan combat zones. 
McCullough is an active member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
within the Northern Virginia Alum-
nae Chapter supporting outreach 
initiatives in the community.

MARION MALISSA 
MCGEE 

Marion McGee is a program 
specialist in the Office of Strategic 
Partnerships of the National Muse-
um of African American History and 
Culture. She is responsible for the 
design, implementation and evalu-
ation of key collaborative initiatives 
and multi-state programs for the 
only national museum congressio-
nally mandated to strengthen and 
elevate the profile of African Amer-
ican museums, historically black 
colleges and universities and other 
institutions promoting the study or 
appreciation of African American 
history and African diaspora cultural 
heritage in the United States. She 
believes in creative problem solving 
through the embrace of failure, 
experimentation and innovation.

ANH NGUYEN 
Anh Nguyen owns and operates a 
State Farm Insurance office in the 
heart of Old Town that offers vari-
ous insurance products as well as 
financial planning services. Within 
the last eight years, her office has 
performed in the top 3 percent 
out of 19,000 agents nationwide. 
Nguyen and her team continue 
to strive to set records to help 
promote the advancement of young 
minority agents within the company. 
Aside from her business, Nguyen is 
involved in the community through 
philanthropy and volunteerism. She 
finds the most joy in helping others 
around her thrive in all stages of 
their lives.

DEVIN NOLTON
Devin Nolton was born and raised in 
Alexandria, where he still lives with 
his wife and two daughters. A grad-
uate of Bishop Ireton High School, 
Nolton went on to earn a B.S. from 
the University of Virginia. He began 
his career in banking and finance in 
2006 and currently serves as vice 
president of SunTrust Bank in Old 
Town. Nolton works with individuals 
and families in a financial planning 
capacity to help meet both short 
and long-term goals. In addition, he 
has partnered with local schools 
to help teach financial literacy to 
children of all ages.

FORTY

FORTY

UNDER
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BRIAN ORRENMAA CLARISSA KATHARINE 
PINTADO

DYLAN RAYCROFT ADRIANA GÓMEZ 
SCHELLHAAS 

KATHERINE SLATTERY 
Brian Orrenmaa joined George Ma-
son Elementary School as principal 
in 2014. He serves on the Children, 
Youth and Families Collaborative 
Commission. While at George 
Mason, Orrenmaa has worked to 
increase student achievement and 
community partnerships at the 
school. He established a partner-
ship with the Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria to promote community 
service and had partnered with the 
library system to make sure every 
child has library access. He has 
championed the growth of George 
Mason’s award-winning music 
program. He earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education 
from Gannon University and a Mas-
ter’s in educational leadership from 
the University of Dayton.

Clarissa Pintado is an estate and 
business litigation attorney with the 
Fiske Law Group. Prior to joining 
the firm, Pintado was a judicial law 
clerk for the judges of the Alexan-
dria Circuit Court. She serves as 
a director of the Alexandria Bar 
Association Board, Fourth District 
Representative of the Virginia State 
Bar Young Lawyers Conference and 
co-chair of the Alexandria Young 
Lawyers. She is an active volunteer 
and board member for the Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic Boys and Girls 
Club. Clarissa and her husband live 
in Alexandria with their dog.

Dylan Raycroft believes that busi-
nesses can be a powerful force for 
change in the world, and with his 
company, Rooftop Chimney Sweeps, 
has put forth a vision for redefining 
the home services industry away 
from merely an exchange of prod-
ucts and services to a consumer 
experience focused industry. 
Since taking over as president in 
2015, Raycroft has worked to turn 
a four-decade-long tradition of 
putting people first into a scalable 
enterprise designed to deliver that 
experience to millions of people. 
Raycroft believes that leadership 
starts with service and tries to lead 
his teams by example every day.

Adriana Gómez Schellhaas was 
born and raised in El Paso, Texas 
and has called Alexandria home 
for the past eight years. She has a 
passion for hearing people’s stories, 
learning from people and seeing 
people reach their potential. She is 
completing her role as mentoring 
director at Casa Chirilagua, which 
she’s held for three years, and will 
soon be promoted to programs 
director. She is a musician, a 
world traveler and a cat owner by 
marriage. She and her husband live, 
work and volunteer in the Arlandria 
neighborhood.

Katie Slattery is the senior director 
of ambulatory care services at Inova 
Alexandria Hospital. She joined 
Inova in 2011 after spending the 
first seven years of her career in 
clinical operations management in 
New Orleans, and is honored by the 
opportunity she’s had to positively 
impact the quality of health care de-
livery for the Alexandria community. 
Slattery earned a B.A. in psychology 
from Boston College in 2002 and 
a Masters in Health Administration 
from Cornell University in 2004. She 
has been a resident of Alexandria 
since 2011, where she lives with 
her husband and their two daugh-
ters. 

RU TOYAMA MEGAN WALKER DANA WEDELES SAMANTHA WHITESIDE KIELY WILKERSON
Ru Toyama’s main goal is to serve 
his community and to especially 
help veterans and active duty 
military and government personnel 
with their dreams of homeowner-
ship. His expertise lies in helping 
with residential purchases and 
refinance solutions. He is a gradu-
ate of the U.S. Naval Academy and 
was commissioned as an officer in 
the Navy. After serving ten years 
as a civil engineer corps officer, 
stationed around the country, and 
in Iraq and Guam, he transitioned 
into the mortgage lending business 
as a residential loan officer. He is 
an ambassador for the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce and public 
image director of the Alexandria 
Rotary Club. He is married and lives 
in the Southeast quadrant of Old 
Town with their dog and cat.

Megan Walker is director of enter-
prise-wide corporate partnerships 
at United Way Worldwide, the 
largest privately funded nonprofit 
organization in the world. In this 
role, she directs a coordinated 
effort with a network of United Ways 
focused on delivering consistent 
business and social impact value to 
UW’s top corporate partners. Prior 
to this role, Walker served as chief 
of staff at Civic Enterprises, and 
assistant director in the Executive 
Office and Strategy Department 
at Independent Sector, a national 
coalition of foundations and chari-
ties. She serves on several boards, 
has two young children and lives in 
Alexandria.

Dana Wedeles is principal planner 
with the Alexandria Department 
of Recreation, Parks, & Cultural 
Activities. Wedeles manages park 
plans to ensure Alexandrians have 
public spaces that can improve their 
wellbeing, create connections with 
each other and protect the environ-
ment. She developed and oversees 
the PARKnership Program and 
Community Matching Fund, provid-
ing opportunities for organizations 
to team with the city to improve 
park and recreational spaces. She 
received her Bachelor’s degree from 
New York University and a Master’s 
degree from Columbia University. 
Wedeles is an Alexandria native and 
loves to take her two children to the 
parks she grew up exploring.

Samantha Whiteside, MPH, CHES, 
CPT is the chief wellness officer at 
The Motley Fool, a financial services 
company in Alexandria. Her ground-
breaking work has resulted in a 90 
percent wellness program partici-
pation rate at The Motley Fool and 
garnered national press attention – 
including from the Washington Post 
and Mashable – as well as numer-
ous awards for workplace wellness. 
When she’s not busy teaching swim 
classes at Chinquapin Recreation 
Center or volunteering locally and 
internationally, Whiteside is sharing 
her love of cooking and kettlebells 
with friends and coworkers and 
relaxing with her rescue dogs, Etta 
Grace and Luna Belle.

Kiely Wilkerson is the owner and 
president of Strategic Engineering 
Solutions, a firm that focuses on 
leading-edge research and devel-
opment efforts. Wilkerson is a rec-
ognized leader in the industry and 
was selected as the 2014 DARPA 
contractor of the year. As a believer 
in “to whom much is given, much 
is required,” Wilkerson devotes 
talent and treasure to The Schiller 
Center for Connective Change, St. 
Anthony’s Day School, VIC HOP 
homeless shelter, Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church, Alice’s Kids and 
Catholic Charities. A graduate of 
Virginia Tech University, Wilkerson 
lives in Alexandria with her husband 
and two sons. 

FORTY
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HOMES
Enjoy sunshine in the shade
When shaded, outdoor areas can be up to 15 
degrees cooler  |   Page 22

CALENDAR
June and July events
Enjoy an outdoor concert, free yoga after 
work and more |   Page 25

PETS
Camping with your dog
Camping with Fido is fun, but requires 
additional planning  |   Page 20

TimesLiving
ARTS

City program set into 
motion in 2012 wins 
two national awards
BY MISSY SCHROTT

From decorated traffic 
boxes on Duke Street to a 
climbable sculpture in Del 
Ray, from a light installa-
tion in a dark tunnel to per-
formance art that only lasts 
an afternoon, Alexandria’s 
public art program has tak-
en off.

Since city council ad-
opted a public art policy in 
2012, the Office of the Arts 
has been working to bring 
temporary and perma-
nent public art to different 
neighborhoods throughout 
Alexandria. 

“Public art’s a big thing 
in Northern Virginia,” Of-
fice of the Arts Director Di-
ane Ruggiero said. “It’s one 
of those things that can help 
with place-making, give 
different neighborhoods 
an identity, give different 
parks and public spaces an 
identity, really get the com-
munity to get excited.”

Among the projects that 
have already been imple-
mented are the traffic box 
wraps on Duke Street and 
the Time & Place series that 
launched in 2017, which re-
cently was recognized as 
one of the nation’s top pub-

lic art endeavors. 
The Public Art Year in 

Review on June 28 honored 
the artists behind the Time 
& Place series’ inaugural 
installation, a collaboration 

between the Office of the 
Arts, Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum and the Office of His-
toric Alexandria.  

Time & Place is a series 
of periodic, curated exhi-

bitions of temporary public 
art located in Alexandria’s 
museums and other historic 
sites. Artists Sheldon Scott, 
Lauren Frances Adams 
and Stewart Watson used 

Gadsby’s Tavern as a lens 
to create temporary pub-
lic artwork about the city’s 
history.

Public art takes flight in Alexandria neighborhoods

PHOTO/MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN/EAST CITY ART
Sheldon Scott carts ice from the Potomac River through the streets of Old Town to Gadsby's Tavern in his performance art piece, "The Finest 
Amenities," as part of the Time & Place series. Time & Place was series of temporary public art put on by the Office of the Arts, Gadsby's 
Tavern Museum and the Office of Historic Alexandria. 

SEE ART | 24
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization

703-819-5240

Kitten season is in full swing!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

PETS

How to prepare for the 
great outdoors with 
your dog
BY KIM GILLIAM

Dogs are an important 
part of the family and many 
consider a summer vacation 
incomplete without them. 

While your pup may not 
be able to participate in ev-
ery vacation, camping is one 
where they can. Camping, 
however, calls for additional 
planning to ensure that both 
two-and four-legged camp-
ers have fun. 

Consider your pup’s 
preferences

Before you embark on a 
wilderness adventure, take 
a moment to assess your 
dog’s camp-readiness. Large 
hounds may enjoy a relaxed 
trip to a family-friend-
ly campsite, while adven-
ture-seeking doggie athletes 
make be up for a week-long 
backpacking trip. Remember 
that not all dogs do well on 
camping trips. Think about 

your dog’s personality and 
preferences to decide if they 
would actually enjoy it. If 
they are easily stressed by 
new environments, it may be 
best to leave them at home.

Research the 
destination

Identify dog-friendly 
camping sites 
or parks in ad-
vance to make 
sure your four-
legged friend is 
allowed, as well 
as on-leash laws. 
Some campsites 
only welcome 
restrained pets, 
while others are 
OK with your dog 
being off-leash 
as long as they are under 
voice control – and if you 
pick up after them, of course.

Visit your vet
Take this opportunity to 

make sure your pet is healthy 
and current on vaccinations 
and flea and tick medication.  

In addition, have your vet 
provide a copy of your pup’s 
vaccination records in case 
it’s required by any place you 
visit or stay.

Train outdoors prior to 
departure

Never let your pet out of 
sight when you allow for off-

leash playtime 
or exploration. 
C a m p g r o u n d s 
are full of inter-
esting sights, 
scents and wild-
life they may 
want to chase 
after, so you will 
need a reliable 
recall command 
to keep them out 
of trouble.  Prac-

tice your “come” and “leave 
it” commands to help ensure 
their safety on your trip. Also 
consider the type of trav-
el you will be doing. If your 
dog is not comfortable in the 
car or canoe, take steps to 

Camping with your dog

SEE PETS | 21

KIM GILLIAM

FILE PHOTO
Help ensure the safety of your pup at a campsite by practicing "come" and "leave it" commands prior to 
departure. Campgrounds are full of interesting sights and wildlife,  which is why it's important to always 
keep an eye on your pet during off-leash exploring time.
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help them acclimate. One of 
our clients is preparing for 
an upcoming mountain trip 
by sitting in a canoe in the 
backyard with their pup.

Pack a crate
If you have to leave your 

pup alone at the campsite for 
some reason, do not leash 
them. A crate will ensure 
they stay calm and safe until 
you return. A crate is also the 
best place for them to sleep 
at night. Otherwise, they are 
loose in your tent and may be 
tempted to sneak out. 

Perform wellness 
checks and be pre-
pared for emergencies

Regularly check your 
pup’s paws, mouth and ears 

for ticks, burrs and thorns 
and bring along the follow-
ing dog-specific items, in ad-
dition to a standard first aid 
kit: a bandana for a makeshift 
muzzle, flat-bladed twee-
zers and mineral oil for tick 
removal, needle-nose pliers 
for extracting large thorns 
or porcupine quills, booties 
for protecting injured paws, 
a pet first aid book, as well as 
the name, phone number and 
directions to the nearest vet.

Finally, don’t forget 
these other essential 
items 
• Ample water and collaps-
ible bowl, as dogs dehydrate 
quickly in hot weather
• A stake and long leash for 
tethering
• A short leash for walking
• A crate with blanket and 

bedding
• Dog food, bowls, treats 
and toys
• Dog brush and comb with 
flea and tick medication 
• Poop bags
• Clip-on light or glow stick 
to attach to your dog’s col-
lar at night

Being prepared will help 
you avoid any potential cri-
ses in the woods and help 
make everyone’s trip more 
enjoyable.

Kim Gilliam co-owns 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in Alexandria, with 
her husband, Kevin Gilliam.

            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Jake, Jr., was found all 
alone but is now ready 
for a wonderful forever 

family. Another cat? No 
problem! He would love 
a feline friend.

Jovial
JAKE, JR

PETS

Whoo Hoo, I Am Headed
        to Whole Dogz!

Dogs Can’t Wait To  
Stay at Whole Dogz!

Organic/holistic  All suite boarding, Overnight Manager, Web Cams, Large Indoor/
Outdoor Play Yards, Healthy Food and Supplements, Organic Grooming

Schedule a visit at the only facility catering to the Whole Dog!
wholedogz.com  •  store.wholedogz.com  

 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz

PETS FROM | 20

FILE PHOTO
Consider the type of travel you're planning and your dog's preferenc-
es. Examine their camp-readiness, and take steps to make your dog 
comfortable on the trip. 
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

This brick Colonial with 
a two-story addition has 
been transformed into a 
truly beautiful and livable 
home designed for today’s 
lifestyle. A foyer entry wel-
comes you to the living 
room with a wood-burning 
fireplace, formal dining 
room with a built-in china 
cabinet and cozy den with 
custom built-ins. 

A light-filled chef’s 
kitchen is outfitted with 
stainless steel appliances, a 
six-burner Wolf gas range, 
42-inch custom cabinetry, 
Silestone counters and cen-
ter island. Adjoining is a 
breakfast nook with a bay 
window and built-in seat-
ing. A spacious family room 
includes a coffered ceiling, 
gas fireplace, built-ins and 
French doors that open to 

the fenced yard with stone 
patio, custom shed and 
manicured lawn. 

A convenient main level 
bedroom suite with vault-
ed ceilings and French 
doors to the yard is ideal 

for guests. The upper level 
boasts four additional bed-
rooms, including the gener-
ous owner’s suite, and two 
baths. The finished lower 
level includes a recreation 
room and fourth full bath.

Location: 603 W. Windsor 
Ave., Alexandria 22302
Neighborhood: Jefferson Park
Parking: Driveway
Bedrooms: 5
Baths: 4 full
Interior: 3,206

Lot Size: 7,500
Built: 1950
Contact: Christine Garner, 
Weichert, Old Town, 703-
587-4855, Christine@
ChristineGarner.com

Beautifully renovated and expanded Jefferson Park home

PHOTOS/SHOOT & SHOWCASE
Above: Beautiful home with wonderful 
curb appeal. After the two-story addition, 
it boasts five bedrooms and four full 
bathrooms.
Left: Fenced backyard with stone patio, 
custom shed, lawn and perennial gardens.

Enjoy the sunshine this 
summer in creative outdoor 
shelters
BY MARY G. PEPITONE

Outdoor living areas can have it 
made in the shade through the use 
of canopies or awnings. Outdoor 
areas can be up to 15 degrees cool-
er when protected from the direct 
rays of the sun, said Ross Lederer, 
spokesman for Craft-Bilt Manufac-
turing Company, based outside of 
Philadelphia, and maker of patio 
covers and enclosures.

“Covering a patio or deck with 
an awning or canopy can have a 
cocooning feel,” he says. “Even 
though a patio or deck may not, 

technically, be a room outside your 
home, it can feel like one when it’s 
covered.”

Some may choose to cover an ex-
isting patio by building a permanent 
sunroom, which is a free-standing 
structure that often has glass walls 
and is attached to a home with a 
separate roofline. But for those who 
don’t take a shine to extra build-
ing expenses, semi-permanent aw-
nings, shade sails and canopies can 
be a way to throw some shade on 
construction costs.

A desire for shaded living ar-
eas outside a residence may have 
been around since there have been 

Taking a shine to shade

Roman shade sails can have an ethereal quality 
when hung on a framework covering a patio. 
(PHOTO/TENSHON)

SEE SHADE | 23
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HOMES 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 

We are one family and
we mourn the

senseless tragedy at
the Capital Gazette.

Our hearts grieve the loss of our fellow newspaper
staffers. We wish comfort and peace for their families,
friends, co-workers and all who have been touched by

this heartbreak-and healing to those who are
recovering.

rock outcroppings over cave 
dwellings, but today’s patio 
and pool coverings are both 
sleek and smart. 

“Today’s patio cover 
options aren’t your grand-
parents’ canvas coverings,” 
Lederer said. “Many times, 
patio coverings have re-
tractable options with mo-
torized screens that use 
fade-resistant fabrics.”

During the mid-20th- 
century suburban boom, 
people began retreating 
from the front porch to the 
backyard. Entertaining on 
the patio and into the back-
yard became part of a life-
style that is still popular 
today.

The patio is a concrete 
or paved area that is usu-
ally located in a home’s 
backyard. While wooden 
decks tend to feel more like 
an extension of a house, a 
patio integrates more with 
the landscape, because it is 
built directly on the ground. 
Custom-built patios have 
evolved from mere concrete 
slabs into sophisticated 
outdoor rooms with re-
tractable overhead options 
that allow a homeowner to 
choose when outdoor areas 
should have a shady or sun-
ny disposition.

Awnings
These shade structures 

have a framework – covered 
with a specially designed 
outdoor fabric – that at-
taches to the home and ex-
tends over a doorway, deck 
or patio. 

While older, wall-mount-
ed-only awnings can have a 
limited shading scope, man-
ufacturers such as Craft-
Bilt have devised hybrid 
awnings that have a room-
sized framework, which in-
cludes front legs to stabilize 
the structure over a patio or 
deck.

“The top of the awning 
can be retractable, which 

will preserve the life of the 
fabric,” Lederer said. “The 
shade is set on a roller tube, 
which unrolls at the touch 
of a button. When you’re 
ready to go inside, the aw-
ning easily rolls back up 
into its housing, which is 
mounted on the house.”

Canopies
For standalone struc-

tures that seek shade, fabric 
canopies are a sunny selec-
tion. Pergolas are popular 
outdoor structures with col-
umns that support an often 
open-roof grid of beams and 
are an ideal canopy compan-
ion.

“A canopy mounted under 
a pergola saves people from 
looking like a checkerboard, 
should they fall asleep with 
the sun shining through the 
upper latticework,” Lederer 
said. “Canopies can also be 
installed to retract or have 
a Roman shade design that 
mounts under a structure.”

Canopies can be fitted 
with built-in side curtains, 
which can add an element 
of privacy, as well as protec-
tion from the sun. A cano-
pied structure can also offer 
more height clearance than 
a conventional awning.

Shade Sails
Based on ancient ways 

of using ship sails to shade 
outdoor areas or sailors in 
encampments, today’s shade 
sails are a contemporary 
red-hot way of providing sun 
protection. Using modern 
tensile fabrics, shade sails 
are stretched between sev-
eral anchor points to create 
cool covers, said Matthew 
Dickerson, owner of de-
cade-old Tenshon, based in 
Mesa, Arizona.

“The idea of using shade 
sails as a way to cover out-
door areas at home really be-
gan taking off when people 
started to see these in public 
areas,” Dickerson said. “Not 
only do people recognize 
that it is cooler under a sail 

shaded area, they also enjoy 
its aesthetic.”

Instead of having to erect 
a large structure to shade a 
pool or patio, Dickerson said 
shade can be geometrically 
achieved by using strate-
gically placed poles or an-
chor points onto which the 
edge of each shade sail is 
fastened. When pulled taut, 
these membranes become 
hyperbolic arcs soaring 
above areas that cast shad-
ows and comfort below.

With the installation of a 
pool or patio cover, it is es-
sential to not only compute 
the space to be shaded, but 
to also take into account the 
time of year and time of day 
the area will be used most 
often, Dickerson said.

“The sun is always mov-
ing across the sky – not only 
from sunrise to sunset – 
but also across the horizon 
with the seasons,” he said. 
“When erecting an outdoor 
cover, you have to take into 
account how shadows will 
change throughout the day, 
and also throughout the 
year, for the best results in 
terms of coverage.”

No matter which type of 
patio or pool cover is used 
– awning, canopy or shade 
sail – each should be a shad-
owy segue from the inside 
to the outside of a house. 
But, before installation can 
begin, Lederer said home-
owners need to do their 
homework and check local 
building codes within their 
municipality or homeown-
er’s association guidelines, 
or both.

“Even though these cov-
ers aren’t technically build-
ing a room onto a house, 
these structures still have 
to endure strong winds and 
snow loads in colder cli-
mates,” he said. “Aluminum 
or wood frameworks can 
also be manufactured to be 
installed on the back of a 
home in a first phase of what 
might ultimately become an 
enclosed porch or sunroom.”
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“In general, I really liked 
the idea of this historic 
narrative,” Scott said. “…I 
think it really kind of opens 
up the opportunity to col-
lect history and look at nar-
ratives of people. It’s a form 
of deeper, more honest sto-
rytelling.” 

Scott’s piece was a work 
of performance art, which 
involved canoeing across the 
Potomac River and carting a 
piece of ice barefoot up the 
cobblestone streets to Gads-
by’s Tavern, where fellow 
artists were waiting with in-
stallations. 

“Those two projects were 
really something,” Ruggiero 
said. “I think that really kind 
of surprised people from the 
standpoint of it being public 
art, because it wasn’t a verti-
cal, above the ground sculp-
ture. It’s a performance piece 
and an installation series, so 
yeah, we’re open to all of it 
here.” 

Time & Place’s national 
recognition marks early suc-
cess for Alexandria’s bloom-
ing public art program, but 
an impressive line-up of 
coming projects suggests 
that it’s just the beginning.  

Several of the program’s 
longest term and largest 
scale projects are slated to 
come out of the ground over 
the next year, Ruggiero said. 

Among the soon-to-debut 
projects is a piece of public 
“play art” at Eugene Simp-
son Stadium Park that was 
designed by the husband-
and-wife-duo behind May + 
Watkins Design. 

The artists, who were se-
lected as part of a national 
open call, decided to create 
a climbable, walk-able sculp-
ture after presenting several 
alternatives at a community 
meeting. 

“We showed images of all 
kinds of different works, and 
what interested them the 
most was a piece we’d done 
on a rooftop on New York 

City,” Carol May said, “Be-
cause it’s public art and not 
a playground situation, what 
we tried to do, what we did, is 
marry them both so that we 
have a piece of art that peo-
ple can actually interact with 
and walk on.”

The interactive sculpture 
is designed to appeal to a 
broad audience, with a va-
riety of blue, green and or-
ange organic shapes.

“Stylistically, we use a 
lot of organic forms,” Tim 
Watkins said. “I would say 
in that sense that it sort of 
harkens back to art deco, 
but there’s also a sense of 
whimsy. We want people 
to engage, and there’s al-
ways different levels people 
can engage on. You put a 
piece of very formal art in a 
park and a lot of people just 
won’t get it, so we try to 
make pieces that are actual-
ly accessible to a wide range 
of people.” 

The public art coincides 
with Alexandria’s Citywide 
Parks Improvement Plan. In 
addition to the sculpture, 
mosaics and gate that May + 

Watkins designed, the proj-
ect includes renovations to 
the playground and lawn. It 
is slated to open in the fall of 
this year. 

Another imminent 
project is paired with the 
long-awaited King Street 
Park on the Waterfront, the 
working name for the new 
public plaza that is being 
constructed at the former 
site of the Old Dominion 
Boat Club at the foot of King 
Street. 

Ruggiero said the public 
art at this site would be tem-
porary, with different in-

stallations rotating each 
year. 

“Every year, there’ll be a 
new public art piece coming 
into the site, in order to keep 
it active,” she said. “A lot of 
tourists are there, but also 
a lot of residents, so how 
do we keep people coming 
back to the site to see kind of 
what’s new?”

Last month, the Office 
of the Arts announced that 
SOFTlab, a New York City-
based design studio, would 
create the site’s first piece of 
temporary art.

While SOFTlab has al-

ready been commissioned 
to create the piece, its final 
design will be decided after 
a community engagement 
process.

“Every site is a little bit 
different,” Ruggiero said. 
“We go into it knowing a lit-
tle bit about what we want 
to achieve, even though we 
don’t know what it’s going 
to look like.” 

“When we choose the 
artist, they come to Alex-
andria, they meet with the 
community and they visit 
the sight and they have con-
versations with people, so 
what they’ve learned about 
Alexandria and its people 
and its places then informs 
their design,” she said. 

When artists visit the 
community, they also hold 
several meetings with com-
munity members and a proj-
ect task force that is put to-
gether by the Office of the 
Arts.

Ruggiero said the task 
force considers the different 
concerns that accompany 

ARTS

PHOTOS/COURTESY CAROL MAY
Left: A miniature model of the play art piece that will be constructed at Simpson Park. Right:  Married artists Carol May and Tim 
Watkins of May + Watkins Design. Below: The May + Watkins public art piece for a preschool in New York City, Rooftop Play, was 
the inspiration behind their play art design for Simpson Park. At community engagement meetings when residents were shown 
images of the design team's past projects, they responded best to Rooftop Play.

COURTESY PHOTO
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JULY 5

FIRST THURSDAYS IN DEL RAY 
First Thursdays is a series of free 
outdoor street festivals along Mount 
Vernon Avenue in the spring and sum-
mer. Every first Thursday of April, May, 
June, July, August and September the 
Del Ray Business Association fea-
tures businesses along Mount Vernon 
Avenue, special events, food and 
music from 6 to 9 p.m. This month's 
theme is "Red, White and Blue" and 
will benefit New Hope Housing.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.visitdelray.com

JULY 7

USA/ALEXANDRIA BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION Celebrate America’s 
242nd birthday and Alexandria’s 
269th birthday on July 7. The event 
will feature entertainment, a cannon 
salute during the 1812 Overture, 
food and beverage sales and a grand 
finale fireworks display at 9:30. Come 
celebrate at the biggest party in the 
city. Please note the event time may 
change. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: 703-746-5592

PORT CITY BREWING COMPA-
NY HOSTS 5TH ANNUAL OLD 
TOWN PUB CRAWL 
Port City Brewing Company will host 
its fifth annual Old Town Pub Crawl 
on July 7. Over the course of the after-
noon, more than 1,000 participants 
will visit eight bars and restaurants in 
Alexandria’s Old Town. Port City team 
members will be handing out pub 
crawl passes at all eight pub crawl 
stops from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Partici-
pants who have their passes stamped 
at all eight participating venues can 
pick up their commemorative pint 
glass from 5 to 6 p.m., while supplies 

last; no purchase required. The 
participating bars and restaurants 
are Bugsy’s Pizza, Chadwicks, Daniel 
O’Connell’s, Fish Market, Pizzeria 
Paradiso, Union Street Public House, 
Virtue Feed & Grain and Vola’s Dock-
side Grill / Hi-Tide Lounge. For the 
first time, Port City will also host an 
official after party at Murphy’s Grand 
Irish Pub for more food, fun and beer.
Time: 1:30 to 6 p.m.
Location: King Street and Union 
Street
Information: www.portcitybrewing.
com/events

JULY 8 

APOTHECARY 
GEEK TOUR If the 
regular 30-minute 
tour of the Apothecary 
Museum isn’t enough, 
this is the tour for you. 
This one-hour tour 
spends more time in 
the historic retail shop 
and laboratory and is 
led by an expert guide. 
Recommended for 
ages 18 and up. Tick-
ets cost $15, and the 
tour begins at 11 a.m. 
Please arrive between 
10:45 and 11 a.m., 
as the museum is not 
open to the public until 
1 p.m., and doors will 
be locked when the 
tour begins at 11 a.m.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Sta-
bler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 
105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

JULY 11

COOL YOGA – FREE OUTDOOR 
YOGA Every Wednesday this sum-
mer, stop by Cool Yoga, Del Ray’s free 

summer outdoor yoga series. Chill out 
after class with the Cool Yoga After 
Part, featuring complementary cool 
refreshments courtesy of Bon Vivant 
Cafe + Farm Market. This summer, 
there will be special guests offering 
mindfulness meditations, aroma-
therapy relaxations, free samples 
and more. Cool Yoga is suitable 
for all levels, so grab your mat and 
come on down for the coolest yoga 
in town. Cool Yoga is presented by 
Del Ray Psych & Wellness, taught 
and powered by Maureen Clyne of @

home Real Estate Lounge & Design 
Center and sponsored by Bon Vivant 
Cafe + Farm Market and Just ASK 
Publications.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Psych & Wellness, 
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-967-8884

JULY 13

ALEXANDRIA AFTER-WORK 
CONCERT SERIES: THE SHIP’S 
COMPANY CHANTEYMEN 
Co-sponsored by the Office of Historic 
Alexandria and the Folklore Society 
of Greater Washington, Lloyd House’s 
monthly after work concerts take 
place on the second Friday of each 
month. July’s concert features the 
Ship’s Company Chanteymen. For 
more than a decade, the Ship’s Com-

pany Chanteymen have shared sea 
salts’ songs with tens of thousands all 
over the East Coast. Aside from being 
scurvy-free, they portray the musical 
part of nautical life in the 1700s and 
1800s. Many of their songs originally 
set a pace to keep ship crews rowing 
in time or doing rhythmic chores 
such as turning a capstan. Some 

just filled long hours or lonely nights 
at sea. Simple and direct, wild and 
spirited, salty and rough as a North 
Atlantic gale, they reflected the sailors 
themselves. The practice of voicing 
rhythmic sounds while working may 
be as old as mankind and probably is 
intrinsic to human nature. With rollick-
ing tunes and sing-along choruses, 
it’s also fun. Great music with a $15 
suggested donation for the musi-
cians. No ticket required – show up 
and enjoy the music. Beer and wine 
will be available for sale and light 
refreshments will be served.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
historic

JULY 13 AND 14

ALEXANDRIA COMCAST OUT-
DOOR FILM FESTIVAL Comcast 
and the City of Alexandria welcome 
you back to scenic Waterfront Park 
for the 16th Annual Comcast Out-
door Film Festival. Located just one 
block from King Street on the Poto-
mac River, there will be two nights 
of free outdoor movies on a four-
story-high movie screen. Bring your 
low beach chair, blanket, family and 
friends to this fun annual event and 
watch family favorite “Coco” and the 
blockbuster “Wonder Woman” with 
the stars above and the Potomac 
River as the backdrop.
Time: 6:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront 
Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: www.
alexandriafilmfest.com

JULY 14

WRITE LIKE A WOMAN 
NETWORKING WORKSHOP 
Facilitated by Poet and Author 

CALENDAR

ARTS

each public art piece. For ex-
ample, while May + Watkins 
will have to consider play-
ground safety and regula-
tions, SOFTlab will contend 
with designing a piece that 
is temporary yet durable 
enough to survive the many 
weather challenges facing 
the waterfront. The King 
Street Park public art also 
has several considerations 
related to tourism.

“[We’re] looking at it very 
much from a tourism stand-
point,” Ruggiero said. “Is this 

going to be Instagram-wor-
thy? Is this going to be 
something where folks are 
going to leave D.C. because 

they’ve got to come down 
and see this temporary piece 
of public art? Are they going 
to come across the river from 

the National Harbor?”
There are several other 

projects expected to emerge 
across Alexandria in the 
coming years. They include 
a light and sound installa-
tion in Duke Street Tunnel, 
located between the King 
Street Metro and Carlyle, a 
giant take on two cans and 
a string at Lake Cook on Ei-
senhower Avenue and an at-
tention-captivating piece at 
Burke Library on Seminary 
Road. 

Ruggiero said the goal  
of the program is to give 
every neighborhood in  

Alexandria some ownership 
of the program. 

“I would like to really 
make sure that everybody 
feels that they’ve got a piece 
of public art that’s theirs, 
that’s in their park or in their 
neighborhood,” Ruggiero 
said, “so [we’re] making sure 
that we’re spreading it out 
and not just putting it all in 
one part of town, but making 
sure that every one feels that 
they’ve got their piece, that 
they’ve got something in 
their neighborhood that they 
can be excited about.” 

-  mschrott@alextimes.com
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Is this going to be Instagram-
worthy? Is this going to be 
something where folks are going 

to leave D.C. because they’ve got to come 
down and see this temporary piece of 
public art? Are they going to come across 
the river from the National Harbor?”

– Diane Ruggiero,
 director, Office of the Arts
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Parking is available at T.C. Williams High School.  •  Tickets: $5 each or $15 per family.    
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Location: Chinquapin Park, 3210 King St.  

Information: alexandriava.gov/webtrac

JULY 14

TONS OF TRUCKS Children of 
all ages will have the opportunity 
to explore their favorite vehicles 
and meet the people who protect, 
build and serve our city. Get 
behind the wheel of more than 
20 different vehicles from seven 
city departments, including a 
fire engine, front end loader, 
dump truck, bucket truck, trash 
truck, sewer truck, vacuum truck, 
buses and more. There will be 
truck-themed activities, photo 
opportunities and food truck 
vendors. The event is rain or shine. COURTESY PHOTO
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Our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

To the editor:
What has happened to civility and good 

manners in Alexandria?  This past Friday, 
two dozen or so people assembled themselves 
in front of Secretary of Homeland Security 
Kristjen Nielsen’s home in the early morning 
hours to demonstrate their displeasure with 
a Trump administration policy regarding the 
handling of immigrants who chose to en-
ter the United States in clear violation of the 
law. Nielsen has become the face of this issue, 
even though she didn’t set the policy and is 
simply fulfilling her obligation to her boss to 
do the job he engaged her to do. However, the 
protesters chose to focus their attentions on 
her.

This is not the behavior of the Alexan-
drians I grew up with. Nielsen is an Alexan-
dria resident, and when she is home, she is a 
neighbor, just like the rest of us, and should be 
allowed to feel safe and welcome in her neigh-
borhood, just like the rest of us. If anyone has 
an issue with her work, or her job, it should 
be addressed at her workplace. That members 
of our community have elected to verbally as-
sault her at her home is deplorable. I am em-
barrassed and ashamed on their behalf.   

Further, on Sunday, on the West End of 
King Street, I discovered a poster with Niel-

sen’s face on it, with the words “Repent, 
Resign or Relocate” superimposed over the 
image. I removed it and put it where it be-
longed – in the trash can. This kind of lan-
guage is alarmingly reminiscent of Nazism, 
and doesn’t reflect the sentiment of “Reject 
Hate” and other similarly worded yard signs 
that can be found on many Alexandria lawns. 

Finally, later that same day, as I was driv-
ing on Saint Asaph Street, I saw a young man 
walking down the sidewalk wearing a “Vir-
ginia is for” t-shirt, but instead of the usual 
“lovers” it said “haters.” So now this rhetoric 
has reached the point that the bad behavior 
of those who are unhappy with the current 
administration has become so influential it 
has impacted a decades-long PR campaign to 
draw visitors to the entire Commonwealth.

It is my hope that our city leaders will pre-
vail upon their constituents to end this kind 
of activity in Alexandria. This is a peaceful, 
welcoming and inclusive town, or so we have 
always believed. As long as there are indi-
viduals who feel that their beliefs trump the 
rights of their fellow citizens to live in a quiet 
and safe environment, however, peace and in-
clusion will become a thing of the past.

-Lee Ann Gardner,
Alexandria

Reject hate and incivility toward everyone

The Fourth of July, with its fireworks, neighborhood pa-
rades and cookouts, offers a much needed respite from the 
“bombs bursting in air” of our domestic political wars. As 
we take a day to honor our country and gather with family 
and friends, it’s also a useful time to consider the concept 
of patriotism, which seems to have, unfortunately, become 
part of these political battles. Below are a few thoughts on 
patriotism. We’d love to also hear yours.

– Samuel Johnson was right that patriotism can be the 
last refuge of a scoundrel, but it doesn’t have to be. When 
used to attack those who oppose a particular policy, such 
as the use of military force, patriotism is bad. But seeing 
the good in America and being inspired by our accomplish-
ments is not.

– In our “me”-based identity wars, where disagreement 
is often viewed as a personal attack, it’s vital that we hold 
onto the elements in our collective lives that make us think 
of the greater “we” instead. Honoring our country does 
that.

– Love of country is not the property of one political ide-
ology or party. The United States belongs to all of us, from 
those whose ancestry goes back centuries to those who just 
arrived.

– The United States is and always has been great, but it 
also is and always has been deeply flawed. That is the di-
chotomy that we must live with. America was founded on 
ideals that took individual freedom to new levels, but our 
country was also built at the expense of Native Americans 
and enslaved Africans. Our ideals are our glory and our ex-
ploitation our dishonor. We have to own both. 

– Now, more than ever, we need a renewed effort to 
look for things that unify rather than divide us. Love of our 
country, with all of its warts, can help. 

It’s OK to get a lump in your throat as you remember the 
historical miracle that was our country’s founding and sur-
vival or to be a bit corny in singing the old patriotic songs 
on July 4. If we really hear the words in these songs, hope-
fully the verses will help eliminate our “versus” mentality. 

Here are stanzas from two of our most beautiful songs:
 This land is your land, 
This land is my land,
 From California, 
To the New York Island
 From the Redwood Forest, 
To the Gulf Stream waters
 This land was made for you and me.

 And

O beautiful, for spacious skies,
 For amber waves of grain,
 For purple mountain majesties
 Above the fruited plain!
 America! America!
 God shed his grace on thee,
 And crown thy good with brotherhood
 From sea to shining sea!
Happy Independence Day, Alexandria.

Pondering patriotism
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To the editor:
In 2014, more than 125 Old Town 

property owners petitioned city coun-
cil to deny an application to turn a his-
toric house at the corner of Princess 
and Washington Streets into a hotel 
and 149-seat restaurant and bar, with 
one-third of the seats outdoors in the 
midst of private residences, featuring 
music, entertainment and parties. 
Council nevertheless changed the ap-
plicable zoning and granted the appli-
cation, which was brought by a com-
pany owned by Margaret Janowsky 
and her husband. Janowsky spoke at 
length at a public hearing, emphasiz-
ing that she was the daughter of for-
mer mayor and state senator Patricia 
Ticer, and granddaughter of another 
former mayor of Alexandria.

We are among 24 of those proper-
ty owners who on Nov. 17, 2014, as the 
Virginia Code provides, brought suit 
to challenge the action for many pro-
cedural and substantive departures 
from Virginia law, some of which were 
even admitted, pointing out issues of 
noise, light, garbage, traffic, parking 
and degradation of a historic residen-
tial neighborhood. The city, which em-
ploys a staff of attorneys who repre-
sent it in court, chose in this instance 
to defend the council ruling instead by 
hiring an expensive outside law firm, 
entirely at taxpayer expense, and at 
no cost whatsoever to the Janowskys.

Nevertheless, although that large 
and experienced law firm fully de-
fended every aspect of the council rul-
ing, the Janowskys through their com-
pany, which had not been sued, joined 
in the court proceedings as well. They 
hired their own attorney, who some-
times participated in additional mo-
tions, briefing and discovery, while 
the city’s lawyers continued as lead 
counsel.

The court rejected their numerous 
efforts to dismiss the case before tri-
al, holding that our lawsuit properly 
stated valid claims. When the proper-
ty owners sought ordinary discovery, 
many objections were raised, neces-
sitating motions and delays. Most of 
these disputes were resolved by the 
court in the property owners’ favor. 

The litigation tactics of the lawyers 
defending the ruling caused several 
delays in the lawsuit. Indeed it was 
the city’s outside lawyers, who were 
pressing the Janowskys’ position, who 
repeatedly sought continuances – in-
cluding one on the very eve of trial, 
which the trial court denied after hav-
ing previously granted their other re-
quests for extensions of time.

Trial was held in circuit court in 
June 2016. The Janowskys’ attorney 
attended the trial but presented no 
witnesses. The court in October 2016 
ruled that any violations by council 
were not significant enough to meet 
the very high standard for reversal. 
Proceedings then ended, except for 
the property owners’ petition for ap-
peal to the Virginia Supreme Court, 
to which the Janowskys did not even 
need to respond, as once again the 
city, this time with a second large out-
side law firm, undertook to respond 
on behalf of the Janowskys’ legal po-
sition.

That petition was denied on Oct. 
27, 2017. The Janowskys’ sole, and 
duplicative, submission to that court 
had been filed in March 2017. Thus 
any occasion they had to incur further 
voluntary litigation expenses ended 
more than fifteen months ago.

In these circumstances it is sur-
prising that Mr. and Ms. Janowsky, as 
reported on June 18, 2018, sudden-
ly issued a press release announcing 
that their hotel-restaurant project re-
cently – and for reasons undisclosed 
– has been abandoned, and claiming 
vaguely to be “in effect” bankrupted 
as a result of choosing to participate 
in litigation that was active for about 
eighteen months in 2015 and 2016.

We are relieved to learn that the 
Janowskys’ planned destruction of our 
neighborhood will not occur after all. 
But given their recent public state-
ments about their reasons for making 
that business decision long after our 
lawsuit had ended, several observa-
tions are in order:

• The Janowskys for years have 
operated a successful restaurant in 
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Seventy of Alexandria’s savviest 
independent retailers collaborated 
last week on approaches to improve 
the visitor experience in the city. The 
Experiential Retail Summit was held 
at the Lyceum as a collaborative ef-
fort of Visit Alexandria 
and the Alexandria Small 
Business Development 
Center and provided an 
opportunity for owners 
from a variety of retail 
perspectives to share 
ideas and experiences.

The format was in-
teractive, with breakout 
tables and facilitators 
particularly adept in their area of 
expertise. Table discussion groups 
included in-store workshops, outside 
street fairs, in-store events to build a 
loyal customer base, meet-the-artist 
or trunk shows, planning for a “cul-
ture crawl” with the Torpedo Factory, 
retail partnerships with restaurants 
and pop-up stores.

At the beginning of the program, 
participants got a national retail 
overview from the National Retail 
Federation that showed the 2017 
holiday season was one of the stron-
gest since the great recession, and 
that 2018 retail sales are forecasted 
to grow between 3.8 percent and 4.4 
percent. 

That presentation also exploded 
the myths about the effects of e-com-
merce and retail closures. Statistics 
show that, for every retailer that clos-
es, 2.7 are opening. National research 
also illustrates the strong position of 
the consumer, and that retailers must 
meet their high standards and expec-
tations to maintain their loyalty. 

So what do we mean by “experien-
tial retail,” and why is it important? It 
means that the shopping experience 
must excite the senses and give the 
shopper much more than they were 
expecting when they entered the 
store. 

Our local retailers illustrated their 
own experiences of hosting food or 
beverage pairings, or coffee stations 
in their stores where shoppers could 

interact with the products while mix-
ing their beverage. Some had makers, 
artists, designers and book signings, 
and others even brought in Santa at 
the holidays for the children of their 
loyal customers. 

Several held classes 
to teach customers how 
to better use their prod-
ucts with the end results 
that they not only en-
hanced loyalty, but those 
actually became better 
quality and educated 
customers. Shoe stores 
had stylists on site so 
customers could bring in 

belts or dresses and get recommen-
dations for the perfect shoe to match. 

It is a common misconception 
that online shopping has taken over, 
when in fact in-store shopping out 
paces online sales. Most of us want 
to touch a product before we buy it. 
Millennials particularly like store 
shopping and in-store entertainment 
and events such as product demon-
strations, games, competitions or in-
teracting with experts.

Retailers have to stay on their 
toes, however. What works today 
might be eclipsed by something en-
tirely different next year. That’s why 
events like this retail summit are 
timely and enable a variety of shop 
owner types to pick up ideas from one 
another.

These summits will continue and 
the next one will focus on getting 
Alexandria merchants excited and 
ready to shine – literally – for the 
holidays. Experts will provide inspi-
ration on displays and lighting, and 
instruction on how to implement the 
concepts in their own settings. Visit 
Alexandria will also provide infor-
mation on how it will support store 
owner efforts.

This is a very exciting time to be 
a retailer, and perhaps an even more 
exciting time to be a shopper.

The writer is the executive 
director of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Center.

Experiential retail

BILL REAGAN

Correcting the record 
on La Bergerie
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This Week 
In order to better address the needs in our community, 
organizations such as nonprofits and foundations 
should prioritize:
A) Engaging all voices in the community
B) Identifying pressing issues and raising awareness 
about them
C) Focusing on specific, measurable goals
D) Increasing collaboration with others.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week
What would you most like to improve in 
Alexandria? 
40% – Education
27% – Affordable housing
25% – Break down silos between different 
neighborhoods/communities
9% – Equal opportunity for all
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Continuing our Hamil-
ton-related series this week, we 
highlight connections between 
Alexandria and the characters 
from the musical. Gadsby’s 
Tavern museum has two events 
this month, a tour focusing on 
Hamilton’s cohorts who visited 
the tavern, and an 18th-century 
gaming night.

This week, we highlight 
the man Hamilton probably 
considered his biggest rival, 
Thomas Jefferson. While Jef-
ferson is remembered as the 
writer of the Declaration of 
Independence, his ambassa-
dorial role in Paris during the 
Constitutional Convention 
allowed Hamilton, among 
others, to create a republic 
very different from what Jef-
ferson envisioned, particu-
larly through Hamilton’s au-
thorship of the majority of the 
Federalist Papers.

The election of 1800 dealt 
a political blow to Hamilton, 
as both Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr defeated John Adams, 
Hamilton’s former political 
ally, and Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney, Hamilton’s pre-

ferred choice for president. 
Given that Jefferson and Burr 
received the same number of 
electoral votes, the election 
wasn’t decided until 1801. 
While Jefferson waited for 
the state delegations to de-
cide the presidency, he made 
a politically astute visit to 
Mount Vernon on Jan. 2, 1801. 
George Washington had died 
slightly more than a year ear-
lier, and Martha Washington 
was less than a fan of the man 
who soon became our nation’s 
third president.

In fact, legend has it that 
Lady Washington later told 
a group of gentlemen, which 
included the Connecticut 
congressman John Cotton 
Smith, that “next to the loss of 
her husband, it was the most 
painful occurrence of her life. 
[Jefferson] must have known, 
she observed, that we then 

had the evidence of his per-
fidy in the house.” Supposed-
ly, Mrs. Washington kept the 
death of two of her children in 
mind when she said that. 

Jefferson’s visit was publi-
cized in order to help attract 
Federalist votes in his race 
against Burr. His reflections 
on the visit differed from Mrs. 
Washington’s significant-
ly. He wrote to his daughter 
Maria, “Mrs. Washington & 
Mrs. Lewis [Eleanor, Martha’s 
granddaughter] enquired very 
kindly after you. Mrs. Lewis 
looks thin and thinks herself 
not healthy…”

Although his trip from 
the Federal City was to vis-
it Mount Vernon, Jefferson 
stayed that night in Alex-
andria on his way back. Ac-
cording to his account book, 
Jefferson stayed the evening 
of Jan. 2 in Alexandria at Mr. 

Gadsby’s City Hotel. Lodg-
ing and dinner was $5.50 – a 
very large sum for the day 
considering the average room 
rate was $1.50. Jefferson also 
tipped 75 cents to the ser-
vants, which was a common 
practice for the Virginian. 
These servants were the ho-
tel’s enslaved labor force. One 
explanation for the high bill is 
that Jefferson possibly paid for 
the room of his traveling com-
panion, probably New Hamp-
shire Sen. James Langdon, as 
well.

Unfortunately, we don’t 
know which room Jefferson 
stayed in, what he ate or which 
one of the enslaved people at 
the Tavern he tipped. But we 
do know that in the game of 
politics that both Jefferson 
and Hamilton played, and 
Hamilton played it rather de-
cisively the next month, a visit 
to Mount Vernon by Jefferson 
was considered necessary, and 
a stay at Gadsby’s convenient.

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Jefferson, Hamilton and an Alexandria overnight stay

PHOTO/COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Note: The Times is partnering with ACT for Alexandria on this week's and last week's polls to provide community feedback to their board.

Alexandria’s Del Ray neigh-
borhood. They offer no evi-
dence whatsoever to support 
assertions of dire financial 
straits, nor that their choice 

to participate in this lawsuit 
had any effect on their decid-
ing not to operate a hotel and 
restaurant at Princess and 
Washington.

• The Janowskys did not 
need to expend substantial 

amounts on litigation. The 
city hired and paid for the 
expensive lawyers who de-
fended the council action as 
lead counsel from beginning 
to end.

• Moreover – and for rea-

sons never explained – the 
city, instead of using its 
existing staff of attorneys  
employed on the city payroll, 
retained an outside law firm 

SEE LA BERGERIE | 31

LA BERGERIE FROM | 27
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KaNikki Jakarta, the Write 
Like a Woman networking 
workshop welcomes female writers 
ages 18 to 100. Meeting quarterly, 
the workshop centers on uplifting 
and inspiring through writing. Each 
workshop focuses on different 
writing styles and allows the 
participants to enhance their own 
writing styles and share pieces for 
listening or critiques. The meetings 
are for amateur and professional 
writers. Every session includes 
writing exercises and networking. 
This event is free and open to the 
public and accommodates between 
15 and 25 attendees. The regulars 
chip in to have cookies and tea 
during the sessions. Please RSVP to 
admin@nvfaa.org.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

JULY 18

COOL YOGA – FREE OUTDOOR 
YOGA Every Wednesday this 
summer, stop by Cool Yoga, Del 
Ray’s free summer outdoor yoga 
series. Chill out after class with 
the Cool Yoga After Part, featuring 
complementary cool refreshments 
courtesy of Bon Vivant Cafe + Farm 
Market. This summer, there will be 
special guests offering mindfulness 
meditations, aromatherapy 
relaxations, free samples and 
more. Cool Yoga is suitable for all 
levels, so grab your mat and come 
on down for the coolest yoga in 
town. Cool Yoga is presented by Del 
Ray Psych & Wellness, taught and 
powered by Maureen Clyne of @
home Real Estate Lounge & Design 
Center and sponsored by Bon Vivant 
Cafe + Farm Market and Just ASK 
Publications.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Psych & Wellness, 
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-967-8884

JULY 21

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR Explore important sites 
associated with George Washington 
in his hometown of Alexandria. This 
guided walking tour of historic Old 
Town covers significant people and 
events in Washington’s life and in 
American history. The stops include 
Ramsay House, Market Square, the 
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall 
House/Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern, 
Washington’s townhouse, The Lord 
Fairfax House, “Light-Horse” Harry 
Lee’s house and Christ Church. The 
event is sponsored by the City of 
Alexandria’s George Washington 
Birthday Celebration Committee and 
is free to the public.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Visitors Center, 
221 King St.  
Information: 703-379-7460 

and www.washingtonbirthday.com

HALF-DAY COMMUNITY 
POLICE ACADEMY Get to know 
the Alexandria Police Department 
in an abbreviated half-day session. 
Thanks to the popularity of the 10-
week Community Police Academy, 
APD is offering two half-day classes 
this summer. The second takes 
place Aug. 18. This academy 
allows residents and community 
members to learn about various 
aspects of the Police Department. 
Topics include patrol operations, 
use of force policies, the K9 Unit, 
Special Operations Team, crime 
scene investigation and criminal 
investigations. This free class 
is limited to 45 participants per 
session. Participants of this half-day 
Community Police Academy must 
be at least 18 years of age and live 
or work in the City of Alexandria. In 
addition, criminal history checks will 
be conducted on all applicants for 
final approval of acceptance.  
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Police Headquarters, 
3600 Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
police/info

JULY 25

COOL YOGA – FREE OUTDOOR 
YOGA Every Wednesday this 
summer, stop by Cool Yoga, Del 
Ray’s free summer outdoor yoga 
series. Chill out after class with 
the Cool Yoga After Part, featuring 
complementary cool refreshments 
courtesy of Bon Vivant Cafe + Farm 
Market. This summer, there will be 
special guests offering mindfulness 
meditations, aromatherapy 
relaxations, free samples and 
more. Cool Yoga is suitable for all 
levels, so grab your mat and come 
on down for the coolest yoga in 
town. Cool Yoga is presented by Del 
Ray Psych & Wellness, taught and 
powered by Maureen Clyne of @
home Real Estate Lounge & Design 
Center and sponsored by Bon Vivant 
Cafe + Farm Market and Just ASK 
Publications.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Psych & Wellness, 
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-967-8884

JULY 27

18TH-CENTURY GAMING 
NIGHT Play games 18th-century 
style: Shut the Box, Fox and Geese, 
dice, and a special Cards against 
Humanity: Tavern Edition. To 
continue celebrating Alexandria’s 
Hamilton summer, there will also be 
stories of our young nation and an 
opportunity to see “the room where 
it happened.” There will be a cash 
bar with wine, beer and specialty 
cocktails available. Tickets are $10. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/

events.aspx

JULY 29

“OLD SCHOOL, NEW CONCEPT 
| THE COMPASS ATELIER” 
OPENING RECEPTION Head 
to the Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association for the opening 
reception of “Old School, New 
Concept | The Compass Atelier.” 
The exhibition features works by 
painters who are currently in, or 
have completed, The Compass 
Atelier Master Artist Program. It also 
features paintings by the Compass 
Atelier’s founder, Glen Kessler. 
The exhibition is sponsored by TTR 
Sotheby’s International Realty.
Time: All Day
Location: Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

AUGUST 4

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
FESTIVAL The Friendship Veterans 
Fire Engine Association holds its 
annual Firehouse Festival on the 
first Saturday in August. The popular 
family event features antique fire 
apparatus, craft booths, displays 
by Alexandria merchants and live 
music. In addition to the day’s 
outdoor events, festival participants 
will enjoy visiting the Friendship 
Firehouse Museum, originally built 
as a firehouse in 1855. The FVFEA 
is now a philanthropic organization 
focusing on fire-fighting history 
and fire safety. It remains active 
in community events, including 
the annual festival, and supports 
historic preservation of the building 
and its collection. Food and 
beverages will be available. Children 
will receive free fire helmets and are 
treated to a supervised visit inside 
the city’s fire trucks.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-3891

AUGUST 18 

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR Explore important sites 
associated with George Washington 
in his hometown of Alexandria. This 
guided walking tour of historic Old 
Town covers significant people and 
events in Washington’s life and in 
American history. The stops include 
Ramsay House, Market Square, the 
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall 
House/Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern, 
Washington’s townhouse, The Lord 
Fairfax House, “Light-Horse” Harry 
Lee’s house and Christ Church. The 
event is sponsored by the City of 
Alexandria’s George Washington 
Birthday Celebration Committee and 
is free to the public.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Visitors Center, 
221 King St.  
Information: 703-379-7460 
and www.washingtonbirthday.com

CALENDAR FROM | 25
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Weekly Words

53. Top-notch
57. Convenience stores
58. Jackson and Puente
59. Work ___ team
60. Some guitar foot pedals
62. Old photo color
63. Long March leader
65. Place to flounder
67. Chew on a farm?
68. Chopin offering
69. Banned NFL headwear
70. Actress Kunis
71. Sound blasters
74. Sheltered on your yacht
75. Potatoes go-with
76. Named by witnesses
77. Restroom, informally
79. Vast chasm
80. Actor ___ J. Cobb
82. Advanced degs.
86. Be flippant with

88. Frequent lane shifter (and extra 
theme)

89. Isn't wrong?
90. Platters
92. Game stations
93. At the first opportunity
97. Make as good as new
99. Like bad soil
101. Ready to get dressed
102. Amati relative
103. Common literary device
104. Western director Sergio
106. White House nickname
107. Big star in a quick scene
109. Serious wanderer
110. Rocky ridge
111. Tubular pasta
112. Type of F-number
114. Personal quirk
115. Declare positively
118. Luau lunch, possibly
119. Number that's its own square

QUICK CHANGE By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1. Anatomical bags or pouches
5. Public mover
8. "How ya' doin'?"
11. Harp from the backseat
14. Names
18. Orchestra woodwind
19. Octopus's release
20. Travel term
22. Beastly thing of stories
23. Seriously detailed one
26. Happy and appreciative
27. Discerning
28. In ___ of amazement (shocked)
29. It helps settle disputes
31. In ___ (toned)
32. Tubular covering
33. Abhorrence
34. ___ de mer (seasickness)
36. Knockout count
37. Cake maker's moneymaker
38. U-turn from against
41. Prayer wheel user
44. Normandy event
46. Work the runway
50. Like some seats and tennis shorts
52. Get-up-and-go
54. Be a rival
55. Be a siren
56. "I'm sorry, but ..." in texts
58. Earth, in sci-fi
60. Stuffed dollar bills?
61. Earthly representation
62. Deli offering
64. Hayes and Newton
66. Class for numbers people

70. Set the retail price
72. Pretentious
73. Hindu mentor
77. Arm or leg
78. Cockpit array
81. It's Big in California
82. Sounded, as a huge bell
83. High mountain
84. A presidential nickname
85. Swiftly get in front
87. Poughkeepsie college
91. Supportive words for pros?
94. "Goodness gracious!"
95. All the volumes as one
96. Places with docks
98. Fox sitcom with Charles Dutton
100. IRS form no.
102. Muzzles
105. Sources of infant tummy problems
108. Clearly not suitable
113. Lofty perch
114. Godzilla creator Tomoyuki
115. Idolizes
116. Chancel cross
117. Part of a sleep study
120. Green Gables girl
121. Bishop's jurisdiction
122. Wind dir., sometimes
123. Words with "extra cost"
124. Pre-Easter egg handler
125. Indian address
126. Home with mud on the floor
127. "___ the land of the free ..."
128. Kind of sleeper or thinker

DOWN
1. Couches
2. Make embarrassed
3. ___ del Sol
4. Arrange, as a 29-Across
5. ___ one's time
6. Prefix with brow
7. "To your health!"
8. Sonnet ending
9. Like dirt roads
10. Feign
11. Some Greek letters
12. There but invisible
13. Beginning
14. GIs' identifiers
15. Hybrid fruits
16. Kind of goose
17. Bulrush
21. Mine rock
24. Dating celebs, e.g.
25. "___ as directed"
30. It's volcanic in Sicily
32. Croat or Pole
33. Weekend warrior
35. Soap additive
38. U-turn from empty
39. Viking Ship Museum site
40. Melee on the field
42. Dangling award
43. It's about a foot
45. "Great" one in Africa
47. Indoor climate syst.
48. Is a contributor
49. Rubber-stamping word
50. Cleaning cloth
51. Tow truck's haul

DEATH NOTICES
CELESTE G. COAKLEY (99), of Alexandria,  
June 22, 2018
MOSES “BINKY” CUNNINGHAM (62),  
of Alexandria, June 22, 2018 
WILLIAM C. HUMMER (82), formerly of Alexandria, 
June 16, 2018
LOIS K. HUNT, of Alexandria, May 20, 2018
SUZIE JACKSON, of Alexandria, June 17, 2018 
MARK D. KAVANAUGH (69), of Alexandria,  
June 20, 2018
ADELEAN “ADDIE” NOLAN (92), of Alexandria, 
June 27, 2018
EUGENE M. PFEIFER (78), of Alexandria,  
June 10, 2018
LINDA L. REYNOLDS, (73), formerly of Alexandria, 
June 19, 2018
LYNDA R. ROBBINS, of Alexandria, May 26, 2018
REGINA “JEAN” TARPEY (95), of Alexandria,  
June 11, 2018 
RICHARD “DICK” WILSON, of Alexandria,  
June 25, 2018
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LEGAL NOTICES

Alexandria Board of  
Architectural Review
Parker Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, July 18, 2018 beginning at 
7:30 PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, on the second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alex-
andria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

BAR Case #2018-00297
Request for partial demolition/
encapsulation at 315 Buchanan 
Street
Applicant: Anita Hall

BAR Case #2018-00298
Request for alterations and addi-
tion at 315 Buchanan Street
Applicant: Anita Hall

BAR Policies for Administra-
tive Approvals for Commercial 
Buildings

Election of Officers for the 
Parker – Gray Board of Archi-
tectural Review

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets. 

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
180601

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools is seeking a qualified 
Offeror to provide (1) four hour 
professional development on 
August 6, 2018 with a cohort of 
200 ACPS leaders for the ACPS 
Leadership Academy. The focus 
of this ACPS Leadership Acade-
my will be to support the ACPS 
Bicycles in the Schools (BITS) 
Program. 

All questions must be submit-
ted via email, with the notation, 
“PD for Teamwork Question” 
on or before 3:00 PM on July 6, 
2018. If necessary, an addendum 
will be issued and posted to the 
ACPS Vendor Self Service site.  

Using the Internet Explorer 
browser, electronic bids will 
be submitted to ACPS’ Ven-
dor Self-Service (VSS) on or 
before 3:00 p.m. on July 13, 
2018. The time of receipt shall be 
determined by the system time 
stamp in the Vendor Self-Ser-
vice System.  Any bids received 
after that date and time shall 
not be considered. MAILED OR 
HAND-DELIVERED PAPER 
PROPOSALS SHALL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 

Offerors submitting propos-
als in the Vendor Self-Service 
System shall also send (1) one 
original response on a USB 
flash-drive, labeled as “PD 
for Teamwork, RFP 180601”, 
on or before 3:00 p.m. on July 
13, 2018 to Financial Services 
Department/ Procurement 
Office, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Suite 620, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia. The time of receipt for the 
mailed or hand-delivered USB 
shall be determined by the time 
clock stamp in the Procurement 
Office.

RFP documents may be obtained 
at the Procurement Office web-
site at https://www.acps.k12.
va.us/purchasing. Vendor Self 
Service login is required for 
proposal submission at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/.

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

HELP WANTED
CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$700-$1200 a week! 4-wks or 
10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans 
in Demand! Richmond/Freder-
icksburg 877-CDS-4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 

844-CDS-4CDL

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. Tele-
phone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. (312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

YARD SALES 
100 MILES+ YARD SALE. 
July 7, Business Highways 
15, 360, 460, 47-Chase City, 
Moseley, Amelia, Burkeville, 
Keysville, Farmville, Black-
stone. 804-334-2506 . FB: 
vayardsalemiles

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

at a reported cost exceeding a 
million dollars in Alexandria 
taxpayer dollars. That pecu-
liar and unexplained expen-
diture amounted to a gift to 
the Janowskys of the entire 
cost of defense.

• The Janowskys never 
were legally impeded from 
immediately proceeding 
with their project. The prop-
erty owners did not seek, 
and the court never entered, 
a preliminary injunction. If 

the Janowskys really were 
convinced that the case had 
no merit, they could have 
gone right ahead with their 
project.

• Margaret Janowsky’s 
suggestion that ordinary 
property owners of Alex-
andria go to court lightly, 
and have become a threat to 
small business, is fanciful. 
We make no apology for ex-
ercising our rights under the 
Virginia Code and Consti-
tution to challenge a ruling 
and present to a court evi-

dence that city council’s ac-
tions were unlawful on many 
grounds. The right to peti-
tion for redress of grievanc-
es, and the guarantees of due 
process of law, are older than 
the Constitution. Indeed, in 
her sworn testimony in the 
case, Mayor Allison Silber-
berg  – who voted in favor 
of the Janowskys’ proposal 
– said that the plaintiffs in 
the case “should be thanked 
for coming forward” and ex-
ercising their legal rights. 
The Janowskys’ assertions 

about their choice to incur 
legal fees, and their claim 
that their inability to reach a 
business deal or maintain the 
confidence of their investors 
is someone else’s fault, are 
misdirected.

Our laws authorize that 
when ordinary citizens be-
lieve the government has act-
ed unlawfully to harm them, 
they can seek a determination 
from a court. They will not 
succeed in every case. But the 
right to present solid evidence 
and to obtain the determina-

tion of the courts is part of 
what keeps government hon-
est and makes this country 
free.
-Shirley Rettig, Carolyn Merck, 
Billie Schaeffer, John Williams, 

Ellen Mosher, Jamie Steve, 
Whitney Steve, Ronald Rigby, 
Hazel Rigby, Courtney Fones, 

Jane Harter, Carolyn Almassy, 
Robert Almassy, Cathleen 

Curtin, Margaret Jane Chi-
ang, Faye Padgett, Rosemary 

Ann Furfaro, Paul Waldron, 
Brian Johnson, Sarah Hull,

Alexandria
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lauren Bishop to learn what’s happening in YOUR neighborhood.

202 Jefferson St, Old Town
$1,095,000 

OPEN SUNDAY 7/8, 2-4 PM

LAUREN BISHOP
as one of the best REALTORS® in the DMV area by 
Washingtonian Magazine for the third year in a row.

McEnearney Associates is proud to recognize

215 N Van Buren St, Falls Church
$1,445,000

FOR SALE

2320 Dale Dr, Falls Church 
$1,375,000

FOR SALE


