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Alexandria all-stars win state title

Alexandria first
baseman
Campbell
Plishker
looks on
as Will
Keough
delivers a
pitch, at
Monday's
championship
game.

City team claims title at
first-ever state tournament
held in Alexandria
BY DUNCAN AGNEW

Alexandria’s home team swept
the first Junior League State Tournament to be held in the city.
The tournament kicked off
on July 6 with opening pitches and ended with victory at the
championship game on Monday afternoon. This week’s triumph represents the second
time an Alexandria all-star team
has won a Virginia state title.
The first championship, which
SEE TOURNAMENT

PHOTO/
DUNCAN
AGNEW

| 15

Anthem for Alexandria

Hutchings
takes helm
Gregory Hutchings, ACPS
alum, plans to tackle
school capacity issues
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Gregory C. Hutchings Jr.,
Ed.D., Alexandria City Public
Schools’ fourth superintendent
in five years, said he’s here to
stay.
The Alexandria native is no
stranger to ACPS. Hutchings,
a product of the city’s public
schools and a T.C. Williams High
School graduate, also worked for
the school system in various administrative roles from 2010 to
2013. He returned to Alexandria
after spending five years as superintendent of Shaker Heights
Schools in the suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio.
Hutchings, who assumed the
position July 2, said the theme of
his first 100 days in office would
be collaboration and relationship
building.
SEE HUTCHINGS
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Anchors Away
How archaeologists are removing
– and preserving – 18th-century
ships found at Robinson Landing.
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Small Business Spotlight
Get to know new Old Town
boutique Threadleaf.
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PHOTO BY JEREMY MILLER

Fireworks light up the waterfront at Alexandria's 269th Birthday
Celebration at Oronoco Bay Park on Saturday. For more photos, please see page 13

Foodie
How to make the perfect summer
cocktail, courtesy Vermilion's expert.
Page 17
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SAVE 1.5% of your loan
amount up to $10,000
*

GREAT FALLS

$1,849,000

Seneca Hunt - Enjoy the finest finishes
and touches: marble & hardwood floors,
gourmet kitchen, lavish MBR & bath.
Relax in your game room, work out in
your gym, or host a party on your outdoor
decks and patios. 6 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA

$569,000

The Pinecrest – Views of Pinecrest golf
course from this renovated two-car garage
townhouse. Owners’suite has loft and
fireplace. Luxe, updated bath. Two story
living room, walkout lower level, plus front
and rear decks. 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ALEXANDRIA

$669,900

Clover - Mid-Century modern on a cul de
sac with over 2,300 sqft of living space!
Includes an upgraded kitchen with
granite and stainless, open floor plan, flat
fenced yard. Close to Metro and MacArthur Elementary. 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

ALEXANDRIA

$539,900

Alexandria West End - Open floor plan
town home with a well-appointed, modern eat-in kitchen, an expansive owner’s
suite with sitting area and a walk-out lower
level family room with wood-burning
fireplace. 3 Bedroom 2 Baths 2 Half Baths

ALEXANDRIA

$627,000

Kerrybrooke - Home of perfection
that is loaded with modern updates!
Hardwoods, granite, brick fireplace,
french doors, deck and flagstone patio. All of this just steps to schools. 4
Bedrooms, 3 Baths.

WOODBRIDGE

$454,900

Featherstone Square - Beautiful nearlynew townhome minutes from I-95, VRE &
incredible dining/shopping. Open floor
plan with luxurious hardwood floors &
granite countertops. Loaded with smart
technology! 3 Bedroom 3 Baths

ALEXANDRIA

Ask U
s
How!

$574,500

Windy Hill - Peace and tranquility at Windy
Hill of Lincolnia. Modern floor plan, high
ceilings, large master suite with walk in
closet. Lavishly entertain on the multi deck
and enjoy nature around you. Close to
I-395 and Springfield. 3 Bedroom 2.5 Baths.

ARLINGTON

$364,900

Windgate - Recently refreshed end unit
w/patio. New laminate wood flooring,
open floorplan, wood-burning fireplace
& kitchen w/modern stainless appliances. Walk to dog park, Shirlington
Village, metro bus. 2 Bedroom 1 Bath

Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker: 703-836-1464 maxine@PenFedRealty.com
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314
© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire
Hathaway PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.
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Sheriff’s office scales back Del Ray Music Festival hits Mt.
relationship with ICE
Vernon Avenue this Saturday
The Alexandria Sheriff’s
Office now requires Immigration and Customs Enforcement to take custody
of inmates at the Alexandria
Detention Center no more
than 16 hours after they
would have otherwise been
released, according to a news
release.
An
intergovernmental
agreement between the sheriff’s office and ICE allows for
the lawful and orderly transition of custody of an inmate
if ICE issues a warrant for arrest, according to the release.
Because the release date
of someone serving a sentence is already known, ICE
can arrange to take custody of inmates within five
days before their sentence is
complete, according to Virginia Code. The new policy
establishes that the jail will
only hold inmates for ICE for
16 hours past their scheduled release date and up to
24 hours in extenuating circumstances, according to the
release.
The sheriff’s office reviewed data from the past 18
months and established that
the new policy reflects what
is already occurring when an
inmate is transferred to ICE’s
custody, the release stated.
“I don’t see this as changing our relationship with
ICE,” Sheriff Lawhorne said
in a statement. “It’s simply
an adjustment to better reflect our practices.”
Lawhorne said in the
release that he wanted to
dispel the idea that individuals were being held for prolonged periods of time. The
office had felt confident that
transfers were being made
without delay and the study
confirmed that, according to
Lawhorne.
A release from the Legal
Aid Justice Center said that

previously, the jail would
honor ICE requests to hold
immigrants who were serving a sentence imposed by a
judge for up to two days past
their scheduled release dates,
not including weekends and
holidays.
“…It is a step in the right
direction,” Simon Sandoval-Moshenberg, legal director of the Legal Aid Justice
Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program, said in a statement. “But 16 extra hours in
jail for immigrants is still 16
hours too long. Immigrants
should be treated no differently than citizens: after
they post bail, they should be
allowed to walk out the front
door.”
According to the Legal
Aid Justice Center release,
105 people were transferred
to ICE’s custody in 2017, almost two times the number
of people who were transferred in 2016.
The sheriff’s office has
received pushback in recent
months for its IGA with ICE.
The agreement establishes that the jail will temporarily house inmates awaiting transport by ICE only if
ICE has lodged a criminal
warrant, in which case the
sheriff’s office is required by
federal law to transfer custody, according to the City of
Alexandria’s website.
In order for an immigrant
to be held, it has been the
sheriff’s policy that ICE must
present a warrant for arrest,
Form I-200, which is based
on probable cause. The sheriff’s office does not hold anyone beyond their local sentence based on Form I-247,
an “immigration detainer”
issued by ICE to assume custody of an inmate without a
criminal charge, according to
the website.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

The Del Ray Music Festival returns Saturday as
11 local bands take the
stage for the biggest musical event of the summer in
Alexandria from 3 to 8 p.m.
Two stages will occupy the
Pat Miller Neighborhood
Square at the intersection
of Mt. Vernon Avenue and
Oxford Avenue.
Seven Del Ray restaurants are hosting beer gardens for the afternoon as
diverse tunes from rock to
reggae rain down on listeners. The audience will be
treated to both first-time
performers like indie pop
artist Den-Mate and experienced returning acts like
Feel Free.
The festival is free and
open to any and all music
enthusiasts. Three blocks of
Mt. Vernon Avenue nearest
to the stages will be closed
to traffic for the afternoon.
-dagnew@alextimes.com

MAP/COURTESY OF DEL RAY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
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Paving the way for Robinson Landing
Archaeologists remove
two ships from site,
with final ship excavation planned for fall
BY DUNCAN AGNEW

After
archaeologists
found a centuries-old ship
during Hotel Indigo’s construction in 2015, many
suspected they might find
historic artifacts at the
future Robinson Landing
site. They didn’t know they
were stumbling into one of
the most richly preserved
archaeological sites in the
city.

“The fact that the whole
block is pretty much preserved was incredible,” Garrett Fesler, archaeologist
for the city, said. “…That
was like finding a treasure
trove. It was like looking at a
neighborhood that was once
standing there 200 some
years ago because the foundations were all there.”
City archaeologists partnered with Thunderbird Archaeology, a contractor for
EYA, to excavate the site
when Thunderbird discovered the three ships in March
during the site’s archaeo-

logical excavation. The two
have worked together at the
site since construction began and have, in addition
to the ships, uncovered the
remnants of Pioneer Mills, a
19th-century flour mill that
once stood on the Robinson
Terminal South site.
Two of those ships have
been removed and taken to
offsite storage facilities until the city decides on a longterm plan for the vessels. For
now, pieces of those ships
remain stabilized in carefully monitored water tanks.
Parts of the third ship will
be removed and relocated
this fall, but a portion of the
ship will remain at the site
underneath Robinson Landing construction.
Scientists at a Texas
A&M University lab recently
started a five-year preservation process on the timbers
from the ship found at the
Hotel Indigo site. The project involves replacing the
water in the timbers with a

PHOTO/COURTESY OF EYA

Two employees for Thunderbird, the company under contract with
EYA to do the archaeological excavation at Robinson Landing, talk
during a media walk-through of the construction site in March. This
was the second of three 18th-century ships found at the site.

wax-like substance, Alexandria City Archaeologist Eleanor Breen said.
Construction on Robinson Landing, which will
eventually include an underground parking garage,
26 townhouse units and 70
condominiums, has continued alongside archaeological excavation over the last
several months, but Breen

and Fesler said development
and historic conservation
can live in harmony in the
present day.
“It’s pretty common on
urban archaeology sites for
archaeology to be happening
and construction to be happening at the same time,”
Breen
said.
“…Historic
SEE SHIPS

VIP
Old Town
BOUTIQUE DISTRICT

ARE YOU AN OTBD VIP?

Join the Boutique District by becoming a VIP Member!
For $250 you’ll enjoy 10% off at all OTBD member boutiques, plus access
to exclusive VIP events and special offers from our partner retailers!
Become a VIP today at www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com/VIP
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THE RESERVE AT MAY HILL—ONLY 8 HOMES REMAIN!
Live with convenience at Christopher Companies’ newest single family
community of 12 home sites coming soon to Alexandria, VA! This
heavily landscaped community features 1/4–1/3-acre home sites in
cul-de-sacs with treeline privacy. These homes will offer award-winning
features in an ideal location—under 30 minutes to the capital and a short
drive to Kingstowne and Old Town Alexandria. The Reserve at May
Hill is within minutes to a variety of shopping, dining and recreational
opportunities—including Kingstowne Shopping Center and the newly
renovated Springfield Town Center. In addition, the community backs to
Greendale Golf Course, and is just minutes from Alexandria’s Top Golf.
The Reserve at May Hill includes diverse home styles, from center hall
colonials to first floor craftsman plans. There is a home for every lifestyle.

THE RESERVE AT MAY HILL
LUXURY SINGLE FAMILY HOMES FROM THE MID $800s
6318 May Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22310 | 571.512.2195

HOMES ARE READY NOW! NOW SELLING!

*Information pertaining to incentives, elevations, floorplans, availability
and pricing are subject to change without notice. Please contact your
community manager for the most up-to-date information.

434.989.0718 | CHRIS T OPHE RCOMPA NIE S . COM
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Mac Lab
conservators
are setting up
straps to lift the
sternpost and
shaft portion of
keel of the third
ship discovered
at Robinson
Landing.
PHOTO/
COURTESY EYA
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preservation and development in an urban environment are compatible and
part of a vibrant historic
district and a vibrant historic city, so a lot of the archaeological work that gets done
in the city is shared with the
public in all sorts of ways

you can imagine.”
For instance, Breen said,
the lobby of Hotel Indigo
now features an archaeological blueprint of the ship
that was excavated at the
site prior to the hotel’s construction.
Breen and Fesler said developers like EYA and local
archaeologists have learned
to cooperate over time due
to the city’s decades-old
archaeological
protection
code. Today, Alexandria
Archaeology—headed
by
Breen—essentially acts as
an oversight committee to
ensure the proper preservation of historic artifacts discovered in the city.
“We understand that
we’re not in the job of trying
to stop or slow down development,” Fesler said. “I think,
over the years since the preservation code has been in
place, that most folks who
develop here in Alexandria
understand that that’s another box for them to check
when they develop.”
The third ship has, however, presented city archaeologists and Thunderbird
with an obstacle. The final
ship left is located below
Wolfe Street, in the area
where EYA plans to build
an 80-foot slurry wall to
serve as the framework for

a two-level underground
parking deck.
After this slurry wall is
in place, archaeologists will
excavate, record and remove
the part of the ship within
the planned parking garage,
Breen said. However, the
section of the ship that protrudes below Wolfe Street
will remain undisturbed.
“We’ll be parking on it,”
Fesler said.
Old Town resident Hal
Hardaway, who lives across
the street from Robinson
Landing, said he’s frustrated
by the decision to leave part
of the ship unexcavated.
“I do have a little bit of a
problem with [the project],”
Hardaway said. “I think it
could have been done smarter.”
Hardaway also disagrees
with the numerous committee meetings that have been
held regarding the Robinson
Landing ships. He said the
ideal solution is obvious.
“You’ve got four ships,”
Hardaway said. “Save as
much as you can and distribute it along the waterfront.”
Hardaway, however, did
praise city archaeologists
and their work with EYA
to ensure the preservation
of artifacts in the face of
SEE SHIPS
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GET YOUR SUMMER

SPIRIT ON

105 South Union @ King Street • 703-684-4682 • www.TheOldTownShop.com
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R E A L T O R S

®

Alexandria
Old Town

Offered at:
$629,900

Offered at:
$1,495,000

3

5/6

2.5

3.5

sq.ft.

3,535 sq.ft.

JULIE F HALL
703.786.3634

CHRISTINE GARNER
703.587.4855

1
2,500

4655 Kinsey Lane

1
1

24 West Del Ray Avenue
Offered at:
$939,000

Offered at:
$1,395,000

1

5

4

2

1

4

3.5

1

3,206

2,376 sq.ft.

sq.ft.

CHRISTINE GARNER
703.587.4855

CHRISTINE GARNER
703.587.4855

603 West Windsor Avenue

402 John Carlyle Street
Offered at:
$210,000

Offered at:
$1,290,000

1
5,360

6

1

4.5

1

sq.ft.

754

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

3705 South George Mason Drive

Offered at:
$1,289,000

2,415

sq.ft.

DAVE MCCALLUM
401.310.1108

802 Hall Place

1

1

Offered at:
$454,900

3

2

1

2.5

2.5

1

sq.ft.

1,560

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

FRED & SUSAN SMITH
703.362.8253

810 South Lee Street

2130 South Quincy Street, Arlington

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
R E A L T O R S

®

sq.ft.

Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.com

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/
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CREMATION GARDENS

small business spotlight

IVY HILL CEMETERY

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying
IVYHILLCEMETERY.NET
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.
703.549.7413
Keeping Alexandria’s
heritage since 1856

2823 King Street, Alexandria

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302 | 703.549.7413
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net | www.ivyhillcemetery.net

WE CREATE AMAZING RESTAURANT EXPERIENCES
PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Nicole McGrew opened Threadleaf boutique at 121 S. Royal St., next to Fontaine Caffe & Creperie and
across the street from Forge Iron Works, in May.

Threadleaf owner’s move
from White House to retail
Eco-conscious
boutique opens in
Old Town’s Southeast
Quadrant
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Nicole McGrew didn’t envision opening a boutique of
her own when she left her job
at the White House in January 2017.
McGrew, a graduate of the
Fashion Institute of Technology, moved to the D.C.
area to attend law school at
Georgetown University. After graduating, she worked
in private practice, then as
assistant general counsel in
the Justice Department’s Office of Justice Programs before joining President Barack
Obama’s White House in the
Office of National Drug Policy.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Nicole McGrew works in her boutique. The shop is open 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

She left the White House
during the administration
changeover after Donald
Trump was elected president
in November 2016 – and took

time to focus on what she
wanted to do next.
“I was really taking a
SEE THREADLEAF

|9

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

JULY 12, 2018 | 9

small business spotlight
THREADLEAF

FROM | 8

break and figuring out what I
wanted to do, and then I just
really kept thinking about
that saying ‘Find what you
would do for free, and then
do that for a living,’” McGrew
said.
With her background in
fashion and talent for giving
good fashion advice, McGrew
realized there was something
missing in Alexandria’s boutique scene.
“I really wanted a space
here in Alexandria where you
could get really clean basics
for work that you could wear
all day if you wanted to,” McGrew said.
She began laying the
groundwork for a boutique
in August 2017, settling on
the concept, the brands it
would carry, its location and
its mission. She decided to
call the store Threadleaf after doing extensive research
on native Northern Virginia
plants – a name, she said,
that fit into her business’
eco-conscious focus.
McGrew placed a heavy
emphasis on brands that
were sustainable and responsible. She aimed to create a store for women in the
professional world and those
who, like her, wanted alternatives to the traditional
pantsuit.
“I hardly ever wore suits
when I was practicing. I hated suits. So I wanted to find
those alternatives where you
could still be professional
and see that you didn’t need
to wear a suit, and then be
comfortable on top of that
[and also] making sure that
they’re natural fabrics and
they’re easy to care for,” McGrew said. “There are very
few things in [my boutique]
that need to be dry cleaned.”
She started the process
by emailing brands she
wore and respected, saying
she wanted to work with

Jesus Christ Superstar

7/21-8/11

With music by Andrew Lloyd
Webber and lyrics by Tim
Rice, this musical is a timeless
work set against the backdrop
of an extraordinary and
universally-known series of
events. Don’t miss the chance
to experience this dramatic
and inspirational musical.
Buy tickets early at our
box office or online!

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Threadleaf carries various eco-conscious brands, including Jungmaven, Fog Linen Work and Zuri Kenya.

them. She said she received
responses from about 50
percent of the brands she
emailed and, from there, she
found trade shows to attend.
“Getting into your first
show is really hard because
they want to make sure
you’re a legitimate business
and not just someone who
wants to come in and look
around,” McGrew said. “It’s
just like with everything –
it’s getting your foot in the
door, but once that door is
cracked ...”
Once she had the concept
and brands in place, she set
her mind to finding a location. The Rosemont resident
eventually settled on an Old
Town space at 121 S. Royal
St. Her store is next to Fontaine Caffe & Crêperie and
across the street from Forge
Industrial Works.
“I like this street because
it’s a bunch of smaller businesses,” McGrew said. “My
husband and I went to Amsterdam for our 10-year anniversary, and I remember
looking at all these shops.
They were all different, they
all had their own character,
their cute little window displays, and that’s what I love
about this street.”
Her boutique opened in
May over Mother’s Day week-

end. It carries brands like
Jungmaven, Fog Linen Work
and Zuri Kenya.
McGrew said she utilizes
the organizational skills and
multitasking ability honed
during her law career in her
new venture.
“I’m using both sides of
my brain. I have Excel sheets
for my inventory and buying
plan, but then I also love being on Instagram and I love
posting things. Those are
things you can’t do as a government lawyer,” McGrew
said.
McGrew said she enjoys
interacting with customers
at the boutique and said she’s
received positive feedback
from the community so far.
“In some ways, I feel if
I had opened a store earlier, straight from FIT, I feel
that it would have been very
different than what it is
now,” McGrew said. “Knowing so many women in this
area and just listening to
my friends at work and my
friends here about what they
want when they get dressed
in the morning, it’s helped
me funnel and shape the
store and that sort of practical focus [that’s] also very
fashion-forward.”
- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

HOMEOWNERS!
Are you ready to
climb those ladders
to paint your home?
TECH PAINTING
is ready to help you
protect your most
valuable asset, so you
can focus on doing
something fun this
year instead!
Call us today to
schedule a
FREE ESTIMATE!

703-684-7702

Since 1987

techpainting.com
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Nancy Perkins
N OTA B L E S A L E S

300 Virginia Avenue, Alexandria, VA
OFFERED FOR $1,795,000

1507 Stonewall Road, Alexandria, VA
OFFERED FOR $1,195,000

Washingtonian Magazine’s Top Producing Agent
Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
WAT C H M Y F I L M :
N A N C Y P E R K I N S .T T R S I R .C O M
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“I know I’ve been here before, because this is my hometown, but I haven’t been here
in five years, so it’s time for me
to really reconnect with our
community members, with
our city, with our mayor, with
our parents and our students
all throughout the City of Alexandria, and you’re gonna
see that in the next 100 days,”
he said.
Since he was named superintendent in December,
Hutchings has been working
with Lois Berlin, former interim superintendent, to catch
up on the challenges facing
ACPS. He commended Berlin on her commitment and
credited her with enabling a
smooth transition.
The superintendent role
has been embattled in recent
years. Alvin Crawley resigned
after four years in 2017 and,
before that, Morton Sherman
abruptly resigned from a fiveyear term in 2013 just days

PHOTO/ACPS

Gregory C. Hutchings answers questions from summer school students taking a personal finance class at Minnie Howard on Tuesday.

before the start of the school
year.
Hutchings said the constant turnover has caused
challenges for staff.
“I’m the fourth superintendent in five years, which is
significant,” Hutchings said.
“I think we want to make sure
we have continuity, and that’s
something I’m hoping to bring
to our staff in regards to the

morale, that they’re going to
have someone who’s committed, someone who’s going to
be here for the long haul.”
As he kicks off what he
hopes will be a long tenure
as superintendent, Hutchings
said his immediate priority,
beyond getting ready for the
first day of school in September, would be finding solutions for Alexandria’s growing

Learn why our unique memory care
could be the right fit for your loved one
Open House

Silverado Alexandria is now open and providing our signature
blend of compassion and clinical excellence.
Please join us for an open house, treats and a chance to get
to know the community and its leadership team.

Wednesday, August 8 | 4:00pm – 6:00pm
RSVP to Jane Hughes
Email: jane.hughes@silverado.com

(866) 995-1377
silverado.com/explore

2807 King Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22302

student population.
Hutchings said the school
system’s failure to address
capacity has been one of the
consequences of the frequent
superintendent turnover.
“I think they put it on hold
for a while because there was
a transition time with Dr.
Crawley leaving and Dr. Berlin
coming in and now I’m here,”
Hutchings said. “So I want to
be able to hit the ground running and not put it on hold for
another year. I want to make a
decision about that. That’s the
top priority.”
He said that going through
the rezoning process, opening
Ferdinand T. Day Elementary
School and building the new
Patrick Henry K-8 school were
steps in the right direction.
Finding a solution for an
ever-growing high school
population, however, is the
largest issue and top priority
for Hutchings.
High school enrollment is
one of the most pressing capacity issues. T.C. Williams,

ACPS’ only high school, has
experienced an influx of students since 2012. High school
enrollment increased from
3,132 to 3,949 students between 2012 and 2017– a 26.1
percent increase in five years.
This year, the high school expects to break 4,000 with a
projected enrollment of 4,074
students, ACPS Director of
Communications Helen Lloyd
said.
“Our challenge is going to
be, ‘Okay, if we need to build
other schools, where is it going to be built?’” Hutchings
said. “Or are we going to have
to be very innovative? I think
that’s something I want to
bring to the table – my innovation, thinking outside the
box a little bit, but staying
true to our tradition and who
we are in Alexandria.”
Hutchings said that by December he plans to have narrowed down three tangible
options for addressing high
SEE HUTCHINGS
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school capacity for the school
board to consider. He said at
the moment there were no
clear solutions, but potential
options that have been discussed include building a new
school, expanding Minnie
Howard and building different
high school satellite campuses
throughout the city.
“I think that the sky is the
limit really at this point, but
we need to narrow it down
from the sky being the limit
to ‘We have three options,’”
Hutchings said.
T.C. Principal Peter Balas
said he trusted Hutchings to
address the issue.
“He’s smart, he’s thoughtful, he’s thorough, and I know
he’s somebody who’s going to
be very thoughtful and purposeful around what we do at
the high school,” Balas said.
Hutchings said once ACPS
came up with a solution for
high school enrollment increases, solutions for the

school system’s other capacity issues would fall into place.
While the high school’s population increased by about 26.1
percent in the past five years,
the division’s overall enrollment increased by about 18.4
percent, according to Lloyd.
“I know the capacity thing
is an issue,” he said, “but we
still want people to come to
Alexandria City Public Schools
and enroll in our buildings so
that we can continue to grow
and have more opportunities
for our kids.”
Solving major challenges
will necessitate forging positive working relationships with
city leadership, something that
started under Berlin’s guidance. Berlin said her greatest
piece of advice for Hutchings
in tackling those issues would
be to maintain the open line
of communication she’d established with the city.
“Keep the positive relationships going,” Berlin said.
“Build on those positive relationships, which I know he will

do, because he’s a relationship
person. I adore the man, so
I know Alexandria will be in
good hands.”
Hutchings started that
process by meeting with City
Manager Mark Jinks his first
day on the job.
“We literally ended up
talking for almost two hours
because we had so much, one,
to catch up on, and two, we’re
establishing a rapport as well,”
Hutchings said.
Hutchings said an open
line of communication with
the city would be essential.
“We cannot have a prosperous city if our schools are
not prosperous,” he said. “We
go hand-in-hand. And I think
the schools working directly
with the city, if we do not keep
that going, if we do not make
this a priority for us, then
we’re not going to be able to
see the success that I’ve been
talking about, that I know we
can attain.”
Jinks said he and Hutchings would be meeting regu-

larly every two to three weeks
to discuss what was happening in their respective institutions. He said he felt Hutchings was the right fit for the
position.
“He is a product of T.C.
Williams, he has worked here
before, and I think that that
will be invaluable in understanding the Alexandria community,” Jinks said. “I think
Dr. Hutchings has the right
set of skills and, from what
I’ve judged, good people skills
as well, so that he can continue that collaboration that Dr.
Berlin has started.”
Hutchings has also invested in ACPS by enrolling his
children in the system.
“When I think about my
kids graduating from my high
school, that to me is just amazing,” Hutchings said. “I’m just
happy that my kids get to experience what I experienced
growing up, and we’re going to
have that experience to share
with each other, which every
parent doesn’t get to share

with their kids.”
Hutchings, who now lives
in Old Town with his family, said parents and residents
could also expect to see him
out in the community.
“You’re going to see me
not only at our kids’ events in
their school, but I’m committed to really being a part of our
athletic programs, our plays,
our back-to-school nights, different events that we’re having throughout Alexandria
City Public Schools, as well as
throughout our city,” he said.
Hutchings said, while the
first week in the position has
been busy, it’s gotten him excited for his new role.
“The team here is pretty
amazing,” Hutchings said. “Everybody has bent over backwards to help this be a smooth
transition, and I feel extremely
welcomed and ready to roll up
our sleeves and just do what we
need to do to make this one of
the best school divisions in the
country.”
- mschrott@alextimes.com

ENRICHING
LIFE’S JOURNEY
Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has
been welcoming residents home for more than
50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor
plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether
you live independently or require assisted living
or health care services, we encourage you to
experience every day surrounded by an active
community of friends and neighbors.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Serving your neighborhood since 1980

Stay cool with our
Summer Days Special!
AC check only $69.95
• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other
offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives
how to apply this to an Assured
Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

www.rbincorporated.com
Left: Kristine Hsia, U.S. Navy Band
Commodores' vocalist, sings at the
Alexandria Birthday celebration.
Top: Alexandria's Town Crier announces Mayor Allison Silberberg.
Above: Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
hands out birthday cupcakes to
attendees.

Happy Birthday,
Alexandria

Residents gathered at Oronoco Bay Park on Saturday to celebrate
Alexandria's 269th birthday. Guests who attended the city's birthday bash
enjoyed live music from the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, birthday
cake served by city officials, a cannon salute with the backdrop of the 1812
Overture and a grand finale fireworks display over the Potomac River.
Photos by Jeremy Miller.

Above: Civil Air Patrol cadets gather during Alexandria's
Birthday Celebration.
Right: Visitors enjoy festivities at Alexandria's biggest
party of the year Saturday at Oronoco Bay Park.

Alexandria
since
Aces

2008

alexandriaaces.com

Upcoming Games
7/12 DH: Rockville Express (away)
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

7/13 Gaithersburg (home)
7/14 Baltimore Redbirds (home)
7/16 Loudoun (away) - starts at noon
7/17 DH: Baltimore Dodgers (home)
4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

7/18 Baltimore Dodgers (away)
All home games start at 6:30 p.m.
All away games are at 7 p.m., unless otherwise noted

Home games are held at Frank Mann Field
3700 Commonwealth Ave. Alexandria, VA 22205
Alexandria_Aces

AlexandriaAces1

Alexandria_Aces
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Friends and fun
All Day Dining
Luxurious Private Suites

“On her first night here, before we went to
sleep, I asked mom how she felt and if
everything was okay. She said, ‘This is
perfect. This is what I need.’ I was so happy,
I cried.”

Beautiful courtyards &
gorgeous common areas
Transportation
Escapades...for Life!
Nurses on site...
all day, all night
Reﬂections
award winning
memory care program

Shirley, a resident at Brandywine Living
at Alexandria, pictured here with her
daughter Theresa.

~Theresa

Recognition for quality
care and services

Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your vist

5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304
Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com
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featured about half of the
players on this year’s juniors
team, came in the intermediate division last summer.
The juniors team consists of
13- and 14-year-old athletes.
“Your expectations are always to win, and then you just
see how the game goes,” Alexandria Manager Matt Keough
said. “Any given day, anybody
can win. If your pitching’s
on, your hitting’s on, you’re
probably going to win.”
Alexandria’s talent was
on full display over the last
week. The team won all four
of the games it played, outscoring opponents from York
County, Central Loudoun,
Richmond
County
and
Broadway by an impressive
31 runs.
While Alexandria trounced
Broadway 10-0 in the championship game, the key victory
came at Frank Mann Field on
Sunday afternoon. Down 6-0
after three innings, the team
scored seven unanswered runs
to maintain its perfect record.
“That was huge. … I think

it shows, you know, the
team’s discipline or mettle
that they have to come back
being down six to nothing,”
Keough said. “Because [for]
a lot of teams, it’s really hard
for them to do that.”
Alexandria took down
loser’s bracket champion
Broadway at Eugene Simpson Stadium Park on Monday afternoon in dominant
fashion. The team’s pitching
and hitting clicked on all
cylinders, with Will Keough
throwing six shutout innings
and Abe Wingfield securing
the championship in the seventh and final inning. Gavin
Brunsman and Nathan Carpenter-Holmes led the offensive attack, collecting a combined six hits and reaching
base eight times. Wingfield
and Kevin Dols also tripled
for Alexandria.
Little League rules place
pitch limits and require rest
days for pitchers to save
young players from injury.
As a result, playing the minimum number of games going into the championship
left many of Alexandria’s

The Alexandria
Junior League
All-Stars beat
Broadway
10-0 to win
the Virginia
state championship on
Monday. The
team will
travel to Ft.
Myers, Florida
for the Southeast Regional
Tournament,
which begins
Aug. 2.

PHOTO/PAUL
MILLER

pitchers still available, while
Broadway found itself running out of fresh arms. Having two of the team’s three
primary starters ready to go
was a huge advantage, Keough said.
The manager also attributed much of Alexandria’s success to the help of
assistant coaches Arthur
SEE TOURNAMENT
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VINTAGE CHARM

JUST LISTED!
Open House Sunday 2-4
6421 16th Street Alexandria

310 King Street Alexandria VA 22314
202.390.8714 | 703.932.5643 | 703.518.8300

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.
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Carpenter-Holmes,
Andy
Wingfield, John Kelly, Chris
MacKay and Denver Brunsman. Keough highlighted
their role in running efficient practices and dividing
up coaching duties during
games.
Additionally, Keough said
he’s proud to have given all
players an equal opportunity
to show their worth on the
field, especially in a game as

big as the state championship.
“Each kid played three or
four innings [in the field],
and each kid batted twice,”
Keough said. “So I was very
happy that everybody got in
as much as they did in the
championship game.”
This year’s champions
also had the edge of playing
on home turf.
Alexandria Little League
resides in Virginia District
4. Because no other District

Drop-off your unwanted medications
Drop-off your unwanted medications

S
A T URDAY
U RDAY
SAT
JULY
28, 2018
2018
JULY 28,

4 leagues offer a juniors program, the city’s all-star team
automatically appears in the
state tournament every year.
Despite many past requests
to host the tournament, this
summer marked Alexandria’s
first opportunity to host.
“In the state of Virginia, we have 16 districts, and
those districts are divided
into four regions. In a perfect
world, we try to rotate the
tournaments through the
four regions,” District Ad-

PRESCRIPTION FOR
PRESCRIPTION FOR

DANGER
DANGER

10:00AM-2:00PM
10:00AM-2:00PM
PROPERLY DISPOSE OF
UNW
AO
NPTEER
DLM
AT
I OONFS A T
PR
Y EDDI SI C
PO
SE
TH
GI L
IO
U
NE
WFAONLTLEODWMI N
ED
CO
AC
TA
I OTN
S NAST:
THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Alexandria Police
Headquarters
Alexandria
Police
3600
Wheeler Avenue
Headquarters
3600 Wheeler Avenue

•
•
•
•

First Baptist Church
2923 KingChurch
St
First Baptist

•
•

Alexandria Fire Station 210
5255 Eisenhower
Ave
Alexandria
Fire Station
210

•
•
•
•

2923 King St

5255 Eisenhower Ave

The Neighborhood Pharmacy of
Del RayPharmacy of
The Neighborhood
2204 Mt
Vernon
Del
RayAvenue
2204 Mt Vernon Avenue

CAN’T MAKE IT TO
CAN’T
MAKE
IT TO
DRUG
TAKE
BACK
DAY?
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY?

The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del
Ray
recently launched
the first-ever
The Neighborhood
Pharmacy
of Del
permanent
prescription
drug
dropRay recently
launched the
first-ever
off
box in the
City of Alexandria.
permanent
prescription
drug dropoff box in the City of Alexandria.
The drug drop-off box provides
year-round
access box
to safe
drug
The drug drop-off
provides
disposal
foraccess
all Alexandria
residents
year-round
to safe drug
and
is located
the pharmacy
disposal
for allinside
Alexandria
residents
at
Mt. Vernon
and2204
is located
insideAve.
the pharmacy
at 2204 Mt. Vernon Ave.

•
•

D I D YO U KNOW ?
DID YOU KNOW ?

Many people believe prescription drugs are safer
than illegal
a doctor
prescribed
Many
peopledrugs
believebecause
prescription
drugs
are safer
them—they’re
not.because a doctor prescribed
than
illegal drugs
them—they’re
not.
More people die
accidentally from prescription
drugs people
each year
than all types
of illegal
drugs
More
die accidentally
from
prescription
combined.
drugs
each year than all types of illegal drugs
combined.
Combining pain killers or anti-anxiety drugs
with alcoholpain
multiplies
effect—your drugs
heart
Combining
killers the
or anti-anxiety
or your
breathing
can stop.
with
alcohol
multiplies
the effect—your heart
or
your breathing
can stop.
Drug-induced
deaths
now exceed deaths from
motor vehicle accidents
in more
than
17 states.
Drug-induced
deaths now
exceed
deaths
from
motor
vehicle
in more than
17 states.
Most kids
whoaccidents
abuse prescription
drugs
report
they get
them
from
their
home medicine
cabinets
Most
kids
who
abuse
prescription
drugs
report
or from
they
get friends.
them from their home medicine cabinets
or
from friends.
Proper
disposal of unwanted medication
prevents disposal
environmental
contamination
of our
Proper
of unwanted
medication
waterwaysenvironmental
and soils.
prevents
contamination of our
waterways and soils.

SYMPTOMS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUG OVERDOSE
OF PRESCRIPTION
DRUG OVERDOSE
• SYMPTOMS
Abnormal pupil
size
• Staggering
or unsteady
Agitation pupil size
gait
• Abnormal
• Staggering
or unsteady
• Agitation
Convulsions
• gait
Sweating or extremely
Paranoid behavior
• Convulsions
dry, hot skin
• Sweating
or extremely
Difficultybehavior
breathing
• Paranoid
hot skin
• dry,
Tremors
Drowsiness
• Difficulty
breathing
Unconsciousness
• Tremors
Hallucinations
• Drowsiness
Violent or aggressive
• Unconsciousness
• Hallucinations
Nausea and vomiting
behavioror aggressive
•
Violent
Non-reactive
pupils
• Nausea
and vomiting
behavior
• Non-reactive pupils

SuSpect
SuSpect

an
an

OverdOSe? call 911
OverdOSe? call 911

Visit www.PreventItAlexandria.org to learn more.
Visit www.PreventItAlexandria.org
to learn
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Opioids
for information
and more.
help with opioids.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Opioids for information and help with opioids.

ministrator Ellen Witherow
said. “Alexandria had been
asking for a while … and so
I finally said ‘Okay, let’s do
it.’”
Tournament
Co-Chair
Beth Mensinger said Alexandria’s recent success on the
state level played a key role
in convincing Virginia Little
League officials to bring the
tournament to the city.
“We’re very involved in
our district, so with the intermediate team winning the
state championship last year,
I think that kind of helped
put us on the map a little bit
more and showed that, even
though we’re a fairly small
community and a very small
Little League in comparison
to some of the other Little
Leagues in the area, that
we might be small but we’re

mighty,” Mensinger said.
Alexandria baseball, with
state championships under
its belt and the Little League
majors division all-star team
making a run to the district
semifinals, has indeed become a mighty force. Like
Mensinger, Alexandria Little
League President Paul Miller
said hosting the juniors tournament presented a chance
to showcase the city’s talent
to the rest of Virginia.
“[Teams have] come in
from Shenandoah Valley,
from Newport News, Richmond, from all over the
state,” Miller said.
Keough said home-field
advantage didn’t just provide an easier outlet for
families to see the game – it
SEE TOURNAMENT
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ALEXANDRIA ACES REPORT
The Alexandria Aces are Alexandria’s own collegiate summer
baseball club that competes in the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball League. Home games take place at Frank E. Mann Field
and away games take place throughout the D.C. metro area.

Scores this week:
July 6
Aces L 3-2 @ Baltimore
Dodgers
July 7
Aces L 14-5 vs. FCA
Braves @ Thomas
Jefferson High School
July 8
Aces L 10-5 @ Bethesda
Big Train

Aces W 2-1 @ Bethesda
Big Train
July 9
Aces L 11-7 vs.
Silver Spring-Takoma
Thunderbolts @
Wakefield High School
July 10
Aces L 6-5 @ D.C. Grays

CAL RIPKEN COLLEGIATE
SOUTH DIVISION
Team

Record

Bethesda Big Train
FCA Braves
D.C. Grays
Alexandria Aces
Loudoun Riverdogs

28-5
13-18
16-17
12-18
8-22

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS

Hot drinking trends to cool you off
BY NICK FARRELL

Summer breeze makes
us feel fine, and refreshing
summer cocktails make us
feel even better. Now that
the heat is challenging us in
ways it seems to never have
before, bars and ambitious
home imbibers are finding
more inventive ways to cool
off, or at the very least, forget about the heat.
Here are three summer
trends that will have you
drinking liquid shade.

Vermouth

It’s not your grandfather’s drink anymore, and
now there are new styles
and flavors to create all
sorts of cocktails. Bars
across the area are taking
advantage of local products
to offer new flavors to titillate tipplers. Flying Fox,
Capitoline and Mt. Defiance
are three Virginia and D.C.
brands producing a number
of styles that you can sip on
the rocks with a twist of citrus, lengthened with a little
club soda, or in your own
unique Manhattan or Negroni. At Vermilion here in
Alexandria, we offer Flying
Fox local and seasonal vermouth for sipping.

Compostable
cocktails

Nobody
likes
waste
– and bars, like your own
kitchen, can sometimes be
the biggest culprits. Maybe
you’ve already started seeing paper straws, or “straws
on request,” and dehydrated fruit garnishes, or other
creative ways that bars are
finding to make sure there’s
less waste. At home, you
might have already started
turning that excess basil
you were growing into pesto
that you’ll freeze in ice cube
trays for the winter. If you
found that you overzealously bought fruits and vegetables at the farmer’s market
this week and now they’re
bordering on overripe, you
can give fruit a second life
by making a sangria with it.
Sangria is ripe for riffs with
that almost-turned fruit
and two-day-old wine, and
a great way to make a few
drinks at once.

Low alcohol cocktails

Did I mention that it’s
hot? It’s hot. Nothing is going
to slow you down more in the
summer like a big martini.
Worse yet, that martini is go-

SEE COCKTAILS
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Recipe

Summer Breeze

PHOTO/VERMILION

Ingredients

1 oz. Cappelletti (a wine-based aperitivo similar to Campari. If you can’t find it,
Campari will work in a pinch)
.5 oz. grapefruit
.5 oz. lime
.5 oz. ginger simple syrup (simmer together 2 cups sugar, 2 cups water and 8 oz
chopped fresh ginger until dissolved, let it cool and stand for 1 hour, strain)

Directions

Add these ingredients to a cocktail shaker, add ice, shake and strain into a champagne
flute. Top with sparkling wine.

| 18

July events
Experience Alexandria with George Washington, network with
women writers, see an outdoor film and more | Page 19

HOMES

Skinny plants, slim style
Plants with slim profiles can be perfect for side yards and small
courtyards. Learn how to implement them with these tips | Page 20
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL!
Start your
weekend
off right.
Friday Happy
Hours ‘til 9pm
Crab cakes with
smoked tomato aioli

Welcome to

®
Local Favorite

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

COCKTAILS

FROM | 17

ing to get warm quickly while
you’re sitting by the pool as
the condensation beads on
the outside of your glass.
There’s nothing worse than
a tepid, strong gin-based
cocktail. As we all know, alcohol is dehydrating. When
thinking about making a refreshing drink, try omitting
base spirits like vodka, gin,
whiskey or mezcal. Instead,
reach for a liqueur, amaro or
fortified wine, and build your
cocktail from there. Instead
of a vodka lemonade, you
can find yourself drinking a
St. Germain sparkling lemonade, omitting some of the
sugar in the lemonade, too.
My personal favorite low-alcohol drink is an Americano: Campari and sweet vermouth with sparkling water
and garnished with a twist of
orange.
If you want to get your
hands dirty in the kitchen,
try the Vermilion brunch
favorite the Summer Breeze,

PHOTO/VERMILION

Cool off and forget about the heat with refreshing summer cocktails.

which incorporates plenty
of summer flavor.
All told, there’s nearly no wrong way to drink
in the summer, unless it’s
drinking too much.

Nick Farrell is the spirits
manager at Vermilion at
1120 King St. Vermilion
is part of Neighborhood
Restaurant Group.

FIND IT ON THE WATER

NEW WATER TAXI

Connecting The Wharf with Alexandria

Get ready for
a new Breakfast
in Old Town!
Fontaine open for
breakfast at 9am
119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Tel: 703-535-8151 | www.FontaineCaffe.com

We offer
a shops,
variety
of and
sightseeing
tours
and
water
services.
Experience
new
dining
entertainment,
just 25
minutes
fromtaxi
Old Town
by water.
Frequent Departures
| One-way
$175 Annual
Pass& Roundtrip

POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY
PotomacRiverboatCo.com | 703.684.0580

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

JULY 13
ALEXANDRIA AFTER-WORK
CONCERT SERIES: THE SHIP’S
COMPANY CHANTEYMEN

Co-sponsored by the Office of
Historic Alexandria and the Folklore
Society of Greater Washington, Lloyd
House’s monthly after work concerts
take place on the second Friday of
each month. July’s concert features
the Ship’s Company Chanteymen.
For more than a decade, the Ship’s
Company Chanteymen have shared
sea salts’ songs with tens of thousands all over the East Coast. Aside
from being scurvy-free, they portray
the musical part of nautical life in
the 1700s and 1800s. Many of their
songs originally set a pace to keep
ship crews rowing in time or doing
rhythmic chores such as turning a
capstan. Some just filled long hours
or lonely nights at sea. Simple and
direct, wild and spirited, salty and
rough as a North Atlantic gale, they
reflected the sailors themselves. The
practice of voicing rhythmic sounds
while working may be as old as
mankind and probably is intrinsic to
human nature. With rollicking tunes
and sing-along choruses, it’s also
fun. Great music with a $15 suggested donation for the musicians. No
ticket required – show up and enjoy
the music. Beer and wine will be
available for sale and light refreshments will be served.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
historic

JULY 13 AND 14
ALEXANDRIA COMCAST
OUTDOOR FILM FESTIVAL

Comcast and the City of Alexandria
welcome you back to scenic
Waterfront Park for the 16th Annual
Comcast Outdoor Film Festival.
Located just one block from King
Street on the Potomac River, there
will be two nights of free outdoor
movies on a four-story-high movie
screen. Bring your low beach chair,
blanket, family and friends to this
fun annual event and watch family
favorite “Coco” and the blockbuster
“Wonder Woman” with the stars
above and the Potomac River as the
backdrop.
Time: 6:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: www.alexandriafilmfest.
com

JULY 14
10TH ANNUAL DEL RAY MUSIC
FESTIVAL A cold beer, food from

some of the area’s top restaurants
and a free outdoor concert – is
there a more perfect way to spend a
summer night? Held each summer,
the Del Ray Music Festival celebrates
the diverse talent in the Washington,
D.C. area music scene. This year, for
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its 10th annual celebration, local
musicians will perform on two stages
at Pat Miller Neighborhood Square
and Bean Creative. Mount Vernon
Avenue will be closed to traffic for
the three blocks adjacent to the
stage, and seven of Del Ray’s top
restaurants will host pop-up beer
gardens. The line-up includes DenMate, Feel Free, Greenland, Origem,
Gordon Sterlend And The People,
Dan Wolff And The Muddy Crows,
Duke Ellington Tribute, The Porch
Lights, The Derds, Left on Lincoln
and Noise in the Basement.
Time: 3 to 8 p.m.
Location: Pat Miller Neighborhood
Square
Information: www.visitdelray.com/
event-2207531

WRITE LIKE A WOMAN
NETWORKING WORKSHOP

Facilitated by Poet and Author
KaNikki Jakarta, the Write
Like a Woman networking
workshop welcomes female writers
ages 18 to 100. Meeting quarterly,
the workshop centers on uplifting
and inspiring through writing. Each
workshop focuses on different
writing styles and allows the
participants to enhance their own
writing styles and share pieces for
listening or critiques. The meetings
are for amateur and professional
writers. Every session includes
writing exercises and networking.
This event is free and open to the
public and accommodates between
15 and 25 attendees. The regulars
chip in to have cookies and tea
during the sessions. Please RSVP to
admin@nvfaa.org.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

TONS OF TRUCKS Children of

all ages will have the opportunity
to explore their favorite vehicles
and meet the people who protect,
build and serve our city. Get
behind the wheel of more than 20
different vehicles from seven city
departments, including a fire engine,
front end loader, dump truck, bucket
truck, trash truck, sewer truck,
vacuum truck, buses and more.
Truck-themed activities include an
art project with the city’s Mobile
Art Lab, book readings, giveaways,
photo opportunities and food truck
vendors. The event is rain or shine.
Parking is available at T.C. Williams
High School. Tickets are $5 each or
$15 per family.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park, 3210
King St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
webtrac

JULY 18
COOL YOGA – FREE OUTDOOR
YOGA Every Wednesday this
summer, stop by Cool Yoga, Del
Ray’s free summer outdoor yoga
series. Chill out after class with
the Cool Yoga After Party, featuring

complementary cool refreshments
courtesy of Bon Vivant Cafe + Farm
Market. This summer, there will be
special guests offering mindfulness
meditations, aromatherapy
relaxations, free samples and
more. Cool Yoga is suitable for all
levels, so grab your mat and come
on down for the coolest yoga in
town. Cool Yoga is presented by Del
Ray Psych & Wellness, taught and
powered by Maureen Clyne of @
home Real Estate Lounge & Design
Center and sponsored by Bon Vivant
Cafe + Farm Market and Just ASK
Publications.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Psych & Wellness,
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-967-8884

JULY 21
WALKING WITH WASHINGTON
TOUR Explore important sites

associated with George Washington
in his hometown of Alexandria. This
guided walking tour of historic Old
Town covers significant people and
events in Washington’s life and in
American history. The stops include
Ramsay House, Market Square, the
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall
House/Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern,
Washington’s townhouse, The Lord
Fairfax House, “Light-Horse” Harry
Lee’s house and Christ Church. The
event is sponsored by the City of
Alexandria’s George Washington
Birthday Celebration Committee and
is free to the public.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Visitors Center,
221 King St.
Information: 703-379-7460
and www.washingtonbirthday.com

HALF-DAY COMMUNITY
POLICE ACADEMY Get to know

the Alexandria Police Department
in an abbreviated half-day session.
Thanks to the popularity of the 10week Community Police Academy,
APD is offering two half-day classes
this summer. The second takes
place Aug. 18. This academy
allows residents and community
members to learn about various
aspects of the Police Department.
Topics include patrol operations,
use of force policies, the K9 Unit,

special operations team, crime
scene investigation and criminal
investigations. This free class
is limited to 45 participants per
session. Participants of this half-day
Community Police Academy must
be at least 18 years of age and live
or work in the City of Alexandria. In
addition, criminal history checks will
be conducted on all applicants for
final approval of acceptance.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Police Headquarters, 3600
Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
police/info

wants to learn more about the
OneVirginia2021 Alexandria Local
Action Group – no commitment
required. This event is free, but
please RSVP so they know how many
people to expect.
Time: 8 to 9 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 860-593-8627 or alx@
onevirginia2021.org

AUXILIARY IMPROV SHOW Go
see the Auxiliary Improv perform
at the Lyceum. Improv comedy, as
seen on TV shows like Whose Line
is it Anyway, or with live theater
groups like Upright Citizens Brigade
or Second City, is an unscripted
performance. The group will play
short games to introduce the
concept and end with a longer set
of performances. Everything will be
completely made up on the spot,
so everything performed is totally
unique and limited to this night only.
There is a suggested $5 donation to
help defray the costs of space rental
and snacks. Doors open at 8 p.m.,
and the show starts at 8:15 p.m.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: www.facebook.com/
AuxiliaryImprov/

summer, stop by Cool Yoga, Del
Ray’s free summer outdoor yoga
series. Chill out after class with
the Cool Yoga After Party, featuring
complementary cool refreshments
courtesy of Bon Vivant Cafe + Farm
Market. This summer, there will be
special guests offering mindfulness
meditations, aromatherapy
relaxations, free samples and more.
Cool Yoga is suitable for all levels,
so grab your mat and come on down
for the coolest yoga in town. Cool
Yoga is presented by Del Ray Psych
& Wellness, taught and powered
by Maureen Clyne of @home Real
Estate Lounge & Design Center and
sponsored by Bon Vivant Cafe + Farm
Market and Just ASK Publications.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Psych & Wellness,
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-967-8884
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ONEVIRGINIA2021
VOLUNTEER INFO SESSION

OneVirginia2021’s Alexandria
Local Action Group is hosting
information sessions for anyone
interested in volunteering in the
fight against gerrymandering in
Virginia. You’ll learn more about
what gerrymandering is and how
it affects our community; who
OneVirginia2021 is and how the
Alexandria Local Action Group fits
into its mission: structure, goals
and activities; and how you can
get involved in upcoming activities,
including a Lobby Day and a rally
in Richmond. These information
sessions are for anyone who

JULY 25
COOL YOGA – FREE OUTDOOR
YOGA Every Wednesday this

JULY 27
18TH-CENTURY GAMING
NIGHT Play games 18th-century

style: Shut the Box, Fox and Geese,
dice, and a special Cards against
Humanity: Tavern Edition. To
continue celebrating Alexandria’s
Hamilton summer, there will also be
stories of our young nation and an
opportunity to see “the room where it
happened.” There will be a cash bar
and tickets are $10.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/
events.aspx

SEE CALENDAR

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial
Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!

571-432-8162

YOU CALL – WE HAUL

WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,
CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

  T RATES- EXCELLENT SERVICE GUARANTEE

5% off
for our

Seniors
Military

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service

We recycle or donate
everything possible.

Serving Northern Virginia, DC
And Maryland

Ask us about our

Around Alexandria
Specials!
www.novajunk.com
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HOMES

Skinny plants,
sleek style
Fill out narrow spaces
with slim-profile plants
BY MARTY ROSS

In a tiny courtyard, in a
side yard or wherever a garden just needs a pretty punctuation mark, skinny plants
fill the bill. Plants with slim
profiles can have a big impact.
A columnar yew or holly, a
twisting topiary juniper or a
slim boxwood can all fit into
a small space without overwhelming it. Skinny plants

stay in scale, so you can enjoy
your green oasis without having to struggle to control a
plant that only wants to outgrow its space.
“Hybridizers – and nature
– have made sure there are all
kinds of plants for tight spaces,” said Kate Karam, a landscape architect who works
with Monrovia, the international wholesaler that grows
and introduces thousands of
SEE PLANTS
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Where you can't dig a hole, try skinny plants in containers. The wispy foliage and bushy flower spikes of
red fountain grass spray like fountains from their containers on this deck. Upright ornamental grasses
are versatile, drought tolerant and easy to grow.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Breathtaking views await at Porto Vecchio
Porto
Vecchio,
Alexandria’s
premier waterfront building, has
a gracious ambiance not found in
other luxury buildings. Its incredible
location on the banks of the Potomac
River offers unparalleled river vistas
that are just a short walk away
from Old Town’s finest shops and
restaurants.
A rare opportunity awaits
the buyer of this stunningly
combined multi-unit residence with
Are you ready to
breathtaking
river and country club
climb those ladders
views
from
every
room. Brimming
to paint your home?
with comfortable English country
TECH
decor,
thisPAINTING
home is filled with custom
is ready and
to help
you throughout.
upgrades
details
protect
your
most
Bright and spacious describes
valuable asset, so you
thiscan focus
sunnyon doing
home with three
bedrooms,
something fun thisthree-and-a-half
baths,year
as instead!
well as an open family
room, solarium with floor-to-ceiling
Call usthat
todaycapture
to
windows
magnificent
views, schedule
eleganta library and master
FREE ESTIMATE!
bedroom with abundant closets. The

AT A GLANCE
Location: 1250 S. Washington St.,
#510/508, Alexandria 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $1,390,000
Square Feet: 3,000
Year Built: 1985
Contact: Mary Taylor 703-785-5619,
or Pat Tierney 703-850-5630, Long
and Foster Realtors,
mary.taylor@lnf.com;
patricia.tierney@lnf.com.
www.marytaylorrealtor.com

MEOWNERS!

COURTESY PHOTO

Enclosed solarium with floor-to-ceiling windows and doors.

private guest wing has a second full
kitchen, living room, formal dining
room and guest bedroom suite.

This home comes with updated
commercial grade, energy-efficient
doors and windows throughout,

remodeled kitchen and baths. The
two HVAC
units were replaced
in 2010 and 2011. Bonus features
include decorative molding and
millwork, built-in cabinetry in the
living and dining areas, custom
closets and hardwood floors. All
main rooms open to the sunny
solarium.
This is grand living coupled with
luxury condominium amenities.

703-684-7702

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?

Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!
Since 1987

techpainting.com

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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HOMES
Slender cypress trees
are like living
sculpture in
a garden.
These Tiny
Tower Italian
cypress
trees grow
very slowly,
reaching
up to 30
feet tall in
time but
only growing
about 3 feet
wide. They
are a natural
choice for
a formal
garden, but
they're gracious plants
in an informal country
garden, too.
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ornamental and edible plants.
Slim-profile plants have a
way of making any landscape
look a little more formal,
Karam said, but that formality isn’t necessarily out of
character even in a country
garden. A tall, narrow conifer or two will give an informal cottage garden a touch
of class, she said. In a formal
garden, skinny plants simply
enhance the tailored look.
Evergreens of all kinds
are among the most obvious
choices for tight spaces, but
annual and perennial flowers
and ornamental grasses also
fit nicely into tight spots. H.
Paul Davis, a landscape architect in Washington, D.C.,
likes the effect of tall, wispy
ornamental grasses, such as
feather reed grass and big
bluestem, which add a lot of
drama to a small space.
“If you have a limited space, you really have to
make a careful selection,” Davis said.
He looks for reliable,
adaptable plants that do not
demand excessive pruning
and pampering, and he recommends combinations of
shrubs and perennials, rather than just one or the other.
“Horticultural diversity is
healthier and more interesting” than the repetition of a
single plant again and again,
even if it’s a beautiful plant,
Davis said.
In his own tiny garden,
Davis has a hedge of upright
Green Tower boxwood, which
can grow to 9 feet tall but is
only 1 to 2 feet wide. In a water garden in a flowerpot, he
grows papyrus (sometimes
called umbrella sedge), which
reaches up to 4 feet tall over
the course of the summer. Its
green flower spikes seem to
spray like fireworks from the
tops of the tall stems.
Standard-trained hydrangeas (pruned to resemble
small trees) also work well
in spots that call for com-
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pact plants, Davis said. He
likes canna lilies in pots,
too, for their upright stature
and bright splash of colorful
blooms, which attract hummingbirds, even in the city.
Garden designers often
turn to skinny plants to help
define the spaces in a garden
– they might emphasize the
line of a path, for example,
or accentuate the corners of
a patio. Upright plants can be
used to frame a picturesque
view, or to hide an undesirable one. Along a wall, a few
slim upright plants can break
up the solid face and give the
garden “more interesting
definition,” Karam said.
Skinny plants in pots are
fun, too. “They give you a
whole
different
texture
and add rhythm and scale,”
Karam said. “They’re not
used in pots as often as they
should be.”
Slim plants in pots might
frame a garden gate or stand
sentry on either side of a doorway. Tall plants in pots placed
in flower beds are exceptionally striking, like living sculptures in the midst of summertime’s exuberance. Sky Pencil

holly is a great evergreen for
a pot, Karam said, but lots of
other skinny plants also work
well in containers, and they
can be left in the same pot
for years. In cold climates, of
course, plants in pots may
need protection in the winter.
Tall, slim plants help tie
together the elements of any
garden design: the eye moves
naturally, even eagerly, from
one to another. In larger
gardens, they’re a graceful
middle story, a vertical link
between the garden beds and
the canopies of the trees, and
between garden architecture
and the sky, because they
draw the eye upward. They
always add a lot of depth
and movement to a garden.
They’re also interesting and
fun in themselves, whether
you have a design problem to
solve or not.
“Skinny plants make everything around them that’s
bushier look better,” Karam
said. “They give a landscape
that ‘pow’ factor – if a garden
just has all mound-y shrubs,
it will not look nearly as cool
as it would with something
tall and narrow.”

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~

Health Care ~ ★
★~★Canine
★ Flash. At
Woodrow
Extra★patience
may be required to ★
adopt

surgery
sometimes.
“Sarah’s Fund” to
agePuppies
4, he isrequire
energetic,
and
needs encouragement
provides
Shelter
pets
with
needed
procedures.
Woody was found underslow
the Woodrow
Wilson
Bridge as
down.

a very This
young
kitten.
He was
terrified
and injured
badly,
puppy
will soon
undergo
an operation
to repair
He’s lost
astenosis”,
leg,
butwith
gained
perspective
on what’s
but thanks
to our
medical
team
and his
amazing
foster
“pulmonic
donations
from
Alexandrians.
important;
be happy
eachbeautifully
day, and love
caregiver,
Woody has
recovered
andthose
is ready
Your five-dollar
donation
addsthis
to Sarah’s
Fund
around
you. Flash
wellcan
knows
and and
hopes
to find
his home.
Woody
still
be credo,
shy ensures
initially
with
together
with
contributions
of
others,
that
for
a
home
of
his
own
to
share
the
love.
new people, medical
but withcare
a little
patience
and
some
extra
is there when needed.
tuna treats, he will feel free to relax with you.
For
iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL

petS, pleaSe
www.alexandriaanimals.org.
703-746-4774
OR VISIT viSit
US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE
Please call 703-746-4774 or email adoptions@
alexandriaanimals.org for more information.

THANk You
yOU
tHaNK

THANK YOU

The Alexandria
AlexandriaAnimal
Animal Shelter’s
Shelter’sPet
Petof
ofthe
the
The

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the
Week
is sponsored
sponsored
by
Diann
Hicks
Carlson,
Week
is
finding
Week
is brought
to youby
byDiann
DiannHicks,
Carlson,
finding
homes
for
pets
and
humans,
homes
for
pets
and
humans,
alike.
finding homes for pets and people, too. alike.

www.diannhicks.com
www.diannhicks.com
R E A L T O R S

®

22 |JULY 12, 2018

Our View

A season of
transition at ACPS

Summer is many things.
It’s generally viewed as a time for rest and relaxation. For students and their families, summer often entails time spent at the
beach or visiting out-of-town family. Chores or projects that are
put off during the hectic school year may finally get done. Summer
reading is a pleasure many adults anticipate, generally to a greater
extent than their children.
As School Board Chair Ramee Gentry makes clear in her column this week, Alexandria City Public Schools makes good use of
the summer to prepare for the imminent school year. ACPS is also
undergoing a significant transition: Interim Superintendent Lois
Berlin stepped aside at the end of June and Gregory Hutchings Jr.,
a graduate of T.C. Williams High School, just took the reins of the
school system.
This transition presents an opportunity for another useful
summertime activity: taking stock of both current status and future goals.
Berlin made a significant mark on ACPS in just one year at the
helm, as detailed in the Times’ July 5 story, “Lois Berlin reflects on
year as superintendent.” Several significant milestones took place
during her tenure, including readying Ferdinand Day School in Alexandria’s West End, which will open this fall, and taking part in
the joint city-schools task force, which concluded earlier this year.
Berlin’s most significant accomplishments were helping tear
down the silos between ACPS and city government, and her accessibility was on full display at meetings and events around the city.
Her commitment to being approachable mirrored that of Mayor
Allison Silberberg. Because accessibility is not easily quantifiable,
it is also easily overlooked – but it’s important.
Berlin’s approach offered a sharp contrast to the last two permanent ACPS superintendents, Alvin Crawley and, before him,
Mort Sherman, neither of whom could have been called accessible,
nor particularly successful in their respective tenures.
Now, there is a palpable excitement surrounding native son
Hutchings coming home to run the city’s schools. In today’s page
1 story, “Hutchings takes helm,” the new superintendent makes
it clear he plans to build on the progress made this past year under Berlin. We are encouraged to hear Hutchings say that he also
plans to be accessible and active in the community at ACPS and
city events.
Hutchings also has rightly prioritized addressing school capacity, particularly at the high school level, saying he hopes to have
three clear options for proceeding identified by December. As enrollment at T.C. Williams has increased by more than 26 percent
in the past five years – and is expected to top 4,000 students this
fall – quickly mapping out a course of action is essential.
But it’s also vital that those options be formed with real public
input. If we have learned anything from the controversy over the
Potomac Yard Metro Station, it’s that the public has to be involved
and informed when expensive, city-altering projects are being developed.
Hutchings said he has a 100-day plan for his new post. We look
forward to seeing how he proceeds. And we wish him well. Alexandria
needs for him to have a long, successful tenure as superintendent.
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
						
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Mayor Silberberg responds
to La Bergerie letter
To the editor:
I am writing in response to the recent letter from the neighbors who filed
the lawsuit regarding La Bergerie. In
that letter, I was quoted, and I think
it is important to know the context of
my quote. The neighbors’ counsel, Brian Wilson, questioned me for a full day
under oath regarding their case against
the city. The line of questioning that resulted in my answer is as follows:
Wilson asked me:
“Do you believe that citizens should
be punished for disagreeing with the
city council?”
My response was, “It’s a citizen’s
right. It’s a very serious, a citizen’s right
to petition, and I would defend that.”
Wilson then asked me, “Do you think
that citizens should be threatened with
having their property taxes increased
for filing a lawsuit against the city
council?”

I answered, “I’ve never heard of that.”
Wilson then asked, “Do you agree –
do you think that that’s something that
should happen?”
I answered, “Never. Whatever the
assessment is, I don’t know how they
ever – I mean, somebody calculates
that.”
Wilson then asked, “Do you think
that citizens who file lawsuits against
the city council should be disparaged in
public?”
My answer, which is what was quoted
in the letter, was, “Never. I think they
should be thanked for coming forward.”
I stand by my statement that it is the
right of all citizens to file a petition.
One of the most basic principles of our
democracy is the right to petition and
that is what the attorney was asking
me. I hope this clarifies my statement.
-Allison Silberberg,
mayor, City of Alexandria

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

JULY 12, 2018 | 23

Give Del Ray Citizens
Association its due
To the editor:
Thank you so much for your
story on the Del Ray Gateway
project reaching its fundraising
goal.
But the person you quoted,
Gayle Reuter, omitted a very important fact.
The reason the project
reached its fundraising goal of
$48,000 was that the Del Ray
Citizens Association on June
13 donated $14,186 to the proj-

Filling in the Blanks
with Ramee Gentry

ect’s sponsors from the proceeds
earned from May’s Del Ray House
and Garden Tour. That was in addition to a $1,300 donation earlier this year raised during our
annual Chili Cook-off.
Our citizens association is
routinely generous in support
of community projects. It’s only
right to give credit where it’s due.
-Rod Kuckro,
president, Del Ray
Citizens Association

Nielsen protests were
free speech, not fascism
To the editor:
Regarding the letter to the
editor, “Reject hate and incivility toward everyone,” that appeared in the July 5 Alexandria
Times, it’s stunning that Lee
Ann Gardner is reminded of Nazism by the words “Repent, Resign or Relocate” superimposed
on a poster photo of Kristjen
Nielsen or of the protest at Nielsen’s home.
Yet, she sees no fascism in
Nielsen’s leadership of a U.S.
agency that is pursuing a policy of separating children from
their parents and holding those
children in cages; or policies
that send small children alone

to court to decide their future
with no legal representation.
Gardner also sees a lack of civility in a t-shirt that says “Virginia is for haters.”
She seems to forget the small
army of white supremacists
and neo-Nazis who marched in
Charlottesville last year hurling
racist taunts, and the eventual
killing of Heather Heyer and injuring of dozens of counter-protestors. Gardner seems to forget
the importance of free speech in
these most troubling of times,
and the fundamental right to
protest inhumane policies.
-Reid Maki,
Alexandria

Will a new mayor improve
pedestrian safety?
To the editor:
Alexandria’s election season
saw a lot of political posturing
on what’s best for our city and
while some plans, initiatives
and proposals may be open to
debate, we can all agree that
pedestrian safety can be universally accepted as necessary.
The city currently has two
initiatives tackling this issue:

Complete the Streets, which
aims to complete sidewalks and
address any roadway improvements that affect resident safety; and Zero Vision, which is an
action plan aimed at eliminating all traffic deaths and serious injuries by 2028. However,
despite calls for help, the small
SEE PEDESTRIAN

| 25

Summer is busy for our schools
For many, summer is a time to slow elementary community at Ferdinand T.
down, relax a bit and take a break from Day Elementary School. Some members
the day-to-day to enjoy summer fun. At of the school board recently had an opAlexandria City Public Schools, however, portunity to take a hard hat tour of the
we swing into high gear over the summer. Ferdinand T. Day building and see the
First let me welcome our new Su- beautiful classrooms with abundant natperintendent of Schools, Dr. Gregory C. ural light and views of trees. It’s really
Hutchings Jr. He is already hard at work inspiring to see these new schools taking shape. We look forward to
collaborating with staff and
a meeting with the community
administrators, building relaon Aug. 9 and welcoming our
tionships with the city managstudents to their new school on
er, the mayor and city council
Sept. 4.
and focused on the work needPatrick Henry is slated to
ed to get our schools ready for
open in early 2019. You can see
students in September.
the work at Patrick Henry alBecause many of our school
most as it happens by viewing
buildings are without children
the time-lapse video at www.
for much of the summer, it’s an
RAMEE GENTRY
acps.k12.va.us/phproject.
ideal time to undertake projWhile our schools are undergoing rouects that would be difficult or impossible
to complete when our buildings are full of tine maintenance and additional facilistudents and staff and alive with learn- ties projects, some of our buildings and
classrooms are abuzz with academic acing.
Each summer, all school buildings un- tivity with the launch of summer school
dergo a full inspection and routine main- this week. Students at all grade levels
tenance to ensure that they are running have the opportunity to take part. T.C.
safely and efficiently when our students Williams High School students are enreturn in the fall. We also undertake gaged in learning on campus and online.
The new T.C. Williams Governor’s
large-scale maintenance and improveHealth Sciences Academy kicked off this
ment projects in some schools.
The kitchen and cafeteria spaces week with enrolled students engaged in a
at George Washington and Francis C. bridge program that will ensure a strong
Hammond middle schools are undergo- start this fall. Some high schoolers will
ing renovations that will result in more take the Advanced Placement Boot Camp
efficient serving and enhanced seating designed to help students develop the
areas. Hammond will also undergo exte- skills needed to successfully complete an
rior improvements that will significantly AP course.
Other students are getting algebra
improve the building’s climate control
and overall appearance. GW will undergo support through the Algebra Boot Camp.
improvements to its HVAC system that Students enrolled in dual language proshould eliminate some of the issues it had grams receive additional exposure to
Spanish through the Summer Language
last school year.
Almost every school has projects that Academy, while some will engage in free
are being completed over the summer, music and theatre camps and more. Later
including the painting and updating of this summer, some students will attend
classrooms and offices, playground im- orientation programs as they prepare
provement and storm water management to enter kindergarten, middle and high
projects, plumbing upgrades, energy school to help facilitate the transition to
efficiency LED lighting projects, a roof their new schools and ensure they start
replacement, a basketball court renova- the school year strong.
We also know that hunger does not
tion and more. You can learn more about
these projects on the ACPS website at take a break over the summer, so we,
along with the city, participate in the
www.acps.k12.va.us/summerprojects.
Construction continues on the new
Patrick Henry School and in our newest SEE GENTRY
| 24
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Get to know Del Ray
2000-2008 Mt. Vernon Avenue
For twelve years, starting in 1904, John Carpenter’s stores were pretty much
the only game in town if
you needed groceries and
sundries in the Del Ray development. Shopping was
mostly done on foot and his
only competition was Mary
Woodward’s much smaller
shop at the corner of Del Ray
and Clyde Avenues.
Carpenter had put up a
large store, a smaller store
and a storage building in a
U-shape at the corner of Mt.
Vernon and Howell. He rented out the stores in 1912 to
Russian immigrant Jacob
Glassman and sold them to
him in 1916, with the Glassman family owning them,
on-and-off, for the next sixty
years. The main store building was replaced in 1938 by
the larger brick building that
now houses the Evening Star
restaurant, but the two smaller buildings, and the court-

yard created by the U-shaped
configuration, remain.
The original main store
building housed a grocery
at first, then an auto supply
store and a hardware store.
The current building is split
lengthwise. It held Max Rumshin’s DGS grocery store on
the south side (which is now
the Evening Star) and “Doc”
Carneal’s Del Ray Drug Store
(currently Planet Wine) on
the north.
The significance of the lot
derives from the confluence
of three interesting factors.
The first is its status as the
launching pad for the subsequent development of Mt.
Vernon Avenue and retail in
Del Ray generally. The Avenue was almost entirely vacant land on both sides when
John Carpenter set up his
shops; others gradually followed suit.
The second was as the
anchor for the minor influx
of Russian Jewish immigrant

merchants that started with
Jacob Glassman, himself
born in Russia in 1879. Over
the next 10 years, he provided start-up opportunities
for a half-dozen merchants
in similar situations, many
barely speaking English in
the main store and the smaller one on the north side. After a break he and his son
teamed up with Max Rumshin twenty years later to establish a cooperative grocery
store here before his heirs finally sold the property after

GENTRY

and city locations throughout Alexandria. Children do
not need to be enrolled in a
program in order to access
the free meals. Just text the
word “food” or “comidas”
to 877877 to find the dates,
times and locations nearest

you, or visit www.acps.k12.
va.us/summerfood.
Summer is really a busy
time at ACPS. We’re steadfast
in our commitment to serving our students throughout
the year — with a different
focus and intensity over the
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U.S. Department of Agriculture summer food program,
which provides all Alexandria youth 18 and younger access to free breakfast, lunch
and snacks at various school

PHOTO/POTOMACVA.ORG

sixty years.
The third was the use
of the small building at the
back by the irrepressible Nick
Colasanto as his law and
real estate office. Known for
his swagger, complete lack
of verbal political filter and
free-swinging approach, he
was the voice of Del Ray for
five terms on city council, as
well as having served as city
manager. How such a small
building could house so
much wheeling and dealing
is a mystery.
Next time you stop in,
or just pass by, look around
at the three buildings surrounding the courtyard.
They all really do have stories to tell.
You can find out more
about this site and others in
Del Ray at www.potomacva.
org.
Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

summer.
I hope that you are having a fun and relaxing summer. Have an extra dip of ice
cream for all of us at ACPS.
The writer is chair of the
Alexandria City School Board.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

This Week

In order to better address the needs in our
community, organizations such as nonprofits
and foundations should prioritize:
43% - Focusing on specific, measurable goals
23% - Engaging all voices in the community
21% - Identifying pressing issues and raising
awareness about them
13% - Increasing collaboration with others

What should the top priority be for new ACPS
Superintendent Gregory Hutchings?
A) Full accreditation for all schools
B) Installing lights at T.C. Williams High School
C) Closing the achievement gap
D) Dealing with the high school capacity crunch
F) Other

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Note: The Times partnered with ACT for Alexandria on this week's and last week's polls to provide community feedback to their board.
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also allowed members of the
community not affiliated
with Little League to see the
city’s team in action.
“It was really nice to have
that big a crowd cheering
them on,” Keough said.
Alexandria Little League
also had the backing of city
staff and the Alexandria
Aces.
Miller praised city maintenance workers for getting
both fields ready for every
game. With 20 games in just
four days, Little League volunteers relied on the city to
prep the fields before each
contest, and Alexandria rose
to that challenge.
“We needed a lot of help
with the city crews to get
the fields up and running
between games, and they’ve
done an absolute phenomenal job,” Miller said.
Tournament games at
Frank Mann Field, home of
the Alexandria Aces, displaced the team for several days, but the local Cal
Ripken Collegiate Baseball

PEDESTRIAN
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community of Strawberry
Hill continues to suffer from
incomplete sidewalks and
speeding “Waze” followers
down a street with the neighborhood’s only stop light.
After three years and a
neighborhood of highly engaged Alexandria citizens,
a 60-foot missing portion
of a sidewalk leading to the
community’s bus stop was
finally installed. But progress stopped there. Despite
dozens of accidents at the intersection of Duke and North
Early Street, several nearmiss pedestrian incidents
around the Strawberry Hill
community, and countless
calls for help to Mayor Allison Silberberg, Vice Mayor
Justin Wilson, the Alexandria
Police Department and the
city’s Complete the Streets
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League team was able to play
at nearby sites like Wakefield
High School and Thomas Jefferson High School.
“We talked with [the
Aces], and they were willing
to actually coordinate with
us for this tournament,”
Witherow said.
As the team prepares for
the Southeast Regional Tournament in Ft. Myers, Florida,
where Alexandria will kick
off its campaign against
West Virginia on Aug. 3,
coaches are looking for ways
to keep players focused while
having fun playing the game
they love.
“Right now, our main goal
will try to be to get in scrimmages more so than practices if we can find anybody to
play,” Keough said. “…Practices, as you well know for
14-year-olds, get pretty old
pretty fast.”
Mensinger
said
last
year’s state championship
in the intermediate division
gave players an added level of confidence going into
the tournament. Those who
weren’t on that team were

particularly excited to prove
themselves at the state level.
She said this year’s team was
continuing a process that’s
long been in motion.
“[Last year’s championship] gives every single
one of them kind of a leg up
that they’re not riding on
anyone’s coat tails by any
stretch of the imagination,”
Mensinger said. “They’re
just continuing on what
teams started a long time
ago.”
- dagnew@alextimes.com

team, sidewalks around the
neighborhood remain sporadic and speeders continue
to threaten this thriving area
of Alexandria.
For those unfamiliar, the
Strawberry Hill community represents the best we
can hope for in Alexandria’s
West End. Redevelopment
of dated residential properties, new businesses and an
infusion of young working
families has the area looking
more like one of the coveted Arlington communities.
Hopefully our presumptive
mayor, Wilson, is thinking
strategically about how to
nurture such change in Alexandria and how to attract
and keep engaged residents
committed to improving the
community.
The Strawberry Hill community hosts several city-approved, in-home daycares,

but parents in the community cannot walk safely to
drop off their children. Without sidewalks, mothers and
fathers are forced to push
strollers on the street, avoiding parked cars and speeding
traffic.
Come January, I hope
Wilson, who enjoys the pedestrian haven of Del Ray,
remembers that his community wasn’t always what it is
today – it took collaboration
between the city and its residents to provide a safe and
enjoyable place to live and
work. After all, Wilson’s own
website states that he is “focused on making Alexandria
a better place to live, work,
and raise a family.” I hope
so, because the residents of
Strawberry Hill are counting
on the new mayor to act.
-Maribeth Monge,
Alexandria

SHIPS

PHOTO/DUNCAN AGNEW

Josh Ayala comes up to the
plate for Alexandria against the
Broadway pitcher in Monday's
championship game.

FROM | 6

continued
development
along the city block. As
long as officials properly
respect and preserve history, he said, he will support
business and residential
construction in Old Town.   
EYA declined a request to
comment regarding the intersection of historic preservation and development.
Although the long-term
plan for the preservation of
these ships is unclear, Breen
and Fesler said the history uncovered at Robinson
Landing goes far beyond
the timbers that are sitting
in city warehouses.
“It’s remarkable enough
to have a late 18th-, early
19th-century neighborhood
preserved so well,” Breen

said. “But under that you
could actually see the infrastructure that early Alexandrians created in really
creative ways.”
Fesler said archaeology
is an essential component of
discovering, recording and
understanding history, particularly in a neighborhood
as historic as Old Town.
“This happens to be
a spot on the waterfront
that is jam-packed with incredible historic findings,”
Fesler said. “…If you think
about Old Town as being
an enormous checkerboard,
and each little spot in it as
a square, we’re just trying
to fill in the pieces of the
checkerboard little by little
to create a whole tapestry of
history.”
- dagnew@alextimes.com
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SLICE OF LIFE By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1. With a smooth delivery
5. Rotten grades
9. Alabama city
14. It may be cured
18. It's all keyed up
19. Biblical mariner
20. Out-of-this-world being
21. An active volcano
22. Dispatch craft
23. Soloist plus a duo
24. Aurelius or Antony, e.g.
25. Parts of cover-ups?
26. Three types of pie
29. Bossy output?
30. Approach
31. Records
32. Short Yuletides
34. Piedmont region
37. Draft choice
40. Detach gradually
41. Witch feature, stereotypically
42. Thick, mucky substances
43. Pole on the ocean
44. P, in Greek
47. Approves
49. Bit of personal information
50. Bon ___ (wisecrack)
51. Mug kin
53. Collagen injection target
54. ___ time (soon)
57. Makes happen
60. Short troublemakers
61. Fancy molding
62. Affirm as true
63. Chess victory, friend

64. Three types of pie
71. Is in the red
72. Oath
73. Daunting burden
74. Uber rival
75. Casual footwear unit
76. Underground network?
78. U.K. air fleet
81. Small pot for liquids
83. Charles who worked keys
84. Fly 36-Down
85. Claptrap
87. All guys
88. Confrontation with swords
90. Type of omelette
94. "Or ___ what?"
95. Feral
96. Lady trousers
97. Cask residue
98. Subtle difference in meaning
101. Celery unit
103. "Nessun dorma" is one
105. Soon, of yore
106. Two types of pie
113. Bulb measure
114. Jazz vocalist Vaughan
115. It has powerful jaws
116. Terminal term
117. Non-pro
118. Jagged, as leaf edges
119. Bibliography space-saver
120. With lots of land
121. Type of pie
122. Did some needlework
123. Like some cords and muscles

124. "Big Brother" host
DOWN
1. Donate
2. Listening to, not providing sermons
3. Sheer nonsense
4. Daniel the pioneer
5. Hold spellbound (var.)
6. Shout approaching a hole
7. Like a baseball in play
8. Price-hike cause
9. Mexican blankets, in Mexico
10. Marry cheaply
11. Displays a sprained ankle
12. One of three daily
13. Building additions
14. Mythical male sea creature
15. Ornamental needle cases
16. It may be 90 degrees
17. Minor jobs
18. Some baby food
27. Limits or ceilings
28. An Ivy school
33. Dining table decorators
34. Missing from base
35. H.H. Munro, another way
36. Bad thing to fall in
38. Honolulu party
39. Just beat
40. Napoleon's comeuppance
43. Walk super-slowly
44. Make a new plot?
45. Informed about, in slang
46. Beginning
48. Make a contract official

DEATH NOTICES

RICHARD L. GARCIA, of Alexandria, June 21, 2018
ROBERT GREENSPUN, of Alexandria, July 2, 2018
ROBERT A. LAYCHAK (87), formerly of Alexandria,
January 24, 2018
CATHERINE N. MCGAHEY (89), formerly of
Alexandria, July 5, 2018
RAYMOND L. MCGAVIN (19), of Alexandria,
June 18, 2018
BENJAMIN F. ROBINSON (96), of Alexandria,
June 25, 2018
LORRAINE Z. RODGERS (97), of Alexandria,
July 3, 2018
RICHARD F. SFORZA (96), of Alexandria,
June 25, 2018
JOYCE WARNER (89), of Alexandria, June 30, 2018
NANCY S. WILLIAMS (71), of Alexandria,
June 29, 2018
VIRGINIA S. WILLIAMS, of Alexandria,
June 29, 2018
HARRY F. YOUNG, JR. (95), of Alexandria,
June 27, 2018

Last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words

50. Clio, for one
52. Multiplied by
55. Lowest tides
56. Stated definitively
57. Desert beast
58. "Shoot"
59. Job shift
61. Desert watering hole
64. Seriously bungle
65. Knowing what's happening
66. Connection or link
67. Re: the kidneys
68. Watery whirl
69. Turkish big shot
70. Has to
76. It's in Nevada
77. Life summer-upper
78. Irritate quite a bit
79. Basilica part
80. Broker's collections
82. Shorten a film

84. Be abusive
86. Introduced again, as an improved
product
89. Gen. Grant
90. Excoriated
91. Orange juice bits
92. Dignified, as a manor
93. Action film regular
95. Entered
98. Mogul ruler
99. Incredibly silly
100. Terra ___
101. Goatlike animal of Asia
102. Harass, in a way
104. Newton of physics
107. Soft or table attachment
108. Baseball's Fuentes
109. "Super quickly"
110. Blood's partner in films
111. The Mideast's Gulf of ___
112. Cardinal's color
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VETERANS COMEDY SHOW

The Torpedo Factory welcomes back
Armed Services Arts Partnership
to host a special comedy show
featuring veterans, service members
and military family members from
the D.C. metro area. The event will

JULY 12, 2018 | 27
provide a platform for veteran artists
to showcase their talents, express
themselves and have their voices
heard in front of members of the local
community. This is an opportunity
for the civilian and military world
to connect through comedy, dispel
stereotypes and misnomers and
engage in an honest dialogue about
the veteran, military and human

experience. Tickets are $15 online.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.classy.org/event/
veterans-comedy-show-the-torpedofactory/e189694/register/new/
select-tickets

JULY 29
“OLD SCHOOL, NEW CONCEPT
| THE COMPASS ATELIER”
OPENING RECEPTION Head to the
Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association
for the opening reception of “Old
School, New Concept | The Compass
Atelier.” The exhibition features works

by painters who are currently in, or have
completed, The Compass Atelier Master
Artist Program. It also features paintings
by the Compass Atelier’s founder, Glen
Kessler. The exhibition is sponsored by
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty.
Time: All Day
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

Classifieds
SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. No court
appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days.
Telephone inquiries welcome-no
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla
Español. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY
OR TRADE
FREON R12 WANTED:
CERTIFED BUYER will PAY

CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases
of cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com

Cold Calls * Commissions Paid
Daily * Agency Training * Life
License Required. Call 1-888713-6020.

HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!

$700-$1200 a week! 4-wks or
10 Weekends. Grants available.
Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 877-CDS4CDL; Lynchburg/Roanoke
855-CDS-4CDL; Front Royal/
Winchester 844-CDS-4CDL

LEGAL NOTICES

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –

Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial aid
for qualified students – Career
placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
SCHEV certified 877-204-4130

HELP WANTED
EDUCATION
VACANCIES 2018-2019

- Special Education (K-12); Elementary Education (K-4); Reading Intervention Teacher (K-4);
English (5th grade); Middle
Education Science; Middle Education Mathematics; Business
and Information Technology (912); History and Social Sciences
(9-12); School Counselor (9-12);
Mathematics (9-12). APPLICATION PROCEDURE: To apply,
please visit our website at www.
pecps.k12.va.us and complete
the online application. Prince
Edward County Public Schools,
Farmville, Virginia (434) 3152100 EOE

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln
Heritage Life Insurance Wants
Insurance Agents * Leads, No

Alexandria Board of
Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria
District
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
HEARING
A public hearing will be held by
the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY, July 25, 2018 beginning at
7:30 PM in the City Hall Council
Chambers, second floor of City
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following
applications:
BAR Case #2018-00271
Request for alterations with signage and HVAC screening waiver
at 116 King Street
Applicant: Urbano 116, L.L.C
BAR Case #2018-00288
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 512 Queen Street
Applicant: Todd B. Catlin &
Daniel W. Lee
BAR Case #2018-00289
Request for alterations at 512
Queen Street
Applicant: Todd B. Catlin &
Daniel W. Lee
BAR Case #2018-00290
Request for partial demolition/

capsulation at 501 Wolfe Street
Applicant: Ryan Fletemeyer &
Erin McGrain
BAR Case #2018-00291
Request for addition/alterations
and HVAC screening waiver at
501 Wolfe Street
Applicant: Ryan Fletemeyer &
Erin McGrain

Special Use Permit to operate a
restaurant; zoned: CDD #2/Coordinated Development District #2
APPLICANT: Hee Lee
PLANNER: Madeleine Sims,
Madeleine.Sims@alexandriava.
gov
In accordance with section
11-500 of the zoning ordinance,

the above listed request may be
approved administratively by the
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you have any comments
regarding the proposal above,
please contact Planning and Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or email
the planner listed no later than
August 2, 2018.

BAR Case #2018-00308
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 201 South Lee
Street
Applicant: Larry & Paige Nicholson
BAR Case #2018-00309
Request for alterations at 201
South Lee Street
Applicant: Larry & Paige Nicholson
BAR Case #2018-00315
Request for alterations at 801
South Royal Street
Applicants: Michael & Alexis
Doxey
Information about the above
item(s) may be obtained from
the Department of Planning
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King
Street Room 2100, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314, or at www.alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
The following request has been
received for administrative review and approval.
For information about this application or to comment, visit the
City’s website at www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call (703)
746-4666.
Special Use Permit #2018-00070
2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Unit
1D – Proposed Business: Subway
Restaurant
Request for a new administrative

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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McEnearney Associates is proud to recognize

HayesWood Homes

as one of the best Real Estate Teams in the
DMV area by Washingtonian Magazine for 2018.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Alexandria City
$1,499,999

Old Town Village
$1,295,000

Marlboro Estates
$895,000

Alexandria City
$879,900

Randall/Alexandria
$865,000

Hollin Brook
$744,500

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Old Town
$709,900

Calvert/Alexandria
$705,000

Mount Vernon Grove
$629,900

Mount Vernon Grove
$515,000

Parklawn/Alexandria
$440,000

New Alexandria
$435,000

SOLD

SOLD

CONTRACT PENDING

CONTRACT PENDING

CONTRACT PENDING

CONTRACT PENDING

Reynolds Prospect
$269,000

Marina Towers
$250,000

Jefferson Park
$989,500

The Monarch
$679,000

New Alexandria
$639,900

Parklawn
$529,000

All of the above 2018 sales are REPEAT CLIENTS and PERSONAL REFERRALS. That is
what makes HayesWood Homes THE BEST REAL ESTATE TEAM in Alexandria. When
you contact HayesWood Homes you become a CLIENT FOR LIFE. Call Today!

Chris Hayes

Gordon Wood

Lifetime Top Producer

Lifetime Top Producer

Call/Text: 703.944.7737

Call/Text: 703.447.6138

109 S Pitt St | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292

