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Two newcomers run 
against three sitting 
board members
BY MISSY SCHROTT

In District B of the im-
pending school board race, 
three incumbents will fight to 
keep their seats as two new-
comers challenge their spots.  

Incumbents Margaret 
Lorber, Veronica Nolan and 
Vice Chair Cindy Anderson 
are running for re-election 
in the city’s largest school 
board district, which spans 
the middle of Alexandria be-

tween Old Town and the far 
West End. All three are par-
ents who have children who 
are still attending or have 
graduated from Alexandria 
City Public Schools.

In contrast, the two cal-
lengers do not yet have 
children in ACPS. Jewelyn 
Cosgrove has a 3-year-old 
daughter she intends to en-
roll in ACPS and is expecting 
her second child, while fel-
low challenger Abigail Wacek 
doesn’t have children.

Incumbents face  
challengers in District 
B school board race

SEE DISTRICT B | 14

Ivy Hill Cemetery Executive Di-
rector Lucy Goddin doesn’t see death 
when she walks the grounds of the 
historic Rosemont burial place. 

“When I come here, I see life,” 
Goddin said. “I see the flora and fau-
na. I see wildflowers that are hard 
to find anywhere else in Alexandria. 
I see 200-year-old trees that we are 
trying our best to take care of. I see 
neighbors greeting neighbors. I see, 
at funerals, families gathering who 
maybe have never met each other. 

There’s a lot of love. There’s drama 
and a lot of sad stuff that happens 
too, but mostly it’s happy and peace-
ful.” 

Goddin, an eighth generation Al-
exandria resident who was born Lucy 
Burke, grew up coming to Ivy Hill 
with her parents to visit the graves 
of family and friends. She estimates 
that a hundred or more of her rela-
tives are buried there. 

BREATHING LIFE 
INTO IVY HILL

Cemetery director Lucy Goddin aims for lasting legacy

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

SEE IVY HILL | 11

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Ivy Hill Executive Director Lucy Goddin stands in front of Ivy Hill's iconic 19th-century vault. As 
a child, Goddin was afraid of it, but as an adult and as leader of the cemetery, she has turned 
the vault into an event venue.

2018 
Voter Guide

Alexandria Times
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Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Wishing You a Safe  
and Happy Halloween!

Coming Soon

OLD TOWN

$1,575,000

Gorgeous historic plaqued residence in the 
S.E. quadrant!

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 re-lined gas fireplaces and 2 
staircases. Beautifully updated with over 2,700 sq. ft. 
of interior space with tall ceilings, period woodwork, 
abundant built-ins and windows on 3 sides. Lovely 

private garden with brick patio and walk-way.

CARLYLE CITY RESIDENCES

$899,000 -Reduced

Live work option! 3 luxury levels plus a main 
level commercial space! 3 bedrooms, 3.5+/5 
baths, 4 finished levels and attached 2 car garage. 

Open main with Palladian windows facing the park. 
Eat-in kitchen, 2 bedrooms suites and a rooftop deck. 

Freshly painted, new carpet, Move-in Ready!

Charming updated home convenient to 
Huntington Metro, Old Town & D.C.! 

3 bedrooms (1 main, 2 upper), 1 updated bath with 2 
finished levels. Light filled living/dining combination 

with new bay window. New kitchen with SS 
appliances, quartz counters & 42” white cabinets. 

Upper level laundry room, freshly painted with 
refinished hardwood floors throughout. New paver 

patio and landscaping with off street parking.

BUCKNELL MANOR
$449,900 - Reduced

Fabulous light filled end 
townhouse a few blocks 
from Metro, shopping 
& restaurants!
3 bedrooms, 3 .5+.5 baths, 
4 above grade levels. Fam-
ily room with gas fireplace, 
wet bar, half bath and 
sauna! Main level with 
wood floors, tall windows 
and high ceilings. Kitchen 
with breakfast area and 
access to deck. Upper level 
with 2 spacious bedroom 
suites including the Mas-
ter with 2 walk-ins and a 
luxurious bath. 4th level 
with 3rd bedroom and 3rd 
full bath, vaulted ceilings 
and skylight.

BALLSTON CREST
Coming Soon $799,000

OLD TOWN

One of the historic 
“4 Sister Painted 
Ladies” in the heart 
of Old Town!
2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
Charming home with 
intricate brick work, iron 
fence and stairs. Vestibule 
entry, original hardwood 
floors on 2 levels, built-ins 
and pocket doors between 
the living room and dining 
room. Kitchen with granite 
counters, SS appliances and 
access to the patio. Lower 
level with recreation room 
has front and rear access. 
2 blocks to King St. and a 
few more to the waterfront!

Beautifully updated home on over 1/2 acre with 
attached 2 car garage! 5 bedrooms, 3 baths with over 
over 3,500 sq. ft. on 2 levels.  Spacious living room with 

fireplace has an oversize window and access to a deck over-
looking the gorgeous yard.  Formal dining room and gour-
met kitchen that opens to a den with gas fireplace. Three 
main level bedrooms including the Master suite with en 
suite bath. Lower level with 2 bedrooms, a full bath and 

family room with fireplace walks-out to a brick patio.

VILLAMAY
$1,185,000
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JOIN OLD TOWN'S PREMIER  
COWORKING COMMUNITY  
FOR ONLY $199/MONTH!

Fall in love with 
your workspace

WWW.ALXCOMMUNITY.COM
703.826.0020

alx
 C O M M U N I T Y

work differently

LIMITED TIME OFFER  
SAVE $100 MONTHLY

Mindfulness Mondays
Complimentary Meditation 

on 2nd and 4th Mondays 12-1:00

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Interim city attorney’s 
position made permanent 

Interim City Attorney 
Joanna C. Anderson has re-
ceived the job permanently 
after a council vote at Tues-
day’s legislative meeting.

Anderson was most re-
cently chief deputy city at-
torney. She joined the office 
in 2001 as a law clerk and 
served as assistant city at-
torney from 2003 to 2005 
before going into private 
practice from 2005 to 2010. 
She returned to the office in 
2010, again as assistant city 

attorney, and was promoted 
to chief deputy city attor-
ney in 2016.

She was appointed to 
the interim role on Sept. 
11 after James L. Banks an-
nounced his resignation.

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in history from the 
University of New Hamp-
shire and a law degree from 
the George Mason Universi-
ty School of Law.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com JOANNA C. ANDERSON

Bread and Chocolate to  
become Java Grill

The Department of Plan-
ning received an adminis-
trative special use permit 
request on Oct. 12 from 
applicant Java Grill to take 
over ownership of 611 King 
St., the existing location of 
Bread and Chocolate.  

Bread and Chocolate was 
founded in 1978 as a bread 
and pastry company, ac-
cording to its website. Old 
Town Alexandria was the 

first of its 11 locations to 
have a storefront café in ad-
dition to a full production 
facility. Its retail locations 
in the Chevy Chase and 
West End neighborhoods of 
Washington D.C. are still 
open. 

In the application, Java 
Grill owners said they 
would keep operating hours 
and other conditions of the 
original SUP the same as the 

existing business, operating 
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and serving an estimated 
100 customers per day with 
seven to 11 employees.

The new Java Grill adver-
tised on its website in early 
August that it was opening 
soon and would offer signa-
ture coffee and rolled gela-
to. 

- mschrott@
alextimes.com

PHOTOS BY WILL NICCOLLS/DRBA

Del Ray residents have decked out their doorsteps in hopes of winning Best Decorated 
Home at the Del Ray Halloween Parade on Sunday. The parade will also include 

competitions for Best Pet Costume, Best Decorated Business and Best Decorated Stroller.

Haunted Houses in Del Ray
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No matter how you say it, some Medicare  
Advantage plans have $0 premiums.
I am a licensed independent sales agent, and I want to help make your 
healthcare dollars go further.

Get the benefits you may need with a Medicare Advantage plan*, such as: 
• Doctor’s office visits and hospital coverage
• Prescription drug coverage**

• Maximum annual out-of-pocket protection
• Preventive coverage

Plus the extras you may want:
• Convenient mail-order pharmacy option
• Wellness programs
• Emergency coverage at home and when you travel
• And so much more!

If you’re becoming eligible for Medicare and have questions, call today 
for help choosing a plan that fits your needs. 

Montavius Euwing 
Licensed Sales Agent 
7033426925 (TTY: 711) Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
https://stageide-www.humana.com/

*Not all benefits listed may be available on all plans, in all areas, or in a single plan benefit 
package. **Plans are available without prescription drug coverage. This is not a complete 
description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or member cost-share may change on 
January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your part B premium. This is not a 
complete listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, please 
contact 1-800-MEDICARE (TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048), 24 hours a day/ 7 days 
a week or consult www.medicare.gov. Some plans may not be available in all areas.
GHHJ6MMEN_GEN_AD

Fall Inspections of 
one system for $69.95

Fall Inspections 
of one system  
for $69.95

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other  
  offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service  
  representatives how to apply this 
  to an Assured Service Agreement.

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning
The Alexandria Chamber 

of Commerce announced its 
Best in Business winners at 
a ceremony at the George 
Washington Masonic Na-
tional Memorial on Oct. 17. 

The big winners were Bill 
Butcher of Port City Brewing 
Co., who was named Busi-
ness Leader of the Year, and 

the American Physical Ther-
apy Association, which was 
named Overall Business of 
the Year.

In addition, AR Workshop 
won Small Business of the 
Year, Business Management 
Associates won Medium 
Business of the Year and B3 
Solutions won Large Busi-

ness of the Year.  Together 
We Bake and RunningBrooke 
tied for Nonprofit/Associa-
tion Business of the Year, and 
Alexandria Living Magazine 
was named Rising Star. 

The ceremony was pre-
sented by Burke & Herbert 
Bank. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Chamber of Commerce announc-
es Best in Business winners

Taking
Steps
Together
RunningBrooke 
and the LizLuke 
Team promoted 
fitness-infused fun 
at Taking Steps 
Together on Sunday.

  
PHOTO/LIZLUKE TEAM

Bishop Ireton’s Girls Var-
sity Cross Country has won 
its first state championship 
in nearly two decades.

The Cardinals won the 
championship on Wednes-
day, the school announced in 
a press release.

“Wednesday’s race was 
the culmination of many 
weeks of hard work and 
preparation,” Head Coach 
Brad Byrnes said in a state-
ment. “As their coach, I’m 
so happy for them to win as 
they’ve come so close over 
the past few years. The vic-
tory was well earned and our 
ladies deserve it.” 

B.I. Girls Cross Country wins 
state championship

COURTESY PHOTO
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Guiding you home in
Virginia and beyond

Alexandria

Belle Haven

College Park/Alexandria

Kirkside

9433/9437 Ferry Landing Court 
2 Lots Available $1.6M - $1.7M

6212 Randall Court 
4 Bedrooms 2F 1H Bathrooms $859,900

1210 Trinity Drive 
5 Bedrooms 4F 1H Bathrooms $1,650,000

7713 Midday Lane 
5 Bedrooms 4 Bathrooms $775,000

Leslie Berk leslie.berk@compass.com 703.283.0616
Stephanie White stephanie.white@compass.com 703.489.5045

Sue Goodhart sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 703.362.3221
Allison Goodhart DuShuttle allison@thegoodhartgroup.com 703.362.3221

Sue Goodhart sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 703.362.3221
Allison Goodhart DuShuttle allison@thegoodhartgroup.com 703.362.3221

Jennifer Halm jennifer@jenniferhalm.com 703.851.2255
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The 12th and final de-
fendant in the Northern 
Virginia heroin and fentan-
yl trafficking ring investi-
gation known as Operation 
Purple Rain was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison on Oct. 

18, according to a press re-
lease from the Office of the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney.

The defendant, Gregory 
Taylor, 44, of Fort Wash-
ington, Maryland, pleaded 
guilty to the charges against 

him relating to his role in 
the drug trafficking ring. 

Operation Purple Rain 
was a complex investigation 
and prosecution against 12 
members of two heroin and 
fentanyl trafficking rings. 

The members are believed 
to have distributed more 
than five kilograms of her-
oin – worth more than $1 
million on the streets – in 
and around Alexandria. The 
defendants will collectively 
serve more than 165 years 
in prison.

The cases were co-pros-
ecuted by the offices of 
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring and Alexan-
dria Commonwealth’s At-
torney Bryan Porter.

“Alexandria and all of 
Northern Virginia are safer 
with these heroin dealers 
off the streets and behind 
bars,” Herring said in a 
statement. “Heroin and opi-
oid overdoses are taking far 
too many Virginians from 
us far too soon, and the 
fentanyl these rings were 
distributing can be deadly 
in microscopic doses on just 
the first use.”

The operation began in 
2016 after two heroin over-
doses in Alexandria. The 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment, Virginia State Po-

lice, Alexandria Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office 
and Office of the Attorney 
General worked together to 
find the source of the nar-
cotics, which turned out to 
be at least two overlapping 
drug rings. 

“The significant sen-
tences obtained are evi-
dence of the quality of the 
police investigation and 
the hard work of the line 
prosecutors who handled 
the cases,” Porter said in a 
statement. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

CRIME

Alexandria Police re-
ported a robbery on the 
5300 block of Holmes Run 
Parkway on Monday night.

During the robbery, a 
suspect grabbed items from 
the victim and fled. There 
were no injuries as a result 
of the incident. 

Another robbery took 
place around noon on Oct. 

18 on the 400 block of South 
Pickett Street. A man im-
plied he had a firearm when 
he was confronted stealing, 
according to police. He then 
fled from the scene. 

Police haven’t an-
nounced any arrests in ei-
ther incident.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Final defendant in Operation Purple Rain sentenced

GREGORY TAYLOR

Robberies on Holmes Run 
Parkway, South Pickett St.

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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Switch to a Medicare Advantage 
plan built to help you age actively
Your total approach to health and wellness is now here

Innovation Health Medicare is a HMO, PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in our plans depends on contract renewal.
See Evidence of Coverage for a complete description of plan benefits, exclusions, limitations and conditions of coverage. Plan features 
and availability may vary by service area. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Call 1-855-254-1501 (TTY: 711) for 
more information. Other Physicians/Providers are available in our network. A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-855-254-1501 and TTY 711. Participating physicians, hospitals and 
other health care providers are independent contractors and are neither agents nor employees of Innovation Health. The availability of any 
particular provider cannot be guaranteed, and provider network composition is subject to change. Tivity Health and SilverSneakers are 
registered trademarks or trademarks of Tivity Health, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. © 2018 
Tivity Health, Inc. All rights reserved. 
*All persons eligible for Medicare may receive a $10 Visa Reward Card with no enrollment obligation. Non Innovation Health members must 
attend a sales meeting, schedule an appointment, or request an information kit to receive the offer. Current Innovation Health members, 
must call the number in the advertisement and participate in the member survey to receive the offer. Not to exceed more than one $10 Visa 
Reward Card per person. Offer valid while supplies last. 

The OmniCard Visa Reward Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. The Visa Reward Card 
can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. No ATM access. This optional Offer is not a MetaBank nor a Visa product or service; 
and neither MetaBank nor Visa endorse this Offer.
©2018 Innovation Health Insurance Company and Innovation Health Plan, Inc. Y0123_4002_13120_M  Accepted 08/2018

$0
Plans starting at

monthly plan
premiums 

Choose coverage that takes care of your body, mind and spirit
With Innovation Health Medicare Advantage plans, you’ll enjoy:

 • Triple $0: $0 premium/$0 annual medical deductible/$0 90 day Mail Order Drugs available
 • Access to doctors and hospitals you know and trust such as Inova, with no referrals for 

in-network specialists
 • Health and wellness programs like SilverSneakers® at no additional charge

Medicare Annual Enrollment has started
Call today to request an in-home appointment or enroll in a plan

1-855-254-1501 (TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week. A licensed agent will answer your call.

Explore your plan options now at IHMedicare.com/Inova3

Get a $10 Visa Reward Card when you call 
to learn more.* There’s no obligation to enroll. VISA® REWARD CARD
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

Alexandria City Public Schools hosted an official 
dedication ceremony for the new Ferdinand T. Day 
Elementary School on Oct. 18. The school’s 450 students 
performed for parents and other community members 
with songs, dances and acrobatics. During the ceremony, 
staff revealed that the school’s mascot would be Blaze the 
Phoenix and students would be known as the “Ferdinand 
T. Day Trailblazers” in honor of their namesake.
Photos are courtesy of ACPS

Dedication of
Ferdinand T. Day 
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Meeting included up-
dates on Potomac Yard 
Metro, General Assem-
bly priorities
BY MISSY SCHROTT

At Tuesday evening’s 
legislative session, city 
council members expressed 
concern about possible 
changes to Seminary Road’s 
high-occupant vehicle lane. 

The city announced in a 
news release last week that 
it had been approached by 
Transurban, which man-
ages I-495 Express Lanes, 
about changing the ramp at 
Seminary Road from HOV to 
HOT – high-occupancy toll 
– access. City Manager Mark 
Jinks said several council 
members had asked to hear 
more about the issue at the 
legislative session.

Director of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Services Yon Lambert said 
city staff and the city’s traf-
fic consultant had met with 
Transurban on Oct. 19. He 
said Transurban was in the 
early stages of potential 
change and would be com-
pleting a traffic count study 
before the end of the month. 

“From a staff perspec-
tive, ... it’s my professional 
opinion that there is va-
lidity in making sure that 
we understand the scope 
and impact of this change 
because it could very well 
have impacts on local traf-
fic that we don’t entirely 
understand at this point,” 
Lambert said.

Lambert said Transur-
ban’s goal with the study is 
to identify whether there 
would be any public benefit 
to change, such as traffic or 
safety improvements. 

Several city council 
members voiced hesitations 
about any potential changes 
to the road.

“I think it would be a 
public detriment,” Mayor 
Allison Silberberg said. “…

There was already a lot of 
cut-through traffic affect-
ing those residential streets, 
and we were actually in the 
midst of a community pro-
cess addressing Seminary 
Road. … We have to look at 
the data of course, but there 
would be additional cut-
through traffic.”

Councilor Tim Lovain 
questioned Transurban’s 
motives. 

“I understand this would 
produce more toll revenues, 
and there’s been rumors – 
more than rumors – about 
Transurban’s financial dif-
ficulties, but I don’t think 
that this is good news at 
all for Alexandria,” Lovain 
said.

Lambert said staff would 
regroup and report back to 
council once Transurban 
had completed its traffic 
evaluation. 

In addition, council 
heard an update about the 
Potomac Yard Metro Sta-
tion project at the meeting. 
Mitchell Bernstein, director 
of the Department of Proj-
ect Implementation, said 
he had learned on Monday 
that negotiations over cer-
tain pieces of land involved 

in the project had been un-
successful and were being 
turned over to the Depart-
ment of Justice.

“WMATA informed us 
that they were ending ne-
gotiations for real estate 
transactions with Poto-
mac Greens and Old Town 

Greens for pieces of land 
that are necessary to build 
the station, and have re-
ferred those negotiations to 
the Department of Justice 
for the beginning of con-
demnation processes,” Ber-
nstein said. 

The pieces of land in-

clude a traffic circle and 
access road owned by home-
owners’ associations in Po-
tomac Yard.

Bernstein said WMATA’s 
intent is to acquire the land 
temporarily by eminent 
domain and then return it 
back to the HOAs in their 
current, or better, condition 
once construction is com-
plete in three to four years.

Jinks said negotiations 
over the land have been on-
going for two years. He said 
city staff was talking to the 
Department of Justice about 
whether there was a way to 
resolve the issue without 
exercising eminent domain.  

Council also considered 
a proposed legislative pack-
age at the meeting for the 
2019 Virginia General As-
sembly Session. The city’s 
primary initiatives are seek-
ing state funding for Alex-
andria’s Combined Sewer 
Overflow project, school 
facility renovations and new 
school construction.  

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Could your emotions
be controlling your

investment decisions?

Advisory services offered through Edelman Financial Services, LLC. 
Securities offered through EF Legacy Securities, LLC, an affiliated 
broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. Life, long-term disability, long-term 
care or other nonvariable insurance products offered through EFS and 
Edelman Insurance Services LLC in California, license no. 0G00750. 
Variable insurance products offered through EFLS and EF Legacy 
Insurance Agency LLC in California, license no. 0L01472.

Attend our new seminar: Mind Over Money: 
How Your Emotions Can Keep You From 
Reaching Your Financial Goals. And discover 
how to train your brain — with simple 
solutions to help you take control! 

Attend a Seminar 
in Your Area

Alexandria, VA 
Tuesday, November 13 | 7 p.m.

Join us!
EdelmanFinancial.com/ALT1
888-PLAN-RIC (888-752-6742)

Use promo code: ALT1
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Councilors worried about potential Seminary Road transition

RENDERING/FILE
The city council learned in the legislative hearing on Tuesday that certain pieces of land involved in the 
project may wind up being temporarily obtained by eminent domain.
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This stunning new home adjacent to President Ford Park is on the last lot in the exclusive 

community of Oak Grove. With impeccable attention to detail and luxurious finishes, this 

well-appointed home boasts a modern floor plan with a kitchen-great room, coffered and tray 

ceilings, calacatta gold quartz counters, all bedroom suites, marble baths, finished recreation 

room, fenced yard, and park views. An optional 5th bedroom suite and optional media room 

are available. Estimated delivery is in December of 2018.

4 Bedrooms | 4.55 Bathrooms  |  6,359 finished sf  |  0.53 acre  |  $1,975,000

Refined Elegance in the
Heart of Alexandria 
6 0 6  P R E S I D E N T  F O R D  L A N E ,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A

Nancy Perkins
 +1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

©2018 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Alexandria Brokerage  400 S Washington Street, Alexandria, VA  |  +1 703 310 6800

Heather Corey
 +1 703 989 1183

Heather.Corey@SothebysRealty.com
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She spent years as a vis-
itor, volunteer and head 
of the Ivy Hill Historical 
Preservation Society before 
being named executive di-
rector in September of last 
year.

“I guess I ended up here 
because it’s a sense of roots. 
My entire family, on both 
sides, going back five gen-
erations, is out here in the 
cemetery and I just have a 
passion for the place. It’s 
just been a natural fit and I 
love it,” she said. 

As executive director, 
Goddin both leads the cem-
etery in the day-to-day, in-
cluding selling remaining 
plots for burial and crema-
tion, and plots a path for the 
future to preserve the his-
toric site when the cemetery 
runs out of space to sell. 

That has meant build-
ing a reputation for Ivy Hill 
by hosting events, includ-

ing periodic Edgar Allan 
Poe readings by Guillotine 
Theatre, a ghost story se-
ries called “Tales from the 
Crypt,” Halloween events 
and Women & Wine events 
in collaboration with Vol-
unteer Alexandria. 

Goddin has also opened 

the cemetery to the com-
munity, allowing dog walk-
ing on the grounds, provid-
ed the dogs are always on a 
leash. There’s also commu-
nity tie-ins, such as host-
ing wreath-layings for the 
graves of veterans and Ea-
gle Scout service projects. 

She and staff members have 
also started serving as am-
bassadors at city events to 
get the word out, including 
the annual George Wash-
ington Birthday Parade and 
events involving history 
and community. 

“The more people here, 

the better. The more this 
place is loved, the more 
eyes on things, and the 
more people coming to me 
and saying, ‘Did you notice 
this tree fell?’” Goddin said. 
“... The more people buy 
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New customers can qualify for a $500 bonus,* and get access to our team of 
personal bankers who are there to help you with your banking needs.
In order to qualify, you must be a new Wells Fargo customer and: 

•   Open a new consumer checking account with a minimum deposit of $25, and within 150 days set up and 
receive at least 3 consecutive monthly direct deposits of $500 or more a month, and

•   Open a new consumer savings account with a minimum deposit of $25, and within 10 days, deposit at 
least $25,000 in new money, and maintain a balance of at least $25,000 for 90 days

•   This limited-time offer expires November 16, 2018. Visit a participating* Wells Fargo branch and talk 
to a banker today!

Your bonus will be deposited into your new consumer checking account within 45 days after eligibility and 
qualifications are met.

Find a branch near you:
wellsfargo.com/locator

*Important things to know about this offer:
Checking and Savings Bonus Eligibility: Only certain consumer checking accounts are eligible for this offer, including non-interest bearing checking accounts. Ask a personal banker for details. Teen Checking,SM Greenhouse by Wells Fargo, and 
the prepaid Wells Fargo EasyPay® Card are not eligible for this offer. All consumer savings accounts are eligible for this offer, excluding Time Accounts (CDs). This is an exclusive, non-transferable offer. A valid bonus offer code will be provided to each 
customer while meeting with a banker. You cannot be: a current owner on a Wells Fargo consumer checking or savings account, a Wells Fargo team member, or a recipient of a consumer checking or savings bonus in the past 12 months (limit one 
bonus per customer). Offer is only available to customers in the following states: AK, DC, ID, MN, NJ, NE, TX, WY. Bonus Qualifications: To receive a $500 bonus: 1. Open a new, eligible consumer checking account with a minimum opening deposit 
of $25 by November 16, 2018. Within 150 days of account opening, set up and receive at least three consecutive monthly qualifying direct deposits of at least $500 each month. During this time, your account balance must be at least $1.00 or more. A 
qualifying direct deposit is the customer’s salary, pension, Social Security, or other regular monthly income of an accumulated $500 or more, electronically deposited through the Automated Clearing House (ACH) network to this checking account by 
your employer, or an outside agency. A non-qualifying direct deposit is a transfer from one account to another, or deposits made at a Wells Fargo branch or ATM. AND 2. Open a new, eligible savings account with a minimum opening deposit of $25 by 
November 16, 2018 and within 10 days of account opening, deposit at least $25,000 in new money into either the new checking or new savings account, and maintain at least a $25,000 cumulative account(s) balance for 90 days. New money is defined 
as at least $25,000 in new deposits from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates. Due to the new money requirement, accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Offer subject to change and may be discontinued at any time. 
Offer cannot be: paid without a valid U.S. Taxpayer Identification Number (W-9); combined with any other consumer deposit offer. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another 
account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in that offer’s 
requirements and qualifications. Those who take advantage of this Savings bonus offer cannot also take advantage of any New Dollar promotional interest rate offer during the same promotional period. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, 
transferred, or traded. Bonus Payment: We will deposit the $500 bonus into your new consumer checking account within 45 days after eligibility and qualifications have been met. Checking account must remain open in order to receive the bonus 
payment. You are responsible for any federal, state, or local taxes due on your bonus, and we will report as income to the tax authorities if required by applicable law. Consult your tax advisor. New account open subject to approval. Checking and 
savings accounts are subject to monthly service fees; please refer to the Consumer Account Fee and Information Schedule (available at www.wellsfargo.com/online-banking/consumer-account-fees) or speak to a banker for more details. The consumer 
savings accounts eligible for this offer are interest-bearing accounts with variable interest rates. For example, Wells Fargo Way2Save® Savings pays an Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 0.01% on all balances and requires a minimum opening deposit of 
$25. The APY is accurate as of 9/13/2018 and may change at any time without notice. Fees may reduce earnings. 
© 2018 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

A re-newed focus: you.
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Lucy Goddin stands among the trees at Ivy Hill Cemetery in Alexandria's Rosemont neighborhood. As 
a former head of the preservation society, she was charged with protecting the cemetery's flora and 
fauna, something she has carried over to her role as executive director. 

I guess I 
ended up here 

because it’s a sense 
of roots. My entire 
family, on both 
sides, going back 
five generations, 
is out here in the 
cemetery and I just 
have a passion for 
the place. It’s just 
been a natural fit 
and I love it.”

– Lucy Goddin, executive 
director, Ivy Hill Cemetery
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into it, the more successful 
the cemetery. I love people 
walking here all the time. 
They’re not coming here 
to buy sites – how cool is 
that? That’s not a direct in-
tention, but it’s an indirect 
result of opening our doors 
and saying, ‘We would love 
for you to come and en-
joy our 22 acres of green 
space.’” 

Goddin’s passion for the 
job is evident, especially to 
her board members, includ-
ing longtime member Ar-
thur Herbert Bryant. Bryant 
is a relative of Colonel Ar-
thur Herbert, while Goddin 
is the great-great-grand-
daughter of John Woolfolk 
Burke. The men founded 
Burke & Herbert Bank and 
purchased the land the 
cemetery now resides on 
from Hugh Charles Smith.

“Our families together 
have been in stewardship 
for the cemetery since its 

founding,” Bryant said. “... 
Lucy has been a volunteer 
of some sort since she was 
a little kid. She and her 
mother used to take walks 
to the cemetery, talk about 
relatives. She’s always had a 
passion for it.” 

Bryant said Goddin has 
changed the feel of the 
cemetery dramatically since 
taking the helm. 

“She breathes life into 
that organization and into 
that cemetery. It’s hard to 
explain what that means, 
but when you think about 
the death care industry, it’s 
either really somber or sad 
or it can be uplifting. Lucy 
has done an extraordinary 
job of making Ivy Hill into 
a happy, vibrant place that’s 
not just for your final rest, 
but an organization that’s 
part of the fabric of the Al-
exandria community,” Bry-
ant said. 

Though Ivy Hill has long 
been part of Goddin’s life, 
she never expected to work 

there. She made her career 
as a pre-school teacher, 
spending 14 years at Ar-
lington Cooperative Pre-
school. When her children, 
now 23 and 25, entered mid-

dle school, Goddin retired 
as a teacher. She started as 
a volunteer at Ivy Hill and 
slowly became more in-
volved, becoming head of 
the preservation society be-

fore being named executive 
director.

It might seem like a giant 
leap from teaching to lead-
ing a storied final resting 
place, but Goddin said there 
are many skills she’s carried 
with her from teaching to 
Ivy Hill, particularly when 
it comes to leadership and 
communication.

Ivy Hill Board Chairman 
Dana Lawhorne said those 
qualities have allowed God-
din to continue building the 
cemetery’s reputation. 

“Lucy does an excellent 
job of managing the day-to-
day affairs. She does it with 
dignity and respect for the 
families and anybody who 
comes in contact with her. 
… I rely on her to maintain 
operations to get the job 
done,” Lawhorne said. “... 
She has helped us sustain 
the huge improvements 
that Bruce Johnson, her 
predecessor, made, during 

SEE IVY HILL | 13

IVY HILL FROM | 11 Volunteer 
Alexan-
dria's first 
annual 
costume 
party at 
Ivy Hill 
Ceme-
tery was 
accom-
panied by 
live music 
in the 
famous 
vault.

PHOTO/
COURTESY
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Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com

4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Local Office
®
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by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

his three years as general 
manager. She’s helped sus-
tain all his efforts to turn 
that cemetery around. She’s 
also been our creative spirit 
to keep the cemetery alive 
with everything she does.”

Goddin said it’s experi-
ence, along with her sense 
of humor and instincts, that 
help her build relationships 
with families who are con-
tending with loss. 

“You’ve got to read your 
clients. Some people don’t 
appreciate a sense of humor 
when they are really sad, 
but some people like being 
jollied out of something,” 
Goddin said. “Respect is 
number one, so you have 
to read people and balance 
it. My parents taught me a 
very fun, twisted sense of 
humor and there are a lot 
of times when it’s really 
appropriate, and there are 
times when I have to check 
it. But there are also times 

when it’s not funny. You 
kind of have to be a people 
person to know when to say 
something and when not to 
say something.”

Relationship building is 

also paramount in paving 
the way for a future for Ivy 
Hill, Goddin said. She is 
still working with her close-
ly-knit, six-member staff to 
figure out how many spaces 

are left to sell. She antici-
pates all spaces being sold 
within the next 15 years.

Regardless of how much 
time is left for sales, Goddin 
said she’s thinking about 
the cemetery’s well-being 
centuries from now, and 
has examined the models 
of other cemeteries, such as 
Congressional Cemetery in 
D.C. 

“A lot of old cemeteries 
are doing this because when 
you sell out, and there’s no 
more income, you still have 
a responsibility to the peo-
ple here. So, I do have peo-
ple say, ‘Isn’t it disrespect-
ful to have dog walking and 
events?’ And maybe it is, 
but it’s more disrespectful 
to let the place die,” Goddin 
said. “We need to make a 
plan for 100, 200 years from 
now.” 

Goddin said the success 
of Ivy Hill is a credit to her 
staff, who she said act as a 
sounding board for ideas 
and go above and beyond in 

taking care of the cemetery 
itself as well as grieving 
families. 

After celebrating a year 
as executive director last 
month, Goddin said she is 
focused on continuing to 
make progress. In the near 
future, she has plans to 
rehabilitate the two-sto-
ry house that serves as the 
cemetery office and open a 
museum and gift shop. In 
the longer term, she wants 
to preserve the future of the 
cemetery for its permanent 
residents. 

“I think we are at the 
beginning of the shift to 
the preservation society, so 
getting people here for the 
events, the lectures, going 
to them or hosting them, 
getting people to come and 
bring me ideas. [We want 
to] build the support, to get 
people to love it, to help it 
grow in that way,” Goddin 
said.

-aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

IVY HILL FROM | 12 Attendees 
dress up for 
Volunteer 
Alexandria's 
first annual 
costume 
party at Ivy 
Hill Ceme-
tery on Oct. 
29, 2017.
This year's 
party will be 
held on Oct. 
30.

PHOTO/
COURTESY
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
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Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
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Cindy Anderson
Anderson, vice chair of 

the school board, has served 
one term on the board, having 
been first elected in 2015. She 
is a lifelong Alexandrian with 
a history of involvement in 
ACPS, including a short time 
as president of the citywide 
PTA Council.

Anderson said she’s proud 
of the work the board’s done 
over the course of her term, 
especially hiring the new su-
perintendent, Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D., opening 
Ferdinand T. Day Elementary 
School and conducting a series 
of audits and studies through-
out the division.

“There’s several audits and 
studies that we did this term, 
and now it’s time to imple-
ment the plans, and I want to 
make sure that we implement 
those with finality and that 
they don’t end up falling by 
the wayside with too much 
changeover,” she said. “Ex-
amples of these are the tal-
ented and gifted evaluations 
and also the special education 
evaluation and then our hu-

man resources audit.”
Anderson said continuity 

on the school board is import-
ant in order to move forward 
with the challenges facing 
ACPS.

Jewelyn Cosgrove
Cosgrove, one of the two 

challengers, argued that the 
school board needs fresh per-
spectives. She said she’d bring 
a sense of urgency to the board 
and wouldn’t be afraid to push 
hard and take risks in order to 
move conversations forward 
at a faster pace.

Cosgrove has lived in Al-
exandria for five years and 
has a background in politi-
cal science and international 
development. She said she is 
running for school board to 
represent young families in 
Alexandria.

“I think it’s really import-
ant that we have a voice that 
represents the families that 
are coming into the school 
system,” Cosgrove said. “I’m 
going to be involved with Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
for the next 20 years regard-
less, and I think it’s important 
to have that vested voice that’s 

going alongside our parents 
that can really speak to both 
the current and future student 
bodies’ needs.” 

Some of Cosgrove’s prior-
ities are the ongoing main-
tenance issues, improving 
after-school programming 
and expanding partnerships 
with city services and outside 
groups such as the Northern 
Virginia Urban League. 

Margaret Lorber
Lorber has been a school 

board member since 2016 and 
a city resident since 1980. She 
is a parent of two children who 
went through the ACPS sys-
tem.

Lorber said she’s running 
for reelection because she 
feels she’s helped the school 
board take several positive 
steps during her time on it. 
She said she’s especially proud 
of helping evaluate special ed-
ucation, and that she wants 
to stay involved to make sure 
the school follows through on 
the recommendations of that 
evaluation.

If re-elected, she hopes to 
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That smile! Annie thinks its her job to make you 
smile, too.  At 7 years old, this Basenji mix loves 

to run and play, but at the end of a long day, she’s 
just as happy to stretch out and nap with you.  

What a perfect companion!
Annie and her friends at the Shelter invite you to 
consider volunteering as a dog walker.  Not a big 
commitment, but guaranteed to make you smile.

For further info about our adoptable pets, please  
visit alexandriaanimals.org.

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

~ Annie, Our Basenji Mix ~ 
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focus her energy on special 
education, cultural competen-
cy, staff increases and main-
taining positive communica-
tion with the city.

“This board has probably 
been the most successful at 
bringing down some of those 
communication barriers and 
getting the funding we need 
but also the support and un-
derstanding that the public 
school system is part of the 
city and is an extremely im-
portant part of the city.”

Veronica Nolan
Nolan, another board 

member completing her first 
term, is a teacher at Trinity 
University and a former non-
profit leader who said she 
plans to work in the education 
field until the day she dies. 

Like her fellow incum-
bents, Nolan said the division 
would benefit from re-electing 
those with experience, both to 
continue the work already in 
progress and to mentor the 
new members who are elected 
to the board in November.

Nolan’s three-part plat-
form focuses on solving the 
capacity and maintenance 
challenges, providing quality 
education for every student 
and engaging the community 
inside and outside of schools.

“For the last 20 years I’ve 

been involved in education in 
some way, shape or form, so I 
have relevant education expe-
rience,” Nolan said. “I’ve been 
an ACPS parent for the last 
10 years and I’ve got 10 more 
years to go, and then … I really 
take very seriously my role in 
engaging with the commu-
nity, and I think that’s some-
thing I really made as a focus 
of my last term and I want to 
continue doing.”

Abigail Wacek
Wacek, District B’s second 

challenger, is a T.C. Williams 
graduate who returned to the 
city after finishing college in 
2010. She’s worked as a regu-
latory consultant for the past 
six years, and said she would 
bring a fresh perspective, bud-
geting experience and prob-
lem solving skills to a position 
on the board. 

If elected, Wacek said her 
primary areas of focus would 
be listening to and engaging 
with teachers, expanding vo-
cational training at ACPS and 
practicing smart spending. 

Wacek said she decided to 
run, in part, because the is-
sues she heard about when she 
was an ACPS student are the 
same issues people are grap-
pling with today. She said she 
wants the division to start an-
swering those questions so it 
can be the best it can be.

“We pay a lot of money in 

taxes and I think our schools 
should be better than they 
are and that is a message that 
I have heard over and over 
again from folks,” she said. 
“I want to make sure that not 
only we have the budget that 
we need through a close rela-
tionship with city council, but 

that we’re spending the mon-
ey that we have efficiently and 
effectively. And that is an area 
where we need to focus. It’s 
not just about how much mon-
ey we get, it’s how we spend 
it.” 

Voters who live in District 
B will be able to select three 

of the five candidates on Nov. 
6. To read about the District A 
Candidates, who were profiled 
in the Oct. 18 Times, look on-
line at alextimes.com and click 
on archives. The final profile 
on the candidates in District C  
will run next week.  

- mschrott@alextimes.com

™

Join our live EMERGE FROM RA event to
• Learn more about RA
• Ask questions about life with RA
• Become part of the RA community in your area

MEET OTHERS WITH  
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS (RA)

Saturday, November 3, 2018
12:00 pm

Saturday, November 10, 2018
12:00 pm

Morton’s The Steakhouse, Arlington, VA

Bond 45, National Harbor, MD

Presented by
Victoria Ruffing, RN-BC

Director of Patient Education, Johns Hopkins Arthritis Center
and an EMERGE FROM RA Ambassador

Presented by
Michele Cerra, FNP-C

Duke University Medical Center, Rheumatology & Immunology
and an EMERGE FROM RA Ambassador

Speakers are paid representatives of Sanofi Genzyme and Regeneron.
© 2018 Sanofi and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
08/2018  SAUS.SARI.18.03.1873(1)

This program is sponsored by

Visit EmergeFromRA.com/arlington
for more information and to register for this free event.  

Seats are limited, so reserve your spot now!

Visit EmergeFromRA.com/nationalharbor
for more information and to register for this free event.  

Seats are limited, so reserve your spot now!
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Submit your Halloween front door 
decor and get a chance to win a $50 
gift certificate to Lena's, Mia's, Virtue 
Feed & Grain, Palette 22 and more! 

Send your photo to 
newstips@alextimes.com 
or post your photo using 

#alextimeshalloween2018 
by OCTOBER 30. 

Official rules on FB: AlexandriaTimes

HALLOWEEN 
CONTEST
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Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

NOWOPEN!

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because there are still pumpkins to pick

Brandywine residents since 2016 & 2017
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address? 
Infrastructure. It will take 
ingenuity, creativity and a 
collective process engaging all 
stakeholders to address housing 
opportunities, school capacity, 
environmental challenges, trans-
portation needs and how we find 
the revenue needed.  

What, in your opinion, does city 
council lack and how, if your 
candidacy is successful, do you 
plan to address it? 
Unfortunately, one of the con-
sistent themes I have run into 
when knocking doors and talking 
to voters is a lack of trust of our 
city government. I have built my 
reputation here in Alexandria on 
building relationships, having 
honest conversations and get-
ting things done. If elected, I look 
to continue engaging all Alexan-
drians and meeting folks where 
they are in order to re-establish 
trust with the community. The 
next council should be commit-
ted to engaging residents in an 
open and transparent process.  
 
As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face a ca-
pacity crunch, what is council’s 
role in working with the school 
district to find a solution? 

Having walked the halls of every 
school in the division, I've seen 
firsthand our capacity challeng-
es. While there is no one fix, 
there needs to be short and long-
term investments. Council and 
ACPS need to work together to 
find creative solutions to help off-
set costs, such as public-private 
partnerships, retrofitting existing 
buildings and exploring the social 
benefits of co-locating services 
close to kids and families. 

Although the school board will 
lead the process and make the 
final decision, the two must have 
a strong working relationship 
and open communication. I bring 
years of experience working 
directly with ACPS and the school 
board to address student health, 
equity, disparities in discipline, 
and family and community 
engagement. 

I'm encouraged by the recom-
mendations of the joint task 
force to have a clear mainte-
nance plan and I am committed 
to working to ensure funding for 
the Combined Capital Improve-
ment Plan. As someone looking 
forward to starting a family 
here in Alexandria, I want my 
kids, as well as students and 
teachers affected today, to learn 
and teach in a safe, productive 
environment. 

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public?  
Transparency and community 

Mayoral Candidate
Justin Wilson

2018 
Voter Guide

Alexandria Times
The Alexandria Times Voter Guide gives 
you the tools you need to make an 
informed choice in the city's general 
election on Nov. 6. This guide includes 
questionnaires and brief bios from nine 
council candidates – six Democrats, 
two Republicans and one Independent 
– and 16 school board candidates 
from Districts A, B and C, as well as 
a bio from mayoral candidate Justin 
Wilson. Their responses have been 
edited for length and clarity.

Job title:  
Senior director, Amtrak/Alexandria vice mayor

I am completing my third term on city council. I have ap-
proached tough decisions head-on, and have promoted an 
accessible, transparent and accountable city government 
while remaining focused on making Alexandria a better 
place to live, work and raise a family.
Prior to my election to city council in 2007, I served the 
city, region and commonwealth on a variety of policy 
boards and commissions, including appointments by both 
former Gov. Mark Warner and former Gov. Tim Kaine.
I hold a BS in Information Systems from Virginia Common-
wealth University and am a fellow of the Sorensen Institute 
for Political Leadership.
I am employed as a senior director of supplier management 
with the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak).
I live in Del Ray with my wife, Alex, and our son Eli and 
daughter Lena. My children attend Alexandria City Public 
Schools. 

Council Candidates

I'm a community advocate 
and progressive leader with 
a track record of building co-
alitions to amplify the voices 
that aren’t always heard. I 
spent three years serving 
students and families in Al-
exandria City Public Schools, 
and now work to improve 
health outcomes for Medic-
aid populations throughout 
Northern Virginia. 

Canek Aguirre

SEE GUIDE | 18

Democratic candidate
Republican candidate

Independent candidate
Incumbent*
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?
Alexandria must diversify our 
tax base so we do not rely so 
heavily on residential property 
taxes. To accomplish that, the 
next city council must ensure we 
help small businesses grow and 
attract businesses to Alexandria. 
This will help us afford the many 
infrastructure issues we need to 
address.

What, in your opinion, does city 
council lack and how, if your 
candidacy is successful, do you 
plan to address it?
City council needs a consensus 
builder among the seven mem-
bers and in the communities 
they serve. While working at the 
National Governors Association, I 
helped Republican and Demo-
cratic governors find bipartisan 
consensus on pressing policy 
issues. I hope to do the same 
on city council, while listening to 
Alexandrians more and being a 
champion of transparency.

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face a ca-
pacity crunch, what is council’s 
role in working with the school 
district to find a solution?
The city must work with the 

school board to address capacity 
and facility issues and engage 
with the community to determine 
our needs and potential solu-
tions. Also, we must consider 
the impacts of development 
on city infrastructure, including 
schools. When Cameron Station 
was built, the city didn’t think a 
school was needed and we had 
to buy back land for Tucker Ele-
mentary. We are facing a similar 
situation in Potomac Yard, where 
we now only have a relatively 
small piece of land for a school. 

We should work to implement the 
recommendations of the Joint 
City-Schools Facility Investment 
Task Force. Finally, we must look 
for innovative solutions, including 
considering public-private part-
nerships and the conversion of 
existing vacant office buildings.

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public? 
If plans for city projects change, 
the citizens of Alexandria must 
know as soon as possible. 
With every vote by the council 

and every project city staff are 
directed to work on, we must 
ask if residents have been made 
aware of what the city is doing, if 
they have been given an oppor-
tunity to weigh in, and if the city 
has taken resident feedback into 
account. 

City council needs to provide 
more avenues for citizen input, 

Elizabeth Bennett-Parker

I help lead Together We 
Bake, a nonprofit job training 
program for women in need.  
I founded a small business 
that reduced food waste by 
transforming “ugly” fruit into 
healthy snacks. I am a former 
Fulbright Fellow and gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Cornell University.

engagement are critical as the 
city grapples with challenges 
and decision-making. The next 
council must be committed to 
re-establishing trust and building 
relationships with all residents. 
Before decisions are made, there 
must be engagement with all 
stakeholders. If mistakes arise, 
there must also be a willingness 
to “take our lumps” and be 
honest and forthcoming with the 
impacted community. 

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 
you be interested in sitting on? 
In addition to local boards and 
commissions, I sit on both a 
regional and state board. It's 
important to have a strong voice 
representing the interests of our 
city, but also one that is ready 

to listen and open to sharing 
best practices. This creates an 
opportunity to collaborate across 
jurisdictions to confront pressing 
regional challenges: transporta-
tion and housing.  

Where should funding for af-
fordable housing projects come 
from? Do you support the meals 
tax increase passed by council 
earlier this year or would  you 
support another form of fund-
ing? 
In Alexandria, we are in a crisis 
when it comes to housing oppor-
tunities, whether one is renting, 
buying or aging in place. Since 
2000, we have lost 90 percent 
of our affordable housing stock 
and our fund for first-time home 
buyers is severely depleted. 
Funding should come from as 
many sources as possible: state 
and federal agencies, pub-
lic-private partnerships, grants, 
taxes and regional collaboration 
between jurisdictions. I support-

ed council’s decision to increase 
the meals tax and am interested 
in seeing the results after this 
first year. I support restoring 
the affordable housing penny 
set-aside (currently at 0.6) and 
adopting the Budget and Fiscal 
Affairs Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation for a Revenue 
Master Plan. 

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight. 
New Virginia Majority 
Education Association of Alex-
andria 
Alexandria Firefighters, Inc. Local 
2141 
Northern Virginia Labor Feder-
ation 
Democratic Latino Organization 
of Virginia 
Democrats for a Better Alexan-
dria 
People For The American Way 
Run for Something 
Sierra Club 
ARHA Resident Association 
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MARK SHIFFER  
Independent for

 Alexandria City Council

Compassionate and Competent 
Collaborative and Committed

A Practical Progressive

Find out more at 
markshiffer.info 

f: MarkShifferCityCouncil

VOTE Mark Shiffer
 for City Council on Nov. 6
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Paid for and authorized by Vote Elizabeth Bennett-Parker

Vote Nov. 6th  
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 

www.ElizabethForALX.com
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?
Funding for infrastructure main-
tenance (sewers, schools, roads 
and housing).

What, in your opinion, does 
city council lack and how, if 
your candidacy is successful, 
do you plan to address it? 
In recent times, city council has 
had a lack of business owners, 
education professionals and 
individuals who are lifelong 
Alexandrians. My voice on city 
council works to fill that void. 

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face 

a capacity crunch, what is 
council’s role in working with 
the school district to find a 
solution?
Having spent my career in 
education, I am committed to 
ensuring that all ACPS children 
have access to a high-quality 
education and that we have the 
resources, infrastructure and 
systems to help children, fami-
lies and teachers reach their full 
potential. Growing capacity and 
infrastructure needs are among 
the most pressing issues facing 
ACPS. I have and will continue 
to work with the school board to 
advance innovative solutions, 
such as converting vacant office 
buildings into new schools 
as we did with Ferdinand Day 
Elementary. During the 2018 
budget cycle, I voted in favor of 
fully funding the ACPS proposed 
budget to ensure we have the 
resources to address capacity 
issues and support the region’s 
diversity and close the achieve-
ment gap. 

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public?
Engaging Alexandrians and re-
storing trust in the government 
is one of my top priorities. We 
have one of the most educated 
and diverse electorates in the 
region. A thriving Alexandria 
depends on engaging each 
of those voices collectively 
in solving the most pressing 
issues facing our city, including 
preserving affordable housing, 

investing in quality education 
and promoting small business 
development. To build trust, I 
will fight to strengthen Engage 
Alexandria to better connect 
residents to opportunities to 
contribute their expertise and 
experience to issues that the 
city is working to resolve. I will 
work with city staff to ensure 
that residents of the Potomac 
Yard community are aware of 
board and commission vacan-
cies as well as other opportuni-
ties to engage in city processes. 
I will work with the city manager 
and staff to use technology and 
virtual town halls to commu-
nicate not only how and when 

decisions are made but engage 
residents in the process. 

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have to 
volunteer to sit on
regional boards. What is coun-
cil’s role in regional boards 
and commissions and what 
boards would you be interest-
ed in sitting on?
Council’s role on those regional 
boards is to provide the per-
spective that Alexandria and our
residents bring to the table, as 
well as be vigilant to ensure that 
Alexandria is part of the solution 
to many of our regional issues, 
as well as has it share in regional 

resources. I sit on a number of 
boards, including the Council of 
Government’s Human Services 
Committee and the Transporta-
tion Commission, but I am willing 
to take on new boards that 
support transportation.

Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from? Do you support
the meals tax increase passed 
by council earlier this year or 
would you support
another form of funding? 
I am seeking re-election 
because I believe that every 

including: field hearings through-
out Alexandria, child care during 
council hearings to allow for fam-
ilies to participate and the use 
of technology to allow citizens 
to participate, rather than just 
watch, remotely. 

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 

you be interested in sitting on?  
Council members must leverage 
their role on regional boards to 
advocate for the best interests of 
Alexandrians and ensure a strong 
regional network of municipali-
ties. I have interest in leveraging 
my previous experience working 
with governors on transportation 
policy to serve on the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Com-
mission. I also have interest in 
building on my job training work 
at Together We Bake by serving 
on the Northern Virginia Regional 
Commission to boost regional 

workforce development. 

Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from? Do you support the 
meals tax increase passed by 
council earlier this year or would 
you support another form of 
funding? 
I support the decision to increase 
the bonus density for develop-
ment projects from 20 to 30 per-
cent in exchange for affordable 
housing. This helps to incentivize 
and maximize the production of 
affordable housing at no financial 

cost to the city. There are other 
zoning tools we can consider that 
would also do this, such as allow-
ing for micro-units and ADUs. We 
must also work to hold develop-
ers to higher expectations for 
the inclusion of affordable units 
in new projects. It's a problem 
for our city when our teachers, 
first responders and others who 
work here cannot live here. I 
support the increased funding 
for workforce housing created 
earlier this year. I want to explore 
alternative funding sources that 
would ensure an equal or greater 

investment than the tax created. 

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.
Rep. Don Beyer
State Senator Adam Ebbin
Del. Mark Levine
Del. Charniele Herring
Councilman Tim Lovain
Education Association of Alex-
andria
New Virginia Majority
Sierra Club
Northern Virginia Labor
International Association of 
Firefighters (Local 2141)

John Taylor Chapman*
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I'm a fourth generation Alexan-
drian, grew up in Alexandria’s 
public housing, graduated 
from St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School and returned 
to Alexandria after college to 
start a career in education. I 
now work for Fairfax County 
Public Schools. I founded 
Manumission Tour Company, 
which focuses on Alexandria 
African American history.

My entire family has benefited from 
our Alexandria City Public School 
education.  I want to continue to 
work with board members, teachers,  
administrators, parents, students, 
and other community members 
to make sure current and future  
students receive an education that 
prepares them for success.

- Cindy Anderson

www.CindyAnderson4SchoolBoard.com Facebook/CindyAnderson4SchoolBoard

Paid for and Authorized by Cindy Anderson for School Board 

I would appreciate your vote on November 6th.
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Alexandrian should be able 
to raise a family, afford 
their housing and enjoy the 
unique and vibrant culture 
of Alexandria. Our afford-
able housing crisis will re-
quire a mix of public, private 
and philanthropic funding 
– no one sector can solve 
it alone. I voted in favor of 
the meals tax, which will 
generate $5 million dollars 
per year for the Alexandria 
Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund. I have also worked 
tirelessly to encourage 
developers to increase their 
contributions. 

Please list the endorse-
ments you wish to high-
light.
Greater Greater Washington
Democrats for a Better 
Alexandria
Sierra Club
Education Association for 
Alexandria (APACE)
People For the American Way 
– Victory Fund
Laborers’ International Union 
of North America (LiUNA)
NOVA Labor Federation
Blue Virginia
New Virginia Majority
Alexandria Firefighters Local 
2141
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?  
Poverty is the biggest issue 
because it is the one upon which 
all other issues hinge. The city 
has a substantial welfare entitle-
ment problem.  We have turned 
a significant percentage of our 
residents into liabilities.  We can 
begin to convert them to assets 
by eliminating all poverty and 
poverty-related programs and 
replacing them with an appren-
ticeship/skills training platform.

What, in your opinion, does city 
council lack and how, if your 
candidacy is successful, do you 
plan to address it?  
The council lacks true vision and 
leadership. It has been mired in 
an attitude of trying to determine 
what it thinks the people may 
think that they want.  We need 
people who are not afraid to 
lead, and take the responsibil-
ity thereof.  If my candidacy is 
successful, I will fill this gap in 
leadership.

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face a ca-
pacity crunch, what is council’s 
role in working with the school 
district to find a solution?  

The council should have already 
investigated capacity solu-
tions.  We are a city that is ever 
growing, but we seem to function 
on the spur of the moment.  We 
need to have a long-term vision 
of what we desire our schools to 
be, how we can service our stu-
dent population better and what 
resources would meet these 
goals. Council holds the power of 
the purse and the school board 
must seek its approval in all 
matters pertaining to the budget.  
What we have been doing does 
not work.  Council must take the 
lead in creating space for our 
children to prosper.

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public?  
Council has shown an unwilling-
ness to serve its proper role as 
the government of the city.  As 
such, it is imperative that this 
body keep the public informed 
on all issues that relating to its 
welfare.  On the Potomac Yards 
project, council failed.

The public needs better guard-
ians of its welfare.  It needs 
people who understand the 
importance of intelligently rep-
resenting the people’s interests.  
The city can no longer accept 
mediocre performance that 
allows outside entities to take 
advantage of the inadequate 
preparedness of council.  We 
must create opportunities to 
empower our citizenry — to give it 
a voice in decision making.  This 
is not our current environment.

In addition, we need to slash the 
size of government.  It should be 
government’s goal to align the 
citizens’ visions with their reality.  
The overabundance of city em-
ployees and their ideas on how 
people should behave (either 
through tax policy or regulations) 
creates a massive gap between 
the imagined and the actual.  It 
must be our number one goal to 
substantially reduce staff.

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 
you be interested in sitting on?  
The council’s role on regional 
boards and commissions is to 
represent the interests of the 
City of Alexandria.  I plan to sit on 
COG Metropolitan Development 
Policy Committee; Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Govern-
ments and the Northern Virginia 

Regional Commission. 

Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from? Do you support 
the meals tax increase passed 
by council earlier this year or 
would you support another form 
of funding?  
I do not believe that we should 
fund affordable housing projects.  
If we want housing to be more 
affordable in the city, we need to 
encourage high wage companies 
to locate in Alexandria.   

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.  
I most proudly announce that I 
have not been endorsed by any 
groups.  Individual freedom.

Michael S. Clinkscale

I am a non-practicing attor-
ney with experience in large 
organizations ranging from 
finance to military contract-
ing.  I believe in the princi-
ples of individual freedom 
and will act in this fashion, if 
elected.

VOTE JUNE 12th

Democrat for Alexandria City Council

On City Council, Amy will advocate for Alexandria by: 

✓ Allocating funds to our public schools for student achievement 

✓ Strengthening our economy

✓ Creating solutions for maintaining a safe and inclusive community

✓ Supporting additional funding and affordable housing for our first responders and teachers

REPRIORITIZE - REVITALIZE - RECOMMIT
Vote June 12th for Amy Jackson for Alexandria City Council

VOTE

“All of the Council’s decisions
are large for someone.”

Thank you Alexandria Democrats for 
constantly motivating, organizing, 

volunteering, and campaigning for our 
national, state, and local Dems!

Vote on June 12 and November 6!  
The Blue Wave 2018 is Coming!

VOTE

Democrat for Alexandria City Council

“All of the Council’s decisions 
are large for someone.”

Amy Jackson

@AmyJacksonVA

AmyJacksonVA.com

Campaign2018@AmyJacksonVA.com

Facebook.com/AmyJacksonVA

Endorsed by:
Alexandria Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
Alexandria Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bryan Porter
Former Candidate for Virginia 
Lieutenant Governor Gene Rossi

Authorized and Paid for by Friends of Amy JacksonAuthorized and Paid for by Friends of Amy Jackson

AMY JACKSON
Democrat for Alexandria City Council

On City Council, Amy will advocate for Alexandria by:
✓ Allocating funds to our public schools for student achievement

✓ Strengthening our economy
✓ Creating solutions for maintaining a safe and inclusive community

✓ Supporting additional funding and affordable housing for our first responders and teachers

REPRIORITIZE  •  REVITALIZE  •  RECOMMIT
“All of the Council’s decisions are large for someone.”

Proud to be endorsed by: 
Dana Lawhorne, Alexandria Sheriff; Bryan Porter,  
Alexandria  Commonwealth’s Attorney; ARA - 
Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
(ARHA) Resident Association; Alexandria Fire 
Fighters, Inc. Local 2141; APACE (PAC of Alexan-
dria Education Association); Northern Virginia Labor 
Federation, AFL-CIO; Brass Ovaries PAC; 1Planet

@AmyJacksonVA

AmyJacksonVA.com

Campaign2018@ 
AmyJacksonVA.com

Facebook: AmyJacksonVA
Authorized and paid for by Friends of Amy Jackson

VOTE NOVEMBER 6TH

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.FontaineCaffe.com

A lunch spot 
loved by locals!

Evening dining Wed to Sat, 
and beginning in November, 
open every night for dinner!
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?
The most fundamental issue in 
Alexandria is spending. Debate 
on development and economic 
growth is informed by this. Coun-
cil must improve the process of 
determining what our priorities 
are, and align spending to meet 
our values — not just immediate 
needs. We need more listening 
and less speaking. City council 
could then more fully translate 
resident priorities into monetary 
commitments. 

What, in your opinion, does city 
council lack and how, if your 
candidacy is successful, do you 
plan to address it?
City council lacks a diversity of 
opinions that promote robust 
policymaking. When six council 
members endorse a good idea, 
that idea has far more votes 
than it needs to pass. But when 
council errs, a unanimous vote 
magnifies the mistake. More-
over, given the primary cycle, we 
will have lost our lone dissenting 
voice starting next year. For 
the interests of your city, your 
party and you personally, having 
something other than boilerplate 

consensus on issues is the 
best guarantee for making good 
decisions. 

No one invests his or her 
retirement all in one stock, so 
why ignore hedging now when 
it comes to our most important 
quality of life investment? A one 
party rule (regardless of which 
flag it raises) generates sloppy 
thinking, monetary waste and 
cliquish policy.

I can help solve this problem 
by serving as that balance that 
can appeal to voices outside a 
political machine. I can speak 
for Independents, Republicans 
and even Democrats (of which 
many are disaffected). 

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face a ca-
pacity crunch, what is council’s 
role in working with the school 
district to find a solution?
Council’s role is to work effec-
tively with the school board to 
attack issues from the stand-
point of a city-wide master 
plan. Conversations from this 
perspective would be more 
collegial, succinct and delibera-
tive, providing a more calibrated 
solution to school issues. 

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public? 
The council must first recognize 

that public comment is not inci-
dental to good government but 
essential to it. The city should 
fast track updates to existing 
avenues of engagement by 
using more technology (leverag-
ing smart phones, for example). 
Beside modernizing communica-
tions, the city needs to recommit 
itself to responsible civic – not 
staff-led – leadership.

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 
you be interested in sitting on?  
I would want to join the North-
ern Virginia Regional Commis-
sion and the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Commission. We 
need to proactively respond to 
harmful regional developments. 
For example, WMATA station 
improvements next summer 
will have a significant impact on 
our economy. These could even 
force businesses to close down 
permanently. Here, the city 
should have been, but was not, 
an advocate for itself. 
Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 

come from? Do you support 
the meals tax increase passed 
by council earlier this year or 
would you support another 
form of funding?
I do not support the meals tax 
nor do I support direct funding 
for affordable housing. Pub-
lic-private collaboration can help 
stabilize the level of affordable 
housing we want to preserve as 
a community. However, I support 
diversifying the city’s portfolio 
of economic empowerment pro-
grams (and stand by the merits 
outlined in Resolution 830.) One 
area we can make headway is 
in building trades. Building a 
strong vocational pipeline for 
residents on development proj-
ects increases earning power. 

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.
-The Keystone + Mountain + 
Lakes Regional Council of Car-
penters, which employs econom-
ically disadvantaged Alexandri-
ans and dovetails with my desire 
work across the aisle to create a 
robust and invigorated economy 
that benefits all members of our 
community. 

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
Tails High

     President Truman said 
  “If you want a friend 
 in Washington, get a dog.”  
He meant “get a cat!” 

A vote for Del is a vote for experience and vision.
www.delpepper.com

Authorized by Redella S. “Del” Pepper  •  Paid for by Pepper for Council

VOTENOV. 6
Re-elect
Councilwoman 
DEL PEPPER

Kevin F. Dunne 

By trade, I work in business 
development and consult-
ing. For our community, I sit 
on the board of local bike 
co-op Velocity assisting with 
development and communi-
cations. I also work building 
our city brand as a member 
of the beautification com-
mission.

Amy B. Jackson
What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have to 
address?
The biggest issue for incoming 
council will be building consensus 
in prioritizing what our community 
needs first.  All of council’s deci-
sions are large for someone, but 
I believe that focus needs to be 
on education, affordable housing 

and infrastructure concerns.
 
What, in your opinion, does city 
council lack and how, if your 
candidacy is successful, do you 
plan to address it?  
I look forward to working with 
our incumbents and new council 
members to ensure success for 
all Alexandrians.

 As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face a ca-
pacity crunch, what is council’s 
role in working with the school 
district to find a solution?
Infrastructure, employee sala-
ries and class size all must be 
addressed (and more univer-
sally available Pre-K education 
options).  Outdated and unsafe 

facilities are not conducive to 
good education. A small but good 
example of this was the closing 
of George Washington Middle 
School due to a burst water 
pipe.   We can't continue to delay 
needed improvements to our 
schools.  A city council candi-
date debate was held at Francis 
Hammond Middle School.  It was 
reported that the bathroom in 
the 6th-grade wing was board-
ed up because the ceiling was 
falling in.  Our students deserve 
better.  It's critical to note that 

competitive pay for our teachers 
is vital to recruiting and retain-
ing the best educators.  Lastly, 
research supports the principle 
that smaller class size improves 
education (assisting in decreas-
ing the achievement gap).  As a 
city, we must be willing to make 
investments in each of these 
three areas.  It is critical to the 
long-term growth and develop-
ment of our community.  City 
council and the school board 
need to work together to find 

SEE GUIDE | 22
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?
Alexandria, like the region, has 
experienced slow economic 
growth since 2009. This limits 
what services and programs 
we can provide, what support 
we can give to meet the urgent 
needs of our school system, as 
well as our ability to meet our 
share of the cost of running 
WMATA, to address the city’s 
affordable housing shortage 
and to provide for the basic 
expenses of running a govern-
ment, etc.  
 
What, in your opinion, does 
city council lack and how, if 
your candidacy is successful, 
do you plan to address it?
The council needs to focus 
more on the changing West 
End. Some exciting things are 
happening, but more needs 

to be done. Landmark Mall 
is on the cusp of some major 
redevelopment and needs our 
attention. During the last few 
years a number of new build-
ings along South Pickett have 
been constructed – of note 
is Brandywine Senior Liv-
ing. However, the development 
of Eisenhower West needs our 
focus.  Also, the needs of a 
growing and diverse community 
must be addressed.  More gov-
ernment services are needed. 
An additional school is needed. 
I have been actively engaged in 
resolving these issues and will 
continue to do so.
 
As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face 
a capacity crunch, what is 
council’s role in working with 
the school district to find a 
solution?
City council recognizes its 
responsibility to work jointly 
with ACPS to find a solution to 
meet the need for more school 
capacity. I supported last year’s 
budget initiative to increase 
the tax rate by 3 cents and to 
set the new money raised in 
the capital budget for schools 
and city infrastructure needs 
— especially for the schools’ 
needs.  The school board, their 
staff, city council and city staff 

have been holding joint meet-
ings to discuss goals and strate-
gies. We recognize that we are 
one team and that we need to 
work together in as many ways 
as possible.
 
The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to the 
perceived lack of public en-
gagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminat-
ed.  What can council do to 
better engage with the public?
City council and the city man-
ager make it a practice to be as 
transparent as possible – in all 
things. WMATA tied our hands 
as to what information could 
be released. To the best of my 
knowledge, the city manager 
released everything as soon as 
he was informed by WMATA that 
he could do so. The public was 
entitled to complete engage-
ment. In future dealings with 
WMATA, we need to insist that 
they put their requirements in 
writing. We also need to make it 
clear to WMATA that Alexandri-
ans expect to have full trans-
parency.
 
A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards.  What is council’s 

role in regional boards and 
commissions and what boards 
would you be interested in 
sitting on?
Council’s role in sitting on re-
gional boards and commissions 
is to assist with planning for the 
region as well as to ensure that 
whatever plans are being made 
work for the City of Alexandria. 
It is the role of a councilmem-
ber to communicate back to the 
council any new changes or any 
important information learned 
at the meetings. Council’s dock-
et provides for a period at the 
beginning of each legislative 
meeting for council members to 
share such information. I hope 
to continue my service on COG’s 
Air Quality Committee and 
COG’s Climate, Energy and En-
vironmental Policy Committee, 
as well as the Northern Virginia 
Regional Commission.
 
Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from?  Do you support 
the meals tax increase passed 
by council earlier this year or 
would you support another 
form of funding?
The demand for affordable 
housing in the city has in-
creased such that rents have 
gone up substantially. There 

safe, efficient, cost-effective solu-
tions in our budget to secure the 
excellent education our students 
deserve.
 
The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 
What can council do to better 
engage with the public?
Council and city staff need to 
earn the trust of our communi-
ty.  Alexandrians have misgivings 
concerning accountability and 
transparency with regard to 
our elected council represen-
tatives.  We need to promote 
communication and accessibility 
using city websites, social media 
and our boards and commissions 
in the city where appointed mem-
bers by council are able to voice 

concerns in a more direct, timely 
manner, and hope that the public 
feels it is being heard.

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 
you be interested in sitting on?
Council’s engagement on regional 
boards and commissions allow 
Alexandria to remain competitive 
as we learn of challenges and 
solutions of neighboring jurisdic-
tions.  My interests are education, 
women, youth and families, our 
aging population, human services 
and public safety.  I look forward 
to working regionally with other 
representatives in our area on all 
matters that assist in Alexandria 
remaining a thriving community.
 
Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 

come from? Do you support the 
meals tax increase passed by 
council earlier this year or would 
you support another form of 
funding?
 The percentage of city employ-
ees who live in the jurisdiction is 
shockingly low (I understand it 
to have been below 10 percent 
at one point).  While the recently 
adopted meals tax was controver-
sial, it presents unique opportu-
nities to the city when it comes to 
affordable housing.  In a city that 
is as expensive as Alexandria, 
workforce housing and affordable 
housing are now largely overlap-
ping issues.  When considering 
how to spend the revenue raised 
by the new tax, it is critical that 
workforce housing be front and 
center in that conversation.  Proj-
ects/initiatives that promote 
affordable workforce housing 
should be prioritized when these 
funds are appropriated.  It would 
be beneficial for our educators 

and first responders to live in 
our community – we need to 
create more opportunities for 
workforce housing so that we can 
be a complete community, one 
our educators and public safety 
professionals can reside in.
 
Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.
Dana Lawhorne
Bryan Porter
Gene Rossi
ARA - Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority (ARHA) 
Resident Association
APACE (PAC of Alexandria Educa-
tion Association)
Alexandria Fire Fighters, Inc. 
Local 2141
Northern Virginia Labor Federa-
tion, AFL-CIO
Brass Ovaries PAC
1Planet
Mark Levine
Adam Ebbin
Dick Saslaw
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My roots are in Alexan-
dria since 1981. West 
End raised, I am an ACPS 
graduate (proud Titan), as 
my two children will be. As 
a civic leader and educator, 
I have been engaged in the 
community and serve on 
several nonprofit boards and 
city commissions.

Redella S. "Del" Pepper*

I was born in Nebraska and 
received my bachelor’s degree 
from Grinnell College. I did 
graduate work at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin and worked for 
five years as a case worker in 
Chicago. I married Dr. F.J. Pep-
per and moved to Alexandria 
in 1968 with our son. I was an 
aide to former Mayor Chuck 
Beatley and later elected to 
city council. 

Location: 6715 Little River Turnpike, suite 203, Annandale VA, 22003
**Each attendee will be entered to WIN A SET OF FREE HIGH-END HEARING DEVICES & more prizes.

Do you experience difficulty hearing?
Call 703.942.5844 to reserve a 
place at our presentation about 

hearing loss and the newest 
technology. Spots are limited! 

DATES: 
11/09/2018 9:00 am - 10:00 am
11/13/2018 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
11/14/2018 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

SEE GUIDE | 23
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What is the biggest issue that 
the next city council will have 
to address?
Increasing the city’s revenue will 
help address other challenges 
such as infrastructure, funding 
Alexandria City Public Schools, 
congestion and workforce 
housing. 

What, in your opinion, does 
city council lack and how, if 
your candidacy is successful, 
do you plan to address it?
Alexandria is rich in human cap-
ital and has one of the nation’s 
most educated populations. 
Alexandria should be a model 
to the country on how progres-
sive policies can lead us to a 
sustainable future. This requires 
a forward thinking and an 
audacious council that is willing 
to part from the status quo 
and asks the right questions. I 
intend to be the voice that asks 
the difficult questions, push 
for greater transparency and 
incorporate innovative methods 
to problem solving. 

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face 
a capacity crunch, what is 
council’s role in working with 
the school district to find a 
solution?
Council must work to secure 
funding for ACPS so that it can 
put together concrete plans for 
more schools. The council and 
board must act as partners 
instead of resigning to the idea 
that each body is separate and 
passing responsibility to the 
other. There is a strong nexus 
between the bodies. 

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of public 
engagement after the decision 
was made that the southern 
entrance would be eliminated. 

What can council do to better 
engage with the public?
Communication is the most 
important factor. Transparency 
and engagement don’t end after 
a vote on a matter. If there are 
changes that will significantly 
impact a project like the Poto-
mac Yard Metro, council must 
engage the public and explain 
the circumstances. Communi-
cating with the public through 
town halls, the media and voice 
and text messages via opt-in 
services are appropriate ways to 
communicate outside the public 
hearings. 
 
A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and commis-
sions and what boards would 
you be interested in sitting on?
Council’s role in regional boards 
and commissions is to repre-
sent Alexandria and ensure 
that its interests are protected 
regionally. The role also ensures 
that there is harmony in the re-
gion due to the shared projects 
and values. I’m running to serve 
all Alexandrians and would 
gladly serve on any board or 
commissions that could use my 
skills and expertise. 

Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from? Do you support 
the meals tax increase passed 
by council earlier this year or 
would you support another form 
of funding? 
I support partnerships between 
the city and nonprofit organiza-
tions to secure more workforce 
housing. The issue of workforce 
housing is a funding issue, not 
a matter of willingness. Thus, 
the city must focus more on 
responsible commercial eco-
nomic growth. I’m still the only 

candidate to pledge not to take 
money from private developers. 
I support both securing another 
source of funding for workforce 
housing and the meal ordinance. 
I understand that the measure 
passed by council earlier this 
year is a short-fix and not a sus-
tainable model for this issue. 

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.
APACe (Teacher endorsed)
New Virginia Majority
Alexandria Firefighters Local 
2141NoVA Labor Federation 
People for the American Way: 
Next Victory Fund
Run For Something
LiUNA
1Planet
Democrats For A Better Alex-
andria
Blue Virginia
Greater Greater Washington
A4BCG
Emgage

Mo Seifeldein

A Sudan native, I came to 
the U.S. to escape war and 
instability. I worked odd 
jobs to help my family while 
in high school. I worked 
with special needs children 
before becoming a lawyer, 
helping small business 
owners and protecting the 
vulnerable. I am a mentor 
and serve on city and non-
profit boards.

is now an urgent need for 
such units. There is no money 
available for new projects. We 
have partnered with nonprofits, 
churches and developers. We 
receive some federal funding. 
It would be helpful if the state 
would allow us to require more 
affordable units from develop-

ers.  Increasing the real estate 
tax rate ensures that the 
burden is shared by the whole 
community. Council dedicated 
a 1 percent increase on the 
meals tax, which I supported, 
and which will raise annually al-
most $5 million and will go into 
the affordable housing fund.
 
Please list the endorsements 

you wish to highlight.
Teacher Endorsed
Sierra Club
Northern Virginia Regional 
Association
Northern Virginia Labor Feder-
ation
BWDC (LiUNA)
Democrats For A Better Alex-
andria
1Planet

GUIDE FROM | 22

VOTE

Lawyer | Business Owner | Progressive

Paid for by Friends of Mo Seifeldein
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“As your voice on  
the school board,
I will continue to 
put our students first.”

☑ Teachers Endorsed
2012 Washingtonian of the Year

— Veronica Nolan, Candidate for
Alexandria City School Board

VERONICA NOLAN. 
Committed to Alexandria Students.

Paid for by Veronica Nolan for School Board



24 |OCTOBER 25, 2018 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

What is the biggest issue 
that the next city council will 
have to address?
The biggest issue is finances, 
brought on by years of mis-
management.  We have many 
capital expenditures to fund 
due to poorly managed growth 
and years of can-kicking.  This 
cuts across housing, educa-
tion, public safety and trans-
portation.  Due to the current 
funding climate, we will need 
to focus on resources, energy 
and attention.

What, in your opinion, does 
city council lack and how, if 
your candidacy is successful, 
do you plan to address it?
There are several areas lacking 
in city council.  Executive expe-
rience, transparency, full-time 
members, communication on 
the listening side and system 
level data-driven decisions. 
I have executive experience 
and ran my group with radical 
transparency.  In tech we don’t 
elect our leaders, but honesty 
and an open ear are what fuels 
innovation.  The more success-
ful a company, the less the 
ideas are pushed down from 
the top.  I plan to do the same 
for the city if successful.  

I have pledged to make this a 
full-time position, to address 
problems of awareness and 
representation. I would like 
to continue to canvas, once 
a week, to meet and talk to 
residents even after I’m elect-
ed.  In addition, I plan to hold 
regular weekly office hours.  
Finally, I plan on incorporating 
your ideas and feedback into 
my decisions.  I’m smart, but 
I don’t have all the answers.  
I’m great at collaborating with 
others to find them.

What you get with me is some-
one who thrives on complex, 
system-level problems.  I 

prefer holistic solutions to 
piecemeal patches.  I have a 
scientific background and my 
career was in data science 
and artificial intelligence.  I 
understand data.  I know how 
to use data.  And I recognize 
when data is being misused, 
intentionally or unintentionally.

As Alexandria City Public 
Schools continues to face 
a capacity crunch, what is 
council’s role in working with 
the school district to find a 
solution?
While council’s official role in 
education is merely to fund 
schools, if elected I plan to 
collaborate with ACPS and 
the school board to help 
determine, champion, fund 
and implement solutions.  I 
believe that as leaders, we 
should step beyond these 
official boundaries and lend a 
hand rather than point fingers; 
collaboration is a tool we can’t 
over use.

The Potomac Yard Metro 
attracted scrutiny due to 
the perceived lack of pub-
lic engagement after the 
decision was made that the 
southern entrance would be 
eliminated. What can council 
do to better engage with the 
public? 
I would state that differently: 
“…due to an *actual* lack of 
public engagement post de-
cision.”  This was a complete 
failure of leadership among 
those running our city.  When 
you sign an NDA you must, as 
a professional, know what you 
are on the hook for.  If you be-
lieve you are under NDA, then 
as a representative of the city 
it is your duty to re-negotiate 
that NDA to bring this import-
ant problem to the community 
as soon as possible.  Not more 
than a year later, by accident.

A new council will mean that 
first-time members will have 
to volunteer to sit on regional 
boards. What is council’s role 
in regional boards and com-
missions and what boards 
would you be interested in 
sitting on?  
My interests lie in afford-
able housing, transportation 
and environmental/climate 
concerns.  I’m also very pas-
sionate about education and 
intend to insert myself in that 
discussion despite lack of any 
mandated role.

Where should funding for 
affordable housing projects 
come from? Do you support 
the meals tax increase 
passed by council earlier this 
year or would you support 
another form of funding?
I believe it should come from 
the general budget.  If we 
do call out specific funding 
sources, I feel that they should 
at least be related to housing.  
I would not have passed the 
meals tax increase but will 
not repeal it without alterna-
tive sources in place to fund 
affordable housing. 

Please list the endorsements 
you wish to highlight.
1planet

I am a father, husband, entre-
preneur, tech executive, small 
business owner and former 
professor. I was involved in 
Somerville, Massachusetts’s 
evolving community and 
school innovation council. 
I moved to Alexandria from 
Somerville after my wife took 
a position at NASA headquar-
ters.  I also enjoy rock climbing 
and running.

Mark Leo Shiffer

October 25–28

Tribal, Bokhara and Persian rugs 
~ Classic to Contemporary ~ 

from 2’x3’ to 10’x14’ & runners.
rugs.tenthousandvillages.com
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dk
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tte
d by fairly paid adults fair

trade Rug Event

915 King Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314 703-684-1435

Your Teachers Have Spoken: 
Vote on November 6th

Meet Your Teacher Endorsed 
Candidates for District C

RAMEE GENTRY

MEAGAN LORRAINE ALDERTON

JOHN LENNON

CURRENT - As the current school board chair, Ramee has demonstrat-
ed an unwavering commitment to our schools, families, and children. 
Ramee's first term brought an overall increase in accredited schools, the 
opening of a new West End elementary school, and a new superinten-
dent. Her leadership experience will provide the continuity we need 
to build on these successes while continuing to move the needle for 
achievement in ACPS.

COMMITTED - Meagan has committed her entire career to education. A 
former ACPS  Teacher with a Master's Degree in Special Education, she 
has dedicated her life's work to guiding  local education agencies in the 
implementation of evidence-based practices  that improve academic 
and social-emotional outcomes for all students. Her leadership in the 
field of Special Education will be an asset as we work toward improving 
student outcomes.

CONSISTENT -  John has consistently worked toward improving out-
comes for ACPS students. As a PTSA president at TC Williams, member 
of the Facilities and Budget Advisory Committees, and co-chair of the 
ACPS 2020 Strategic Plan, he has the insight needed to connect fami-
lies and stakeholders across the city, and enhance student achievement.

Find out more at Your3forC.com
Paid for By Friends of Meagan Alderton, Ramee Gentry Campaign Fund, and Lennon For School Board

Holistic Wellness 
in the Heart of Del Ray

571-281-0338  •  www.delraypsych.com
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What is the school board’s 
role in boosting student suc-
cess in the classroom?
SOL performance varied de-
pending on subgroup and sub-
ject matter with some scores 
higher than the state average.  
Closing the gaps in the remain-
ing areas remains an important 
focus.  The school board’s role 
in boosting student success 
is choosing the right superin-
tendent to be the educational 
leader and collaborating with 
him to advance priorities, in-
cluding academic achievement, 
through our work on the budget 
and policies.  It is also our 
role to evaluate the superin-
tendent based on data-driven 
performance goals.  Our new 
superintendent is a seasoned 
leader with deep roots in the 
city and five years experience 
as a superintendent.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given 
to partially accredited and 

unaccredited ACPS schools?
Over the past five years, Jeffer-
son-Houston has experienced 
tremendous academic growth.  
Currently it is accredited with 
conditions. Performance in a 
couple of areas still prevents 
full accreditation.  Since each 
school has its own unique 
needs, I will advocate for the 
resources necessary for each 
school to address its chal-
lenges. Data gained from two 
recent evaluations, Special Ed-
ucation and Human Resources, 
will help inform approaches. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind 
of physical solution to the 
capacity crunch do you think 
is ideal? 
With the class of 2018 we 
saw a record number of stu-
dents heading off to pursue a 
post-secondary education.  As 
the former chair of the Scholar-
ship Fund, I am ecstatic about 

this.  I am also interested in 
providing additional programs 
that give students alternatives 
to a traditional 4-year college 
degree.  Programs like our new 
Governor’s Academy with GW 
University provide our students 
with amazing opportunities 
including earning up to 22 col-
lege credits during high school.
We already have multiple 
campuses with Minnie Howard, 
the satellite campus at Central 
Office, and another exciting 
program being developed in 
partnership with NOVA.  Re-
garding solutions, I am trying 
to keep an open mind, read 
everything I can on the topic 
and look forward to hearing 
from the superintendent and 
his senior leadership team, 
students, teachers and other 
community members as we 
discuss options over the next 
few months.  I hope we can 
have honest conversations, 
discuss the pros and cons for 
proposed solutions and formu-

late a plan that will benefit all 
of our students over the next 
decades.

What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
I am proud to be a member 
of the board that oversaw 
the purchase, renovation and 
opening of our first new school 
since 1999 in a repurposed 
office building.   This feat 
required both creativity and 
courage since it had not been 
done before in Alexandria.  I 
will continue to work collabora-
tively with various stakeholders 
to use data and creativity to 
address our challenges.

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
Candidate declined to rank.

What is the school board’s 
role in boosting student suc-
cess in the classroom?
The school board needs to be 
involved in instructional pro-
gramming and academics.  The 
board must include individuals 
who understand the science 
of learning, know special 
education laws and specialized 
instruction, have the skills to 
support high risk populations, 
and have expertise in diver-
sifying the pool of students 
recognized as talented and 
gifted. We need instructional 
expertise on the board in order 
to boost classroom success. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given 
to partially accredited and 
unaccredited ACPS schools?
We must invest in interven-
tions.  We need consistent 
implementation of evi-
denced-based interventions 
that have a track record of im-
proving basic reading and math 
skills for students. Once in-
vested, we must do whatever it 

takes to fully support program 
implementation. We should 
require every school to screen 
every student at the beginning 
of the year, review the data, 
and place identified students 
into appropriate intervention 
classes to remediate gaps in 
reading and math skill.  

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind 
of physical solution to the 
capacity crunch do you think 
is ideal? 
The ideal solution would be 
to build a new high school.  If 
we build a new high school, it 
needs to be a national model 
for inclusive practices. It should 
be a model that emphasizes 
program diversification and 
allows every single student to 
get exactly what they need as 
individuals to succeed.  
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-

ized testing scores?  
Capacity – In regard to space 
for a new high school, good 
ideas to consider include 
converting GW into a high 
school; repurposing Minnie 
Howard into a middle school; 
finding property for ACPS to 
purchase or repurposing of 
space similar to what was 
done for Ferdinand T. Day. 
Whatever we decide must 
account for long-term growth 
as well as programmatic needs 
for students.
Maintenance – It’s time for 
ACPS’ central office facilities 
and maintenance leadership 
teams to take a field trip to 
surrounding counties that 
are doing a better job at this.  
Present facilities problems are, 
in part, a result of misman-
agement and incompetence.  
It’s time to reach out to our 
neighbors for guidance.
Testing – I stand by my previ-
ous notion that intervention 
with fidelity is the best step 
toward progress. However, I 
would also advocate for a full 

revamp of our K-2 curriculum, 
particularly around reading 
instruction and the develop-
ment of basic math skills.  I 
would encourage the division to 
focus on programs that support 
phonemic awareness, decoding 
skills, spelling and  handwriting 
(including cursive writing), all of 
which are scientifically proven 
to develop more competent and 
confident readers at the early 
ages – so that by 3rd grade, the 
majority of students would be 
able to successfully make the 
shift from learning to read to 
reading to learn. Math program-
ming in K-2 would emphasize 
math conversations and 
developing the skills to answer 
essential questions about basic 
math concepts.

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
1. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
2. Improve standardized test-
ing scores 
3. Address school capacity 

4. Get all schools fully accred-
ited 
5. Improve school security 
planning 

School Board Candidates
Meagan Lorraine Alderton, District C

Profession:   
Special Education 
I am a special education 
consultant with 15 years 
of experience in the field of 
education. As a former ACPS 
Special Education Teacher 
who worked in three of the 
city’s schools, I am passion-
ate about improving aca-
demic and social-emotional 
outcomes for our most vulner-
able student populations. 

Cindy Anderson, District B*

I am a T.C. graduate with 
more than 20 years of 
service in the Alexandria 
education community as 
Beverley Hills Church Pre-
school Board President, PTA 
Council president and more 
recently chairperson of the 
Scholarship Fund of Alexan-
dria.  I am serving my first 
term on the school board 
and my second year as vice 
chair. 
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What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board is responsible 
for ensuring the proper policies 
and resources are in place and 
being executed uniformly to sup-
port student achievement. Each 
school should have improvement 
plans that are tailored to their stu-
dent body needs. I would like to 
explicitly focus on the K-2 period 
of schooling to close achievement 
gaps and ensure more students 
are reading and learning on par 
with peers before third grade. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools? 
Accreditation has two challenges 
in the coming years – under the 
old accreditation, certain schools 
struggled. Under new accredita-
tion standards, schools we may 
have considered high-perform-
ing may struggle to reach full 
accreditation. It’s imperative we 
work with each school to address 
any challenges, with particular 

attention and consideration to 
schools that may need additional 
resources. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?  
My children won’t be in high 
school for over a decade, and 
thus will certainly be in the class-
es most impacted by the decision 
we make on secondary capacity. 
We are projected to have 5,300 
students of high school age in 
just ten years. One of the bright 
sides of the size of T.C. is that it 
gives us greater scale to offer 
more courses – we don’t have a 
single student interested in a sub-
ject, but 20, for example – and 
to attract innovative educational 
opportunities like the Governor’s 
Academy. That isn't lost on me as 
I think about the opportunities I 
want for my kids in the future, and 
for all Alexandrians.  
I am also sensitive to existing 
equity challenges we have 
within the school system and am 

concerned we would struggle to 
address those challenges with 
two separate high schools. We 
need to take extra care to ensure 
all Alexandrians have equal and 
equitable access to programming 
and supports. 
Provided we also consider ways 
to make students feel unified, I 
lean toward a satellite campus or 
two, in addition to an expansion 
of the Minnie Howard campus, 
in order to address our capacity 
challenges. I am open to exploring 
additional career and technical 
opportunities; STEM- or STEAM- 
focused options and others.  
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?    
Given our challenges in finding 
available space for new construc-
tion, it’s imperative we work with 
city council to explore co-location, 
co-development and urban model 
schools in the future.  
I’m a firm believer in two-genera-
tion strategies to simultaneously 

address needs of both children 
and their families. To the extent 
that schools serve as a com-
munity touch-point, there are 
unique opportunities to bridge 
a gap between services offered 
to adults and those offered to 
children. Pairing workforce devel-
opment with childcare services 
or after-school programs, youth 
literacy programs and adult edu-
cation, and job coaching offered 
to students at risk of missing 
graduation and the adults in their 
lives. Given the unique needs of 
Alexandria’s population, schools 
can serve an important role in 
partnering with city services and 
initiatives to solve social deter-
minants of health and success. I 
hope to bring this thinking to the 
school board.

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
1. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
2. Address school capacity
3. Improve standardized testing 
scores

4. Improve school security 

planning

5. Get all schools fully accredited

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
SOL scores for black and white 
students exceeded state averag-
es this year.  The board’s role is to 
ensure budgets address priorities 
as identified primarily in the com-
munity-developed 2020 Strategic 
Plan.  Our 2019 budget of $275M 
focuses on strengthening ser-
vices for specialized instruction, 
English Learners, Free/Reduced 
lunch and our Talented and Gifted 
learners.  The board also needs 
to advocate for the recruiting 
and retention of highly-qualified 
staff and improving the mainte-
nance of facilities.  We recently 
commissioned five audits of ACPS 
operations to include specialized 
instruction and the Talented and 
Gifted program.  The board will 
need to ensure that the super-
intendent’s budget, timely and 
with fidelity, fully implements the 
recommendations and best prac-
tices identified by experts.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-

credited ACPS schools? 
All ACPS schools are now fully or 
partially accredited.  Three-year 
data trends show growth in nearly 
every core subject.  One of the 
exceptions is in math where we 
need to strategize improving the 
delivery of math content starting 
in kindergarten.   We’ve expended 
resources to audit areas where 
we’ve historically had achieve-
ment gaps.  We now need to 
provide additional resources to 
implement the recommendations 
and best practices identified in 
the audit reports.  Areas requiring 
more resources for specialized 
services include English Lan-
guage Learners, Students with 
Disabilities and our high poverty 
students.  We also must continue 
to improve our offerings and 
communications to students and 
families via programming such 
as AVID, STEM, the GW Health 
Sciences Academy, MASN and 
the work through our Family and 
Community Engagement office. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 

physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal? 
I think we are wise to first develop 
a vision of the needs of 21st-Cen-
tury learners and then set about 
providing necessary capabilities 
to meet those needs.  My sense 
is that most folks continue to 
favor one T.C., but perhaps with 
multiple, diverse learning spaces 
and opportunities to matriculate.  
Examples that are currently in 
place and being explored include 
the International Academy, 
satellite campuses, enhanced 
Career and Technical Education, 
Experiential Learning opportuni-
ties and Early College.  We con-
tinue to work closely with NOVA, 
George Mason and GW University 
to explore learning and potential 
facility use opportunities. 
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?    
I was a member of the board as 
we approved the F.T. Day project.  
I’ve also been a member of the 
City-Schools Long-range facilities 

planning committee.  I’ve helped 
to improve the trust and collabo-

ration between the school board 
and city council.  We’re proud to 
now have all schools accredited 
and I look forward to providing Dr. 
Hutchings the support he needs 
to keep our district moving for-
ward. I look forward to continuing 
to implement the recommen-
dations of the City/Schools CIP 
Taskforce. We have continued 
to look for potential budget 
reductions and efficiencies and 
in 2019, we asked nearly every 
department to absorb a 5 percent 
cut.  We also reduced overtime 
expenditures and reduced and re-
positioned flex positions creating 
$2M in savings. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important (Label the issues 
1 through 5, with 1 being the 
most important): 
1. Get all schools fully accredited 
2. Address school capacity 
3. Solve facility maintenance 
issues 
4. Improve standardized testing 
scores
5. Improve school security 
planning 

William E. “Bill” Campbell, District A*

Profession:  
Mechanical Engineer for the 
Department of Defense
Married 34 years to Ruby. 
Daughter Janay is a TC/NC 
A&T graduate and teacher at 
Alexandria’s Hopkins House 
Pre-school.  Son Cameron is 
a T.C. graduate and freshman 
at Old Dominion University.  
Legal guardian of Jaquan, 
a senior at T.C. Mechanical 
engineer with Department of 
Defense and current ACPS 
board member.

Jewelyn Cosgrove, District B

Profession: Government 
affairs/policy analyst 
I am a working parent, 
product of public schools and 
veteran policy professional. 
I will find common ground, 
identify solutions, and nav-
igate diverse perspectives 
to achieve results. My broad 
experience on issues has giv-
en me insight into the impact 
good policymaking and finan-
cial stewardship can have on 
community success. 
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What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board’s role is to 
ensure that they have up to date 
student and school data in order 
to make the best recommen-
dations on where to prioritize 
funding and resources. Mem-
bers must closely monitor SOL 
scores and where gaps exist and 
how to close the achievement 
gap. We need to ensure that we 
are making the best recom-
mendations on where funding 
is most effective to ensure that 
all students succeed in the 
classroom. Members must have 
a close working relationship with 
teachers and school adminis-
trators.
 
What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools?
Fourteen of sixteen Alexandria 
City Public Schools were fully 
accredited for the 2018-2019 
school year. The school board 
needs to fully understand why 
the two schools were accredit-
ed with conditions status and 
must be provided data to fully 

understand where the gaps are 
and where additional resourc-
es are needed. Partially or 
unaccredited schools must be 
given additional resources for 
professional training of teach-
ers, additional resources for 
students who need additional 
assistance, more funding to hire 
the best teachers and ensuring 
children are coming to school 
ready to learn. 
 
What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capaci-
ty crunch do you think is ideal?  
I look forward to what the High 
School Project’s task force 
recommends with their pro-
gramming recommendations in 
November, and then their final 
presentation next year. This will 
give us a better idea of what are 
some of the best options. I think 
we need to be open to all sug-
gestions and innovative ideas. 
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?   

One federal bill of interest that 
we may want to take a closer 
look at was introduced by Sena-
tors Kaine and Warner called the 
“School Infrastructure Modern-
ization Act”, which would allow 
the use of tax credits to partner 
with private entities to rehabil-
itate our aging schools. This is 
one creative solution to address-
ing the capacity issue.

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
1. Address school capacity
2. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
3. Improve Student Achievement
4. Get and maintain full school 
accreditation
5. Improve school security 
planning

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
School board provides over-
sight and must ensure that the 
superintendent’s day-to-day 
management is providing strong 
leadership, clear vision and 
successful implementation of the 
policies and the strategic plan. 
The school board must work 
for a budget that funds what is 
needed to obtain and maintain 
the quality staff and resources 
our students need to succeed. I 
am pleased with Dr. Hutchings’s 
new approach of school-specific 
improvement plans and quarterly 
monitoring. These efforts should 
help target the areas that need 
improvement, and the best ap-
proaches to increasing achieve-
ment. One area where ACPS 
has shown persistent underper-
formance is the pass rates for 
students with disabilities. School 
board budgeted a comprehensive 
Special Education Evaluation last 

year. This fall we receive results 
and the action plan for next steps 
will be rolled out. Strategically tar-
geting areas that need the most 
growth is another way the school 
board can help boost student 
achievement.

What, if any, extra resources or 
attention should be given to par-
tially accredited and unaccredit-
ed ACPS schools? 
Jefferson-Houston showed steady, 
often double-digit gains even 
when it did not receive accredita-
tion and this fall received accred-
itation. It demonstrates that the 
most serious challenges facing our 
school division require sustained, 
consistent effort over multiple 
years. When we find strategies 
that show positive incremental 
results, we must have the perse-
verance to maintain and enhance 
them, in order to fully realize goals.  

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 

high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?  
I'm open to exploring a variety 
of options. I want to ensure any 
solution provides equal oppor-
tunities for both academic and 
extracurricular activities to all of 
our 9-12 grades students, regard-
less of where they live in the city. 
In recent years, there have been 
multiple examples of discrep-
ancies in offerings between our 
two middle schools. This must 
be addressed, and it can never 
be allowed to happen at our high 
school level. 
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?    
The idea for office buildings for 
school use came from other 
school divisions that had found 
success with a similar approach. 
The successful International 

Academy came from a model 
developed in New York. Our 
recently opened Health Scienc-
es Academy is possible due 
to partnership with the private 
George Washington University in 
D.C. While our local community 
brings a wealth of knowledge, 
history and experience, and there 
will always be something unique 
about Alexandria, we must be 
open and eager to consult and 
partner with outside sources, 
and not reject ideas because it is 
not the way something has been 
done in Alexandria. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
1. Get all schools fully accredited
2. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
3. Address school capacity
4. Improve standardized testing 
scores
5. Improve school security 
planning

Ramee Gentry, District C*

Profession: Exhibitions 
Content Manager, U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum
After growing up in a military 
family, I moved to the D.C. 
area 20 years ago, and chose 
to live in Alexandria for its 
history and diverse commu-
nity.  After years of volunteer 
service, I ran for school board 
in 2015 and was unanimous-
ly elected to serve as board 
chair for the last two years. 
My two children are juniors at 
T.C. Williams.

Jacinta Greene, District A

Profession: Meeting planner
A native of Richmond, I am 
a product of Henrico Coun-
ty Public School system 
and a graduate of Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
Born into a family of edu-
cators, I learned firsthand 
the importance of a great 
education. I moved to the 
city in 2002 and became 
involved in community ac-
tivism as chair of volunteer 
coordination for Alexandria 
Democratic Committee and 
was appointed by council to 
the Alexandria Commission 
for Women. I spent a decade 
in corporate America before 
becoming an independent 
events and meeting planner.  

JEWELYN 
COSGROVE

Jewelyn Cosgrove is 
a working mom and 
a product of public 
schools. With twenty 
years ahead of her in 
ACPS, Jewelyn has a 
vested interest in our 
schools and the success 
of every child. Alexandria 
needs a fully funded, 
fully operational and 
future-focused education 
system dedicated to 
building brighter futures 
for all Alexandrians.

Candidate for Alexandria City 
School Board (District B)

Endorsed by John Taylor Chapman and Gene Rossi.
www.friendsofjewelyncosgrove.com • Facebook @JewelynforSchoolBoard.

Paid for by Friends of Jewelyn Cosgrove
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What is the school board’s 
role in boosting student suc-

cess in the classroom?
The school board and the 
superintendent must appor-
tion sufficient resources in 
early grades to ensure student 
competence in core skills, par-
ticularly literacy and numeracy, 
as well as hard science and 
social science.  Deficiencies in 
early childhood education, if 
unchecked, have been shown 
to impose limits on students’ 
learning abilities and subse-
quent levels of achievement in 
middle and high school, which 
can increase incrementally.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given 
to partially accredited and 
unaccredited ACPS schools?
Two years of tutoring at Jeffer-
son-Houston plus three years 
at T.C. have demonstrated to 
me the need for increased 
small-group classroom instruc-
tion, and greater attention 
through counseling and tutor-
ing to the needs of students 
whose relatively low perfor-
mance is reflected in achieve-
ment gaps.  Most often, these 
needs are found in schools 

with accreditation problems – 

Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Order online or by phone:
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 683-1876
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2011-12_shumans_alextimes.pdf   1   12/5/11   11:48 AM

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board should be 
responsible for securing resourc-
es and fostering an atmosphere 
and environment for students 
to better achieve. As liaisons, 
the school board has a role in 
creating opportunities for teacher 
professional development and 
student support outside of the 
curriculum through input on stra-

tegic plans. Setting transparent 
benchmarks accordingly will help 
the board offer precise and pro-
gressive recommendations. This 
will allow for fiscal responsibility 
as resources may be allocated or 
reallocated as goals are achieved. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools?
Each school and community pres-

ents with its own unique set of 
challenges. To keep students who 
need additional curriculum assis-
tance engaged, it may be helpful 
for students in partially accredit-
ed and unaccredited schools to 
participate in a modified school 
calendar (e.g. adding additional 
school days). We would also sug-
gest identifying community-based 
programs to supplement enrich-
ment and to reinforce curriculum 
competencies for the students 
enrolled in these schools. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal? 
I would advocate for online class-
es, work-study programs and 
internships for credit. To address 
some needed space issues, 
I would also suggest utilizing 
some classroom/campus space 
at Northern Virginia Community 
College for upperclassmen. 

What creative solution would 

you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
The efforts at Ferdinand T. Day 
Elementary are trendsetting as 
it relates to the repurposing. To 
address capacity, I would consider 
implementing a plan where high 
use spaces such as athletic fields 
or educational centers are used by 
multiple schools, thus freeing up 
land space that could accom-
modate new school buildings or 
expansion on existing school sites. 
Establishing newly repurposed 
buildings as multifunctional and 
multipurpose would add much 
needed continuity within ACPS. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
1. Solve facility maintenace 
issues
2. Address school capacity
3. Get all schools fully accredited
4. Improve standardized testing 
scores
5. Improve school security plan

W. Christopher Harris, District A

Profession: Occupational 
Safety & Health Engineer 
I am a 1992 graduate of T.C., 
former T.C. Varsity Football 
coach, former ACPS substi-
tute teacher and father of 
three ACPS graduates. My 
background is in engineering 
and project management. I 
have been on project teams 
responsible for school con-
struction and renovations 
that were completed on-time 
and under budget. 

John E. Lennon, District C

Profession:  Retired SES 
Associate Director, Voice of 
America
My family has lived in Alex-
andria since 2002: Nick is a 
2014 T.C. graduate and So-
phie is a senior. I have served 
on PTAs, PTAC, board com-
mittees and the Stakeholders 
Committee that drafted the 
ACPS’ 2020 five-year plan. My 
candidacy has been endorsed 
by ACPS teachers through 
the Education Association of 
Alexandria.

SEE GUIDE | 29

MARGARET
L   R B E R
FOR SCHOOL BOARD
L   R B E R

•  Well maintained facilities and planned expansion
•  Support and respect for teachers to maintain high quality instruction
•  Support and respect for all families to become effective advocates for their children
•  Budget accountability and strong community involvement to make education a top priority

VOTE FOR MARGARET LORBER IN DISTRICT B ON NOVEMBER 3.

Margaret Lorber stands for a learning environment 
that supports ALL students

Margaret’s outstanding record of public service for children and 
families has prepared her well to be a very effective member of the 

Alexandria City School Board. – J. Glenn Hopkins, President and CEO, Hopkins House

No one understands our schools, our families and our children better 
than Margaret. – Carol Keller and Sharon Shackelford, Early Childhood Educators

Paid for by Lorber for School Board, Tim Gannon, Treasurer

MargaretLoberforAlexandriaSchoolboard
Paid for by Lorber for School Board, Kristin Langlykke, Treasurer  | *Affiliations for identification only

www.lorberforschoolboard.com 

“Margaret has served as the conscience of ACPS.  Her hard work and her compassion for Alexandria’s 
students and their families is unsurpassed.” - L isa Jacobs, Program Director, Alexandria Tutoring Consortium*

Margaret Lorber is a passionate and effective advocate for all our
students and families. In her first term on the board she has:

“Margaret has been a valuable partner to children with special needs. She does her homework and asks the 
right questions. We need her on the board.” - Janet Slaughter Eissenstat, Chair, Special Education Advisory Committee, ACPS*

• Spearheaded an evaluation of Special Education
• Addressed critical capacity and funding needs

• Increased salaries and benefits for teachers and all staff
• Worked to reduce suspensions and expulsions
• Championed parent involvement and outreach

RE-ELECT

SCHOOL BOARD – District B

proof
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What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board has a key role in 
enabling greater student success.  
For example, as a board member, 
I have advocated for reforms in 
our special education program 
and spearheaded an indepen-
dent evaluation to address its de-
ficiencies. In a second term, the 
board will follow implementation 
of the evaluation recommenda-
tions and establish new policies 
if needed to improve our special 
education services.  
I also believe the board must set 
policy to ensure that all immigrant 
students and families are treated 
with respect and gain the support 
they need and deserve to suc-
ceed. The International Academy 
and dual-language programs are 
pointing us in the right direction.  
More broadly, the board must 
ensure that our teachers receive 
ample compensation and sup-

port, including in the classroom.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools?
 Under the Virginia Department 
of Education’s new and more 
comprehensive accreditation 
criteria, which focus on academic 
progress, Jefferson-Houston is 
now accredited “with conditions.” 
With the exception of mathemat-
ics, scores there have increased 
dramatically. To move beyond 
the accreditation baseline, as we 
should, we must provide resourc-
es to maintain small class size 
and   retain strong principals and 
teachers. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?
T.C. Williams has advanced aca-

demic programs that prepare our 
students for college. I have long 
advocated for more programs 
geared specifically to career 
opportunities for students who 
work when they graduate from 
high school. I would also like to 
see more opportunities for com-
munity service as part of a broad 
program of civic education.  
To address high school capacity, 
we need to take into account 
research conducted over recent 
decades demonstrating that 
smaller schools create a better 
learning environment, encourage 
better teaching, show decreased 
levels of disciplinary problems  
– especially involving violence 
– and lead to better academic 
performance. 

What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  

My colleagues and I on the board 
were pleased to acquire the prop-
erty that became the Ferdinand 
T. Day Elementary School and 
to work through the challenges 
of creating a school in what was 
once an office building. I am also 
proud of my role in bringing new 
technologies to enhance ACPS’ 
communication with families 
that don’t speak English when I 
worked as bilingual parent liaison 
for ACPS from 2006 to 2015.
In the future, I would like to see 
ACPS offer “makerspaces” in our 
high school and middle schools. 
These “makerspaces” are com-
munity centers with tools.  They 
offer students the opportunity to 
use their hands and their minds to 
create products and processes. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
The candidate declined to rank 
these issues.

schools where students are 
bearing the burdens of pover-
ty, laboring with special needs 
that are met only marginally or 
not at all, or who are struggling 
unsuccessfully with English as 
a second language.  Resources 
must be realigned, and exist-
ing tutoring programs must be 
enhanced.

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capaci-
ty crunch do you think is ideal?  
Before ACPS makes a further 

commitment of resources to 
expansion of secondary school 
facilities, there must be a 
commitment to implementation 
of best practices in high school 
academic programs.  This is in 
line with the superintendent’s 
openness to innovation across 
the K-12 curriculum.  Innovation 
should be focused on needed 
reforms for a system charac-
terized by continuing achieve-
ment gaps, unresolved lags 
in accreditation and the need 
for a more comprehensive and 
flexible secondary education 
program.  Such a program will 
increase the chances for college 
admission – or, for a good job 

at graduation for students 
not bound for college, thereby 
taking a further step toward 
the ACPS goal requiring that 
“Every Student Succeeds.”  A 
long-range secondary education 
plan based on forward-looking 
curriculum-based goals will 
inform discussions about facili-
ties, thereby minimizing capacity 
problems in years to come.  It 
will greatly reduce the risk that 
an immediate decision to make 
a 50-year investment in a new 
high school building would fail 
to meet 21st-century academic 
needs.
 
 What creative solution would 

you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
Once our buildings have been 
deemed secure, the leaks 
caused by Hurricane Florence 
are patched and furnaces are 
tuned up for the coming winter, 
the highest priority must be 
given to planning for reform of 
the K-12 curriculum.  ACPS is 
fortunate to have an outstand-
ing new superintendent, Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, who arrived 
with an entry plan that pledged 
to assess facilities, technolo-
gy, the Capital Improvement 
Plan and a range of academic 

issues.  I am optimistic that the 
assessments called for by Dr. 
Hutchings will include creative 
and innovative solutions to the 
academic and infrastructure 
issues weighing down ACPS.

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
1. Improve school security 
planning
2. Solve facility maintenance 
issues 
3. Get all schools fully accred-
ited
4. Improve standardized testing 
scores
5. Address school capacity
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Margaret Lorber, District B*

Profession:  Public Policy 
Advocacy (retired)
I have spent my career advo-
cating for children. I helped 
expand the nationwide school 
breakfast program and 
increased families’ access 
to the federal infant-toddler 
disability program. Locally, I 
worked for nine years as the 
ACPS bilingual parent liaison 
and now serve on the school 
board.  My two children at-
tended ACPS.

Veronica Nolan, District B*
What is the school board’s 
role in boosting student suc-
cess in the classroom?
The school board’s role is to 
ensure the staff has resourc-
es needed to educate every 
student. The most important 
tools to a child’s education are 
strong educators and quality 
instruction. Without retaining 
a talented team, no reform will 
succeed. Therefore ensur-
ing staff has a voice in the 
process and needed resources 
– such as competitive wages, 

curriculum, supplies and pro-
fessional development – are 
critical to a strong school divi-
sion that is capable of meeting 
all students’ unique needs.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given 
to partially accredited and 
unaccredited ACPS schools?
It’s a multi-pronged approach. 
All stakeholders must be 
welcomed to provide their 
invaluable feedback – stu-
dents, parents, staff and 

community. Jefferson-Houston 
is an excellent example due to 
its engaged and phenomenal 
PTA. Moreover there are so 
many committed educators 
at Jefferson Houston and as 
a result the school has made 
incredible double-digit per-
centage gains over years and 
is nearly [fully] accredited. We 
need to provide these schools 
with additional attention and 
resources through sticking 
with a well thought out plan, 
retaining staff and welcoming 

talented stakeholder feedback 
to cross the finish line. Similar 
plans will serve other schools 
that are partially accredited.  
 
What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind 
of physical solution to the 
capacity crunch do you think 
is ideal? 
I think Alexandria is in a posi-
tion to be bold and innovative 
in solving the capacity crisis. 
Whatever solution we seek it 

must take into consideration 
students’ unique needs and be 
driven through an equity lens. 
I think creating a multi-prong 
approach of distinctive niches 
throughout the city that still 
allows students to be under 
the umbrella of a city school 
could be a viable solution. The 
solution should be based on 
best practices and community 
engagement.
 
 What creative solution would 
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Profession: Independent 
Consultant/Leadership 
Coach and Adjunct Pro-
fessor (Trinity University)
I have been involved in 
education for more than 
20 years and am a current 
District B board member. I 
have served as a teacher, a 
nonprofit CEO, am currently 
a consultant and adjunct 
professor.  I have been a 
proud ACPS parent for the 
past 10 years (10 more to 
go.) 

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The role of the school board is 
to set the vision and values of 
ACPS, and hold the school system 
responsible to those values. As a 
school board member, my priority 
will be to ensure that our schools 
are serving the needs of all our 
students, specifically operating to 
uphold the beliefs that each child 
is capable of academic achieve-
ment and deserving of a great 
education. This means dealing 
with the academic segregation 
that exists in our schools resulting 
in a two-tiered education system, 
properly resourcing our schools 
and teachers, and encouraging 
policies that prioritize learning 
over testing. I will also work to 
build a stronger partnership 
between the schools and city 
to better connect students and 
families to available resources.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools?
As of this year all ACPS schools 
are now accredited either with or 
without conditions. We need to 
adopt proven teaching models 
and develop strategies for sta-

bilizing leadership and reducing 
turnover throughout the division. 
Administrators should genuinely 
involve teachers in developing 
school improvement plans and 
work to build a culture throughout 
ACPS that values learning and 
teaching over testing and test 
prep. Administrators should work 
closely with teachers to deter-
mine where additional resources 
are needed and the superinten-
dent should communicate those 
needs to the school board. 

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?
ACPS currently has a highly 
segregated student population 
with regards to access to aca-
demic programs and enrichment 
resources. As an ACPS parent I 
have witnessed this through my 
own children’s experience. I would 
like to see us end this two-tiered 
system by strengthening our tradi-
tional core curriculum and raising 
the bar for all our students. We 
must provide teachers, especial-
ly new ones, with the support 
and professional development 
needed to improve outcomes. 
Research also shows that smaller 

high schools are associated with 
better outcomes for students. For 
this reason, I believe a second 
high school is an idea that de-
serves serious consideration.

What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 

maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
I am pushing for more Career 
and Technical Education oppor-
tunities for students. I will help 
ACPS develop partnerships 
with some of the local build-
ing trade unions, such as the 
electricians, carpenters, sheet 
metal workers and others. 
These unions all have regional 
apprenticeship programs where 
high school graduates can 
work and get paid while they 
complete their training. They 
graduate without debt and go 
on to secure high-paying jobs 
that provide healthcare and 
pensions. These professionals 
can help build future schools 
in the city and earn an income 
that enables them to live here 
and raise a family. 

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
1. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
2. Address school capacity
3. Get all schools fully accred-
ited
4. Improve school security 
planning
5. Improve standardized testing 
scores

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The low SOL scores are the 
reality of what happens when the 
SOL is the sole focus of teach-
ing. Teaching the SOL has never 
worked and it’s time to acknowl-
edge that. The board can aide in 
boosting student success in the 
classroom by establishing and 
concentrating on different cur-
riculum and instruction that will 
allow our children to learn, and 
our teachers to teach without the 
added pressure of testing. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools?
I think it’s imperative that we 
carefully look at the schools that 
continue to underperform and 
examine what regard or disregard 
is being given to these schools. 
Let’s examine and align curricu-

lum, instruction, programs and 
the systems that are in place. 
Once a clear alignment can be 
established, the right resources 
and attention can then be allo-
cated to these schools.  

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s high 
school(s) and what kind of phys-
ical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?
In today’s world, the tradition-
al classroom is accelerating 
toward distance learning. To 
assist with the capacity crunch, 
I would suggest having multiple 
satellite campuses throughout 
the city, promote virtual learning 
and I would suggest partnering 
with surrounding colleges and 
universities to adopt the Parkway 
Program’s “School Without Walls” 
model. 
 
What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 

challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
My contribution would be intro-
ducing the Parkway Program 
model – the evolution of distance 
learning – to qualifying high 
school students. The Parkway 
program allows for interactive, 
experimental and creative learn-
ing in different settings outside of 
the classroom setting throughout 
the city. ACPS would create stron-
ger partnerships within the com-
munity to advance and engage 
this type of learning model, and 
this would help alleviate some of 
the concerns regarding capacity.

Prioritize the following ACPS 
issues from the most to the 
least important: 
1. Address school capacity
2. Improve standardized testing 
scores
3. Get all schools fully accredited
4. Solve facility maintenance 

issues
5. Improve school security 
planning

you bring to a school 
division challenge, such as 
capacity, maintenance or 
low standardized testing 
scores?  
I’m passionate about ensur-
ing we have strong systems 
in place to allow a solid 
infrastructure that strength-
ens community engagement 
and retains a talented 
team. I believe a formal cus-
tomer management system 
similar to the city’s would 
allow us to solicit feedback 
from those closest to the 
work, mobilize on informa-
tion received and allow for 
targeted budgetary deci-
sions based on the improve-
ments suggested. 

Prioritize the following 
ACPS issues from the most 
to the least important: 
The candidate declined to 
rank these issues.
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Michelle Rief, District A

Profession:  
College Professor
My three children attend 
Alexandria public schools and 
I teach at Northern Virginia 
Community College. I was the 
first person in my family to 
go to college and went on to 
earn a PhD. I have led educa-
tion nonprofits and served on 
the Alexandria Parent Teacher 
Association Council.

Dianara Saget, District C

Profession: Insurance Agent
Daughter to Dominican immi-
grants and a Boston native, 
I moved to Alexandria in the 
early 90s and attended T.C. 
Williams High School. Today 
I’m a dedicated mother to 
three children, a successful 
licensed insurance agent, 
and a parent advocate. For school board and 

council endorsements, 
see the Nov. 1 Times 

Opinion Section
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What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board’s role is to shep-
herd our new superintendent so 
that he can hire and retain great 
principals and teachers who will 
motivate and challenge all of our 
students. Those instructional 
leaders are the number one 
drivers of student achievement, 
and our budget should reflect 
the high value we place in them. 
Teacher compensation should 
be competitive with surrounding 
districts and our teachers should 
receive support and professional 
development so that they feel 
valued and are excited to stay in 
Alexandria.  

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited schools?
Our accreditation challenges 
stem from our failure to effective-
ly serve disadvantaged popula-
tions – particularly students of 
color, special needs students 
and English language learners. 
We must use data to identify the 

students who are struggling and 
prioritize targeted interventions to 
those students by providing differ-
entiated instruction, after-school 
tutoring, and summer enrich-
ment. We should also implement 
culturally inclusive programming 
and community outreach to 
promote strong school communi-
ties amongst the teachers, staff, 
parents and students. Positive 
and stable school communities 
are vital to any school’s health 
and improvement.   

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal?
All students should have the op-
portunity to achieve their dreams 
whether those dreams require 
four-year college, community 
college or a certificate program.  
We now have programs like the 
Health Science Governor’s School 
and the dual enrollment program 
with NOVA, but we should explore 
additional creative partnerships 
that relieve capacity at T.C. 
Williams and allow students to 

pursue their passions that do not 
necessarily require a four-year 
degree. But the community en-
gagement process should guide 
our overall solution. We would 
ideally retain a single, unified 
high school.  For example, we 
could expand the Minnie Howard 
campus so that it can serve both 

freshmen and sophomores. I 
also have contemplated a three-
school solution whereby schools 
have particular specialties – as 
an example, an arts high school, 
a STEM high school and a career 
and technical academy. 

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
ACPS is working well for some 
families, but not as well for 
others. SOL scores for white stu-
dents are substantially higher 
than state averages. SOL scores 
for black students are also 
higher than state averages. Our 
biggest deficits are SOL scores 
for our special-education, 
Hispanic and ELL students. We 
need to ensure that our schools 
work for all of our children.
Fixing this “opportunity gap” has 
been a rallying cry for school 
board elections for the past two 
decades, but we never seem 
to have a comprehensive plan 
to tackle it. Tinkering with such 
a major issue has not worked. 
That is why I propose something 
bold: universal pre-K for every 
child using a mixed-delivery 
system. Universal pre-K will 
improve student success across 
the board; assure vital, early in-
tervention for special-education 
students and support working 

families who struggle to afford 
to live in Alexandria. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited ACPS schools? 
With new data available on 
subgroups in our schools, we 
can pinpoint the areas in which 
some schools are succeeding 
but others are not. The new 
division-wide reporting structure 
deployed this year will offer 
more opportunities for schools 
to share best practices. The 
school board must empower 
administrators and teachers to 
request and receive specialized 
support that's warranted. 
 
What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind 
of physical solution to the 
capacity crunch  do you think 
is ideal? 
We need to better equip our 
high school graduates to com-
pete in the 21st century. Any 

new high school capacity must 
increase equitable access to 
our Career and Technical Edu-
cation opportunities in addition 
to art, music and sporting facil-
ities. These “extras” are critical 
aspects of world-class schools, 
and by packing students into fa-
cilities built for far fewer, we are 
robbing them of a well-rounded 
education. Simply building 
classrooms without accompa-
nying encore space will result 
in generational inequity: 5,000 
kids using one music room that 
2,500 used to use is not just. 
Ideally, I want high schools that 
maximize educational time for 
students, cut down on shuttle 
buses and minimize transitions. 
As a security professional,  I 
also have major concerns about 
having thousands of students in 
one building. 
I will remain open-minded as 
we look to expand given our 
fiscal and land constraints, but 
student outcomes, security, as 
well as racial and generational 
equity will be my guideposts.  

 What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?   
Two division challenges we face 
are under-serving our English 
language learners and the need 
for more Career and Technical 
Education. Dual-language pro-
grams are one of the best ways 
to find strength in our diversity 
and ensure brighter futures 
for all students. However, dual 
language teachers are among 
the hardest positions to hire. 
As a proponent of more CTE, I 
propose we build our own dual 
language teacher pipeline in 
partnership with local colleges. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
1. Address school capacity 
2. Improve standardized testing 
scores 
3. Get all schools fully accred-
ited 
4. Solve facility maintenance 

issues 
5. Improve school security 
planning 

HEATHER 
THORNTON

ACPS 
School 
Board 
District C  
 

Trained in 
Diplomacy    
& Community 
Outreach

Priorities: 
Overcrowding

Facilities 
Maintenance

Retaining 
Great Teachers

Equity of 
Opportunities

Paid for by  
Friends of Heather Thorntonwww.VoteHeatherThornton.com
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Marc Solomon, District A

Profession: Global Security
I live with my wife, our son 
and hound dog near Jeffer-
son-Houston School. After 
graduating from Cornell and 
Georgetown, I spent seven 
years at the State Depart-
ment. President of the Brad-
dock Station Civic Association 
and the Hopkins House Helen 
Day Parent’s Council, I would 
be the first Arab-American on 
School Board.  

Christopher Suarez, District A

Profession:  
Lawyer, non-profit leader, 
former K-12 teacher
I am a product of urban 
public schools and started 
my career teaching 6th grade 
on the west side of Chicago.  
As a lawyer, I have litigated 
school finance, special educa-
tion and school discipline cas-
es.  I recently co-founded an 
education nonprofit devoted 
to fostering diversity, equity 
and inclusion in schools.
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What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-

ized testing scores?  
I would consider the creation of 
mixed-use spaces within ACPS.  
Such spaces could provide 
corporate tax revenue that sup-
ports the schools while fostering 

interesting community partner-
ships.  Imagine if, for example, 
an art, music or dance studio 
leased space in the upper floors 
above an ACPS school?  In such 
buildings, we would be able to 

leverage those partnerships 
to supplement our students’ 
instruction and build community 
with local businesses at a very 
low cost.
 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-

sues from the most to the least 

important: 

The candidate declined to rank 
these issues.

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
Contrary to the popular belief 
that school boards only deal with 
budgets and policy, I believe they 
play a critical role in aligning a 
division’s resources to support 
instructional efforts and student 
achievement.  By operating as 
a united body who shares a 
commitment to all students, the 
ACPS School Board must set 
high academic expectations with 
clear benchmarks to measure 
progress.  It should also maintain 
open communication with the 
community and superintendent 
to ensure accountability.  These 
actions are further solidified when 
the board facilitates conditions 
conducive to student success 
like high quality facilities, modern 
technology  and rigorous learning 
materials.

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-

credited schools? 
Whenever any school does not 
receive full accreditation, ACPS 
must analyze existing deficien-
cies, and use that analysis to 
develop a corrective action 
plan for the school.  Out of the 
four schools that were not fully 
accredited last year, three were 
Title I schools with significant 
numbers of students from the 
“economically disadvantaged” 
and “English Learner” SOL 
subgroups.  Fortunately, the state 
Board of Education’s new accred-
itation standards now provide a 
more equitable way of measuring 
these students’ academic growth.  
Building on these improvements 
in measuring success, ACPS must 
strive to close achievement gaps, 
use a lens of cultural competence 
and increase family engagement.    

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s 
high school(s) and what kind of 
physical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal? 

I advocate thinking beyond catch-
all solutions.  A second school, 
satellite campuses, increased 
partnerships with local colleges/
universities, experiential learning 
and retrofitting existing buildings 
in an energy efficient way should 
all bear serious consideration.  
What’s critical as we examine 
these possibilities is that we 
focus on increasing programs 
that enhance student voice and 
autonomy, personal well-being, 
interdisciplinary learning and 
advanced professional studies.  
Engaging with the community to 
figure out the right combination of 
programming and physical space 
is a necessary first step in the 
process.

What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-
ized testing scores?  
As someone who is part of the 
roughly 85 percent of Alexandri-
ans without school-aged children 

in ACPS, I envision our schools 
serving as a pipeline of an innova-
tive workforce for our city.  Being 
one of the most diverse school 
divisions in Northern Virginia 
means we have a unique opportu-
nity to develop our students into 
global citizens who are accus-
tomed to adaptive learning, and 
can meet workforce needs that 
do not even exist yet.  Instead of 
seeing our diversity as an obsta-
cle to academic achievement, I 
hope to encourage the integration 
of more learning resources (i.e. 
dual language programs, tech-
nology that fosters connections 
between classrooms and places 
around the world, increased 
social action and extra-curricular 
projects, etc.) that help create 
globally competent students.  

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important:  
The candidate declined to rank 
these issues.
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Heather R. Thornton, District C

Profession:  
Federal Contractor
A graduate of Virginia’s pub-
lic schools, I have studied 
or worked in six different 
countries.  My previous 
work includes diverse expe-
riences supporting educa-
tion at a Juvenile Court, the 
U.S. Senate and American 
Embassy in Maputo and 
Consulate in Ciudad Juarez.  
A former diplomat, I am 
trained in consensus-build-
ing and outreach. 

What is the school board’s role 
in boosting student success in 
the classroom?
The school board’s role is to 
establish consistent priorities 
for ACPS, and provide support 
to the ACPS community to move 
forward on those priorities. In 
some cases,  I believe ACPS 
emphasizes activities that aren’t 
integral to boosting student suc-
cess, such as hiring a new Di-
rector of Athletics and Student 
Activities to “boost the school 
division’s reputation as a train-
ing ground for top-tier athletes.” 
I don’t see how the school board 
could be concerned about 
our reputation in athletics as 
Jefferson-Houston remained 
unaccredited for the sixth year 
in a row and our SOL scores 
were below state averages. The 
school board should re-estab-
lish a priority on teachers in the 
classroom and giving them the 

support they need. 

What, if any, extra resources 
or attention should be given to 
partially accredited and unac-
credited schools?
We need to ask our officials 
for an honest assessment. We 
cannot wish that our schools 
are better – we must work to 
understand the issues in the 
classroom so they may be 
addressed. We should look to 
our neighbors in Fairfax and 
Arlington. While the demograph-
ics differ somewhat between 
the districts, many individual 
schools have similar demo-
graphics and yet surpass their 
counterparts in Alexandria. We 
should look at what is working. 
We don’t need to reinvent the 
wheel.

What kind of programs would 
you like to see in the city’s high 

school(s) and what kind of phys-
ical solution to the capacity 
crunch do you think is ideal? 
I would like to see an increase 
in vocational training. I would 
like to see early identification of 
students for a vocational track 
and a more positive outlook 
from the school for these 
students. Going into vocational 
training should not imply that a 
student is somehow lesser than 
a student on the college track, 
and our vocational programs 
should not be a dumping ground 
for low-performing students. We 
must promote routes of success 
for all students. We should 
evaluate population projections 
before committing to a second 
high school. 

What creative solution would 
you bring to a school division 
challenge, such as capacity, 
maintenance or low standard-

ized testing scores?  
We cannot take a one-size-
fits-all approach to education. 
Students have different learning 
styles and I believe that these 
should be embraced. I support 
breaking students up even 
across grades in particular sub-
jects to provide access to differ-
ent learning styles. No student 
should be set up for failure or 
put in a class in which we know 
they cannot succeed. 

Prioritize the following ACPS is-
sues from the most to the least 
important: 
1. Get all schools fully accred-
ited
2. Solve facility maintenance 
issues
3. Improve standardized testing 
scores
4. Address school capacity
5. Improve school security 
planning

Abigail Downs Wacek, District B

Profession:  
Regulatory Consultant 
I am an environmental con-
sultant. I attended Alexan-
dria Country Day School for 
grade school, was a proud 
T.C. Titan in high school and 
graduated with a double 
major in history and en-
vironmental studies from 
Gettysburg College. I moved 
back to Alexandria in 2010 
and care deeply about the 
city. 
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CALENDAR
October and November events
Go on a pumpkin hunt or on a history 
walk and more |   Page 40

HOMES
Embracing Creativity
Take a look inside the Patricks’ home 
on East Duncan  |   Page 35

TimesLiving

ARTS
‘Sleepy Hollow’ at Synetic Theatre
This zombie-lover remake of “Sleepy 
Hollow” is not for the kids |   Page 34

LIFE WELL LIVED

What we can learn 
about disaster pre-
paredness from Hurri-
cane Michael
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

When Hurricane Michael 
slammed into Florida this 
past month, it affected hun-
dreds of thousands of people.  
Power was lost, homes were 
destroyed, and, in many un-
fortunate cases, people were 
hurt and lives were lost.  

I recently returned from 
Florida where my Federal Di-
saster Medical 
Assistance Team 
was deployed for 
10 days. We were 
stationed at Fort 
Walton Beach in 
the Florida Pan-
handle, where we 
had the oppor-
tunity to care for 
people affected by 
the storm.  

Speaking from 
a medical point of view, while 
each storm is different, there 
are certain commonalities 
that occur each time.   When 
a region’s healthcare infra-
structure is damaged, cer-
tain medical situations and 
problems often present them-
selves to survivors. Knowing 
what the common situations 
are after a major storm not 
only can help responders 
plan, but also help the people 

in the storm’s path.  
Here are some firsthand 

accounts of lessons learned 
that can help us prepare for 
the next disaster.

Know who is most 
vulnerable — and plan 
accordingly

Of the 700 patients that 
our medical assistance team 
treated, almost half of them 
were people below the age of 
10 or people above the age 
of 60.  Our children and our 
seniors are often the ones 

most at risk when 
hospitals are shut 
down, mainly be-
cause the immune 
system may not 
be fully developed 
yet in young chil-
dren and may be 
compromised in 
older individuals.  

Minor illness-
es have the po-
tential to become 

serious and lead to secondary 
infections.  Small cuts and 
scrapes can easily become in-
fected and in an environment 
where it may be difficult to 
see your doctor, these infec-
tions can become life-threat-
ening.  If you have a loved one 
in either of these age groups, 
be extra cautious in preparing 
for a major storm.

Have a first aid kit with 

you at all times
Many of the people we 

treated had evacuated, but 
because hospitals were shut 
down, had been unable to 
find medical treatment in a 
timely fashion.  Countless 
people suffered large infec-
tions on their legs, arms, and 
face.  Many of these infec-
tions required debridement 
and strong antibiotics.  How-
ever most of these larger in-
fections actually started with 

smaller cuts and scrapes that 
became infected.  

To prevent this from 
happening, having a small 
first aid kit with you at all 
times is invaluable.  Adhe-
sive bandages, Neosporin, 
Steri-strips, clean gauze and 
a source of clean water to ir-
rigate wounds are some of 
the key components that are 
needed after a disaster. Keep-
ing all wounds, no matter how 
small, clean and dry is the 

best step in preventing larg-
er infections from forming.  
One gentleman came in with 
a large gash on his leg that 
was several days old.  He was 
able to prevent it from get-
ting infected by using large 
Band-Aids and keeping it 
dry by wrapping the affected 
portion of his leg with plastic 
wrap that he changed twice a 
day.  That simple act probably 

Protect your health before the storm hits

DR. VIVEK SINHA

SEE HEALTH | 41

PHOTO/HHS
Dr. Vivek Sinha on a Federal Disaster Medical Assistance Team deployment to Florida's Panhandle, 
which was heavily hit by Hurricane Michael.
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START STRONG. 
START HERE.

At ACDS, we challenge and inspire 
students with a rigorous curriculum in a 

safe, welcoming, and student-centered 
environment.  The result: confident, 

caring, and future-ready community 
members who distinguish themselves as 
exceptional communicators.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR • INDEPENDENT LEARNER
COMMUNITY MINDED CITIZEN • BALANCED INDIVIDUAL

Join us for an OPEN HOUSE: 
Nov 3    Nov 13    Dec 12    Jan 11 

ARTS

Synetic Theatre  
production is equal 
parts cool, macabre
BY JORDAN WRIGHT 

Warning: This is not your 
childhood storybook version 
of “Sleepy Hollow.” Thanks 
to this interpretation by Di-
rector Paata Tsikurishvili, 
19th-century author Wash-
ington Irving just got woke.  
This reimagining of the leg-
end foretells a far darker, far 
cooler, swashbuckling horror 
story of a headless horseman 
and his nemesis, Ichabod 
Crane.  Zombie lovers, this 
one’s for you.

Adding to their ev-
er-popular wordless series 
of dramas, Synetic gives us a 
wholly different dynamic to 
ponder – and, hey, it works.  
You didn’t really expect the 
Headless Horseman to talk.  
Did you?  Here the Horse-
man is presented in a more 
sympathetic light after he is 
beheaded by the marauding 

Ichabod in a bloody battle 
against Hessian troops.  Not 
only does the Horseman re-
turn to haunt and torment 
Ichabod, but he messes up 
Ichy’s romance with the 

beautiful and feisty Katrina 
Van Tassel. 

Suitably ghoulish and in-
tentionally macabre, Ichy 
finds the Horseman’s head 
and, clutching it like a tro-

phy, dances with it.  There 
are hauntings by the ghosts 
of dead soldiers and a relent-
less chase to hunt down Ich-
abod and his cohorts.  

Darker scenes are lifted 
by a lavish banquet, comical 
drinking scenes and a pas-
sionate lovemaking scene 
between Ichabod and Ka-
trina in which he pledges his 
troth.  Acts of war and death 

seen through Katrina’s eyes 
become slow motion flash-
backs.  Battles are played 
out in reverse motion by the 
soldiers and it is quite com-
pelling.  There is nothing like 
murder and mayhem done in 
slo-mo.

Vato Tsikurishvili as Ich-
abod cuts a most imposing 
figure.  His massive head be-
lies his graceful abilities in 
the fight scenes, but even mo-
reso in the height he achieves 
with his leaps, falls and lifts, 
striking a perfect contrast to 
the delicate Katrina.  

But there is another crea-
ture that commands our at-
tention in this fast-paced, 
riveting tale and it is a giant 
metal armature of the Head-
less Horseman’s fantastical 
steed portrayed with great 
expressiveness by Maryam 

A new take on the classic ‘Sleepy Hollow’
Run date: Through Nov. 4
Venue: Synetic Theater, 
1800 South Bell St., 
Arlington, Virginia 22202
Information: 866-811-4111 or 
visit www.synthetictheater.org 

IF YOU GO

SEE SYNETIC | 41

PHOTO/BRITTANY DILIBERTO

Would you like to help guide the Alexandria City School Board  
on issues concerning our schools? Here is your chance to get  
involved.  

The Alexandria City School Board has openings on the following 
advisory committees: 

Join a School Board Advisory Committee! 

 Athletic Hall of Fame 

 Budget Advisory  

 Career and Technical Education 

 School Health  

 Special Education 

 Talented and Gifted 

For more information or to apply, visit www.acps.k12.va.us/board/advisory 
or contact the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-8316.   

1340 Braddock Place       Alexandria, Virginia  22314 �    703-619-8000 
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HOME 
PROFILE

It was those creative 
touches, and the renova-
tions the previous owners 
had done during their near-
ly 15 years of owning it, like 
relocating the staircase to 
open up the kitchen and 
dining room and creating 
a bump-out section to the 
end of the house that now 
serves as a living room, that 
attracted Ellen Patrick, a 
realtor who is one-half of 
Bobi Bomar + Ellen Patrick, 
Homes of Alexandria Team.

Though many of the 
home’s features weren’t 
something Patrick would do 
intentionally, she was cap-
tivated by the artistry.

“I always tell anyone 
who comes here that I 
probably would’ve never 
thought to put [some of the] 
patterns together, but I re-
ally like it,” Patrick said.

The home first came to 
Patrick’s attention when 

EMBRACING  
CREATIVITY ON 

EAST DUNCAN 
Del Ray home revels in its touch of madness

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Ellen and John Patrick’s home on the 400 block of East Duncan Avenue has 
had a variety of themes and color schemes in its eight decades in Del Ray.
Though most of the themes have been toned down since the couple, their 

3-year-old daughter Mera and French Bulldog Penny moved in two years ago, 
a remnant of the house’s wild past remains: the Narnia bathroom, complete 

with wallpaper reminiscent of a forest and a concrete sink shaped like a lion.
“We were like, ‘We can’t justify ripping it out and putting [in] 

something boring. Let’s leave it out. It’s fun,’” Ellen Patrick said. 
“People come over and think it’s the best thing ever.” SEE DUNCAN | 36

PHOTOS/ ARIAN WHITE, HOMEVISIT
The home's previous owners created a bump out toward the far end of the house that opens up to the 
Patricks' sizeable outdoor space. The living room is full of colorful art, furniture and light.

Left: John, 
Mera and El-
len Patrick in a 
family portrait.  

Below: The 
exterior of the 
Patricks' home 
on East Dun-
can Avenue 
in Del Ray. 
The Patricks 
purchased the 
home in late 
2016.
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Join us 

Old Town’s  
Oldest French  

Restaurant

Celebrating 35 years in business!

Le Refuge
HOME PROFILE

Port City Profile

Tails High is a foster 
home-based, all-volunteer 
nonprofit group that rescues 
abandoned and homeless 
cats and kittens and prepares 
them for adoption into 
permanent homes. 

Besides offering commu-
nity outreach, temporary 
custody and spay/neuter as-
sistance, Tails High works 
with cats with special needs 
on a case-by-case basis.  

As an all-volunteer 
group, Tails High is always 
accepting volunteers who 
want to help. There are many 
ways to do just that.

Anyone who is at least 18 
and wants to work with the 
cats can apply to become a 
feeder/caregiver at one of 
two locations: Del Ray and 
Annandale. In addition, 
volunteers are always needed 
to help out at adoption events.

We need help to reboot our 
newsletter, you can join the 
social media or web design 
teams and, if philanthropy is 
more your thing, you can help 

with fundraising.
If you are not yet 18, but 

want to spend time with the 
cats you must have a parent 
or guardian attend with you 
and, you can help set up our 
adoption events and help to 
clean the cages after the cats 
have gone to the adoption 
area. 

Tails High participates in 
the annual Combined Federal 
Campaign fundraising 
drive.  Please consider 
including Tails High for a 
portion of your CFC or year-
end donation. (#23910)

AT A GLANCE
Name: Tails High
Location:  

No dedicated facility; Cats 
are in foster homes

Neighborhood:  
D.C. Metro area

Year opened:  2009
Type of nonprofit:   

Cage-free cat rescue and 
adoption organization

Hours of operation:  
Email anytime; Frequent 
adoption events

Contact: 703-819-5240
Email: meow@tailshigh.org
Website: www.tailshigh.org

her team was interviewing 
the homeowners about list-
ing it. Ellen and John Pat-
rick had outgrown their tiny 
Del Ray townhouse, and, 
with a toddler in tow, were 
in search of more space.

John Patrick, or “JP,” 
who owns music school 
Rock of Ages in Del Ray, 
wasn’t initially sold, but 
quickly got on board. After 
that, the process moved rel-
atively fast.

“It worked out for every-
one because they wanted to 
do it really quickly and we 
were ready,” Ellen Patrick 
said. 

Since moving in at the 
end of 2016, the Patricks 
have made some changes, 
including adding a walk-
in pantry, repainting the 
walls, replacing counter-
tops, cabinets and light 
fixtures and the front door. 
Ellen Patrick has also add-
ed colorful peel-and-stick 
wallpaper to the upstairs 

office and to Mera’s room. 
Patrick utilized cost-sav-

ing tactics when it came to 
doing renovations, such 
as replacing the cabinets 
by using Semi-Handmade, 
which makes custom doors 
for IKEA boxes. 

Patrick said making ren-
ovations right after pur-
chasing the house has given 
them time to fully enjoy the 
space. 

“With our old house, we 
didn’t do any updates until 
we were getting ready to 
sell it, … so this is kind of 
the opposite. We’re really 
getting to enjoy it,” Patrick 
said. 

The couple also re-
vamped the backyard and 
planted Wisteria on an ex-
isting metal overhang pri-
or to being featured in this 
year’s Del Ray House & 
Garden tour.

For the most part, 
though, the Patricks have 
enjoyed the previous own-
er’s handiwork, including 
the addition of storage 
space between the bump-
out level and main level. 

SEE DUNCAN | 37
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PHOTO/ ARIAN WHITE, HOMEVISIT
The combination kitchen and dining room greets guests who walk through the front door. The Patricks 
replaced light fixtures throughout the home and added new countertops, cabinets and a walk-in pantry.

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
The Patricks' French Bulldog, Penny, poses for a picture in the 
home's living room. 
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MENDELSSOHN

( 7 0 3 )  5 4 8 - 0 8 8 5  •  w w w . a l e x s y m . o r g

“Scottish” Symphony No. 3
November 3, 2018 @ 8pm 
November 4, 2018 @ 3pm

ADULT: $20-$80 • STUDENT: $10 • YOUTH: $5

Featuring music from West Side Story, On the Town 
and a world premiere cello concerto by Jessica Krash

James Ross, Music Director
Tanya Anisimova, cellist

Dracula                            10/13 - 11/3

Just in time for 
Halloween, Bram 
Stoker’s classic tale  
of gothic horror comes 
to life – and death – on 
stage. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our  
box office or online!

HOME PROFILE

“It’s a really good use of 
space. … It’s just using ev-
ery square inch. Because it’s 
a drop, everything under 
the dining room would’ve 
been empty,” Patrick said. 
“The fact that they thought 
to use it for storage and 
have those hidden cabinets, 
it’s just seamless.” 

When it comes to furni-
ture, most pieces had to be 
purchased to fit the fami-
ly’s increased square foot-
age. 

“What’s funny is I have 
friends who live in Frederick 
or other parts of Maryland 
and Virginia and Loudoun 
County and, to them, this is 
a teeny tiny house, but for 
Del Ray, we’re like ‘This is 
great. This is huge,’” Pat-

rick joked.
The couple moved their 

old tiny couch to Rock of 
Ages, and upgraded almost 
everything else. The last 
remaining furniture from 

their old home, Mera’s crib, 
has also been replaced with 
a full-sized bed. 

“It’s almost as if we had 

DUNCAN FROM | 35

It’s a really good use of space. … It’s just using 
every square inch. Because it’s a drop, everything 
under the dining room would’ve been empty. The 
fact that they thought to use it for storage and 
have those hidden cabinets, it’s just seamless.” 

– Ellen Patrick

DUNCAN FROM | 36

SEE DUNCAN | 38

PHOTOS/ ARIAN WHITE, HOMEVISIT
Above: The home's previous owner installed strategic storage between the living room and dining room 
levels.  Below: The home's "Narnia" bathroom makes you feel like you're stepping out of the wardrobe.
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Perched high above the streets of 
historic Old Town in a one of kind pent-
house setting, 1115 Cameron Street 
#405 is the hidden gem of The Prescott. 
Built with unsurpassed quality and ex-
pert craftsmanship in 2007, each room 
embodies perfection. The versatile and 
open layout holds many options to suit 
any lifestyle. 

All rooms are filled with natural light 
and graced with 9-foot-plus ceilings, 
neutral paint colors, hardwood floors 
and classic accents such as crown mold-
ing. The living room gas fireplace man-
tel and surround adorns intricate details 
and gives a refined, old world feel. A true 
gourmet kitchen features a breakfast bar, 
GE Profile stainless appliances and gran-
ite countertops. Adjacent to the kitchen 
is a generous eat-in space that flows into 
the family room with double-sided gas 
fireplace. Moving to the master bedroom 
is to behold a vision of windows and 
boasts a custom walk-in closet, spa-in-
spired ensuite bath with soaking tub, 
glass enclosed shower and modern van-

ity. The other remaining two bedrooms 
are equally comfortable; one doubles as 
a great home office option with custom 
built-ins and the other could be a second 
master suite. French doors throughout 
offer seamless transition between indoor 
and outdoor living spaces. 

The real show stopping feature is the 
awe-inspiring 1,500-square-foot terrace 
that wraps around the entire length of 
the unit.  With magical city views to soak 
in morning or night, the terrace is fin-

ished with impeccable landscaping and 
includes an automatic watering system 
to ensure the lush greenery stays live-
ly. The building has a community roof-
top terrace to be enjoyed and is ideal for 
hosting larger soirées. Rounding out this 
unique home’s allure are two assigned 
underground parking spaces, a large pri-
vate storage room, the convenience of 
being located near two Metro stops and 
the infinite dining, shopping and com-
munity enticements. 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Address: 1115 Cameron 
St., Alexandria 22314 
Price: $1,450,000
Bedrooms: Three
Bathroom: Two full, one half
Style: Penthouse 
Year Built: 2007
Parking: 2 assigned 
underground parking spaces
Contact: Sue Goodhart & 
Allison (Goodhart) DuShuttle, 
Compass, 703-362-3221, 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com OR 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Hidden gem of The Prescott

PHOTOS/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE / JAREN HORSLEY
Left: Twilight settings are magical from the 1,500-square-foot terrace.  Right: Master bed-
room beckons to be used as your weekend wind down.

to upgrade all of our furni-
ture too, but it happened 
over time,” Patrick said. 

The home on East Dun-
can Avenue is the Patricks’ 
third home in the area. 
Their first home was in 
Lynhaven and their tiny 
townhouse was a few blocks 
from their new home. 

J.P. is originally from Del 
Ray and Ellen Patrick, who 
is from Loudoun County, 
has lived in the neighbor-
hood for more than a de-
cade and adopted it as her 
home.

“We just love it here. 
Obviously, John grew up 

here, and while he lived in 
other places in his 20s, this 
is home to him and it feels 
like home to me. It’s been 
12-plus years and we had 
our baby here,” Patrick said. 

She said, after 12 years 
of living in the neighbor-
hood, the family is probably 
in Del Ray for good. 

“Alexandria is so small. 
It’s a city, but it’s small. 
It feels like Del Ray is one 
of those places where peo-
ple really care about you,” 
Patrick said. “Your neigh-
bors know what’s going on 
and they help out when you 
need something.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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HOME PROFILE

PHOTOS/ ARIAN WHITE, HOMEVISIT
Above: The master bedroom on the second level is 
light-filled, and includes an entrance to a balcony.
Right: Mera's bedroom includes a built-in shelf 
created by IKEA shelving units and peel-and-stick 
wallpaper – just one example of the Patricks' ability 
to save money, while not sacrificing style. 
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BY WILL WIARD

Over time more Millenni-
als are deciding to stop wast-
ing their hard earned cash on 
renting, and are putting their 
money toward the purchase 
of a home. 

If you’re looking to buy 
your first home, don’t just 
jump on Zillow and swipe 
through random homes – 
here are five tips that will 
help your home buying pro-
cess go smoothly.

Educate yourself
There are many steps 

in buying a home and ev-
eryone’s experience can be 
different. One of the best 
things you can do is famil-
iarize yourself with the buy-
ing process. When you meet 
a realtor for the first time, 
remember to bring a list 
of questions and ask them 
about their qualifications. 
My tip is to look for an agent 
who takes the time to listen 
to your wants and needs.

Consult an expert
 Most people know a re-

altor or know someone who 
knows a realtor. However, 
when you are buying a home 
I recommend working with 
a neighborhood expert who 
specializes in the market you 
have an interest in. A neigh-
borhood expert should have 
the inside scoop on the area 
you are interested in and will 
be able to provide key market 
knowledge you would not be 
able to find by “Googling it.”

Get preapproved
Technology has made it 

easier to get preapproved 
for a loan, which is a vital 
step prior to submitting an 
offer for a home. Being pre-
approved means that your 

credit has been reviewed and 
your purchasing power con-
firmed by your lender. This 
sends a message that you are 
a serious buyer to a seller. My 
tip is to get preapproved by a 
local lender. One of the big-
gest benefits to working with 
a local lender is access and 
communication. It is much 
easier to communicate with 
a lender who is in the same 
time zone and country as you 
when buying home.

Live below your means
Buying a home requires a 

lot of money, and when you 

buy a home there are many 
expenses throughout the 
process. For most purchases 
you will have to pay a down 
payment, closing costs, in-
spection fees and moving 
costs, just to name a few. This 
is not the time to purchase a 
new car or open a new cred-
it card account – those will 
come later. Before you decide 
to make any big purchases 
that might lower your cred-
it score, consult your lender 
and your realtor.

Negotiate
When you find the house 

of your dreams and sub-
mit an offer there are many 
items you can negotiate oth-
er than the price. Most first-
time home buyers will likely 
focus on the price, but there 
are other things you can ne-
gotiate. One example is clos-
ing cost assistance or a seller 
subsidy. 

Depending on the com-
petition in the market, this 
is always something you 
should consider when nego-
tiating the purchase of your 
home. You can negotiate for 
a home warranty – my tip 
is to always ask the seller to 
cover the cost of a policy. The 
price for a home warranty 
policy usually starts around 
$499 and can cover a vari-
ety of items inside your new 
home. It’s important to con-
sult with your realtor to pick 
the best option for you as the 
price may vary depending on 
the coverage.

Remember, this is going to 
be your home and you should 
not feel pressured to sign on 
the dotted line if you are not 
ready. It is our job as realtors 
to represent your best inter-
ests, negotiate to the terms 
you want, and close the deal. 
It is not to sell you a house.

HOMES 

Name: Will Wiard
Company: Weichert 
Realtors
Title: Managing Broker
Bio: Currently, as the 
managing broker for 
Weichert in Old Town 
Alexandria, Will leads one 
of the most prestigious 
offices within the Weichert 
organization. In addition, 
Will sits on the Board of 
Directors for the Virginia 
Realtors Association and is 
a part of various committees 
including the Young 
Professionals Network, both 
at the state and local level, 
as well as the Northern 
Virginia Association 
of Realtors Cares and 
Grievance Committee. He 
was ranked as one of the 
30 under 30 outstanding 
real estate professionals in 
the country by the National 
Association of Realtors 
Magazine in 2017. 

Real Talk: What to know 
as a first-time home buyer
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Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

IVYHILLCEMETERY.NET
703.549.7413

2823 King Street, Alexandria
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CALENDAR
OCTOBER 26

ZOMBIE ESCAPE AT CARLYLE 
HOUSE The Zombie Apocalypse has 
happened, and D.C. was one of the 
first cities to fall when it began. As 
such, Alexandria was a close second 
due to proximity. Now, you must navi-
gate your way through zombie-infested 
territory to claim what supplies are on 
your list and make it back to your base 
safely. Tickets are $30 online and $40 
at the door.
Time: 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.novaparks.com

‘THIS DAY FORWARD’ MOVIE 
SCREENING Attending a screening 
of “This Day Forward,” a movie about 
the true story of the Jensen family and 
their faith journey as they face the fact 
that their husband and dad has Stage 
3 brain cancer. The event is free, but 
registration is required at https://vts-
this-day-forward-screening.eventbrite.
com. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Virginia Theological Semi-
nary, 3737 Seminary Road
Information: dtownsend@vts.edu

OCTOBER 27 

FIFTH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN 
PUMPKIN HUNT AT LEE-FEN-
DALL HOUSE MUSEUM The 
Lee-Fendall House will offer its Fifth 
Annual “Halloween Pumpkin Hunt” 
on Oct. 27. Alexandria’s ghosts and 
goblins will fill the museum’s garden 
with hundreds of colorful toy-filled 
Halloween pumpkins for local children 
to discover. Other activities include 
crafts, refreshments, spooky stories 
and a costume parade. Every partici-
pating child will receive a toy pumpkin.
Time: Sessions at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

TRICK-OR-TREATING AT MOUNT 
VERNON Mount Vernon opens its 
doors to trick-or-treaters. Join the 
costumed interpreters for a special op-
portunity to trick-or-treat in the historic 
area, and a special scavenger hunt is 
available for more adventurous guests. 
All trick-or-treaters are invited to join in 
the children’s costume parade around 
the Mansion at 5 p.m. Special trade 
demonstrations, like wool carding, 
spinning and fish net making, will take 
place in the historic area. Tickets: 
$14/adult (12 and up); $8/youth (11 
and under). General admission tickets 
are sold out, but additional tickets are 
available for Mount Vernon members. 
Call 703-780-2000 to reserve your 
tickets.
Time: 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Highway
Information: mountvernon.org/hal-
loween

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR.  Explore important sites asso-

ciated with George Washington in his 
hometown of Alexandria.  This guided 
walking tour of historic Old Town 
covers significant people and events 
in Washington’s life and in American 
history, with stops at Ramsay House, 
Market Square, the Carlyle House, 
Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern/Charles 
Lee House, Gadsby’s Tavern, Wash-
ington’s townhouse, The Lord Fairfax 
House, “Light-Horse” Harry Lee’s 
house and Christ Church.  The tour is 
sponsored by the City of Alexandria’s 
George Washington Birthday Celebra-
tion Committee. This is a free event.
Time:  10 a.m. to noon
Location:  Alexandria Visitor Center, 
221 King St.
Information:  Visit www.washington-
birthday.com

PORTSIDE HISTORY: ARCHAE-
OLOGY WATERFRONT TOUR 
Celebrate Archaeology Month with 
Alexandria Archaeology. As part of the 
Portside History series of activities 
at the Old Town waterfront, join an 
expert-led tour to learn more about new 
discoveries, significant finds and the 
hidden history that has been revealed 
through historical documentary data 
and excavation. Each waterfront block’s 
history will be told through photos, 
maps and artifacts. The walking tour 
will start at the foot of King Street at the 
site of Interim King Street Park and end 
at Hotel Indigo with a free, nautical-in-
spired drink courtesy of Hummingbird 
Bar & Kitchen. Tickets are $20 and 
pre-registration is required.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Interim King Street Park
Information: archaeology@alexandri-
ava.gov

MASQUERADE BALL Inspired 
by the season, disguise yourself 
and dance the night away at the 
Masquerade Ball at Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum. Come dressed in your 
favorite pre-19th-century costume 
and don’t forget your mask. Enjoy live 
music, English country dancing, a cash 
bar and dessert collation. Pre-19th 
century period attire or cocktail attire 
is welcome.
Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/shop

OCTOBER 28

BULLYING PREVENTION MONTH 
'BULLY WALK' In recognition of 
National Bully Prevention Month, stand 
up, stand strong and stand together 
for an escorted walk from the Lee 
Center to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. 
The group will then walk in unity over 
the bridge.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St.
Information: starsorg1@gmail.com

22TH ANNUAL DEL RAY HAL-
LOWEEN PARADE One of Del Ray’s 
favorite traditions is coming soon. The 
parade begins at Mt. Vernon Avenue, 
south of East Bellefonte, and contin-
ues down to the Mt. Vernon Recreation 

Center play fields at Mt. Vernon and 
Commonwealth avenues. Children, 
pets and strollers in costumes are 
invited to march and show off their 
finest and scariest Halloween garb. 
The parade and all activities are free. 
Awards will be given for Best Pet Cos-
tume, Best Decorated Business, Best 
Decorated Home and Best Decorated 
Stroller. Judges include elected offi-
cials and city dignitaries. Please note 
that both judging for Best Decorated 
Stroller and registration for Best Pet 
Costume will begin at 1:30 p.m.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.visitdelray.com

OCTOBER 29 

MONDAY MORNING MUSIC 
Join First Baptist for Monday Morning 
Music featuring new Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra music director 
James Ross. Based in Alexandria for 
more than 50 years, Monday Morning 
Music has inspired a love for classical 
music through understanding its 
history, appreciating its musical forms 
and instrumentation and enriching the 
joy of listening. Throughout the years, 
MMM’s music directors and guest 
artists have enlivened the sessions. 
MMM meets every other Monday at 
First Baptist Church.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: First Baptist Church, 2932 
King St.
Information: www.facebook.com/
mondaymorningmusic50

ART ON TAP Enjoy local craft beer, 
original artwork and amazing food at 
The Art League’s annual Art on Tap. 
Craft beer from local breweries have 
been artfully paired with a work of art 
from an Art League instructor. Local 
restaurants have chosen a brew/art-
work coupling to serve as their muse 
to create the perfect complimentary 
appetizer. Sample the creative 
combinations while drinking from a 
take-home Art on Tap beer tasting 
glass, and then vote for your favorite at 
the end of the event. You must be 21 
or older to attend, and a valid form of 
identification is required for entry. Stay 
tuned for participating breweries and 
restaurants.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 105 
N. Union St. 
Information: 703-683-1780

NOVEMBER 2

FIRST FRIDAY: DANCES 
AROUND THE WORLD Are you 
looking for a memorable and inspiring 
evening with your family? Plan to 
attend the First Friday: Dances Around 
the World sponsored by the Office 
of the Arts. During the evening, you 
will take a spin around the world 
through dance and music. Bring your 
dancing shoes, and plan to join in the 
festivities. A meet and greet begins 
at 6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
on hand, courtesy of the Office of the 
Arts. Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m. No 
experience is necessary. Featured her-

itage dance groups are Boyle School 
of Irish Dance, Ethio-American Eskista 
Dance Group, Fairfax Chinese Dance 
Troupe and Royal Scottish Country 
Dancers. Dances Around the World is 
part of the First Fridays Series, a proj-
ect of the Office of the Arts, a division 
of the Alexandria Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activities. 
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/arts

NOVEMBER 3

CLASSIC CAR SHOW Head to 
River Farm on Nov. 3 for cars, food and 
fun. Registration is $20 per show car. 
Spectator tickets are $5 for walk-ins or 
bicycles and $10 per car. Kids under 
12 are free. Proceeds benefit the 
American Horticultural Society and its 
River Farm headquarters.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: River Farm, 7931 East 
Boulevard Drive
Information: www.ahsgardening.org
 
ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY 
HEALTH MEETING How can all 
Alexandrians have the healthiest life 
possible? Help answer that question 
and develop a complete picture of 
wellbeing in Alexandria at a commu-
nity health meeting. At this meeting, 
attendees will work together to review 
the physical, mental and social issues 
highlighted in city-wide health surveys 
and Photovoice submissions. They will 
then use this information to identify 
Alexandria’s current strengths and 
opportunities for improvement. Attend-
ees will also discuss how health issues 
may differ across neighborhoods and 
communities in Alexandria. Breakfast 
will be served. Live translation provid-
ed in Spanish, Arabic, and Amharic.
Time: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: George Washington Middle 
School, 1005 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.eventbrite.com/e/
alexandria-community-health-meet-
ing-tickets-49398619601

'BOUND TO THE FIRE' LECTURE 
Join Alexandria Archaeology and Alex-
andria Black History Museum for the 
second annual Anna Lynch Memorial 
Lecture Series. Historical archaeologist 
and historian Kelley Deetz will discuss 
her new book, “Bound to the Fire: 
How Virginia’s Enslaved Cooks Helped 
Invent American Cuisine.” The book 
combines the archaeology of kitchens 
and outbuildings with historical 
records to examine the life of enslaved 
cooks from the late seventeenth cen-
tury to the Civil War. Tickets are $12 
per person and $10 for FOAA/ ASPBH 
members.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.Alexandriava.gov/
Shop

MAYOR ON YOUR CORNER Join 
Mayor Allison Silberberg for her next 
monthly coffee, “Mayor on Your Cor-
ner,” on Nov. 3 at Tempo Restaurant. 
There is no need to RSVP and no 

charge to attend, but there is a $5 flat 
fee for pastries and coffee. Please see 
www.allisonsilberberg.com for more 
information.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Tempo Restaurant, 4231 
Duke St.
Information: www.allisonsilberberg.
com

NOVEMBER 3 AND 4

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA PRESENTS MEN-
DELSSOHN’S SYMPHONY NO. 3 
‘SCOTTISH’ The November program 
celebrates the past and present of 
American music.  In recognition of 
Leonard Bernstein’s 100th birthday 
celebration, the orchestra will perform 
two pieces from his acclaimed musi-
cals, including the Overture to West 
Side Story and Three Dances Episodes 
from On the Town. The present comes 
into focus as the ASO performs the 
world premiere of Jessica Krash’s cello 
concerto. Closing the program will be 
Felix Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 
3 “Scottish,” loosely based on the 
composer’s travels in Scotland with his 
longtime friend Karl Klingemann.
Time: Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 
3 p.m.
Location: Saturday at Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, Sunday at George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial
Information: www.alexsym.org

NOVEMBER 4

AGUDAS ACHIM PRESCHOOL 
FALL FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER 
Attend the Agudas Achim Preschool’s 
Fall Festival Fundraiser. The festival 
includes games, prizes, crafts, bounce 
houses, face painting, a petting zoo 
and music by Alexandria’s own Rain-
bow Rock Band starting at 3:30 p.m. 
Adults and children under 1-year-old 
are free. All-access wristbands are 
available for purchase on eventbrite 
for children older than 1-year-old. The 
event will take place Rain or Shine. 
Limited festival tickets will be available 
for purchase on-site. All proceeds from 
the event benefit the Agudas Achim 
Preschool.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Agudas Achim Congregation, 
2908 Valley Dr.
Information: 908-872-7390

NORDIC FIDDLERS BLOC 
The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc is a fiddle 
trio from Norway, Sweden and the 
Shetland Islands whose clever use 
of harmony, rhythm, riffs and bass 
lines creates a sound that leaves the 
listener enthralled but at the same 
time dumbfounded that the sound only 
comes from three fiddles. Join them 
at the George Washington Masonic 
Temple on Nov. 4. Tickets are $18 in 
advance and $20 at the door.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: www.focusmusic.org/
buy-tickets



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  OCTOBER 25, 2018 | 41 

prevented him from being ad-
mitted to the hospital.

 
Know your medical con-
ditions/medications

There are several medi-
cal conditions that can make 
someone susceptible to inju-
ry and illness post-disaster.  
Conditions like insulin-de-
pendent diabetes, asthma, 
COPD and congestive heart 
failure have one critical fact 
in common—without the ap-
propriate medication, these 
conditions can spiral out of 
control in days, if not hours.  
Pharmacies are often shut 
down and medications can 
become scarce.  A large num-
ber of patients that we treated 
in Florida simply were there 
for medication refills.  

One way to account for 
this is to have an “extra” 
supply of your medication on 
hand at all times.  Chronic 
medications are often filled 
by physicians in 30- or 90-day 
supplies but it is important to 
have at least a two-week sup-
ply of additional medications 
whenever you are traveling 

or the forecast is calling for a 
major storm.  These requests 
should be made early to your 
doctor’s offices to allow for 
the prescriptions to be filled.  
Respiratory conditions (like 
asthma and COPD) have the 
potential to flare up in the 
aftermath of a storm.  Having 
your inhaler medications on 
hand may be the best thing 
you can do to decrease your 
chances of needing urgent 
medical attention. 

Keep your vaccines up 
to date

The best treatment is pre-
vention.  Vaccines are one of 
the most important things 
that we can do right now to 
help us in the future.  There 
were countless numbers of 
patients that presented to 
our medical facility with vi-
ral illnesses and influenza.  
The stress that occurs after a 
storm can decrease a healthy 
person’s immune system and 
make them more susceptible 
to illnesses.  While the flu 
shot may not prevent some-
one from catching the flu, 
it does decrease the likeli-
hood that you will suffer the 

life-threatening complica-
tions of the flu.  

Every single patient that 
we saw was asked about their 
tetanus shot status and if 
they had not received one in 
the past five years, they were 
offered one.  Simple cuts and 
scrapes have the potential to 
carry in toxins that can cause 
serious conditions, like tet-
anus.  Stacking the deck in 
your favor by keeping your 
vaccines up to date is one of 
the most important steps that 
people can take now. 

These are just a few sim-
ple examples of how we can 
keep ourselves and our fami-
ly safe during a disaster.  The 
purpose of these examples is 
to keep us aware and knowl-
edgeable during times of cri-
sis.  Knowledge is power and 
enabling ourselves by staying 
knowledgeable and informed 
is the best preparation we can 
make. Stay safe.

Dr. Vivek Sinha is the 
chief medical officer
of Belleview Medical 

Partners, an office and
house call practice 

based in Old Town.

Catherine Durant Kahl, daughter of James and 
Caroline Kahl of Alexandria, Virginia and Michael 

Joseph Linskey III, son of Michael and Shari Linskey of 
Boxford, Massachusetts were married on September 15, 

2018.  The ceremony was held at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church followed by a reception at Belle Haven Country 

Club. The bride and the groom are both graduates of 
Colby College, Maine. Catherine is a Manager in the 
Partners Solutions Group at Global Impact and Mike 
works as a Manager in the Restructuring Advisory 

Services Group at Ernst and Young.  The couple lives 
in Arlington, Virginia with their dog, Weston. 

Wedding Announcement

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 
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Don’t miss a beat

Stay in the loop on election coverage with AlexTimes.com!

We have collected all of our debate and forum coverage, 
our candidate profiles, and other election-related stories 

into one accessible tab on our website. 

Make an informed voting decision this election season. 
ALEXTIMES.COM/NEWS/ELECTION-2018 

Najafzada and her three 
puppeteers.  

Najafzada mimicking the 
characteristic movements of 
a horse, twitching her long 
tail and pawing the air, is en-
chanting, and adds an import-
ant element of vulnerability to 
the unfortunate beast.

Phil Charlwood’s raf-
ters-high, twisted metal 
forest and branch-covered 
organ provide escape routes 
for the many chases, while 
Konstantine Lortkipanidze’s 
eerie electronica music and 
otherworldly sound effects 
put us in mind that Hallow-
een is just over the horizon.

Recommended for ghosts 
and goblins and those who 
love them.

This production stars the 
beautiful McLean Jesse as Ka-
trina, Scott S. Turner as the 

Headless Horseman, Justin J. 
Bell as Brom, Thomas Beheler 
as Van Tassel/Ensemble and 
the Puppeteers/Ensemble 
cast of Jordan Clark Halsey, 
Anne Flowers, Megan Kha-
ziran and Matt Stover.

Choreography by the in-
imitable Irina Tsikurishvili, 
assistant direction by Tori 

Bertocci, costumes by Erik 
Teague and lighting by Brian 
S. Allard.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 

and culture. Visit her website 
at www.whiskandquill.com 

or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.
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Our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

To the editor:
Our neighbors had valid fear that 

their heritage, their way of life and 
their property rights would be impact-
ed by a city decision, and what’s the 
city’s response? To predetermine the 
desired outcome, and run over their 
objections to that outcome as cleanly 
as possible.

Why did the city not take an empa-
thetic and careful approach to honor 
their property rights, make amends for 
our historical disrespect for their fam-
ilies and design a stadium landscape 
that enlarges our kids’ ability to play 
sports at the same time? Was there a 
city-wide analysis, into the future, 
that may have allowed for less focus 
on this problematic site?

The result of the Oct. 11 Alexan-
dria Times poll was shocking. While 
the majority of respondents agreed 
that the city had promised the Woods 
residents that there would never be 

stadium lights next to their homes, a 
substantial number said the promise 
– and the 2004 SUP supporting the 
promise – was irrelevant because “we 
need a lighted stadium now.”

Do so many of us only care about 
ourselves, no matter the impact on 
our neighbors? To these people: 
Would you want 80-foot-tall stadi-
um lights right behind your house, 
with the light pollution while you try 
to sleep, the abrasive shouting and 
screaming until late at night waking 
you and your children, and the sound 
of cars revving engines?

Would you accept criticism of your 
choice of neighborhood, made before 
the lights were built, even if it was not 
a choice? Would you gamely accept 
the standpoint that you are just like 
anyone who chose to live here in the 
past few years – even if your family  

Stadium decision  
reflects selfishness

City council’s recent decision to adopt a compromise solution on 
parking for Chatham Square residents is a welcome development for 
several reasons.

Foremost, it’s a break in the battle. 
Acrimony seems to swirl around every land use decision, large or 

small, in Alexandria these days. The increasing pattern is a city gov-
ernment that is unyielding in pushing through land uses that are of-
ten either environmentally destructive or culturally insensitive. The 
Karig Estates and Potomac Yard Metro actions are examples of the 
former and the vote to add lights to the T.C. Williams football stadium 
is emblematic of the latter. 

These decisions embroiled the city in lawsuits over Karig and T.C. 
They have also left many city residents shaking their heads in dis-
belief, and reasonably wondering why greater effort wasn’t made to 
reach real compromise. 

In the case of Karig, meaningful accommodation would have in-
volved relatively minor changes in setbacks. Finding a different lo-
cation for Friday night lights and moving the Metro a short distance 
would have been more difficult as they would have delayed those proj-
ects, but sometimes a delay is a small price to pay for getting a decision 
right.

So, when Chatham Square homeowners petitioned city council to 
allow them to park on surrounding streets rather than just in their ga-
rages – which the 2002 development special use permit for the project 
did not allow – it seemed like another contentious council decision 
was looming. 

Residents said their garages were too small to hold two cars. Near-
by neighbors said there wasn’t enough room on surrounding streets 
for Chatham residents’ cars. Others worried about the precedent that 
changing this DSUP would set, as it might open the floodgates for any 
development similarly restricted to contest its parking restrictions.

Instead, like the script from a Hallmark movie, the residents them-
selves worked out a compromise, with an unlikely assist from city 
council’s marathon Oct. 13 public hearing about lights at T.C. Wil-
liams High School.

As those contesting the Chatham petition sat in the council break 
room for hours during the lengthy debate on T.C. lights, a funny thing 
happened: they began talking. They realized there was a potential 
compromise to be had, so they kept talking even after the T.C. lights 
vote.

The resulting compromise is striking in its apparent fairness to all 
parties. Chatham Square residents are still required to keep their first 
car in their garages, meaning most vehicles will still be parked off 
street. But those with two vehicles will be allowed to park the second 
one on the street, meaning residents won’t have to continue cram-
ming them into extremely tight quarters. And thus a fairly limited, 
rather than sweeping, precedent was set.

We wish this course of action could become the norm in Alexan-
dria. Doing so would require more instances where city residents on 
both sides of acrimonious issues sit down together without city staff or 
elected officials and attempt to work out their differences. 

Real compromise, where neither side gets all they want but the con-
cerns of all are addressed, is possible on many issues. Maybe this is the 
start of a trend.

Could compromise 
become a trend?

SEE STADIUM | 43
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those 
of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive 

the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
To submit a letter, send an email to letters@alextimes.com

To the editor:
On Oct. 13, city council vot-

ed 6-1 to approve lights and other 
upgrades to Parker-Gray Stadium 
at T.C. Williams High School. As 
those who have followed the debate 
surrounding the stadium upgrades 
know, the lights have been the most 
controversial aspect of the propos-
al.

While there are many good rea-
sons to favor the upgrade, includ-
ing the lights, those who favored 
the upgrade should realize that this 
comes with substantial, real costs 
to the largely African American 
community directly adjacent to the 
stadium, a fact that appeared to be 
little appreciated by most of those 
who spoke in favor of the upgrade 
at the council public hearing. These 
costs include a likely drop in prop-
erty values, increased noise, trash, 
traffic and general erosion of the 
quality of life in that neighborhood. 

A promise by the city and school 
board was made when the first T.C. 
Williams High School was erect-
ed in 1965, re-enforced and doc-
umented in 2004 in the develop-
mental special use permit when the 
school expanded and respected in 
2014 when lights were installed on 
the tennis courts. The promise was 
that no permanent stadium lighting 
would be installed on any athletic 
high school field in consideration of 
the quality of life of the adjoining 
neighborhoods. That promise has 
now unilaterally been broken.  

This is not the first time that 
this distinguished African Amer-
ican community, whose roots in 
Alexandria go back for at least 150 
years, has had to bear significant 
costs that benefit other city resi-
dents.  All residents of Alexandria 
would do well to read with care the 
Alexandria Times article “The his-
tory beneath T.C. Williams” that 
ran on the front page of the Oct. 11 
edition.  The treatment of this com-
munity, as described in the article, 
tells a story in which no decent cit-
izen of Alexandria can take pride.

While it is true that city coun-
cil also approved conditions added 
in response to neighborhood con-
cerns, including the installation 
of a fence, the limitation of event 
hours and the creation of a forum 
for discussion and conflict reso-
lution between the neighbors and 
Alexandria City Public Schools, 
it remains clear that the city gov-
ernment has unilaterally broken a 
promise to some of its citizens. This 
historic African-American commu-
nity will again unfairly bear costs 
for the benefit of others – a fact 
that should be noted as a caution-
ary tale by all Alexandria citizens.

More than two millennia ago, 
the Greek historian Thucydides 
wrote, “Right, as the world goes, 
is only in question between equals 
in power, while the strong do what 
they will, the weak suffer what they 
must.”

Closer to our own day, the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote, 
“The arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice.”

Considering the Oct. 13 city 
council vote, it appears that despite 
its “deep blue” liberal reputation, 
Thucydides is closer to the mark 
than King in describing our city.

But all may not (yet) be lost. 
Some of the speakers on Saturday 
put forth constructive suggestions 
for ways to compensate in a tan-
gible manner the affected commu-
nity, or to explore alternative sites 
for a stadium for city-wide use, but 
they were ignored. There is also to 
be considered a lawsuit filed in Au-
gust by the affected neighborhood 
residents to block this project, but 
no trial date has been set. 

I therefore urge that the city 
government and ACPS explore al-
ternatives to the Parker-Gray Stadi-
um project, with full participation 
by residents of the neighborhood 
affected. This is surely a better op-
tion than a lawsuit. Perhaps we can 
prove King right after all.

-Charles Ziegler,
Alexandria

City unilaterally 
broke a promiseTo the editor:

Homeowners, small business 
owners, parents, elderly and youth 
will have a champion for their con-
cerns if Kevin Dunne is elected to 
city council on Nov. 6. 

 Dunne has spent the last year 
listening to Alexandria’s civic as-
sociations and has heard many 
stories of the city’s current lead-
ership, elected and unelected, and 
their failure to align their actions 
with the voiced wishes of the elec-
torate. He has heard the concerns 
of homeowners who fear that ris-
ing taxes will force elderly, long-
time citizens to leave the city.  

He has met with more than 100 
small business owners in Alex-
andria and heard about the dis-
incentives that exist for keeping 
these important employers located 
in Alexandria. And he has heard 
parents’ concerns that untethered 
multi-family housing development 
has resulted in overcrowded and 
under-performing schools.  

Still in his twenties, Dunne 
knows that the future is at stake 
in the decisions that will be made 
by our council. He wants youth to 
have a reasonable voice to repre-
sent them and ensure our future 
city is livable, rather than saddle 
them with daunting levels of city 
debt.  

 Dunne promotes the concept 
of increasing personal financial 
independence and dignity with 

new vocational training pro-
grams – reducing financial de-
pendence on taxpayer-subsidized 
programs. This view has earned 
him the endorsement of the Key-
stone + Mountain + Lakes Region-
al Council of Carpenters, a group 
that represents carpenters in Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and Pennsyl-
vania, and recruits T.C. Williams 
students.  

 Dunne supports residential 
and commercial growth for Alex-
andria if it is smart, rather than 
haphazard growth with surprising 
associated, unfunded costs. He has 
attended many city listening ses-
sions and seen and heard the arro-
gance of city representatives who 
are checking a box, and not real-
ly listening. He believes that city 
council members have abdicated 
their authority to unelected staff, 
many of whom may not even live 
in Alexandria. He wants to change 
city administration from being 
staff-led to staff-guided.    

 Dunne is campaigning to bring 
innovative, integrative technolo-
gies to the forefront in evaluating 
and addressing our city’s problems. 
He will be an energetic, intelligent, 
articulate voice for fiscal respon-
sibility, limited borrowing and ju-
dicious financial decisions.  Kevin 
Dunne is a smart choice for Alexan-
dria City Council.

 -Linda App,
Alexandria

Why I’m voting for Kevin 
Dunne for council

actually has a long, painful history 
at this spot? 

The Woods families, the de-
scendants of the Fort Ward and 
Seminary families, have earned 
the right to a peaceful life. The 

planning commission and city 
council were wrong to approve the 
half-baked, inconsiderate plans 
for stadium lights and late-night 
games every day at T.C. Williams 
High School.

-Kathleen Kust,
Alexandria
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What do you think of city council's compromise 
decision to allow Chatham Square residents to park 
their second car, if they have one, on the street while 
requiring their first vehicle be kept in a garage?
A) I like it. It was a creative compromise.
B) I disagree. It sets a precedent that may further 
squeeze parking for residents city-wide.
C) I'm not sure.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week

What's the most important issue in the 
Alexandria School Board election this 
year?
46% - Increasing academic success. 
34% - Addressing capacity.
8% - Improving security.
7% - Ensuring equity.
5% - Other.
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Most cities have had a 
great fire. Alexandria’s was 
Jan. 18, 1827. Beginning in 
the warehouse of Green’s 
Furniture Factory, on Royal 
Street, it moved over to Price 
Street, all the way down to 
Union Street.  Imagine the 
fire catching on the contents 
in a furniture factory – saw-
dust, wood, fabric, glue – all 
very combustible and capable 
of feeding a rapidly spread-
ing fire. 

The temperature was 13 
degrees when the alarm rang 
out. A circus was in town and 
the manager, a Mr. Brown, 
rode to get help from D.C. 
(which Alexandria was still 
a part of) and Georgetown. 
Along with the Library of 
Congress, the Navy Yard 
closed to assist with this con-
flagration. 

Michael Shiner, a slave 
owned by Navy Yard Chief 
Clerk Thomas Howard, who 
leased Shiner to the yard, 
kept a journal and wrote this, 
[sic]: “Washington navy yard 
commerder thomas tingey  
[was ordered] to send every 
Mercanic and laborers and 
engines out of the yard and 
every man that Wher able 
to travel and orders Wher 
obeyed promptly by com-
manders and the men Wher 
dispatched in Double quick 
time and the people of Wash-
ington and george town 
Went hand to hand to assist 
them in putting fiers out.” 

There were about 300 em-
ployees who assisted that day 
from the Navy Yard.

The Jan. 23, 1827 Alexan-
dria Gazette contained the 
following in its coverage of 
the fire:

“It would be fruitless, if 
not invidious, to distinguish 
between the services of our 
friends of Washington and 
Georgetown; suffice it to say 
that every engine and hose 
was sent to our aid and every 

man that could be spared, 
was with us. Congress ad-
journed-the Navy Yard and 
public offices were closed-
the Marine Corp under Cap-
tain Howle, came down in 
a body-Artificers from the 
War Department were sent 
with their implements to 
blow up and pull down hous-
es-the Secretary of War and 
many members of Congress 
worked in our ranks-the toll 
gates at the bridges were 

thrown open- and in fact, 
everything was done for us 
which moral power could 
suggest, or physical accom-
plish.”

Beginning at nine in the 
morning, “For five hours 
the flames were rushing 
from house to house with 
increasing fury-furniture 
and goods were scattered 
in every direction, women 
and children were flying for 
safety, and houses that were 
not burnt were often on fire, 
sometimes a dozen at once. 
Language cannot paint so 
distressing a picture, nor 
will those who did not see 
the original, ever be able to 
paint it in their imagina-
tion.”

Surprisingly, there was 
only one fatality in the fire. 
However, 53 buildings were 
destroyed and final damage 
totaled $107, 277.

Fire Prevention Week is 
observed each year during 
the week of Oct. 9 in com-
memoration of the Great 
Chicago Fire, which began 
on Oct. 8, 1871, and caused 
devastating damage. This 
horrific conflagration killed 
more than 250 people, left 
100,000 homeless, destroyed 
more than 17,400 structures 
and burned more than 2,000 
acres of land.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

The great fire of Alexandria

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
1870s Furniture made by the Green Furniture Factory can be seen 
in the Friendship Firehouse Museum.
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Weekly Words

32. Liqueur flavoring
33. Japanese IT giant
34. "The Facts of Life" cast member
36. Thurmond of the NBA
38. "The ___ Jakes"
40. Marine of classic TV
42. Scary jungle sound
43. Thing surrounded by water
44. Boggy material
45. Lucy's classic TV friend
46. Curtain material
47. Patronize, as a restaurant
48. Concession stand offering
49. Use hip boots
50. Varsity starting groups
51. "___ & Mrs. Miller"
59. Some batteries
61. One paid to catch flies?
63. In ___ (bogged down)
65. Cherry parts
66. Larry Fine was one
67. Large flightless bird
69. Harsh
71. Provide confidence to
72. Tec or PI, e.g.
74. Sounds made with raised 

eyebrows
76. Rx alternative
77. It was used before Windows
78. French WWI soldier
79. Moccasin to avoid
82. Long account on film

84. Light provider
85. Ingredient in bubble baths
86. ___ gin fizz
88. Just give a hint of color
90. Emulates wanderers
94. Short ticker tapes?
95. Thing viewed in an office
97. Bump, as a toe
99. Potent suffix?
100. Sound that turns heads
102. Concluding passage with a 

quicker tempo
103. Mork's signoffs
104. "This ___ recording"
105. Like today's fashions
111. Animated rabbit hunter
112. U.S. patriot Silas
113. Bert's good friend
114. Sundown, in old poetry
116. Major heart valve
117. Pasture shade
118. Farmer's supply
119. "It's ___ cry from ..."
120. Alaskan city
121. Initials for the best athlete?
123. Hit with a fastball
125. Valuable cards
128. "Scram!" kin
129. ADA member's degree
130. Summer cooler
131. Keyboard key
132. In, soon-to-be-out thing

MOOSE CHANGE  By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Where you are working now?
7. Mall attraction
13. ___ out (discontinued)
19. Coat for ewe
20. Russian or Polish, e.g.
21. How some are armed
22. Weed-smoker in the forest?
25. Commonly, in old poetry
26. Gun lobby org.
27. Ten in Latin
28. Having adolescent pimples
29. Shoplifted
31. Gets one's groove on
35. Redhead maker
37. Stared-at hanging
39. "New" prefix
40. Prefix with graph
41. What a tap washer may prevent
45. Bullwinkle redoes an Eastwood 
film?
52. Transformer in fairy tales
53. "Tab" attachments?
54. N.L. part
55. "Hold on a ___!"
56. Chef's phrase
57. Line drive in the gap
58. Common beverage
60. Adjective for an ocean
62. Wedge-shaped mark
64. Passed by

68. Dazed
70. Speed detector
73. Free elk's kin's motto?
75. Things on some spooked 
Alaskans?
80. Like warriors
81. A part of some suits
83. Stereotypical oilman's hat
84. Roping rope
87. Unit of progress
89. Grand ___ of wine
91. A day in Spain
92. Word with thumbs or star
93. Ring thing
96. Flower or eye part
98. "... good witch ___ bad witch?"
100. Eleventh president
101. Alaskan creature's "cellular 
glue"?
106. Amanda of Hollywood
107. Pesky little insect
108. Find a function for
109. Centennial triplets?
110. Plant oozing
112. Humiliate
115. Male deer
119. A real sweetheart
122. Potato, e.g.
124. Be nourished
126. Rocky deposit
127. Like a creature with no attach-

ments?
133. Any college athlete
134. Thing on all fours
135. Highly jubilant
136. Zippy comeback
137. "You ___ bother"
138. Chairs or vehicle types

DOWN
1 Naturals, in hairstyles
2. Split in a chin
3. Verso's opposite
4. Atop, in the year 1550
5. View around you
6. Scorch a bit of meat
7. Longtime CBS drama no more
8. Middle of a soliloquy?
9. A Bobbsey
10. Escape detection
11. Good things to run
12. Like many appliances
13. Golf tee
14. Esther's villain
15. Dip type
16. Attachment to ten or pen
17. "What ___ can I do?"
18. Became a brunette overnight
21. Bone in the arm
23. Young little fella
24. Post-op recovery
30. Canned fat

MARLYN E. AYCOCK (88), of Alexandria, Oct. 11, 2018

ELILEEN D. BROERTJES (94), of Alexandria, Oct. 16, 2018

SARAH “SALLY” CHRISTIAN (58), formerly of Alexandria,  
Oct. 12, 2018

CAROLYN “CANDY” MCDOWELL (99), of Alexandria, Oct. 3, 
2018

ETHEL V. NELSON, of Alexandria, Oct. 12, 2018

MARVIN “MARV” REDFIELD (96), formerly of Alexandria, 
 Oct. 10, 2018

GRACE C. SILLS (81), of Alexandria, Oct. 10, 2018

MICHAEL A. WELCH (61), formerly of Alexandria,  
Sept. 30, 2018

RAYMOND J. WELCH (92), of Alexandria, June 20, 2018

EMILY R. ZEGEER (94), of Alexandria, Oct. 17, 2018

DEATH NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE 

OF REAL PROPERTY
TO ALL PARTIES IN INTER-

EST AND CLAIMANTS:

The real estate and improve-
ments, if any, located at and 
known as 16755 Edger Woods 
Road New Park, PA 17352 will 
be sold by the Sheriff of York 
County on

Date of Sale: December 03, 2018 
Time of Sale: 2:00p.m. Place of 
Sale: York County Judicial Cen-
ter, 45 N. George Street, York, 
PA 17401.

This sale is being held on a 
Judgment in Mortgage Fore-
closure filed under Docket No. 
2017-SU-002408 in the Court of 
Common Pleas of York County 
by U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation, as Indenture Trustee 
on behalf of and with respect 
to Ajax Mortgage Loan Trust 
2016-C, Mortgage-Backed 
Notes, Series 2016-C, Plaintiff 
against The Estate of Luther 
Dean Smith, II, A/K/A Luther 
Dean Smith, III, Deceased, By 
and Through its Administra-
trix, Barbara A. Fein, Esquire, 
in Her Capacity Solely as its 
Administratrix and Not in Her 
Individual Capacity, and Dylan 
M. Smith and Elizabel, Defen-
dant(s). Judgment was entered 
on July 25, 2018 in the amount 
of $203,600.10. The property 
was seized and taken in exe-
cution as the property of The 
Estate of Luther Dean Smith, 
II, A/K/A Luther Dean Smith, 
III, Deceased, By and Through 
its Administratrix, Barbara A. 
Fein, Esquire, in Her Capacity 
Solely as its Administratrix and 
Not in Her Individual Capac-
ity, and Dylan M. Smith and 
Elizabet.

The property to be sold at Sher-
iff 's Sale is described as follows:

THE LAND DESCRIBED 
HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
COUNTY OF YORK, CITY OF 
NEW PARK, AND IS DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

ALL THAT CERTAIN LOT 
OR PIECE OF GROUND 
WITH THE IMPROVEMENTS 
THEREON ERECTED SIT-
UATE IN EAST HOPEWELL 
TOWNSHIP, YORK COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA. BEING LOT 
NO. 3 AS SHOWN ON "FINAL 
PLAN LEONARD V. MILES" 
MADE BY JOSEPH W.SHAW, 
R.S., STEWARTSTOWN, 
PENNSYLVANIA, SAID PLAN 
BEING RECORDED IN YORK 
COUNTY RECORDER OF 
DEEDS OFFICE IN PLAN 
BOOK I, PAGE 954, MORE 
PARTICULARLY BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS, TO WIT:

BEGINNING AT A POINT 
SET ON THE TITLE LINE 
IN THE BED OF EDGAR 
WOODS ROAD (T-825), A 
CORNER OF LANDS NOW OR 
FORMERLY OF DALE MUN-
DIS; THENCE EXTENDING 
FROM SAID BEGINNING 
POINT AND MEASURED 
ALONG SAID LANDS AND 
LANDS NOW OR FORMER-
LY OF FRANK A. TROVSTO, 
SR. SUBDIVISION, NORTH 
SIXTY-THREE (63) DEGREES 
ZERO (00) MINUTES ZERO 
(00) SECONDS EAST, TWO 
HUNDRED TWENTY-SEVEN 
AND FORTY-SEVEN ONE 
T TO A POINT, A CORNER 
OF REMAINING ACRES OF 
THIS SUBDIVISION; THENCE 
EXTENDING ALONG SAID 
LANDS, SOUTH TWEN-
TY-NINE (29) DEGREES 
TWENTY-SIX (26) MINUTES 
THIRTY-ONE (31) SECONDS 
EAST, ONE HUNDRED NINE-
TY AND FORTY-NINE ONE-
HUNDREDTHS (190.49) FEET 
TO AN IRON PIPE, A COR-
NER OF LOT NO. 1, THENCE 
EXTENDING ALONG SAID 
LOT, SOUTH SIXTY (60) 
DEGREES THIRTY-SIX (36) 
MINUTES EIGHTEEN (18) 
SECONDS WEST, TWO 
HUNDRED TWENTY-SEV-
EN AND FORTY-SEVEN 
ONE-HUNDREDTHS (227.47) 
FEET TO A POINT SET ON 
THE TITLE LINE IN WE BED 

OF EDGAR WOODS ROAD (T-
825), AFORESAID; THENCE 
EXTENDING ALONG SAME. 
NORTH TWENTY-NINE (29) 
DEGREES TWENTY-TWO (22) 
MINUTES FIFTY-FIVE (55) 
SECONDS WEST, TWO HUN-
DRED AND NO ONE-HUN-
DREDTHS (200.00) FEET TO 
A POINT, THE FIRST MEN-
TIONED POINT AND PLACE 
OF BEGINNING. CONTAIN-
ING 1.015 ACRES (AS SHOWN 
ON SAID PLAN).

Tax ID #25-000-CL-
0061-B0-00000

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES WHICH LUTHER DEAN 
SMITH, III AND MARY M. 
SMITH, BY DEED DATED 
10/16/2006 AND RECORDED 
6/20/2007 IN DEED BOOK 
1901 PAGE 8643 CONVEYED 
UNTO LUTHER DEAN 
SMITH, III.

IMPROVEMENTS: Residential 
Dwelling

A schedule of distribution 
will be filed by the Sheriff on 
a date specified by the Sheriff 
no later than 30 days after said 
sale, and distribution will be 
made in accordance with the 
schedule unless exceptions are 
filed thereto within ten (10) 
days after the date of the filing 
of said schedule. Judgment 
was recovered in the Court of 
Common Pleas of York County 
Civil Action No. 2017-SU-
002408. You should check with 
the Sheriff 's Office by calling 
(717) 7719601 --press 4 then 1 
to determine the actual date of 
the filing of the schedule. No 
further notice of the filing of 
the Schedule of Distribution 
will be given.

Richard P. Keucrleber, Sheriff of 
York County

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.
For information about this 
application or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or 
call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2018-
00102
405 Fannon Street – Proposed 
Business: Child Care Provider
Request for a new administra-
tive Special Use Permit for a 
child care provider; zoned I/
Industrial 
APPLICANT: Abderrahim 
Moussaif
PLANNER: Max Ewart- Max.
Ewart@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may 
be approved administratively 
by the Director of Planning 
and Zoning.  If you have any 
comments regarding the 
proposal above, please contact 
Planning and Zoning staff at 
703.746.4666 or email the plan-
ner listed no later than Novem-
ber 8, 2018

Alexandria Board of  
Architectural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria 
District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, November 
7, 2018 beginning at 7:30 
PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second f loor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

The following case descriptions 
have been revised. All other 
preciously-advertised cases for 
the above hearings remain the 
same.  

BAR #2018-00352

Request for new construction at 
1101 North Washington Street 
Applicant: Toll Mid-Atlantic LP 
Company, INC 

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY  

COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 2018

The items described below 
will be heard by the Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council on the dates and times 
listed below.  NOTICE:  Some 
of the items listed below may be 
placed on a consent calendar. A 
consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless 
someone asks that it be taken 
off the consent calendar and 
considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
and Zoning at 703-746-4666 or 
visit www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 
2018
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY 
COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 
2018
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
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THE ITEM BELOW HAS 
BEEN MOVED FROM THE 
NOVEMBER 1 PLANNING 
COMMISSION PUBLIC 
HEARING TO THE 
NOVEMBER 8 PLANNING 
COMMISSION PUBLIC 
HEARING.  ALL OTHER 
PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED 
CASES FOR THE ABOVE 
HEARINGS WILL REMAIN 
THE SAME.

Recommendation: Eisenhower 
West-Landmark Van Dorn 
Developer Contribution Policy 
Staff: City of Alexandria 
Department of Planning and 
Zoning

COIN SHOWS
RICHMOND COIN AND 
CURRENCY SHOW, October 
19-21, Fri-Sat 10-6, Sun 10-3
Acca Shrine Center, 1712 
Bellevue Avenue, Richmond. 
Free parking, admission, and 
appraisals. Weekend Raffle!
www.richmondcoinclub.com, 
Bill Scott 804-350-1140

AUCTIONS
AUCTION - Gray Auctions Co. 
VA#1104 Consignment & 
Estate Auction 
Sat. Oct. 27, 2018 @ 9:00 A.M. 
Gray Auctions Yard, 14089 
Robinson Rd,
Stony Creek, VA 23882 www.
graycoservices.com or Call Joe 
Gray at 804-943-3506

FORECLOSURE AUCTION 
- November 7 at 1 pm 
on site. 27 Valley Street, 
Pulaski, Virginia. Jefferson 
Yarn Manufacturing.  
5.58 acres | 205,741 
+/- sf. Walker Commercial 
Services, Inc. www.
walkercommercialservices.
com 540-344-6160. VAAF 
#549

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE 
70+ HEREFORD FEMALES sell 
Saturday, November 10, 2018 
at 11:00 a.m. at Rockingham 
County Fairgrounds in 
Harrisonburg, VA. For info call 
540-848-4834.

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 

Aviation training.  Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204-4130

MISCELLANEOUS 
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00‐ MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill‐ Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

NORTH CAROLINA 
LAKEFRONT 
PROPERTY

DOCKABLE LAKE LOTS FOR 
SALE! LAKE HICKORY, NORTH 
CAROLINA. Gated communi-
ty in Western, NC. Offering 
underground utilities, fishing, 
boating, swimming & more. 
Call now! ** (828) 312-3765 
**

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

MADISON COUNTY - 3 ACRE 
wooded home site with 
streams. Community pool, 
lake, clubhouse. Minutes from 
Rt 29. Bargain at $80,000. I'll 

Finance. Low Down Payment. 
434-534-1681
 
HOMESTEADER'S ESCAPE - 
15 ACRES in Central Virginia. 
State road front, mostly wood-
ed, near level, small isolated 
clearing for your backwoods 
cabin. Only $70,000. 434-534-
1681.
 
40 ACRES - SMALL LAKE, 2 
old greens from defunct golf 
course. Septic approved. 
Fantastic homesite, $200,000 
and I'll finance. Bedford Coun-
ty. 434-534-1681
 

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook) 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Es-
pañol. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: CER-
TIFED BUYER will PAY CA$H 
for R12 cylinders or cases of 
cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com
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PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Bottle & Cork Inc. 

Unwined

1600 Belle View Blvd

Alexandria 22307

 Wine and Beer Off Premise

Vanessa Moore, Owner

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

703.627.5421
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

A Fall Harvest of Homes

Call Babs today to preview any of these exciting homes! 

711 S. Union Street - $1,535,000 130 N. Columbus Street - $1,520,000 36 Alexander Street - $1,495,000

418 S. Royal Street - $1,395,000 307 Wolfe Street - $1,385,000

727 S. Lee Street - $1,250,000318 Duke Street - $1,299,000


