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THE RESERVE AT MAY HILL
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM THE MID $800s

6318 May Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22310 
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Comfort

Personal touch, advocacy for 
residents define governing style
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

As she looks back on her time as 
mayor, Allison Silberberg’s reflections 
are built from stories of the events 
she’s attended and the residents she’s 
met over the past three years.

It’s not unusual for her sentences 

to begin with “So-and-so was telling 
me the other day …” or “When I visit-
ed one of the elementary schools last 
month …” or “I was at a funeral this 
morning for …” or countless combina-
tions of people and places. 

Silberberg infused herself into the 
community with each ribbon cutting, 

Allison Silberberg  
reflects on term as mayor

SEE SILBERBERG | 12

Superintendent, school 
board members offer 
varying approaches
BY DENISE DUNBAR

A l e x a n d r i a ’ s 
T.C. Williams High 
School has a seri-
ous overcrowding 
problem. 

On that one 
point, there is to-
tal agreement be-
tween Alexandria 
City Public Schools 
administrators, school board 
members and the communi-
ty at large. There’s consider-
ably less consensus around 

the best way to solve the 
problem.

In a classic “which comes 
first” conundrum, there’s a 

tug-of-war taking 
place between new 
Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutch-
ings, Ed.D. and the 
school board about 
whether a new pro-
grammatic vision 
should come first, 
which is Hutchings’ 
preferred approach, 

or whether plans for expand-
ed seating need to be the 

Solution to T.C. 
overcrowding  
remains elusive

SEE OVERCROWDING | 7

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

20-year-old killed,  
suspect charged
BY MISSY SCHROTT

A 20-year-old Alexandria 
woman was killed in a shoot-
ing Dec. 7, according to the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment. This is the fourth ho-
micide in Alexandria in 2018. 

Police were dispatched 
to the 5500 block of Holmes 
Run Parkway for a possible 

shooting at approximately 
9:46 a.m. on Dec. 7, according 
to a news release. Upon arriv-
ing, officers found the wom-
an suffering an injury to the 
upper body. She died shortly 
after at a local hospital.

Police identified the 
woman as Diamond Moore of 
Alexandria, a T.C. Williams 
graduate.

Fourth homicide in 2018

SEE HOMICIDE | 4

 FILE PHOTO
Allison Silberberg walks in the 2017 George Washington Birthday Parade. She has served 
as Alexandria's mayor for three years, and was vice mayor for the three prior years. 
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service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lorraine Arora, Managing Broker: 703-836-1464    Lorraine.Arora@PenFedRealty.com

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire 
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Hayfield Farm - 4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths 
home with hardwood floors on upper 
level. Stone tile on lower level.  3 seasons 
room with cathedral ceiling, skylights and 
doors to a wraparound deck overlooking 
a fully fenced lot with garden boxes.

ALEXANDRIA $499,990

Potomac Greens - 3 Bedrooms 2 Full 
Baths 2 Half Baths. Spacious end unit 
located in a thriving neighborhood. 
Open floor plan with hardwood 
floors on main and bedroom levels. 
Chef’s kitchen. Rooftop terrace!

ALEXANDRIA $844,900  

Portners Landing 
- Beautiful, pris-
tine 3 Bedrooms, 
3 Full Baths, 1 
Half Bath, 2 car 
garage Old Town 
residence.  
Special features 
include heated 
travertine floors on lower level, 
updated kitchen with granite counter 
tops, and more. A must see!

ALEXANDRIA $980,000

Fairfax Station - 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths. 
Easy access to Fairfax County Pkwy & 123/
Ox Rd. Four finished levels with hard-
woods throughout. Elegant two story 
foyer, detailed wood ceiling in living room 
and chef’s kitchen. Garage parking for 4.

FAIRFAX $899,900  

Del Ray - 6 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths,1 
Garage. Customize your luxury dream 
home. Living in Del Ray is unique! 
Minutes to restaurants, shopping 
areas, and National Airport. 

Come be  
a part of  

a great Team!
 JOIN THE BEST

BE THE BEST
Call today to get more 

information.
703-346-5587

Lincolnia Heights - 4 Bedrooms, 3 
Full Baths. Great location! Close to 395, 
Mark Center, The Pentagon, National 
Landing—the new home of Amazon 
headquarters--and DC. No HOA, neigh-
borhood pool membership available.

The Pinecrest - 2 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths. 
Located inside the beltway. Minutes to 
495 and 395. 3 finished levels, walkout 
basement, brick patio, oversized deck, 
large kitchen island, granite counter-
tops and new stainless steel appliances.

ALEXANDRIA $434,900  

 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

          
 COMING SOON

ALEXANDRIA $1,750,000  

ALEXANDRIA $495,000  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

A Christmas Carol                           11/30-12/16

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserable, 
bitter old miser travels with 
ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, and 
future to find the true meaning 
of the holidays. Complete 
with special effects, Victorian 
carols, and Tiny Tim.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Little Carmen, on behalf of all of the adoptable pets of 
Alexandria, would like to thank you, our readers, for your 

generous support of the Shelter this year.

With your donations, the Alexandria Shelter has been able 
to locate loving, permanent homes for many orphaned 

cats & dogs.

If you’re able, please consider making another tax-deductible 
contribution for the care of Carmen and her friends.  They 

thank you from the bottom of their little hearts.

PLEASE VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org to donate online  
or call 703-746-4774 for more info.

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Home for the Holidays ~ 

WMATA to receive $20 million 
grant for Virginia stations

WMATA will receive $20 
million in federal funds for 
platform work at seven out-
door Metro stations in Vir-
ginia, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation announced 
Tuesday.

The funding is provid-

ed through the DOT’s Bet-
ter Utilizing Investment to 
Leverage Development grant 
program, according to a 
press release. 

The seven stations are 
Braddock Road, Eisenhower 
Avenue, Franconia-Spring-

field, Huntington, King 
Street, National Airport and 
Van Dorn Street. The funding 
will be used to restore plat-
forms, increase safety and 
improve rider experience, ac-
cording to the release.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Nearly 30 students from 
Mount Vernon Communi-
ty School visited Sen. Mark 
Warner (D-Va.) for a Christ-
mas tree trimming party at 

his office in the U.S. Capitol 
on Wednesday morning, ac-
cording to a news release.

The attendees were  
MVCS’ 23 student council 

representatives and six cap-
tain patrols. Each had brought 
handmade ornaments to dec-
orate Warner’s 10-foot tree.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

ACPS students visit Sen. Warner’s office
COURTESY PHOTO

Campagna Center to be con-
verted into condos

The Campagna Center 
building at 418 S. Wash-
ington St. is under contract 
with D.C.’s J Street Compa-
nies, a group that plans to 
turn the building into con-
dominiums, according to a 

Dec. 11 Washington Busi-
ness Journal article. 

The 17,000-square-foot 
building was construct-
ed in 1812. The Campagna 
Center, a nonprofit human 
services organization, has 

been based there since the 
early 1980s. 

The nonprofit will relo-
cate after the deal closes, 
according to the article.

-mschrott@
alextimes.com
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CRIME

Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

On Saturday, detectives 
charged William Thomas 
Layton, 32, of Largo, Mary-
land with murder, possession 
of a firearm by a violent felon 
and use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony, ac-
cording to a news release. He 
is being held without bond 
in the Alexandria Detention 
Center.

The investigation is on-
going. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to contact 
Detective Loren King at 703-
746-6689.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

HOMICIDE FROM | 1

DIAMOND MOORE

Police investigate robbery  
conducted with fake firearm

Police reported a robbery 
in the 4600 block of Duke 
Street on Tuesday after-
noon. 

Two suspects displayed a 

fake firearm to commit the 
robbery and shortly after, 
were apprehended by police, 
according to a news release. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

The Del Ray Business 
Association presented 
its Star Awards at Lena’s 
Wood-Fired Pizza & Tap 
on Monday. 

Sean Crumley, a long-
time volunteer, won the 
Citizen Award; Communi-
ty Club Kids, a group of 11 
seventh and eighth graders 
from George Washington 
Middle School, won the 
Youth Award and Lauren 
Fisher of Del Ray Psych and 
Wellness won the Business 
Award. 

Fisher is a board mem-
ber who created and 
chaired the Candy Cane 
Bar Crawl and the Spring 
Bar Crawl and plays a major 
role on the DRBA’s health 
and wellness committee.

The DRBA also held its 

Candy Cane Bar Crawl on 
Saturday, raising $7,000 
for Mount Vernon Com-
munity School’s Blessings 

in a Backpack program and 
Cora Kelley’s ALIVE Week-
end Food Packs.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Del Ray Business Association 
presents Star Awards

COURTESY PHOTO
The DRBA board members. 
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      Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as 
Compass in Virginia and Maryland. Alexandria — 106 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 - 703.277.2152  |  McLean — 6849 Old Dominion Drive Suite 360, McLean, VA 22101 - 703.310.6111  |  3001 Washington Blvd Suite 400, Arlington, VA 22201 - 703.266.7277

Guiding you home in 
Virginia and beyond

COMING SOON

704 Little Street 
4 Bed 3.5 Bath   |   $799,900

6212 Randall Court 
4 Bed 2.5 Bath   |   $799,900

Sue Goodhart & Allison Goodhart DuShuttle  
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com  
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com 
703.362.3221 
thegoodhartgroup.com

Sue Goodhart & Allison Goodhart DuShuttle  
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com  
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com 
703.362.3221 
thegoodhartgroup.com

9433/9437 Ferry Landing Court 
2 Lots Available   |   $1.6M - $1.7M

Joy Deevy and Stephanie White 
Joy Deevy 703.930.5198 
Stephanie White 703.489.5045
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

400 South Washington Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

©2018 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Are you wondering how Amazon's HQ2 move to Crystal City 
(National Landing) will affect your property value or the local market 
inventory? Are you wondering if this is the time to sell, buy, or invest? 
Let's have coffee and talk about it!

606 President Ford Lane | Active 

Offered for $1,975,000

206 N Quaker Lane | Contract

Offered for $1,249,000

300 Virginia Avenue | Sold

Offered for $1,795,000

1450 N Gaillard Street | Sold

Offered for $1,269,000

1507 Stonewall Road | Sold

Offered for $1,195,000

813 Beverley Drive | Sold 

Offered for $1,137,000

714 Carpenter Road | Sold

Offered for $830,000

1101 Collingwood Road | Sold

Offered for $600,000

1221 Portner Road | Sold

Offered for $525,000

Notable 2018 Sales
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priority, which most school 
board members appear to 
prefer. One approach is liter-
ally concrete while the other 
requires more imagination – 
and a leap of faith.

This decision is being 
complicated by several fac-
tors, most notably timing. 
Hutchings recently celebrat-
ed his 100th day as superin-
tendent. Prior to his arrival 
in July, the school board ap-
proved a process that includ-
ed a presentation this fall 
and vote on the issue before 
the end of 2018. 

But because the local 
election was held in the midst 
of this process – and five of 
the nine board seats will be 
occupied by new members 
come January – it meant a 
lame-duck board was being 
asked to approve the big-
gest school-related decision 
in years.  Meanwhile, the 
five new members have been 
powerless to weigh in as this 
saga has played out; all they 
can do is attend meetings 
and observe.

Because of the current 
board’s strenuous pushback 
to the superintendent’s pro-
posal, coupled with the tim-
ing issue, the vote on a ca-
pacity plan was postponed 
from the school board’s Dec. 
6 meeting to its Jan. 24, 2019 
meeting. 

What follows is a look at 
various aspects of this de-
cision process. It’s based on 
comments made by ACPS 
administrators and school 
board members at the Nov. 
8 and Dec. 6 school board 
meetings and the Nov. 26 
work session, as well as in-
terviews with Hutchings, 
ACPS Chief Operating Offi-
cer Mignon Anthony, ACPS 
Communications Director 
Helen Lloyd, School Board 
Member Margaret Lorber, in-
coming School Board Mem-
bers Michelle Rief and Chris 
Suarez and Melynda Wilcox, 
former PTA council head.

The overcrowding prob-
lem

According to the ACPS 
website, there are 3,959 stu-
dents total between the main 
T.C. Williams campus at 
3330 King St. and the Minnie 
Howard building a few blocks 
away at 3801 Braddock Road. 
Of that total, 2,803 students 
attend grades 10 through 12 
in the main building, which 
was rebuilt in 2007 with a ca-
pacity of 2,500. 

The remaining 1,156 stu-
dents attend ninth grade at 
Minnie Howard, which was 
built in 1954 as an elemen-
tary school. The 64-year-old 
Minnie Howard building is 
widely considered rundown 
and in need of either exten-
sive refurbishing or a tear-
down and rebuild. Through 
the years, it has also served 
as a middle school and ACPS 
administrative offices.

ACPS enrollment has 
grown steadily at all levels 
since the mid-to-late 2000s. 
A variety of factors have 
contributed to this surge, in-
cluding the recession of 2008 
that led many parents to 
send their children to public 
rather than private schools, 
an increase in the city’s pop-
ulation and the school sys-
tem’s improving reputation, 
which has attracted more 
young parents to Alexandria.

The overcrowding prob-
lem is not new. It was one of 
the factors behind the major 
redistricting effort, three 
years in the making, that 
took effect in September. El-

ementary school overcrowd-
ing informed the purchase 
of the office building on 
Alexandria’s West End that 
became the new Ferdinand 
T. Day Elementary School. 
Overcrowding was also a 
factor in the rebuild of Pat-
rick Henry, which has been 
expanded from an elementa-
ry school to a pre-K through 
eighth grade school and is 
expected to open in 2019.

Overcrowding at the high 
school level also has been 
talked about for several 
years, but it was the Ad Hoc 
Joint City-Schools Facility 
Investment Task Force that 
met throughout 2017 that 
jumpstarted work on the 
problem. 

Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D. alluded 
to the history behind these 
discussions in an interview.

“We’ve been having a 
discussion about capacity 
for many years at the high 
school,” Hutchings said. 
“We’ve had discussions 
around one high school or 
two, we’ve done redistrict-
ing, we’ve built new schools. 
… I think that sometimes we 
as a community, it’s easy to 
forget the work that we’ve 
done and the practice that 
we’ve had.”

Former Alexandria PTA 
Council Head Melynda Wil-
cox said that because the 
overcrowding problem has 
festered for so long, there’s 
now an immediacy that may 
limit options.

“If the city had allocat-

ed the money five years 
ago, or more than five years 
ago when the school board 
asked for money to rebuild 
Minnie Howard, this con-
versation would be really 
different right now because 
we wouldn’t be in the crisis 
mode that we’re in,” Wilcox 
said. 

The superintendent’s 
proposal

Hutchings presented the 
capacity plan, called “The 

High School Project: Inspir-
ing a Future for Alexandria” 
at the Nov. 8 school board 
meeting, held just two days 
after the Nov. 6 local elec-
tion. The plan was developed 
by ACPS in partnership with 
Stantec, an engineering ser-
vices company.

“Rather than simply 
looking at buildings, space 
and land acquisitions in iso-
lation, we are using this op-
portunity to assess the skills 
that our students will need 
to be successful in the work-
force in the future,” Hutch-
ings said in a letter to the 
Alexandria community. 

Hutchings has repeatedly 
emphasized that there need 
to be multiple pathways for 
students regardless of any 
individual student’s situa-
tion.

“We have to make sure 
that we are not just catering 
to what we think all students 
should have. We meet them 

GRACE 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
3601 Russell Rd.
Alexandria, VA 

22305
703-549-1980 

www.gracealex.org

Rejoice in the spirit 
of Christmas

Christmas Eve, December 24
3:00 PM – Holy Eucharist for Children and Families 
4:30 PM – Choral Prelude
5:00 PM – Festival Eucharist
7:30 PM – Choral Eucharist (Prelude at 7:15 PM)
10:30 PM – Choral Prelude
11:00 PM – Midnight Mass of the Nativity of our Lord
Christmas Day, December 25
12:00 NOON – Festival Eucharist
Feast of the Holy Name, January 1
12:00 NOON – Choral Eucharist

Holiday Inspections
only $6995

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

SEE OVERCROWDING | 8

OVERCROWDING    FROM | 1

MARGARET LORBER
School Board Member

District B

MICHELLE RIEF
Incoming School Board 

Member, District A

CHRIS SUAREZ
Incoming School Board 

Member, District A
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where they are, not neces-
sarily where we want them 
to be,” he said in an inter-
view. “Us having multiple 
pathways to obtaining a T.C. 
Williams diploma is to me 
best practice. We genuinely 
want every one of our kids 
to succeed, and that’s part of 
our vision.” 

The plan Hutchings and 
Stantec presented would 
meet capacity needs by es-
tablishing several satellite 
campuses around the city, 
rather than creating one 
large second high school. 
It would consist of new op-
tions for vocational-type 
programs and experiential 
learning opportunities such 
as internships and expanded 
field trips.

“We’re really not talking 
about anything, and quite 
frankly maybe some folks 
haven’t made that connec-
tion yet, that we’re not sort 
of already in the throes of 
doing,” ACPS Chief Operat-
ing Officer Mignon Anthony 
said. “It’s just a twist on a 
similar concept. But doing it 

better to accommodate this 
large growth that we have.”

 
The school board’s 
reaction

Most school board mem-
bers endorsed the gener-
al concept of experiential 
learning. 

“I think there’s a lot of 
interest in offering more 
options to kids who either 
don’t have the money or the 
interest in plowing right 
back into school when they 
graduate from high school,” 
Margaret Lorber, a school 
board incumbent who won 
re-election on Nov. 6, said 
in an interview. “Some kids 
have to go to work and figure 
out what they’re interested 
in when they graduate.”

Many current school 
board members, current and 
incoming, said the experi-
ential approach should be 
paired with a new brick and 
mortar building, possibly a 
Minnie Howard rebuild and 
a new comprehensive high 
school.

“I do think that expe-
riential learning is good,” 
Michelle Rief, an incoming 

school board member, said 
in an interview. “I think it 
can happen within the con-
fines of a comprehensive 
high school.”

At the Dec. 6 school board 
meeting, Vice Chair Cindy 
Anderson, who was recently 
re-elected, said most of the 
satellite learning centers 
could be congregated in one 
building. 

While they expressed 
support for the general con-
cept of experiential learn-
ing, several board members 
said they were upset about 
various aspects of the plan 
and process, including the 

reliance on internships, 
equity concerns, problems 
with the timeline and a lack 
of public input, particularly 
on the topic of whether Al-
exandria should have one 
or two comprehensive high 
schools.

Outgoing Board Member 
Chris Lewis, who was one of 
the most outspoken critics 
of the plan at both the No-
vember and December board 
meetings, said on Dec. 6 that 
he felt the proposal was mis-
leading, as it implied that 
the one high school solution 
was the only one where ex-
periential learning or diver-
sity could be adequately ad-
dressed, which he said was 
not accurate. 

Rief was adamant that 
a second high school would 
be less likely to raise equity 
concerns than would multi-
ple satellite campuses.

“There are many obsta-
cles to ensuring equity and 
fairness, whether in one 
high school or two, but with 
multiple off-site classrooms, 
the obstacles become ex-
ponentially greater,” Rief 
said. “Caps on program en-
rollment, the logistics of 
shuttling students between 
sites, the erosion of commu-
nity and connection due to 
isolating kids in off-campus 
centers, and the challenge 
of properly resourcing all of 
these sites are just a few ex-
amples.”

Hutchings, in an inter-
view, pushed back against 
school board complaints 

about equity.
“Equality and equity 

are two different things,” 
Hutchings said. “And some-
times people use them inter-
changeably and they’re not 
meant to be that way. Some 
students benefit from not 
having all of those options. 
Some students would pre-
fer to be in a smaller learn-
ing environment and to 
not be on the main campus 
with all of those other kids. 
Some students may want to 
have an experience where 
they’re on a community col-
lege campus and they never 
walk through the building 
of the high schools. Some 
students may want an expe-
rience where they’re online 
and they don’t interact with 
people.”

Board Member Veronica 
Nolan, who was re-elect-
ed on Nov. 6, has expressed 
concern about the new vi-
sion’s emphasis and reliance 
on internships, which she 
said she fears may not exist 
in the quantities ACPS ad-
ministrators seem to assume 
will be available.

“There’s going to have to 
be another brick-and-mor-
tar building,” Nolan, who 
spent 16 years helping place 
high school students in in-
ternships through her non-
profit, Urban Alliance, said 
at the Nov. 8 school board 
meeting. “We don’t want 
to be thinking to ourselves, 
wow, we’re going to get 500 
students internships, when 
our community is only capa-
ble of providing 100.”

Community engage-
ment

The main area where the 
administration and school 
board seem to be talking past 
each other is on the topic of 
community engagement. 

Hutchings and ACPS 
Communications Director 
Helen Lloyd said that exten-
sive, and adequate, commu-
nity outreach was conducted 

The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition 
of Alexandria thanks the following retailers 
for working with us to help prevent 
underage drinking. During our recent 
Sticker Shock Campaign, teams of youth 
and adults placed “warning stickers” 
on alcohol products in their stores, 
highlighting the penalties for adults who 
purchase alcohol for minors.

24 Express Food Store
7-Eleven
A Plus
Abyssinia Mart
Alex Mart
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Café Gallery & Market
Colonial Market
Community Market
CVS
Deli for the Belly
Deli Market
El Paisa Grocery
Fern Street Gourmet
Food Star
Friendly Market
Giant Food

Global Food
Jano Mart
Kare Baltena
International Market
La Feria Latina
Marina Towers
Mart 11
Mercadito Ramos
Safeway
Sentinel Tiny Market
Shoppers
Tiger Market and Bakery
Uptown Market
Walgreens
World Food International 
Market

PreventItAlexandria.org

PARTICIPATING RETAILERS

This program is made possible through a grant funded by the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. The opinions expressed do 
not necessarily represent the views of Virginia ABC.

SEE OVERCROWDING | 11

OVERCROWDING    FROM | 7

MELYNDA WILCOX
Former head, 

Alexandria PTA Council

MIGNON ANTHONY
ACPS chief operating 

officer
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Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo 
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and 
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any 
EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.

THE REGION’S NEWEST WATERFRONT

RESIDENCE HAS A
HISTORIC ADDRESS

Distinctive Waterfront Living • Old Town, Alexandria

We invite you to tour our two fully furnished model homes. These spacious townhomes feature distinctive 
brick façades with large-paned windows and design details that echo the site’s past on the historic waterfront.
Four contemporary open fl oorplans off er rooftop terraces, three to fi ve bedrooms, and approximately 2,300 to

3,020 square feet of living space with elevator and river view, available per plan.

New Townhomes from $1.725M to $2.295M and Waterfront Condominiums from $1.5M to $5.75M

For a private appointment, call 703-997-2210 or visit EYA.com/RLmodel
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Tournament victory 
gets 2018-19 hoops 
season off to good 
start
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Head coach Mike Jones 
expects the St. Stephens and 
St. Agnes School’s varsity 
boys basketball team to build 
on its 18-10 record from last 
season. 

If the Saints’ three game 
sweep in the Sleepy Thomp-
son Boys Basketball Tour-
nament last weekend is any 
indication, the team is well 
on its way. SSSAS earned the 
top spot in the tournament 
for the first time in 10 years.

SSSAS followed up a 
competitive 68-57 sea-
son-opening loss to power-
house Woodrow Wilson High 
School – which has five Divi-

sion I-signed players – with 
three big wins over T.C. Wil-
liams High School, Benedic-
tine College Preparatory and 
Episcopal High 
School in the 
Sleepy Thomp-
son. 

The Saints 
capped off their 
t o u r n a m e n t 
run, which in-
cluded wins 
against two of 
the three other 
Alexandria high 
schools, with a 
decisive 89-58 
victory over Episcopal in the 
championship round.

As the 2018-2019 season 
gets into full swing, Jones is 
confident that there are big 
things in store for the Saints 
this year. 

“This year we’re setting a 
high goal,” Jones said. “We’re 
trying to win everything we 
play in. We’re looking to set 

the bar extremely 
high and work to-
wards that goal.”

Jones, who 
p r e v i o u s l y 
worked on staff 
for the NBA’s 
Brooklyn Nets, 
took over head 
coaching duties 
last year after 
serving as as-
sistant coach to 
Ronal Ginyard 

during the 2016-2017 season. 
The Saints came out of last 
season determined to build 
on that 18-10 record.

With only two seniors, the 
team was relatively young. 
This year the team is full of experienced players – six se-

niors and eight juniors – who 
understand the fast-paced 
Saints style of basketball and 
are ready to execute on it.

“We should have a lot of 
leadership this year,” Jones 
said. “The guys understand 
the system very well and 
they’re excited about play-
ing and doing big things this 
year.”

SSSAS’ starting roster 
remains largely unchanged 
with the exception of the 
now-matriculated captain 
Domenick Bailey. Three new 
captains now share that re-
sponsibility, all of them se-
niors and all of them expe-
rienced SSSAS players: point 
guard Ephraim Reed, power 
forward and center Charles 
Thompson and shooting 
guard Christian DePollar. 

With three captains, SS-
SAS has a strong core foun-
dation. Responsibility and 
the burden of both success 

and struggle is now shared 
between three players, which 
the captains hope will help 
the team operate as a unit.

“Because there’s three of 
us, the load is carried by all 
of us,” said Thompson, who 
has played for SSSAS since 
he was a freshman. “So if I’m 
having a bad day, the oth-
er two captains can pick me 
up and we can keep going to 
work.”

According to DePollar, 
sharing responsibility both 
on and off the court will be 
key to SSSAS’ success this 
season. The Saints are fo-
cusing their efforts on team 
play over individual stardom 
and, with more experienced 
players occupying the roster 
this year, they are able to dig 
deeper into their bench.

“We also have a lot of 
bodies this year,” said DePol-
lar. “Everyone on our team 

Come one! 
   Come all!

Advent 3 – Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 16, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

 Contemplative Christmas:  
Taizé Service of Evening Prayer

Sunday, December 16, 6:00 p.m.

Advent 4 – Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 23, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Pageant & Holy Eucharist
Monday, December 24, 4:00 p.m.

Come see the Christmas Story as only our young 
“stars" can tell it, sing your favorite carols and 

rejoice in the wondrous gift of Jesus’ birth.

Christmas Eve Vigil & Holy Eucharist
Monday, December 24, 9:00 p.m.

The Feast of the Nativity & Holy Eucharist
Tuesday, December 25, 10:30 a.m.

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria 
703-683-0798 | www.emmanuelonhigh.org

SPORTS

SSSAS boys hope to 
build on last season

 COURTESY PHOTO
The 2018-19 St. Stephens and St. Agnes School boys' basketball 
team celebrates after winning the 63rd Annual Sleepy Thompson 
Tournament last weekend.

SEE SSSAS | 11

MIKE JONES 
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in putting the plan together, 
while school board members 
are equally insistent that the 
one significant missing facet 
is community input. 

Stakeholders of all kinds 
were involved in discussions 
as Stantec and ACPS admin-
istrators were putting to-
gether the plan in late sum-
mer and early fall.

“We have had almost 50 
separate community en-
gagement sessions around 
the high school project since 
Aug. 13. When you think 
about that short timeline, 
that very short period of 
time, and to have 50 sep-
arate community engage-
ment sessions in that time,” 
Lloyd said. “And we’ve had 
400 people who’ve also re-
sponded to a separate sur-
vey on that. So when we 
talk about the community, 
we’ve reached out to an aw-
ful amount of people. … And 
we’re still continuing that 
engagement process. It’s not 
over now.”

Lloyd emphasized that 
the plan that was presented 
was a product of commu-
nity input and that com-
munity members have said 
they want a connected high 
school network.

“We listen to our commu-
nity,” Lloyd said. “This com-
munity engagement process 
is not a check-the-box pro-
cess. We’ve listened to them 
and this is why it’s part of 
the recommendation.”

Multiple current and in-
coming school board mem-
bers disagree, and have said 
the crucial missing piece is 
an extensive conversation 
within the community on 
whether one comprehensive 
high school or two is best 
for Alexandria. They said 
that conversation must take 
place before a decision can 
be made.

“The board has not, nor 
has the community, had 
the discussion of one high 

school or two,” School Board 
Member Bill Campbell said 
at the Dec. 6 meeting. “We 
need to be clear about that: 
it has not happened.”

Incoming Board Member 
Chris Suarez emphasized 
the need for community in-
put on the proposed plan, 
and said getting that input is 
the most important element 
for buy-in.

“I do understand that 
some have been concerned 
that the solution that was 
proposed was just focused 
on programming, [and they] 
may have some challenges 
just adding satellite cam-
puses. My view is that we’re 
going to, I don’t want to say 
completely go back to the 
drawing board, I think a lot 
of important work’s been 
done, but again I just want 
to make sure that whatever 
is decided that the commu-
nity is behind that decision,” 
Suarez said.

Suarez said he’s heard 
from community members 
who feel they haven’t been 
able to weigh in on the one 
or two high school issue.

“Certainly during the 
campaign, the perception I 

had from voters was that all 
of these different options 
were on the table,” Suarez 
said. “Then literally two 
days after the election hap-
pened, this was presented 
at the board meeting. … I 
certainly wouldn’t take that 
[two high schools] off the ta-
ble, but it needs to be a com-
munity-informed decision at 
the end of the day.”

Lorber also said she has 
heard from many people 
who want to have a discus-
sion around the topic of one 
high school versus two.

“There’s a feeling I’m 
hearing growing is that re-
ally, the debate that people 
wanted to have had to do 
with two schools versus one 
school,” Lorber said. “And 
they didn’t get to have it. 
And I think there’s a con-
sensus growing among us 
that … that should have 
come first. They don’t cross 
each other out.”

Rief said she strongly 
supports having the con-
versation with the public 
about a possible second high 
school.

“During the campaign, I 
repeatedly heard from voters 

that they supported a second 
comprehensive high school, 
and the report from Hanover 
last year shows that a lot of 
teachers do too,” Rief said. 
“We need to have a very pub-
lic dialogue with the com-
munity about the options 
in front of us. We also need 
a thorough examination of 
the cost and implementation 
of these options. … This is 
a huge investment that we 
need to get right.”

A myriad of proposals
Is the answer four satel-

lite campuses as Hutchings 
proposed? Is it a second com-
prehensive high school? Is it 
a Minnie Howard rebuild? Or 
is it some combination of the 
above?

Wilcox said immediate 
action is needed to solve the 
overcrowding problem.

“If I were in charge, I 
would buy the Bradlee Med-
ical building today,” Wilcox 
said. “I would retrofit it and 
I don’t know maybe have it 
ready for next fall, for Min-
nie Howard or T.C. or what-
ever.”

can play. Everyone on our 
team is going to play.”

The coaching staff and 
roster haven’t changed sig-
nificantly from last season; 
instead the team is using its 
experience to refine, not re-
define, its core style of play.

“We’re really a good 
team when we can get out 
and run the fast break,” 
DePollar said. “We’re really 
good in transition. That’s 
going to be key for us.”

The team’s focus on evo-
lution over innovation is 
already paying off in major 
ways. 

The Sleepy Thomp-
son was the Saints’ first 
big challenge in a season 
that promises to be full of 
them. Jones and the cap-
tains admit that this sea-
son’s schedule is one of 
the toughest in years, but, 
contrary to the team’s fast-
break style of play, they’re 
taking the season in stride.

“Our strategy is one 
game at a time,” said 
Thompson. “We can’t look 
past any opponent. We 
want to dominate every 
team that we play against.”

From Coach Jones to 
the captains, everybody is 
talking about “big things” 
on the horizon this season. 
Given the tough schedule 
that will test the team’s ex-
perience and strategies, it’s 
still unclear whether the 
Saints will execute on their 
sky-high goals. However, 
for the three senior cap-
tains, this is more than just 
another season of basket-
ball. It’s a chance to leave 
behind a legacy.

“I just want to be able to 
leave the school and have 
people talk about this 2018-
2019 team,” DePollar said, 
echoing sentiments from 
the other captains. “I want 
people to know and remem-
ber who we are and what we 
did.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

SSSAS FROM | 10
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tree planting and block party 
she attended, and her con-
stant presence at meetings 
and events throughout the 
city demonstrates that her 

leadership style has been 
community-centric. 

“To me it’s personal, serv-
ing [as mayor],” she said. “It’s 
personal because I just care 
really deeply about how peo-
ple are doing and how our city 

is doing.”
Before being elected may-

or in 2015, Silberberg served 
as vice mayor for three years 
– her first term in public of-
fice. After losing her bid for 
reelection to Vice Mayor Jus-

tin Wilson in this year’s June 
Democratic primary, the end 
of 2018 will bring with it the 
conclusion of her six-year stint 
on council. 

In her three years at the 
city’s helm, Silberberg has ma-
neuvered Alexandria through 
a sea of highs and lows, from 
the shooting at Simpson Field 
in June 2017 to Amazon’s an-
nouncement last month that 
HQ2 is coming to Northern 
Virginia. 

“As mayor, I’ve been there 
with people during their hap-
piest moments, and I’ve been 
there when it’s unthinkable, 
and I’m humble about that. 
It’s been a great honor,” Sil-
berberg said.

Silberberg said her term 
has been full of “game chang-
ers,” the biggest being the 
Amazon announcement. 

“That one matter took up 
probably 14 months of my 
term, half of my three-year 
term, and we worked hard as a 
team, a lot of coordination and 
discussion and meetings,” she 
said. “It’s a total game chang-
er.” 

Other major city triumphs 
that occurred during Silber-

berg’s term include increasing 
funding for schools, tripling 
the amount of money dedicat-
ed for the affordable housing 
fund, tripling the number of 
trees planted per year across 
the city and opening three new 
schools – Ferdinand T. Day 
Elementary School, the Ear-
ly Childhood Center and the 
Patrick Henry pre-K through 
eighth grade school, which is 
slated to open in January. 

Silberberg also helped 
move along projects that 
have been years in the works, 
including the Potomac Yard 
Metro Station and combined 
sewer outfalls.

Jack Sullivan, a resident 
and member of the CSO project 
stakeholder group, applaud-
ed Silberberg’s leadership. He 
said he especially commended 
her for advocating for all four 
outfalls to be addressed im-
mediately, rather than just the 
three that were planned.

“It’s the biggest public 
works project conceived or 
executed in the City of Alex-
andria and it’s something ex-
pensive, but it had to be done,” SEE FOR YOURSELF! 

 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

ONLINE STORE
wholedogz.com/store  

wholedogz.com @wholedogz

WE ARE SOCIAL!

WHOLE DOGZ WISHES YOU 
PEACE AND LOVE

THIS 
HOLIDAY 
SEASON

AND THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR

SEE SILBERBERG | 14

SILBERBERG FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: Allison Silberberg shakes hands with "George Washington" during the 2018 George Washington's Birthday Parade.   Right: During her last "Mayor on Your Corner" event, 
Alexandria residents in attendance presented Silberberg with a cake. 

FILE PHOTO
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Brandywine resident since 2014

Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community

with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

NOWOPEN!

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because I still need to get off the naughty list
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Sullivan said. “I would think 
that maybe when people look 
back at what she did while she 
was mayor, that may stand 
out as one of her principal 
achievements.” 

Silberberg said that during 
her time, she chose to cham-
pion the causes that protected 
Alexandria’s neighborhoods 
and quality of life. It was with 
that preservationist attitude 
that historic conservation be-
came one of her chief priori-
ties. 

Anyone who’s attended a 
city council meeting or seen 
Silberberg speak at an event 
has probably heard her catch 
phrase: “We are all the tempo-
rary stewards of this national 
treasure called Alexandria.”

Danny Smith, a resident 
involved in historic preserva-
tion, said Silberberg’s time as 
mayor has been momentous 
for preservation in Alexan-
dria. He said one of her great-
est achievements in pres-
ervation was acquiring the 
Murray-Dick-Fawcett house.

“She has been such a sol-
id ally in what we’re trying to 
do to preserve the heritage 
of our great city,” Smith said. 
“She recognizes how valuable 
what remains is to the city and 
how important it is to try and 
preserve that for future gener-
ations.” 

In addition to historic pres-
ervation, some of Silberberg’s 
key initiatives during her term 
include drafting council’s 
statement on inclusiveness, 
advocating for ethics reform, 
establishing a senior advoca-
cy round table and forming a 
clergy council with members 
from many houses of worship.

Ethics reform was part of 
Silberberg’s campaign to make 
city hall more accountable and 
accessible, even though she 
called the final pledge and 
code of conduct that council 
adopted “watered down.” 

Like the ethics reform, cer-
tain votes and initiatives made 
it clear Silberberg was the head 
of a council that didn’t always 

agree with her.  
She was the council mem-

ber most frequently in the 
minority when 6-1 votes oc-
curred, and her dissenting 

votes were often on topics that 
had drawn resident opposi-
tion.

“My votes reflect our need 
to protect our neighborhoods 

and quality of life,” Silberberg 
said. “The vast majority of 
the votes were 7-0, so when I 
voted at times and it ended up 
being a 6-1 vote, I’m proud of 
my votes. I’m elected for my 
judgement. I listen to the ar-
guments on all sides based 
upon the concerns of the com-
munity, as well as what I think 
is appropriate and thoughtful 
and will protect the quality of 
life as well as move our city 
forward.” 

Council voted 6-1 to ap-
prove Karig Estates, a pro-
posed development behind 
Beth El Hebrew Congregation, 
despite environmentalists’ 
arguments that the project 
would harm the swale in the 

area. Council voted 6-1 for 
new parking standards, de-
spite resident protests against 
their reductions. And council 
voted 6-1 to light the T.C. Wil-
liams football field, despite 
a promise neighbors say was 
made to their relatives more 
than 50 years ago. In each 
case, Silberberg cast the lone 
dissenting vote.

“One of the things about 
Allison that I think so many 
people really did love about 
her, when it came to voting on 
issues that really affected the 
lives of people, she stood up 
for us,” Carol Johnson, one of 
the residents involved in the 
T.C. lights debate, said. “And 
there were occasions on coun-
cil meeting votes when she 
stood alone, but she stood her 
ground that this is the right 
thing for the community, this 
is the right thing for the citi-
zens.”

Despite sometimes be-
ing at odds with her council, 
Silberberg said she worked 
hard to improve collaboration 
during her time, especially 
with groups like Alexandria 
City Public Schools and the 
Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority.  

“There was a lot of tension 
historically between the city 
and the school system and be-
tween the city and the hous-
ing authority but I’m really 
proud that I made it a priority 
to break down those barriers 
and work more collaboratively 
and get a lot done on behalf of 
those serving,” she said.

She also worked to improve 
communication with the com-
munity. Johnson said Silber-
berg’s dissenting votes were 
evidence of the time she spent 
in the community listening to 
residents’ concerns. 

“She really takes the time 
to get to know people and 
know what their needs are,” 
Johnson said. “She’s a con-
cerned person about the cit-
izens, what we’re looking for 
and how she can help us and 
the citizens of Alexandria. 

One of the things about Allison that I think so many 
people really did love about her, when it came to 
voting on issues that really affected the lives of people, 
she stood up for us. And there were occasions on 
council meeting votes when she stood alone, but she 
stood her ground that this is the right thing for the 
community, this is the right thing for the citizens.”

– Carol Johnson, 
Alexandria resident

SEE SILBERBERG | 33
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COURTESY PHOTO
Above: Allison Silberberg with Congressman Don Beyer and Sheriff Dana Lawhorne before the 2018 
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade.   Below: Silberberg sings at Kareoke with Cops in 2017.

PHOTO/CHRISTINE HALSEY PHOTOGRAPHY
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Grace Episcopal School is a 
small school by design. Its size 
and educational philosophy 
enables the faculty and staff 
to develop fully the individual 
potential of each student - ac-
ademically, socially and mor-
ally - in a loving, nurturing 
environment. Individual at-
tention to students is stressed 
throughout an academically 
challenging curriculum.

Grace students learn to be 
creative, independent think-
ers and successful problem 
solvers, eager to explore the 
world around them. This is ac-
complished by “growing” stu-
dents who have strong skills 
in language arts, mathemat-
ics, science and social studies; 
students whose understand-
ing of the world is broadened 
through working with the 
visual arts, music and great 
literature; students nurtured 

by God’s love and a caring fac-
ulty; students with a strong 
sense of moral values.

All students in JK through 
Grade Five receive Spanish 
instruction and all students 
in preschool through Grade 
Five attend music classes. 
Students also attend library, 
computer/technology, reli-

gion, studio art and physical 
education classes. The Early 
Childhood Curriculum fea-
tures child-centered, hands-
on activities, focusing on 
students’ needs through a de-
velopmentally designed and 
implemented program.  

This is advertorial content.

School Name: Grace 
Episcopal School
Address: 3601 Russell 
Road, 22305
Year Founded: 1959
Grades: Preschool 
through 5th grade
Student - Teacher Ratio: 6:1
Mission: To nurture a learning 
community that promotes 
academic excellence in the 
Episcopal tradition, and 
encourages spiritual growth, 
moral responsibility and service 
to others. Grace Episcopal 

School strives to educate 
the whole child intellectually, 
spiritually, physically and 
socially, and build a solid 
foundation and enthusiasm 
for lifelong learning.
Open House:  Jan. 16, 
2019 from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m.; April 11, 2019 from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Website: www.
graceschoolalex.org
Contact: 703-549-5067 
ext. 115 | admissions@
graceschoolalex.org

Grace Episcopal School

PHOTOS/GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
The mission of Grace Episcopal School is to nurture a learning com-
munity that promotes academic excellence in the Episcopal tradition.

AT A GLANCE

School Profile

Out of the classroom 
Education section

On Nov. 28, some Browne 
Academy eighth graders 
and history teacher Kristen 
Logan attended oral argu-
ments for the Timbs v. Indi-
ana case before the Supreme 
Court. The case questions 
whether the excessive fines 
clause of the Eighth Amend-
ment applies to civil for-
feitures and whether that 
clause should be incorporat-
ed to the states. 

The Browne contingent 
also had the opportunity to 
meet Indiana Solicitor Gen-

eral Thomas Fisher, who ar-
gued the case for Indiana. 
The students’ visit connects 
with the “We the People” 
unit, which culminates in a 
regional competition next 
month in Ashland, Virginia. 
The students who attend-
ed the oral arguments are 
studying judicial review and 
the 14th Amendment. Logan 
commented, “The students 
were thrilled by the expe-
rience and predict that the 
court will rule in favor of 
incorporation. We shall see.”

Browne students 
visit Supreme Court

COURTESY PHOTO
Browne Academy eighth graders (left) outside the Supreme Court on 
the day they attended oral arguments for the Timbs v. Indiana case. 
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The record number of stu-
dents at T.C. Williams High 
School who scored top grades 
in Advance Placement tests 
this summer has led to ACPS 
being one of only two public 
school divisions in the state to 
be recognized for its achieve-
ment by the College Board.

T.C. Williams made the 
College Board’s ninth Annual 
AP District Honor Roll for ex-
panding enrollment opportu-
nities for all students – while 
simultaneously achieving 
significant gains in AP test 
scores. This increase in ac-
cess was seen across all stu-
dents, including those who 
historically have not enrolled 
in AP-level courses.

“This is the perfect ex-
ample of how T.C. Williams is 
providing students with ac-
cess to opportunities to gain 
the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful in the 
future. We are proud to lead 
the way when it comes to in-
creasing access to higher level 

classes for all students and of 
the high level of achievement 
demonstrated by our stu-
dents,” T.C. Williams Princi-
pal Peter Balas said.

T.C. Williams class of 2018 
saw an all-time high in the 
number of Advanced Place-
ment test scores in the top 
grades in 2017-18. A record 
22 percent of tests scored a 
grade five, the top level pos-
sible in AP tests. In addition, 
a record 72 percent of tests in 
2018 achieved a grade three, 
four or five – the scores re-

quired by many colleges and 
universities to grant credit or 
for placement.

Both of these results are 
the best that ACPS has at-
tained in AP tests since the 
school division started to pay 
for students to take them in 
2005. That year, only 9 percent 
of tests scored a grade five 
and 39 percent of tests scored 
a three or above. The jumps 
are also the greatest increase 
in a single year in AP student 
performance seen at T.C. Wil-
liams dating back to 2005.

In addition to higher 
scores, more students also 
took AP tests this year. More 
than a third of all students (36 
percent) in grades 10 through 
12 took at least one AP test 
in 2018 – an all-time high for 
the school division, with 931 
students taking 2,021 subject 
tests.

AP courses provide stu-
dents with the opportunity 
to take college-level cours-
es in high school. Through 
AP courses, high school stu-
dents engage in rigorous col-
lege-level coursework in a 
variety of subjects where they 
not only gain college-level 
skills, but can also earn col-
lege credit while they are still 
in high school.

TECH DOC 
Phone, ipad & tablet repair

201 King St, Ste 300, Alexandria
(703) 362-5873

"Bring your broken device in 
and we will bring it back to life!"

Out of the classroom 
Education section

T.C. Williams recognized  
for AP success

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School donated more than 
3,102 pounds of food to the Arlington Food Assistance 
Center. Fourth grade Saints created an arcade from reus-
able materials called the Crenshaw Arcade – inspired by 
the book “Crenshaw,” which includes themes about hunger 
and homelessness. To play, students and teachers donated 
canned goods and non-perishable foods for tickets.

SSSAS food drive  
collects 3,102 pounds

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Students from Grace 
Episcopal School sit at the city 
council dais during a visit with 
Mayor Allison Silberberg last 
week.
Left: Silberberg meets with 
students from Grace Episco-
pal School in her office in late 
November. 

Visit with 
the Mayor

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org 

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org 
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SAVE THE 
DATE

Meeting House 
Cooperative 

Preschool 
Open HOUSE

JANUARY 9TH 
9:30-10:30

318 South Royal Street  
703-549-8037 • www.mhcppreschool.org
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Out of the classroom 
Education section

Throughout the year, as 
one of the school’s five School 
Standards, Immanuel Luther-
an School students practice 
showing love to their neigh-
bors. Students learn how they 
have many neighbors, from 
their classmates and teachers, 
to their siblings and families, 
to their physical neighbors 
and neighbors throughout 
the world. On Nov. 12, the 
community came together as 
a part of the school’s Annual 
Day of Service to give back 
through a variety of projects 
to serve and bless our com-
munity.

Students and families 
collected items to fill Fresh 
Start Boxes for Central Union 
Mission. These boxes were 
decorated by Immanuel’s 
youngest students and filled 
with a variety of necessities 
to help keep homeless men 
and women in the D.C. area 
clean and safe. Students col-
lected enough socks, towels, 
toiletries, first aid supplies 
and more to prepare 200 box-
es with additional supplies 

left over that were then also 
donated.  

Throughout the day, stu-
dents completed a variety of 
other service projects, includ-
ing creating no-sew blankets 
for Project Linus, baking 
treats for our school neigh-
bors and delivering Veterans 
Day greetings to our commu-
nity. 

“Our Day of Service is a 
wonderful and intentional 
opportunity for our students 

and families to serve our 
community together,” noted 
Amanda Morrison, ILS Kin-
dergarten Assistant and Day 
of Service Coordinator. “From 
our youngest Jr. Kindergar-
ten and Kindergarten schol-
ars, through our seventh and 
eighth graders, all of our stu-
dents are able to participate 
in projects that give back and 
allow us to demonstrate love 
for our neighbors in mean-
ingful ways.”

Immanuel Lutheran School  
holds annual day of service

COURTESY PHOTO

Blessed Sacrament principal 
Valerie A. Garcia accepts the sec-
ond National Blue Ribbon Award 
on behalf of Blessed Sacrament 
School. Pictured left to right are: Sr. 
Karl Ann Homberg, SSJ., assistant 
superintendent for Catholic Lead-
ership, Office of Catholic Schools; 
Valerie A. Garcia, principal, Blessed 
Sacrament School; Aba S. Kumi, 
director, National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program, Office of Com-
munications and Outreach, U.S. 
Department of Education; and the 
Rev. John. D Kelly, pastor, Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church. 

Blessed 
Sacrament

COURTESY PHOTO
Randy Eyles returned for one last performance during the 
Immanuel Lutheran Annual Christmas Concert in early Decem-
ber. He taught at Bishop Ireton for 15 years and served as the 
Department Chair for the Fine Arts Program. Immanuel Lutheran 
thanks Eyles for his service to the school.

One last performance

COURTESY PHOTO

Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School, in partnership 
with Forrester Construction 
and Turner Brooks Archi-
tects, was recently awarded 
the Design-Build Institute 
of America’s Mid-Atlantic 
Excellence in Architecture 
Award for its new Commu-
nity & Arts Center, “The 
Logan Loft.” 

In 2017, Burgundy began 
work on a new arts & com-
munity center and outdoor 
commons, transforming 
the heart of the Alexandria 
campus. The new Logan 
Loft opened to classes in 
late February 2018 and has 
already hosted festivals, 

theater productions, the 
school’s Fall Fair, recitals, 
visiting authors and musi-
cians and a variety of other 
meetings and events as well 
as art and drama classes.

This Campus Renewal 
project, under consider-
ation for nearly a decade, 
was possible thanks to the 
generosity of the Burgundy 
community.

Burgundy building wins  
regional architecture award

COURTESY PHOTO
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Del Ray Artisans
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria

JOIN US

December 7 
through 

December 9
and 

December 14
through 

December 16

Friday 
6-9 p.m., 

Saturday and 
Sunday, 

11 a.m.-6 p.m.

The #1 destination for Old Town Alexandria 
mementoes and unique local gifts!

  105 South Union Street | 703-684-4682
www.TheOldTownShop.com | @TheOldTownShop

BY EILEEN ABBOTT

A Christmas or Hanuk-
kah gift doesn’t have to be 
something you wear or look 
at or use in your home. Ex-
periential gifts are a great 
way to show friends and 
loved ones you care, and an 
opportunity to give them 
something perhaps they 
wouldn’t have splurged on 
for themselves. Theater 
tickets, yoga classes, a mas-
sage, a cooking or a sew-
ing class are just some of 
the many experiential gifts 
available in Alexandria. 

Plus, by shopping local-
ly, you get to enjoy the am-
biance of the Port City all 
aglow with holiday decora-
tions. 

“Our shops and restau-
rants take great pride in 
making sure our streets are 
decked out in holiday cheer,” 
Joe Haggerty, CEO and pres-
ident of the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce, said.

In this week’s holiday 
gift guide, we offer sug-
gestions on capturing that 
exceptional Alexandria 
experience with thought-

ful hands-on or in-person 
memory makers. Here are 
some of our picks:

Experience the fun  
of Alexandria

SEE GIFTS | 19

PHOTO/SURLATABLE.COM
Cooking class at Sur la Table.

Open Every Day 
& Evenings

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com • 113 King Street, Old Town

the art of

Experience
       Jewelry
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Sur La Table
How does this tantalize 

your  taste buds – Horse-
radish Crusted Beef Ten-
derloin, Wild Mushroom 
and Green Bean Gratin and 
Mousse au Chocolate. Are 
you hungry yet? Even bet-
ter, would you like to learn 
how to make this exquisite 
meal yourself? At Sur La Ta-
ble, you can. 

General Manager Foster 
Pacine said, “We not only 
have the retail, but the cu-
linary school. It’s some-
thing different, not offered 
elsewhere. You’re with 
renowned chefs, meeting 
fellow foodies. You eat an 

amazing dinner, then shop 
here. It’s a perfect day.” 
Treat yourself or someone 
you love to this delicious-
ness. 

You can check out the 
company website www.sur-
latable.com to purchase gift 
cards and get more details 
on upcoming classes, or vis-
it Sur La Table in person at 
326 King St. 

The Art League at the 
Torpedo Factory Art 
Center

At The Art League, locat-
ed in the landmark Torpedo 
Factory Art Center, you can 
treat yourself or gift your 

GIFTS FROM | 18

SEE GIFTS | 20

Students 
enrolled 
in the Art 
League's ba-
sic drawing 
with Scott 
Hutchison 
pose with 
their finished 
drawing. 
Art league 
offers 
classes 
ranging from 
beginner to 
advanced 
in mediums 
such as 
printmak-
ing, felting, 
caligraphy, 
painting and 
more. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Torpedo Factory Art Center
105 N. Union St, Alexandria, VA
Open 10 am - 6 pm daily & 
until 9 pm on Thursdays
Individual studio hours vary

Give the Gift  of Art

Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic
105 District Ave, Fairfax, VA

Open 11 am - 7 pm 
Wednesday through Sunday

    @torpedofactoryartists
www.torpedofactoryartists.com

Lisa Schumaier 
Studio 16

Joan Ulrich
Studio 24

Don Viehman
Studio 205Torpedo Factory Artists



20 |DECEMBER 13, 2018 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

loved ones to a palette of 
classes ranging from print-
making to painting, and let 
your van Gogh glow.  

“Giving the gift of art 
classes or art work from The 
Art League provides friends 
and loved ones with one-
of-a kind gifts and experi-
ences and supports Alexan-
dria’s world-class, vibrant 
community of artists,” Art 
League Communications 
Director Ariane D’Souza 
said.

Those who’ve participat-
ed in the art workshops say 
it is time well spent to cre-
ate tangible joy from your 
own talent. 

Check out The Art 
League’s website at www.
theartleague.org for work-
shop offerings and regis-
tration, gift card purchases 

and announcements about 
upcoming art sales where 
you can find professional 
artwork on a wallet-friend-
ly budget. Even better, visit 
The Art League in person at 
105 N. Union St. to see this 
firsthand.

Stitch Sew Shop
Feeling nostalgic? 

Yearning for a gift made 
with lots of love? You’ll 
find that when you vis-
it Old Town’s Stitch Sew 

PHOTO/MIRIAM LEIN
A class at Stitch Sew Shop is in full swing.

Make your 
HOLIDAY RESERVATIONS 

today!
119 South Royal Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

703.535.8151 • fontainebistro.com 
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COURTESY PHOTO
If your loved one isn't artsy or handy themselves but appreciates art made by others, the Torpedo Fac-
tory has a slew of rotating art markets throughout the season, such as the Ceramics Sale, where you 
can get them a handmade keepsake from the Alexandria Waterfront artists. 

106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314  |  tsaltstyle.com  
Holiday Hours: Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5,  

Christmas Eve 10-3, closed December 25th and 26th

for the Holidays
Follow us on Instagram or Facebook for 

gift ideas, styling tips and giveaways

Shop and Sip all day on Sundays  
until Christmas
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Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Serving lunch and 
buffet daily 

Special holiday 
gift certificates are 

available

your reg-priced purchase of 
$35 or more at Old Town Ace!

any one item $40 or less at 
Old Town Ace!

Exclusions apply. Cannot be combined with another 
offer or sale. One per customer. Max discount $10. 
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Hurry in! Expires 12/24/18

Hurry in! Expires 12/24/18

Shop, which keeps alive 
the old-fashioned craft of 
sewing, with classes for the 
modern maker. According 
to manager Miriam Lein, 
“Every year as we approach 
the holidays, we offer sev-
eral classes geared toward 
gift giving. These ‘Selfless 
Sewing’ classes are fun and 
interactive and are geared 
towards projects you can 
complete in one class pe-
riod. The results – bag, 
pouch, wallet or pillow – 
are bound to be perfect for 
someone on your holiday 
list. Whether you are sew-
ing for yourself or for oth-
ers, we are here to help you 
learn new skills and perfect 
the ones you already have.” 

A sewing sanctuary that 
offers high-quality fabrics, 

you’ll have the satisfaction 
of making a gorgeous gift 
with your own hands. 

“At Stitch we are pas-
sionate about the hand-
made process,” said Lein. 
“Though we all love to sew 
for ourselves, we also love 
to give handmade gifts.” 

Gift certificates are 
available for both classes 
and sewing supplies. You 
can go to the Stitch website 
for all the details at www.
stitchsewshop.com or visit 
in person at 102 N. Fayette 
St.

Little Theatre of  
Alexandria

The enchantment of be-
ing immersed in live theater 
is a gift likely to delight and 
make treasured memories. 

GIFTS FROM | 20
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PHOTO/LITTLE THEATRE OF ALEXANDRIA
Little Theatre of Alexandria offers acting classes for children and 
adults alike.
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 PHOTO COURTESY DIRECTOR RANDALL BRIGGS OF ALEXANDRIA SHADOWLAND
Family-friendly activities await at Shadowland Adventures, including 
everyone's favorite arcade games and laser tag. 

Supporting the Little The-
atre of Alexandria is a win-
win proposition.

 “We’re a community 
theater made up of volun-
teers who are passionate 
about the theater,” LTA 
Business Office Manag-
er Tina McCrea said. “By 
purchasing a gift certifi-
cate for tickets to our per-
formances, you are giving 
something you can’t buy at 
a store. You are giving an 
experience.” 

LTA also offers acting 
classes for adults and chil-
dren, so you don’t just have 
to watch a performance, you 

can let your inner Shake-
speare go to action. Details 
are available on the website 
at www.thelittletheatre.
com along with a full listing 
of upcoming theater per-
formances, which include 
Charles Dickens’s classic “A 
Christmas Carol” continu-
ing through Sunday, and 
the musical “The Fantas-
ticks” greeting the new year 
beginning on Jan. 12. 

Gift certificates may also 
be purchased by phone at 
703-683-0496 or you can 
visit Little Theatre of Al-
exandria in person at 600 
Wolfe St.

GIFTS FROM | 21
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Classes for people in all walks of life from newborn babies 
to senior citizens, our highly trained instructors will assist 

you to lighten your life with tailored exercise and movement.

Sign up for all classes online:
Questions? Email us info@mindthemat.com

Del Ray
2214 Mount Vernon Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22301

EXPERT INSTRUCTION IN YOGA, PILATES & BARRE

Clarendon
3301B Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22201

Let us do your baking & provide your 
party platters.

A great place for holiday  
sweets and treats!

3690 H & I King Street, Alexandria, Va 22302 | 703-578-4144 | www.alexandriapastry.com
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ShadowLand Laser 
Adventures

Looking for a fami-
ly-friendly, fun time? Here’s 
a high-tech way to energize 
and have a blast – take ev-
eryone to Shadowland Ad-
ventures, at its Alexandria 
location. This is a holiday 
gift experience everyone 
will remember.

“It’s more than just la-
ser-tag,” ShadowLand Di-
rector Randall Briggs said. 
“ShadowLand’s adven-
ture system creates a rich,  
diverse playing environ-
ment where a player’s intel-
lect is more important than 
physical skills and where 
strategy setting is key to 
advancing your position 
and winning the game.”

Shadowland employ-
ee Donovan Jones added, 
“Anybody of all ages can en-
joy this. It’s a unique adven-
ture with a great all-around 
atmosphere and staff. We 
also often have corporate 
team building groups.”

For gift certificates, go 
to their website: www.shad-
owlandadventures.com or 
visit in person at 5508 Fran-
conia Road. Or call Shadow-
land at 703-921-1004.

The Birchmere
Music makes the soul 

smile, and happiness per-
meates The Birchmere. For 
an uplifting, memorable 
experience, consider a hol-
iday gift to an upcoming 
concert at the legendary 
music hall. 

Birchmere promoter Mi-
chael Jaworek said, “In my 
experience, attending con-
certs is important to folks 
for several reasons. First, 
music speaks to a person’s 
definition of self. Second, 
the uniqueness of a live 
show – where something, 
anything can happen – al-
ways adds to the excite-
ment of going out. Finally, 
like-minded souls enjoy be-
ing together, and a concert 
is a wonderful way to share. 
A show at The Birchmere 
embodies all the above.”

Upcoming performanc-
es to welcome 2019 include 
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky 
Thunder on Jan. 11 and 
Northern Virginia’s home-
town band Eddie from Ohio 
on Jan. 18. 

For more information on 
The Birchmere, visit their 
website at www.birchmere.
com   for the full concert 
calendar and details on pur-
chasing gift cards. Located 

at 701 Mt. Vernon Ave., you 
can stop by in person or call 
703-549-7500.

You can’t go wrong when 
you choose a local expe-
rience for your loved ones 
this holiday. One big bonus 
is that many businesses are 
currently offering specials 
on gift cards, so be sure and 
ask when you call or stop by. 
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25% OFF
ONE ITEM

Offer valid at participating stores until 12/31/18. 
Not valid with other offers or discounts, purchase of gift cards, Oriental rugs, or consumables. One coupon per customer.

Explore over 
130 handcrafted 
ornaments from 18 
countries

give a
one-of-a-kind 
Chris tmas

915 King Street, Alexandria
ALXMAS18

PHOTO COURTESY OF BIRCHMERE
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder perform at Birchmere. 
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Below is advice about 
giving to nonprofit organi-
zations from usa.gov, broken 
into categories of types of 
donations. 

Monetary
Make financial donations 

by check or credit card, to 
protect yourself from scams 
and help with your record 
keeping.

Goods and personal 
property

Some nonprofits accept 
non-cash donations, such 
as clothing and household 
items. Donate items that are 
in good condition. Keep a list 
of the items you donated for 
your tax records. 

Vehicles
You can donate your car, 

truck, boat or other vehicle 
to a nonprofit. An organiza-
tion may give a donated vehi-
cle to someone, use it for op-
erations or sell it at auction. 
If you donate a vehicle, you 
will need to transfer the title 
to the organization. Also, re-
move license plates and reg-
istration documents before 
you donate the car.

Other property
You may also give other 

types of items to nonprofits:
• Art
• Jewelry
• Stocks

• Real Estate
• Patents

The value of these items 
may require an expert ap-
praisal or depend on offers to 
purchase the items and the 
timing of the donation.

Federal tax deductions 
for charitable dona-
tions

You may be able to claim 
a deduction on your feder-
al taxes if you donated to a 
501(c)3 organization. In or-
der to deduct your donations 
you must file an itemized 
federal tax return, Sched-
ule A and form 8283 for your 
non-cash donations.

The amount of money 
that you can deduct on your 
taxes may not be equal to the 
total amount of your dona-
tions.
• If you donate non-cash 

items, you can claim the 
fair market value of the 
items on your taxes.

• If you donate a vehicle, the 
amount of your deduction 
depends on if the car is 
used by the organization 
or sold at an auction.  “A 
Donor’s Guide to Vehicle 
Donation (PDF, Down-
load Adobe Reader)” 
explains how your de-
duction is determined.

• If you donated money 
and you received a gift in 

SEE NONPROFITS | 25

Give back
to Alexandria Nonprofits
You can make a difference with your tax-deductible  
donation to charity. Please consider donating  
to these worthy causes. Honor a loved one 
with a gift to their favorite nonprofit.

Community Lodgings 
thanks Alexandria for 

supporting our mission!

www.communitylodgings.org
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exchange or if part of your 
contribution paid for an 
event entrance, you can 
only deduct the amount 
that is in excess of the 
value of the gift or event.

Recordkeeping
Keep records of your do-

nations to nonprofits. You 
may not have to send these 
documents with your tax re-
turns, but these documents 
are good to include with your 
other tax records. Common 
documents include:
• Canceled check to 

the organization
• Credit card statement 

showing a payment 
to the organization

• Receipt from the or-
ganization

• Annual giving state-
ment from the char-
ity or nonprofit

• Email confirmation 
from the organization

• Written acknowledgment 

for vehicle donations
• Itemized list of the 

items you donated
• Vehicle identification num-

ber for vehicle donations
• Signed over vehicle title
• Phone bill, if you gave 

a donation through 
a text message

• Valuations of stocks, real 
estate, art, or jewelry 
donated to a nonprofit
There are some pieces of 

information that may be in-
cluded in receipts and giving 
statements:
• Name of the organization
• Date of the donation
• Amount of the donation
• Statement that no goods 

or services were provid-
ed by the nonprofit in 
return for your donation 
(if that was the case)

• Vehicle identification 
number (VIN) for ve-
hicle donations

Federal tax deductions 
for small business char-
itable donations

Small businesses and in-
dividuals generally have the 
same requirements when fil-
ing to receive a tax deduction 
for charitable giving. How-
ever, there are some import-
ant issues companies should 
know about.
• Donated services are not 

deductible. However, 
out-of-pocket expenses 
associated with the dona-
tion may be deductible. 
This may include travel 
expenses and materials.

• Donated non-food inven-
tory must be reported 
according to specific 
requirements. These 
requirements are differ-
ent than those regard-
ing donated vehicles.

• Donated food must be 
reported according to 
specific requirements.

• Donated intellectual 
property must be re-
ported according to 
specific requirements.

SEE NONPROFITS | 26

NONPROFITS FROM | 24

The Alexandria Boys & Girls Club believes each child  
deserves a chance to overcome obstacles and become  

the best person they can be.

Change the world this year. Start with a child.

Donate at bgcgw.org/donate
BGCGW United Way #8047 or CFC #44919

You can offer a safe place with caring mentors where a child can learn, grow 
and reach their full potential. We serve 125 kids per day and have a waiting 
list of 40. Make a lasting difference for a child. Please give a gift today.

Give back Together We Bake
Empower women through 

gifts that give back!

Order holiday gifts  
of delicious cookies  

and granola
www.togetherwebake.org
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Donate as a small  
business

Many small businesses 
donate to nonprofit in some 
form each year. Giving to a 

charitable cause is not only 
good for society, it can also 
be good for business.

Reasons businesses 
donate

Small businesses decide to 

support charitable causes for 
a variety of reasons:
• To help society. Businesses 

can use their size and in-
fluence to make a signifi-
cant impact in a communi-
ty, or on behalf of a cause.

• To increase customer 
satisfaction or brand 
awareness. Businesses 
can set themselves apart 
from the competition and 
become more likable and 
recognizable by publicly 
supporting a cause. Some 
businesses even choose to 
involve customers in their 
charitable campaigns, or 

support nonprofit organi-
zations with missions that 
are relevant to the com-
pany’s product or service. 
For example, a technology 
firm may partner with an 
organization that teaches 
computer skills to un-
derprivileged students.

• For tax deductions. Busi-
nesses can receive a tax 
deduction for qualifying 
charitable donations.

• For employee retention 
and satisfaction. Busi-
nesses can improve em-
ployee morale and create 
a more positive company 
culture by mobilizing in 
support of a cause. Some 
companies allow employees 
to nominate nonprofits to 
partner with, or choose the 
way the company donates.

Types of business  
donations

Businesses can donate to 
a charitable cause in many 
ways:
• Money - Write a check, set 

aside a portion of reve-
nue from sales or collect 
donations from employees. 
Some companies may also 
offer to match employee 
donations, or choose to 
develop a specific prod-
uct or service and donate 
the profits from its sale.

• Volunteer - Work for free. 
Nonprofit organizations 
may need tutors, drivers, 
servers or warehouse staff, 
for example. Companies 
can schedule a time for 
employees to volunteer 
together or encourage 
staff to sign up in their 
free time. Some businesses 
may choose to offer paid 
time off for volunteering.

• Time - Establish a leave-
based donation program. 
This allows employees to 
forego their paid leave days 
in exchange for the com-
pany making a monetary 
donation to a nonprofit.

Alexandria
Aces since 2008

alexandriaaces.com

Alexandria_Aces AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces

Please contact 
Sara Berset at 
SbersetGM@

gmail.com

Thank you
for your support 
last season

with us in the 
2019 season

Intern
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Give back

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray
703-549-1108 

www.velocitycoop.org
7 days a week noon - 5pm

hopes you will consider 
Velocity Bike Coop when 
making end of the year 

charitable donations. Your 
generous contributions 

help Velocity continue its 
community outreach pro-

grams, bike 
scholar-

ships and 
encourage 
people to 

cycle more.

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption

70
3-

81
9-

52
40

# 23910

Combined Federal Campaign

Tails High
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Celebrate Christmas in Victorian  
style or with story time |   Page 32
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Planting your perennials
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tion for a blooming garden |   Page 30
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Christmas at the Old Bull & Bush
British variety show at MetroStage is 
witty, silly and risqué   |   Page 29

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

BY JILL ERBER 

Holidays are the time to 
go big and bold, especially 
with food. How do we ele-
vate our offerings in keep-
ing with the season without 
compromising approach-
ability and ease? Suffice it 
to say that nothing is more 
festive, delicious and easy 
than a bountiful cheese and 
charcuterie spread. Here are 
a few tips for building one 
that will make your guests 
swoon … without turning 
you into a Grinch. 

Cheese, charcuterie 
and accompaniments

When presenting chees-
es, we always vary milk, tex-
ture, flavor and appearance 
so everyone finds something 
yummy. Now is the time to 
take it up a notch.

• Include exotic selec-
tions studded with truffles, 
herbs or fruit. 

• Choose colorful inte-
riors or rinds to make your 
board “pop.” 

• Normally, we recom-
mend fewer cheeses, but you 
get a pass this month. Load 
‘em up and soak in the boun-
ty.

• Increase the rustic/ 
elegant vibe by incorpo-
rating thick-sliced salami, 
which still looks and tastes 

great hours later. 

Putting it together
When it comes to ar-

ranging, remember that this 
is, after all, food. You want 
it to be appealing, mouth-
watering and photo-ready. 

But you also want it to be 
approachable and edible. 

Entertain like a pro this holiday season

SEE FOODIE | 28

FILE PHOTO
Holiday entertaining can be big, bold, elevated and easy at the same time — when you go with a cheese and charcuterie spread.

TimesLiving
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

$30 until December 30
FLASH SALE

Friday, December 14, noon to midnight
$25 for online purchases only 
 www.FirstNightAlexandria.org

Don’t over-construct your 
board to the point that 
guests are afraid to touch 
it. 

• Cut hard cheeses into 
easy-to-grab chunks, but 
leave softer cheeses in 
wedges so guests get the 
fun of cutting their own 
portions.

• Place bowls of crackers 
and sliced bread nearby so 
they’re readily available. 
They don’t have to be on 
the board itself.

• Once the cheese and 
charcuterie are in position, 
toss toasted nuts, dried 
fruit and other accompani-
ments into any open spot, 
achieving the perfect bal-
ance between “soothing 
structure” and “overflow-
ing cornucopia.”

Again, go for beauty and 
bounty, but your board is 
there to be eaten with gus-
to. Plus, if it takes three 
hours to build, that defeats 
the purpose. 

Wine: sparkling, red 
and white

Sparkling is a go-to for 
the holidays because of its 
celebratory feel. But don’t 
let yourself be intimidated 
by this universal wine style 
– it can be a host’s best 
friend.

• Broaden your bubbly. 
Considered the pinnacle 
of sparkling excellence, 
Champagne is often the 
default for the category. 
However, it can be pricey, 
which scares many away 
from everyday enjoyment. 
This year, branch out and 
try some yummy alterna-
tives like Italian Prosecco. 
Love the Champagne flavor 
profile? Try Spanish Cava 
or French Blanc de Blancs, 
both of which are made in 
the Champagne method, 
but at a fraction of the price. 

• Drink it all the way 
through. Sparkling wine 
is not just for the opening 
toast. With so many styles, 
from bone dry to sweet and 
from palest yellow to bold-
est pink, it can be paired 
with almost any food on 
earth – yes, even meat. And 
it’s absolutely perfect with 
rich foods that are so com-
mon at holiday time.

Cold weather tends 
to make folks crave rich, 
juicy red wines. There are 
many to choose from, some 
more food-friendly than 
others, and in my opin-
ion, wine should always 
be food-friendly. Reds like 
Zinfandel, Cotes du Rhone, 
Pinot Noir and Barbera are 
great food enhancers and 
people pleasers. 

Of course, you can still 

serve white wine, just pick 
something on the lush 
end of the spectrum like 
Viognier, Chardonnay or 
Chenin Blanc. Always serve 
whites chilled, even when 
it’s freezing outside.

The last word
This may sound obvious, 

but holiday entertaining is 
meant to be fun for your 
guests – and you. Prepare 
in advance. Enjoy the as-
sembly. Then, while your 
cheeses are coming to room 
temperature, you’ve got 
a whole hour to beautify 
yourself. It doesn’t get any 
more festive than that.

The writer is owner 
and “Cheese Lady” 

of Cheesetique.

COURTESY/CHEESETIQUE
This year’s Thanksgiving board, which was served on a three-foot 
plank of unused cork flooring.

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

FOODIE FROM | 27
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Clever MetroStage 
production is witty, 
silly and risqué
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

If visions of sugarplums 
are dancing in your head, 
then this probably isn’t 
the show for you.  No, Vir-
ginia, this is for those who 
see Christmas as a time to 
carouse, occasionally re-
flect and celebrate camara-
derie, but most assuredly it 
will not be seen as a Victo-
rian postcard with angels in 
flight wearing halos of mis-
tletoe.

This is how this clever 
holiday variety show might 
have been performed at 
the famed Hampstead, En-
gland public house circa 
1918 – witty, silly and a lot 
risqué.  Written and direct-
ed by well-known D.C. actor 
Catherine Flye (Catch her 
now as Grandma in Billy 
Elliott at Signature The-
atre), this six-person British 
variety music hall show is 
sure to jolly up your holi-
days with Vaudeville-era 
tunes, Christmas carols, sil-
ly jokes, a sing-along and a 
moving tribute, “Christmas 
in the Trenches” – an hom-
age to this year’s 100th an-
niversary of Armistice Day. 

The chairman, played by 
Brian O’Connor, is a nattily 
dressed, elegant gent who 
is emcee to a small troupe 
of performers – Miss Flor-
rie Forde (Sherri L. Edelen), 
an endearing, middle-aged 
singer and hoofer, Miss Dai-
sy May (Katherine Riddle), 
a pretty ingenue with the 
voice of a nightingale, Mr. 
Bertie Ramsbottom (Al-
bert Coia), an endearing, 
dipsomaniacal comedian, 
Mr. Percival Pennyfeather 
(Jimmy Mavrikes), Daisy’s 
dashing love interest, and 
Maestro Peabody (Joseph 

Walsh), the music hall’s pi-
anist. (Neat fact: Florrie 
Forde was a famed Austra-
lian music hall songstress, 
who graced British stages 
with her incomparable voice 
for half a century.)

Here are the titles of a 

smattering of the 34 clas-
sic tunes, seven of which 
are audience participation 
– lyrics provided, thank you 
very much.  It should give 
you an idea of what’s in store 
from this delightful veteran 
cast: “Hold Your Hand Out, 

Naughty Boy,” “Spotted 
Dick” and “The Night She 
Cried in my Beer.” These are 
interspersed with tradition-
al English carols like “God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
and “Good King Wenceslas” 
and vaudeville-era songs 

like the tear-jerker “Sonny 
Boy,” the cockney-inspired 
“Lambeth Walk” and more. 
In the euphemistic tune, 
“Please Don’t Touch My 
Plums,” Miss Forde croons, 
“You can grope me canta-
loupes and stroke me ar-
tichokes, but please don’t 
touch my plums.”  

Expect more than 
cheeky humor in this se-
ries of vignettes played by 
these lovable cast members, 
when the troupe performs a 
snippet from “The Christ-
mas Carol” and a reading 
of John McRae’s wartime 
classic, “In Flanders Field” 
when Brits lost so many of 
their sons and fathers. Es-
pecially poignant is Kather-
ine Riddle’s exquisite voice 
and tender rendition of “In 
the Bleak Midwinter,” once 
named the best Christmas 
carol in a poll of the world’s 
leading choirmasters.

Foot-stomping (ordered 
by the chairman) lends a 
party atmosphere to this 
lively show chock-a-block 
with enough wink-wink 
double entendres to warm 
the cockles of your irrever-
ent, Christmas-loving heart.  

Set consultant, Carl 
Gudenius, costume design 
by Michael Sharp and light-
ing design by Alexander 
Keen.

Christmas crackers, Brit-
ish beers, cider, mince pies 
and sausage rolls for pur-
chase at the bar, Christmas 
at the Old Bull & Bush runs 
through Dec. 30 at Metro-
Stage: 1201 N. Royal St.  For 
tickets visit www.metro-
stage.org.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 

and culture. Visit her website 
at www.whiskandquill.com 

or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.

Christmas at the Old Bull & Bush
ARTS

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: Katherine Riddle as Miss Daisy May and Jimmy Mavrikes as Mr. Percival Pennyfeather.   
Above: Sherri L. Edelen as Miss Florrie Forde and Albert Coia as Mr. Bertie.
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HOMES 

BY MARTY ROSS

Perennial plants, the clas-
sic stars of good gardens ev-
erywhere, aren’t quite what 
they used to be – they’re bet-
ter, and they are becoming 
more important. Popular pe-
rennials introduced recently 
are setting new standards 
beyond their good looks, 
toughness and reliability. 
They are defining the role of 
gardens in our lives.

“The classic perennial 
plants I rely on are drought 
tolerant, and they attract 
pollinators and provide nec-
tar for bees and butterflies,” 
said Janet Draper, horticul-
turist at the Mary Livingston 
Ripley Garden at the Smith-
sonian Gardens in Washing-
ton, D.C. “It’s not just about 
me anymore.” 

These days, pollina-
tor-friendly plants are being 
prioritized more highly than 
ever.

Habitat loss has put in-
creasing pressure on insect 
populations, and gardens 
that attract pollinators help 

make up for the loss of wild 
nectar-rich plants that bees, 
butterflies and other polli-
nators depend on. Perennial 
plants, which, once estab-
lished, come back every year 
– usually bigger and stronger 
than the year before – can be 
the backbone of a hard-work-
ing, long-blooming, pollina-
tor-friendly garden.

One of Draper’s favorite 
perennials is Calamintha 
White Cloud, “a bee’s 
dream,” she said, “for bees 
of all stripes – from the lit-
tle tiny guys to honeys and 
bumbles, all happily buzz-
ing along all summer long.” 
This plant makes gardeners 
happy, too. “It’s a blooming 
machine,” she said, a hardy, 
low-maintenance perennial 
that doesn’t need pruning 
or pampering and isn’t both-
ered by pests.

Draper is also the presi-
dent of the Perennial Plant 
Association, and her list of 
favorite new perennials is 
long. She likes to pair the 
billowing White Cloud cal-
amintha with the purple 

globe flowers of Allium Mil-
lenium, which is the PPA’s 
plant of the year for 2018. 
She combines these two with 
the long-blooming Phlox pa-
niculata Jeana, which was 
a stand-out in trials at Mt. 
Cuba Center, a botanical gar-
den in Hockessin, Delaware. 

Jeana, which has pink 
flowers on five-foot stems, 
blooms from July through 
October and attracts more 
butterflies than any oth-
er phlox. Draper called the 
combination of Jeana phlox, 
Millenium allium and White 
Cloud calamintha “a pub for 
bees. They all like to hang 
out at the local pub,” she 
said.

Brent Horvath, a hybrid-
izer and the owner of the 
wholesale nursery Intrin-
sic Perennial Gardens, also 
gives high marks to sum-
mer-blooming alliums. His 
favorite is one of his own in-
troductions, Summer Beauty, 
which begins to bloom in July 
in his garden in Illinois. He 

PHOTO/WALTERS GARDENS INC.; WALTERSGARDENS.COM
Black-eyed Susan American Gold Rush is naturally adaptable, long-blooming and disease-resistant. It’s 
an improved form of native black-eyed Susan, and the plants bloom from summer through frost. 

PERENNIAL PLEASURES

SEE FLOWERS | 31

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 
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To build your dream home 
you need a reputable builder, 
a great lot in a great location 
and amazing architectural 
plans. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices PenFed Realty 
and Morris Construction offer 
the opportunity to get in on 
the ground floor to customize 
your luxury home in the heart 
of Del Ray, to be completed 
by summer 2019.  Morris 
Construction Company is 
a third generation, family-
owned business that 
has specialized in building 
quality custom homes in 
Northern Virginia for 60  
years. At this point, minor 
design changes to the plans 
are possible. An early purchase 
allows a fully customized 
home-building experience.

Residing in Del Ray will 

provide the convenience 
of living near restaurants and 
shopping areas, public transit 
and National Airport. It’s a 

quick drive to Washington, 
D.C., the waterfront amenities 
of Old Town, Alexandria, and 
just a few minutes across the 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

likes Summer Beauty for its 
flowers and for its long-last-
ing seed heads, which look 
great with little caps of snow 
in the winter. True classic 
perennials “have presence in 
the garden for four seasons,” 
Horvath said.

Horvath and Draper are 
both smitten by perennials 
that contribute interesting 
textures to a garden, and 
ornamental grasses fill that 
bill with aplomb. Fountain 
grass, Red Head (Pennise-
tum alopecuroides Red Head) 
blooms a month earlier than 
other fountain grasses, Hor-
vath says, with showy flow-
er heads eight inches long 
and four inches wide. When 

they’re back-lit by the sun, 
they seem to glow. 

The abundant foliage of 
Hakon grass (Hakonechloa 
macra Aureola) brightens 
shady spots and “gives the 
feeling of flowing water,” 
Draper said. She also relies 
on the vertical habit of reed 
grass (Calamagrostis Karl 
Foerster) for dramatic punc-
tuation in the garden.

Durability, availability 
and performance year after 
year are the qualities Hor-
vath insists on for classic pe-
rennials. Black-eyed Susans 
(Rudbeckia) come close, but 
many varieties are suscep-
tible to foliage diseases. A 
new Rudbeckia called Amer-
ican Gold Rush has narrow 
leaves that resist disease, 

he said. The plants produce 
golden-yellow flowers with a 
distinctive dark center from 
mid-summer through frost. 
They thrive in the heat and 

humidity of the south and 
survive brutal winters in the 
north.

Reblooming and long- 
blooming perennials are the 
new standard, according to 
Karl Batschke, product man-
ager for Darwin Perennials, 
the company that intro-
duced the colorful Sombrero 
series of coneflowers. Gar-
deners want their perennial 
flowers to bloom all summer 
long, just as many annu-
al flowers do, “and we are 
getting closer and closer to 
that,” he said. 

“There is a lot of cool new 
stuff coming along,” includ-
ing daisies (Leucanthemum) 
that bloom for three months 
and a summer-blooming can-
dytuft (Iberis). New perenni-

al lavenders and salvias on 
the market are good-looking, 
hardy and long-blooming, 
and pollinators find them at-
tractive, too, Batschke said. 
“I grew up with annuals, but 
what I see now in perennials 
coming to market – there’s 
diversity and beauty, and 
they’re all exceptional polli-
nator plants.”

It appears that butterflies 
and bees are the beneficia-
ries of the latest perenni-
al-plant introductions, but 
consumers can’t complain. 
When new plants promote 
biological diversity and also 
knock your socks off with 
fabulously long bloom times 
and performance year after 
year, gardeners hit the jack-
pot.

FLOWERS FROM | 30

PHOTO/WALTERS GARDENS INC.; 
WALTERSGARDENS.COM

This Itoh hybrid of peonies, 
blooms for only two weeks but 
with bigger, showier flowers 
than regular peonies. This is 
Bartzella, with luminous yellow 
silky petals.

Address:  12 Rosecrest 
Ave., Alexandria
Price Range: $1,750,000
Square Footage:  
5,250 sq. ft.
Bedrooms: 6

Bathrooms: 5.5
Garage: 1
Contact: Sue Elbertson, 
703-927-8357  
Email:  Sue.Elbertson@
penfedrealty.com

Are you building the Home of your Dreams?

bridge to the National Harbor. 
Call or email Sue Elbertson, 
Realtor at Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 

PenFed Realty to schedule 
your appointment to meet 
with Morris Construction and 
get started.  

Main Floor:

Second Floor:

Basement:



32 |DECEMBER 13, 2018 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

DECEMBER 13 

HOME ON CAMERON’S ‘EVE-
NING OF DESIGN’ Join interior de-
signers Todd Martz and Emily Bishop 
at Home on Cameron, located in Old 
Town, while they discuss the latest 
in interior design and remodeling. 
Guests are also treated to a private, 
complimentary, 30-minute interior 
design consultation. RSVP at the shop 
or by emailing info@homeoncameron.
com. Home on Cameron will continue 
hosting these events every third 
Thursday of each month.
Time: 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Home on Cameron, 315 
Cameron St.
Information: homeoncameron.com 

DECEMBER 14

ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY SING-
ALONG Join the Alexandria Citizens 
Band for the fun and popular Alexan-
dria Holiday Sing-Along. They’ll play 
all your musical favorites, including a 
narrated version of the magical “Twas 
the Night Before Christmas” and a 
Hanukkah Medley. Warm up your 
voices so you can sing along as they 
entertain you under the baton of Mike 
Evans. Wear your holiday sweaters 
and Santa hats. Bring your family and 
friends. There’ll even be some treats. 
The event is free of charge.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray United Methodist 
Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: www.facebook.com/
events/174884993456719

TOYS FOR TOTS Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage’s Alexandria 
office is collecting new, unwrapped 
toys for the Toys for Tots program. 
Please drop off your toy at their office 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. through Dec. 14. Monetary do-
nations can be made to www.donate.
toysfortots.org.
Time: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: 310 King St.
Information: 703-518-8300

DECEMBER 14 AND 15

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Join Mount 
Vernon for an evening of family-friend-
ly fun and fireworks choreographed 
to holiday music. Before the fireworks 
begin around 8:30 p.m., take a stroll 
through the estate while being ser-
enaded by local choirs, visit with re-en-
actors from the First Virginia Regiment 
and learn 18th-century dance moves 
from costumed guides in the green-
house. George and Martha Wash-
ington will also be on site to greet 
Mount Vernon’s holiday guests. Watch 
colonial artisans demonstrate the 
18th-century process of creating choc-
olate. Keep toasty by warming up by a 
bonfire, visiting the blacksmith shop or 
enjoying some hot chocolate or cider. 
Additional food will be available for 
purchase. The Museum and Education 
Center will also be open from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m.

Time: 5:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org

DECEMBER 15

PHOTOS WITH SANTA IN OLD 
TOWN Reserve a 10-minute slot 
for your child to meet with Santa 
by making a donation of any size to 
the Hooray for Books! special Santa 
account, which will be used to provide 
books, toys and games for the Alex-
andria Domestic Violence Program’s 
Holiday Party.
Time: All Day
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.com 

A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS AT 
LEE-FENDALL 
HOUSE Visitors to 
the Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden will 
experience a Victorian 
Christmas during this 
family-friendly holiday 
event. The house will 
be decorated for the 
season and there will 
be holiday crafts, pho-
tographs with Santa, 
seasonal treats, story 
time, an antique toy ex-
hibit and more. Guests 
may also browse the 
gift shop and do some 
last-minute holiday 
shopping. Sessions 
take place at 11 a.m., 
12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $12 for 
children up to age 12 
and $8 for adults and 
children over 12. In-
fants are free. Advance 
tickets are strongly rec-
ommended as space 
is limited. Tickets can 
be purchased through 
Eventbrite.
Time: 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY 
CONCERT: LITTLE TREE Join 
Alexandria Choral Society for their 
holiday concert, featuring the Del Ray 
Kinderchoir. The performance will 
include Julian Wachner’s “Hark! The 
Herald Sing!” and “Angels We Have 
Heard on High” arranged for chorus 
and organ, and Stephen Heitzeg’s 
“Little Tree,” a tender setting of the 
E.E. Cummings poem of the same 
name. Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 
for seniors, military and students and 
free for 13 and under. 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 2911 Cameron Mills Road
Information: www.alexandriachoral-
society.org

XMAS BUSINESS EXPO This 
event is a crowd pleaser and a one-
stop-shopping experience. They have 
provided a platform that allows you to 

browse, shop and network with many 
vendors from the DMV area. The event 
is in a great location and provides 
ample parking for you. Come through 
to see what the vendors will have for 
your shopping experience.
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St.
Information: 301-814-6882

PET ADOPTION EVENT Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage and Op-
eration Paws for Homes are teaming 
up for an adoption event. Stop by Cold-
well Banker’s Alexandria office to meet 
some wonderful dogs looking to spend 
the holidays in their forever homes. 
Can’t adopt but want to help? Stop by 
and chat with the volunteers about all 
the ways you can make a difference. 
Santa will be there to take photos of 
you and your pet. You can also drop off 

items needed for the dogs and cats in 
the shelters including blankets, towels, 
dog beds, treats, chew bones, bully 
sticks, toys and more.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 310 King St.
Information: 703-518-8300

DECEMBER 16

CRAFTERNOON PRESENTED BY 
HANDCRAFT TUESDAYS Bring 
your crafting projects and enjoy the 
company of other makers with Beatley 
Library’s monthly group. Share your 
projects, tips and ideas, and enjoy the 
company of other crafters while you 
do your craft of choice. Bring whatever 
project you’re working on and drop in. 
Any portable handwork is encouraged. 
This event takes place on the third 
Sunday of the month. No registration 
is required.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Cen-
tral Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

AN A CAPPELLA HOLIDAY PER-
FORMANCE WITH THE CAPITAL 
HEARINGS The Capital Hearings, 
D.C.’s most versatile vocal ensemble, 
will delight you with a selection of pop, 
classical and jazz music for the sea-
son. This is a concert you do not want 
to miss, so please join them for the 
celebration and meet the performers 
at a reception immediately following 
the concert. The performance starts 
at 7 p.m. and will be immediately fol-
lowed with wine and dessert at 8 p.m.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

COLONIAL HANDBELL RINGERS 
CONCERT The Colonial English 
Handbell Ringers perform clad in 
colonial attire, bringing a five-octave 
set of nearly 80 handbells from the 

world-famous Whitechapel foundry 
in London. The ringers will perform 
children’s classics, timeless holiday 
tunes and original show-stoppers. Au-
dience participation in the sing-a-long 
is encouraged. 
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: colonialringers.com/
home

DECEMBER 19

SCREENING: ‘INCREDIBLES 2’ 
Join the Charles Beatley Central Li-
brary for a movie screening of Incredi-
bles 2 (PG) from Walt Disney Pictures. 
All children must be accompanied by 
an adult.
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org 

WINTER RECITAL Join three Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra musicians 

who are sponsored by the Adopt a 
Chair program for an evening of music 
and conversation. Enjoy a variety of 
solos from the classical tradition by 
Kathy Ceasar-Spall (oboe), Kathy 
Mulcahy (clarinet), Jihea Choi (cello) 
and Sophia Kim Cook (piano). Stay 
after to mingle with the musicians 
for a reception with sumptuous 
refreshments to be held in the lobby 
following the concert. Limited seating 
is available. Highlights from the pro-
gram include Finzi’s Five Bagatelles, 
Beethoven’s Trio in E-flat major (Op. 
38) and several holiday favorites.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal 
St.
Information: www.alexsym.org

DECEMBER 22

PHOTOS WITH SANTA IN OLD 
TOWN Reserve a 10-minute slot 
for your child to meet with Santa 
by making a donation of any size to 
the Hooray for Books! special Santa 
account, which will be used to provide 
books, toys and games for the Alex-
andria Domestic Violence Program’s 
Holiday Party.
Time: All Day
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.com

A FAMILY CHRISTMAS Bring 
the kids to an unforgettable holiday 
experience as the Choral Arts Chorus 
fills the concert hall with holiday 
classics just for them. They’ll take you 
on a merry tour of holiday sing-alongs 
and Christmas favorites that will have 
your family singing all the way home. 
Expect a visit from Santa, Frosty and 
Rudolph. This one-hour concert is 
perfect for children ages 5 and up.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Schlesinger Concert Hall, 
4915 East Campus Drive
Information: http://bit.ly/2OKVKH4

DECEMBER 24 

WATERSKIING SANTA Now in 
its 33rd year, this favorite D.C.-area 
Christmas Eve event returns to Old 
Town. Gather along historic Alexan-
dria’s Potomac River waterfront for 
a spectacular show by Waterskiing 
Santa and his merry crew. The prime 
viewing area is the Alexandria City 
Marina and Waterfront Park. Come 
early to see the pre-show (on jet skis) 
and stay afterwards to meet Santa, 
Mrs. Claus and their merry crew by the 
Christmas tree.
Time: 12:45 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: www.waterskiingsanta.
com

DEC. 30

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR  Explore important sites associ-
ated with George Washington in his 
hometown of Alexandria.  This guided 

CALENDAR
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Time: 3 to 4 p.m. • Location:  Alexandria Waterfront Marina at the foot of Cameron St. 
Information: portsideinoldtown.com

DECEMBER 15
PORTSIDE HOLIDAYS: 
STORYTIME WITH SANTA 
Join Santa for a special story 
time of holiday stories. Write 
a letter to Santa at the Penny 
Post pop-up, enjoy a gourmet 
giant s’more from The Capital 
Candy Jar and a cup of hot 
cocoa from Dolci Gelati’s hot 
chocolate bar. Get in the 
holiday spirit with a special 
musical performance by 
the Cantamos children’s 
ensemble, part of the 
Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra’s Sympatico 
program.

Storytime with Santa is part of Portside in Old Town, 
Alexandria’s new waterfront programming series that offers 
free-to-the-public themed happenings in history, art, music 
and fitness with activities for families and for adults, plus 
additional pop-up experiences and events.
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walking tour of historic Old Town 
covers significant people and events 
in Washington’s life and in American 
history with stops at Ramsay House, 
Market Square, the Carlyle House, 
Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern/Charles 
Lee House, Gadsby’s Tavern, Wash-
ington’s townhouse, The Lord Fairfax 
House, “Light-Horse” Harry Lee’s 
house and Christ Church. The tour is 
free and reservations are not required. 
Time:  2 to 4 p.m.
Location:  Alexandria Visitor Center, 
221 King St., Alexandria. 
Information:  Call 703-379-7460 or 
visit www.washingtonbirthday.com

DECEMBER 31

24TH ANNUAL FIRST NIGHT 
ALEXANDRIA First Night Alexan-
dria, an annual New Year’s Eve music 
festival and the largest family-friendly 

and alcohol-free New Year’s Eve party 
in the Washington, D.C. region, re-
turns to Alexandria Dec. 31 with fun 
for the family beginning at 2 p.m., 
entertainment starting at 7 p.m. and 
a culminating fireworks display — the 
only one in the D.C. metro area — over 
the Potomac River at midnight. This 
annual New Year’s Eve bash takes 
over Old Town with more than 100 
performances at 25 warm indoor ven-
ues. New this year is a Kids Karnival 
for children 12 years old and younger 
at three locations from 6 to 9 p.m. 
that includes face painting, carni-
val-style games and a kids’ count-
down;  a bigger-than-ever party at the 
George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial featuring Magician Mike 
Rose, dance parties with DJ Good 
Times and fireworks viewing from the 
lawn; and a Variety Showcase from 8 
to 10 p.m. at Shiloh Baptist Church 
featuring comedians and spoken word 
poets. Tickets are $30 Dec. 1 through 
30 and $35 Dec. 31. 
Time: 2 p.m.

Location: Old Town
Information: firstnightalexandria.org

JANUARY 3

HIDDEN HISTORY OF ALEX-
ANDRIA, D.C. LECTURE This 
groundbreaking history uncovers 
a long-forgotten period in the 19th 
century when Alexandria left the Com-
monwealth of Virginia and became 
incorporated into the fledgling District 
of Columbia. It was an experiment 
that failed after half a century of 
neglect and a growing animosity 
between North and South. However, it 
was a fascinating time when cannons 
were dragged onto city streets for 
political rallies, candidates plied their 
voters with liquor and devastating fires 
ravaged the city. Tickets are $15 per 
person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org
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Port City Profile

The Potomack Company, 
founded 12 years ago in Old 
Town, has established itself 
as the leading Washington, 
D.C.-area auction gallery. Its 
clientele of collectors, deal-
ers, estates, historic institu-
tions and museums has also 
earned the auction house an 
international reputation.

The Potomack Company 
has offered notable collec-
tions from the estates of the 
founder of the oil compa-
ny that's now ExxonMobil; 
novelist Tom Clancy; the 
Kennedy's pre-White House 
residence and Virginia's His-
toric Long Branch. 

The Potomack Company 
achieved record prices for 
French antiques in a 2018 
auction, and as a result, the 
gallery attracted another 
important French collec-
tion for auction this Febru-
ary from a French chateau. 
Also coming in February: 
a strong Americana col-
lection that includes a let-
ter from Thomas Jefferson 
and an Albert Bierstadt oil 
painting.

For more information 

about Potomack’s services – 
auctions, appraisals, art ad-
visory, estate sales and real 
estate – call 703-684-4550 
or email info@potomack-
company.com.

AT A GLANCE
Name: The Potomack 

Company
Location: 1120 N. Fairfax 

St., 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Owner: Elizabeth Wainstein
Year opened: 2006
Type of business: Auctions, 

Appraisals, Art Advisory, 
Estate Sales and Real 
Estate

Hours of operation: 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Contact: 703-684-4550
Email: info@potomackco.com
Website:  

www.potomackco.com

The Potomack Company

COURTESY PHOTO
Architectural piece made for 
the Pension Building (now the 
National Building Museum) in 
Washington will be auctioned 
by Potomack.

When you take those kinds 
of deep understanding and 
take that to city council, when 
they vote on issues … she has 
a much better, broader per-
spective of things and what it 
means to the community.” 

In order to encourage more 
community engagement, Sil-
berberg hosted monthly cof-
fees called “Mayor on Your 
Corner” where she invited res-
idents to voice their concerns 
about what was going on in 
the city.

“City hall is the people,” 
Silberberg said. “We should 
never be separate from the 
people and we’re here to listen 
carefully. That’s why I have a 
monthly coffee. I had it as the 
vice mayor and I have it now 
as mayor and I don’t think I’ve 
ever cancelled it. Those cof-
fees have provided me with 
great ideas.”

Silberberg said it’s the time 
she’s spent out in the commu-
nity interacting with residents 
that’s been her favorite part of 
the job. 

“I’ve really enjoyed going 
to all the schools and talking 
to all the students and encour-
aging them to study hard,” 
she said. “And I’ve enjoyed all 
aspects of the job really. I’ve 
really enjoyed listening to the 
concerns of the community 

and seeing if there’s a way to 
strike a compromise.”

When asked what’s next 
for her, Silberberg said she’s 
going to keep working hard up 
until the very end of her term. 
When asked if she plans to 
run for public office again, she 
said, “Stay tuned.”

“I want to finish strong-
ly and we’re still pushing 
strongly ahead on a whole 
host of things,” she said. “My 
whole life’s been about public 
service, and it will remain so, 
and I’m looking forward to the 
next chapter of my life.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

SILBERBERG FROM | 14

Silberberg 
welcomes 
new and 
returning 
students on 
the first day 
of school in 
Alexandria. 

COURTESY 
PHOTO

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Allison Silberberg looks at a poster given to her by students when 
she was first elected that reads "Bienvenida Alcaldesa Silberberg" 
 — "Welcome Mayor Silberberg" in Spanish.
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Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
      - Thomas Jefferson

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View

To the editor:
Below is our open letter to Amazon:
Welcome to Northern Virginia. As 

the timeframe for your decision on HQ2 
drew closer, those of us who already call 
this region home began to think about 
how we’d welcome you to our communi-
ty. Community foundations have a more 
than 100-year history as community 
conveners and conversation brokers who 
work to preserve, enhance and protect 
the quality of life for our neighbors. 

This role often places us directly in 
the middle of our community’s most im-
portant decisions, most pressing issues 
and most promising opportunities. Many 
in our community believe that your deci-
sion to locate HQ2 in Northern Virginia 
is the most impactful event to happen in 
each of these categories in a generation.   

 Your arrival will bring jobs, critical 
advancements in the quality of our public 
transportation, investments in technolo-
gy education and opportunities for small 

businesses that will serve you and the 
workers you attract – among many other 
things.  Like you, we want our neighbor-
hoods to be diverse and vibrant places to 
live and work. 

We want our economic development 
to be a rising tide that lifts all boats. Com-
panies and community foundations have 
worked in tandem to address local issues 
for more than a century.  It is therefore 
our deepest hope that in partnership, we 
can reimagine solutions to workforce de-
velopment, affordable housing and other 
social problems, perhaps driven by imag-
inative technology. Perhaps solutions not 
yet seen can be invented together, by us 
working together.   

 Your arrival in Northern Virgin-
ia gives us all a chance to create a more 
regional, collaborative approach to local 
philanthropy that brings to bear the full 
capacity and weight of our nonprofit part-

Community foundation  
leaders welcome Amazon

When Allison Silberberg was sworn in as Alexandria’s new mayor in 
January 2016, it was the culmination of a whirlwind three years. 

In her first run for office back in 2012, she garnered the most votes 
of any candidate and became vice mayor. In 2015, she, along with for-
mer mayor Kerry Donley, challenged incumbent mayor Bill Euille in the 
Democratic primary. Silberberg narrowly won that three-way, heavy-
weight fight, then easily beat Euille, who waged a write-in campaign, in 
the general election that November to become mayor. 

Silberberg remained true to her campaign themes while mayor, though 
some of them were more successfully implemented than others. In her first 
week in office, she put forward a plan for ethics reform, which had been 
a major campaign promise. While council did pass an ethics reform that 
spring, it was a watered down, mostly toothless, version of her original pro-
posal.

Another of her campaign themes was environmental protection, and, 
again, while the effort was there, the results were mixed. She made in-
creasing Alexandria’s tree canopy a priority, and helped promote multiple 
tree-planting efforts around the city. She was the lone council member to 
vote against the Karig Estates development behind the Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation on Seminary Road after environmentalists said it endan-
gered an ancient stand of trees and wetlands. That development project is 
now embroiled in a lawsuit.

Her most significant policy achievement, in which she played a major 
role, may have been negotiations with the state government on the com-
bined sewer outfalls. While the city initially planned to address only three 
of the four outfalls, Silberberg advocated for dealing with all four, which 
the state later required. She also helped negotiate with then Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe (D-Va.) and state legislators on the legislation and for state fund-
ing for the project.

Numerous other initiatives came to fruition during her term, and she 
played a role in most of them, including the Amazon HQ2 relocation and 
new Virginia Tech Innovation Campus announced last month. 

Her emphasis has been on community, and no Alexandria mayor in re-
cent memory has attended more events or represented the city in public 
more than Silberberg. She crafted a city statement on inclusiveness fol-
lowing the arrival of white supremacists in Alexandria two years ago; she 
founded a council of clergy members that helped bring down silos in Alex-
andria’s faith communities; she went door to door with Police Chief Mike 
Brown in Del Ray following the June 2017 shooting at Simpson Field.

Silberberg campaigned with the slogan of being “the people’s mayor” and 
to a significant degree, she has been. While most city council votes are unan-
imous, Silberberg has been on the short end of some significant 6-1 and 5-2 
votes. In most of those votes, she sided with residents on issues of livability 
and quality of life in opposition to development projects. An example is her 
vote against changes to the city’s parking requirements, which allow devel-
opers to provide fewer spaces, that passed earlier this year by a 6-1 vote.  

Silberberg held monthly “Mayor on Your Corner” coffees and imple-
mented a “Meet with the Mayor” initiative that once a month allowed res-
idents to come to her office without an appointment and meet with her 
about any topic they wished.

At the conclusion of her final “Mayor on Your Corner” gathering last 
Saturday, a standing-room-only crowd at Union Street Public House gave 
her a standing ovation and presented her with a cake. It was a moving mo-
ment and a nice tribute.

Likewise, we thank Silberberg for her service and wish her well.

Allison Silberberg’s legacy 
as mayor

SEE AMAZON | 36
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Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings

This is the time of year so many of us 
make wishes for what we want and then 
hope that they come true over the holidays.

At ACPS we have been wishing for more 
capacity, particularly at the high school lev-
el, for some time now. Our high school has 
more than 4,000 students, and the number 
is expected to rise again in the next couple 
of years. We have trailers outside the front 
of the school and crowded hallways during 
the change of classes. There is nothing that 
any of us would like more than to 
be able to magically fix it over-
night.

At the same time, we have 
an opportunity to profoundly 
impact the long-term future of 
the high school.  If we think big 
and act boldly, we can put Alex-
andria on the map for the skills 
for which our future graduates 
are known and create a talent 
pipeline into the workforce and 
higher education for generations to come.

It is essential to go through the pro-
cess – to weigh up all the options on the 
table, explore others that we may not be 
fully aware of yet and assess new program 
options alongside the great programs we 
already have at T.C. Williams. Following 
a proper, established process is one of the 
ways that we ensure we are resolving issues 
for the long-term and taking a 360 view of 
the solution, as well as the problems we are 
setting out to solve.

In November, the administration made 
a recommendation to the school board 
both for an educational vision and an ex-
pansion strategy based on a connected 
campus concept. We are calling this a con-
nected high school network. This strategy 
was derived from a combination of ideas 
from more than 50 separate focus groups 
and expert research around skills need-
ed for the workforce of the future and the 
way students of the future need and want 
to learn.

Our goal is to mesh these with some of 
the successful programming that ACPS al-
ready has in place. This is the perfect op-
portunity to reflect on the 400-plus courses 
we already offer at T.C. Williams and build 
them into fully fledged, interconnected 

programs that offer our students a package 
of opportunities that prepare them for the 
workplace and higher education of the fu-
ture. Virginia Tech’s Innovation Campus, 
part of the Amazon deal, is arriving at a 
time when we are already reviewing our ed-
ucational vision for the high school. This is 
a genuinely exciting opportunity that needs 
to be included in any long-term plans.

The school board’s role is to ask ques-
tions about the high school project recom-

mendation, push the thinking of 
the administration and review 
the project with an open mind – 
which the board is successfully 
and actively doing. It is expected 
and exciting to have our board 
engaged in discourse around the 
future of the high school. They 
have asked to extend the date for 
a vote on the vision to Jan. 24 to 
allow them more time to digest 
the results of the community 

engagement process, assess the expert re-
search and data and consider what the ar-
rival of Virginia Tech in Alexandria means 
for ACPS. They have also asked for a cost 
analysis and an outline of possible future 
programming spaces before the January 
vote. 

It is easy to forget that this project is still 
in the early stages, between the engage-
ment phase and the define phase. Once the 
educational vision and a strategic approach 
for expansion is in place, then the work 
can really start to define the programming 
and the space needs. Ultimately, we will be 
searching for an additional 400,000 square 
feet of space across Alexandria – close to 
the size of T.C. Williams – with a focus on 
a combined environment that will support 
grades nine through 12.

It takes time, planning, discussion and 
input from the whole community to take a 
step as large and important as this to the 
future of Alexandria as a whole. It is well 
worth the extra thought, work and time to 
do it right. 

Stay up to date with the project at www.
acps.k12.va.us/hsproject.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

The future of the high school should 
be more than a fleeting holiday wish

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

To the editor:
We all too often hear about 

and see the negative commen-
tary regarding the apparent 
sad state of our schools. As a 
parent of two daughters who 
went through Alexandria City 
Public Schools and achieved 
at high levels, and as someone 
who has worked for many years 
to help all our kids achieve bet-
ter outcomes, it would be nice if 
the information about the T.C. 
Williams High School success 
in Advanced Placement test-
ing was published so we can all 
share in some good news.

For those who aren’t aware, 
a record number of students at 
T.C. Williams who scored top 
grades in AP tests this past year 
has led to ACPS being one of 

only two public school divisions 
in the state to be recognized for 
its achievement by the College 
Board. 

T.C. Williams made the Col-
lege Board’s ninth Annual AP 
District Honor Roll for expand-
ing enrollment opportunities 
for all students, while simulta-
neously achieving significant 
gains in AP test scores. This in-
crease in access was seen across 
all students, including those 
who historically have not en-
rolled in AP-level courses. 

Kudos to our kids and kudos 
to the parents, teachers, ad-
ministrators and others who are 
helping all of our children suc-
ceed at a higher level. 

-Sean McEnearney,
Alexandria

Kudos to ACPS for AP 
success

To the editor:
The holiday season often 

brings out the best and worst of 
our mental health. Depression, 
anxiety, stress and more. I’ve 
been open about my personal 
struggle with bi-polar two for a 
number of years now. I’m thank-
ful that I end each year, good or 
bad, knowing more about what 
works for me and what doesn’t 
to get through tough patches. 
I’m thankful that I’m ending this 
year in a better place than I have 
been in years.

Improving mental strength is 
not just a once a year thing, nor is 
it just for people with diagnosed 
conditions. Mental strength, 
my term for the capacity for our 
mind to overcome and manage 
through stress, depression and 
other tough spots, is important 
for all of us. We all benefit from 
improving the way we relate to 
others and ourselves.

I have doctors and a routine 
of medical care I follow for my 
condition. But the most power-
ful things I’ve discovered have 
been the non-medical things I 
do to improve my mind’s fitness. 

These include meditation, yoga, 
running and other physical and 
contemplative activities. The 
more I do these things, the more 
I’m better able to take on what-
ever is thrown my way, regardless 
of whether it is part of my condi-
tion or just part of life. When I 
am getting worked up, I go for a 
run. When a situation is causing 
stress, I know how to step back 
and slow it down so I can respond 
appropriately. 

This is why I’m excited to 
invite people to participate in 
Ease Yoga’s New Year’s mental 
strength program. I have worked 
with the great team at Ease to de-
sign a four-session workshop to 
exercise our mind and build up 
some mental strength. 

We all have the ability to train 
our minds, just as we exercise our 
bodies, to be better able to han-
dle life’s curve balls. The new 
year is a great time to start exer-
cising, but it is also a great time 
to start building up your mental 
strength.

-Rob Krupicka,
former member,  

Alexandria City Council 

Mental exercise is important
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What should the school board's priority be when it 
votes on the T.C. Williams capacity issue:
A) A programmatic approach.
B) Immediate capacity for the 2019-2020 school year.
C) A Minnie Howard rebuild.
D) A second, comprehensive high school.
E) Something else.
F) I'm not sure.

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week
What should Alexandria's delegation 
to the Virginia General Assembly 
emphasize in 2019?
25% Funding for sewer outfalls.
36% Funding for school facility 
renovations.
16% Protect state funding for localities.
23% Something else.

Denise Dunbar 
Publisher & Editor 

ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Missy Schrott 
Managing Editor 

mschrott@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens  
Sales Director 

mstevens@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
Publisher Emerita 

pculligan@alextimes.com

ALEXTIMES LLC 
Denise Dunbar 

Managing Partner

The Ariail family 
Suzanne Brock 

William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US 
110 S. Pitt St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-739-0001 (main) 
703-739-0120 (fax) 
www.alextimes.com

ADVERTISING

Marty DeVine 
mdevine@alextimes.com

Deb Riley 
driley@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
pculligan@alextimes.com 

Margaret Stevens 
mstevens@alextimes.com

Tina Franco 
Office Administrator 
tfranco@alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS

Alexa Epitropoulos 
Kim Gilliam   

Elizabeth Holm                
Louise Krafft  

Jim McElhatton  
Cody Mello-Klein 

Dr. Vivek Sinha                      
Jordan Wright

ART DIRECTOR 

Aleksandra (Sasha)  
Kochurova

graphics@alextimes.com

Dollhouses are commonly associated 
with youth – a typical bedroom accesso-
ry for a child’s bedroom. The modern-day 
dollhouse dates back to 17th-century 
Northern Europe and was not intended 
for children, but rather symbolized social 
class and wealth. 

The dollhouse collection currently on 
display for the third time at the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum represents 
much more than affluence or children’s 
toys. This exhibit portrays the African 
American experience in Alexandria over 
the past century. The miniatures that 
artists Sharon J. Frazier and Linwood M. 
Smith have created over the past two de-
cades serve as a valuable tool for cultural 
preservation. 

Both Frazier and Smith are lifelong 
residents of Alexandria. Both attended 
Parker-Gray High School, which was built 
in 1950, strictly for African Americans. 
Upon graduation, Frazier began her ca-
reer as a public health nurse and Smith 
worked as a mechanic for the city. 

It wasn’t until 1994 that Frazier invited 
Smith to assist with her artisan hobby of 
creating dollhouses. Smith had a passion 
for woodwork: he loved restoring antique 
trunks and building sentimental gifts for 
friends in the community. As their part-
nership and collection grew, they began 
to realize the potential to create a series, 
focusing on the history of Alexandria. 

Early, free, black neighborhoods con-
sisted of: The Bottoms, Hayti, Uptown 
and Petersburg. After the Civil War, as 
people migrated to Alexandria in order to 
escape slavery behind Union lines, the Af-
rican American population rose to 5,300 
by 1870.

During the years of segregation, these 
neighborhoods were the only areas in 
which  African Americans could own 
property or a business. Nearly all the doll-
houses are located within the Parker-Gray 
Historic District, also known as Uptown. 

Though Frazier and Smith focus 
on the positive characteristics of their 
neighborhood, we must realize most of 

these establishments existed amidst the 
shameful years of segregation. For in-
stance, the “Robert Robinson Library,” 
built in 1940 in response to the 1939 sit-in 
at Barrett Branch Public Library, carried 
limited, second-hand resources that all 
African American students in the city had 
to share. 

Frazier and Smith recall having to wait 
in line for a turn with the limited ency-
clopedias to complete their homework 
assignments. The “Rooming House” is 
an example of families who opened-up 
their homes to accommodate African 
American travelers through Alexandria. 
White-owned department stores often 
did not permit African Americans to use 
their fitting-rooms. Therefore, a trip to 
the “Seamstress’s House” was necessary. 

Local visitors reminisce about their 
youth, with memories of a close-knit 
community which fostered the success 
of its children. The exhibit also appeals 
to international visitors who can relate 
to displays like the “One Room School 
House” or “Preparing Thanksgiving Din-
ner.” Come visit the Alexandria Black 
History Museum to view all 26 of these 
ornate and detailed doll houses and learn 
about the African American experience in 
Alexandria. 

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

‘Our Alexandria’ dollhouse collection 
offers glimpse at black history

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM

ners, our collective community knowl-
edge and our shared impulse to help build 
community through philanthropy.  We 

look forward to working with you, prob-
lem solving with you and advancing our 
community’s best interests, together.   

-Heather Peeler, President and 
CEO, ACT for Alexandria;

Jennifer Owens, President and CEO, 
Arlington Community Foundation;
Amy Owen, President, Community 

Foundation for Loudoun and 
Northern Fauquier Counties
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LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUB-
LIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, January 2, 2019 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

BAR #2018-00530
Request for alterations at 314 
Queen Street
Applicants: Louis & S 
usan Walsh 

BAR #2018-00538
Request for alterations at 728 
Franklin Street
Applicant: Jeffrey L. Getty 

BAR #2018-00546
Request for alterations at 500 
Queen Street
Applicant: Catherine Webster, 
Executrix for Estate of Catherine 
D. Garber 

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets. 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.
For information about this appli-
cation or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandri-
ava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2018-
00106
2601 Mainline Blvd – Proposed 

Business:  Potomac Yard Metro
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit for Interim 
surface parking lot for the use 
of construction; zone CDD/Co-
ordinated Development District 
Zone
APPLICANT: Potomac Yard 
Development, LLC
PLANNER: Abigail Hartwell- 
Abigail.Hartwell@alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zon-
ing.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than January 2, 2018

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
JANUARY 2019

The items described below will 
be heard by the Planning Com-
mission and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the begin-
ning of the meeting without 
discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered sepa-
rately. The Planning Commis-
sion reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing 
to a future date. For further 
information, call the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning 
at 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY  
COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Classifieds

Wilcox also said she op-
poses building a second 
high school for multiple 
reasons.

“I think an additional, 
comprehensive high school 
is a mistake,” she said. “For 
one thing, it doesn’t get us 
the capacity fast enough. It 
would be very expensive. … 
I just don’t see a happy end-
ing to the story of a second 
high school in the City of 
Alexandria with our histo-
ry, with our demographics, 
with the identity that the 
high school has in the com-
munity.”

Lorber shared Wilcox’s 
sense of urgency that ad-
ditional capacity is needed 
immediately.

“I’m one that’s always 
pushing for trailers or por-
table classrooms – anything 
you can do to relieve the 
pressure and give teachers 
better teaching conditions; 
give kids better learning 
conditions,” Lorber said.

Hutchings said he’s not 
as concerned about imme-
diately solving the capacity 
issue.

“We need to keep re-
minding our communi-
ty that we’re not going to 
have 1,000 more kids next 
year,” Hutchings said. “It’s 
not like we’ve got 10 years 
to work with, because we 
don’t, but there isn’t a sense 
of urgency that we have to 
build something tomorrow. 
I think that we have other 
things in the works that’s 
going to help with our ca-
pacity issues.”

Rief’s preferred approach 
is a second high school and 
she’s open-minded about 
where it might go.

“I’m inclined to think 
that a second comprehen-
sive high school would be 
the best approach,” she 
said. “I think the second 
high school might not be 
where Minnie Howard is 
located. … It could be else-
where in the city.”

Suarez said the final 
product could be a com-
bination of elements from 
various proposals.

“The three options 
that were presented at the 
[Nov. 8] board meeting, just 
speaking for myself, I don’t 
think they’re all mutual-
ly exclusive either,” Suarez 
said. “It could be different 
approaches that are created 
that we adopt as well.”

An emerging consen-
sus

Most school board mem-
bers have expressed support 
for a rebuild of Minnie How-
ard school to alleviate the 
overcrowding issue. 

There’s a sense this re-
build could happen relative-
ly quickly, because the city 
owns the property, and that 
rebuilding Minnie Howard 
could be either an inter-
im solution to capacity or 
the long-term solution. It 
could remain part of T.C. 
Williams, be a second high 
school or be a step toward 
a separate comprehensive 
school elsewhere in the city.

“We’re going to have to 
build a second building on 
Minnie Howard, the biggest 
building we can,” Nolan 
said at the Dec. 6 meeting. 

Graf, Anderson, Lorb-
er and Wilcox have all also 
expressed support for a re-
build at the Minnie Howard 
site.

“I think a rebuild of Min-
nie Howard is pretty obvi-
ous,” Wilcox said. “So why 
can’t we just go ahead and 
do that?”

What’s next
The consensus on the 

school board appears to be 
that much more community 
engagement is needed be-
fore a decision can be made 
about a high school capac-
ity plan. Board members 
have also asked for signif-
icant and specific data on 
site analysis. It remains to 
be seen whether these con-
cerns can be alleviated by 

Jan. 24, despite Hutchings’ 
desire to hold the vote then.

Campbell said at the 
Dec. 6 meeting that admin-
istrators have not provided 
enough specific informa-
tion about cost and project-
ed outcomes for the board 
to make a decision.

Likewise, Rief said she 
would like to see more in-
formation.

“I think what’s needed is 
a thorough feasibility study 
of the current proposal and 
a feasibility study of build-
ing a second high school,” 
she said. “I’m really curi-
ous. I’m looking forward to 
seeing what additional in-
formation is presented be-
tween now and then.”

Suarez emphasized that 
the board has to take what-
ever time necessary to get 
sufficient community in-
put. 

“Speaking for myself, I 
don’t think we want to slow 
roll the decision,” he said. 
“But I also do want to make 
sure that the community is 
fully invested and has full 
opportunity to have input 
on whatever decision is 
made.”

Graf said more data is 
needed on how big a build-
ing can be put on the Min-
nie Howard property.

“We can make time to 
make the right decision,” 
she said.

At the Dec. 6 meeting, 
Board Chair Ramee Gentry 
asked Hutchings to provide 
the specific information 
that the consultant used 
in recommending one high 
school instead of two and 
recommending against a 
rebuild on the Minnie How-
ard site.

“It’s helpful for people 
to understand that options 
were looked at and discard-
ed,” Gentry said. “What 
was problematic about the 
other options? If people are 
asking these questions, it 
means current information 
does not answer that.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Weekly Words

38. Soon-to-be ex-college student
40. More ominous and serious
42. Jelly thickener in a lab
44. Author Roald
45. Snack cookie choice
46. Vacation "activity," ironically
48. White blanket on the road
50. Menswear options
51. Protected wading bird
53. Foolish behavior
54. Feeling of boredom
57. Wedding acquisition
58. Emperor called "Little Greek"
59. Isn't anymore
65. Prepare for a first flight, as a bird
67. Deck with symbols
70. Ridiculously silly
72. Popped up
73. Major contributor
75. Wisconsin city
76. Mental keenness
77. Adage or motto
78. Heating option
79. Raccoonlike carnivore
81. Stallion's greeting
83. Off-the-wall answer
84. Not nigh

85. Like the Mohave floor
86. Worker just for the holidays
88. Montreal's Christmas
92. Russian vodka brand
93. Court issuance
94. Port-au-Prince monetary unit
95. Striped comics canine?
101. Cape Town monies
103. Sensation of excitement
105. Slender
108. Prefix with state
109. Bumps out of office
111. Related product
112. Eight on a team
114. Bridge defenders
115. Gross and sticky
116. Bat Masterson weapon
117. Mining finds
119. Blinkers
121. Beards growing in fields
123. Makes an exit
124. Individual, as a Ranger?
125. Bounds
127. Belief system suffix
128. Dip bread, e.g.
129. Hasty retreat

DRY RUN By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Knock over
7. Gilligan's place
13. ___ Aviv, Israel
16. Sense for the gifted
19. Unlike digital watches
20. Beer in a bar, sometimes
21. Encircle
23. Start digging (Pt. 1)
26. Clerical leave
27. Physical likeness
28. Yule decoration
29. Faucets
30. Be predisposed
32. Eye glass
34. Make larger
36. Saturn's wife
39. Bust a joint?
41. Become puddles
43. Fiery intensity
47. Uh-uhs and nopes
49. Coriander kin
52. Way less good-looking
55. "So, there you ___"
56. Start digging (Pt. 2)
60. Collective bargaining side
61. Mr. Cornell of the university
62. Cayuse strap
63. "Thanks ___!"
64. Glower
65. No longer in a bear trap
66. Praises loudly

68. "I Saw ___ Standing There"
69. Be down with something
71. Noted violin type, cut
74. Langley, Va. spy org.
75. Wordy music genre
78. Deed holder
80. It features a twist
82. Try to grab off a shelf
84. Piedmont province
87. Mideast gulf
89. Topflight
90. Arise
91. Start digging (Pt. 3)
96. Give a BB gun to
97. Word with book or zoo
98. Plant killer
99. Tip bills, often
100. Printer's proof, cut
102. Landed lightly
104. Crude abodes
106. 67.5 degrees, directionally
107. It has a negative charge
110. Jackson 5 guitarist
113. Drift from town to town
115. Symbol on a screen
118. In the raw
120. Battery type, briefly
122. Score 2 on a par-4, e.g.
126. Start digging (Pt. 4)
130. Israeli parliament
131. Carried by the wind
132. Make it to an event

133. "Certainly!"
134. Mr. go-with
135. Uses cash
136. Housekeeper's busywork

DOWN
1 Broken by a dude?
2. Black gem
3. Glass section
4. Kilt crease
5. Hang outside a store, e.g.
6. Commonly cracked item
7. SALT missile
8. Sandbank formation
9. Gargantuan
10. Go-ahead
11. "Improved" go-with
12. "Darn!"
13. Jacket material
14. Goofed
15. Hawaiian wear
16. Volcano in Italy
17. Bargain hunt
18. Darlings in some families
22. Noted fur capitalist
24. Concealing
25. Seafood catcher
31. Indian restaurant bread
33. Completely closed
35. Base of poi
36. Forceful, forward flow
37. Leap like a feline

FRANK “BILL” BEALE (95), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2018

EVA M. BEHAN (76), of Alexandria, Dec. 6, 2018

JEFFREY C. BRADLEY (69), of Alexandria, Nov. 22, 2018

JOSEPH O. BUNTING JR. (85), of Alexandria, Nov. 7, 2018

ROBERTA H. DOVE (90), of Alexandria, Dec. 4, 2018

ARTHUR F. FURMAN (85), of Alexandria, Dec. 4, 2018

MARTHA J. GRIFFIN (87), of Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2018

DONNA L. MADDOX (55), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 5, 2018

DIANE T. MARSHALL (73), of Alexandria, Nov. 29, 2018

DANIEL F. MULCAHY JR., of Alexandria, Dec. 6, 2018

HARRY A. PHILLIPS (67), of Alexandria, Nov. 29, 2018

RUTH R. SNYDER (83), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 29, 2018

LORENE A. WRIGHT, of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2018

ROBERT “BIG ROB” WRIGHT JR. (42), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 
2018

DEATH NOTICES
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Information/Discussion item: 
Draft FY 2020 Long Range Plan-
ning Interdepartmental Work 
Program, City of Alexandria 
Department of Planning and 
Zoning

Special Use Permit #2018-0069
1 Cameron Street (Parcel Ad-
dress: 5 Cameron Street) – Chart 
House
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special use 
permit amendment for outdoor 
speakers at an existing restau-
rant; zoned: CD/ Commercial 
Downtown.
Applicant: Alexandria Wa-
terfront Associates Limited 
Partnership

Special Use Permit #2018-0104
1011 Duke Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special use per-
mit for a parking reduction with 
lot modifications for a commer-
cial to residential use conversion; 
zoned: CL/ Commercial low.
Applicant: Steven R. Saunders 

Text Amendment #2018-0015
Zoning Ordinance Practical 
Updates
Initiation of a text amendment 
and public hearing and consider-
ation of a text amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to add Sec-
tion 2-113.2 to define attic spac-
es, Section 2-120.1 to define bay 
windows, and Section 2-200.1 to 
define trellises; to amend Section 
4-300 to remove private school, 
commercial, from the list of 
special uses; to amend Section 
7-100 to redefine the permitted 
location of accessory structures; 
to amend Section 7-200 to allow 
additional structures to be 
permitted in certain yards; and 
to amend Section 7-300 to add 
additional uses permitted as 
home occupations.
Staff: City of Alexandria Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Rezoning #2018-0006
Development Special Use Per-
mit #2017-0025
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2018-
0078
1201 North Royal Street - Crad-
dock Site Redevelopment
Public hearing and consider-
ation of requests for: (A) an 
amendment to the official zoning 
map to change the zone at 1201 
North Royal Street from CD-X 

to CRMU-X and the adjacent 
outparcel from UT to CRMU-X; 
(B) a development special use 
permit and site plan with modi-
fications to construct multifam-
ily dwellings, including special 
use permits to increase the floor 
area ratio from 1.5 to 2.5 in the 
CRMU-X zone, utilize the 30 
percent density bonus including 
a height increase of 12 feet for an 
arts and cultural anchor in Old 
Town North and a reduction of 
the number of required loading 
spaces for the arts and cultural 
anchor; and (C) a special use 
permit for a transportation 
management plan; zoned: CD-X/
Commercial Downtown (Old 
Town North) and UT/Utilities 
and Transportation. 
Applicant: 1201 N. Royal LLC., 
represented by Kenneth W. 
Wire, attorney 

Encroachment #2018-0013
901 and 901 A North Fairfax 
Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for an encroachment 
into the public right-of-way on 
Montgomery Street and N. Lee 
Street (Mount Vernon Trail) for 
parking garage vents; zoned: 
CRMU-X/Commercial Resi-
dential Mixed-use (Old Town 
North).
Applicant: CP Alexandria Own-
er LLC., represented by Kenneth 
W. Wire, attorney

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE
FIXTURE LIQUIDATION SALE 
Begins 12/10 Former Staples 
Location 420 East Hanes Mill 
Rd Winston -Salem NC 27105 
Gondola & Pallet Shelving, 
Ladders, Lift, Baler, MORE Pics- 
www.RSFNC.com or Call Kevin 
704-579-2724

BANNISTERS FOR SALE, 
$300.00. Brenda R. Adams 
703-622-3017

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck drivers.  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide.  Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook) 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Español. 
BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY/
TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: CER-
TIFED BUYER will PAY CA$H for 
R12 cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; www.refriger-
antfinders.com 

Classifieds
ABC NOTICES

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Public Links Inc

Pinecrest Golf Course

6600 Little River Tpke

Alexandria

Fairfax 22312-1306

Wine and Beer On Premises

Sarah Oberther
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703.549.9292  |  109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  McEnearney.com

For more than 38 years our Associates have lived in  
and supported the Alexandria community.

#WeAreAlexandria

Welcome to our newest Associates!
We are McEnearney and We Are Growing!

As we grow, our mission remains the same:
Clients First. Clients Always.

Bretta Bombac  |  Linda Ann Brown  |  Stephanie Burton

Tracy Dunn  |  Kristina Eells  |  Margot Lynn

Rebecca McCullough  |  Rebecca McMaster  |  James Morrison

Christopher Perry  |  Christine Robinson  |  John Shannon

Joe Teipe  |  Lindsay Underwood  |  Klanci Vanderhyde

*Clockwise from bottom left.


