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New mayor says budgeting  
process, local governance  
issues will define his term
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Justin Wilson took Alexandria’s oath 
of office for the fourth time at the city 
council initiation ceremony on Wednes-
day night. It was his first time, though, 
being sworn in as mayor. 

As he makes the leap from vice may-

or to mayor, Wilson said his initial focus 
will be on getting the new council, which 
has four newcomers, acclimated and 
through the nearly three-month-long 
budgeting process. 

“My first priority with the majority 
new council and [being] the new mayor 
is working to learn each other’s person-
alities and how we work together and to 

Park along Potomac 
River repurposed  
by renovation
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The waterfront section of 
Windmill Hill Park was offi-
cially re-opened on a blustery 
day in November, complete 
with a ceremony and rib-
bon-cutting by then-Mayor 
Allison Silberberg. It marked 

the completion of a lengthy 
revitalization project of the 
park between Union Street 
and the Potomac River in Old 
Town.

With a revamped, fully 
integrated dog park, a living 
shoreline and better access 
to the waterfront, Windmill 
Hill Park’s shoreline looks 

The evolution of 
Windmill Hill Park

SEE PARK | 9

Justin Wilson steps 
into mayoral office

SEE WILSON | 8

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The waterfront section of Windmill Hill Park officially re-opened in 
November.

PHOTO/JEREMY MILLER
Then-Vice Mayor Justin Wilson hands out birthday cupcakes at the Alexandria Birthday Cele-
bration in July.

“I’m in public service because I enjoy it, and I enjoy seeing the 
results when we all work together and all row in the same direction.”
      - Justin Wilson, Mayor of Alexandria

PHOTO COURTESY OF FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA
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Happy New Year
Wishing all of my 

friends, neighbors, and 
clients a happy, healthy 

and prosperous 2019.

Christine Garner 
Weichert Realtors

121 N. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 587-4855
fax: 703.549.0368

www.christinegarner.com
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Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

IVYHILLCEMETERY.NET
703.549.7413

2823 King Street, Alexandria

 Hi, I’m Tyler!   My friends at the shelter say I’m a tripod  - 
but just because I have three legs,  doesn’t stop me from 

doing all my favorite things: running, exploring and saying 
hi to all the new people I meet.

 With my big smile and can-do attitude, I make new friends 
everywhere I go, and now I’m hoping to make a best friend 

and find a home to call my own.  

Please call 703.746.4774 or email adoptions@
alexandriaanimals.org for more information. 

THANK YOU

R E A L T O R S®

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Hello 2019! ~ 

CORRECTION:
In the Dec. 13 letter to the editor “Community foundation leaders welcome Amazon,” the names of two 
co-signers were omitted. The list of co-signers in its entirety is: Heather Peeler, president and CEO, ACT 
for Alexandria; Jennifer Owens, president and CEO, Arlington Community Foundation; Amy Owen, presi-
dent, Community Foundation for Loudoun and Northern Fauquier Counties; Eileen Ellsworth, president, 
Community Foundation for Northern Virginia; and Bruce McNamer, president and CEO, Greater Wash-
ington Community Foundation. The Times regrets the error. 

Boozy Taco Bell spices up Old Town
Crunchwrap connoisseurs 

and frozen marg fanatics, 
rejoice – Old Town’s boozy 
Taco Bell is finally open.

After almost a year of an-
ticipation, the new Taco Bell 
Cantina opened at 417 King 
St. on Dec. 20, serving up all 
of the Taco Bell fan favorites 
plus new shareable items. 
The hallmark of the Canti-
na menu, though, is its beer, 
wine and alcoholic Twisted 
Freezes. 

While there had been ru-
mors circulating about wheth-
er the restaurant would have 
its liquor license by the time 
it opened, a Taco Bell spokes-
person confirmed that the li-
cense has been approved. 

Taco Bell first introduced 

its “elevated urban experi-
ence” in late 2015, accord-
ing to a press release. Since 
then, Taco Bell has opened 
more than 30 fast-casual 
restaurants in urban spac-
es across the United States, 
19 Cantinas – whose menus 
include alcohol – and 16 Ur-
ban In-line restaurants. The 
brand’s goal is to design each 
restaurant experience so that 
it represents the local com-
munity around it, according 
to the release.

The new urban concepts 
mark a shift in the Taco Bell 
brand, as it has been histori-
cally focused on suburban lo-
cations with drive-thrus. Not 
having a drive-thru is one 
commonality across Canti-

na restaurants, in addition 
to featuring open kitchen 
concepts. The brand plans to 
continue its expansion into 
urban and downtown neigh-
borhoods with the goal of 
opening nearly 50 more ur-
ban restaurants in 2019, ac-
cording to the release.

The Alexandria Cantina 
has 72 total seats, 52 indoor 
and 20 outdoor, according to 
its special use permit appli-
cation. It will operate from 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. daily, with out-
door dining ending at 11 p.m. 
The outdoor limit was added 
when the proposal went be-
fore city council in March, 
after residents expressed 
concerns about noise.

- mschrott@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Times 
has promoted Missy Schrott, 
formerly a reporter and pho-
tographer, to be the paper’s 
managing editor. In her new 
role, Schrott manages the 
Times’ production each week 
and has also assumed addi-
tional editing and supervi-
sory duties. A graduate of 
the University of Richmond, 
Schrott joined the Times in 
late 2017. She has covered Al-
exandria schools, city coun-
cil and written numerous 
feature stories since joining 
the Times. Her work includes 
the acclaimed investigative 
piece, “The history beneath 
T.C. Williams,” which ex-
plored various facets of the 
T.C. Williams High School 
stadium lights controversy.

Replacing Schrott as 

Times reporter and photog-
rapher is Cody Mello-Klein, 
a native of the Boston area 
who received his B.A. and 
M.A. from Northeastern 
University. Mello-Klein has 
written extensively about 
the gaming industry and is 
assuming the Times’ gener-

al assignment beat of local 
government, schools, crime, 
features and sports. His first 
Times feature ran in the Dec. 
20 Times and profiled an Al-
exandria girl who is head ac-
olyte at the National Cathe-
dral in D.C.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

New roles at the Alexandria Times

MISSY SCHROTT
Managing Editor

CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Reporter and Photographer
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3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

We are proud to offer
General & Preventative Care for Families

Green, holistic and homeopathic solutions
Orthodontics and ortho alternatives 

Cosmetic and custom smile design center
Sleep and airway wellness clinic 

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Alexandria's  
Holistic Dentist

The Alexandria Police 
Department reported two 
robberies between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day. 

On Dec. 27, several sus-
pects stole a purse and 
phone from a woman, ac-

cording to a news release. 
The robbery took place at 
North Lee and Quay streets. 

On Dec. 31, a robbery 
occurred at Mount Vernon 
and Windsor avenues, ac-
cording to a news release. 

In this incident, three sus-
pects stole a wallet from a 
victim.  

No injuries or arrests 
were reported in either in-
cident. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

CRIME
Two robberies reported over holidays

The Virginia Early 
Childhood Foundation re-
cently awarded the Alex-
andria Early Care & Educa-
tion Work Group a $250,000 
grant, according to a news 
release. ACT for Alexandria 
served as the fiscal agent 
for the grant. 

This is one of six grants 
given to local communi-
ties that offer innovative  
approaches to expand  
access to high-quality  
preschool for at-risk chil-
dren through partnerships 
with community-based ear-
ly childhood programs, ac-

cording to the release. 
With the grant money, 

the ECEW plans to add two 
new mixed-delivery class-
rooms, each with 18 stu-
dents, in two underserved, 
high-need neighborhoods, 
according to the release.

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Two new voting precincts proposed
A proposed ordinance 

to establish two new voting 
precincts will go before city 
council this month, accord-
ing to the Office of Voter 
Registration and Elections. 

The new precincts would 
be in the West End and Ei-
senhower East. In the West 
End, two existing precincts 
are proposed to be split 
into three, creating the new 

Olympus precinct with the 
Olympus Condominium as 
the voting location. In Ei-
senhower East, the Lee Cen-
ter precinct would be split 
into two, creating the new 
AlexRenew precinct with the 
AlexRenew Environmental 
Center as the voting location. 

The Alexandria Electoral 
Board will hold open hous-
es on Jan. 3 and Jan. 5 to 

get public input and answer 
questions about the pro-
posed ordinance. 

The ordinance goes to 
council at its Jan. 8 legisla-
tive session. If council votes 
to proceed, it will be docket-
ed for final passage on Jan. 
12. If passed, the new pre-
cincts will be effective for 
2019 elections. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

Local education group earns grant

Donita M. Greene, 
president of the Board of 
Lady Managers of Inova 
Alexandria Hospital 
presents Dr. Rina Bansal, 
the hospital's chief medical 
officer and acting chief 
executive officer, with a 
check for $97,000 at their 
annual holiday luncheon.

COURTESY PHOTO

Lady  
Managers 
of Inova
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Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

Brandywine resident since 2015

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because building a snowman is more fun than shoveling

NOWOPEN!
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BACH,
BRANDENBURGERS

Brandenburg Concertos 2, 4 & 5

FRIDAY
JAN 11
7:30PM

(703) 548-0885    •    www.alexsym.org

Featuring ASO musicians. Food generously 
provided by Port City Brewery, the German 
Gourmet and Pork Barrel BBQ.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
228 S. Pitt St. • Alexandria, VA • 22314

$40 adult  / $5 youth

& Brews!

The Fantasticks                               1/12 - 2/2

Try to remember a time when 
your greatest adventure was 
the first romance of your life. 
This funny and sentimental 
musical is the deceptively 
simple tale of a boy, a girl, and 
their meddlesome fathers who 
nudge them toward marriage by 
pretending to keep them apart. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Former Alexandria City 
Councilor Albert George Cook 
III, who also served as pres-
ident of Colonial Parking, 
died of acute kidney failure at 
Goodwin House Alexandria 
on Dec. 16. He was 85.

Cook was born on Sept. 
28, 1933 in Annapolis, Mary-
land to Navy Captain Albert 
George Cook Jr. and Harriet 
Graham Scales Cook. 

Unable to follow the path 
of service taken by his father, 
grandfather and uncles to the 
U.S. Naval Academy due to a 
birth injury to his foot, Cook 
had to find another path. He 
worked as a forest ranger, 
where he established a life-
long passion for the outdoors 
and horseback riding before 
he moved to Washington D.C. 
with the intention of enter-
ing the foreign service or law 
school. 

Cook ended up staying in 

the area for 63 years, serving 
the public in a different – but 
important – capacity as both 
a businessman and politician.

Cook attended George 
Washington University where, 
in 1956, while still an under-
graduate journalism student, 
he began working part-time 
for Colonial Parking, a park-
ing company that services 
businesses throughout the 
D.C. metro area. What started 
out as a job painting stripes 
in parking lots became a full-
time career, and when Cook 
retired from the company in 
1993, he did so as president 
and chief executive officer.

At Colonial Parking, Cook 
displayed values that would 
come to define him as a poli-
tician and person throughout 
his life.

“He really just put his nose 
to the grindstone and said that 
if you were working as hard as 
you can for the right cause, 
that’s all you can do,” Cook’s 

daughter Katherine Cook said.
Also in 1956, Cook went on 

a blind date with a fellow G.W. 
student, Marylou Bernard. 
The next year, on June 1, 1957, 
they got married.

The couple settled in Al-
exandria and, in 1963, Cook 
launched his career in politics 
by supporting political and 
legal efforts to end the poll 
tax in Alexandria. Cook was 
already establishing a legacy 
of community-focused poli-
ticking.

In 1969, Cook won a city 
council special election and 
helped run a successful gu-
bernatorial campaign for Lin-
wood Holton (R-Va). In 1970, 
Cook was elected to serve a 
full term on city council and, 
after opting not to run for 
re-election in 1973, was re-ap-
pointed to council in 1975 to 
fill a vacancy.

Cook joined the Alexandria  

Former City Councilor 
George Cook dies at 85

SEE COOK | 7

COURTESY PHOTO
George Cook with his wife of 61 years, Lou Cook.
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

City Council at a time of great 
upheaval. Alexandria was 
struggling to leave behind a 
segregated past for a diverse, 
accepting future and entering 
into a period of rapid devel-
opment. During his time on 
city council, Alexandria ad-
dressed school integration, 
developed Market Square, 
Tavern Square and Bankers 
Square along King Street and 
broke ground on the Wash-
ington metropolitan area’s 
fledgling Metro system. 

Cook served on what is 
still referred to as the “Dream 
Council,” with three Republi-
cans, including Cook, and four 
Democrats. Cook’s passion for 
the people of Alexandria and 
his constant desire to bring 
them together helped the 
council succeed.

“More than anything else, 
his politics were about finding 
consensus, finding a middle 
ground, negotiating consen-
sus,” David Speck, a former 

city council member who 
Cook mentored, said. “He was 
a master at bringing people 
together.”

Cook was a true retail pol-
itician. Those who knew him 
said he used his extroverted 
personality and social intelli-
gence to get things done, and 
that he took the time to talk to 
people in order to understand 
their problems and how he 
could address them.

“His big gifts were always 
being positive, always listen-
ing and his patience,” Kather-
ine Cook said. 

Cook also served on the 
first Board of Visitors at 
George Mason University, 
where, in 1994, he later taught 
public policy to graduate stu-
dents. He sat on more than 10 
boards that ranged from the 
Girl Scouts to the National 
Parking Association.

Despite the condition of his 
foot, Cook remained an avid 
outdoorsman and horseback 
rider. For more than 25 years, 
drawn by the spiritual gran-

deur of the West, Cook and his 
friends took annual, two-week 
pack trips. Cook never let his 
pain get in the way of enjoying 
life.

“The thing I think I ad-
mired the most about George 
was his incredible physical 
and emotional courage,” Rich-
ard Nash, a friend of Cook’s 
who went on the yearly pack 
trips, said. “It was something 
to watch him on a horse. To 
watch him overcome that pain 
was truly amazing.” 

Despite his wide-ranging 
interests, Cook’s passion re-
mained focused primarily on 
his family.

Cook is survived by his wife 
of 61 years, Lou Cook, daugh-
ters Katherine Bennett Cook 
of Alexandria and Kelly Adair 
Cook of West Hartford, Con-
necticut, sons Albert George 
Cook IV and William Bernard 
Cook., both of Alexandria, and 
seven grandchildren now liv-
ing in Denver, Brooklyn, Phil-
adelphia and Alexandria.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COOK FROM | 6

COURTESY PHOTO
Cook (left) with former Virginia Governor Linwood Holton (R-Va.) (right).
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build a vision for how we’re 
going to operate together,” 
Wilson said. 

Since he won the Dem-
ocratic primary for mayor 
in June after a heated race 
against then-Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, Wilson said he 
has been working to get the 
Democratic council nomi-
nees, all of whom were elect-
ed in November, up to speed. 

“We’ve had big and small 
decisions to make over the 
last month, from small things 
like who sits where on the 
dais to big things like who’s 
going to be on which board 
and commission,” Wilson 
said. “I think we have a good 
lineup that plays to people’s 
strengths and weaknesses.” 

Wilson and councilors 
John Chapman and Del Pep-
per are the only three return-
ing members on Alexandria’s 
seven-seat council this term. 
They are joined by newcom-
ers Canek Aguirre, Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker, Amy Jackson 
and Mo Seifeldein. 

Several Alexandria lead-
ers said Wilson is well-
equipped to lead a majority 
new council. 

“The council coming is a 
council that is going to need 
some time to verse them-
selves in the issues facing 
the city, and Justin has years 
and years of experience deal-
ing with all of those issues,” 
Glenn Hopkins, president and 

CEO of Hopkins House, said. 
“He understands that he 

needs to be mindful of the 
fact that there are some sea-
soned council members but 
also new council members,” 
he said. “So in order to get 
new legislation through, 

he’s going to have to be very 
thoughtful in making sure 
the new members are well 
educated about what those 
issues are, and the ongo-
ing council members will 
certainly have to be patient 
during that process.”

Mark Eaton, co-chair of 
the T.C. Williams High School 
English Department and for-
mer school board member, 
said Wilson will not only be 
leading a majority new coun-
cil, but a younger one as well. 
Wilson has gone from be-
ing the youngest member of 
council – he was 29 during 
his first term – to one of the 
oldest. 

“I think Justin is well 
suited to lead the council in 
what’s clearly been a demo-
graphic shift,” Eaton said. 1207 King Street 

Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
This holiday season, 
treat yourself to one 
of our new accent 
lamps. You and 
your relatives will 
enjoy the illumining 
conversation. 

SEE WILSON | 21

WILSON FROM | 1

www.acdsnet.org

G
R
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ES

 K
–8

START STRONG. 
START HERE.

At ACDS, we challenge and inspire 
students with a rigorous curriculum in a 

safe, welcoming, and student-centered 
environment. The result: confident, 

caring, and future-ready community 
members who distinguish themselves as 
exceptional communicators.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR • INDEPENDENT LEARNER
COMMUNITY MINDED CITIZEN • BALANCED INDIVIDUAL

Join us for an OPEN HOUSE on January 11 

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org 

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org 

MHCP_letthead.indd   1 9/1/17   1:07 PM

SAVE THE DATE
Meeting House Cooperative  

Preschool 

318 South Royal Street • 703-549-8037
www.meetinghousepreschool.org

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 9TH 9:30-10:30

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Justin Wilson in the George Washington Birthday Celebration Pa-
rade in 2018.

Justin is a very hands-on guy. He 
is constantly looking at his cell 
phone and addressing issues in 

the city all the time. He gets emails 
throughout the day and the night about 
this issue and that, and he responds 
to all of those regardless of where he 
happens to be and who he happens 
to be with. Having a responsive 
leader in the city I think is critical.”

– Glenn Hopkins, 
president and CEO, Hopkins House
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better than ever. However, 
the park — popularly ref-
ered to by residents as “Lee 
Street Park,” as the bulk of 
the park lies between Lee 
and Union streets — hasn’t 
always been the beautiful 
waterfront promenade it is 
today. The redevelopment 
project is only the most re-
cent change to a park that 
has had to evolve to fit an 
ever-changing natural and 
urban environment.

“The landscape changed 
out of necessity and the city 
was able to use it for differ-
ent purposes,” City Histori-
an Daniel Lee said.

Originally called Miller’s 
Cliff, the park was renamed 
after inventor John R. Rem-
ington built the eponymous 
windmill in 1843. Back then 
the park was more than just 
a place for walking the dog. 
For some residents, it was 
an opportunity to enjoy the 
freedom of an afternoon 
stroll for the very first time.

“The park area was used 
by people who had escaped 
slavery during the Civil War 
to seek refuge and free-
dom,” Lee said. “Some of 
the newly freed people set-
tled in that area.”

In 1882, due to erosion, 
the park changed again. 
The cliffs in the park were 
chiseled away to create an 
amphitheater. It is no lon-
ger part of the park, but 
while it was, residents were 
treated to some truly mem-
orable performances, most 
notably a celebration of Al-
exandria’s 200th anniver-
sary in 1949. 

The centerpiece of the 
celebration was “Alexan-
dria, My Son,” a play chroni-
cling major events through-
out Alexandria’s history.

“It was a 16-episode 
play,” Lee said. “Some of the 
highlights included General 
Braddock’s 1765 meeting 
with the colonial governors 
and George Washington’s 
First Night Ball in 1799.”

The city hired a Broadway 
designer to build a massive, 
100-foot stage that required 
40 technicians to construct 
and maintain it. The result 
was a major production that, 
according to Lee, received 
rapturous applause – and 
middling reviews.

However, the park hasn’t 
always been a great place 
to walk on a sunny day. As 
far back as 1891, there were 
complaints about vagrancy 
and crime. In 1956, the Al-
exandria Gazette quoted Al-
exandria’s police chief who 
claimed, “We get drunks, 
bootleggers, fights and 
deaths there all the time.”

The city has had rede-
velopment plans for Wind-
mill Hill Park for some time. 
Multiple development proj-
ects have been completed 
on land around the park, 
including two residential 

townhouse complexes in 
the late 90s. As new resi-
dents moved in, Windmill 
Hill Park’s shoreline be-
came more and more of an 
eyesore, a promising piece 
of waterfront land that was 
sinking into the Potomac.

The Department of Rec-
reation, Parks and Cultural 
Activities and the Depart-
ment of Project Implemen-
tation first developed plans 
for a revitalization project 
in 2002. The plans were 
slightly amended in 2003, 
but, due to issues with 
funding and project priori-
tization, it took a while for 
the project to get off the 
ground.

“It really got started in 
earnest around the 2012, 
2013 timeframe when we 
started having significant 
problems with the existing 
bulkhead,” Jack Browand, 

division chief of Park Plan-
ning and Capital Design, 
said. “Then we really start-
ed picking up the process to 
implement the plan as envi-
sioned.”

After city council ap-
proved the Windmill Hill 
Park Project in 2015, con-
struction got under way in 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

PARK FROM | 1

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Above: An aerial photo of Alexandria's waterfront adjacent to 

Union Street from 1927.
Right: A 2016 rendering of what Windmill Hill Park would look 

like after renovations. RENDERING/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

SEE PARK | 17
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The 24th Annual First Night Alexandria lit up Old Town on New Year's Eve. 
The all-day music festival — the largest family-friendly and alcohol-free New 
Year’s Eve party in the Washington D.C. region — featured more than 100 
performances at 25 indoor venues throughout Old Town. Highlights included a 
bigger-than-ever party at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial, 
a luminescent fireworks display and a romantic, onstage, NYE proposal. 
Photos courtesy of First Night.

Ringing in the First Night
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CALENDAR
January and February events
Work toward your resolutions by learn-
ing how to fight and more |   Page 16

HOMES
Scandinavian style
Bring some “hygge” into your home 
this winter with these tips |   Page 14

PETS
New Year’s resolutions
If you’re a dog person, consider resolu-
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BY RICHARD ROEPER

If you told me “Bird Box” 
was based on a Stephen 
King story — yep, I could 
see that.

It’s that chilling. That 
suspenseful. And oh yes, 
that scary.

But in fact the prolific 
King had nothing to do with 
this gripping, apocalyptic 
thriller, streaming world-
wide on Netflix.

“Bird Box” is based on 
a novel by Josh Malerman. 
Thanks to the rich source 
material, the innovative 
directing work by the ac-
complished Danish film-
maker Susanne Bier, the 
razor-sharp screenplay by 
Eric Heisserer (“Arrival,” 
“Lights Out”), a stunning, 
effective score from the Os-
car-winning duo of Trent 
Reznor and Atticus Ross 
(“The Social Network”) 
and the uniformly excel-
lent performances by one 
of the deepest casts seen in 
any film this year, this is an 
unexpected late-December 
gift. Here’s hoping it doesn’t 
get lost in the annual holi-
day avalanche of big-time, 
high-profile studio releases.

Sandra Bullock delivers 
one of her best performanc-
es as the blunt, pragmatic 
and no-nonsense Malo-
rie, who is first seen bark-

ing orders at two children 
before they embark on a 
treacherous, quite possibly 
life-threatening journey 
down a choppy river.

“You have to do every 
single thing I say or we will 
not make it. Do you under-
stand?” Malorie tells the 
boy who is named Boy (Ju-
lian Edwards) and the girl 
who is named Girl (Vivien 
Lyra Blair). “Under no cir-
cumstances are you to take 
off your blindfolds. Do you 

understand?”
Because to take off the 

blindfolds is to die within 
seconds.

We flash back five years, 
when the pregnant Malorie 
and her sister Jessica (Sarah 
Paulson) are bantering with 
each other, talking about 
family issues and just going 
through another day, when 
all hell breaks loose – first 
in remote cities halfway 
across the globe and then 
in blood-spattered horror 

right in front of them.
Some mysterious, un-

seen, widespread and de-
structive force is driving 
thousands, and then mil-
lions, to commit suicide. If 
you look directly at this ... 
thing, even for a second, 
you’ll be compelled to kill 
yourself by any gruesome 
and instantly available 
method, whether it’s jump-
ing in front of a speeding 
truck, leaping out of a build-
ing or stabbing yourself.

As the carnage piles up 
around her, Malorie man-
ages to find sanctuary in an 
expansive, ad hoc fortress of 
a house already populated 
by a number of movie-ready 
archetypes, including:

• The hard-drinking, 
shotgun-toting, cold-heart-
ed, me-first, complete jerk 
Douglas (John Malkovich).

• The tough but grand-
motherly Cheryl (Jacki 
Weaver), who of course will 
take charge and ask for hot 
water, lots of towels and 
scissors when Malorie goes 
into labor.

• The comic relief, end-
of-days, “I knew this was 
gonna happen!” conspiracy 
theorist/grocery clerk Char-
lie (Lil Rel Howery).

• The brave and re-
sourceful overseas combat 
veteran turned construc-
tion crew chief Tom (Trev-
ante Rhodes), who takes an 
instant liking to Malorie 
that quickly blossoms be-
yond protectiveness.

Among others.
For a stretch, “Bird Box” 

feels like one of those zom-
bie-apocalypse movies or 
TV series where the real 
story isn’t about the mon-
sters clawing at the door – 
it’s about the depths some 
humans will sink to in order 

‘Bird Box’ is a must-see – just don’t forget your blindfold

PHOTO/IMDB
Sandra Bullock stars in the Netflix original thriller "Bird Box."

SEE BIRD BOX | 13
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Dani came to us 
all the way from 
Kosovo!  This 
darling tripod 
wants to be 
your one and 
only kitty and 
he promises to 
reward you with 
lots of love.

Darling
DANI

PETS

BY KIM GILLIAM

Heading into 2019, you 
will inevitably think about 
things you wish to accom-
plish in the New Year – but 
these don’t have to be all 
about you. Alexandria is 
a dog-loving town, and as 
such I encourage the area’s 
dog owners to consider these 
New Year’s resolutions.

Increase exercise – 
make it fun:  

Commit to taking your 
dog on one long walk each 
day around your neighbor-
hood or find a new part of 
town each weekend to ex-
plore together. This will en-
sure that you are both get-
ting off the couch and allows 
for bonding time and stress 
relief. If the weather won’t 
cooperate, you can run your 
dog up and down the stairs, 
set up an indoor obstacle 

course or make them search 
for treats around the house.
Just have fun spending dedi-
cated, quality time with your 
pooch.

Benefits of daily brush-
ing: 

You wouldn’t go without 
brushing your own hair for 
days on end, so how about 
you groom your 
dog daily this 
year? It may 
sound like a 
pain, but brush-
ing removes ex-
cess fur, thus 
reducing the 
amount you find 
on your clothes 
and furniture, 
and helps dis-
tribute oils from 
the skin to the fur to keep 
the coat shiny and healthy. 
Plus, it’s another great way 
to show your dog love.

Teach new tricks: 
Mental stimulation is 

critical to keeping your pup 
out of trouble and helps re-
duce cognitive deterioration 
in aging dogs. Identify a few 
new tricks you want your dog 
to learn this year and prac-
tice these alongside those 
they already know; it’s a 
great way to keep their mind 

active. 

Support ani-
mals in need: 

Contact a 
local shelter or 
rescue group to 
see how you can 
help. For exam-
ple, my daugh-
ter’s Daisy Troop 
is using their 
service project 

to gather donations for the 
Animal Welfare League of 

New Year’s resolutions 
for dog people

FILE PHOTO
To keep yourself and your pup active, commit to taking a long walk each day around your neighborhood 
or explore a new part of town.

KIM GILLIAM

SEE PETS | 13
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            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7
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www.tailshigh.org
Cat Rescue and Adoption

Tails High

We place abandoned and homeless
cats & kittens in loving adoptive homes. 

All volunteer & foster home-based

www.facebook.com/tailshigh

Please support our mission.  
Volunteer, adopt, or donate.

Alexandria, which also needs 
volunteers to help with ev-
erything from dog walking 
to socializing adoptable ani-
mals. This year decide to give 
back to four-legged friends 
who don’t have as much as 
your own fur-ball. 

Try fostering: 
Many animal rescues 

need loving homes to pro-
vide safe and temporary liv-
ing arrangements for pets. 
It helps reduce overcrowd-
ing in shelters, opening up 
space for another animal to 
be saved, but more impor-
tantly it helps prepare ani-
mals for adoption by giving 
them a chance to live in a 

home where they can fully 
express their personality, 
work to overcome fears or 
recover from trauma.  What 
a great way to impact a pet’s 
life.

The best part about these 
resolutions is that while you 
are working to improve the 
life of your pup or an animal 
in need, you are also reaping 
important benefits yourself.  
Whether it be increased ex-
ercise, stress relief or com-
munity service, your days 
will be enriched by these ac-
tivities as well.  Best wishes 
for the New Year.

Kim Gilliam co-owns Frolick 
Dogs, an indoor dog gym 

in Alexandria, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam.

PETS FROM | 12

FILE PHOTO
Encourage mental stimulation by teaching your dog new tricks. Practice them alongside those they already 
know to help reduce cognitive deterioration in older dogs and to keep younger puppies out of trouble.

to survive, while others sur-
prise even themselves with 
their heroics. (Hello, “The 
Walking Dead.”)

A trip to the supermarket 
for supplies (they black out 
the windows of the car and 
rely on the GPS to navigate 
the route) results in a har-
rowing sequence that actu-
ally does echo a horror film 
based on a Stephen King 
book: “The Mist” (2007). At 
times, certain plot twists 

are reminiscent of an M. 
Night Shyamalan film. And 
yes, it’s easy shorthand to 
compare “Bird Box” to “A 
Quiet Place,” with “Don’t 
look!” in place of “Don’t 
make a sound!” (Although, 
of course, the source mate-
rial for this film was created 
well before “A Quiet Place” 
hit theaters.)

But just when things are 
getting a little too conven-
tional or familiar, we flash 
forward to that harrowing, 
creepy, disturbingly effec-

tive sequence five years 
down the road, with Malorie 
and those two kids in a row-
boat, desperately trying to 
locate a sanctuary, fending 
off everything from roaring 
rapids to a suspicious man 
offering his help to the un-
mistakable presence of that 
unseen force – all while try-
ing to resist the urge to take 
off those blindfolds.

Great, shudder-inducing 
stuff.

As for that title, not only 
can birds sense when that 

suicide-inducing entity is 
closing in, they’re immune 
to its deadly seductions. So, 
they serve as an early warn-
ing system and as a beacon 
to safe harbor.

If you’re hiding out, a bird 
in the hand is worth more 
than just about anything. If 
you’re making one last mad 
blind run for it, the sounds 
of birds chirping – well, 
that’s a life-saving beacon.

Unless that monstrous 
force has figured out a way 
to simulate birds chirping, 

just as it knows how to trick 
you into believing you’re 
hearing and seeing your 
dearly departed mother or 
sibling or spouse.

I’m not saying that’s 
what happens. I’m not re-
vealing whether “Bird Box” 
ends with one last “Twilight 
Zone” knife to the gut, or 
with an open-ended cliff-
hanger or with a lovely and 
happy ending – or if it takes 
some other route to the fin-
ish line.

You can see for yourself.

BIRD BOX FROM | 11
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HOMES 

IRON CODE #76

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

Danish “hygge” is huge in 
American homes embracing 
a Scandinavian style. The 
Danish word, pronounced 
“hoo-gah,” translates to a 
feeling of coziness, which 
is evident in Nordic design, 
said interior designer Bjorn 
Bjornsson, whose epony-
mous firm is based in New 
York City.

“Sunlight and warmth 
are precious commodities 
during the winter in Scan-
dinavian countries,” the 
native Icelandic designer 
with Danish heritage said. 
“Homes are built to allow 
in maximum light and ac-
cessorized with cozy throws 
and rugs.”

But to focus solely on 
the light, bright and white 
elements in a Scandina-
vian-style home is to miss 
the essence of a Nordic 
nest. While this iteration of 
a minimalistic design has 

wide appeal, Bjornsson said 
to capture the Scandinavian 
spirit, one must go beyond 
natural wood accents, leggy 
furnishings and a pared-
down color palette.

“Americans are desiring 
a Scandinavian-style design 
aesthetic in their homes, but 
often what they’re missing 
is the functionalism com-
ponent,” Bjornsson said. 
“Nordic homes are generally 
small, but every bit of space 
is put to use, with furnish-
ings that serve many pur-
poses.”

To truly nestle into a 
Scandinavian-style home, 
one must first clear away the 
clutter, Bjornsson said.

 “If you can, walk through 
your home without any fur-
nishings in it and observe 
the light. Let the house 
talk to you, with an eye to 
bring the outdoors inside,” 
he said. “Resist the tempta-
tion to fill up the home with 
stuff. A true Scandinavian 

home is filled with people, 
not possessions.”

The overall Scandinavian 
style can be viewed as both 
uncluttered and contempo-
rary. There are common ele-
ments throughout a Scandi-
navian-designed home that 
use simplicity and function-
ality, complemented with a 
light color palette, blonde 
woods, organic patterns and 
natural fibers, said Abbey 
Stark, senior interior design 
leader at IKEA-US.

S w e d i s h - f o u n d e d 
IKEA designs and sells 
ready-to-assemble furniture 
and home accessories while 
being one of the most acces-
sible contemporary home-
goods retailers in the world.

“Scandinavian design 
is an innovative approach 
to honest and timeless de-
sign,” Stark said. “Our 
Swedish roots influence 
everything we do through 

PHOTO/IKEA
A Scandinavian bedroom is meant to be a retreat and a place to get a good night’s sleep. The space 
should have cozy bedding, window treatments for light control and task lighting centered above the bed.

SCANDINAVIAN STYLE

SEE SCANDINAVIAN | 15

Thanks for your  
patronage in 2018!
We look forward to  
seeing you in 2019!

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge
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Experience the best of 
both worlds when you make 
Potomac Greens your home. 
This three-bedroom, two 
full and two half bath brick 
end-unit townhouse, with 
a two-car garage, has it all. 
There are four finished lev-
els and a rooftop terrace. 

This home has designer 
touches throughout, with 
custom paint, molding, 
trim and finishes. It has 
custom wood blinds, and 
hardwoods on the main and 
bedroom levels. The lux-
urious owner’s suite with 
an Elfa walk-in closet is a 
must-see. Relax in the lux-
urious bath with dual van-
ity, soaking tub and sepa-
rate shower. The gourmet 
kitchen is an entertainer’s 
delight. 

Community amenities 

include a clubhouse, out-
door pool, state of the art 
exercise room, tot lot and 
ample green space. You can 
take a free shuttle bus to 
the Braddock Road Metro 
and Dash buses are near-
by. Located blocks from the 
planned Potomac Yard Met-
ro Station, with easy access 
to the GW Parkway and Rea-
gan National Airport.

If it is entertainment you 
need, this home is perfectly 
located in a thriving neigh-
borhood that is punctuated 
by locally owned restau-
rants and shops, yet just 
minutes away from the bus-
tling Potomac Yard Center, 
which is anchored by Target 
and the Regal movie the-
ater. You’ll enjoy this com-
munity of neighbors who 
get to know one another 

and look out for each other. 
Ideally located between Old 
Town and Crystal City and 
the new National Landing/
Amazon HQ2, this is a hap-
pening place to be. 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Location: 1732 Potomac 
Greens Drive
Price: $844,900
Bedrooms: Three
Bathrooms: Two full, two half
Style: Townhome
Year Built: 2009
Parking: Attached 
two-car garage
Contact: Brad Wisely
The Wisely Group
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices PenFed Realty
703-658-1600, 
wgasellshomes@gmail.com

Home features designer touches, great location

COURTESY PHOTOS
This home in the Potomac Greens neighborhood boasts designer 
touches throughout, including custom wood blinds and a luxurious 
owner's suite.

product development. ... 
Design is about simplicity 
and not being overly com-
plicated.”

In true Scandinavian 
style, form follows func-
tion. Stark said spaces are 
planned with function as the 
foundation of every design, 
so everything in the home 
should have a purpose.

Living light
Keeping it light is a way 

of life in a Nordic home. 
Not only are walls painted 
white, but also, uncluttered 
areas keep spaces light and 
airy. 

All shades of neutrals are 
welcome, Bjornsson said, 

to reflect the waning light 
during the deepest snows in 
winter, and also to celebrate 
the sunlight of summertime.

“Window coverings are 
either nonexistent or very 
simple, as you don’t want 
outdoor views to be ob-
structed,” he said. “Tending 
to indoor plants and having 
a roaring fire in the winter 
further enliven a home.”

The kitchen
A Scandinavian-style 

kitchen is about having 
beauty on the outside and 
organization on the inside. 
Cooking should be fun by 
having everything exact-
ly where you need it, Stark 
said.

“The kitchen is the heart 

of the home, and we are al-
ways looking to create the 
perfect setting for a Fika 
with family and friends,” she 
said. “Fika. It’s a little Swed-
ish word that packs a lot of 
meaning.

“On the surface, it re-
fers to taking a break with 
a cup of coffee and a biscuit 
or treat. But the tradition of 
Fika spans countless genera-
tions, and in that time it has 
come to embody fundamen-
tal values like togetherness, 
equality and simplicity.”

The cabinetry in a Scan-
dinavian-style kitchen is 
both accessible and func-
tional, with simple panels 
that can be covered with 

SCANDINAVIAN FROM | 14

 PHOTO/IKEA 
A Scandinavian living room is designed to create a playful, multi-
functional space for the family to gather for movie and game nights. SEE SCANDINAVIAN | 17
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JANUARY 3

HIDDEN HISTORY OF ALEX-
ANDRIA, D.C. LECTURE This 
groundbreaking history uncovers 
a long-forgotten period in the 19th 
century when Alexandria left the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and be-
came incorporated into the fledgling 
District of Columbia. It was an exper-
iment that failed after half a century 
of neglect and a growing animosity 
between North and South. However, 
it was a fascinating time when can-
nons were dragged onto city streets 
for political rallies, candidates plied 
their voters with liquor and devastat-
ing fires ravaged the city. Tickets are 
$15 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

JANUARY 4

OPENING RECEPTION OF “FAC-
ES” ART EXHIBIT AT DEL RAY 
ARTISANS The “Faces” art exhibit 
at Del Ray Artisans features portraits 
that show the life a person has lived, 
joy a person emanates, wisdom 
gained through years of living and 
focuses on the soul of the person.  
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/event/faces

JANUARY 6

TWELFTH NIGHT: A SEASON 
OF RENEWAL AND REJOICING 
Armonia Nova invites you to savor 
the joy and peace of the holiday 
season with an evening of music 
celebrating the winter solstice. The 
theme is renewal, rejoicing and 
reflection, and the music, sacred 
or secular, serene or exuberant, 
will offer joy and hope to all. This 
is the 17th annual performance of 
Twelfth Night. Armonia Nova is an 
ensemble of period instruments and 
voices specializing in 12th- through 
17th-century music.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Christ Church, 118 N. 
Washington St.
Information: www.armonianova.org

JANUARY 8

‘VICTORY OR DEATH’ BY MARK 
MALOY BOOK READING AND 
SIGNING In “Victory or Death” histo-
rian Mark Maloy not only recounts 
the epic tale of George Washington 
crossing the Delaware River, he 
takes you along for a ride. He shows 
where Washington stood on the 
banks of the Delaware and contem-
plated defeat, the city streets that his 
exhausted men charged through and 
the open fields where Washington 
himself rode into the thick of battle. 
“Victory or Death” is a story of how 
Washington and his soldiers grasped 

victory from the jaws of defeat. Maloy 
is a historian working for the National 
Park Service in Virginia. He is an avid 
Revolutionary War reenactor and 
resides in Alexandria with his wife 
and son.
Time: Noon
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Rd.
Information: rotaryclubofalexandria.
net 

JANUARY 9

WARRIOR WOMAN WORK-
SHOP A Warrior Woman Workshop 
to teach women how to fight back 
and repel would-be attackers will be 
held at Curves of Alexandria in the 
Hollin Hall Shopping Center. This 
event is open to the public, and you 
don’t need to be a member of Curves 
to attend. Taught by Shelly A. Good-
Cook, a safety trainer with Damsel 
In Defense, the hands-on workshop 
gives women a chance to learn about 
self-defense items such as pepper 
spray, stun guns and kubatons and 
how to use them safely and effective-
ly. Each attendee will practice what 
they’ve learned on Bad Guy BOB, a 
life-like mannequin used for more 
realistic self-defense training. Warrior 
Workshops empower participants 
with awareness, protection and 
education to facilitate development 
of a warrior mindset, enabling risk 

reduction, implementation of learned 
skills, winning over surviving and 
confidence over panic.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Curves Alexandria, 7918 
Fort Hunt Rd.
Information: mydamselpro.net/
shellygc

JANUARY 10

BLUES NIGHT WITH MEIGS 
HODGE Enjoy an evening of tradi-
tional and contemporary blues guitar 
and vocals. Meigs Hodge explores 
delta and Chicago styles through the 
music of Robert Johnson, Mud-
dy Waters and others, as well as 
contemporary standards and original 
compositions. Tickets are $10 and 
can be bought at the door. For more 
information please email admin@
nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Time: www.nvfaa.org

JANUARY 11 

ASO PRESENTS: BACH, 
BRANDENBURGERS & BREWS 
Members of the Alexandria Sympho-
ny Orchestra, led by Music Director 
James Ross, present this special 
evening of Brandenburg Concertos 
in the intimate setting of St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church. Hear the ASO’s 
rendition of concertos No. 2, 4 and 5 
with principals from the ASO featured 
as soloists. Stay after for a reception 
in Norton Hall to mingle with the 
musicians and enjoy delectable Ger-
man food and beer. Food generously 
provided by Port City Brewery, the 
German Gourmet and Pork Barrel 
BBQ. Dress is casual; the event is 
informal and all ages are welcome.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Information: www.alexsym.org

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash Night 
featuring St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School. Enjoy swimming for all ages, 
music, beach ball, aqua basketball 
and a floating obstacle course. Pool 
safety tips and swimming skills 
assessments are offered for youth 
and adults. Onsite class registration 
will be available. Light refreshments 
will be served. Different schools are 
featured at each event but all are 
welcome.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553

THE LATE SHIFT: ART IN MO-
TION Shake off the frost and get 
moving this winter. Celebrate the art 
of motion with kinetic activities and 
performances by artists and local 
vendors. Bring your friends and start 
the year off creatively. Enjoy gallery 
talks, artist receptions, music, live 
performances, hands-on artmaking 
and three floors of open artists’ 
studios. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 
N. Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

JANUARY 15

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. MEMORIAL PRO-
GRAM The city will honor the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in a community program. 
“Dr. King: We Are All One Humanity: 
Where Do We Go From Here!” will be 
presented by the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorial Planning Committee, 
and will include welcome remarks by 
the mayor of Alexandria, a keynote 
address by Paul Glist, chairman of 
the Bahai Spiritual Assembly and 
music by the Men of Victory of Shiloh 
Baptist Church.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Fairlington Presbyterian 
Church, 3846 King St.
Information: 703-746-5419

JANUARY 18 TO 27

ALEXANDRIA WINTER RESTAU-
RANT WEEK For 10 days and two 
weekends, 65 restaurants in Alex-
andria will offer a $35 three-course 
dinner for one or a $35 dinner for 
two during Alexandria Winter Restau-

rant Week. More than 35 restaurants 
will also offer lunch menus at $15 
or $22 per person in addition to the 
dinner specials. Brunch lovers can 
enjoy brunch menus for $15 or $22 
per person at 14 restaurants. New 
to Alexandria Winter Restaurant 
Week are Diya Indian Cuisine, Old 
House Cosmopolitan and Rocklands 
Barbeque and Grilling Company. Re-
turning participants include Bastille 
Brasserie & Bar, BRABO, Chadwicks, 
Columbia Firehouse, Del Ray Café, 
The Evening Star, Hank’s Pasta Bar, 
Virtue Feed & Grain and Vermilion. 
Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week 
showcases the inventiveness of local 
chefs in neighborhoods throughout 
the city, including Old Town, Del Ray, 
Carlyle, Eisenhower and the West 
End. At a range of locales, from 
neighborhood favorites to restau-
rants specializing in international 
cuisine, guests will savor the flavors 
of Alexandria’s distinctive collection 
of eateries.  
Time: Various
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriarestau-
rantweek.com  

FEBRUARY 2

ERG SPRINTS In 1986, T.C. Wil-
liams Coach Mike Penn and Booster 
President Kitty Porterfield created 
Erg Sprints, an indoor rowing com-
petition, to break up monotonous 
winter training. With the help of vol-
unteers and support from Concept2, 
Erg Sprints has become the largest 
indoor rowing competition for juniors. 
In 2018, Erg Sprints staged the first 
ever World Rowing Indoor Champion-
ships in partnership with World Row-
ing, USRowing, and Concept2. The 
partnership recognized the growth 
and development of indoor rowing 
as a full discipline within the sport 
of rowing. The event returns to Alex-
andria Feb. 2, and early registration 
discounts are now in effect. Reserve 
a race erg or purchase a raffle ticket 
or t-shirt at www.ergsprints.com.
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: www.ergsprints.com

THE POTOMACK COMPANY 
AUCTION With its historic 
namesake and location, The 
Potomack Company attracts 
important collections, including 
Americana, consigned from all over 
the world. Its Feb. 2 auction will 
deliver special examples, including a 
220-year-old letter penned by newly 
elected President Thomas Jefferson, 
a section of the continual Civil War 
Union architectural frieze created for 
the exterior of the Pension Building 
in 1887 and a Boston bonnet-top 
chest on chest circa 1770. The live 
auction at Potomack’s galleries will 
be followed by an online auction on 
Feb. 5 and 6.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Potomack Company, 1120 
N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.potomackcompa-
ny.com

CALENDAR

Time: 7 p.m. • Tickets: $18 at www.focusmusic.org/buy-tickets 
Location: George Washington Masonic National Memorial, 101 Callahan Dr. 

Information: herb@focusmusic.org

JANUARY 13

HOUSE OF HAMILL AT FOCUS ALEXANDRIA Rose 
Baldino and Brian Buchanan, the House of Hamill, are both 
accomplished, traditional Irish fiddle players and classical 
violinists, and despite being young, have more than 25 
years of writing and performance experience between them. 
Together, they write unusual new fiddle tunes and exciting, 
unpredictable original songs while also breathing new life 
into traditional and contemporary songs. 
FocusMusic is a nonprofit organization that provides opportunities for 
nationally touring and emerging singer-songwriters that operates six venues 
in the D.C. area.

PHOTO/FOCUSMUSIC.ORG



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 3, 2019 | 17 

Winter Inspections 
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

chalkboard paint for little 
artists. Potted herbs give 
life to the kitchen window 
and can also be used by 
the cook when preparing 
meals. 

The bedroom
The bedroom is meant 

to be a retreat and a place 
to get a good night’s sleep, 
Stark said. Tradition-
al Nordic bedrooms tend 
to be smaller than their 
American counterparts, 
and are made for rest and 
recharging.

“The idea is to create 
a space to relax with cozy 
bedding, window treat-
ments for light control 
and task lighting centered 
above the bed to nestle in 
with your favorite book,” 
she said.

Common living areas
The living room is de-

signed to create a playful, 
multifunctional space for 
the family to gather for 
movies and games. Creat-
ing a neutral color palette 
with furniture allows tex-
tiles and rugs to add per-
sonality to the space.

The dining table isn’t 
sequestered into its own 

room that is used only 
during fancy dinner par-
ties, Bjornsson said. It is 
set for mealtimes, a com-
munal place for homework, 
craft projects and friendly 
card games.

“The dining table is the 
perfect example of a sin-
gular piece of furniture 
having many functions,” 
he said. “In a Scandinavian 
home, there’s always a 
place at the table, no mat-
ter what’s going on.”

Child’s play
In Scandinavian de-

sign, children are integrat-
ed into every part of the 
home, Stark said. 

“The design should be 
approachable for children 
to play and explore by 
building forts out of blan-
kets and throw pillows, 
and being a part of baking 
cookies in the kitchen,” 
she said.

The foundation for 
Scandinavian form is com-
fort, Bjornsson said.

 “There is a deliberate-
ness in design, because of 
its simplicity,” he said. “A 
Scandinavian style can be 
achieved if you’re willing 
to live simply – with na-
ture and with one anoth-
er.”

PHOTO/IKEA
The dining table isn’t used only during dinner parties. It is set for 
mealtimes, a communal place for homework, craft projects and 
friendly card games.

SCANDINAVIAN FROM | 15

spring 2017 and a year-and-
a-half later, the mayor was 
cutting a ribbon on the Old 
Town waterfront. 

With 1,200 feet of re-
stored, living shoreline, new 
pollinator friendly habitats, 
the renovated dog park and 
a waterfront trail that con-
nects to Fords Landing City 
Park and Shipyard Park, 
the Windmill Hill Park has 
changed once again.

The project isn’t done 
just yet. A new pier is 
planned on the park’s 
northern edge and the play-
ground in the park’s larger 
section on the west side of 
Union Street is slated for 
renovation. Both improve-
ments are planned during 
this fiscal year. 

For Browand, who has 
seen the city’s plan for 
Windmill Hill Park go from 
the wayside to the water-
front, the community’s re-
sponse has been incredible.

“The dog owners are lov-
ing it and being able to walk 
and sit right up against the 
water was a highly desirable 
feature and that’s now been 
realized,” Browand said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PARK FROM | 9

PHOTOS/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The newly renovated Windmill Hill Park, also known as Lee Street 
Park, features a living shoreline and a bridge that connects two 
previously separate walking paths. 
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Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
      - Thomas Jefferson

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View

To the editor:
In Alexandria, 2019 begins much 

like 2018 did - with a hearing about 
the city’s poor handling of the 
Karig Estates development propos-
al, in which the city abandoned its 
duty in upholding environmental 
protective ordinances and misled 
council, staff and residents — which 
effectively curtailed civic engage-
ment. As a result, this issue moves 
to litigation in the circuit court 
this first week of January, where 
we hope that these wrongs will be 
righted.  

Central to the city’s counter ar-
guments are that a) council and 
the planning commission had all 
relevant material before them to 
make informed decisions at the 
Nov. 9, 2017 and Jan. 20, 2018 hear-
ings and b) noted environmental 
expertise on staff and the city geo-
hydrological consultant were not 

precluded from attending either of 
these critical hearings – in a per-
sonal capacity.  

However, numerous Freedom 
of Information Act documents and 
other sources clearly show this to 
not be the case. Council, and espe-
cially outgoing mayor Allison Sil-
berberg, were repeatedly misled by 
staff, and information relevant to 
making a proper, informed decision 
was manipulated by city officials, 
making a rational decision on mer-
its impossible.  

FOIA documents also show that 
staff were told by city officials not 
to attend the hearings days before 
the Nov. 9, 2017 planning commis-
sion hearing, despite the assistant 
city attorney facilitating the re-
quest for staff to attend in the event 
technical questions arose that were 

New year just like the old 
year for Karig Estates issue

The new calendar year often seems a bit superfluous, coming right in 
the middle of the existing school and fiscal years. A third grader is still a 
third grader on Jan. 1. Likewise, FY2019 city projects are underway, not 
just beginning.

But, as the musician Brad Paisley said on New Year’s Eve, “Tomorrow 
is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Write a good one.” That blank 
book, or clean slate, of a new year does offer opportunities for fresh begin-
nings. Whether last year’s book was scintillating, dull or horrific, it’s time 
to put it aside and start a new one.

The biggest noticeable difference when January begins is that new po-
litical leaders take office. At the national level, it means new members of 
Congress will assume their seats and control of the House of Representa-
tives will shift from Republicans to Democrats. 

In Alexandria, our new mayor, Justin Wilson, and members of city coun-
cil were sworn in last night. Joining Wilson on the dais are four newcomers 
– Canek Aguirre, new Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, Amy Jackson 
and Mo Seifeldein – along with incumbents John Chapman and Del Pepper. 

On Monday evening, school board members will take their oath of 
office, with newcomers Meagan Alderton, Jacinta Greene, Michelle Rief, 
Chris Suarez and Heather Thornton joining incumbents Cindy Anderson, 
Ramee Gentry, Margaret Lorber and Veronica Nolan on that body.

This means that more than half – nine out of 16 – of Alexandria’s 
elected officials will be newcomers, while Wilson is occupying a new role. 
That’s a lot of change all at once.

It will be fascinating to see how it all plays out. The new school board 
is jumping into the midst of an ongoing process to alleviate a capacity 
crunch at T.C. Williams High School, plus its members will also have to 
deal with serious school maintenance problems. A vote for a path forward 
on capacity alleviation is slated for later this month.

We continue to believe that a larger conversation around whether the 
long-term solution is one brick-and-mortar high school or two should oc-
cur along with planning for immediate capacity alleviation. 

Meanwhile, new Mayor Wilson is hitting the ground running, with 
council members already assigned to committees, commissions and boards 
as that body gears up for the FY2020 budget cycle. See our page one story, 
“Justin Wilson steps into the mayoral office,” for an in-depth look at the 
new mayor’s plans.

We think Wilson is smart, well-versed in local policies and processes 
and likely to be successful in implementing his agenda. However, his back-
ing of seemingly endless development as a budgetary cure-all does give us 
pause. Development should be one tool in the budgetary toolbox, not the 
only or even primary one – with spending restraint and line-item audits 
being additional key elements. 

There are unintended, and often unforeseen, consequences to an 
over-reliance on development, with traffic congestion, pollution and 
school overcrowding being just a few. Those consequences negatively im-
pact livability, which should be considered with each development deci-
sion.

Finally, the new year brings new roles for some of us at the Alexandria 
Times. Our outstanding former reporter and photographer, Missy Schrott, 
has been promoted to managing editor and will eventually assume the 
editor’s mantle in 2019. And we are pleased to announce that Cody Mel-
lo-Klein, a talented writer and photographer, is our new reporter.

Keep an eye out for new looks and series in the Times this year. We 
launched one new initiative, an ongoing examination of our city’s parks, 
with this week’s page one story on Windmill Hill Park. We have a lot more 
in store for our readers in 2019.

New year, new leaders 

SEE KARIG | 20
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To the editor:
The lighting of the Alexan-

dria Christmas tree in November 
and the Scottish Christmas Walk 
were each held before Advent had 
started this year, let alone Christ-
mas. While the enthusiasm to dec-

orate for and celebrate Christmas 
is to be commended, I hope fellow 
Alexandria residents and busi-
nesses will keep their decorations 
up through the Christmas season.

SEE CHRISTMAS | 20

The Alexandria Small Business De-
velopment Center recently passed the 
22-year milestone of supporting the com-
munity’s business owners and aspiring 
entrepreneurs.

The SBDC plays a complementary role 
to the Alexandria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership and Visit Alexandria in 
the attraction, retention and expansion 
of businesses in Alexandria. The SBDC 
provides hands-on assistance 
to the small businesses that 
comprise about 90 percent of 
Alexandria’s total businesses.

The center contributes to 
Alexandria’s business-friend-
liness by coaching business-
es that are starting up in or 
moving to Alexandria by pro-
viding the right connections, 
guiding companies through 
startup and permitting steps and solving 
problems that arise. Few communities 
have such a proactive free resource that is 
well-connected in the economic develop-
ment and business community, as well as 
with city government. 

For businesses already in operation, 
the center provides timely expert consul-
tants to advise them where they lack in-
house experience. The center has nothing 
to sell them and is focused only on what 
is in their best interests. Several owners 
proclaim that having the SBDC as a free 
and objective go-to resource is among the 
reasons they choose to keep and expand 
their businesses in Alexandria. 

The center works to enhance com-
munication and understanding between 
city government and businesses, among 
business groups and among businesses 
themselves. Alexandria is the rare com-
munity where business and economic 
development organizations work collab-
oratively with one another and with city 
government. A business contacting the 
wrong office is not sent away, but is in-
stead often directed to the correct person 
to serve their needs. 

Over two decades, the center has 
answered many thousands of inquiries 
about a broad range of business matters. 

It provided almost 28,000 hours of un-
biased feedback and assistance to sev-
eral thousand individuals, both existing 
business owners and startups. It has also 
helped individuals obtain more than $80 
million in loans, primarily from Alexan-
dria banks.

Those who engage with the center 
from the earliest stage of their business 
are generally better organized and pre-

pared for the requirements, 
and they launch with better 
networks and more viable 
and agile operations. With 
the center’s proactive guid-
ance and ready availability 
to help owners manage prob-
lems, the SBDC client busi-
nesses’ longevity far surpass-
es national failure statistics 
for small businesses.

The SBDC provides specialized guid-
ance in a variety of business areas that 
might be familiar to some but not to 
others. These include social and mobile 
media, podcasting, cyber security and 
creating a distinct customer experience. 
The center has access to experts in cash 
management and financing, social/lo-
cal/mobile marketing, human resources, 
state and federal government contract-
ing, nonprofit management and food ser-
vice and retail operations. 

The center is continually adding re-
sources and contacts to meet the shifting 
demands on businesses. It is also respon-
sive to changing times and community 
priorities. 

The staff and board of directors of the 
Alexandria Small Business Development 
Center have been honored to work with 
Alexandria businesses for more than 22 
years. We value the support from and 
collaborative partnerships with city gov-
ernment, our economic development 
partners and business organizations. 
Alexandria is truly a closely-knit and re-
sourceful business community. 

The writer is the executive director 
of Alexandria’s Small Business 

Development Center.

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Helping local small 
businesses for 22 years

BILL REAGAN

To the editor:
The tableau – story in photos – 

of Allison Silberberg’s mayoral term 
in the Dec. 13 Alexandria Times, 
“Allison Silberberg reflects on term 
as mayor,” is an exquisite exam-
ple of how a picture can be worth 
a thousand words, illuminating 
things we otherwise would miss.  

Framed in words, one sees in her 
tenures as vice-mayor and mayor an 
heroic struggle against an intransi-
gent city hall establishment which 
frequently outvoted her, left her in 
the dark about important decisions 
and attempted to relegate her to the 
office’s procedural and ceremoni-
al formalities. This establishment 
also afforded her no consideration 
for the times when she went against 
many of her core supporters’ pref-
erences on issues like the Harvard 

Street hotel, the Potomac Yard 
Metro Station and Amazon. Yet, 
against these extraordinary odds, 
she wrested compromises which 
would not likely have otherwise 
come about on a range of matters 
from Ramsey Homes to ethics to 
Chatham Square street parking.  

Framed in pictures, though, 
the tableau the author and editors 
carefully and artfully arranged por-
trayed her extroversion and photo-
genicity.  Words in the article noted, 
but only the pictures could vivify, 
her extraordinary sensitivity to the 
views and needs of her constituents.  

The newspaper story for a gov-
ernment official’s “exit interview” 
is news and analysis always, but 
only rarely is it also art.  

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Times tableau artfully 
captures Silberberg

Let's leave Christmas 
decorations up a while

To the editor:
Pedestrian safety is very import-

ant to me. More than two years ago, 
my dad was crossing Duke Street 
when he was hit by a careless driv-
er. He was in a coma for weeks and 
had to re-learn how to walk and to 
eat, and is still working on speaking 
and moving. This has been dev-
astating for our family and never 
should have happened.

Governor Northam has said, 
“Nearly every crash is preventable 
and it’s important that we focus on 
altering the behaviors that threaten 
the safety of the citizens who use 
our roads every day.”  

Some simple ways to increase 
pedestrian safety are to reduce 
speeds, reduce distracted driving 
and design streets and intersections 
to maximize safety rather than pri-
oritizing cars and trucks.

With Amazon’s new headquar-
ters coming to Crystal City and Vir-
ginia Tech’s new Innovation Cam-
pus in Alexandria, there will be new 
challenges and opportunities. With 
all the changes that will come, pe-
destrian safety should be the top 
priority for any traffic decisions to 
be made.

-Peter Brown,
Alexandria 

Let’s improve pedestrian safety
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What should be the top priority of new 
Mayor Justin Wilson and the new city council 
members that were sworn in this week?
A) The budget process
B) School maintenance
C) Sewer outfalls
D) Affordable housing
E) Ethics reform
F) Something else

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week
Alexandria's ethics code was briefly discussed 
at Saturday's public hearing. What do you 
think of council's existing code of ethics and 
conduct?
3% - It goes too far and should be repealed.
57% - It's ineffectual and needs to be strengthened.
9% - It's about right.
19% - I don't know what the code is.
12% - It's irrelevant.
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In November 1846, 
James Wallace Hooff 
mailed a love letter to his 
girlfriend, Jannett Brown, 
who was visiting relatives 
in Richmond. The cou-
ple was secretly engaged, 
but Hooff, fearful of the 
disapproval of the Brown 
family, asked her to burn 
the letter as usual. For 
some reason, she didn’t 
follow his instructions, 
and saved not only the let-
ter, but the stamped enve-
lope. More than a hundred 
years later, that stamp, 
known as the “Alexandria 
Blue Boy Provisiona” was 
sold for $1 million.

The stamp was issued 
by Alexandria Postmaster 
Daniel Bryan, a one-time 
resident of the Lloyd House 
at 220 N. Washington St. 
Stamped on blue paper, 
rather than the usual buff 
color, the stamp predates 
the first United States 
postage stamps that were 
released the next year. The 
stamp features the words 
“Alexandria Post Office” in 
a circle and “Paid 5” in the 
center. 

James and Jannett were 
married in 1853 and raised 
their family in Alexandria. 
Specifically, they lived at 
517 Prince St., now known 

as the Murray-Dick-Faw-
cett house. In 1907, after 
their deaths, their daugh-
ter, also named Jannett, 
came across their cor-
respondence from their 
courtship. The uniqueness 
of this particular stamp 
caught her eye, and, at 
the recommendation of 
a friend who collected 
stamps, she took it to a 
dealer for appraisal.

Soon after its discov-
ery, the family sold the 
stamp for $3,000. It later 
sold for $10,000 and then 
$18,500. In 1981, it was 
bought in Zurich, Swit-
zerland, by a German col-
lector for a then-record 
$1 million. That price has 
since been eclipsed a cou-
ple of times, and the re-
cord today is $9.5 million 

for a British Guinea stamp. 
The price and story 

of this stamp show how 
seemingly common ac-
tions, such as sending a 
letter to one’s fiancé, can 
make history. James prob-
ably never realized the 
value of the stamp that he 
purchased to send his fi-
ancé a love letter, and the 
envelope’s contents are 
presumably why Jannett 
saved the letter and the 
envelope, rather than the 
rare stamp. But the “Alex-
andria Blue Boy’s” discov-
ery at 517 Prince St. adds 
depth to the history of the 
house beyond its age and 
architecture. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office 

of Historic Alexandria.

The romance of a stamp

COURTESY PHOTO
Alexandria Blue Boy Provisiona stamp.

If you are not familiar 
with the song, “The 12 Days 
of Christmas,” it begins 
on Dec. 25, the first day of 
Christmas, taking us to the 
Epiphany on Jan. 6, when 
the three wise men arrived 
in Bethlehem after those 12 
days following the birth of 
Jesus Christ.

Sadly, some people take 
down their Christmas deco-
rations before Jan. 6.  Please 
leave them up during the 
first part of January. Let's 
remember the reason for the 
season.

-Kenneth J. Wolfe,
Alexandria

CHRISTMAS FROM | 19

best answered by the city’s 
expert on the matter.    

To make matters worse, 
all of this still continues, as 
witnessed by the city’s Op-
position to the Petitioner’s 
Motion for Summary Judg-
ment, which contains nu-
merous inaccuracies.

Who knows what the new 
year will bring for the Karig 
forest, stream and wetlands, 
but a good place to find out is 
the Alexandria Coalition for 
Responsible Stewardship at 
KarigEstate.com.

-C. Dara, Jimm Roberts, 
Cynthia Evans,

Alexandria 

KARIG FROM | 18
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“The council’s gotten young-
er and it’s gotten more di-
verse, but I think Justin is 
prepared to deal with that 
effectively.”

Wilson said it is the bud-
get process that will define 
the dynamic of the new coun-
cil.

“This will now be my 
fourth council I’ve served on 
and every one of them has 
had a different personality,” 
he said. “How we get through 
this budget process … will in 
large part shape this council. 
We’ll have a lot of new ques-
tions, which is great, and new 
eyes looking at every part of 
that budget.”

This year’s budget will 
be especially challenging, 
Wilson said, as certain items 
that have been threatened to 
be cut in the past will likely 
return to the chopping block. 

“[The city manager is] go-
ing to be presenting a bud-
get that has a significant 
amount of cuts on it,” Wilson 
said. “The easy stuff [to cut] 
is long gone, so you are very 
much cutting into the mar-
row of the services that the 
residents of this city expect. 
You will see things that were 
proposed to be cut in the past 
that will come back again.”

Lynn Hampton, who was 
chair of the Ad Hoc Joint 
City-Schools Facility Invest-
ment Task Force that Wilson 
created, said she expects Wil-
son to help expedite certain 
budgetary issues that have 
dragged in the past.

“I expect that the bud-
geting process will get un-
der control,” Hampton said. 
“I think he is concerned that 
we drag our feet too much, 
and have for many years, and 
that causes many of our prob-
lems.” 

Wilson said it is things 
like effectively navigating 
the budget and prioritizing 
major city issues that will 
dominate his term.

“I’m not rolling out a new 
flashy initiative or anything 

like that,” Wilson said. “It’s 
the important work of local 
government that we’ll be 
working to advance and ac-
celerate.”

In addition to dealing 
with budget cuts and major 
issues like infrastructure and 
school capacity, Wilson said 
he plans to find ways to grow 
Alexandria’s economy so the 
city manager won’t have to 
continue finding cuts in the 
budget year after year. 

“In the end we’re not go-
ing to be able to do any of the 
big things we want to do un-
less we positively affect the 
economic picture of the city,” 
Wilson said. “… We should 
really have a competitive-
ness plan for the city for our 
economic future. There are a 
variety of things we can do as 
a city to continue to lead into 
the adjustment we’re seeing 
in this region due to feder-
al spending changes, and I 
think we should take those 
on, and we should take those 

on with energy.”
Wilson said the main way 

to grow the city’s economy is 
to pursue appropriate devel-
opment. A revised plan for 
the redevelopment of Land-
mark Mall – which has been 
in the works for years – is ex-
pected to come before coun-
cil in early 2019, he said.

“Development is how we 
get out of having these dif-
ficult budget situations,” 
Wilson said. “By sustainably 
growing our economy, we 
won’t be stuck in these angst-
filled triage efforts.”

Wilson said the arrival 
of Amazon’s HQ2 in Crystal 
City and the Virginia Tech 
Innovation Campus in Alex-
andria should help efforts to 
kick-start the local economy. 
The new facilities will bring 
25,000 jobs to the region, 
not including the multipli-
er effect of restaurant, retail 
and service jobs that will be 
needed to support those new 
employees.

Another of Wilson’s prior-
ities is education. 

“How we narrow the 
achievement gap in our 
schools is an issue that I’ve 
worked on throughout my 
time on council, and I’m ex-
cited that new members on 
council also have background 
on that issue and can bring 
real experiences there,” Wil-
son said.

Improving pre-k acces-
sibility was one of Wilson’s 
major campaign themes, 
and one on which he hopes 
to make progress during his 
term as mayor. 

“I know he’s been a sup-
porter of enhancing the pre-k 
opportunities,” Eaton said. 
“There’s a lot of research 
about the prospects for kids 
who arrive in kindergarten 
without a lot of ‘lap time’ or 
a lot of stories read to them. 
It can be a real problem when 
kids arrive at any level not 
fully ready to learn.”

Wilson said he also hopes 
to make progress on trans-
portation issues, adding to 
the affordable housing sup-
ply and synchronization be-
tween the city and schools.

“There’s a lot of things 
you want to get done in three 
years, and so I’m ready to 
keep that pace and get things 
accomplished,” he said.

Beyond policy, Wilson will 
bring his own leadership style 
to the mayoral chair. During 
his time on council, Wilson 
has acted as an information 
hub, known to be well-versed 
on issues that come before 
council and constantly work-
ing on his phone, no matter 
the time or place.

“Justin is a very hands-
on guy,” Hopkins said. “He 
is constantly looking at his 
cell phone and addressing is-
sues in the city all the time. 
He gets emails throughout 
the day and the night about 
this issue and that, and he 
responds to all of those re-
gardless of where he happens 
to be and who he happens to 
be with. Having a responsive 
leader in the city I think is 
critical.” 

Denny Hampton, a resi-
dent who worked with Wilson 
on the city’s Budget and Fis-
cal Affairs Advisory Commit-
tee, said Wilson’s leadership 
will introduce a new pace to 
the council.

“I think his ability to 
manage the city council is 
pretty good,” Hampton said. 
“I think there can be a lot of 
time wasted on council, and 
he will be able manage them 
so that doesn’t happen, and 
that’s not easy to do.”

Wilson said the feature 
of the mayoral job he is most 
looking forward to is carry-
ing out the responsibilities of 
local government.

“I love the give-and-take 
with residents on these im-
portant issues,” he said. 
“There’s a reason I send a ba-
zillion-word newsletter every 
month and get a gazillion re-
sponses right after I send it – 
it’s because I enjoy the give-
and-take on those issues. I 
wear the wonk label proudly 
because I’m in public service 
because I enjoy it, and I enjoy 
seeing the results when we all 
work together and all row in 
the same direction.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

WILSON FROM | 8

COURTESY PHOTO
Left to right: Wilson’s son, Eli; wife, Alex; daughter, Lena, and Justin 
Wilson.

I think Justin is well suited to lead 
the council in what’s clearly been 
a demographic shift. The council’s 

gotten younger and it’s gotten more 
diverse, but I think Justin is prepared 
to deal with that effectively.”

– Mark Eaton, co-chair, 
T.C. Williams High School English Department
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Weekly Words

49. Vicinity
51. City near Scottsdale
53. *Honduras' home
54. Turn of the 13th century
56. The Mamas & the ___
58. Threadbare
59. 8-Down's garb
62. Result of addition
63. Tehran's terrain
64. Bus money
65. Troy story
66. Big name in sexology
68. Pop's Carly ___ Jepsen
70. Phone letters next to 0
71. Like a GI busing dishes
72. To the ___ degree
75. Dec. observance
76. Chess victory, informally
78. Entice
82. Comedian Meyers
84. Gujarat garment
86. "Gotcha, man"

87. Boyfriends, quaintly
88. Vector counterparts
91. Feature of many a New Orleans 

house
92. Authoritative order
94. Bring under control, as a wildfire
96. Guatemalan girl
98. Acquire over time
100. World leader Emmanuel
101. One rad dude
103. Pirates' domains
104. Proof you can't be the culprit
105. Famed fable writer
106. Surgery remnant
107. Like 24-karat gold
108. Lover boy?
112. Decays
114. ___ of an era
115. Book fan's online story, slangily
116. 100-Down's nation, in Olympics 

shorthand
117. "The thing about that is ..."

DOG TEAM Erik Agard, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1.Cheeseheads' state (Abbr.)
5. Garden maze walls
11. Coins at an arcade
17. Japanese beer brand
19. Conflict under Bush
21. Tree that giraffes munch on
22. Dubbing
24. *10-time NBA All-Star who 
played for the Rockets in 2018
26. Chicago football team, in dialect
28. ___-pitch softball
29. Sound akin to "tut"
30. Some, in Spanish
31. *Joe woe
36. Pan-fried
37. Very long time
38. Wolfs down
42. Lead-ins to rips
43. Radius neighbor
44. 2016 Olympics city
45. Buckeyes' sch.
46. Corn casing
48. Figs. given midair
50. On point
52. Keurig inserts
54. Local bond, informally
55. Workout unit
57. Seating for the pious
60. ___, zwei, drei ...
61. *Spot in the paper
67. Laments the loss of
69. *Art theft, say?
73. Japanese sauce

74. *Six-legged builder
75. Storm's superhero group
77. Cool
79. Take to court
80. Cruciform Egyptian symbol
81. Shops
83. ___ Moines
85. Windy City paper, with "the"
88. High-five sound
89. Wolfed down
90. December 31, e.g.
93. ___ 1 = speed of sound
95. Patsy Cline's record label
97. Under
99. It cancels out a con
100. Her silhouette was used for the 
Women's Professional Soccer logo
102. *"Genie in a Bottle" singer
106. On ___ (without a contract)
109. Star softball pitcher
110. "No Scrubs" girl group
111. Less rife
113. *What's going on?
118. Melodic opera piece
119. In the vicinity
120. "Queen Sugar" actor Kofi
121. "Make room on the bench!"
122. L.A. neighborhood name-
checked in "Free Fallin'"
123. Dog, say ... or, read differently, 
what the starred answers amount to?
124. Slovenian peaks

DOWN

1 Mascara applier
2. Acting Oscar
3. Brazilian ballroom dances
4. *No. 1's No. 2
5. Hyphenated boxed juice brand
6. No longer on the board
7. Alfalfa's love in "The Little Rascals"
8. Professional Dapper Dan
9. Palindromic farm female
10. Mineo or Maglie
11. Hybrid beach outfit
12. Month that ends with a holiday 

(Abbr.)
13. Big one?
14. Course with supply curves, briefly
15. El ___ (weather phenomenon)
16. "___ who?"
18. Feeling down
20. College military org.
23. Garbo or Gerwig
25. Buzzing with excitement
27. Sustained attack
32. Crane construction?
33. "Mrs." analogue with a tilde
34. Like some phone game pur-

chases
35. "I see, I see"
39. State with a large Cajun popu-

lation
40. "Monday Night Football" channel
41. Figure (out)
43. Certain laptop on Craigslist
46. "The Handmaid's Tale" streamer
47. Without changes

WILLIAM M. BURGESS (69), 
of Alexandria, Dec. 19, 2018

JAMES T. BURKE (92), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 25, 2018

ALBERT G. COOK (85), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 16, 2018

PHYLLIS LEE DARROUGH 
(64), of Alexandria, Dec. 23, 
2018

ROBERT L. FISCHER (84), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 24, 2018

JOAN M. KOPKE (91), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 25, 2018

JOSEPH KEMPER (89), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 20, 2018

LEILA KYSIA (85), formerly of 
Alexandria, Dec. 31, 2018

JAMES V.H. LASH (91), 
Alexandria, Dec. 27, 2018

CATHERINE A. LEISHER (91), 
formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
12, 2018

WAYNE T. MONROE (76), 
formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
23, 2018

ANGELA M. MYATT (93), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 20, 2018

ELIZABETH J. NADLER (74), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 23, 2018

JERRY W. REID (40), formerly 
of Alexandria, Dec. 23, 2018

JOAN M.M. ROBERTS (70), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 26, 2018

DELORES “LOLO” TOMS (62), 
of Alexandria, Dec. 22, 2018

BETTY J. WAITES (80), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 19, 2018

DAVID N. WEINMAN (84), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 15, 2018

CHRISTINE WILLIAMS (97), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 17, 2018

FITZ W.M. WOODROW (89), of 
Alexandria, Dec. 22, 2018

DEATH NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
OLD & HISTORIC ALEXAN-

DRIA DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUB-

LIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, January 16, 2019 begin-
ning at 7:30 PM in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, second 
f loor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

BAR # 2018-00544
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 932 South Fairfax 
Street
Applicant: Chad Worz, repre-
sented by Kurt West, architect

BAR #2018-00580
Request for addition at 932 
South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Chad Worz, repre-
sented by Kurt West, architect

BAR #2018-00566
Request for alterations at 624 
South Saint Asaph Street

Applicant: John Nelson

BAR #2018-00569
Request for alterations at 110 
North Columbus Street
Applicant: Fred Sherman, repre-
sented by Robert Bentley Adams 
and Associates P.C.

BAR #2018-00571
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 1015 Duke Street
Applicants: Steven & Maureen 
Saunders

BAR #2018-00579
Request for addition at 1015 
Duke Street
Applicants: Steven & Maureen 
Saunders

BAR #2018-00573
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 107 Princess 
Street
Applicants: Ken & Phyllis Pat-
terson, represented by Stephen 
W. Kulinski, architect

BAR #2018-00574
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 107 Princess Street
Applicants: Ken & Phyllis Pat-
terson, represented by Stephen 
W. Kulinski, architect

BAR #2018-00575
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 430 South Saint 
Asaph Street

Applicants: Robert and Caroline 
Reich, represented by Hopkins 
& Porter Inc.

BAR #2018-00576
Request for alterations at 430 
South Saint Asaph Street
Applicants: Robert and Caroline 
Reich, represented by Hopkins 
& Porter Inc.

BAR #2018-00577
Request for partial demolition 
at 1106 & 1108 King Street
Applicant: Eat Augies, LLC., 
represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

BAR #2018-00578
Request for alterations at 1106 & 
1108 King Street
Applicant: Eat Augies, LLC., 
represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 
711.
Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets. 

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

EDUCATION
CAREER TRAINING 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions to reach truck 
drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion.  In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 800 567-0404 
Ext. 300N

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide.  Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome-no obligation. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook) 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Es-
pañol. BBB Member.

WANTED TO BUY/
TRADE 

FREON R12 WANTED: CER-
TIFED BUYER will PAY CA$H 
for R12 cylinders or cases of 
cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Subscribe to Alexandria 
Times E-edition to get your 
news delivered to your 
email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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Commercial Sales & Leasing
Landlord & Tenant Representation

#WeAreAlexandria

McEnearneyCommercial.com
Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.

703.683.2700 | 510 King Street, Suite 515 | Alexandria, VA 22314

Properties For Lease and For Sale

550 S. Pickett Street 
Vacant Land for Sale $1,800,000
32,987 SF. By Right: Building Size 27,200 
SF | SUP 41,250 SF. Prime location with 
great visibility, easy access to I-395 and 
I-495. Zoned: I. See listing for multiple 
Permitted Uses. 
Robert Swearingen | 703.537.3320
rswearingen@McEnearney.com

1451 Belle Haven Road, Unit 310 
New Price: $195,000 or $178/SF
Zoning: C-2. 1,096-SF office condo/medical. 
Existing medical/oral surgeon office. Abundant 
parking. Reception area, waiting room, two 
private bathrooms, windowed offices/medical 
examine rooms, kitchenette, elevator building.
Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

300 N Washington Street
For Lease 1,054-3,050 SF, $25.00-$27.00/SF
Available Now: Suite 405 (3,050 SF @ $25.00/
SF), Suite 304 (2,258 SF @ $25.00/SF), Suite 
202 (2,522 SF @ $25.00/SF). Best Office Deal 
in Old Town. Ride-on bus service to Metro. 
Reserved, off-street parking. Great views!  
John Quinn | 703.537.3317 
jquinn@McEnearney.com

1423 Powhatan Street, Bldg. 1  
New Sale Price: $749,000
3,342-SF free-standing condo ideal for 
investor or user. Suitable for single user or 
two tenants. 8 off-street parking spaces 
included. 2-hour zoned visitors parking. One 
block from Rt. 1 & one mile from Metro.
Brison Rohrbach | 703.683.2700 
brohrback@McEnearney.com

100 Daingerfield Road 
For Lease $30.00/SF Full Service
4th Floor, 1,656 - 4,635 SF. Full build out 
office space. Three garage parking spaces. 
32,038 SF Class B office building, built 
1991. Located Near U.S. Courthouse, 
USPTO and King Street Metro Station.
Mike Lucker | 703.683.2700 
mlucker@McEnearney.com

5350 Shawnee Road #250 
For Sale or Lease: 3 Units - 2,900 SF each 
LEED Green Office Inside the Beltway. Sale 
Price: $833,333 each. Lease Rate: $28 PSF 
Full Service. Furniture Available. Built in 1985, 
Renovated 2007. Intersection of Edsall Rd and 
I-395, ½ mile from I-495, 8 mi. from Pentagon.
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com

TERELL HUTCHINS 
m 404.272.8874
d 703.537.3337

thutchins@mcenearney.com

TONY ZILLERUELO
m 703.597.9291
d 703.537.3350

tzilleruelo@mcenearney.com

EVAN CASS
m 202.320.0041
d 703.537.3354

ecass@mcenearney.com

SIMON MCKEOWN
m 215.828.9889
d 703.537.3355

smckeown@mcenearney.com

We are proud of our growth 
in 2018 and look forward 

to a prosperous 2019. 

McEnearney Commercial 

Welcomes our  
newest agents!

112 South 
Royal Street 
Lease: $3,250/
mo. Full Service
First Floor Old 
Town Office Suite. 
Beautiful historical 
property, built late 
19th century. Two 
large adjoining 
offices with built-
in bookcases and 
fireplaces. Half 
bath, coat room. 

WiFi-wired. Security system. Steps from 
King Street, a block to City Hall. Perfect for 
architects, lawyers, or small businesses. 

217 King 
Street 
For Sale 
$1,750,000
Building Size: 
4,131 SF
Historic 3-story 
storefront retail/
office building.
Built 1850, prime 
location on the 
200 block of 
King Street. 

Near river, restaurants, city hall and market 
square. Building will be sold as vacant!

John Ross | 703.683.2700
jross@McEnearney.com

Diane Sappenfield | 703.401.9419 
dsappenfield@mcenearney.com


