
Local businesses 
step up to help out-
of-work federal em-
ployees
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Carolyn Bednarek 
sits at a table, her hands 
making small, sometimes 
stumbling movements 
with a ball of yarn and 
knitting needles. She 
isn’t the best knitter, but 
that’s why she’s here at 
fibre space: to learn. Af-
ter being furloughed by 
the government on Dec. 
22, leaving her without 
work or pay, Bednarek has 

plenty of time to learn.
Bednarek, a member of 

the Coast Guard, is one of 
the 12,831 Alexandrians 
who, according to the U.S. 
Office of Personnel Man-
agement, work for the 
federal government.

Those federal workers 
comprise 8.5 percent of 
Alexandria’s population 
of 151,331, making Alex-
andria, by its proximity to 
D.C., harder hit than the 
rest of the state. Accord-
ing to a report released 
by the personal finance Crime

Bomb threats lead to 
Hammond evacuation.

Page 4

Business
Del Ray’s Bombay Curry 

Company closes.
Page 5

TimesAlexandria
Vol. 15, No. 2.            Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.                         JANUARY 10, 2019

INSIDE

Diverse newcomers 
take seats while 
Silberberg, Lovain, 
Smedberg bid farewell
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Change was in the air 
of the T.C. Williams High 
School auditorium on the 
evening of Jan. 2 as Mayor 
Justin Wilson and the in-
coming city council were 
sworn in on stage.

It was a night of firsts 
for both Alexandria as a 
city and the individuals on 
stage. Four of the six incom-
ing councilors, Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, 
Canek Aguirre, Amy Jack-

son and Mo Seifeldein, are 
first-time elected officials 
and join re-elected council-
ors John Chapman and Del 
Pepper on city council.

In a first for city council, 
all seven elected officials 
took an ethics pledge, ad-
ministered by Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Edward Se-
monian, promising to serve 
the public with “integrity, 

New mayor, 
council sworn in

SEE COUNCIL | 6

MORE SWEARING IN:
New school board 
takes oath of office
Page 7

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
HITS ALEXANDRIA

SEE SHUTDOWN | 8

BY THE  
NUMBERS

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Furloughed federal workers take part in one of fibre space’s free knitting lessons.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Mayor Justin Wilson and incoming city council members take the 
city’s new ethics pledge during the Jan. 2 swearing in ceremony 
at T.C. Williams High School.

800,000
Around 800,000 
federal workers 
affected overall

6
Virginia’s workers 

are 6th most affect-
ed in the country

12,831 Alexandri-
ans work for the 

federal government

12,831
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 SAVE 0.5% of your loan  
amount up to $20,000*

Ask Us
How!

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lorraine Arora, Managing Broker: 703-836-1464    Lorraine.Arora@PenFedRealty.com

Potomac Greens
3 Bedrooms 2 Full Baths 2 Half Baths. 
Spacious end unit located in a thriving 
neighborhood. Open floor plan with 
hardwood floors on main and bedroom 
levels. Chef’s kitchen. Rooftop terrace!

Portners Landing
Beautiful, pristine 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Full 
Baths, 1 Half Bath, 2 
car garage Old Town 
residence.  
Special features 
include heated 
travertine floors on 
lower level, updated 
kitchen with granite 
counter tops, and 
more. A must see!

Del Ray
6 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths,1 Garage. Customize 
your luxury dream home. Living in Del Ray 
is unique! Minutes to restaurants, shopping 
areas, and National Airport. 

          
 COMING SOON

ALEXANDRIA $1,750,000  

       U
NDER CONTRACT

          
 COMING SOON

ALEXANDRIA $980,000

ALEXANDRIA $855,000  

Ridgewood 
2 Bedrooms, 2 
full baths, 2 half 
baths. Hardwood 
floors throughout. 
New stainless steel 
applicanes and 
granite countertops 
in the kitchen.  
Minutes to North 
Point Village! Move-
in-Ready!

RESTON $499,990

Come be  
a part of  

a great Team!
 JOIN THE BEST

BE THE BEST
Call today to get more 

information.
703-346-5587

Have you ever 
thought about 

a career in 
real estate?
 Call about our  

upcoming classes
Now Starting
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Winter Inspections 
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

BACH,
BRANDENBURGERS

Brandenburg Concertos 2, 4 & 5

FRIDAY
JAN 11
7:30PM

(703) 548-0885    •    www.alexsym.org

Featuring ASO musicians. Food generously 
provided by Port City Brewery, the German 
Gourmet and Pork Barrel BBQ.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
228 S. Pitt St. • Alexandria, VA • 22314

$40 adult  / $5 youth

& Brews!

Alexandria revs up dockless 
scooter, e-bike program

Lime, a San-Francis-
co-based rideshare compa-
ny, received the first permit 
to operate dockless electric 
scooters and bicycles in Al-
exandria, the city announced 
on Jan. 7 in a news release.

Alexandria’s approval 
of Lime marks the start of a 
nine-month dockless mobil-
ity pilot program that city 
council approved in Novem-
ber 2018. The permit allows 
Lime to deploy up to 200 
e-scooters and e-bikes. How-
ever, the city will continue to 
accept applications from oth-
er operators for the duration 
of the program.

The dockless scooters, 
for which users can pay for 
rides through an app, have 
been gaining popularity in 
cities across the county over 

the past year. Lime, Bird and 
Lyft scooters have all hit the 
streets of Alexandria’s neigh-
bors to the north, Washing-
ton D.C. and Baltimore. 

Throughout the duration 
of Alexandria’s pilot pro-
gram, the city will evaluate 
the safety and popularity of 
the scooters and bikes, along 
with the overall performance 
of the participating compa-
nies, according to the release.

The new electric scooters 
and bikes operate similar-
ly to the city’s other shared 
mobility devices like Capital 
Bikeshare bicycles, howev-
er they will not be stored at 
docking stations. Without 
fixed locations for parking 
these devices, residents must 
follow the guidelines set 
forth by the city. Residents 

who use the program must 
park Lime’s dockless vehicles 
at “appropriate locations in 
the public right-of-way,” ac-
cording to the release. This 
includes at the edge of a side-
walk or anywhere that is at 
least five-feet clear of a pe-
destrian zone.

Over the next nine 
months, with the help of 
community feedback, the 
city will look at how and 
where the devices are used, 
Lime’s responsiveness and 
how safe the devices are in 
order to determine whether 
the program will extend be-
yond the pilot program. 

Those interested in using 
Lime’s new e-scooters and 
e-bikes can download Lime’s 
app and create an account.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Potentially impaired driver crashes gas 
tankard in front of the Torpedo Factory

A man driving a gasoline 
tankard crashed in front of 
the Torpedo Factory around 
11 a.m. on Jan. 4, according 
to a news tip that was later 
confirmed by the Alexandria 
Police Department. There 
were no injuries reported.

Officers arrived at the 
scene after the crash and 

conducted sobriety tests on 
the driver, who appeared to 
be impaired, according to 
APD Public Information Of-
ficer Crystal Nosal.

The man passed the field 
sobriety tests and was not 
charged with driving under 
the influence, Nosal said. 
Even though he appeared to 

be impaired, police did not 
have probable cause to arrest 
him because he passed the 
tests, and the officers had 
not seen his driving behav-
ior, Nosal said.

Police did, however, im-
pound the truck and have it 
towed away, Nosal said.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

New UPS Store opens in Alexandria
A new UPS Store opened 

at 625 First St. adjacent to 
the Holiday Inn & Suites, ac-
cording to a news release. 

In addition to domes-
tic and international ship-
ping, the new store will offer 
full-service packaging, pre-
sentation and document fin-
ishing, online and in-store 
printing services, copies, 

notary, custom crating and 
shipping for large items, mail-
box and postal services, office 
and packaging supplies and a 
variety of other services. 

“As a one-stop shop for 
small businesses, we offer 
shipping, postal, printing 
and comprehensive small 
business services,” Sef Ham-
di, the new store’s franchi-

see, said. “We look forward 
to serving individuals and 
local business owners within 
the Alexandria community.” 

The new store’s hours 
of operation are Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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CRIME
2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Learn Reiki 
Self-Care, 

Relaxation Class
Register Today

Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School students were 
rerouted to T.C. Williams 
High School on their way to 
school on Tuesday morn-
ing in response to a bomb 
threat, according to an Al-
exandria eNews release.

At 11:37 a.m., about three 
hours after the initial evac-
uation, Alexandria Police 
Department reported that 
it had finished checking 
the school and determined 
it was safe for students to 
return. Hammond students 
were transported back to the 
school after being fed lunch 
at T.C., according to another 
eNews release.

Police Chief Michael 
Brown said at the Tuesday 
night city council legisla-
tive meeting that police 
had received a second bomb 
threat via phone call while 
they were investigating the 
building. 

The bomb threats follow 
two 911 hang-up calls from 
the school on Monday that 
alleged there were weapons 
inside the building, accord-
ing to a letter from Princi-
pal Pierrette Peters to Ham-
mond parents. Brown said 
all four calls received Mon-
day and Tuesday came from 
inside the school.

Tuesday’s threat had no 

more substantiation than 
the previous calls, accord-
ing to the eNews release. 
Because it occurred while 
buses were arriving at the 
school, however, they were 
rerouted so that the APD 
could conduct a full investi-
gation of the property. APD 
clarified in a tweet that the 
lack of “substantiation” 
meant there was no chatter 
related to the threats, no 
postings, no weapon locat-
ed and no student admit-
ting to making the calls.

Following the evacua-
tion, Alexandria City Public 
Schools allowed parents to 
pick up students from Ham-
mond after 1:30 p.m. if they 
wished to collect their chil-
dren prior to dismissal.

At the legislative meet-
ing, Brown emphasized the 
cost of the police response.

“What I need to rein-
force is when we do a full-
scale response like that, we 
are actually putting every 
police officer in this city 
in responding to a scene,” 
Brown said. “That, as you 
can imagine, affects the 
regular deployment and se-
curity of the city. This is not 
to be taken lightly, and we 
don’t take it lightly.” 

On Monday, APD also 
conducted full investiga-

tions in response to the 
calls that took place around 
11 a.m. and 12:40 p.m. In 
each instance, the school 
was placed on lockdown 
with students and staff re-
maining in their locations. 
In both instances, it took 
less than an hour for police 
to deem the building safe.

In addition to the four 
threats this week, Ham-
mond had a fifth threaten-
ing phone call on Dec. 21, 
according to Brown. In Jan-
uary 2018, the school also 
faced a threat on social me-
dia that resulted in its lock-
down and evacuation.

Brown said he couldn’t 
disclose details of the po-
lice investigation, but at 
the time, he said police 
suspected one or more stu-
dents were responsible for 
the calls.

“We are not taking this 
lightly,” Brown said. “We 
will respond and continue 
to respond to any kind of 
report of this kind of ac-
tivity, and we are going to 
continue our investigation. 
If we identify who might be 
involved, we will prepare a 
criminal case and send it 
forward for consideration 
by the commonwealth’s at-
torney.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Hammond evacuated after bomb threat

Four-year-old Annie loves to bask in the attention of her 
favorite people.  From chin rubs to ear scratches to pets 

along her head and back, Annie is all about cuddling.   

A staff-favorite at the Shelter, she’d love to live in an adults-
only home, where she can be an “only” pet and the focus of 
your love and attention.  A very sweet girl, Annie is house 

hunting and hopes she’ll find her new home soon.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT  www.alexandriaanimals.org  
or call 703-746-4774.

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~  Let’s Get Together ~ 

The nation’s largest 
privately-owned arts and 
crafts retailer, Hobby Lob-
by, is coming to Alexandria 
this spring. Set to open in 
mid-March at Little River 
Turnpike and North Beaure-
gard Street, construction 
is already underway on the 
62,000 square-foot home dé-
cor and craft store.

The Alexandria location 
will be Hobby Lobby’s 13th 

Virginia-based store and is 
part of the Oklahoma City-
based retailer’s ongoing ef-
fort to expand into Virginia.

“The success of our stores 
in Virginia is a good indica-
tor that Alexandria shoppers

will be pleased with the 
quality, selection and val-
ue we offer in the craft and 
home decor market,” Kelly 
Black, director of advertis-
ing, said in a statement.

The store is projected 
to bring in around 35 to 50 
new jobs, according to the 
release, with full-time jobs 
paying $15.70 per hour and 
part-time positions paying 
$10.45 per hour.

When the doors open in 
March, Hobby Lobby will op-
erate from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 
will be closed on Sundays.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Hobby Lobby comes to Alexandria
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416 South Pitt Street | $1,025,000412 South Lee Street | $695,000

Sold Sold

1314 Duke Street | $829,000

New Listing!

703-628-2440 
703-549-8700

Hard Work, Experience, Results.

R E A L T O R S®

Diann Carlson
Your Old Town neighbor.

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Bombay Curry Compa-
ny, Del Ray’s staple Indian 
restaurant since 1995, has 
closed, the owners announced 
Jan. 3 via Facebook post.

The couple who owned the 
restaurant, Nicky and Balraj 
Bhasin, said in the post that 
the decision to close was due 
to multiple factors, including 
staffing challenges, family 
matters and Balraj’s health.

“You have been wonderful 
with all of your support and 
continued patronage,” they 
said in the post. “The friend-
ships we have built will last 
for many years to come and 
we simply cannot thank you 
enough for allowing us to be 
a part of this amazing com-
munity.”

The couple first opened 
Bombay Curry Company in 
1995 in the strip mall at the 
base of The Calvert building 

at 3110 Mount Vernon Ave. 
When The Calvert was rede-
veloped into DelRay Tower in 
2011, the restaurant relocat-
ed down the street to 2607 
Mount Vernon Ave. 

Over its 23 years in opera-
tion, the restaurant developed 
a loyal following, becoming a 
go-to neighborhood spot for 
Indian food. Balraj Bhasin at-
tributed the restaurant’s suc-
cess to its quality ingredients 
and inventive menu, which 
balanced Indian classics like 
butter chicken and curry with 
creative options such as tan-
doori chicken wings, shammi 
kebab, bhel puri and chicken 
kadai. 

“We had an interesting 
menu,” Bhasin said. “While 
we were serving a lot of 
stuff that all the restaurants 
served, we kind of put in 
some stuff which you would 
not find on any other restau-
rant menus. … Over the years, 

you picked up recipes and 
thought, ‘Hey let’s give them 
something different,’ and 
that’s what we did.” 

The restaurant has been 
critically acclaimed in nu-
merous publications includ-
ing the Washingtonian and 
the Washington Post. Bha-
sin said their “big break” 

was when Phyllis Richman, 
the renowned Washington 
Post food critic who has been 
called “the most feared wom-
an in Washington,” gave the 
restaurant a glowing review.  

Over the years, Bhasin 
said one of his favorite expe-
riences at the restaurant was 
its Sunday brunch buffet. 

“It became almost like a 
club,” Bhasin said. “The same 
people would come every 
time and you come at 11:30, 
people are standing outside 
to come in and it’s the same 
people, they see each other 
every time, then they start 
saying hello, and then they 
start pulling their chairs 
closer and suddenly it’s like a 
whole big club.” 

Now that the restaurant 
is closed, Bhasin said that he 
plans to retire and focus on 
his health. That being said, he 
and his wife plan to continue 
to stay active in Alexandria’s 
cooking scene.  

“We’re asking people to 
stay in touch because we’ll do 
some cooking classes in our 
home and do some dinners, 
special dinners or something 
like that,” Bhasin said.

He said they also plan to 

Bombay Curry Company announces closing

SEE BOMBAY | 6

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Bombay Curry Company owner Balraj Bhasin.
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impartiality and transparen-
cy.” 

While the night was dom-
inated by new faces, former 
Mayor Allison Silberberg and 
former councilors Tim Lovain 
and Paul Smedberg spoke as 
well. They reflected on the 
hard work and accomplish-
ments of city council during 
the last term, which included 
the institution of the ethics 
pledge. 

They also offered words of 
advice to the incoming coun-
cil, passing the torch to their 
successors, who will have to 
deal with numerous difficult 
issues over the next three 
years. Silberberg stressed 
that the incoming councilors 
need to balance expanding 
the tax base through devel-
opment with concern for the 
people affected by council 
decisions.

“As important as it is to 
serve with an eye on our bud-
get, it is also incumbent upon 
all of us to serve with one’s 
heart,” Silberberg said.

Silberberg went on to ad-
dress a topic that loomed over 

the entire night: Amazon and 
Virginia Tech’s imminent 
arrivals in the region. Silber-
berg said that technology and 
innovation are the future and 
Alexandria has the potential 
to become the center of that 
future.

Wilson, in his first speech 
as mayor, said the tech gi-
ant’s arrival will bring infra-
structure and housing issues, 
and that this is just another 
sign that Alexandria is grow-
ing fast and on the cusp of 
change. 

“The question for us is 
whether or not we can chart 
a path of inclusive growth,” 
Wilson said. “How we ensure 
that the growth that occurs 
in our city lifts all of our resi-
dents and improves out qual-
ity of life.”

Inclusive growth along 
with economic sustainabili-
ty and healthy political dis-
course were three governing 
principles Wilson said the 
council should use as a north 
star as they steer Alexandria 
through the next three years 
of change.

“I believe that Alexandria 
can be the small city that 

does big things,” Wilson said 
to close his speech. “Let’s 
chart that course. Let’s get to 
work.”

Several officials men-
tioned the importance of sup-
porting Alexandria’s small 
business community in light 
of decreased federal funding 
and Amazon’s arrival.

“We know that as many 
of our businesses face more 
competition, as industries 
change, it’s going to be more 
incumbent on us to look at 
creating opportunities to 
keep them in a city like Alex-
andria,” Chapman said. 

School capacity, city in-
frastructure and affordable 

housing were topics of con-
versation throughout the 
night, along with continued 
development in the West End.

“We are seeing substantial 
development activity in the 
Landmark Mall area and in 
the whole West End. Here is 
where considerable develop-
ment could and should take 
place,” Pepper said before 
repeating her slogan, “The 
West End will rise again.”

On a night that ushered 
in one of the city’s most di-
verse city councils in terms 
of ethnicity, race and gender 
– if not political affiliation 
– diversity and inclusivity 
were two words that were fre-
quently repeated.

“I’m happy and excited to 
be a part of the most diverse 
council ever elected,” Ben-
nett-Parker said. “We elect-
ed Councilman Aguirre, the 
first Latino elected to serve 

on council, and Councilman 
Seifeldein, the first Muslim 
and first immigrant to serve.”

Bennett-Parker also noted 
the gains women are mak-
ing in Alexandria, as in the 
rest of the country, though in 
both cases change is a work 
in progress. This is only the 
third time in 18 years that 
council has been composed 
of half women, and a sig-
nificantly smaller number 
of women than men oversee 
the city’s various boards and 
commissions.

“This issue is important 
because just as we must thank 
those who came before us and 
led the way, so too must we 
hold the door open for those 
that come after us,” Ben-
nett-Parker said.

Throughout the night, the 
incoming council had one 
eye on the future, looking 
not only at what issues will 
arise but how it will overcome 
those issues. With inclusivity 
at the forefront, several offi-
cials made it clear that work-
ing together is the best path 
forward.

“I refuse to believe that a 
city where an African immi-
grant Muslim like myself is 
elected to council, where once 
George Washington sat, isn’t 
able to solve common issues 
in challenging times,” Seif-
eldein said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

CITY COUNCIL ETHICS PLEDGE
I understand that as a city representative, I am entrusted 
with protecting and preserving the integrity of the 
government of the city. I will honor this trust by: upholding 
the City of Alexandria Code of Ethics and Conduct, putting 
the public interest first, conducting myself at all times 
in a manner that brings credit to the city, serving with 
integrity, impartiality and transparency, fostering an ethical 
culture and taking no action that will result in or create 
the appearance of personal gain or conflict of interest. I 
will communicate openly and civilly, listening to all views, 
seeking common ground as a starting point, and being 
respectful even in areas of disagreement. 

COUNCIL FROM | 1

look into getting involved 
with the local farmers’ mar-
kets to continue sharing rec-
ipes and products.

In the immediate future, 
Bhasin said he’s focused on 
selling the restaurant space 
at 2607 Mount Vernon Ave. 

“We have a nice, small, 
beautiful restaurant, a good, 
decent sized kitchen,” Bha-
sin said. “So it would make an 
ideal restaurant for a family 
to run or it could make an ide-
al restaurant, say, for a chef 
who maybe thinks, ‘Okay it’s 
time to try it on my own.’” 

Bhasin said the thing he’ll 
miss most about running the 
restaurant will be his involve-
ment in the Del Ray commu-
nity, from donating food to 
different events, to watching 
the community grow, to chat-
ting with patrons each day.

“We’ve been here 23 years, 
and you’ve seen customers 
grow but you’ve also seen 
the neighborhood change,” 
Bhasin said. “What you miss 
the most is basically the in-
teraction that you have with 
your customer … and not only 
are these people customers, 
they’re good friends.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

BOMBAY FROM | 5
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

BY DENISE DUNBAR

A new mayor and city 
council were not the only 
officials sworn in during 
the past week: Alexandria 
also has nine newly mint-
ed school board members, 
three from each of the city’s 
three districts, who were 
sworn in Monday night at 
T.C. Williams High School. 
As with city council, the 
new school board is com-
prised of mostly new mem-
bers, with five newcomers 
joining four incumbents. 

District A, in the east-
ern part of the city, has all 
new representatives: Ja-
cinta Greene, Michelle Rief 
and Chris Suarez. District 
B, encompassing the cen-
ter of Alexandria, returned 
all three incumbents: Cindy 
Anderson, Margaret Lorber 

and Veronica Nolan. While 
District C, in the city’s West 
End, returned Ramee Gen-
try, who served as board 
chair the past two years, 
along with newcomers Mea-
gan Alderton and Heather 
Thornton.

The swearing-in cere-
mony was emceed by Alex-
andria City Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D. The T.C. 
Williams Junior ROTC pre-
sented the colors, while the 
school’s choir performed 
two songs, including the 
national anthem.

The evening was not 
without a dash of contro-
versy when the school board 
members voted to elect their 
new chair and vice chair. 
Anderson was unanimously 
selected by her peers to be 
the new chair. Nolan be-

came the board’s vice chair 
by an 8-1 vote, with Rief 
dissenting. 

Rief later explained in 
an e-mail why she voted 
against Nolan.

“I’m troubled by the 
campaign contributions Ms. 
Nolan received as reported 
by the Washington Post on 
Nov. 25,” Rief said. 

Nolan raised $48,035 

during this election cycle, 
according to vpap.org, the 
most of any school board 
candidate. Of that, $23,300 
was donated by Leadership 
for Educational Equity, a 
group affiliated with the 
nonprofit Teach for Ameri-
ca. 

The Washington Post 
article raised concerns 
about the connection be-
tween LEE and the charter 
school lobby. The website 
for LEE describes the or-
ganization as “a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan, leadership 
development organization 
working to end the injus-
tice of educational inequity 
by inspiring and support-
ing a diverse set of leaders 
with classroom experience 
to engage civically and po-
litically.” 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

New school board sworn in

PHOTO/ACPS
Nine new school board members were sworn in Monday night at T.C. 
Williams High School. 
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website WalletHub, the fed-
eral shutdown has affected 
Virginia’s workers the sixth 
most in the country.  

Although this is a par-
tial shutdown, more than 
800,000 federal employees 
across nine departments 
and countless other agen-
cies have been impact-
ed. Around half of those 
employees have to work 
without pay. The rest, like 
Bednarek, have been forced 
to sit at home – left hoping 
they will eventually receive 
back pay – waiting for news 
of the federal government 
passing a budget resolution.

Federal agencies like the 
National Science Founda-
tion are some of the biggest 
employers in Alexandria, 
and the city’s many federal 
employees are trying to fig-
ure out how to survive the 
shutdown without income.

For a lot of federal em-
ployees, rumors had been 
circulating that the partial 
shutdown was looming, but 
that didn’t make the actu-
al government closure any 

less devastating, especially 
coming three days before 
Christmas.

“It wasn’t really that 
surprising,” Bednarek said 
of the moment she heard 
about the shutdown from 
her supervisor. “It was just 
really disheartening, espe-
cially around the holidays.”

Others didn’t hear about 
the shutdown until they 
saw it on the news while 
home for the holidays, as 
did furloughed government 
contractor Alyssa Marlow. 
This is Marlow’s third gov-
ernment shutdown, but 
she said frequency doesn’t 
make being furloughed any 
less frustrating.

“I’m angry, obviously. I 
think a lot of us are angry,” 
Marlow said. “We’re educat-
ed, professional, successful 
adults who serve our coun-
try, and we want to work.”

With no income for the 
past couple weeks and no 
promise of back pay, a lot 
of furloughed employees 
have had to find ways to 
stay afloat. Mortgages don’t 
stop just because the gov-
ernment is shut down. Mar-

low isn’t the only one clean-
ing out her closet, donating 
to Goodwill and selling her 
nice suits and shoes.

For some federal em-
ployees, the paychecks 
have stopped, but the work 
hasn’t.

“Since I work with active 
duty military, they’re cur-
rently working and not get-
ting paid,” Bednarek said. 
“They have to be in the of-
fice, and that includes peo-
ple who were planning to 
take leave.”

For furloughed workers, 
emails and their unfin-
ished projects are piling up, 
and when they do go back 
to work they could spend 
weeks getting caught up. 
Many furloughed federal 

employees are anxious and 
disheartened. While some 
are taking advantage of the 
time off to take care of home 
projects or to travel, others 
have nothing to do but sit 
at home and, as Marlow put 
it, “spiral into thoughts of 
self-pity.”

“I’ve always thought 
that the work I did was im-
portant and meaningful 
and that I was valuable,” 
Marlow said. “It doesn’t feel 
like it right now.”

Local businesses lend 
a helping hand

Despite the anxiety, in-
action and lack of pay, there 
is a silver lining for Alexan-
dria’s many furloughed and 
unpaid federal employees: 
local businesses are step-
ping up and pitching in to 
support those affected by 
the shutdown.

Restaurants such as 
Pork Barrel BBQ, Diya and 
Lavender Moon Cupcakes 
are offering free meals and 
discounts, while stores and 
organizations including 
knitting shop fibre space 
and The Art League are of-
fering free lessons. For Al-
exandria’s local business 
owners, it’s a way to give 
back to the customers who 
have supported them over 
the years. 

Pork Barrel BBQ, which 
is providing free pulled pork 
sandwiches to furloughed 
government workers for as 
long as the shutdown lasts, 
is among a number of lo-
cal businesses that have 
offered specials to federal 
workers every time there’s 
been a shutdown, since at 

least 2013.
“It was kind of a way of 

us showing our custom-
er base that we appreciate 
them,” Bill Blackburn, own-
er of Pork Barrel BBQ, said. 
“Every time this happens, 
federal employees get a raw 
deal. They become pawns in 
this big political game.”

Stores that don’t fill fur-
loughed employees’ stom-
achs are offering to fill up 
something just as valuable: 
their time.

Fibre space is offering 
two free, volunteer-led 
knitting lessons a day as a 
way to bring in new knitters 
and provide anxious, out-
of-work federal employees 
with a productive form of 
stress relief.

“We really just wanted 
to bring new people into 
the knitting community as 
a stress reliever, as a way 
for them to have a craft to 
keep them busy and find the 
soothing effects of knitting 
that we have,” fibre space 
owner Danielle Romanetti 
said.

Going from full-time 
employee to all-the-time-
in-the-world is disorienting 
for a lot of federal workers. 
Knowing that there are pro-
ductive – and free – ways to 
spend an afternoon is help-
ful for those afraid of going 
stir-crazy.

“This was the one excit-
ing thing that I’ve come to 
do since the start of my fur-
lough,” Bednarek, who at-
tended one of fibre space’s 
free lessons, said. “Other 
than that, it’s just wonder-
ing when I’ll get back to 
work. It seemed relaxing 
and nice to be around oth-
er people in a similar situ-
ation.”

Although Alexandria’s 
local businesses continue 
to support their customers, 
the government shutdown 
doesn’t just affect feder-
al workers. With a large 
amount of their customers 

"to be irreplaceable 
one must always 

be different"

Experience the Difference
List your home with

Alexandria's Real Estate
Market Experts

 
310 King St Alexandria VA 22314

202.390.8714 | 703.932.5643 | 703.518.8300
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing. SEE SHUTDOWN | 21

I’m angry, obviously. I think 
a lot of us are angry. We’re 
educated, professional, successful 
adults who serve our country 
and we want to work.”

– Alyssa Marlow,
government contractor

SHUTDOWN FROM | 1
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AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
JANUARY 18-27

TASTE OF THE EAST
Unlimited lunch buffet for two adults

Three course dinner for two

218 N Lee Street, 2nd Floor, Alexandria 
703.706.5338 • diyaindiancuisine.com

OLD TOWN'S FAVORITE
$35 Dinner and Dessert for Two

203 Strand Street, Alexandria  
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

WHERE LOCALS EAT
Indulge in a two course lunch ($22) 

or a three course dinner with a 
complimentary glass of French 

sparkling cider.

119 S Royal Street, Alexandria 
fontainecaffe.com

1986 WHISKEY BAR
Garden Salads, Fried Chicken, Wild 

Salmon, Fresh Trout and more, 
with 16 beers on tap and a Whiskey 

Bar full of the rare and unusual

121 S Union Street, Alexandria 
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com 

$35 DINNER/$15 BRUNCH
Dinner: Three courses, prix fixe: $35 

Brunch: Two courses: $15
Open Daily 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Brunch Sat/Sun 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

207 King St., Alexandria 
www.mysonomacellar.com 

Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week showcases the inventiveness of local chefs in neighborhoods throughout the city, including Old 
Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and Eisenhower, and the West End. At a range of locales, from neighborhood favorites to restaurants specializing 

in international cuisine, guests will savor the flavors of Alexandria's distinctive collection of eateries. The Restaurant Week deals are:

$35 THREE-COURSE DINNER  •  $35 DINNER FOR TWO  •   LUNCH AT $15 OR $22  •   BRUNCH AT $15 OR $22

 
FINE INDIAN DINING

$35 Dinner for Two People
Daily luncheon buffet

1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com 

Members discuss 
WasteSmart plan, ap-
pointments to boards, 
commissions  
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

The new city council, 
which was sworn in on Jan. 2, 
gathered for its first legislative 
session of 2019 on Tuesday 
evening.

It was also the first time 
some of the new council mem-
bers reported from the various 
city and regional boards and 
commissions they were offi-
cially appointed to at the city 
council installation. 

Some of the most signif-
icant commission appoint-

ments were of Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
and Councilor Canek Agu-
irre to the Northern Virgin-
ia Transportation Commis-
sion, which had lost longtime 
members Paul Smedberg and 
Tim Lovain with the council 
turnover. Aguirre said that 
at council’s next legislative 
meeting on Jan. 22, there 
will be a discussion about the 
three-month Metro shutdown 
Alexandria will face this sum-
mer. 

With the start of the new 
year, council also appointed 
several non-councilor com-
munity members to boards, 
commissions and committees. 

Perhaps the most eventful 
appointments were of three 
members to the planning 
commission. Mayor Justin 
Wilson said 18 applicants ap-
plied for the three vacancies 
and called the volume of ap-
plicants “a testament to the 
significant interest in what is 
one of the most important ap-
pointments that the council 
makes.”

Planning commissioners 
are appointed for four-year 
terms. The two incumbents 
who applied, David Brown and 
Stephen Koenig, were both 
unanimously reappointed by 
the council. The third success-
ful candidate was John Goeb-

el, who was appointed by a 
6-1 vote, with Councilor John 
Chapman voting for a differ-
ent applicant.  

“I want to thank all the 
folks who applied for the plan-
ning commission. We are so 
fortunate that we have folks 
willing to give an incredible 
amount of volunteer time and 
service on our planning com-
mission,” Wilson said.

During the city manager’s 
reports, Mark Jinks announced 
another new appointment: 
Gretchen Bulova as the per-
manent director of the Office 
of Historic Alexandria. Bulova 
has worked for the city for the 
past 20 years, serving as the 

acting director of OHA for the 
past year, and deputy director 
before then since 2015. 

“We welcome Gretchen 
permanently to the job of OHA 
director, and we look forward 
to many good years with her 
stewardship of Alexandria’s 
history,” Jinks said. 

Also at the meeting, coun-
cil discussed a preview of the 
2019 Virginia General Assem-
bly session and state budget 
and Alexandria’s 20-year stra-
tegic WasteSmart plan.

On Saturday, the new 
council will gather again for 
the first public hearing of 
2019. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

New council holds first legislative meeting
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“Our world. My brain. My 
mom and dad. My school. 
Reading books with my teach-
ers. Mommy taking me to 
school.”

Each week, Immanuel 
Lutheran School’s youngest 
scholars and their teachers 
share “Thankful Thursdays” 
as a chance to give thanks 
and reflect on the many 
things for which they are 
grateful. Laurie Honig, Im-
manuel’s junior kindergar-
ten teacher, encourages each 
student to contribute some-
thing to the class collection 
for the day.

“‘Thankful Thursdays’ 
are such a delightful way for 
our students and teachers in 
junior kindergarten to spend 
intentional time together 
focusing on gratitude,” Julia 
Habrecht, ILS headmaster, 

said. “It is always one of the 
highlights of my week to see 
the wonderful list compiled 
by the class each Thursday, 
which often include thank-
fulness for siblings, parents, 
friends, teachers, subjects 
students have been studying 
in class and a variety of oth-
er items.”

ILS teachers are also 
placing an emphasis on re-
fining character through 
cultivating and modeling 
the virtues of love, com-
passion, respect and honor 
on a daily basis. “Thankful 
Thursdays” are just one of 
the many ways teachers are 
modeling these virtues for 
their students and teaching 
and guiding them as they 
learn to love and practice 
these virtues in their daily 
lives.

‘Thankful Thursdays’ 
at Immanual Lutheran

COURTESY PHOTO

after school enrichment activities including 
CYO sports, scouts and extended care

elementary school in 
the world to design, 

build, test and launch 
a CubeSatellite into 
space in conjunction 

with a NASA 
partnership

 “Education is not the 
piling on of learning, 

information, data, facts, 
skills, or abilities – that’s 
training or instruction – 

but is rather making 
visible what is hidden as 

a seed.”
– ST. THOMAS MORE –

approximate 
percentage of 
students who 

identify themselves 
as minority, 
including 

African-American, 
Hispanic and Asian.

PRE-K TO GRADE 8
A high performing U.S. Department of 

Education Blue Ribbon School since 2006.

105 N. Thomas Street, Arlington, VA • (703) 528-6781 • stmschool.org

Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019
11:00am

Limited spaces remain for 
Pre-Kindergarten enrollment.

OPEN HOUSE

Festival of Lights

The annual winter performance at Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School, the “Festival of Lights,” in December was a hit.

The festival involves every class sharing stories about the theme 
of light from a diverse array of cultural traditions and experiences. 

From our Burgundy family to yours, we wish 
you a very happy and healthy 2019.

COURTESY PHOTO
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TECH DOC 
Phone, ipad & tablet repair

201 King St, Ste 300, Alexandria
(703) 362-5873

"Bring your broken device in 
and we will bring it back to life!"

Out of the classroom 
Education section

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Winter Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 13, 

1 - 3 pm

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

AlexTimes-sixteenth pageWinter OH.indd   1 1/3/2019   9:53:16 AM

COURTESY PHOTO 
The Bishop Ireton girls’ basketball team visited Puerto Rico 
from Dec. 20 to 23, winning both games they played against 
Colegio Adianez Private High School Training Academy and 
ECEDAO High School.

Alexandria Country Day 
School sixth graders applied 
their knowledge of electric 
circuits to create light-up 
LED paper circuit holiday 
cards. The cards were sent 
to children who are receiv-
ing blood cancer treatments 
at the Children’s National 
outpatient clinic in Falls 
Church.

ACDS sixth graders make 
light-up cards for kids

COURTESY PHOTO

Browne Academy eighth 
graders placed second in 
the Central Virginia “We 
the People” competition on 
Dec. 17. The team now ad-
vances to the state compe-
tition on Feb. 2 at the Uni-
versity of Virginia Darden 
School of Business. 

“We the People” is a na-
tional curriculum that fo-
cuses on the creation, con-
tent and implementation of 
the U.S. Constitution. Over 
the course of two months, 
students worked in small 
groups to learn about a 
specific constitutional is-

sue, prepared a four-min-
ute statement in response 
to a question and practiced 
responding to challenging 
questions from a panel of 
judges. Each year, the expe-
rience culminates in a sim-
ulated congressional hear-
ing. 

Browne eighth graders 
make state competition

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

Second graders at 
Grace Episcopal School 
wrote puppet shows 
inspired by Mo Williams 
to share with Grace’s 
preschool and junior 
kindergarten students.

Puppet show 
at Grace
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GraceSchoolAlex.org
703-549-5067

3601 Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22305

Parent Led School Tours
No Reservations Required

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, January 16

9:30-11:30 a.m.

Independent School in Alexandria
Preschool - Grade 5

GRACE
BEGIN WITH

Grace 
Episcopal
School

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ILSAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr.K. - 8th

Admissions 
Application Deadline  
Friday, Jan. 25th
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Interested in an excellent academic 
environment that nurtures your child’s 
mind, heart, and body?

Alydia Ullman, ’20, and 
an Alexandria resident, first 
stepped into the halls of Oak-
crest as a freshman. She chose 
Oakcrest, she said, because 
she was drawn to the strong 
Christian community that she 
knew would support and cul-
tivate her beliefs and help her 
grow in her faith. 

While it’s hard for her to 
choose a single favorite course, 
Ullman said this year she par-
ticularly enjoys her elective, 
Western Political Thought. 
A typical day in the class in-
volves pondering and debat-
ing primary source documents 
on topics such as the nature of 
man and his purpose, the best 
forms of government or the 
necessity of society. The girls 
started with Plato and Aristo-
tle and are currently reading 
excerpts from the works of 
Thomas Aquinas. 

“It’s an amazing oppor-
tunity to have access to such 
profound works from the past 
and even more so to discover 
the truth, beauty and good-
ness hidden away in the texts 
with good friends,” Ullman 
said.  

Outside of the classroom, 
Ullman stays busy with her 
position on student council as 
Oakcrest’s sister coordinator. 
All students are divided into 
eight “families” that partici-
pate in activities and competi-
tions throughout the year such 
as pumpkin and gingerbread 
house decorating, icebreakers 
and special lunches. Ullman 
organizes these activities. 

Ullman describes it as “a 
great way to get to know girls 
from other grades and I ran for 
the position hoping to unify 
the school even more.”  Since 

she’s also artistically inclined 
– she loves to paint – Ullman 
took charge of set design for 
Oakcrest’s middle and upper 
school theater productions. 
She describes it as an easy and 
fun activity to develop new 
skills and meet new friends. 

When she’s not at school, 
Ullman likes to hang out with 
her friends, work on projects 
for her old grade school and 
get in lots of family time.  

“My family is very import-
ant to me, so I like to spend my 
time outside of Oakcrest with 
them,” she said. “Whether it’s 
reading a novel to my little 
sister or helping my grand-
parents settle into their new 
retirement home, I find so 
much joy in quality time with 
them apart from a crazy junior 
school life.”

Ullman’s family has an un-
usual claim to fame. Her dad, 
Chris Ullman, is a four-time 
national and international 
whistling champion who has 
appeared on many national 
media outlets and performed 
for a variety of people, includ-

ing former president George 
W. Bush. While she admits 
that she’s not half as skilled 
at whistling as her dad, Ull-
man said that his pursuit of 
his passion has given her some 
important life lessons. 

“He has taught me through 
his whistling that success can 
be achieved through hard 
work and persistence, two 
very important life skills that 
apply far beyond musical per-
formances,” Ullman said. 

Ullman is happy to be an 
Oakie and said its cultivation 
of leaders is one of the things 
that makes Oakcrest such a 
special school. 

“The best thing about 
Oakcrest is their willingness 
to work with the students’ 
ideas on how to make Oak-
crest a better place. Any girl 
is able to take the initiative to 
start a new club, create service 
programs or found new tra-
ditions,” Ullman said. “This 
brings forth leaders in Oak-
crest who are able to take a 
stand and contribute to their 
community.” 

Alexandria resident  
thrives at Oakcrest

COURTESY PHOTO
Alydia Ullman helps paint the set for an Oakcrest theater production.
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CALENDAR
January and February events
Work toward your resolutions by learning how to fight and 
more |   Page 16

HOMES
Gardening under the trees
Gardening in the shade is difficult but not impossible — 
learn how to make a shaded oasis in your yard |   Page 14

TimesLiving
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

BY BRANDPOINT

Cold brew coffee is pop-
ping up everywhere, poised 
to be a top food trend in the 
new year. You may have seen 
it on the menu of your fa-
vorite coffeehouse or in the 
refrigerated section of your 
local grocery store, but what 
exactly is cold brew coffee, 
and why are people raving 
about it?

Cold brew 101
Cold brew coffee is com-

monly confused with iced 
coffee, but the name comes 
from how it’s brewed rath-
er than how it’s served. 
Cold brew coffee is slowly 
steeped in cold water us-
ing coarsely ground coffee 
beans. While you can brew a 
pot of traditional hot coffee 
in a few minutes, cold brew 
takes hours - 12 or more - to 
achieve the signature result.

When you taste a 
high-quality cup of cold 
brew coffee, the difference is 
apparent. Coffee made using 
the cold brew method has a 
smoother, naturally sweeter 
result that tastes less acidic 
than traditional hot-brewed 

coffee. The reason for this is 
the solubility of the organic 
acids inherent in coffee are 
extracted at higher brewing 
temperatures. The organ-
ic acids – like citric, malic, 
formic, quinic and acetic 
– are a signature aspect of 
hot-brewed coffee’s flavor 
and aroma yet only dissolve 
in hot water. The cold brew 
method doesn’t extract the 
bright flavors associated 
with these acids but extracts 
the rich chocolate and cara-
mel notes that result in the 
rich and smooth beverage 
with a difference that you 
can taste.

Cold brew at home
Cold brewing from 

scratch at home can be quite 
the task, but that doesn’t 
mean you must choose be-
tween expensive coffee-
house cold brew and the 
messy, time-consuming pro-
cess of cold brewing at home. 
The solution: Java House(R) 
Authentic Cold Brew Coffee 
Dual-Use Liquid Pods can be 
enjoyed hot or cold at home. 
To enjoy hot, place a pod into 

Cold brew coffee:  
How to enjoy this top 2019 food trend at home

Hot Salted Caramel Coffee
Ingredients
4 fluid ounces water
2 Java House(R) Cold Brew Liquid Pods 
4 tablespoons whole milk
1 and 1/2 tablespoons salted caramel 
syrup
1 tablespoon vanilla syrup
Whipped topping
Caramel sauce to drizzle
Coarse sea salt to sprinkle

Recipe

Directions
1. In a large mug, combine water, cold brew 
liquid pods, milk and both syrups. Stir well 
and microwave for 30 to 40 seconds. Or 
combine in a saucepan over medium low 
heat for 4 to 8 minutes and pour into a large 
mug. Top with whipped topping. Drizzle with 
caramel sauce. Sprinkle with sea salt.

2. You can substitute almond milk or low-fat 
evaporated milk and low-fat whipped topping 
for the whole milk and whipped topping for a 
healthier alternative.

To serve cold:
In a tall glass, combine water, cold brew liq-
uid pods, milk and both syrups. Stir well. Top 
with ice. Top with whipped topping. Drizzle 
with caramel sauce. Sprinkle with sea salt.

Keep in mind, Java House(R) does not use 
any preservatives, coffee additives, coffee 
derivatives or reconstituted coffee. It’s just 
cold brew coffee that lets you become a 
home barista using four varieties: Colombian, 
Ethiopian, Sumatran and Decaf. FILE PHOTOSEE COLD BREW | 17
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BY MARTY ROSS

Gardening under trees 
can be frustrating and dif-
ficult. A tree’s blissful shade 
limits the selection of plants 
gardeners can grow, though 
weeds never seem to have 
any trouble moving in. But if 
you work at it, you can have 
a beautiful, healthy tree and 
a lovely shade garden too.

Instead of trying to fight 
the naturally shady con-
ditions under trees, take 
advantage of them, Linda 
Chalker-Scott, an extension 
specialist and professor at 
Washington State Univer-
sity, said. A simple ring of 
mulch that extends out to 
the drip line, the outer edge 
of a tree’s canopy, will make 
your whole garden look 
sharply manicured and ben-
efit your trees tremendous-
ly, Chalker-Scott said. In her 
own garden, she puts down 
a generous eight-inch lay-
er of mulch every year, but 

her rule of thumb for home 
gardeners is a four-inch lay-
er, which is enough to keep 
annual weed seeds from ger-
minating in the soil under 
trees. 

A ring of mulch gives 
a clear signal not to cut 
across the yard or park too 
close to trees, so it helps 
reduce soil compaction. A 
generous layer of mulch 
also provides nutrients 
to trees as it decomposes. 
Mulch provides a habitat 
for beneficial insects and 
microbes, and it reduc-
es the need for herbicides 
and fertilizers. Mulch can 
be free, too: Chalker-Scott 
advocates using “arborist 
mulch” from tree-trimming 
crews. Often, all you have 
to do is ask tree-trimmers 
to drop off their wood chips 
in your driveway.

Arborist mulch is usual-
ly fairly coarse, with chips 
no less than about half an 
inch in diameter, to allow air 

and water to move through. 
Don’t worry, Chalker-Scott 
said – this mulch will not 
suffocate roots or invite ter-
mites to invade your prop-
erty. For the health of your 
trees, place mulch around 
them in a donut shape, not 
like a volcano, she said. The 
mulch ring should have high 
outer edges and taper down 
to a thin layer around the 
trunk in the center.

A sweep of grass under 
a tree isn’t out of the ques-
tion, but you have to be re-
alistic.

“You can definitely grow 
grass under a tree, just not 
a manicured turfgrass,” 
Chalker-Scott said. “A mix-
ture is better than monocul-
ture.” 

Instead of trying to plant 
bluegrass, rye, fescue or 
any other single-turf spe-
cies under a tree, look for a 
grass mixture formulated 

HOMES 

SEE GARDENING  | 15

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Turn a shady spot under trees into a destination with a mulched path to a garden bench. Mulch contrib-
utes to healthy soil and helps control weeds, while shade-loving hellebores thrive in the dappled light.

Gardening under the trees
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This bright and sunny, four bed-
room plus two-and-a-half bath colo-
nial offers an exceptional location in 
sought-after Seminary Ridge. 

The home includes many special 
features including a spacious living 
room with a fireplace, a first-floor 
family room with built-in book-
shelves and a window seat and an 
eat-in kitchen with a delightful bay 
window plus hardwood floors. 

The home also offers a large 
22-by-17-foot master bedroom and 
a spacious basement that offers 
abundant storage or expansion po-
tential. There is easy parking with a 
two-car garage, plus a driveway. 

The home is just a short walk 
to Saint Stephen’s and Saint Ag-
nes School and an easy commute to 
I-395, Reagan Airport and downtown 
Washington D.C.

The list price has just been re-
duced to $829,000. There will be an 
open house Jan. 13 from 1 to 4 p.m.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 
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can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
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HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Location:  800 Saint 
Stephens Road
Price: $829,000
Bedrooms: Four
Bathrooms: Two and a half
Style: Colonial
Year Built: 1976
Parking: Attached two-

car garage, driveway
Contact: 
Donnan C. Wintermute
Wintermute & Associates
Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage
703-608-6868
dwintermute@aol.com

for shade, which will weath-
er conditions under a tree 
without looking scruffy. 
Make violets and clover wel-
come, if they appear, and set 
your mower’s cutting height 
up a bit – in shade, grass will 
naturally grow a little taller 
than in bright-sun condi-
tions.

To give turf under shade 
trees a chance to grow and 
thrive, avoid walking on 
the grass. If it simply nev-
er flourishes and you find 
you need to plant fresh seed 
every year, try another ap-
proach.

Low-growing groundcov-
ers, such as liriope, ajuga, 
violets and pachysandra, are 
all well-suited to the dap-

pled light under the cano-
py of trees. Groundcovers 
chosen for your climate and 
conditions are easy to estab-
lish and will not compete ag-
gressively for the water and 
nutrients in the soil. They 
also protect tree trunks from 
mowers and string trim-
mers, which Chalker-Scott 
calls “instruments of doom” 
for your trees.

If a path through your 
garden leads through an area 
with trees, a bed of grav-
el and a series of stepping 
stones will direct traffic and 
limit soil compaction. Mulch 
or groundcovers on either 
side of the path will give the 
area a tailored look. 

Mature trees are garden 
treasures, and they deserve 
special recognition. A luxu-

rious ring of mulch around a 
large tree might not be feasi-
ble, and a dense canopy may 
make it impossible to grow 
even the most shade-tolerant 
groundcovers. In such a sit-
uation, a handsome garden 
bench or a tree seat custom 
built around a great old tree 
will transform the scene. 

From the house, the quiet 
tableau will invite you out, 
even if only in your imagina-
tion, every time your glance 
falls on it. And when you are 
out in the garden, a bench 
under a tree is the perfect 
place to escape from the sun 
and set your tools down for 
a moment, a spot where you 
can linger and listen to the 
wind and the birds and for-
get about the busy world in 
the bright sun outside.

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Colorful impatiens thrive as a living mulch under a tree in this front 
yard. Note the trees in the background with small mulch rings. 
These mulch rings could be larger, but even a small area of mulch 
around a tree helps control weeds and protects the tree trunks from 
being damaged by lawn mowers and string trimmers. 
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Impressive colonial located on Seminary Ridge corner lot

COURTESY PHOTOS
This colonial home has a spacious living room, large master 
bedroom and a basement with abundant storage space.
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JANUARY 10

BLUES NIGHT WITH MEIGS 
HODGE Enjoy an evening of 
traditional and contemporary blues 
guitar and vocals. Meigs Hodge 
explores delta and Chicago styles 
through the music of Robert John-
son, Muddy Waters and others, as 
well as contemporary standards and 
original compositions. Tickets are 
$10 and can be bought at the door. 
For more information please email 
admin@nvfaa.org or call 703-548-
0035. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Time: www.nvfaa.org

GET FIT STUDIO GRAND 
OPENING PARTY Get Fit Studio 
is celebrating their expansion into a 
new location with a grand opening 
party. The event is open to the 
public and will feature food, drinks 
and more than $2,000 in Get Fit 
Studio giveaways. Plus, there will 
be Get Fit gift bags full of prizes 
and giveaways from other local Al-
exandria-based businesses. Get Fit 
Studio is a boutique fitness studio 
offering personal training and small 
group training sessions. Husband 
and wife co-owners Carlo Pascasio 
and Ann Pham recently expanded 
to their larger facility on the corner 
of Washington and Duke Street in 
order to offer their clients additional 
services and fitness programs.
Time: 5 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Get Fit Studio, 277 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.getfitstudiova.
com

JANUARY 11 

ASO PRESENTS: BACH, 
BRANDENBURGERS & BREWS 
Members of the Alexandria Sympho-
ny Orchestra, led by Music Director 

James Ross, present this special 
evening of Brandenburg Concertos 
in the intimate setting of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. Hear the ASO’s 
rendition of concertos No. 2, 4 
and 5 with principals from the ASO 
featured as soloists. Stay after for 
a reception in Norton Hall to mingle 
with the musicians and enjoy delec-
table German food and beer. Food 
generously provided by Port City 
Brewery, the German Gourmet and 
Pork Barrel BBQ. Dress is casual; 
the event is informal and all ages 
are welcome.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Information: www.alexsym.org

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash Night 
featuring St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School. Enjoy swimming for 
all ages, music, beach ball, aqua 
basketball and a floating obsta-
cle course. Pool safety tips and 
swimming skills assessments are 
offered for youth and adults. Onsite 
class registration will be available. 
Light refreshments will be served. 
Different schools are featured at 
each event but all are welcome.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553

THE LATE SHIFT: ART IN 
MOTION Shake off the frost and 
get moving this winter. Celebrate the 
art of motion with kinetic activities 
and performances by artists and 
local vendors. Bring your friends 
and start the year off creatively. 
Enjoy gallery talks, artist receptions, 
music, live performances, hands-on 
artmaking and three floors of open 
artists’ studios. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 
N. Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

JANUARY 13

HOUSE OF HAMILL AT FOCUS 
ALEXANDRIA Rose Baldi-
no and Brian Buchanan, the House 
of Hamill, are both accomplished 
traditional Irish fiddle players and 
classical violinists, 
and despite being 
young, have over 25 
years of writing and 
performance experi-
ence between them. 
Together, they write 
unusual new fiddle 
tunes and exciting, 
unpredictable original 
songs while also 
breathing new life 
into traditional and 
contemporary songs. 
Tickets are $18 in 
advance at www.
focusmusic.org/
buy-tickets and for Fo-
cusMusic and FSGW 
members, $20 at the 
door. FocusMusic is a 
nonprofit organization 
that provides oppor-
tunities for nationally 
touring and emerging 
singer-songwriters 
that operates six ven-
ues in the D.C. area.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: George 
Washington Masonic National Me-
morial, 101 Callahan Dr.
Information: For more informa-
tion, contact Herb Levy at herb@
focusmusic.org

JANUARY 15

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. MEMORIAL PRO-
GRAM The city will honor the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in a community program. 
“Dr. King: We Are All One Humanity: 
Where Do We Go From Here!” will be 

presented by the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorial Planning Committee, 
and will include welcome remarks 
by the mayor of Alexandria, a 
keynote address by Paul Glist, chair-
man of the Bahai Spiritual Assembly 
and music by the Men of Victory of 
Shiloh Baptist Church.

Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Fairlington Presbyterian 
Church, 3846 King St.
Information: 703-746-5419

JANUARY 18 TO 27

ALEXANDRIA WINTER 
RESTAURANT WEEK For 10 days 
and two weekends, 65 restau-
rants in Alexandria will offer a $35 
three-course dinner for one or a 
$35 dinner for two during Alexan-
dria Winter Restaurant Week. More 
than 35 restaurants will also offer 
lunch menus at $15 or $22 per 

person in addition to the dinner 
specials. Brunch lovers can enjoy 
brunch menus for $15 or $22 per 
person at 14 restaurants. New 
to Alexandria Winter Restaurant 
Week are Diya Indian Cuisine, Old 
House Cosmopolitan and Rocklands 
Barbeque and Grilling Company. 

Returning participants include 
Bastille Brasserie & Bar, BRABO, 
Chadwicks, Columbia Firehouse, 
Del Ray Café, The Evening Star, 
Hank’s Pasta Bar, Virtue Feed & 
Grain and Vermilion. Alexandria 
Winter Restaurant Week showcases 
the inventiveness of local chefs in 
neighborhoods throughout the city, 
including Old Town, Del Ray, Carlyle, 
Eisenhower and the West End. At a 
range of locales, from neighborhood 
favorites to restaurants specializing 
in international cuisine, guests will 
savor the flavors of Alexandria’s 
distinctive collection of eateries.  
Time: Various
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriarestau-
rantweek.com  

JANUARY 19

NINJA CAMP STORY TIME Pack 
your bags and grab your gear: you’re 
going to Ninja Camp. Listen closely 
to the ninja master, author Sue 
Fliess, who will teach you everything 
you need to know to become a ninja 
warrior – but it won’t be easy. You’ll 
have to be sly and swift, strong 
and speedy, and only then will you 
become a Ninja of the Night. Follow-
ing story time, the author will sign 
books and there will be a martial 
arts demonstration by Seichou Ka-
rate Dojo. Recommended for ninjas 
ages four and up.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.com

CALENDAR

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

The Fantasticks                               1/12 - 2/2

Try to remember a time when 
your greatest adventure was 
the first romance of your life. 
This funny and sentimental 
musical is the deceptively 
simple tale of a boy, a girl, and 
their meddlesome fathers who 
nudge them toward marriage by 
pretending to keep them apart. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Time: 11 a.m. to noon (please arrive between 10:45 and 11 a.m.)
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.

Information: www.alexandriava.gov/apothecary

JANUARY 13

APOTHECARY GEEK TOURS: 
PHARMACY NERDS Tour 
this historic apothecary with 
a museum volunteer who 
is also a pharmacist. The 
tour will focus on historical 
medicinal ingredients still 
used in modern medicine and 
include information about 
the Stabler and Leabeater 
families that operated the 
business. Great for both first 
time and returning visitors; 
recommended for adults only. PHOTO/VISIT ALEXANDRIA

SEE CALENDAR | 17
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• Abnormal pupil size
• Agitation
• Convulsions
• Paranoid behavior
• Difficulty breathing
• Drowsiness
• Hallucinations
• Nausea and vomiting
• Non-reactive pupils

• Staggering or unsteady 
gait

• Sweating or extremely 
dry, hot skin

• Tremors
• Unconsciousness
• Violent or aggressive 

behavior

S u S p e c t  a n  O v e r d O S e ?  c a l l  911

PROPERLY DISPOSE OF 
UNWANTED MEDICATIONS AT 
THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Visit www.PreventItAlexandria.org to learn more.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Opioids for information and help with opioids.

SYMPTOMS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUG OVERDOSE

Alexandria Police 
Headquarters

3600 Wheeler Avenue

First Baptist Church
2923 King St

Alexandria Fire Station 210
5255 Eisenhower Ave

The Neighborhood Pharmacy of 
Del Ray

2204 Mt Vernon Avenue

PRESCRIPTION FOR 
DANGERDrop-off your unwanted medications

SATURDAY
JANUARY 12, 2019
10 A.M. – 2 P.M.

DID YOU KNOW? 
• Many people believe prescription drugs are safer 

than illegal drugs because a doctor prescribed 
them—they’re not. 

• More people die accidentally from prescription 
drugs each year than all types of illegal drugs 
combined.

• Combining pain killers or anti-anxiety drugs 
with alcohol multiplies the effect—your heart 
or your breathing can stop. 

• Drug-induced deaths now exceed deaths from 
motor vehicle accidents in more than 17 states. 

• Most kids who abuse prescription drugs report 
they get them from their home medicine cabinets 
or from friends. 

• Proper disposal of unwanted medication 
prevents environmental contamination of our 
waterways and soils. 

CAN’T MAKE IT TO 
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY?
The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del 
Ray recently launched the first-ever 
permanent prescription drug drop-
off box in the City of Alexandria. 

The drug drop-off box provides 
year-round access to safe drug 
disposal for all Alexandria residents 
and is located inside the pharmacy 
at 2204 Mt. Vernon Ave.

a single-serve brewer with 
the tab facing up for a rich 
yet smooth cup of coffee. To 
enjoy cold, slowly peel open 
the pod, pour over ice and 
add water. For best results, 
use 8 oz. of water, whether 
enjoying hot or cold.

The smooth, rich taste 
of cold brew can be savored 
by itself all year long. The 
caramel and chocolate notes 
extracted are characteristic 
features of cold brew and 
not something you’ll natu-
rally find using other coffee 

brewing methods.

Become a home barista
Feeling creative? You 

don’t need professional 
barista experience to craft 
a satisfying coffee creation. 
While delicious without 
anything added, basic cold 
brew is also a great founda-
tion for many coffee recipes, 
whether you want to create 
something rich, sweet or a 
little bit spicy. For example, 
this recipe for hot salted car-
amel coffee will warm you 
up, no matter how low the 
temperatures dip outside.

COLD BREW FROM | 13

FEBRUARY 2

ERG SPRINTS In 1986, T.C. Wil-
liams Coach Mike Penn and Booster 
President Kitty Porterfield created Erg 
Sprints, an indoor rowing competition, 
to break up monotonous winter train-
ing. With the help of volunteers and 
support from Concept2, Erg Sprints 
has become the largest indoor rowing 
competition for juniors. In 2018, Erg 
Sprints staged the first ever World 
Rowing Indoor Championships in part-
nership with World Rowing, USRowing, 
and Concept2. The partnership recog-
nized the growth and development of 
indoor rowing as a full discipline within 
the sport of rowing. The event returns 
to Alexandria Feb. 2, and early regis-
tration discounts are now in effect. 

Reserve a race erg or purchase a raffle 
ticket or t-shirt at www.ergsprints.com.
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: www.ergsprints.com

THE POTOMACK COMPANY 
AUCTION With its historic namesake 
and location, The Potomack Com-
pany attracts important collections, 
including Americana, consigned from 
all over the world. Its Feb. 2 auction 
will deliver special examples, including 
a 220-year-old letter penned by newly 
elected President Thomas Jefferson, 
a section of the continual Civil War 
Union architectural frieze created for 
the exterior of the Pension Building in 
1887 and a Boston bonnet-top chest 
on chest circa 1770. The live auction 
at Potomack’s galleries will be followed 
by an online auction on Feb. 5 and 6.
Time: 10 a.m.

Location: Potomack Company, 1120 
N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.potomackcompany.
com

ALEXANDRIA BOUTIQUE 
WAREHOUSE SALE The 14th 
Annual Alexandria Boutique District 
Warehouse Sale is set for Feb. 2 at 
The Westin Alexandria. Get up to 80 
percent off at more than 25 shops, 
from clothing, shoes, jewelry, home 
furnishings and more. Experienced 
sale shoppers line up early in the 
morning hours to get first grabs at top 
label merchandise. While you wait, 
enjoy pop-up classes from Mind the 
Mat, a braid bar from Salon DeZen and 
other giveaways from 7 to 9 a.m. Doors 
open 9 a.m. Founded in 2005, the 
annual clearance sale has attracted a 
large and loyal audience of shoppers 
from across the region – many making 
it a must-do outing each February with 

friends and family.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 400 
Courthouse Square
Information: www.oldtownboutiquedis-
trict.com/alexandria-warehouse-sale

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOHN CAR-
LYLE Join Carlyle House in wishing a 
very happy birthday to Alexandria town 
founder, Col. John Carlyle. Festivities 
will include 18th-century dancing, live 
music and a birthday treat. Admission 
is free, but donations are welcome.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997

FEBRUARY 9 AND 10

ASO PRESENTS: MOZART’S 
PRAGUE SYMPHONY New and 

old traditions collide in February with 
an exploration of the classical-era 
symphony. The program centers on 
Mozart’s Symphony No. 38 “Prague,” 
one of his later and most eclectic sym-
phonies, juxtaposed with Prokofiev’s 
Symphony No.1 “Classical,” written 
in homage to Mozart and Haydn and 
cited as one of the earliest pieces of 
the neo-classical era. The program 
will also feature soloists from the ASO 
for Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 
1 and Stravinsky’s Dumbarton Oaks. 
The concert will take place Saturday at 
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Sunday 
at the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial. Tickets are $20 to $80 
for adults, $5 for youth and $10 for 
students. 
Time: Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 3 p.m.
Location: Various 
Information: www.alexsym.org
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FILE PHOTO
You don’t need professional equipment or experience to craft a 
creative and satisfying cup of cold brew coffee. 
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Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View

To the editor:
Allison Silberberg, the outgoing may-

or of Alexandria, recently suggested that 
a permanent ethics commission be estab-
lished by the incoming city council, which 
is something council refused to do during 
her term. Without a citizens’ ethics com-
mission, or even better, an ombudsman, 
how will Alexandria provide ethics over-
sight? Other jurisdictions have faced up 
to this challenge, yet Alexandria remains 
mired in timidity, indifference and hesita-
tion concerning oversight of ethics.

It is unfathomable that city council, 
city staff and various boards and com-
missions have never encountered ethics 
dilemmas, especially concerning manage-
ment of new developments. As an example, 
although there are zoning laws that have 
been in existence for years, a developer of-
ten need only make a quid pro quo “prof-
fer” of $100,000 or so to Bikeshare in order 
to build a structure that is at variance from 
the enacted zoning laws of the communi-
ty. This “pay to play” brings up a number 
of potential ethics concerns, yet no one 
seems to curb this business practice that 
has been tolerated over the years. 

For years, I have stated that Alexandria 
needs an ombudsman to investigate poten-

tial fraud, waste, abuse, mismanagement 
and corruption. This office would operate 
as an independent directorate. The head 
should be elected to this job in a non-par-
tisan manner for a period of at least five 
years. The ombudsman should demon-
strate a high degree of integrity, and have 
professional credentials in accounting, au-
diting, investigations and public adminis-
tration. I would envision that the ombuds-
man would perform audits, inspections 
and generally conduct in-depth investi-
gations of the city’s programs. There is no 
doubt that millions of dollars of taxpayers’ 
money could be saved annually.

The website of the Toronto, Canada 
ombudsman says it all: “We promote fair-
ness in city services. We help the public re-
solve problems with the city. We help the 
city serve the public better. We investigate, 
we mediate, we find solutions and recom-
mend system improvements. We help the 
city to hold itself accountable in its duty to 
provide services that work for people. Our 
work makes Toronto a better place to live, 
work, play and do business.”  

Is there any reason why we deserve 
less?

-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,
Alexandria

Alexandria needs an ethics ombudsman

Alexandrians have a long history of helping one another out in times 
of need. We are often cited as one of the leading philanthropic commu-
nities in the country – and the old saying “charity begins at home” has 
never been truer than during the current government shutdown.

Our small business community in particular often steps up to the 
plate when there’s a need. So, while it’s no surprise that local businesses 
are again trying to assist workers and their families, it’s still affirming 
and worth noting.

Alexandria’s proximity to the federal government in Washington 
means a disproportionate number of city residents, and by extension 
whole families, are negatively impacted when the federal government 
shuts down. 

According to FY2017 data from the U.S. Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, there are 12,831 city residents who work for the federal govern-
ment, which is 8.5 percent of our total population of 151,331 that’s listed 
on the city website. That total population includes students, retirees and 
stay-at-home spouses, which means the real percentage of our work-
ing-age population who are federal employees is much higher than 8.5 
percent.

While the shutdown is partial, meaning many federal employees 
are currently working without pay, it’s difficult to tell which group has 
it worse: those who are furloughed and therefore at greater risk of not 
getting full back pay, or those who are working but currently not receiv-
ing their salaries. Perhaps the most unfortunate group is federal workers 
who had planned to take leave over the holidays, but instead had to work 
– sans paychecks.

Clearly, federal workers are pawns in the high-stakes political game 
being played by the president and congress. We are not going to assign 
blame here, though we think there’s plenty of it to go around on all sides, 
as both Republicans and Democrats are obviously more interested in 
playing to their bases than they are in resolving this impasse.

But as is often the case, it’s the little guy – or gal or whole family – 
that suffers when the powerful duke it out.

As our page one story, “Government shutdown hits Alexandria,” il-
lustrates, numerous local businesses are trying to help ease the pain for 
furloughed workers. Some, such as fibre space and the Torpedo Factory, 
are offering free classes to help out-of-work federal employees pass the 
time by learning to knit or paint. 

Others are trying to help feed furloughed workers. While some 
restaurants are offering discounts, several are giving away food. Those 
include Pork Barrel BBQ, which is donating free pulled pork sandwich-
es; Diya Indian Cuisine, which is giving away a free lunch buffet; Ten 
Thousand Villages, which is giving away free fair-trade chocolate bars; 
Lavender Moon Cupcake, which is donating a free cupcake, and Tequila 
and Taco, which is giving away free tacos to furloughed federal workers. 
Visit Alexandria is compiling a list of businesses that are providing free 
or discounted items to furloughed workers. See www.visitalexandriava.
com/openforbusiness/#deals for more information.

We can think of many prior instances when Alexandria’s business 
community has pitched in to help in times of need, from fundraisers for 
Al’s Steakhouse, to Go Fund Me pages for residents dealing with illness 
or loss, to community-building efforts in the aftermath of the Simpson 
Field shooting. These giveaways for furloughed workers continue a long 
tradition of rowing together when times get tough.

No, a cupcake, taco or knitted scarf will not replace lost wages. But 
knowing that your community cares has to help, even if just a bit.

Local businesses strive to 
help furloughed workers



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 10, 2019 | 19 

The new year is always a time of 
fresh starts and resolutions. But it is 
impossible to have those fresh starts 
and new beginnings without reflect-
ing on aspects of the past that we 
don’t want to see repeated in the fu-
ture.

The new year marks 65 years since 
Brown v. Board of Education, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that 
prohibited segregation in 
public schools. This mile-
stone will certainly be ac-
knowledged in public educa-
tion throughout the country, 
alongside the progress we 
have made as a nation.

We have come a long way 
since May 17, 1954, when 
the court stripped away the 
legitimacy of laws that seg-
regated people by race, and instead 
made equal opportunity in education 
the law of the land. Since that date, Al-
exandria has had an African-American 
School Board Chair, an African-Amer-
ican Mayor and an African-American 
schools superintendent – all of them 
products of Alexandria City Public 
Schools. More significantly, all are Al-
exandrians. 

In ACPS, our community of staff, 
students and their families are more 
diverse than it has ever been. Not a day 
goes by that I do not celebrate the fact 
that I am a product of this great school 
division, and that I now have the priv-
ilege to serve as the superintendent. 
None of these things could have hap-
pened in 1954.

It is easy to glamorize the story of 
Alexandria’s desegregation. While we 
like to think of those days in the vein of 
“Remember the Titans,” the real story 
is darker and more complex. It is one of 
student-led protests, race riots, police 
beatings and the murder of a student 
for which the murderer served only six 
months behind bars. 

It is also the story of an old guard 
of Alexandrians, with connections 
to Harry T. Byrd and others who sup-
ported change but also feared the up-
heaval it would bring. Ultimately T.C. 
Williams High School was a solution to 

the crisis. Named after an ardent seg-
regationist, it came to stand as a sym-
bol of a racially unified community 
and helped defuse some of the tensions 
even if it was not in reality a racially 
unified community.

Even though our city and nation 
have made significant progress in race 
relations, we still have a long way to go 

to ensure equity in our pub-
lic schools. This is one of the 
areas we will focus on as a 
school division as we mark the 
65th anniversary of Brown v. 
Board of Education and be-
yond. We have already been 
engaged in courageous con-
versations that are needed to 
ensure every student in our 
school division succeeds, and 
we know it will take our entire 

community to see that come to fruition. 
Equity is more than race relations; 

it crosses all areas of focus in ACPS 
including facilities, academic oppor-
tunities, learning environment, fund-
ing allocations, human capital and 
resources. Equity is not about taking 
from one group to give to another. It 
is about meeting every child where 
they are, not necessarily where we 
want them to be. Equity means that we 
serve all students at the highest lev-
els regardless of special needs, gifted 
services, low socioeconomic status, 
language barriers or challenging ob-
stacles in life.

We know that the equity discussion 
can be uncomfortable, but we also know 
that if we push through the discomfort, 
there is a better future beyond it for 
every one of our students. It is not our 
right to be comfortable — discomfort 
affords us the opportunity to grow as 
individuals and pushes our thinking. I 
encourage all of you to be a part of this 
courageous conversation and be willing 
to be open-minded about how we serve 
all students in ACPS as we embark on 
establishing the next strategic plan in 
ACPS in late spring 2019. 

Please join me at a “Conversation 
with the Superintendent” session on 

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

Fresh starts require reflectionTo the editor:
Recently we were invited to an 

event at the Departmental Pro-
gressive Club, but we chose not 
to attend as we do not support 
a community organization that 
does not allow women to be equal 
members.  We think this is a policy 
that should change, especially for 
an organization that has been in 
existence since 1927 and has the 
word “progressive” in its name.  
Also, as a predominantly African 
American organization, we hope 
it will realize that discrimination 
by gender is discrimination period 
– and should not exist in this day 
and age.

The website of the Depart-
mental Progressive Club says, 
“Today’s membership consists of 
distinguished individuals repre-
sentative of practically all walks 
of life.” All walks of life, except 
women. This week we inducted a 
new city council with three wom-
en, and our outgoing mayor was 
a woman. Could any of them be 
members? No. There are only aux-
iliary women members. Auxiliary 
means “a person or thing provid-
ing supplementary or additional 
help and support.” Are women just 
helpmates there to provide sup-
port to men? We could not attend 
an event at an organization that 
only sees women in this role. 

The website goes on to quote 
John Ruskin to “define the Club’s 
mission in the past and for gen-
erations yet unborn...” as “...that 
men will say as they look upon 
the labor and wrought substance 
of them. See, this our father’s did 
for us.”  What about their mothers, 
their sisters, their wives?  Is their 
intention to never admit women 
as full members? Does the Depart-
mental Progressive Club get a pass 
because they do good work in the 
community?  For us they do not.   

They are the city’s oldest pri-
vate social club, and they have 
55 male members and 15 ladies 

auxiliary members. That tells you 
something right there. 

Former City Attorney Jim 
Banks is quoted as saying, “I think 
for any predominantly African 
American organization that’s 
been in existence as long as it has, 
it’s changed over time as our so-
cial, cultural and political envi-
ronment has changed.”

Unfortunately, it has not 
changed with the times and cur-
rent City Attorney Joanna C. An-
derson cannot be a member.  

“It still has that value of try-
ing to make sure everyone’s being 
treated fairly,” former City Coun-
cil Member Willie Bailey said, 
“but now it’s more towards doing 
things in the community, giving 
back, fellowship, bringing mem-
bers into the club throughout Al-
exandria and giving them a little 
history lesson on the city and the 
club itself.” 

So, we hope it will continue to 
do good works but with women as 
members in equal, not just sup-
portive roles. 

We hope all the city council 
members, and other leaders in 
our community, will ask the De-
partmental Progressive Club to 
change its makeup, to not only 
include women, but to hold them 
up as equals. We believe they also 
owe an apology that it has taken 
so long. We are making this a pub-
lic appeal as we believe this is the 
only way to draw attention to this 
issue. We trust many people are 
unaware of the discrepancy in the 
membership and will help to work 
to rectify this situation.  

As Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. said, “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. We 
are caught in an inescapable net-
work of mutuality, tied in a sin-
gle garment of destiny. Whatever 
affects one directly, affects us all 
indirectly.” 

-Tessa Read and Boyd Walker,
Alexandria 

Time for change at Depart-
mental Progressive Club

SEE HUTCHINGS | 20
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
How has the government shutdown impacted 
you?
A) I’m furloughed or working without pay.
B) A family member is furloughed or working 
without pay.
C) A neighbor is furloughed or working without pay.
D) I’m doing without a federal service because of 
the shutdown.
E) The shutdown has not affected me or my family.

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week
What should be the top priority of new 
Mayor Justin Wilson and the new city council 
members that were sworn in Jan. 2?
24% - The budget process.
26% - School maintenance.
9% - Sewer outfalls.
16% - Affordable housing.
9% - Ethics reform.
17% - Something else.

Denise Dunbar 
Publisher & Editor 

ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Missy Schrott 
Managing Editor 

mschrott@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens  
Sales Director 

mstevens@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
Publisher Emerita 

pculligan@alextimes.com

ALEXTIMES LLC 
Denise Dunbar 

Managing Partner

The Ariail family 
Suzanne Brock 

William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US 
110 S. Pitt St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-739-0001 (main) 
703-739-0120 (fax) 
www.alextimes.com

ADVERTISING
Deb Riley 

driley@alextimes.com

Marty DeVine 
mdevine@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens 
mstevens@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
pculligan@alextimes.com 

Tina Franco 
Office Administrator 

tfranco@alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS
Alexa Epitropoulos 

Kim Gilliam   
Elizabeth Holm                

Louise Krafft  
Jim McElhatton  
Dr. Vivek Sinha                      
Jordan Wright

ART DIRECTOR 

Aleksandra (Sasha)  
Kochurova

graphics@alextimes.com

EDITORIAL
Cody Mello-Klein 

Reporter & Photographer 
cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Jan. 30 at 6 p.m. in the T.C. 
Williams High School cafe-
teria as I celebrate the end of 
my first 100 days as super-
intendent. I will be sharing 
what I have learned through 

my listening and learning 
sessions and starting a con-
versation about the future 
work required for ACPS to 
become the best it has ever 
been.

I invite you to join me 
as a champion for each and 

every one of our students 
in this important Brown v. 
Board of Education anni-
versary year. Just as it took 
a unified voice to overcome 
segregation in 1954, it will 
take a unified voice embold-
ened with Titan pride to take 

us to the next level in 2019 
and beyond in ACPS. And 
so, from my Titan family to 
yours, happy New Year.

The writer is superintendent 
of Alexandria City 

Public Schools.

After last week’s column 
on the formerly most expen-
sive stamp in the world, the 
“Alexandria Blue Boy,” we 
wanted to focus on the histo-
ry of Alexandria’s post office 
over time. Mail was trans-
ported to this area as early as 
1695, but there’s no sign of a 
mail system until 1745 at the 
earliest. 

Alexandria’s first post-
master was Robert McCrea, 
who served from 1776 to 1793. 
The son of some of the first 
settlers of Alexandria, Mc-
Crea served as postmaster 
until his death. His son John 
succeeded him at the appoint-
ment of President George 
Washington, and he stayed 
in office until the end of John 
Adams’ presidential term, in 
1801. The significance of the 
post is reflected in the fact 
that it required a presidential 
appointment and that most 
postmasters in the pre-Civil 
War years had both a person-

al connection to the president 
who appointed them, as well 
as military experience. 

For instance, Col. George 
Gilpin served as postmaster 
during the term of James Mad-
ison. Gilpin had been the town 
surveyor for many years, but 
he had also been an honorary 
aide to Washington when he 
was appointed as commander 
in chief by Adams in the qua-

si-war with France. 
Daniel Bryan (pictured 

left) served our city as post-
master longer than anyone 
else in the 19th century. First 
appointed in April 1821, Bry-
an stayed in the position un-
til 1853. This spanned the 
administrations of James 
Monroe, John Quincy Adams, 
Andrew Jackson, Martin Van 
Buren, William Henry Har-
rison, James Polk, Zachary 
Taylor and Millard Fillmore. 
Formerly a school teacher, 
he married the daughter of 
the Hon. Philip P. Barbour. 
Known as a quiet citizen, and 
a devotee of literature, Bryan 
and his young family lived at 
the Lloyd House on the corner 
of Queen and Washington, 
after Benjamin Hallowell left 
as a tenant. Bryan was also 
the postmaster who issued 
the “Alexandria Blue Boy” 
provisional stamp to James 
Wallace Hooff.

Another notable postmas-

ter of Alexandria was Nich-
olas Trist, who served from 
1870 to 1874. Previously, Trist 
had been assistant secretary 
of state and had negotiated 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo, which ceded California 
and New Mexico to the United 
States from Mexico. Trist died 
in Alexandria in 1874.

The role of postmaster 
meant something much dif-
ferent in the 19th century 
than it does today. Just as, 
if not more important, than 
getting communication to 
residents in a timely manner, 
political connections seem to 
have been a prerequisite for 
the position. In a time when 
everyday aspects of our lives 
have become increasingly po-
liticized, let us be thankful 
that the delivery of our mail 
has become less so.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

The Alexandria Post Office:  
A history of more than stamps

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE 
OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

Daniel Bryan.
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Evelyn Harrover Thom-
as (July 4, 1922) - A native of 
Alexandria, Evelyn spent her 
life as wife, mother and vol-
unteer at Annandale Meth-
odist Church in Virginia as 
well as other community 
work, before moving to Ath-
ens with her son Ron Thomas 
and daughter-in-law Marty in 
2010. They and their daugh-
ter Rachel and husband Kev-
in Tandy, with Evelyn's great 
grandchildren Will and Dan 
Tandy, are her surviving fam-
ily.

Graveside services will 
be ministered by her family 
church, Washington Street 
United Methodist Church 
in Alexandria, VA, by Rev. 
Thomas James; Monday Jan. 
14, 2019 11 a.m. at Mt. Com-
fort Cemetery, Alexandria, 
VA, there joining her husband 
of 55 years Preston Thomas 
(1919-1995). A local memori-

al service will be held at Iris 
Place, Jan. 27, 2019 4 p.m. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions 
can be made in her name to 
the Salvation Army, a favorite 
charity of Evelyn's and Pres-
ton's since the organization's 
caring support during his re-
habilitation after wounding 
at the Battle of the Bulge in 
1944.

Lord & Stephens, East is 
in charge of arrangements. 
www.lordandstephens.com

Evelyn Harrover Thomas

here is the deepest secret 
nobody knows
(here is the root of the root 
and the bud of the bud
and the sky of the sky of a 
tree called life; 
which grows higher than 
soul can hope or mind can 
hide)
and this is the wonder that's 
keeping the stars apart

i carry your heart (i carry it 
in my heart)
—by E.E. Cummings

To all those that knew 
Larry D. Donaghue, he loved 
you all so very much. His sto-
ries of those he trained and 
all of his adventures at the 
U.S. Patent and Trade Office 
filled our nights with smiles 
and laughter. The people he 
touched at Theismann's were 
his second family and you 

filled him with joy — and he 
loved each of you.  His fami-
ly was his greatest pride and 
his eyes sparkled to speak 
of you — he loved you all so 
very much.  He honored his 
mother and father, and that 
alone tells us the type of man 
he was.  The greatest gift we 
can take with us is to be as 
genuine and as kind as Larry 
D. Donaghue.  

Love you my sweet.

Larry D. Donaghue
July 31, 1954 - December 31, 2018

In Memoriam

Obituary

suddenly without dispos-
able income, business own-
ers have to contend with 
serious issues of their own.

“The bigger issue is that 
our customer base is out of 
work and the government 
is shut down,” Blackburn 
said. “We just want to see 
it end like everyone else 
does because our econo-
my is based on these peo-
ple having an income and 
spending money and pay-
ing rent.”

Business owners like 
Blackburn, Romanetti and 
others have been through 
shutdowns before and know 
firsthand the impact they 
can have on the local econ-
omy and their day-to-day 
ability to run a business. 

For fibre space, which 
relies on yarn being 
brought over from South 

America and Italy, the port 
closure is another prob-
lem slowly eating away at 
its ability to do business. 
And the economic effects 
of a shutdown can last for 
months after the govern-
ment approves a resolu-
tion.

“[Customers’] ability to 
spend on food and shop-
ping is lessened for many 
months until they recov-
er from that,” Romanetti 
said. “We’ll have a ripple 
effect for many months in 
Alexandria. We definitely 
lost a lot of businesses in 
2014. It only takes a couple 
months of drop in sales to 
really push somebody over 
the edge.”

But until the shutdown 
ends – or they close their 
doors – Alexandria’s local 
businesses are here to help 
as much as they can.

“It’s a $6 sandwich, so 

it’s not like we’re paying 
their mortgage for them, 
but I think people appreci-
ate the gesture,” Blackburn 
said.

For people like Marlow, 
that gesture goes a long 
way. It’s a sign that feder-
al employees are valuable 
and respected, a sign that 
Alexandria cares.

“The thought of being 
just one cog in a wheel and 
not being that important 
but that there are people 
that actually do realize the 
big picture and recognize 
the work that we do and 
treat us like human beings, 
it feels good,” Marlow said.

Visit Alexandria is 
collecting a list of deals 
available to furloughed 
employees at www.visital-
exandriava.com/openfor-
business

-cmelloklein@
alextimes.com
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Madeline Delois Hamlin 
Shepperson lost her coura-
geous fight against cancer 
on Jan. 2, 2019, surrounded 
by her family at Kernersville 
Medical Center.

Born Sept. 14, 1949, she 
was the youngest of three  
children to the late Samu-
el L. and Sarah E. Hamlin. 
Madeline pursued her ed-
ucation with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology from 
Hollins College and a Mas-
ter’s in Psychology from 
Catholic University. After 
spending many years as 
a school psychologist for 
the Alexandria City Public 
Schools system, she ven-
tured out as an entrepre-
neur in 1986, opening a quilt 
supply store, Quilt-N-Stuff, 
in Alexandria. After 20 suc-

cessful years, Madeline de-
cided to close her business 
in 2006, moving back to 
North Carolina to take care 
of her mother, and eventu-
ally making a new home in 
Kernersville. Madeline took 
an active role in her new 
community, serving as a 
board member of the Kern-
ersville Museum and vari-

ous local quilt guilds.
Madeline is survived by 

her daughter Dawn Shepper-
son Lathrop (Jason) of Tam-
pa, FL; son, Michael Vincent 
Shepperson of Kernersville, 
NC; grandson, Xavier Ari-
es Shepperson; sister, Mona 
Hamlin Martin (Eddie) of 
Morrow, GA; brother, Sam 
L. Hamlin Jr. (Marie) of Mc-
Leansville, NC; two aunts; 
and a host of cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

A celebration of Made-
line’s life will be held from 
noon until 2 p.m. Saturday 
Jan. 12, 2019 at the Rus-
sell Funeral Home Chapel, 
822 Carl Russell Avenue, 
Winston Salem, NC 27101. 
Online condolences can be 
made at www.russellfuner-
alservice.com (RUSSELL).

Madeline Delois Hamlin Shepperson
Obituary

To place an obituary, memorial, a wedding announcement, etc in the Alexan-
dria Times, contact our advertising department at 703.739.0001
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Weekly Words

18. "Dee-lish!"
19. Most saucy
20. Cracked, as a door
26. Roy or Reiner
28. Reallllly long time
35. Crossword solvers' fulfilling 

moments
36. Birds' partner
39. Name after aka
40. Major leagues, slangily, with 

"the"
41. Reside
42. Guarantees
43. Time to deck the halls
44. Dork
45. Continuation of 45-Across
46. High-end Honda
47. Rebel camera producer
48. Furrow filler
50. Certain double-reed player
51. Continuation of 51-Across
52. Boca ___, Florida
53. Word before prix or prize
55. NYC transit letters
57. Walked (on)
59. Rapper ___ Peep
61. Lived the wrong way?
63. More pristine
65. Puppy pickup place
68. Honolulu's island
71. Continuation of 71-Across

72. Ancient Central American
75. Stencils, e.g.
76. On the ___ (fleeing the Feds)
78. Animal in Gary Larson cartoons
79. Plugging away
80. Basics
81. Make smaller, as a photo
82. Activity such as checking Face-

book repeatedly
86. Great-great-great grandmother, 

for one
87. "The Lion King" villain
88. Drunkards
90. "Amadeus" antagonist
92. 1/2, for 2
93. Rio de ___
94. Prescription cough syrup com-

ponent
96. Mandela of South Africa
97. Soph., jr. and sr.
99. Time for a spring roll?
100. Sprite container
101. GM tracking system
103. Irish icon, familiarly
105. "Steppenwolf" author
107. ___ browns
108. Tigers' docs
109. Britney Spears' record label
110. Suffix for Quebec
113. British rocker Brian
114. Webfeed letters

SEIZE THE DAY Mary Lou Guizzo & Jeff Chen, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1.*The Taiwan Strait is part of it 
(read each starred answer counter-
clockwise!)
4. *Falklands War environs
7. *Edge of the known world, in old 
legend
10. *Mariana Trench locale
13. "Get a load of ___!"
15. First-string squad
17. Sound of a heavy fall
20. Jai ___
21. Skedaddles, to Shakespeare
22. "Star Wars" character Calrissian
23. Wonderland cake words
24. Jazz lingo
25. House flipper's hire
27. Figure with a scythe
29. Victorian cab type
30. End of 4-Across
31. End of 7-Across
32. Lethargy
33. End of 1-Across
34. Wrap for a drag queen
36. Peter Parker's uncle
37. End of 10-Across
38. Abu ___
42. Incas' mountains
45. *Hangout for many a pirate
48. Put a lid on, say
49. Site of a 1976 rebellion

51. *It's east of an icy Danish 
territory
54. The "veni" in "veni, vidi, vici"
56. Plays the tourist, and a hint to 
the puzzle's theme
58. Make hazy
60. Tapped with a bat
62. More often than not
63. Start for many journeys
64. Expands
66. NYC division (Abbr.)
67. Broth often made from a cube
69. End of 45-Across
70. Mendes of "The Other Guys"
71. *Mare nostrum, today
73. Horace's "___ Poetica"
74. End of 51-Across
75. One with two womb mates
77. Perfumed bags
80. Entr'___ (intermission)
83. King in a Shakespeare title
84. BYOB part
85. Russian news agency
89. Edges of hats
91. 3-D screening
93. Large T. rex bone
94. Mayo celebration day
95. Apple, but not orange
98. End of 71-Across
100. Jazz fan
102. Scripps participants

104. It's often a mover and a shaker
105. People at dog shows
106. Goes far and wide, or com-
pletes this puzzle?
109. State highways
111. Sorority events
112. Giggle
115. Foe of Caesar
116. Claims
117. Sources of negativity?
118. Welcomes to one's home
119. 1979 Bette Midler drama
120. Reversing rockets

DOWN
1 Continuation of 1-Across
2. Cleveland resident
3. Color that may be burnt
4. Continuation of 4-Across
5. Inert but dangerous element
6. Love, in Venice
7. Continuation of 7-Across
8. "Gone With the Wind" heroine 

Scarlett
9. "___ my backyard!"
10. Continuation of 10-Across
11. Wear
12. South Dakota's capital
14. Concordes, briefly
15. Served with ice cream
16. Washington's Sea-___ Airport

ALLEN CAPOZIO (34), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 1, 2019
GABRIEL I. CARREON (56), of Alexandria,  
Jan. 4, 2019
MARGARET D. PADGETT (92), formerly of Alexandria, 
Jan. 4, 2019
ROBERT A. VENEZIA (45), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 30, 2019
MADELINE SHEPPERSON (69), formerly of Alexandria, 
Jan. 2, 2019
LARRY D. DONAGHUE (64), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 31, 2018
EVELYN H. THOMAS (96), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 30, 2018.

DEATH NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICES

Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review

Parker-Gray District
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Archi-
tectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, January 23, 2019 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

BAR #2018-00537
Request for alterations at 221 
North Patrick Street
Applicant: Amanda Cernik 

BAR #2018-00587
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation and relocation at 1310 
Queen Street
Applicants: Ildar Abdullin & 
Anna Kachalova 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets. 

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on the FY 2020 Combined Funds 
budget during the regular School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 24, 2019, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more informa-
tion or to register to speak at the 
public hearing, please contact the 
Clerk of the Board at 703-619-
8316 or email boardclerk@acps.
k12.va.us.

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide.  Print and Digital Solutions 
that get results!  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 

804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

MAKE THE DIVA DESIGNER 
BRAND YOURS
Established in 2006, 
award-winning consignment 
brand Diva Designer Con-
signment is being offered for 
purchase. Present owners are 
retiring from retail and relo-
cating. At present, boutique 
operates a brick and mortar 
location in Old Town Alexan-
dria.  Bids will be entertained 
through eob on Friday, January 
18.   Excellent opportunity to 
take a popular business with 

established structure, client 
base, social media presence 
and well-known branding and 
make it one’s own.  Industry 
sources have noted that con-
signment as a retail segment is 
growing at a much faster rate 
than other retail categories. 
Unlimited potential to market 
and sell online, buyer can hit 
the ground running.  More infor-
mation is available on the Diva 
website, www.divaboutiqueva.
com, or by emailing divabou-
tique@comcast.net.  Serious 
inquiries only.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 

Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

CAREER TRAINING 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions to reach truck 

drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension.  In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext. 300N

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. Tele-
phone inquiries welcome-no ob-
ligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook) 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Español. BBB Member

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
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Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist 

NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com

703.622.5984  |  109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Russell Road ∙ Wilton Road ∙ Muir’s Court ∙ Pendleton Street ∙ Parenham Way ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Cottingham 
Place ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ East Oxford Avenue ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ 
Buena Vista Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Bernard Street ∙ Royal Thomas Way ∙ Arkendale Road ∙ West Braddock Road ∙ 
Dartmouth Road ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ North West Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hopewell 
Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Kalmia Square ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Warrington Place ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Prince 
Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac Avenue ∙ King Street ∙ Aspen Street ∙ South Pitt Street ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Belle Haven 
Road ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Birch Lane ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ North Saint Asaph Street ∙ 
Duffield Lane ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Ludgate Drive ∙ Biscayne Drive ∙ Glendale Terrace ∙ Midday Lane ∙ Huntington Avenue 
∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Clarendon Boulevard ∙ Riverview Terrace ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ South Pitt Street ∙ Westmoreland Road ∙ 
Golf Course Square ∙ West Boulevard Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Southdown Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Wakefield Court ∙ Middleford Drive ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Water 
Street ∙ North Overlook Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Archlaw Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ Windsor 
Road ∙ Danton Lane ∙ Circle Hill Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hearthstone Mews ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ 
Randall Court ∙ Norton Road ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Gambrill Woods Way ∙ Randall Court ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ 
Belle View Boulevard ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ East Glendale Avenue ∙ Crest Street ∙ Skyhill Road ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Old Towne Court ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Windsor 
Road ∙ Stanford Circle ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Riverton Lane ∙ Belle View Boulevard ∙ Kristina Ursula Court ∙ Olde Towne Road ∙ Wilkinson Place 
∙ Tudor Place ∙ Tally Ho Lane ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Highland Meadows Court ∙ Plymouth Road ∙ uke Street ∙ Saint Stephens Road ∙ Edgewood 
Terrace ∙ Embry Spring Lane ∙ Schelhorn Road ∙ Mason Hill Drive ∙ Mason Hill Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ North Washington Street ∙ North 4th Street ∙ Windsor Road ∙ 
Southdown Road ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Belle Rive Terrace ∙ Wood Haven Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Tally Ho Lane ∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ 
Duffield Lane ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ South Utah Street ∙ South Quebec Street ∙ Water Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Gatewood Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive 

∙ Mount Vernon Circle ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac Avenue ∙ Duke Street ∙ Buena Vista Avenue ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Sharon Chapel Road ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Grove 
Drive ∙ North Royal Street ∙ Huntington Avenue ∙ North Fenwick Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Dartmouth Road ∙ Hickory Glen Way ∙ Arkendale Road ∙ West Braddock 
Road ∙ Burgundy Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Arkendale Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hopewell Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ 
Herbert Street ∙ Farrington Avenue ∙ Mount Eagle Drive ∙ Wythe Street ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ North 16th Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac Avenue 
∙ King Street ∙ Aspen Street ∙ North Pollard Street ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Fleetwood Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ 
Chalfonte Drive ∙ Biscayne Drive ∙ Glendale Terrace ∙ Plymouth Road ∙ Joust Lane ∙ Mayflower Drive ∙ Clarendon Boulevard ∙ Duke Street ∙ Aristotle Drive ∙ Fairfax 
Road ∙ West Boulevard Drive ∙ Baltray Circle ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Buchanan Street ∙ Middleford Drive ∙ Southdown Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Herbert Spring 
Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Chapel Street ∙ Queen Street ∙ Rucker Place ∙ North Pitt Street ∙  Edgewood Terrace ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Redwood Lane 
∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Randall Court ∙ Duke Street ∙ South Royal Street ∙ Norton Road ∙ Native Violet Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ North West Street ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ 
Radcliff Road ∙ Hill Vale Place ∙ Belle View Boulevard ∙ Embry Spring Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Gentle Lane ∙ First Street ∙ Radcliff 
Road ∙ Sun Up Way ∙ South Fayette Street ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ North Taylor Street ∙ Valleywood Road ∙ Pickering Place ∙ Ivanhoe Lane ∙ South Saint Asaph Street ∙ 
Crystal Drive ∙ Trinity Drive ∙ Julia Avenue ∙ Spring Hill Farm Road ∙ Rose Petal Circle ∙ Russell Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Grove Drive 
∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Jackson Place ∙ Berkeley Road ∙ Burtonwood 
Court ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Jackson Place ∙ South Fairfax 
Street ∙ Berkeley Road ∙ Burtonwood Court ∙ Belfield Road ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Sun Up 
Way ∙ North Saint Asaph Street ∙ Kings Cloister Circle ∙ Sapphire Court ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Keiths Lane ∙ Skyhill Road ∙ Fords Landing Way ∙ Union Street ∙ Duffield Lane 
∙ Landover Street ∙ South Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Crystal Drive.

Thankful for 24 years
of wonderful and loyal clients, friends and our great community!


