
Public Hearing
New arts hub approved in 

Old Town North.
Page 5

Better with Age
The circle of life from an 
adult child’s perspective.

Page 13

Arts
Little Theatre’s quirky ren-
dition of “The Fantasticks.”

Page 17

TimesAlexandria
Vol. 15, No. 3.            Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.                         JANUARY 17, 2019

INSIDE

Louis Kokonis has 
taught multiple  
generations of  
Alexandria students

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Alexandria’s schools have 
changed a lot during the past 
60 years, however, there has 
been one constant: Mr. Koko-
nis.

Louis Kokonis, 86, a math 
teacher currently working at 
T.C. Williams High School, 
has been a fixture in Alex-
andria’s public school system 
for six decades. He is the lon-
gest-serving teacher in the 
city’s history. He has worked 
long enough to teach at both 
Francis C. Hammond High 
School and T.C. Williams and 
long enough to witness the 
integration of Alexandria’s 

T.C. 
teacher 
celebrates 
60 years

SEE KOKONIS | 10

FOIAed emails reveal 
possible omission  
of environmental  
information

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Nearly a year after a 
group of residents filed a 
lawsuit against the city 
over the Karig Estates de-
velopment, emails they ob-
tained under the Freedom 
of Information Act reveal 
that city staff may have 
dodged environmental re-
strictions that would have 
stunted the project. 

Karig Estates lawsuit decision nears

SEE KARIG | 6

BY MISSY SCHROTT 

Alexandria Police De-
partment officers were dis-
patched for a death at a res-
idence on South Van Dorn 
Street at 11:55 p.m. on Jan. 
11. Less than 24 hours later, 
police had charged a suspect 
with murder.

Police identified the 
victim as Somaya Hussein 
Ahmed, 35, of Alexan-
dria. The suspect they ar-
rested on Jan. 12 is Daniel 
Kankam, 44, of Alexandria. 
The victim and suspect were 

Suspect 
charged in 
homicide 

SEE HOMICIDE | 4

First snowfall of the year
As the snow covered Alexandria under a blanket last weekend, we 

asked our readers for their best photos of the first snow of the year.  
Laura Ross captured extra frosty illuminated towers in front of the 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office.  
For more photos, please see page 9. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The wooded area at 3832 and 3834 Seminary Road contains a forested ravine and wetland. Envi-
ronmentalists and city officials have debated whether an intermittent stream also exists at the site. 
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Celebrating Martin Luther King Day, 
A Day of Remembrance and Service

Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Coming Soon

Straight from House Beautiful on over 1/2 acre 
with attached 2 car garage! 5 bedrooms, 3 baths with 

3,544 sq. ft. of living space on 2 levels. Beautifully updated 
with no expense spared. Spacious rooms, 3 fireplaces (2 
gas, 1 wood), Carerra marble baths and gourmet kitchen 
with adjoining den/breakfast room. Lower level family 

room walks-out to a beautiful yard with patio, manicured 
lawn and gardens. Fabulous screened in back porch with 

vaulted ceilings.

VILLAMAY
$1,185,000

$775,000 - Sold
OLD TOWN

One of the historic 
“4 Sister Painted 
Ladies” in the heart 
of Old Town!
2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
Charming home with 
intricate brick work, iron 
fence and stairs. Vestibule 
entry, original hardwood 
floors on 2 levels, built-ins 
and pocket doors between 
the living room and dining 
room. Kitchen with granite 
counters, SS appliances and 
access to the patio. Lower 
level with recreation room 
has front and rear access. 
2 blocks to King St. and a 
few more to the waterfront!

COLONIAL ACRES

$1,325,000

Gorgeous home on 1/2 acre with heated saltwater 
pool! Built in 2014 with 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 lower), 4.5 

baths with over 4,700 sq. ft. of living space on 3 levels. Perfect 
home for entertaining and casual living with a Great Room 
and Chef’s kitchen. Owner’s suite with spa-like bath, sun-
room with vaulted ceilings and lower level recreation room. 

Fenced yard with extensive hardscape and 2 car garage.

OLD TOWN

$1,499,000 - Reduced

Gorgeous historic plaqued residence in the 
S.E. quadrant!

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 re-lined gas fireplaces and 2 
staircases. Beautifully updated with over 2,700 sq. ft. 
of interior space with tall ceilings, period woodwork, 
abundant built-ins and windows on 3 sides. Lovely 

private garden with brick patio and walk-way.

Updated townhouse in a super convenient 
location blocks from Del Ray! 4 bedrooms, 2 full 

plus 2 half baths and 3 finished levels and off street 
parking. Light filled living room and dining room. 
Kitchen with granite counters and SS appliances.  

Three upper level bedrooms and 2 baths including the 
Master suite with en suite bath. Walk-out lower level 

with family room, 4th bedroom and half bath.

BRIGHTON COURT
$2,850 per month

BEAUREGARD MANOR

$485,000 - Pending
Spacious all brick 
townhouse in a 
convenient loca-
tion!  
3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths and 2 half baths, 
2600 sq. ft. on 3 levels. 
Hardwood floors in 
the living room, dining 
room and stairways. 
Dining room opens 
to the kitchen with 
access to a large deck. 
Spacious lower level 
rec room with fireplace 
and bonus room. 
Move-in ready! Min-
utes to Mark Center, 
The Pentagon & D.C. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 17, 2019 | 3 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City council unanimous-
ly approved the WasteSmart 
Strategic Plan, Alexandria’s 
20-year plan to sustainably 
recover the city’s solid waste 
and resources, on Saturday 
during its first public hearing 
of 2019.

Presented by several mem-
bers from the Department of 
Transportation & Environ-
mental Services, the plan aims 
to increase the effectiveness 
and capability of Alexandria’s 
recycling and reuse programs 
in a way that is socially, eco-
nomically and environmen-
tally responsible. The plan 
will involve a combination of 
improving disposal options 
for residents, re-evaluating 
the effectiveness of the city’s 
current waste-to-energy fa-

cility and educating residents 
through community outreach. 

Council approved the 
plan unanimously but not 
without some questions and 
concerns. Councilor Del Pep-
per expressed unease with 
the amount of refuse the 
city must send through the 
waste-to-energy plant it cur-
rently uses.

According to Jeff DuVal, 
deputy director of T&ES, 
there is a specific bandwidth 
of trash disposal that the city 
must meet. Officials meet 
regularly with Covanta, the 
company that operates the 
facility, to adjust that number 
if necessary.

“If we came in underneath 
that bandwidth, if we didn’t 
bring enough refuse to the 
facility, there are some fiscal 
implications for the city, as 

would be if we went over the 
bandwidth,” DuVal said. “So 
we’re always very careful that 
that bandwidth is adjusted 
correctly.”

Before approving the 
plan, Mayor Justin Wilson 
brought up previous council 
discussions concerning the 
potential expansion of the 
program’s reach moving for-
ward. Council agreed to add 
language to the plan that 
would provide potential for 
expansion.

“In my view, it is an ex-
cellent report,” Pepper said. 
“It’s well-written and it has 
a slew of great ideas. I was 
sorry to see where it said that 
we should think of this as ‘in-
spirational,’ but I hope that 
we will be inspired to fulfill 
many of these suggestions.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WasteSmart plan approved 
at Saturday public hearing

A group of residents gathered in city hall during the 
public hearing on Saturday, pleading with city council to 
take a stance against ICE and the federal government's 
family separation policies. 

“Our own sheriff has been voluntarily collaborating 
with one of its worst offenders, ICE,” Cameron Cook, a rep-
resentative for several community organizations, said. “If 
the council does not stand with us to denounce this volun-
tary collaboration we are all implicated in the separation 
of families and the fear-mongering tactics our sheriff has 
been employing to justify that agreement.”

Councilor Mo Seifeldein said that he is currently work-
ing on two measures to address this issue, including reach-
ing out to Attorney General Mark Herring.

‘Protect Alexandria Families’
PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

CRIME

3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

We are proud to offer
General & Preventative Care for Families

Green, holistic and homeopathic solutions
Orthodontics and ortho alternatives 

Cosmetic and custom smile design center
Sleep and airway wellness clinic 

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Alexandria's  
Holistic Dentist

ACT, in partnership with our Donor Advised Funds, has invested $91,000 in projects to 
support board and leadership development, strategic planning, fundraising support and 

racial equity training for eight local nonprofit organizations.

Since our inception in 2004, ACT has invested more than $1M in strengthening the 
Alexandria nonprofit sector. ACT believes when our nonprofits are strong, our 

community thrives. To learn more about ACT, visit www.ACTforAlexandria.org.

Congratulations ACT 2018 Capacity Building Grant Recipients

known to each other. 
This is the first homicide 

in 2019. The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation about the incident is 
asked to contact Detective 

Bikeramjit Gill at 703-746-
6751.

-mschrott@ 
alextimes.com 

HOMICIDE FROM | 1

Superintendent pro-
poses operating budget

Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
proposed an operating bud-
get of $285.5 million for 
FY2020, Alexandria City 
Public Schools announced 
in a news release on Jan. 11. 

The request is a smaller 
percent increase than last 
year but will still support 
competitive staff salaries 
and new textbooks, accord-
ing to the release. 

Additional staff posi-
tions included in the budget 
include staff at select ele-
mentary schools, two posi-
tions for student services, 
a Title I coordinator and a 
communications specialist 
to ensure ADA compliance 

of ACPS and school web-
sites, according to the re-
lease. 

“This budget is about 
meeting the needs of all our 
students and meeting them 
where they are,” Hutchings 
said in a statement. “It is 
essential that equity — and 
creating equitable learning 
environments — is a pillar 
of this budget and supports 
almost every aspect of it in 
some way.”

City Manager Mark Jinks 
will consider Hutchings’ 
proposal for the citywide 
budget he will present to 
city council in the coming 
months.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Urbano 116 
to open on 
Monday

Urbano 116, a new 
Mexican restaurant by 
Common Plate Hospi-
tality, will open at 116  
King St. on Monday, ac-
cording to a news re-
lease. 

The restaurant will 
offer lunch and dinner, 
along with street-side 
churros through the 
walk-up churro window 
on King Street. The menu 
by acclaimed chef Alam 
Méndez Florián will fea-
ture moles, tacos, ceviche 
and more. 

-mschrott@ 
alextimes.com
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First public hearing 
truncated by impend-
ing snowstorm
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

During the new city coun-
cil’s abbreviated first public 
hearing on Saturday, council 
unanimously approved a de-
velopment special use permit 
and site plan for an arts and 
cultural anchor in Old Town 
North. 

The meeting was held in 
a mere hour-and-a-half, as 
some docketed items were 
consolidated so the hearing 
could be adjourned before 
the impending snowstorm 
hit.

The arts and cultural 
anchor, slated to sit at 1201 
North Royal St. at the inter-
section of North Royal Street 
and Bashford Lane, will con-
sist of a 90-unit, eight sto-
ry multi-family residential 
building and will also feature 
an outdoor arts walk and an 
indoor arts space operated by 
The Art League.

The new site is part of a 
broader city plan, the Old 
Town North Small Area Plan, 
that aims to develop an arts 
district in Old Town North 
and preserve arts projects 
like The Art League. 

Last April, city council ap-
proved a development plan to 
move the MetroStage theater 
to a new site currently occu-
pied by the Crowne Plaza ho-
tel on North Fairfax Street as 
part of the Small Area Plan. 
Both The Art League’s new 
arts center, to be located on 
the current MetroStage site, 
and the new MetroStage the-
ater will serve as powerful 
anchors for Old Town North’s 
new arts district.

As proposed in the site 
plan, The Art League’s arts 
and cultural center will oc-
cupy 5,732 square feet of 
the site’s 9,034 square foot 
ground floor. The space will 
be dedicated to a private, 

commercial arts school run 
by The Art League that will 
provide arts programming 
throughout the year. The Art 
League will continue to oper-
ate from its headquarters in 
the Torpedo Factory but will 
move many of its educational 
programs from its Madison 
Annex to the new, expand-
ed space at the North Royal 
Street location, according to 
Mayor Justin Wilson.

“This is a great project 
and I really appreciate the 
partnership with the Art 
League,” Wilson said after 
council approved the permit. 
“The Art League is quietly 
one of our largest educa-
tional institutions in the city 
and it’s great for it to have a 
permanent home in this lo-
cation.”

The Department of Plan-
ning & Zoning’s presen-
tation of the plan was the 
culmination of a three-year 
process for the city, develop-
er Carr City Centers and the 
community.

According to Kenneth 
Wire, Carr City Centers’ at-
torney, the developer re-
ceived a lot of input from res-
idents and business owners. 
A lot of that input was includ-
ed in the plan put before city 

council, Wire said, including 
building monitoring for resi-
dents and business owners in 
the surrounding properties.

“On this site, the commu-
nity members asked for some 
monitoring,” Wire said. “We 
agreed to put seismic moni-
tors on their houses if they 
wanted, and we will do some 

external monitoring.”
This was the first time 

council had seen the plan 
presented and illustrated 
in detail and although they 
approved it unanimously, 
several council members 
expressed concerns about 
the traffic and construction 
complications that are sure 

to follow.
Councilor Mo Seifeldein 

said he was primarily con-
cerned about the amount of 
parking that will be available 
to long-time residents if the 
arts anchor starts drawing 
people from across Alexan-
dria. 

“This will be worked out 
during final site plan design 
where we will work at cross-
ing enhancements on both 
sides or one side of the in-
tersection and we’ll be work-
ing with our engineers and 
the applicant’s engineers,” 
Heather Diez, deputy direc-
tor of Right-of-Way and De-
velopment Services, said in 
response.

Diez said there will be 
a parking garage with 144 
parking spaces available to 
residents of the new units 
with off-site parking avail-
able for the arts walk and 
arts center.

Councilor Del Pepper had 

500 Montgomery St, Ste. 575
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-214-2085 
www.EvolutioLaw.com

With G. Christopher Wright you 
get two sets of expertise:  

Attorney at Law and C.P.A.

Make an appointment today!

Friendly • Professional • Trusted
Serving Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 

Tax Services  
and Preparation  
for Individuals,  
Non Profits and 
Businesses
Wills, Estates and 
Trusts, Probate  
and Trust Litigation

Don’t       Procrastinate
Get your legal needs in order

Council approves Old Town North arts anchor

RENDERING/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
According to the plan, the combined residential building and arts and culture center on North Royal 
Street will hold 90 multi-family units and feature a ground floor arts school run by The Art League.

SEE ARTS ANCHOR | 21
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Smiling Sadie is always ready to make new friends.  This 
3-year-old lovebug is all about cuddling, treats and  

playtime.  Always cheerful and always ready for a walk, 
Sadie hopes to find a home where she will go, go go with 

her new human. 

We’re not sure that Sadie realizes she’s a dog; she’s so 
happy to be with people.  She will be your truly loyal 

constant companion..  

Please call 703.746.4774 or email adoptions@
alexandriaanimals.org for more information. 

THANK YOU

R E A L T O R S®

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Smiles for Sadie ~ 

Fontaine & 
Charlotte Devilliers of 
The Country Vintner 
Present

FONTAINE

January 31, 7:30 pm
4 Course Prix-Fixe  
Tasting Menu
$ 69.95/per person 
R.S.V.P  (Advanced payment)
703-535-8151

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

TASTE OF ITALIAN 
DINNER 

The Karig Estates de-
velopment, which involves 
building four single-family 
homes on a multi-acre plot 
at 3832 and 3834 Seminary 
Road, has been entangled 
in controversy since at least 
Nov. 9, 2017, when the plan-
ning commission approved 
changes to the project’s de-
velopment site plan. 

Two months later, on Jan. 
20, 2018, city council denied 
six resident appeals of the 
planning commission’s deci-
sion. By March 19, 2018, four 
residents had filed a lawsuit 
in Alexandria Circuit Court 
against city council. John 
Scruggs, Nancy Scruggs, 
Loren Needles and Janice 
Lachance filed the lawsuit 
both as individuals and as 
representatives of the Alex-
andria Coalition for Respon-
sible Stewardship.

The case is scheduled to 
go before Judge Lisa Kemler 
on Feb. 6. Because Kemler 
will consider a motion for 
summary judgement, she 
will most likely make a final 
decision in favor of either 
the plaintiffs or the defen-

dant, according to Mark 
Moorstein, the attorney 
representing the plaintiffs. 

The basis of the petition-
ers’ argument is that the 
planning commission and 
city council did not have ad-
equate evidence about the 
environmental implications 
of the Karig Estates devel-
opment when they consid-
ered it in November 2017 
and January 2018, Moor-
stein said.

Alexandria City Manager 
Mark Jinks, City Attorney 
Joanna Anderson and Di-
rector of Communications 
Craig Fifer all declined re-
quests to be interviewed by 
the Alexandria Times about 
the project. Anderson said 
in a statement: “The pro-
cess for the approval of site 
plans, including all required 
environmental regulations, 
is set forth in the Alexan-
dria Zoning Ordinance. The 
City’s position regarding 
this case is laid out in the 
pleadings submitted to the 
Court. Given that this case 
is in active litigation it is 
best for the City not to com-
ment on the case outside of 
the Court proceedings.”

The project’s opponents 
have long expressed con-
cerns related to the geog-
raphy of the site. They have 
repeatedly alleged that 
building four houses at that 
specific location would harm 
a forested ravine and wet-
land. In addition, they’ve 
claimed that the geological 
features on the site would 
cause structural problems 
for the foundations of the 
new houses.

A key piece of the law-
suit – and a topic heavily 
discussed at last year’s city 
council public hearing – is 
the question of whether an 
intermittent stream exists 
on the property. An inter-
mittent stream is a well-de-
fined channel that contains 
water for only part of the 
year, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality.  

If an intermittent stream 
exists on the site, the stream 
would be considered a re-
source protection area and 
would require a 50-foot buf-
fer for any building project,  
according to section 13-109  

SEE KARIG | 7

KARIG FROM | 1

PHOTO/ ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
John Scruggs (left) and Loren Needles (right) are both residents of the neighborhood directly adjacent 
to the planned Karig Estates development. Here, the two stand on Scruggs' property in 2018.
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· ·

Celebrate Alexandria 
Restaurant Week in Del Ray!

 · CHEESETIQUE ·

· DEL RAY CAFE ·

· EVENING STAR CAFE ·

· LENA'S WOOD-FIRED PIZZA & TAP ·

· LIVE OAK RESTAURANT ·

· NECTAR COFFEE & WINE BISTRO ·

· NORTHSIDE 10 ·

· RT'S RESTAURANT ·

January 18 - January 27
Enjoy special three-course menus or 

dinner-for-two specials at top restaurants 
in the area, including:

Lena’s Wood-Fired Pizza and Tap’s 
Giant Mozzarella-Stuffed Meatball

Evening Star Cafe’s Hollander & 
De Koning Mussels

Cheesetique's award-winning  
Mac n' Cheesetique
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of the city zoning ordi-
nance. Failure to follow the 
protection guidelines for an 
RPA would be a violation of 
the Chesapeake Bay Pres-
ervation Act, according to 
VDEQ.

Jeremy Flachs, an envi-
ronmentalist and attorney 
assisting with the case, 
said protecting the alleged 
intermittent stream would 
cause major setbacks for the 
Karig Estates project. 

“Had the city agreed that 
the intermittent stream was 
an intermittent stream, 
then they would’ve had to 
give it protection, which 
would’ve knocked down at 
least one, if not two, homes. 
There just wouldn’t have 
been room,” Flachs said. 

At the council hearing, 
William Skrabak, the city’s 
deputy director of infra-
structure and environmen-
tal quality, repeatedly told 
council there was not an 

intermittent stream on the 
property. 

“There’s specific criteria 
to define what is a peren-
nial stream and what’s an 
intermittent stream,” Skra-
bak said at the hearing. “… 
There’s several ways to do 
that. The city applied both 
the North Carolina meth-
od and the Fairfax County 
method when we mapped 
all the water bodies in the 
city. This parcel [at 3832 and 
3834 Seminary Road] was 
not identified when we did 
that process in 2004. And 
that was reaffirmed by staff 
that is qualified earlier this 
year.”

Flachs, the plaintiffs of 
the lawsuit and other op-
ponents of the project have 
questioned the criteria city 
staff used in the planning 
stages of Karig Estates to 
“reaffirm” whether there 
was an intermittent stream 
on the site. They’ve also 

SEE KARIG | 8

KARIG FROM | 6

Had the city agreed that the intermittent stream was an 
intermittent stream, then they would’ve had to give it 
protection, which would’ve knocked down at least one, if 
not two, homes. There just wouldn’t have been room” 

– Jeremy Flachs, environmentalist and attorney

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Beth El Hebrew Congregation, which backs up to the Karig Estates site.
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questioned the evidence city 
staff chose to present to the 
planning commission and 
council.

Moorstein said his cli-
ents believe that the plan-
ning commission and city 
council did not obey their 
legal obligation to make a 
decision based on adequate 
evidence. They believe the 
main pieces of evidence that 
had been missing were the 
testimonies of two envi-
ronmental experts who had 
repeatedly told staff there 
was an intermittent stream 
on the property, according 
to emails obtained through 
the FOIA request.  

The experts are Rod Sim-
mons, a natural resource 
manager and plant ecolo-
gist with the city’s Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks 
& Cultural Activities, and 
Tony Fleming, a licensed 
professional geologist from 

Indiana who was hired 
by the city to work on the 
“Geologic Atlas of the City 

of Alexandria, Virginia and 
Vicinity” between 2006 and 
2016 and who was consult-
ed more recently during the 
planning stages of the Karig 
Estates development. 

Flachs submitted the 
FOIA request for the emails 
in which Simmons and 
Fleming say there is an in-
termittent stream on the 
property. Exchanges be-
tween the two men, Storm-
water Management Division 
Chief Jesse Maines and oth-
er city staffers document 
repeated assertions that an 
intermittent stream exists 
on the site. One of the first 
recorded claims came from 
Simmons on Dec. 15, 2016.

“The majority of the 
forested ravine of the 3832 
& 3834 Seminary Road 
site forms an intermittent 
stream, in addition to the 
presence of the spring and 
seepage fan,” Simmons 
wrote. 

Following Simmons’ 
email, Maines repeated the 
assertion to several staff 
members and leaders from 
the departments of Plan-
ning & Zoning and Trans-
portation & Environmental 

Services. 
“Based on the informa-

tion I have discussed with 
Rod and reviewing City GIS 
data, it appears there is a 
spring and connected in-
termittent stream onsite to 
be designated as a Resource 
Protection Area (RPA),” 
Maines wrote on Dec. 19, 
2016. “… The feature must 
be meet the water quality 
requirements per Section 
13-109(11), which includes 
the establishment of a 50-
foot wide buffer. The ex-
tent of this feature must be 
delineated and provided in 
the development plan set in 
accordance with Section 13-
111 and included in the en-
vironmental site assessment 
of the plan set per Section 
13-112.”

In early 2017, Maines 
contacted Fleming, who re-
affirmed the existence of an 
intermittent stream in an 
email. 

“I have something close 
to a photographic memory 
of this site, precisely be-
cause it is one of only a small 
number of relatively undis-
turbed headwaters ravines 
in the city,” Fleming wrote 

on Jan. 5, 2017. “There was 
a rather noticeable seepage 
face in this ravine when I 
last visited it (Nov 2014). 
These observations are doc-
umented in the entry for site 
300 in the ‘Alexandria Ex-
posures’ spreadsheet, link 
listed under the ‘data’ head-
ing on the Geologic Atlas of 
Alexandria home page. … 
These headwaters ravines 
and springs are the textbook 
illustration of the term ‘in-
termittent.’”

In response to these 
claims, site developer Mike 
Ibrahim hired an expert to 
examine the property, his 
attorney, Mary Catherine 
Gibbs, wrote on Jan. 20, 
2017. 

“The Applicant’s expert 
has examined the property 
both with the City officials 
as well as with a representa-
tive of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. There is no 
intermittent stream or any 
other type of stream fea-
ture on the property,” Gibbs 
wrote. 

The following January, 
city council was told there 
was no intermittent stream 
on the site based on evi-
dence from the applicant’s 
expert, city officials and a 
representative of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
Despite Simmons’ and 
Flemings’ contradictory 
opinions, neither was asked 
to provide his expertise at 
the planning commission or 
city council public hearings, 
according to Moorstein. It is 
the absence of these testi-
monies that forms the basis 
of the lawsuit, he said. 

“Our argument is, and 
what we’re asking the court 
to do, is to recognize that 
the record is deficient and 
needs to be sent back to 
planning commission to 
gather all of the relevant 
evidence, including the 
testimony of Tony Fleming 
and Rod Simmons and some 
of the other people. They 
had that evidence but were  

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

A dear boy who 
was found as a 
stray.  We wish 
he could tell us 
about his past 
but he’s only 
concerned with 
his future!  He 
will be the best 
forever friend.

Perfect
PATRICK

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our 
party platters!

KARIG FROM | 7

SEE KARIG | 25

PHOTO/ MISSY SCHROTT
Environmentalists have argued that building a four-house development in the wooded area behind Beth 
El Hebrew Congregation could harm the site’s geological features. 
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Last year, we introduced 

to their new homes,
32 families 

connected 

with the resources 
necessary to sell 

their homes,

34 clients 

OLD TOWN HIST DIST
400 KING ST 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314LIZLUKE.COM | 703.868.5676

small business
continued to grow as a

achieving  
BIG results.

LizLuke Team is your
number one real estate resource
in 2019.  Connect with us today!

The first snowfall of 2019 covered Alexandria in a frigid 10 inches 
this past weekend. The 10.3 inches recorded at Reagan National 
Airport marks the ninth-largest January snowfall on record, as 
reported by the Washington Post. Whether you spent your snow day 
bundled up with loved ones and a good movie or outside sledding 
and making snowmen, thanks to all who shared photos with us.

Snow Day 2019

PHOTO/DENISE KRANTZ
Hazel, half Poodle, half Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, in the snow.

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Masonic Memorial in Old Town.

PHOTO/BARBARA WARDER
Snowman on South Royal Street.
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PHOTO/SCHOLARSHIP FUND OF ALEXANDRIA
Left: Louis Kokonis, the longest-serving teacher in Alexandria history, writes an equation on one of T.C. Williams High School’s new smart boards.   Right: Nearly $17,000 was 
given to the Louis Kokonis Teaching Legend Scholarship to help T.C. Williams students attend college.

school system. 
Despite all of these chang-

es, Kokonis has continued to 
teach math, his lanky frame 
standing in front of the black-
board – now smartboard – 
and his mind, effort and time 
focused on helping his stu-
dents learn.

To celebrate his 60 years of 
service, the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria held an event 
on Jan. 11. Parents, teachers 
and students past and pres-

ent gathered at T.C. Williams 
to honor Kokonis and raise 
money for the Louis Kokonis 
Teaching Legend Scholarship, 
which goes toward helping 
disadvantaged students af-
ford a college education. 

“I think it’s significant 
that students of their own 
accord would want to come 
together to celebrate his 60 
years and to support in his 
honor,” Beth Lovain, execu-
tive director of the Scholar-
ship Fund, said.

Raised in Washington 

D.C., Kokonis graduated 
from Roosevelt High School. 
He always admired his high 
school teachers, and, in 1959, 
he received his degree at D.C. 
Teachers’ College and start-
ed his own career as a teach-
er. Intent on staying close to 
home, Kokonis began teach-
ing math at Francis C. Ham-
mond High School in 1959, 
eventually moving to T.C. 
Williams High School in 1970 
after Hammond and George 
Washington High School con-
solidated.

Kokonis was always drawn 
to math, and he still enjoys 
teaching calculus and algebra 
for the same reason he en-
joyed learning it himself. 

“The thing I like about 
math is that there’s a right 
answer,” Kokonis. “Unlike in 
history where you’re arguing 
about which is the best pres-

ident, well, with math, two 
plus two is four. No one’s ar-
guing.”

For Kokonis, who shirks 
the spotlight, the celebration 
on Friday and attention from 
media outlets and peers are 
nice but unexpected, he said.

“It came all of a sudden,” 
Kokonis said. “It’s the 60th 
year and then suddenly I’m 
getting all this attention that 
I’ve never gotten before. In a 
sense, it’s stressful.”

According to his col-
leagues and students, Koko-
nis has never been one to 
draw attention to himself. 
Even in his younger years, 
Kokonis was reserved, quiet 
and focused. He never raises 
his voice, but he commands 
the classroom all the same.

“His affect is very matter 
of fact. It’s not real animat-
ed,” John Porter, former T.C. 

Williams principal from 1984 
to 2006, said. “But you can 
tell he cares because he wants 
every kid to understand it, 
and he wants to make sure 
every student he has benefits 
the most they can from being 
in his class.”

Kokonis has always had 
two things the best teachers 
have: an incredible under-
standing of the content and 
the ability to impart that un-
derstanding to others, Por-
ter said. His style might be 
straightforward and simple, 
but throughout the years he 
has fostered a relationship 
with his students that is built 
on his ability and mutual re-
spect.

“There was an unspoken 
expectation that we would 
do the work and we could do 
the work” Mary Ames, who 
took Kokonis’ calculus class 
in 1964 at Hammond High 
School, said. “He was one of 
the few teachers that silently 
required respect because he 
gave it.”

After 60 years, Kokonis re-
mains as dedicated as ever to 
his students. His five classes 
are still at capacity. This year, 
when the school didn’t have 

Winter Inspections 
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

SEE KOKONIS | 11

KOKONIS FROM | 1

PHOTO/ACPS
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AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
JANUARY 18-27

TASTE OF THE EAST
Unlimited lunch buffet for two adults

Three course dinner for two

218 N Lee Street, 2nd Floor, Alexandria 
703.706.5338 • diyaindiancuisine.com

OLD TOWN'S FAVORITE
$35 Dinner and Dessert for Two

203 Strand Street, Alexandria  
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

WHERE LOCALS EAT
Indulge in a two course lunch ($22) 

or a three course dinner with a 
complimentary glass of French 

sparkling cider.

119 S Royal Street, Alexandria 
fontainecaffe.com

1986 WHISKEY BAR
Garden Salads, Fried Chicken, Wild 

Salmon, Fresh Trout and more, 
with 16 beers on tap and a Whiskey 

Bar full of the rare and unusual

121 S Union Street, Alexandria 
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com 

$35 DINNER/$15 BRUNCH
Dinner: Three courses, prix fixe: $35 

Brunch: Two courses: $15
Open Daily 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Brunch Sat/Sun 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

207 King St., Alexandria 
www.mysonomacellar.com 

Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week showcases the inventiveness of local chefs in neighborhoods throughout the city, including Old 
Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and Eisenhower, and the West End. At a range of locales, from neighborhood favorites to restaurants specializing 

in international cuisine, guests will savor the flavors of Alexandria's distinctive collection of eateries.

 
FINE INDIAN DINING

$35 Dinner for Two People
Daily luncheon buffet

1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com 

The above restaurants are featured as Alexandria Times advertisers. For a complete list of the participants, please go to AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com.

THREE COURSE DINNER
Prix fixe dinner, $35 per person
(regular à la carte menu also available)

205 E Howell Avenue, Alexandria  
delraycafe.com

 
NORTHSIDE 10

Enjoy an appetizer and two entrees 
from a specially prepared menu 

by our chef Teresa Keefer for $35. 
Accepting reservations.

10 E Glebe Rd, Alexandria  
703-888-0032 • northside10.com

 The Restaurant Week deals are:

$35 THREE-COURSE DINNER  
$35 DINNER FOR TWO  
LUNCH AT $15 OR $22  

BRUNCH AT $15 OR $22

enough staff to run its math 
center for students who need 
extra help, Kokonis stepped 
in and volunteered his time. 
Principal Peter Balas, one of 
the last people to leave the 
school each day, said Kokonis’ 
1982 Toyota Corolla is often 

still in its parking spot when 
he departs.

The Scholarship Fund’s 
event on Friday raised close 
to $17,000 for the scholarship 
in Kokonis’ name. Kokonis re-
ceived a memory book full of 
quotes from students he had 
taught. Balas also unveiled a 
new T.C. Williams tradition 

in honor of Kokonis’ service: 
any teacher who works for 
60 years will receive a park-
ing spot in their name. Balas 
presented Kokonis with a sign 
that will reserve Kokonis’ spot 
until he, eventually, retires. 
The sign reads: “Reserved for 
Mr. Louis Kokonis. Inspiring 
students since 1959.”

The pomp and circum-
stance is new for a teacher 
who is anything but. In the 
end, Kokonis thinks of his 60 
years in Alexandria’s schools 
in the same straightforward, 
focused way that he teaches.

“I went from year to year 
and then suddenly it was just 
60,” Kokonis said. “I nev-

er thought about retiring. It 
never came to mind, so I just 
kept going.”

To donate to the Louis 
Kokonis Teaching Legend 
Scholarship, go to www.alex-
scholarshipfund.org/donate/ 
and note “Kokonis” in Special 
Instructions. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

KOKONIS FROM | 10
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Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

Brandywine resident since 2015

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because building a snowman is more fun than shoveling

NOWOPEN!
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BETT
ER
AGEwith

INSIDE:

How to be a 
senior volun-
teer advocate

Pg. 16

BY CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH

One would think a re-
lationship between a par-
ent and child would have 
clear boundaries. The path 
through life would be sys-
tematic, wherein the eldest 
child would have the rite of 
passage to leadership, boast 

the ability to make execu-
tive decisions for the other 
siblings, call the shots and 
willingly accept the charge 
of being a deputized man-
dated reporter.  

The youngest child 
would get a free pass on 
making major decisions, 
due to their youth and not 

fully developed judgment. 
Regardless of our hierarchi-
cal position in the family 
tree, we sometimes discov-
er we’ve been found, we’ve 
been tagged – and now 
we’re “it.”  

Children love to play 
games, and I specifically 
remember tag and hide-

and-seek being my favor-
ites. Fast-forward from your 
childhood, say 30 years to 
today. Perhaps there has 
been a loss of one of your 
parents, or a significant 
health decline has begun to 
take its toll on one or both 
of them. 

The vibrant, indepen-

dent parents you once knew 
have now become less ac-
tive, lonely and struggling 
to make it on their own. 
They may not have prepared 
financially for retirement 
because they were rearing a 
family, paying for piano les-

The circle of life  
from an adult child’s  
perspective: 
TAG, YOU’RE ‘IT.’ 

FILE PHTO

SEE YOU’RE ‘IT’ | 14
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sons and college tuitions. In 
their minds, retirement was 
light-years away, and they 
had plenty of 
time to prepare. 
Except they 
didn’t.

Your par-
ents don’t want 
you to know 
that they’re in 
a predicament, 
so they hide 
it.  Their de-
cline is hiding 
in plain sight, 
but they’re the 
strong matri-
archs and pa-
triarchs, so 
surely, this is 
not happening. 
They compen-
sate, they make it work, but 
deep down, that sixth sense 
keeps you up at night wor-
rying about them.

We have busy careers in 
the prime of our lives. We’re 
raising our own families, 
and our spouses or signifi-
cant others don’t know how 

to help. They, 
too, are help-
less. The guilt 
has brought us 
to our wits’ end 
and we have 
begun to expe-
rience depres-
sion-like symp-
toms ourselves, 
such as fatigue, 
sadness, chang-
es in sleep and  
mood.  Does 
this sound fa-
miliar? Tag. 
You’re it.

Being “it” 
means that the 
daunting task 

of finding solutions for our 
parents, while maintain-
ing their dignity and input, 
rests heavily on our shoul-

ders. In our minds, they 
gave us their all, and now 
it’s our turn to repay them 
– but how?  We don’t know 

their wishes, and truthfully 
we’re afraid to ask because 
deep down we really don’t 
want to know the answer.  

We are now preparing 
to jump into the deep end 

Learn more! 
Call 1-800-746-1459 
for your free brochure 
or visit EricksonLiving.com.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED to enjoy a vibrant retirement

Fabulous amenities, including 
multiple restaurants, an indoor pool, 

fi tness center, and more! 

Maintenance-free apartment homes 
with open layouts and stylish fi nishes.

On-site health and wellness services 
at our fully sta� ed medical center.

A smart fi nancial structure that 
protects your initial investment 

and keeps your monthly expenses 
a� ordable and predictable.

13
29
33
45
-A
T

CHRISTIAN 
RANDOLPH

Christian Gerald Randolph, 
MBA-HCA is the executive 

director of Brandywine 
Living at Alexandria.

“My purpose in life is to 
help others find theirs.  I 

love what I do, because I do 
what I love. My career is not 
a job to me.  It’s a calling.”

BETTER with AGE

YOU’RE ‘IT’ FROM | 13

FILE PHOTO

SEE YOU’RE ‘IT’ | 15
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of the pool, just like when 
we were little, but this time 
the ones who used to catch 
us are now the ones need-
ing to be caught. Hundreds 
of questions and scenarios 
engulf our thoughts as we 
pray we will make the right 
decision. 

Every scenario seems 
worse than the one before 
it. Perhaps you are an only 
child.  Perhaps the siblings 
you shared everything with 
live far away, they’re ex-
tremely busy, self-involved 
or overwhelmed with their 
own lives.  You present 
ideas, but no one agrees. You 
offer options, none of which 
are acceptable to all parties.  

If this happens, it’s 
time to regroup and look 
at things from a different 
perspective. We can repay 
our parents by determin-
ing their most immediate 

need, and reaching out to 
qualified individuals who 

can help.  Being “it” does 
not mean that we have to 

do it alone. However, it 
does mean that we must do 

something.  
There are many resourc-

es available to help us nav-
igate through the process. 
However, we must take the 
first step. Knowing our par-
ents are safe and getting 
the additional support they 
need is the most grown-up 
decision we can ever make, 
and once we do, we will 
sleep better than we have in 
a long time. 

Have a courageous dis-
cussion with them and dis-
cuss their wishes and pref-
erences. If your parents are 
not able to be a part of the 
decision-making process 
due to physical or cognitive 
decline, make your decision 
based on what you know 
to be true. There is no one 
more qualified to make an 
informed, thoughtful deci-
sion than a dedicated adult 
child with the best inten-
tions.  

Tag, you’re “it.”

Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

BETTER with AGE

YOU’RE ‘IT’ FROM | 14

FILE PHOTO
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BY CLAIRE YEOMANS AND 

CAMDEN DORAN

The Northern Virginia 
Long-Term Care Ombuds-
man Program is a regional 
public program sponsored 
by four local Area Agen-
cies on Aging: the City 
of Alexandria, Arlington 
County, Fairfax County 
and Loudoun County. The 
NVLTCOP advocates for im-
proving quality of care and 
quality of life for individu-
als receiving long-term care 
services. 

The program also re-
solves complaints through 
counseling, negotiation and 
investigation. It provides 
one-on-one consultation 
and educates the commu-
nity about long-term care 
issues. The NVLTCOP also 
provides consultation to 
long-term care profession-
als and provides training for 
long-term care staff. It can 
also help consumers make 

informed choices regarding 
nursing and assisted living 
facilities. In 2018, the re-
gion had approximately 123 
facilities with a total bed 
capacity of 11,271.  

The NVLTCOP currently 
has 56 volunteers who visit 
local nursing facilities and 
assisted living facilities. 
They meet with residents 
and help to advocate and 
protect their rights and as-
sist in resolving problems 
on behalf of the residents. 
The volunteer ombudsmen 
are assigned to one or more 
facilities and make a mini-
mum one-year commitment 
to visit assigned facilities for 
at least four hours per week. 

Volunteer visits occur 
weekdays between 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. This allows the 
volunteer to build rapport 
with residents, their inter-
ested parties and facility 
staff resulting in the ability 
to negotiate for improved 
quality of life and care for 

the resident. They have been 
known to say how enriching 

the relationships are that 
they develop with the res-
idents they serve, and how 
rewarding they 
find the work. 
The volunteers 
also receive on-
going training 
and support 
throughout the 
year.

The North-
ern Virgin-
ia Long-Term 
Care Ombuds-
man Program 
is seeking vol-
unteer advo-
cates who are 
e m p a t h e t i c , 
d i p l o m a t i c , 
assertive and 
skilled commu-
nicators to be 
volunteer om-
budsmen. Two 
trainings are 
offered every year for new 
volunteers who may serve 
any of the four counties. 

The City of Alexandria has 
advocates serving residents 
in Brandywine Living, En-

voy of Alexan-
dria, Goodwin 
House, Silver-
ado, Sunrise 
Assisted Liv-
ing, The Foun-
tains at Wash-
ington House, 
The Hermitage 
in Northern 
Virginia, The 
Residences at 
Lynn House 
and Woodbine 
Health Care 
Center. To learn 
more on becom-
ing a volunteer 
o m b u d s m a n 
and serving a 
nearby com-
munity, please 
contact the 
volunteer co-

ordinator, Camden Doran, 
at 703-324-5861 or NVLT-
COP@FairfaxCounty.Gov.

REAL. LOCAL. SAVINGS.
See how much you could save today. 

Saving people money on more than just car insurance.
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC 
coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated 
insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity 
Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary.  
GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

703-236-1366 
4617 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA

BETTER with AGE

Volunteer advocates help residents in long-term care

CLAIRE YEOMANS
Long-term care ombudsman

CAMDEN DORAN
Long-term care ombudsman 

volunteer specialist

FILE PHOTO
The Northern Virginia Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program helps seniors with issues such as advocat-
ing and protecting their rights, as well as assisting in resolving problems on behalf of the residents. 
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CALENDAR
January and February events
Unplug with Society Fair, learn about wedding traditions 
with  “Say Yes” star Monte Durham and more |   Page 20

HOMES
Illuminating the future
As lighting becomes a centerpiece of art and sculpture, 
many designers embrace the trend |   Page 18

TimesLiving
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

The greatly beloved “The 
Fantasticks” has been tak-
en on by Director Eleanore 
Tapscott as the Little The-
atre of Alexandria’s latest 
endeavor. This quirky mu-
sical with a dreamy score 
by Harvey Schmidt has a 
long and storied history. Its 
first New York incarnation 
was off-Broadway in 1960 at 
the now-shuttered Sullivan 
Street Playhouse in Green-
wich Village, where it lured 
avid theatregoers to venture 
far beyond the Great White 
Way to enjoy its charms.

Loosely based on the play 
“The Romancers (Les Ro-
manesque)” by Edmund Ro-
stand, the musical incorpo-
rates a number of theatrical 
styles. Thanks to its endur-
ing popularity, in 2006 it en-
joyed a revival, later drifting 
uptown to the Theater Cen-
ter where its final perfor-
mance took place two years 
ago. Notably, it is the world’s 
longest-running musical.

This is a tender story of 
two young lovers who meet 
in secret outside the pry-
ing eyes of their respective 
parents – the boy’s mother, 
Hucklebee (Janice Zucker), 

and the girl’s button-maker 
father, Bellomy (Stephen P. 
Yednock), who have forbid-
den them to see each other. 
Unbeknownst to the chil-
dren, this denial of their love 
is a ruse concocted by schem-
ing parents who are secretly 
plotting their nuptials.

The story cribs from the 
classics with a pair of mute 
harlequins, an idiot Indi-
an – this characterization 
should be jettisoned ASAP – 
a criminal narrator, a Shake-
speare-quoting actor for hire 
(Fred Lash), a swash-buck-
ling bandit (Christopher 
Overly), a father who is pure 
schtick and a dotty mother 
whose pastime is clipping 
hedges. For an added note of 
whimsey, this hodge-podge 
of characters is joined by a 
band of traveling performers 
known as the “Compagnia 
Gelosi Zanni.”

As Luisa (Rachel Hogan) 
and Matt (Luis “Matty” 

Montes) woo and squabble, it 
becomes clear that, despite 
their parents’ plans for them 
to wed, they are on the verge 
of breaking up. Bellomy and 
Hucklebee cook up an ab-
duction of Luisa so that Matt 
can appear to be her hero. 
But their nefarious scheme 
goes south in a hurry when it 
is revealed to be a ruse, and 
Luisa falls under the spell of 
El Gallo, the bandit. 

The music is unforgetta-
ble, lyrical and off-beat with 
some of the better-known 
tunes, “Soon It’s Gonna 
Rain” and “Try to Remem-
ber,” all-time classics. Un-
fortunately, the staging is 
uninspired and the perfor-
mances are uneven at best, 
despite the vocal chops of 
Montes and Hogan, the won-
derful character interpreta-
tions of Matt Liptak and the 
clever comic talents of Yed-
nock, who milks his vaude-
villian character for all it’s 
worth.

With Ilyana Rose and 
Lauren Sutton as the Mutes, 
Paige Rammelkamp as The 
Pianist, Kristen Jepperson or 
Laura Stokes as The Harpist 
and Marque Nelson as The 
Percussionist.

Book and lyrics by Tom 

Jones, choreography by Ja-
son A. Ellis, set design by 
Michael deBlois, lighting de-
sign by Marzanne Claiborne, 
costume design by Juliana 
Cofrancesco and sound de-
sign by Alan Wray.

Jordan Wright writes 
about food, spirits, travel, 

theatre and culture. 
Visit her website at www.

whiskandquill.com or 
email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.

ARTS
Unforgettable music, uneven performances 
in LTA’s ‘The Fantasticks’

COURTESY PHOTO
Back row left to right: Ilyana Rose as boy Mute and Lauren Sutton 
as girl Mute. Front: Rachel Hogan as Luisa and Luis “Matty” Montes 
as Matt.

Run dates: Through Feb. 2 
Where: Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.  
For tickets and information: 
703-683-0496 or  
www.thelittletheatre.com

IF YOU GO
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Prague Symphony

February 9, 2019 @ 8pm 
February 10, 2019 @ 3pm

ADULT: $20-$80 • STUDENT: $10 • YOUTH: $5

Also featuring:
Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 1 
Stravinsky’s Dumbarton Oaks Concerto
Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 1 “Classical”

Mozart

James Ross, Music Director

Part 1 of 2

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

In the most soigné maga-
zine spreads, and at designer 
show houses, hotels and ma-
jor retailers all over the world, 
lighting has become much 
more than a footnote. It can 
be a tour de force. Thousands 
of pieces of porcelain flutter 
like birds from the ceiling to 
the ground floor in a multi-
story stairway, commanding 
as much attention as a Dale 
Chihuly sculpture. Feathery 
poufs stretch across a dining 
table, an ethereal glow with-
in. Light shines through pas-
tel glass lamps to create an 
enchanting scene.

Sometimes edgy and of-
ten brilliant, modern light-
ing designs go beyond light-
ing a room. About four years 
ago, the French brand Black-
body lit the way to innova-

tion at the Maison et Objet 
trade show in Paris. An over-
head constellation dazzled, 
in a sinuous composition of 
staggered-height organic 
light emitting diodes. It was 
unlike what designers had 
seen before, intended to be 
experiential. Then, in 2016, 
another installation showed 
the capabilities of bendable 
light, which was applied like 
irregular pieces of stone or 
wallcovering against a black 
ground.

Bolstered by such impres-
sive installations, lighting 
has moved into the worlds of 
theater and even art. At the 
Sculpture Objects Function-
al Art and Design show in 
Chicago in November, art-
ist Anthony James created a 
five-foot portal, a polyhedron 
with 20 faces, fitted with LED 
tubes illuminating mirrors 
within, giving the illusion of 
infinity. 

Even more convention-
al forms are elevated with 
staging. British designer Lee 
Broom set up his minimal-
istic light fixtures in a series 
of narrow spaces for effect; 
the Observatory collection 
launched at Salone del Mo-
bile last spring in Milan. And 
in April, all design eyes will 
be on that show, because 
it’s time for the biennial Eu-
roluce, where the most inno-
vative lighting will be intro-
duced.

While LEDs have expand-
ed creative tools for designers 
with their compact size and 
capability of changing color, 
a mixture of materials has 
broadened the range for more 
conventional lighting as well.

Tom Dixon has tapped 
into special production and 
finishing techniques, creat-
ing glass orbs that look like 

Illuminating the future 
of interior lighting

CREDIT: CECIL MATHIEU FOR SE
During London Design Week in September, the Se flagship showroom featured a spectacular installation 
called Collection IV, Below the Heavens, by Ini Archibong. It references the threshold between heaven and 
Earth, a place of serenity and sensual beauty. 
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Great Futures Begin Here

Change the world this year.  
Start with a child.
Boys & Girls Clubs of  
America believes each  
child deserves a chance  
to overcome obstacles  
and become the best  
person they can be.
You can offer a safe place  
with caring mentors where  
a child can learn, grow and  
reach their full potential.  
Make a lasting difference for 
                     a child. Please give 
                      a gift today. 

Visit:  www.bgcgw.org/clubs/dunbar-alexandria-olympic-branch

Change the world this year. 
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOMEOWNERS! Are you ready to climb ladders to paint your home?
Let us paint for you, so you can focus on doing something fun instead!

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Location: 727 S. Lee 
St., Alexandria, 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $1,250,000
Square Feet: 1,750
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5

Year Built: 1850
Contact: Babs Beckwith, 
703-627-5421,
McEnearney Associates Inc., 
Old Town  
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com,  
www.BabsBeckwith.com

It is rare to find an Old 
Town home that offers a sec-
ond detached house on the 
property. 

At 727-729 S. Lee St., there 
is lush greenery, a spacious 
patio plus two-car parking on 
the brick driveway. A side en-
trance to the main house has 
curved brick steps and many 
windows to allow for abun-
dant natural light. 

 The inviting country 
kitchen with a generous is-
land can accommodate large 
groups for everyday living 
or holiday entertaining. The 
living room is three windows 
wide and features a wood 
burning fireplace that draws 
beautifully. The bright mas-
ter suite offers a renovated 
white bath and two closets. 
Other features include a sky-
light, built-in bookcases, am-

ple storage and a library with 
deck overlooking the patio. 

The charming guest house 
with a living room, bedroom 
and full bath can also be used 
as a separate office or as an 
artist’s studio. The guest 
house is flooded with natural 

light and includes a special 
hydrangea garden. 

Located on the much 
sought-after South Lee 
Street, this detached town-
house is just a short walk 
to King Street boutiques, 
restaurants and two parks.

Historic property with separate guest house

PHOTO/COURTESY
Left: The sun-filled kitchen with beamed ceilings, hardwood floors and a large granite island leads to the spacious patio.    
Right: Canopied by mature trees and plantings, this lovely private patio and garden offers an ideal setting for entertaining guests. 

PHOTO/LINDSEY HOBSON

HOMES 

melting-hot blown glass and 
other iridescent pieces that 
appear to look like oil on wa-
ter.

So, now, homeowners who 
want lighting that’s direc-
tional, decorative and inspir-
ing have plenty of choices in 
scale, height and width, with 
long horizontals and verti-
cals. Materials range from 
warm and cool metals, which 
can be very architectural or 
sculptural in highly polished 
to matte finishes, to textiles 
and beads, shells and wood to 
crystal and glass, which offers 
a rainbow range of color and 
opacities.

YLighting, a catalog with 
the tagline “The Best in Mod-

ern Lighting,” suggests that 
modern “isn’t just about a 
look,” but that “modern de-
sign ... pushes the boundaries 
of innovation and possibility, 
propelling you into new fron-
tiers of technology, material 
and artistry.” 

Designers, of course, take 
their inspirations from a va-
riety of sources, including 
fashion. When Martyn Law-
rence Bullard debuted a new 
collection for Corbett Light-
ing at High Point in the fall, 
one stunning piece was a cir-
cle studded with metal and 
hand-blown glass flowers. His 
muse was Chanel – namely, 
the silk camellias in the fash-
ion designer’s atelier, and the 
piece reflects his take on her 
whimsical elegance.

Bullard’s collection in-
cludes aged beaten brass 
sconces that look like pea 
pods, fixtures covered in 
hand-blown Venetian glass 
butterflies flirting about a 
gilded metal frame, mid-cen-
tury-inspired acacia shades 
on sculptural chandeliers that 
pay homage to similar de-
signs from 1950s Italy, strik-
ing with the mottled wood 
finish paired with black and a 
touch of gold. Simple frosted 
globes in chic burnished brass 
take inspiration from ‘40s Pa-
risian cafes. 

“There’s a very strong vi-
sual,” Bullard said, “very sexy 
lines. I wanted to create this 
aged image – like lights in a 
French diner where some-
one was smoking for the last 

50 years. We managed to do 
it without the nicotine, just 
wax.” 

Some of the smaller pen-

dants, he said, would be great 
in a kitchen, where they may 
not be expected. 

“That’s really what this 
collection is all about – for 
designers, homeowners to 
create their own look within 
the fantasy,” Bullard said.

Gold, paired with either 
black frames or white spheres, 
has been enormously popu-
lar, just like the appeal of this 
warm metal in other areas of 
home decor.

Technology makes al-
most anything possible when 
it comes to lighting, tak-
ing what used to be viewed 
as purely functional to new 
realms. The next installment 
will examine acoustical fix-
tures and lighting’s link to 
jewelry.
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PHOTO/JESSICA BOUTSEN FOR BUZZISPACE 
The form is undeniably a hat 
– a rather old-fashioned one 
at that, but in a striking mix of 
modern hues. These fabric-over-
foam light with metal pendants 
called BuzziHat also are sound 
absorbent. 
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JANUARY 18 TO 27

ALEXANDRIA WINTER RESTAU-
RANT WEEK For 10 days and two 
weekends, 65 restaurants in Alex-
andria will offer a $35 three-course 
dinner for one or a $35 dinner for two 
during Alexandria Winter Restaurant 
Week. More than 35 restaurants 
will also offer lunch menus at $15 
or $22 per person in addition to the 
dinner specials. Brunch lovers can 
enjoy brunch menus for $15 or $22 
per person at 14 restaurants. New to 
Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week 
are Diya Indian Cuisine, Old House 
Cosmopolitan and Rocklands Barbe-
que and Grilling Company. Returning 
participants include Bastille Brasserie 
& Bar, BRABO, Chadwicks, Columbia 
Firehouse, Del Ray Café, The Evening 
Star, Hank’s Pasta Bar, Virtue Feed 
& Grain and Vermilion. Alexandria 
Winter Restaurant Week showcases 
the inventiveness of local chefs in 
neighborhoods throughout the city, 
including Old Town, Del Ray, Carlyle, 
Eisenhower and the West End. At a 
range of locales, from neighborhood 
favorites to restaurants specializing in 
international cuisine, guests will savor 
the flavors of Alexandria’s distinctive 
collection of eateries.  
Time: Various
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriarestau-
rantweek.com  

JANUARY 19

NINJA CAMP STORY TIME Pack 
your bags and grab your gear: you’re 
going to Ninja Camp. Listen closely to 
the ninja master, author Sue Fliess, 
who will teach you everything you 
need to know to become a ninja war-
rior – but it won’t be easy. You’ll have 
to be sly and swift, strong and speedy, 
and only then will you become a Ninja 
of the Night. Following story time, the 
author will sign books and there will 
be a martial arts demonstration by 
Seichou Karate Dojo. Recommended 
for ninjas ages four and up.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.com

JANUARY 21

ANNUAL MLK POSTER COM-
MEMORATION AND EXHIBITION 
Created by the Alexandria Society for 
the Preservation of Black Heritage, 
Inc. and supported by the Alexandria 
Black History Museum and Alexandria 
City Public Schools, this annual event 
highlights the art work of ACPS stu-
dents. The theme for 2019 is “Stand 
Up and Fight: What would you stand 
up and fight for? When have you been 
brave in your life?” The MLK program 
is held in the City Council Chambers. 
Posters remain in city hall through the 
end of February 2019.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: City Hall, 301 King St. 
Information: alexandriava.gov/cal-
endar

JANUARY 25 

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash Night 
featuring James K. Polk and William 
Ramsay schools. Enjoy swimming for 
all ages, music, beach ball and aqua 
basketball and a floating obstacle 
course. Pool safety tips and swimming 
skills assessments are offered for 
youth and adults. On site class regis-
tration available. Light refreshments 
will be served. Different schools are 
featured at each event but all are 
welcome.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-5553

JANUARY 27

UNPLUGGED SUNDAY DINNER 
In the age of smartphones it’s nice to 
take a break. Reconnect. Join Society 
Fair for a fun, family friendly dinner, 
“unplugged.” Leave your phones and 
tablets behind. Society Fair will have 
board games and card games on 
hand along with great food. Dinner is 
$25 for adults and $15 for children.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Society Fair, 277 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: nadine@societyfair.net 

FEBRUARY 1

“NEW BEGINNINGS” ART 
EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates 75 percent of waste is recy-
clable, but only 30 percent is actually 
recycled. Artists are often among the 
most conscientious recyclers who re-
use others’ discards to create unique 
art. Visit Del Ray Artisans’ gallery Feb. 
1 through 24 to see artwork created 
by reuse. These creations incorporate 
found objects, recycled materials or 
older works of art. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/event/new-beginnings

FEBRUARY 2

NEW PATRICK HENRY SCHOOL 
& RECREATION CENTER COM-
MUNITY OPEN HOUSE Student 
enrollment in ACPS is increasing by 
between 3 percent and 5 percent 
each year and is expected to continue 
to rise for the next 10 years. The 
Patrick Henry project began in 2015 
to help address the capacity need. 
The city timed construction on the 
Patrick Henry capacity project with 
replacement of the recreation center 
on the site so that both will be open 
to students early this year. The shared 
nature of the site offered ACPS, the 
City of Alexandria and the commu-
nity at-large a unique opportunity to 
design and build a project that meets 

the academic and recreational needs 
of the Patrick Henry community. 
Students move into the new school on 
Jan. 22. The community is invited to 
an open house to celebrate the new 
facilities. 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Patrick Henry School & 
Recreation Center, 4643 Taney Ave.
Information: www.acps.k12.va.us/
page/508

ERG SPRINTS In 1986, T.C. Wil-
liams Coach Mike Penn and Booster 
President Kitty Porterfield created Erg 
Sprints, an indoor rowing competition, 
to break up monotonous winter train-
ing. With the help of volunteers and 
support from Concept2, Erg Sprints 
has become the largest indoor rowing 
competition for juniors. In 2018, Erg 
Sprints staged the first ever World 
Rowing Indoor Championships in 
partnership with World Rowing, 
USRowing, and Concept2. The part-
nership recognized the growth and 
development of indoor rowing as a full 
discipline within the sport of rowing. 
The event returns to Alexandria Feb. 
2, and early registration discounts 
are now in effect. Reserve a race erg 
or purchase a raffle ticket or t-shirt 
at www.ergsprints.com.
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: www.ergsprints.com

THE POTOMACK COMPANY 
AUCTION With its historic namesake 
and location, The Potomack Company 
attracts important collections, includ-
ing Americana, consigned from all 
over the world. Its Feb. 2 auction will 
deliver special examples, including a 
220-year-old letter penned by newly 
elected President Thomas Jefferson, 
a section of the continual Civil War 
Union architectural frieze created for 
the exterior of the Pension Building 
in 1887 and a Boston bonnet-top 
chest on chest circa 1770. The live 
auction at Potomack’s galleries will be 
followed by an online auction on Feb. 
5 and 6.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Potomack Company, 1120 
N. Fairfax St.
Information: www.potomackcompany.
com

ALEXANDRIA BOUTIQUE WARE-
HOUSE SALE The 14th Annual Al-
exandria Boutique District Warehouse 
Sale is set for Feb. 2 at The Westin 
Alexandria. Get up to 80 percent off 
at more than 25 shops, from clothing, 
shoes, jewelry, home furnishings and 
more. Experienced sale shoppers line 
up early in the morning hours to get 
first grabs at top label merchandise. 
While you wait, enjoy pop-up classes 
from Mind the Mat, a braid bar from 
Salon DeZen and other giveaways 
from 7 to 9 a.m. Doors open 9 
a.m. Founded in 2005, the annual 
clearance sale has attracted a large 
and loyal audience of shoppers from 
across the region – many making it 
a must-do outing each February with 
friends and family.

CALENDAR
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
This holiday season, 
treat yourself to one 
of our new accent 
lamps. You and 
your relatives will 
enjoy the illumining 
conversation. 

Thanks for your  
patronage in 2018!
We look forward to  
seeing you in 2019!

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

The Fantasticks                               1/12 - 2/2

Try to remember a time when 
your greatest adventure was 
the first romance of your life. 
This funny and sentimental 
musical is the deceptively 
simple tale of a boy, a girl, and 
their meddlesome fathers who 
nudge them toward marriage by 
pretending to keep them apart. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 400 
Courthouse Square
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com/alexandria-ware-
house-sale

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOHN CAR-
LYLE Join Carlyle House in wishing 
a very happy birthday to Alexandria 
town founder, Col. John Carlyle. 
Festivities will include 18th-century 
dancing, live music and a birthday 
treat. Admission is free, but donations 
are welcome.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997

FEBRUARY 3 

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR Explore important sites asso-
ciated with George Washington in his 
hometown of Alexandria.  This guided 
walking tour of historic Old Towne 
covers significant people and events 
in Washington’s life and in American 
history, with stops at Ramsay House, 
Market Square, Carlyle House, Wise’s 
Tavern, Duvall Tavern/Charles Lee 
House, Gadsby’s Tavern, Washing-
ton’s townhouse, The Lord Fairfax 
House, the “Light-Horse” Harry Lee 
house and Christ Church. The event is 
free and no reservations are required.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Visitor Center, 
221 King St.
Information: www.washingtonbirth-
day.com

FEBRUARY 9 AND 10

ASO PRESENTS: MOZART’S 
PRAGUE SYMPHONY New and 
old traditions collide in February with 
an exploration of the classical-era 
symphony. The program centers on 
Mozart’s Symphony No. 38 “Prague,” 
one of his later and most eclectic 
symphonies, juxtaposed with Prokof-
iev’s Symphony No.1 “Classical,” writ-
ten in homage to Mozart and Haydn 
and cited as one of the earliest pieces 
of the neo-classical era. The program 
will also feature soloists from the ASO 
for Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 
1 and Stravinsky’s Dumbarton Oaks. 
The concert will take place Saturday 
at Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Sunday at the George Washington 
Masonic Memorial. Tickets are $20 to 
$80 for adults, $5 for youth and $10 
for students. 
Time: Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 3 p.m.
Location: Various 
Information: www.alexsym.org

FEBRUARY 16

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING 
NEW WITH MONTE DURHAM 
Whether you are a history buff, a 
vintage fashion fan, newly married 
or engaged, you are in for a sweet 
post-Valentine’s day treat on Feb. 16 
for Something Old, Something New 
at River Farm. Monte Durham, the 
star of TLC’s “Say Yes to the Dress 
- Atlanta,” will be there in person to 
show off and talk about some special 
vintage wedding dresses hand-picked 
from his own private collection. 

Among the dresses on display will be 
Monte’s one-of-a-kind replica of the 
wedding gown Jacqueline Lee Bouvier 
wore when she married Senator John 
F. Kennedy on Sept. 12, 1953. Come 
along for this fun fashion event at 
River Farm by reserving your space 
now. Seating is limited. There is a $25 
per person registration fee, which 
includes Something Old, Something 
New with Monte Durham, sweet treats 
and refreshments by Main Event 
Caterers and one limited-edition bone 
china AHS Floral Garden Mug. Parking 
is free. Registration is now open.
Time: Noon to 2:30 p.m.
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Bou-
levard Dr.
Information: ahsgardening.org/

FEBRUARY 17

2019 ALEXANDRIA WEDDING 
SHOWCASE Couples planning to tie 
the knot in the D.C. region are invited 
to take the hassle out of wedding 
planning as they discover Alexandria, 
Virginia’s historic charm, stunning wa-
terside views and a wide selection of 
world-class vendors, all in one place 
at the 2019 Alexandria Wedding 
Showcase. This year’s event is bigger 
than ever with more than 60 vendors, 
a grand prize $25,000 wedding 
giveaway, a fashion show, demonstra-
tions, a multicultural wedding display 
and destination experts ready to lend 
their expertise, all at an event benefit-
ing Brides Across America.
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Hilton Alexandria Mark 
Center, 5000 Seminary Rd.
Information: alxweddingshowcase.
com
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Port City Profile

Ryushinkan Aikido is 
a Washington D.C. and 
Alexandria based martial arts 
school. The new dojo aims 
to develop an individual’s 
physical, mental and spiritual 
well-being through a variety 
of classes.

In essence, Aikido is 
a traditional Japanese 
martial art that is based on 
protection of self and those 
around us. Practitioners 
learn how to control and 
diffuse confrontation, rather 
than combat it. Often, this 
type of training helps one 
develop a new mental outlook 
that applies well to problem 
solving in daily life.

Aikido’s three syllables 
translate to harmony (Ai), 
energy (ki) and way (do) and 
is thus known as “way of 
harmonizing energy.”

Aikido does not rely 

on muscular strength. It 
is effective by maximizing 
stability, engaging the core 
and then rearranging an 
attack through proper use of 
timing and angles. Because of 
this, Aikido can be practiced 
by everyone, regardless of 
size, gender or strength.

Ryushinkan Aikido is 
beginner friendly and offers a 
trial class for just $20, which is 
refunded if you decide to join.

AT A GLANCE
Name: Ryushinkan Aikido
Location: 1103 Queen St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Owner: Alison Lincoln
Opened:  October 2018
Type of business: Martial 

Arts and Meditation 
Hours of operation: Mon-

day and Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Contact:  571-310-1622   
Email: info@Ryushinkan 

Aikido.com
Website: www.ryushinkan 

aikido.com

IRON CODE #46

Website Design
& Development

Hosting
& Maintenance

Online
Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

questions about how the new 
building will fit in with Old 
Town’s aesthetic.

“Do remember that this 
is Alexandria and brick is 
always beautiful,” Pepper 
advised members of the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission after seeing the 
site’s brick, steel and glass 
design.

Council member John 
Chapman, sitting in former 
council member and ardent 
glass defender Paul Smed-
berg’s chair, was more ac-
cepting of the design.

“In terms of the glass, 
I think it’s the perfect op-
portunity in Old Town to 
have a different standard 
of building,” Chapman said. 
“I think the brick we have 
in the southeast quadrant 

doesn’t always need to be 
replicated in other parts of 
the city.”

In response to points 
raised by both councilors, 
Rob Kerns, development di-
vision chief, said the proper-
ty, with its step-ladder like 
rise from three story to eight 
story sections, is designed, 
both in its aesthetic and 
height, to transition from 
Old Town to the more indus-
trial areas in the north.

“This location we view as 
being a transition property 
between the lower town-
home scale that’s currently 
there and, on the power-
plant side, the taller build-
ings there are going to be in 
the future,” Kerns said.

The plan as proposed 
states that space will be 
dedicated to the arts for the 
next 30 years. While many 

council members expressed 
concern that the developer 
might switch the function of 
the property after those 30 
years are up, Wire assuaged 
those fears. The developer 
would still have to propose 
that change to city council, 
which means it will ulti-
mately be up to future coun-
cils to decide how the space 
is used, Wire said.

All members of council 
were excited about the plan 
and what it means for Old 
Town North and the future 
of Alexandria’s artists, none 
more so than Pepper, who 
made sure the record showed 
she liked the plan.

“We are just delighted to 
have this arts anchor there 
and I know that the [Art] 
League is quite pleased to be 
there too,” Pepper said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View

To the editor:
I am writing to express my admiration for 

your Dec. 20 editorial in the Alexandria Times, 
“Preventative maintenance applies to ethics,” 
which deftly spoke to your weekly poll results 
finding that a strong majority believes the 
city’s existing code of ethics is ineffectual and 
needs to be strengthened.

Democracies are particularly reliant on 
public confidence to maintain their legiti-
macy. That, of course, has become especially 
true in our region. Indeed, declining public 
confidence in U.S. governmental institutions, 
as reflected in opinion polls, helps to explain 
why ethics standards and applications thereof 
matter. 

Having participated in a previous effort to 
enhance the city’s ethics code, I fully appreci-
ate that ethics codes adopted by cities, coun-
ties and states without good follow-up risk di-
minished public trust in government. We can 
see this by looking across the Potomac, and 
also in our own city, where the former may-
or dismissed our recommendation that each 

elected member of city council devote at least 
one hour annually to speaking at a school or 
other meeting about the importance of ethics.  

How are our next generations of leaders at 
T.C. Williams High School to appreciate criti-
cal values of leadership if there are not mecha-
nisms and traits to earn such respect?

Experience across the country has shown 
that municipal ethics codes adopted without 
good intentions and follow-through risk di-
minishing public trust in elected officials, and 
a perception that such codes are intended as 
mere window dressing.

The critical tests of a municipal ethics code 
are:

First, does it instill public trust in one’s 
government? Second, does it encourage ethi-
cal behavior, not just at city hall, but through-
out our city? And third, does it enhance public 
confidence?

-Frank Shafroth,
director,

Center for State & Local Leadership
George Mason University

Ethics in Alexandria  
do need strengthening

It seems a marvel that Louis Kokonis has been 
teaching in Alexandria’s school system for 60 years. 
His arrival at Francis C. Hammond High School in 1959 
predates the school system’s current moniker of ACPS, 
or Alexandria City Public Schools.

At the time of Kokonis’ arrival, Hammond, along 
with George Washington High School, were white-only 
schools, while Alexandria’s black students were segre-
gated into the Parker-Gray High School. 

It was during the math teacher’s first year of teach-
ing in Alexandria that James Lomax, his sister Marga-
ret and seven other students integrated city elementa-
ry schools in February 1959. (See “The homeless man 
who made civil rights history,” in the May 3 Alexan-
dria Times.) The consolidation of Hammond, G.W. and 
Parker-Gray into the new T.C. Williams High School 
was still six years away.

For context, when the then 26-year-old wrote his 
first equations on an Alexandria chalkboard, Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower was President, Alaska and Hawaii 
had just become states, the original Washington Sen-
ators had not yet moved to Minnesota and the Wash-
ington Capitals were 15 years from being formed as a 
hockey expansion team.

How do 60 years, so long in some ways and so short 
in others, pass by almost unnoticed?

“I went from year to year and then suddenly it was 
just 60. I never thought about retiring. It never came to 
mind, so I just kept going,” Kokonis said.

ACPS leaders have rightly made a fuss over Koko-
nis reaching the 60-year milestone. An event was held 
on Jan. 11 at T.C. Williams to celebrate the venerable 
teacher, to raise money for the Louis Kokonis Teaching 
Legend Scholarship – through the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria – and to acknowledge the hundreds of 
students who have passed through his classroom over 
the years. For a full account of the festivities, see “T.C. 
teacher celebrates 60 years” on page one of this week’s 
Alexandria Times.

While he has earned every accolade, Kokonis, who 
is now 86, also appears to prefer being out of the lime-
light and left alone to do what he knows best: teaching 
Alexandria students. Kokonis said of the sudden spot-
light, “In a sense, it’s stressful.”

Kokonis’ achievement is inspiring and is an example 
to us all. What a gift for a person to find something 
they love and are good at, and to devote their life to 
that endeavor. And several generations of Alexandria 
students are better educated because of Kokonis’ ded-
ication.

In getting up every day and going in to work long 
hours at his job teaching math to Alexandria students, 
Kokonis has lived the old adage: The days are long, but 
the years are short.

Long days, 
short years
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect the 
views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

To the editor:
A kind stranger recently 

paid for my tab at Hank’s 
Oyster Bar for my family 
and visiting friends from 
Oklahoma. I never had the 
chance to say thank you; 
she escaped without a word. 
I hope you’ll give me the op-
portunity in the Alexandria 
Times.

We developed an endur-

ing friendship with a fami-
ly from Oklahoma, where I 
was recently stationed for 
the navy. The people there 
make kindness seem more 
like a daily routine than  a 
sought virtue.  

Our friends wanted to 
visit Alexandria to be close 
to our capital. They were 
eager to see the monuments 
and museums. This place 

is special and grand, de-
fined by marble buildings, 
old parchment and histor-
ical sites. They wanted to 
see what made our nation 
great. We made detailed 
plans for making the rounds 
of the mall. On day one of 
their arrival we popped into 
Hank’s to fuel up for the 
day.

She sat behind us, quietly 

working on her laptop. Our 
combined six kids between 
families were loud at this 
reunion, and we cringed, 
hoping not to interrupt her 
concentration. We laughed, 
we smiled and we ate.

The bill never came. She 
had paid and gone on her 
way. Our generous Oklaho-
ma friends were amazed, as 
were we. But that kindness 

deserves a thank you, and I 
must give one.

We saw what was great 
about this area without 
seeing a single monument 
or museum. Friend, thank 
you. I’ll try to find a mo-
ment soon to share your 
generosity in a similar 
manner.

-Conor Heely,
Alexandria

The generosity of an Alexandria stranger

To the editor:
Let me introduce you to 

the city’s latest plan for traf-
fic management and safety 
in our city. “Vison Zero” is 
an organizational concept 
that states serious traffic 
deaths and injuries are pre-
ventable through proper 
engineering, enforcement 
of rules and education of 
the citizenry. Their purpose 
is noble – namely the elim-
ination of traffic deaths and 
serious injuries. The City of 
Alexandria has adopted this 
plan of pedestrian and bicy-
cle implementation to eval-
uate and eliminate traffic 
deaths and injuries. 

Citizens, we don’t need 
it.

The city has adopted 
this Vison Zero program 
as part of the attempt by 
city officials to remove 
automobiles from Alexan-
dria’s streets. Our streets 
are congested due to poor 
planning and misplaced 
development. The cut-
through traffic to the base 
realignment and closure, or 
BRAC, campus at the Mark 
Center in the city’s West 
End stifles our roads. 

A drive down the quar-
ter mile of Quaker Lane at 2 
p.m. is memorable: it takes 

a full 20 minutes to com-
plete the route. The city’s 
last resort is to remove cars 
from the streets by making 
the congestion even worse 
so residents must find oth-
er modes of transportation, 
such as bikes, scooters or 
Dash buses. Or we can walk. 
These are our options. 

This undertaking of 
taking cars off the road be-
gins with the elimination 
of four-lane traffic on Sem-
inary Road. They removed 
one car lane in each direc-
tion and replaced it with a 
full bike lane because the 
conditions on Seminary 
Road are “treacherous and 
dangerous.” Therefore, the 
road needs to be downsized 
with cyclists. 

To support this decision 
the city states that Semi-
nary Road has more colli-
sions and injuries than any 
part of the city. The city has 
conspired to use this as an 
excuse in order to remove 
two lanes at Seminary Road 
when in fact Seminary Road 
is one of the safest roads in 
the city. 

The area from Quaker 
Lane to the hospital has 
had a total of 21 accidents 
from 2015 to 2018, approxi-
mately five per year. During 

this four-year period there 
have been no fatalities and 
no serious injuries. There 
was property damage and 
eight of the crashes were 
the result of speeding or al-
cohol use. 

Seminary Road is the 
safest major artery in the 
city. It may need a cou-
ple more crosswalks, but 
it is safe. Seminary Road 
is also the main carrier of 
cut-through traffic to the 
BRAC, a conduit for traf-
fic from Quaker Lane, Fort 
Williams, Jordan, Howard, 
and Saint Stephens. Re-
moving two lanes on Sem-
inary would be a prescrip-
tion for gridlock. 

A recent survey from the 
Smart Assessment Compa-
ny in a recent Patch article 
states “the city of Alexan-
dria is the second safest 
city in the country. It has 
the lowest traffic deaths at 
four per 100,000 residents 
and a vehicular mortality of 
three per 100,000.” We do 
not need Vison Zero, but we 
do need four lanes on Sem-
inary Road. We certainly do 
not need to be lied to when 
in fact the city is safe.

-Bill Goff,
Alexandria

‘Vison Zero’ has zero benefits

To the editor:
Housing affordability is 

the new clarion cry for pub-
lic and private sector prob-
lem-solvers. The impending 
“Invasion of the Amazoni-
ans” has galvanized them 
like never before. Where-o-
where will these well-paid 
Amazonians live if there’s 
not enough affordable hous-
ing for them in Alexandria?

No one seems to appre-
ciate that the Amazonians 
may not want to reside in 
Alexandria. But for those 
that do, why does their 
choice have to trigger wor-
ry that our housing stock is 
affordable? If housing is too 
expensive, the only sure-
fire way to reduce its cost is 
to increase supply.

Since Alexandria is 
space-constrained, high 
rises are the best option 
to maximize the number 
of people per square foot. 
But since most people don’t 
want to live in a high rise, 
should Alexandria encour-
age their construction by 
relaxing its zoning?

The lack of affordable 
housing in Alexandria is a 
condition for which there 
is no satisfying solution. It 
affects a fair number of city 
employees as well. Many 

simply cannot afford to live 
in Alexandria. I commend 
those who have posited how 
they would solve this vex-
ing problem.

However, of the solutions 
I’ve read, they overlook one 
phenomenon: limits. Just 
as a glass can hold only so 
much fluid, Alexandria can 
hold only accommodate so 
many structures, people 
and vehicles. To many  peo-
ple – me included – Alexan-
dria is already too dense. 

Congestion has blem-
ished the charm and quality 
of living here. And without 
limits, evermore congestion 
is inevitable. There can be 
no more roads in Alexan-
dria but, without limits, 
there will be evermore traf-
fic. With no more inexpen-
sive land on which to build 
houses, there will be fewer 
affordable houses for pur-
chase or for rent by families, 
especially those of modest 
means. And more housing, 
affordable or not, means 
more congestion.

It will be enlightening 
when our new city coun-
cil and, especially our new 
mayor, articulate their den-
sity goals for the City of 

Housing affordability 
is a density issue

SEE HOUSING | 25
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
Are you familiar with the arts district 
planned for North Old Town?
A) I’ve heard of the plan for a theater building 
with MetroStage.
B) I know about the plan for the visual arts 
building with The Art League.
C) It sounds vaguely familiar but I don’t know 
any details.
D) I’m well-versed in the whole plan.
E) I’ve never heard of it.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week

How has the government shutdown impacted 
you?
20% - I’m furloughed or working without pay.
9% - A family member is furloughed or working 
without pay.
23% - A neighbor is furloughed or working without 
pay.
6% - I’m doing without a federal service because of 
the shutdown.
43% - The shutdown has not affected me or my 
family.
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On the night of Jan. 
14, 1986, Alexandria’s 
then-mayor, James P. Mo-
ran, proclaimed Jan. 20 as 
Martin Luther King Day in 
the city. Alexandria cele-
brated the life and message 
of the civil rights leader 
with the annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Memorial Pro-
gram at Washington Street 
United Methodist Church 
with speeches by the Rev. 
Moses Beasley of Shiloh 
Baptist Church, the Rev. 
Columbus Watson of Beulah 
Baptist Church and Melvin 
L. Bergheim, former vice 
mayor of Alexandria. 

This year, the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum 
will honor Martin Luther 
King Jr. with the Annual 
MLK Poster Commemora-
tion and Exhibition on Jan. 
21 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
Vola Lawson Lobby in city 
hall. This event was creat-
ed by the Alexandria Soci-
ety for the Preservation of 
Black Heritage, Inc. and is 
supported by the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum 
and Alexandria City Public 
Schools.

The event highlights the 
artwork of ACPS students. 
The theme for 2019 is Stand 
Up and Fight, and asks the 
questions: “What would 

you stand up and fight for? 
When have you been brave 
in your life?” 

The posters will remain 
in city hall through the end 
of February for the com-
munity to appreciate. The 
Black History Museum will 
continue to celebrate Black 
History Month with the fol-
lowing programs:
•  The Underground Rail-

road: An exhibition of 
50 color photographs by 
photographer Jeanine 
Michna-Bales. February 
through March 16.

• An Outrage: A Docu-
mentary Film on the His-
tory of Lynching in the 

American South. Feb. 2 
at 2 p.m.

• African American Sto-
rytelling for Adults. 
Feb. 2 at 6 p.m.

•  Alexandria’s Freed-
men’s Cemetery: A Leg-
acy of Freedom. A lecture 
and book signing with 
professional genealogist, 
Char McCargo Bah. Feb. 
9 at noon.

•  African American Chil-
dren’s Book Fair. Feb. 
16 from noon to 4 p.m.

Although President Ron-
ald Reagan declared Martin 
Luther King Day as a federal 
holiday on Nov. 2, 1983, it 

wasn’t until 1986 that the 
holiday was first observed. 
On Jan. 20, 1986, The Al-
exandria Gazette published 
the article, quoted below, 
“City to commemorate 
King’s life.”

“Today marks the first 
observance of Martin Lu-
ther King’s birthday as a 
national holiday. It is also 
the first celebration of a 
national holiday to honor 
a black American. It is also 
the natural culmination 
of what he accomplished 
during a lifetime that end-
ed early and senselessly. … 
What he really started was 
the process that is still go-
ing on in Alexandria and 
across the nation. He began 
opening up mainstream 
America for black citizens 
to compete on equal footing 
for the best this nation has 
to offer. What he opened 
up for mainstream America 
were the skills, intelligence 
and energy of millions of 
black citizens, who could go 
places and do things pre-
viously denied them. The 
process is, as yet, not com-
pleted. There are whites 
who retain a residue of 
prejudice and fear and hate. 
There is a black underclass 

Martin Luther King Day: Past to present

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Tanya Zabala Costilla of Mt. Vernon Elementary School shows her 
artwork at the city's 2018 MLK Poster commemoration. 

SEE MLK | 25
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PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Aslin Beer Company

Aslin Beer Company

841-847 S. Pickett Street

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22304

brewery and keg (501 - 10,000 barrels)

Andrew Kelley

which does not recognize 
that doors are open to 
advance in the economic 
system. … What this new 
national holiday should 
become is a time to mea-
sure the progress of this 
process of opening up 
our society. … He set all 
Americans of all colors 
and shades on a path that 
takes us closer and clos-
er towards the American 
dream.” 

Thirty-three years 
have passed since Alex-
andria’s first MLK hol-
iday. On Monday, let us 
reflect on the progress 
that both the United 
States and the City of Al-
exandria have made to-
ward racial equality.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office 

of Historic Alexandria. 

refused a review by either 
the planning commission or 
city council. That’s the nub 
of the entire argument,” 
Moorstein said. 

The plaintiffs have hired 
Fleming as an expert wit-
ness, Moorstein said. In his 
affidavit, Fleming states 
that in March 2017, he pre-
pared an assessment titled 
“A Review of the Geologic 
Conditions at the ‘Stuart’s 
Walk’ Site” at the request 
of concerned neighbors 
that summarizes the geolo-
gy and water resources ob-
served at the site, as well as 
geologic hazards including 
flooding and landslides that 
could expected from devel-
opment. He said he submit-
ted the document to city of-
ficials. 

While city staff declined 
to answer questions about 
the lawsuit, affidavits in the 
case documents imply they 
did not find Simmons’ and 
Flemings’ testimonies to be 
relevant evidence. 

According to Skrabak’s 
affidavit: “Neither Rod 

Simmons nor Tony Fleming 
have any responsibility for 
the city’s enforcement of the 
Chesapeake Bay Ordinance 
or any other environmental 
regulation. … Neither Mr. 
Simmons nor Mr. Fleming 
have any responsibility re-
garding Resource Protec-
tion Areas in the city.” 

Director of P&Z Karl 
Moritz states in his affidavit 
that council had heard from 

the two experts in the form 
of written testimonies. 

“No written or verbal 
statements of Rod Simmons 
and Tony Fleming were re-
quested or necessary for the 
determination of whether 
the DSP for Karig Estates 
should be approved or de-

nied; however, personal 
written statements from Mr. 
Simmons and Mr. Fleming 
were included in the record 
and were accepted by the 
City Council for consider-
ation,” according to Moritz’ 
affidavit. 

Moorstein said the judge 
will consider both sides’ ar-
guments at the February 
hearing and will most like-
ly determine at that time 
whether the evidence pro-
vided to the planning com-
mission and city council had 
been sufficient. 

“We’re asking the circuit 
court to send it back to the 
city council or the planning 
commission to make a full 
determination,” Moorstein 
said. “If they do that, I think 
my clients would be very 
happy with that.”

The hearing is Feb. 6 at 
10 a.m. on the 4th floor of 
the Alexandria Courthouse 
at 520 King St. and is open 
to the public.  

-mschrott@alextimes.com

KARIG FROM | 8

Alexandria. Is it one mil-
lion residents? Half a mil-
lion cars? Twice as many 
structures as there are 
now? My guess: they’ll 
permit density limits for 
everything but the num-
ber of structures, peo-
ple and vehicles that can 
be placed within the 55 
square miles of Alexan-
dria.

Pity. Selecting de-
sired densities allows us 
to prepare, to marshal 
resources, to be ready, 
not surprised, by future 
costs, housing needs and 
congestion consequenc-
es, especially in schools 
and public facilities. 
Without limits for struc-
tures, people and vehi-
cles, Alexandria will sim-
ply morph over time into 
Calcutta on the Potomac 
– hopelessly dense, dirty 
and impassible. 

-Jimm Roberts,
Alexandria

HOUSING           FROM | 23

MLK            FROM | 24

ABC ADS

Our argument is, and what 
we’re asking the court to do, 

is to recognize that the record is 
deficient and needs to be sent back 
to planning commission to gather all 
of the relevant evidence, including 
the testimony of Tony Fleming and 
Rod Simmons and some of the other 
people. They had that evidence but 
were refused a review by either the 
planning commission or city council. 
That’s the nub of the entire argument.”

– Mark Moorstein, 
principal attorney, Offit Kurman
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Weekly Words

13. Ant. of an ant.
14. About, in an estimate
15. What the plot of “Groundhog 

Day” failed to do?
16. Star Wars defense president
17. Skiing style
20. Major sport in India
23. You might graduate with them
24. Den fixture
29. Waved to, say
31. Accustoms
32. Locales for rabbinic students
33. Op-___ (columns in the paper)
39. ORD org.
40. Mexican coins
41. Camel’s refuge
42. Kylo who killed Han Solo
44. Caustic wit
45. New Zealand’s region
46. Nationals pitcher, when throw-

ing extra fast?
47. Obsolete handheld PC
49. Dangling pieces of art
50. Luggage handler
52. Consume, as profits
53. Josh Brolin, to Barbra Streisand
55. Talks big
56. Treated a lawn
58. “Don’t think so”

62. Dosage words
66. Broke gambler’s letters
67. Walter with a “secret life”
68. R&B singer ___ Marie
70. King or emperor
72. Paternity test site
75. Jack Sprat’s no-no
79. Greek wedding cry
81. Carson City dweller
83. Snap out of a daze
85. ___ Paulo
87. Bright Cygnus star
88. Easy to get along with
89. ___ Tussauds
90. Only national park in New 

England
91. Israelites’ leader after Moses
92. Relieves
94. Kicked a football
95. Part-human, part-machine
96. Actress Steinfeld
97. Work for the summer, perhaps
100. “Let’s rock!”
101. First lady Bush
102. AM/FM device
104. Fives’ cash box neighbors
109. Fight-sanctioning org.
110. Punch reaction
111. Start of a mitzvah?

MOVIE EXTRAS Yoni Glatt & Yaakov BenDavid, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Impressionist Edgar
6. Inferior, in rap slang
10. Scoundrels
14. Gumbo thickener
18. Put in the House
19. Teased persistently
20. Feldman of “The Goonies”
21. Cambodian currency
22. Target candidate of 1948 mud-
slingers?
25. Stinging rebuke
26. Patton’s alma mater, briefly
27. Not taken in by
28. Vim’s partner
29. ___ apparatus (cell part)
30. Paparazzi activity outside the 
premier of “Trainwreck”?
34. Prohibition
35. Beachgoer’s goal
36. Legendary Steelers coach 
Chuck
37. Cry heard by mice
38. Change the meaning of
40. Untainted
41. Mixer maker
43. Raised emblem
44. Suzanne of “Three’s Company”
47. Tuba note?
48. Office fill-in
51. Liars tell tall ones
54. Make ___ for
55. Pizza herb

57. Not a soul
59. Safe shower surface
60. Second tries
61. Pig in children’s books
63. Twangy singer Paisley
64. Salt Lake City athlete
65. Nanny ___ (surveillance 
devices)
66. Best New Artist’s opening line 
at the 2014 Grammys?
68. Set off, as an alarm
69. Santa ___, California
70. More than half
71. Showing signs of age
72. Father/daughter actors Bruce 
and Laura
73. Number across from 12
74. Needing to restock
76. Frighten off
77. 1950s “Awesome!”
78. Jam maker’s jar type
80. Attention length
82. Space invaders, for short
83. Bryce, for one
84. Their exam includes auditing 
(Abbr.)
86. Abe’s Mount Rushmore neigh-
bor
88. “Copacabana” girl
89. Great king, in Sanskrit
93. Letter in or anagram of “Eve”
94. Kind of cotton
95. Tai ___

98. High or low card
99. Smooth-strumming country 
music star?
103. Villainous Vader
105. Water park fixture
106. Course with many parts? 
(Abbr.)
107. Just some
108. Hatchet relative
109. Question raised at the RNC in 
1996?
112. Appearance
113. Poker tournament cost
114. Pitcher Hershiser
115. FOX, for “The Simpsons”
116. Places for plugs on airplanes?
117. Toss out a line
118. Become less vivid
119. Seth of “Steve Jobs”

DOWN
1 Subtract
2. “24” actress Cuthbert
3. Like schnitzel and spaetzle
4. Take the role of
5. Slop-serving spot
6. Do some cowboy work
7. Of a major artery
8. PC drive insert, once
9. + and = share one
10. Attention-getting sound
11. British knight’s mail
12. “Heavens to Betsy!”

RUSSELL E. BOOTH, SR. (88), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 28, 2018

JAMES C. CASH (92), of Alexandria, Jan. 10, 2019

JAMES E. EMMONS (89), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 1, 2019

GREGORY B. GOULD (67), of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2019

JOSEPH W. KEYES (83), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 3, 2019

MAUD ANNAN MOORE (69), of Alexandria, Jan. 4, 2019

VICTORIA B. MOSS (69), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 8, 2019

RONALD H. NICKEL (72), of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2019

MARCELLA J. WILSON (70), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 7, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICES

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on the FY 2020 Combined Funds 
budget during the regular School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 24, 2019, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more information 
or to register to speak at the public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk of 
the Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
5168 BRAWNER PLACE,  

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22304

In execution of a Deed of Trust 
in the original principal amount 
of $403,150.00, with an annu-
al interest rate of 2.000000% 
dated October 25, 2006, recorded 
among the land records of the 
Circuit Court for the CITY OF 
ALEXANDRIA as Deed Instru-
ment Number 060028843, the 
undersigned appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at public 
auction all that property located in 
the CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, on 
the courthouse steps at the front of 
the Circuit Court building for the 
City of Alexandria located at 520 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on February 20, 2019 at 11:30 AM, 
the property with improvements 
to wit:
Tax Map No. 068.01-04-52

THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
TERMS OF SALE:  ALL CASH.  A 
bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale 
price, will be required in cash, cer-
tified or cashier’s check.  Settlement 
within fifteen (15) days of sale, oth-
erwise Trustees may forfeit deposit.  
Additional terms to be announced 
at sale.  Loan type: Conventional.  
Reference Number 17-265595.

PROFESSIONAL FORECLOSURE 
CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA, 
Substitute Trustees, C/O SHAPIRO 
& BROWN, LLP, 10021 Balls Ford 
Road, Suite 200, Manassas, Virgin-
ia 20109 (703) 449-5800.

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
12783 OAK FARMS DR., HERN-

DON, VA 20171

In execution of a Deed of Trust in 

the original principal amount of 
$736,000.00, with an annual inter-
est rate of 3.500000% dated No-
vember 21, 2007, recorded among 
the land records of the Circuit 
Court for the COUNTY OF FAIR-
FAX as Deed Book 19674, Page 
1538, the undersigned appointed 
Substitute Trustee will offer for 
sale at public auction all that prop-
erty located in the COUNTY OF 
FAIRFAX, on the courthouse steps 
at the front of the Circuit Court 
building for the County of Fairfax 
located at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, 
Fairfax, Virginia on February 20, 
2019 at 2:30 PM, the property with 
improvements to wit:
Tax Map No. 035-2-19-0002

THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
TERMS OF SALE:  ALL CASH.  
A bidder’s deposit of 10% of the 
sale price, will be required in 
cash, certified or cashier’s check.  
Settlement within fifteen (15) days 
of sale, otherwise Trustees may 
forfeit deposit.  Additional terms 
to be announced at sale.  Loan 
type: Conventional.  Reference 
Number 15-248011.

PROFESSIONAL FORECLOSURE 
CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA, 
Substitute Trustees, C/O SHAPIRO 
& BROWN, LLP, 10021 Balls Ford 
Road, Suite 200, Manassas, Virgin-
ia 20109 (703) 449-5800.

Alexandria Board of  
Architectural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria 
District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
February 6, 2019 beginning at 
7:30 PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following appli-
cations:

BAR #2018-00410
Request for demolition/ capsula-
tion at 619 South Lee Street
Applicant: Vowell, LLC c/o Mi-
chael Harrington

BAR #2018-00411
Request for additions and alter-
ations at 619 South Lee Street 
Applicant: Vowell, LLC c/o Mi-
chael Harrington

BAR #2018-00486
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 219 King Street 
Applicant: Yupaporn Charoentra 

BAR #2018-00487
Request for addition and alter-
ations with signage at 219 King 
Street 
Applicant: Yupaporn Charoentra 

BAR #2018-00573
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 107 Princess Street
Applicants: Ken & Phyllis Patter-
son

BAR #2018-00574
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 107 Princess Street
Applicants: Ken & Phyllis Patter-
son

BAR #2019-00004
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 724 South Lee Street
Applicants: George & Heather 
Rothenbuescher 

BAR #2019-00005
Request for addition at 724 South 
Lee Street
Applicants: George & Heather 
Rothenbuescher 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or

703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.
Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets. 

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide.  Print and Digital Solutions 
that get results!  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions state-
wide or in other states.  Afford-
able Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences.  
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net 

CAREER TRAINING 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
training. Financial aid for qual-
ified students - Career place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation 

Institute of Maintenance SCHEV 
certified 877-204- 4130

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS statewide or 
in other states.  Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to reach 
truck drivers.  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension.  In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 567-
0404 Ext. 300N

SERVICES

DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook) 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Español. BBB Member .

WANTED TO BUY/TRADE 
FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfind-
ers.com

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ to hunt your land. Call 
for a FREE info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.BaseCam-
pLeasing.com

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Peter B. Crouch, 50 & Better Moving Specialist              
Senior Real Estate Specialist®  I  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer
CrouchRealtyGroup.com  I  Pete@CrouchRealtyGroup.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  I  Tel. 703.549.9292

Downsizing is definitely a Life Transition – NOT just a Real Estate 
transaction! It is planning, mental preparation, organizing/de-
cluttering, teaming up with Family and Advisors. The Good News: 
There is a definite Process!!

Moving can become more 
stressful as we mature.

Congratulations  
Peter Crouch for the 

2018 Senior Real Estate 
Specialist® (SRES) 

Outstanding Service Award. 
Proud Sponsor & Volunteer 
for At Home In Alexandria 
& Mount Vernon at Home, 

Alexandria’s Senior “Villages”Empty-Nesters Jerry and 
Arleigh wanted to change their 

lifestyle.

Empty-Nesters 

Retirement meant  
Bob & Linda headed south –  

back to the Carolinas!

Retirement 

Fewer steps and some  
assistance were key for Anne 

and her lifestyle.

Senior Living 

CALL PETER AT 703.244.4024

Downsize Alexandria!  

Call or email for your copy via mail 

or email. Pete Crouch 703.244.4024 

PCrouch@McEnearney.com

12-page booklet on living more simply 

in Greater Alexandria! 

Downsize Alexandria!
Options for Simpler Living
peter crouch
MCENEARNEY ASSOCIATES, 
2018 SRES NATIONAL WINNER, OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD


