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A touch of  
urban(o) flair
New Mexican concept 
spices up King Street

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Crossing the hot pink 
entryway into Urbano 116 
feels more like slipping into a 
high-end cocktail bar off the 
streets of Mexico City than 
it does going out for a bite in 
Old Town.

Geometric tiles line the 
floor and bar. Sleek black 
barstools are offset by white-
washed, exposed brick walls. 
Masked luchadores glare out 
from brightly lit display cas-
es. A neon pink sign has you 
longing for churros. 

“What we wanted to cre-
ate was the opposite of what 
Old Town is known for,” Chad 
Sparrow, a member of Com-
mon Plate Hospitality, the 
three-man restaurant group 
behind Urbano 116, said. “We 
wanted something where you 
walk in, and you don’t feel 
like you’re in Old Town. You 
feel like you’re in New York 
or Miami or D.C., just some-
where that has a more urban 
vibe, a more hip, trendy vibe.” 

Years in the works, Urba-
no 116 has been one of the 
most anticipated restaurants 
not only in Alexandria, but 

SEE URBANO | 5

PHOTO /@SHOOTJOEC
A mural of a Mexican luchador painted by artist David Amoroso 
dominates the back dining room at Urbano 116. 

Old Town pay-by-
phone program slated 
for Saturday’s public 
hearing

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The pay-to-park pilot 
program currently oper-
ating in Old Town, which 
is slated for possible per-
manent implementation 
at Saturday’s city council 
public hearing, is causing 
tempers to flare citywide.

The program has 
achieved its intended ob-
jective of making it easier 
for impacted residents to 
park on their blocks. But 

Parking pilot sparks tensions

FILE PHOTO
Old Town’s pay-by-phone parking program is slated for possible 
permanent implementation and expansion on Saturday. SEE PARKING | 13

Includes higher prop-
erty assessments, 
no tax rate hike, full 
schools funding 

BY MISSY SCHROTT

City Manager Mark 
Jinks’ Fiscal Year 2020 
proposed budget involves 
no real estate tax rate in-
crease, no major service 
reductions and full funding 
for the school superinten-
dent’s request.

Jinks formally present-
ed the proposed operating 
budget of $761.1 million, a 
1.7 percent increase over 
last year, to members of 

city council at a special 
meeting Tuesday night.

While putting together 
the budget, Jinks said he 
had directed city depart-
ments to submit budget 
reductions to offset the es-
timated budget gap and to 
ensure that the proposed 
budget maintained city 
services, as well as funding 
for schools and transporta-
tion.

The proposed budget 
fully funds Superintendent 
Gregory Hutchings’ request 
of $232.3 million in oper-
ating funds for Alexandria 

City manager proposes 
FY2020 budget

SEE BUDGET | 10

I am especially 
appreciative that the 
manager prioritized 
our growing schools 
in this budget. Now 
the council’s hard 
work begins as we 
work to balance 
our community’s 
priorities in a 
constrained revenue 
environment.”

– Mayor Justin Wilson
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Stop by our Old Town office on 
Thursday, January 31st, to meet 
our agents and to welcome new 
Managing Broker Lorraine 
Arora. Light refreshments 
provided with a chance to 
win door prizes!  
RSVP to 703-836-1464

OPEN HOUSE
January 31, 2019
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

“A home is one of the most important 
assets that most people will ever buy. 
Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with 
someone you can trust.”

– Warren Buffett,  
Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100,  
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-836-1464

At Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, Alexandria, 
we live here, we work here, we play here!

RUN, THIS WON’T LAST! MOVE IN READY

INVESTOR SPECIAL

$499,900
3BR 2 BA one level living in Alexandria

 $725,000 
4BR 2.5 BA in Alexandria City

$682,000  3BR 1BA

Charming renovated cape cod
4BR  2BA W/Beautiful screened porch  

in Kings Park

COMING SOON
With all the Bells and Whistles!

4BR 3.5BA 2 Car Garage

Take your career to 
the next level
 JOIN THE BEST

BE THE BEST
Contact us today! 703-346-5587

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, 
Alexandria
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FREE 
COSMETIC CONSULTATION
Meet Dr. Mullaney and receive 
a complimentary consultation 
on Teeth Whitening, 
Porcelain Veneers, 
Invisalign and  
Cosmetic Smile designs

Thursday, March 7th
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
By appointment

CALL NOW 
703-650-9320

Dr. Kathleen Mullaney
700 N. Fairfax St. #230, Alexandria, VA 22314

kathleenmullaneydds.com

2019 Washingtonian Top Dentist

TO RESERVE YOUR 
CONSULTATION 

Bishop Ireton Senior 
Akunna Konkwo became the 
all-time leading scorer and 
rebounder in the history of 
Bishop Ireton’s girls’ bas-
ketball program on Feb. 15, 
according to a news release. 

During her four years 
on the team, Konkwo put 

up 2,000 points and more 
than 1,500 rebounds. Her 
record-breaking numbers 
came during the Cardinals’ 
48-40 win over Archbishop 
Carroll High School on Feb. 
15. 

“I’m thankful to my par-
ents, coaches and teammates 

for helping me achieve this 
milestone,” Konkwo said in 
a statement. 

Konkwo is headed to Bos-
ton College this fall where 
she’ll play for Coach Joanna 
Bernabei-McNamee on the 
girls’ basketball team. 
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Bishop Ireton player becomes  
all-time leading scorer, rebounder

Amazon announced its 
break up with Long Island 
City, Queens on Valentine’s 
Day last week, causing North-
ern Virginians to wonder: 
What does this mean for us? 

Amazon pulled out of the 
New York deal after experi-
encing protests from local 
politicians and officials. 

“A number of state and 
local politicians have made 
it clear that they oppose our 
presence and will not work 
with us to build to type of re-
lationships that are required 
to go forward with the proj-
ect we and many other envi-
sioned in Long Island City,” 
Amazon said in its blog post 
on Feb. 14. 

Despite the New York fall-
out, Northern Virginia offi-
cials have made it clear that 
Amazon’s National Landing 
headquarters in Arlington 
and Alexandria is still on 
track. 

“After speaking with an 
Amazon representative ear-
lier today, we have confirmed 
that we are moving forward 
as planned with Amazon’s 
upcoming headquarters in 
Arlington – nothing has 
changed,” Arlington County 
Board Chair Christian Dors-
ey said in a statement on Feb. 
14. 

In its blog post, Amazon 
said it has no plans to reopen 
the search for an addition-
al headquarters: “We do not 
intend to reopen the HQ2 
search at this time. We will 
proceed as planned in North-
ern Virginia and Nashville, 
and we will continue to hire 
and grow across our 17 corpo-
rate offices and tech hubs in 
the U.S. and Canada.”

Amazon has plans for a 
new 5,000-job Operations 
Center of Excellence in Nash-
ville. 

Cara O’Donnell, director 

of public relations for Arling-
ton Economic Development, 
did not say whether National 
Landing could end up absorb-
ing any of the 25,000 jobs 
that were expected to go to 
New York. Instead, she said 
Arlington is keeping with the 
terms of its original proposal.

Amazon’s first announce-
ment that it would split its 
headquarters between New 
York and Virginia said it 
would also split 50,000 new 
jobs, 25,000 in each location. 
The original Northern Vir-
ginia proposal that O’Donnell 
referenced, however, allows 
for up to 37,850 jobs in 20 
years. 

When asked whether the 
construction in Northern Vir-
ginia would be expedited with 
the cancellation of the New 
York headquarters, O’Donnell 
said it would be continuing on 
its current path at this time.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Northern Virginia Amazon HQ2 
plans still on track

Alexandria resident Dal-
las Jermaine Smith, the sus-
pect in a July 2018 homicide, 
pleaded guilty to murder on 

Feb. 7, according to a press 
release from the Office of the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney.

The investigation of the 

homicide found that Smith, 
32, killed his grandfather, 

CRIME

Defendant pleads guilty in murder 
of grandfather

SEE MURDER | 4
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Experience the BEST of Del Ray's 
fitness classes in one afternoon!

Well Ray Fit Crawl

Pilates 
Studio Body 

Logic

Ride  
Ascend Cycle

Yoga 
Mind the Mat 
Pilates & Yoga

Yoga  
Ease Yoga

Post-crawl celebration 
at Pork Barrel BBQ 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9TH FROM 1PM TO 4PM
Ticket information: www.visitdelray.com
#VisitDelRay #WellRay

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investigating 
three robberies that took place 
over the last week, according 
to multiple news releases.

The first of the three rob-
beries took place in the 400 
block of Cook Street on Satur-
day when two suspects stole 
several items from some-
one who was “selling items 

through an online applica-
tion,” according to a news re-
lease. 

Two more robberies oc-
curred on Tuesday. The first of 
the two took place in the 3000 
block of Park Center Drive. A 
group of known subjects stole 
a man’s car along with sever-
al other items, according to a 
news release.

The second robbery on 
Tuesday took place on in the 
2800 block of Duke Street 
when a man, brandishing a 
knife, held up a gas station and 
stole an unidentified amount 
of money, according to a news 
release.

No injuries were sustained 
in any of the robberies.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Teen arrested, charged 
after high speed chase

De’Jon Kenney, 18, of 
Dumfries, Virginia, was 
arrested and charged with 
multiple crimes after lead-
ing Virginia State Police on 
a chase that ended in a crash 
in Alexandria on Monday, 
according to reports from 
multiple media outlets.  

Kenney was charged 
with grand larceny as well 
as felony counts of hit-and-
run and eluding police and 
misdemeanor counts of 
maiming and possession 
of a firearm, with more 
charges pending, according 
to the reports.

Virginia State troopers 
had responded to reports 
of a stolen vehicle near the 
Van Dorn Street exit of the 
Capital Beltway on Mon-
day morning, according to 
reports. The driver, later 

identified as Kenney, ran a 
red light and resisted state 
police officers’ attempts to 
pull over his car. The chase, 
which proceeded at high 
speeds on Eisenhower Av-
enue, ended when Kenney 
hit a Lexus. Both vehicles 
ran off the roadway, accord-
ing to the reports.

The driver of the Lexus 
and the 19-year-old pas-
senger in Kenney’s car both 
sustained injuries and were 
shuttled to a hospital. Ken-
ney, according to multiple 
news sources, attempted to 
exit the vehicle and run but 
was apprehended by police 
and taken to the hospital.

Alexandria Police as-
sisted Virginia State Police, 
who are still investigating 
the incident.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Three robberies in past week

84-year-old Jerry Scott, after 
breaking into his residence 
on East Reed Avenue on July 
22. Smith apparently used to 
live at the residence and was 
angry his grandfather had 
evicted him.

Upon breaking into the 
house, Smith found his 
grandfather in bed and fired 
at him six times with a 9-mil-
limeter handgun, hitting 

him three times, according 
to the investigation. Smith 
then attacked Scott with a 
bladed weapon. Shortly af-
ter, Scott succumbed to his 
wounds.

A convicted felon, Smith 
has been prevented from le-
gally purchasing firearms 
since 2009, according to the 
release. He circumvented this 
restriction by assembling the 
handgun from pieces pur-
chased off the internet.

Smith has pleaded guilty 
to two charges: murder in 
the first degree and use of a 
firearm in the commission of 
murder. The charges carry a 
maximum penalty of life in 
prison.

Smith’s sentencing hear-
ing will be held on May 23. 
He is awaiting sentencing in 
the Alexandria Adult Deten-
tion Center.

-mschrott
@alextimes.com

MURDER FROM | 3
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the entire D.C. region. Since 
opening on Jan. 21, it’s been 
riding a steady buzz of non-
stop patrons and margarita 
orders.  

The 160-seat, authentic 
Mexican restaurant’s success 
thus far can be attributed to 
the fast-growing restaurant 
group that brought it to life. 

Common Plate Hospital-
ity is made up of brothers 
Chad and Justin Sparrow 
and Larry Walston. Native 
Alexandrians and longtime 
friends, the trio in 2010 
formed a construction com-
pany, Advanced Construc-
tion Group, which they still 
manage in addition to their 
restaurants. 

It was Chad Sparrow who 
led the group’s expansion 
into the food industry, and 
four years ago, they opened 
their first venture, Mason So-
cial, on North Henry Street. 

From the beginning, Chad 
Sparrow said, they had been 
interested in opening more 
than one restaurant. In the 
last year, that dream has tak-
en off – they opened Catch on 
the Ave in Del Ray in Decem-
ber and are on track to open 
Augie’s Mussel House on 
upper King Street this sum-
mer – but early on, the group 
knew a Mexican restaurant 
would be its crowning jewel. 

“We always wanted to do 
a Mexican restaurant,” Chad 
Sparrow said. “That was al-
ways kind of my passion. 
Growing up, I went to culi-
nary school and trained in the 
southwestern cuisine, so that 
was always going to be some-
thing that we wanted to do.”

They had begun looking 
at restaurant spaces for their 
Mexican concept in 2016, and 
when they heard about an 
opening at 116 King St., they 
acted quickly. 

“It was kind of a no brain-
er on the location,” Chad 
Sparrow said. “Even though 
there was a lot of work and a 
lot of stuff to do, it was like, 

okay, this location doesn’t 
come up very often, so we 
thought this was definitely 
the place we’d go all in. We 
were like, ‘This is definite-
ly going to be our Mexican 
place, kind of our main, main 
location.’”

Before Urbano 116, the 
space had been occupied by a 
pop-up shop called 116 King 
and, before that, a home and 
gift store called Decorium. 
Because it had never been a 
restaurant, extensive reno-
vations were necessary. 

“We also had the luxu-
ry of owning a construction 
company here in the city and 
so we took that through our-
selves and did all the build-

out,” Justin Sparrow said.
The group faced some 

challenges as it went through 
Alexandria’s administrative 
processes, including getting 
permission for a carryout 
Churro window. 

“You can go across the 
[river] at the [D.C.] Wharf and 
do administrative approvals 
and just sort of roll into con-
struction,” Justin Sparrow 
said, “Versus here, [where] 
you’re kind of subject to all 
the public approvals and all 
the hearings, opinions, and 
so that’s a big hurdle.” 

Despite the challenges, 
they decided it was worth it 
for the restaurant group to 
have its flagship restaurant 

in its hometown. 
“Our plans are to eventu-

ally expand into D.C.,” Chad 
Sparrow said. “But we’re 
from Alexandria. We’re born 
and raised here, so we always 
wanted to have the foun-
dation in Alexandria. With 
Augie’s coming up as well, 
another big King Street spot, 
and we have Catch [on the 
Ave] in Del Ray, I think those 
four locations, we’ll have a 
strong blueprint and founda-
tion.”

After moving past the 
permitting phases, the group 
began to fine-tune Urbano’s 
design. The partners said 
their ultimate goal was to 
provide an authentic Mexi-

can dining experience. Part 
of that meant straying from 
the food and atmosphere of 
a typical American Tex-Mex 
restaurant. 

Design-wise, Chad Spar-
row said they chose the 
Luchador theme because it 
was different from the Día 
del los Muertos design that 
most Mexican restaurants 
have. They hired a Mexican 
artist, David Amoroso, to 
paint Urbano’s walls with the 
statement Luchador masks 
that mark each of the restau-
rant’s booths, as well as the 
mural-sized Mexican fighter 
that dominates the back din-
ing room. 

“It’s something we’re 
trying to do across all of our 
concepts: give something 
from a design side that’s just 
a little bit different that peo-
ple feel is fun and new and 
adds some vibrancy,” Justin 
Sparrow said. “We’re trying 
to bring some flair.”

Regarding food, Chad 
Sparrow said their menu 
challenges customers to view 
Mexican food differently. 

“There’s just a precon-
ceived notion, I think, in the 
United States that Mexican 
food should be cheap, Mex-
ican food should be abun-
dant, it should be really fast, 
it should be rice and beans, 
it should be heavy,” he said, 
“and that’s not what this is. 
Real Mexican food is not like 
that, so I think a lot of it is an 
education process.”

SEE URBANO | 7

URBANO FROM | 1

There’s just a preconceived notion 
... that Mexican food should be 
cheap, Mexican food should be 
abundant, it should be really fast, it 
should be rice and beans, it should 
be heavy, and ... real Mexican 
food is not like that. So I think a 
lot of it is an education process.”

– Chad Sparrow, managing partner, 
Common Plate Hospitality 

PHOTO /@SHOOTJOEC
Top: Carnitas Tacos.   Above: The bar at the front of Urbano 116 features a bar top along windows that 
will open onto King Street, as well as a walk-up churro window advertised with a neon pink sign.
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While planning the 
restaurant, Common Plate 
Hospitality team members 
took a trip to Mexico to edu-
cate themselves. They hired 
a food blogger to take them 
on a tour of everything from 
street markets to farms to 
high-end restaurants to help 
them determine what kind of 
ambiance to create in Urbano 
116.

During the tour, Chad 
Sparrow said the group was 
especially inspired by Polan-
co, a neighborhood in Mexico 
City reminiscent of Los An-
geles’ Beverly Hills. 

“Polanco is one of the 
more trendy neighborhoods 
in Mexico City,” Chad Spar-
row said. “It’s a very indus-
trial, vibrant, craft cocktail 
scene and just a really cool 
scene, so we wanted to kind 
of bring that vibrancy here, 
and I think we really have it. 
It’s very reminiscent of walk-
ing into the places that we 
went to over there.”

The group also found Ur-
bano’s chef, the award-win-
ning Alam Méndez, on the 
food tour. Eating at Méndez’ 
Oaxacan restaurant Pasillo 
de Humo, Chad Sparrow said 
he was impressed with the 
tortillas and moles.

“We started talking to 
him and asked if he’d come 
over for a week and train our 
staff,” Chad Sparrow said. 
“I was like, ‘We’ll just bring 
him over and train the staff 
and that’ll kind of give us a 
one up and some real authen-
ticity.’”

In the early stages of 
the collaboration, however, 
Chad Sparrow said he real-
ized he wanted Méndez to be 
a permanent part of Urbano 
116 and offered him a job. 
Méndez accepted, and after 
getting his O1 Visa, became 
head chef at the restaurant. 

“We feel really fortunate 
that we have him here,” Chad 
Sparrow said. “I think we 
would’ve been really good 

if he hadn’t come, it still 
would’ve been a good spot, 
but with him, it just was that 
extra step of higher-level ex-
ecution and just an authen-
ticity that you don’t get in 
D.C. at all.”

Like everything else 
about Urbano, its menu and 
ingredients exude authen-
ticity.

“Moles are a huge part of 
our menu,” Chad Sparrow 
said. “We have seven different 
moles. There’s the black mole 
... a 100-year-old recipe — it’s 
32 ingredients and takes two 
days to make. They’re very 
labor-intensive processes to 
make these sauces.”

They also make their corn 
and flour tortillas in house. 

“We source all our corn 
from Oaxaca, Mexico,” Chad 
Sparrow said. “There are 
only six varieties of corn in 
the U.S. In Oaxaca, they have 
59 varieties still. … We nev-
er know what heirloom corn 
we’re going to be seeing. 
Sometimes it’s red variety, 
pink, purple, blue, yellow, 
dark yellow, all these differ-

ent colors, and they all have 
a unique flavor. So when we 
get the corn, we go through 
a process called nixtamaliza-
tion. This is a 2,000-year-old 

process that was before the 
Mayans.”

On the bar menu, Urbano 
116 has 20 mezcals – more 
than any location in Virginia. 

“You don’t know a lot 
about mezcal if you’re in 
the United States and forev-
er, like Mexican food, it was 
the really cheap mezcal that 
had the worm in it. It was 
considered below tequila,” 
Chad Sparrow said. “In Mex-
ico, instead of drinking wine 
when you sit down, they give 
you mezcal. And you drink 
mezcal in a shot format. You 
can either sip it or take the 
whole thing, and you finish it 
with an orange that’s dipped 
in worm salt. So we actually 
bring the worm salt in from 
Mexico as well.”

While getting buy-in for 
the level of authenticity that 
Urbano 116 provides has re-
quired some customer edu-
cation, the owners said the 
response thus far has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

“We’re under a spotlight, 
and the bar is extremely 
high, and the tolerance for 
mistakes is very, very low,” 

Justin Sparrow said. “But 
that comes with the territo-
ry. It’s great, we’re excited, 
we’re glad that we’re under 
that microscope, because … 
everything that we’re doing 
is a labor of love, so to be able 
to showcase that to everyone 
is fabulous and exciting and 
once you taste it, experience 
it, it’s different.” 

He attributed much of 
Common Plate Hospitality’s 
fast-growing success to its 
team.

“We can’t do what we 
do without the wonderful 
people that we have,” Jus-
tin Sparrow said. “Everyone 
plays a vital part, and you’re 
only as good as the people 
that are in front of you, and 
that’s a constant reminder 
that it’s not just three of us, 
it’s a few hundred people that 
make this happen.”

Urbano 116 is open dai-
ly for lunch and dinner. Its 
hours are Monday through 
Wednesday 11 a.m. to mid-
night, Thursday through Sat-
urday 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to midnight. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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Walston, 
Justin 
Sparrow 
and 
Chad 
Sparrow 
make up 
restau-
rant 
group 
Common 
Plate 
Hospital-
ity. 

PHOTO/ 
MISSY 
SCHROTT
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Unusual co-working 
space provides access 
to tools and equipment

BY HANNAH HIMES

A workshop. Laser cut-
ters. 3D printers. Office 
space. Faux-grass covered 
stairs. Beer on tap. 

The Garden, a co-building 
community space designed 
to fulfill the needs of small 
businesses, opened at 5380 
Eisenhower Ave. in October. 
Since then, it has provided 
tools for active duty service 
members, event space for 
businesses and organizations 
and various other services 
for its almost 100 members.

“There aren’t a lot of 
spaces where small business-
es and individuals who want 
to physically build a prod-
uct — not a digital asset, not 
an app, not a piece of digital 
ephemera, but rather a thing 
— can go to do that work,” 
Allen Brooks, The Garden’s 
chief operating officer, said. 
“We want app makers and 
coders and writers and mu-
sicians and artists ... kind of 
a real diversity of industry 
here.” 

The industrial space 
is owned and operated by 
Building Momentum, a vet-
eran-owned small business 
that provides science and 
engineering consulting and 
technology training for var-
ious organizations, includ-
ing the United States Marine 
Corps. 

Building Momentum’s 
team came up with the con-
cept for The Garden in No-
vember 2017 when TechShop, 
a Crystal City-based chain 
of workshops and fabrica-
tion studios, went bank-
rupt. At the time, Building 
Momentum was based in a 
2,000-square-foot warehouse 
on Edsall Road. They’ve since 
relocated to the second floor 

of The Garden.
“We knew TechShop had 

gone bankrupt because by 
Friday of that week, sev-
en of the small companies 
that were operating out of 
TechShop had kicked open 
our door and begged to use 
our laser cutter,” Brooks, 
who is also on Building Mo-
mentum’s leadership team, 
said. 

At the same time, the Ma-
rine Corps requested that a 
functional training facility 
be established in Alexandria 
to accommodate growing de-
mand. 

“We needed to be able to 
train more people, and we 
needed to be able to provide 
space for small businesses 
and so that’s when we were 
like, ‘Ah-ha. There’s some-
thing here,’” Brooks said.

Building Momentum re-
located to the new building 
on Eisenhower Avenue and 
established The Garden as a 
separate arm of its business.

Brooks said its goal from 
the beginning has been to 

help small businesses.
“Being a small business 

is really hard,” Brooks said. 
“It’s hard and scary and ex-
citing and all those things at 
once. And one of the scariest 
and hardest things to do is to 
sign a lease, because when 
you sign a lease for a space 
... oftentimes you are signing 
your personal liability away.”

Small business owners 
run the risk of losing thou-
sands or even tens of thou-
sands of dollars when they 
bet on their business’ suc-

cess, Brooks said. On top of 
that, small businesses that 
need tool access face addi-
tional financial investments, 
as it’s necessary to purchase 
tools to complete their work. 

To help with these finan-
cial challenges, The Garden 
team examined the “pain 
points” of small business 
growth, tool rental or use and 
space leasing. Their mem-
bership plans aim to allevi-
ate that pain with month-to-
month agreements in a space 
that offers traditional offices 

as well as workshop access.
“Welders, laser cutters, 3D 

printers – it all costs a lot of 
money,” Brooks said. “But we 
need to have those tools here 
anyway because we’re train-
ing people ... but when we’re 
not training, those 3D print-
ers are just sitting there stag-
nant. I’d much rather those 
tools be of use to people.” 

He said he also hopes that 
the “gritty,” “industrial” lo-
cation would allow “the seeds 
of growth to take place,” for 
The Garden, its members and 
the community. 

“We have a potential for 
really activating a change 
in this part of Alexandria,” 
Brooks said. 

Lauren Bell, the found-
er and managing director of 
operations support business 
LaCire, has been a member of 
The Garden for a few months. 

She said The Garden’s 
unique concept, dynamic at-
mosphere and location drew 
her to the business. 

“I am very dedicated to 
supporting local Alexandria 
businesses. I’m a resident, 
and I own a small business 
here,” she said. 

Since becoming a Garden 
member, Bell said she’s been 
able to have “a lot of real-
ly good conversations” and 
work with other small busi-
nesses.

“It works out for my busi-
ness strategy as well as just, 
you know, being a really 
great coworking space that 
offers a lot of support for 
small businesses,” she said. 
“It’s the place for me to be.” 

Memberships at The Gar-
den can range from $150 to 
$3,600 monthly. There is also 
a corporate membership, the 
price of which is not listed 
online. 

Plans include variations 
of open-desk space, private 

The Garden helps small businesses grow

SEE GARDEN | 9

COURTESY PHOTOS
Above: People gather in The Garden's event space for a Federal Innovators Network event. 
Below: Tools are displayed in The Garden’s workshop.
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office space, workshop ac-
cess and training and storage 
space. 

Bell said paying for her 
membership is worth it and 
that The Garden offers rea-
sonable prices in comparison 
to other co-working spaces in 
the DMV area. 

“My business is primarily 
out of my house. But having 
an office is important. Hav-
ing a place you can go and 
meet is important. And so, 
I’m definitely willing to pay 
for that,” she said. 

Tim Bailey, president of 
consulting company Nova 
Bailey Consulting, agreed 
that the pricing of The Gar-
den is “perfectly reasonable,” 
especially given the tools, 
technology and training 
available.

Bailey had worked with 
Building Momentum before 
it moved to the new location 
and has been a Garden mem-

ber since the beginning. He 
said he’s been able to make 
important connections and 
find new clients at the space. 

“That exposure to the 

other people that are here 
was a huge benefit, especial-
ly for me being an indepen-
dent contractor and always 
looking for additional work 

and additional opportunities 
to connect with other peo-
ple,” Bailey said.

“I continue to find val-
ue in the community, and I 

continue to find work in the 
community as well,” he said. 

He said he mainly uses 
the space for working, net-
working and meetings, but 
one of his favorite activities 
to do in the space is weld. 

“Welding is so unique, 
and it’s so fun,” Bailey said. 
“I like that flexibility of be-
ing able to do a number of 
different things.” 

That flexibility is one of 
The Garden’s main goals, 
Brooks said. The space offers 
gender-neutral bathrooms, a 
nursing room that can serve 
as a private phone call room 
and a careful balance of tech 
and community space. 

“We wanted the space to 
feel very open and inclusive 
to anyone who might come,” 
Brooks said. “No matter 
where you are in your own life 
and your personal journey 
and your professional jour-
ney, we want you to feel com-
fortable here.”

-hhimes@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
Trainees work on a project for a corporal's course training in The Garden's event space.
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

City Public Schools, a 3.8 
percent increase over last 
year. 

Jinks said Hutchings had 
originally thought schools 
would need much more 
funding, close to roughly an 
8 percent increase over last 
year, but that they had done 
a “thorough scrubbing” of 
their needs to keep the re-
quest down.

“I am proposing a direct 
transfer to ACPS of 30.5 per-
cent of the general fund bud-
get, or $232.3 million,” Jinks 
said in a statement. “This 
represents 100 percent of 
Superintendent Hutchings’ 
request and is possible be-
cause he and his team craft-
ed a responsible budget.”

The proposed budget also 
invests $1.62 billion over 10 
years in Alexandria’s Capital 
Improvement Program. The 
proposed CIP is down 26.2 
percent from the approved 
FY19 to FY28 CIP, primar-

ily because the combined 
sewer outfall remediation 
project has transferred to 
AlexRenew’s purview and 
budget. Jinks’ CIP propos-
al represents continued in-
vestment in city and school 
infrastructure and facilities, 
according to the proposed 
budget document. 

For the second straight 
year, Jinks’ proposal main-
tains the real estate tax at 
$1.13 per $100 of assessed 
value. Based on average 
increases in assessments, 
however, the average home-

owner’s tax bill will rise by 
1.9 percent, or $118 per year. 

Jinks’ proposal does not 
include hikes in any other 
tax rates or in the stormwa-
ter or sewer fees. However, 
there is a proposed increase 
in the annual fee for resi-
dents who receive city recy-
cling services, from $373 to 
$406, in response to market 
conditions. 

Jinks said his budget plan 
seeks to continue Alexan-
dria’s progress as a “smart, 
green and equitable city.” 

Proposals linked to the 

“smart city” pillar include 
funding a new customer ser-
vice system called Alex311, 
which would replace the 
Call.Click.Connect system. 
Jinks also proposed expand-
ing online payments for 
taxes and fees and imple-
menting a new system for 
development and code per-
mit applications.

Another technological 
advance includes adding 
new tools for delinquent 
payment collection. One 
major change will be elim-
inating the vehicle wind-

shield decals that indicate 
payment of personal prop-
erty taxes and deploying li-
cense plate reader technol-
ogy instead. 

On the “green city” front, 
Jinks proposed funding for 
major improvements to the 
city’s municipal vehicle 
fleet and for the purchase 
of only hybrid and electric 
vehicles. He also proposed 
setting aside $3.5 million for 
new clean diesel DASH bus-
es and funding to power city 
facilities with 100 percent 
alternative power, including 
wind, biomass and solar en-
ergy.

Regarding “equity,” Jinks 
proposed establishing a new 
racial and social equity of-
ficer in the city manager’s 
office. 

Jinks called his budget 
“exceedingly fiscally pru-
dent.”

“More than ever, commu-
nities must make difficult  

BUDGET FROM | 1

More than ever, communities must make difficult 
choices about how to allocate limited resources. Faced 
with slow economic growth in the region, Alexandria 
is no exception. Because we have worked thoughtfully 
together to express our values and prioritize our 
investments, we have been able to maintain core 
services while pursuing progressive goals.”

– Mark Jinks, 
city manager

SEE BUDGET | 33
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SUPER RATES
LIMITED-TIME CERTIFICATE MEGA MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield as of 1/2/19 for a 23 month Regular or IRA Certificate; subject to change at any time. Valid only for funds deposited from another 
institution (not currently at Apple FCU). $500 min., max. $500,000 deposit per individual. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal; fees could reduce earnings. Full 
details at AppleFCU.org. **APY=Annual Percentage Yield as of 2/1/2019; subject to change without notice. Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA. 

AppleFCU.org

3.00  %APY* 
 

23 MONTHS 2.00 %APY** 
 

min. $250,000
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LOOK FOR USSFCU AT 2019’S

FEBRUARY  
22–24,  
2019

DULLES EXPO 
CENTER

BOOTH #312 
CHANTILLY, VA 

GIVEAWAYS, RAFFLES, FINANCING & HOME IMPROVEMENT RESOURCES

FLEXIBLE. FINANCING. OPTIONS.
Home projects big or small, USSFCU provides an array of economical  

financing solutions to suit your needs.
Home Equity1 | Lines of Credit2 | Home Improvement Loans3

USSFCU.ORG/HOMESHOW

Friday Only! First time home buyer or mortgage questions? 
Kim Ta | NMLS #468198 | USSFCU’s Mortgage Loan Officer | ussfcu.org/mortgage

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates are based on creditworthiness, income and debts. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate. Loans may require a property appraisal and certain fees may apply. An itemized list of fees is available upon request by calling 800.374.2758. 
Visit ussfcu.org/rates to view all loan rates, terms and conditions or call 800.374.2758.

1 Home Equity Loans: Offering fixed rates, loan amounts between $7,500 and $750,000 and repayment terms up to 120-months. 2 Home Equity Lines of Credit: A variable rate, revolving line of credit offering credit limits up to $750,000. 3 Home Improvement Plus Loans: Offering 
fixed rates, loan amounts between $7,500 and $70,000 and repayment terms up to 180-months. + Not guaranteed and only available while supplies last. 

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

View all of USSFCU’s home loan options ussfcu.org/homeloans  
or contact a representative 800.374.2758

NMLS# 514285
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

At age 11, our sweet P.D. is in search of a new home, 
due to circumstances beyond his control.  He is happy, 

congenial, and loves humans almost as much as the 
new dogs he has met in his time at the Shelter.

Quite a handsome fellow, P.D.’s unique blue eye 
captures attention, but it is his calm and loving nature 
that has warmed the hearts of our staff and volunteers.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT THIS WONDERFUL PET, 
PLEASE CALL THE SHELTER AT 703-746-4774.  

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ The Little House Hunter ~ 

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

others in Old Town decry 
the program’s accessibility 
and the potential for kiosks, 
which are generally consid-
ered unsightly. Residents 
in other parts of the city as 
well as businesses bemoan 
the loss of free parking for 
visitors to the Old and His-
toric District.

At the Feb. 12 city coun-
cil legislative meeting, rep-
resentatives from the De-
partment of Transportation 
and Environmental Services 
requested that council dock-
et the pilot program, which 
expires on March 1, 2019, for 
final passage during Satur-
day’s public hearing – with 
the intent of making the 
program permanent. Coun-
cil unanimously agreed to 
schedule the ordinance for 
discussion.

Even in its pilot stage, 
the program has sparked 
controversy. The pay-by-
phone parking program 
launched in November 2016 
with the intent of providing 
Old Town residents some re-
lief from non-residents who 
were parking on residential 
streets. Under the program, 
residents can choose to pe-
tition to make their block a 
pay-by-phone block.

In order to get a city 
block involved in the pro-
gram, at least 50 percent of 
residents on a block must 
sign a petition recognizing 
they want their block to be 
designated as pay-by-phone 
parking. The petition then 
goes before the Traffic and 
Parking Board, which makes 
a recommendation to Yon 
Lambert, director of T&ES. 
A block can only petition if it 
is adjacent to another block 
already in the program. 

If accepted, signage is 
put up to indicate that the 
block is pay-by-phone, and 
non-residents can use the 
ParkMobile app to pay for 
parking. 

According Lambert, the 
intent of the program is to 

help Old Town residents se-
cure parking by transform-
ing residential blocks that 
previously offered two- or 
three-hour free parking into 
pay-by-phone blocks, thus 
encouraging more turnover 
and leading more non-resi-
dents to parking garages and 
metered parking.

“What the residents have 
been telling the city for a 
number of years is, ‘Help,’” 
Lambert said. “They’ve es-
sentially been saying to us, 
‘Give us some support and 
understand that we want 
people to come to Old Town. 
We want people to experi-
ence everything we have to 
offer, but residents live here 
too.’”

During the legislative 
meeting, T&ES also pro-
posed several modifications 
to the program, namely 
making the program per-
manent, changing the code 
to allow multiple adjacent 
blocks to apply for the pro-

gram as long as one is ad-
jacent to a current pay-by-
phone or metered block and 
expanding the scope of the 
program so that any resi-
dential block, not just those 
east of Washington Street 
between Princess and Wolfe 
streets, can petition as long 
it meets the requirements.

City staff assert that the 
pilot program has been a 
success. Thirteen blocks 
are currently part of the 
program, and there are two 
more petitions being pro-
cessed.

According to respons-
es from an online feedback 
form and parking occu-
pancy surveys conducted 
by the city, 79 percent of 
residents on pay-by-phone 
blocks found that parking 
was more available on their 
blocks after the pilot pro-
gram was implemented. Ac-
cording to the same results, 

SEE PARKING | 14

PARKING FROM | 1

MAP/DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
For the pay-by-phone pilot program, Old Town residents on blocks 
east of Washington Street between Princess and Wolfe streets 
could petition to make their blocks part of the program. Proposed 
changes to the program would allow blocks outside that area - but 
adjacent to pay-by-phone blocks — to petition.
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SPORTS

GIRLS' BASKETBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 19-10

Episcopal 13-11
SSSAS 6-13

T.C. Williams 16-4

Feb. 14

Episcopal L 73-36 vs. Sidwell 
Friends 

Feb. 15

B.I. W 48-40 vs. Archbishop 
Carroll

T.C. Williams W 46-33 vs. 

West Potomac

Feb. 16

Episcopal L 68-45 @ SRSSH

Feb. 19

Episcopal W 59-58 vs. 
Potomac School

Feb. 14

Episcopal W 75-69 @ Bullis

SSSAS W 64-53 vs. 
Georgetown Prep

Feb. 15

B.I. W 61-60 @ Archbishop 
Carroll 

T.C. Williams L 64-53 @ West 
Potomac

Feb. 16

Episcopal L 73-67 @ SSSAS

SSSAS W 73-67 vs. 
Episcopal 

Feb. 17

B.I. W 79-51 vs. The Heights

Feb. 19

SSSAS W 82-63 @ SJPGC

T.C. Williams W 64-52 vs. 
Woodson

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per season 
for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Epis-
copal, St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. Williams. 

This winter, the sports are boys’ and girls’ basketball. 
We will also be running photos from games and encourage 
readers to send timely photos for submission to newstips@
alextimes.com. 

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores the past week:

Scores the past week:

BOYS' BASKETBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 13-17

Episcopal 16-9
SSSAS 23-3

T.C. Williams 12-11

67 percent of residents also 
indicated they would like to 
see the program continue as 
it currently stands or with 
modifications after the pilot 
expires.

“We did parking occu-
pancy surveys on the blocks 
that had the program and 
then adjacent to the program 
and we found that there were 
fewer non-residents parked 
on these blocks but that the 
number of cars parked on ad-
jacent blocks didn’t change 
significantly,” City Planner 
Megan Oleynik said.

However, despite the 
positive responses from res-
idents, many non-residents 
and Old Town residents alike 
have started to voice opposi-
tion to the program, creating 
tension within Alexandria 
and Old Town ahead of the 
public hearing.

For some Alexandrians, 
the idea of paying for parking 
deters them from venturing 
out to Old Town.

“Part of the reason I go 
into Old Town is because I 
can park several blocks away 
from King Street for free,” 
Linda Joy, an Alexandrian, 
said in an email. “If they re-
move the free parking, I will 
not continue to support most 
of the restaurants and other 
businesses in Old Town.”

During the legislative 
meeting, T&ES also pro-
posed several changes to the 
program in response to feed-
back from the community. 
Oleynik emphasized that the 
city is identifying ways of 
better informing residents of 
their parking options, more 
effectively directing people 
to garages with better sig-
nage and working with or-
ganizations, like Saint Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, that have 
been negatively impacted by 
the program. 

However, community 
members still have concerns 
about the program and how it 
has been rolled out. Yvonne 
Callahan, vice president of 

the Old Town Civic Associa-
tion, said she has been wary 
of the city’s choice to change 
and implement the program 
with little input from the 
broader community.

“When Old Town solves 
its problems, it does so with 
more time, more opportuni-
ty to listen to other people’s 
views, more opportunity 
to say, ‘Well, if that doesn’t 
work, what about this?’” Cal-
lahan said.

Callahan said she is also 
concerned the suggested 
modifications to the program 
would allow it to expand be-
yond just Old Town. 

According to Lambert, 
the city staff intend to re-
main mindful of the conse-
quences should the program 
expand.

“If pay-by-phone be-
comes more pervasive and 
we start adding more blocks, 
the question is, are we just 
really reallocating that space 
just entirely for the residents 
or are we making it more dif-
ficult for visitors to come?” 
Lambert said. “I think that’s 
an ongoing question we’re 
going to have to answer.”

Barbara Beach, a citizen 
activist for the elderly and 
former Alexandria attor-
ney, said she worries that 
the program, with its focus 
on technology, excludes se-
nior citizens from the city’s 
parking plan.

“In our society, one of the 
worries about seniors is iso-
lation, so we want seniors to 
get out and attend programs 
and participate in life,” 
Beach said. “Basically, we’re 

telling seniors, ‘Don’t bother 
coming down to Old Town.’”

Council member Amy 
Jackson expressed similar 
concerns during the legisla-
tive meeting.

According to Oleynik,  
T&ES will present payment 
alternatives for seniors to 
city council during the pub-
lic hearing.

“We’ve been research-
ing what other cities do that 
have similar programs and 
looking into potentially of-
fering a voucher program 
where you could buy [vouch-
ers] at city hall and maybe 
keep five or six in your car 
and scratch off when you 
park, like the time and date,” 
Oleynik said. 

Without cell phones or 
familiarity with apps, Beach 
said, a pay-by-phone system 
makes parking difficult for 
seniors whose only other 
options are to walk several 
blocks to pay at a parking ki-
osk or, if they don’t use apps, 
call ParkMobile and incur a 
$5 charge for each call until 
they create an account.

“I’m going to be on the 
600 block of South Pitt 
Street wanting to go into 
Lyles-Crouch and I’m go-
ing to have to walk to half 
a block from King Street, 
right across from the court-
house parking lot, to pay if I 
can’t use my mobile phone,” 
Beach said. “That’s pretty 
ridiculous.”

Kiosks remain one of 
the more contentious el-
ements of parking in Old 

SEE PARKING | 33

PARKING FROM | 13

When Old Town solves its 
problems, it does so with more 
time, more opportunity to listen 
to other people’s views, more 
opportunity to say, ‘Well, if that 
doesn’t work, what about this?’”

– Yvonne Callahan, vice president, 
Old Town Civic Association
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Above: George and 
Martha Washing-
ton greet their fans 
from a horse-drawn 
carriage.
Left: Two fashion-for-
ward parade specta-
tors watch from their 
front-row seats on 
Royal Street.
Far Left: A bagpip-
er with the City of 
Alexandria Pipes and 
Drums marches in 
the parade.

Happy Birthday, 
George Washington
Alexandria celebrated George Washington’s 

287th birthday with a parade. The annual 
event, which draws everyone from the City 

of Alexandria Pipes and Drums to boy scout 
troops to George Washington himself, 

took place on Monday in Old Town. 
Photos by Missy Schrott

Left: The First Virginia Regiment fires ceremonial shots and a cannon in the 2019 George Washington Birthday Parade.  Right: An American Legion Rider brandishes an Ameri-
can flag on the back of his motorcycle.
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Call 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

Our new Alexandria community is Brandywine Living’s 29th luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www.Brandycare.com

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because there are still memories to share

Brandywine resident since 2015
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Tying the Knot

BY DENISE DUNBAR

When Elizabeth Henry McKeever left 
Little Rock, Arkansas for college in North 
Carolina in 2004, she left behind a large 
circle of high school friends, many of 
whom stayed in state for college. A number 
of those friends attended Hendrix College, 
a small liberal arts school about 35 miles 
north of Little Rock. 

At Hendrix, Alison McKeever got to 
know many of Elizabeth’s old high school 
friends. Though it took seven years, that 
overlapping friend group ultimately 

brought the two together, and Alison and 
Elizabeth married in 2014.

Though they didn’t go on their first 
date until 2011, Elizbeth and Alison had 
heard of each other through those mutual 
friends for years.

“All of my high school friends became all 
of Alison’s college friends,” Elizabeth said. 
“So, we’d always heard about each other 
because they’d say, ‘Elizabeth, you remind 
me so much of Alison.’ [And to Alison], ‘You 
remind me so much of Elizabeth.’”

SEE TYING THE KNOT | 18

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Alison McKeever and Elizabeth Henry McKeever.
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“I said, ‘Why do they keep 
talking about this Elizabeth 
girl?’” Alison said.

They said their paths had 
crossed a few times before 
they became a couple, but nei-
ther remembered much about 
the other from those encoun-
ters.

“We think we went on a 
hiking trip together,” Eliza-
beth said.

“Yeah, we think we met 
multiple times,” Alison said.

About that hike, Elizabeth 
said, “You totally were not 
there.”

“Yes, I planned that hiking 
trip,” Alison said.

Another time, they indi-
vidually attended a party giv-
en by mutual friends.

“Someone said, ‘Everyone 
get together [for a picture],’” 
Elizabeth said. “And we were 

the only people who didn’t 
know each other. They were 
like, ‘Put your arms around 
each other,’ and we were like, 
‘Who are you?’ I can’t remem-
ber when that was though.”

“I think it was 2009,” Ali-
son said. “[But] you made no 
impression on me whatsoever 

at that time,” she laughed.
In 2011, the two finally got 

together.
Elizabeth had returned to 

Little Rock after living away 
for seven years attending col-
lege, then working in the non-
profit world.

“I had just moved back to 

Arkansas and was living in 
my parents’ attic,” Elizabeth 
said. “It was sort of sad. But 
I thought, ‘I’ll move back 
to Arkansas and give it six 
months, and if I don’t find a 
job, I’ll move to D.C.’ I had 
tons of friends in D.C. at that 
point.”

Alison was working as the 
summer director at Camp 
Mitchell – the camp for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas 
that Elizabeth had grown up 
attending. Alison was about 
to leave the area to attend 

Tying the Knot

PHOTOS/LOUISE KRAFFT
Left: Alison and Elizabeth’s wedding bands were made by Elizabeth’s mother from her orignal engagement band and Alison’s 
mother’s wedding band.  Right: For their engagement, Alison made a book that marked the milestones in their life together.

SEE TYING THE KNOT | 19
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graduate school in Fayette-
ville that fall, but after years 
of hearing about Elizabeth 
and how much they had in 
common, she was determined 
to ask her out.

“I had just been trying to 
work up the courage to ask her 
on a date, and it didn’t happen 
until my last week in town,” 
Alison said.

They had seen more of 
each other during that sum-
mer as part of the larger 
group, and Alison had jok-
ingly already asked Elizabeth 
to help her chaperone a youth 
group on a trip to Florida.

“We saw each other in July 
at a birthday party,” Elizabeth 
said. “And you had asked me 
to go to Disneyworld with 
you, and I was like, ‘No, I don’t 
know you.’”

“I was not being serious,” 
Alison retorted.

“No,” Elizabeth agreed, 
“but I didn’t know that. Ali-
son was chaperoning a trip to 
‘Harry Potter World.’ … I was 
like, ‘I don’t think I’m going to 
go with a bunch of teenagers 
to Orlando, but thank you.’”

When Alison finally did 
ask Elizabeth out for drinks, 
Elizabeth had just finished 
her first week at a new job. 

“I was like, ‘Great, I need 
some friends,’” Elizabeth said. 
“She had been deathly ill.”

“I had bronchitis,” Alison 
said. “I went to the doctor and 
got a steroid shot, so I could 
go on a date.”

“You were late for the date 
to get [the] steroid shot,” Eliz-
abeth said. “Because you were 
like, ‘This is my last chance.’ 
And then we got drinks and I 
was going to someone’s birth-
day party and Alison was like, 
‘OK, I’ll come too.’”

“That’s also less creepy 
than it sounds,” Alison 
laughed.

Elizabeth agreed, “Little 
Rock is a small town, and she 

knew all these people. She was 
like, ‘Oh yeah, you’re going, 
that sounds great, I’ll go too.’ 
… Then we went back and met 
up with our mutual friends at 
the same bar where we had 
started. And I thought, ‘She’s 
not leaving. Maybe this is not 
just a friend date?’”

After that first date, they 
decided to continue seeing 
each other while Alison was 
in graduate school.

“We were like, ‘Why don’t 
we try this out and see how it 
works.’ And it kept working,” 
Elizabeth said.

One of the many things 
the two had in common was 
a strong attachment to the 
Episcopal Church. Alison had 
grown up in Stillwater, Okla-

homa, where her English par-
ents had moved in the 1980s 
so her father could teach at 
Oklahoma State University. 
She had grown up attending 
the Episcopal camp in Okla-
homa. 

Elizabeth also grew up 
attending church. She said, 
from an early age, the priest-
hood was on her radar.

“When I was in high school, 
I was one of those weirdos who 
really liked church and really 
felt like there was an import-
ant message of hope and re-
demption and light in a world 
that’s really dark,” Elizabeth 
said. “I was in the nonprofit 
sector before following this 

Be the 
BEST-
DRESSED
GUEST!

320 PRINCE STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
703.996.9074 | ALEXANDRIA@SARACAMPBELL.COM
WWW.SARACAMPBELL.COM  |  @SARACAMPBELLLTD

Tying the Knot

LET US MAKE YOUR DAY JOYOUS!
JOYOUSEVENTS.COM  •  703.229.6569

112 S. PATRICK ST.  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 • BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

specializing in 
Wedding Day Coordination

LOGISTICAL MANAGEMENT AND 
FLAWLESS EXECUTION OF YOUR WEDDING DAY

YOUR ONSITE “GO-TO” POINT OF CONTACT FOR: 

Venues . Vendors . Wedding Party Participants

PHOTO/KATI MALLORY
Alison and Elizabeth married in D.C. in September 2014, and then 
had a blessing ceremony in their Arkansas church in October. 

SEE TYING THE KNOT | 20
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Professional photographer, 
building 2019 wedding portfolio

$1800 bookings to the first five bookings of 2019

Offer includes 2 to 4 hour engagement 
session, 8 hours wedding day, high 

resolution digital images within 
two weeks, retouching, 
and optional assistance 

ordering high quality 
wedding album and or 

fine art prints. 
Outside of area area may 
require additional travel/

lodging costs. 

Please inquire to  
Pamela_Kay@PamelaKayPhotography.com

PamelaKayPhotography.com

Tying the Knot

COURTESY PHOTO
Alison and Elizabeth with their son James near Halloween. 

call, and I thought, ‘If there’s 
any nonprofit institution that 
I care the most about, it’s the 
church.’”

Alison’s future vocation as 
a children’s librarian also be-
came clear to Elizabeth during 
one of their early dates.

“Alison wooed me with a 
documentary she had been 
watching about the pedago-
gy behind Sesame Street and 
how it was designed to bring 
preschool to low income chil-
dren,” Elizabeth said.

That, combined with Eliz-
abeth’s call to the priesthood, 
led some of their friends to call 
them “the monk and the Mup-
pet.”

The Episcopal church re-
quires pre-marital counsel-
ing, and when the two real-
ized marriage was likely in 
their future, they decided to 
go through the counseling 
before making a commit-
ment.

“By the time you decide to 

get married, you need to have 
already talked through all of 
the things you talk through 
in premarital counseling,” 
Elizabeth said. “So, we actu-
ally did our premarital coun-
seling before we got engaged. 
We thought we needed some 
help talking through things 
like kids and family and what 
do we even understand mar-
riage to be in this new age?”

Their counseling done, 
Alison and Elizabeth set an 
official engagement date, and 
they each planned a special 
surprise for the other.

“My part of the proposal 
was we went up to the camp 
…,” Elizabeth said. “I had a 
friend hide [a] picnic in the 
trunk of our car while we were 
at church so Alison didn’t 
know.”

Alison made a book of pho-
tos and captions that marked 
the milestones in their life to-
gether to that point and had 
it printed. It’s called, “My Bee 
Charmer: An Engaging Sto-
ry” because Elizabeth is a bee 
keeper.

The couple were married in 
D.C. on Sept. 6, 2014, and then 
had a blessing ceremony in 
their Arkansas church on Oct. 
25, 2014.

“Instead of rushing to the 
courthouse [in Arkansas] and 
having our marriage contest-
ed, we knew if we got married 
in D.C. we could file our taxes 
together and all of that stuff,” 
Elizabeth said.

Elizabeth’s mother, who 
does metalworking as a hobby, 
made their matching wedding 
bands.

“She took the gold from her 
original engagement band,” 
Elizabeth said.

 “And my mom gave us her 
original wedding band,” Ali-
son added.

Elizabeth’s mother melted 
down the rings, did the calcu-
lations to find the right com-
position and cast the rings, 
then stamped the insides with 

their initials.
The two decided they 

wanted the same last name, 
and settled on McKeever for 
several reasons. 

“We knew that I was like-
ly to be the biological mother 
of our children,” Elizabeth 
said, “So we thought it would 
be nice for our children to in-
herit my genes and Alison’s 
last name and a strong link 
to her British heritage. Alison 
is also the last McKeever in 
her family line, so the name 
would have died out in her 
generation.” 

Having the same last name 
also made things easier from a 
practical perspective.

“I decided to change my 
name because I wanted to 
have the same last name as the 
rest of my future family, espe-
cially in a part of the country 
[Arkansas] where same sex 
families are still relatively un-
common,” Elizabeth said. 

They wound up in Alexan-
dria after settling on the Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary 
as the place for Elizabeth to 
attend seminary. Alison took 
a job with the city as a librar-
ian and works at the Duncan 
branch.

They decided to go ahead 
and start their family before 
Elizabeth began seminary. 
Their son James, now two-
and-a-half, was born in 2016, 
just a couple of months after 
they arrived in Alexandria. 
Both Alison and Elizabeth 
said it’s been wonderful to 
have a young child on the VTS 
campus, with its supportive 
community and acres of open 
space.

Elizabeth is a third-year 
student at VTS and is set to be-
come a deacon in March, then 
graduate in May. While the 
McKeevers don’t know what 
their future holds, they’re ex-
cited to begin their next chap-
ter, whatever and wherever it 
may be.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Tying the Knot: Unveiled

BY ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA

The end of February 
marks six months since I said 
yes. It took me a while to get 
used to calling my boyfriend, 
Devin, my “fiancé,” and 
even longer to wrap my head 
around the fact that I have to 
plan a wedding. 

Welcome to part one of 
“Unveiled,” a monthly col-
umn where I will share the 
tips and tricks I come across 
as I embark on the long path 
that leads down the aisle. 
This month, I’ll be talking 
about one of the first big 

steps of planning a wedding 
— choosing a venue.

Our wedding date is set 
for fall 2020 in Chicago, and 
while planning a wedding — 
picking out decorations, sta-
tionary, colors, flowers, etc. 
— sounds really fun, plan-
ning a wedding from afar 
adds a little bit of unexpect-
ed stress, especially when it 
comes to finding the venue.

Our Christmas visit to 
see Devin’s family doubled 
as a week of one-to-two ven-
ue tours per day. Choosing 
a venue is one of the most 
important decisions you’ll 
make. It sets the tone and 
mood for the entire celebra-
tion. But before you can even 
begin your preliminary re-
search of beautiful ballrooms 
and trendy lofts, you have to 
figure out some less exciting 
logistics: your budget and 
guest count. 

For my wedding, narrow-
ing down these categories 
was crucial. With our guest 
count being around 150 peo-
ple, we knew that we couldn’t 
have an intimate backyard 

wedding (Can you imagine 
how much the chair rentals 
would cost?), but that also 
ruled out several art galler-
ies, gardens 
and even some 
restaurants. 

After you 
have your pre-
liminary guest 
list, you can 
think of what 
you want the 
general vibe 
of your wed-
ding to be. Do 
you want to 
celebrate in an 
industrial loft 
or a stunning 
restaurant overlooking the 
river? A historical building 
or maybe a banquet room in 
a downtown hotel? 

Another question to con-
sider is whether you want the 
ceremony and reception to be 

in the same building. More 
and more couples choose that 
option to cut down on travel 
cost and guest time wasted 

between the 
two events. 

Do your 
due diligence 
in researching 
venues before 
you schedule 
tours. We were 
surprised to 
find out most 
venues don’t 
outright post 
their prices 
and condi-
tions on their 
websites, so be 

prepared to reach out direct-
ly via email. 

When you do, have your 
most important questions 
ready. For us, they were:

1. What are your available 
dates for fall 2020?

2. What is the total price, 
including fees, taxes and gra-
tuity?

3. How much time would 
we have in the venue? When 
can we start setting up and 
by when do we have to tear 
down?

4. Can we book outside 
caterers and/or can we bring 
our own alcohol?

5. What is your guest 
minimum, and is there a fee 
for not reaching it?

We contacted a total of 33 
venues and ended up touring 
seven. This way we knew that 
we were not wasting time 
falling in love with a place 
that didn’t fit us. 

In person, our follow up 
questions and concerns were 
more specific:

What does the kitchen 

SEE UNVEILED | 22

If you’re not entirely 
sure what you want your 
wedding to look like, there 
are plenty of quizzes to de-
termine your wedding style 
on sites like theknot.com 
and zola.com. I personally 
use “The Knot” because 
you can combine registries 
from several websites into 
one comprehensive list.

How to choose just the right venue

ALEKSANDRA 
KOCHUROVA
Art Director of  

the Alexandria Times

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Wedding stress?
Let it go....Let it go....Let it go with us!
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Union Square
ELEGANT, SOPHISTICATED ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Contact Union Square at 571.263.9805
Find us online at Visit Alexandria Unique Venues and on Wedding Wire.

Contact Amanda at 
703-765-5950 x150 or 

hollinhallevents@gmail.com
PHOTOS CAN BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE 

AND FACEBOOK PAGE, HOLLIN HALL WEDDINGS

HOLLIN HALL

A Historic 
Wedding Venue 
in Alexandria

We off er garden ceremonies and two beautiful 
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

Tying the Knot: Unveiled

look like? 
This is especially  

important if you're bringing 
in your own caterer. Does the 
kitchen have enough room to 
move? Does it have a fridge? 
Does it have a sink or will the 
chefs have to use the bath-
room in your bridal room? 
(True story at one of our po-
tential venues!)

Speaking of your bridal 
room… 

Will you have enough 
space to accommodate your 
entire party? Does it have 
its own bathroom or will you 
have to risk having every-
one seeing your dress as you 
sneak past the groom’s suite 
to the common restroom 
area? Also, can you bring in 
food? 

Can you set up/break 
down decorations the 
day before or the day 
after? 

If you can’t, you will have 
to gather some friends and 
family to help you with that 
ordeal the day of. You need 
at least one person for break-
down for every two you had 
for set up. 

Who provides the wait 
staff and bartender? 

If the caterer is in-house, 
or if it’s a traditional cater-
ing business, they will likely 
provide staff. But if you’re 
going with your favorite lo-
cal mom-and-pop restau-
rant, chances are you’ll have 
to hire some people. Bottom 
line, never assume.

Do you like your tour 
guide? 

In most situations, the 
person giving you the tour 
will be your main point of 
contact, potentially even 

your day-of coordinator, 
if that is offered in your 
contract. Do you vibe with 
them? Are they friendly and 

knowledgable? Do they seem 
to know what they’re doing? 
Evaluate this before book-
ing. 

 
Is this place animal 
friendly? 

This is important if you 
want Fido to be part of your 
big day, but also if you’re so 
allergic to animals that your 
face will swell up when you 
walk through the doors, and 
you’ll start crying for the 
wrong reasons.

Consider these questions 
when you visit your venues, 
but don’t forget to also take 
into account all the unique 
things each venue can offer 
to you. No building is the 
same, just like no wedding is 
the same. 

Enjoy your tours, and 
congratulations on your first 
big step of many. 

UNVEILED FROM | 21

COURTESY PHOTO
Devin Holland and Aleksandra Kochurova celebrated their four year 
anniversary in July 2018. 

FONTAINE

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Great cuisine & intimate settings
perfect for wedding events!
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BY ALAN STILLMAN

Looking at Rosa Byrd, it 
is hard to imagine the ac-
tive 80-some-year-old “Liv-
ing Legend of Alexandria” 
was touched by a stroke just 
three years ago. Indeed, Byrd 
is one of the lucky few. She 
knew the signs of stroke and 
had the presence to mind to 
get medical attention right 
away. Because of that, she 
was back at her own home 
the next day after receiving 
a life-saving stroke treat-
ment. Many stroke sufferers, 
however, fare far worse. And 
it doesn’t have to be that 
way. 

Stroke is a bear of a dis-
ease. The lifetime risk of 
stroke is one in five for 
women and one in six for 
men. Those odds increase 
even more for those with 
risk factors like smoking and 
high blood pres-
sure, and simply 
advanced age. 
The heavy toll on 
the patient and 
his or her fami-
ly is plain to see. 
Stroke is among 
the top five caus-
es of death and 
disability and af-
fects 80 percent of all fam-
ilies. 

Despite the staggering 

statistics, the negative im-
pact of stroke can be min-
imized, if not complete-
ly prevented. Life-saving 

treatments are 
now available. A 
clot-buster called 
t-PA, for exam-
ple, can be given 
to restore blood 
flow to the brain 
if administered 
within three to 
four hours after 
the onset of stroke 

symptoms. 
Despite the availability 

of these life-saving treat-

ments, very few patients end 
up receiving them. Less than 
10 percent of people who are 
eligible for t-PA, for exam-
ple, get to a hospital within 
the time window. Because 
the vast majority of people 
do not know how to spot a 
stroke and the importance 
of seeking medical atten-
tion right away, many stroke 
victims tragically miss the 
chance for survival and re-
covery. 

The gap in the public’s 
knowledge prompted me to 
create Stroke Smart Alex-
andria, a city-wide health 

campaign that aims to teach 
every person who lives and 
works in our city the signs 
of stroke and the need to call 
911 immediately. Those steps 
can make all the difference. 
Recognizing the significance 
of the cause, former Mayor 
Allison Silberberg declared 
Alexandria the nation’s first 
Stroke Smart City in Octo-
ber 2017. With the strides 
that have been made since in 
Alexandria, I hope SSA will 
serve as a model for other 
communities.

At the heart of SSA is a 
visual education tool, de-

veloped with input from 
various medical experts and 
my experience in visual lan-
guage publications. To help 
everyone retain the infor-
mation, the tool is available 
in the form of wallet cards 
made of water- and tear-
proof paper, refrigerator 
magnets and posters. These 
SSA materials are available 
for free at city hall, INOVA 
Alexandria Hospital, coffee 
shops, libraries, pharmacies, 
churches and senior centers 
around town. 

A recent study reports 
that 95.5 percent of calls to 
emergency medical services 
related to strokes are made 
by bystanders for some-
one experiencing a stroke. 
So don’t just keep the tool 
– and the knowledge – to 
yourself. Be a champion for 
SSA and give the materials 
out to those you frequent-
ly come into contact with. 
By spreading the word, you 
may just save someone’s life, 
even your own. 

The writer, a long-time 
Alexandrian, is CEO and 
founder of Stroke Smart 
Alexandria. To learn the 
personal story that fuels 

his passion for educating 
the public about stroke, 

watch his TED Talk at 
tinyurl.com/SpotStroke. 

Learn to spot a stroke and save a life

Pass

Arm drifts 
downward.

Fail

Stroke Test: Smile

Stroke Test: Raise arms

CALL 911

Pass Fail
One side droops.

CALL 911

Strokes Kill and Disable

Know the Signs

1 in 6 of us will have a stroke
80% of families a�ected
2 million brain cells killed a minute
1 in 6 strokes are fatal
#1 cause of long-term disability

Weak or numb on
one side of body
Slurred speech
Loss of balance
Loss of vision
Severe headache

Strokes Kill and Disable
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Fold this card.
Keep in your

wallet.

Even ONE Sign, NOWCALL 911

Stroke
Smart

COURTESY IMAGE
Stroke identification card illustrates the common signs of a stroke.

ALAN STILLMAN
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You Can’t Take It With You                              2/23-3-16

Off-beat, quirky, and 
downright hilarious, this 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
comedy has stood the test 
of time. This idealistic take 
on life, family and love 
reinforces the idea that 
you can only live life to the 
fullest by doing whatever 
makes you happy.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

techpainting.com 

703-684-7702 

Painting the blues away in 
Alexandria’s finest homes since 1987 

Don’t let the winter blues get you down! 
Call Tech Painting today to schedule your 

free estimate, and ask us about our 
interior winter discount!  

ARTS

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER MUELLER
Solomon Parker III, Iyona Blake, Nova Y. Payton, Korinn Walfall and Kevin McAllister in Ain’t Misbe-
havin’at Signature Theatre. 

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

“Ain’t Misbehavin’,” 
the Tony-award winning 
Broadway show from 1978 
that starred Nell Carter, is a 
revue of compositions from 
the Harlem Renaissance era. 
The songs of Thomas “Fats” 
Waller stand out. It’s per-
formed by five super-talent-
ed singers, all well known to 
Signature fans, who deliver 
39 numbers, some in short 
form.  

The music reveals the 
scope of Waller’s extensive 
repertoire and his mas-
tery of the Harlem slide 
piano. Many of the songs 
may be unfamiliar, but 
some are surprisingly well-
known, such as “Honey-
suckle Rose,” “The Joint is 
Jumpin’,” “I Can’t Give You 

Anything but Love, Baby,” 
“It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie” and 
“I’m Gonna Sit Right Down 
and Write Myself a Letter.” 
These songs have been re-
corded by everyone from 
Frank Sinatra to Nat King 
Cole and Paul McCartney.

The show is a musical 
anthology rather than a 
story-driven theatrical pro-
duction. Its format is a sing-
ers’ showcase performed by 
a quintet of song stylists 

who interpret the melodies 
in a range of styles through 
dance, mood and motion. 
There are duets to revel in 
and sexy, sultry ballads that 
sizzle. There is jitterbug and 
jazz, blues and boogie-woo-
gie and even a glee club-
styled dirge in the number 
“Black and Blue,” which was 
Waller’s response to the 
racism he experienced.

A particularly hot and 
rarely heard number, “The 
Viper’s Drag,” sung by Solo-
mon Parker III, wows with a 
slinky dance and hep cat jam 
referencing his pipe dream 
of “a reefer five-feet long.”  
Iyona Blake, Kevin McAllis-
ter, Korinn Walfall and Nova 
Y. Payton round out the cast 
of top-notch singers.  

AIN’T MISBEHAVIN’: 
A fun date-night musical review

Run dates: Through March 10
Where: Signature Theatre 
(Shirlington Village), 
4200 Campbell Ave., 
Arlington, 22206.  
For tickets and information: 
703-820-9771 or visit 
www.sigtheatre.org.

IF YOU GO

SEE MISBEHAVIN | 25
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Marquee lights, Art Deco 
pendant lamps hung from 
the ceiling and small shad-
ed lamps affording a hon-
eyed glow rest on cocktail 
tables positioned in front of 
the stage to transform the 
MAX Theatre into a 1920s 
Harlem nightclub – one 
with a seven-piece onstage 
band led by Mark G. Mead-
ows as Waller. Glamourous 
costumes of the period – 
ladies dripping with fur 
and rhinestones and gents 
sporting crisply tailored 
chesterfields and spiffy 
black tie – are conceived by 
costume designer Sarita P. 
Fellows.

Waller was a brilliant 
musician and fascinating 
character. An accomplished 
classical pianist, he found 
many doors shut to him un-
til he arrived in Harlem to 
become one of the greatest 
and most prolific composers 
of early jazz and syncopat-

ed rhythms. He was also a 
stylish performer in his own 
right. 

I tell you this up front, 

since, unlike other produc-
tions like “Beautiful: The 
Carole King Story” or the 
Gloria and Emilio Estefan 

musical “On Your Feet!” 
designed around the lives 
and works of the composers 
or the stars, this is a revue 

without a backstory.
It’s perfect for a date 

night.
The play is written by 

Richard Maltby Jr. and Mur-
ray Horowitz and directed 
by Joe Calarco.  Addition-
al cast members include 
Da’von T. Moody and Kany-
sha Williams.  Scenic design 
is by Paige Hathaway, light-
ing design by Sherrice Mo-
jgani, sound design by Ryan 
Hickey and choreography 
by Jared Grimes. Musicians 
are Mark G. Meadows on pi-
ano, Michael Bowie on bass, 
Carroll “CV” Dashiel III 
on drums, Ed Walters and 
Grant Langford on reeds, 
Kieron Irvine on trumpet 
and Christopher Steele on 
trombone.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 

and culture. Visit her website 
at www.whiskandquill.com 

or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.

MISBEHAVIN FROM | 24

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER MUELLER
Iyona Blake and Solomon Parker III in Ain’t Misbehavin’at Signature Theatre. 

ARTS

Summer
CAMPSDirectory

Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information

Get a jump on summer by reserving your space 
in the Alexandria Times Camp & Enrichment 
Directory. Advertise your programs, classes, 

excursions and more.

Directory listing is free with any display ad.  
Directory listing only is available for $50.
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25

the Power of Two working for you

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz

Ana - 703.772.3526
anaandmelissa@gmail.com

Melissa - 703.407.5847
www.anaandmelissa.com

Office - 703-549-8700
121 N Pitt Street, Alexandria VA

“ Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable. ” – D.M.

ANA & MELISSA
Ana Rivas Beck, Esq
Melissa Schultz
Ana - 703.772.3526
Melissa - 703.407.5847
anaandmelissa@gmail.com
www.anaandmelissa.com

504 Allison Street - Under Contract

4109 Fort Worth Place - Under Contract

SOLD in 3 days or less with multiple offers - we can do the same for you.

SOLD
8 E. Masonic View Drive 

Alexandria

SOLD
103 West Maple Avenue

 Alexandria

SOLD
5659 Independence Circle

Alexandria
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HOMES 
EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

At Rebuilding Together  
DC Alexandria, we create 

communities where 
people of all incomes 

and cultures live in 
safe homes and neigh-

borhoods—and come 
together, neighbor helping 

neighbor.
By working yearly with 

1,100 volunteers, donors, 
and supportive partners, 

we are able to have a last-
ing impact on individuals 

and families in the Dis-
trict and Alexandria.

www.RebuildingTogetherDCA.org
703.836.1021 

Alexandria Times’  

Cause of the Month

Part 1 of 2

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

E-books may be gain-
ing popularity, and the 
hard-cover variety may not 
populate as many homes as 
in the past, but the need for 
a bookcase or two hasn’t 
waned. In fact, on retailer 
sites it’s still its own cat-
egory, sometimes teamed 
with storage and shelves, 
and the old-fashioned 
freestanding bookcase has 
been reimagined.

It’s still recognizable, 
but the tweaks have giv-
en it a range of styles and 
looks, and increased mod-
ularity has created options 
for those blessed with an 
abundance of space or 
those with serious storage 
challenges. And greater 
attention is being paid to 

its expanded function: as a 
room divider, a spot for art-
sy objects and collectibles, 
as well as for boxes or bas-
kets to corral clutter – or 
even solo as a decorative 
tour de force.

Changes are being re-
flected both in very large 
formats – single pieces or 
modules ganged together 
– or more compact, slender 
units designed for small-
scale living. A dominant 
shift has been to more open 
shelving, often resembling 
an etagere. During Euro-
Cucina, part of the massive 
Salone del Mobile show in 
Milan last spring, there 
was an abundance of these 
shelving systems that inte-
grated seamlessly into liv-
ing spaces, stylishly defin-
ing kitchens and function 
within. 

What is most striking 

about these components is 
the mix of materials: met-
al or stones and porcelains 
with wood. Often the shelv-
ing coordinated with cab-
inetry. At Veneta Cucine, 
for example, the black iron 
framework look created a 
graphic rhythm throughout 
the space. Tall, open shelv-
ing lined with weathered 
sabbia wood shelves was in 
the foreground, with medi-
um-height closed shelves 
framed in brushed stainless 
steel, the rich grain of the 
wood as a backdrop, rising 
just high enough to mask 
the work island behind it. 
The rich columnar cabi-
nets in the back, finished 
in a metallic liquid mercu-
ry look, were also framed in 
stainless steel, a handsome 
design melange.

New designs help bookcases 
hold their own

PHOTO/HERVE GOLUZA FOR HARTO
Shelving doesn’t have to be linear. Here, the French brand Harto has a little fun with intersecting poles, 
which have a bit of a retro look. The Jeanne wall shelf has delicate lines that give the structure an airy 
feel. As the design is modular, you can get creative. 

SEE SHELVES | 27
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3109 Russell Road is a 
charming Cape Cod with love-
ly and inviting landscaping, 
particularly the peonies and 
hydrangeas that bloom each 
spring. Plantation shutters 
and a new walkway compli-
ment a brick exterior. The 
three-bedroom, two-bath 
Mount Ida home boasts an ex-
tensive list of updates includ-
ing a completely renovated 
kitchen and upper bath. Ad-
ditional lighting enhances the 
ambiance of the living room 
and spacious first floor bed-
room. New ceiling fans cool 
both second floor bedrooms 
and sunroom.  

Find plenty of space for 
playtime, hobby crafting, 
work and storage in the fin-
ished basement with a full 
bath. The water heater and 

furnace pump, both essen-
tial appliances, were replaced 
within the last five years. 

The private backyard is 
fenced and a newly installed 
three-foot retaining wall cre-
ates a two-tiered yard featur-
ing a stone patio.

3109 Russell Road is conve-

niently close to I-395 and Rea-
gan National Airport. It’s only 
a short distance from Brad-
dock Road Metro, and the bus 
stop is just a few houses away.  

This listing will be active 
at the end of March. Please in-
quire with the LizLuke Team 
for an exclusive sneak peek.

HOME OF THE WEEK

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMES 

HOMEOWNERS! Don’t let the winter blues get you down! Call us 
now to ask about our interior winter discount!

Address: 3109 Russell Road
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Built in: 1935
Lot size: .23 acre lot
Square footage: 
1,395 square feet
Subdivision: Mount Ida
Price: Please inquire; 

active March 2019
Contact: 
Elizabeth Lucchesi, 
Realtor®, VA & DC
The LizLuke Team of Long & 
Foster, Old Town Alexandria 
703.868.5676
lizluke.com

Left:  Charm-
ing Cape Cod 
with plantation 
shutters.
Far left: Stone 
patio and 
privacy fence 
offer a private 
space to relax.

PHOTOS/TRU-
PLACE FOR THE 
LIZLUKE TEAM

AT A GLANCE

That emphasis on mod-
ern design has affected 
shelving throughout the 
home, by providing riffs 
on the familiar bookcase 
and etagere mix materials, 
sometimes more than two; 
introducing color and vary-
ing the heights and widths 
of dividers and using asym-
metry; and cantilevering, 
which unexpectedly throws 
off the accustomed formula. 

Other approaches in-
clude undulating within 
the format or the shape it-
self, which adds a dynamic 
that commands the eye, and 
playing with positive and 
negative spaces, which of-
fers both closed and open 
options, sometimes with 

sliding panels that can 
change up the look.

Additional ways book-
shelves can lend a modern 
look include patterning 
accents, such as opaque 
shades that lend a decora-
tive element that stand out, 
even when nothing is in the 
cubbies, and using leaning 
ladder styles that suggest a 
relaxed, casual look. 

Wall-hung shelving has 
also morphed. While float-
ing shelves have been an 
option for some time, now 
the shelves themselves are 
being housed in frames that 
may emphasize shape.

Color alone can be pivot-
al, as anyone who has ever 
painted a built-in bookcase 
a bold color like apple green 
or cobalt blue can attest. 

Manufacturers more and 
more are offering choic-
es. A new series at Ligne 
Roset called Book and Look 
has several configurations, 
available in fashion-for-
ward colors like mustard 
and khaki, with an option 
of ganging all together for 
pop. Harto’s Edgar shelv-
ing actually is a furniture 
hybrid: an open console on 
legs, with a column rising 
from the right side, and bold 
blue panels to the left and at 
the base of the column.

Whether sleek and mod-
ern, or bold and colorful, 
bookcases have arrived as 
style elements that go well 
beyond their functionality. 
Next week’s column will 
explore new patterns and 
forms in bookcases.

SHELVES FROM | 26

PHOTO/ROCHE BOBOIS
Sliding partitions that are integral to traditional Japanese archi-
tecture inspired the Dojo bookcase from Marcel Wanders’ Globe 
Trotter collection for Roche Bobois. It features five black shelves, 
four mobile geometric shapes on the front and three fixed geometric 
shapes in the back. It’s available in oak or glossy lacquer. The bold 
color is Daquacryl, a high-gloss veneer, and the round mirror comes 
in silvery bronze (shown) or light silver. 

Charming Cape Cod on Russell Road
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FEBRUARY 21

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE DURING THE 
CIVIL WAR WITH AUDREY 
DAVIS In celebration of Black 
History Month, Audrey Davis, the 
executive director of the Alexandria 
Black History Museum, will lead 
a conversation on the African-
American experience during the 
Civil War. The lives of Contrabands 
in occupied Alexandria, how they 
worked, survived and succeeded 
in moving towards freedom will be 
discovered. As the only Alexandrian 
that consulted in the hit PBS 
mini-series Mercy Street, she will 
lend insight into the making of the 
show. Tickets are $15 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Fine Arts 
Association, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

FEBRUARY 23

ANNUAL WASHINGTON’S 
BIRTHDAY GALA Attend George 
Washington’s annual birthday gala 
at the masonic memorial. The event 
is formal, white tie optional. There 
will be a reception at 5:30 p.m., 
entertainment in the Memorial 
Theater at 6:45 p.m. and a banquet 
in the Memorial’s Grand Masonic 
Hall at 7:30 p.m. The presentation 
of the George Washington 
Memorial Award will take place 
during the banquet. Tickets are 
$150. Reservations are required. 
To purchase tickets, visit www.
gwmemorial.org or call 703-683-
2007.
Time: 5:30 to 10 p.m.

Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Dr.
Information: www.gwmemorial.org 

ALEXANDRIA BIG BAND 
WINTER BASH Get ready to hear 
some of the biggest number one hits 
by the biggest stars in Alexandria’s 
fun-filled Big Band Winter Bash. 
The Alexandria Citizens Swing Band 
will rock out on the Beatles’ “Can’t 
Buy Me Love” and Neil Diamond’s 
“Sweet Caroline.” They’ll pump 
out Petula Clark’s “Don’t Sleep In 
the Subway Darling” and deliver in 
perfect rhythm George Gershwin’s 
“I Got Rhythm.” Plus, swing with 
the super stars: Glenn Miller, Frank 
Sinatra, Duke Ellington, Irving Berlin 
and a few more surprises. Bring 
the whole family to enjoy the hour-
long concert, and introduce a new 
generation to great music.
Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Location: Del Ray United Methodist 
Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: 703-920-8675

UNDER THE SAME ROOF: 
ENSLAVED AND FREE 
SERVANTS AT THE LEE-
FENDALL HOUSE Explore the Lee-
Fendall House from the perspectives 
of the enslaved and free African 
Americans who lived and worked 
in the home as domestic servants, 
both before and after the Civil War. 
This acclaimed tour presents a 
fuller story of the many people who 
shaped this house over its long 
history. Tickets are $8 in advance or 
$10 at the door.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House and 
Museum, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov 

VIRGINIA CRAFT SPIRITS 
ROADSHOW Calling all lovers 
of local spirits to join the Virginia 
Craft Spirits Roadshow. Tickets 
will include all samples of artisan 
spirits as well as 
craft cocktails from 
numerous Virginia 
distilleries. Purchase 
any bottles to take 
home. They can 
be stored at the 
concierge station 
during the event. 
Guests can sip on 
spirits neat and 
also enjoy those 
same spirits as 
craft cocktails while 
engaging with Virginia 
distillers firsthand. 
Twenty one and over 
only.
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Location: 5380 
Eisenhower Ave., 
Suite C
Information: www.
virginiaspirits.org

OPENING EXPO 
FOR PATRICK 
HENRY REC 
CENTER The City of 
Alexandria invites the 
public to celebrate 
the opening of the 
new Patrick Henry 
Recreation Center. 
The opening expo 
will feature free 
activities for all ages, including class 
demonstrations, fitness demos, soft 
play room use, exhibitors, summer 
camp information, facility tours, 
face painting, DJ music and a meet 
and greet with center staff. Ongoing 

class demonstrations will include 
yoga, boxing, creative arts, tumbling, 
martial arts, tai chi, basketball, 
performing arts and more.
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Location: Patrick Henry School and 
Rec Center, 4653 Taney Ave.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
SYMPOSIUM The theme of 
the 2019 George Washington 
Symposium is “George Washington: 
Symbol of an Age.” The symposium 
will take place as part of the 
George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial’s celebration 
of Washington’s birthday. The 
George Washington Symposium 
is held annually on Washington’s 
birthday to provide the public with 
enlightening contemporary research 
on the life of George Washington. 
Mark Tabbert, the Memorial’s 
director of collections, serves as the 
symposium’s master of ceremonies. 
Admission is free, and free parking 
is available. Attendees are asked to 
preregister at www.gwmemorial.org. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Dr.
Information: www.gwmemorial.org

MADEIRA TASTING Learn about 
early seaports in America through 
the lens of Alexandria’s recent 
archaeological excavations as you 
sample the Rare Wine Company’s 
“Historic Madeira Series.” Taste 
a variety of madeira wines from 
Rare Wine, Inc. that were created 
specifically to showcase regional 
preferences along the nation’s 
coastline from Boston to Savannah.

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov 

FEBRUARY 24

MIKAH MEYER SPEAKS 
AT FAIRLINGTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH Mikah 
Meyer, national parks adventurer 
and National Cathedral countertenor 
singer, will share music and a 
message inspired by his nonstop, 
three-year road trip to all 418 
National Park Service sites. As 
heard on NPR, Mikah has spent the 
past 34 months living in a cargo 
van while attempting to set a world 
record as the youngest person to 
visit all 418 National Park Service 
sites. He’s using the media attention 
to share a carpe diem message 
inspired by his father’s early passing 
from cancer, to provide a positive 
image of LGBT people and to foster 
acceptance for LGBT Christians. 
Come hear how the church has 
played an inspiring role in this 
project. Mikah will help Fairlington 
UMC celebrate its sixth year as a 
reconciling congregation. A light 
lunch and special Q&A session will 
be held after services.
Time: 9:30 and 11 a.m. services; 
12:15 p.m. for Q&A
Location: Fairlington United 
Methodist Church, 3900 King St.
Information: fairlingtonumc.org

LIT MAG CORNER Join Old Town 
Books for a discussion of selected 

CALENDAR

SEE CALENDAR | 29

SUMMER CAMP IS BETTER WITH FRIENDS 

YMCA ALEXANDRIA 703.838.8085 
REGISTER TODAY FOR THE BEST SUMMER EVER 
ymcadc.org/locations/ymca-alexandria/ 

Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.

Information: www.nvfaa.org/events/ 
tom-teasley-and-chao-tian

FEBRUARY 28

TOM TEASLEY AND 
CHAO TIAN MUSICAL 
PERFORMANCE Two 
local music icons, world 
percussionist Tom Teasley and 
Chinese dulcimer specialist 
Chao Tian, showcase 
tunes from their recent 
collaboration, “Dong Xi.” 
Teasley blends centuries-old 
percussion traditions with 
digital technology to create 
ancient and futuristic virtual 
ensembles, while Chao 
Tian has toured throughout 
the world as the leader of 
the Always Folk Ensemble, 
bringing her virtuosic talent 
on the dulcimer to people 
in more than 30 different 
countries.
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Winter Inspections 
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

IVYHILLCEMETERY.NET
703.549.7413

2823 King Street, Alexandria

writing from Guernica Magazine, to 
be followed by a Q&A with a senior 
nonfiction editor from the magazine. 
Lit Mag Corner is hosted by local 
writer and bookstagrammer Phoebe 
Gennardo. This new monthly event is 
held book-club-style: Everybody will 
read the same few magazine pieces 
then meet in the store for a group 
discussion. Lit Mag Corner focuses 
on emerging voices from the area’s 
best-known literary magazines 
and beyond. New writers curious 
about what it takes to break into 
literary magazines are welcome. 
Come along and explore the current 
literary landscape by reading 
widely and critically from a range of 
publications. This event is free and 
open to all – no writing experience 
necessary.
Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Old Town Books, 104 S. 
Union St.
Information: www.oldtownbooks.
com

FEBRUARY 28

2019 NATIONAL BLACK HIV/
AIDS AWARENESS DAY FILM 
Attend a film screening of “Thicker 
Than Blood” in recognition of 
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day. The event will highlight the 
stigma and challenges of living 
with HIV today, while increasing 
awareness about the barriers 
faced by HIV positive and LGBTQ 
community members. Facilitators 
will lead discussion immediately 
following the movie. Light 
refreshments will be served prior to 
the movie, and free HIV testing will 
be available. 
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Lee Center, 1108 
Jefferson St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

MARCH 1

FOR THE ARTIST ART EXHIBIT 
OPENING RECEPTION The “For 
The Artist” exhibit, which lasts from 
March 1 to 31, will feature artwork 
that Del Ray Artisans members have 
always dreamed of creating. The 
diversity of expression and creativity 
in this exhibit will be inspiring 
to artists and art appreciators 
alike. Two and three-dimensional 
works, paintings, mixed media and 
photography will be on exhibit. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Colasanto Center, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: delrayartisans.org/
exhibits 

MESSIAH CONCERT Blessed 
Sacrament Festival Choir and 
Orchestra will give a complete 
performance of “Messiah,” a sacred 
oratorio by George Frideric Handel, 
at Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church. Soloists are members of the 
Washington National Opera and San 
Francisco Opera. All concerts are 

free. A free-will offering is taken up 
at the door. 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Braddock 
Road
Information: Contact John McCrary, 
703-998-6100 ext. 103

THE FEMININE SIDE OF THE 
TAVERN Discover the many roles 
women played in tavern life. This 
tour challenges assumptions about 
a woman’s role in the 18th century 
and how women interacted with the 
tavern, a place commonly assumed 
to be just for men. Advance 
purchase of tickets recommended. 
Limited space available.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

MARCH 2

HOME WITH THE HERBERTS 
John Carlyle’s son-in-law, William 
Herbert, immigrated to America 
from Ireland and married Sarah 
Carlyle. He became an influential 
merchant, banker and politician in 
Alexandria, resigning as mayor on 
the eve of the War of 1812. Step 
back in time to see what life was like 
in the 19th century in Alexandria 
and to learn more about this part 
of Carlyle’s family life. Admission is 
free, but donations are welcome.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle House Historic 
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.com/
parks/carlyle-house-historic-park

LETTERA AMOROSA: 17TH-
CENTURY ITALIAN ARIAS Rising 
French star mezzo-soprano Anna 
Reinhold, twice-Grammy-nominated 
harpsichordist Jory Vinikour and 
theorbo player Deborah Fox perform 
a beautiful program of 17th-century 
Italian songs and keyboard solos, 
including works by Monteverdi, 
Cavalli, Frescobaldi, Strozzi and 
others.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/events/

ALEXANDRIA ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE Visitors and 
residents are invited to don their 
green and line King Street in 
Old Town to kick off the region’s 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations at 
the 38th Annual Alexandria St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, presented 
by the Ballyshaners, a nonprofit 
organization that aims to promote 
and preserve Irish heritage. More 
than 2,000 participants will march 
in the parade, including dog rescue 
groups, pipe and drum bands, the 
Notre Dame Alumni Band, historical 
re-enactors, Shriners and Kena cars 
and Irish dancers. Parade-goers 
come early for the Fun Dog Show 
on Market Square, which benefits 
the Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria. More than 30 costumed 

dogs will compete in a range of 
categories, including Best Human/
Canine Look-Alike, Most Talented 
and Most St. Paddy’s Spirit.
Time: Parade runs from 12:30 to 2 
p.m.; dog show runs from 11 a.m. 
to noon
Location: Old Town
Information: www.ballyshaners.org 

MARCH 10

FACETIME WITH HISTORY 
On the second Sunday of every 
month, guests will be greeted 
by a person from the past while 
journeying through the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum. In March, history 
fans can hear locals Hannah Fairfax 
Washington and her sister-in-law 
Jane Fairfax reminisce about early 
Alexandria. While the character 
varies, through conversation and 
stories, guests will deepen their 
understanding of the past and how it 
connects to today. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

MARCH 13 

MY JOURNEY WITH FABRIC: 
STITCHING STORIES THROUGH 
QUILTS Come see and learn about 
extraordinary quilts by Sandy Barrett 
Hassan. What began for this native 
Washingtonian as gift-making for 
friends in the 1970s, has now 
blossomed into a serious art form. 
Her quilts are exhibited in museums, 
featured in books and are currently 
for sale in the gift shop of the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of African American History and 
Culture. The event is free but RSVP 
is required.
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey 
House, 9000 Richmond Highway
Information: woodlawnevents@
savingplaces.org

MARCH 19

ASO SPRING RECITAL Join three 
ASO musicians for an evening of 
music and conversation. Enjoy a 
variety of solos from the classical 
tradition by Claudia Chudacoff on 
violin, Matt Harding on trumpet 
and Dean Woods on bassoon with 
accompanist Elizabeth Brown. 
Harding and Woods are sponsored 
through the Adopt a Chair program.  
Stay after to mingle with the 
musicians for a wine and dessert 
reception to be held in the lobby 
following the concert. Limited 
seating is available. Tickets are $35 
for adults and $5 for youth.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Metro Stage, 1201 N. 
Royal St.
Information: www.alexsym.org

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

A dear boy who 
was found as a 
stray.  We wish 
he could tell us 
about his past 
but he’s only 
concerned with 
his future!  He 
will be the best 
forever friend.

Perfect
PATRICK

CALENDAR
CALENDAR FROM | 28
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Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View

To the editor:
The hue and cry over a blackface photo 

in the 1984 yearbook of the Eastern Medical 
School in Norfolk, Virginia, which Governor 
Ralph Northam attended, affords an opportu-
nity for Virginians to weigh whether outrage 
or judgment should define our politics. Out-
rage displaces judgment. It fuels self-righ-
teousness, stabs at pain, stokes division and 
blocks attention to facts. 

No person seriously entertains that 
Northam is a racist now. Even whether he was 
a racist then is questionable. The photograph 
that Northam now questions is one of a num-
ber of problematic photographs of people in 
costumes in a yearbook published 35 years 
ago. What is clear is that our common judg-
ment of these photos today reflects a height-
ened and justified sensitivity to the pain that 
stereotyped images of African-Americans 
still cause and a greater historical under-
standing of how they helped enable Jim Crow 
segregation – Jim Crow being a rural blackface 
stereotype in 19th-century minstrel shows. 

From the reporting to date, it appears 
that a medical classmate of Northam deeply 
opposed to abortion contacted the editor of 
Big League Politics, a small website aligned 
with Virginia’s GOP, regarding the yearbook 

images. Posting the images has in fact pro-
duced the outrage Big League Politics hoped 
to generate. 

The outrage seems to have blocked any 
questioning of how a decades-old yearbook 
might cast light on Northam’s views on pend-
ing abortion legislation. Northam’s views are 
complex and grounded. As a pediatric neuro-
surgeon, Northam has, through his practice, 
a deeper understanding than most that deci-
sions to abort are deeply painful and person-
al. How images from a decades-old yearbook 
could ever illuminate issues surrounding 
abortion is a mystery and was clearly not a 
concern for Big League Politics.

In this context, it is worthwhile to recall 
that then-candidate Barack Obama had to 
contend with controversial statements by the 
pastor of his church in Chicago, The Rev. Jer-
emiah Wright. Prodded by that controversy, 
candidate Obama delivered a brilliant speech 
aimed at healing wounds that more recent 
candidates have preferred to prod. 

Like Obama then, Northam now has an 
opportunity for civic leadership when, out of 
fear or blindness, too many of our political 
leaders are shying away.

-Tal Day,
Alexandria

This is Gov. Northam’s  
chance for real leadership

Balancing competing demands is one of the most difficult 
tasks of government at any level.

Parceling out pieces of the proverbial pie – whether it’s bud-
gets, services or amenities – is often seen as a zero-sum endeav-
or. People from different parts of town or people with competing 
priorities view their own, often narrow perspective as para-
mount.

Just such an issue is currently causing controversy: the pilot 
pay-for-parking program in Old Town that is on the docket for 
Saturday’s public hearing. Staff recommends not only making 
the program permanent, but also expanding it to other parts of 
the city.

How can Alexandrians, our leaders as well as regular citizens, 
balance controversial and often complex issues like this that 
wind up pitting individuals, groups or sectors against one other? 

First, in our era of relativity, it’s important to note that not 
all claims on the pie are equal. Our elected leaders get paid the 
“big bucks” to discern what’s most important when competing 
interests clash. 

It will probably come as no surprise to frequent readers of the 
Times that we think the livability concerns of those most impact-
ed by decisions should generally take precedence. 

That doesn’t mean minor complaints or inconveniences 
should stop most development or other change. But it does mean 
that when the quality of life in a neighborhood is threatened, 
when that neighborhood is increasingly unlivable, then the con-
cerns of those neighbors should take precedence. In our automo-
bile-dependent society, not being able to park within blocks of 
your own home meets that threshold.

Such is the case currently in Old Town and increasingly in Del 
Ray, which is why this pilot pay-to-park program was launched 
in 2016. 

The cynics among us might simply view this program as a 
money-grab by the city – after all, city coffers now receive pay-
ments from visitors to Old Town that they previously didn’t. 
However, the amount of money at stake, roughly $8,000 in an-
nual revenue per block, means this program would have to grow 
exponentially to generate enough money to make that the main 
motivating factor.

As our page one story, “Parking pilot sparks tensions” illus-
trates, the program has achieved its desired aim of making park-
ing more accessible to residents on blocks where it’s been imple-
mented.

The competing interests in this instance are businesses, 
whose patrons must now park further away or else incur a new 
cost, and visitors, who are likewise impacted.

This issue, like most, is multi-faceted and the program has 
had several unintended consequences:

• It is difficult for the elderly, who are often not technologi-
cally adept, to use.

• It has depressed attendance at St. Paul’s church, the first 
house of worship to fall within the program’s boundaries.

• The kiosks, which are used to pay if people don’t use the 

Residential parking is 
a core livability issue

SEE OUR VIEW | 32
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

In January 2018, my office imple-
mented our new Mental Health Initia-
tive, a collaboration with a number of 
city agencies that aims to provide treat-
ment and services to defendants suffer-
ing from a mental crisis. Specifically, the 
MHI seeks to avoid incarceration and, 
where possible, convictions in those 
cases where the interest in community 
safety can be served by pretrial services, 
mental health treatment and probation 
monitoring. 

Any adult defendant who 
has a serious mental illness 
that contributed to a criminal 
act is eligible for consideration 
to join the MHI. Additional-
ly, defendants who served in 
the armed services and suffer 
from PTSD or Traumatic Brain 
Injury are eligible. If the crime 
involved a victim, the victim’s 
input is solicited. In order to be accept-
ed into the program, the defendant and 
his or her attorney must agree to partic-
ipate. Priority is given to non-violent of-
fenders and no one who injured another 
person is eligible.

Data is in on the MHI’s first year. Due 
to privacy concerns and the well-being 
of those involved in the program, specif-
ic cases or names can’t be disclosed. The 
program has been administered by my 
Chief Deputy Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney, Molly Sullivan, who compiled the 
first-year statistical analysis below. 

During 2018, 47 defendants were ad-
opted into the MHI. The Commonwealth 
Attorney’s office worked closely with 
allied professionals, including members 
of the city’s Community Services Board, 
the Magistrate’s Office, Local Probation 
and Adult Probation and Parole, to effec-
tively serve these program participants. 
To date, 13 participants have successful-
ly completed the program, meaning that 
they have complied with all conditions of 
treatment and have not committed any 
new offenses during their supervision.

Nine additional participants have 
compliance review dates in the near 
future and we anticipate all will suc-
cessfully complete the program within 

90 days. Fifteen more participants are 
currently in active treatment with target 
completion dates farther out, but these 
participants are doing well in the pro-
gram and will likely complete it success-
fully. If so, as many as 37 of the first 47 
participants may successfully complete 
the MHI within the first two years of its 
existence. 

Only five cases at this point can be 
classified as unsuccessful, in that the 
participant did not complete the pro-

gram. The final five cases are 
in wait-and-see mode – these 
participants have experienced 
some setbacks in their treat-
ment but continue to address 
their mental health diagnoses 
and may soon be able to suc-
cessfully complete the pro-
gram. Just about half of the 
program participants have re-

ceived services through the Alexandria 
Community Services Board while others 
are undergoing treatment in adjacent ju-
risdictions. 

I also note that other localities are in-
terested in the MHI, which was recently 
the subject of a presentation at a state-
wide conference in Blacksburg, Virgin-
ia. Representatives from my office, the 
Magistrate’s Office and the Community 
Services Board described our program 
and detailed several anonymized case 
studies in an effort to explain our par-
adigm. As our program establishes its 
efficacy through statistics, it will hope-
fully expand to other jurisdictions inter-
ested in addressing the intersection of 
mental health and criminal justice. 

As I have previously noted, when a 
citizen successfully completes the MHI, 
all interested stakeholders can be consid-
ered winners. The citizen wins because 
he or she has finally obtained treatment 
to address a mental health diagnosis, so-
ciety wins because the citizen will likely 
not recidivate and law enforcement wins 
because it can focus its resources on vio-
lent criminals. 

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria. 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

Mental health initiative 
helps all stakeholders

BRYAN PORTER

To the editor:
The Feb. 7 Times editorial, “Vi-

brancy must be balanced with liva-
bility,” characterized an intriguing 
tension between vitality and livabil-
ity in Alexandria. But the two mani-
fest a core commonality. In each, the 
city would physically be generating 
a high level of energy, and hence, 
change. 

Change works on systems. With-
out sounding too pedantic, a sys-
tem is any pattern of information 
that manipulates energy to perform 
work. In an efficient system, infor-
mation coordinates work on initial 
energy to create more subsequent 
energy. 

An example of a system is the 
relationship between the brain and 
our muscles when performing a task 
like hunting. If we spend too much 
energy pursuing a rabbit, the energy 
from calories obtained is less than 
that spent. The same principle of 
economy applies to information and 
work.

Imagine a brain that acts by rea-
son instead of instinct when hunt-
ing. This increase in information 
cost would consume more energy 
but would presumably get fewer net 
calories. Finally, consider if we nev-
er felt fatigue in our exertions. We 
would fast wear out our muscles: in-
creasing work and sharply reducing 
energy metabolism soon thereafter.

The above limitations in a sys-
tem are also true when applied to 
Alexandria, even if a city is more 

complex. We can spend too much 
energy on nonessential projects. We 
can reduce information efficiency 
with too many redundant or harm-
ful ordinances. And when we numb 
our sense of total work exertion, we 
can fast rip through and damage our 
ability to obtain and use energy. 

The result of violating this basic 
economy of relationships is spend-
ing energy, not to grow net energy, 
but to pay for information costs and 
strain work limits. This cycle can 
rapidly dissipate energy, moving in 
a very short time between the ap-
pearance of progress and a sudden 
correction. 

Livability and vitality are right-
fully seen by council as positive steps 
forward. But to focus too intently on 
the slider between them is to miss 
and neglect the foundation shared 
by each. They are the surface-level 
products of spending energy to make 
net energy for this city. They are not 
referenda on whether we want the 
city to change or not. Change will 
come inevitably, as it always does. 
How we handle this change, in oth-
er words, how we spend the energy 
it can produce, is the real question. 

So next time you assess a pro-
posal, whether for stricter or looser 
guidelines, more or less engagement 
or greater or fewer liabilities, try ask-
ing how the proposal changes our 
city’s balance between energy, work 
and information.

-Kevin Dunne,
Alexandria 

What vitality and 
livability share  

To the editor:
Recently it dawned on me  that  

with all the ideas flowing into the 
city  about  alternatives  to  bolster 
the  traffic flow for the  businesses 
that depend largely on the Metro 
that the soon-to-come  shutdown 
of the service has one thing left 
that has not been explored and if 
it has,  it  was done when we didn’t 

need it. 
I’m talking about  not just  the  

buses running more frequent-
ly, but  to keep the  tree lights on 
through the Metro closure  from 
Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
It seems to me that the rustle of 
the leaves in the summer will 

Keep Alexandria’s lights on

SEE LIGHTS | 32
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
Do you think the city’s pilot parking program, which 
enables residents in Old Town to request pay-by-
phone parking on their blocks, should be extended?
A) Yes, there’s not enough parking on blocks close to 
King Street. Residents have a difficult time parking 
near their houses and this is helping.
B) No, it’s bad for Old Town businesses if there’s no free 
street parking nearby. Shoppers go elsewhere if they 
have to pay.
C) I’m not sure.

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week
Do you plan to attend any of the 
upcoming events celebrating George 
Washington’s birthday?
64% - I won’t be attending any event. 
25% - I plan to attend the parade in Old Town.
9% - I plan to attend another George 
Washington-related event.
1% - I plan to attend the Birthnight Ball.
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In 1871, after the City of Alexan-
dria acquired a second steam fire en-
gine, a new company formed to be-
come the Columbia Steam Engine Fire 
Company. Initially it occupied the old 
Star Firehouse on the east side of the 
100 block of South St. Asaph Street, 
and in 1883, a new station across the 
street at 109 S. Asaph St. was built for 
Columbia No. 4.

The front façade of the Columbia 
Firehouse featured rounded arches 
typical of Richardsonian Romanesque 
design that was in style at the time, as 
well as quoining on the corners and 
around the lower arches. These bays 
would be squared off in later decades 
to accommodate motorized equipment 
and other apparatus.

A year after Columbia moved in, 
a brick tower reaching about 75 feet 
high was constructed above the ad-

jacent alley to the north. The tower, 
which housed hosing and a bell, is 
seen in the restored photograph to the 
left, taken around 1919. In the early 
1930s, the top of the tower – made of 
wood covered in sheet metal – had to 
be removed for safety reasons. A cou-
ple decades later, the old tower was re-
moved and replaced with a smaller one 
to the rear.

The company moved into a modern 
facility on Second Street in the early 
1960s, and in 1978, the old Columbia 
Firehouse was sold with the condition 
that it not be demolished or and have 
its historic façade destroyed. Since 
then it has been home to popular 
restaurants like Portner’s and Book-
binder’s, and now Columbia Firehouse.

Out of the Attic is provided by the
Office of Historic Alexandria.

Columbia Firehouse

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Columbia Firehouse.

smart-phone app, are intrusive and 
inappropriate in historic neighbor-
hoods.

We think this parking crunch has 
multiple causes. Prior city councils were 
short-sighted in approving parking re-
ductions for every development special 
use permit that came before them, go-
ing back years. The last council made a 
bad trend worse by approving parking 
reductions citywide for new develop-
ments and redevelopment projects. 
Also, signage for Old Town’s parking 
garages is inadequate, meaning people 

who might otherwise get their vehicles 
off the streets don’t.

As Alexandria’s waterfront contin-
ues to redevelop, Old Town’s parking 
crunch is going to get worse. And as Del 
Ray gains more development projects, 
parking is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult there. Residents within a few-block 
radius of significant development, re-
gardless of where in the city they reside, 
must be protected. 

While we don’t love it, and certainly 
some of the unintended consequences 
need to be addressed, pay-to-park is the 
best option on the table. It should be 
made permanent.

OUR VIEW FROM | 30

make the lights sparkle even more and 
the glimmer will inspire those who do 
come to see the new city and the new 
river front all lit up like other famous 
cities. 

So, what I’m trying to say is don’t 
turn off the lights. Keep the city lights 
on.  The entire city needs to sparkle, 
not just the riverfront and we are so 
happy with that. We must remember 
there is more to Alexandria than the 
waterfront.

-David Martin,
Alexandria
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Larry Watson passed 
away on Feb. 13, 2019, at his 
home in Alexandria. Octa 
Raby Watson, his wife of 
more than 57 years, was at 
his side. He is survived by 
Octa, his children, Shannon 
Lynne Watson and Lawrence 
H. Watson III (Valarie Ev-
ans), and his grandchildren, 
Nathaniel Guthrie and Eliza 
Ashby Watson, to whom he 
was “Padre.” Born in Cam-
bridge, Maryland on Jan. 4, 
1931, Larry was the son of 
the late Ruth Guthrie and 
Lawrence Hemphill Watson 
Sr. of Appomattox, Virginia. 
A longtime resident of Alex-
andria, Larry was a leader in 
the Alexandria Kiwanis Club 
and First Baptist Church Al-
exandria. He graduated from 
Appomattox High School in 
1947 and from the U.S. Na-
val Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, in 1953. He earned 
his MBA from the University 
of Richmond in Richmond, 
Virginia. Commissioned in 

the U.S. Navy in June 1953, 
he is a veteran of the Kore-
an War and was honorably 
discharged as a lieutenant 
in 1978. He was a friend to 
all who knew him. An inurn-
ment at Arlington National 
Cemetery will take place at 
a date and time to be deter-
mined. In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that contri-
butions be made in Larry’s 
memory to the Scholarship 
Fund of Alexandria, 3330 
King St., Alexandria, VA 
22302 (alexscholarshipfund.
org/donate).

Obituary
Lawrence “Larry” Hemphill 

Watson, Jr. dies at 88

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Town. While kiosks would 
help seniors, many Old 
Town residents say that the 
structures would disturb 
the historic fabric of their 
streets.

“I don’t want this to turn 
into a modern mall where 
slowly but surely the fab-
ric is built over or removed 
until the historic aspects 
become subverted,” Rob-
ert Ray, owner of Cavalier 
Antiques and an Old Town 
resident, said.

The city maintains that 
kiosks are not part of the 
vision for the program. 

“As part of the pilot pro-
gram we committed that 
we would not be adding 
kiosks, the pay stations, to 
residential blocks,” Katye 
North, Mobility Services 
division chief, said.

In the middle of all these 
competing viewpoints 
stands St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. The church fronts 
South Pitt Street, a pay-
by-phone block, making 
St. Paul’s the first house of 
worship affected by the pi-
lot program. 

“Suddenly there was a 
deterrent or people were 
fearful of getting tickets, 
which they hadn’t been 
worried about before,” Ju-
nior Warden Lisa Eskew 
said.

Caught between the 

needs of its parishioners 
and neighbors, St. Paul’s is 
trying to find compromise 
in the middle of a polariz-
ing issue.

“Our perspective on this 
is to try to make things 
as open and accessible as 
possible, while at the same 
time trying to keep the bal-
ance of our neighbors hap-
py, which is why we didn’t 
come out in opposition to 
the program,” Eskew said.

The church is working 
with the city to find middle 
ground where possible. St. 
Paul’s sent a letter to the 
Traffic and Parking Board 
on Jan. 24 advocating for 
potential solutions, includ-
ing free parking on Sundays 
until 1 p.m. for churchgo-
ers, reduced garage prices 
and, much to the dismay of 

many parishioners and res-
idents, the potential place-
ment of a kiosk near the 
church. 

“Achieving that balance 
of being good neighbors, 
meeting the needs of our 
parish, meeting the needs 
of our community which we 
serve. It’s not easy,” Eskew 
said. No decision has yet 
been made on any of the 
suggestions.

As controversy contin-
ues to surround the pay-by-
phone program, Old Town 
residents, community orga-
nizations and a city coun-
cil made up of mostly new 
members ready themselves 
for the upcoming public 
hearing. T&ES staff will 
present the pilot program to 
city council at the hearing.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PARKING FROM | 14

choices about how to  
allocate limited resourc-
es,” he said in a statement. 
“Faced with slow economic 
growth in the region, Al-
exandria is no exception. 
Because we have worked 
thoughtfully together to 
express our values and pri-
oritize our investments, we 
have been able to maintain 
core services while pursu-
ing progressive goals.”

In response to the pre-
sentation, city council 

members expressed few, if 
any, questions and concerns 
about the proposed budget. 
However, Jinks’ presenta-
tion was just the beginning 
of a three-month-long bud-
get adoption process.

“I am thankful to our 
city manager and city staff 
for their hard work in pre-
paring a budget that was 
responsive to council’s 
guidance,” Mayor Justin 
Wilson said in a statement. 
“I am especially appre-
ciative that the manager 
prioritized our growing 

schools in this budget. Now 
the council’s hard work be-
gins as we work to balance 
our community’s priorities 
in a constrained revenue 
environment.” 

In the coming months, 
council will hold 10 work 
sessions to review the pro-
posed budget. There will 
be a public budget presen-
tation at Charles Houston 
Recreation Center on Feb. 
28. Council is scheduled 
to adopt a final budget on 
May. 1. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

BUDGET FROM | 10

FILE PHOTO
Opponents of the pay-by-phone program are concerned it could 
affect local businesses, exclude seniors and impact community 
organizations like St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
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Weekly Words

32. Misfortunes
33. Pile of snowballs, perhaps
34. Ratify
35. Docent’s offering
36. Cajun veggie
37. Crusade against
38. Spotter?
43. Pan Am competitor
44. Half a carpenter’s dovetail
45. Thus far
46. Risks
48. Unable to sit still
49. Warthog features
50. Swimmer once thought to aid 

navigators
51. Not many
52. Loch ___ monster
54. As late as, informally
55. Employ
59. Storefront overhang
60. Sending the same email to
61. Pitching pro
62. Pitching pro’s patter
64. “Just saying,” in texts
65. Mischievous Norse god
66. Hangs on to
67. “She’s ___” (Tom Jones hit)
68. Fluish
69. (U r a riot!)
74. Mall booth
75. With difficulty

77. ‘50s dance party
78. Try to win over
80. Diva’s solo
81. Ownership document
83. Julius Caesar’s first name
84. British boys school
85. Anti-rash powder
86. Airport checkpoint agcy.
89. Trying people?
90. The whole megillah
91. Bunny slope conveyance
92. Recite robotically
93. Just so
95. Stereotypical ‘80s Beemer 

driver
96. Desert one’s post
98. Armor sound
99. Warthog features
100. Maintain a hedge
101. Ink mishap
105. “Buzz off!”
106. Cedar Rapids’ state
107. Without sparkle
108. Midwest ice cream brand
110. Tiny, quickly
112. Imprecise no.
113. P, to Plato
114. Roulette color

COME TO OUR GARAGE SALE! 
by Matthew Sewell and Brad Wilber, edited by David Steinberg

ACROSS
1. Large gap, in typesetting
8. Impressive opera note
13. Fumbled one’s chance
19. Beneficial
21. Yelling, as a crowd
22. Sonia Sotomayor, e.g.
23. Take our cue and buy this ___
25. Ones putting people in their 
place?
26. Whom Dory found, in film
27. Ancient Norse saga
28. Moisten during roasting
30. Spiky succulent
31. Never miss a date thanks to 
this ___
35. Cast a long shadow, say
39. Dog owner’s “Here!”
40. MLK Day’s weekday, briefly
41. ‘60s antiwar grp.
42. Approved
43. The other guys
44. Keyboard sounds
47. Impulse
48. Sizzle in the kitchen with this 
___
53. “Insecure” actress Issa
54. Skipjack and albacore
56. “In ___ case ...”
57. Bitter conflict
58. Cummerbund’s place

60. Boats stored upside down
63. Specks in la mer
64. Bolster your decor with these 
___
70. Threadbare
71. Connecticut Ivy Leaguers
72. Gamer’s lament
73. Mardi Gras song with an echoic 
title
76. News crew vehicle
77. Nifty
79. Short-lived obsession
82. Be a champion woodworker 
with this ___
86. It’s pumped up
87. “Gently!”
88. Carne asada holder
89. Longtime CBS dog
91. Occupy a throne
94. ___ Lanka
95. The sun in “sunny-side up”
96. Arthurian grail-quest figure
97. Serve stunning eggnog in this 
___
102. Slanted type (Abbr.)
103. Seize wrongfully
104. Neutrogena rival
105. Stand (with)
109. Final tallies
111. Protect your family from surg-
es with this ___

115. Close soccer result
116. Stuffed deli item
117. Detached forcibly
118. How often “Time” comes out
119. Handle
120. Timothy Leary dropped them

DOWN
1. “SportsCenter” airer
2. Zebra mama
3. Thin
4. “The Godfather” author Mario
5. Had a bite
6. Frolicked
7. Worn away
8. Fedora or fez
9. Nest egg letters
10. Talk turkey?
11. Kosher, in Islam
12. Musical opposite of dimin.
13. Colorful flower worshipped in 

ancient Egypt
14. ___ Cruces
15. “First Reformed” star Hawke
16. Brandishes
17. Bit of progress
18. Police stunners
20. “The Last Jedi” guru
24. Gate closers
29. Florida city on a bay
31. Aspiring M.A.’s hurdle

RONALD BARCKHOFF, of Alexandria, Feb. 8, 2019

FRANCIS “FRANK” BLADEN (83), formerly of 
Alexandria, Feb. 16, 2019

MALCOLM BRAXTON, of Alexandria, Feb. 14, 2019

MARIAN R. CONRAD (104), formerly of Alexandria, 
Feb. 12, 2019  

ROBERT L. KIRBY (99), of Alexandria, Feb. 10, 2019

MADGE E. MCKAY, of Alexandria, Feb. 10, 2019

LAWRENCE “LARRY” WATSON JR. (88), of Alexandria, 
Feb. 13, 2019

FLORENCE R. WEATHERFORD (81), of Alexandria, 
Feb. 17, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

CAREER TRAINING 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS

NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions to reach truck 
drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

FOR SALE
HOMEOWNERS WANTED!  
Kayak Pools looking for Demo 
Homesites to display new 
maintenance free Kayak Pools.  
Save thousands of $$.  Unique 
opportunity!  100% financing 
available.  1-888-788-5464

MANUFACTURING EQUIP-
MENT AUCTION. Tues, Feb 
19 – Thurs, Feb. 21 at 11 
a.m. Online Bidding for CNC 
Machines, Lathes, Grinders, 
Welders, Milling Machines, Hor-
izontal Presses, Drill Press and 
more! Item location: Charlottes-
ville, VA. www.Motleys.com | 
877-MOTLEYS

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide.  Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  

Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost.  No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook).  757-490-0126 Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
MARCH 2019

The items described below will 
be heard by the Planning Com-
mission and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the begin-
ning of the meeting without 
discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered sepa-
rately. The Planning Commis-
sion reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing 
to a future date. For further 
information, call the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning 
at 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2019
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUN-
CIL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The following case description 
has been revised. All other pre-
viously advertised cases for the 
above hearings remain the same.

Special Use Permit #2018-0117
3225 Colvin Street – DC Poultry 
Market
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request for a special 
use permit to operate a retail 
shopping establishment and 
a butchery with live poultry; 
zoned: I/ Industrial.
Applicant: DC Poultry Market 
Corporation

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Re-
view on WEDNESDAY, March 
6, 2019 beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia on the following applications:

BAR #2019-00006 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 1300 & 1310 King 
Street
Applicant: 1300 King, LLC

BAR #2019-00007 OHAD
Request for concept review at 
1300 & 1310 King Street
Applicant: 1300 King, LLC 

BAR #2019-00029 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1 
Prince Street
Applicant: American Group 
Medical Association 

BAR #2019-00030 OHAD
Request for alterations at 330 
South Lee Street
Applicant’s Bob & Becky Cady 

BAR #2019-00037 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 605 Prince Street 

Applicant: Billy Klipstein, LLC

Bar #2019-00038 OHAD
Request for addition, alterations 
and rooftop HVAC waiver at 605 
Prince Street 
Applicant: Billy Klipstein, LLC 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, or at www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

Classifieds

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

ABC NOTICES

Subscribe to Alexandria Times E-edition
www.alextimes.com/sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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MCENEARNEY ASSOCIATES 
IS PROUD TO SPONSOR 

THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:

109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.549.9292 | McEnearney.comTeam@HayesWoodHomes.com | www.HayesWoodHomes.com

Chris Hayes
Lifetime Top Producer

Call/Text: 703.944.7737

Gordon Wood
Lifetime Top Producer

Call/Text: 703.447.6138

27
APRIL

Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria Gala

Hilton Alexandria Mark Center 
5000 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA 22311 

501auctions.com/sfa/tickets?type=23116

16
MARCH

Senior Services Gala
Westin Alexandria 

400 Courthouse Square 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

seniorservicesalex.org/news/gala/

3800 Chanel Road
Overlook Knolls | 22003

$715,000

COMING SOON
8302 Fox Harrow Lane

Wakefield Chapel Est | 22003
$675,000

COMING SOON
8020 Candlewood Drive

Kirk | 22306
$599,900

COMING SOON
615 S. Henry Street

Jefferson Homes | 22314
$659,000

COMING SOON
1201 S. Barton St. #131 
Arlington Village | 22204

$377,000

UNDER CONTRACT

“We have worked with HayesWood Homes three separate times to buy and sell homes. Why? 
They are dedicated experts with a unique ability to make us feel as though we were their only 
clients. They listened and knew just how to position us to make a sale or secure the house we 
wanted. It is rare to find people who have been in the real estate business this long and are still 

just as passionate and enthusiastic.” – Sara and Ansel S. 

Check out the Coming Soon Listing extravaganza below. Every listing needs some preparation before going on 
the market. Some need staging. Some need a general sprucing up. Some need extensive work. This is precisely 
why home sellers choose Hayeswood Homes and their “best contractor list in the business” to decide how to 
get their house ready for prime time, to sell quicker, for more money. Hayeswood Homes has a proven plan that 

will reduce your stress, knowing they care about you and your biggest asset. 

Call HayesWood Homes – 
We may be able to sponsor 

an event for you!

6025 Grove Drive
Belle Haven | 22306

$1,175,000

FOR SALE
6406 14th Street

New Alexandria | 22307
$519,900

COMING SOON
4415 Holborn Avenue

Wakefield Chapel Est | 22003
$675,000

COMING SOON
6702 Queens Road 

Groveton Heights | 22306
$524,900

COMING SOON
4217 Peachtree Place

Vauxcleuse | 22304
$899,000

COMING SOON

For an exceptional real estate experience...
Call HayesWood Homes at McEnearney Associates


