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High tech public  
art shines in  
Waterfront Park

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The word “lighthouse” 
typically conjures images of 
Babylonian towers guiding 
ships home. Alexandria’s lat-
est public art project, how-
ever, offers a different inter-
pretation. 

Mirror Mirror, a new 
public art project that 
opens at Waterfront Park 
this weekend, is reimagin-
ing and reinterpreting the 
lighthouse – and Old Town’s 
waterfront.

“[The idea was] not nec-
essarily a beacon or to warn 
ships but 
something 
that kind of 
marks the 
edge be-
tween land 
and water, 
which could 
also be a 
destination 
or a place that you might em-
bark for another trip or an-
other journey,” Mike Szivos, 
founder of SOFTlab, the New 
York-based design studio be-
hind the project, said.

Mirror Mirror is the 
first installment in the 
Office of the Arts’ “Site/
See: New Views in Old 
Town” public art series 
and will remain in Water-
front Park until November. 
The lighthouse-inspired 
artwork takes the form of 

Reflections 
of a city

SEE MIRROR | 12

MIKE 
SZIVOS

When an Alexandria boys’ 
recreational basketball team was 
in need of a coach, four moms 
stepped up to the challenge. 

Those four moms were all first-
time boys’ basketball coaches, but 
they ended up leading their sons’ 
team, the Devils, to a 30-19 victory 
over Patrick Henry in the 10U Boys’ 
American division championship 
at Bishop Ireton High School on 
March 16. 

The city’s youth rec basket-
ball program had 115 teams this 
year, all led by parents and other 
volunteer coaches, according to 
Program Director Tamika Cole-
man. The Devils are composed of 
9- and 10-year-olds who live in the 
George Mason district. The team 
was gearing up for the 2018-2019 
season when the dads who had 

The plays and the pep talks
Four moms lead rec basketball team to victory

BY MISSY SCHROTT

SEE BASKETBALL | 8

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Cal Lass, Teddy Burstein, Jack Lutz and Graham Farrand proudly display their 2019 rec basket-
ball championship trophies in front of their moms and coaches, Holly Lass, Sara Ford Burstein, 
Susan Lutz and Suzanne Farrand. 

Controversial vote 
sparks tensions  
on and off the dais 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City council approved the 
controversial permit for a 
live poultry butcher shop on 
Colvin Street at its Tuesday 
night legislative meeting, 
just 10 days after a motion 
to pass had died for lack of a 
second at the March 16 pub-
lic hearing.

Councilors John Chap-
man and Canek Aguirre 
had been absent on March 
16, and rather than defeat 
the measure at that time, 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker and Councilors 
Amy Jackson and Del Pepper 
voted to defer the measure to 
Tuesday’s meeting.

The special use permit, 
which was submitted by the 
family-owned halal meat 
market company DC Poultry 
Market, known as Saba Live 
Poultry in other jurisdic-
tions, has drawn the ire of 
residents and nearby busi-
ness owners over the last few 
weeks. 

The proposed market 
would house and butcher live 
poultry according to the ha-
lal method, a process of meat 
preparation under Islamic 
law that ensures the humane 
treatment of animals during 
the process, according to the 

Council 
approves 
live poultry 
butchery

SEE POULTRY | 10
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

$849,000
ROSEMONT

Delightful home in a desirable neighborhood 
close to METRO!  2/3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths with a 
finished attic. Living room with gas fireplace, den/sun-
room and dining room with bay window.  Kitchen with 
quartz counters, SS appliances and breakfast area with 
access to the fenced yard with deck, patio and gardens. 

Upper level with 2 bedrooms. Main level half bath, 
hardwood floors on 2 levels, unfinished basement.

Coming Soon

DEL RAY

$925,000 - Contract Pending

Beautiful Colonial with detached 2 car 
garage in a prime location! 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths 

and 2,800 sq. ft. of interior space. Living room with 
fireplace and separate dining room.  Eat-in kitchen with 

white cabinetry and SS appliances. Main level half bath, 4 
upper level bedrooms and stairs to a huge unfinished attic.  
Lower level rec room, storage/laundry room with outdoor 
egress. Beautiful yard with patio, deck, lawn and gardens.

COLONIAL ACRES

$1,325,000

Gorgeous home on 1/2 acre with heated saltwater 
pool! Built in 2014 with 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 lower), 4.5 

baths with over 4,700 sq. ft. of living space on 3 levels. Perfect 
home for entertaining and casual living with a Great Room 
and Chef’s kitchen. Owner’s suite with spa-like bath, sun-
room with vaulted ceilings and lower level recreation room. 

Fenced yard with extensive hardscape and 2 car garage.

ROSEMONT

Coming Soon

Fabulous Craftsman tucked away in serene set-
ting!  5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, on a landscaped lot. Front 

porch with seating space! Open floor plan with wood 
floors, incredible craftsmanship and finishes throughout. 
Chefs kitchen with Carerra Marble, cathedral ceilings in 
family room, gas fireplace and floor to ceiling windows. 
Owner’s Retreat with a luxurious en suite bath. Lower 
level family room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms, 4th full 

bath and outdoor egress to a large deck and patio.

Wonderful opportunity to create your Dream 
Home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths with over 2500 sq. 

ft. of interior space on 3 levels including the unfinished 
basement.  Situated on a 5,650 sq. ft. lot with off street 

parking and a detached studio!  Update, renovate or 
start fresh!  The location is unbeatable just a few blocks 
from shopping, restaurants and all the activities on “The 

Avenue” and Potomac Yards. Being sold “as is”  

DEL RAY
$775,000 - Contract Pending

OLD TOWN/BEARING NORTH

$250,000 - Contract Pending

Ideal for investors, 1st time buyers & people 
downsizing!  This charming 1 bedroom, 1 bath ground 

level condo with deeded parking is ideally located just 
steps from shopping and restaurants in south Old Town. 

Updated kitchen with granite counters and SS appliances.  
Hardwood floors in the living room, dining room and 

bedroom.  Ample closet space with an additional storage 
space just outside of the building.  
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tg

Bilingual Daycare Center
NOW ENROLLING

Toddler - Preschool - Kindergarten
Ages 2 - 6 years old

(703) 217 - 1060
www.lucasrainbow.com

The Old Town Festival of 
Speed & Style, a car show that 
will take place on the lower 
three blocks of King Street, is 
coming to Alexandria on May 
19. 

As its title suggests, the 
event is designed to showcase 
cars and fashion in Old Town. 
In addition to featuring about 
100 cars from the 50s, 60s, 
70s and 80s, the show will in-
clude special fashion events 
and pop-ups from the Old 
Town Boutique District. 

“We’re talking Ferraris, 
Maseratis, Lamborghinis, 

Porsches, Mercedes, exotic 
cars from that era,” Rick Myl-
lenbeck, owner of Sonoma 
Cellar and one of the event’s 
organizers, said. “We think 
it’s going to be just a really 
good opportunity to share 
people’s cars with the com-
munity and have families, 
especially little kids, come up 
close to a Ferrari for the first 
time.”

In addition to Myllen-
beck, the festival is being or-
ganized by an all-volunteer 
team. All proceeds from the 
festival that don’t go toward 

putting together the event it-
self will be donated to ACT for 
Alexandria. 

The festival will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is 
free. 

“This is just so over-the-
top different from anything 
Alexandria’s done before, and 
we’re really excited about it,” 
Myllenbeck said. “We’re pas-
sionate about cars, we’re pas-
sionate about fashion, we’re 
passionate about the commu-
nity and that’s what we want 
to share.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Car show coming to Old Town in May

Local arts nonprofit to host 
dance-a-thon  

Local Motion, a nonprof-
it arts organization in Alex-
andria that works to create 
meaningful experiences 
through dance, is hosting a 
dance-a-thon fundraiser on 
April 7. 

The all-day event at Lo-
cal Motion’s 2377 S. Dove 
St. studio will include food, 
drinks, music, a photo booth 
and a glow party. A Local 
Motion Spring2ACTion do-
nation receipt grants admis-

sion to the party. 
The fundraiser is part of 

Local Motion’s goal to raise 
$45,000 to permanently take 
over the lease that the studio 

SEE DANCE | 4
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Even when trains 
aren’t running,  
we’ll keep you  

on track.

This summer, Metro is suspending train 
service at the  Braddock Rd, King St-Old 
Town, Van Dorn St and  Eisenhower Ave 
Metrorail stations for platform repairs.   

But we’re putting plans in place to  
help you still get around.

Sign up for alerts and get the latest info:
alexandriava.gov/GOAlex

Braddock Rd

Van Dorn St.

King Street-Old Town

Eisenhower Ave

sleep in on sundays!

Revive yourself

www.revive495.com

Saturday PM church6
1401 Duke Street Alexandria

TOGETHER 
we can make Alexandria streets 
SAFE FOR ALL
Join us to advocate for pedestrian safety in our city
Donate through Spring2Action: www.ALXFFSS.org

WEEKLY BRIEFING

has been subleasing since it opened. 
Local Motion is a community driven 

nonprofit that offers free community 
classes, a youth dance school, dance in-
tegration residencies in Alexandria ele-
mentary schools and classes for seniors 
and children with disabilities. About 
1,000 Alexandrians are involved in Local 
Motion’s classes and programs each year. 

To donate to Local Motion during Sp-
ring2ACTion, visit bit.ly/LocalMotion-
Spring2ACTion. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

DANCE FROM | 3

Diversions, a card and 
gift store in Fairlington 
Centre, is closing its doors 
next month after more than 
30 years in business. 

Since opening the store 
at 1721 Centre Plaza in the 
80s, owner Lindsey Bashore 

has developed it into a com-
munity institution. 

“It is a beloved store be-
cause he has greeting cards 
that no one else can find,” 
Nancy Runton, one of the 
store’s frequent patrons, 
said via email. “No cook-

ie-cutter card store there. 
It is another Alexandrian 
small business that will be 
totally missed.”

Bashore plans to close 
the store at the end of his 
lease in April. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Alexandria pets ranked second in 
U.S. for heartworm risk

Alexandria was ranked 
second in the Companion 
Animal Parasite Council’s 
monthly report on the top 10 
cities at risk for heartworm 
disease in pets, according to 
a news release. 

Heartworm disease is 
transmitted by mosquitos 
that, in the past five years, 
has become a growing threat 

to the health of dogs and 
cats, according to the re-
lease. 

CAPC determined the 
ranking by recording the top 
10 cities in the United States 
with the highest percentage 
increase in positive heart-
worm test during the month 
of February. 

The increase could be due 

to local exposure, travel-re-
lated exposure, changing 
weather patterns, shelter dog 
transportation and failure to 
take preventative measures, 
according to the release. 

CAPC recommends that 
pet owners ask their veter-
inarians about heartworm 
protection. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Diversions to close at the end of April

PHOTO/LOCAL MOTION
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DISTINCTIVE WATERFRONT LIVING

Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo 
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and 
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any 
EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LL, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.

Introducing our fully furnished Bryan model townhome at Robinson Landing. This spacious new model features an
inviting rooftop terrace, three to four bedrooms, and up to 2,725 square feet of living space with elevator and river view.

Come discover what life will be like in Old Town’s most coveted waterfront neighborhood.

New Elevator Townhomes from $2.195M to $2.295M
and Waterfront Condominiums from $1.5M to $5.495M

RSVP AT EYA.com/RLwaterfront OR CALL 703-997-2210
SALES CENTER LOCATED AT 300 SOUTH UNION STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Join us from 12–4pm for a tour of our newest model home

THE MODEL OPENING IS SET FOR

Saturday, March 30
Your move in date is entirely up to you
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3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

Eight-year-old Birdie is ready for spring. Birdie made quite 
a trip to reach Alexandria, and now that she’s here, she’s 
ready to enjoy to the warm sun and  watch the wildlife 

through the window at the Shelter.  Naps are her speciality.

Birdie has previously lived with other cats and would be 
willing to give it a try again, though she’d be just as happy 

to be your one-and-only.  Birdie is house hunting for a place 
with a human deserving of her devotion. 

For further info about our adoptable pets at the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria, please call 703-746-4774.

THANK YOU

~ Basket of Joy ~ 
~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

BUSINESS

Drybar takes over  
former European 
Country Living  
location

BY MISSY SCHROTT

There’s a new salon step-
ping into Old Town’s beauty 
scene, and it’s ready to blow 
away clients with a creative 
approach.

While other salons 
flaunt a menu of services 
from haircuts and high-
lights to manicures and 
makeup, Drybar, which 
opened at 1006 King St. on 
March 22, is keeping things 
simple by offering its cus-
tomers one thing only – the 
perfect blowout. 

Founded in 2009 by Alli 
Webb, the wash and blow-
dry-only salon has grown 
rapidly in the past decade. 
The Old Town store marks 
Drybar’s seventh location 
in the DMV area, while the 
company has more than 100 
locations throughout the 

United States. 
Candice Badua, shop 

manager at the Old Town 
Drybar, said the company 
strives to give customers a 
fun, carefree and positive 
experience. Following a 
bar theme, all blowouts are 
named for cocktails.

“Drybar is very detailed 
when it comes to the client 
experience,” Badua said. 
“[There are] little details, 
like everything being a little 
bit yellow here and there, us 
serving cookies, the music, 
showing chick flicks, being 
able to offer clients wine, 
champagne, mimosas, and 
then overall hair quality as 

well.”
Each Drybar location is 

decorated with pops of yel-
low blow dryers, balloons, 
furniture and flowers that 
accent the otherwise sleek 
white studios. Upbeat music 
and movies with subtitles 
complete the relaxed atmo-
sphere. 

“I love the vibe,” Stylist 
Mya Crymes said. “Every-
body’s so happy-go-lucky 
here. We have fun doing 
hair and making people feel 
good.” 

Once customers settle 
into a salon chair in front 

New salon blows into Old Town

SEE DRYBAR | 7

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Drybar’s sleek white studio is accented with pops of yellow in the form of roses, hair tools and white 
chocolate-covered pretzels. 

I love the vibe. Everybody’s 
so happy-go-lucky here. 
We have fun doing hair and 
making people feel good.”

– Mya Crymes, 
stylist, Drybar
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Offers available in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional bonus interest rate on these accounts.3 

1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 03/25/2019 and 05/31/2019. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is available only to Platinum Savings customers 
in the following states: AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings 
account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting 
on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply, and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your 
Platinum Savings account. As of 02/15/2019, the standard interest rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA with an account balance of $0.01 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current 
minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, standard 
interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. 
Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private Banking or Wealth customers. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 03/25/2019 to 05/31/2019. 
The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest 
remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or 
more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the Special Rate CD will automatically 
renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. 1,2. Due to the new money requirement, accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo 
reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to 
take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit 
offer, except the Portfolio by Wells Fargo $500 offer, available from March 25, 2019 until May 31, 2019. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when 
you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, 
LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will 
discontinue and revert to the Bank’s then-current applicable rate or fee. For bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells 
Fargo Prime Checking account will be converted to another checking product or closed.
© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.10% 
Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months 
with new money deposits of at least 
$25,000 and a minimum daily account 
balance of $25,000 or more1

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.40% 
Annual Percentage Yield for an  
11-month term with new money 
deposits of at least $25,0002 

Talk to a banker for details. Offer expires May 31, 2019.   Business owner? Ask about our business savings rates.
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BUSINESS

of a plate of treats, a glass 
of bubbly and a television 
that’s most likely screen-
ing a Julia Roberts romcom, 
they’re able to select what 
kind of blowout they’d like. 

Despite offering only 
blowouts, which all come 
with a hair wash with Dry-
bar’s charcoal shampoo, 
there is no shortage of 
choices. Styles include the 
Straight Up, a signature, 
straight blowout with a lit-
tle bit of volume; the Mai 
Tai, a wavy, beachy look and 
the Cosmo, a classic, loosely 
curled style. 

All blowouts cost $49 
regardless of style, time or 
hair type, except for the 
Shirley Temple, for children 
age 10 and under, which 
costs $35. The company’s 
website claims to aim for 
affordability.  

“A lot of times, more up-
scale salons tend to charge 

more for blowdrys,” Styl-
ist Kathy Tanner said. “We 
have this advantage where 

it doesn’t matter the length, 
how curly or straight your 
hair is, how much of it you 

have, because you know 
some girls have like five 
heads of hair on one head, 

and we don’t charge extra 
for any of that. It’s just kind 
of like we welcome every-
body with open arms.” 

In addition to regular 
blowouts, Drybar offers 
braids and up-dos for an ad-
ditional charge. 

The Old Town Drybar 
takes up one-third of the 
Asana-owned property for-
merly occupied by Europe-
an Country Living. Asana 
has not yet announced what 
other business or business-
es will share the space. 

Badua said she expects 
the high-foot-traffic loca-
tion to boost the new sa-
lon’s success.

“I’m very excited to see 
where we’re going to go,” 
Badua said. “With people 
even walking by and not 
knowing what a Drybar is, it 
just kind of draws them in, 
so I’m really excited to see 
how this location’s going to 
do.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Drybar held its grand opening at 1006 King St. on March 22. 
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coached some of the players 
in past years decided to step 
down. 

“Our husbands have 
coached the girls and boys for 
a couple of years and they de-
cided, ‘We can’t do this again 
because it’s two teams, it’s 
too much, we’re not going to 
coach the boys this year,’” 
Holly Lass said. “My son heard 
my husband and I talking and 
was like, ‘You have to do it.’ 
He literally said, ‘Mommy, you 
and Mrs. Lutz can do it.’”

“I thought that maybe my 
mom should start coaching 
and see how we did,” Lass’ 
son, Cal Lass, said. 

Holly Lass brought the 
proposition to three other 
moms on the team, Susan 
Lutz, Sara Ford Burstein and 
Suzanne Farrand, who decided 
to sign up as first-time coach-
es. Having very little basket-
ball knowledge aside from 
Farrand’s background playing 

in high school, however, the 
team had a rough start.   

“Our first two games, we 
lost,” Lutz, the head coach, 
said. “We weren’t there yet. 
We weren’t a team yet. …. 

The boys, if they were on the 
bench at the second half or 
the fourth quarter, they’re all 
like, ‘We’re gonna lose.’ Just 
negative talk, and as coaches 
we were all like, ‘We gotta cut 

that. That’s gotta stop.’”
The coaches attributed the 

slow start to a learning curve. 
Of the five teams in the com-
petitive American division, 
the Devils were at a disadvan-

tage due to experience, Far-
rand said. 

“They were all pretty much 
new to us and they had never 
played together as a team,” 
Farrand said. “The teams they 
were playing against, a lot of 
them had been together for 
several years and they play 
in travel leagues together, so 
they were a little bit more co-
hesive, I would say, from the 
outset.”

Motivated by the losses, 
the team began to improve 
as the coaches settled into 
their roles and the players set-
tled into their positions. The 
moms said they slowly earned 
the respect of other coaches 
and spectators. 

“There was no discussion 
really among the kids that 
it was a team of moms, [but] 
we got some looks during the 
games from other people,” 
Burstein said. 

“The boys didn’t care,” 

SEE BASKETBALL | 9

BASKETBALL FROM | 1

SPORTS

COURTESY PHOTO
Alexandria’s 10U Boys’ American division champions, listed alphabetically, include Judson Allen, Teddy 
Burstein, Cole Chadwick, Luca Condon, Graham Farrand, Roman Knysh, Cal Lass, Jack Lutz, Liam Shan-
non and Tyler Stone.
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Farrand said. “They’re used to 
taking orders from us all the 
time.” 

Lutz said developing plays 
was a turning point for the 
team.

“I was talking to a friend 
of mine, and I was like, ‘Do 
you have plays?’” Lutz said. 
“He showed me a couple plays, 
what you do and how you call 
them, and we just kind of ran 
with it.”

While the boys struggled 
at first to understand and ex-
ecute the plays, they eventu-
ally hit their stride. They even 
helped name the plays, which 
included Oklahoma, Califor-
nia, thunder, lightning, rhino, 
navy and bullet. 

“At the beginning we 
weren’t really good at plays 
and passing the ball and stuff 
but towards the end, we start-
ed taking better shots and 
doing more passes,” Graham 
Farrand said. 

By the end of the season, 
Lutz said she barely had to call 
the plays for the team to know 
what to do. 

“I think they shocked us 
in the playoffs and then in 
the championship,” Suzanne 
Farrand said. “We were look-
ing at each other like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, they’re doing every-
thing we’ve taught them. It’s 
all working.’”

As the boys improved, so 
did their moms’ credibility as 
coaches. 

“The other teams’ coaches, 
at the end of the game they’d 
be like, ‘Your team is well 
coached,’” Lass said. “I mean, 
we really developed a team.”

Lutz attributed the boys’ 
success to the losses they 
faced throughout the season. 

“I kind of feel like the loss-
es we had – those first two 
losses and then we had two re-
ally hard losses, we lost by one 
and we lost in double over-
time by two – but I feel like all 
those losses, it was perfect-
ly orchestrated, because we 
learned from them each time,” 
Lutz said. “They learned from 
them, and they really got it. 
They got better and better.”  

The coaches agreed the 
boys played their best in the 
championship game at Bishop 
Ireton. 

“They played on the same 
court as the high school kids,” 
Lutz said. “I think they were 
nervous. Our pep talk to them 
was like, ‘Don’t worry, it’s the 
same court … as we practice 
on, pretty much, there’s just 
more people.’” 

 “Her pep talks before the 
games sealed the deal every 
game,” Lass said. “It was in-
credible. … If I had to write 
a book about it, it would be 
called ‘The Plays and the Pep 
Talks.’” 

The pep talks, plays, hard 
losses and hard work through-
out the season paid off in the 
championship game, during 
which one Devils player, 
Cole Chadwick, sank four 
three-pointers. 

“When we got there, I was 
really nervous to go out there 
and play,” Jack Lutz said. “And 
then when we won, I was just 
super happy. Like I couldn’t 

believe, our first game and our 
last game, how much better 
we played.” 

“It was fun because there 
was an announcer, and we 
played Patrick Henry and we 
beat them by a lot. It was fun,” 
Teddy Burstein said. 

The winning team in-

cluded Judson Allen, Teddy 
Burstein, Cole Chadwick, Luca 
Condon, Graham Farrand, 
Roman Knysh, Cal Lass, Jack 
Lutz, Liam Shannon and Tyler 
Stone.

Already looking to next 
year, the moms said they plan 
to continue coaching and get a 

repeat championship. 
“I can’t imagine not doing 

it,” Lass said. “It was awesome. 
It was just an awesome expe-
rience. I think we all equally 
just feel so rewarded by how 
we started and where we end-
ed up.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

A community of support,  
enrichment and fun for our  

Alexandria neighbors ages 55+

We’re proud to be among the 
vital nonprofit groups that help 

to make Alexandria a great place 
to live for people of all ages.

Connect with us to learn more!

@athomeinalexandria.org

703.231.0824
www.athomeinalexandria.org
aha@athomeinalexandria.org

SPORTS
BASKETBALL FROM | 8

10U BOYS’ NATIONAL 
DIVISION:  
Charles Houston

10U GIRLS’ DIVISION:  
George Mason

10U BOYS’ AMERICAN 
DIVISION:  
George Mason

12U GIRLS’ DIVISION:  
Maury

12U BOYS’ AMERICAN 
DIVISION:  
Leonard “Chick” Armstrong

12U BOYS’ NATIONAL 
DIVISION:  
George Mason

14U GIRLS’ DIVISION:  
MacArthur

14U BOYS’ DIVISION:  
Rockets

17U BOYS’ DIVISION:  
76ers

2019 RECREATIONAL  
BASKETBALL CHAMPS
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special use permit application.
Before members of council 

discussed the matter for near-
ly an hour and a half on Tues-
day, Department of Planning 
and Zoning staff presented 
several conditions that the 
city included with its latest 

recommendation. It includ-
ed conditions to ensure the 
applicant treats waste in the 
proper way and mandates for 
air treatment plans to min-
imize odor and air pollution 
from the facility.

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
put forward a motion, which 
was seconded by Aguirre, to 

support staff’s recommenda-
tion and approve the permit 
with the added conditions 
as well as an amendment to 
require overnight delivery 
hours of 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. in 
order to minimize interfer-
ence with surrounding busi-
nesses.

Aguirre was clear that he 

believed the proposed land 
use was something Alexan-
dria needs. Aguirre noted the 
ethical concerns raised by 
many residents and said he 
read more than 200 emails on 
the topic.

“We also have to live with-
in the realities of our society 
that we do consume meat and 
meat products,” Aguirre said.

Aguirre questioned staff 
at length about several is-
sues, including concerns 
around odor and noise.

“Regarding odors, we 
have several conditions: con-
dition six that all live poultry 
for sale will be stored inside 
the building at all times,” Ur-
ban Planner Ann Horowitz 
said. “…[Condition] thirteen 
that the applicant shall con-
trol odors, smoke and other 
air pollution from operations 
at the site and prevent them 
from leaving the property.”

Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker, the staunch-
est opponent of the permit, 
provided additional infor-
mation based on research 
she and her aides had done, 
including 29 calls to property 
owners adjacent to the appli-
cant’s other facilities and a 
visit to the applicant’s Phila-
delphia facility.

“The applicant told NBC4 
that he’s had no other is-
sues and that you wouldn’t 

know from the outside there 
are chickens inside,” Ben-
nett-Parker said. “Neighbor-
ing businesses I spoke to [in 
Philadelphia] suggested oth-
erwise.”

Of the eight people she 
spoke with, seven cited 
problems with odor, Ben-
nett-Parker said.

“Another woman said she 
had never seen an animal 
but, quote, ‘It really does 
smell. It doesn’t smell every 
day, but when it does, it’s 
horrible,’” Bennett-Parker 
said. “Others used words like 
‘stink’ and ‘stench.’”

According to the vice 
mayor, others mentioned de-
livery trucks blocking drive-
ways and chickens occasion-
ally escaping into adjacent 

For a list of organizations, giving day events 
and to give, visit www.Spring2ACTion.org.

Give on APRIL 10
to 150+ Alexandria 
Nonprofi t Organizations

Spring2ACTion.org 

Giving Day Sponsors

Eshom ‘n 
Wilhelm Family 

Fund

POULTRY FROM | 1

SEE POULTRY | 45

We also have to 
live within the 
realities of our 
society that we do 
consume meat and 
meat products.”

– Councilor Canek Aguirre

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Concerned residents attended the legislative meeting on Tuesday, 
after a vote for the controversial live poultry butchery was deferred 
during the March 16 public hearing.
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

an open circle with sound- 
responsive technology. 
SOFTlab designed the instal-
lation to respond to sound 
with light so that visitors can 
interact with and alter the 
artwork’s appearance.

With Mirror Mirror – as 
with every public art proj-
ect – the Office of the Arts 
assembled a public art task 
force to put out a call to art-
ists to submit their portfolios 
for review. The task force in-
vited more than 50 artists to 
apply to create the public art 
at Waterfront Park, accord-
ing to Diane Ruggiero, head 
of the Office of the Arts. Of 
the 50, nearly half responded 
to the invitation. 

During its public art re-
view process, the Office of 
the Arts doesn’t require art-
ists to submit specific design 
plans. Instead, the task force 
reviews an applicant’s quali-
fications and portfolio to de-
termine whether they would 

be suited to the goals of a 
particular project.

For the Waterfront Park 
project, the task force sought 

an artist who could develop 
a piece of art that was inter-
active, respectful to the site 
and “Instagrammable,” ac-

cording to Ruggiero.  
“The new wave of public 

art is not only [about] a great 
piece of public art, but now I 

can take my picture in front 
of it and share it with all of 
my friends,” Ruggiero said. 
“… The idea behind the series 
in general is that we want it 
to be something that will be 
worthwhile for folks to leave 
D.C. and come to Alexandria 
to see and to come multiple 
times.”

The task force found 
SOFTlab to be a design stu-
dio capable of tackling the 
high-profile project and cre-
ating something that was 
both a part of and apart from 
Old Town’s traditional aes-
thetic, Ruggiero said.

“Our work is very contex-
tual but not in a way that it 
looks like the surroundings 
or mimics it. It responds to 
those elements,” Szivos said.

The task force selected 
SOFTlab for the project in 
May 2018. About a month lat-
er, Szivos came to Alexandria 
for a two-day visit. He said 
he came up with the idea for 

MIRROR FROM | 1

RENDERINGS/SOFTLAB
The art installation at Waterfront Park was designed to be interactive, respectful to the site and “Insta-
grammable.”

SEE MIRROR | 13
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a lighthouse-inspired design 
after he saw the modest Jones 
Point Lighthouse during that 
trip. 

Szivos said he came away 
from his time in Alexandria 
fairly confident that the task 
force wasn’t looking for just 
another statue, and Mirror 
Mirror is certainly not that.

A 25-foot wide, eight-foot 
tall laser cut aluminum open 
circle with a panorama of 
lenticular lenses backed by 
one-way mirrors and LEDs, 
the project evokes a light-
house without mimicking 
one. Szivos said the reflec-
tive, sawtooth, lenticular 
lenses are the project’s most 
direct reference to a light-
house.

From the outside, the 
glass creates fragmented 
reflections of the park and 
people walking by. Howev-
er, because the design is an 
open circle, parkgoers can 
also walk inside and experi-
ence something totally dif-
ferent. The lenticular lenses 
are angled to create a series 
of rotated box-like chambers 
that house LEDs.

“What’ll happen is that 
when it lights, it actually 
makes that surface transpar-
ent,” Szivos said. “Because 
it’s backed by a one-way mir-
ror, it will actually produce 
an infinity box. That light 

will get reflected infinite-
ly depending on if you’re 
standing on the inside or the 
outside.” 

The project gets its name 
from this infinite series of 
reflections and refractions.

In September 2018, Szi-
vos pitched the design to the 
task force, which was largely 
on board. There were a few 
concerns, however, mostly 
regarding the technological 
aspect of the piece.

“We wanted to make sure 
that the piece didn’t make 
any sound that would inter-
fere with people’s enjoyment 
of the surrounding area,” 
Ruggiero said. 

To ensure the instal-
lation remains respectful 
to the site, Mirror Mirror 
is a sound-responsive, not 
sound-producing, artwork.

The Office of the Arts had 
originally planned to open 
the installation in October 
2018, but heavy rain made it 
difficult to install the project 
and its accompanying mural. 
Five months later, it is sched-
uled to open to the commu-
nity this weekend. There will 
be a public reception on Sat-
urday from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mirror Mirror is planned 
to be the first of several tem-
porary art installations at 
Waterfront Park. After it re-
tires in November, the next 
project in the “Site/See: New 
Views in Old Town” series 

will be installed in 2020.
Both the city and SOFT-

lab have high hopes for Mir-
ror Mirror. Ruggiero said it’s 
the beginning of something 
new for Alexandria’s public 
art presence.

“I’m really just looking 
forward to getting the com-
munity excited about public 

art in Alexandria,” Ruggiero 
said. “I think that this is go-
ing to be something really 
new and unique for our city.”

Szivos said he hopes 
that, like the name implies, 
Mirror Mirror will help Al-
exandrians reflect on how 
they interact with their city 
and rediscover that there is 

serendipity on Alexandria’s 
streets.

“The urban environment 
can have surprises,” Szivos 
said. “It doesn’t need to be 
an extension of that pragma-
tism that says, ‘Hey, streets, 
sidewalks. How do I get from 
A to B?’”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

MIRROR FROM | 12

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The installation crew for Mirror Mirror works on bringing the public 
art piece to life on March 24. 
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Join us at our beautiful Old Town
theater, where we offer the best
in theater education for children 
preschool through 8th grade. 
Now in its eleventh year, LTA is the
premier Alexandria location for
summer fun and drama featuring
fantastic experienced teachers!

REGISTEREARLY!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314

703-683-5778 ext. 2

For online registration, go to
thelittletheatre.com

and click on “Summer Camps”

2019

www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation      703.746.5414

City of Alexandria

Department of Recreation, 

Parks & Cultural Activities presents

Summer Camp options for ages 2-17 

in a variety of interests:

    STEM  

    Creative Arts

    Computer

    Nature

    Excursion

    Sports

    Performing Arts

     Traditional Camps

    And More!

City of Alexandria Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities

1108 Jefferson St., Alexandria
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation
(85 camps at 20 locations in Alexandria)

EHS Basketball
Episcopal High School
1200 North Quaker Lane 
Alexandria, 22302
Commuter and Overnight Rates Available
www.orangelinesports.com

George Mason Game & Technology Academy 
Classes held at Mason Fairfax, Prince William, 
and Loudoun 
www.mgta.gmu.edu/catalog

Jane Franklin Dance Camp
3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive
Arlington, VA 22206
www.janefranklin.com/camps

Little Theatre of Alexandria Theater Camps
600 Wolfe St., Alexandria, 22314
thelittletheatre.com

Mariner Sailing School Belle Haven Marina
Alexandria, 22307 
saildc.com

The St. James
6805 Industrial Road
Springfield, VA 22151
camps@thestjames.co
(703) 239-6870

Washington Sailing Camp
1 Marina Dr, Alexandria, 22314
www.gsenroll.com/marina/

Summer
CAMPSDirectory

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!
Reserve your space in the Alexandria Times Camp & 

Enrichment Directory.  
Advertise your programs, classes, excursions and more.

Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more 
information

May 
23

April 
25

Summer
CAMPS & 
ENRICHMENTDirectory
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Safe and fun environment!
Weekly full or ½ day sessions
Belle Haven Marina
(703) 768-0018 • www.saildc.com

Summer Sailing Camp 
Sailing . kayaking . paddleboards

Mason Game and Technology Academy is one of the 
most transformational year-round STEM enrichment 

programs in the region today. 

Game Design • Programming • Virtual and 
Augmented Reality • Digital Art • Roblox Game 

Development • Machine Learning and AI • 
Hardware Design •  Multi Platform App 

Development • 3D Modelling and Animation • 
and more!

Scholarship Opportunities Available!

July 28th-31st, 2019
Episcopal High School 
Commuter and Overnight Rates Available 

www.orangelinesports.com

Girls' ElitE  
BaskEtBall Camp 
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We are the premier sports, entertainment and wellness 

destination in the country, with over 450,000 ft2 of fun 

and excitement. Kids ages 3 to 18 can try 20+ sports all 

under one roof! 

• Ultimate Sports Camps are all day, multi-sport 

camps designed for the sports enthusiast.

• Elite Sports Camps focus on one individual sport 

and are designed to provide expert instruction, 

improve technical skill and build confidence.

• Sport Specialty Camps challenge young athletes 

to push their limits, try something new and strive 

for excellence in an intense, 3-day format.

THE ST.  JAMES

U LTI M ATE
SPORTS CAMPS

6805 INDUSTRIAL ROAD  |   SPRINGFIELD VA 22151 
703 .239.6870  |   THESTJAMES.CO

EARLY BIRD PRICING IS AVAILABLE UNTIL APRIL 30, 2019 

VISIT GO.THESTJAMES.CO/CAMPS TODAY TO RECEIVE 
A BROCHURE AND REGISTRATION INFO! 
Lunch included in full day camps. Transportation and before 
and after care are available.

Summer fun along the Potomac River with Washington Sailing Marina

Washington Sailing Marina 
Summer Sailing Camp Programs
Full day Sailing and Windsurfing camps 
Week-long sessions beginning June 4 (Ages 8-15)

For online registration, visit  
www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
Questions? email amy@sharethewind.com
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HOME 
PROFILE

The orange-and-blue hues of a painting hanging in 
the kitchen have inspired the pops of color through-
out the house. There are two deep blue accent walls, 
one in Smith’s home office on the first floor, and one 
on the wall opposite from the kitchen on the second 
floor. 

Smith and Davis-Smith have also infused their 
personal values, tastes and experiences into the home 
in ways both large and small. Smith chose acacia 
wood for the floor on the second level of the town-
home because of the sustainable farming practices as-
sociated with it. Books displayed in their living room 
are a collection of things that mean the most to them 
as a couple. 

INTERNATIONAL FLARE 
IN OLD TOWN GREENS

Townhome combines African art, 
pops of color for stunning effect

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Every piece of art in Kirk Smith and Nerhosshia Davis-
Smith’s Old Town Greens townhome has a story to tell. 

The couple collected much of the home’s colorful landscape 
paintings, masks and instruments during their many trips 

to countries in Africa, including Ghana and Tanzania. 
“It’s usually whatever catches our eye. It’s important to 

have a story around it,” Smith said. “We were walking 
through a market or a village or on the beach and 
we met an artist and they showed us their work.” SEE SMITH | 18

The living room of the townhome features slim, modern furniture 
with pops of orange and blue. Davis-Smith favored small furniture 
retailers as the couple shopped to decorate their new space.

PHOTOS/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Kirk Smith and Nerhosshia Davis-Smith relax in the seating area adjacent to their modern kitchen in 
their Old Town Greens home. The deep blue wall and colorful painting, collected on one of the couple’s 
many travels, have served as design inspiration for the rest of the house.

A sculpted 
bowl and 
the reflec-
tive dining 
room table 
present 
one of the 
couple's 
many 
artworks 
from a 
different 
perspec-
tive.
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Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com

4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Local Office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

The open flow of the sec-
ond floor of the townhome is 
also ideal for doing the things 
Smith and Davis-Smith care 
about the most, including 
entertaining friends and 
family. The kitchen area in-
cludes an island with seating 
and a couch next to a vintage 
bar, which has liquors from 
every corner of the world on 
display. 

“We use this whole floor 
if we’re entertaining,” Da-
vis-Smith said. “If it’s an in-
timate dining party, we can 
start off in the [living room] 
or we can start off in the 
[kitchen].” 

Smith and Davis-Smith 
have only lived in the town-
home for eight months, but 
they’re longtime D.C.-area 
residents. The couple met 
as freshmen at Murray State 
University in Kentucky. Da-

vis-Smith is a Kentucky na-
tive, hailing from Louisville, 
while Smith is originally 

from Barbados. After get-
ting married in their senior 
year of college, the two made 

a deal: whoever found a job 
first, the other would follow.

“I started looking and he 

has family along the East 
Coast, so I thought ‘You 
know what? I might be able to 
get closer to family and find 
employment,’” Davis-Smith 
said. “So, Washington D.C. 
was perfect. There were all 
kinds of environmental and 
safety jobs opening up, and 
I snagged one as a consul-
tant.”

The two moved into a 
Leesburg apartment in the 
summer of 2000 and, one 
year later, moved to Reston. 
They later bought a home in 
Sterling, which they sold in 
2018 after deciding to house 
hunt closer to D.C.

Smith wanted to move to 
Del Ray, while Davis-Smith 
wanted to move to Arlington. 

“We started looking 
around and we looked at a lot 
of houses,” Smith said. “We 
wanted to be in Northeast 

HOME PROFILE

SEE SMITH | 20

SMITH FROM | 17

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Smith and Davis-Smith's remodeled kitchen is modern and open and was designed with entertaining in 
mind. The couple enjoys hosting friends and family frequently and hosted 35 people for a Thanksgiving
dinner last year.
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1006 Bryan Pond Court
McLean
5 Bedrooms 5 Full Bath, 2 Half Bath
$2,250,000

1513 Crestwood Drive
Dyes Oakcrest
3 Bedrooms 2 Full Bath, 1 Half Bath
$950,000

109 Pommander Walk
Old Town
4 Bedrooms 4 Full Bath, 1 Half Bath
$1,415,000

1721 Potomac Greens
Old Town
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bath, 1 Half Bath
$879,000

9433/9437 Ferry Landing Court 
Alexandria
2 Lots Available
$1.6M to $1.7M

2811 Ridge Road
Braddock Heights
3 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms
$925,000

906 Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills
5 Bedrooms 4 Full Bath, 1 Half Bath
$1,295,000

6262 Chaucer Lane
Landmark Mews
3 Bedrooms 4 Bathrooms
$599,000

Anne DiBenedetto 
anne@annesold.com 
703.615.1897

Sue Goodhart & Allison Goodhart DuShuttle 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
703.362.3221

Sue Goodhart & Allison Goodhart DuShuttle 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
703.362.3221

Jessica Richardson
jessica@jessicarichardson.com
703.864.3438

Joy Deevy
joy.deevy@compass.com | 703.930.5198
Stephanie White
stephanie.white@compass.com | 703.489.5045

Jessica Richardson
jessica@jessicarichardson.com
703.864.3438

Donna Mank
donna.mank@compass.com | 202.550.5617
Matt Olin
matt.olin@compass.com | 571.775.9827

Pat Cunningham
pat@patsoldit.com 
571-259-1310

  Under Contract

  Open House Sat and Sun, 2-4pm   Coming Soon

  Under Contract  Coming Soon

  Open House Sun, 2-4pm
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Spring Inspections  
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Alexandria, Del Ray or may-
be Arlandria. That was our 
radius, so we looked at tons 
and tons of houses.”

“We looked in Del Ray 
and there were some beau-
tiful houses, but they were a 
little wonkier than I thought 
I could deal with. I started 
realizing I’m a little more of 
a standard girl and Kirk had 
to get on board with me,” Da-
vis-Smith joked.  

Smith estimated that 
during their search, the 

couple looked at 50 poten-
tial homes with realtors 
Bobi Bomar and Ellen Pat-
rick. The 2,300-square-foot 
townhome in Old Town 
Greens proved to be the per-
fect fit. It was in close prox-
imity to both Davis-Smith’s 
job at the State Department 
and to Reagan National Air-
port, where Smith flies out 
weekly on business trips for 
his job at technology giant 
Cisco. 

“It was location, location, 
location. It’s right off George 
Washington [Parkway], two 

miles from the airport and we 
can get to D.C., which we’re 
always in,” Davis-Smith said. 

The couple closed on the 
townhouse in May 2018. 
While the location of the 
home was incredibly im-
portant to Smith and Da-
vis-Smith, the character of 
the neighborhood and the 
city also played into their de-
cision.

“It’s a diverse community 
and that was important to us 
because when we bought a 
house in Loudoun, we were 
one of the first black people 
there,” Smith said. “I also 
noticed this recently – when 
we lived in Reston or Ster-
ling, you would ask someone 
where they lived and they 
would say ‘Oh, I live in the 
D.C. suburbs.’ You maybe feel 
like people wouldn’t know 
where your city is. When I 
meet people now, I say I live 
in Alexandria.” 

“There’s this ownership,” 
Davis-Smith said. 

HOME PROFILE

William Christopher
Senior Vice President, NMLS# 298144
direct : (571) 279-6372

Clay Greenway
Senior Vice President, NMLS# 186838 
direct : (571) 279-6373

HELPING MORE HOME BUYERS

Copyright 2019 © The Federal Savings Bank  |  Co. NMLS# 411500  |  All Rights Reserved  |  TheFederalSavingsBank.com

The Federal Savings Bank gives you more access to competitive mortgage rates 
and a full suite of mortgage options.

Express Loan Approval
• Get your mortgage application fully underwritten up front and 

receive a loan commitment from the bank. You’ll then be quickly “clear 
to close” once you find the right home. 

Down Payment Assistance
• Ask us about receiving down payment or closing assistance and we   

can help identify the programs in your area that you qualify for.

TFSB 100
• Let us help remove the barrier of down payment and help make your 

dream of home ownership become reality.

CONTACT US!

320 King St, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314

SMITH FROM | 18

SEE SMITH | 21

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Books with significance to Smith and Davis-Smith, from personal 
photo albums to “Becoming” by Michelle Obama to “Hamilton,” are 
displayed on a built-in bookcase.
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HOME PROFILE

While Smith and Da-
vis-Smith initially promised 
each other they wouldn’t buy 
new furniture, once inside 
the new home, they began 
to search for pieces that bet-
ter fit the space. The house 
is outfitted with sleek, thin 
furniture that makes the 
expansive open floor plan 
living room/dining room/
kitchen look even larger.

Davis-Smith said she has 
found most of the furniture 
through online shopping. 

“There are some modern 
furniture stores and small 
apartment living furniture 
stores, but there aren’t a 
lot of them,” Davis-Smith 
said. “Most stores carry 
the world’s largest furni-
ture, and that’s hard. On-
line shopping has given you 

SMITH FROM | 20

SEE SMITH | 22

PHOTOS/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Clockwise from left: A portrait of the couple at an anniversary celebration 

by Davis-Smith’s uncle. Two of Davis-Smith’s uncles are talented artists 
and the third level of the home has several of their works prominently on 

display.   A drum and a mask on the second floor of the home. The couple 
has found much of the art in their home on trips to Africa.    A painting on 

display in Smith and Davis-Smith’s home. Many of the pieces of art have   
a story behind them, and are significant to the couple in some way. 


412 Wilkes Street1314 Duke Street

Sold Under Contract

709 Grand View Drive

Coming Soon

703-628-2440 
703-549-8700

Hard Work, Experience, Results.
Diann Hicks Carlson

R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town
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KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

ADDITIONS

WHOLE HOME

 ENTERTAINING

IN-LAW SUITES

EXTERIOR REMODELS

AND MORE

REMODELS

AREAS

Please join us in supporting Alexandia’s
Spring2ACTion Day! Wednesday April 10th...
“One Day Can Make a Difference”.

Let us show you why we have been 
Northern Virginia’s 1st Choice for Home 
Remodeling Services for 36 years!

Please join us for an...

SATURDAY APRIL 13th, 2019
10:00am - 3:00pm

Doors Open at 10:00am – 
First Seminar starts at 10:30am

Free Seminars (10:30 and 12:30) | Tour our Showroom
Q&A with our Designers | Sign up for Raffle Prizes

Sign up online at FosterRemodeling.com
or call 703-743-7293

Foster Remodeling Solutions, Inc.
7211-H Telegraph Square Drive | Lorton, VA 22079

HOME PROFILE

the option of venturing into 
these stores that you can’t 
physically.” 

And though they have fo-
cused on finding sleek and 
slim furniture, they were still 
able to fit 35 friends and fam-
ily in the house for Thanks-
giving. 

“People came from Bar-
bados and Canada. We had 
a slew of people and it kept 
growing and growing,” Da-
vis-Smith said. “[Kirk] went 
out and rented chairs and 
we set the whole thing up so 
people could sit. … We had to 
rearrange the house, but you 
can fit up to 40 people in this 
one space – but they have to 
be friendly, because they’re 
close.” 

Smith and Davis-Smith 
said, ultimately, the neigh-
borhood and the townhome 
itself were a perfect fit for 

them.
“I think that sometimes 

townhomes get a snub, like 
‘Oh, you bought a townhome 
and not a home home,’” Da-
vis-Smith said. “That is a 
distinctly American thing. 

I feel that townhomes, like 
this home, feel so warm. We 
have put something into it, 
and though we can’t expand 
back and can’t expand up, 
what we have done with the 
bones that we have and the 

finishes are just as amazing 
as what we could have done 
with any freestanding enti-
ty. I love the privacy it gives 
us, but it’s also so solid and 
quiet. Although you have 
people around you, you’re in 

your own space.”
“We are living the way we 

want to live,” Smith said. “I 
love this Old Town Greens, 
Potomac Greens area. It’s a 
forgotten piece of Alexan-
dria.”

SMITH FROM | 21

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Left: One of the books on display on the couple’s bookshelf celebrates Smith and Davis-Smith’s 15th wedding anniversary. The couple met 
as freshmen at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky and married in their senior year of college. The two moved to D.C. in 2000 after 
Davis-Smith found a job as a consultant and have lived in the area ever since.    Right: The lamp on the end table and the coffee table book 
are among the orange pops of color throughout the living room. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    MARCH 28, 2019 | 23 

202.361.5079 | lbishop@mcenearney.com | LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR® | Licensed in Virginia

800 S. Lee Street
For Sale | $2,495,000

Spectacular property in the heart of Old Town with 
extraordinary views, lush and private grounds and a 
heated pool! Generously sized rooms, exquisite details 

throughout, abundant storage and deeded parking.

www.800Lee.mcenearney.com

202 Jefferson Street
For Sale | $1,049,000

Exceptionally bright and meticulously maintained 
corner townhouse in Yates Gardens. En-suite master 
bath, wood burning fireplace, hardwood floors and a 

gorgeous private brick patio! Deeded parking.

www.202Jefferson.mcenearney.com

Wednesday, April 10th  
8:00 - 10:00 am  

Join Lauren at 526 King Street

McEnearney Associates is proud to 
be a main sponsor of Spring2ACTion. 
Join me in supporting the Alexandria 
community and get a free cup of 

Misha’s coffee.
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BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

Consider the plain white 
wall as a canvas. In a milieu 
obsessed with personaliza-
tion, treating those walls 
with color, pattern and tex-
ture is happening in a dy-
namic way, with amazing 
options that are unprece-
dented.

The worlds of art and 
decor are merging, with 
hand-painting, textures, 
the look of stones and gems 
available in a variety of mate-
rials, along with mosaics, se-
quins, glass beads and shards 
and patchwork fabrics. All of 
these may be embraced on 
today’s wall cladding, which 
may be a covering of wood, 
porcelain, glass or mosaic, 
as well as what we consider 
traditional wallcovering – al-

though these days, it may be 
paper, vinyl or a hybrid.

Some of what is available 
today is truly extraordinary. 
And it’s reminiscent of what 

craftspeople and artisans de-
livered to aristocrats and roy-
alty centuries ago. Inspiration 
still comes largely from na-
ture, and the interpretations 

by the artists are what can be 
so arresting. 

The influence of maxi-
malism in home decor cannot 
be denied. Some patterns are 
expressed through layering, 
which leads to new forms, the 
likes of which we haven’t seen 
before. This is what makes 
the best of the new wallcover-
ings so fresh.

Case in point: A new de-
sign by artist Elena Carozzi 
depicts brilliant orange koi 
fish in a rhythmic pattern, 
made more intense because 
they’re presented on a char-
coal ground. The ground it-
self is a traditional damask, 
and the juxtaposition is al-
most startling.

And wallcovering itself 
has become a barometer for 
style trends, or at least a re-
flection of what currently is 

resonating in home decor. 
Because of the range in scale 
and subject matter, geometry 
and stylization, there’s an ap-
peal even to modernists that 
wasn’t there a few years back.

The maximalism move-
ment has been nurturing 
an appetite for pattern. And 
“customizable” has been a key 
buzzword. There are compa-
nies where you can download 
your own art – photos from 
travels, favorite dishes in 
restaurants, your children – 
and turn them into wallpaper. 
Self-adhesive, peel-off papers 
have made installations a 
little less scary. And the pat-
terns offered at companies 
like Tempaper are stylish and 
come in a range of colors suit-
able for many kinds of decor.

Kim and Hope Peele

The Peele Group supports 
Together We Bake. 

Join us and McEnearney Associates 
in our push to support this vital 

organization, and to raise  
$2 million for a range of Alexandria 
nonprofits through Spring2ACTion, 

Alexandria's Giving Day. 
The Peele Group works to 

educate our clients and get them 
working toward a future of home 

ownership. Together We Bake 
works to support self-sufficiency 

for women. 

Please contribute at  
www.spring2action.org.

Licensed in VA, MD & DC
McEnearney Associates REALTORS
703-244-5852

4404 Brookside Drive, Alexandria VA 4408 Brookside Drive, Alexandria VA

SOLD

The Peele Group: Local downsizing and estate pros
Four-property estate for $109K over asking price... 

with an average of just 4 days on market!

HOMES

Revolutionary wallcovering designs dazzle

PHOTO/ZIMMER AND ROHDE
The floral design of Wonderland Wall from Zimmer and Rohde is an 
homage to mythical places. Meandering vines and leaves evoke 
images of enchanted meadows, where shimmering animals roam 
free and exotic fruits grow. 

SEE WALLPAPER | 26
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

Heather.Corey@SothebysRealty.com

Old Town Brokerage
400 South Washington Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

+1 703 310.6800

©2019 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Prominently positioned on a sunny hill adjacent to a President Ford Park, this 
masterfully designed new construction home is the eighth and final home in the 
exclusive enclave of Oak Grove. With impeccable attention to detail and luxurious 
finishes, this well-appointed home boasts a modern floor plan with soaring ceilings, 
red oak floors, crown molding, coffered and tray ceilings, wainscoting, and extended 
height doors. Chefs will adore the large kitchen with Calacatta gold quartz slab 
countertops and backsplash, expansive island, 6-burner Wolf range with two 
dishwashers, two sinks, and a butler’s pantry. This spectacular new home is sited on 
a half-acre professionally landscaped lot with a fenced backyard ideal for throwing 
balls and hosting barbeques. 

4 Bedrooms | 4.5 Bathrooms | 3-Car Garage | 6,359 sqft | 0.5 acre lot
PresidentFordLane.com

$1,975,000

President Ford Park Home
606 President Ford Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302
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   Bonnie Rivkin    BONNIE RIVKIN
  www.OldTownAgent.com
      
      My service will move you!

935 Powhatan St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

• 2 bedrooms plus den

• Gleaming hardwood 
floors throughout

• Beautifully renovated 
kitchen

• 2.5 bathrooms

• All systems updated

• Includes two parking 
spots and a lovely patio  

$795,500

Proudly supporting Together We Bake

Bonnie Rivkin  
703.598.7788
Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Bonnie@cbmove.com

Union Square
ELEGANT, SOPHISTICATED ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Contact Union Square at 571.263.9805
Find us online at Visit Alexandria Unique Venues and on Wedding Wire.

HOMES

Murals continue to be 
popular, and digital print-
ing has made large-scale 
designs more like works of 
art. Fidelity to imagery from 

nature, for example, has re-
sulted in incredibly realistic 
subjects. As in fabric design, 
scale has ramped up. Besides 
bold looks, color also has be-
come richer, with more depth, 
shadings and mixes.

“The biggest change is the 
explosion in scale,” Melissa 
Galt, an Atlanta-based inte-
rior designer, said. “We’re no 
longer thinking wallpaper. 
It’s wall art or wall murals – 
and not just scenic.”

Texture continues to 
evolve. Metallic accents warm 
surfaces, while embroidery 
adds another decorative 
touch. Some of the embroi-
dery feels more modern, like 
topstitching as opposed to a 
fancier stitch. Applique is em-
ployed in a dramatic form at 
Kinland Decor, with a leather 
covering that features leath-
er floral appliques that pop, 
with embroidery to flesh out 
the flowers’ leaves.

Charlotte designer Lisa 
Mende was especially blown 
away by this wallcovering, 
which she saw at Heimtex-
til, the massive international 
textile show held each year at 
Messe Frankfurt in Germany.

“The leather applique 
flowers, along with the em-
broidery, add such a soft, 
sophisticated accent to the 
leather wall,” Mende said. 
“The tension of using a prod-
uct that is typically so mas-
culine and adding a feminine 
touch creates a yin and yang 
we all crave in design.”

At Heimtextil and Paris 
Deco Off, both this past Janu-
ary, several trends were dom-
inant:

• Bird motifs. Avian im-
agery always has a follow-
ing, but this year there were 
more birds than usual. From 

songbirds to pelicans to 
cranes, with the latter part of 
a growing trend for Japanese 
themes.

• Japanese artistry, like 
printmaking, also was cele-
brated in collections like Mi-
zumi by Black Edition.

• Art Deco. Coinciding 
with furniture and lighting 
directions, the distinctive 
stylized shapes that make up 
this look, most popular in the 
30s, have settled in. 

• Geometrics. Scaled up, 
with more open fields, these 
patterns are especially ap-
pealing to those seeking an 
appropriate backdrop for 
mid-century modern styles.

• Foliage and nature. 
Palm prints have enjoyed 
popularity for some time. 
Now the prints are denser and 
include other types of foliage, 
even grasses, ferns and trees.

• Bold florals. The dark-
ground Dutch masters look 
has retreated somewhat, but 
not the florals. Now they may 
be a bit brighter, but the big 
blooms endure.

• Overscale textures like 
grass cloth and jute.

• Rich velvet and me-
tallic weaves made one col-
lection called Caribou by 
the Dutch Walltextile Co. a 
standout.

WALLPAPER FROM | 24
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R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

2

309 West Alexandria Avenue

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

4,741 sq.ft.

5

4.5

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

709 Grand View Drive

4

4.5

2,135 sq.ft.

412 Wilkes Street

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

1,520 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$825,000

3

2.5

3805 Colonial Avenue

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

5

4.5

5,000 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,325,000

2

1

8203 Keeler Street

4

2.5

1,590 sq.ft.

JENNIFER ALBERT 
COLLINS

703.888.5253

Offered at: 
$399,000

5904 Mount Eagle Drive, apt 1015

JOANN LAFON
703.618.2500

2

2

1,305 sq.ft.

4104 Duncan Drive

3

3.5

3,170 sq.ft.

JONI & GREG 
KOONS

703.209.7277

Offered at: 
$385,000

1

204 Summers Drive

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

2/3

1.5

2,255 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$849,000

11

1

Offered at: 
$750,000

New Listing

1 1

1

Coming Soon Coming Soon

1
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4104 DUNCAN DRIVE
Annandale, VA 22003

This renovated Cape Cod has had many thoughtful 

additions and improvements added over the years, 

including a charming front porch and a screened 

porch just steps from the kitchen. Storage 

abounds from 3 closets in the master bedroom to 

3 levels of built-ins. The yard has been upgraded 

with hardscaping, plantings, composite decking, 

and fencing. Conveniently located near 495 and 

close to major transportation systems, this home is 

truly one of a kind! $750,000

R E A L T O R S®

Joni and Greg Koons
Integrity & Service

32 Years of Experience

P: 703.549.8700   C: 703.209.7277 
jonijkoons@gmail.com

121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA

2019 marks UCM of Alexandria's 50th anniversary of service to the community, empowering 
neighbors in need to transform their lives. Honorary Co-Chairs for the 50th Anniversary Celebration 
year are U.S. Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) and Mrs. Addy Krizek, both former UCM Board members.

Join us at the special "Give From The Heart Gala" May 3 at the Belle Haven Country Club. 
Sponsorships deadline is April 5! 

Proudly supporting United Community Ministries of Alexandria 

Details at ucmagency.org
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Serving the auction and appraisal needs of the DC Metro Area and beyond since 1890!  

40 West Gude Drive, Suite 100, Rockville, MD  20850  
 202-628-1281 • www.weschlers.com • info@weschlers.com  


Please give generously to Alexandria's nonprofits on Spring2ACTion day

Tidying Up?  Spring Cleaning?  Downsizing? 
Weschler’s is now accepting consignments! 

Weekly Metro Auctions   •   Bi-monthly Metro Online Auctions
Quarterly Capital Collections Auctions

Call 202-628-1281 TODAY  
to speak to a specialist or join us for 

CONSIGNMENT DAY 
Thursday, April 4th, 9am to 4pm

Bring up to five items for a complimentary auction valuation! 

REAL TALK

BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

There’s been a lot of buzz 
in the real estate realm re-
garding 2019’s most talked 
about challenges – interest 
rates, inventory and an ul-
tra-competitive market. Cli-
ents, friends and family have 
called, texted and emailed, 
asking how to navigate cur-
rent trends. While there is 
no one-size-fits-all answer, 
there are some sound in-
sights you should take heed 
of if you’re a buyer or seller 
in today’s market. Here’s a 
rundown of my most asked 
questions and my expert ad-
vice.

  
“You’ve said 2019 is a 
normal market.  What 
does normal mean?” 

Current indicators of a 
normal real estate climate 
are evident in the interest 
rates that have remained 
historically low, average 
days on the market are with-

in the typical range, and 
curb appeal is, as always, an 
important factor.  

Interest rates could go 
higher than 5 percent – still 
historically low, but not an 

environment many realtors 
have navigated.

Listings may average 60 
days, give or take a few, on 
the market with some prop-
erties spending up to 120 
days before being sold. This 
number all depends on price 
point, location and condi-
tion of the home.

Curb appeal is a deciding 
factor in many home pur-
chases. Don’t think twice 
about replacing the carpet, 
updating the paint or other 
home improvements – just 
do it. As it goes, first impres-
sions are lasting ones.

“How can I navigate 
when there’s no inven-
tory?  What happens 

Tips for navigating today’s market trends

SEE MARKET | 31

Name:  
Elizabeth Lucchesi
Company:  
Long and Foster Realtors
Title:  
Leader of the LizLuke Team
Bio:  
Elizabeth leads The LizLuke 
Team and is a veteran 
Alexandria REALTOR®. 
She and her team use 
their exceptional expertise 
to provide clients with 
excellent guidance and 
extraordinary service.

FILE PHOTO
Real estate is currently in a “normal” market, with historically low 
interest rates and emphasis on home curb appeal. 
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From the moment you 
walk inside 4324 Ferry 
Landing Road, you’ll dis-
cover an expansive, stun-
ning home in the heart of 
Mount Vernon Park that’s 
packed full of surprises. 

Meticulously remodeled 
to create a more open feel-
ing, the home opens into a 
spacious living room with 
gorgeous hardwood floors, 
ample natural light and 
a modern, wood-burning 
fireplace. 

The house was designed 
to incorporate an easy nat-
ural flow from room to 
room, which makes day-to-
day living comfortable and 
entertaining relaxing. The 
gourmet kitchen, which 
connects to a spacious fam-
ily room and looks out to 
the back yard, is complete 

with stylish storage, gas 
cooktop, double wall ovens, 
ample counter space and 
stainless appliances — and 
enough space for two chefs.

The main level has a 
large room with a full bath 
that can be used as a bed-
room or an office.

You’ll simply love the 
fully finished lower level 
media room with in-wall 
speakers and a wet bar. And 
if you want to give your vis-
itors privacy, you can easi-
ly set them up on the low-
er level with their own full 
bath. 

On the upper level, the 
master suite — with his and 
hers closets and a gorgeous 
en suite — is huge. The two 
remaining bedrooms are 
very comfortably sized as 
well. 

The home sits on a fan-
tastic half-acre lot with a 
fenced in back yard ready 
for entertaining, gardening 
or playing hide-and-seek.

HOME OF THE WEEK

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMEOWNERS! Don’t let the winter blues get you down! Call us 
now to ask about our interior winter discount!

AT A GLANCE
Location: 4324 Ferry 
Landing Road 22309
Neighborhood:  
Mt. Vernon Park
Price: Coming early April
Square Feet: 3,618
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4
Year Built: 1956
Contact: 
Michelle Zelsman, 
202.390.8714, 
Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage, 
Old Town, Michelle@
ZelsmanPowersGroup, 
www.ZelsmanPowers 
Group.com

when prices go down?”
Local economists proj-

ect prices will not go down. 
In fact, they project pric-
ing to go up 3.8 percent in 
2019. Interest rates will 
probably go higher than 5 
percent, but what we know 
is interest rates today and 
prices today.  

My suggestion for a buy-
er who is contemplating a 
purchase, whether it’s their 
first home purchase or a 
buy-up or buy-down: talk to 
a lending professional who 
can help navigate and be ac-
cessible and accountable for 
your lending needs.  

Another thing to think 
about is most of the real es-
tate agents in Northern Vir-
ginia – 78 percent of them 
– started in real estate af-
ter 2006. My suggestion for 
buyers, who are investing in 
one of the most expensive 
assets of their lifetime, is 
to employ the support of an 
experienced realtor. Don’t 
trust that decision to your 
uncle’s cousin’s nephew 
who was just licensed.  

Hire a team or individu-
al who has the support of a 
fabulous broker – someone 
you know has tenured, ex-
periential knowledge of the 
market place before 2006. 
Someone who is networked, 

connected. Someone who 
will pick up the phone and 
start talking to their sphere 
about your real estate needs 
in order to make the right 
connection.

That’s the way to do real 
estate in 2019.  

“How do I compete 
with multiple offers?”

If you really want the 
house, do a pre-contract in-
spection. Have your realtor 
provide you two or three 
home inspectors’ names and 
call those folks to find out 
what a pre-contract inspec-
tion really looks like. Miti-
gate your risk – know what’s 
under the hood before you 

buy. Understand how you 
can be competitive that way, 
too. You don’t necessarily 
have to have a home inspec-
tion contingency when you 
present an offer to purchase. 

Another option is to 
write your earnest money 
deposit check as the equiv-
alent of your down pay-
ment. You’re already go-
ing to put up to 20 percent 
down. Show the seller you 
love them by putting that 
money in escrow during the 
time you’re doing your due 
diligence, financing and ap-
praisal contingencies. 

In the case those two tac-
tics don’t get you anywhere, 
you’ll win hearts and minds 

by writing the seller a note 
about how much you’re go-
ing to love the house. Noth-
ing beats knowing how spe-
cial that house is going to 
be when you visualize Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. It’s a pretty neat 
thing for a seller to see – pic-
tures help, too.

“I want to sell but, is it 
the right time?”

The time is right if the 
time is right for you. Don’t 
wait for Amazon to show 
up and turn dirt – you’ll be 
waiting a long time. Visual-
ize where you’re going to be 
by mid-year and make moves 
to achieve that now.

REAL TALK

MARKET FROM | 29

A relaxing retreat called home

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: Expan-
sive, stunning 
home in the 
heart of Mount 
Vernon Park.
Left: The gour-
met kitchen 
is has stylish 
storage, gas 
cooktop and 
double wall 
ovens. 
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Spring to Action in Belle Haven
Support Spring2ACTion this Wednesday, April 10

Top row left:
Under Contract  — Listing Agent
2101 Waltonway Road, Alexandria, VA

Bottom row left:
Sold — Buyers Agent
2009 Fort Drive, Alexandria, VA

Top row right:
Sold  — Listing Agent
1932 Summit Terrace, Alexandria, VA

Bottom row right
Under Contract — Listing Agent
2105 Woodmont Road, Alexandria, VA

Jeanne Warner
jwarner@ttrsir.com

+1 703 980 9106

Alexandria Brokerage 400 S Washington Street, Alexandria, VA  |  +1 703 310 6800  |  ttrsir.com

COMING SOON:
2205 Foresthill Road, Alexandria, VA
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BY MARA BENNER

Have you heard the 
name Greta Thunberg? She 
is the 16-year-old girl who 
recently orchestrated stu-
dent-led demonstrations in 
100 countries to bring at-
tention to climate change. 
More than 1,600 locations 
throughout the world were 
involved, along with more 
than 150,000 students. Her 
concern for environmental 
issues has several local Al-
exandria businesses launch-
ing a one-week “eco-living 
challenge.”  

Mellenie Runion of Al-
exandria’s Truly-Life, Eco 
Skin Care is joining with Al-
exandria-based businesses 
Greener Cleaners, Maid to 
Clean, Bon Vivant, Juniper 
Eco Salon and Mom’s Or-
ganic Market for the chal-
lenge. The businesses are 
encouraging individuals to 
rethink how they use elec-
tricity, plastic, glass, paper, 
cardboard and even com-
post. During the one-week 
challenge, participants are 
encouraged to change their 
habits and lessen their car-
bon footprint.

To join the challenge, in-
corporate environmentally 
friendly habits into your life 
and share your experiences 
through the Truly-Life so-
cial media platforms. The 
challenge begins April 7 
with the eco businesses list-
ed above determining win-
ners who will be announced 
on Earth Day, April 22. For 
details, visit www.Tru-
ly-Life.com/blog. 

Runion’s lifelong passion 

has been environmental-
ly friendly living, which is 
what inspired her to launch 
Truly-Life. Runion grows 
most of the herbs used in her 
biodegradable natural prod-
uct line in her back yard. 
I recently asked her a few 
questions about environ-
mentally friendly living. 

Benner:  What are you 
currently doing to help the 

environment?
Runion: I am pleased to 
offer all natural products 
that are grown locally and 
support  greening the city. I 
also serve on the Alexandria 
Beautification Commission 
which is focused on recog-
nizing those who support 
the greening of our area and 
ensuring a sustainable city. 
… We are finalizing a new 
park at Bellefont and Route 
1. The one-acre lot will be 
transformed into a natural 

habitat absorbing pollu-
tion and supporting wildlife 
through a wildflower and 
grass meadow with 14 addi-
tional trees.  
B:  What simple things do 
you recommend residents do 
to reduce their carbon foot-
print?
R: Let’s start with plastic 
straws. When you are at your 
local restaurant for a meal, 
please do not request plas-
tic straws. It is a very simple 
task that helps to really re-

duce our carbon footprint.  
If you really like straws, 
then purchase a metal or 
paper straw to use with your 
drinks.
B:  Speaking of plastic, the 
plastic bags from the gro-
cery store are not able to 
be recycled in Alexandria, 
correct? What should we do 
with our plastic bags?
R: Correct, you can’t recy-
cle the plastic bags in with 

Join the local eco-living challenge

MARA BENNER

FILE PHOTO
Plastic grocery bags are not recycled in Alexandria, but can be dropped off at a bag recycling container 
available at most grocery stores. But to avoid making the extra trip, consider bringing reusable shop-
ping bags with you — leave them in the car for easy access. 

SEE ECO-LIVING | 35
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Piano Concerto No. 3

April 6, 2019 @ 8pm 
April 7, 2019 @ 3pm

ADULT: $20-$80 • STUDENT: $10 • YOUTH: $5

Also featuring music by Reznicek and Schumann

RACHMANINOFF

James Ross, Music Director
Marianna Prjevalskaya, Pianist

Season
Finale!

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&

BY PAUL ROBERTS

Working out is import-
ant to your health. It is also 
dangerous to work out with 
poor technique. As one gets 
older, the risk of injury based 
on incorrect form gets worse. 
Two things are certain: not 
working out will lead to 
health problems and working 
out with flawed technique 
causes different health prob-
lems. Spend the time and 
resources necessary to learn 
proper technique for the type 
of exercise you do.

Use proper technique
All exercises have points 

of performance, which are 
techniques that describe the 
correct way to perform an 
exercise. While all exercises 
have different points of per-
formance, there are several 
common principles to most 
exercises.  

Maintain midline sta-
bility by maintaining your 
lumbar and thoracic spine 

in a neutral, braced position 
for most exercises. In gen-
eral, you want to go from 
your core to extremities by 
moving or engaging larger 
muscles in your body before 
the smaller ones. So it’s hips 
before biceps and so forth. 
When lifting weights, you 
should maintain an even load 
across your midfoot.

Learn proper form
It can take months to 

become adept at complex 
exercises like deadlifts and 
kettlebell swings. When 
training in a public gym, you 
are constantly bombarded 
with examples of poor tech-
nique. You also likely don’t 
have a coach watching your 
technique to make sure it 
matches the standard or 
making adjustments to that 
standard based on your mo-
bility. YouTube is great; just 
remember its benefits are 
limited and don’t replace an 
actual coach working with 
you. 

Here’s a link to an in-
structional video on the ket-
tlebell swing: www.youtu.
be/0hxAgDYrZMM

Improve your muscle 
targeting

Utilizing proper form 
helps ensure that you tar-
get the correct muscles. If 
you are performing squats, 
you should feel the weight 
of the barbell in your legs: in 
your glutes, hamstrings and 
quads. If you don’t, you prob-
ably aren’t doing the exercise 
correctly.  

Use proper form and 
stop wasting energy

Proper form places your 
body in its strongest posi-
tion. In contrast, improper 
form decreases the efficiency 
of your exercises. Decreased 
efficiency means fewer gains 
and more risk of injury. When 
you lift with incorrect form, 
your body expends unnec-

COURTESY INFOGRAPHIC
The nature of the kettlebell swing involves using the upper muscles in the traps to control the move-
ment of the kettle as it swings outward. The shoulder and kettlebell provide opposing forces allowing 
the coach to maintain his balance among the front plane.

Work out the right way

SEE WORK OUT | 35

Join us 
Seasonal special: Fresh Shad 

Roe with Anchovy Butter and 
Bacon Strips

Spring specials coming soon

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge
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You Can’t Take It With You                              2/23-3-16

Off-beat, quirky, and 
downright hilarious, this 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
comedy has stood the test 
of time. This idealistic take 
on life, family and love 
reinforces the idea that 
you can only live life to the 
fullest by doing whatever 
makes you happy.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

110 King Street 
571-310-1622

RYUSHINKANAIKIDO.com

WHAT IS AIKIDO?

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&
essary energy and increases 
the risk for compensation in-
juries.

Choose your weights 
carefully

When you select weights 
that are too heavy, your body 
will recruit muscles that ar-
en’t designed for that exer-
cise. How heavy is too heavy? 
If you are new to weight lift-
ing, 10 to 15 reps per set is a 
good minimum rep range.

Full range of motion is 
critical

Most inexperienced lift-
ers tend to only work their 
mid-range. Working the mid-
dle of the range of the muscle 
contraction is easier because 
you are strong in this range. 
Working just the midrange 
can lead to loss of mobili-
ty and eventually injury. So 
if you are doing half-reps, 
you probably have too much 
weight on the bar. Check 
your ego and select an appro-
priate weight.

Breath control is im-
portant

Different types of training, 
such as yoga, weight lifting, 
bodybuilding and running 
require different breathing 
patterns. Breath work is even 
different in deadlifts versus 
kettlebell swings. So do your 
research and check with a 
certified personal trainer or 
strength coach on how to 
breathe for the exercises in 
your workout plan.

Balance your program-
ming 

Most people who lift on 
their own, without a certi-
fied personal trainer, have 
self-inflicted muscle imbal-
ances. In many cases, this 
means the client has worked 
the muscles that he or she 
can see in the mirror: abs, 
quads, chest and biceps. In 
contrast, the same people 
generally have weak ham-
strings, groin, glutes, lower 
back, triceps and neck mus-
cles. Getting stronger in-
volves strengthening all your 
muscles in the kinetic chain 

– not just the ones you see in 
the mirror.

Lift three times a week 
In terms of improvement 

per hour, your sweet-spot is 
going to be a solid hour every 
other day. Alternating rest 
and workout days provides 
you sufficient recovery time. 
If you want to spend more 
time on your health and fit-
ness, spend the time shop-
ping for and prepping your 
food. On your off day, do 
some walking, light cardio or 
dancing.

Learn proper warmups
Warmups provide a host 

of benefits such as pattern-
ing, increasing blood flow, 
improving muscle plasticity 
and decreasing risk of inju-
ry.  Warmups are probably 
the most important part of 
your workout — don’t skip 
them.

The writer coaches strength 
and mobility at Sand and 

Steel Fitness, located at 
109 S. Alfred St., 22314.

regular home recycling. Col-
lect them and drop them off 
at a bag recycling container 
available at most grocery 
stores. This includes all the 
plastic films that are around 
purchased items such as toi-
let paper, or sliced cheese. 
… Take shopping bags with 
you to the store for your pur-
chases.  Leave them in your 
car for easy access when you 
do errands.  

There are two types of 
plastic bags. The thinner 
plastic gets recycled in the 
grocery store bins.  Your 
heavier Zip Lock bags or 
those bags with a perforat-

ed top like a potato chip bag 
should be collected too and 
separated from the thinner 
plastic. There is only one 
grocery store that helps to 
recycle the heavier plastic 
bags: Mom’s Organic Market 
at 3831 Mount Vernon Ave.  
B: What else would help 
with our carbon footprint?
R: As Alexandrians, we are 
focused on our health and 
wellbeing so when possible, 
walk to do your errands.  It 
is a win-win because you 
get exercise in while you 
are helping reduce your car-
bon footprint by not driving 
cars.
B: How can readers learn 
more and participate in the 

challenge?
R: Be part of the solution by 
joining us for the eco living 
challenge.  You will receive 
additional tips on how to 
incorporate simple tasks 
into your life. Learn more 
by visiting https://truly-life.
com/blog/ and join other 
env ironmentally-fr iend-
ly Alexandrian businesses 
through social media using 
the hashtag #2019EcoLiving.

The writer is founder of 
Four Directions Wellness, 

intuitively connecting 
body, mind, emotions and 

spirit, which is affiliated 
with the GW Center for 

Integrative Medicine.

WORK OUT FROM | 34
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
LED Light Bulbs! 

We have 
Night Lights, 

60 Watt, 
100 Watt, 
3-Way, 

And PARs for recess light 
fixtures! 

All in 
a color 
of 
light  
that 
you 
are 
used to 
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EASTER
SUNSET
SERVICE

1801 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria
WWW.OURCONVERGENCE.ORG

Take a Contempla�ve Walk Through
Easter With Art, Poetry and Music

SET

Palm Sunday, April 14 - 5 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 21 - 5 p.m.

April 14 - 5 p.m.
April 21 - 5 p.m.
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BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

When we look in the mir-
ror, what do we see? What do 
we choose to see? What dark-
ness do we choose to ignore?

From an eerie pre-credit 
sequence in a house of mir-
rors to a spine-tinglingly 
ambiguous smile in the fi-
nal minutes, “Us,” director 
Jordan Peele’s follow-up to 
his instant classic “Get Out,” 
is an unnerving, fun and 
messy horror film. It is both 
obsessed with these ques-
tions of personal and nation-
al identity and comfortable 
letting the audience find its 
own answers.

Yes, “Us” is a horror mov-
ie. Don’t let 
that scare you 
away. Peele 
doubles down 
on the viscer-
al terror and 
bloodshed for 
his sopho-
more feature, 
but, like in 
“Get Out,” 
the director 
has more on his mind than 
scares. 

“Us” begins with a flash-
back to the summer of 1986, 
with a young Adelaide (Mad-

ison Curry) walking a San-
ta Cruz boardwalk with her 
less than attentive parents. 
Before long, Adelaide wan-
ders off the boardwalk, onto 
the beach and into a house 
of mirrors. “Find yourself,” 
reads a sign over the door.

Adelaide finds herself lost 
among a barrage of reflec-
tions and the metaphorical 
promise of the entryway sign 
becomes literal. Adelaide 
comes face-to-face with a 
doppelganger of herself.

The film then cuts to the 
present day where we meet 
the Wilson family driving to 
a summer vacation destina-
tion. A now adult Adelaide 
(Lupita Nyong’o) lounges 

quietly in the 
p a s s e n g e r 
seat, her hus-
band Gabe 
( W i n s t o n 
Duke) cracks 
dad jokes, 
while their 
two children, 
Zora (Sha-
hadi Wright 
Joseph) and 

Jason (Evan Alex), stare out 
the window absentmindedly. 
Classic Americana.

But something is not 
right with Adelaide. Through 

flashbacks, it becomes clear 
that she was traumatized by 
the events of 1986. All these 
years later, she still fears her 
doppelganger is out to get 
her. The family’s vacation to 
Santa Cruz isn’t helping.

Her nightmare becomes 
a brutal reality when an en-
tire family of doppelgangers 
shows up in the Wilsons’ 
driveway. Dressed in red 
jumpsuits and wielding gold-
en scissors, these dark mirror 
versions of the Wilson family 
are malevolent, animalistic 
and hellbent on torturing 
their counterparts.

The actors, who play both 
versions of their characters, 
are, across the board, fantas-

tic. Duke brings the perfect 
amount of affable, goofball 
charm and is the source of 
most of the movie’s well-
timed comedic moments. Jo-
seph and Alex rise above the 
child actor label to deliver 
excellent, grounded perfor-
mances in the middle of all 
the madness. 

But the movie belongs to 
Nyong’o. She delivers two 
totally different – yet equal-
ly stellar – performances as 
heroine and monster. Be-
tween Adelaide’s wide-eyed 
terror, buried trauma and 
fierce resolve and Red’s au-
tomaton movements, vacant 
yet calculating stare and 
haunting rasp, you would 

think two different actors 
were playing the roles.

The home invasion se-
quence is truly terrifying, 
and “Us” is chock full of fine-
ly-crafted horror set pieces. 
Peele has evolved as a direc-
tor. The camera moves with 
balletic grace and the fram-
ing of certain shots just calls 
for freeze frame analysis. 
Cinematographer Mike Giou-
lakis only helps bring out the 
best in Peele’s filmmaking.

Peele has made a fun, vis-
ceral scare machine, but, rest 
easy, he hasn’t lost his obses-
sion with uniquely American 
nightmares.

Jordan Peele turns a terrifying, thought-provoking 
mirror back on “Us”

PHOTO/UNIVERSAL PICTURES
Winston Duke, Shahadi Wright Joseph, Evan Alex and Lupita Nyong’o as the family of doppelgangers.

CODY MELLO-KLEIN

SEE US | 45
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Escape to the forest of Arden with a romantic 
and immersive production of William 

Shakespeare’s As You Like It. 
Four charming couples swoon, banter, argue, 

and fall deeply in love against the background 
of an original, modern score.

April 4 - 27, 2019

TThe Lab at Convergence
1819 N. Quaker Lane

Alexandria, VA

Tickets $20

www.bravespiritstheatre.com

ARTS

Gadsby’s Tavern tells 
the stories of early 
American women 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A dimly lit room full of 
men, their feet up on tables 
as they guzzle beer and li-
quor – this masculine space, 
where women have no place 
other than to serve, is the 
most common image of the 
tavern. 

Through a special series 
of tours for Women’s History 
Month, the Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum is painting a differ-
ent picture. “The Feminine 
Side of the Tavern” tour 
aims to include women’s 
narratives in tavern history.

In the 18th century, tav-
erns were the center of life 
in towns and cities.

“It’s where everyone is 

going for not only meals 
but to find out what’s hap-
pening, what’s changing,” 
Jessica Highland, a Gads-
by’s Tavern volunteer tour 
guide, said. “These are your 
early hotels. You vote in 
taverns. You get your dental 
care done in taverns.”

The women involved in 
the narratives of tavern life 
are largely limited to up-
per-class women who could 
read, write and afford to 
travel, according to High-
land. At the time, travel 
was dangerous and expen-
sive, and women generally 
stayed behind to manage 
the home.

At Gadsby’s Tavern, the 
upper-class women who 
took part in tavern life did 
not often mix with the large-
ly male patronage that took 
up Gadsby’s public room. 

Traveling women often did 
not even stay at taverns like 
Gadsby’s due to the cramped 
rooms and bedbug-ridden 
cots, Highland said.

Instead, wealthy women 
found their own safe spac-
es in private dining rooms 
where they could eat, drink 
and talk by themselves or 

with their husbands in rela-
tive peace and quiet.

“A traveling woman like-
ly has enough money to rent 
this space and she can close 
the door and have a much 
nicer, much more private 
meal,” Highland said.

The tour also celebrates 
the voices of middle-class, 
working class and enslaved 
women.

“There are all types of 
middle-class women who 
ran taverns, enslaved wom-
en that were forced to be 
here to take care of the peo-
ple who came to the tav-
erns,” Highland said.

There are several small 
buildings in the courtyard 
behind Gadsby’s Tavern. The 
enslaved men and women 
that builder John Wise and 

Unearthing the feminine side of tavern life

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Upper-class women who traveled found safe eating spaces in pri-
vate dining rooms away from the public room, pictured here, which 
had a largely male patronage.

SEE GADSBY’S | 39
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owner John Gadsby owned 
would retreat to these shel-
ters when they could during 
their 24/7, on-call existence, 
Highland said. Enslaved 
women would clean linens 
and silver from the private 
rooms and generally serve 
the patrons as their masters 
saw fit.

However, enslaved wom-
en still found ways to sur-
vive.

“We know that women 
are enslaved to work here 
and are using these spaces as 
their only way of surviving 
a pretty brutal existence,” 
Highland said.

One enslaved woman at 
Gadsby’s Tavern, Candace, 
managed to find freedom. 
Although there is not a lot of 
information available about 
Candace, Highland said, city 
historians know that John 
Wise owned her and that her 
story ended well, partly be-

cause of the tavern.
“Being an enslaved per-

son at a tavern offers you a 
different life than being the 
sole enslaved person at a 
residential house,” Highland 
said.

In Gadsby’s Tavern, Can-
dace had more access to peo-
ple and relationships than 
a solitary enslaved woman 
at a house. According to 
Highland, Candace met and 
married a free man named 
London Payne, had a child 
and was eventually, with the 
help of her husband, freed by 
Wise.

In assembly rooms, which 
served as everything from 
ballrooms to medical offic-
es, women did more than 
just patronize the tavern.

“They also were service 
providers as well,” Highland 
said. “They were merchants, 
they were entertainers. 
They were making a living 
for themselves in spaces like 
this either giving dance les-

sons or lectures.”
These women carved 

out a place for themselves 
in an otherwise masculine 
space. Other primarily mid-
dle-class women found ways 
to inch into the tavern busi-
ness itself, Highland said.

Highland cited Mary 
Hawkins, who from 1774 to 
1777 ran a tavern. The lease 
was underwritten by city 
founder John Carlyle. Ac-
cording to Highland, finding 
a wealthy patron – or a busy 
husband – to underwrite 
a lease was a great way for 
some middle-class women to 

enter the world of business.
“That’s a way that wom-

en were able to get a foot in 
the door and support them-
selves in the 18th century 
when you might think that’s 
not so easy,” Highland said.

Long after the site func-
tioned as a tavern and hotel, 
women remained involved in 
the story of Gadsby’s tavern. 
Rebecca Ramsay Reese was 
deeply involved in preserva-
tion and restoration efforts 
in the early 20th century, 
Highland said. Because of 
her, Highland is able to tell 
these stories in the first 

place.
“Rebecca Ramsay Reese 

was here to make sure it was 
done right,” Highland said. 
“She didn’t want colonial re-
vival, she didn’t want cute-
sy colonial, 20th-century 
vibes. She’s a really big part 
of why these buildings are 
standing today.”

Reese’s work paid off. 
In the years that followed, 
Gadsby’s Tavern was host to 
some of the most powerful 
women of the era, like Elea-
nor Roosevelt. It was proof 
that women’s stories were an 
integral part of tavern – and 
Alexandria – history, High-
land said. 

“We see these powerful 
early 20th-century women 
bringing Gadsby’s back to 
life and really being a part 
of that story,” Highland said.

The last “Feminine Side 
of the Tavern” tour is on 
March 30. Tickets are limit-
ed.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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[Women] were merchants, they 
were entertainers. They were 
making a living for themselves 
in spaces like this either giving 
dance lessons or lectures.”

– Jessica Highland, 
volunteer tour guide, Gadsby’s Tavern
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MARCH 28

ARCHAEOLOGY AFTER DARK: 
“FREEDMEN’S CEMETERY” 
Char McCargo Bah presents her 
new book, “Alexandria’s Freedmen’s 
Cemetery: A Legacy of Freedom” 
and recounts the stories of men and 
women who poured into Alexan-
dria to obtain protection at the 
beginning of the Civil War, as well 
as the search for their descendants. 
Retired City Archaeologist, Fran 
Bromberg, will then complement 
the discussion by highlighting the 
archaeological investigations at the 
cemetery. Advance purchase of tick-
ets is recommended; limited space 
is available.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/

MARCH 29

9TH ANNUAL MARCH150 
ART PARTY Target Gallery’s 
popular annual exhibition and art 
sale, March150, returns. Come 
along for a lively evening featuring a 
special menu of appetizers provided 
by Chadwicks, a wine bar provided 
by Sonoma Cellar, beer by Port 
City Brewing Co.,  a photo booth 
by Mr. Shuttersworth, fun hands-on 
art activities with the Mobile Art 
Lab, printmaking by Patrick Sar-
gent of Printmakers Inc., live painting 
demos by post-grad resident Michae-
la Japec, an interactive performance 
by George Mason University MFA 
candidate Andi Benge and more.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter, 105 N. Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

MARCH 30

NEVERTHELESS SHE PERSIST-
ED: THINGS YOUR DAUGHTER 
NEEDS TO KNOW Anne Bolen 
of Anne B. History gives examples 
of lessons learned and stories 
of perseverance she has collect-
ed while conducting oral history 
interviews. With over 25 years in the 
museum and archives field, Bolen is 
passionate about preserving national 
and community stories. At this event, 
Anne will relate some of the lessons 
she has learned from the women she 
has interviewed and give tips on how 
to conduct oral history interviews. 
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Branch 
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF FRIEND-
SHIP FIREHOUSE MUSEUM 
Volunteers, concerned for the 
well-being of Alexandria, formed the 
Friendship Fire Company in 1774. 
Come for an in-depth guided tour of 
Friendship’s firehouse. Learn about 
the company’s firefighting proce-
dures and equipment, as well as 
the different roles the organization 
played in serving the community. For 
ages 10 and older.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/shop

PUBLIC ART OPENING FOR 
MIRROR MIRROR Mirror Mirror is 
a temporary art installation created by 
New York design studio SOFTlab that 
responds to sound with illuminated 
color. It is the inaugural work for the 
Office of the Arts’ “Site/See: New 
Views in Old Town” public art series. 
Visitors can talk, sing and play with 
the work and be bathed in rain-
bow-hued light. The artwork does not 
make noise. It responds to sound with 
light, allowing visitors to interact with 
the artwork and affect its appearance 
using their voices and bodies. 
Time: 2 to 9 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1A Prince 
St.

Information: alexandriava.gov/
publicart

MARCH 31

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
TOUR Explore important sites asso-
ciated with George Washington in his 
hometown of Alexandria. This guided 
walking tour of historic Old Town 
covers significant people and events 
in Washington’s life and in American 
history, with stops at Ramsay House, 
Market Square, Carlyle House, Wise’s 
Tavern, Duvall Tavern/Charles Lee 
House, Gadsby’s Tavern, Washing-
ton’s townhouse, The Lord Fairfax 
House, the “Light-Horse” Harry Lee 
house and Christ Church. The tour is 
free and no reservations are required.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Visitor Center, 
221 King St. 
Information: www.washingtonbirth-
day.com

EMBROIDERING WITH BUT-
TERCREAM: MEXICAN MOTIF 
CAKE DECORATING In this class, 
appropriate for beginners or more 
advanced students who want to 
have more fun, Mayra Garcia from 
CelebrateMe! Dessert Shop in Fair-
fax, will teach students with a sweet 
tooth how to pipe beautiful Mexican 
Embroidery designs with butter-
cream. The workshop will begin with 
a demo on how to build, fill and ice a 
cake properly, then move on to how 
to create beautiful embroidery-in-
spired traditional Mexican patterns. 
Each student will receive a 6 inch, 
crumb-coated cake ready to be iced 
and decorated as part of the class. 
Time: 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey 
House, 9000 Richmond Highway
Information: woodlawnevents@
savingplaces.org

MONTHLY MEDITATION Enjoy 
a free monthly meditation class at 
Yoga in Daily Life. Bring a yoga mat 
and get ready to relax. This free, 
hour-long meditation session will 
help you center yourself and unwind 
at the beginning of a busy week. 
Practice some mindfulness and 
connect with your inner self.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

APRIL 3

CREATE A POCKET-SIZED PO-
ETRY CHAPBOOK April is National 
Poetry Month. Express some poetic 
thoughts in DIY fashion by producing 
a small original book of poetry. Bring 
poems, write them here or just come 
to create a booklet for future poems. 
The library will provide the supplies, 
including a typewriter, and templates 
to help design the right look for the 
right book. Ages 12 through 18 are 
welcome.
Time: 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

APRIL 4

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING: 
“LIKE” “Like” is an IndieFlix Original 
documentary that explores the 
impact of social media. Technology 
is a tool. It’s here to stay and social 
platforms are a place to connect, 
share and care, but what’s really 
happening? Are people addicted? 
What do people need to know? 
By understanding the effects of 
technology and social media on the 
brain, on peoples’ lives and society 
at large, the documentary aims to 
educate on how to navigate it more 
safely together. The screening will be 
followed by a panel discussion with 
mental health experts Dr. Clifford 
Sussman, Dr. Michelle Mullaley 
and Dr. Erika Shilling. Attendance is 
free, but RSVP is required for each 
attendee.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Fusion Academy Alexan-
dria, 333 John Carlyle St.
Information: www.fusionacademy.
com/alexandria/

APRIL 5

‘(NO) COMFORT ZONE’ EX-
HIBIT OPENING RECEPTION 
The “(No) Comfort Zone” exhibit will 
have an opening reception on April 5 
and run through April 28. It reflects 
people, places and things that are in 
and/or out of their comfort zone. In a 
comfort zone, things feel familiar and 
people are at ease and in control. 
Outside of a comfort zone, people 
face the unknown, the unfamiliar 
and the uncertain.
Time: Opening reception is from 7 
to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits

APRIL 6 AND 7

ASO PERFORMS RACHMANI-
NOFF PIANO CONCERZTO NO. 
3 The ASO’s 2018-2019 season 
concludes in April, featuring Rach-
maninoff’s famed Piano Concerto 
No. 3 with Robert Schumann’s poetic 
Symphony No. 1 “Spring.” Herald-
ed as one of the most technically 
difficult concertos in the modern rep-
ertoire, its notoriety expanded in pop 
culture with the release of the 1996 
film, “Shine,” which is loosely based 
on the life of pianist David Helfgott. 
By contrast, Schumann’s Symphony 
No. 1 “Spring” was an early work in 
the composer’s repertoire, inspired 
by German poetry and expanding on 
the composer’s early songs for voice 
and piano.
Time: 8 p.m. on April 6, 3 p.m. on 
April 7
Location: Saturday at Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, Sunday at George 
Washington Masonic Memorial
Information: www.alexsym.org
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Port City Profile

Community Lodgings 
was founded in 1987 with 
a mission to lift families 
from homelessness and in-
stability to independence 
and self-sufficiency. To-
day, CL offers 39 afford-
able apartment homes to 
Alexandria’s working, poor 
families so they no longer 
have to choose between 
buying food for their chil-
dren or paying their elec-
tric bill. 

CL also offers six transi-
tional housing apartments 
and supportive services for 
families, often headed by a 
single parent, as they tran-
sition from a shelter to in-
dependence. 

CL manages a youth ed-
ucation program that has 
given hundreds of children 
the structure and support 
to stay focused as they nav-
igate through school and 
childhood into adulthood. 

For 32 years, Commu-
nity Lodgings has offered 
services for families in need 
in Alexandria and helped to 

bring about lasting change 
by addressing housing, ed-
ucation, safety, security 
and family support. They 
serve more than 200 indi-
viduals per week, proving 
their mission is as vital now 
as ever.

AT A GLANCE
Name: Community  

Lodgings
Location: Main Office 

3912 Elbert Avenue, Suite 
108, Alexandria, VA 22305

Hours of operation:  
Office is open 9:00 am 
- 5:00 pm, programing 
hours vary by program.

Type of nonprofit: 501(c)(3) 
Charitable Organization 

Phone: (703) 549-4407
Email: info 

@community-lodgings.org
Website: www.community-

lodgings.org

Our story & how to help:
www.givegab.com/nonprofits/

velocity-bicycle-cooperative

Support Alexandria’s 
Only Non-profit 

Community Bike Shop
•do-it-yourself repairs

•refurbished bikes
•youth and community 

outreach programs
•classes •rides  •events 

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray

our 9th year!
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co
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Bike Warehouse Sale
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APRIL 6

DEL RAY’S 2ND WALK OF 
AVENUE POEMS Calling all poetry 
lovers. Starting at the Duncan Library 
meeting room, Renée Adams of 
Del Ray’s poetry fence will lead a 
walk to some of the 65 poems she 
placed outside businesses and other 
locations in Del Ray for April, poetry 
month. A list of the businesses and 
poems from the Duncan Library is 
also available. This event is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Starting at Duncan Library, 
2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1705

ALEXANDRIA TASTES OF 
SPRING CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FOOD CRAWL Enjoy the warming 
air and the season’s first blooms with 
friends and build a culinary adventure 
on the first annual Alexandria Tastes 
of Spring Cherry Blossom Food 
Crawl. Eat throughout Old Town on a 
self-guided food tour sampling diverse 
cuisine at some of Alexandria’s most 
popular restaurants. At check-in, grab 
tickets along with a wristband and 
passport and head out on a culinary 
crawl of Old Town. At each partici-
pating location, show the wristband, 
and give them your ticket to enjoy 
delicious tastings. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Provided at time of ticket 
purchase
Information: www.carpedcfoodtours.
com 

CHERRY BLOSSOM CELEBRA-
TION Enjoy an indoor hanami (flower 
viewing) in the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center and revel in all things cherry 
blossom. Artists show and make work 
inspired by the popular pink and white 
blooms. Find a bevy of activities and 
performances to enjoy this regional 
celebration in Alexandria.
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

APRIL 10

MEET THE AUTHOR: CARLA 
MCCLAFFERTY Hooray for Books!  
welcomes author Carla McClafferty 
to the bookstore to present and sign 
her new book, “Buried Lives: The 
Enslaved People of George Washing-
ton’s Mount Vernon.” Join them for 
an illuminating look at the complex 
relationships between George 
Washington and the enslaved people 
of Mount Vernon, and the history still 
being uncovered there.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.com

APRIL 11

BARKS, BREWS AND BITES 
Bring along a beloved four-legged best 

friend for Barks, Brews and Bites, 
featuring pup-tinis and delicious 
doggie treats. While pooches mix and 
mingle to meet new furry friends in 
the outdoor courtyard, happy hour 
cocktail specials and dinner options 
are available for owners as well. This 
event occurs every Thursday, starting 
April 11.
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: Jackson 20, 480 King St.
Information: www.jackson20restau-
rant.com 

APRIL 13

EASTER EGG HUNT WITH THE 
OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE DISTRICT 
Join the Old Town Boutique District 
for a morning of Easter fun. While 
little ones are busy searching for a big 
Easter egg hidden within each bou-
tique, moms and dads can shop the 
beautiful selection of spring clothing, 
shoes, jewelry, home decor, doggie 
toys and more. Receive a raffle ticket 
with your purchases to be entered in 
a drawing to win fabulous items from 
local businesses. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Throughout Old Town
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com

SPECIALTY TOUR: HAMILTON 
BFF AND FRENEMIES Inspired by 
the musical Hamilton, hear Washing-
ton, Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison 
and Burr — alongside stories from 
enslaved men and women working at 
the tavern, like Candas and Moses. 
Grapple with the realities of early 
America and how these stories inter-
twined to start a new nation. Advance 
purchase of tickets is recommended; 
limited space is available.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/

2019 ARLANDRIA EGGSTRAVA-
GANZA The Arlandria Eggstravagan-
za is back and better than ever. This 
year’s event features entertainment 
by the Rainbow Rock Band, Uncle 
Devin, Kalin Jones and more. The day 
also features plenty of food, activities 
and games for the whole family, 
including multiple egg hunts for every-
one from tots to teens and adults. A 
petting zoo and health services area 
are new additions to this year’s activi-
ties. These activities will join the other 
favorites like the putt-putt forest, 
carnival game area and community 
resource tent.
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Conservatory 
Center, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.arlandriaeggstrav-
aganza.com

APRIL 16

WINE 101 AT 108: SAUVIGNON 
BLANC CLASS Whether a wine 
novice or a connoisseur, a Wine 101 
class at 108 is the perfect way to 
learn more about wine. Learn the 
basics about one of the most pop-

ular white wines - Sauvignon Blanc. 
Come taste five wines from various 
regions paired with light fare and 
learn from owner Lisa Katic, who has 
more than 20 years of experience in 
the world of wine.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Wine Gallery 108, 108 N. 
Patrick St.
Information: www.alturawinegourmet.
com/events

APRIL 19

20TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG 
HUNT AT LEE-FENDALL HOUSE 
MUSEUM The Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden’s Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt returns to Alexandria on 
Easter weekend. Once again, the 
museum’s garden will be filled with 
hundreds of colorful toy-filled Easter 
eggs, including two prize eggs. Other 

activities include games, crafts, 
temporary tattoos, refreshments and 
photos with the Easter Bunny. Every 
participating child will receive an Eas-
ter Egg. Hunts are also scheduled for 
April 20 and April 21 at 12:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. respectively.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
and Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org
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Spring2ACTion is a 24-hour online event that provides a simple way 
to connect donors to the local charitable causes they care about.

www.inova.org/spring2action

  What is Spring2ACTion?

  What can I do?

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

April 10, 2019

It’s Time to Spring2ACTion to Support Inova  
Alexandria Hospital’s Smallest Patients!

  How will my support help?

I’m ready to Spring2ACTion! 

Inova Alexandria Hospital is supporting our smallest patients in our 
Charlotte and Walter Jones Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).  

Your support will go towards new equipment such as:
Turtle Tubs and mamaRoo Swing • New Rocking Chairs and Footrests • New Giraffe Bed

Donate on April 10 to support Inova Alexandria Hospital’s NICU! 

Dine on April 10 at Holy Cow in Del Ray and tell them you support Inova 
Alexandria Hospital. A percentage of your bill will be donated to support our NICU. 

Spread the Word! Follow us on Twitter @InovaHealth and on the Inova 
Alexandria Hospital Facebook Page and retweet and share our message.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
The home of the late Supreme Court 

Justice Hugo Black, also known as the 
Vowell-Snowden House, and featured in 
“Seaport in Virginia, George Washing-
ton’s Alexandria,” published in 1949 by 
my aunt, Gay Montague Moore, is subject 
to a preservation and open space ease-
ment given to the Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources by Justice and Mrs. 
Black in 1969. The intent of the Blacks to 
preserve the garden grounds of the prop-
erty as open space is quite clear from that 
easement.

It is the largest private garden in Old 
Town, comprising the equivalent of 12 
townhouse lots, some of which were 
cleared of existing structures when the 
Blacks created their garden to include a 
swimming pool and tennis court. The open 
space surrounding 619 S. Lee St. is rarer 
and more significant as a landmark than 
the house itself because of its design and 
ownership history.

The VDHR has previously rejected less 
invasive and space-consuming proposals 
to alter the character and amount of open 
space at 619 S. Lee by other owners of the 

property. Without public participation, the 
VDHR has chosen to preliminarily approve 
the proposed substantial alteration to the 
house and garden by the present owners.

The City of Alexandria has a finan-
cial interest in this matter because it has 
foregone substantial real estate taxes that 
would have applied to the property had it 
not been subject to the historic easement 
since 1969. This fact and Virginia law give 
the city legal standing to intervene in the 
matter and seek enforcement of the terms 
of the easement as specified by Virginia 
law. The failure to do so would seriously 
damage the ability to preserve open space 
through the use of easements in the city 
and the entire state of Virginia.

Four members of the Alexandria City 
Council attended the recent 25th anni-
versary banquet of the Northern Virginia 
Conservation Trust. I hope this creates a 
serious interest in the importance of re-
specting the terms of open space preserva-
tion easements in our community.

I write as a past president of the Histor-
ic Alexandria Foundation, the Old Town 

Uphold the Black house easement

SEE EASEMENT | 43

One of the best things about Alexandria is that we give 
generously, of our money and of our time, to help others. 
This generosity takes place year-round, but it’s capsulized 
by two annual events: ACT for Alexandria’s annual day of 
giving, Spring2ACTion, and Volunteer Alexandria’s Com-
munity Service Day.

This year, Spring2ACTion takes place on April 10, but 
with a twist – early giving actually began yesterday and 
lasts for two full weeks.

Like with voting, allowing early giving hopefully casts 
a wider net and enables more people to participate. With 
a single day of giving, it’s easy to forget to call up the site, 
spring2action.org, on that particular day. With two full 
weeks to donate, there’s really no excuse, even for the pro-
crastinators among us.

Spring2ACTion has been phenomenally successful 
since its inception in 2011. The annual day of giving has 
raised more than $8 million in all, with 2018 alone bring-
ing in $1,812,851 from 9,438 individual donors giving to 
156 nonprofits, according to the ACT for Alexandria web-
site.

This year’s target is an ambitious $2 million, ACT Pres-
ident and CEO Heather Peeler recently told the Times. 
Particularly with the two-week head start, it’s a total the 
community foundation is likely to surpass. 

ACT for Alexandria was started with seed money from 
the family of Norma Steuerle, a generous, long-time Alex-
andria resident who was killed in the attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001.

If donating time is your preference, then mark May 17 – 
Volunteer Alexandria’s Community Service Day – on your 
calendar, but contact them first to let them know you’re 
coming.

Volunteer Alexandria partners with the City of Alexan-
dria to place hundreds of volunteers on more than 20 ser-
vice projects at nonprofits around the city. Participants in 
the Community Service Day are also encouraged to fund-
raise to help meet the cost of running the organization 
year-round.

As with ACT’s day of giving, it’s possible to volun-
teer on a day other than May 17 between 12:30 and 4:30 
p.m., the official date and hours of the service day, if that 
doesn’t work for you or your organization. Volunteer Alex-
andria also has fun participant events like an after party 
and prizes for leading individual and team fundraisers.

So please mark April 10 and May 17 on your calendar to 
give and volunteer in Alexandria. Whether you do so as an 
individual or as part of a team, the rewards from being a 
part of Alexandria’s giving community will pay off for you 
and our city for years to come. Remember, you can donate 
to Spring2ACTion now, and contact Volunteer Alexandria 
if you need to schedule a day other than May 17 to volun-
teer.

To participate, go to spring2action.org and click on the 
green “Donate” button to give, and go to volunteeralex-
andria.org and click on the blue “Register” link to sign up.

It’s never too early, or too late, to help.

It’s time to ACT
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do 
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Take a stand for Alexandria
“So often we forget that the peo-

ple we are serving alongside are peo-
ple with gifts to give and they have 
capacity for service too.” This beauti-
ful quote was recently shared by Ma-
rissa Salgado, elementary programs 
director at Casa Chirilagua, on ACT 
for Alexandria’s Facebook page.  

My colleague Hannah Lee has 
spent the past few months inter-
viewing staff members at Alexandria 
nonprofits and sharing the high-
lights. Marissa’s quote 
really resonates because 
it speaks to the incredible 
diversity of the city and 
the spirt of community 
and collective action that 
makes Alexandria a spe-
cial place.  

One year from now, on 
April 1, 2020, all Alexan-
drians will be called upon 
to take a stand for our community 
and be counted as part of the 2020 
Census. Mandated by the U.S. Con-
stitution, every ten years our country 
counts every resident. Census data 
is used to determine the number of 
seats in the House of Representatives 
and is also used to distribute billions 
of federal dollars to local communi-
ties.  

According to Voices for Virginia’s 
Children, every year more than $10 
billion is allocated to Virginia based 
on census data. It is also used by lo-
cal governments and business for 
planning and decision making.  

Despite the importance, the deci-
sion to participate in the 2020 Census 
is not an easy one for all Alexandri-
ans. The Trump Administration has 
proposed adding a citizenship ques-
tion which experts fear will suppress 
participation by foreign-born resi-
dents who are already undercounted. 

Virginia joined 17 states in a law-
suit to remove the citizenship ques-
tion from the census form out of con-
cern that it will reduce the accuracy 
of the census count. Although the 
Census Bureau is prohibited from 
sharing data at the individual lev-
el, many people worry that census 

information will be used by federal 
agencies to target vulnerable com-
munities that are already feeling 
stressed and fearful of the govern-
ment.  

The citizenship question is only 
one of many challenges facing the 
2020 Census. The Census Bureau has 
insufficient funding at levels lower 
than 2010. And, it is moving from a 
paper form to online responses, rais-
ing concerns around cybersecurity 

and the digital divide.   
Failure to count all Al-

exandrians is a threat to 
representational democ-
racy and the values that 
are core to our country. 
An undercount means 
fewer dollars for schools, 
housing vouchers and 
many critical federal pro-
grams that our commu-

nity members depend upon. The dol-
lars add up quickly. On average each 
person counted represents about 
$2,000 in federal dollars per year for 
ten years. An undercount of even 1 to 
2 percent means tens of millions of 
dollars in lost federal funding for our 
community.  

We can all play a role in making 
sure 100 percent of Alexandrians are 
counted. For example, you can do 
your part to learn more about it and 
talk about the importance of partici-
pating in the 2020 Census with your 
friends and neighbors.

Connect with your congregation 
and other community organizations 
to see how you can partner with 
them to help spread the word. Sup-
port the work of Alexandria’s Com-
plete Count Committee. Or reach 
out to me (heather.peeler@actforal-
exandria.org) or my ACT colleagues 
at 703-739-7778 if you’re not sure 
where to get started.  

Helping to ensure that all of our 
neighbors are included in the 2020 
Census is a gift we can all give to the 
community we love.

The writer is president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

Alexandria in Action 
with Heather Peeler

HEATHER PEELER

Civic Association, the Northern 
Virginia Conservation Council, the 
Conservation Council of Virginia 
and as a 12-year chairman of the Al-
exandria Historical Restoration and 
Preservation Commission, which is 
the local government agency hold-

ing easements preserving open 
space associated with properties in 
Old Town.

Allowing this proposal to go for-
ward would jeopardize the future of 
the easement program in Alexan-
dria and the rest of Virginia.

-Robert Latane Montague III,
Alexandria
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To the editor:
The construction of the BRAC 

and the technology of Google have 
combined to place the City of Alex-
andria at the mercy of automobile 
congestion and cut-through traf-
fic. The basis for this traffic con-
gestion is the building of BRAC, 
housing some 6,000 vehicles in the 
worst possible location, on a major 
highway with no Metro presence. 
It is hard to understand how May-
or Justin Wilson, a “transportation 
expert,” and others, such as former 
mayors Kerry Donley and Bill Eu-
ille and former Congressman Jim 
Moran,  could have embraced such 
a structure.

Because of Google technolo-
gy, cut through traffic, more than 
44 percent according to one re-
cent survey, threatens our quality 
of life. Maryland cars and others 
heading for the BRAC or 395 by-
pass the 495 route by exiting onto 
Telegraph Road to Duke Street 
west, making right turns on vari-
ous streets to cut through neigh-
borhoods in order to reach their 
destination of the BRAC or 395 in 
less time – but at the expense of 
our neighborhoods.

There is a solution to this cut-
through issue: make all cut-through 
streets inaccessible to outside traf-
fic, i.e. “no right turn going west 
(to Landmark) on Duke Street in 
the morning or east on Seminary 
(to King Street) in the afternoon. 
There are eight major streets that 
are in play with cut-through traf-
fic: East Taylor Run, West Taylor 
Run, Cambridge, Yale Drive, Quaker 

Lane, Fort Williams, Jordan Street 
and North Howard Street. These 
streets have the greatest capacity of 
cut-through traffic.

Signs need to be posted on Duke 
Street and on Seminary Road and 
on all the aforementioned streets to 
prevent right hand turns from Duke 
Street west and Seminary Road east 
between 6 and 9 a.m. and 4 to 7 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Residents of the affected areas 
should receive a colored bumper 
sticker for their cars allowing them 
to make the turns regardless of 
the time of day. Failure of the non 
-residents to abide by this posting 
should result in a $250 fine.

This plan would force the for-
mer cut-through traffic to continue 
traveling on 495 or 395 where they 
belong. There are many roads in 
Alexandria that are already marked 
“no right turns or no left turns” at 
certain hours in order to reroute 
traffic away from neighborhoods. 
Why can’t the affected neighbor-
hoods of Seminary Hill, Clover and 
other areas have the same treat-
ment?

The city has turned their back 
on the affected neighborhoods. 
Crosswalks are a temporary fix 
and speed bumps slow the cars but 
do not solve the congestion issue. 
Citizens, forget the idea “it is not 
in my backyard,” it is an issue for 
everyone because the cut-through 
traffic affects the entire city with 
gridlock. We need to take back our 
streets.  

-Bill Goff,
Alexandria

The solution to a residential 
nightmare
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What do you think of the lighted and mirrored public 
art being installed in the new section of Waterfront 
Park?
A) I love it! It’s colorful and vibrant.
B) It’s inappropriate for Old Town.
C) I’ll reserve judgment until I see it.
D) I don’t care.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week

Should Alexandria’s clerk of the court be 
an elected or appointed position?
48% - Elected. 

36% - Appointed.

16% - I’m not sure.
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In 1915, Benjamin T. Baggett pre-
pared a baseball field on the prop-
erty owned by his mother, Sarah M. 
Baggett, on upper King Street, where 
King Street, Cameron Street and 
Commonwealth Avenue now inter-
sect. Opening day for the new park 
was May 1, 1915, and the local Car-
dinal Athletic Club took on the Tech-
nical High School baseball team of 
Washington. 

The Alexandria Gazette report-
ed that, “the Cardinals’ new home is 
situated in King street near the Union 
Station. It is over four acres in size, 
with everything to please the fans in 
the matter of accommodation, both as 
to scenery and location, and an abun-
dance of lime water.”

Furthermore, the paper anticipat-
ed the Cardinals’ new park at Bag-
gett’s Field would become, “an excel-
lent place for persons to spend their 
leisure time during the summer eve-
nings watching the great national 
sport.” In 1921, the paper proclaimed 
that the ballfield was the “best field in 
the city” and had an estimated seating 
capacity of 500. 

In addition to the Cardinals, the 
Alexandria Athletic Association – 
nicknamed “the Triple As” – and the 
Dreadnaught Athletic Club frequently 
played their home games at Baggett’s 
Field, which would sometimes take on 
the name “the Dreadnaught Park” for 
the occasion.

Other ballfields in the City of Al-
exandria included one on North Alfred 
Street between Madison and Mont-
gomery streets and one near the ship-
yard, now Ford’s Landing. The Alex-
andria clubs’ out-of-town opponents 
hailed from places like Washington, 
D.C., Clarendon, Fredericksburg, Cul-
peper, Charlottesville and Richmond, 
making the location of Baggett’s 
Field, adjacent to Alexandria’s Union 
Station, an attractive and convenient 
place for other teams to come and play.

The proximity to the railroad also 
made it an attractive location for fans 
to come sit and watch the game from 
the raised railroad berm – and avoid 

paying admission to the grandstand. 
In 1916, Amos Lyles of Commerce 
Street was accidentally struck by a 
train while watching a game between 
the Cardinals and a team from Tenley-
town, D.C. from the train tracks. He 
was taken to the Alexandria Hospital 
where he was treated for a cut on his 
head and released. 

Others also played at Baggett’s 
Field, including teams from churches, 
offices, factories, newspapers, fire sta-
tions and local military installations 
– including the Alexandria Torpedo 
Station. The Alexandria Police De-
partment also fielded a team through-
out the 1920s and 1930s and at least 
two of their team portraits, taken at 
Baggett’s Field, survive. 

Baggett’s Field appears on the 
1921 Sanborn Atlas as the “Base Ball 
Grounds,” with a grandstand, trol-
ley station and confectionary. It also 
appears in a 1927 aerial photograph, 
showing the infield, grandstand and 
wooden fence. Also visible are the 
faint outlines of a football field, ori-
ented north/south. When not being 
used for baseball, Baggett’s Field was 
also the site of football games, carni-
vals, festivals and other civic gather-
ings. The field closed at the end of the 
1936 or 1937 season when a car dealer-
ship was built on the lot. 

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

More than 20 years of baseball  
at Baggett’s Field

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Baggett’s Field can be seen here in this 
overlay of the 1921 Sanborn Atlas on a 
1927 aerial photograph, showing the infield, 
grandstand and even the faint outline of a 
football field.
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properties. Bennett-Parker 
concluded by making clear 
her opposition to the motion.

“I welcome the applicant 
to Alexandria and to start a 
business in our city that sells 
halal meat, however I cannot 
support the current concept 
given the presence of live 
poultry and relevant impacts, 
which I do not think can be 
mitigated through condi-
tions,” Bennett-Parker said.

Several councilors, in-
cluding Aguirre and Chap-
man, expressed concern that 
parking and traffic in the 
area, which is already a prob-
lem, would be exacerbated by 
the presence of the chicken 
butchery and the newly ap-
proved restaurant Yates Piz-
za.

Horowitz responded that 
the number of customers the 
applicant anticipated on an 
hourly and daily basis – 30 
to 50 customers a day – com-
bined with the site’s four on-
street parking spots would 
not impact parking on Colvin 
Street.

Jackson remained con-
cerned the poultry mar-
ket could negatively im-
pact parking and traffic in 
the area. Jackson pointed 
out that many of the public 

speakers she spoke with after 
the hearing on March 16 were 
from outside Alexandria.

“When I’m hearing that 
a lot of people that come to 
the public hearing do not live 
in Alexandria but want this 
establishment here so they 
don’t have to travel to War-
renton or Fredericksburg or 
Philadelphia, that says to me, 
do we have the infrastruc-
ture to support all the people 
that will be coming here for 
this specific reason,” Jackson 
said.

Jackson’s comments 
were followed by applause 
from residents in atten-
dance. Mayor Justin Wilson 
reminded the crowd that 
this was not a public hear-
ing and threatened to close 
council chambers if there 
was continued interference 

with the meeting.
Aguirre closed his ini-

tial line of questioning by 
emphasizing that the clos-
est facility of this kind is in 
Warrenton, which is 52 miles 
away.

“We’re putting more peo-
ple on the roads in their cars 
as opposed to potentially on 
public transit to come down 
to the Duke corridor to pick 
up their halal meat and then 
going back home,” Aguirre 
said.

Chapman echoed many 
of Aguirre’s concerns, espe-
cially around parking and 
traffic. However, Chapman, 
who lives near the Duke 
Street corridor, emphasized 
that the conversation around 
traffic is a long-needed one 
but not one that should be 
used to “choke out another 

business,” he said.
“To my colleagues, please 

do not use traffic as a con-
cern because that neighbor-
hood traffic is not something 
that this business is going to 
bring about the downfall of,” 
Chapman said. “The down-
fall has already happened.”

After heated discussion 
between many members of 
council, Wilson said that 
throughout his eight years 
on council, he had never en-
countered a use permit as 
hotly debated as this one.

Wilson said he did not 
believe the ethical concerns 
should affect a land use case 
and asserted that many of 
the concerns are addressed 
by the conditions included 

by the city.
“My view is that the con-

ditions that are imposed here 
will go farther than any oth-
er business in this corridor in 
managing odor,” Wilson said.

Seifeldein’s motion 
passed by a vote of 5-2, with 
Bennett-Parker and Jack-
son dissenting. Pepper, who 
had voiced opposition to the 
butchery at the March 16 
public hearing, voted in favor 
on Tuesday night.

One resident stood up and 
remained with his back to 
council as the vote occurred. 
After the vote was tallied, 
several residents in atten-
dance left council chambers 
shouting, “Shame.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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“Us” is not concerned 
with race, at least not direct-
ly, but still has plenty to say. 
Sometimes too much. Peele’s 
sophomore film is more am-
bitious, packing three mov-
ies-worth of ideas into al-
most two hours. 

The metaphor of the dop-
pelganger is potent, if flexi-
ble, and while it would be a 
spoiler to say exactly what 
Peele is after here – hint: 
when asked who they are, 
Adelaide’s doppelganger re-
sponds, “We are Americans” 
– “Us” is as much a Ror-
schach test for the audience 

as a direct statement. 
The result is a less fo-

cused and much messier film 
than “Get Out,” one that 
doesn’t tie every loose thread 
or answer every question. 
For some, that will be frus-
trating, but, unlike with “Get 
Out,” a satisfying conclusion 
isn’t Peele’s intention here. If 
“Us” is about one thing, it’s 
the divisions we create be-
tween each other, how easy 
it is for us to point a finger 
at someone else when in es-
sence they’re not that differ-
ent from us. For every “us,” 
there’s a “them.”

A symbolic centerpiece 
of the film is Hands Across 

America, the 80s charity 
campaign that aimed to cre-
ate a line of handholding 
Americans stretching across 
the nation. The dream of the 
campaign was unfulfilled, 
the chain pockmarked with 
gaps. 

Peele takes that image 
and infests it with sinister 
significance. He looks at the 
bitter divides in America to-
day and throughout history 
and points the finger back at 
us. When we were drawing 
the battle lines, did we both-
er to look in the mirror? The 
answer might be the movie’s 
biggest scare.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

US FROM | 37

I welcome the applicant to 
Alexandria and to start a business 
in our city that sells halal meat, 
however I cannot support the 
current concept given the presence 
of live poultry and relevant 
impacts, which I do not think can 
be mitigated through conditions.”

– Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
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Weekly Words

46. Tough problem
47. Egyptian underworld god
49. Movie star Richard
50. Paradises
51. Foamy beverage
52. Mag. authorities
53. Period
54. Pester
57. Trait carrier, briefly
60. Fasten with a click
61. Boxed collection
62. Like wintry weather
65. Desert building clay
66. Egypt’s main water source
67. African fly, when doubled
68. Oldest “Brady Bunch” boy
69. ___ Hall University
70. Flow back
71. Digital ___ camera
72. Tropical cocktail half
75. “Darn!”
76. Future or perfect
78. It’s burned for its smell
79. Supply with weapons again
81. Most steamy
82. Viking’s weapon

83. Netherlands language
85. Fractional time period (Abbr.)
87. Pants
88. Prideful zodiac sign
89. Savors
91. Doomed
93. Sandal style
94. “Lawrence of Arabia” actor 

Peter
95. Country with 11 time zones
96. ___ Wayne (rapper dubbed 

Weezy)
98. Saudi, e.g.
99. Unusual domestic animal
102. Inserted, as quarters
103. Observes Ramadan
105. Composer Morricone
106. Apt name for a steakhouse 

waitress
109. First Bond movie
111. Helps
112. Letter-shaped fastener
113. Catch sight of
115. Not-so-big shot
117. Digital storage medium, briefly

THIS GRID WILL MAKE YOU GRIN by David Alfred Bywaters, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1.Refrigerator brand
6. Racks up, as debt
12. “That’s obvious!” cries
16. Old-fashioned server?
19. Spinning robot part
20. Boston baller
21. Business major’s subj.
22. Jeff Lynne’s band, briefly
23. Invention that would take you 
very high?
25. Shovels’ storage spot
27. Of fluid diffusion
28. Not forthcoming
30. Tortoise racer
31. Card game cheater
33. Shakespearean storage unit?
35. Former CIA foe
38. Region
39. Freshly
41. Least narrow
42. It’s worth more than a dollar
44. Representatives
46. Arroz con ___
48. Kurt Cobain’s marriage to Court-
ney Love, e.g.?
51. Preadolescent who seemingly 
runs the house?
55. Was acceptable to
56. Maiden name preceder
57. Ricky Ricardo portrayer Arnaz
58. Multiheaded beast
59. Traps

61. Mean looks
63. What old sofas do
64. Sports fan’s jewelry?
70. Miami winter hrs.
73. Cruel person
74. Most miffed
77. “___ Witch” (2016 horror film)
80. Gondola propeller
81. Sorrowful
84. Mad bird in a simile
86. Some water and some salt?
88. Thugs you don’t really need?
90. Chili con ___
91. Backspace key relative
92. Central facial feature
93. Spanish bullfighter
96. Pirate’s plunder
97. Applaud
100. Sleuth, informally
101. Teatime projectile?
104. Brought back on the job
107. Flip, as a coin
108. Enclosed securely
110. Fill up
114. Thorny flowers’ spots
116. Prized possessions of Des-
cartes and Curie?
118. ___ Baba
119. One may wait in a queue
120. Football kick type
121. Or more, in prices
122. Word after snap or snow
123. Security breach IDs

124. Helicopter tops
125. Irritable

DOWN
1. Foam darts, for Nerf guns
2. Dairy farm sounds
3. Tiny thing to split
4. Running with scissors, and others
5. “Chain of Fools” singer Franklin
6. Scoop filler
7. NW neighbor of Ariz.
8. Ballynacally’s Irish county
9. Speech
10. Civil disturbance
11. Quill pen pushers
12. Dissuade
13. Storrs sch.
14. Noisy night birds
15. Longtime NBC show, informally
16. Act properly
17. Oldsmobiles of old
18. Squirrel or mouse
24. One may be pathological
26. Vague
29. Crow’s cry
32. Polytheist, perhaps
34. Dirt
35. Frat party casks
36. Sages
37. UCLA student
40. Unknown ordinal
43. Ready for pouring
45. Summer on the Seine

SHERYL ALSTON (39), of Alexandria, March 19, 2019 

TERESA BURNETT (63), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 19, 
2019 

JOHN J. CORNNELL SR. (85), formerly of Alexandria, March 
23, 2019 

DONALD E. CROCKER (70), of Alexandria, March 17, 2019 

ELIZABETH “BETTY” DECARVALHO (80), of Alexandria, March 
23, 2019

ANGELA FLOROS (84), of Alexandria, March 20, 2019 

MATTIE JOHNSON (90), of Alexandria, March 18, 2019 

PAUL SEYMOUR (84), of Alexandria, March 18, 2019 

HELEN MEKENIE (87), of Alexandria, March 20, 2019 

KATHY S. SIMON (65), of Alexandria, March 21, 2019 

GRACE A. TAPP (89), of Alexandria, Oct. 29, 2018 

KATHERINE “KAY” WATKINS (77), of Alexandria, March 20, 
2019

CONVERSE M. WEST (87), of Alexandria, March 8, 2019 

DEATH NOTICES
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Subscribe to Alexandria 
Times E-edition to get your 
news delivered to your 
email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?

AUCTIONS 
AUCTION. Gray Auctions Co. 
VA#1104 Saturday, March 30, 
2019 @ 9 A.M. 14089 Rob-
inson Road, Stony Creek, VA 
23882. For all info Visit: www.
graycoservices.com or Call Joe 
Gray at 804-943-3506

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

CAREER TRAINING 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

FOR SALE
G&E VIRGINIA PREMIUM 
ASSURED HEIFER/COW SALE. 
March 30th, 2019 12:00 noon. 
G&E Test Center Gretna, VA. Call 
George Winn at 434-489-4458.

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions to reach truck 
drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide.  Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost.  No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook).  757-490-0126 Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.’’’ 

Ratcliff Concrete & Construction, Inc. 
A family foundation Since 1948

Specializing in all types of concrete, brick and block.

Class A General Contractors
Licensed/Insured

14224 US Ford Rd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22407

540-295-5733Kevin Ratcliff

Classifieds

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

ABC NOTICE
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From Old Town to Mt. Vernon & Beyond

Joan Shannon 703.507.8655
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer, Licensed in VA & DC

Philip G. Matyas 571.332.0963  |  John Shannon 703.907.9176

joan@joanhome.com  |  Shannon-Group.com

109 S. Pitt Street  |  Alexandria, VA 22314

Joan’s Coffee Box –
Join me for coffee to discuss your real estate needs – I’ll bring a McEnearney 
coffee mug for you. Give me a call or send an email.  ~ Joan

719 Bracey Lane | $1,015,000
Listed by Joan

Exquisite former model home in Potomac Greens, 
fabulous wood floors, 4 fireplaces and elegant 
upgrades throughout.

SOLD

711 Avon Place | Call for Pricing
Listed by Joan

Super cute home in north Old Town. A minute to GW 
Parkway/Bike Path & minutes to Reagan National 
Airport, Pentagon, DC, Old Town & National Harbor.

PE
ND
IN
G

6631 Wakefield Drive #519  | $160,000
Joan & John’s Purchaser

Sweet, large 1-bedroom in River Towers conveniently 
located in Belle View near shopping center. Quick 
access to GW Bike Path & Parkway.

SOLD

Your eyes and ears  
for Alexandria Real Estate.

GROUP

THE

More than luck, it’s experience
SHANN   N


