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Patrick Henry swing space plan advances
School board approves
controversial proposal
by 8-1 vote
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A preliminary plan to
use the old Patrick Henry
School building as a swing
space while Douglas MacArthur Elementary School is
rebuilt was approved by the
school board on April 4. The
decision is projected to delay opening of new athletic
fields at Patrick Henry by
about four years, until fall
2023.
The plan, which the com-
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munity learned about just
two weeks prior to the vote,
was intensely opposed by
residents near Patrick Henry.
Despite approving the measure by an 8-1 vote, school
board members expressed
concern at the meeting about
a range of factors, including equity, safety, the compressed timeframe for the
decision and lack of details
before the vote.
The new Patrick Henry
School opened on Jan. 22,
and the old building was slated for demolition in March to
create new fields and open
play spaces for Patrick Hen-

ry students and community
members.
However, shortly before
completion of the new building, ACPS began exploring
the possibility of using it as
a swing space while Douglas MacArthur Elementary School is torn down and
rebuilt. The open space at
MacArthur was deemed inadequate to hold enough
temporary trailers or the new
school building, meaning the
existing building must be
torn down to accommodate
the rebuild.
SEE SWING
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Members of the Patrick Henry community and those opposed to
the swing space plan gathered on April 1 to hold a rally before a
community meeting with Alexandria City Public Schools staff.

Fatal fire
Poet Laureate KaNikki
Jakarta brings ‘real life fiction’
to Alexandria
Resident found dead
in townhouse fire
BY MISSY SCHROTT

An elderly woman was
found dead in a townhouse
fire on South Pitt Street
early Wednesday morning,
according to Raytevia Evans, public information officer for the Alexandria Fire
Department.
AFD and the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue
Department responded to
the fire at 315 S. Pitt St. at
12:34 a.m. on Wednesday,
according to Evans. Upon
arrival, firefighters found
fire showing from the second floor of a two-story
townhouse.
After extinguishing the
flames, firefighters rescued

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

KaNikki Jakarta was born with the
words of Nikki Giovanni and Maya
Angelou in her head.
While pregnant, Jakarta’s mother
would read Giovanni’s poetry to her
not-yet-born daughter. Jakarta was
almost named after the Knoxville
poet but decided to add the “Ka,” “so I
can have my own name,” Jakarta said.
Since her in utero poetry lessons,
Jakarta’s work as a poet, author and
performer has garnered awards along
with local and national recognition,
and, on April 1, Alexandria appointed Jakarta as the city’s first African
American poet laureate, a position
SEE JAKARTA
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SEE FIRE
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

ROSEMONT
$1,799,000 - Coming Soon

Fabulous Craftsman tucked away in serene setting!

Fabulous 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath OPEN concept Craftsman with over 4,700 sq. ft. of living space tucked awaay on a 13,700 sq. ft. lot. Total renovation & expansion in 2014. Wonderful Chef ’s kitchen with Carrera marble center island. Spacious family room with cathedral ceilings, gas fireplace and floor to ceiling
windows. Three bedroom suites on the upper level including the Owner’s Retreat! Lower level recreation room with wet bar. Wide wrap around front porch,
rear deck and professionally landscaped yard. Maury Elementary School. Convenient to Metro, Old Town & Del Ray!

COLONIAL ACRES

DEL RAY

ROSEMONT

$1,325,000

$925,000 - Contract Pending

$849,000 - Contract Pending

Beautiful Colonial with detached 2 car
garage in a prime location! 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths

Delightful home in a desirable neighborhood
close to METRO! 2/3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths with a

Gorgeous home on 1/2 acre with heated saltwater
pool! Built in 2014 with 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 lower), 4.5

baths with over 4,700 sq. ft. of living space on 3 levels. Perfect
home for entertaining and casual living with a Great Room
and Chef’s kitchen. Owner’s suite with spa-like bath, sunroom with vaulted ceilings and lower level recreation room.
Fenced yard with extensive hardscape and 2 car garage.

and 2,800 sq. ft. of interior space. Living room with
fireplace and separate dining room. Eat-in kitchen with
white cabinetry and SS appliances. Main level half bath, 4
upper level bedrooms and stairs to a huge unfinished attic.
Lower level rec room, storage/laundry room with outdoor
egress. Beautiful yard with patio, deck, lawn and gardens.

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

finished attic. Living room with gas fireplace, den/sunroom and dining room with bay window. Kitchen with
quartz counters, SS appliances and breakfast area with
access to the fenced yard with deck, patio and gardens.
Upper level with 2 bedrooms. Main level half bath,
hardwood floors on 2 levels, unfinished basement.

Weichert

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Center for Alexandria’s Children
honors local philanthropists
The Center for Alexandria’s Children presented
local philanthropists Tom
and Magaly Hirst with its
2019 Champion of Children
Award at the 10th annual
CAC Gala on April 4, according to a news release.
The Hirsts have provided
support for the CAC’s work
coordinating the first response to child abuse and
neglect cases, helping specialized learning and playgroup programs for children up to 5 years old and
child sexual abuse prevention training programs educating adults throughout
the city.
“Tom and Magaly Hirst
and the Mason Hirst Foundation have made a profound impact on Alexandria’s children,” gala
co-chairs Rob Dugger and
Lori Morris said in a state-

April 14, Palm Sunday
7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist

April 16, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
April 17, Wednesday
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Choral Tenebrae
April 18, Maundy Thursday
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Liturgy of the Day

3601 Russell
Road,
Alexandria, VA
PHOTO/JIM CRAIG PHOTOGRAPHY

Mayor Justin Wilson (right) with past CAC Board Chair Jonelle Wallmeyer and her husband, Henry.

ment. “They exemplify a
deep sense of caring for
community.”
The CAC Gala, which
was held at the Old Dominion Boat Club, drew several
city leaders. Attendees included Mayor Justin Wilson,

Deputy City Manager Debra
Collins, Virginia State Delegate Kathleen Murphy, Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney Bryan Porter and
former Mayor Allison Silberberg.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

Firefighters located a
fire in the kitchen of an
apartment on the sixth
floor of the high rise and
extinguished the flames,
according to a Tweet from
the Local 2141 fire crew.

There were no injuries, but
crews treated a resident of
the unit and a dog for smoke
inhalation, according to the
Facebook post.
-cmelloklein
@alextimes.com

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria gives
T.C. Williams students $450,000
One hundred sixty-eight
T.C. Williams High School
seniors
received
exciting news on April 5, as the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria awarded them with
$450,000 in college scholarships, according to a press
release from the SFA.

Holy Week Services

April 15, Monday
6:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Dog and owner evacuated from
building after fire
Firefighters
responded to a fire in a residential
high rise in the 2600 block
of Park Center Drive on
Monday night, according to
a facebook post by the IAFF
Local 2141.

Grace Episcopal Church

Senior Amaiya Howard
received the $40,000 Madelyn Anderson Memorial Scholarship, the largest
scholarship offered to Alexandria students, during
a surprise celebration after
school on April 5, according
to the press release. Howard

is bound for Virginia Commonwealth University this
fall.
Scholarships
will
be
awarded to the 168 seniors
during a ceremony on June
5.
-cmelloklein
@alextimes.com

April 19, Good Friday
7:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Liturgy of the Day
12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
5:00 p.m. Children’s Service
7:00 p.m. Misa y Via Crucis
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Torpedo Factory highlights
2019’s emerging artists
The Target Gallery, a contemporary exhibition space in
the Torpedo Factory, is spotlighting four artists as part
of the Torpedo Factory’s 2019
Emerging Artists program.
Now in its sophomore
year, the Emerging Artists’ exhibition “spotlights
emerging artists and the upand-coming artistic innovators of the greater metropolitan area,” according to a
press release from the Torpedo Factory. The exhibition is
open to any artist in the tristate area with at most five
years of professional creative
experience.
Kate Gorman, Kim Sandara, Madeline A. Stratton and
Sean Sweeney, the four artists chosen for the exhibition,
were selected by a jury panel
composed of Adah Rose Bit-

terbaum, founder and director of the Adah Rose Gallery,
Philippa Hughes, founder
of The Pinkline Project and
Dawne Langford, founder of
Quota. The four artists represent a variety of different mediums, from fabric work and
illustration to painting and
photography.
“The four artists in this
exhibition each have their
own unique language and yet
they all share a love of ideas,
materials and construction,”
Bitterbaum said in a statement.
The 2019 Emerging Artists
exhibition runs through June
5 with a public reception on
April 12 from 7 to 10 p.m. and
a panel discussion with the
artists and jurors on May 2 at
6:30 p.m.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Peace, love and disco in Del Ray
Visit Del Ray hosted its
third annual Spring Bar
Crawl on Saturday. This
year’s theme, “peace, love
and disco,” allowed Del

Ray’s grooviest dressers
to compete in contests.
The Yates family, pictured
above at Lena’s WoodFired Pizza & Tap, won

COURTESY PHOTO

best dressed group. Proceeds from the event benefitted Rebuilding Together
Alexandria and the Del Ray
Flower Fund.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Kaiser Permanente opens medical center in Potomac Yard
The largest not-for-profit health care system in the
country, Kaiser Permanente, opened a medical center
at The Exchange in Potomac
Yard on April 1.
The Alexandria Medical Center offers members
a range of primary and specialty care services like adult
and pediatric care, women’s
health care and physical
therapy, according to a press
release. A one-stop medical
hub will also offer pharmacy,
radiology and laboratory services.
The medical center will
create around 100 new jobs,
according to the press release,

adding to Kaiser Permanente’s 3,500 employees in Virginia.
Kaiser Permanente’s location at 3000 Potomac Ave.
is the first of three Virginia-based medical centers
the company plans to open
in 2019. The Colonial Forge
Medical Center and Haymarket Crossroads Medical
Center will open later this
year, according to the press
release.
“Through these facilities
and our advanced telehealth
capabilities, Kaiser Permanente delivers high quality
care where, how and when our
members want it,” Kim Horn,

FIRE

investigation found that
the cause of the fire was an
electrical cord touching a
mattress and other combustibles. Estimated damages
at $150,000.
The incident closed the
300 block of South Pitt
Street and surrounding
streets to traffic, according to APD’s Twitter. Crews
operated for several hours
before returning to service,
according to a tweet from
IAFF Local 2141.
- mschrott@alextimes.com

FROM | 1

a male resident, a dog and a
cat, Evans said. They found
a second resident dead in a
second-floor bedroom.
Evans said the victim
was an elderly woman, and
that AFD is not releasing
her name or age at this time.
The IAFF Local 2141 reported via Twitter that after
rescuing the man, the man
was given CPR and transported to a local hospital.
An AFD and fire marshal

regional president of Kaiser
Permanente, said. “We are
proud to provide our growing
membership with local access
to excellent care right here in
Alexandria.”

Kaiser Permanente will
host a Community Day on
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. to celebrate the opening of the Alexandria Medical Center. Members and

NEW LISTING

non-members alike are welcome to the event where they
can enjoy wellness activities,
a rock-climbing wall, spin art
bikes and a farmers’ market.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

BEVERLY HILLS

First time on the market since 1977, this expanded and renovated
Beverly Hills classic is sure to check all of the boxes on your list. With
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, a sensational high-ceilinged kitchen/family
room and a beautifully landscaped yard, this may be your dream home.
Enjoy the quiet, excellent Beverly Hills location, so close to schools,
shopping and transportation. Walk around the corner to “The Pit”, the
neighborhood’s beloved playground.

$1,025,000

Join us for Easter!
Palm Sunday, April 14,
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Maundy Thursday Foot Washing,
Agape Supper, and Eucharist, April
18, 6:30 PM
Good Friday, April 19, 7:30 PM
Easter Sunday, April 21,
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Easter Egg Hunt
following the 10:30 AM service
1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria • 703-683-0798 • www.emmanuelonhigh.org

R E A L T O R S

®

Alexandria/Old Town Office.
121 N. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Diann Carlson

diann.carlson@gmail.com

703-628-2440 | 703-549-8700
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Welcomes You

PALM SUNDAY ~ APRIL 14
Services at 7:45 AM, 9 AM, 11 AM, and 5 PM
Families are invited to the 9 AM service, starting with a procession from Market Square with a live donkey!

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK ~ APRIL 16
Praying with the Songs of Taizé at 7:30 PM
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ APRIL 18
Family Service with Foot Washing at 5:30 PM
Holy Eucharist at 7:30 PM
GOOD FRIDAY ~ APRIL 19
Services at 7:30 AM, 5:30 PM, and 7:30 PM
Joint service at Christ Church at 12 PM

Families are invited to the 5:30 PM service for Stations of the Cross for children and youth.

HOLY SATURDAY ~ APRIL 20
Services at 12 PM and 7:30 PM (The Great Vigil of Easter)
EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 21
Services at 7:45, 9, and 11 AM
228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Newly appointed poet laureate KaNikki Jakarta accepts a proclamation recognizing April as National
Poetry Month, at the city council legislative meeting on Tuesday.
JAKARTA

FROM | 1

she will hold for the next
three years.
The seeds of Jakarta’s career in the arts were planted
early, during a third-grade
poetry recital contest that
did not go well for Jakarta.
“One year there was another girl and she had chosen the same poem that I
did, and she actually won
the contest,” Jakarta said.
“… So I was like, ‘Well next
year I’m going to write my
own poem.’ After that, I
started writing my own poetry. I’ve been writing poetry ever since.”
Jakarta moved from Alabama to Alexandria in 2000,
and began participating in
D.C. open mics, connecting
with the D.C. poetry scene
out of necessity. There just
weren’t that many events in
Alexandria, Jakarta said.
Throughout these early
years, Jakarta was learning
not only what kind of poet
she was but also how to get

her work out into the world.
Poetry readings and poetry
slams can only do so much.
Jakarta eventually decided
to self-publish her first poetry collection, “The Skills
of a Sistah,” in 2003.
She asked people she
knew with self-publishing
experience about the process but ended up navigating that world mostly by
herself.
“No one really wanted to
give up the goods on how
they got this book done, so
I was like, ‘Ok, I’ll self-publish,’” Jakarta said. “Then I
took a class on how to start
a business, so I was like, ‘I’ll
open up an LLC and publish
books, so I can help other
people publish.’”
After publishing her
first novel in 2006, Jakarta started to see herself as
more than just a part-time
open mic poet. Jakarta and
her husband, also a poet,
toured the United States
and United Kingdom for two
years, promoting awareness

of epilepsy, which her husband suffers from, through
literature and poetry.
Jakarta still works a fulltime job as an HR specialist
for the U.S. military, but she
describes herself as a fulltime poet as well. It’s hard
to argue when looking at
her body of work. Jakarta
has published three novels, two poetry collections,
a poetry CD, a memoir and
has taken part in countless
performances, including a
collaborative performance
with her husband called
“Subject Matters.”
She also performed in
the lead role in an independent film, “Played Out,”
where she played a woman
who had been raped. The
experience deeply affected
Jakarta; her first, best-selling novel, “In Real Life,”
was an effort to depict that
very real, lived experience.
Jakarta’s work tackles
themes of love, pain, trauma
SEE JAKARTA
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PHAS E 3 NOW SE L L ING
THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA | 55+ ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITY | ALEXANDRIA, VA
Our last condominium at the Crest of Alexandria is now selling! The Crest of Alexandria is a thoughtfully planned 55+ active adult
lifestyle community, designed in elegant harmony with nature. “The Callan” features 4 levels of 1-2 bedroom condominiums,
with up to 1,658 sq. ft. and a secured parking garage on the lowest level.
Live the classic, convenient and dynamic life you’ve earned in this master-planned community featuring a 5,000 sq. ft.
community clubhouse with a yoga studio, gardens, an outdoor kitchen, paths and walking trails, pickleball courts and more!
This community is conveniently located within five miles of the Capital Beltway and close to all the modern conveniences you
have come to expect.

THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA

CONDOMINIUMS FROM
THE LOW $400s IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA

7900 Telegraph Road
Alexandria, VA 22315
703.268.1265

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR AFFORDABLE DWELLING UNITS THROUGH FAIRFAX COUNTY

Craftsmanship features may not be standard in all
communities. Information pertaining to incentives, elevations,
floorplans, availability and pricing are subject to change
without notice. Please contact your community manager for
details and the most up-to-date information.

703.268.1265 | CH RI STO P H ERCO MP A NI ES.CO M
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and rebirth, cycles of real-life
love and loss filtered through
fiction. She labels her work
“real life fiction” for a reason, connecting the work of
the artist with the experience of the audience.
The term came out of
an experience Jakarta had
reading a poem at a women’s
shelter for an event themed
around the impacts of HIV
on the lives of women.
“When I finished it, when
it was over, I had two young
ladies come up to me and
they were telling me that
that was their story,” Jakarta said. “It dawned on me
that anything I write that is
fiction to me, it’s also someone’s story.”
More than a decade later,
Jakarta began hosting and
organizing her own events
in Alexandria, with a particular focus on elevating the

Through all these workshops
and writing groups and open
mics that I have gone to, I have
witnessed poetry have the
power to inspire and to heal.”
– KaNikki Jakarta,
poet laureate, City of Alexandria

voices of women. She started hosting poetry workshops
for women at a local Barnes
& Noble in 2015 and has
continued organizing poetry readings, slams and workshop sessions in Alexandria.
“Through all these workshops and writing groups
and open mics that I have
gone to, I have witnessed
poetry have the power to
inspire and to heal,” Jakarta

said. “That is what poetry
does.”
Lately, the healing effects of poetry have become
literal for Jakarta. Jakarta’s
husband was recently bedridden for a year, and just
last year Jakarta learned she
has a fairly serious heart
condition.
“Going through those
things, both of us being sick
and having to take care of

each other, and still trying
to keep poetry in our lives
and trying to have normalcy
was a lot,” Jakarta said.
Jakarta and her husband
never lost their creative
spark. Jakarta even wrote
a memoir about her experience, “Peace of Mine,”
“about how to be an artist,
how to be a wife, how to honor your vows, how to honor
yourself while still being the

caregiver in a marriage,” Jakarta said.
From a third-grade classroom in Alabama to MetroStage in Alexandria, Jakarta aims to bring all of her
writing and life experience
to bear as she steps into the
role of Alexandria’s poet
laureate.
She is only a week or so
into her three-year term
and is already scheduled for
events throughout April,
which is National Poetry
Month, including “Embrace
Your Voice,” a sexual assault
awareness poetry session on
April 16 and a poetry slam
on April 26.
“Now everyone can pretty much read Facebook, so
I want to promote reading
of literature and poetry and
performance poetry,” Jakarta
said. “I just want to be an advocate for the arts in general
and for poetry specifically.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

®

Local Office
703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com
4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Small business.
BIG results.
Do what over 900 home sellers have done SELL with Elizabeth Lucchesi & The LizLuke Team.

We’re only a call, click or text away.
703.868.5676 | LIZLUKE.COM
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Council opposes water rate increase
Virginia American hike
would drain Alexandria
coffers of $7.8 million
BY MISSY SCHROTT

A Virginia American Water Company proposal to
significantly increase water
rates in Alexandria was met
with vehement opposition
from city council on Tuesday
night.
VAW filed the rate increase application with the
State Corporation Commission on Nov. 2, 2018, according to the company’s public
notice of the proposal.
In the application, VAW
proposes a 15.84 percent
increase in its overall revenues. The rate request is
based on a 10.8 percent proposed return on equity, according to the notice.

VAW cited several reasons for the rate increase,
according to the city staff
report, including increases
in capital investment and
infrastructure and compliance with federal tax cuts.
VAW last increased rates
in 2016, and before then in
2010, according to Bill Eger,
Alexandria’s energy manager.
The application, however, proposes increasing rates
in Alexandria more than in
the other jurisdictions VAW
serves.
The 15.84 percent increase would result in an
average increase of $5.98
million across all of VAW’s
jurisdictions, which include
Alexandria, Hopewell, Prince
William and other Eastern
districts. The proposed increase in Alexandria is $7.8

million, which is another
$1.8 million, or 30 percent,
higher than the average VAW
jurisdiction’s increase.
“You may note that those
two numbers are different,”
Eger said. “One could infer …
that while our costs are going up, that the costs borne
by other service districts are
going down in cases, so it’s
important to note that distinction overall.”
Based on the proposed
increase, an Alexandria resident who uses 4,500 gallons of water per month and
is currently paying $19.91
would pay $32.79 by 2021,
according to the staff report. Eger said the average
customer in Alexandria uses
4,300 gallons of water per
month.
The numbers were met
with passionate opposition

from several councilors.
“This is not a friendly
partner and they never have
been,” Councilor Del Pepper
said. “When you ask them,
‘So why do you need all these
rates increased?’ the answer
traditionally has been that we
have this old infrastructure
and they’re always working
on it. Well, I’m not so sure. …
I think they see Alexandria
as being a wealthy community and [say], ‘Why not stick it
to them?’”
Eger said because of higher rates in Alexandria compared to other jurisdictions,
among other factors, city
staff recommended opposing
the proposal.
“City staff presents to
council … that city staff intervene in the case as a participant and oppose Virginia
American Water’s 15.84 per-

cent increase and the 10.8
percent rate of return on
common equity, essentially
arguing and providing evidence to support a lower rate
of return and lower revenue
requirement,” Eger said.
Council
unanimously
passed staff’s recommendation.
“I’m thankful to staff for
bringing this forward and
leading a push to oppose
this,” Councilor John Chapman said. “They certainly
have my support in trying to
oppose what Virginia American Water is doing.”
In the application, VAW
also proposed buying Alexandria’s hydrants and taking
over their maintenance and
management.
Yon Lambert, director of
SEE WATER

NVS KITCHEN AND BATH

FREE
REMODELING
SEMINAR
TIME & DATE :
MAY 4th, 2019
10:30am - 12pm

“The creative approach
to remodeling!”

NVS SHOWROOM:
8982 HORNBAKER ROAD
MANASSAS, VA 20109

LUNCH PROVIDED!
RSVP: WWW.NVSKITCHENBATH.COM/EVENTS

| 32
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Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Serving your neighborhood since 1980

Proudly supporting
the Carpenter’s
Shelter Cook Off
Sunday, April 28, 12-3pm
at The Birchmere
For tickets go to
carpentersshelter.org/cook-off

www.rbincorporated.com

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Special Kitty
Needs ~
~
~~~Easter
Canine Health
Care ~

patience may be required to adopt Flash. At
7 yearExtra
old Zoe
is now house
hunting
and hopes
toFund”
be in her
surgery
sometimes.
“Sarah’s
agePuppies
4, he isrequire
energetic,
and
needs encouragement
to
new home
by
Easter.
Sophisticated
and
opinionated,
provides Shelter pets
needed procedures. Zoe
slowwith
down.
has a lovely silver tabby coat, and enjoys the occasional
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair
brushing.
Although
likes
treats
as much as
next
He’s lost
astenosis”,
leg, she
butwith
gained
perspective
onthe
what’s
“pulmonic
donations
from Alexandrians.
feline,
she
far
prefers
human
interaction
and
lots
of
important; be happy each day, and love those
Your
five-dollar
donation
adds
to
Sarah’s
Fund
and
attention.
around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes
together
contributions
of
ensures
that
a with
home
ofperfect
his owncompanion,
toothers,
share the
love.
If you are in for
search
of the
look
no further
medical care is there when needed.

than the AWLA. Zoe would look great in your Easter basket.
For
iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL
For further
about our adoptable
pets at the Animal Welfare
petS,info
pleaSe
www.alexandriaanimals.org.
703-746-4774
OR VISIT viSit
US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE
League of Alexandria, please call 703-746-4774.

THANk You
yOU
tHaNK

THANK YOU
The Alexandria
AlexandriaAnimal
Animal Shelter’s
Shelter’sPet
Petof
ofthe
the
The
Diann Hicks Carlson
Week isis sponsored
sponsored by
by Diann
Diann Hicks,
Hicks Carlson,
Week
finding
Associate
Broker
Weichert
Old
Town
finding
homes
for•pets
and
humans,
alike.
homes
for pets
and
humans,
alike.
703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week
is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding
homes for pets and people, too.

Alexandria Times
wins 21 VPA awards
Eight different Alexandria Times
staff members or freelancers won a
total of 21 Virginia Press Association awards for work published in
2018, the most in the paper’s history. The Times garnered six first
place, seven second place and eight
third place awards.
Times Art Director Aleksandra
Kochurova led the way with eight
individual awards for ad design. She
won first place in the small space ads
category and the fashion and personal care categories for her Eco City
of Alexandria ad and TSALT fashion
campaign, respectively.
The Times team won first place
for overall content and design of the
June 7 issue dedicated to the Alexandria democratic mayoral and city
council primary. Staff members who
contributed to this issue were Kochurova, Missy Schrott, Alexa Epitropoulos, Denise Dunbar and Margaret Stevens. The same group won
third place for general makeup of
the paper. Kochurova also won third
place for front page design.
On the news side, Times Managing Editor Missy Schrott won three
awards, including first place for her
feature writing portfolio, second
place for the individual feature story
“The history beneath T.C. Williams”
in the Oct. 11 issue and third place
in the personality or portrait photo
category for her photograph of Alexandria Symphony Orchestra Director James Ross, in the Sept. 13 issue.
The feature stories were, “From the
pub to the stage,” April 26; “Where
everybody knows your name,” July
19 and “From Alexandria to Nashville and back,” Nov. 22.
Times editor and publisher Denise Dunbar also won three individual awards: first place for column
writing, second place for editorial
writing and third place for her “Love
stories of Alexandria” series in the
Times’ wedding section.
The columns were, “Did Graham
make the right decision in ‘The Post?’
March 1; “A plastic conviction,” Aug.
2 and “An imaginary conversation
about T.C. lights,” Oct. 11. The edito-

rials were, “Should Alexandria’s high
school bear the name T.C. Williams?”
March 22; “Metro is an on-going
train wreck,” July 19 and “Preventative maintenance applies to ethics,”
Dec. 20. The love stories were, “True
love waits,” Feb. 15; “Lucky us: Say
Yes to the Dress: Atlanta star, retired
F.B.I agent married almost 20 years
after meeting,” March 15 and “Thirty years, five children and a stand-in
blind date,” April 19.
Freelance writer Jim McElhatton
won first place in the in-depth or
investigative reporting category for
his “Civil rights in Alexandria stories,” two of which were published in
2018: “A school cook’s forgotten civil
rights stand” on March 22, and “The
homeless man who made Alexandria
civil rights history” on May 3.
Times Reporter Cody Mello-Klein
won third place for his feature story
“Leading the procession,” which ran
on Dec. 20.
Former Times Editor Alexa Epitropoulos won second place for her
feature series on Alexandria homes
(“Selling ‘This old house,’” April 19;
“Charm and color on East Luray,”
Aug. 30 and “Embracing creativity on East Duncan,” Oct. 25), while
Freelance Photographer Louise
Krafft won third place in the picture
story or essay category for her photos of the Alexandria Scottish Walk
Parade in the Dec. 6 issue.
Kochurova also won four second-place awards for ad design:
in the lifestyles category for her
Del Ray Business Association Well
Ray ad; in the real estate category
for her Donnie Wintermute Union
Street Scottish Walk ad; in the entertainment category for her Old
Town Shop anchor ad and in the education, churches and organizations
category for her Yard Sale Emmanuel on High ad.
She captured two additional
third place awards for ad design, in
the real estate category for her Hermitage ad and the professional or
technology services category for her
Belle View Election ad.
-Times staff
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Proud to support Mayor Silberberg
To the editor:
I was fortunate enough to attend
Mayor Allison Silberberg’s announcement on Feb. 11 at Los Tios Restaurant in
Del Ray of the start of her campaign for
reelection as Mayor of Alexandria. It was
truly a memorable event.
There were several things that made
the event memorable. First was the atmosphere in that room: joyous and electric.
The room was packed, her announcement
was greeted with cheers and applause
and the crowd was joyous about the priorities that Silberberg announced for her
time and policies in her second term.
Her supporters were not just people who attend political events across
the city. The crowd — packed in as they
were — was made up of some politicos
and political activists, to be sure. But
when I looked around that rainy afternoon, it was clear that this was a crowd
of the people, who were proud to be part
of a people’s campaign, in line with Mayor Silberberg’s declaration that she sees
herself as “The People’s Mayor.”
And her announcement speech wasn’t
just a rehash of statements. Instead, she

developed a cadence of call and response
that brought the crowd to full-throated
yells of approval. When she followed up
every announcement of her policy priorities — priorities ranging from continuing to fight for thoughtful, appropriate
development that fits in, is to scale and
protects our neighborhoods and communities to continuing to fight for more
affordable housing — with a rhetorical
question, “Are you with me on this?”
the crowd yelled out a resounding “Yes!”
time and time again.
Supporters left the restaurant, as did
I, with arms full of message cards and
lawn signs, and with an animated discussion among them that left us all clear
that we had participated in a truly historic event: the announcement by only
the second woman mayor in Alexandria’s
history, that she was standing for reelection, determined to spend another threeyear term building a “people’s coalition”
to construct a more livable Alexandria.
I am proud to be wholeheartedly supporting her.
-Helen R. Desfosses,
Alexandria

Join us in opposing white
nationalism
To the editor:
I am an Alexandrian who opposes
white nationalism. As such, I protest
with Christ Church and Grassroots Alexandria on the second and fourth Sundays each month. I am concerned that
yet another monument glorifying the
pro-slavery Civil War is being erected
in Richmond. The statue, “The Angel
of the Lost Cause,” promotes the myth
that the Civil War was about something
other than slavery. The statue is one of
12 women in a planned monument to
Virginia women.
As Alexandria Times readers are well
aware, the South was blanketed with
Civil War monuments 100 years ago to
remind African-Americans to obey Jim
Crow laws. These monuments, like the
“whites only” signs that accompanied
them, belong only in museums or educational displays. Imagine if we not
only left “whites only” signs in place
— we wouldn’t want to erase history —

but started adding new ones. Because
of this history, Richard Spencer and his
white supremacist, neo-Nazi supporters rally around these monuments.
The myth that the Civil War was
a noble lost cause, instead of a war to
preserve slavery, is one of the biggest
erasures of history ever. Alexandrians
are working to share this history. We
are working to expose, and oppose, the
neo-Nazi agenda. You can help. Please
protest with us on the second and
fourth Sunday each month, at 12:30
p.m., at King and Patrick streets.
Please write to Governor Ralph
Northam: remove the monuments.
Please speak up, as often as possible.
Alexandrians, all Alexandrians, are invited to show Richard Spencer that his
continued presence in Old Town serves
only to build opposition to his toxic, anti-democracy agenda.
-Jonathan Krall,
Alexandria
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Did Graham make the right
decision in ‘The Post?’

I recently saw the movie “The
Post” and it lived up to the hype. It
was well acted, with Meryl Streep
effectively portraying how Katharine Graham struggled to assert her
control over the newspaper. It was
exciting, even though most viewers
already knew the outcome. It made
abundantly clear that five successive presidents, led by Lyndon B.
Johnson, lied through their teeth to
the American public about the Vietnam War.
It also made Daniel Ellsberg
seem like a hero for stealing and
making public the Top Secret documents that became known as the
Pentagon Papers. But was he?
Having worked in both the
journalism and national security worlds, I have mixed emotions
about the events depicted in “The
Post.” My college newspaper adviser had a bumper sticker on the
bulletin board in our newsroom
that read, “The First Amendment
is Absolute.” Free speech, whether
on college campuses, on the streets
of Washington, D.C. or in newspapers, is essential to democracy. But
it’s not absolute in all circumstances, as the Supreme Court has ruled.
There have to be limits on free
speech when national security is at
stake.
The Alexandria Times exists
to be a watchdog on power, dealing with matters much less lofty
than those depicted in “The Post,”
though with the same basic principles in play. But I can’t imagine
a scenario where this newspaper
would print a top secret document
pertaining to our country’s national
security.
Along with free speech, intelligence agencies and classified documents are also vital to the survival
of a democratic republic. In “The
Post,” Ellsberg essentially decided
to play God. Though he acted on
principle rather than for profit, Ellsberg decided he could tell the difference between a betrayal of secrets
that would help America and that
which would deeply harm it. He decided the deception perpetuated by

A plastic conviction

the U.S. Government for more than
20 years about Vietnam justified his
actions.
On my very first day of working
at the Central Intelligence Agency,
part of our briefing was a review of
former employees who stole classified documents and sold them to
foreign governments.
Those people
committed
treason and
most were in
jail. The message was very
clear: If you
do the same,
DENISE DUNBAR you will be
caught and punished similarly.
Does the fact that Ellsberg
sought no remuneration absolve
him for what were very clearly illegal
actions? It’s a classic case of whether the ends justified the means. It’s
easy to conclude, with the perspective of almost 50 years, that in this
case the goal of ending the Vietnam
War did justify Ellsberg’s actions.
But to do so means we agree that it
was OK for him to make the unilateral decision to release government
secrets. There’s a direct line from
Ellsberg to the actions of Edward
Snowden and Wikileaks and their
attempts to indiscriminately reveal
government secrets. And the Vietnam War lasted four more years – so
it’s not even clear Ellsberg achieved
his objective.
Steven Spielberg, with his Hollywood version of events, makes
it clear that he thinks Graham,
Bradlee, the Post staff and Ellsberg
are the good guys and Presidents
Johnson and Richard Nixon and
U.S. military generals are the bad.
The audience is pulled along in a
thoroughly engaging film to think
likewise.
The generals and presidents
lied. And Graham, Bradlee and Ellsberg were certainly brave – I’m just
not sure they were right.
The writer is editor and co-publisher of the Alexandria Times.

Feature Writing Portfolio — Missy Schrott
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Years ago, my husband’s firm made of the trillion-dollar plastics industry.
When I was growing up in the
an investment in an asbestos-removal
business. The owner of the company 1960s and 70s, milk and juice came
told my husband: “Yep, I spent the in paper cartons or glass bottles. Apfirst 15 years puttin’ it [asbestos] in, pliances were built to last for decades
and the last 15 years takin’ it out.” As- and furniture a lifetime. Store purbestos, a naturally occurring silicate, chases were bagged in paper. We genbecame widely used early last century erated minimal trash.
If you wanted a cup of coffee, you
as a fire-resistant insulating material.
It was wonderful – until asbestos dust drank it at home, work or in a restauwas found to cause cancer and other rant. Likewise water. If you exercised
or were on a sports team, you drank
serious illnesses.
This story reminds me of the scene water out of a fountain or from a reusfrom “The Graduate,” when new col- able thermos.
And now? Americans
lege graduate Ben (Dustin
generate more waste than
Hoffman) is talking with a
any country in the world
friend of his parents, Mr.
– officially 4.1 pounds per
McGuire (Walter Brooke).
person per day but likely
Mr. McGuire: “I just
higher. Much of it is plaswant to say one word to
tic, and bagged in plastic
you. Just one word.”
bags. While we have beBen: “Yes sir.”
come better about recyMr. McGuire: “Are you
cling, we generate more
listening?”
Ben: “Yes, I am.”
DENISE DUNBAR waste than can be recycled. We are running out
Mr. McGuire: “Plasof landfills and exporting our trash.
tics.”
In 1967, plastics were a technolog- Who knew until our current trade
ical marvel. As the scene indicates, wars that China had been taking our
excess plastic recycling, and that
they were the future.
Naturally occurring plastics, such their facilities are overwhelmed?
Most people have seen the horas rubber, have been used since 1600
B.C. They were a key part of the in- rible photos of marine animals that
dustrial revolution when Charles have been maimed by the plastic
Goodyear figured how to alter natural from six packs or straws. Those imrubber to make it more durable. The ages, and others depicting acres of
first fully synthetic plastic was creat- trash, mostly plastic, washed up on
ed by Belgian chemist Leo Baekeland beaches around the world or scattered
in 1907, but it wasn’t until World War through our deserts have convicted
II that mass production of plastics me, in the religious sense of the word.
began. The first high-density poly- We, collectively, and I, Denise, have
ethylene plastic bag was produced in to do something about plastic waste.
We simply can’t go on this way.
1965 by a company called Celloplast.
But try going even one day withFifty years later, plastic is as ubiquitous as air. It’s in almost every- out using any plastic product. How
thing. It makes up 20 percent of cars. will you brush your teeth? How will
Piping and siding on houses are a you get to work? How will you butform of plastic. Meat from the grocery ton your shirt? How will you get your
store is packaged in plastic. Drinks at work done?
This issue has to be tackled from
sporting events come in plastic. Water bottles, utensils, toothbrushes, both the macro and micro levels. Policomputers, appliances, DVDs, video cy wise, I am a convert to the idea that
games, pens and printers are made of plastic bags should be banned. On a
plastic. Toys are often made of plastic, personal level, I’m trying to buy hard
from Legos to action figures. Those plastics that can be refilled. I’m also
toys are tied in place in their shipping trying to convince organizations to
packages by plastic. In fact, packaging products comprise around a third SEE PLASTIC
| 25

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

Benefits of pop-up retail
You no doubt are hearing more falls flat, their risk was minimized
about pop-ups, and for good rea- and they can more affordably reson. It’s a trend that isn’t new but is tool and come back to try again.
really catching on because it offers
The community also benefits.
win/wins for everyone.
Fewer vacant storefronts convey
Pop-up retail began to appear in greater vitality, and the increased
the 90s in the world’s major cities. foot traffic helps neighboring
The trend spread in the 2000s and stores. The community and its
can now be found in one form or an- consumers also get to experience
other in almost every community. brands and approaches they might
Pop-ups come in every shape and otherwise never know.
size and are ideal for
Landlords
have
products from fashion
much to gain from popto tech gadgets to art
ups. They're not only a
to makers to food.
way to monetize vacant
Early versions saw
space, but also exposmajor retailers cleares their real estate to
ing space in their
prospective permanent
stores for outside ventenants. Even if the
dors to set up specialspace is slated for develty shops. Sometimes
opment or awaiting an
they held receptions,
incoming tenant, a popBILL REAGAN
cocktail parties or fesup could bring in extra
tivals to highlight a new product revenue and be tailored to the cirline or designer. Years ago, Target cumstances.
rented a boat at a New York pier for
The Alexandria Economic Dea holiday pop-up, and you’ve likely velopment Partnership is proacnoticed major furnishings retailers tively promoting pop-ups to add
using temporary shops for floor vibrancy and strengthen the losample sales.
cal economy. Their pop-up webMost of us are familiar with pop- site welcomes vendors searching
ups around the holidays. Christ- for space and provides landlords
mas markets and fireworks stands templates for pop-up leases and a
have been around for years. Hal- way to list their space. See https://
loween shops will appear in a cou- growalx.com/popup/.
ple of months, and ugly Christmas
AEDP also welcomes communisweater shops are becoming icons ty suggestions regarding pop-ups.
for holiday fun and quirkiness.
AEDP and the Small Business
Clever retailers always find ways to Development Center are presentmonetize holidays, festivals, anni- ing a pop-up retail workshop on
versaries and the spectrum of an- Aug. 15 that will highlight oppornual and seasonal occasions. Pop- tunities and discuss how to apups broaden those opportunities.
proach the pop-up process.
For vendors, makers and artists,
There’s magic in pop-ups bepop-ups are an easier and more cause we all enjoy being part of
affordable way to test a concept something that’s special and
or product and determine wheth- unique, and because it’s a fleeting
er there is a viable market. If their experience we get a greater sense
items sell, they can consider op- of urgency. Ideally, we can look fortions for expanded pop-ups or per- ward to more pop-up excitement in
haps moving into brick and mortar. Alexandria.
Pop-ups enable them to fine-tune
their approach and make less exThe writer is the executive
pensive adjustments because of the
director of Alexandria’s Small
manageable scale. If their approach
Business Development Center.
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An imaginary conversation about T.C. lights
City official 1: I have an idea T.C. Williams High School.
– I think we should add lights to
CO1: Maybe, but I bet the loudthe T.C. Williams football stadium est complainers would be the rich
project.
people who live nearby.
City official 2: You know we
CO2: So the field would be used
can’t do that. The city promised every day? How late?
those neighbors more than 50 years
CO1: Well, we have to be equiago there would never be lights.
table. If the field could be used unCO1:
Says
who?
til 10 p.m. on Fridays for
There’s no one alive
football, we would want
today who can say the
it to be used until 10
promise was made to
p.m. every night for oththem.
er sports too. We can’t
CO2: But there’s
discriminate against our
wives and children who
girls.
say a promise was made
CO2: But we could
to their husbands and
do it the other way, and
fathers. Everyone thinks DENISE DUNBAR limit it to 8:30 p.m. every
there was a pledge.
night, including Fridays,
CO1: Two words: Urban legend.
instead of 10 p.m. That would be a
CO2: But there’s at least two lot less intrusive for neighbors. OldDSUPs that promise no lights in er people and families with small
writing, including when the new kids would be a lot less bothered by
T.C. Williams was built and again an earlier end time.
when tennis courts were built and
CO1: I don’t think so. We want to
lighted.
get maximum use from the fields.
CO1: DSUPs are made to be
CO2: I don’t know. A lot of peochanged. All it takes is a majority ple would be really upset. We should
vote on city council.
at least be open to compromise.
CO2: But those neighbors aren’t
CO1: Oh, we would compromise.
going to take this lying down. They
CO2: Really, how?
might sue the city. We’ll get bad
CO1: Hmm, let’s see. I know! We
publicity – and spend boatloads of could build a nice fence. And … how
money. Are you sure?
about we designate someone to
CO1: We could make things take calls from the neighbors when
even more interesting.
they’re mad about the lights and
CO2: Uh oh. Not sure I like the noise at 10 p.m.?
sound of that.
CO2: I don’t think that would
CO1: We’re not limited to just satisfy them.
adding puny lights. We could make
CO1: Maybe not.
the light poles 80 feet instead of 60.
CO2: Then why do you think we
We could allow games on the field should push ahead with this?
every day for any sport instead of
CO1: Because we can.
just Friday nights for football. We
Note: This column is a work of
could rent the field out. The possi- fiction. The characters depicted are
bilities are endless.
fictitious. Any resemblance to any
CO2: But the people who would actual person, living or deceased, is
be most bothered by the lights are purely coincidental.
from families that have been moved
by the city for urban renewal. They
The writer is publisher and executive
were moved to build the original
editor of the Alexandria Times.
The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Architect touts walkable neighborhoods,
parking solutions
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City council candidate
Chris Hubbard flew in under the radar when he became the last Democrat to
announce an intention to
run in late March.
The timing was perhaps
appropriate for Hubbard,
an Old Town resident and
an Arlington-based architect, who
descr ibes
himself
as a reluctant candidate.
“I love
Alexandria,
so
CHRIS
my whole
HUBBARD
thing is
the promise of Alexandria. I want Alexandria,
particularly the West End,
to achieve that promise,”
Hubbard said. “The issue
and the motivation is the
love for what I see here.
… [My candidacy] is really
coming from that and a bit
of reluctance. If I didn’t see
these gaps in expertise, I

1958 | Jones v. The Board

A school cook’s
forgotten civil
rights stand

Left: Clipping from the Feb.
11, 1959, Oxnard Press Courier shows siblings Margaret
and James Lomax, accompanied by their mother and
grandmother, crossing the
road barricade into Theodore
Ficklin Elementary School.
Below: James Lomax in the
U.S. Army, circa early 1970s.

PHOTOS OF, LEFT,
BLOIS HUNDLEY AND,
BELOW, HUNDLEY
AND HER CHILDREN,
WHICH APPEARED
IN A 1958 ISSUE OF
JET MAGAZINE.

Blois Hundley fought for equality,
T.C. Williams fired her for it

SEE HUBBARD

BY JIM MCELHATTON

In the fall of 1958, longtime Alexandria schools superintendent Thomas Chambliss “T.C.” Williams took
the unusual step of firing a black school cafeteria worker who by all accounts did a stellar job.
The cook, Blois Hundley, 42, a mother of eight, had
just joined in a federal civil rights lawsuit to force Alexandria schools to let her children attend a whites-only
school.
To Williams, this was an unforgivable, fireable
offense. He called Hundley’s participation in the civil rights lawsuit “a slap in the face.” Hundley never
worked for Alexandria’s public school system again.
Sixty years later, the name T.C. Williams is world famous – not just for the high school named after him on
King Street, but for the idealized story of integration
made famous by Hollywood in the movie “Remember
the Titans.”
By contrast, the name Blois Hundley is all but forgotten.
Her firing went unmentioned, even in her 2008
obituary. But for the first time, Hundley’s children are
opening up about their mother’s pivotal but largely
unknown role in helping to literally change the face of
public education in Alexandria and Virginia.
SEE HUNDLEY
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The homeless man who
made civil rights history

ABOVE: EXCERPT FROM
THE WASHINGTON POST
AND THE TIMES HERALD
RIGHT: EXCERPT FROM
THE EVENING STAR,
WASHINGTON DC

This is
the second
installment
in an
occasional
series about
civil rights in
Alexandria.

As a second grader,
James Lomax helped
integrate Alexandria
public schools

ty. For one family in an old
rental house, whose young
children gave him a friendly wave each day, Lomax
collected cast-off toys and
clothes and then carefully arranged them by their
front door when nobody was
around.
Because he was in and
out of jail for years, few noticed when Lomax was taken
into custody in March 2011.
It was hardly unusual. From
2008 to 2010, he received
more than a dozen littering,
trespassing and other mis-

BY JIM MCELHATTON

For years, James Lomax
spent his afternoons on the
same curb across from an
Old Town church that serves
meals to the homeless.
Heavyset with a long gray
beard, he kept to himself
and, at times, could seem a
little surly.
But he also displayed a
quiet grace and generosi-

COURTESY PHOTO

demeanor charges, which is
not uncommon among the
chronically homeless.
His apprehension in 2011
was different. In court papers citing “severe cognitive
impairment,” attorneys for
the City of Alexandria received a court order appointing a guardian for Lomax to
oversee his health and financial affairs. The mental
health diagnosis informing
this decision is under court
seal.
SEE LOMAX
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One-percent increase
for affordable housing
irks restaurateurs
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

SEE MEALS TAX
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INSIDE

Scholarship Fund gala
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria
raises more than $400,000 at
annual event.
Page 12

Road to victory
Bishop Ireton girls' lacrosse aims
for another championship.
Page 19

“A school cook’s forgotten civil rights stand,” March
22 and “The homeless man who made Alexandria
civil rights history,” May 3.

ILLLUSTRATION/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA

Silberberg, Wilson set for final showdown
Mayoral opponents represent differing records, visions
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS AND MISSY SCHROTT

INSIDE
Potomac Yard

on
Vote
12
June

With less than a week left until
the Democratic primary, the alreadyheated clashes between mayoral opponents, incumbent Allison Silberberg and Vice Mayor Justin Wilson,
have reached a crescendo.
As the conflict between the two
has intensified, so too has the contrast between their differing styles
and approaches to nearly every city
issue.

INSIDE

Those differences were on
full display at the Alexandria
Democratic
Committee’s
mayoral debate on May 30, during
which they discussed topics on
which they’ve agreed, disagreed,
collaborated and sparred over
during their time on council.
The style of the ADC’s debate lent
SEE MAYOR

AMY JACKSON

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Bonnie Rideout plays the fiddle at her home in Old Town.

INSIDE

Valor Awards

House & Garden Tour

Six first-time candidates
announce intentions to run.

Alexandria Chamber honors
Eugene Simpson Field shooting first responders.

Page 35
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Page 30

NOVA

A glimpse at preparations for
this year’s tour.

At Tuesday’s budget work
session and legislative meeting, city council held a preliminary add/delete session
and made a final vote on
the combined sewer outfalls
plan.
During the budget work
session, council discussed
steps forward in addressing
the recurring community issues of public safety pay and
affordable housing.
Council, in the discussion
about affordable housing,
went over the specifics of
two proposals put forward
by Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
and Councilor Willie Bailey.
Bailey's proposal would
increase the meals tax from
4 to 5 percent and maintain
the .6-cent real estate tax
dedication.
Wilson's proposal would
increase the meals tax by the
same percentage, but would
reduce the real estate tax
dedication.
In both proposals, the
money generated would go
SEE COUNCIL
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Alexandria Pastry
Shop celebrates
30 years at Bradlee
Shopping Center
BY MISSY SCHROTT
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“It’s not lost on me that I’m really coming home
to where all the music began ...”
- Charles Esten

BY MAE HUNT AND MISSY
SCHROTT
FILE PHOTO

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Alexandria Pastry Shop owner Tom Lally holds a rainbow-sprinkled 30th anniversary cake. He
opened the bakery and café in the Bradlee Shopping Center on July 21, 1988.

New Town: Building up Parker-Gray
Alexandria native
Teddy Kim works
to revitalize his
neighborhood
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Teddy Kim saw early potential in the Parker-Gray
neighborhood.
The Alexandria native
had graduated from Virginia Tech University with
a degree in urban planning
when in 2004 he initiated
the process to buy a house
in the neighborhood that
was for sale by owner.
Kim, who was working
in government contracting at the time and mak-

Longtime
resident
murdered in
Old Town
Victim remembered
as active community
member

As Joan Leko walked
into
Alexandria
Pastry Shop on a late Friday
morning, she was greeted
by familiar faces and the
scent of fresh baked goods.
She ordered a coffee
and sat down at a table in
the middle of the café’s
sunlit seating area, where
she pulled out a crossword
puzzle and got to work.
Shortly after, her friend
Helen joined her to chat
over a cup of coffee before continuing on with
SEE PASTRY SHOP
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Where everybody knows your name

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Teddy Kim inside Marlowe Ink, a tattoo studio owned by James
Marlowe. The studio is part of Avanti Holdings' Madison Collective development. Kim, a longtime resident of the Parker-Gray
district, has actively worked to redevelop warehouses and vacant
buildings. He sees room for more growth in the years ahead.

ing about $30,000 a year,
quickly ran into problems
with securing financing.
After his initial lender fell
through, he turned to local
mortgage broker Clay Greenway.
The process of buying
the house, in the end, took
months, but it piqued a
lasting interest for Kim in
real estate.
“I was able to fix the
house up, pull out some
equity and buy some new
houses. That was the start
of everything,” Kim said.
“Within 12 months, I was
SEE KIM
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A longtime Alexandria resident was found
deceased in an Old Town
business on Friday, and a
New Jersey man has been
charged with homicide.
Police identified the victim as Bradford Jackson, 65,
and the suspect as Pankaj
Bhasin, 34, of New Jersey,
on Saturday afternoon.
Jackson was found dead
in Window Universe, located on the second floor
of 1211 King St., where
he worked. His death was
caused by multiple blunt
and sharp force injuries,
SEE HOMICIDE

Council voted to give the city ongoing control of the Torpedo Factory
at its public hearing on Saturday.

City takes permanent control of
Torpedo Factory
PHOTO/AMAZON MUSIC

Charles Esten performs at the CMT Music Festival last summer.

From Alexandria
to Nashville and back
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INSIDE

Del Ray Music Festival
Annual musical festival features local bands, beer.
Page 3

Seniors
AARP signs off on city's
age-friendly plan.

Country star Charles Esten
returns to his hometown to
perform at the Birchmere
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The few times a year Charles Esten
returns to Alexandria to visit friends or
spend holidays with family, his first stop
after the airport is usually Atlantis Pizzeria & Family Restaurant in the Bradlee
Shopping Center.

Staff to work with artists on vibrancy plan
BY MISSY SCHROTT

“Bradlee, this was my stomping
grounds right here,” Esten said from a
booth in Atlantis, sipping coffee under
the disguise of a baseball cap, surrounded by Sunday morning breakfast-goers.
In the rest of the country, Esten is
known as the singer and actor who’s
performed at hundreds of national and
international venues, starred as Deacon
SEE ESTEN

Council voted unanimously at its public hearing
on Saturday to give the city
permanent control of the
Torpedo Factory.
The art center has been
under what was intended to
be temporary city control
since October 2016. Deputy

City Manager Emily Baker
said staff feel that “things
have been going pretty well
in the building” and want to
continue management in order to enhance vibrancy and
programming.
With the vote, council affirmed the city’s control and
directed staff to develop a
vibrancy and sustainability
SEE TORPEDO
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INSIDE
Obituary

Public Hearing

Artist Mary Ann Stevens
dies at 89.

Council votes to
consolidate BARs.

Page 6

Page 12
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Page 23

Arts
Local uses creative approach
to rehabilitate Northern Virginia inmates.
Page 26

®

Matthew McCarthy

NOVA

703-236-1366
4617 Duke St, Alexandria

“From the pub to the stage,” April 26; “Where everybody knows your name,”
July 19 and “From Alexandria to Nashville and back,” Nov. 22.

Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.

After emails were released
as a result of a FOIA request from residents, the
accounts of city officials, including City Manager Mark
Jinks and Vice Mayor Justin
Wilson, have changed.
Page 6
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BY MISSY SCHROTT

School Board Race

®

Meals tax
hike progresses
City council is set to pass
the FY2019 budget on Thursday, including a 1 percent
increase in the restaurant
meals tax that will be dedicated to affordable housing.
The proposed all-funds budget is $909 million, which includes capital improvement
projects, while the general
funds budget is $742 million.
The proposal by Councilor Willie Bailey to raise the
local restaurant meals tax
from four to five percent –
creating an estimated $4.75
million in dedicated affordable housing funding – drew
ire at council’s final budget
work session Monday night
from local restaurateurs,
many of whom were in attendance. The city last increased the meals tax, from
3 to 4 percent, in 2008.
Council avoided controversy over public safety pay

Alexandria’s own Grammy-nominated fiddler has
spent a lifetime bringing
the traditional music of her
Scottish roots from pubs
and firesides to the world’s
most renowned stages.
Over the course of her
career, Bonnie Rideout
has won several national
and international fiddling
competitions and recorded
more than 15 albums. From
the Kennedy Center to the
mountains of Honduras,
Rideout’s Celtic tunes have
traversed the globe.
Now retired from 31
years of touring, Rideout
spends her time pursuing
other projects and musical
passions.
Growing up, Rideout
lived on an island off the
SEE RIDEOUT

Council
discusses
affordable
housing tax
Steps taken in fixing
sewer system, consolidating BAR districts

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Page 10

MAY 3, 2018

CIVIL RIGHTS IN ALEXANDRIA

Bonnie Rideout
reflects on lifelong
Scottish fiddling
career

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Alexandria
Vol. 14b, No. 23

APRIL 26, 2018

Hubbard
runs for From the pub to the stage
council

“Did Graham make the right decision in ‘The Post?’” March 1; “A plastic conviction,” Aug. 2 and “An imaginary conversation about T.C. lights,” Oct. 11.

In-Depth or Investigative Reporting
— Jim McElhatton
Alexandria Times Alexandria Times

Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.

Vol. 14b, No. 17

Alexandria

Times

Alexandria

Filling in the Blanks
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Rebuilding trust starts now
Trust is one of those things that so that our community knows and
is hard to win and yet can be lost in understands the challenges we face
a split second.
and also how our staff is striving to
With a school division, trust is overcome them every day. In order
won through consistently open, to trust, you must be vulnerable and
transparent and timely communi- willing to take risks and speak the
cations – both in day-to-day and truth.
emergency situations. Trust is built
Our young people deserve a comthrough action – and the
munity that stands behind
reliability of those actions
them and supports them
over time.
unconditionally – one
When a school needs to
which will afford them a
be evacuated, we immedihigh-quality
education
ately communicate with
not only in the classroom
parents who have shared
but outside of the classtheir contact information
room too. ACPS will alwith their school. Parents
ways strive for excellence
know that they can get the
and we must have lasting
DR. GREGORY
information through the HUTCHINGS, ED.D. relationships to fulfill our
website, the hotline, text message promise of ensuring every student
and emails – and perhaps if the sit- succeeds.
uation warrants it, a robocall and
The work to build complete trust
communication through the media. of our school division in our comRegardless of whether it is a false munity will not be easy, nor will it
alarm or a genuine evacuation, we happen overnight. ACPS has had
always communicate the fact it has tremendous turnover over the most
happened. It is the perfect example recent years. I’m the fourth superof how consistency of actions and intendent in five years, and we must
reliability speak louder than words.
have continuity and consistency so
This is not a new concept and yet that we can establish effective sysit is not something that we have con- tems, processes and accountability
sistently practiced in all areas of our structures for success.
work over the years. This has cost us
As most of you know, the Alexanthe trust of our community neigh- dria community is resilient, courabors – sometimes in areas where we geous and full of remarkable and talneed it most.
ented people who have shown they
It’s imperative that ACPS estab- are able to overcome any obstacle
lish our community stakeholders as they choose to in the past. We must
partners including students, staff, not forget that we have always been
parents, community members, busi- a community that strives for excelness owners, city officials and high- lence, and we stand on the shoulders
er education institutions. To do this of many people who have paved the
we need a reset. We need to own our way and afforded us the privilege of
flaws. We need to acknowledge the being a community of champions for
mistakes we have made as a school change, prosperity and excellence.
division in the past – sometimes I’m a part of a city that is capable of
many decades ago – and we need being the exemplar for the country,
to learn from our mistakes to make and there is no reason why every
sure we don’t make them again.
student in ACPS should not succeed.
As superintendent, I am certain
We know that actions speak loudthat ACPS must own its flaws of the er than words. Watch us and hold us
past in order to do better and grow accountable. This is a new day.
the trust that is needed to prosper
in the future. Now is a time to be
The writer is superintendent of
even more transparent than ever
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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Campaign Finance
Campaign finance reports reveal the candidates are level in cash
on hand, but Vice Mayor
Justin Wilson outraised

Ad Design — Aleksandra Kochurova

Overall content
and design of
Special Section
— Staff

ECO-CITY CAFÉ

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Dr. Oswald Durant Memorial Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Alexandria is updating its Environmental Action Plan, the City’s
blueprint for creating a thriving, sustainable community. The
update process involves City residents, businesses, staff and the
Environmental Policy Commission. Come to the Café to discuss
the plan with other community members and offer feedback.

June 7 issue:
dedicated to the
Alexandria democratic mayoral and city
council primary.

For more information, call 703.746.4065
or visit alexandriava.gov/EcoCity.

Eco-City

Alexandria

The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended. To request a reasonable accommodation, email geralyn.taylor@alexandriava.gov or call 703.746.5418, Virginia Relay 711.

Mayor Allison Silberberg
in the second quarter.
Page 20

Semi-Annual Sale in Progress Now

for Alexandria
City Council

106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314 | Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
703-664-0585 | tsaltstyle.com

Authorized by Friends of Amy Jackson

Small space ads
(Eco City of Alexandria) and the Fashion
and personal care
(TSALT) categories

B:9.3”
T:9.3”

To see all winning
entrees, please go online to alextimes.com
S:9.3”

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.
Platinum Savings Account

2.10

%

Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months
with new money deposits of at least
$25,000 and a minimum daily account
balance of $25,000 or more1

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.40

%

Annual Percentage Yield for an
11-month term with new money
deposits of at least $25,0002

1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 03/25/2019 and 05/31/2019. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is available only to Platinum Savings customers
in the following states: AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings
account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting
on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply, and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your
Platinum Savings account. As of 02/15/2019, the standard interest rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA with an account balance of $0.01 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current
minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, standard
interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice.
Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private Banking or Wealth customers. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 03/25/2019 to 05/31/2019.
The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest
remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or
more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the Special Rate CD will automatically
renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. 1,2. Due to the new money requirement, accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo
reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to
take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit
offer, except the Portfolio by Wells Fargo $500 offer, available from March 25, 2019 until May 31, 2019. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when
you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will
discontinue and revert to the Bank’s then-current applicable rate or fee. For bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells
Fargo Prime Checking account will be converted to another checking product or closed.
© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801

T:5.25”

Offers available in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional bonus interest rate on these accounts.3

S:5.25”

Talk to a banker for details. Offer expires May 31, 2019. Business owner? Ask about our business savings rates.
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ACPS estimates that if
city council approves the
swing space proposal this
fall and plans for the MacArthur rebuild in spring 2020,
MacArthur students could
begin the 2020-2021 school
year in the old Patrick Henry building. A modernized
Douglas MacArthur would
reopen in January 2023, at
which point demolition of
the old Patrick Henry building would take place. The
new fields and parking lot
at Patrick Henry would open
in September 2023.
“It breaks the fundamental promises made to
our community to restore
and improve green space
with a robust rec program
and to complete the project
in a timely manner,” Mary
Sanders, a representative
for the Patrick Henry Parent
Teacher Association, said at
the school board meeting.
Twenty-seven
speak-

[The swing space plan] breaks
the fundamental promises made
to our community to restore and
improve green space with a robust
rec program and to complete the
project in a timely manner.”
– Mary Sanders, member,
Patrick Henry Parent Teacher Association

ers signed up for the public comments section of
the school board meeting,
half of which spoke in opposition to the swing space
plan.
Parents and community members questioned the
lack of traffic and environmental safety studies, and
expressed skepticism about
the proposed timeline of
the Douglas MacArthur rebuild.
Many community members also remained concerned about the effects

an additional 800 students
and staff would have on the
already-congested streets
surrounding Patrick Henry.
“The current situation
is really dangerous,” Leslie
Hinton, a member of the
Patrick Henry PTA, said before the meeting. “It’s affecting the walkers at Minnie Howard, it’s affecting
the walkers at Polk and the
students at Patrick Henry.
The whole neighborhood
has borne a huge burden,
and I think it’s really unfair
to ask them to continue to

put up with it.”
According to ACPS Chief
Operating
Officer
Mignon Anthony, around 15
buses would be needed to
move 100 percent of Douglas MacArthur students to
the site every day. ACPS is
considering staggered start
times and is in talks with
the Alexandria Department
of Transportation and Environmental Services to adjust trash truck schedules in
the area, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. said.
Other members of the
community expressed concerns about the equity of
the plan.
“This
administration
talks a lot about equity, but
they should not dare to say
that word again if this plan
goes through because it is
absolutely taking advantage of an economically disadvantaged school,” parent
Joel Finkelstein said.
According to Hinton,

75.5 percent of Patrick Henry families are economically
disadvantaged, compared to
only 36.3 percent of Douglas MacArthur families.
There is a discrepancy in
access to open space, Hinton said, one that will only
become more difficult with
two student bodies packed
onto a single site.
“This is an at-risk community of kids that doesn’t
have access to [outdoor play
space] in the rest of their
life,” Hinton said. “The
school is the place where
they can come and actually
have access to play space, to
outdoor green space.”
One community member, Megumi Kito, began to
weep as she read her comments to the school board.
“Have you experienced
that? Have you really experienced two years of being
held inside?” Kito said.
“That access to play is
SEE SWING

ENRICHING
LIFE’S JOURNEY
Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has
been welcoming residents home for more than
50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor
plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether
you live independently or require assisted living
or health care services, we encourage you to
experience every day surrounded by an active
community of friends and neighbors.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA
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also a learning time as well
and it’s just so critical,”
School Board Member Michelle Rief said.
ACPS has plans to try to
fit more play areas into the
design of the swing space,
Anthony said.
For many community
members, the way ACPS
presented the plan to the
community was a major
sticking point.
“The whole city knows
we need swing space, but
sort of pulling out of the air
a plan to move into a school
that was ready to be torn
down isn’t innovative; it’s
reckless,” Finkelstein said.
Despite overwhelming
opposition from the Patrick
Henry community, there
were voices of support at
the meeting.
“We realize that we’re
really asking Patrick Henry
for a sacrifice here,” William Pfister, president of
the Douglas MacArthur
PTA, said. “We’re going to
delay some of their activity, we’re going to come into
their neighborhood, but if
we wait until 2021, when
it’s actually budgeted in the
CIP to look for swing space,
we’re not going to find it.”
According to Anthony, ACPS is trying to balance
immediate
needs
with long-term plans, and
after searching for potential swing space sites, the
old Patrick Henry building
represented the best immediate solution to Douglas
MacArthur’s problem.
“[Douglas MacArthur] is
a bigger school and it has
700 kids, which the principal at Patrick Henry said
can fit in this older building and it’s our attempt to
get that done as quickly
and efficiently and with as
much coordination with the
community and city as possible,” Anthony said.
ACPS still has plans for a
long-term swing space, ac-
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cording to Anthony.
Many school board members expressed concerns
about evacuation plans,
traffic and equity, however
School Board Chair Cindy
Anderson warned the board
against the dangers of extended deliberation.
“Inaction was the plan
for too long,” Anderson
said.
School Board Member
Meagan Alderton echoed
that sentiment, noting the
horrible conditions in many
Alexandria schools.
“Unfortunately, we are
all being asked to act because of a longstanding
refusal to do so,” Alderton
said. “… We’re ready to take
on the opportunity right
now, and I really hope we
can do it together.”
In response to Rief’s and
many community members’ concerns that the plan
could bring two communities into conflict, Hutchings
and School Board Member
Chris Suarez emphasized
the opportunity for synergy
between two different communities.
“I think this could be a
really good opportunity to
bring two worlds together,”
Hutchings said.
Suarez made a motion,
seconded by School Board
Member Margaret Lorber,
to pursue the swing space
option at Patrick Henry.
However, he included several conditions in an effort to
address key concerns with
the plan.
Suarez included language with a stated commitment to alleviate traffic
concerns at the site and to
identify and provide parking for staff and parents
both on and off-site. The
motion also included language that guarantees the
demolition of the old Patrick Henry building after
the completion of the Douglas MacArthur school.
In response to Suarez’s
motion,
School
Board

Member Heather Thornton
voiced unease with the process by which the motion’s
many conditions were being
brought to the school board.
“I do think that it is inherently problematic that
we have to do motions
with all of these commitments that we should have

discussed way before this
vote was even brought up,”
Thornton said. “When you
make all of these commitments, it takes away from
the meat of what we’re actually supposed to be doing
which is making a decision
based on clear information
that we have.”

Thornton cast the lone
opposing vote in the 8-1
decision. ACPS staff are expected to finalize a plan by
the summer and present it
to the school board before
taking it before the planning commission and city
council.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Your Investment in
Healthier Waterways
for Alexandria
Proposed AlexRenew
Rate Increases

In April 2017, the Commonwealth of Virginia passed a law that requires Alexandria
to remediate all four of its combined sewer outfalls by July 1, 2025. In response,
Alexandria Renew Enterprises (AlexRenew) is implementing the RiverRenew program,
a deep underground tunnel system to prevent sewage mixed with rainwater from
entering our waterways in Alexandria.
To pay for this significant investment in the health of our community’s waterways
and ongoing wastewater operations and maintenance, AlexRenew has proposed
rate increases starting on July 1, 2019, and July 1, 2020, respectively. Our residential
customers will see an increase of approximately $55 each year in their bills, or
about $5 per month.

INCREASES WILL PAY FOR:
A cleaner community for
future generations
A safer environment
for wildlife

Updated and new
infrastructure to create and
continue healthier waterways
for our community

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 3 - 5 P.M.
LEARN MORE
about this rate increase at
alexrenew.com/know-your-rates.
QUESTIONS?
askriverrenew@alexrenew.com
703-518-6030

AlexRenew Environmental Center
1800 Limerick Street

Learn about the need for more
investment in the health of our
waterways through increased rates.
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF
AN APPLICATION BY VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND
POWER COMPANY FOR APPROVAL AND CERTIFICATION OF POTOMAC YARDS UNDERGROUNDING
AND GLEBE GIS CONVERSION PURSUANT TO TITLE
56 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
CASE NO. PUR-2019-00040
On March 7, 2019, pursuant to Virginia Code § 56-46.1 and
the Utility Facilities Act, Code § 56-265.1 et seq., Virginia
Electric and Power Company (“Dominion” or “Company”)
filed an application and supporting documents for approval
and certification of electric facilities (“Application”) with the
Virginia State Corporation Commission (“Commission”).
Specifically, Dominion seeks to convert the overhead portion
of 230 kilovolt (“kV”) Glebe-Ox Line #248 and 230 kV GlebeNorth Alexandria Line #2023 between Glebe Substation
(located in Arlington, Virginia), and Potomac Yards North
Terminal Station (“Potomac Yards Station”) (located in the
City of Alexandria, Virginia) to underground lines and to tie
the converted lines into Glebe Substation. This conversion
would include the removal and replacement of related underground lines comprising a total installation of approximately
2,100 feet of new underground cable from existing manhole
#110 to new manhole #111 to Glebe Substation (“Potomac
Yards Undergrounding”). Of the 2,100 feet of underground
line Dominion proposes to install, 1,100 feet would be
installed using microtunneling and 1,000 feet would be installed using existing underground right-of-way. Dominion
also proposes to remove 550 feet of underground cable and
pipe from Potomac Yards Station to new manhole #111 and
to remove 1,000 feet of cable only from new manhole #111 to
existing manhole #110. Dominion also seeks to convert and
rebuild the Company’s existing Glebe Substation to a Gas Insulated Substation (collectively, all the work described above
comprises the “Project”).
Dominion asserts that the proposed Project is necessary to
comply with the expiration of an existing Special Use Permit
issued by the City of Alexandria. The Special Use Permit is
expected to expire January 1, 2021. According to Dominion,
the proposed Project is necessary to permit the Company’s
remaining transmission facilities in the area to provide adequate service to the Company’s existing customers located
in the City of Alexandria and Arlington County, consistent
with North American Electric Reliability Corporation Reliability Criteria. Dominion further asserts that the proposed
Project would improve operational performance, maintain
critical energy infrastructure needed to provide continued
reliable electric service to facilities depended upon to provide
critical services, and to maximize available land use to accommodate necessary transmission terminations.
The proposed Project would require new right-of-way across
Four Mile Run. Dominion explains that no feasible alternatives have been submitted to the PJM Interconnection, L.L.C.
specifically limited to this proposed Project because the key
driver for the Project is the undergrounding requirement in
the City of Alexandria’s Special Use Permit.
Dominion anticipates an in-service date of May 2022 for
the proposed Project, subject to Commission approval and
outage scheduling. Dominion estimates the conceptual
cost of the proposed Project to be $122.8 million, including
approximately $59.3 million for transmission-related work
and approximately $63.5 million for substation-related work
(2019 dollars).
Description of the Proposed Project
For the existing line relocation under the Potomac Yards
Undergrounding, the entire Potomac Yards Station, including three double-circuit 230 kV structures, two single circuit
structures and conductors would be removed. Also, approximately 550 feet of two existing double circuit underground
lines, currently entering Potomac Yards Substation would
be removed and the connection relocated directly into Glebe
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Substation. Each line consists of two sets of three conductor
bundles, with one three-conductor bundle per line. At the
tie-in point 550 feet from the existing Potomac Yards Station,
four new steel pipes would be installed turning northwest,
crossing U.S. Route 1, going under Four Mile Run, and proceeding north into Glebe Substation. Four three-conductor
bundles, high-pressure fluid-filled (“HPFF”) cables will be removed from the Potomac Yards Station to existing manhole
#110, where cables could be removed to facilitate this undergrounding project. This is approximately 1,550 feet, the
distance of this line relocation is approximately 1,100 feet.
After the four HPFF cable pipes are installed into Glebe Substation, approximately 2,100 feet of new cable for each pipe
would be installed in each pipe from existing manhole #110
to Glebe Substation.
Because the Potomac Yards Undergrounding would be constructed underground, no structure heights are provided.
All distances and directions are approximate. A sketch
map of the proposed route accompanies this notice. A more
detailed map of the proposed route may be viewed on the
Commission’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/pur/elec/
transline.aspx.
The Commission may consider a route not significantly
different from the route described in this notice without
additional notice to the public.
A more complete description of the proposed Project may be
found in the Company’s Application.
The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing in
this proceeding that, among other things, scheduled a public
evidentiary hearing to be held on July 23, 2019, at 10 a.m.,
in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the
Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia
23219, to receive testimony from members of the public and
evidence related to the Application from the Company, any
respondents, and the Commission’s Staff. Any person desiring to testify as a public witness at this hearing should appear
fifteen (15) minutes prior to the starting time of the hearing
and contact the Commission’s Bailiff.
Copies of the public version of the Application and documents filed in this case also are available for interested
persons to review in the Commission’s Document Control
Center, located on the first floor of the Tyler Building, 1300
East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, between the
hours of 8:15 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. Interested persons also may download
unofficial copies from the Commission’s website: http://
www.scc.virginia.gov/case.
Copies of the Application and other supporting materials
also may be inspected during regular business hours at the
following location:
Attn. John Mulligan
Dominion Energy Virginia
10900 Nuckols Road
Suite 400
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060
Attn. Karl Mortiz
City of Alexandria Planning & Zoning			
Room 2100
301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Attn. Steven Cover			
Arlington County Department of Community		
Planning and Housing Development
Suite 700, 2100 Clarendon Boulevard			
Arlington, Virginia 22201
Copies of the public version of the Application may be
obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the
Company, David J. DePippo, Esquire, Dominion Energy Services, Inc., 120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219. If

acceptable to the requesting party, the Company may provide
the documents by electronic means.
Any person or entity may participate as a respondent in this
proceeding by filing, on or before May 14, 2019, a notice of
participation. If not filed electronically, an original and
fifteen (15) copies of the notice of participation shall be submitted to Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation Commission,
c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond,
Virginia 23218-2118. A copy of the notice of participation as
a respondent also shall be sent to counsel for the Company at
the address set forth above. Pursuant to Rule 5 VAC 5-20-80
B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules
of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practice”), any notice of
participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action
sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and
legal basis for the action. All filings shall refer to Case No.
PUR-2019-00040. Interested persons should obtain a copy of
the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further
details on participation as a respondent.
On or before July 16, 2019, any interested person wishing to
comment on the Company’s Application shall file written
comments on the Application with the Clerk of the Commission at the address set forth above. Any interested person desiring to file comments electronically may do so on or before
July 16, 2019, by following the instructions on the Commission’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case. Compact
discs or any other form of electronic storage medium may
not be filed with the comments. All comments shall refer to
Case No. PUR-2019-00040.
All documents filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In
all other respects, all filings shall comply fully with the
requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and Format, of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice.
The Commission’s Rules of Practice may be viewed at http://
www.scc.virginia.gov/case. A printed copy of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and an official copy of the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing in this proceeding may
be obtained by the Clerk of the Commission at the address
set forth above.
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
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Burgundy students
win DI tournament

RENE PASCHAL

APRIL RODGERS

JAMES HARRISON

ACPS honors principal,
teacher, support staff member
Alexandria City Public Schools announced its
teacher, principal and support staff member of the
year this week, singling out
each for their commitment
and dedication to their students.
Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School’s Rene
Paschal, who has 36 years
in education as a teacher, counselor and assistant
principal, was named 2019
ACPS Principal of the Year.

Physical Education Teacher
April Rodgers, who helped
open Ferdinand T. Day Elementary School and brought
the circus to ACPS, was
named 2019 ACPS Teacher of
the Year. Beloved T.C. Williams High School Building
Engineer James Harrison,
who mentors students with
special needs in his spare
time, was named ACPS Outstanding Support Staffer of
the Year — the first to receive this award.

“These three people all
have gone above and beyond
in their support of our students. They represent what
ACPS stands for as a division and we are proud to
name them as some of our
best,” Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Ed.D, superintendent
of schools, said.

COURTESY PHOTO

On March 16, the fourth
and fifth grade Destination
Imagination teams from
Burgundy Farm Country
Day School each won in
their divisions in the regional tournament. They
will move on to the state
tournament on April 6.
DI is a global educational
nonprofit dedicated to in-

spiring the next generation
of innovators, leaders and
creative problem solvers.
The organization engages its participants in project-based challenges that
are designed to build confidence and develop extraordinary creativity, critical
thinking, communication
and teamwork skills.

SUMMER CAMP IS BETTER WITH FRIENDS

Bilingual Daycare Center
NOW ENROLLING
Toddler - Preschool - Kindergarten
Ages 2 - 6 years old
(703) 217 - 1060
www.lucasrainbow.com

YMCA ALEXANDRIA 703.838.8085

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE BEST SUMMER EVER
ymcadc.org/locations/ymca-alexandria/
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Browne enhances robotics program

COURTESY PHOTO

Blessed Sacrament
celebrates Colonial Day
For more than 25 years, Blessed Sacrament’s fourth grade
students have reenacted the numerous occupations and
customs of colonial Virginia. During this year’s celebration, students transformed into colonial bakers, blacksmiths, candlemakers (chadlers), carpenters, dressmakers and tailors. The peace was kept by the militiamen and
gaolers.

Browne Academy is enhancing its robotics and coding program and will make
it a part of the K-8 curriculum next school year. Lower
school teachers will integrate
the subject into their classroom activities and middle
school students will have the
option to take robotics and
coding as electives.
In preparation for this
program enhancement, 10
faculty and staff members
recently participated in a
five-day training course
with a robotics instructor
from Carnegie Mellon University. These teachers experienced hands-on coding
with VEX EDR equipment, a
robotics program designed
specifically for middle to
high school level students to
learn engineering, coding,
robotics and the design cycle. The robots can be proCOURTESY PHOTO
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grammed to do tasks, solve
problems or complete an obstacle course.
As the training progressed, Head of Middle
School Beth Gryczewski noticed that, “these robots can
be used to provide hands-on
learning opportunities in
individual math and science
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Performing Ar ts
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And More!

703.746.5414

classes as students work
through units like proportions, geometry, ratios and
understanding concepts like
pi, circumference, diameter
and many other math concepts. This is a program that
can have many real-world
uses outside of the robotics
classroom.”

Grace Episcopal School
holds STEM extravaganza
The passion for problem-solving, innovation and
teamwork demonstrated by
students on a daily basis at
Grace Episcopal School was
the inspiration for Grace’s new
community event, the STEM
Extravaganza, where children

were recently able to engage in
activities that cultivated these
skills. Many school and community families participated in
STEM challenges facilitated by
Grace fourth and fifth graders.
SEE GRACE

| 19
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ILS student excels at state MathCounts

FROM | 18

Students worked in teams to
design, plan and implement their
STEM activities. The students not
only tested their project several
times, but also created a direction
sheet, complete with project connections to science, technology,
engineering and math and helpful
tips for the participants.
“It felt good doing it because
you got to teach people new
things,” one fourth grade facilitator said.
A popular area was the Makers
Space. Visitors used their imagination and problem-solving skills
to build invention prototypes, 3-D
works of art and models of household items. A few students from the
kindergarten class worked together
to build a child-size international
space station.
“There was an incredible
amount of positive energy invest-

COURTESY PHOTO

ed in this event, beginning with
the collaborative efforts of our
fourth and fifth graders all the way
through the event clean-up. … We
look forward to offering this opportunity again next year,” Amanda
Hungerford, Grace’s director of admissions, who organized the event,
said.

On April 3, Immanuel Lutheran School Upper School students and
teachers gathered for an assembly to
recognize ILS eighth grade student Jonah Cook, who placed first in the George
Washington Chapter at the Northern
Virginia Regional competition held on
Feb. 2 at George Mason University.
That win earned Cook a slot at the
Virginia State MathCounts on March
16 in Richmond. Competing against
96 other students, representing 36
schools from across all 10 state chapters, Cook scored in the top 25 percent
in the statewide contest.
Cook was joined by nine other ILS
students at the Northern Virginia
Regional MathCounts Competition
in February: Kendall Brady, Marie
Hubbard, Spencer WolfIsabel Class,
Tyler-Reese Hotaling, Leia Hubbard,
Bailey Moore, Lucas Schriver and Aria
Ullman.
“We are all so proud of all of our

COURTESY PHOTO

ILS students who competed in this
year’s MathCounts program, and especially of Jonah and his outstanding
performance both in the regional and
state-level competitions this year,” Julia Habrecht, ILS headmaster, said.
MathCounts is a national nonprofit
organization that provides three extracurricular math programs for students in sixth through eighth grades.
More than a quarter million students
participate in MathCounts programs
and use these resources each year.
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SSSAS student receives
Rotary award
St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School senior Jasmine Vargas received the
Alexandria Rotary Club’s
Jefferson Cup for Community Service on March 26.
Recipients of this award
exemplify the Rotary motto of “Service above self”
in their daily lives and volunteer commitments.
At the Rotary meeting, Vargas was introduced with the following
remarks about her service
contributions written by
SSSAS Upper School Associate Director of College Counseling Timothy
Doyle:
“Outgoing, original and
independent, Jasmine Vargas, who is a St. Stephen’s
and St. Agnes ‘LIFER,’ is a

COURTESY PHOTO

go-getter and she can visualize a plan of action and
convert it into reality. This
trait has been most evident
with regard to her commitment to service. Jasmine
has gone well beyond our
own requirements, and her

experience and time commitment has been extensive,” Doyle said. “She has
traveled with her fellow
Saints to volunteer with
the students at St. Paul’s,
our sister school in Haiti.
Returning from this experience, she did not forget
the children with whom
she bonded, and she is the
current Saints for Haiti
club co-president, which
raises awareness and funds
for St. Paul’s.”
Vargas has also helped
raise funds for clean water
in underserved countries,
completed projects with
Bikes for our World and
recently founded the Marot Foundation to provide
food, clothing and necessities locally and in Haiti.

Saint Rita teacher
retires after 60 years
On March 27, Saint Rita
School became the first elementary school in the State
of Virginia and one of just
five K-8 elementary schools
in the nation to be recognized as a Catholic Education Honor Roll School by
the Cardinal Newman Society.
This joyous occasion
was followed by a bittersweet one, when on April
4, students from preschool
through eighth grade, along

with faculty, staff and parents lined the parking lot to
sing, clap and shed a tear as
they bid a fond farewell to
Sister Alma Bernadette, SSJ.,
who begins her well-earned
retirement at the Saint Joseph Villa. Sister Alma Bernadette has spent more than
60 years as a Catholic school
teacher, with almost 10 of
those at Saint Rita School.
She was the last of Saint Rita’s founding order, the Sisters of Saint Joseph.

Students sign steel
beams for BI addition
Bishop Ireton students,
faculty and staff took time
during their lunch period on
March 14 to sign two 36-foot
steel beams for the new academic wing, which is set to
be finished this fall. Students
signed their names using a
different color marker that
represented their class year.
“The Cardinal community came together on Thursday with great pride and joy
in signing the beams that
will become part of the foundation of the new Academic Center,” Principal Denise
Tobin said. “We all look forward to the completion of the

COURTESY PHOTO

building and the additional
space and resources it will
provide to our school.”
The two beams will be
exposed on the third floor
in the physics lab, allowing them to be visible to the
school community for years
to come.

TECH DOC
Phone, ipad & tablet repair

"Bring your broken device in
and we will bring it back to life!"
201 King St, Ste 300, Alexandria
(703) 362-5873

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS

My Obsession with Spice
BY CHAD SPARROW

Hot peppers are like a drug
for me, something I have to
eat on a daily basis. But where
did this come from? Am I a
glutton for the pain and suffering that comes from eating
hot peppers?
I can trace it back to my
dad. He would regularly have
fresh chiles, hot sauces or
dried peppers in the house.
My family religiously consumed extra spicy chili dogs
on Sundays while watching
Redskins games.
When I was about 9 years
old, I remember going to a
family friend’s house where
a chile-pepper-eating contest was underway. I wanted
nothing more than to enter
and prove my bravery. To appease me, the adults let me be
a part of the contest, but they
substituted my pepper for a
mild green chili. I was proclaimed the winner and directed to pound my chest and
say, “Give me another one.”
This felt like some form of entry into manhood and a day I
will never forget.
Now, my obsession with
hot peppers never seems to
subside. What defines my obsession? Is it the need to buy a
new hot sauce anytime I find
one that I haven’t tried? Is it

ARTS

Recipe

Charred Habanero Salsa
Ingredients

2 large ripe tomatoes
(grilled until blistered
and black)
2 jalapeno chiles (grilled
until blistered and black)
4 habanero chiles
(grilled until blistered
and black)
1 small white onion
(grilled until blistered
and black)
4 cloves garlic (roasted
in oven until brown)
½ of a lime, juiced
½ bunch cilantro
¼ cup olive oil
Salt to taste

Directions

PHOTO/@SHOOTJOEC

CHAD SPARROW

Co-owner and managing partner, Common Plate Hospitality

the dehydrated chiles that
my dad and I grind up annu-

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
ASO’s season ended with a talk by Rachmaninoff’s great-granddaughter | Page 22

ally from our summer crop
to get us through the winter?
Is it the fact that I take fresh
chiles with me in small ziplock bags to restaurants that I
know can’t meet my required
Scoville rating? I don’t have
the answer. My wife and kids
think I’m crazy, but they’ve
gotten used to it at this point.
Now, as co-owner and

HOMES

managing partner of Common Plate Hospitality, the
restaurant group that owns
Mason Social, Urbano 116,
Catch on the Ave and soonto-reopen Augie’s Mussel
Bar and Beer Garden, I find
myself pushing the limits of
spice and heat any chance I
get.
At Mason Social, I design

Hostas for shade and sun
Bring rich foliage texture to your garden
with beautiful hostas | Page 24

Blend all ingredients in a
food processor or blender
until smooth. Serve warm
or room temperature with
chips, meats, rice or anything else you can think of.

and curate the menu, always
incorporating heat. At Urbano and Catch, my other
amazing chef partners, Alam
Mendez and Eric Reid, do the
honors, but I often find myself suggesting that they add
additional spices or chiles to
recipes during tastings and
SEE FOODIE

CALENDAR

| 27

April events
Participate in an Eggstravaganza, follow
the drinking gourd and more | Page 26
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Additions and Alterations
Call Us Today
Interiors and Exteriors
• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
for a no obligation
• Roofs • Windows • Siding
discussion about
• Handyman

703-533-2423

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A

kenwardhomes @gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com
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Even when trains
aren’t running,
we’ll keep you
on track.
Braddock Rd

King Street-Old Town

Van Dorn St.

Eisenhower Ave

This summer, Metro is suspending train
service at the Braddock Rd, King St-Old
Town, Van Dorn St and Eisenhower Ave
Metrorail stations for platform repairs.
But we’re putting plans in place to
help you still get around.
Sign up for alerts and get the latest info:
alexandriava.gov/GOAlex

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra performs Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 with soloist Marianna Prjevalskaya at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center on Saturday.

All things Rachmaninoff
Talk by famed composer’s great-granddaughter precedes ASO
concert
BY EILEEN ABBOTT

Based on the long lines
of attendees and palpable
excitement when the doors
opened for the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra’s season finale Saturday night,
one might have thought
famed composer Sergei
Rachmaninoff himself was
present for the event that
celebrated his life and music.
“I think Rachmaninoff
is the Mount Everest of piano concertos,” Erik Child
of Arlington said, as he anticipated the joy of listening
to Piano Concerto No. 3 in D
Minor. “This is an enthralling experience for the audience and the performers.”
Jennifer Roberts of Sterling, Virginia, was also in
the crowd that filled the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-

cert Hall and Arts Center at
Northern Virginia Community College’s Alexandria
campus.
“It is music that is truly
from the soul,” Roberts said.
“Rachmaninoff takes me to
another time and place.”
Attendees were able to
gain a new appreciation
for Rachmainoff by being treated to a talk prior

to the performance by his
great-grandaughter,
Natalie Wanamaker Javier, who
joined esteemed Rachmaninoff scholar Francis Crociata — noted by ASO Conductor James Ross as being the
preeminent Rachmaninoff
scholar in the world — and
Library of Congress music
SEE SYMPHONY
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From left to right: Natalie Wanamaker Javier, Rachmaninoff’s
great-granddaughter; James Ross, music director and conductor for
the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra; Marianna Prjevalskaya, pianist;
Francis Crociata, Rachmaninoff’s biographer.
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specialist Kate Rivers on a
panel.
It was a rare behind-thescenes look at the enigmatic
and fascinating composer
and piano virtuoso who died
in 1943. Rare family photographs were shared along
with
intriguing
details
about Rachmaninoff’s life,
such as: he enjoyed playing
board games, and he loved
large, fast American cars.
His extraordinary hands
were insured by Lloyd’s of
London.
But mostly, Javier emphasized she wanted people
to know, “[His] music came
from his heart.”
Crociata said of Rachmaninoff’s work, “What attracted me to his music is its
sincerity and its ingenious
construction.”
Ross, who has received
praise for infusing energy
into and enriching the ASO
concert experience, took obvious enjoyment from introducing Javier onstage prior
to the concert.

APRIL 11, 2019 | 23
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“The woman by my side
is in fact the great-granddaughter of the composer
Rachmaninoff,” he said to
the excited audience.
A vibrant Javier graciously greeted concertgoers, on
what, perhaps by serendipity, was her birthday.
“It’s extra special to be
here,” Javier said about the
occasion dedicated to her
great-grandfather.
She said her presence
would have pleased Rachmaninoff.
“He loved his family. His
family was the most important to him,” Javier said.
“This is a world-class
symphony orchestra we’re
treated to here,” Arnold
Pachtman of Alexandria
said. Pachtman and his wife
Maria Pachtman particularly wanted to hear pianist
Marianna Prjevalskaya play
Rachmaninoff’s music.
“This Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 3 is a truly
remarkable piece of music.
The finale is technically
challenging, the ultimate
test. Ms. Prjevalskaya is

PHOTO/ KATYA CHILINGIRI BALABAN

James Ross, music director and conductor for the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, during Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3.

quite spectacular. It’s a real
treat, a rare treat, to be able
to have someone of that talent perform for us here,” Arnold Pachtman said.
An elegant Prjevalskaya
mesmerized the concertgoers with her masterful command of the technical and
musical demands, playing
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in D Minor powerfully and exquisitely.
“She’s definitely the star
of the show,” Child said. “It
isn’t the easiest. If you can

do that, you can pretty much
play everything.”
Ellen Cohn of Alexandria
said she was beyond pleased
with the symphony season
and had special praise for
Ross.
“With him, there is always something to learn,”
Cohn said. “I keep coming
back because I like the way
they theme the concerts.
They do a lot of music people
know, but they play in a way
like you’re hearing it for the
first time.”

The Pachtmans also commended the venue where the
Rachmaninoff concert was
held.
“It’s wonderful to know
that
Northern
Virginia
Community College provides nice cultural events
for its students and the public. It is truly a community
college,” Arnold Patchtman
said. “That means something.”
Crociata said he appreciated that each person at the
concert enjoyed a unique experience listening to Rachmaninoff’s music.
“It has the kind of complexity that allows every listener to have their imagination engaged,” Crociata said.
“Rachmaninoff never said
what each piece meant. He
didn’t want to rob from his
listeners to draw their own
conclusion.”
To learn more about
Rachmaninoff,
Crociata’s
published works provide
a depth of details. The Library of Congress is also a
resource for Rachmaninoff
manuscripts.

4906 Brenman Park Dr
(703) 419-3160
www.londoncurryhouse.com
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Tying the Knot
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Advertise your wedding related products
and services in our most popular section for couples.
Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information

HELPING MORE HOME BUYERS
The Federal Savings Bank gives you more access to competitive
mortgage rates and a full suite of mortgage options.
Express Loan Approval
• Get your mortgage application fully underwritten up front
and receive a loan commitment from the bank. You’ll then be
quickly “clear to close” once you find the right home.
Down Payment Assistance
• Ask us about receiving down payment or closing assistance
and we can help identify the programs in your area that you
qualify for.
TFSB 100
• Let us help remove the barrier of down payment and help
make your dream of home ownership become reality.

CONTACT US!
William Christopher

Clay Greenway

Senior Vice President, NMLS# 298144
direct : (571) 279-6372

Senior Vice President, NMLS# 186838
direct : (571) 279-6373

320 King St, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314
Copyright 2019 © The Federal Savings Bank | Co. NMLS# 411500 | All Rights Reserved | TheFederalSavingsBank.com
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Hostas: Rich texture for shade or sun
BY MARTY ROSS

Flowers of all kinds are
bright spots in any landscape, but to really bring a
garden to life, you need rich
foliage texture. Hostas, hardy perennial plants grown
for their foliage rather than
for their flowers, produce
opulent mounds of beautifully textured leaves that
bring magical stateliness to
a flower bed.
Luxuriously leafy hostas
transform bare spots under
trees into cool tableaus, add
drama along a front walk
and emphasize the transition to a garden gate. They
are also striking and distinguished specimens in pots.
They are the champions of
shade gardens – and they’re
surprisingly adaptable in
sunny places, too.

“We are getting better
hostas all the time,” Bob
Olson, who grows about
200 different hostas in his
garden near Minneapolis,
said.
Olson is a past president
of the American Hosta Society and has been the editor
of the AHS Journal for almost 20 years. Hostas with
red stems, also called petioles, are one of the latest
developments in the world
of hostas, Olson said, but
hybridizers are also introducing more giant hostas,
which may grow more than
40 inches tall and up to five
feet across, and there is
great interest in tiny hostas no more than six inches
tall, too.
Olson planted his first
hostas as problem solvers,
to dress up a garden bed

PHOTO/WALTERS GARDENS INC.

Large hostas make a big impression when they’re planted at a garden gate. Abiqua Drinking Gourd hosta has puckered, cup-shaped,
blue-green leaves and grows 2 feet tall with a spread of more than
3 feet.

around the base of a tree on
his property.
“Then I heard about a
guy in another city – he had
450 varieties of hosta for
sale. I was stunned, and I
was captivated,” Olson said.
He fell for a big hosta
priced at $40, but couldn’t
bring himself to make the
investment. His wife talked
him into it, and the hosta
(H. montana Aureomarginata), remains one of his favorites.
There are about 8,000
different named hostas today, and some gardeners
take that as a challenge.
Most cost $15 or less. At one
time, Olson’s hosta collection included close to 400
hostas.
“But my garden looked
SEE HOSTAS

| 25

Smart Designs For Real
Lives.
Decades Of Experience
Delivering Exceptional
Remodeling.
Foster Remodeling Solutions
integrates functional solutions
into stunning design. We work
with you to create spaces
to elevate your daily life and
maximize your investment.
Experienced design-build from
talented professionals makes our
process makes it perfect. Ready
to schedule a free consultation?

Give us a call
703-743-7293
or online at
FosterRemodeling.com
Winner 2nd year in
a row for Customer
Service!

Kitchens Bathrooms Additions Whole Home Remodels In-Law Suites and much more!

Check out our reviews:
GuildQuality.com/fosterremodeling

Foster Remodeling Solutions, Inc. | 7211-H Telegraph Square Drive | Lorton, VA 22079 | 703-743-7293

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

HOSTAS

APRIL 11, 2019 | 25

HOMES
FROM | 24

like a row crop. My wife said it
looked like a stamp collection,” Olson said. That’s when he made a decision. “I realized that the best gardens I had seen were where people
displayed their hostas well.”
Every beautiful plant benefits by
handsome companion plants, and
every garden needs variety.
Olson now grows peonies, lilies
and lots of annual flowers side by
side with his hostas in a carefully
designed garden that seems to embrace his backyard.
“I had to put a lot of hostas out
for adoption, but my garden was
much better once I did that,” Olson
said.
Interest in miniature hostas has
skyrocketed in the past few years.

PHOTO/WALTERS GARDENS INC.

Curly Fries grows to only 10 inches tall,
but its chartreuse, ruffled leaves are
hard to miss. Because of its size, it’s a
great candidate for a pot. Hostas thrive
in pots and give you a chance to appreciate them up close.

It took off when a sweet little hosta with cupped leaves called Blue
Mouse Ears came on the market.
The 8-inch hosta launched a wave
of hybridizing that has led to the
introduction of dozens of different
“mouse” hostas, including Frosted Mouse Ears, Mighty Mouse and
Mouse Trap.
Mini hostas have correspondingly small root systems, and it’s
best to grow them in small pots for
a year or so, Olson said.
“Then you might put them in the
ground,” Olson suggested.
Some gardeners grow their mini
hostas in planters to show them off
together like miniature gardens.
One of the hottest new minis, Olson
said, is Miniskirt, which has a ruffled-edged leaf.
Choosing among the great va-

riety of hostas is part of the fun.
When you’re shopping – hostas are
widely available at garden shops,
big-box stores and through mail-order specialists – look for something
distinctive, Olson said.
“A great hosta is one you can
look at from across the garden and
identify it. There are too many that
nobody can tell apart,” Olson said.
Hostas are hardy perennial
plants that live for years. It’s important to allow them room to grow.
Big specimens such as Great Expectations or Blue Hawaii are at their
best after about three years. Some
gardeners like to divide plants after
that, but unless conditions change
in your garden, you really don’t
need to go to all that trouble. You
can just stand back and admire
them.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Historic Sanford Dempsey House for sale
Situated on a quarter acre lot in the
heart of the historic district, this gracious home is one of Old Town’s most
outstanding and coveted properties.
Built in the late 1700s, the Sanford
Dempsey House has been a durable
fixture in the Old Town landscape and
history. The property remained in the
Sanford Dempsey Carter family for
more than 100 years.
The property was sold in the 1980s
to a family who repaired and restored
the home
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es of ready
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can focus
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something fun
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instead!
2017. Today, the home is one of the
us today
mostCall
unique
and to
extraordinary propschedule a
erties on the market in the DC area.
FREE ESTIMATE!
With more than 9,000 square feet

MEOWNERS!

703-684-7702

Left: The historic Sanford Dempsey house is situated on a quarter acre lot in the
heart of Old Town. Right: This luxe home offers impressive rooms for entertaining.

of luxe living space, the spacious home
offers six bedrooms, six and a half
bathrooms, impressive rooms for entertaining, a chef’s kitchen with adjoining breakfast room, two home offices, an exercise room, a subterranean
theatre room, a luxurious master suite
and a dressing room. A double garage
and expansive brick driveway offer pri-

vate parking for five cars. A gorgeous
patio is surrounded by an architectural
pergola that supports a beautiful wisteria. Lush lawn areas are accented by
manicured gardens.
Located only two blocks from fine
restaurants, shops and the waterfront,
this historic in-town estate offers
modern luxury living at its best.

COURTESY PHOTOS

AT A GLANCE
Location: 217 S. Fairfax St.
Price: $5,700,000
Square footage: More than 9,000
Beds: 6
Baths: 6.5
Contact: Mary Ellen Rotondo, MBA,
Realtor, McEnearney Associates
109 S. Pitt St.
Mrotondo@mcenearney.com
703.472.5454

Don’t let the winter blues get you down! Call us

HOMEOWNERS! now to ask about our interior winter discount!
Since 1987

techpainting.com

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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APRIL 11
BARKS, BREWS AND BITES

Bring along a beloved four-legged best
friend for Barks, Brews and Bites,
featuring pup-tinis and delicious
doggie treats. While pooches mix and
mingle to meet new furry friends in
the outdoor courtyard, happy hour
cocktail specials and dinner options
are available for owners as well. This
event occurs every Thursday, starting
April 11.
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: Jackson 20, 480 King St.
Information: www.jackson20restaurant.com

The lunch/
brunch spot
loved by locals!
NEW:
Breakfast from 9 a.m.
Monday to Friday

YOUR NEIGHBOR NEXT-DOOR:
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION This presentation presents sev-

Evening dining
Wednesday to Saturday
119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

eral themes from intercultural communication to help people improve
their understanding of how messages
vary among cultures because of the
way we send and receive them. Dr.
Don Boileau is a retired professor of
communication at George Mason University and served as the department
chair for 13 years.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: alexlibraryva.org

GEORGETOWN SAXATONES A
CAPELLA CONCERT Eclectic and

energetic, the Georgetown Saxatones
are back. Get ready to rock the house
with everything from alternative to
pop to soul with Georgetown’s only
community service a cappella group.
They are passionate about sharing
their music in support of worthy
causes. Proceeds will go to benefit
the Saxatones’ preferred charity, the
DC Autism Society.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/
events-upcoming

Join us

Seasonal special: Fresh Shad
Roe with Anchovy Butter and
Bacon Strips
Spring specials coming soon

APRIL 12
THE LATE SHIFT: ART ON THE
HORIZON Look towards the future

The Savannah Disputation

4/27-5/18

The subject is damnation, but
The Savannah Disputation is as
light and sweet as the iced tea
served by the odd-couple sisters
in their proper Southern home.
But the sisters quickly lose their
southern charm when a young
door-to-door evangelist comes
knocking to save their souls.

Buy tickets early at our
box office or online!
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

with a night of new and innovative art
and ideas. Meet up-and-coming talent
during Target Gallery’s opening for
the 2019 Emerging Artists exhibition,
featuring work by Kate Gorman, Kim
Sandara, Madeline A. Stratton and
Sean Sweeney.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

POEM IN YOUR POCKET

Celebrate National Poetry Month
and Poem in Your Pocket Day at the
Athenaeum. Please bring poetry and
stories that spark your creative spirit.
All are welcome. This event will be
hosted by Alexandria Poet Laureate
KaNikki Jakarta and the Office of
the Arts. Admission is free and light
refreshments will be served.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/

events-upcoming

APRIL 13
EASTER EGG HUNT WITH THE
OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE DISTRICT Join the Old Town Boutique

District for a morning of Easter fun.
While little ones are busy searching
for a big Easter egg hidden within
each boutique, moms and dads can
shop the beautiful selection of spring
clothing, shoes, jewelry, home decor,
doggie toys and more. Receive a
raffle ticket with your purchases to be
entered in a drawing to win fabulous
items from local businesses.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Throughout Old Town
Information: www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com

SPECIALTY TOUR: HAMILTON
BFF AND FRENEMIES Inspired by

the musical Hamilton, hear Washington, Lafayette, Jefferson, Madison
and Burr — alongside stories from
enslaved men and women working at
the tavern, like Candas and Moses.
Grapple with the realities of early
America and how these stories intertwined to start a new nation. Advance
purchase of tickets is recommended;
limited space is available.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/

2019 ARLANDRIA EGGSTRAVAGANZA The Arlandria Eggstravagan-

za is back and better than ever. This
year’s event features entertainment
by the Rainbow Rock Band, Uncle
Devin, Kalin Jones and more. The day
also features plenty of food, activities
and games for the whole family,
including multiple egg hunts for everyone from tots to teens and adults. A
petting zoo and health services area
are new additions to this year’s activities. These activities will join the other
favorites like the putt-putt forest,
carnival game area and community
resource tent.
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Conservatory
Center, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.arlandriaeggstravaganza.com

ASMA ELGOUACEM PRESENTS
“WHERE IS FREEDOM?” Author

Asma Elgouacem has lived as a
Muslim woman in Algeria, France
and the United States. As part of All
Alexandria Reads, she relates her
experiences as both a world citizen
and Muslim woman.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Jr.
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

APRIL 14
THE GRIT AND WIT OF WOMEN Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
is highlighting the history of the
Suffragist movement as well as the

importance of honoring, memorializing and educating future generations
about the suffragists and the plans
for the Suffragist Memorial. The event
will also, through costume and verse,
bring to life the historic figure of Dorothy Parker, the writer and satirist who
was known as the wittiest woman of
the 1920s.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1901 Windmill Lane
Information: mvuc.brownpapertickets.com

APRIL 15
CAPE SCIENCE: DNA Dive into

DNA. Zooming deep into the cells in
the human body, explore the importance of DNA and its role in genetics.
This hands-on experience involves
examining the DNA of unlikely materials and learning the significance of
DNA not just for humans, but for all
living things. The event is for children
ages six to 12. Space limited to 25
participants. Please pick up a ticket
starting at 1:30 p.m.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: 5005 Duke St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

APRIL 16
WINE 101 AT 108: SAUVIGNON
BLANC CLASS Whether a wine

novice or a connoisseur, a Wine 101
class at 108 is the perfect way to
learn more about wine. Learn the
basics about one of the most popular white wines - Sauvignon Blanc.
Come taste five wines from various
regions paired with light fare and
learn from owner Lisa Katic, who has
more than 20 years of experience in
the world of wine.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Wine Gallery 108, 108 N.
Patrick St.
Information: www.alturawinegourmet.
com/events

FOLLOW THE DRINKING GOURD
Presented by a ranger from the National Park Service’s Civil War Defenses of Washington office, learn how
enslaved people on the Underground
Railroad used their knowledge of astronomy to find their way to freedom.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: alexlibraryva.org

APRIL 18
THE NECESSITY OF SPEAKING
UP: OVERCOMING THE LEGACIES OF SILENCE TO CREATE
COMMUNITY LECTURE Please

come and listen as Wendi R. Kaplan,
past Alexandria poet laureate, shares
poetry that speaks to building bridges
from our own community to the global
community and Urs Urech, the co-author of “Persecuted and Expelled,”
shares recently revealed stories of
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how the nation of Switzerland treated
the immigration of Jewish children
during the Holocaust.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/
events-upcoming

APRIL 19
20TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG
HUNT AT LEE-FENDALL HOUSE
MUSEUM The Lee-Fendall House

Museum & Garden’s Annual Easter
Egg Hunt returns to Alexandria on
Easter weekend. Once again, the
museum’s garden will be filled with
hundreds of colorful toy-filled Easter
eggs, including two prize eggs. Other
activities include games, crafts,
temporary tattoos, refreshments and
photos with the Easter Bunny. Every
participating child will receive an Easter Egg. Hunts are also scheduled for
April 20 and April 21 at 12:30 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. respectively.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum
and Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

LYNN BOGGESS SOLO EXHIBITION Lynn Boggess creates tactile

landscapes made up of thick layers of
oil paint. These landscapes capture
the rushing movement of water,
snowy hillsides, the rigidness of trees
and the colors of every season. Boggess titles his paintings the date they
were created, giving the feeling of a
moment forever captured in time.
Time: Opening reception from 6:30
to 9 p.m.
Location: Principle Gallery, 208 King
St.
Information: www.principlegallery.
com

APRIL 20
ADDING TO YOUR STORY:
FROM GENEALOGIST TO FAMILY HISTORIAN Ancestors are more

than just a name, date of birth and
date of death. Come learn how to use
historical research techniques within
Alexandria Library’s Local History/
Special Collections’ archive to give

FOODIE
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menu design meetings.
I don’t see my obsession
with chiles changing any
time soon, and each year as
warmer weather arrives, I
am inspired to plant my own
peppers. I source pepper
seeds and seedlings from online and local nurseries, and
soon my garden will flourish
with Chile de Arbols, Chocolate Habaneros, Yellow Thai
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life to your family’s story. Whether a
beginner or a genealogical Sherlock
Holmes, this workshop will inspire
people to search for clues in unconventional places.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: 717 Queen St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON
TOUR Explore important sites asso-

ciated with George Washington in his
hometown of Alexandria. This guided
walking tour of historic Old Town
covers significant people and events
in Washington’s life and in American
history, with stops at Ramsay House,
Market Square, Carlyle House, Wise’s
Tavern, Duvall Tavern/Charles Lee
House, Gadsby’s Tavern, Washington’s townhouse, The Lord Fairfax
House, the “Light-Horse” Harry Lee
house and Christ Church. The tour
is free and no reservations are
required.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Visitor Center,
221 King St.
Information: washingtonbirthday.com

BUNNYFEST 2019 Artists through-

out the Torpedo Factory Art Center
will be making, showing and selling
high-eared art. Think outside the
Easter basket with rabbit-riffic artwork
in sculptures, dishware, etchings,
paintings and prints. Make BunnyFest
buttons, create bunny crafts and don
bunny ears for this hoppin’ Easter
event.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org/
event/bunnyfest-2019/

APRIL 25
PLASTIC INTO PLARN: RE-PURPOSING PROJECT DROP-IN
Calling all do-gooders. The Carefull
Knitting group need help to convert
plastic bags into knittable and crochet-able plarn (plastic yarn). Plarn
made during the drop-in will be used
to make waterproof sleeping mats for
homeless people. Volunteers will be
on hand to help with the process for
new and experienced knitters alike.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch

Chiles, Purple Prince Chiles
and the almighty Carolina
Reaper. Each variety of pepper allows me to experiment
with different levels of heat
and flavor when I’m creating
recipes.
I can think of no better
vehicle to deliver the flavor
and heat of chiles than salsa. This is a year-round recipe that I use occasionally at
Mason Social and always as
a great condiment at home.

Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

PRESERVING OUR RECENT
PAST: CONSERVATION AND
THE FUTURE OF TWENTIETH
CENTURY BUILDINGS As part of

Architecture Week, Tom Jester, John
Matteo, architectural conservator
Alfonso Narvaez and others will lead
a presentation on renewal of modern
architecture, implementing innovative
designs for historical properties and
the development of conservation
treatments for buildings, sculptures
and monuments. Admission is free.
RSVP at admin@nvfaa.org.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/
events-upcoming

APRIL 27
29TH CARLYLE HOUSE GARDEN DAY SALE Stop by the historic
Carlyle House during Alexandria
Garden Day to enjoy a free tour of
the museum, listen to live music and
purchase handmade crafts by local
artisans.
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

Serving breakfast,
lunch and dinner
7 days a week
36 Years in Business
3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

SOPRANESSENCE HOSTS
BENEFIT CONCERT FOR ST.
JUDE The ladies of the vocal

ensemble Sopranessence will fill the
hall of Convergence with melodies
celebrating friendship, kinship, sisterhood and even frenemies to raise
funds for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. The event will feature
unique arrangements of music from
popular operas and operettas such
as “Hansel and Gretel,” “The Mikado” and Mozart’s “Cosí fan Tutte;”
audience-favorite musicals like “Miss
Saigon,” “Cinderella,” “Wicked” and
much more. Sopranessence has set
a goal to raise $1,000 for St. Jude.
This fundraising goal will help provide
day-to-day necessities for 20 families
at St. Jude’s short-term housing
facility while their young ones receive
treatment.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: 1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: www.sopranessence.org

You can also make this exact
recipe without cooking any of
the ingredients – I typically
prefer to use raw ingredients
when peak summer tomatoes
are in season.
Chad Sparrow is managing
partner of Common Plate
Hospitality, the restaurant
group that owns Mason Social,
Urbano 116, Catch on the Ave
and soon-to-reopen Augie’s
Mussel Bar and Beer Garden.
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This program is made possible through a grant funded by the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.
The opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of Virginia ABC.
This program is made possible through a grant funded by the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.
The opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of Virginia ABC.
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Space for a swing
Sometimes the obvious right choice for the community really stinks
for a small subsection of residents.
That’s our take on the Alexandria school board’s decision last week to
utilize the old Patrick Henry Elementary School building as swing space
to house students from Douglas MacArthur Elementary School while
that facility is razed and rebuilt.
It’s certainly understandable why residents in the neighborhood surrounding Patrick Henry are upset. When the rebuild of that school was
being planned, city council wound up approving a site orientation and
traffic flow different from what most neighbors thought optimal for the
new school.
Now, after muddling through the long construction, and less than
three months after the new Patrick Henry opened its doors, neighbors
learn those nice, new athletic fields – to be used both by students and
the community – aren’t going to materialize for four more years. That’s
a tough blow.
And yet, we think Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D and
the school board are being creative and responsible in getting a one-time
swing space use out of the old Patrick Henry before it’s torn down.
There’s a palpable energy Hutchings and the current school board,
composed of five new and four continuing members, are bringing to
the many capacity and construction issues facing Alexandria City Public Schools. In addition to this tough decision, the current school board
has voted to use a multiple campus approach to the high school capacity problem, rebuild Minnie Howard and fully explore the feasibility of a
second high school – all since January. That’s impressive.
As change accelerates in Alexandria – and with Amazon’s impending
arrival at our city’s edge, no one should be under the illusion that it won’t
– it’s imperative that the concept of livability be considered at every step.
If the school board had voted to make the old Patrick Henry building a permanent swing space for new school construction, our response
would have been different. That would have made this neighborhood an
on-going service area for the rest of the city. But asking one section of
the city to put up with inconvenience for a finite and defined period of
time for the greater good seems reasonable, even though there’s no denying this neighborhood’s livability will take a temporary hit.
This is a different situation than the permanent degradation of livability in Old Town and Del Ray caused by recent city decisions to accelerate density and decrease parking availability in those neighborhoods. If
only those decisions expired after four years.
It’s also unfortunate that the concept of class warfare is being introduced into this debate, due to Douglas MacArthur’s location in a more
affluent neighborhood than Patrick Henry.
The decision to use the old Patrick Henry building was clearly based
on practicality; it was a cost-conscious move that will save the city money. It’s always preferable to utilize the current school building on any site
while a new school is being built, and this is done whenever possible. But
the small size of the Douglas MacArthur site made this impossible.
Patrick Henry students were fortunate to be able to remain in their old
building, in their own neighborhood, while their new school was being
built. MacArthur students are going to be bused to a different neighborhood while theirs is constructed, which will be vastly more disruptive.
We hope ACPS Chief Operating Officer Mignon Anthony is correct,
and that ACPS planners will be able to devise areas for playgrounds for
students of both schools to use while they share this site.
As they design this swing space, it’s important to leave room for a
swing.
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

More on the chicken
slaughterhouse
To the editor:
It has come to my attention that the
Alexandria City Council – specifically
Mayor Justin Wilson and councilors John
Chapman, Canek Aguirre, Del Pepper
and Mo Seifeldein – approved a special
use permit for a chicken slaughterhouse
on Colvin Street on March 26. This decision was not for the greater good of
Alexandrians as it has increased health,
safety and welfare impacts despite the
planning staff looking at impacts on the
community, including odor.
Alexandria’s Director of Planning and
Zoning, Karl Moritz, said the use wasn’t
otherwise listed in the zoning ordinance
and, somewhat surprised, said, “in the
case of this land use we haven’t seen it in
decades.” There are some good reasons
for that.
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
did her due diligence for the community and traveled to one of the company’s
facilities in Philadelphia, where she
spoke with a number of the company’s
neighbors. One described the facility’s
smell as “unbearable in the summer and
not as bad in the winter.”
To people who are really concerned

about potential impacts to the community, including odor, this should have been
a red flag to investigate before making
a decision, but instead the council and
planning director came up with the idea
“do not allow the odors to escape.” Anybody with a little common sense and a
thimble full of experience knows this is
a lot easier said than done and rather unlikely, especially in the hot summer.
This use also increases the health
risks as chickens can be a vector in contagious disease and no one can guarantee there won’t be a future health problem. And then there is the vile rinse
water: “The effluent from all cleaning
and sanitizing activities must drain to
the sanitary sewer system with prior approval from AlexRenew or be covered by
a VPDES permit for discharge into the
storm sewer. (T&ES) (P&Z)” and then to
the Potomac River.
What we have here is poor planning
and judgement about the “potential to
impact the community.” More mismanagement in Alexandria concerning the
greater good of the community.
-J. Chris Hubbard,
Alexandria
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Donley did vote for
BRAC density
To the editor:
In the March 28 Alexandria Times,
Bill Goff wrote a letter, “The solution
to a residential nightmare,” highlighting why the enormous BRAC building
contributed to awful traffic congestion and cut-through traffic on Seminary Road. In his letter, he wrote:
“It is hard to understand how Mayor Justin Wilson, a ‘transportation expert,’ and others, like former mayors
Kerry Donley and Bill Euille and former Congressman Jim Moran, could
have embraced such a structure.”
In your April 4 edition, Donley
wrote a letter, “Former mayor defends
his record,” challenging this assertion. He denied he ever supported the
BRAC building and attacked Goff as
being entitled to his opinion but not
his own facts. Because we were heavily involved in the issues, I checked
the records to see who had the more
accurate facts.
At the outset, despite public posturing, the city supported the Mark
Center as a site. During site selection,
it wrote to the Department of Defense
in August 2008 that “[t]he City of Alexandria supports the location of the
Washington Headquarters Service
(WHS) to either the Mark Winkler or
to the Victory Center site. Both sites
are quality locations which can well
meet WHS requirements now and far
into the future.”
The letter goes into great detail
about why the city supported the
Mark Center as a site. The letter was
signed by the city manager and copied the mayor and entire council. The
Mark Center was selected as the site in
September 2008.
Donley was not yet back on council
when the letter was signed. However,
when he assumed office, he took steps
to support the Mark Center and make
sure it got built. For example, when
Donley, Euille and Allison Silberberg
were campaigning in the Democratic
primary in 2015 for the mayoral nomination, the city’s decisions regarding
the BRAC building were a hot topic of discussion. At a debate, Donley

attacked Euille for supporting BRAC
133. As recorded by the Alexandria
Gazette on April 30, 2015:
“Donley criticized the density of
the building and the lack of transit
infrastructure to support the facility’s
6,400 work force. However, Euille noted that Donley was on the city council
at the time and voted in favor of the
added density. Donley acknowledged
his vote in the favor of the development, but said the project did not proceed the way city council was told it
would.”
In 2011, the DoD Inspector General prepared detailed reports on site
selection and transportation management. The DoD IG verified that the
city did all it could to pursue the BRAC
building at Mark Center after Donley
assumed office.
For example, the DoD IG stated
that “City officials, though well aware
of the existing congestion conditions
and the potential future impacts to
I-395 and other primary arterials, had
approved the proposed zoning and
development . . . It should be noted
that the City issued a Development
Special Use Permit for the density of
development and traffic projections of
the BRAC 133 Project…” “the City of
Alexandria has already issued permits
and approvals for the development of
over [sic] 4 million gross square feet
of additional space in the city’s west
end.” All this occurred, according to
the IG, after Donley assumed office,
and as noted above, Donley admitted
he voted in support of these measures.
The records show that Goff’s sentence fairly and correctly stated a
fact, not an opinion. Donley was campaigning to return to council when
the site was announced. I could not
locate any expression of support or
opposition from him between then
and his re-election in 2009. After assuming office, he voted in support of
the Mark Center site, and also worked
hard to mitigate the traffic catastrophe that we are now experiencing.  
-Frank Putzu,
Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Filling in the Blanks
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Students must come first
This spring, Alexandria City Pub- that believes in them regardless of
lic Schools administrators will begin their family circumstances, race, soto look at our priorities for the next cioeconomic background, gender, ZIP
five years. Our current strategic plan code, learning ability or first spoken
was adopted four years ago and in language.
2020 the school board will be asked to
These students will be leading the
adopt a new five-year strategic plan.
world tomorrow.
No doubt there will be much disAs adults, it is important that we
cussion during this process about our continue to lead by example. Our
educational priorities and what we young people are watching us each
want to accomplish between 2020 and day for guidance and modeling of
2025. We will be reaching
good citizenship.
out to the community to
As we begin to recruit
hear about your priorities
new ACPS employees for
and involve you. Developthe next school year, it
ing a successful strategic
is our duty to our young
plan takes community inpeople to recruit staff who
volvement, as our schools
demonstrate VIP: vision,
are your schools, too.
integrity and passion. Our
We are certain of one
students deserve teachers,
thing: students are the
support staff and adminDR. GREGORY
heart of everything we do.
HUTCHINGS, ED.D. istrators who believe that
They are our number one
every child has a right to
priority. It is students we are educat- be engaged in a high-quality educaing, nurturing and growing into re- tion every single day they enter our
sponsible young adults – and inspir- schools.
ing to become global citizens and the
We have one shot at educating
future generation of world leaders. the next generation and at helping
They are the reason ACPS exists and them develop the skills they need
they are the purpose of our work.
to navigate the world. We must not
Our mission in ACPS is to see ev- take this responsibility as educators
ery student succeed, and there is no lightly. In ACPS, we unapologetically
doubt we have made progress in this require a standard of excellence for
mission. But it is equally clear that all employees, students and families
much more progress is needed, and to ensure that our mission comes to
that it will take the efforts of an en- fruition.
tire community pulling together to
Our families trust us each day
provide all students a high-quality with their children. That is a huge
education in ACPS.
responsibility that we should not
It is our responsibility as edu- take lightly. To ensure success, we
cators to ensure our students are must meet every child where they
engaged in lessons each day in our are, not necessarily where we want
classrooms, have a safe learning them to be. Keeping our eye on the
environment that allows them to prize is doing everything within our
explore new opportunities, interact power to encourage, educate, emwith friendly adults who genuinely power and advocate for our young
care about our students’ well-being, people in ACPS.
attend schools that are well-mainSuccess is the only option in ACPS.
tained and welcoming, receive edu- No matter what other priorities we
cational resources to enhance their have going forward, our young people
learning experiences and can engage will always be the center of our work,
in multiple pathways to obtain a T.C. decision making and mission.
Williams diploma.
The writer is superintendent of
It is also our responsibility to enAlexandria City Public Schools.
sure they experience a community
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City should challenge federal overreach
To the editor:
The issue of the halal slaughterhouse was a
real test of how committed
city hall is to the previous
city council’s Nov. 19, 2016
“statement on inclusiveness” – which in past letters
I’ve characterized as a “Pollyanna policy.” Those who
cheered this resolution’s
adoption should understand that being welcoming in the sense the resolution intends, versus being
even-handed and neutral,
sometimes might require
sacrifice on others’ part to
be truly welcoming, even
if that sacrifice literally
stinks.
But I do have an issue
with relying on the 2000
federal “Religious Land Use
and Institutionalized Persons Act” which requires
cities that accept federal
funds to give greater deference in their zoning and
land use decisions to matters impacting freedom of
worship. This federal requirement has not yet been
tested in court: The Supreme Court struck down

Congress’ previous attempt
at this sort of meddling
in local matters, and legal
scholars are divided over
whether this one would
withstand judicial review.
While Alexandria could
have been the place responsible for striking down this
constitutionally
dubious
law, which privileges religion over other public uses
seemingly contrary to the
Supreme Court’s finding
that the incidental effect of
a generally applicable and
otherwise valid provision
which burdens a religious
practice is not a violation of
freedom of religion.
Were city hall to rely on
the “Religious Land Use and
Institutionalized Persons
Act” to approve an otherwise inappropriate special
use permit, its rationale
would be closer than it cares
to concede to Masterpiece
Cakeshop’s insistence that
the owner be exempted
from overall civil rights law
to accommodate his religious beliefs in his conduct
of commerce by allowing
him to refuse to decorate

wedding cakes for same-sex
marriages.
Nor does city hall’s hesitance to challenge potential federal overreach stop
there. City hall is implementing the Federal Communications Commission’s
mandate to give cell phone
companies carte blanche to
install small cell facilities
on light and power poles on
our streets.
FCC chairman Ajit Pai
nixed net neutrality in an
avalanche of “free market”
platitudes, but issued federal pre-emption regulations
treating cell phone companies not as a free market,
but as utilities with carte
blanche to put facilities on
local streets like Dominion
and other utilities. Local
governments are not even
allowed to demand electromagnetic radiation readings
for cell facilities on light and
power poles a few feet from
folks’ bedroom windows.
But, instead of challenging
this federal overreach, city
hall acquiesces to it.
-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Thoughtless bureaucrats need oversight
To the editor:
The city is putting up new
parking direction signs in
Old Town. Have you seen the
new one on Queen Street? If
not, that is possibly because
they put it behind a tree. Not
behind the leaves, but behind
a four-foot tree trunk.
Well, it’s only behind a
tree if you are stopped at the
stop sign. If you are midway
down the block and at the
elevation of a London double-decker bus it’s OK. So,
this is what the traffic geniuses at city hall want. People at their maximum speed
in mid-block to look up and

away from traffic and pedestrians.
Of course, I was surprised
to find the 3-by-5-foot sign
towering 15 feet above street
level in front of my house
on a 100 percent residential
block. So were my neighbors.
To date no neighbor recalls
being told of this billboard’s
arrival by our thoughtless
city bureaucrats.
Is this sign going to help
direct people to parking? No.
I would be in favor of that,
but you will not notice this
sign unless you live on the
block. I notice it, because it
partially obscures the views

from windows in my house.
This billboard reduces the
value of every house on the
block.
The sign on one side gives
directions. On the other – it’s
blank. Yep, a blank billboard
is just what Old Town needed. I can’t decide whether to
convert this monument to
thoughtless bureaucracy to
a basketball hoop or post my
own ideas for where the city
can go.
City council needs to exercise meaningful oversight
of careless city bureaucrats.
-Dan Hazelwood,
Alexandria

Religion no factor in
slaughterhouse opposition
To the editor:
City Councilor Del Pepper’s remark about the Halal
poultry butchery, that “we
need to share with our Muslim friends and neighbors
that we welcome them in this
community,” is mystifying
to me and insulting to those
who opposed the slaughterhouse on Colvin Street.
I’ve lived here more than
30 years. During all that time
I have never seen any woman
wearing any clothing identifiable as Muslim be harassed
or disrespected in any way
in any public place in Alexandria, nor any man either,
although they’re less easily
identifiable. I’ve never asked
anyone if that person was
Muslim, just as I never ask
the religion of anyone I know.
I’ve never heard anyone else
ask that question either.
Sometimes on Friday afternoon I see worshippers
coming and going from a
Christian Church near the
corner of Janneys and Quaker lanes. Obviously they are
there because they answered
the Muslim call to prayer
and the church has afforded
them space to worship. Other
churches in other neighborhoods may do the same. I just
haven’t observed them.
There may be some in the
city who hate people who are
different; evidently some
sent e-mails to council. You
don’t even have to live in Alexandria to do that. None of
them showed their faces at
the public hearing on this
issue. I observed the public testimony because I was
waiting for hearings on other
docket items.
All those who spoke
against
approving
the
slaughterhouse spoke about
the competing uses that
would be affected such as

dog care establishments and
I believe also a commercial
bakery. No one criticized any
religion or mentioned religion as a reason to oppose
the permit.
Yet when the public testimony was closed, Councilor
Mo Seifeldein immediately
began speaking at length
saying that opposition was
based on religious prejudice.
I voted for him at the last
election. I support diversity and I thought it would be
good to have a lawyer on the
council. Since Seifeldein is a
lawyer, I expected him to listen carefully to all public testimony and make reasoned,
responsive arguments if he
disagreed.
Vice Mayor Elizabeth
Bennett-Parker, when she
spoke in opposition before
the vote, correctly identified
this matter as a land use issue and Councilor Amy Jackson expressed justified concerns about increased traffic.
The vice mayor had made site
visits to similar slaughter establishments as far away as
Philadelphia. She observed
strong noxious odors at some
sites.
The council majority
countered that the windowless slaughterhouse will
have a good ventilating system. I’m sure it will. The
ventilator will make things
comfortable for the workers
and living chickens. It will
collect the smelly stale air
and blow it out of the building. The outside ventilator
for my clothes dryer collects
damp air and blows it outside. The clean laundry smell
is not nearly as pungent as
the smells from a slaughter
house, but they are clearly
detectable in the yard.
-Katy Cannady,
Alexandria
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Phrenology at Lyceum Hall
The Lyceum Company,
founded in 1838 to promote
education in Alexandria,
partnered with the Library
Company to build Lyceum
Hall in 1839. Lyceum Hall,
now the Alexandria History Museum at The Lyceum,
hosted lectures, debates,
concerts, meetings, displays
and demonstrations until
1868, when it was purchased
and converted into a private
home.
Science was a popular topic for lectures and
demonstrations – sometimes valid science and
sometimes fields of pseudoscience like phrenology,
the study of the shape of
people’s heads to determine
their character and prospects in life.
A recent review of digitized editions of The Alexandria Gazette reveals 19
separate lectures, debates
or demonstrations related
at least in part to phrenology that happened at Lyceum
Hall between 1840 and 1854.
Additionally, the Lyceum
Company’s first debate, held
in Mechanics Hall as they had
yet to build Lyceum Hall, addressed the question, “Is the
science of Phrenology calculated to have a beneficial
effect upon Society?” A little

COURTESY/ OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

Nelson Sizer illustrated in “Sizer, Nelson, Forty Years in Phrenology; Embracing Recollections
of History, Anecdote, and Experience, New York: Fowler & Wells.,
Publishers, 1888.”

over a year later, in Lyceum
Hall proper, they wondered,
“Is Phrenology (as explained
by Combe and Spursheim)
calculated to have a beneficial effect on Society?”
That
same
evening,
March 30, 1841, the debate
followed a lecture by former President John Quincy
Adams, who spoke about
civilization. The newspaper
accounts of his lecture do
not record if Adams shared
his thoughts on phrenology
during the debate, but in a
letter published in the Alexandria Gazette on June 25,
1839, he wrote of phrenol-

ogy, “I have classed it with
alchymy [sic], with judicial
astrology, with augury [an
ancient form of fortune telling], - and, as Cicero says,
that he wonders how two
Roman augurs could ever
look each other in the face
without laughing, I have
felt something of the same
surprise, that two learned
phrenologists can meet with
out the like temptation.” If
Adams joined the debate, he
almost certainly weighed in
against phrenology.
Earlier that same March,
Pishey Thompson, Esq. lectured on “The Moral and
Metaphysical results and
tendencies of Phrenology.”
Amid these academic lectures and debates on phrenology, Messrs. Buell and
Sizer offered a free course
in phrenology on March 25,
1841. They promised “experiments will be made at
the close of the lecture” – in
other words, they would give
readings of people’s heads.
Phineas T. Buell and Nelson Sizer offered another free
lecture on April 7 addressing
the harmony between phrenology and revealed religion.
They passed a hat for donations afterward. The two free
lectures had been offered to
drum up interest in a course

Denise Dunbar
Publisher & Editor
ddunbar@alextimes.com

of paid lectures that began
on April 9. On May 29 they
lectured on “Courtship and
Marriage” – a popular topic for phrenologists. In 1843
Buell and Sizer published “A
Guide to Phrenology,” which
was intended to share the
philosophies of phrenology in an easy to understand
tome – or as they put it, “the
authors have aimed at perspicuity and utility.” Sizer
went on to work for the most
famous phrenologists of the
day – Fowler and Wells Company in New York City – and
recorded that he conducted
more than 300,000 individual readings of heads in his
career.
Phrenology also had its
detractors. In 1842 and 1845,
comedian Dr. Valentine offered “Droll Doings and Diversions” at Lyceum Hall. He
played many different stock
characters, but the ads for
1845 performances show
him as “Amaniah Trotabout,
the Yankee Phrenologist.”
While he likely portrayed a
variety of characters in his
Alexandria shows, as Trotabout, Valentine skewered
phrenology by doing comic
readings of prop heads made
of wood and papier-mâché.
SEE ATTIC
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Weekly Poll
Last Week

This Week

How do you plan to participate in Spring2ACTion,
Alexandria’s annual day of giving?
57% - I don’t plan to participate.
21% - I plan to donate to a nonprofit or cause.
9% - I am helping fundraise for my nonprofit or cause.
9% - I plan to participate in multiple ways.
4% - I plan to support a local business that is giving
back to the community.

Do you agree with the school board’s
decision to approve the Patrick Henry
School swing space plan?
A) Yes, Douglas MacArthur students need a
swing space, and the Patrick Henry site makes
sense.
B) No, it’s not fair for the Patrick Henry
community.
C) I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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the Department of Transportation and Environmental
Services, said staff was in the
early stages of researching
whether selling the hydrants
would make sense.
“Virginia American Water
has other customers where it
maintains their hydrants,”
Lambert said. “If we can arrive at a deal that we think
makes sense for our customers, and which makes sense
in terms of the rates, that’s
certainly something I think
we would consider.”
Several councilors said
they were against selling the

Website Design
& Development
Hosting
& Maintenance
IRON CODE #46

Online
Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
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Finally, some of the lectures and demonstrations
explored elements of phrenology amid other topics. In
1843, a Mr. Johnson lectured
on “Animal Magnetism and
Phreno-Magnetism”
and
William R. Massey lectured
similarly on “Phreno Magnetism.” In 1846 Dr. Ellis,
“the Chinese Phreno-Physi-

hydrants.
“I don’t like handing out
public assets to private companies that are not really
fully in the interest of serving the public,” Councilor
Mo Seifeldein said. “Because
they do have shareholders
and they need to make money and I think that may impact the residents.”
Chapman said he would
be hesitant about selling the
hydrants in light of the rate
increases.
“I don’t know if it’s something we need to really look
to discuss with them in the
near term, especially as
we don’t really feel that we

align with where they are
on rates,” Chapman said.
“I think, as the presentation shows, they’re basically
showing a little bias to us as
it relates to the overall rate.”
The proposed rate increases are slated to be implemented on an interim
basis beginning May 1. After
council’s vote, staff will work
to push back on the proposal.
“I hope staff has heard
loud and clear that there are
not happy people when it
comes to selling our fire hydrants, among other things,”
Pepper, who made the motion, said.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

ognomist” lectured on “The
Temperaments, Cerebral Organs, and Character;” gave a
“Grand Lecture on Courtship
and Marriage,” and concluded with a “Grand Examination Lecture,” which included a “Public Examination
of Heads and Characters.”
He promised more than 100
readings.
In 1853, Dr. Marshall
Bayless offered a course of

three “Phrenological Lectures.” But after 1853, phrenology lectures and programs stopped appearing at
Lyceum Hall. They continued, however, at other locations, including Sarepta Hall
and Stewart’s Hall on King
Street.
Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

THANK YOU
2019 National Volunteer Week
We celebrate the dedication of our SMP volunteers who educate in their
communities on how to prevent, detect and report Medicare fraud.
We thank Chester Freedenthal for his service.
Report Medicare fraud and learn about volunteer
opportunities at 1-800-938-8885

a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

This ad was partially funded by a grant from the U.S. Administration for Community Living. Grant #90MPPG0008
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES

BETTY S. BEYEA (82), of Alexandria, March 30, 2019
MARILYN M. DAVIS (72), of Alexandria, April 2, 2019
MARGIE M. DELOZIER (89), of Alexandria,
April 2, 2019
SHANON DYESS (46), formerly of Alexandria,
March 29, 2019
DORIS J. LEISNER (88), of Alexandria, March 30, 2019
HILDEGARD B. MCINTYRE (95), of Alexandria,

March 28, 2019

MARY RADER (99), formerly of Alexandria,
March 31, 2019
ESTHER T. RONAN (96), of Alexandria, April 5, 2019
ZANE R. SAMPSON (80), of Alexandria, April 5, 2019
LORRAINE G. SIMMS (94), formerly of Alexandria,
March 25, 2019
FRANK V. SUBALUSKY (87), of Alexandria,

April 3, 2019

WHORLED SERIES by Peter Koetters, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1.Aorta and others
9. Any family member
17. Norm (Abbr.)
20. Bungled
21. Cadillac Ranch’s home
22. Hardship
23. Result of thiamine deficiency
24. Flourish on a bakery item
26. Gas burner stats
27. Thumbs-down votes
29. Appear that way
30. Intelligence-seeking plants?
32. Raggedy dolls
33. Patty ___
37. Arafat of the PLO
38. Some have felt tips
39. Puff pastry cheese
40. They may send medical records
42. Spot in the cast
43. Wolfed down
44. Historic French river
45. “This is fabulous!”
47. St. Augustine’s place, for short
48. Hands-on EMS technique
49. Sad poem
50. Belt-driven cooler
52. Antidiscriminatory letters
53. Lists of candidates
55. Not-to-be-missed
56. Jacuzzi spurter
57. Ancient Greek historian
59. Gridiron opportunities

63. Solemnly swear
65. Sugar meas.
66. So far
67. TV brand that’s also a record label
70. Espresso unit
71. Actress Streep
73. Space objects in belts
76. Radio host Glass
77. Pocket book?
81. Sonnet part
82. Kylo ___ (“Star Wars” character)
83. Reason for sirens in Kansas
87. Early TV’s Milton
88. Chap
89. Yoko in “Isle of Dogs”
90. It has a pair of scales
91. Vowel-shaped fastener
92. Chi follower
93. Flame, for Tinder
95. One in distress
96. “Death and Fire” artist Paul
97. Cel mate?
98. “___ a gun!”
100. New Mexico art colony
101. Drudge
102. Hyena predators
103. Homework helpers
105. George of “MacGyver”
106. “The Clan of the Cave Bear”
author Jean
107. The Milky Way, for one
112. Late-breaking fastball
116. Like yellow newspapers

117. Sank, as a short putt
118. Dash indicator
119. Michelle Obama, ___ Robinson
120. Enterprise time unit
121. Player of an opening song?
DOWN
1. Squadron site, briefly
2. Caviar
3. Wind farm revolver
4. Creme de la creme groups
5. Picture puzzle
6. Foreboding day
7. It’s north of Afr.
8. Toy that eventually falls
9. Drag contests?
10. Large flightless birds
11. Drink like a kitten
12. Fly ball’s path
13. ___ Maria liqueur
14. Sort
15. Corrida accolades
16. Too curious (var.)
17. Leaves, mermaid-style
18. Fajita base
19. “Back to the Future” car
25. Sign of use
28. Like the jack of spades
30. Michael Jordan/Bugs Bunny film
31. Personal gripe
32. Overdue debts
33. Musher’s team, perhaps
34. Torah book

Solutions from last week

HENRY T. WHITE (56), of Alexandria, March 31, 2019

35. Many jeans
36. Act the doctor
39. “Swan Lake,” for one
40. December car topper
41. Rides the bench
44. Screen door material
46. Pigeon-___
51. Olds-fashioned cars
54. Chinese restaurant bottles
58. Offensive word in 1968?
60. Relaxing soak site
61. “Just because”
62. Movie doubles
64. MGM Grand competitor
67. Its petals are often red
68. French automaker
69. Nutrition author Davis
72. “Stay (I Missed You)” singer Lisa
73. “The Tempest” king
74. Sharply criticized
75. Editor’s “Leave it in”
78. ___ the Impaler

79. Dazzling success
80. Andean beast
83. Saddles with
84. Separate, as train cars
85. 12 p.m., poetically
86. Dover’s state (Abbr.)
94. Koh-i-___ diamond
97. Dress shirt pin
99. Greek life groups, informally
101. Liam of One Direction
102. Mario’s brother
104. Venetian blind part
105. Sign often lit in red
106. “___ Well That Ends Well”
108. A 4.0 is a great one
109. Car financing letters
110. Ushered
111. Toothpaste-certifying org.
113. More, in music
114. It may need a boost after a
bruise
115. Tyrannosaurus ___
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Classifieds

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise
your upcoming auctions statewide or in other states. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audiences.
Call this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net
SHORING EQUIPMENT ONLINE
AUCTION. Concrete Forms,
Lumber, Scaffolding Fittings,
Safety Equipment & More! Sun,
April 14 at 5 a.m. – Tues. April
16 at 11 a.m. www.motleys.com
| 1-877-MOTLEYS

COIN SHOW
CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN, CURRENCY & STAMP SHOW. Free
Admission! Elks Lodge #389.
389 Elk Drive Charlottesville,
VA. Saturday, April 13th. 9am5pm. Contact Jackie Dean (540)
832-0024, Debomb14@aol.com.
www.monticellocoinclub.org.

CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get
FAA approved hands on Aviation
training. Financial aid for qual-

ified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance SCHEV
certified 877-204- 4130

GARAGE SALE
GARAGE SALE: Fredericksburg,
VA. HUGE Indoor Garage Sale
April 13-14, Fredericksburg Expo
Center. 200 Sellers under one
roof. Admission $4 April 13:
9am-5pm and April 14: 10am3pm. www.everythingbutthegarage.com

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS
LIVE FISH FOR PONDS-Lakes.
Plants, Lilies, 32 Species
Available. Free Catalog. Delivery
or Pick-Up. Zetts Fish Hatchery,
878 Hatchery Road, Inwood, WV
25428 (304) 229-3654

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or statewide. Print and Digital Solutions
that get results! Call Landon
Clark at Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

NEED CDL DRIVERS? Advertise
your JOB OPENINGS statewide or
in other states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions to reach
truck drivers. Call Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

WATERFRONT HOME IN
GLOUCESTER, VA. Impeccable
construction & amazing views! 9
BDRM, 8.5 BA, pier with 2 boat
lifts, 18+ AC. For info call Henry
Schechter at (804) 655-2423 or
visit motleys.com/masterpiece.

LIVESTOCK SALE

SERVICES

THE VIRGINIA BEEF EXPO is
April 17-20, 2019, at Rockingham Co. Fairgrounds. Enjoy Cattle Sales, Industry Trade Show
& Youth Events. Learn more at
www.vabeefexpo.com

ABC NOTICE

DIVORCE–Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. No court
appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757490-0126 Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.’’’

LEGAL NOTICES

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority • www.abc.virginia.gov • 2901 Hermitage Road • Richmond, VA 23220 • (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)
PUBLISHING NOTICE
Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):]

Oak Alexandria LLC

________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Trading as:

Oak Steakhouse
____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

530 First Street and 901 North Saint Asaph Street

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade)

Alexandria

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town)

22314-1510

______________________________________________________

Virginia
____________

____________

(county)

(state)

(zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

Wine and Beer On and Off Premises/Mixed Beverage

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

Stephen D. Palmer

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Member

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov
or 800-552-3200.

805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please

refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Retail License Application, page 11

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
NUMBER 190304
The Alexandria City School
Board dba Alexandria City Public
Schools is seeking proposals from
qualified offerors on K-5 Mathematics with a vetted collection
of supplemental resources that
will be combined to create the
core math tools that will guide
teaching and learning in our
classroom. Product will be delivered to: 602 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria, VA 22304.
All questions must be submitted
via email, with the notation,
“RFP 190304, K-5 Mathematics”
on or before C.O.B. on April 11,
2019. If necessary, an addendum
will be issued and posted to the
ACPS Vendor Self Service site.
Electronic quotes shall be received in ACPS’ Vendor Self-Service System on or before 3:00
p.m. April 26, 2019. The time of

receipt shall be determined by the
system time stamp in the Vendor
Self-Service System. Mailed paper
quotes shall not be accepted.
RFP documents may be obtained
at the above Procurement Office
or by calling 703-619-8061, or by
downloading the RFP from the
ACPS website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. Registration or Login in the Vendor
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is
required.
Angela Queen
Buyer

PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL PUBLIC NOTICE ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT
FEDERAL PUBLIC NOTICE:
The United States Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) Norfolk
District Commander has received
a joint application for Federal and
State permits as described below:
APPLICANT:
City of Alexandria
301 King Street, Suite 3200
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
WATERWAY AND LOCATION
OF THE PROPOSED WORK:
The project site is located east
of the existing Metrorail tracks,
approximately midway between
the Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport and Braddock
Road Stations. The area proposed
for the station is bordered by the
George Washington Memorial
Parkway (GWMP) to the east and
active CSX tracks and Potomac
Avenue to the west. The site is
located north of the Potomac
Greens neighborhood and east
of the Potomac Yard Shopping
Center in the City of Alexandria,
Virginia.
PROPOSED WORK AND
PURPOSE: The applicant
proposes the construction of the
Potomac Yard Metrorail Station,
a new metrorail station along
the Blue and Yellow lines in the
vicinity of the Potomac Yard.
The proposed improvements and
construction area are comprised
of ±17 acres. The project consists
of grading and filling for the
construction of the station and
associated infrastructure (new
and re-aligned tracks, pedestrian/
bicycle facilities, entrance
pavilions, access/emergency road,
and stormwater management).

The purpose of this project is to
improve and maximize local and
regional transit accessibility to
and from the Potomac Yard area
along the U.S. Route 1 corridor
for current and future residents,
employees, and businesses in
support of currently proposed and
anticipated development in the
area over the next several decades,
consistent with the adopted North
Potomac Yard Small Area Plan.
The proposed project would
temporarily and permanently
impact 3.57 acres of jurisdictional
wetlands. Permanent impacts are
to 0.92 acres of palustrine forested
wetland (PFO) and 0.64 acre of
palustrine emergent wetlands
(PEM). Temporary impacts are to
1.10 acres of PFO wetland and 0.91
acres of PEM wetland.
Compensatory mitigation will be
provided for permanent wetland
impacts through the purchase of
wetland credits from a Corpsapproved wetland mitigation
bank. Temporary wetland impacts
will be restored through an
approved wetland restoration
plan.
The project was previously public
noticed on February 9, 2018. This
is a modified version of the public
notice. The overall permanent and
temporary impacts to wetlands
have been reduced.
Additional information about the
project, including the revised Joint
Permit Application (JPA) can be
found at the following links:
www.nao.usace.army.mil/
PotomacYardMetro/
www.alexandriava.gov/
potomacyardmetro
webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/
public/habitat/additionaldocs.
php?id=20190170
In addition to the required
Department of the Army permit,
the applicant must obtain a
Virginia Water Protection
Permit/401 certification from
the Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality
assuring that applicable laws and
regulations pertaining to water
quality are not violated and a
permit from the local wetlands
board.
The full USACE Public Notice
can be found at www.nao.usace.
army.mil/Media/Public-Notices/
Article/1806450/nao-2012-02012/.
SEE CLASSIFIEDS
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HOW TO COMMENT: USACE
accepts comments by email or in
writing only. All comments must be
received by the close of business on
Monday, May 6, 2019.
Comments must be submitted to:
Ms. Theresita Crockett-Augustine
theresita.m.crockett-augustine@
usace.army.mil
OR
Norfolk District, Corps of
Engineers (ATTN: CENAO-WR-R)
18139 Triangle Shopping Center,
Suite 213
Dumfries, Virginia 22026
HOW TO REQUEST A PUBLIC
HEARING: Anyone may request
a public hearing to consider this
permit application by writing to
the District Commander within
30 days of the date of this notice,
stating specific reasons for holding
the public hearing. The District
Commander will then decide if a
hearing should be held.
Questions about this project or the
permit process should be directed to
Ms. Crockett-Augustine by email or
at 757-201-7194. Official comments
will not be accepted over the phone.
PRIVACY STATEMENT:
Comments and information,
including the identity of the
submitter, submitted in response to
this Public Notice may be disclosed,
reproduced, and distributed at the
discretion of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. Information that is
submitted in connection with this
Public Notice cannot be maintained
as confidential by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Submissions
should not include any information
that the submitter seeks to preserve
as confidential.
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Obituaries

Jerry Huebel dies at 87

Betty Sue Beyea dies at 82

Jerry Huebel, longtime
resident of Old Town, died
Nov. 26, 2018 at age 87. He
is survived by his sister
Kris Geddis, sons Tim, Rob
and Scott and four grandchildren Amelia, Jared,
Dutch and Holden. A memorial is planned for April
13 at the Morrison House
Hotel in Alexandria at 5
p.m. All friends and neighbors are welcome.
Jerry grew up in Highland Park, Illinois and
was a 1954 graduate of
the University of Maryland. At Maryland, he was
a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon Fraternity and Air
Force ROTC Det 330. Upon
graduation, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Air Force and
attended pilot training in
Marana, Arizona and Laredo, Texas. He went on to fly
the F-86 Sabre in the San
Francisco area, where he
met his wife, Lisa. He later
completed his 20 years of
service in the Marine Corps
Reserve at Andrews Air
Force Base, where he flew
the F-8 Crusader.
Jerry enjoyed a near
30-year career as a pilot
for Eastern Airlines based
out of Reagan National
Airport. He was a favorite

Betty Sue Beyea, of Alexandria, ended her earthly
sojourn and entered heaven's
glory on March 30. She was
82.
She was the beloved wife
of Brigadier General (retired)
Richard S. Beyea Jr.; loving
mother of Chaplain, Lieutenant Colonel Richard S.
Beyea III and his wife Renee;
and dear grandmother of
Richard S. Beyea IV (12) and
Reuben J. Beyea (4). She is
survived by her brother David Blakley, sister Kimberly
Russell and their spouses as
well as four nieces and nephews and their families.
Betty was born to Reverend (Chaplain, Colonel)
Harold F. Blakley and the former Bertha Catron on Nov.
17, 1936 in Boston, Massachusetts. She was raised in
California, graduated from
College of the Pacific in 1959,
married in 1960 and taught
elementary school until 1970.
As an Air Force spouse,
she lived in England, Thailand and Japan, where she

among his fellow pilots
and flight attendants and
was known for his sense of
humor and charm. He was
great with passengers and
especially talented at putting nervous flyers at ease.
Jerry enjoyed amateur
careers in coaching youth
soccer and building tree
forts for his kids. He enjoyed playing softball and
golf after retirement and
was often spotted at the Alexandria YMCA. He loved
horses and petting other
people’s dogs around Old
Town. He was fond of Willie Nelson and Jack Daniels.
He was a romantic about
cowboys, the West and
all things Native American. He was thoughtful
in debate and enjoyed the
challenge of solving problems, usually followed by
an impromptu nap.
He was most proud of
his three sons and of being a fighter pilot. If you’d
asked him about either,
he’d tell you all about it.
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was instrumental in aiding
Thai and Cambodian refugees. Betty continued to fulfill her passion for helping
people through her career as
an award-winning real estate
agent and, more recently,
through sharing her favorite
book "Imagine Heaven" by
John Burke and helping people find their eternal home
with Jesus.
A "Celebration of Life"
service will take place at The
Old Post Chapel, Fort Myer,
Virginia, followed by interment at Arlington National
Cemetery. Date and time remain to be announced.
In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
may be made in memory
of Betty Beyea to Cru Military
missionaries,
who
minister to Air Force Academy cadets, military personnel and their families.
Give online at https://give.
cru.org/0906216. To send a
check, call 210-842-3795 or
email
bryan.runkle@crumilitary.org for instructions.

www.beatsonlaw.com

AUCTION

Thur, Apr.25, 12:30PM • Residence Inn, Lynchburg, VA
Campbell Co. VA

246 Acre Working Farm
100ac Pasture, 115ac Cropland, 2 Ponds, Creek, 3BR Home
5500 Mollies Creek Rd, Gladys, VA

Details at TRFAuctions.com

VAAF501

434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com
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it’s all in the fine details.

Journey along the Potomac River South of Old Town Alexandria and you will find idyllic neighborhoods
featuring a full spectrum of architectural design and enhancements; and where huge lawns, flowering
gardens, boating, water sports, historical sites, trampolines, sport courts, great restaurants, golf, marinas,
shopping, tennis and biking are the norm and not the exception.
Celebrating 24 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

Janet Caterson Price
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