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Hutchings
proposes
custodian
plan
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

After months of public outcry, a plan is in the
works to address the 30
Alexandria City Public
Schools custodians who
could lose their jobs with
the passage of the fiscal
year 2020 budget.
Superintendent
Dr.
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.,
proposed the plan, which
involves salvaging 20 custodian positions and decreasing ACPS’ substitute
teaching funding, during
the May 9 school board
meeting.
Without the new plan,
ACPS’ FY2020 proposed
budget involves outsourcing the positions of 30
custodians with 20 years
of experience or less to
private contractors. At
the core of the issue is
the school board’s decade-long promise to establish an attrition plan
SEE SCHOOLS

Black
house renovation
advances
Council affirms BAR
decision on historic
Old Town property
PART 2 OF A SERIES

A one-mile
revolution
For riders, scooters are
more than just a fad
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

One mile. For drivers, it is a distance easily crossed. For runners, a mile is only the
start of a workout. For commuters, though,
that seemingly short distance can present
problems; it might be only a 20- to 25- minute walk, but a mile can make all the difference.
“There’s a lot of times where I need to go
somewhere between a mile and a mile and
a half [away],” Ethan McAfee, an Old Town
resident, said. “For me, my house to my office in Old Town is 1.2 miles, and historically your options would be, I’m either going to walk – and walking would take like
SEE SCOOTERS

STYLE

BY MISSY SCHROTT

The Hugo Black house
controversy came to a
peak in the crowded city
council chambers on Tuesday evening, when council
unanimously voted to allow the renovation project
to move forward.
Specifically,
council
voted to affirm the Board
of Architectural Review’s
SEE BLACK
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Tying the Knot

ACPS Superintendent
Greg Hutchings shares
his love story
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“Love’s Labor’s Lost”
features a dynamic cast
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At Ashby Ponds and Greenspring, we offer more
than just senior living—we offer stylish living!
Call 1-800-746-1459 for your free brochure
or to schedule a personal tour.

13342903

Would keep 20 positions in ACPS budget,
outsource 10

Times
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Your home.
Our mission.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand
between where you are and where you belong.
By partnering with knowledgeable agents and
intuitive technology, discover a modern real estate
experience in Virginia and beyond.

compass.com
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Volunteer Alexandria hosts annual Reiki Certifications
Community Service Day
Reiki Levels 1, 2
Volunteer Alexandria is
hosting its annual Spring
for Alexandria Community
Service Day in partnership
with the City of Alexandria,
on Friday beginning at 12:30
p.m., according to a news release.
Citizens and businesses
are encouraged to participate
in the day of service.
“Spring for Alexandria is
a fantastic opportunity for
both the City and the local

private sector to join together
to complete projects that benefit our shared community,”
Deputy City Manager Debra
Collins said in a statement.
On the day of service,
hundreds of volunteers come
together, both individually
and in teams, to complete
more than 20 service projects for nonprofits across
Alexandria, according to the
release.
These projects include

building vegetable gardens,
painting shelters and clubs
and sorting food at the local
food bank, according to the
release.
Every hour contributed
to Community Service Day
helps improve the lives of
people in Alexandria, according to the release.
Register today: www.
givegab.com/campaigns/VolAlex2019CSD
-hhimes@alextimes.com

and Reiki Master
Learn relaxing self-care
techniques and explore your
subtle energy system

Learn more:
703-776-0102
www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Coloring Del Ray
La Bella Strada,
Del Ray's annual
street painting festival, brightened
up Mount Vernon
Avenue on Saturday. Local artists
transformed the
sidewalks with
chalk murals to
raise money for
the Del Ray Montessori School.

~ Canine Health Care ~

Girls’ lacrosse rivals advance to
state semifinals
ing four overtimes ended
with B.I. defeating SSSAS
8-7 and taking home their
fourth VISAA title in five
years.
Both teams are on track
for another grand face off
after winning their leagues
and advancing to state
semifinals earlier this week.

He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s

B.I. took on Our Lady of
Good Counsel High School
at the WCAC championship
game at the University of
Maryland on Monday. After an 11-7 win, the Cardinals locked down the WCAC
championship title for the
SEE LACROSSE
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The varsity girls’ lacrosse teams at Bishop Ireton High School and St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
have advanced to the state
tournament.
The rivals have faced off
in the VISAA finals for the
past five years in a row. Last
year, an epic game featur-
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week
is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding
homes for pets and people, too.
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CREMATION GARDENS

IVY HILL CEMETERY

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying
IVYHILLCEMETERY.NET
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.
703.549.7413
Keeping Alexandria’s
heritage since 1856

2823 King Street, Alexandria
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fifth time in the last six
years.
SSSAS won the ISL championship 10-7 over Georgetown Visitation on Saturday. Since the ISL started
keeping records 22 years
ago, the Saints have lost in
the league tournament only
once, according to a Wash-

ington Post article.
On Tuesday, both teams
won in state quarterfinal
games, securing their spots
in the semifinals. B.I. won
16-10 over Paul VI Catholic High School, and SSSAS
won 14-7 over Episcopal
High School.
The SSSAS win marked
Coach Kathy Jenkins’ 800th
career win since she began

coaching in 1976.
Both teams will compete
in the VISAA semifinals
games at Highland School
on Friday, SSSAS at 3 p.m.
and B.I. at 5 p.m.
If both teams advance,
the rivals will face off in the
state championship game
for the sixth consecutive
year Saturday at 2:30 p.m.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

Birch trees for Silberberg
Three Heritage River
Birch trees
were planted in former
Mayor Allison Silberberg’s honor
at Oronoco
Bay Park on
April 30.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302 | 703.549.7413
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net | www.ivyhillcemetery.net

HOMEOWNERS!
Will your home need
some exterior TLC
this year?
Let us put our 32
years of experience
to work for you,
so you can focus on
doing something fun
instead!
Our summer
schedule is filling up
fast. Call us today
to schedule your
free estimate!

703-684-7702

techpainting.com

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

COURTESY PHOTO

CRIME

Alexandria man charged in
Woodbridge murder
An Alexandria man was
charged in the murder of a
Woodbridge, Virginia man
that took place in March,
according to a Prince William County incident report. The Alexandria man
was identified as Markus
Sean-Thurman Dean, 23.
The homicide occurred
on March 3 shortly before 1
a.m. A police investigation
found that Dean and the

victim, Daniel James Gilliam, 25, were in a parking
lot near Richmond Highway and Rippon Boulevard
in Woodbridge. The acquaintances engaged in an
argument that escalated,
resulting in Dean brandishing a firearm and shooting
Gilliam, according to the
report.
Dean fled the scene before being arrested the same

day and charged with aggravated malicious wounding. Gilliam was transported to a hospital, where he
succumbed to his injuries.
A grand jury found Dean
guilty of murder and use of
a firearm in commission of a
felony on May 6. He remains
incarcerated at the Prince
William-Manassas Regional
Adult Detention Center.
-mschrott@alextimes.com
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REX charges
70% less than
traditional agents.

REX is coming soon.
Traditional agents like fine print and big
commissions. Us, not so much. With REX you
pay just a 2% total fee to sell your home, not
the 6% agents typically charge.

Full-service. Lowest fee.
Game-changing technology.

REX’s agents are clear, concise and to the point…
A huge benefit was the fact that everyone talked
to each other to get things done. So we did really
well and saved so much through all of this…but
the people were really what got us through this.
Thank you REX team for all your help!
-The Bird Family,
Bought and Sold with REX

Qualify in minutes

savewithrex.com

©2019 Real Estate Exchange Inc. Minimum fees may apply. All rights reserved.
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Serious crimes decrease for fifth consecutive year
Part I offenses fall
by 1.7 percent
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Serious crime in Alexandria decreased 1.7 percent
in 2018, marking the fifth
year in a row that offenses
have gone down, the Alexandria Police Department announced on May 8.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation classifies these
serious crimes, which include
crimes against people, as
Part I crimes. These include
homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary,
larceny and auto theft.
There were 2,648 Part I
offenses recorded in Alexandria in 2018, down from
2,694 recorded in 2017, according to a news release.
While the overall trend
in Part I crime was down for
2018, only four of the seven
categories actually saw a decrease in offenses from 2017
to 2018. These were homicide,

robbery, burglary and larceny. There were four reported
homicides, down from six in
2017; 80 robberies, down from
103; 127 burglaries, down
from 167; and 2,073 larceny
offences, down from 2,094.
The three categories that
saw increases were rape, aggravated assault and auto
theft. There were 11 reported
rapes, up from nine in 2017;
151 aggravated assaults,
up from 137; and 202 auto
thefts, up from 178.
Police
Chief
Michael
Brown said the increase in
crimes related to domestic
violence was concerning.
“Aggravated assault continues to be an issue for the
city,” Brown said. “In many
of the cases, the victim and
the suspect know each other, many of them come out of
difficult domestic relationships … and that’s a tough
nut for us to crack, but we’re
going to make an effort to do
it with our friends from [the
Department of Community

CRIME CHANGE IN ALEXANDRIA
IN THE LAST TWO YEARS
Crime Type

2017

2018

Homicide

6

4

-2

-33.3%

Rape

9

11

2

22.2%

Robbery

103

80

-23

-22.3%

Aggravated
Assault

137

151

14

10.2%

Burglary

167

127

-40

-24%

Larceny

2,094

2,073

-21

-1%

178

202

24

13.5%

2,694

2,648

-46

-1.7%

Auto Theft
Total

and Human Services.]”
As for the increase in
auto thefts, Brown said a lot
of the cases were a result of
residents not locking their
cars or in some cases, leaving
their keys in the car.
“We would encourage all
residents in the city to make

INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A
FOSTER PARENT?

change % change

sure you lock your cars and
make sure you take all the
valuables out of your cars,”
Brown said.
The police department has
not released Part II crime data
for 2018 yet, though Brown
said it will be made public
soon. Part II crimes include
simple assaults, fraud, weapon violations and drug- and
alcohol-related offenses.
“We’ve had a significant decrease in the Part II
crime,” Brown said. “The
biggest one was the number

of drug and narcotic offenses that we’ve dealt with in
the city, and we had about
a 34 percent drop. Then, we
also saw a similar drop in the
number of driving under the
influence arrests. We think
that’s attributed to people
starting to use ride-share
and cabs and other forms of
transportation.”
In addition, Brown said
there was a 12 percent decrease in vandalism and destruction of personal property from 2017 to 2018.
Brown cautioned against
reading too much into the
year-over-year percentage
changes. Since Alexandria
generally has a low crime
rate, small fluctuations in
incidents can lead to larger
percentage changes, according to the news release.
“It’s a privilege to work
in the city with the fine police department that the city
has,” Brown said. “The men
and women here try to make
this city as safe as possible,
and these numbers are encouraging, and we hope that
they continue in the same direction, and we knock down
some of these increases that
we’ve seen over ’18.”
- mschrott@alextimes.com

We provide training and 24/7
support to our foster parents!
Anyone over 21 with a stable
income and room in their
home for a child can apply!

Princess

PENNY

Reach out to learn more!
703.817.9890
fcsvanow@gmail.com
www.fcsva.org
For Children’s Sake of Virginia is dedicated to
promoting positive environments for children and
families that develop trust, stability and independence.

This lovely young lady
wants to be your one
and only. She will treat
Come meet her on Saturday and
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For
more information contact King Street
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

you royally and be
your best friend for
life!
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PHAS E 3 NOW SE L L ING
THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA | 55+ ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITY | ALEXANDRIA, VA
Our last condominium at the Crest of Alexandria is now selling! The Crest of Alexandria is a thoughtfully planned 55+ active adult
lifestyle community, designed in elegant harmony with nature. “The Callan” features 4 levels of 1-2 bedroom condominiums,
with up to 1,658 sq. ft. and a secured parking garage on the lowest level.
Live the classic, convenient and dynamic life you’ve earned in this master-planned community featuring a 5,000 sq. ft.
community clubhouse with a yoga studio, gardens, an outdoor kitchen, paths and walking trails, pickleball courts and more!
This community is conveniently located within five miles of the Capital Beltway and close to all the modern conveniences you
have come to expect.

THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA

CONDOMINIUMS FROM
THE LOW $400s IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA

7900 Telegraph Road
Alexandria, VA 22315
703.268.1265

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR AFFORDABLE DWELLING UNITS THROUGH FAIRFAX COUNTY

Craftsmanship features may not be standard in all
communities. Information pertaining to incentives, elevations,
floorplans, availability and pricing are subject to change
without notice. Please contact your community manager for
details and the most up-to-date information.

703.268.1265 | CH RI STO P H ERCO MP A NI ES.CO M

8 | MAY 16, 2019
BLACK

ALEXANDRIA TIMES
FROM | 1

Feb. 6 decision to approve
partial demolition, additions and alterations at 619
S. Lee St. The Historic Alexandria Foundation, Inc. had
appealed the decision.
Over the past several months, the project has
attracted opposition from
several historic preservation organizations in Alexandria, including HAF, that
claim the proposed alterations to the home violate a
historic preservation easement on the property.
The home has an extensive history in Alexandria.
Built between 1798 and
1800, it has been owned
over the years by Black, a
former U.S. Supreme Court
justice; Edgar Snowden, a
former Alexandria mayor
and editor of the Alexandria
Gazette Packet; and Thomas Vowell, a prominent Alexandria merchant.
Owners Lori and Nigel
Morris bought the property
in 2013 and began planning
to renovate in 2017. Because
the property is located in

COURTESY PHOTO

619 S. Lee St. has been owned by former Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black, former Alexandria mayor
Edgar Snowden and Thomas Vowell, a prominent Alexandria merchant.

the Old and Historic District and has a historic easement, the Morrises have
had to comply with several
regulations and earn the
approval of various bod-

ies while putting together
plans for the project, which
involves demolishing pieces of the house, putting on
additions and restoring certain historic features.

HELPING MORE HOME BUYERS
The Federal Savings Bank gives you more access to competitive
mortgage rates and a full suite of mortgage options.

Mayor Justin Wilson,
who received a $1,000 campaign contribution from
Lori Morris during last
year’s election campaign,
participated in the discussion and vote after disclosing the contribution at the
beginning of Tuesday’s
meeting. While the donation was legal, Wilson repeatedly stated during the
mayoral campaign that he

has a personal policy of not
accepting
contributions
from those who bring business before council.
One of the major discussion points throughout
the process that culminated on Tuesday evening was
the different organizations’
roles in regulating specific
requirements.
The historic preservation easement on the property is held by the Virginia
Board of Historic Resources and administered by the
Department of Historic Resources, while the local BAR
administers the city’s zoning regulations.
Julie Langan, director of
the DHR, emphasized that
the DHR’s role in regulating
the project is separate from
local requirements.
“This can be confusing
for the public, because there
are two review processes
taking place concurrently.
One really has no relationship on the other,” Langan
said. “What a local ordinance might require, what a
local Board of Architectural
Review might require, what
local design guidelines a
community might have,
have nothing to do with
the Department of Historic Resources, so that’s a
SEE BLACK

Dog Walkers • Pet Sitters

Express Loan Approval
• Get your mortgage application fully underwritten up front
and receive a loan commitment from the bank. You’ll then be
quickly “clear to close” once you find the right home.
Down Payment Assistance
• Ask us about receiving down payment or closing assistance
and we can help identify the programs in your area that you
qualify for.
TFSB 100
• Let us help remove the barrier of down payment and help
make your dream of home ownership become reality.

CONTACT US!
William Christopher

Clay Greenway

Senior Vice President, NMLS# 298144
direct : (571) 279-6372

Senior Vice President, NMLS# 186838
direct : (571) 279-6373

320 King St, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314
Copyright 2019 © The Federal Savings Bank | Co. NMLS# 411500 | All Rights Reserved | TheFederalSavingsBank.com

JOIN
OUR
TEAM!
Apply online at
www.PassionatelyPets.com/About/Employment.php
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completely local process in
which we really don’t participate.”
Since city council’s role
was to hear an appeal of the
BAR decision on Tuesday
night, the guidelines it considered were separate from
the easement between the
property owners and the
DHR.
At the meeting, City Attorney Joanna Anderson
reaffirmed the division of
responsibilities.
“The Open Space Land
Act is a separate act from
the zoning ordinance,” Anderson said. “We have the
zoning ordinance and then
the Open Space Land Act
is another tool that allows
for historic preservation. …
Both codes apply here. This
property, like we’ve said,
has to comply with both of
these codes.
“Right now, your role is
only to decide whether it
complies with the zoning
ordinance standards,” Anderson said to council. “The
state will determine whether
it complies with the easement that they have and thus
the Open Space Land Act.”
The Morrises have been
working with the DHR
throughout the process to
ensure they obey the provisions of the easement,
according to their architect,
Lee Quill.
At this point in the process, the Morrises have
earned approval from the
DHR for their concept and
schematic submissions, according to their consultant,
Paige Pollard. Their last step
with the DHR will be to submit construction designs.
Despite the separate review processes, residents
and historic preservationists throughout the city
filled council chambers to
testify about the project,
several of them wearing
“#SaveJusticeBlackProperty” stickers. Because of an

administrative error, the
public hearing on the topic
had to be rescheduled from
April to the Tuesday meeting.
Several of the public
speakers testified about the
significance of the property, particularly that the
time Black occupied the
home was the primary period of historic significance.
“The case before you is
of statewide and national
importance,” HAF board
member John Thorpe Richards Jr. said. “It involves the
home and the historic setting of one of the titans of
American law and American
history, a man whose leadership changed the country
we live in dramatically for
the better.”
Several urged council
that a project like this sets
a precedent in Old Town.
Because the square footage
of the additions would exceed the square footage of
the demolitions, the project
would reduce the property’s
open space by 6 percent.
“It is the largest private
garden in Old Town,” Robert Montague, a spokesman
of the Northern Virginia
Conservation Council, said.
“… I just want to say to the
new members of the Alexandria City Council that
this is your chance to show
the community whether you
really support historic preservation in this city.”
An online petition has
circulated among opponents of the project, garnering 415 signatures as
of Wednesday morning.
The Times discloses that
co-owner Leslie Ariail, a
resident active in local historic preservation efforts,
signed this petition.
While the majority of the
speakers wanted the BAR’s
decision to be overturned,
some spoke in favor of the
renovation project.
“This design for this
property is the lightest
touch of any proposal I’ve

seen,” BAR member Robert
Adams said. “This was a
modest proposal. It was well
thought out. It was documented beyond anything
I had seen. … They didn’t
overreach.”
One of the facets of the
renovation that brought
about a lot of discussion

was a two-story curved wall
that connects the western
ell – an L-shaped structure
used to add on to existing
buildings – to the main
house. Quill said it was built
in the mid-to-late-1800s.
The wall abuts the main
building so closely that it’s
causing irreparable deterio-

ration, Quill said.
After the testimony of
almost 30 speakers, several
councilors cited the division of duties between local
bodies and the easement
holder as their reasoning
behind denying the appeal.
SEE BLACK

is proud to sponsor the inaugural
Old Two Festival of Speed & Style,
benefitting ACT for Alexandria —
and the Alexandria community!

Join us for happy hour, wine tasting, great food and fun.
The Sonoma Cellar back patio is open too!

The Old TOwn FesTival
OF

speed & sTyle
Sunday, May 19
10 am to 3 pm
The lower three blocks of King Street

RARE AND EXOTIC CARS • FASHION • LIVE MUSIC
Free admission
Over 40 participating Boutique
District vendors and shops

Proceeds benefit
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20 minutes, give or take –
[or] I would drive, which it
kind of seems silly to drive
a mile, but that’s kind of the
default.”
A 20-minute walk is nice
for some, but when time is
of the essence, that mile can
seem like a gaping chasm.
Recently, however, McAfee and others have found a
solution to their mile-long
problem.
“I started taking scooters,” McAfee said. “All of a
sudden you’re no longer hav-

ing to drive; you’re no longer having to find parking
spaces. That 20-minute walk
becomes an eight-minute
scooter ride.”
While a chorus of outrage
echoes across Alexandria
over the presence of e-scooters, many residents – mostly
younger commuters – have
flocked to the disruptive
technology for convenience
and accessibility. Others, including visitors, ride them
for enjoyment. Within four
months of the launch of the
city’s scooter pilot program
in December 2018, riders

Your short car ride can now
quickly become a short scooter
ride. That decreases the amount
of traffic, decreases the amount
of parking issues, decreases the
amount of car congestion.”
– Ethan McAfee,
Old Town resident

had taken more than 22,000
trips, according to the Department of Transportation
and Environmental Services.
For some, a simple joy-

Make
A Plan
Now!
MAKE A PLAN FOR METORAIL STATION CLOSURES!
This summer, Metrorail will suspend service to all Alexandria stations for platform
repairs. Plan for an additional 30 minutes of travel time, find alternative options, get
trip planning assistance and make a plan now to prepare for this closure.

Learn what you need to know, to get where you need to go.

alexandriava.gov/GOAlex

ride one sunny day quickly
evolved into a daily routine.
“That was kind of the
genesis of it. ‘Hey, that looks
fun; it will be interesting to
try once and get it under my
belt,’” Travis Niles, an Old
Town resident who works
in D.C., said. “… But then as
time progressed, it legitimately started affecting my
daily schedule.”
Niles, like a lot of commuters, travels to and from
the Metro every day. Before
scooters, he’d either drive
and face the challenge of
parking near the Metro, or
take DASH buses.
“[Scooters are] far more
predicable than DASH and
more nimble than a car,”
Niles said.
West End resident Chris
Sims relies on public transportation to get to his job in
Old Town since he doesn’t
own a car. The scooters have
become an extension of his
daily travel routine, he said.
“Usually I’ll take the bus
to the Metro station at King
Street Metro or Braddock
Metro and then take the
scooter somewhere I need to
go,” Sims said.
The ubiquity of the scooters, a quality that some residents have bemoaned, has
opened up travel for other
residents, especially commuters.
“What it’s doing is for
people who are using the
Metro, it’s providing that last
mile connectivity,” McAfee
said. “… Now with the scooters you can be 10 blocks, 20
blocks away and still consistently use the Metro without

having to walk half an hour
to get there.”
For these riders, scooters
are more than just a fad; they
are a convenient new mode
of transportation that can
remove the need for a car.
“They are a great and
green way to get around
town, and I know we use our
car less now that we’ve started using scooters,” resident
Katie Ray said in a Facebook
message.
“Your short car ride can
now quickly become a short
scooter ride,” McAfee said.
“That decreases the amount
of traffic, decreases the
amount of parking issues,
decreases the amount of car
congestion.”
While some riders are using the scooters for business,
just as many are using them
for pleasure. On sunny days,
the joyriders populate the
city’s streets, parks and, to
the concern of many pedestrians, sidewalks.
According to the city’s
memorandum of understanding that every scooter
company must sign, riders
must be 18 years or older and
cannot ride on sidewalks.
Several younger riders
said they enjoy the scooters because they offer an
easy way of getting around
Old Town without the need
to rely on their parents for
rides. Some scooter companies now require riders to
take a picture of driver’s licenses or other I.D. either
during the sign-up process or
before a ride.
Rider behavior has been a
sticking point for many who
oppose the pilot program.
Those who ride the scooters
insist that many of the complaints – sidewalk riding and
improper parking – are edge
cases, highly visible examples of the worst behavior.
“They sort of amplify,
or make more visible, those
bad habits that we have contained in all of us,” Niles
SEE SCOOTERS
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said. “If you are already going to be inconsiderate and
leave something in the way
and diminish a public good,
you were already going to
do that. The scooter didn’t
change it.”
However, even riders like
Niles admit to engaging in
the alleged poor behavior,
often out of necessity due to
Alexandria’s road infrastructure.
“Sometimes riding on
the sidewalk is unavoidable
because of where you are,”
Niles said. “If you’re on certain permutations of oneways, it’s faster to ride on the
sidewalk.”
Niles said he dismounts
during these sidewalk detours; however, many riders
do not take such precautions. Temporary signage
reminding people not to ride
on sidewalks has sprung up
throughout Alexandria in recent weeks.
Safety is one area of behavior where those who are
for and against scooters differ. Virginia does not require
riders over the age of 14 to
wear helmets, and several
riders admitted that wearing a helmet for the distance
and duration of a scooter ride
feels unnecessary.
“In general, we all feel we
‘should’ but no one actually does,” McAfee said in an
email. “I think most people
just view it as a ‘short trip’
and are willing to risk it. I
feel it is a different mindset
than someone commuting 10
miles on their bike because
the speeds are slower and the
distance is much shorter.”
A recent study conducted by University of California Los Angeles researchers
found that in only 4 percent
of 249 scooter-related injuries, the riders were wearing
helmets.
Some companies, including Jump and Skip, are starting to offer helmets to their
riders. Jump is working on a

th
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Bolt and Lime scooters are parked near the intersection of Pitt and
King streets in Old Town.

partnership with VeloCity
Bike Cooperative in Del Ray
to offer riders free helmets,
and Skip’s safety promotion
allows riders to purchase a
helmet for about $10. Niles
did not initially use a helmet
but has since purchased one
through Skip’s safety promotion.
While they may seem
carefree, several riders said
they, too, have concerns
about scooters. Sims admitted that sometimes, especially late at night, the vehicles are not charged, at which
point a convenience quickly
becomes inconvenient.
In many cases, riders
shared the concerns of their
fellow residents who oppose
the scooters.
“I think it’s a good thing
for tourists and residents, I
just wish people would take
more care of them because
sometimes you’ll see them
stacked up on the corner and
just on the ground and it
looks really bad,” Sims said.
Several riders voiced support for designated parking
areas in high traffic areas
like Old Town and Del Ray,
an idea that T&ES staff has
been exploring as part of the
pilot program.
“Obviously [scooters] are
point-to-point and [you can]
discard them wherever you
want, but if you offer people
safe places to leave them,

like Capital Bikeshare has
their docking stations, that’s
something you can do as an
incentive to cluster them in
strategic areas and get people to return them in a responsible way,” Niles said.
And even those who ride
the scooters are troubled by
the sheer number of scooters
and scooter companies that
have arrived in Alexandria.
“The cost of entry was really low, so every scooter company did it. What ended up
happening is that we have too
many scooter brands and too
many scooters,” McAfee said.
“What will likely happen, my
hope, is that the city agrees to
go from seven scooter companies to two or three.”
More distressing for riders is the discourse that has
swirled around the scooters and between relatively
younger riders and relatively
older residents.
“I am fearful that Old
Town is becoming a place
where any change is viewed
as bad,” McAfee said. “With
any change and with any
technological
progress,
we have to look at it as a
tradeoff.”
If the 22,000 trips are any
indication, many residents
have embraced this latest
form transportation technology. For some, a mile makes
all the difference.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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that would give custodians
the opportunity to retire
and ACPS the ability to fill
those positions with private
contract workers.
Over the last few months,
teachers, parents, students
and other members of the
ACPS
community
have
joined custodial staff at
school board meetings, offering emotional testimonies
about the potential layoffs to
what they perceived as little
response from Hutchings or
school board members. The
school board meeting on
May 9, at first, seemed like it
would follow suit.
“I’m hurt, I’m afraid, I’m
sad not knowing what’s going to happen not only to me
but to my family,” Sharena
Hollins, a 17-year ACPS custodian, said.
After five other custodians spoke during the budget
public hearing section of the
meeting, Hutchings moved

I need people to understand that
our custodians are important to
us and we wanted to make sure
that we were doing everything
in our power to be respectful.”
– Dr. Gregory Hutchings Ed.D.
Superintendent, ACPS

his report to the school
board up in the meeting
agenda.
“I felt compelled to have
the opportunity to speak
while we had some of our
custodians still here today,”
Hutchings said. “… I need
people to understand that
our custodians are important to us and we wanted to
make sure that we were doing everything in our power
to be respectful.”
Hutchings said he had
been listening to the public about this issue and had
crafted a plan that could address the concerns he had

been hearing. In Hutchings’
proposed plan, ACPS would
outsource 10 custodians
with five years of experience
or less, instead of outsourcing 30 custodians of 20 years
of experience or less.
“That will still afford an
opportunity for the custodians with less than five
years an opportunity to still
work with the company that
we select,” Hutchings said.
“That will also afford an
opportunity for those custodians to still receive the
severance package that we
have discussed throughout
this entire budgetary pro-

cess. And it will allow us to
really get at how do we work
with our custodians over
the next few years and how
do we make this work for
both parties.”
The new plan would also
affect the budget in a significant way, Hutchings
said.
Putting all 30 custodians
back into the current budget would result in a budget gap of around $500,000.
However, putting 20 custodian positions back into
the budget and contracting
10 positions would decrease
the budget gap to roughly

$180,000, Hutchings said.
The difference in budget gaps ultimately comes
down to the salaries, fringe
benefits and required supplies associated with a given number of custodians.
According to ACPS budget data, the subtotal of
all costs – salaries, fringe
benefits, required supplies
- for putting 30 custodians into the budget would
be $2,153,842 compared to
$1,801,790 for 20 custodians. These numbers were
measured against the total
cost of contracts and severance pay for both 30 and
20 custodial positions $1,653,849 and $1,621,697
respectively – in order to
calculate the budget gaps.
To balance the gap,
Hutchings proposed that
the approximately $180,000
be taken out of the substitute teaching fund outlined
in the FY2020 budget. After
SEE SCHOOLS
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the reduction, the substitute
fund would be $2,707,278.
“Maybe we can offset
some of those costs by having central office administrators or central office staff
who have teacher licenses
give one day per quarter to
volunteer to substitute a
class … including the superintendent,” Hutchings said.
Although the proposed
plan to offset the decreased
substitute fund comes out
of a budget-based decision,
there are potential systemic
benefits as well, Hutchings
said.
“So that’s four times out
of the year that I get to substitute a classroom, which I
think would be nice because
I think that we need to have
a better understanding of
what our teachers experience every single day,”
Hutchings said.
Hutchings also detailed
the operational implications
this plan could create, like
shifting custodians’ work
locations.
For school board member Michelle Rief, the proposed plan is the first step in
finding a solution that will
reward both custodians and
the school system.
“My personal view is the
Superintendent’s proposal is
a good start and I look forward to discussing it with
my colleagues at our work
session on May 23,” Rief
said in a statement. “I’m
concerned that asking any
custodians to work for a private contractor will result in
reduced compensation for
these employees. I also believe outsourcing can lead
to reduced quality and accountability and I hope we
can reverse this trend.”
Hutchings and the school
board will continue to discuss the proposed plan, as
well as the FY2020 budget,
ahead of the school board’s
budget adoption on June 6.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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a 20-year
adventure
The journey of Gregory and Cheryl
Hutchings includes two children, three
graduate degrees and six moves

BY DENISE DUNBAR

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

When Gregory Hutchings and Cheryl Carter locked
eyes across the room in a Norfolk restaurant in 1999,
neither could have imagined the incredible adventure
the next 20 years would hold.
Gregory, now superintendent of Alexandria City Public Schools, was at the time a self-described super senior
at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, while Cheryl was
a recent William & Mary graduate working for PricewaterhouseCoopers. The two were in the restaurant Bennigan’s, Gregory with a group of fraternity brothers and
Cheryl with her sister and some friends.
They agree there was an immediate connection.
SEE HUTCHINGS
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“I kept seeing this woman across the room staring
at me. And I was like, ‘Do I
know her?’ And it was like
an hour that we kept looking
at each other,” Gregory said.
“Not the whole time, but our
eyes kept meeting.”
“He was staring at me,’”
Cheryl countered. “I was
like, ‘Why is this man staring at me?’”
Gregory realized after a
while that the woman sitting
next to Cheryl was someone
he knew from college. Seeing his opening, he walked
across the room and began
talking with the friend.
“I was like, ‘Hey, how’s
it going?’ and ‘What’s your
friend’s name?’” Gregory
said. “She told me her name
was Cheryl. Her sister happened to be with her at the
dinner. And her sister asked
me a thousand questions
about who am I: What do I
do? Do I live with my mom?
Do I have a job?”
After getting the third
degree from her sister, Gregory gave Cheryl his business card. Although still in
school, he was an admis-

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
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Left: Gregory and Cheryl Hutchings talk about their journey as a couple in their family home. Right: Both Gregory and Cheryl kept mementos from their first date. While Cheryl kept the dress she wore, Gregory kept the paper tablecloth from the table where they dined.

sions counselor at Old Dominion.
“I was like, ‘Here’s my
business card. Give me a
call sometime.’ Because we
didn’t have cell phones,”
Gregory said. “And then
Cheryl called me the next
day and I didn’t answer the
call, because I saw caller
ID and I said, ‘I need her to
think I’m busy.’ So I looked
at the phone and let it go to
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• www.dishesofindia.com
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

voicemail and I called her
the next day. And then we
went on our first date and
the rest literally was history.”

An immediate
connection

Their first date was so
memorable that they both
saved mementos from it
– souvenirs that they still
have.
“Our first date, I knew
she was going to be my wife.
That was June 26, 1999,”
Gregory said.
“And you went home and
told your roommate,” Cheryl
added.
“I went home and told my
best friend Simon, he was
my roommate as well and he
was from Alexandria. I was
like, ‘I just went on a date
with my wife.’ And he was
like, ‘Yeah, right whatever.’
And my black book was gone
after that. No more dates
[with other women] for me.
This is it,’” Gregory said.
Cheryl didn’t make such
emphatic statements, but
also felt the connection.
“I didn’t go home and say,

I felt vulnerable, and I
normally have a wall up for
people. And for her I just
felt like I was completely
comfortable and I could talk
with her about anything.
There was no judgment.
We just had that spark.”
– Gregory Hutchings

‘This is my husband’ but I
think I loved Greg from the
very beginning. I did,” Cheryl said.
Cheryl still has her dress
from that first date, while
Gregory kept the tablecloth
they dined on.
“It was … paper and I
wrote on it the date, our first
date, and I drew this picture
and it has spaghetti sauce
on it, but I kept it,” Gregory said. “I forgot that I kept
it, honestly, but I framed
it for Mother’s Day or your
birthday or something. And

Cheryl, she actually kept
her dress from the first date.
That’s why it was meant
to be. … It’s meaningful. I
didn’t [keep a memento] for
every date.”
They immediately felt at
ease in each other’s company in a way that was special.
“I just liked talking to
Greg,” Cheryl said. “A lot of
dates when I went out with
people, it didn’t inspire me
to engage as much. I’m not
always talkative. But when
SEE HUTCHINGS
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Gregory and Cheryl Hutchings on their wedding day.
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I’m with Greg, I … just like
talking to him. I like being
with him.”
“I think we just connected,” Gregory said. “I felt vulnerable, and I normally have
a wall up for people. And
for her I just felt like I was
completely comfortable and
I could talk with her about
anything. There was no
judgment. We just had that
spark.
“Our first date lasted
until like 3 in the morning.
We talked, then we walked
along the beach. Then we
said, ‘It’s 3 a.m.! We’ve got
to go to work tomorrow, so
I’ll see you later.’ And I did
not kiss her on the first date.
… I think I tried to do everything right. And I wanted
to do everything right,” he
said.

Path to the altar

It wasn’t a direct line
from that amazing first

date to flowers and wedding
cake. It took three years and
a cancelled first wedding
before Gregory and Cheryl
were able to tie the knot.
Their main obstacle was
where they were in their
lives – just starting their
professional careers. Because of those careers, they
spent a fair amount of time
apart in the beginning.
Cheryl’s job in the tax department at PwC took her to
Arizona on a regular basis.
Gregory said he dealt
with the extended absences
at first, but he decided he
wanted to propose once he
finished his ODU degree. He
worked out an elaborate plan
for a proposal in May 2000,
with scattered rose petals
and a messenger jar filled
with a special message.
“So I made these little
small scrolls, these little
pieces of paper, and I wanted her to have to piece it
together, because she likes
puzzles,” he said. “So I had

each letter on the scroll and
I burned the edges and then
I rolled each one up and put
a little ribbon on it and put it
into the little jar. … So when
she came in I had these roses
and she was like, ‘What is all
this? What’s going on?’”
When Cheryl put together the puzzle, it read, “Will
you marry me?”
“It was romantic,” Cheryl
said. “I don’t like surprises,
but that was a good surprise.”
Their path was not without some drama, both before and after the proposal.
Their first real fight came
about six months after they
began dating, at “The happiest place on Earth” – Disney
World.
“It was because of the
teacups,”
Gregory
said.
“This is what started the
whole argument. We’re on
the teacups. … I’m like spinning the teacup. She’s like,
SEE HUTCHINGS
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“Stop spinning the teacup.’
And I’m like, ‘No, this is so
fun!’ I was going faster and
faster. And she was like,
‘Stop, stop, stop!’”
“He thought it was funny,” Cheryl said.
The fight began the second they exited the ride.
“She was like, ‘When I
say stop, that means stop.
That doesn’t mean keep
going. And I don’t appreciate that you didn’t listen to
what I said,’” he said.
The fight continued as
they walked across the park
and briefly got caught in
the Remember the Magic
Parade, which blocked their
path out of the Magic Kingdom.
“Imagine that during
your first big argument,”
Gregory said.
They weathered the teacup argument, but a brief
breakup months before their
first wedding date almost
ended the relationship.
“She was traveling all
the time and by that time I
was a teacher,” Gregory said.
“So I was like, ‘OK, you’re in

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Arizona and I’m in the D.C.
area, and I don’t get to see
you. I just don’t think this
is going to work. You’re too
far away.’ … I was insecure. I
was 23 at this time. I admit I
was not expecting Cheryl to
say, ‘OK.’”
They had just been about
to mail wedding invitations
and had made a deposit on
the wedding venue. They had
to call their families and tell
them the wedding was off.
But the breakup proved
to be short-lived: only about
three weeks. Cheryl soon
accepted a job back in D.C.,
which she said was motivated at least in part so they
could be together. Once back
together, they set a new wedding date of April 20, 2002.

“Positive,” Cheryl said.
“It brought our families
together in a happy way,” he
said.
The day was beautiful,
but it rained briefly just before the ceremony. Cheryl
initially was sad about the
rain.
“And then someone told
me that thing about, ‘A wet
knot stays tied.’ And I was
like, ‘OK, there we go.’ It was
good that it rained a little bit
and then the sun came out,”
she said.
It wound up being a wet
wedding day in more ways
than one.
“I started crying at the
wedding,” Gregory said.
“The doors opened up and I
looked up and said, ‘She’s so
beautiful.’ And I started crying. Because I’d never seen
her dressed up like that. I
mean you don’t see people
in a wedding dress.”
Gregory’s tears proved
contagious. His mother
started crying as soon as she
saw his tears, followed by his
sister, followed by his nine
aunts.

The wedding

Their wedding was a joyous occasion for the usual
reasons – and some unexpected as well.
“We had a lot of stuff going on,” Gregory said. “Both
of our grandparents passed
away right before we got married. … So our wedding was
good for all of our families,
because it was something …”

FONTAINE
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From left to right: Cheryl, Micha, Gregory Jr. and Gregory III.
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“All my friends were like,
‘Get yourself together,’” he
laughed.

The road to ACPS

After the wedding and
honeymoon in the Dominican Republic, they lived
in Northern Virginia, and
Cheryl got her MBA from
the regional Virginia Tech
campus. They then moved
to Richmond so Gregory
could pursue his doctorate
at William & Mary. Their
journey included five years
in Nashville, where Gregory
was offered the post of assistant principal at Martin Luther King Jr. Magnet School,
which was the top-ranked
school in Tennessee.

They had their daughter,
Micha, just before moving
to Tennessee and their son,
Gregory, just after moving
back to Alexandria in 2010.
Three years later an opportunity came for Gregory
to become superintendent of
schools in Shaker Heights,
Ohio, near Cleveland. Gregory and Cheryl weren’t sure
about the location – neither
likes the cold – but felt it was
the right move.
Five years later, when the
superintendent’s job came
open in Alexandria, Gregory and Cheryl pondered and
prayed for a long time before
deciding to apply for the job.
“There was a lot of prayer
that went into this position,
because we were content,”
Gregory said.
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The couple’s move to Alexandria posed challenges, but ultimately
was too hard to resist.

“We had no reason to
leave
Shaker
Heights,”
Cheryl said. “We had a nice
life.”
But the lure of being

close to family, of their children being able to attend
the same schools Gregory had attended – and the
challenges that would await

him in Alexandria’s diverse
school system – proved too
much to resist.
The move back to Alexandria has also enabled
Cheryl to start her own accounting firm.
“We’ve come full circle,” Gregory said. “Cheryl
is now able to achieve her
goals. And I know that she
made sacrifices for my aspirations. … I know at times it
was about me and my career.
She stayed by my side the
entire time, and continues
to. That’s what love is supposed to be about. You’re
supposed to go through
good times and bad times.
And you should learn from
all of those different experiences.”
-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Incorporating traditions in your wedding ceremony
BY ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA

I am a huge believer in
holding personalized wedding ceremonies that are
true to the couple — after
all, every relationship is
different, so why fall to the
standard?
Throughout the planning
process, I’ve worked to personalize my wedding in every way, from including my
best guy friend in my bridal
party to picking a venue that
elevates my style and fits my
character. My wedding ceremony will be no exception.
This is the last installment of “Unveiled,”
a monthly column where
I share the tips and tricks
I come across as I embark
on the long path that leads
down the aisle. This month,
I’ll be talking about personalizing your wedding ceremony.
My fiancé, Devin, and I
decided not to have a religious ceremony pretty early in the planning process,
but that doesn’t mean our
wedding will only last five
minutes. There are countless ways to put together a
ceremony that is unique to
you as a couple, from writing
your own vows to borrowing
excerpts from your favorite
books.
Whether your wedding
is religious or not, here are
some rituals you can incorporate to showcase your love
and commitment to your
spouse.

Planting a tree

To incorporate nature
into your ceremony, plant
a tree sapling to symbolize
the roots of your relationship. After the ceremony, replant the tree in your yard,

FILE PHOTO

A handfasting ritual is perfect for couples who want to tie the knot — literally. Originally a pre-reformation Celtic tradition, it involves the couple binding their hands by ribbons, towels or other fabrics.

ALEKSANDRA
KOCHUROVA

art director,
Alexandria Times
or — with permission — a
place that holds significance
to both of you. Watch it grow
as your love grows through
the years. If you don’t have
a yard, go for a houseplant
that you can pot and keep
indoors.

Wine-blending

Wine has been present at
weddings for centuries, but

this tasty trend is fairly new.
Incorporate wine-blending
into your ceremony by combining a white wine with a
red wine into a large carafe
after the ring exchange. The
couple can then pour glasses for each other, or share a
glass, of the blended wine.
If wine’s not your thing,
try beer-blending or cocktail-making.

Unity candle

This is a popular ritual
to symbolize the joining of
two families. Often mistaken for a Christian tradition,
the ceremony doesn’t have
inherent ties to a particular
faith. The unity candle rit-

ual involves three candles,
typically two thin and one
larger. The mothers from
both sides light the thin
candles, then join the couple
in lighting the big candle.
Depending on the reading
you choose to pair with the
ceremony, all three candles
can remain lit to show the
flames of your individual
selves igniting your marriage, or you can extinguish
the thin candles to illustrate
the flames becoming one.

wrapped separately in blue
blankets, which symbolize
their individual pasts. After
the union’s blessing, they
take the blue blankets off
and are wrapped together
under a white blanket. The
white blanket represents
a blank slate to “fill” with
peace and happiness. After
the wedding, some couples
keep the blanket at the foot
of their bed as a reminder of
their commitment to each
other.

Blanket ceremony

Jumping the broom

This
Native
American ceremony can vary by
tribes. In one version, the
couple starts the ceremony

This
African-American tradition is believed to
SEE UNVEILED
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have originated in Africa;
however it’s lost its original
meaning because of associations with slavery, according to Ka-Veronica Braddy,
owner of www.african-weddings.com. Enslaved African
Americans would perform
broom jumping ceremonies
to “marry” when they legally
didn’t have the right. Passed
down generation-to-generation, this ritual is a reminder of the African-American
heritage, as well as love and
dedication to each other. If
you choose to incorporate
it at your wedding, jumping
the broom could be done after the pronouncing of husband and wife or during the
reception.

Lasso ceremony

This ritual comes from
Mexican, Filipino and Spanish cultures. After the couple has exchanged their
vows, the officiant places
an oversized flower lasso
around their shoulders to
form a figure eight shape.
The couple will wear the lasso through the remainder
of the ceremony. The figure
eight’s infinity shape symbolizes the couple’s eternal
bond. You could also make
the lasso ceremony religious
by using a lasso made from a
rosary instead of flowers.

Handfasting
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If you have Irish or Scottish roots, this tradition
is for you. Dating back to
pre-reformation Celtic communities, handfasting used
to be a private and informal
ceremony marking the start
of a period of engagement.
If the couple was still madly
in love at the end of a year,
they would have a formal
wedding.
The ritual has made a

FILE PHOTO

Celebrate your union with a ceremony unique and true to you and your wedding will be talked about for
decades after.

comeback in recent years by
couples wanting to literally
tie the knot. It involves the
couple binding their hands
together during the ceremony (before, during or after
reciting their vows), often to
symbolize their connection
and devotion to one another.
The personalization, however, is limitless. You can
tie both hands or just right
hands. You can use ribbons,
fabrics that are important to
you, a scarf, flower garlands,
beads. You can choose which
knot to tie, whether it’s fisherman’s or infinity. Each
of these choices will hold a
special meaning to you and
make the ritual that much
more important.

er and give them a blessing, prayer or a silent wish
before the couple exchanges their vows. If you have a
large guest list, you can opt
to display the rings close to
the venue’s entrance, giving
everyone a chance to warm
them before they sit down.
If you are having a religious ceremony and are tying the knot of three strands
— representing each member of the couple and God

— you can pass around the
strands with the same sentiment before the vows.

Unity/anniversary box

The premise of a unity box ceremony is to store
something away in a box
and nail it shut together.
You will then open the box
at a designated time, whether it’s a major anniversary
or a milestone in your marriage. With this tradition,

the personalization options
are limitless. You can make
your unity box a wine box
and put away your favorite
bottle of wine to open in a
year and replace it with another, repeating the nailing
down process in five, 10 or
20 years. You can write letters instructing you to open
up the box after your first
major fight, when you buy
a house or after the birth of
your first child. Or you can
fill it with memories that
will bring tears to your eyes
years down the road. I haven’t decided what exactly
I’ll put in my box yet, but I
know that it will be a combination of things — probably a bottle of wine and love
letters.
Pair these unconventional traditions with a meaningful reading, and your
wedding ceremony will be
talked about for decades.
Have fun putting together a
set of rituals that feels personal, but don’t overdo it.
My advice is to add one or
two extra rituals to a traditional religious ceremony,
and up to three to a secular
ceremony.
Thank you for embarking
on this journey with me, and
happy planning!
-graphics@alextimes.com

Hollin Hall
A Historic
Wedding Venue
in Alexandria

Ring (or rope) warming

The ring warming ritual is a sweet way to include
all your family and guests in
the ceremony. The roots of
the tradition can be traced
to Ireland, where the guests
and family pass the couple’s
wedding rings to each oth-

We offer garden ceremonies and two beautiful
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

Contact Amanda at 703-298-6965
or hollinhallevents@gmail.com
Photos at www.hollinhallweddings.com

22 | MAY 16, 2019

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Your Home.
Our Mission.
A lifetime of community insight, an
obsession with customer service and
over 27 years of real estate expertise;
that’s the advantage of working
with The Goodhart Group. To us, real
estate is more than just a house. It’s
about truly loving where you live.
Whether you’re downsizing, moving up
or buying for the very first time, we’re
there to guide you every step of your
way home.

Sue and Allison Goodhart
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
thegoodhartgroup.com | 703.362.3221

1111 19th Street N #1705
Arlington, VA 22209
$540,000
Open Saturday & Sunday 2-4 PM

1803 Hare Court
Alexandria, VA 22304
$1,025,000
Open Sunday 2-4 PM

210 Laverne Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22305
$1,050,000

compass.com
Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property
already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 106 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
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SENIORS

Legal services available for Alexandria’s seniors
BY DIPTI PIDIKITI-SMITH

Legal Services of Northern Virginia is a nonprofit
law firm that provides free
legal services to low-income, elderly and disabled
people throughout Northern Virginia. For 39 years,
LSNV has opened doors to
justice for residents of the
City of Alexandria.
LSNV’s elder law practice
group provides a variety of
services for clients 60 and
older. LSNV conducts workshops at senior centers and
senior living complexes to
educate the residents about
their legal rights in various
topics. For applicants who
have been screened and
found eligible for LSNV services, the law firm may provide advice or representation in the following types
of cases:
Personal
declaration
documents: Wills, durable
powers of attorney and, on a
limited basis, advance medical directives.
Assisted living: Contract, quality of care and
discharge issues.
Consumer
law/debt
collection: Defense of debt
collection cases, including
garnishment.
Disability benefits: SSI
disability eligibility and

ARTS

CONTACT LSNV
Seniors facing eviction,
abuse or a lawsuit can
contact LSNV and apply
for services three ways:
By phone: Contact their
intake staff at (703) 7786800. Applications are
processed Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Online: Apply online through
LSNV’s website, www.lsnv.
org. Under the “Get Help”
tab, click “How Do I Apply?”
In person: Apply for services
at the Alexandria office
Monday through Thursday,
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The LSNV’s
Alexandria office is located
at 100 N. Pitt St., suite 307.

COURTESY PHOTO

Staff from the Alexandria branch of Legal Services of Northern Virginia.

overpayment issues.
Elder
abuse/neglect
prevention: Uncontested
guardianships.
Family law: Obtaining
protective orders.
Health care: Medical
debt collection defense.
Housing law: Cases involving landlord tenant
evictions, utility cut-off
and constructive evictions;
fair housing matters; sub-

‘Love’s Labor’s Lost’
This witty and fun Shakespearian play
has an unsatisfying ending | Page 24

sidized public housing and
section 8; real estate tax exemptions; and administrative hearings before local
departments of housing.
Identify theft:
Cases involving financial exploitation of seniors.
Medicaid: Long term
care coverage eligibility, including nursing home and
community-based care.
Medicare:
Questions

CALENDAR

about coverage.
Nursing
home
care: Nursing home discharge and quality of care
cases, nursing home contract disputes and defense
against nursing home collection lawsuits.
Public benefits: Food
stamps, auxiliary grants
and other benefit issues for
lower income individuals.
Social security: Eligibil-

May events
Volunteer for your community, learn about
railway post offices and more | Page 25

ity and overpayment issues.
LSNV serves and protects
Northern Virginia’s senior
population. It can provide
translators and interpreters
for non-English speakers.
LSNV can also accommodate
emergency access issues by
meeting clients in hospitals,
nursing homes and clients’
homes when necessary and
appropriate.

HOMES

The writer is deputy
director of advocacy
for Legal Services of
Northern Virginia.

Hardware is haute again
Furniture’s handles and hinges can
serve as more than a utility | Page 26
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Verbal jousts galore in ‘Love’s Labor’s Lost’
BY DENISE DUNBAR

The Beatles didn’t start
with “Abbey Road.” Their
first album, “Please, Please
Me,” was fun and lighthearted, with hits like the title
track and “Love Me Do.”
Likewise, Shakespeare
didn’t start with “Hamlet”
or “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” Before those masterworks, there was “Love’s
Labor’s Lost,” either a relatively early or a very early
play – the scholarly assessment varies – by the Bard.
More than most of Shakespeare’s comedies, “Love’s
Labor’s Lost” is full of witty
repartee and fun that strays
into silliness toward its unsatisfying ending.
Director Vivienne Benesch has placed the Folger Theatre production of
“Love’s Labor’s Lost” in the
early 1930s, an inspired decision that allows us to view
Shakespeare’s
characters
and hear his language in a
different light. She chose
that era because the Folger
Shakespeare Library opened
in 1932.
Benesch’s set, a library
of dark wood with a large
stained-glass window above,
mirrors the actual library
at the Folger. Along with
the play itself, there’s an
exhibit open to playgoers
that details the museum’s
much-heralded
opening,
with photos of dignitaries
in attendance, including
President and Mrs. Herbert
Hoover. You can also peek
into the actual library –
playgoers are not allowed
entry – and see the setting
that informed the set.
The play begins in the
library, with big band music
playing on a phonograph, as
Ferdinand, King of Navarre
(Joshua David Robinson)
talks with Berowne (played

PHOTO/ BRITTANY DILIBERTO

Zachary Fine leaps from a desk in an entertaining, physical portrayal of Berowne in the Folger Theatre's production of “Love's Labor's Lost.”
With Joshua David Robinson as the King of Navarre, Jack Schmitt as Dumaine and Matt Dallal as Longaville.

IF YOU GO
Run dates:
Through June 9
Location:
Folger Theatre at the
Folger Shakespeare
Library, 201 E. Capitol
St. SE, Washington,
D.C. 20003
Tickets and information:
www.folger.edu/theatre
or at 202-544-7077.
with great energy by Zachary Fine), Longaville (Matt
Dallal) and Dumaine (Jack
Schmitt). The king is asking
the three young men to sign
a pledge to live a scholarly
life of fasting, little sleep
and, worst of all, no women
for three long years.

While Longaville and
Dumaine sign eagerly on
the dotted line, Fine as
Berowne – who has the
looks and mannerisms of a
young Rodney Dangerfield
– isn’t so sure, especially
the no-women part. He reluctantly signs the pledge,
which is immediately put to
the test by the arrival of the
Princess of France (Amelia
Pedlow) and her three ladies-in-waiting,
Rosaline
(Kelsey Rainwater), Katherine (Chani Werely) and Maria (Yesenia Iglesias).
The wooing is in the
form of verbal jousting,
usually in rhyme, as this
play has more lines rhymed
than any other by Shakespeare. There’s a fifth love

pair, a hot romance between
the nerdy Nathaniel (Susan Rome) and Holofernes,
played fantastically by Folger stalwart Louis Butelli.
A sixth pairing is initially
a love triangle between the
floozy Jaquenetta (Tonya
Beckman), the buffoonish
Costard (Edmund Lewis)
and Don Armado (Eric Hissom). Hissom, most recently seen on Folger’s stage in
“The Winter’s Tale,” is funny and winsome in his role
as the Spanish braggard and
steals every scene he’s in.
“Love’s Labor’s Lost” is
an appropriate play for the
#MeToo era, as the female
love interests definitely get
the better of their male suitors throughout. And while

the play’s unusual ending
– courtesy of the Bard, not
the Folger – may not leave
audiences enthralled, this is
a well-staged and well-acted production.
The creative team includes scenic design by
Helen Hayes Award-winner Lee Savage, costume
design by Tracy Christensen and lighting design by three-time Helen
Hayes Award-winner Colin
K. Bills. Sound and original music by Lindsay Jones.
Janet Alexander Griffin is in
charge of artistic production at the Folger.
The author is publisher
and executive editor of
the Alexandria Times.
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MEET THE AUTHOR: JESSICA
DAY GEORGE New York

Times bestselling author, Jessica Day
George, comes to Hooray for Books!
Known for series such as “The
Tuesdays at the Castle” and “The
Twelve Dancing Princesses,” she will
present the latest installment in the
“Rose Legacy,” “The Queen’s Secret,”
a heartfelt fantasy tale of a strongwilled girl and the magical bond with
her horse.
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555
King St.
Information: www.hooray4books.
com

SCAN’S CROQUET AND IPA
DAY Come play croquet with

colleagues and friends while
supporting SCAN of Northern
Virginia. Invest in SCAN’s work to
prevent child abuse and neglect.
It’s one day of fun that changes the
lives of children and families in the
community all year long. Create a
team or just come as a spectator
and enjoy complimentary craft beer
from Aslin Beer Company, wine, a DJ,
corn hole and a 50/50 raffle – all at
the beautiful Waterfront Park.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park
Information: www.scanva.org

WHAT HAPPENED IN THAT
HOUSE ON DUKE STREET In

the 1820s and 1830s, the company
known as Franklin and Armfield
used the Alexandria townhouse at
1315 Duke St. as the Chesapeake
headquarters for the largest
domestic slave trading operation in
the United States. In this lecture,
Professor Joshua Rothman details
how that business worked, and he
discusses the professional and
private lives of the three partners
who ran the company.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

MAY 17
VETERANS COMEDY SHOW The
Art Center welcomes back Armed
Services Arts Partnership for another
comedy night featuring veterans,
service members and military family
members from the region. ASAP
shows provide an opportunity for
the civilian and military world to
connect through comedy and engage
in an honest dialogue about shared
human experiences.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St.
Information: www.asapasap.org
SPRING FOR ALEXANDRIA
COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY

Volunteer Alexandria, in partnership
with the City of Alexandria, will host
its annual Spring for Alexandria
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Community Service Day. During this
honorary day, hundreds of volunteers
come together as individuals and
teams to complete more than 20
service projects for nonprofits across
the city. From building vegetable
gardens and sorting food at the local
food bank to alleviate food insecurity,
to painting shelters and clubs, every
hour contributed to this Community
Service Day improves the lives of
Alexandrians.
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Location: Various locations
Information: www.givegab.com/
campaigns/VolAlex2019CSD

NATIVE PLACES: DRAWING
AS A WAY TO SEE In this lecture,

celebrated architect and author
Frank Harmon will share illustrations
of Native Places and examples of his
own work to illustrate how sketching
as a way to see can enhance the
grace of buildings and landscape.
Harmon believes that architects
are uniquely qualified to dissect the
world around us: how the shape of a
plowed field, the fabric of cities, the
stones in a cemetery wall all carry a
message about how we inhabit our
place.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

NATIONAL RAILWAY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
LECTURE: THE RAILWAY POST
OFFICE The Railway Mail Service
served as a traveling post office,
and was the backbone of intercity
mail transportation and distribution
for more than a century. Join Frank
Scheer, curator of the Railway Mail
Service Library, to learn about the
history of the Railway Post office.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: info@dcnrhs.org

and tea will be offered. Admission
is free.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

waterfront
Information: www.
festivalspeedstylealex.com

ALEXANDRIA CHORAL
SOCIETY: AN INFINITE
UNIVERSE Alexandria Choral

STEVE EARLE AND THE DUKES

Society presents “An Infinite
Universe,” a concert celebrating
space, exploration and the 50th
anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon
landing. The concert features new
commissioned works: “That’s one
small step...” by Tawnie Olson and
“Partial Lunar Eclipse” by Lori
Laitman. Online tickets are $20 for
adults, $15 for seniors, members of
the military and students and free for
those 13 and under. Tickets are $5
more at the door.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Convergence Arts
Initiative, 1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: www.
alexandriachoralsociety.org

MAY 20
Steve Earle is an American rock,
country and folk singer-songwriter,
record producer, author and actor.
Earle and his band the Dukes are
performing at the Birchmere. His
breakthrough album was the 1986
“Guitar Town,” and since then Earle
has released 15 other studio albums
and received three Grammy awards.
His songs have been recorded by
Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings, Travis
Tritt, Vince Gill, Shawn Colvin and
Emmylou Harris. He has appeared in
films and television shows like “The
Wire” and has written a novel, a play
and a book of short stories.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: 3701 Mount Vernon Ave
Information: www.birchmere.com

MAY 21

MAY 19
OLD TOWN FESTIVAL OF
SPEED AND STYLE The

inaugural Old Town Festival of Speed
& Style welcomes gearheads of
all ages. The single-day free event
will span across three blocks on
lower King Street and will feature
approximately 60 rare and unusual
supercars from around the world
such as Ferrari, Jaguar, Porsche,
Lamborghini, Aston-Martin and
Cobra for up-close viewing.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: King Street near the

TWILIGHT AND TIPPLE TOUR
AT POPE-LEIGHEY HOUSE This

tour series is a rare chance to see
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Pope-Leighey
House illuminated against a night
sky, bringing a whole new dimension
and radiance to the typical tour
experience. There are only a few
tours a year in the evening, so seize
this great opportunity today. Grab
a drink or two, which is included in
the ticket price, and walk through
the house on a leisurely, open house
style tour with plenty of time to take
stunning photos.

Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 9000 Richmond Highway
Information: www.
woodlawnpopeleighey.org

ALEXANDRIA PARENTS: DO
YOU WANT HEALTHY SCHOOL
FOOD? Real Food for Kids unites

parents and local leaders to improve
school meals, change school menus
and build a lasting commitment from
administrators and elected officials
to put kids’ health first when making
decisions around school food. Now,
it’s launching a Parent Action Team
in Alexandria. Learn more about Real
Food for Kids and what is happening
to improve food in Alexandria
schools. Bring questions, concerns
and ideas about school meals.
Time: 12:15 to 1:30 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Rd.
Information: www.realfoodforkids.org

MAY 23
LECTURE: WHY OLD PLACES
MATTER Tom Mayes, vice president
and senior counsel at the National
Trust for Historic Preservation,
discusses his new book “Why Old
Places Matter.” Although people
often feel very deeply about the
old places of their lives, they often
don’t have the words to express why.
Mayes’ book creates this narrative
through evocative words and
beautiful imagery.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

NOW OPEN!

GEOFFREY JOHNSON SOLO
EXHIBITION The Principle Gallery

will be exhibiting 20 new paintings by
artist Geoffrey Johnson, with many
of them being scenes or memories
from his trip to Europe last year with
his sons. The paintings aren’t simply
exact representations of specific
locations, they are more about a
feeling, an idea of a place.
Time: Opening reception from 6:30
to 9 p.m.
Location: Principle Gallery, 208
King St.
Information: www.principlegallery.
com

MAY 18
WRITE LIKE A WOMAN
WORKSHOP Facilitated by poet

and author KaNikki Jakarta, poet
laureate of the City of Alexandria,
this workshop welcomes amateur
to professional women writers of
all ages. Each workshop centers
on uplifting and inspiration through
writing and allows participants to
enhance their writing styles. Cookies

Somatus Kidney Care Center
at Inova Mt. Vernon
Experience a new level of comfort,
quality, and care during treatments.

somatus.com • (703) 721-8075
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The Lamplighter
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Don’t forget to
highlight that
favorite prized
portrait or
painting with a
picture light
from
The Lamplighter

1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-549-4040
www.lamplighterlamps.com

Stop Shaking and
Start Living

PHOTO/RICHELIEU

Barn door hardware has become popular in architecture, and the look here is extended to furniture,
with black matte hardware by Richelieu.

Once hidden, hardware
is haute again
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

Bill Espinosa was virtually paralyzed by
Parkinson’s disease. “I couldn’t move, swallow,
or even blink an eye,” he recalls. Deep
brain stimulation (DBS) unlocked Bill’s
muscles right away. Thanks to the physicians
at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital
—and DBS—his motor symptoms improved
immediately and he stood up and walked.
Bill is now back to enjoying his full, active life.
To learn if you might be a candidate for DBS,
call 855-546-1890 or visit
MedStarGeorgetown.org/StartLiving.

Unless you’re a designer – or just obsessed with all
the product aesthetics – you
probably don’t think much
about hardware. The job of
a handle or hinge is to open
and close things. On furniture, doors and appliances,
hardware’s role is primarily
functional.
But hardware can, of
course, be so much more. In
design furniture history, it is
distinguished, and it’s often
been a focal point of pieces.
The iconic Chinese wedding
chest, for example, often finished in red lacquer, bears a
recognizable central brass
medallion held in place with
a pin to keep its doors closed.
That round shape sometimes
is repeated in hinges that
quite deliberately are visible
on the door panels.
Hiding hinges and hard-

ware became a thing in recent years in modern design,
particularly in the kitchen,
as well as bedroom and bath
and entertainment pieces,
where the touch latch became a clever disguise and
allowed clean profiles. But
those designing kitchen
cabinetry with wood panels
– especially cladding large
appliances like refrigerators
– needed substantial pulls
to work. Curiously, that need
evolved into larger scale,
which translated into longer
hardware.
Then it got interesting.
Though sturdy, some designs got skinny, and were
available, not only in stainless steel but in a new favorite: matte black. Other
warm burnished finishes
also found popularity. And
manufacturers of decorative
hardware took the design
challenges to heart.

It’s notable that at furniture shows internationally
and at the Kitchen and Bath
show recently held in Las
Vegas, designers are paying
more attention to hardware
as punctuation.
In appliance design, some
manufacturers are offering
a “wardrobe” of choices in
pulls, including copper. No
longer an afterthought, the
choices warrant careful consideration, especially when
color is involved. True Refrigeration paired its bold
emerald collection, which includes refrigerators and wine
coolers, with brass pulls.
For cabinetry, matte black
hardware has been wildly popular, unadorned or
dressed up with burnished
gold, which elevates it to elegant.
With some of the latest
SEE HANDLES
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furniture introductions, it’s
obvious that designers are
carefully considering their
hardware options and integrating them into an overall
plan, not just applying generic pulls.
With the advent of touchlatch — concealed hardware
— some opt to celebrate a
cabinet front without the
interruption of hardware,
especially when there’s a
strong pattern like wood
graining or graphic markings
in stone. Then there’s the
very minimal design when
there’s a barely there pull

tucked into the top or sides of
a door panel.
Luxury brands like Fendi often utilize their logos
as part of fabric design or
hardware. The fashion brand
Etro riffed on their signature
paisley pattern, pulling one
comma-like shape and casting it into brass hardware.
Hardware also is being
designed in a camouflage –
squares, circles or rectangles
faced with the same veneer
or surface material, so that
aside from the defined shape,
they disappear into the piece.
Clean, modern styles are
most appealing today. The
range in materials includes

metals, wood, glass, crystal, concrete, resin, leather,
mother of pearl, agate and
even fabric.
Belwith-Keeler, a trendsetter in hardware design,
provides custom pieces for
many furniture manufacturers. More than 600 knob and
pull designs are produced
at its Grandville, Michigan,
workshop, which dates to
1893.
“Design, inspiration and
style are blurring the lines
that used to define them,”
Knikki
Grantham,
Belwith-Keeler trend manager,
said.
She looks to fashion run-

ways for inspiration for interior design and home decor
trends.
“As visual creatures there
is a trigger that can be stimulated by the visual connection to a design,” Grantham
said.
The company actually refers to its designs as “cabinet
jewelry.”
“Hardware is much more
than just an afterthought,”
Grantham said. “Just as jewelry completes an outfit or
look, hardware sets the tone
and style for a piece or that of
a room. That is why we work
directly with furniture manufacturers and interior de-

signers to create pieces that
meet trends today as well as
remain classic for years to
come.”
In fact, a number of highend furniture manufacturers, such as Chaddock, have
turned to boutique companies or artisans to create
hardware that has a distinctive, hand-crafted look.
Anthropologie has been
a popular go-to for hardware
for the design-savvy. Color, pattern, material choices and combinations excel
– ranging from metal with
patterned fabric to agate
SEE HANDLES
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HOME OF THE WEEK

Sunlit, renovated home in Rosemont
This light-filled, craftsman-style home with a
two-sided wraparound porch
and Ipe decking has approximately 4,600 square feet of
quality living space, soaring
cathedral ceilings and more
than 60 windows.
After a masterful renovation and expansion in 2014,
the home now has five bedrooms and four and a half
baths. The home also has a
mudroom,
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Call us today
to
Tucked
away
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schedule a
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FREE ESTIMATE!
current homeowners have

MEOWNERS!

703-684-7702

invested more than $150,000
in hardscape, landscaping,
irrigation and lighting. The
serene setting has a lush
backdrop of trees.
The home includes an
oversized two-car garage
and is convenient to a Metro
station, Del Ray, Old Town,
parks and Maury Elementary
School. There will be an open
house Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.

AT A GLANCE
Address:
309 W. Alexandria Ave.
Price: $1,799,000
Beds: 5
Baths: 4.5
Home size: 4,600 sq. ft.
Lot size: 13,700 sq. ft.
Contact: Christine Garner
christine@
christinegarner.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!

Since 1987

techpainting.com

This sunlit,
craftsman-style
home has soaring cathedral
ceilings and
more than
60 windows.
Located in
Rosemont, it
has an oversized two-car
garage.
COURTESY PHOTOS

Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!
Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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Our View

The implications of
our history
The history of a place encompasses more than buildings. History is too
complicated and layered to be contained just by structures, even ones as
beautiful and significant as those in Alexandria.
It’s the people who came before us that really matter. Who were they?
What did they accomplish? How were they treated? How did they treat others? We look at structures for insights into our predecessors and their eras.
Three pieces in this week’s Times nudge us to ruminate about the various facets of history. The first and most publicized is the Hugo Black house
and city council’s decision on Tuesday night to allow an addition that encroaches on 6 percent of that property’s open space despite the existence
of an open space easement.
We are not going to rehash the particulars of that case – our story on
page one, “Black house renovation advances,” does that. Nor are we going
to opine again on the merits of the issue. We stated our position in an April
4 editorial, “No ease-y solution.”
Rather it’s important to remember that this house is notable primarily because of former Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black. And while the
house is a significant structure, it’s just that, a building. What happens to
a building does not alter the significance of Black’s life or his accomplishments. His legacy endures.
Two other pieces in this week’s Times deal with the most difficult aspect of Alexandria’s history, that of race, and specifically the treatment of
our mostly minority school custodians.
Our page one story, “Hutchings proposes custodian plan” is about an
innovative proposal by Alexandria City Public Schools Superintendent Dr.
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D, to slow the privatization of custodial positions.
We think this proposal shows compassion for those affected, as long-serving custodians would keep their jobs.
It would also creatively make up the budget shortfall by having ACPS
administrators who are licensed teachers substitute teach once a quarter.
This would not only save money, but would enable those administrators to
have a better understanding of students’ learning levels and current-day
classroom conditions. That looks like a win-win from here.
Finally, the letter to the right on this page, “First integrated are first
eliminated at ACPS,” touches on the “how were they treated” and “how did
they treat others” facets of our history. The letter writers, all prominent
civil rights leaders and educators, point out the painful history of ACPS
custodians. City custodians before integration were all black, and those
who worked in whites-only schools saw first-hand that separate was not
equal.
While institutionally-enforced segregation is gone, the history persists. It’s history that we must not forget, which makes this custodial privatization issue more than just a dollars and cents calculation.
Long-term, privatizing the cleaning of ACPS schools does make sense.
Private companies specialize in cleaning large facilities quickly and at lower cost than that of maintaining an in-house custodial staff.
It’s probably time to face the reality that this change needs to happen.
But our city’s history requires that this transition take place gradually and
with sensitivity.
We hope the school board approves Hutchings’ plan and that only those
with less than five years of employment have their positions privatized,
with the remaining privatization taking place through natural attrition.
Old homes require constant maintenance to prevent them from falling into disrepair. Dealing with the implications of our history is also an
on-going task.
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

First integrated are
first eliminated at ACPS
To the editor:
Lewis Walker began sweeping floors
and emptying trash cans in George
Washington High School in Alexandria
in 1948. For most of his life, “Jim Crow”
laws were ruled acceptable by the Supreme Court.
By 1964, the entire custodial crew
at George Washington was black. They
were the only black staff in the school
at that time. Back then, it was assumed
that black workers would do all of the
unsavory labor, work unfit for white
men.
In the years of legal school segregation, it took a lot of grit to take
your children to Lyles-Crouch or the
city’s other “colored schools,” see the
sub-standard learning conditions and
then go to work and see vastly better
conditions for the white children.
It would have taken determination to ignore the racial insults hurled
at you by the children of Alexandria’s
segregationists. The yearbook contains
a photo of a student in blackface pushing a broom labeled “Lewis.”
You can also be certain that Walk-

er’s dignity changed the hearts of some
of the children. Some of those children
may have remembered him when they
joined the civil rights movement.
The black workers who swept the
floors and prepared the meals in
whites-only ACPS schools were the
uncelebrated parents of the civil rights
movement.
Blois Hundley, a custodian and cook
at the “colored” Lyles-Crouch Elementary School, was fired by Superintendent Thomas Chambliss “T.C.” Williams for suing the school district to
have her children admitted to a “whites
only” school.
The Alexandria school board fought
sharing public resources with workers,
teachers or students of color for much
of its history, appealing every court order toward integration until 1971.
From at least 1948 until today custodial jobs in city schools have mostly
been held by African-Americans and
Latinos. In 2007, Alexandria City Public Schools began privatizing custoSEE CUSTODIANS
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What’s the point?

Justice Matters

To the editor:
Paige Pollard of the Commonwealth Preservation Group
writes in the May 9 Alexandria
Times, “Black house is in compliance with easement” that a letter
to City Manager Mark Jinks from
the Virginia Department of Historic Resources shows that the
VDHR “is fully aware and supportive of” the plans to renovate
and alter the Black House at 619
S. Lee St.
Unless I’m missing something, nothing in the letter that
Pollard sets forth in full says
anything whatsoever about the
VDHR’s “awareness” or “sup-

port” for the “project.” Rather, the VDHR’s letter says quite
plainly that the VDHR and the
Alexandria Board of Architectural Review are separate entities whose rules and regulations,
while serving “similar goals,”
have nothing whatsoever to do
with one another and that compliance with one entity’s regulations has no bearing on compliance with the other’s.
Perhaps I’m missing something, but, based on the VDHR’s
letter, I’m not sure what point
Pollard was making.
-Roger W. Yoerges,
Alexandria

CUSTODIANS

Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D, only
the second African-American in
ACPS’ long segregationist history to be named superintendent.
Likewise, we should condemn
the destruction of custodial positions that diversify the ACPS
workforce, served as on-ramps
to opportunities for people of
color in the Alexandria schools
and were also among the first
victories against segregation in
the nation.
Though no one on the school
board may be a racist person, the
eradication of these jobs follows
ACPS’ pattern of institutional
racial bias which affords people of color the fewest resources
and, once granted, quickly takes
them away.
Discrimination does not always occur because people intend to disenfranchise people
of color. Often times, decisionmakers manifest racial discrimination through policy decisions
that don’t take into consideration the full context of the affected individuals.
Across our nation, people of
color are less likely to have jobs
that provide quality, affordable

FROM | 28

dial positions. At that time the
school board promised to allow
the custodians to continue in
their positions, provided they
did a good job, until they retired.
This year, however, ACPS has
decided to break this promise
and end the jobs of custodians,
starting with 10 custodians who
have less than five years of employment.
If these 10 custodial jobs are
eliminated, ACPS students will
be much less likely to see men
and women of color as a part of
the ACPS family; a family with
stable jobs, fair pay, health care
and retirement.
ACPS today values diversity
and just won a state grant with
the goal of advancing six current
teachers of color to licensure,
which would improve overall
school district staffing diversity.
We should be proud to
have the school district put
state-granted resources into
elevating six people of color to
licensure. Likewise, we should
condemn the needless termination of 10 jobs held entirely
by people of color. We should
celebrate the ascendency of Dr.

SEE CUSTODIANS

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers
only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the
Alexandria Times.
To submit a letter to the editor, send an email to letters@alextimes.com
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with Bryan Porter

Conducting a review of policies
Prosecutors wield a significant amount The H.O. declaration causes a “super-susof authority. We affect the community in a pension” of the person’s driving privilege,
variety of ways, some obvious, others more in some cases resulting in a felony charge
indirect. Given the authority inherent in that carried a one-year mandatory minithe office, and the executive discretion that mum sentence simply for driving.
is bestowed upon us, prosecutors must be
Recognizing the unnecessarily onerintrospective, thoughtful and willing to ous situation this law created, the Virginia
change archaic practices. New ideas must General Assembly changed it several years
be embraced, and old, ineffective ones ago and no new H.O.s are being declared.
modified or dropped altogether.
However, those declared before the legislaTo this end, I am currently conducting tive change were “grandfathered” and our
a top-to-bottom review of my office’s poli- office continues to see a number of H.O. cascies in a number of important ares a year. I believe a felony with a
eas, such as how we treat juvenile
one-year mandatory minimum for
offenders and whether to expand
non-dangerous driving is overkill
our misdemeanor diversion proand we will no longer present such
gram.
charges to the Grand Jury.
This review has already proFinally, the General Assembly
duced results, two examples of
has changed the law regarding liwhich are our Mental Health Inicense suspensions. Effective July
tiative and the Treatment Court
1, citizens will no longer have
program which commences this BRYAN PORTER their driving privileges suspendsummer. Other changes, such as elimi- ed for non-payment of fines. Additionally,
nating recommendations for cash bail for those whose licenses are currently suslow-level offenses, are already in place. I pended for non-payment will have the susalso serve on the statewide task force that pensions lifted as of July.
produced a new, far more transparent crimOur office continues to see driving on
inal discovery process, an arcane process suspended cases because the removal of
that produced one of the more important suspensions does not go into effect for sevreforms in recent history.
en weeks. This is patently unfair; those on
Earlier this week, I publicly released the wrong side of an arbitrarily-set date
several additional changes to our method could face conviction. Therefore, effective
of doing things. First, I am concerned about immediately, my office will move to dismiss
the efficacy and fairness of our practice all driving on suspended license cases in
of interdicting “habitual drunkards.” An which the charge is related to the non-payarchaic code section allows people to be ment of fines and costs.
“interdicted,” after which they face more
I note that these policies do not relate
serious charges for alcohol-related arrests.
to suspensions or revocations related to
The initial reasons for this regime may drunk driving. My office will continue to
have been well-intentioned; however, peo- diligently prosecute such cases. Because a
ple charged with “interdiction” offenses re- significant part of my job is public safety,
ceive short jail sentences and no treatment I will never waver with regard to that comfor the underlying problem. I am convinced mitment and will continue to hold violent
that we can attack these situations more offenders accountable for crimes such as
effectively and have enacted a moratorium murder, rape, robbery, gang offenses and
on naming anyone else an “interdicted per- shootings.
son.” I would like to significantly decrease
There will likely be additional changes
the number of people on the interdiction to our policies during the next six months.
list or perhaps eliminate it entirely.
I am calling our review “Vision 2020” and
Also, my office will no longer indict a intend to release a document that sumspecific set of driving-related cases, known marizes the policy reforms when they are
as Habitual Offender charges, as felonies. complete.
This venerable code section allowed certain
Bryan Porter is the Commonwealth’s
people to be declared a Habitual Offender
Attorney for Alexandria.
for non-payment of driving fines and costs.
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E-scooters are good
for Alexandria
To the editor:
There is not a mode of
transportation I don’t love.
I own a car, often commute
on a bicycle and have Metro cards stashed in all of my
purses. I only wear shoes that
are still comfortable after
walking a few miles and have
a phone filled with transportation apps, ranging from
Metro maps to multi-modal
aggregators to bike shares
to car shares. Recently, I became the proud owner of six
e-scooter apps. There is so
much this area has to offer
and I want to be able to get to
it all in the most economical,
convenient and environmentally-friendly way.
When e-scooters began
appearing in Alexandria,
I rejoiced. Sure, the first
time I rode an e-scooter I
thought, “This is the way I
die.” However, I had those
same thoughts the first time
I drove a car, crossed a street
in New York City and still every time I ride my bike down
Mt. Vernon Avenue. Just like
driving, walking and riding
a bike, I eventually gained
confidence, learned the rules
of the road and now embrace
e-scooters.
Old Town Alexandria is
beautiful and historic. Del
Ray reminds us of a bygone
era where main street was the
center of life. These are the
reasons we love Alexandria.
These are the reasons we embrace the people who come
to experience our wonderful
city. These are the reasons
our city makes it easy to move
around. The King Street Trolley provides easy access to
the heart of Alexandria. The
DASH bus helps us get to the
grocery store and work. The
Capital Bike Share ensures we
can enjoy the Mount Vernon

Trail on a nice day.
None of these modes of
transportation are perfect,
which is why we need a variety of options. Not to mention
that Alexandria is best enjoyed on foot, and e-scooters
expand our radius of where
we can go without succumbing to the confines of a bus,
car or metro. How many people think the 1.2 mile walk
from the King Street Metro
Station to the Torpedo Factory is simply too far? Or
that places like the Lyceum
Alexandria History Museum,
the Alexandria Black History
Museum or the Belle Haven
Park are too far off the beaten
path? E-scooters provide one
more option to enjoy every
corner of Alexandria.
I have heard demands to
stop the e-scooter pilot early.
Some of the reasons cited are
valid – e-scooter riders are
learning how to be responsible riders, and haphazardly
discarded e-scooters are a
safety concern and ruin the
aesthetic of Old Town and
Del Ray. I agree that e-scooter
riders who are riding unsafely
and on crowded sidewalks are
a detriment to society. However, I also think the same
about motorists who park
in bike lanes, cyclists who
don’t stop at stop signs and
pedestrians who walk threeabreast.
The answer to the perceived e-scooter program is
to continue the pilot, work
through the enforcement
kinks, educate riders on proper e-scooter etiquette and
learn to accept that e-scooters improve everyone’s ability to navigate our great city.
Now excuse me, I must run to
catch the bus.
-Jennifer K. Hay,
Alexandria

Narrowing Seminary Road would
endanger safety
To the editor:
One of the major issues
currently being discussed
in Alexandria is the remake
of Seminary Road. Unfortunately, this issue affects not
only the citizens residing on
Seminary Road, but it is a life
and death issue that affects
all of us in the area. The reduction of Seminary Road
vehicle lanes in order for
bikes to have dedicated bike
lanes is foolhardy, regardless
of whether it is for the entire

stretch of this road, or only
portions thereof.
The life or death rationale is that there is a major
hospital located on Seminary Road, and there should
be a clear unimpeded access
from all of this road, not just
portions of it. Moreover, this
looks to be a bike lane solution in search of a problem,
similar to that found on upper King Street. I seldom see
bicycles there.   
For years, I have endeav-

ored to stay focused on how
city council members conduct themselves, especially
regarding their process in adjudicating issues within the
city. I have been a staunch
critic of some of their decisions. However, in this case
I would hope that council
would do the right thing and
disapprove any major changes to Seminary Road.
-Townsend A. “Van”
Van Fleet,
Alexandria

We need bike lanes on Seminary
To the editor:
I am writing to discuss
the proposed changes to
Seminary Road between
Quaker Lane and Howard
Street. Like many of my
neighbors, I am concerned
about congestion on Seminary and elsewhere. However, unlike my neighbors,
I do not see how making
no significant changes will
help congestion. Instead,
I believe the road diet plan
provides the best opportunity to address this issue,
by making modes of transit
other than single-occupancy cars a viable alternative.
The primary points of
congestion on Seminary are
both already one through
lane with a dedicated turn
lane: the Quaker Lane and
Howard Street, when traveling east, intersections. In
between, the road diet plan
would merely serve to limit
the ability of speeding cars
to weave between traffic
traveling close to the speed
limit. The road diet would
likely also cut down on the
number of cars that attempt
to “jump the queue” by

driving down the left-turn
lane and forcing their way
into the through lane after
the fact.
Given the opportunity for bike lanes to remove
cars from the road – and
given the preponderance
of evidence both from past
projects in Alexandria and
elsewhere in the U.S. that
road diets do not increase
congestion – this seems
like the only approach that
could help with congestion.
At present, the only viable and safe way to get
around the West End is by
car. Bus service is limited
outside of rush hour, and
the general lack of safe eastwest arterials for modes of
transit like bikes or scooters limits choices. Given
the city’s other attempts
to improve multi-modal
transit it seems important
to make sure residents who
are open to choosing these
modes have safe ways to get
around.
This brings me to my
second point: safety. I have
already mentioned the way
speeding cars weave be-

tween slower-moving traffic on Seminary. This kind
of aggressive driving has
led to a number of accidents
in the last few years, despite
the 25 mph speed limit. Fortunately, none of those accidents have been fatal.
Based on data on the
city’s website, the speed
limit reduction has not
meaningfully affected the
speed at which people drive
on Seminary - it’s shown
only a two mph reduction. I believe this is because the road is designed
to support cars driving 45
mph or higher. If we don’t
want a four-lane highway
running through our residential neighborhoods, we
shouldn’t have one.
In theory, despite the
speed issue, cyclists should
be able to ride on Seminary — and, ultimately,
I sometimes do. But it is
only a matter of time until
a speeding car, driving too
fast up Seminary, rear-ends
a cyclist there.
I implore council to
SEE SEMINARY
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Historic easements in Alexandria
With the ever-increasing
development in Old Town,
the historic fabric of the
city is always vulnerable to
loss or destruction. While
preservation boards, such as
the Board of Architectural
Review, can be effective in
eliminating or minimizing
potential impacts to resources, it is not the only tool that
can be used in preserving
the historic character of Old
Town. Preservation easements are often utilized to
ensure long-term protection
of historic features, such as
building exteriors, interiors
and open spaces, while they
remain in both public and
private ownership. The first
easement in Alexandria was
granted in 1969.
Approximately 80 easements have been recorded in
Alexandria and the holders
or grantees include the Alexandria Historical Restoration
Preservation Commission,
Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Northern

SEMINARY
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make the courageous decision to improve safety and
multi-modal options within
Alexandria. At minimum,
I think it merits a one- or
two-year pilot in which we
can study the traffic effects. At worst, if the best

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

Lloyd House.

Virginia Conservation Trust,
L’Enfant Trust and the National Architectural Trust.
Aside from the intangible
benefits of having an easement, there are also financial benefits, which include
claiming charitable donation
deductions, lower inheritance taxes, lower property
taxes and tax credits.
The process for granting

choice is to revert the road
back, it would only require
re-painting the lanes. By
making no change, we are
dooming Alexandria to suffer with increasing congestion by making cars the only
viable option.
-John Yuda,
Alexandria

an easement on a property
generally includes identifying what will be covered by
the easement, such as the
open space, interior or exterior of historic structures;
obtaining a legal description
of your property; working
with the easement holding
organization to finalize the
legal documents and filing
the easement in the land

CUSTODIANS
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health care or retirement
plans. This pattern is known
as “systemic disenfranchisement.” If allowed to occur, the
destruction of these jobs will
follow decades of institutional
and systemic bias within ACPS
and a society that has harmed

records of the city or state
where it will become a public
record.
The majority of easements in Alexandria are held
by the Alexandria Historical
Restoration and Preservation
Commission. The AHRPC
was created by the Virginia Assembly in 1962 to preserve and acquire historic
buildings and easements in
the city. The commission accepts historic preservation
easements if the structures
or objects on the property
are at least 50 years old and
the property is significant in
city, state or national history
or culture.
If you are interested in
learning more about easements or would like to place
a preservation easement on
your property, please contact
the Office of Historic Alexandria.
Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

black and brown workers
We want ACPS to be accessible to all types of workers.
ACPS should not eliminate
the custodial positions.
-Rosa Byrd, Georgia Brown,
Ellen Nelson, Judith Haskins
and Gwen Day-Fuller,
Alexandria civil rights leaders
and former educators

Weekly Poll
Last Week

This Week

Are you happy with the $761.5 million
budget city council adopted last week?
59% - Yes, I’m happy they funded city services
without raising the tax rate.
29% - No, they should have generated more
revenue. We need more spending on longdelayed issues.
12% - I’m not sure.

Serious crimes in Alexandria declined by 1.7
percent since last year. Do you feel safe in
Alexandria?
A) Yes, most of the time.
B) Yes, but not all of the time.
C) I’m often afraid.
D) I’m always afraid.
E) I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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After the meeting had
extended into the early
hours of Wednesday morning, Vice Mayor Elizabeth
Bennett-Parker moved to
uphold the BAR’s decision.
“Many have raised concerns about the open space
easement, which does allow
for additional structures,
and, as we have discussed,
is held by the state and we
do not have the authority to
interpret it or enforce,” she
said. “The certificate of appropriateness is not based
on the easement but on our
own zoning ordinance.”

Bennett-Parker said she
was comfortable with granting the permit to demolish
the curved wall since it is
causing damage to the main
resource, the piece of the
house built around 1800.
Councilor Del Pepper
put forth an amendment to
Bennett-Parker’s
motion
to deny demolition of the
curved wall, but her motion
died for lack of a second.
Wilson defended his decision not to recuse himself
from the Black house vote.
“About a year and a half
ago, I accepted a contribution from the wife of the
owner of the LLC that owns

the property that’s in question here,” Wilson said. “It
was a year and a half ago,
it was well before this application was filed or I was
aware of this application.
The city attorney’s advised
me she doesn’t believe it’s a
conflict. I believe I can fairly handle this case.”
When another land use
issue came before council
during last year’s campaign,
on April 14, 2018 – involving $750 in donations Wilson had received from the
property’s owner – the then
Vice Mayor recused himself.
-mschrott
@alextimes.com

HANDLES

Port City Profile

Sara Campbell
Sara Campbell’s classic
apparel appeals to women of all ages, proving that
great style is timeless. Loyal
shoppers visit for a carefully
curated selection of sportswear and specialty dresses
with thoughtful trims and
finishes.
Headquartered in Boston, the brand operates 25
brick-and-mortar boutiques
concentrated along the East
Coast, Florida and the Midwest. The boutique in Old
Town just celebrated its
fifth year on Prince Street.
“Old Town has been the
perfect addition to our Sara
Campbell family,” a Sara
Campbell
representative
said. “We welcome the daily
visits from our local shoppers who pop-in to say hello
and sit in our living room
and fill us in on their lives
and those who are traveling
and are very excited to step
into one of our stores and
shop our newest collection.”
Sara Campbell is the
president and primary apparel designer. She has
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rimmed in gold. Some spotlight craftsmanship, like the
forager’s handle, which features cast brass leaves. One
of the most striking knobs
is Isoke, a simple burnished
brass slender crescent shape
with a bar that cuts across a
flat oxidized metal circle and
extends to two ball finials.
Changing knobs or pulls
is an excellent way to breathe

Those in
favor of
appealing
the BAR’s
decision
to approve
renovations to
the Hugo
Black
house
wore
“#SaveJusticeBlackProperty”
stickers at
the public
hearing on
the topic.
PHOTO/ MISSY SCHROTT

life into outdated cabinets or
salvage finds. Take a look at
furniture with a little verve
for cues – also for clues as to
what materials make good
mates and how size and
proportion matter. At Anthropologie, for example,
a low-slung tambour front
rosewood buffet, strong in
its natural hue and nearly
6-foot length, is appointed
with white marble pulls with
brass caps that match the di-

mension of the tambour. For
a buffet patterned with diamonds, repeating the shape
is the perfect choice, as is its
striking mix of materials –
agate and brass.
With the hardware choices available today, you can
strike whatever mood you
wish – from playful to bold,
colorful to subdued, minimal to ebullient – and give a
piece of furniture or cabinets
something to show off.

SUMMER CAMP IS BETTER WITH FRIENDS
Location: 320 Prince St.
Founder: Sara Campbell
Year opened: 2014
Type of business: Boutique
with American-made,
classic women’s apparel
Hours of operation: Monday through Saturday 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday
noon to 5 p.m.
Contact: 703-996-9074
www.saracampbell.com

been recognized for her
philanthropic efforts. The
boutiques host numerous
give-back events that support both local and national
nonprofits. The company is
also known for manufacturing its main collection in
America, supporting local
employment and the best
possible quality standards.

YMCA ALEXANDRIA 703.838.8085

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE BEST SUMMER EVER
ymcadc.org/locations/ymca-alexandria/
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES
DANIEL BRANDENBURG (70), of Alexandria,
May 4, 2019
GENE E. CLAYTOR (80), of Alexandria, May 10, 2019
MARIE H. FANNING (76), of Alexandria, May 7, 2019
KATHERINE HARAHAN (71), formerly of Alexandria,
May 1, 2019
CHARLENE T. STEVENSON NAGY (65), of Alexandria,
May 6, 2019
DONNA TETER (72), of Alexandria, April 28, 2019
EVA THOMAS (94), of Alexandria, April 24, 2019

Solutions from last week

MILTON TULKOFF (79), of Alexandria, May 10, 2019

MUSINGS OF AN ANGRY PATIENT by Mark Feldman, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Way out
7. Units of resistance
11. Spread, as seeds
14. Crimson Tide, familiarly
18. Understands
19. Pirate’s treasure
20. Bush spokesman Fleischer
21. Gives the go-ahead
23. “I don’t like my dermatologist because he ...”
26. Decaf brand
27. New paragraph key
28. Reel’s partner
29. Of a secret society
31. “___ Poetica”
32. Roaster’s spot
33. Fills up an Uber?
35. Vietnam Veterans Memorial
designer Maya
36. Failures may bruise them
37. Laudatory lines
38. “My ophthalmologist ...”
41. Tell a story
43. Jazz great Anita
44. Online greetings
45. Bad-mouth
46. Tree in a fire?
48. Makes lively
51. “My cardiologist ...”

57. Parking place
61. “Wise” bird
62. Dirties
63. One may fry your fryer
64. Not throw away, say
65. Some forensic evidence
66. Facebook and Twitter
67. An end to sex?
68. Frilly dress material
70. Emulate Eminem
71. Bold
73. Tranquility
75. Auto stick-on
76. Schuss, perhaps
77. Fencing variety
78. “My psychiatrist ...”
81. Lack
83. Morning hrs.
84. More, musically
85. Available
88. “No sweat!”
91. Some have three rings
95. “My orthopedist ...”
100. Chess queens, ironically
101. Type of floor
102. Roll of bills
103. Weak ground ball
104. Word after Miller but not
Bud
105. Enzyme suffix

106. Cat carrier opening
108. Junior, to Senior
109. Pop, for Ariana Grande
110. “Wheel of Fortune” purchase
112. “My otolaryngologist ...”
115. Gives off
116. Anger
117. Sushi seaweed
118. Clearly display
119. Canadian gas company
120. ___ Lingus
121. Goes (for)
122. Like many circuses
DOWN
1. Prodded
2. The Caribbean’s Island of
Spice
3. More run-down
4. Twisty turns
5. Cowboy boot attachment
6. Common ID
7. Soccer stadium cheers
8. Large crowds
9. May VIP
10. Blocked
11. Nordstrom rival
12. Camden Yards player
13. ___-the-Pooh

14. Pear type
15. Blotter letters
16. One minding her own business?
17. “Driving Miss Daisy” actor
Dan
22. Gives lip
24. Tee off, in golf
25. Dancer’s boss?
30. Buy stock, say
33. Racer’s quick break
34. Sticky camp treat
36. Go by
38. Deny
39. All worked up
40. Homophone of “I see you”
42. Aves. and sts.
46. Least legitimate
47. Med. lines
49. They may grow up to be bald
50. ___ to the choir
51. Challenger or Charger
52. Confess
53. Gladden
54. More with it
55. Stubborn animals
56. Run smoothly
58. Prize money
59. 2018 U.S. Open winner
Naomi
60. Lukewarm

64. Dependent (on)
67. Frappuccino ingredient
69. Comparably outlandish
72. Calm down
74. Son of Jacob
75. Not brilliant
78. Zambia neighbor
79. Batman alter ego Bruce
80. City policy dept.
82. Golfer Ernie
85. From C to shining C?
86. Offensive to the senses
87. Creator of 96-Down
89. Stroll
90. Italian seaport
91. Make a smoothie, say
92. Well-known
93. Go over again
94. Displayed contempt
96. Aslan’s land
97. Stick like a stamp
98. Hot spot
99. Beloved of Aphrodite
104. Russian Revolution leader
106. Plus
107. Mind ___ matter
109. Contributed
111. Venusians, e.g.
113. Cut, as a branch
114. Band performance
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions
statewide or in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your target
audiences. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!
AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
1) Model # 101 Carolina
2) Model # 203 Georgia
3) Model # 305 Biloxi
4) Model # 403 Augusta

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

$40,840.. BALANCE OWED $17,000
$49,500.. BALANCE OWED $19,950
$36,825.. BALANCE OWED $14,500
$42,450.. BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
BBB
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!
A+ Rating
*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
AND TRUCKS AUCTION. Bid
Live or Online for Dump Trucks,
Heavy Equipment, Road Tractors, Trailers and much more.
Tues, May 21 at 9 a.m. Motleys
Industrial | 3600 Deepwater
Terminal Rd. | Richmond,
VA | www.motleys.com |
1-877-MOTLEYS. VA16

CAREER TRAINING/
EDUCATION
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial aid
for qualified students - Career
placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance SCHEV certified 877204- 4130

HELP WANTED
BUSINESS MANAGER/
BOOKKEEPER for small con-

sulting company, responsible
for AR/AP, employee benefits,
payroll, marketing support and
similar functions.Candidate
should have excellent Word,
Excel and related MS skills,
effective written and verbal
communication skills, be
organized with good attention
to detail and the ability to work
independently. Familiarity with
Peachtree/Sage a plus. Up to
29 hours per week. Compensation commensurate with
experience.
Please send resume and cover
letter by e-mail only to:
Russell A. Archambault, Vice
President and Principal
RKG Associates, Inc.
E-mail: arch@rkgassociates.
com
Web site: www.rkgassociates.
com
STATISTICIAN 1: Provide
technical support for U.S Department of Transportation-National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) in
modeling, SAS web application

development; database management and analysis. Wrote
user manual and instructed
Mathematical Analysis Division
(MAD) staffs to extract, analyze
and report motor vehicle crash
data collected by National Center for Statistics and Analysis
(NCSA). Designed web based
dashboard for SAS Business
Intelligence Server database
using SAS macros, SAS store
processes, SAS proc tabulate,
HTML and JavaScript. Prepared
SAS programs, crash stats
and research notes to analyze
motor vehicle crash data and
reporting trends; Master’s in
Statistics or Business Analytics. Knowledge or experience
in SAS programming, MS Excel,
Oracle SQL. Job Loc: Washington DC. Resumes to: Bowhead
Logistics Solutions, LLC.
Attn: Racquel Sanders, 4900
Seminary Road, Suite 1200,
Alexandria, VA 22311.
NEED CDL DRIVERS? Advertise your JOB OPENINGS
statewide or in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital Solutions to reach truck
drivers. Call Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

MISCELLANEOUS
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris
Sprays, Traps, Kits, Mattress
Covers. DETECT, KILL, PREVENT
Available: Hardware Stores, The
Home Depot, homedepot.com

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or
statewide. Print and Digital
Solutions that get results!
Call Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. No
court appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-0126 Se
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.’’’

WANTED TO BUY
OR TRADE
MILITARY ITEMS WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets,
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia,
Medals, Weapons etc.
Call/Text Dan 202-841-3062

LEGAL NOTICES

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW DESIGN GUIDELINES COMMITTEE MEETING MAY 23, 2019
The City of Alexandria Board
of Architectural Review (BAR)
Design Guidelines Committee
will hold a meeting on the date
and time listed below to update
the graphics of the 1993 BAR
Design Guidelines and to create
new guidelines to illustrate the
policies adopted by the Parker-Gray district in 2013. This
meeting is open to the public;
however, no public testimony or
comment will be received.
DATE: THURSDAY, MAY 23,
2019 TIME: 8:00 to 9:00 AM
PLACE: ALEXANDRIA CITY
HALL
PLANNING & ZONING
LIBRARY 301 KING STREET,
ROOM 2100 ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA 22314
For further information, contact the Department of Planning & Zoning at 703-746-4666.
For reasonable disability accommodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay
711.

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
HEARING
A public hearing will be held
by the Board of Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY,
June 5, 2019 beginning at 7:00
PM in the City Hall Council
Chambers, second f loor of City
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following
applications:
BAR #2018-00420 OHAD
Request for alterations at 325
Queen Street
Applicant: Michael C. Maibach
SEE CLASSIFIEDS
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BAR #2019-00148 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 118 North Saint
Asaph Street & 100 Ross Alley
Applicant: Saint Asaph Ventures, LLC
BAR #2019-00149 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations at 118 North Saint Asaph
Street & 100 Ross Alley
Applicant: Saint Asaph Ventures, LLC
BAR #2019-00165 OHAD
Request for alterations and signage at 201 King Street
Applicant: Maurice Breton
BAR #2019-00183 OHAD
Request for alterations at 228
South Pitt Street
Applicant: Trustees of Saint
Paul’s Episcopal Church
BAR #2019-00187 OHAD
Request for alterations at 319
Prince Street
Applicants: Marc Bendick &
Mary Lou Egan
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Powhatan Street
Applicants: Colleen & Aloysius
Boyle
BAR #2019-00195 OHAD
Request for BAR re-approval
of expired plans at 207 North
Columbus Street
Applicant: Ann Begeman
BAR #2019-00196 PG
Request to install small cell
facility on utility pole on public
property adjacent to 211 Buchanan Street
Applicant: New Cingular
Wireless PCS, LLC c/o Jacobs
Technology
BAR #2019-00197 OHAD
Request to install small cell
facility on utility pole on public
property adjacent to 921 Duke
Street
Applicant: New Cingular
Wireless PCS, LLC c/o Jacobs

Technology
BAR #2019-00198 OHAD
Request to install small cell
facility on utility pole on public
property adjacent to 238 South
West Street
Applicant: New Cingular
Wireless PCS, LLC c/o Jacobs
Technology
Old and Historic Alexandria
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray
District (PG)
For reasonable disability accommodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.
Information about the above
item(s) may be obtained from the
Department of Planning & Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, or at 703.746.3833
www.alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Want to get your news
a day before everyone else?
Subscribe to Alexandria
Times E-edition to get your
news delivered to your
email Wednesday night.
www.alextimes.com/
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

 ABSOLUTE FORECLOSURE 

AUCTION

MAJOR LAND
Saturday, Jun.1, 7PM at The Greenbrier Resort

Offered in 5 Tracts

“The Peaks of Greenbrier”

933 Acres in Alleghany Co, VA
Nicely Wooded • Streams • Very Private • 2mi of Road Front

BAR #2019-00188 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/
capsulation at 209 North Columbus Street
Applicant: Kris Shannon Stillings

Like owning a piece of National Forest!
MINIMUM BID JUST $650/ACRE

Details at TRFAuctions.com

VAAF501

434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com

BAR #2019-00189 OHAD
Request for alterations at 209
North Columbus Street
Applicants: Kris Shannon
Stillings
BAR #2019-00190 OHAD
Request for alterations and signage at 801 North Washington
Street
Applicant: Androus Family
Partnership The
BAR #2019-00191 OHAD
Request for alterations and signage at 501 South Washington
Street
Applicant: Mount Vernon Petroleum Realty LLC
BAR #2019-00192 OHAD
Request for alterations and signage at 703 North Washington
Street
Applicant: Mount Vernon Petroleum Realty LLC
BAR #2019-00193 OHAD
Request for amendment to
previously approved plans at 609
South Lee Street
Applicant: Steve Kelmar
BAR #2019-00194 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1103

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Accepting Applications
Through June 10
The Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship
Program was established by the Virginia General
Assembly in 2004 to provide educational
opportunities for persons who were denied
an education in Virginia due to the closing of
the public schools during Massive Resistance
between 1954 and 1964. For a limited
time, the program is open to new eligible
applicants for the 2019-2020 school year. For
applications and information on eligibility, visit:
brownscholarship.virginia.gov
or contact Lily Jones, Division of
Legislative Services, at (804) 698-1850.

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Spring is in Bloom and so is Real Estate!

2917 Richmond Lane | Monticello Park

1429 Greenbrier Street | Barcroft Forest

Charming Cape Cod with mature English garden landscaping awaits
your personal touches. The floors have been refinished, the walls
are awash in fresh neutral paint; you will love coming home to this
cul-de-sac location in the George Mason Elementary School District.
Spacious living and dining rooms, fireplace in the living room, first
floor bedroom, two and a half baths, lower level recreation room with
built-ins and new carpet give you plenty of room to spread out in this
lovely sunny home. Offered at $739,000

Small enclave of beautiful stone and brick homes built in 2005 on a
cul-de-sac near Arlington Aquatic Center and tennis courts and just
one mile from Shirlington. Beautifully appointed with large, open floor
plan. Wood floors throughout the main level. Four bedrooms, three
baths upstairs, including huge master suite. Fifth bedroom with bath
in lower level along with a recreation room, storage and utility space.
Over-sized two-car garage. Deck off dining room overlooking patio
and sport court. Offered at $1,199,000

Tee Off to End Homelessness
A FUNdraiser to Benefit Community Lodgings
Sunday, June 2, 2019 | 2-5 PM | Topgolf Alexandria
This fundraiser allows guests of all skill levels to have a great time for a great cause – breaking the cycle
of homelessness. Join Community Lodgings for three hours of unlimited Topgolf in climate controlled bays
plus good food and drink, and exciting raffles.

For more information, visit www.communitylodgings.org

I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an
extensive network of agents in other locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Donna Cramer

Member, NVAR Top Producers
703.627.9578 | dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

