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Council mulls  
reforestation,  
traffic crossing

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City council approved 
plans for a new track and 
field at Episcopal High 
School during its public 
hearing on Saturday. 

The decision came after 
lengthy discussions about 
the required deforestation 
and reforestation efforts in-
volved with the plan, which 

Episcopal 
to get 
new field,  
entrance  
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City staff, WMATA, 
local businesses  
prepare for closure

BY MISSY SCHROTT

After a year of apprehen-
sion, the Metro shutdown 
will officially commence 
next week, disrupting the 
commutes and travel rou-
tines of thousands of Alex-
andria residents and visi-
tors. 

The Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority announced about 
a year ago that all stations 
south of Reagan Nation-
al Airport would be closed 
during summer 2019 from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day 
for platform maintenance. 
WMATA has since expand-
ed the shutdown by six days 
to Sept. 8, 2019. 

Since the announce-
ment, city staff have been 

working with WMATA, lo-
cal businesses and the state 
to put together a mitigation 
plan to ease the shutdown’s 
impacts on residents, vis-
itors and especially com-
muters. 

Mitigation efforts in-
clude free WMATA shuttle 
buses, expanded DASH ser-
vices, HOV lane modifica-
tions and other temporary 
traffic changes. Besides the 
alternatives provided by the 

city, other businesses in-
cluding the Potomac River-
boat Company and the Vir-
ginia Railway Express have 
stepped up to help mitigate 
the lack of Metro service.

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public 
Transportation has award-
ed the city almost $2.2 mil-
lion in expenses related to 
the platform improvement 

Metro shutdown arrives

Close to Home
Upper King Street  

rowhouse incorporates  
art and light.
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Arts
Synetic Theater presents 

wordless Shakespeare 
production.

Page 17

INSIDE

Both girls’ and boys’ 
teams win VISAA cham-
pionships
 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Saturday was a big day 
for St. Stephen’s and St. Ag-
nes athletics. After victo-
rious playoff seasons, both 
the SSSAS boys’ and girls’ la-
crosse teams took home state 
championship titles. 

Neither team is new to 
the state spotlight. The boys’ 
10-5 victory over Paul VI 

SSSAS lax  
dominates 
states 

Speed & Style
The first annual Old Town Festival of Speed & Style 

zoomed into the lower three blocks of King Street 
on Sunday. For more photos, see page 10. 

SEE METRO | 5
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Wishing you a safe and  
Happy Memorial Day

Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

1,299,000
ROSEMONT

Rarely available and in limited quantity! This 
fabulous interior courtyard 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo 
has a SUNROOM and patio! One level living with 

updated kitchen, baths and washer & dryer. Located 
just across the street from the Potomac River and 

steps to King Street. Stroll the streets of Old Town 
and the new River walk and King Street park.  

The King St Trolley is nearby.

TORPEDO FACTORY
$799,000

Gorgeous colonial on Rosemont! This brick 
colonial has 4 finished levels including a sunroom and a 

detached garage accessible from the street. Open floor plan 
on the main level and den/study offers so much versatility! 
A fixed staircase added to access third upper level which 

has a bedroom suite. The second level has a master with en 
suite and 2 additional bedrooms with a jack and jill bath. 

Finished lower level. Great house for entertaining! 

VILLAMAY

$999,000

Fabulous home updated top to bottom! Amaz-
ing home w 2 car garage and terraced patios with 

gardens. This home has 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 
over 150K in upgrades! Lower level family room with 
gas fireplace walks out to a private patio. Profession-
ally landscaped and zoned irrigation system! Backs 
to 18 acres of parkland. It is a serene and relaxing 
setting, yet you are just minutes to the water front, 
bike trails and shops and restaurants in Old Town.

Located in the heart of Old Town is this hidden gem! 
Nestled within an interior courtyard this setting is serene and peaceful yet just a few blocks from all the action on King St and the Potomac River! Enjoy all the modern 

comforts of the this home which has been renovated top to bottom. One of only 8 (condo) TH units, this is the only home with french doors below grade which allow for 
egress, The home has 2/3 bedrooms, wood burning fireplace, white kitchen with quartzite counters and stainless appliances and a bar that opens to the living room with 

bay window looking out to the brick Georgetown patio and gardens. Two upper levels have a master suite with custom sliding doors, new bath and laundry as well as a 4th 
finished level with custom finishes, wood floors and skylight. Wood floors on all levels. Truly a treasure. 1 ASSIGNED space conveys.

MANCHESTER COURT/OLD TOWN      $799,900



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MAY 23, 2019 | 3 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Join us 
Seasonal special: Fresh Shad 

Roe with Anchovy Butter and 
Bacon Strips

Spring specials coming soon

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le RefugeBishop Ireton announces new 
head of school

Kathleen McNutt was 
named the new head of 
school for Bishop Ireton 
High School, the school 
announced on Monday. 
McNutt will officially take 
on the responsibilities of 
head of school beginning 
July 1.

“I am excited to accept 
my new position as head of 
school,” McNutt said in a 
statement. “I look forward 

to working with the Board 
of Governors, faculty, staff, 
parents and students as we 
dedicate ourselves to excel-
lence through a Christ-cen-
tered community immersed 
in the Salesian tradition. I 
am blessed by the opportu-
nity to lead this outstand-
ing academic institution 
into the future.”

McNutt served as prin-
cipal of St. Louis Catholic 

School in Fairfax County 
and is currently vice pres-
ident of the principals’ as-
sociation of the Diocese of 
Arlington, according to the 
news release. She has also 
worked for the New Teacher 
Project, a nonprofit that en-
sures economically disad-
vantaged and minority stu-
dents have access to quality 
teachers.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

 The teams behind Old 
Town and Del Ray’s restau-
rants went fork-to-fork on 
Tuesday at the second an-
nual Old Town vs. Del Ray 
Softball Battle at Four Mile  
Run Park.

 After a close battle be-
tween players who work for 
various restaurants in both 
neighborhoods, Old Town 
took home a 22-15 win over 
Del Ray. Proceeds from the 
event went to the Baroody 

Project, a nonprofit that pro-
vides sponsorships for Al-
exandria kids to participate 
in afterschool athletic pro-
grams.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Play ball

COURTESY PHOTO
The game got heated between Bill Blackburn of Homegrown Restaurant Group and 
Trae Lamond of Chadwick’s.
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7-year-old “Bubbly”  is poetry in motion.  When he wants  
to go somewhere, he leaps, panther-like, and always lands 

gracefully; whether it’s for a toy, a treat or a much-coveted lap. 

80% of ginger cats are males; they enjoy their food and 
are relaxed yet can be vocal.  Bubbly is hoping for a new 
home where his unique coat and attributes will be well-

appreciated.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT THE ADOPTABLE PETS AT THE 
A.W.L.A., PLEASE VISIT   www.alexandrianaimals.org

THANK YOU

~ This Bubbly Little Cat ~ ~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

915 King Street, Alexandria

recycled sari home accents

Visit the  
store for  

Memorial Day  
specials!

Robinson Landing finds retail, 
restaurant partners 

The search for retail and 
restaurant uses for the Rob-
inson Landing waterfront 
project has come to a close, 
EYA, LLC announced in a 
May 17 news release.

“We are thrilled to an-
nounce that Robinson Land-
ing’s 10 Duke St. warehouse 
building will be renovated to 
operate a market and restau-
rant by Alexandria’s Murray 
Bonitt, a custom builder who 
specializes in historic pres-
ervation through adaptive 
re-use,” Evan Goldman, vice 

president of EYA LLC, said 
in a statement. “This fulfills 
our plans for commercial 
space at Robinson Landing 
and further delivers on the 
city’s vision to develop and 
activate the southern anchor 
of Old Town’s waterfront.”

EYA will sell the ware-
house to Bonitt Builders, 
which will work to renovate 
the property. The first floor 
will be a market, which will 
offer residents coffee, pas-
tries and prepared foods as 
well as beer and wine, ac-

cording to the release. The 
rest of the space will be used 
for a casual restaurant.

Bonitt Builders has 
worked on other preserva-
tion and reuse projects in 
Alexandria, including Virtue 
Feed and Grain and the Ma-
jestic Café, according to the 
release.

Robinson Landing is set 
for completion in 2020 and 
will include 26 townhomes 
and 70 condominiums with 
dining and retail options.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Whiskey & Oyster opens  
in Carlyle 

The latest venture of 
Homegrown Restaurant 
Group, Whiskey & Oyster, 
opens at 301 John Carlyle 
St. today. The new seafood 
restaurant will start off 
serving dinner only, begin-

ning at 4 p.m. 
Homegrown Restau-

rant Group, headed by Mike 
Anderson and Bill Black-
burn, operates restaurants 
throughout the Del Ray 
and Carlyle neighborhoods. 

Whiskey & Oyster will join 
Pork Barrell BBQ, The Su-
shi Bar, Holy Cow, Sweet 
Fire Donna’s and Tequila & 
Taco. 

 
-mschrott@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
The mermaid artwork that adorns a wall at the new restaurant was crafted by Torpedo Factory 
artist Chris Erney.
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11TH ANNUAL

Taste  of Del  Ray
SUNDAY, JUNE 2 FROM 1 TO 3 P.M. 
Pat Miller Neighborhood Square and the United Bank parking lot

Eighteen top area restaurants • Unlimited Tastings

For tickets, go to visitdelray.com 

project, according to Direc-
tor of Transportation and 
Environmental Services Yon 
Lambert. The funding will 
go toward additional DASH 
buses, water taxi fare sub-
sidies, street modifications 
and other mitigation mea-
sures, according to Lambert. 

Free WMATA shuttle 
service

The primary WMA-
TA-funded mitigation mea-
sure is a free shuttle service 
between closed stations and 
the Metro stations at Reagan 
National Airport, Crystal 
City and the Pentagon.

Of the five different shut-
tle routes, three are express 
routes with no stops: the 
Huntington-Pentagon Ex-
press, Franconia-Pentagon 
Express and Landmark-Pen-
tagon Express. The direct 
line between Landmark Mall 
and Pentagon Metrorail 
Station was added just last 

week. The remaining two 
shuttles, the Blue Line Shut-
tle and Yellow Line Shuttle, 
will imitate the different 
Metro line routes and stop at 
multiple stations. 

Metro will provide 154 
buses and 300 drivers, ac-
cording to Lambert. Shut-
tles will operate every five 
to 10 minutes from 5:30 to 
9:30 a.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. 
Frequency decreases during 
off-peak hours, and shuttles 
could take up to 15 minutes 
during middays and week-
ends and up to 20 minutes 
after 9:30 p.m.

In addition to the free 
shuttles, WMATA will offer 
enhanced Metrobus service 
on the 10A, 10E, 8Z and 11Y, 
according to a draft of the 
city’s mitigation plan. Most 
significantly, WMATA is 
adding bidirectional midday 
service on the 11Y.  

Enhanced DASH service
One of the city’s travel 

alternatives, which will be 

financed by city and state 
funding, is enhanced DASH 
service.

DASH will be adding ex-
tra weekday trips to the AT3 
and AT4 routes, which has 
service to the Pentagon. 
DASH trips will not be free, 
but the company is planning 
to provide $1 rides to those 
who pay through the mobile 
app. 

The city did a dry run of 
the bus and shuttle routes 
when Metro stations were 
closed the weekend of May 
4 and 5 for pre-construc-
tion activity. Based on the 
dry run, Lambert said the 

city would be encouraging 
travelers to add 30 minutes 
to their normal travel time 
if they plan to use buses or 
shuttles.

“That’s about the time 
difference that we’ve been 
seeing,” Lambert said. “One 
thing that I heard when I 
was riding the shuttles my-
self over the weekend of May 
4 and 5 is how many people 
were commenting that they 
take the speed of Metrorail 
for granted.

“When you take a big 
piece of the existing trans-
portation system out of that 
system, and then you put all 

those people … onto roads 
that already have limited 
capacity, we just need peo-
ple to understand that it’s 
going to be a little bit slower 
than it was, so we’re asking 
for people’s patience and un-
derstanding,” Lambert said. 

Temporary traffic 
changes

In addition to the shut-
tles and buses that will be 
on the roads, a city survey 
asking what transportation 
methods Metro riders would 
use during the shutdown, 
the results of which were 
made public in January, re-
ported that 20 percent of the 
2,535 respondents would ei-
ther drive alone, carpool or 
use ride-share apps.  

To brace for increased 
traffic congestion, the city 
is making a series of tempo-
rary traffic changes.  

“Our focus is going to be 
on the [bus] transit route, 

METRO FROM | 1

SEE METRO | 6

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
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ALEXANDRIA’S NEWEST  
EVENTS SPACE
Weddings

Receptions
Birthdays  

Grad Parties
Team Building

100+ Capacity
World Class A/V
400ft to Metro
Free Parking
Rustic Appeal

5380 Eisenhower Avenue, Building C
Alexandria, VA 22304

FOR INFORMATION AND TOURS:
Kathleen@BuildingMomentum.us

1127 King Street, 

Alexandria, VA  

703.566.5885 

info@ 
serafinoleather.com  

f: serafinoitalianleather 
I: @serafinoleather

but we accept and acknowl-
edge that there will be more 
vehicles on our streets,” 
Lambert said. “That’s the 
reason why we are propos-
ing some of the changes 
that we are proposing, pri-
marily so that we can im-
prove the capacity of the 
street grid.”

One major adjustment 
involves changing HOV re-
quirements on Washing-
ton Street from HOV-2, a 
minimum of two riders, to 
HOV-3, a minimum of three 
riders. Other temporary 
changes include removing 
parking spaces, removing 
“Do not enter” signs on 
Payne and Fayette streets, 
expanding traffic sensors 
and adjusting signals in re-
al-time using traffic camer-
as. 

“We will have the abil-
ity to monitor in real time 
driving conditions on both 
east-west and north-south 
streets throughout the city, 
and we are also dramati-
cally stepping up our co-
ordination with emergen-
cy management,” Lambert 
said. 

Potomac Riverboat 
Company

While most of the city 
and WMATA’s efforts aim 
to ease the inevitable in-
crease in road congestion, 
some mitigation measures 
will get commuters off the 
streets and into the Poto-
mac River.

The Potomac Riverboat 
Company is one business 
that may benefit from the 
shutdown. While the water 
taxi service had previous-
ly been barred from oper-
ating before 9:30 a.m., the 
restriction has been lifted 
to give commuters another 
way to get into Washington 
D.C.

“We always had people 
say, ‘Wow, I wish you op-
erated earlier in the morn-
ing so we could take this 

to work,’” Mary Rinaldo, 
regional vice president of 
Entertainment Cruises Inc., 
said. “For us, it’s a service 
that we would like to be able 
to do permanently, so we 
were willing to jump in and 
do whatever it took to prove 
this was a viable service for 
Alexandria residents.”

During the shutdown, 
Potomac Riverboat Com-
pany will offer discounted 
water taxi rides between 
Alexandria and the Wharf 
during commuting hours. A 
round-trip commuter ticket 
will be $10, half the price 
of an ordinary round-trip 
ticket. They will also offer 
a $199 commuter pass for 
unlimited water taxi rides 
during the shutdown. 

“It’s a really great deal,” 
Rinaldo said. “You can use 
it as many times as you 
want a day, you can use that 
commuter pass seven days 
a week, so really, if you’re 
going to make water tax-
is your way to get to D.C. 
all the time, after three 
months it becomes almost a 
dollar a ride.”

The company has adjust-
ed its schedule to add seven 
water taxi trips departing 
Alexandria between 6:40 
and 9:20 a.m. Each wa-
ter taxi can hold up to 149 
riders. A full schedule is 
available online at www.
potomacriverboatco.com/
commuter-passes/. 

To help transport com-
muters to the waterfront, 
the city has extended the 
King Street trolley hours to 
operate 7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
on weekdays. 

Non-transit alterna-
tives

For those who find the 
transit alternatives too 
time-consuming or incon-
venient, another mitigation 
method the city is encour-
aging is teleworking. 

“Even here at the city, we 
are pushing telework as an 
option,” Lambert said. “We 
are reminding [city employ-

ees] that the city has a very 
solid telework plan in place 
and that as long as people 
establish telework agree-
ments with their supervisor 
it’s something that the city 
is very supportive of.” 

For residents looking to 
remain in the city instead 
of commuting into D.C. or 
surrounding jurisdictions, 
Alexandria offers a variety 
of coworking spaces with 
different memberships and 
amenities. 

Kelly Grant, chief oper-
ating officer of ALX Com-
munity, the coworking 
space on Lee Street, said 
she’s already gotten a lot of 
interest leading up to the 
shutdown. 

“Since the announce-
ment of the Metro closing … 
I have people coming in ev-
ery day and booking mem-
berships,” Grant said. “Em-
ployers are being a lot more 
flexible too, because if a 
commute was already going 
to be bad, why are you go-
ing to force your workforce 
to sit in traffic for an hour 
and a half when they have 
other options? … Employers 
want you to be productive, 
not sitting there in traffic.” 

ALX Community, Nov-
el Coworking Old Town, 
Industrious and other co-
working spaces in Alexan-
dria offer a variety of flex-
ible memberships. 

More information about 
Alexandria’s Metro shut-
down mitigation plan is 
available at www.alexan-
driava.gov/tes under “2019 
Metrorail Platform Im-
provement Project.” Up-
dates on the project itself 
is available at www.wmata.
com/platforms.  

City residents seeking 
trip planning assistance 
can call 703-746-3274 
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. In addition, there will 
be customer service street 
teams at Alexandria Metro 
stations during the first few 
days of the shutdown.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

METRO FROM | 5
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Council approves 
trampoline park, Silver 
Diner, new apartment 
complex

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN 

City council approved 
special use permits for a va-
riety of new businesses rang-
ing from an indoor trampo-
line park to a multi-family 
apartment complex during 
its public hearing on Satur-
day.

Get Air
One of the more notable 

developments to go before 
city council was Get Air, an 
indoor trampoline park pro-
posed for 340 S. Pickett St. 
Of the company’s more than 
80 locations worldwide, the 
Alexandria site would be its 
first in Virginia.

The two-story building 

will feature a trampoline 
park on the ground floor and 
event space on the second 
level. Get Air will share park-
ing with the Trade Center 
Shopping Village.

Mayor Justin Wilson was 
“thrilled to see this use,” but 
questioned staff’s decision to 
limit the applicant’s hours 
of operation and require the 
park to close at midnight. 

“In this case, we noted 
that residential properties 
are immediately to the south, 
building wall to building 
wall, from where the amuse-
ment operation would be 
located,” Principal Planner 
Ann Horowitz said.

Wilson suggested that, 
according to similar uses 
permitted at the site, like 
health clubs, a 24/7 operat-
ing schedule would not be 
out of the ordinary. 

“As far as I can tell, I don’t 

see it as a problem because 
there’s sufficient distance, 
and it is a shopping center, 
and it’s the perfect place for 
something like this,” Coun-
cilor Del Pepper said.

“In speaking with the ap-
plicant, they would certainly 
appreciate the comfort and 
the flexibility of operating 
24 hours if that’s something 
council desires,” Robert 
Brant, the attorney for the 
applicant, said.

Pepper made a motion 
to approve the SUP with the 
removal of the condition 
limiting hours of operation. 
Council approved the motion 
unanimously. This would be 
Get Air’s first 24-hour facility.

Silver Diner
Another SUP application 

for a late-night operation 
that went before city council 
was for a Silver Diner restau-

rant at 4610 King St.
The proposed addition 

to the Silver Diner fran-
chise would be a part of the 
West Alex development, 
a 500,000-square-foot, 
multi-building development 
on the Alexandria/Arlington 
border that includes a mix of 

retail and office uses. 
According to the staff re-

port, Silver Diner would oc-
cupy the north corner of the 
development with 236 indoor 
and 64 outdoor seats for a 
total of 300. The restaurant 

New businesses set to bounce into the city

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Get Air, an indoor trampoline park, is set to be the company’s first  
24-hour facility.

SEE NEW BUSINESS | 11
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marked the team’s third Vir-
ginia Independent Schools 
Athletic Association title in 
four years and seventh title 
in the past decade. 

The girls gained a mea-
sure of revenge over city rival 
Bishop Ireton after losing to 
B.I. in an epic 7-6 overtime 
thriller in last year’s state 
championship game. 

This is the sixth consec-
utive year the Alexandria 
lacrosse powerhouses have 
faced off in the state final. On 
Saturday, the Saints claimed 
just their second victory over 
B.I. in those six champion-
ship contests and their first 
VISAA title since 2016.

The Saints’ 10-6 win 
over B.I. in the state final 
came just a week after SSSAS 
locked down the Independent 
School League title in a 10-7 
game against Georgetown 
Visitation. 

“I haven’t seen them that 
excited in a long time,” SS-

SAS girls’ Head Coach Kathy 
Jenkins said of her players af-
ter Saturday’s game.

Jenkins said that head-
ing into the game, she was 
worried her players were ex-
hausted after the ISL champi-
onship and final exams. See-
ing the team come together in 
the state championship was a 
proud moment for everyone 
involved, Jenkins said.

“I worry about them be-
cause I know they have a lot 
on their plate with academics 
and everything else in their 
lives, but to see them really 
come out and just play within 
themselves and as a team was 
just great,” Jenkins said.

Games between the two 
rivals have been tough in the 
past, Jenkins said. Last year, 
the Saints lost the VISAA 
final to B.I. in a match that 
went into quadruple over-
time.

“A lot of the girls all play 
on the same club teams, so 
they know the girls well,” 
Jenkins said. “I think it’s al-

ways a competitive game. It’s 
never an easy game. They 
know they have to come out 
and play their very best.”

At this year’s champion-
ship game, the Saints came 
on the field strong and, 
throughout the first half, 

showed few signs of slowing 
down. SSSAS led 7-2 at half-
time.

Jenkins and the team put 
a lot of work into analyz-
ing B.I.’s strong defense and 
finding ways to work around 
it, Jenkins said.

“Their defense looked re-
ally good, so we were trying 
to work on ways that we could 
get through their defense and 
get some good shot opportu-
nities,” Jenkins said.

Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

LACROSSE FROM | 1

SEE LACROSSE | 23

PHOTO/KEVIN BURTNETT
The St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 2018-2019 varsity girls’ lacrosse team with the VISAA state  
championship plaque. 
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Activities 
Live Music 

Food 

Fine Arts 

Champagne 

includes building a new track 
and field, a small building to 
provide shelter during light-
ning storms, a parking lot 
and a signaled pedestrian 
crossing on West Braddock 
Road across from the en-
trance to Fort Ward Park.

The new field is a part of 
the school’s long-term cam-
pus redevelopment plans 
and will replace the former 
Hoxton Field, moving the 
site to the northwest part of 
Episcopal’s 132-acre campus. 
Hoxton Field was built in the 
1930s and, since it no longer 
meets regulation standards, 
is rapidly approaching use-
lessness, according to Urban 
Planner Carson Lucarelli. 

The old Hoxton Field site 
will be replaced by dorms, 
according to redevelopment 
plans.

A notable part of the track 
and field project – and the 
aspect that caused the most 
discussion among city coun-
cil members – is the sizable 
deforestation efforts, and the 
ensuing reforestation plan, 
that must take place at the 
heavily wooded northwest 
portion of campus.

To make way for the new 
track and field, Episcopal’s 
overall tree canopy coverage 
would be reduced from 43 to 
41 percent, which remains 
well above the 25 percent 
coverage required by the 
small area plan.

The school’s reforestation 
plan has been ongoing since 
2007 and has resulted in 
more than 300 trees planted. 
The plan also includes main-
taining 1.3 acres of tree cano-
py along West Braddock Road 
and planting a minimum of 
71 trees at the site of the new 
field to replace those that will 
be removed during construc-
tion.

“The school is committed 
to being a good neighbor and 
has come up with a remedia-
tion plan which staff believes 
will help ensure that the site 
[retains] as much of its dense 

wooded character as possi-
ble,” Lucarelli said.

Councilor Del Pepper 
voiced concern that the 
school’s reforestation efforts 
at the proposed site do not 
constitute a one-to-one ratio 
of felled to replanted trees. 

While the 71 tree plant-
ings do not constitute a di-
rect one-to-one ratio to trees 
removed, the overall crown 
coverage of the new trees 
would equal the size of the 
field, according to Lucarelli.

Pepper also questioned 
the size of the trees the ap-
plicant would use to replace 
those being cut down.

“The trees that you’re go-
ing to be cutting down are 
roughly 50 years old I under-
stand, according to pictures 
that were taken 50 years ago 
… now you have these huge 
trees on there,” Pepper said. 
“Are you going to give us 
these little, teeny tiny things, 
and it will take 50 years to 
grow or are we going to have 
something that’s substan-
tial?”

The new plantings would 
most likely be two-and-a-
half inch saplings that would 
take time to grow, accord-
ing to Principal Planner Dirk 
Geratz. 

“It’s actually better to 
plant smaller trees because 
they acclimate themselves 
better to the environment as 
opposed to a tree that’s been 
sitting somewhere else and 
then gets replanted,” Geratz 
said.

The 71 new trees will be 
spaced out to allow the trees 
to create a healthy canopy, 
while plantings will be stag-
gered over time to ensure 
better retention of the forest, 
Geratz said. 

Residents who live across 
the street from the proposed 
site voiced concern during 
the public hearing period 
that the forested buffer be-
tween the street and field 
would be removed.

Duncan Blair, the attor-
ney representing Episcopal, 
responded that the majority 
of the buffer would remain.

“Outside of the limits of 
disturbance, there are not 
plans to clear cut,” Blair said.

Since the new athletic 
field will not be accessible 
by vehicle from the rest of 
the campus, the project also 
involves a curb cut along the 
south side of West Braddock 
Road, adjacent to an exist-
ing DASH bus stop, accord-
ing to the staff report. The 

new cut would align with the 
entrance to Fort Ward Park, 
thereby creating an intersec-
tion along the street.

Episcopal contributed 
$15,000 to fund a new pedes-
trian crossing at the inter-
section. However, Blair said 
school staff disagreed with 
the city on the location of the 
crosswalk.

“We believe that the ap-
propriate location is either 
Early [Street] or now Marl-
boro [Drive], where it is more 
likely people will cross,” Blair 
said.

Councilor Amy Jackson 
also questioned the location 
for the proposed curb cut and 
the resulting signaled pe-
destrian crosswalk on West 
Braddock Road, citing its 
proximity to an already sig-
naled intersection on Howard 
Street.

“Has anyone actually 
been out there and watched 
during an Episcopal foot-
ball game where people are 
crossing?” Jackson said. “Be-
cause they’re still not going 
to cross down by Fort Ward 
Park. They’re going to cross 
at Marlboro [Drive]. That’s 
what happens.”

Jackson also expressed 
concern about parking and 

the impact of parking on ad-
jacent neighborhoods. She 
noted the amount of traffic 
the school will draw since 
the field will host events for 
other city schools, including 
T.C. Williams High School. 
The T.C. field is scheduled to 
undergo a major stadium re-
build beginning this summer.

Pepper put forward a mo-
tion to approve staff’s rec-
ommendation of Episcopal’s 
proposed plan with the re-
quirement that Department 
of Transportation and En-
vironmental Services staff 
provide a traffic analysis 
and update moving forward. 
Council unanimously ap-
proved the motion.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

EPISCOPAL FROM | 1

RENDERING/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Episcopal High School’s new track and field will occupy the northwest corner of campus and require 
significant deforestation and replantings.
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Old Town Festival of 
Speed & Style

An estimated 10,000 visitors enjoyed the balmy 
90 degree weather on Sunday to attend the first 

Old Town Festival of Speed & Style. The event 
featured more than 65 vintage cars, as well as 

a fashion show and pop-ups from the Old Town 
Boutique District. The car show drew such a large 

crowd that the ice cream shops ran out of ice 
cream, according to event chair Rick Myllenbeck. 

Photos by Missy Schrott
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INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING A  
FOSTER PARENT?
We provide training and 24/7 
support to our foster parents!
Anyone over 21 with a stable  
income and room in their 
home for a child can apply!

Reach out to learn more!
703.817.9890
fcsvanow@gmail.com
www.fcsva.org

For Children’s Sake of Virginia is dedicated to 
promoting positive environments for children and 
families that develop trust, stability and independence.

would share parking with the 
rest of the development in a 
two-level underground ga-
rage.

The planning commission 
recommended several condi-
tions to the SUP, including 
extended 24-hour indoor 
dining hours and outdoor 
seating that would be avail-
able to the public during 
non-operating hours and 
winter months.

The latter condition was 
designed to maintain the 
West Alex development’s 
public open space plan. In 
2013, city council approved a 
decrease in the open space of 
the site plan from 40 to 34.6 
percent.

“Staff believes that the 
proposed Silver Diner would 
be a valuable addition to the 
West Alex development, as it 
further diversifies the uses 
on site as well as adds to the 
currently available dining 
options on both King and 
Beauregard streets,” Urban 
Planner Femi Adelakun said.

Councilor Del Pepper ex-
pressed her support of the 
site’s amended 24-hour in-
door operating hours but 
expressed concern that the 
other retail and commercial 
businesses in the building 
could be disturbed. Accord-
ing to Adelakun, the upper 
floors would be dedicated 
to office space and a poten-
tial school, neither of which 
would conflict with Silver 
Diner’s late operating hours.

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
opposed the planning com-
mission’s proposed out-
door seating condition. The 
restaurant’s extensive hours 
of operation would essential-
ly nullify public use as pro-
posed in the SUP, Seifeldein 
said. 

“Either council needs 
to say we’re going to have 
something that’s meaning-
ful, i.e. deny this condition, 
have this be a public use or 
not a public use at all,” Seif-
eldein said. “There’s just no 

in between here.”
While the development 

does have a public plaza in its 
site plan, the outdoor seat-
ing policy was an attempt 
to find balance between an 
applicant that wants out-
door seating for its own use 
and the public open space 
requirements of the site, di-
rector of the Department of 
Planning and Zoning Karl 
Moritz said. 

“Our recommendation 
was to try to apply the King 
Street outdoor dining theory 
to this site where we would 
require the outdoor dining 
to not occur during the win-
ter time, so that it would be 
available to the public and 
sort of have that policy sup-
ported,” Moritz said.

Pepper put forward a 
motion to approve the SUP 
with the planning commis-
sion’s conditions. Seifeldein 
proposed an amendment to 
the motion that would strike 
out the changes to the out-
door seating condition. The 
amendment died for lack of a 
second.

Council approved Pep-
per’s motion unanimously.

Apartments on North 
Beauregard Street

Saturday was not all din-
ers and trampolines for city 
council. A proposed devel-
opment special use permit 
for a multi-family apartment 
complex at 2000 N. Beaure-
gard St. also came before the 

members of council.
The multi-family residen-

tial building would have 300 
units, including five units of 
on-site affordable housing, 

according to the staff report.
During council’s deliber-

ations, two elements of the 
site design – balconies and 
windows – raised concerns 

from staff, the applicant and 
the community.

The community voiced 
concerns prior to the pub-
lic hearing about potential 
noise from the units’ outdoor 
balconies. In response, the 
applicant reduced the num-
ber of balconies in the design 
and agreed to set up signage 
for residents and a dedicated 
telephone hotline for com-
munity members. For some, 
this was not enough.

“The fact is that while the 
phone number is there, there 
still has to be a complaint; 
there still has to be noise and 
disturbances already made,” 
Peter Benavage, chair of the 
Beauregard Design Advisory 
Group, said.

The balconies in the ap-
proved design are 4-by-8 
feet, and the closest balco-
nies to the nearest residence 
are 73 feet away, according to 
the staff report.

Staff and the applicant 
were divided on the window 
design, which led to exten-
sive discussions inside and 
outside of council chambers. 

Staff supported an origi-

Staff believes that the proposed Silver 
Diner would be a valuable addition 
to the West Alex development, as 
it further diversifies the uses on 
site as well as adds to the currently 
available dining options on both 
King and Beauregard streets.”

– Femi Adelakun

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Silver Diner will occupy the ground floor of the West Alexandria development’s north corner site.

NEW BUSINESS FROM | 7

SEE NEW BUSINESS | 25
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Thank you
The T.C. Williams High School Baseball Team wants to thank  

our sponsors for the generous support this season!

Jack Taylor's Alexandria  
Toyota-Scion

Barber's Auto Service

Fairlington Pizza Monterey's Pizza

Politico

Presto Valet

Single Sponsor

Grand Slam Sponsors Triple Sponsors

Saint James  
Methodist Church

Double Sponsor

Dr. Cynthia Durakis

Old Town Smiles

Simpson Development, Inc. Alexandria Times
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CLOSE HOMETO

Ashley and Peter Spencer  
spend 30 years 
personalizing their home
BY MISSY SCHROTT

SEE SPENCER | 14

Ashley Spencer on the staircase she painted in her Old Town 
rowhouse.

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

HOME 
PROFILE

Art and light 
transform  
Old Town 
rowhouse

Ashley and Peter Spencer have spent 30 
years infusing art, light and personality 
into a historic rowhouse in Old Town.

Ashley, originally from New 
Orleans, and Peter, who hails from 
Rhode Island, met while attending the 
University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee. After graduating, Peter 
stopped through Alexandria.
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“He was on his way back 
home after college and 
stopped over to see a friend 
and never left,” Ashley said. 
“I knew I wanted to be here 
with him, and as it just 
turns out, D.C. has some 
incredible opportunities for 
art.”

The two began renting 
in Parkfairfax around the 
same time Ashley, an art 
history major, began work-
ing at the National Gal-
lery of Art. They bought 
their rowhouse on Harvard 
Street – just off of upper 
King Street near the Metro 
– in 1989, a year after their 
first son, Piers, was born. 

They recently learned 
through fire maps and 
newspaper records that 
their row of houses was 
built in the 1920s for Tor-
pedo Factory workers. 

The historic rowhouse is 
tight on space, but what it’s 
lacking in square footage, it 
makes up for in personality. 
Over the last 30 years, the 
Spencers have transformed 
the home through renova-

tions and art.  
The major revamping 

the couple did – a skylight 
above the front stairwell 

and an addition at the back 
of the house – were to bring 
more space and natural 
light into the home. 

“Natural light is key in a 
house. Just being an artist, 
I need light,” Ashley said. 
“[The sunroom] gets the 
morning light back here and 
then the front gets the late 
afternoon light. There’s a 
continuation of light com-
ing in the house, which is 
good, because otherwise it 
would drive me crazy.”

It is Ashley’s artistic side 
that has defined the char-
acter of the home. After the 
birth of their second son, 
Jackson, in 1992, Ashley 
left her job at the Nation-
al Gallery and began doing 
illustration work out of the 
home. She eventually de-
veloped her own decorative 
painting company, Casart, 
which has since expanded 
to selling removable wall 
murals.  

“I started doing murals 
in people’s homes, and then 
I had a lot of people start 
asking me about canvas, 
portable murals,” Ashley 
said. “That’s when I start-
ed Casart Coverings, which 
is a removable and reusable 
wallcovering business. I 
was able to translate a lot 
of those decorative finishes 
and murals into wallcover-
ings that are reusable.”

The Spencers’ home acts 
as an informal gallery of 
Ashley’s murals, wallcov-
erings, painted tiles and 
framed artwork. Each room 
has a distinct personality. 

“A lot of what is in the 
house or about the house is 
Ashley, not me,” Peter said. 
“I just sort of enjoy her eye 
for how things should look 
and things like that.”

Ashley creatively paint-
ed most of the rooms in the 

SUMMER CAMP IS BETTER WITH FRIENDS 

YMCA ALEXANDRIA 703.838.8085 
REGISTER TODAY FOR THE BEST SUMMER EVER 
ymcadc.org/locations/ymca-alexandria/ SEE SPENCER | 15

HOME PROFILE

Natural light is key in a house. 
Just being an artist, I need light.  
... There’s a continuation of light 
coming in the house, which 
is good, because otherwise 
it would drive me crazy.”

– Ashley Spencer

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: Younger guests at the Spencers’ Easter party last month 
helped transform a black and white wallcovering into a vi-
brant, turquoise flower-scape. Above: The Spencers’ home 
sits among a series of rowhouses on Harvard Street.

SPENCER FROM | 13



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MAY 23, 2019 | 15 

house herself.
“I have a mix of differ-

ent styles,” Ashley said. “I 
like to change it up a little 
bit so it’s not just all one 
style, and I think if you dis-
play what you like, then as 
long as the colors kind of 
flow from one room to the 
next, that should be fine. 
It doesn’t have to be one 
theme or one color working 
throughout, for me any-
way.” 

Upon entering the row-
house, visitors are greeted 
with a sunlit stairwell, the 
riser of each step painted to 

form the image of a stream 
flowing through a forest, 
complete with birds and 
butterflies. 

The stream leads to 
the top of the stairs, 
where a hand-painted, ca-
bana-themed bathroom 
awaits. Bright blue stripes 
climb up the walls and 
come together in the illu-
sion of a peak on the ceil-
ing. Seashells, a lacy show-
er curtain and yellow and 
white floor planks complete 
the look.

“I kind of wanted it to 
look like a beach cabana, 
and then I added that fini-
al at the top just to kind of 

give the sense that it was 
holding all the ‘fabric’ up,” 
Ashley said. “And I guess 
what inspired that is I had 
gotten those lace show-
er curtains from Rue de 
France, which is a store that 
started in Rhode Island.”

Down the hall is Ashley’s 
makeshift art studio in her 
son’s former bedroom. One 

wall is dominated by a full-
sized photo of a forest that 
Jackson took in Sewanee, 
while the others are paint-
ed light green.

 “We liked the idea of wa-
ter dripping, so we came up 
with the idea, and I actually 
let him take over and just 
like splatter paint and let 
it drip down,” Ashely said. 

“If he had his druthers, he 
would move to Seattle be-
cause he likes the rain and 
so that’s kind of what in-
spired this. … [It’s] kind of 
like my spa room. It’s all 
light colors and stream-
lined.”

Downstairs, the Spen-

William Christopher
Senior Vice President, NMLS# 298144
direct : (571) 279-6372

Clay Greenway
Senior Vice President, NMLS# 186838 
direct : (571) 279-6373

HELPING MORE HOME BUYERS

Copyright 2019 © The Federal Savings Bank  |  Co. NMLS# 411500  |  All Rights Reserved  |  TheFederalSavingsBank.com

The Federal Savings Bank gives you more access to competitive 
mortgage rates and a full suite of mortgage options.

Express Loan Approval
• Get your mortgage application fully underwritten up front 

and receive a loan commitment from the bank. You’ll then be 
quickly “clear to close” once you find the right home. 

Down Payment Assistance
• Ask us about receiving down payment or closing assistance 

and we   can help identify the programs in your area that you 
qualify for.

TFSB 100
• Let us help remove the barrier of down payment and help 

make your dream of home ownership become reality.

CONTACT US!

320 King St, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314

SEE SPENCER | 16
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PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: A Palladian-style villa adorns the wall of the first-floor bathroom. Middle: Ashley Spencer painted the upstairs bathroom to look like a 
beach cabana. Right: The wall in Ashley’s makeshift art studio is decorated with a photo her son took in Sewanee, Tennessee. 

I have a mix of different styles. 
I like to change it up a little 
bit so it’s not just all one style, 
and I think if you display what 
you like, then as long as the 
colors kind of flow from one 
room to the next, that should 
be fine. It doesn’t have to be 
one theme or one color working 
throughout, for me anyway.”

– Ashley Spencer
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3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

   

Cremation starting at 

$3,295*

Burial starting at 

$4,000**

Whether your family is in need of immediate 
service or interested in planning ahead to  
lock in prices for tomorrow’s needs, your  

Dignity Memorial® provider can help. 

Call today and find out how to celebrate a  
life like no other, beautifully and affordably.

A funeral service should  
be about memories,
not high prices.  

*Cremation includes basic services of the funeral director and staff, transfer 
of remains to the funeral establishment and crematory fees. Crematory fee is 
included. Excludes all merchandise and additional services. Charges may vary 
depending on selections.
**Burial includes basic services of the funeral director and staff, transfer of 
remains to funeral establishment, and transportation of remains to cemetery.  
Price quoted does not include any merchandise, such as casket, or cemetery 
property or services. Prices may vary based on selections. 

DEMAINE FUNERAL HOMES

DignityDCMetro.com

ALEXANDRIA
703-215-3583

SPRINGFIELD
703-436-1841

HOME PROFILE

cers’ living room, kitchen, 
dining room and sunroom 
are filled with artwork and 
souvenirs with special sig-
nificance. On display are 
pieces of art that they’ve 
brought back from trips, 
as well as works that Ash-
ley has inherited from her 
cousins, her aunt and her 
mother. 

“I collect things from 
when I travel pretty much,” 
Ashley said. “I just see what 
I come across. If I’m plan-
ning anything on a trip, 
it’s an experience, getting 
to know the city, walking 
around and getting the fla-
vor of what makes that town 
tick. … I’m not really seek-
ing out art so much, I like to 
discover it as it happens.” 

The main floor also has 
a lot of Ashley’s painting 
and illustration work. 

The sunroom features a 
Casart Covering of a giant 
artichoke, while a bath-
room mural imitates a Pal-
ladian-style villa. Since the 
kitchen has no windows, 
Ashley recreated the view 
from the kitchen in her 
childhood home in New 
Orleans in painted win-
dows. In the dining room, 
a hand-lettered quote from 
Dante’s “Paradiso,” runs 
along the ceiling.

“We had some friends 
over for dinner, and we 
were thinking of something 
to put up on the ceiling,” 
Peter said. “We broke out 
our copies of Dante and 
were just looking for a par-
ticularly good quote.”

The Italian quote they 
chose reads in English: 
“Overcoming me with the 
light of her smile, she said 
to me: ‘Turn now, and lis-
ten, for not only in my eyes 
is Paradise.’”

The Spencers’ furniture 
collection is a combination 
of pieces they’ve purchased 

SPENCER FROM | 15

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: A colorful armoire in the Spencers’ sunroom was one of the first pieces of 
furniture they purchased. Middle: The artichoke illustration in the sunroom is one 
of the removable wallcoverings Ashley designed for her business, Casart Coverings. 
Right: The wall in the second-floor hallway is decorated with a mismatch of artwork, 
including a print from the National Gallery of Art and a mask from New Orleans.
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

new, inherited and found at 
thrift and antique shops. A 
colorful armoire in the sun-
room was one of their first 
purchases. 

“We don’t have any big 
entry closet when you walk 
in, so it’s a replica of a Da-
cha armoire, so on either 
side, you can open it up and 
you can hang coats if you 
need to,” Ashley said. 

While at times when their 
boys were growing up the 
rowhouse felt small, Ashley 
and Peter said it’s now the 
perfect size for them.

“With two boys here, 
it was always tight,” Ash-
ley said. “Now that they’re 
gone, it’s great. Peter and I 
enjoy the space. And we love 
living here, that we can just 
walk down the street, and if 
we don’t have anything for 
dinner, we just walk down 
the street and get some-
thing. It’s so nice to be so 
close to everything.”

“You have the location,” 
Peter said. “That part of 
Alexandria from Route 1 to 
the west, has really blos-
somed in the last 15 years.”

A combination of falling 
in love with the location 
and infusing their style into 
the home has led the Spen-
cers to call Harvard Street 
their forever home.

“If you’d asked us back in 
1992, ‘Do you think you’ll 
still be there in 2019?’ I 
don’t think we would’ve 
said, ‘Yes,’ and … few peo-
ple say that, think that far 
ahead,” Peter said. 

“The longer you live in a 
place, the more you invest 
into making it your own,” 
Ashley said. “So as you do 
that, you, kind of, you don’t 
want to necessarily give it 
up. Even to get more space 
if you move further out 
[from Old Town], you don’t 
have the charm it seems in 
some of these places.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com 

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: A colorful armoire in the Spencers’ sunroom was one of the first pieces of 
furniture they purchased. Middle: The artichoke illustration in the sunroom is one 
of the removable wallcoverings Ashley designed for her business, Casart Coverings. 
Right: The wall in the second-floor hallway is decorated with a mismatch of artwork, 
including a print from the National Gallery of Art and a mask from New Orleans.
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Alexandria
Aces since 2008

alexandriaaces.com

The Alexandria Aces

Home games are held at Frank Mann Field
3700 Commonwealth Ave. Alexandria, VA 22205

Alexandria_Aces AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces

sponsor
We are looking for sponsors for our Summer 
2019 season! In return for your sponsorship, 

you’ll receive advertising benefits such as: 
• Official announcement of sponsorship between 

innings at all Aces home games

• Inclusion on sponsor list, distributed at all games

• FREE employee admission to all home games

Contact Sara Berset, General Manager,  
at SbersetGM@gmail.com for more information

join us
For our home opener

June 4th: Aces vs. DC Grays, 6:30 p.m.

Spring Inspections  
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

REAL 
TALK

BY ANN DUFF

We live private lives the 
way we choose to, and if 
the toothpaste tube is left 
out or the sofa cushions are 
lumpy, so be it. But when 
your house is on the market, 
the rules change.

You will feel it first when 
the photographer comes 
over before the house or 
condo is launched. Your 
realtor will direct some in-
stant decluttering, hiding 
extraneous pillows, ditch-
ing those oh-so-popular 
throws or moving the one 
green plant from room-to-
room and shot-to-shot.

Soon, potential buyers 
will be touring. Ask yourself 
how much they really need 
to know about your life. 
Pretend you are a strang-
er looking at the house for 

the first time. Are you dis-
tracted by the overloaded 
refrigerator door? Are there 
photos of you with any past 
or present U.S. president? Is 
your checkbook and stack of 
bills on full display? Do you 
always have to warn people 
about the trip hazard that 
is the almost-invisible step 
into the family room?

This sounds like clean-
ing, but it is more than that. 
Opening up the buyers’ 
imagination to how they 
could live in the home is 
important. If every surface 
is covered in your personal 
touches, they might not be 
able to picture their own 
Thanksgiving in the home. 
And, if every surface is full, 
the rooms will seem small-
er than they are. You could 

Sharing your most prized 
possession with the world

Name: Ann Duff

Company:  

McEnearney Associates

Bio: The writer is a 

realtor with McEnearney 

Associates, Inc. An Arlington 

native and Alexandria 

resident, Duff began her 

career in corporate public 

affairs before changing 

years ago to selling and 

leasing properties in Virginia, 

D.C. and Maryland.

SEE REAL TALK | 20

FILE PHOTO
Staging a house is more than cleaning up — it’s opening up the buyers’ imagination to how they could 
live in this home. 
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HOME OF THE WEEK

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!
Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!

This well-built home boasts 
vaulted ceilings, lots of 
windows plus updated 

kitchen and baths.  The flat 
yard is well landscaped and 
provides perfect play areas.

PHOTOS/ JESSICA OVERCASH

Address: 709 Grand View Drive
Price: $1,025,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4.5
Levels: 3
Parking: Driveway
Neighborhood: Beverley Hills
Listing Agent: Diann Hicks Carlson
703-628-2400, Weichert Old Town

AT A GLANCE

lose almost a foot if the 
bookcase is so full it doesn’t 
have any gaps showing the 
depth of the space.

So close your comput-
ers, move the diplomas and 
trophies, stash the medica-
tions and clear some photos 
off of the mantle – not to 
take away your personali-
ty, but to maintain focus on 
the house instead.  

Next, leave. If you are 
tempted to stay and chat 
with the potential purchas-
ers, don’t.  They’ll learn 
about the hidden path to the 
neighboring park, the best 
commuting route or the ec-

centricities of the neighbors 
later. In fact, if you can, re-
ally leave and go on a trip 
with a Wi-Fi connection.

You’ll also want to con-
sider a long-weekend away 
for your pets. A dog’s job is 
to protect your home with 
noise – though many just 
sleep and eat, like mine 
– and the barking makes 
the rooms seem smaller or 
off-limits. Many potential 
buyers are also allergic to 
dogs and cats.  

When people look at your 
home, you don’t want them 
to fall down. People fall; it’s 
a fact of life, and since they 
don’t know the complexities 
of your home, put in extra 

effort to make sure they 
don’t trip. Put in a handrail, 
highlight that tricky transi-
tion to the family room or 
add some extra lighting on 
the stairs to the basement.

Finally, you never want 
to apologize for anything 
not working, so consider 
doing a pre-listing, walk-
and-talk home inspection. 
Make it more of a consul-
tation with a professional, 
without a written report or 
photos, to see what might 
need fixing.  

So take a deep breath, 
go put the toothpaste away 
and brag about your practi-
cally perfect prize, ready for 
its new owner.

REAL TALK

REAL TALK FROM | 18

COURTESY PHOTO
Consider doing a pre-listing consultation inspection with a profes-
sional and fix what needs to be corrected. You don’t want to apolo-
gize for anything not working. 

Welcome home to Bever-
ley Hills, one of Alexandria’s 
most attractive and conve-
nient neighborhoods. Close 
to downtown D.C., this well-
loved and time-honored area 
boasts homes solidly built in 
the 1940s.

Grand View Drive sits atop 
a hill and is ideally located a 
block from “The Pit,” the ar-
ea’s cherished playground.

Inside this wonder-
ful home, find a fantastic 
addition, designed by a local 
architect, which has expand-
ed and updated the original 
structure. Handsome hard-
wood flooring, vaulted ceil-
ings and upgraded baths and 
kitchen blend seamlessly to 
incorporate old and new fea-
tures. 

The well landscaped, flat 
front and back yards provide 
perfect play areas.

For those in search 
of a great location and a 
well-constructed home with 
outstanding attributes, look 
no further than Beverley 
Hills.

Charming, renovated home in Beverley Hills
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ARTS
‘Richard iii’
Synetic Theater’s wordless production of “Richard iii” plays 
with light, sound and technology  |   Page 22

TimesLiving

CALENDAR
May events
Take a tour of Alexandria’s Civil War sites, attend a jazz festival, 
celebrate LGBTQ pride and more  |   Page 24

LIFE WELL LIVED

BY MARA BENNER

Acupuncture, a 
4,000-year-old healing mo-
dality, has had a significant 
resurgence as consumers 
and healthcare providers 
seek new ways to approach 
everything from the opioid 
epidemic to fertility issues.  

A recent National 
Health Interview Survey 
study found that more than 
14 million Americans have 
tried acupuncture, and that 
number is growing fast. To 
keep up with the demand 
and efficacy of the services, 
some healthcare insurance 
companies are providing 
reimbursement for acu-
puncture. 

Despite its populari-
ty, many people shy away 
from seeking acupuncture 
services because they are 
unsure how it might help, 
they are skittish about the 
use of needles or they think 
it requires a doctor’s order. 
Here is what you need to 
know:

The benefits  
of acupuncture 

Casey Corridan, with the 
Alexandria Acupuncture 
Center, has been offering 
acupuncture and herbal med-
icine remedies for 11 years.  

“While I was study-
ing and working in the 
field of psychology, I was 
faced with my own person-

al health issues,” Corri-
dan said. “I decided to try 
acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine as an alterna-
tive to medications. I loved 
how acupuncture included 
physical medicine, touch 
and energy work along with 
emotional support to heal a 
patient.”  

Corridan decided to pur-

sue a three-year master’s 
program in traditional Chi-
nese medicine that provid-
ed education and training 
in acupuncture and herbal 
medicine. She now special-
izes in women’s health with 
a specific focus on issues 
including fertility, meno-
pause, hormonal imbalanc-
es, fibroids and cysts. She 

offers acupuncture to cli-
ents of all ages, from teens 
to seniors. 

“There is a long list by 
the National Institute for 
Health that has identified 
over 40 conditions well 
suited for acupuncture in-
cluding pain,” Corridan 
said. “Each person receives 
a tailored treatment plan, 
using different points and 
needling methods to help 
them find relief. Most peo-
ple report that acupuncture 
feels extremely relaxing.”  

While people often go 
to Corridan for help with 
a specific health issue, she 
said acupuncture is also 
meant to be used as a pre-
vention technique. The 
practice has had proven 
success with harmonizing 
the whole body when prac-
titioners work to bring ex-
cessive or deficient organ 
systems back into balance.

Corridan said acupunc-
ture has withstood the 
test of time as an effec-
tive, non-pharmacolog-
ical healing technique. 
It also does not require a 
doctor’s orders, although 
Corrian advised informing 
your physician. She also  
recommended discussing 

Acupuncture harmonizes body, mind and spirit

MARA BENNER

FILE PHOTO
According to the National Institutes of Health, there are more than 40 
conditions that can be helped by using acupuncture, including pain.  

SEE ACUPUNCTURE | 23
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A fox on the fairway                      6/8-6/29

A charmingly madcap 
adventure about love, life, and 
man’s eternal love affair with 
… golf. Filled with mistaken 
identities, slamming doors and 
romantic missteps, this furious 
paced comedy recalls the best 
of the Marx Brothers’ classics.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Invites to you to 

TEE OFF TO END 
HOMELESSNESS

Join us at TopGolf Alexandria for a fun-filled af-
ternoon of supporting families in need filled with 
great food, open bar (beer and wine), prizes, and 

mingling with other Community Lodgings sup-
porters. All skill levels are welcome! We even have 

a Mix & Mingle package for non-golfers!

All proceeds will benefit Community Lodgings 
and our efforts to help lift families from 

homelessness and instability to independence 
and self-sufficiency.

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!
Email sfitzpatrick@community-lodgings.org

or call 703-549-4407 for details.

Go to www.communitylodgings.org to register!

Date: Sunday, June 2, 2019
Time: 2pm - 5pm
Location: TopGolf Alexandria
6625 S. Van Dorn St.
Alexandria, VA 22315

Synetic Theater 
presents wordless, 
multi-media  
production
 

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Artistic Director Paa-
ta Tsikurishvili calls this 
“Richard iii” the most chal-
lenging production ever.  

That may well be an un-
derstatement, because since 
the Synetic Theater’s in-
ception nearly 20 years ago, 
it has consistently broken 
ranks with theatrical ste-
reotypes through unparal-
leled, highly creative pro-
ductions.  

For his vision of Shake-
speare’s “Richard iii” 
(note the lower case “I”), 

Tsikurishvili returns to 
the company’s “wordless 
Shakespeare.” It is the 14th 
performance Synetic The-
ater has employed this silent 
technique to ground-break-
ing effect, but it’s the first 
time it has been used to cre-
ate a new storytelling style 
wherein disembodied voices 
occasionally speak by video 
projection to help ground 
the plot.

Magnified by a power-
ful surround sound system 
to background Richard’s 
murderous reign, this pro-
duction becomes a virtual, 
multi-media, full-on tech-
no experience that is eerily 
bloodless.

After a serious battle 
injury and subsequent re-

construction, Richard ac-
customs himself to his new 
cyber body by using controls 
implanted into his robotic 
arm. Using digital combat 
technology, he is able to 
kill all 13 of his victims by 
projecting them onto giant 
touchscreens where he can 
then drag and drop their 
images, effectively vapor-
izing them.  I’ll skip the 
plot synopsis – that’s what 
CliffsNotes are for – but you 
can easily follow through 
the continuous video pro-
jections, as well as the per-
formers’ interactions, as 
Richard evolves into the 
cruel, soulless monster he 
has been programmed to be. 

Shakespeare and technology 
collide in ‘Richard iii’

PHOTO/ BRITTANY DILIBERTO
Alex Mills as Richard in Synetic Theater’s modern, tech-filled production of “Richard iii.”  

SEE RICHARD III | 23
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any hesitation or concerns 
about the acupuncture 
needles with your doctor. 

How to choose  
a practitioner

In the Alexandria area, 
there are more than 20 
acupuncturists, with even 
more located throughout 
the D.C. region. 

To help you consider 
acupuncture for preven-
tion, healing and well-
ness, the National Insti-
tute of Health’s National 
Center for Complementa-
ry and Integrative Health 
provides the following 
recommendations:

Don’t use acupunc-
ture to postpone seeing a 
healthcare provider about 
a health problem.

If you decide to visit an 
acupuncturist, check his 
or her credentials. Most 
states require a license, 
certification or registra-
tion to practice acupunc-
ture; however, education 
and training standards 
and requirements for ob-

taining these vary from 
state to state. Although 
a license does not ensure 
quality of care, it does 
indicate that the prac-
titioner meets certain 
standards regarding the 
knowledge and use of acu-
puncture. 

Some convention-
al medical practitioners 
– including physicians 
and dentists – practice 
acupuncture. In addi-
tion, national acupunc-
ture organizations may 
provide referrals to acu-
puncturists. For instance, 
the NCCAOM has a data-
base of more than 17,000 
board-certified acupunc-
turists. When considering 
practitioners, ask about 
their training, experience 
and expertise.

Ask the practitioner 
about the estimated num-
ber of treatments needed 
and how much each treat-
ment will cost. Some in-
surance companies may 
cover the costs of acu-
puncture, while others 
may not. See NIH-NCCIH’s 
website, www.nccih.nih.

gov, for more information.
Help your healthcare 

providers give you better 
coordinated and safe care 
by telling them about all 
the health approaches 
you use. Give them a full 
picture of what you do to 
manage your health.

Corridan also rec-
ommends asking the 
acupuncturist for a 
complimentary phone 
consultation prior to your 
first session. You should 
also read reviews and pay 
close attention to com-
ments that have a com-
mon theme – positive or 
negative – regarding the 
practitioner.

Mara Benner is the 
founder of Four Directions 

Wellness, intuitively 
connecting body, mind, 

emotions and spirit.  The 
organization is affiliated 

with the GW Center for 
Integrative Medicine and 

offers individual sessions, 
classes and consulting. 

Learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.

ACUPUNCTURE FROM | 21

NOW OPEN!

somatus.com • (703) 721-8075

Somatus Kidney Care Center
at Inova Mt. Vernon
Experience a new level of comfort, 
quality, and care during treatments.

Emotionally disconnect-
ed, his Orwellian rampage 
continues. No one is spared 
– not his cohorts, nor his 
royal family. In Tsikurish-
vili’s futuristic world of cy-
borgs, zombies and warrior 
droids, Richard is a far more 
efficient killer than Shake-
speare could ever have 
imagined.  

“Deformed, unfinished 
… I am determined to prove 
a villain,” Richard asserts.  

As we have come to 
expect from this Geor-
gian troupe’s dazzling 
performances, there are 
mind-blowing displays of 
sheer physicality, intricate-
ly choreographed danc-
es, gravity-defying fights, 
touches of wry humor (the 
Duke of Buckingham vapes 
marijuana), as well as clas-
sic pantomime. These are 
award-worthy performanc-
es by Alex Mills as Richard, 
Phillip Fletcher as King Ed-
ward and Irina Tsikurishvili 
as Queen Elizabeth. 

Artistically brilliant, vi-
sually riveting and provoc-
ative. A five-star produc-
tion with a flawless cast.

Directed by Paata Tsi-

kurishvili, choreography 
by Irina Tsikurishvili, res-
ident composer Konstan-
tine Lortkipanidze, scenic 
and multimedia design by 
Tennessee Dixon, adapt-
ed by Nathan Weinberger, 
lighting design by Brian S. 
Allard, costume designs by 
Erik Teague, sound design 
by Thomas Sowers, video 
producer and editor Scott 
Brown.

Jordan Wright writes about 
food, spirits, travel, theatre 

and culture. Visit her website 
at www. whiskandquill.com 

or email her at Jordan@ 
WhiskandQuill.com.

In the second half, B.I. 
fought back against the 
Saints’ patient offense and 
lockdown defense.

“We faced a strong, well-
coached team from St. Ste-
phen’s,” B.I. Head Coach Rick 
Sofield said in a statement. 
“We didn’t have a good start 
and were unable to get any 
momentum going against 
their patient offense. I’m 
proud of the way the girls 
fought until the end and wish 
we could’ve had a better fin-
ish to our seniors’ high school 
careers.”

The Saints received four 
goals from senior Christina 
Cavallo and seven saves from 
senior goalie Emma Bradley.

The state championship 
marks the end of eight SS-
SAS senior girls’ high school 
careers and a major mile-
stone for Jenkins. The team’s 
VISAA quarterfinal win on 
May 14 marked Jenkins 800th 
career win as head coach of 
the team. After starting the 
team in 1976, Jenkins has 
been coaching for 43 years. 

“I don’t really even think 
about it,” Jenkins said. “It’s 
something that’s great, but 
it’s happened because I’ve 
had great teams and the girls 
have bought into my system 
or my type of program. … It’s 
really been them and my as-
sistant coaches helping me 
along the way. It’s really a 
family.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

LACROSSE FROM | 8

RICHARD III FROM | 22

Run dates: Through 

June 16

Location:  

Synetic Theater, 

1800 S. Bell St., 

Arlington, VA 22202

Tickets and information: 

synetictheater.org/

event_pages/richard-iii 

or call 800-494-8497
 

IF YOU GO
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LECTURE: WHY OLD PLACES 
MATTER Tom Mayes, vice president 
and senior counsel at the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, 
discusses his new book “Why Old 
Places Matter.” Although people 
often feel very deeply about the 
old places of their lives, they often 
don’t have the words to express why. 
Mayes’ book creates this narrative 
through evocative words and 
beautiful imagery.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

MAY 25

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Come along for a guided walking 

tour of Civil War sites in Historic Old 
Town. Participants will see locations 
and stories associated with soldiers, 
citizens and the enslaved, including 
the occupation of Alexandria and 
emancipation. The tour will last 
approximately two hours and the tour 
route is approximately 1.75 miles, so 
participants are encouraged to wear 
comfortable shoes and bring water.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

RIVERSHED RUN AND 
ALL-AMERICAN MEMORIAL 
DAY PARTY Kick off the long 
weekend with a fast and flat run that 
starts in urban Alexandria, cools 
down through beautiful Cameron 
Run Park and finishes at the Port City 
Brewery. After the 5k, plan to stay 
for the ultimate Virginia Memorial 

Day BBQ: live bluegrass all afternoon 
plus all American food trucks with a 
pig roast, burgers and apple pie.
Time: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Start line is at 2025 
Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.
greatamericanbreweryraces.com

MAY 27

42ND ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
JAZZ FESTIVAL The 42nd Annual 
Alexandria Jazz Festival will feature a 
variety of talented musicians offering 
diverse styles of jazz, including the 
U.S. Army Blues, VERONNEAU, Dave 
Kline Band and Good Shot Judy. 
Festival attendees are invited to bring 
lawn chairs and blankets. Food will 
be available for purchase, or you can 
pack a picnic.
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1A Prince 
St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
recreation

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
RIDE Start off Memorial Day with 
a bike ride to sites associated with 
Alexandria’s African-American history. 
Learn about Benjamin Banneker, 
considered the “first black man of 
science.” See the Freedom House 
Museum, where one of the country’s 
largest slave-trading companies used 
to operate. Honor the sacrifices of the 
African-American soldiers buried in 
Alexandria National Cemetery.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Jones Point Park
Information: liu.josephine@gmail.com

MAY 29

SENIOR HEALTH AND FITNESS 
FAIR This annual Health and Fitness 
Fair is sponsored by the City’s Suc-
cessful Aging Committee and will fea-
ture a discussion from Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital about how to maintain 
a healthy weight as we age, and good 
nutrition tips.  Breakout sessions 
follow with a cooking demonstration 
from Brandywine Assisted Living’s 
chef, healthy screening for blood 
pressure and glaucoma as well as 
fitness programs including tai-chi.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: 1108 Jefferson St.
Information: www.eventbrite.com/e/
senior-health-and-fitness-fair-
tickets-58746309794

JUNE 1

FACTORY FLOW: A HEALTHY 
ARTS SERIES On the first Saturday 
of every month, find inner peace and 
creativity with this early-morning se-
ries. It’s a lovely way to start the day, 
focused on art, health and imagina-
tion. Sessions feature sound artists, 
yoga teachers, dance instructors and 
more.
Time: 8 to 8:30 a.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

D-DAY 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
COMMEMORATION Commemo-
rate the 75th anniversary of D-Day 
as the City of Alexandria celebrates 
American and French cultures and 
U.S. military history, in partnership 
with the Alexandria-Caen Sister Cities 
Committee. The program will include 
WWII reenactors, a paint-and-sip 
station from Wine and Design (ticket 
required), history booths, a French 
market and wine garden, live 1940s 
swing music and dancers as well as 
a fife and drum corps. Children are 
encouraged to attend, and admission 
is free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/gads-
bystavern

PRIDE NIGHT AT PORT CITY 
BREWING COMPANY Kick off 
Pride Month at Port City Brewing 
Company and celebrate Alexandria’s 
diverse community with the Alexan-
dria-Arlington Gay and Lesbian Alli-
ance. Enjoy musical entertainment, 
outdoor games and activities along 
with featured artists from the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center, topped off with a 
drag show. A portion of all sales from 
the night will be donated to support 
AGLA’s mission to improve the quality 
of life and meet the needs of the 
LGBTQ community and allies. 
Time: Noon to 11 p.m.
Location: 3950 Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.portcitybrewing.
com

WINE ON THE WATER Enjoy 
exceptional wines and delicious char-
cuterie, fabulous silent auction items 
and the sound of live steel drums all 
with spectacular views of the Poto-
mac River and the nation’s capital. 
All proceeds benefit the Alexandria 
Seaport Foundation which provides 
career, life and educational skills to 
young people in need of direction 
through adult mentoring and the 
craft of wooden boat building.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 44 Canal Center, 5th floor 
balcony
Information: www.
alexandriaseaport.org

JUNE 2

11TH ANNUAL TASTE OF DEL 
RAY FOOD FESTIVAL Mark your 
calendars, cleanse your palates and 
prepare to sample menu favorites 
from award-winning restaurants at 
the 11th Annual Taste of Del Ray. Top 
neighborhood restaurants will par-
ticipate in this delicious competition. 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for 
children.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue in 
Del Ray
Information: www.visitdelray.com

TEE OFF TO END HOMELESS-
NESS FUNDRAISER Community 
Lodgings is hosting its Tee Off To End 
Homelessness FUNdraiser. Tickets 
can be purchased on EventBrite 

and donations are accepted for 
individuals who are unable to attend. 
All skill levels are welcome, and a 
Mix & Mingle package is available for 
non-golfers. The event will include 
food, open bar and prizes.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: TopGolf Alexandria, 6625 
Van Dorn St.
Information: https://bit.ly/2GQusrP

LIGHT EXISTS: SMALL CREA-
TURES DANCE PROJECT In 
response to the exhibition “Lyr-
ical Flight” by Barbara Janusz-
kiewicz, Small Creatures Dance 
Project will debut some original 
choreography alongside improvised 
pieces, all thoughtfully composed in 
relationship to the visual art found 
in “Lyrical Flight.” Inspired by the 
artist’s words and paintings, Small 
Creatures Dance Project creates a 
movement tableau that exists in con-
cert with the exhibit. Guitarist and 
composer Mark Charles Smith joins 
the company playing both composi-
tions and improvisations.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

JUNE 6

ALX PRIDE 2019 MIX AND MIN-
GLE In honor of the start of Capital 
Pride in the DC/Maryland/Virginia 
area and the 30th anniversary of the 
City of Alexandria’s support of Pride 
Month, come to a special mix and 
mingle. Stop by for music in the Grand 
Hall, drinks and snacks and open 
artist studios and projects, includ-
ing a pride selfie station. Proceeds 
go to benefit NOVA Pride, Northern 
Virginia’s fastest growing LGBTQIA or-
ganization, with a mission to educate, 
advocate and celebrate in service to 
the LGBTQIA community in the area.
Time:  7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 105 N. Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org

NOTES OF COLOR: WASH-
INGTON SCULPTORS GROUP 
EXHIBITION The Washington 
Sculptors Group, in partnership with 
the Athenaeum and the Northern 
Virginia Fine Arts Association pres-
ents “Notes of Color,” juried by Mollie 
Berger Salah, assistant curator at the 
Department of Drawings and Prints, 
National Gallery of Art. 
“Notes of Color” explores the ma-
terials of both the painter and the 
sculptor as inspired by the unique 
multi-media practice of renowned 
D.C.-area artist Hilda Shapiro Thorpe. 
The exhibit is open from June 6 to 
July 21.
Time: Thursday through Sunday, noon 
to 4 p.m.
Location: 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

PRIDE AT THE DOG PARK Four-
legged friends can celebrate Pride 
Month in style with rainbow bow ties, 
collars and flower bows from The Dog 

CALENDAR

Port City Profile

Wine Gallery 108 is a 
boutique market in Old 
Town Alexandria that of-
fers fine wine, craft beer, 
gourmet food items, local 
art and hand-crafted gifts. 

Wine Gallery 108 hosts 
a number of events each 
week, including weekly 
tastings on Fridays from 
5 to 7 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 2 to 5 p.m. 

Their wine club hosts 
wine pick-up events and 
tastings the last Sunday 
of every month. And don’t 
miss their “Wine 101 @ 
108” wine classes each 
month. 

Sign up to receive 
e-mails, or visit their web-
site, www.alturawinegour-
met.com, to learn about up-
coming events and tastings. 

AT A GLANCE
Location: 108 N. Patrick St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Founder:  

Lisa Katic, RD, CSW
Year opened: 2017 
Type of business: Wine 

shop and art gallery
Hours of operation:  Mon-

day and Tuesday: 4 to 8 
p.m.; Wednesday through 
Saturday: Noon to 8 p.m.; 
Sunday: Noon to 5 p.m.

Contact: 703-549-9463
 lisa@winegallery108.com
 www.winegallery108.com  

Wine Gallery 108

website: www.winegallery108.com
SEE CALENDAR | 25
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Park. The boutique will also be selling 
LGBTQ-friendly pawprint magnets for 
pup owners.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: 705 King St.
Information: www.thedogparkva.biz

JUNE 7

ART ON TAP Enjoy local craft beers, 
original artwork and amazing food at 
The Art League’s annual Art on Tap. 
Craft beers from local breweries have 
been artfully paired with selected 
artwork. Local restaurants have cho-
sen a brew/artwork coupling to serve 
as their muse to create the perfect 
complementary appetizer.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Art League, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: gallery@theartleague.org

LENA SEIKALY AT THE CARLYLE 
CLUB Join acclaimed DC-area vocal-
ist Lena Seikaly and award-winning 
jazz guitarist Steve Herberman in a 
tuneful tribute to female lyricists and 
composers of Broadway, Hollywood 
and jazz. Accompanied by legendary 
drummer Frank Russo and virtuoso 
bassist Eric Harper, Lena and Steve 
perform works with lyrics or melodies 
by Peggy Lee, Billie Holiday, Dorothy 
Fields, Betty Comden and other wom-
an songwriters who helped make the 
Great American Songbook. 
Time: 8 to 10 p.m.
Location: Carlyle Club, 2050 
Ballenger Ave.
Information: www.thecarlyleclub.com

JUNE 8

SOUND MEDITATION Using crystal 
and Tibetan bowls, instructor Dante 
Baker will lead a soothing asana and 
breathwork class to prepare the body 
for sound meditation. In the last hour, 
Baker will conclude with a sooth-
ing and unique exploration of the 
chakra energy points through sound 
vibration.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

JUNE 9

FACETIME WITH HISTORY: 
THOMAS JEFFERSON Facetime 
with History is an ongoing series 
giving today’s museum guests time 
to spend with people from the past 
in an informal setting, much like 
meeting at the tavern to catch up 
with friends. This month join former 
President Thomas Jefferson, as he 
discusses his retirement and current 
projects.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

FUNNY WOMEN OF A CERTAIN 
AGE Funny Women of a Certain 
Age is a show straight from the 
unfettered mouths and uninhib-
ited minds of the funniest, most 
daring, most experienced people in 
comedy: the women that have seen 
it all. They’ve raised children both 
on and off the road with big hairy 
club bouncers cradling their babies 
while onstage. These women have 

stayed in comedy condos where you 
don’t want to use a blacklight on 
anything. They’ve been told women 
aren’t funny and asked to trade sex-
ual favors for work. They have a lot 
to say, and they say it hysterically.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.birchmere.com

IRON CODE #57

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

nal design plan that includ-
ed larger windows with two 
window mullions, or vertical 
bars between the windows’ 
panes of glass. The appli-
cant supported the revised 
design plan – the plan that 
went before council on Satur-
day – which included smaller 
windows with one mullion. 
The planning commission 
disagreed with staff’s evalua-
tion and approved the revised 
design.

“We found this change 
negatively impacted the over-
all building design and mini-
mized the previously strong 

vertical emphasis created by 
the windows,” Urban Planner 
Sarah Brandt-Vorel said.

The applicant’s opinion 
was based on cost, Jonathan 
Rak, the attorney for the ap-
plicant, said. 

“This issue of the window 
mullions is a million-dollar 
issue,” Rak said. “It’s surpris-
ing that it is, but apparently 
it’s a lot more labor to install 
multiple panes, so this is re-
ally significant in terms of 
our ability to move forward.”

The cost of the original 
window design would amount 
to 2.5 percent of the overall 
construction, Rak said.

Eventually, staff and the 

applicant took the conversa-
tion outside council cham-
bers and returned later in the 
public hearing with a com-
promise. 

Based on the compromise, 
council added a condition to 
the DSUP requiring that the 
applicant “continue to work 
with staff to identify a de-
sign for the windows that is 
consistent with the intent of 
the approved window design 
per [the original window de-
sign].”

Per a request from Wilson 
and Pepper, council also add-
ed a condition guaranteeing 
that if the rental units con-
vert to condominiums in the 

future, the affordable hous-
ing units would remain.

Pepper proposed a motion 
to approve the DSUP with 
both additional conditions. 
Council approved the motion 
unanimously.

Council also unanimous-
ly approved a DSUP for an 
extension to the proposed 
Towne Motel on North Wash-
ington Street. The site must 
now have at least 33 parking 
spaces in its underground ga-
rage and will operate a valet 
service for six months after 
which there will be an assess-
ment to determine whether 
the service will continue.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor: 
Alexandria’s Potomac Yard Metro Sta-

tion Alternative B is yet another example 
of the widespread gentrification and tax-
base aggrandizement that is erasing exist-
ing communities and the natural environ-
ment throughout Alexandria and the D.C. 
region. Moreover, Alexandria’s Alterna-
tive B is the worst choice of practicable al-
ternatives for the proposed Metro station, 
easily shown to be the most environmen-
tally damaging of any to be considered.

Many letters were recently sent to fed-
eral and state regulatory agencies provid-
ing ample reasons to deny on sound legal 
standing Alexandria’s 404 permit appli-
cation for Alternative B.  Not to worry, 
though, there are several quality, viable 
alternatives that do not destroy irreplace-
able wetlands, thriving wildlife, estab-
lished communities and scenic landscape 
– yet allow for the construction of a Metro 
station at Potomac Yard.  

Alternative B, however, is absolute-

ly not an acceptable option because the 
environmental costs are far too high and 
the legal risks to regulatory agencies too 
great. For example, approving Alternative 
B would run afoul of NEPA and other reg-
ulations and safeguards, exposing federal 
and state regulatory agencies to a rash of 
lawsuits they would easily lose, i.e., recent 
federal court victories involving the very 
similar Virginia Pipeline impacts to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, water resources and 
endangered wildlife. 

The challenge here, it seems, is not 
convincing regulators and the public of 
the folly of Alternative B – they know – but 
convincing the quixotic City of Alexandria 
and the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority to abandon Alternative 
B, choose one of the two legally compli-
ant alternatives and get to building a new 
Metro station that is free of controversy.

 
-C. Dara,

Alexandria

Let’s pivot from  
uncompliant Metro choice

Our national holidays in the United States have layers 
of meaning. At their most superficial, they are three-day 
weekends that lend themselves to cookouts, trips to the 
beach or visits with friends or relatives.

Where holidays fall in the year also mark important 
annual milestones. Memorial Day falls in late spring and 
is generally thought to usher in summer. Schools are ei-
ther about to finish or have already let out for the sum-
mer. Labor Day marks the end of summer and, more or 
less, the beginning of another school year.

Holidays also mark seasonal fashion shifts. You can 
safely pull out those white shorts, slacks or skirts this 
weekend without fear of ridicule from fashionistas. 

But beyond the superficiality, our most meaningful 
holidays are remembrances of sacrifices made by others 
for our benefit.

We celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. near his birth-
day in January to recognize the contribution he made 
to civil rights in America, an endeavor that he paid for 
with his life. We celebrate Presidents’ Day near George 
Washington’s birthday in February, although most peo-
ple recognize the holiday as honoring both Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln – arguably the two greatest men 
to serve in that office.

July 4, or Independence Day, is a celebration of our 
freedom and those who sacrificed to establish our demo-
cratic republic. Labor Day honors the work of those, both 
past and present, who have toiled to build our bridges, 
fly our airplanes, teach our children and provide any 
number of products and services to make our lives bet-
ter.

And then there are religious holidays, including Yom 
Kippur, Rosh Hashanah and Ramadan, plus the two most 
widely celebrated in this country – Christmas and Eas-
ter – which are remembrances of a person who adherents 
believe made the ultimate sacrifice.

Which brings us to the holiday at hand, Memori-
al Day. If anyone has never visited Arlington National 
Cemetery, consider going now.

It makes the heart ache to look upon acres of white 
marble tombstones, in immaculate rows, next to tiny 
American flags and realize that there lay thousands of 
soldiers who died defending our safety and freedom. Try 
reading aloud, without crying, the many markers that 
commemorate soldiers who were killed in various battles 
during World Wars I and II.

Stop by the gravesites of President John F. Kennedy 
and his brother Robert, both assassinated in the prime 
of their lives, and think the next time you are tempted 
to sling arrows at public servants – even if you disagree 
with their opinions or actions. 

Finally, visit the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and 
marvel at the discipline and sacrifice required to guard 
that national shrine. And think about what that soldier 
represents and why Memorial Day remains so very im-
portant.

Never forget
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To the editor:
Well done to all the orga-

nizers, sponsors, volunteers 
and participants who made 
the first ever Old Town Fes-
tival of Speed & Style such a 
tremendous success.  So few 
of us understand just how 
much hard work, planning 
and money goes into mak-
ing such an event go off so 
well. Congratulations.

After so many attempts, 
over so many years of trying 
to bring such an event to King 
Street, the organizers of the 
Festival of Speed & Style did 
it, and did it right. I hope the 
City of Alexandria now sees 
how popular such a show is, 
and how many people it at-

tracts. The number of people 
milling up and down King 
Street was spectacular.  

All the hard work paid 
off with a very well-run 
event. The fabulous cars were 
amazing, the music was great 
and the fashion show was a 
real crowd favorite. As a spec-
tator, I was truly impressed by 
the show, the people and the 
great reaction of the crowd.  

Along with my fellow car 
enthusiasts, I hope the Fes-
tival of Speed & Style will be 
back next year, and for many 
years to come. 

Thank you Festival of 
Speed & Style.

-Charles Hulfish, 
Alexandria

To the editor:
In all the planning for 

the summer shutdown of six 
Metro stations, Alexandria 
transportation staff have 
overlooked the fastest trips 
to the Pentagon Metro on the 
DASH AT3 & AT4 buses.

The Parkfairfax and North 
Ridge neighborhoods are 
sure to become a one-square 
mile commuter parking lot as 
residents from Del Ray, Rose-
mont, Old Town, the West 
End and Fairfax County drive 
to street parking along the 
AT3 & AT4 bus routes.

Already, 30 to 50 com-
muter vehicles per day park 
in Parkfairfax, and the driv-
ers step on these buses. It’s a 

convenient way to avoid Met-
ro garages and shuttle buses 
in the morning, and in the 
evening, arrive at your car 
20 minutes after leaving the 
Pentagon Metro station.

DASH CEO/GM Josh Baker 
needs to add buses to these 
two routes or suffer the wrath 
of morning riders left behind 
by standing-room-only bus-
es skipping the last stops on 
Gunston Road and Martha 
Custis Drive.

Alexandria Police may be 
called on to keep the peace 
between commuters and 
homeowners upset that in-
terlopers are parking in the 
North Ridge neighborhood, 
next to their driveways.

Unfortunately, Baker 
has been focused on a hair-
brained “Transit Vision Plan” 
scheme routing the AT3 & 
AT4 buses through Shirl-
ington, before proceeding 
to the Pentagon HOV lanes. 
The Alexandria Transit Co. 
Board must tell Baker to put 
aside the crayons and provide 
solutions to the critical needs 
that public transit riders will 
face.

One would think years of 
successful numbers would 
matter when planning DASH 
routes to the Pentagon Metro 
station.

-Maria T. Wildes,
Parkfairfax

Sewers were an  
unfunded mandate

Hooray for  the Festival of 
Speed & Style Solutions needed from Transit Board 

for Metro Shutdown

To the editor:
I attended the appeal of 

the Board of Architectural 
Review hearing heard before 
Alexandria City Council on 
May 14. The original expec-
tation was that this public 
hearing would be held on a 
Saturday in April at the usu-
al time for a council public 
hearing. I am unclear as to 
the reason to postpone. At 
the beginning of the hear-
ing Mayor Justin Wilson de-
scribed the need to resched-
ule as a “snafu.”  That part 
was very clear. It was only 
the first of three related to 
this matter.

The city government in 
recent years has endeavored 
to interact with citizens on-
line, including encourag-
ing them to sign up online 
to speak at public hearings. 
However, no one at city hall 
remembered to re-program 
the online sign-up system 
to allow signing up on Tues-
day, when normally council 
does not hear public hearing 
items. 

This hearing had the larg-
est public attendance of any 
I have participated in recent 
years. Many citizens who 
had never spoken before at a 
public hearing tried to sign 
up online and got a message 
that no public hearing items 
would be heard on May 14.     

Naturally these involved 
citizens attempting to ex-
ercise their rights as Amer-
icans, and they were livid. 
Luckily, some of us who had 
previously participated in 
public hearings were able to 
get the word out that anyone 
who called the city clerk’s of-
fice could sign up by speak-
ing with one of the efficient 
employees there. We averted 
what could have been an ugly 
incident at the public hear-
ing. That was snafu number 
two.

Finally, the lack of imag-
ination by the mayor or City 
Manager Mark Jinks caused 
snafu number three. The 
Tuesday legislative meeting 
is used to honor the out-
standing work of the city’s 

volunteers and employees 
such as the fire chief with 
ceremonial presentations 
and to hear reports on im-
portant issues such as the 
coming Metro shutdown. 
These matters were sched-
uled well in advance and 
could not be rescheduled. 

The one public hearing 
did not begin until around 
9 p.m. and continued until 
close to 1 a.m.  Wilson com-
plained about the lateness of 
the hour several times. Ei-
ther the mayor or city man-
ager should have been able to 
set this public hearing for a 
special night, such as May 16. 

The annual public hear-
ing on spending in the city 
budget is always held sepa-
rately, on a Monday night. 
By exercising just a little 
imagination, the mayor and 
council and all the citizens 
present could have gotten to 
bed earlier on Tuesday night,  
rather than early on Wednes-
day morning.

-Katy Cannady,
Alexandria

To the editor:
On May 21, the Alex-

Renew board will consider 
the drastic rate hikes which 
had their public hearing on 
May 11. These back-to-back 
rate hikes will increase what 
folks pay by 25 percent in 
two stages, mainly to pay for 
the combined sewer project 
Richmond jammed down the 
city’s throat in what can only 
be described as an egregious 
unfunded mandate.  

The state legislature’s 
republicans normally know 
better than to ramrod an un-
funded mandate down tax-
payers’ throats, but this time 
they made an exception with 
the vile claim that “wealthy 
Alexandria” can afford it. 
During this year’s legislative 
session, Del. Mark Levine 
had to force them to give us a 
paltry $25 million toward the 
combined sewer project – es-
timated to cost more than a 

half billion dollars – by block-
ing the republicans’ attempt 
to conform Virginia’s tax law 
to the federal tax cut.  

Now, our own city-ap-
pointed AlexRenew board 
seems poised to ratify their 
claim that “wealthy Alexan-
dria can afford” half a billion 
dollars by imposing this exor-
bitant rate increase which the 
board could reduce by choos-
ing 30-year bonds instead of 
the proposed 20-year bonds 
and by basing the cost on an 
assumption that the legisla-
ture will give us the same 20 
percent funding it gave Rich-
mond and Lynchburg.  

Tax increase on top of 
tax increase will eventually 
drive out Alexandria’s strug-
gling middle class and make 
the republicans’ claim that 
“wealthy Alexandria can af-
ford it” self-fulfilling.  

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Too many snafus on Black house

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
Do you commemorate Memorial Day?

A)  Yes, I have attended the annual ceremony at 

the Rocky Versace statue.

B)  Yes, I have attended a ceremony at a cemetery.

C) I always commemorate Memorial Day.

D) I have never commemorated Memorial Day.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week

Serious crimes in Alexandria declined by 
1.7 percent since last year. Do you feel safe 
in Alexandria?
59% - Yes, most of the time.
20% - Yes, but not all the time.
8% - I’m always afraid.
7% - I’m often afraid.
6% - I’m not sure.
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In 1988, the Friendship 
Veterans Fire Engine Com-
pany petitioned city coun-
cil to change the name of 
the alley adjacent to it. Its 
request was to honor the 
Downham Family for their 
support of the Friendship 
Fire Company. Although the 
original petition has them 
helping right after the Civil 
War, further research shows 
their involvement begin-
ning in the early 20th cen-
tury. 

Emanuel Ethelbert, 
known as E. E., Down-
ham moved to Alexandria 
from New Jersey in 1862. 
Once here, he began to sell 
whiskey. In 1874, he won 
two terms to city council. 
In 1887, he became mayor, 
following John B. Smoot’s 
death. He also served as a 
board member of the Ger-
man Co-Operative Building 
Association, and Board of 
Alderman, as well as a coun-
cilman. 

In 1903, Downham be-
came the president of the 
Friendship Fire Company, or 
as they began to call them-
selves beginning that year, 
the Friendship Fire Asso-
ciation. Not much else was 
written about Downham 
until January 1909, when 
prior to annual elections a 
letter from him arrived de-

clining to be a candidate for 
re-election. The secretary 
was instructed to express 
regards. 

Also, in 1903, the appli-
cation of Robert F. Down-
ham, E.E.’s son, was ap-
proved by the Friendship 
Fire Association. Applicants 
had to be nominated by 

members, so most likely his 
father selected him. Robert 
Downham ran a saloon and 
later continued his father’s 
wholesale liquor business. 
During Prohibition in Vir-
ginia he became a haber-
dasher or a dealer in men’s 
clothing and accessories. He 
was involved in the Shriners 

and Knights Templar and 
assisted in raising funds for 
the George Washington Ma-
sonic National Memorial. 
For some time, he lived in 
the Lee-Fendall House.

Robert shows up a few 
more times than his father 
in the Friendship Fire Asso-
ciation Minute Book. In May 
1921, R.F. Downham was 
elected trustee, but more 
importantly, in June of that 
year, he moved that a check 
be ordered to purchase the 
material for Electric Lights 
in the firehouse. In Feb-
ruary 1922, Robert “very 
kindly donated fifty pair of 
white gloves for the use of 
the members taking part in 
the parade.” 

There was an absence of 
the Downham family in the 
minutes book until the 1980s 
when Robert’s son, Richard, 
became involved. His name 
first appeared in the records 
in the late 1980s. He was a 
member and trustee of the 
Association when the name 
for the alley change was 
requested. The alley name 
was changed from South St. 
Asaph Alley to its current 
name of Downham Way. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

A local family’s involvement with  
Friendship Firehouse

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
The firehouse and the alley in the 1920s.
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Weekly Words

16. Basic belief system
17. Informal appreciation
20. Mystery Machine dog, famil-

iarly
21. Glasses woes
27. Glaswegian girl
29. Small mistake
31. Soda can feature
33. Hardness scale name
37. ___ Moines
39. “Mean Girls” screenwriter
41. SoHo neighbor
42. “What a disaster!”
43. “You said it, pastor!”
44. “Othello” villain
45. Uses up
46. Leases
48. Cut back on, as expenses
49. Annual Austin festival, briefly
51. Grosset & ___ (“Nancy Drew” 

publisher)
53. Portable ‘80s players
56. Substandard
57. Explorer ___ de Leon
58. Cube on a toothpick
61. Explosive force unit
62. Choice beef cut
63. Not tricked by
66. Lunch and brunch
67. Barely beat
68. Barroom projectile
69. Cookie with a Cookies & 

Creme variety
70. *Like many pride parade 

participants
73. *Mustang or Impala
74. Baseball field protection
75. Author Oz
77. “The Wind in the Willows” 

animal
79. *Intimacy with multiple 

partners
82. Infinite
84. Seedy bar
85. “Money for Nothing” desire
87. Green spread, casually
89. Bad thing for excavators to 

strike
90. Alphabetize, say
92. Superb, slangily
95. Common pub trivia prizes
96. Painter Matisse
98. Seabound salmon
100. Carol part
101. Took one’s foot (off), as 

brakes
103. Move furtively
104. Move furtively
106. Risk continent with 12 

territories
107. Home studies?
108. “Me, myself, ___”
110. Yin’s counterpart
114. “The Fox and the Hound” 

fox
116. “Aaron Burr, ___” (“Hamil-

ton” song)

TONGUE-TIED by Christopher Adams, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Part of each starred answer’s 
etymology
6. “Joey” star Matt
13. “Ready when you are”
18. ___ which way
19. Pilot’s sunglasses
21. Like good whiskey
22. Lemming relatives
23. Low on insulin, say
24. Starbucks Green Tea Latte 
flavor
25. “Baa!” ma
26. Choose (to)
28. *Slimming surgery
30. Check yes or no, e.g.
32. Piggy’s ailment in “Lord of 
the Flies”
34. Auctioneer’s cry
35. Longtime Apple platform
36. Birth control devices, for 
short
38. Hall of Fame safety Ronnie
40. Circus tent
43. Supermarket cleanup sites
45. Joint inheritor
47. “Maybe, maybe not”
50. Posts
51. Puts on
52. Marge’s neighbor
54. What may be added to 
alcohol?
55. Awards acronym for John 

Legend
56. Dad jokes, often
57. Lose one’s cool
59. Nobel Prize physicists Niels 
and Aage
60. *Baha’i temple shapes
62. Quiet tap dance variety
64. Mend with thread
65. *Natural light?
68. Forehead-slapping cry
71. Manhattan park
72. *Information about informa-
tion
76. Enticing emanation
78. “Positive thinking” advocate
79. El ___, Texas
80. Territory whose capital is 
Hagatna
81. Far off
83. ___-mo
84. Finished (with)
85. Paris underground
86. The “TL” of TL;DR
88. House symbols, in “Game of 
Thrones”
90. Brownstone sitting places
91. Parody
93. Army’s football rival
94. Female gamete
95. Female pronoun
97. Director von Trier
99. Mets great Tom
102. Tennis serve’s start

105. *Base 16
109. Substantial
111. Trash container
112. Heavy burdens
113. Keeps an eye on
115. Tangential comment
117. Vehicles with cars
118. Vikings’ language
119. Wafer brand
120. Deane of the Continental 
Congress
121. Colored, as a ‘60s shirt
122. The other part of each 
starred answer’s etymology

DOWN
1. Archimedean tool
2. Declares openly
3. *Idiot box
4. Livid feeling
5. Wall Street letters
6. Fills with cargo
7. Boot out
8. *Two-component Winter Olym-

pics events
9. DNA test site
10. Had night courses?
11. “Don’t blame me!”
12. Bloods’ rivals
13. Desktop since 1998
14. ___’s Apple Juice
15. *The girls in “Gone Girl” and 

“Girl, Interrupted,” for two

ANDREW BIACHE (87), of Alexandria, May 3, 2019
CHARLES BRUNDAGE (65), of Alexandria, May 12, 2019
HUBERT T. CARR (72), formerly of Alexandria, May 12, 2019
FREDA M. HARTLESS (73), of Alexandria, May 20, 2019
BORIS HAYDUCHOK (73), of Alexandria, May 2, 2019
JEFFREY HUNTER (61), of Alexandria, May 17, 2019
RHONDA C. JOHNSON (65), of Alexandria, May 13, 2019
EUGENE KOPP (84), of Alexandria, May 13, 2019
LOUIS MAJORS SR. (83), of Alexandria, May 13, 2019
GEORGE W. MOTLEY (77), formerly of Alexandria, May 11, 
2019
LUCILLE POWELL (97), of Alexandria, May 18, 2019
ALEXANDRA W. SAXTON (31), formerly of Alexandria, May 
14, 2019
CHARLES SEIDEL (63), of Alexandria, May 7, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
AND TRUCKS AUCTION. Bid 
Live or Online for Dump Trucks, 
Heavy Equipment, Road Trac-
tors, Trailers and much more. 
Tues, May 21 at 9 a.m. Motleys 
Industrial | 3600 Deepwater 
Terminal Rd. | Richmond, 
VA | www.motleys.com | 
1-877-MOTLEYS. VA16

FRIDAY 5/31 - SATURDAY 6/1 
9:30 AM. Cliff’s Sign Compa-
ny. 2603 Anderson Highway 
- Cumberland, VA 23040. Real 
Estate - 12.86+/- acres HOME - 
WORKSHOPS - POND. Personal 
Property - 1000’s Items. WWW.
TILMANSAUCTION.COM. VAAR# 
348. 804-347-4963

CAREER TRAINING/
 EDUCATION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

HELP WANTED
NEED CDL DRIVERS?   Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions to reach truck 
drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide.  Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost.  No 

court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook).  757-490-0126 Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.’’’ 

WANTED TO BUY
OR TRADE

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets,
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia,
Medals, Weapons etc.
Call/Text Dan 202-841-3062

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sprint is proposing to modify 
existing telecommunications 
antennas on a building located 
at 312 South Washington Street, 
Alexandria, VA.  The modifica-
tion will consist of installing an-
tennas with a proposed 76-foot 
top height on a 77-foot building. 
Any interested party wishing to 
submit comments regarding the 
potential effects the proposed 
facility may have on any historic 
property may do so by send-
ing such comments to: Project 
6119001812 - TC EBI Consulting, 
6876 Susquehanna Trail South, 
York, PA 17403, or via telephone 
at (339) 234-2597.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT  

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 

The following request has been 
received for administrative re-
view and approval. For informa-
tion about this application or to 
comment, visit the City’s website 
at www.alexandriava.gov/ 
planning or call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2019-0049
3901-B Mount Vernon Ave – 
Proposed Business: Restaurant
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit for a restau-
rant; zoned: NR/Neighborhood 
Retail APPLICANT: Oswaldo A. 
Salinas PLANNER: Max Ewart- 
max.ewart@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 

Director of Planning and Zon-
ing. If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than June 12, 2019

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS 

Monday, June 17, 2019 - 7:00 
PM Council Chambers, City 

Hall 301 King Street  
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
703.746.4666 or on the City’s 
website at www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets. 

BZA #2019-0001 509 North 
Henry Street Public hearing 
and consideration of a request 
for variances from the required 
side yards, front yard, lot area 
and lot frontage to construct a 
single-family dwelling with a 
roof deck on a noncomplying lot; 
zoned: CSL/Commercial Service 
Low. Applicant: Adam and An-
drea Fernandes 

BZA #2019-0002 111 Frank-
lin Street Public hearing and 
consideration of a request for 
variances from the required side 
yards and open space to convert 
an existing noncomplying 
office building to a two-family 
duplex dwelling; zoned: RM/
Townhouse. Applicant: M & M 
Real Estate, LLC, represented by 
David Millard 

BZA #2019-0003 710 Grandview 
Drive Public hearing and consid-
eration of a request for a special 
exception to construct a one-sto-
ry addition in the required side 
yard. If the request is granted, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a special excep-
tion from section 12-102(A) of 
the zoning ordinance - relating 
to the physical enlargement of a 
non-complying structure; zoned: 
R-8/Single Family Residential 
Applicant: Christine Kelly, 

Classifieds
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architect 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review 
LEGAL NOTICE OF A  

PUBLIC HEARING 

A public hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, June 
5, 2019 beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the City Hall Council Cham-
bers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia.

The following has been added to 
the June 5, 2019, Board of Archi-
tectural Review Public Hearing.
Draft policy for administrative 
approval of some small cell 
facilities.

All other previously advertised 
cases for the above hearing 
remain the same.

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning 
&amp; Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, or at www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Rooftop Collocation
DC03XC073 - Town of Alexan-
dria, Alexandria County

Sprint proposes to collocate 
antennas onto an existing 160.0-
foot rooftop telecommunications 
facility located at 1225 Martha 
Custis Drive, Alexandria, VA, 
22302.

In accordance with the Na-
tional Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended and 
the 2005 Nationwide Program-
matic Agreement for Review 
Under the National Preserva-
tion Act; Final Rule, Sprint is 

hereby notifying the public of 
the proposed undertaking and 
soliciting comments on Historic 
Properties which may be affected 
by the proposed undertaking. 
Accordingly, if you would like 
to provide specific information 
regarding potential effects that 
the proposed undertaking might 
have to properties that are
listed on or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places and located within one 
mile(s) of the above address, 
please submit the property’s 
address and your comments to: 
(Tarek Aboueid, 323 Washing-
ton Avenue N, Minneapolis, MN 
55401, 224-425-0917).

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION CITY  
COUNCIL JUNE 2019 

The items described below 
will be heard by the Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council on the dates and times 
listed below.  NOTICE:  Some 
of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calen-
dar. A consent item will be 
approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION TUESDAY, 
JUNE 4, 2019 7:00 PM, CITY 
HALL CITY COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS, 301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUN-
CIL , SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 
2019, 9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET ALEXAN-
DRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

The Planning Commission will 
hold a work session prior to the 
public hearing to discuss the 
following item: Eisenhower East 
Small Area Plan Update

The work session will begin at 
6:00 PM and go until approxi-
mately 7:00 PM and will be held 
in the City Council Workroom 
located on the 2nd floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314.

Green Building Policy. Public 
hearing and consideration of the 
City’s Green Building Policy. 
Staff: City of Alexandria, De-
partment of Planning & Zoning

Environmental Action Plan 
Phase 2. Public hearing and con-
sideration of the Phase 2 updates 
to the Green Building and Land 
Use and Open Space chapters of 
the City’s Environmental Action 
Plan. Staff: City of Alexandria, 
Departments of Planning & 
Zoning, Transportation & 
Environmental Services, General 
Services, and Recreation, Parks, 
and Cultural Activities.

Open Space in New Develop-
ment. Public hearing and con-
sideration of recommendations 
for shared expectations for open 
space in new development. Staff: 
City of Alexandria, Department 
of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2019-0023
201 East Monroe Avenue 
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a special use permit 
to add floor area for the con-
struction of a detached two-car 
garage (amending SUP #2018-
0073); zoned: R-2-5/ Single- and 
two-family. Applicant: Robert 
K. Miller

Special Use Permit #2019-0024
3475 North Beauregard Street 
& 4610 King Street - Guidepost 
Montessori. Public hearing and 
consideration of a request for 
a special use permit to operate 
a private academic school with 
over 20 students and a day care 
center; zoned: CRMU-H/ Com-
mercial Residential Mixed Use 
(High). Applicant: Guidepost A, 
LLC., represented by Duncan W. 
Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2019-0029
300 King Street (Parcel Ad-
dress: 302 King Street) – Kisso 
Asian Bistro. Public hearing and 
consideration of a request for a 
special use permit to operate a 
restaurant with live entertain-
ment on the basement level of a 
grandfathered restaurant; zoned: 

KR/ King Street Urban Retail. 
Applicant: Ren Yong Cai, repre-
sented by David L. Chamowitz, 
attorney

Rezoning #2019-0004
101 East Windsor Avenue - 
Residential Rezoning Public 
hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to the 
official zoning map to change the 
zone from RB/Townhouse zone 
to R-2-5/Single- and two-family 
zone; zoned: RB/ Townhouse. 
Applicant: David C. Vondle and 
Patricia Barry, represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Text Amendment #2019-0003
Residential Garages (A) Initia-
tion of a Text Amendment; and 
(B) Public hearing and consid-
eration of a Text Amendment to 
the Zoning Ordinance to amend 
section 7-2500 related to residen-
tial garages, create and amend 
definitions in Article II related to 
residential garages, amend sec-
tion 11-1302 to create a special 
exception process for attached 
garages with vehicle openings 
facing the street, and to amend 
section 7-2200 by moving the 
Tree Coverage Requirements 
from section 7-2507 there.
Staff: City of Alexandria, De-
partment of Planning & Zoning
Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-0009 2331 Mill Road - Ei-

senhower Center III Amendment
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a development 
special use permit (amending 
DSUP #2004-0041) to permit 
ground floor uses in addition to 
retail uses; zoned: CDD#2/ Co-
ordinated Development District 
#2. Applicant: Eisenhower Mill 
Properties LLC, c/o Simpson 
Development Co., represented by 
Agnes Artemel

THE FOLLOWING CASE WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLAN-
NING COMMISSION ONLY 
AND BY CITY COUNCIL 
ONLY UPON APPEAL:

Development Site Plan #2018-
0022 2903 Mount Vernon Ave-
nue - Bonaventure Offices
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request for a devel-
opment site plan with modifi-
cations to renovate an existing 
service garage, add an addition, 
and convert the building into 
an approximately 4,500 square 
foot office building; zoned: CL/ 
Commercial Low. Applicant: DE 
2903 Mt Vernon and 104 Hume, 
LLC, represented by M. Catha-
rine Puskar, attorney

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Classifieds
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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Mary Farrell
Strategy, Service, Sales

Thank you, Old Town Village clients!
Mary Farrell specializing in Old Town Village properties for 19+ years. She has sold 79 Old Town Village 
homes, totalling $68+ million. They have sold with sale prices, on average, at 98.7% of original list prices.

Choose Mary Farrell… She manages every transaction as if it were her own home or purchase. Staging, 
marketing, negotiation, managing the transaction – there is no stone unturned and no detail unchecked.

409 S. Henry Street - $1,499,000
Open Sunday 5/26 2-4 pm

306 S. Fayette Street
Rented $5,000/mo.

1405 Roundhouse Lane #308
Rented $2,950/mo.

703.969.5522
Mary@ChooseMaryFarrell.com | ChooseMaryFarrell.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314


