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City, residents and 
businesses wade 
through aftermath  
of July storm

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

In the wake of the July 8 
storm that dumped a month’s 
worth of rain on the region in 
little more than an hour, city 
council voted unanimously 
to declare a local emergency 
during a special legislative 
meeting on Monday night.

A declaration of local 

emergency allows the city to 
pursue and potentially qual-
ify for federal and state aid. 

The decision follows two 
weeks of cleanup and recov-
ery for the city, businesses 
and residents, as Alexandri-
ans take stock of the damage 
left behind by an almost-re-
cord breaking amount of 
rain.

The rain started pouring 
throughout the DMV-area 
the morning of July 8, flood-
ing roads, sweeping away 
walking trails, stranding 

commuters at Ronald Reagan 
National Airport and trap-
ping drivers in vehicles. 

“What we had basically 
was three or four inches of 
water on land trying to find 
the lowest place, and once it 
got to the storm drains in the 
streets and they were full, it 
just went to the next lowest 
place,” City Manager Mark 
Jinks said during the legisla-
tive meeting.

All told, Alexandria re-
ceived 3.3 inches of rain in 
around an hour, Jeff DuVal, 

deputy director of the De-
partment of Transportation 
and Environmental Services, 
said. That number is just shy 
of a record high 3.42 inches 
of rain that fell in around an 
hour in Alexandria in 1936, 
DuVal said. Alexandria re-
ceives around 40 inches of 
rain per year, according to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice.

The storm came and went 
in around an hour, but the 
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PHOTO/ERIK THORSEN
FutureHAUS will be on display at 2602 Main Line Blvd. until Aug. 16. 

Virginia Tech award- 
winning project posts 
up in Potomac Yard

BY MISSY SCHROTT

While its Innovation 
Campus isn’t slated to be 
completed for another 10 
years, Virginia Tech is already 
showcasing its talents in Po-
tomac Yard.

FutureHAUS, an award- 
winning solar home designed 
by Virginia Tech students 
and faculty, is on display in 
Alexandria this summer. The 
900-square-foot home aims 
to embody futuristic home 
building and living practices 
through sustainable ener-
gy, easy assembly and smart 
technology. 

FutureHAUS visits Potomac Yard

SEE FUTUREHAUS | 5

Painting 
the town
New murals add  
color to Old Town  
businesses

BY ARYA HODJAT AND MISSY 

SCHROTT

Instagram-savvy Alexan-
drians have more places than 
ever to boost their social me-
dia aesthetic.

Three murals have been 
painted in the city in recent 
weeks to support positive 
causes and look stylish at the 
same time.

SEE MURALS | 10

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Mural at 106 N. Lee St.
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2105 Wakefield Court | 5 Bed | 4 Full 1 Half Bath

1006 Bryan Pond Court | 5 Bed | 5 Full 2 Half Bath

6118 Vernon Terrace | 5 Bed | 4 Full 1 Half Bath

Mark McFadden & Hunter McFadden
mark.mcfadden@compass.com | 703.216.1333
hunter.mcfadden@compass.com | 703.862.6840

Anne DiBenedetto
Anne@AnneSold.com | 703.615.1897

Sue and Allison Goodhart | The Goodhart Group
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com | 703.362.3221
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com | thegoodhartgroup.com
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From staging and painting to cosmetic improvements, 

your Compass agent will work with you to assess every 

opportunity  

to elevate your home’s value in preparation for the 

market.  

No upfront costs, no hidden fees. Exclusive to Compass 

clients. Contact a Compass agent today to learn more.

 Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and 
square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. Logan Circle: 1313 14th 
Street NW, Washington, DC 20005 — 202.386.6330

compass.com/concierge @compass

Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Subject to additional terms and conditions.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING
EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

The Lightwalker laser is the most advanced 
system on the market for bone regeneration and 

fixing loose teeth and gum disease!

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Introducing...  

Laser Dentistry
Drill-free cavity  

treatment 
No needles or anesthesia

Non-surgical snoring 
solutions

No expensive root canal

Non-invasive benefits include

The T.C. Williams High 
School football team will 
play its home games at The 
St. James indoor sports fa-
cility in Springfield this 
fall, Alexandria City Public 
Schools announced on July 
19. 

The decision is related 
to the controversial mod-
ernization of T.C. Williams’ 
existing football field. City 
council approved the mod-
ernization project in Oc-
tober 2018, much to the 
chagrin of T.C. Williams’ 
neighbors. The neighbors 
allege that when T.C. was 
built in the 1960s, city 
and school representatives 
promised their ancestors to 
never put lights on the field. 

Because the approved 
modernization project in-
volves lighting the field, 
four separate groups of 
neighbors have filed law-
suits against the city and 
school board. One of those 
lawsuits will go to trial on 
Feb. 24, 2020. Judge Thomas 

Horne, the retired Loudoun 
County judge presiding over 
all of the lawsuits, will rule 
on July 30 whether the other 
three cases will go to trial. 

ACPS appears to be mov-
ing forward on the proj-
ect despite the lawsuits, 
although at a slower pace 
than anticipated. When the 
project was first approved, 
school representatives said 
construction would begin in 
March 2019. In May, ACPS 
sent out a news release 
stating that construction 
had been pushed back and 
would begin in the summer 
instead. 

On May 6, the plaintiffs 
in one of the cases filed a 
request for an injunction 
against the city and school 
board, requesting that 
Horne require ACPS to halt 
action on the moderniza-
tion until the lawsuit was 
complete, according to Lars 
Liebeler, the plaintiffs’ at-
torney.

Since then, the plaintiffs 

and defendants have come 
to a compromise, and the 
city and school board have 
agreed that they would do 
no construction in further-
ance of installing perma-
nent lights at the stadium 
until March 16, 2020, Lieb-
eler said. 

He said ACPS plans to 
proceed with some of the 
stadium modernization 
project unrelated to the 
lights in the fall, includ-
ing putting new turf on the 
field. 

In the interim, the foot-
ball team will play its home 
games this season at The St. 
James sports complex. The 
450,000-square-foot facili-
ty opened at 6805 Industrial 
Rd. in September 2018. 

T.C. Williams will be the 
first high school in the his-
tory of the Virginia, Mary-
land and D.C. metro area to 
play its home games inside, 
according to an ACPS news 
release.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

A man was hospitalized 
after crashing an electric 
scooter near the intersec-
tion of Gibbon and South 
Royal streets on the eve-
ning of July 18, according to 
Craig Fifer, the City of Al-
exandria’s communications 
director. 

Police responded to an 
injury report at approx-
imately 9 p.m. to find a 
54-year-old man with a mi-

nor head injury, Fifer said. 
The man was transported 
to the George Washington 
University Hospital where 
he was treated and released, 
Fifer said. 

An investigation indi-
cated that the man had been 
riding an electric scooter 
and that alcohol may have 
played a role in the injury, 
Fifer said. The investigation 
did not determine if any 

other vehicles or pedestri-
ans were involved. 

Eyewitnesses reported 
in a southeastern Old Town 
group on Nextdoor, a social 
network for neighborhoods, 
that the man was lying un-
conscious in the street after 
running into a parked car on 
the scooter. The city has not 
confirmed these purported 
eyewitness accounts.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

T.C. football to play 2019 
home games in Springfield

Man hospitalized in Alexandria 
scooter accident
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The Producers                               7/27-8/17
Max Bialystock, the onetime 
king of Broadway producers, is 
hungry to strike it rich. Leo Bloom, 
an accountant with dreams of 
becoming a producer, discovers 
they could get richer by producing 
a flop. When their new production, 
“Springtime for Hitler,” turns out 
to be a smash success, the plan is 
thrown off and the partners lives 
are thrown into 
chaos.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

What does Ash have to smile about?  Everything!  This 2-year-
old Labrador Retriever-Mix is smart, charming and loves life!  

His favorite things are running, treats, people, toys (especially 
squeaky ones), learning new tricks, ear scratches, tummy rubs 

and other dogs. He’d love a home where he can be the life  
of the party and teach his new human the fun of play.   

He will revive your joy of living.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT OUR ADOPTABLE PETS,  
PLEASE VISIT   www.alexandrianaimals.org

THANK YOU

~ Dog Days of Summer ~ ~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

Carlyle Crossing, the new 
town center in Carlyle to be 
anchored by Wegmans Food 
Market, broke ground on Man-
deville Lane on Wednesday. 

The newly branded town 
center is a joint venture be-
tween Stonebridge, a real 
estate and investment firm, 
Creek Lane Capital and 
MetLife Investment Manage-
ment.

“Crossing implies the ‘epi-
center’ and the ‘intersection of 
many elements,’” Stonebridge 
Principal Douglas Firstenberg 
said in a statement. “Therefore 

Carlyle Crossing is the perfect 
name for our development 
as it will be the center of this 
area with the Wegmans, AMC 
Movie Theatre and our plaza 
creating the vibrant walkable 
mixed-use environment for 
the area.” 

The one-million-square-
foot project will include a We-
gmans, 130,000 square feet of 
retail use and more than 750 
residential units, according to 
a news release. Wegmans will 
be located on the second level 
of the project, allowing Man-
deville Lane’s street level to 

feature other retailers. Phase 
one of the project is sched-
uled to open in the fall of 2021. 
Wegmans is slated to open in 
2022.

The groundbreaking cer-
emony included remarks 
from Mayor Justin Wilson; 
Dan Aken, Wegmans direc-
tor of real estate and site de-
velopment; and Matt Walsh 
of Walsh Group. Alexandria 
City Councilors Amy Jackson 
and John Chapman attended, 
along with City Manager Mark 
Jinks. 

–hhartzell@alextimes.com 

Wegmans breaks ground in Carlyle

PHOTO/HEATHER HARTZELL
Mayor Justin Wilson, Councilor Amy Jackson, Stonebridge Principal Douglas Firstenberg, City Manager 
Mark Jinks and Stephanie Landrum, president and CEO of the Alexandria Economic Development Part-
nership, at the Carlyle Crossing groundbreaking on Wednesday. 

PX, Old Town’s 14-year-old 
speakeasy, and Eammon’s, a 
fish and chips restaurant, will 
both close their doors for good 
on Saturday, according to a 
news release.

PX owner Todd Thrash-
er decided not to renew PX’s 
lease because of the steady 
increase in rent that has oc-
curred over the past 14 years, 
Thrasher said.  

“When we first opened, we 
could afford the rent. It was 

OK,” Thrasher said in an in-
terview. “But as 14 years goes, 
the rent escalated and sales 
declined. It just comes to a 
point of diminishing returns.”

Thrasher and Cathal and 
Meshelle Armstrong are part-
ners of Eat Good Food Group. 
The group will also be clos-
ing the adjoining Eammon’s 
restaurant, according to the 
release.

Eat Good Food Group, 
which once owned several 

restaurants in Alexandria, 
now only has Hummingbird 
on the waterfront, in addi-
tion to Tiki TNT and Kaliwa 
in D.C. The restaurant group 
closed Restaurant Eve in June 
2018. Society Fair, another 
restaurant the group previous-
ly owned, closed earlier this 
month under different owner-
ship. Eat Good Food Group also 
formerly operated Virtue Feed 
& Grain and The Majestic. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PX and Eammon’s to close this weekend
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Alexandria Tagged Estate Sale
July 26 - 28 at 520 Prince St.

July 30 Online Auction: 
View July 24 - 27, 29 & Bid Online

September 28 Live Auction: 
Consignments Invited

Treasure Trove in Historic 1792 Old Town Home
Fri., July 26 - Sun., July 28, 520 Prince St.

 Korean Two-Panel 
Screen, Late Chosun 

Tiffany & Co. 
Japanesque Silver & 
Mixed Metal Tea Set

Collection of Herend Rothschild Bird Dinnerware

George I Inlaid and Crossbanded Walnut Lowboy

1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | www.potomackcompany.com | VAAR #0704

Temporarily located at 
2602 Main Line Blvd., the 
house will be on display and 
offering tours until Aug. 16. 
It is based near the site of the 
Virginia Tech Innovation 
Campus, the 1-million-square-
foot graduate campus that is 
coming to Alexandria as part 
of the deal that attracted Am-
azon’s second headquarters to 
the region.

Virginia Tech built the 
house for the 2018 Solar De-
cathlon Middle East, an ener-
gy competition in Dubai that 
attracted 60 entrants from 
around the world. Not only 
was Virginia Tech the only 
American team selected to 
compete, it won first place in 
the overall competition, in ad-
dition to placing in each of the 
10 decathlon categories. 

More than 100 Virgin-
ia Tech students and faculty 
members have contributed to 
the project’s research and de-
velopment over the years. 

“The idea the of this house 
has been in development for 
seven or eight years or so,” 
Matthew Erwin, the project’s 
lead engineer and a recent Vir-
ginia Tech graduate, said. “But 
what it always was in the past 
was stand-alone pieces. Like, 
one year, the team before me 
would make ‘the kitchen of 
the future’ and showcase that 
around, and then the other 
year they would make ‘the 

bathroom of the future.’ With 
this house, we actually made it 
so they could all come together 
now.”

It took a core group of about 
25 students and staff across 
multiple disciplines – archi-
tecture, engineering, industri-
al design and more – about a 
year and half to design, and six 
months to build, FutureHAUS, 
Erwin said. 

With the house’s facto-

ry-built, Lego-like pieces, it 
only takes about 72 hours to 
assemble or disassemble. Af-
ter coming back from Dubai, 
FutureHAUS went on display 
at the Virginia Tech campus 
in Blacksburg before travelling 
to Times Square in New York 
City. The project came to Alex-
andria in late June. 

“What this is, is a new con-
cept for how to build houses 
– going away from conven-

tional construction, which is 
stick-built on site, and looking 
at more factory-built construc-
tion,” Joe Wheeler, the faculty 
leader on the project, said. “Not 
like the factory-built houses 
that we used to know, which 
were trailers or doublewides. 
This is a whole different con-
cept that’s almost like building 
a house with Lego pieces.” 

FUTUREHAUS FROM | 1

PHOTO/ERIK THORSEN
 Two walls in the FutureHAUS are adjustable to allow the living room, office and bedroom to expand and contract as needed.

SEE FUTUREHAUS | 9
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Join us 

Seasonal specials: Fresh soft 
shelled crabs, cold salmon 

platter, cold soup trio

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

Alexandria Times’  

Cause of the Month

B B Q  &  

B  N G O !

September 5th, 2019

6:00PM

120 South Payne St, Alexandria, VA

Food, Prizes, Friends, & Fun!

Tickets: $45/person

Includes dinner and one Bingo card
Sponsorships available - contact Marisa:

marisa@friendsofguesthouse.org

FRIENDS OF GUEST HOUSE TURNS 45!  
Forty-five years of helping thousands of women  

successfully reenter the community from incarceration.

Come celebrate our 45th Anniversary and the  
opening of our new location in Old Town.

volume and intensity of the 
rain resulted in significant 
damage to both city and resi-
dential property. 

For the city, the DASH fa-
cility and Holmes Run Trail 
took the biggest beating. Ris-
ing waters hit the entire DASH 
facility at 3000 Business Cen-
ter Dr., drowning eight lifts 
worth around $200,000 each. 
City staff will  meet to work 
on a preliminary design and 
cost estimate for the facility 
for the 2021 capital improve-
ment program, Jinks said.

The Holmes Run Trail, a 
partially paved biking and 
walking trail that runs from 
Cameron Run Regional Park 
to West Falls Church, was hit 
even harder.

“It was a great demonstra-
tion of how powerful water 
can be,” David Smith, a resi-
dent who witnessed the flood 
waters firsthand after walk-
ing down to the trail, said.

The flood waters washed 
trees and rocks downstream 
as they hit the riverway that 
runs through the trail, Smith 
said.

“When I went down there 
and saw the water, it was un-
believable how high it was 
and how fast it was going. It 
was like white water rapids,” 
Smith said. “A good kayaker 
probably could have made it 
all the down to the Potomac.”

While the city is treating 
some sections of the trail 
with temporary fixes, the en-
tire section stretching from 
north of Van Dorn Street to 
the city limits will be closed 
for much longer.

“[It’s] washed out in plac-
es. The concrete and asphalt 
sections are literally miss-
ing,” DuVal said. “A lot of the 
protective and safety rails 
and fencing is missing. We’ve 
had to close that entire sec-
tion of the trail.”

Flood damage to city 
property totals around $3.4 
million, with insurance cov-
erage for around $1.4 million, 
Jinks said during meeting. 

Damage to the Holmes Run 
Trail accounts for a large por-
tion of the total. 

Before waters washed out 
parts of the trail on July 8, the 
city had already requested a 
$1.5 million combined federal 
and state grant to repair the 
section of the trail north of 
Van Dorn Street, the section 
most significantly impacted 
by the storm, Jinks said. The 
storm caused an additional 
$500,000 in damage to the 
trail, DuVal said.

According to the city, 
damage to city infrastructure 
and city property at large was 
not as significant as might be 
expected from a storm of this 
intensity. 

“[The storm system] did 
well,” DuVal said. “It’s not 
constructed for a storm of 
that size, so when I say ‘well,’ 
it was not able to handle the 
volume and intensity of rain-
fall during the storm. But af-
terwards, it drained things 
down, and we have done some 
inspection of the storm sys-

tem, of pipes and outfalls and 
inlets and things like that and 
not found significant dam-
age.”

Residents and busines-
sowners are also wading 
through the aftermath of a 
storm that flooded basements 
and storefronts in addition to 
the city-owned trails and fa-
cilities. 

While flooding in Old 
Town typically congregates 
along lower King Street and 
the waterfront, the July 8 
flood wreaked more havoc on 
the upper King Street area. 

The morning of the flood-
ing, Carole Goeas’ neighbor 
pounded on her door, implor-
ing her to look outside the 
window of her condominium, 
which sits at the corner of 
Prince Street and Dainger-
field Road. 

“You expected Noah to be 
coming down the street any 
minute,” Goeas said.

Goeas and her neighbors 

FLOOD FROM | 1

PHOTO/CAROLE GOEAS
Alexandrians caught in the storm on July 8 faced intense 
flooding, as 3.3 inches of rain fell in about an hour.

SEE FLOOD | 7
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            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7

 A R E  YO U  P R E PA R E D  F O R  A N  E M E R G E N C Y ?

• No Emergency Fee
• Open 24/7
•  Appointments from 8 am 

to 10 pm seven days a 
week.

•  There is no charge  
for first wellness  
examination with  
your pet.*

*Extra fees may apply for vaccinations, 
lab tests and medications.

703-256-8414

rushed around the condo com-
plex, alerting their neighbors 
to the rising waters so that 
they could get their cars out of 
the building’s parking garage. 
Taking the elevator down to 
the garage, Goeas was alarmed 
at how high the water already 
was.

“We went down and the 
doors opened and water was 
rushing into our garage,” Goe-
as said. “[It was] not quite to 
your knees but close to it al-
ready.”

While many people in her 
building were able to get their 
cars out in time, some were not 
so lucky. One of Goeas’ neigh-
bors was unable to get to the 
garage from across a flooded 
street, Goeas said. By the time 
he was able to cross the street, 
his vehicle had already been 
wrecked by the flood waters 
gushing into the garage.

“We had to wait for the wa-
ter to go down,” Goeas said. 
“Then, the people who lost 

vehicles, it literally took them 
all week to get their insurance 
companies to send tow trucks.”

And the damage went be-
yond the two mud-streaked 
cars that had to be pulled out 
of the parking garage. 

“Fortunately, nothing 
came into the first floor, but all 
our electrical stuff has got to 
be changed out,” Goeas said. 
“The gas for two of the units 
has to be changed out. The el-
evator was greatly impacted. 
That’s going to be a really ex-
pensive operation. We haven’t 
had an elevator for a week and 
a half.”

On July 10, the city put out 
a call to homeowners to report 
damages, in order to collect a 
preliminary damage estimate 
to residential property and 
seek federal and state funding, 
DuVal said.

Seventy-three homeown-
ers reported minor damage, 
while 78 reported “affected 
damage,” which is more than 
minor but less than the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 

Agency’s definition of “sig-
nificant.” Because damage to 
most properties was limited to 
basements and parking garag-
es, no residential property has 
yet met that threshold.

Goeas and her neighbors 
have heard very little from the 
city beyond this survey, Goeas 
said.

“Part of the thing that’s 
frustrating for us is there’s a 
huge flood mitigation, storm 
drain management effort on 
the waterfront, but you look 
at the city website and there’s 
nothing mentioned for upper 
King Street,” Goeas said.

Meanwhile, businesses in 
Old Town, Del Ray and Arlan-
dria are dealing with the finan-
cial fallout from the flooding.

“Starting the day after the 
flood, I’ve been putting in 14-
hour days working with the re-
mediation people,” Hooray for 
Books! owner Ellen Klein said. 
“It’s exhausting.”

During the storm, two-
feet of standing water flooded 
into the children’s book store, 

which sits at the upper end of 
King Street.  

The drywall and base-
boards for most of the walls 
had to be redone and painted. 
Carpet and vinyl tiling had 
to be replaced. But the most 
crushing loss to the store was 
338 books that had been col-
lected to donate to the Cam-
pagna Center for its Scholastic 

Summer Read-a-Palooza. 
However, like so many 

places in Alexandria after the 
flood, the community around 
Hooray for Books! rallied to 
support the bookstore. The 
store has now collected more 
than 2,000 books for the Cam-
pagna Center from loyal cus-

PHOTO/CAROLE GOEAS
Carole Goeas and her neighbors worked to get cars out of 
their condominium garage before flood waters damaged 
vehicles. Two cars were overwhelmed by the water. 

FLOOD FROM | 6

SEE FLOOD | 27
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

FutureHAUS is composed 
of 18 prefabricated cartridges 
of various shapes and sizes, all 
of which can be transported by 
a standard truck. The largest 
cartridge is the “spine” of the 
home, which is about 3-by-12 
feet. 

“Everything was done 
at the factory, and then it’s 
installed quickly and every-
thing’s already finished,” 
Wheeler said. “All of the wir-
ing for this is done ahead of 
time in the factory. … Even 
the PVs, the photovoltaics 
[solar cells], are prefabricated. 
They’re built in the factory 
and they’re brought in. Real-
ly, in just a matter of hours, 
you set them, you stack them 
down on the roof and you just 
plug and play.”

The solar panels allow Fu-
tureHAUS to produce more 
energy than it uses. The home 
generates all of its power and 
hot water using the solar 
panels. After all that, it’s still 

producing twice the amount 
of energy it needs to operate, 
Wheeler said. 

“Never will you have a 
problem of running out of 
power,” Wheeler said. “We 
have the battery backups, 
and we use the utility grid as 
storage, so if there’s a power 
outage we have the battery. … 
Throughout the year, we end 
up with no electric bill.”

Beyond the home’s sus-
tainable energy and easy as-
sembly, it embodies the name 
FutureHAUS with its futuristic 
smart technology. With about 
67 smart devices throughout 
the home, Virginia Tech aims 
to promote accessibility and 
aging in place.  

Two sliding walls allow the 
home’s inhabitants to easily 
adjust the size of the living 
room, bedroom and office. 
Smart screens glow from the 
island, the kitchen backsplash 
and the mirrors. Adjustable 
counters and cabinets make 
the home height-accessible 
for everyone – from a child, 

to someone in a wheelchair, to 
Lebron James. 

The house even uses 
weight detectors to determine, 
for example, who walks into 
the bathroom. Users can pre-
set the home so that when it 
recognizes their weight, it will 
adjust the vanity and toilet to 
that user’s preferred height.

“My weight’s going to 
be different from my wife’s 
and my 10-year-old and my 
6-year-old,” Wheeler said. 
“So, when each of those in-
dividuals come in here, it’ll 
recognize who you are based 
on your weight signature, and 

it’ll make the adjustment ac-
cordingly. And it can be very 
precise.”

Wheeler said he hoped the 
devices in FutureHAUS would 
redefine smart technology.

“[T]here’s thousands, 
gazillions of products that 
they call smart, but they’re 
only smart within them-
selves,” Wheeler said. “You 
can download an app on your 
phone and control your oven 
with your phone, but what 
good is that? There’s an inter-
face already on the oven. To 
me, that’s not smart. What’s 
smart is when you bring up a 

recipe, and on the screen, you 
can see, ‘Preset oven to 350.’ 
You double click on that, and 
it’s already doing it. That’s 
smart.”

Other features, including a 
REM-cycle-triggered sunrise 
alarm clock and a water-recy-
cling shower, promote smart 
living throughout the home. 

For now, FutureHAUS is 
basking in its global success 
and touring different cities, 
but Wheeler said the next step 
is to explore production. Even-
tually, Virginia Tech hopes 
to partner with a production 
company to sell the Future-
HAUS – smart features and all  
– for around $800,000, as well 
as another version without all 
the bells and whistles for less 
than $100,000, Wheeler said. 

The home will be on dis-
play in Alexandria until Aug. 
16. Public tours are offered on 
Thursday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

FUTUREHAUS FROM | 5

PHOTO/ERIK THORSEN
The Sleep Number 360 mattress in the FutureHAUS bedroom can track 
a person’s REM cycles in order to wake them up at an optimal time. 
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
A new shade from The Lamplighter 
can help cool off your summer.  
Bring in your lamp and see how 
cool it gets! 

So Many Ways to  
Explore this Summer!

Experiential 
Learning Classes:

Reiki
Chakras
Intuition

Exploratory Meditation

Learn more and register at 
www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Fibre space
Fibre space, located at 1319 

Prince St., is a yarn and sewing 
store that aims to break the 
stereotype around knitting, 
owner Danielle Romanetti 
said.

“Your average person who 
doesn’t knit probably assumes 
that most of the people who 
buy yarn from us are old-
er women,” Romanetti said. 
“And that’s not really a reflec-
tion of who the modern-day 
knitter is.”

With the store’s 10-year 
anniversary taking place this 
summer, Romanetti decided 
to put the store’s original mas-
cot, fibre girl, on the side of the 
building. The mural portrays a 
girl dressed as an astronaut, 
sewing needles in hand, sit-
ting on a planet of yarn.

“It was really the idea, 
when we first had her drawn, 
to portray a funkier, hipper 
vibe for the store,” Romanetti 
said. 

Alexandria-based artist 
Matt McMullen began paint-
ing the mural in late June and 
completed it in early July, Ro-
manetti said. 

“She’s very retro 50s,” 
Romanetti said. “A bit more 
funky on the eyes.”

Butterfly Effect
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-

nett-Parker came across the 
Butterfly Effect project when 

she was scrolling through In-
stagram one day. 

San Diego-based artist Ta-
sha Wahl started the Butterfly 
Effect in 2013. The grassroots 
movement intends to create 
a “ripple effect of contagious 
generosity,” according to its 
website. The Butterfly Effect 
name comes from the mathe-
matical theory that states that 
even the smallest action — 
such as a butterfly flapping its 
wings — could spark change 
on a much larger scale.

True to the name, each of 
the Butterfly Effect murals – 
called Social Butterflies – is a 
pair of butterfly wings. Since 
2013, more than 200 Social 
Butterflies have been painted 
around the world.

Alexandria’s Social Butter-
fly iteration was painted on 
the side of 924 King St., the 

site of Bloomer’s, on June 30.
“I thought it seemed like 

a great project to bring to Al-
exandria because it has both 
public arts and philanthro-
py involved,” Bennett-Parker 
said.

And indeed, those who 
partake in the artwork can 
contribute $5 to a local or na-
tional nonprofit on a list of 250 
provided by ACT for Alexan-
dria, Bennett-Parker said. The 
money for donations comes to 
ACT for Alexandria through 
Wahl, as well as an anony-
mous donor, Bennett-Parker 
said.

To secure the donation, 
those who take a picture of 
themselves at the mural can 
send the photo, with the non-
profit of their choice in the 
subject line, to alxbutterfly-
effect@gmail.com. They can 
also text the picture and the 
name of their preferred non-
profit to 202-681-7549, ac-
cording to a news release.

The nonprofit that receives 
the most social media posts 
tagged with @elizabethforalx 
and including the hashtags 
#inclusiveALX and #butter-
flyeffect will also receive an 
extra $500, according to the 
release.

While there are hundreds 
of iterations of the mural na-
tionwide, Bennett-Parker said 
she worked with Wahl to help 
make a version of it unique to 
Alexandria. The city’s mural 

MURALS FROM | 1

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The fibre space mural at 1319 Prince St.

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Butterfly Effect mural at 924 King St.

SEE MURALS | 27
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CLOSE HOMETO

Christie and John Olsen rein-
vigorate their Duke Street home 
through a series of renovations
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

SEE OLSEN | 12

Christie and John Olsen renovated their Queen Anne-style 
house at 512 Duke St. to make it feel more like home.

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

HOME 
PROFILE

Let there  
be light

“It lives well.” 
Repeated like a mantra, with 

confidence and comfort, Christie Olsen 
used the term several times while 
talking about her home at 512 Duke St.

“It lives well.” 
With every utterance, and with every 

step through her Queen Anne-style 
house, it becomes a little more believable.
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Life is at the center of the 
Olsens’ home, a testament 
to their tenacity and ability 
when it comes to renovating 
and revivifying homes that 
others might find a challenge.

After moving in and out of 
Alexandria for almost two de-
cades, Christie and her hus-
band, John, settled into their 
Duke Street home in early 
2017. However, the couple had 
their eyes on the house long 
before then. 

“The Queen Anne style, 
there just aren’t that many 
houses of this style,” Chris-
tie said. “Ever since I was kid, 
I’ve always wanted a house 
with a turret, and it has a tur-
ret. … The fact that it’s set 
away from the street and up 
some steps is cool, because it 
has a neat perspective. It was 
always an interesting house 
to me. I always wanted to see 
the inside of it.”

HOME PROFILE

Ever since I was kid, I’ve always 
wanted a house with a turret, 
and it has a turret. … The fact 
that it’s set away from the street 
and up some steps is cool. ”

– Christie Olsen

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Above: The kitchen and dining room were originally divided by a wall, 
before Christie and John Olsen decided to open up the space by 
knocking the wall down. Right: A windowed avenue leads from the 
kitchen to a small wet bar and opens up to an outdoor seating area.

OLSEN FROM | 11

Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com

4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Local Office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

SEE OLSEN | 13
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Seeing the inside of the 
house only made the Olsens 
more eager to buy it, despite 
the renovations it needed. 

“It needed a lot of renova-
tion, and I think a lot of people 
couldn’t see where it could go,” 
Christie said. “So I thought, ‘I 

have to take the chance and do 
this.’”

The carriage house-
turned-garage in the back, 
which was originally part of 
a neighboring property, dates 
back to the 1830s, while the 
rest of the house was built in 
the early 20th century. The 

house hadn’t been well main-
tained for 30 years, Christie 
said. The roof needed work, 
the copper gutters needed to 
be replaced and the sides and 
front of the house were over-
grown.

Christie, a decorator for 
KC Savage Interiors, and John, 

who works in education but 
who Christie described as 
a handyman, had renovat-
ed several homes before, 
including a row house on 
South Royal Street. They 
were up for the challenge.

“It needed all sorts of 
projects, which, for me, is 
awesome,” Christie said. 
“As soon as there’s a proj-
ect house that I also want to 
own, it’s a perfect scenario.”

As soon as the Olsens 
moved in, they got to work. 

“It was just a house that 
needed life, and it didn’t 
have it before,” Christie said.

When the Olsens moved 
into the house, the inside 
was very “Williamsburg-y,” 
Christie said. 

The molding had been 
painted in overpowering 
shades of wedgewood blue 
and mauvy, peachy orange, 
depending on the room. The 
colors drowned out the nat-
ural light from the tall, thin 
windows throughout the 

first floor. 
Meanwhile, in a piece of 

older-than-old-school design, 
the kitchen and dining room 
were divided by a wall that suf-
focated the space. 

“It felt much more like 
when you had a cook cooking 
for you and you sat in the din-
ing room, which I think is so 
not the way society lives any-
more,” Christie said.

The couple hired contrac-
tors to knock down the wall, 
freeing the space from a ret-
rograde notion of separation. 
Now, it’s a place where Chris-
tie and John can host dinner 
parties and where life can hap-
pen once again, Christie said. 

“We knew, just from the 
beginning, that we wanted to 
knock it down and take advan-
tage of seeing all this light ev-
erywhere,” Christie said.

They also split an upstairs 
master bathroom into two 
separate bathrooms and made 

HOME PROFILE
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Below: The Olsens’ 
dog, Lotus, is a rescue 
from Hurricane Harvey 
and enjoys the abun-
dant outdoor space.

SEE OLSEN | 14

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Above: With its long, thin windows, lightly painted walls and open 
space, the living room brings light to the house.  
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a sitting room into a bedroom. 
John updated two of the bath-
rooms himself.

Room by room, the Olsens 

made the house into a home 
and gave each space its own 
personality and purpose. 

A southwest-themed of-
fice space on the first floor is 

a portal to John’s favorite city, 
Santa Fe, with art and textiles 
from Santa Fe-based artists. A 
cow skull, adorned with beads 
and illuminated from the in-

side, guards the room. 
In the family room, deep 

blue walls and darker cur-
tains shroud the space, creat-
ing a “cocoon,” Christie said. 
Right next door, the living 
room contrasts with tall, thin 
windows and lightly painted 
walls. 

Throughout the first floor, 
paintings of naval ships and 
ornately framed maps from 
the couple’s travels adorn the 
walls. Curved staircases lead 
up to the second-floor bed-
rooms and third floor turret.

“This house is really neat 
in that it has a fair number 
of spaces to go and be social 
and party, but they’re all su-
per distinctive,” Christie said. 
“… We find we live in all the 
different rooms in this house, 
much more than in other 
houses we’ve had before.”

Over the course of the first 
year in their new house, the 
Olsens renovated and updat-
ed the inside, but the outside 
remained a problem, Christie 
said. In 2018, Christie had two 
friends - one a landscape ar-
chitect for StudioCamus, the 
other  a gardener for Bright-
Shade Gardens - put togeth-
er a plan that, similar to the 
inside, created several spaces 

with different vibes.
“The fact that it’s unat-

tached on both sides makes it 
great for the light, but there’s 
all these little places to go to 
based on if the sun’s too hot, if 
it’s too cold in the winter and 
you want to be hot. There’s 
little places to sit,” Christie 
said.

The renovated outdoor 
space features an outdoor liv-
ing room complete with a rug, 
couch and cushioned chairs, 
perfect for cookouts on sum-
mer nights and outdoor movie 
screenings, Christie said.

A garden pathway on 
the side of the house leads 
around to a brick-lined patio 
out front, providing plenty 
of space for the Olsens – and 
their new dog Lotus.

“It’s like a little obstacle 
course, which is great,” Chris-
tie said. “And with the gate 
above the street, she’ll just be 
out there, watching people go 
by.”

Christie and John still have 
plans for the house - there’s 
always more work to do - but, 
for perhaps the first time in 
30 years, 512 Duke St. is full 
of life once again and Christie 
can truly say, “It lives well.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.co

If You Own A Home In Alexandria... Don’t Miss This Special 35% OFF OFFER 
Plus.... Our Most Popular Noise Reducing Window Glass.... Now FREE!

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*% Discount applies to savings off purchase & installation cost. Restrictions and conditions

apply, Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. Full Frame Installations. 

“We looked for a company with the largest selection, locally owned, that was
Involved with the community and would be around for a long time 

if we ever needed them!” Steve & Charlotte

Hurry 2 WEEKS ONLY!  - Call To Lock In Your Savings Now! - Don’t Settle For ONLY One Window Choice!

3599
INSTANT REBATE

2 Weeks ONLY...

35
The INSTALLATION 
Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Plus...

FREE
Noise Reducing Glass

Project1_Layout 1  7/22/19  10:01 AM  Page 1

NOTHING to do here, it’s all brand new! 
Stunning renovation in Mount Vernon... a block from George Washington’s  
West Gate. Renovated from the ground up with a keen eye for design and  
excellent material selection. 

PRESENTED BY DEVLAUR PROPERTIES & RON LEFFLER REAL ESTATE

Ron Leffler Founder / Real Estate Broker  
4222 Robertson Blvd. Alexandria, VA 22309 
703-593-4149 | RonLeffler@gmail.com
Licensed in Virginia

9107 Volunteer, Dr.  Alexandria, VA 
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath / .63 AcreFOR SALE

$785,000

R O N
L E F F L E R
REALESTATE

9107volunteer.com

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Olsens use their kitchen as both a culinary and social space.
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

Heather.Corey@SothebysRealty.com

Old Town Brokerage
400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800

©2019 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

You are invited to tour this exquisitely appointed new luxury home 

in the exclusive enclave of Oak Grove.

Open Sunday 2-4 pm
606 President Ford Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 32 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
Our summer 

schedule is filling up 
fast. Call us today 
to schedule your 

free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Beat the Heat with our 
Summer Inspections  

Special
$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by August 31.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Beat the Heat

BY JEN WALKER

Maybe your family is 
growing, and you don’t have 
the space you need in your 
townhouse. Perhaps you are 
an empty nester, and you 
need to downsize. Maybe 
you’ve decided you’re sick of 
yard work and would rather 
live in a condo. 

You’ve heard you need 
to be competitive, as the 
current real estate market 
favors the seller, so that 
means you can’t use a home 
sale contingency. But how 
can you buy a new home 
without selling the one you 
currently own?  

For most people, their 
home is their biggest invest-
ment, so they need to use 
the equity built up by that 
property when buying an-
other one. 

How to access your 
home equity

If you put a large down 

payment on your home when 
you purchased it, have been 
in your house for many years 
or have paid for major reno-
vations, you may be able to 
leverage a home equity line 
of credit or a bridge loan. 

A HELOC is a loan set up 
as a line of credit. HELOCs 
typically have variable rates 
and a draw period followed 
by a long-term repayment 
period. A bridge loan is a 
short-term loan, secured 
by your existing home, that 
typically has a higher inter-
est rate and a shorter repay-
ment period. 

If you have enough eq-
uity in your home, you may 
be able to use one of these 
options to purchase a new 
home before selling. Of 
course, this isn’t without 
risk, and it will be very im-
portant to get your current 
home on the market and 

Buying a home when you 
already own one

Name: Jen Walker
Company:  
McEnearney Associates
Bio: The writer is a realtor 
at McEnearney Associates, 
Inc., a local real estate 
brokerage. With more than 
35 years of combined 
experience and daily 
immersion in the market, 
the Jen Walker Team is 
able to guide sellers and 
buyers through the real 
estate process. To learn 
more and to contact Jen, 
visit www.jenwalker.com.

FILE PHOTO

REAL 
TALK

SEE REAL TALK | 18
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R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

MARY HURLBUT/ 
MICHAEL SEITH 
703.980.9595

600 Second Street, #302

2

2

1,766 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$1,100,000

702 South Fairfax Street

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

1,500 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$815,000

2

1.5

32 West Glendale

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

2/3

2

2,782 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$835,000

1

1

9005 Cherry Tree Drive

4

2.5

4,000 sq.ft.

MIKE DOWNIE 
703.780.2727

709 Grand View Drive

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

4

4.5

2,400 sq.ft.

SOLD: 
$1,025,000

1

24

7 West Braddock Road

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

3

2

2,184 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$740,000

1

Offered at: 
$615,000

1

1

309 West Alexandria Avenue

5

4.5

4,741 sq.ft.

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

Offered at: 
$1,799,000

1

3

2

8725 Talbott Farm Drive

BAYA FRANTZ 
703.861.0511

2,080 sq.ft.

4

3.51

Offered at: 
$507,999

2

Price Reduction!

Coming Soon
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HOME OF THE WEEK

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!
Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!

Above: Renovated historic home with unob-
structed river views. Right: Beautiful living 

room overlooking park and river.
 Photos/Linens and Lens

Address: 511 S. Lee St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $2,290,000
Square Feet: 3,759
Beds: 5
Baths: 3 full and 2 half
Year Built: 1820
Contact: Lauren Bishop, McEnearney  
Associates, Inc., 202-361-5079 
www.laurenbishophomes.com

AT A GLANCEHave you considered pur-
chasing a home in Old Town’s 
southeast quadrant? If so, 
you will not want to miss 
this opportunity to explore 
511 S. Lee St. Overlooking 
Windmill Hill Park on one of 
Old Town’s most sought-af-
ter blocks, this five-bedroom 
home offers unobstructed 
panoramic views of the Po-
tomac River. 

Built in 1820, this his-
toric home was renovated 
with improvements that in-
corporate modern amenities 
while preserving its original 
charm. The floors, interi-
or trim and windows have 
all been restored to their 
original conditions, a fea-
ture rarely found in historic 
homes. Farrow and Ball paint 
has been applied inside and 
out.

A newly expanded kitch-
en boasts premium appli-

ances, Italian Carrara marble 
and heated floors. Hidden to 
preserve the home’s archi-
tectural integrity, six inde-
pendent climate zones were 
added to provide comfort 
throughout the home. A cen-
trally located wood-burning 
fireplace in the dining room 
delivers natural heat and 
aesthetic appeal. 

Exposed historic brick, 
high ceilings, windows and 
a graduated exit stairwell 
will make this basement one 
of the best features of the 
home. 

With custom cabinetry 
and built-ins throughout the 
home, the overall layout is 
both cozy and convenient, 
incorporating plenty of stor-
age such as his and her mas-
ter bedroom closets, a bonus 
exercise or nanny room, and 
a newly finished storage  
attic.

Historic 1820s home in Old Town’s southeast quadrant

in tip-top shape to sell so 
you aren’t left carrying two 
mortgages.

Sell, then buy
Maybe you bought a year 

ago and don’t quite have 
enough equity for a bridge 
loan or a HELOC. Maybe it’s 
just too much of a risk to 
hold two mortgages. If this 
is the case, an alternative 
option is to first sell your 
home and then purchase. 

The drawback? Moving 
twice is no fun, and de-
pending on the market and 
inventory, it could take 

a while to find your next 
home. 

Sell with an extended  
closing period 

If moving to a temporary 
rental or staying with family 
and storing your belongings 
isn’t an option, an alterna-
tive is to list your house and 
ask for an extended closing 
period and a post-settlement 
occupancy, or “rent-back.” A 
longer closing period would 
allow you to look for a home 
while minimizing the risk of 
holding two mortgages. 

Part of this strategy in-
cludes the rent-back option 
that would allow you to live 

in your home while finding 
and closing on a new house. 
In this situation, you sell 
your house and use the equi-
ty to purchase a new home. 
Then, the new owners rent 
the home back to you. The 
rent rate is typically the new 
buyer’s PITI — or principle, 
interest, tax and insurance. 
However, in a seller’s mar-
ket, the buyer may offer a 
lower rent rate or no charge 
at all.

One word of caution: The 
maximum period of time for 
a rent-back is 59 days. Oth-
erwise, it might appear that 
the new owner purchased an 
income property and vio-

lated lending requirements. 
Another risk: If you do an 
extended closing, you may 
find a house sooner than an-
ticipated and could run into 
issues with trying to access 
the equity in your current 
home. 

For example, Leigh and 
Lyle were downsizing to a 
condo after retirement. They 
wished to use the proceeds 
of the sale from their fami-
ly home for their purchase. 
They were able to negotiate 
a 60-day closing period on 
their existing home and use 
a 59-day rent back, giving 
them nearly four months 
to find, purchase and move 

into their new home. 

Moving forward
The idea of leaving a 

home you love when you ha-
ven’t found your next home 
is stressful. It is important 
to work with a real estate 
agent you trust, who under-
stands the market, who will 
partner with you, listen to 
you, understand your needs 
and walk you through all of 
your options. A realtor with 
local market knowledge can 
help you navigate your situ-
ation and guide you through 
the process of both selling 
and buying your home.

REAL TALK
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TimesLiving
LIFE WELL LIVED

BY MARA BENNER

Huaorani elders are re-
vered for their wisdom, 
experience and shamanic 
capabilities.  The elders are 
also thought to have mag-
ical powers that younger 
generations seek to em-
ulate. If you have a New 
Guinean grandmother, you 
are likely to seek her guid-
ance and wisdom on herbs 
and plants used for health 
and wellness. 

In Japan, China and Ko-
rea, the majority of elders 
live with their families, of-
fering wisdom, emotional 
support and multi-genera-
tional engagement. 

Jared Diamond re-
searched the above and 
more when he presented in 
a recent Ted Talk blog titled 
“What It’s Like to Grow Old, 
in Different Parts of the 
World.”

Cultures around the 
world have a wide variety 
of ideas on what decades of 
living on Earth means in so-
ciety. Unfortunately, in the 
United States, aging adults 
are generally not received 
with the same wisdom and 
intelligent consideration as 
our Ecuadorian neighbors. 
Yet every day, an estimat-
ed 10,000 baby boomers are 
turning 65 years old in the 
United States, and this gen-
eration is expected to soon 
challenge the current aging 
concepts held by Ameri-
cans.

Think of the television 

series “Grace and Frankie,” 
where two older women are 
actively engaged in life as if 
they were first-year college 
roommates. The two wom-
en are changing our under-
standing of what it is like to 
be a senior. They face the 

typical challenges of growing 
older but are unwilling to ac-
cept the stereotypical Ameri-
can conception of aging.   

A recent Pew Research 
Center study, “Baby Boom-
ers Approach 65, Glumly,” 
indicates that there are 
“79 million members of the 
Baby Boom generation and 
they account for 26 percent 

of the total U.S. population. 
By force of numbers alone, 
this group almost certain-
ly will redefine old age in 
America.” 

Alexandrians are no 
different. In 2017, almost 
24,000 out of 154,000 Alex-
andrians – about 16 percent 
of the city’s population – 
were 60 years or older, ac-

cording to the Alexandria 
Division of Aging and Adult 
Services. Similar to “Grace 
and Frankie,” older Alex-
andrians are continuing to 
be actively engaged in the 
community.  

With wisdom and experi-
ence to share, our city’s se-
niors are signing up to get 
more engaged locally. One 
example is the Senior Acad-
emy offered through Senior 
Services of Alexandria. The 
Senior Academy offers a 
deep-dive into all things 
Alexandria – its resources, 
leisure activities, cultur-
al educational opportuni-
ties and services.  Experts 
offer overviews on each 
topic and provide resourc-
es so that the information 
may be shared more widely 
with others. SSA is current-
ly seeking 25 city residents 
who are 60 years or older to 
join the next Senior Academy. 
The new session begins on 
Sept. 4. To learn more about 
the academy, visit www.se-
niorservicesalex.org.

SSA also offers an array of 
services, programs and even 
local discounts for seniors.  
The organization’s monthly 
“Senior Living in Alexandria” 
cable show and speaker se-
ries reviews legal, financial, 
health and wellness and com-
munity engagement topics, 
among others.

At Home in Alexandria is 
another nonprofit organiza-
tion known as a community 

Redefining aging in Alexandria

MARA BENNER

FILE PHOTO
With wisdom and experience to share, our city’s seniors are signing 
up to get more engaged locally.

SEE AGING | 20



20 |  JULY 25, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

of support, enrichment and 
fun for Alexandrians who 
have reached 55 years or old-
er. The organization lists on-
going activities and events 
for active engagement in Al-
exandria.  Through its mem-
bership, AHA offers social 
events such as happy hours, 
book clubs, dining out op-
tions, historical tours and 
discussion groups. Eligible 
Alexandrians are encour-
aged to try an event by con-
tacting AHA at www.atho-
meinalexandria.org.

The American Associa-
tion for Retired Persons has 
even provided a new name 
for those who are bucking 
the way we think about older 
adulthood. AARP calls these 
individuals “aging disrup-
tors.” The organization has a 
section devoted to aging dis-
ruptors along with a devoted 

hashtag #disruptaging. Here 
you can see how real-life 
Graces and Frankies are re-
imagining older adulthood. 
The so-called disrupters are 
developing innovative apps, 
producing films, redefining 
beauty and spreading the 
disruptive aging message.  

Your 80s are the new 30s, 
and there is no time like 
the present to get involved. 
Check out these Alexan-
dria-based groups. 

Mara Benner is the founder 
of Four Directions Wellness, 
intuitively connecting body, 

mind, emotions and spirit.  
The organization is affiliated 

with the GW Center for 
Integrative Medicine and 

offers individual sessions, 
classes and consulting. 

Learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.

FILE PHOTO
Alexandrians are redefining aging by being more active than ever. 
Encourage the seniors in your life to stay involved with the com-
munity. Senior Services of Alexandria offers various services and 
programs to help seniors get involved.
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JULY 27

OLD TOWN ARTS AND CRAFTS 
FAIR Hosted by Volunteer 
Alexandria for more than 35 years, 
this event takes place in the 
summer in Old Town. The event 
offers residents and visitors of 
all ages the chance to shop and 
browse dozens of vendors. Arts 
and crafts range from pottery and 
paintings to recycled jewelry and 
glass products, home and garden 
goods, clothing for people and pets 
and much more. Food vendors 
and trucks are available as well as 
alcohol for those who like to enjoy a 
cold beer with the show.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park,  
1 Prince St.
Information: mail@
volunteeralexandria.org

TRUE STORY! NONFICTION 
BOOK CLUB: ‘SAY NOTHING’ 
True Story! is the new nonfiction 
book club at Old Town Books. For 
its July meeting, the book club will 
be reading and discussing “Say 
Nothing: A True Story of Murder and 
Memory in Northern Ireland” by 
Patrick Radden Keefe. This 
conversation will be facilitated by 
bookseller Matt Gilson. True Story 
is free and open to the public. RSVP 
is appreciated. Take 15 percent off 
in-store purchase of “Say Nothing: A 
True Story of Murder and Memory in 
Northern Ireland” by mentioning the 
book club.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Old Town Books, 104 S. 
Union St.
Information: www.oldtownbooks.
com

THE GENERAL’S TOUR: ROBERT 
E. LEE IN ALEXANDRIA This 
guided walking tour of Robert E. Lee 
sites in Alexandria’s Historic Old 
Town will address the complicated 
legacy of the Confederate general’s 
life in Alexandria, his hometown 
from the age of five. The tour will 
last approximately 90 minutes. 
Tickets are available in advance for 
$10, or for $15 at the door. Tour 
space is limited, so the purchase 
of tickets in advance is highly 
recommended. Participants are 
encouraged to wear comfortable 
shoes and bring water. The event is 
free for members.
Time: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House 
Museum, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.
leefendallhouse.org

JULY 27 & 28

FIBRE SPACE’S 10-YEAR 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Fibre space is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary with a two day sale and 
celebration. Pull a needle from a 
jar at the door and try your luck at 
winning 10 to 30 percent off your 
entire purchase or fibre space gear. 

Stop upstairs to enjoy sweet treats 
from Fleurir Chocolates, enter prize 
drawings and more. Discounts are 
valid on in-stock items only. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 1319 Prince 
St.
Information: fibrespace.com

JULY 28

SCIENCE BEHIND HARRY 
POTTER FAMILY TOUR In 
honor of Harry Potter’s birthday, 
the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum is offering 45-minute, 
family-friendly tours that explore 
the muggle science and medicine 
behind J.K. Rowling’s “Harry Potter” 
series. Event partners include 
Hooray for Books!, which will be 
selling wizarding merchandise on 
site and Dolci Gelati, which will offer 
Butterbeer gelato in its shop. Tours 
include potion-making and a photo 
booth. The tour is recommended for 
ages 8 and up. Children must be 
accompanied by a ticketed adult. 
Space is limited and this event sells 
out quickly.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/apothecary

AUGUST 1

WATERFRONT BAGPIPE 
CONCERT Celebrate Alexandria’s 
Scottish heritage, as The City of 
Alexandria Pipes and Drums provide 
a free concert and soundtrack 
the summer with bagpipes and 
drums. Combining precision 
marching with innovative musical 
arrangements, the band has been 
delighting audiences for more than 
four decades.  Come down to the 
waterfront and enjoy the pipes, 
drums and a special performance 
by area Scottish dancers.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.facebook.com/
CityofAlexandriaPipesandDrums

AUGUST 2

“FRESH MEAT” ART EXHIBIT 
Join Del Ray Artisans for a special 
exhibit, “Fresh Meat” featuring 
artwork by Del Ray Artisans’ newest 
members from 2018 and 2019. 
“Fresh Meat” highlights new faces 
and new techniques. This exhibit will 
run until September 1.
Time: Opening reception from 7 to 
9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.delrayartisans.
org

AUGUST 3

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
FESTIVAL The popular, annual 
family event features antique fire 
apparatus, craft booths, displays 
by Alexandria merchants and live 

music. In addition to the day’s 
outdoor events, festival participants 
will enjoy visiting the Friendship 
Firehouse Museum, originally built 
as a firehouse in 1855. Food and 
beverages are available. Children 
will receive free fire helmets and 
are treated to a supervised visit 
inside the City of Alexandria’s fire 
trucks.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse, 
107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/friendshipfirehouse

READING AND SIGNING FOR 
LOCAL COP’S DEBUT BOOK  
Mark Bergin, a retired Alexandria 
police officer with nearly 30 years of 
service will be reading and signing 
copies of his debut mystery novel 
“Apprehension.” The novel follows 
Alexandria Police Detective John 
Kelly and the events surrounding a 
pedophile trial, delving into timely 
issues like mental health awareness 
in police departments. Bergin will 
be donating a portion of the profits 
from his book sales to the National 
Police Suicide Foundation.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Police 
Association Hall, 3010 Colvin St.
Information: 
alexandrialivingmagazine.com

PIZZERIA PARADISO IN THE 
PARK In celebration of Virginia 
Craft Beer Month, Pizzeria Paradiso 
will host a free beer festival along 
the Alexandria waterfront. Guests 
will have the opportunity to enjoy 
sips from 30 different Virginia 
craft breweries as well as pizza 
slices and meatballs from Pizzeria 
Paradiso’s mobile brick ovens. Lawn 
games, splash golf and live music 
will make up the one-day event 
creating the perfect weekend outing 
to enjoy local craft beer, pizza and 
entertainment along the Alexandria 
waterfront.
Time: Noon to 8 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.eatyourpizza.
com

FACTORY FLOW MORNING 
YOGA Find inner peace and 
creativity in this morning series 
focused on art, health and 
imagination. Instructors are 
yoga-certified and sessions are 
judgement-free for all skill levels. 
Please arrive 15 minutes early. 
Bring a mat, towel, and water bottle. 
Pre-register for one or more classes 
or pay at the door for drop-in. Check 
back for link to pre-sales. Cost: $10; 
$15 at the door.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/events

AUGUST 5 - 10

CARDINAL LEARN TO ROW 
With the help of the Bishop Ireton 

CALENDAR
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NOW OPEN!

somatus.com • (703) 721-8075

Somatus Kidney Care Center
at Inova Mt. Vernon
Experience a new level of comfort, 
quality, and care during treatments.

513 23rd St South 

Arlington
703-647-9702

www.lostiosgrill.com

Fine Tex-Mex & Salvadorean Food

Now Open in Crystal City

CALENDAR
crew team, learn the basics of 
rowing which includes learning 
the operational details of a typical 
rowing shell, body mechanics and 
the motion of rowing, and begin 
to experience the sport in a fun, 
educational and exciting way. The 
camp lasts from Aug. 5 to 10.
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Anacostia Boat House, 
1900 M Street SE, Washington D.C.
Information: meaghan.reilly@
bishopireton.org

AUGUST 10

PURPLE HEART 
COMMEMORATION Pay tribute 
to the oldest military decoration in 
the U.S. at the home of its founder, 
George Washington. Enjoy a musical 
prelude before the ceremony 
commences. The ceremony includes 
the presentation of the colors, 
a musical performance by the 
Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps 
and remarks by a Mount Vernon 
representative and the keynote 
speaker Captain Matthew Kutilek.
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org

AUGUST 16

ALEXANDRIA SUMMER 
RESTAURANT WEEK Alexandria 
Summer Restaurant Week 
showcases the inventiveness 
of local chefs in neighborhoods 
throughout the city, including 
Old Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and 
Eisenhower and the West End. At a 
range of locales, from neighborhood 
favorites to restaurants specializing 
in international cuisine, guests will 
savor the flavors of Alexandria’s 
distinctive collection of eateries. 
Newcomers like Urbano 116 and 
Village Brauhaus will join returning 
restaurants like Del Ray Café, 
Hank’s Pasta Bar and The Majestic. 
This event lasts from August 16 to 
25.
Time: All day
Location: Various locations
Information: www.
AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

EMERGING WRITERS 
FESTIVAL Join the inaugural 
Emerging Writers Festival. The 
festival will be a weekend-long 
celebration of writers and writing, 
featuring a diverse slate of events 
including author talks, craft-of-
writing workshops, a book and art 

fair, free public readings and panels 
on various topics including the 
business of publishing.
Time: All day
Location: Old Town Books, 104 S. 
Union St.
Information: www.oldtownbooks.
com 

THE SUMMER LOVE 
SOUNDTRACK FEATURING 
NACIM Soul singer NACIM comes 
to the Carlyle Club, bringing 
with him “The Summer Love 
Soundtrack,” featuring songs  
from John Legend, Prince, Maxwell 
and other R&B contemporaries. 
NACIM is a bilingual singer/
songwriter of Mexican and 
Lebanese heritage from the border 
town of El Paso, Texas. Fans have 
raved time and time again that 
NACIM is a once in a generation 
talent, one of a kind  
and extraordinarily soulful.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club,  
2050 Ballenger Ave.
Information: http://
thecarlyleclub.com/upcoming_
shows.html

AUGUST 17

OLD TOWN BEER, WINE AND 
DOG FESTIVAL At the Old Town 
Beer, Wine and Dog Festival guests 
will have the opportunity to enjoy 
locally sourced craft beer, wine  
and food while relaxing to live 
music with their favorite four-legged 
friends. The goal is to provide an 
alternative to the typical adoption 
process by combining food, drinks 
and dogs in a social environment. 

Whether you are adopting a dog 
or not, come help socialize the 
community’s sheltered and fostered 
dogs that are looking for a future 
home.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.
oldtownbeerwineanddog.com

AUGUST 24

ALEXANDRIA IRISH FESTIVAL 
This family friendly event is held 
to promote and preserve Irish 

heritage. Join the Ballyshaners, 
Alexandria’s nonprofit Irish heritage 
organization, and enjoy Irish 
entertainment with live Irish music 
and dance performances, craft 
vendors, a beer truck and plenty of 
food. Attendance is free and all are 
welcome.
Time: 11 am. To 7 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.ballyshaners.
org/2019-irish-festival
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Time: All day
Location: Various locations

Information: VisitAlexandriaVA.com/SidewalkSale

AUGUST 10 & 11

10TH ANNUAL SUMMER SIDEWALK SALE  One of the 
longest running seasonal summer shopping events in the D.C. 
region returns, the “shop small destination for independent 
boutiques.” The event features more than 50 Alexandria 
boutiques stepping out of their storefronts and offering deeply 
discounted summer merchandise up to 80 percent off. New 
this year: The King Street Mile comes alive with storefront 
activations, giveaways and live music. Plus, visitors are 
encouraged to make it a shopping weekend and enter an 
Instagram giveaway for the chance to win an overnight stay at 
Kimpton Lorien Hotel & Spa on Aug. 10.

PHOTO/M ENRIQUEZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

“We have been very clear from the beginning of the pilot that 
residents should contact the companies,” Yon Lambert, director of 
the Department of Transportation and Environmental Services, 
wrote in a May 3, 2019 e-mail to an Alexandria resident who had 
complained about scooter violations.

That response, in a nutshell, is what’s wrong with Alexandria’s 
scooter pilot program.

It most emphatically is not the responsibility of residents to en-
sure that scooter companies and riders are complying with state 
code, city regulations and the city’s memorandums of understand-
ing with scooter companies. 

The city let the proverbial fox into the henhouse that is Alexan-
dria’s treasured Old and Historic District. It’s up to our local gate-
keepers to either keep the fox in line or expel him from our midst. 
The hens can’t control the fox.

That response from Lambert, whose department oversees the 
scooter pilot program, was part of a package of e-mails between city 
officials, scooter companies and the public that were obtained by 
the Alexandria Times in a Freedom of Information Act request. Look 
for more Times stories and commentary on this topic in the coming 
months.

We appreciate that our local government is in a difficult position 
regarding scooter companies, which invaded this region – and cities 
throughout the world – mostly uninvited. Like many new technol-
ogies, the appearance of scooters left localities scrambling to deter-
mine whether they should be allowed, and, if so, how they should be 
regulated and policed.

The FOIAed emails show that City Manager Mark Jinks in par-
ticular seems sensitive to concerns raised by local residents and the 
negative impact that scooters are having on many Old Town resi-
dents. 

This pilot program is still very much a work in progress, and we 
believe that our local leaders mean well and are trying. But city offi-
cials still need to come up with enforceable plans to:

• Protect the safety of scooter riders and pedestrians.
• Prevent the aesthetic eyesore of scooters parked on historic 

neighborhood sidewalks. 
• Ensure that the scooter companies themselves, not Alexandria 

taxpayers, are paying for city personnel to enforce safety and liva-
bility concerns.

Regarding safety, the Times and the city have received many re-
ports from residents of scooter riders operating illegally and unsafe-
ly. These include reports of underage riders, people riding in tan-
dem, riding on the sidewalk, riding through parks, riding on the bike 
trail and riding without helmets.

Just last week, a middle-aged rider was involved in an accident in 
Old Town, sustained a head injury and was transported to G.W. Hos-
pital in D.C. for treatment. A city statement asserts that alcohol may 
have been involved. The desire for more vibrancy along Alexandria’s 
waterfront, which includes an increase of watering holes, seems to 
be potentially deadly when mixed with scooter usage.

Scooters continue to be strewn throughout Alexandria’s neigh-
borhoods like trash – in flower beds, in parks, sometimes toppled, 
sometimes blocking the sidewalk and sometimes hindering handi-

Policing scooters should 
not fall to residents
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To the editor:
There’s been a lot of talk recently 

about the use of e-scooters. Typically, 
the focus is on who uses the scooters and 
why, but there also needs to be a discus-
sion about the liability for damages that 
may result from their use. 

Recently, I was in Virginia Beach for 
a conference and saw individuals of all 
ages operating these scooters on the 
boardwalk, sidewalks and on Atlantic 
and Pacific Avenues at speeds that could 
cause serious injury in a collision.

If there was a collision with bodily 
injury or property damage, who is re-
sponsible, and would there be insurance 
coverage? 

In all likelihood, it would come down 
to a judge or jury. My understanding 
of the scooter rental agreement is that 
the renter assumes all responsibility for 
damages. It is also my understanding 
that the rental companies have liability 
insurance only to protect their own in-
terest. 

The big question is, would the rent-
er’s homeowner or automobile policies 

provide any coverage in an accident? The 
answer is simple for personal auto poli-
cies in Virginia – no. 

Homeowner policies are not quite as 
straightforward. Policies only provide 
liability and medical expense coverage 
if the vehicle is a non-owned “motor-
ized land conveyance designed for recre-
ational use off public roads.” It is a fact 
that these rental scooters are being op-
erated primarily on public roads. 

Is that what they were designed for:  
use on public roads? The answer will de-
termine if the homeowner policy in Vir-
ginia will provide coverage should there 
be an accident. Given our litigious soci-
ety, it will most likely be answered by a 
judge or jury. It should also be noted that 
coverage for damage the renter does to 
the e-scooter is excluded, regardless of 
the circumstances.

Renters beware.
-Joe Hudgins, CPCU

vice president, Technical Research & 
Government Relations, Independent 

Insurance Agents of Virginia

Who is liable in scooter accidents?
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The opinions expressed in letters 
and columns are those of the writers 

only and do not reflect the views, 
nor receive the endorsement, of the 

Alexandria Times.

Don’t shrink 
Seminary
To the editor:

The Alexandria City Coun-
cil is set to vote in mid-Sep-
tember to reduce the number 
of automobile lanes on Semi-
nary Road while simultaneous-
ly creating bicycle lanes similar 
to what they have done on King 
Street. Mayor Justin Wilson is 
vigorously leading the charge 
in favor of this dubious propos-
al, despite the concerns and 
objections of most of the civic 
associations within Seminary 
Road geographic area. 

One of the main concerns 
is that several of those associa-
tions contend that the accident 
data compiled by the city staff 
is just not accurate. However, 
even more importantly, alter-
ing Seminary Road could be a 
life or death situation, as am-
bulances use Seminary Road to 
access INOVA Alexandria Hos-
pital. Why would such an ac-
tion be even entertained? It is 
time for city council to look out 
for the common good, rather 
than to succumb to the needs 
of a few.
-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,

Alexandria                                                                                      

My View | St. Sen. Adam Ebbin, D-30
In your July 11 editorial, 

“Guns aren’t the whole prob-
lem,” the Alexandria Times 
states that, when it comes 
to preventing gun violence, 
complex mental illness mea-
sures are “just as important” 
and require “far more politi-
cal courage” to support than 
the gun violence prevention 
measures proposed during 
the special session on gun 
violence, including universal 
background checks, bans on 
assault weapons and extend-
ed magazines and reporting 
requirements for lost and 
stolen firearms.

This assertion overstates 
the connection between 
mental health and gun vio-
lence. Worse, while perpet-
uating false assumptions 
about mental illness and 
dangerousness, it furnishes 
a familiar scapegoat as cover 
for legislators attempting to 
justify their inaction on rea-
sonable gun violence preven-
tion measures.

An honest discussion on 
the issue starts with a few 
facts:

• One in five Americans 
experience mental illness, 
but only 4 percent of violent 
acts in the United States can 
be attributed to a person 
with a serious mental illness. 
Mass shootings committed 
by people with a diagnosed 
serious mental illness ac-
count for less than 1 percent 
of all yearly gun-related ho-
micides. People with serious 
mental illness are 12 times 
more likely to be the victim 
of violence than the overall 
U.S. population.

• Behavioral risk factors 
such as alcohol or drug abuse 
or, according to a Giffords 
Law Center report, a histo-
ry of domestic violence, are 
much stronger indicators of 
future violence than mental 
illness.

I do strongly agree with 
the Times that “we have a 
significant problem with 
guns in this country, and 

laws must change and be en-
forced” and “Better gun laws 
are needed.” However, we 
should stop allowing distrac-
tions from the issue of in-
complete firearm regulations 
and address threats compre-
hensively by implement-
ing universal background 
checks. This would remove 
the loophole that allows pro-
hibited persons, such as fel-
ons, domestic abusers and, 
yes, those who have been 
i nvolu nt a r i l y 
committed due 
to mental ill-
ness to purchase 
firearms from 
“private sellers,” 
often at a gun 
show, without 
a background 
check.

• In at least 
one-third of 
d o c u m e n t e d 
mass shootings 
in the United States from 
2009 to 2017, the shooter was 
legally prohibited from pos-
sessing firearms, according 
to everytownresearch.org. 
In half of those mass shoot-
ings, the shooter exhibited 
warning signs indicating 
that they posed a danger to 
themselves or others prior to 
the shooting.

• On average, there are 
more than 500 suicides com-
mitted with a firearm each 
year in Virginia.

We should also adopt an 
Extreme Risk Protection Or-
der law to address suicides 
or cases where the shooter 
showed a propensity to com-
mit harm. This would create 
a legal mechanism for law 
enforcement and the courts 
to temporarily separate a 
person from their firearms 
when they are found to pose 
a danger to themselves or 
others. This would prevent 
a person from purchasing 
or possessing firearms for 
the duration of the order, or 
until the courts determine 
the person no longer poses 

a risk. This allows people in 
crisis, or victims of domestic 
violence, a critical life-sav-
ing resource: time.

• Upward of 20 percent 
of handguns involved in a 
crime are sold as part of a 
multi-gun purchase. Prior to 
instituting its “one handgun 
a month law” in 1993, Vir-
ginia was one of the top sup-
pliers of guns used in crimes 
recovered in the Northeast. 
After instituting the law, 

there was a 54 
percent reduc-
tion in guns used 
in crimes traced 
to Virginia. The 
law was repealed 
in 2012. Virginia 
is again the top 
source for guns 
used in crimes in 
D.C., Maryland, 
New York and 
West Virginia.

• Lax lost 
and stolen gun laws make it 
easier for gun traffickers to 
funnel guns into the illegal 
market.

Measures that focus 
on decreasing the flow of 
firearms into the hands of 
criminals make not only us, 
but our neighbors safer. We 
should reinstitute the prov-
en one-handgun-a-month 
law and tighten reporting 
requirements around lost 
and stolen guns to remove a 
loophole that allows guns to 
slip through the cracks.

The Times asserts that 
reasonable people can 
believe that the Second 
Amendment guarantees 
an absolute right to own 
any kind of gun, which im-
parts unhelpful ambiguity 
in discussions of the Second 
Amendment, beyond what is 
supported by established Su-
preme Court precedent.  The 
laws proposed in Virginia are 
far from groundbreaking. 
Similar measures in other 
states have been upheld in 
constitutional challenges.

Virginia is one of only 

three states that allow a per-
son to be wholly acquitted by 
reason of insanity. The key 
issue here is that, although 
those who are acquitted are 
still institutionalized, if their 
symptoms remit, they must 
be released into the public. 
I will be introducing legis-
lation during the upcoming 
legislative session to ensure 
people like Pankaj Bhasin 
are not released back into the 
community.

However, the Times is 
again missing the forest for 
the trees. Less than 1 percent 
of all violent criminals even 
attempt a “not guilty by rea-
son of insanity” defense, and 
less than 25 percent of those 
use it successfully. This is a 
needed legislative fix, but it 
would do little to substan-
tially decrease the 1,000 
deaths by gun violence every 
year in Virginia.

The 15 delegates recent-
ly elected in red to blue dis-
tricts are showing a great 
deal of political courage in 
supporting gun violence pre-
vention legislation, risking 
their seats in closely-divided 
districts in order to imple-
ment life-saving reforms. 
This is especially clear in the 
stark comparison with their 
Republican counterparts, 
who refuse to take up even 
the discussion of such mat-
ters for fear of the NRA or 
Citizens Defense League.

The Times plays a key 
role both in informing our 
community and shaping the 
dialogue around contentious 
issues. In this editorial, how-
ever, by pivoting away from 
the pressing issue of gun 
violence, and attempting to 
walk the tightrope between 
competing interests, the 
Times showed a deficiency 
of the “political courage” you 
claim to seek.

The writer is a Democratic 
member of the Virginia 

State Senate, representing 
the 30th district.

ST. SEN. 
 ADAM EBBIN, 

D-30

capped drivers from accessing 
their cars. 

Let’s not pretend this is 
going well. The city needs to 
either hold scooter companies 
and their riders accountable 
for code and MOU violations 
themselves or else ban them 
from Alexandria.

Two things are clear: Al-
exandria has not yet come up 
with a workable plan for how 
scooters should operate in our 
city. And the current policy 
of passing responsibility for 
policing scooter companies 
to residents is both untenable 
and offensive.

OUR VIEW FROM | 22
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What do you think of ACPS’ decision to have 
the T.C. Williams football team play its 2019 
home games at The St. James, an indoor 
sports complex?
A) It’s a creative temporary solution.
B) Make it permanent. It solves the T.C. lights dilemma.
C) I wasn’t aware of this switch.
D) Let’s wait and see before deciding.
E) I don’t like it.

Weekly Poll
Take the poll at alextimes.com
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When someone goes into 
a store, they see the products 
and services offered for sale. 
But the story of what goes on 
behind the scenes, in back 
rooms and on upper floors, is 
also interesting. The story of 
the second and third floors of 
the Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary are good examples of 
behind-the-scenes working 
conditions from days gone by.

The current museum oc-
cupies 105 and 107 South 
Fairfax St., which are the two 
buildings the family used the 
longest, although their busi-
ness owned up to 11 buildings. 
Dendrochronology places 
the 105 building’s construc-
tion around 1815, and the 107 
building’s around 1805.

The most prominent fea-
ture when you climb to the 
second floor today is the lift 
door, which opened to allow a 
manual freight elevator. The 
pulley, or lift, system was de-
signed to bring products in on 
the ground floor and be able 
to move them between floors 
via the elevator to avoid hav-
ing to use the steep narrow 
stairs. This kind of system was 
popular in mercantile build-
ings that required heavy or 
large containers to be moved 
between floors. The 105 build-
ing also had a dumbwaiter 
installed that went between 

all the floors in the late 19th 
century. 

The second floor also con-
tains a manufacturing room, 
where medicinal ingredients 
were stored in repurposed 
flour and sugar tins and mixed 
together for customers. While 
drug manufacturing was part 
of the Leadbeater business, re-
distributing paints and medi-
cines made up the majority of 
the commercial enterprise. 

Edward Stabler began using 
the upper floors of 105 Fairfax 
as warehouse space as soon 
as he purchased the building 
in 1829.  At the height of the 
business in the 1910s, five to 

eight men worked in the upper 
warehouse and packing rooms 
on the third floor. During this 
peak, the business counted 
approximately 500 wholesale 
customers, all in the D.C. area. 

But the business peak 
didn’t last that long for the 
Apothecary. In 1933, it de-
clared bankruptcy, and the 
buildings and their contents 
were put up for auction. 
Spurred into action to save the 
historic collection for future 
generations, concerned Alex-
andria citizens and the Amer-
ican Pharmaceutical Associa-
tion purchased the collection 
and archives with private buy-

ers.
L. Manuel Hendler, a Bal-

timore ice cream merchant 
with an affinity for the his-
tory of pharmacy, purchased 
the majority of the contents 
and archives. The following 
year, the newly formed Land-
marks Society of Alexandria 
purchased the buildings at 
auction. Hendler then donated 
the contents and archives to 
the Landmarks Society.

With the buildings and col-
lection secured, the structures 
were conjecturally returned 
to their 18th-century appear-
ance by noted restoration 
architect, Thomas Tileston 
Waterman. The museum was 
officially opened in 1939, free 
of charge thanks to the finan-
cial support of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association. 
After an extensive renovation 
that added a fire suppression 
system and restabilized the 
structure, the Landmarks So-
ciety donated the museum 
and its important contents to 
the City of Alexandria in No-
vember 2006.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria. Historic Alexandria 
would like to highlight the 

work of Callie Stapp, curator 
of the Stabler-Apothecary 

Museum, in this column.

Above the Apothecary:
What the customers didn’t see

PHOTO/STABLER-LEADBEATER APOTHECARY MUSEUM

Last Week 
One month into the Metro shutdown, how have 
you been impacted?
33% -  There have been a few glitches, but overall 

it’s not too bad. 
31% - My commute has become a nightmare.
29% - I personally have felt no impact.
7% -   My business has been harmed by the 

shutdown.
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Weekly Words

17. Actual
18. Scary King
21. January, to Juanita
23. “Deal or No Deal” channel
28. Cesar Chavez’s suit type
32. Propel, in a way
34. Give it ___ (try)
35. Turkish lodging
36. Feline plaint
37. Gunk that a kid may make
39. Digital readout, for short
40. Guitarist Segovia
41. Historic German art school
42. Neat
43. De Matteo of “The Sopra-

nos”
46. Aloof
49. Joyful yell
50. High USAF rank
51. Start of a line by Juliet
53. Funds
54. Marie Antoinette, par 

exemple
55. ‘50s Ford flop
56. Religious law
57. Make amends (for)
59. Work event?
60. Make over
64. Singer Haggard
66. Security system component
69. Hot rum drink
72. Risky
74. Fool
75. Prefix with “phobia” or “bat”

77. Apt lipstick shade for a 
scuba diver

79. Airplane bathroom, infor-
mally

80. Asinine
82. “What’s ___?”
85. Not in favor of
86. Hot spot
87. Atop
88. College Board offering
89. Kind of calendar
90. Lamborghini competitor
91. Italian football club
92. Pie-mode filling
95. Passed bad checks
97. Hair removal substance
98. “Do ___ others ...”
101. Playground retort
103. Cowell on “America’s Got 

Talent”
104. Oak tree’s start
105. Question of ownership
106. Vicks spray brand
108. Father of Eros
111. Faris or Kendrick
113. Anguish
114. Suitable
116. Code-cracking org.
117. One may be full of Natural 

Light

ONE GIANT LEAP by Kevin Christian, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Overgrown
6. Went for enthusiastically
13. African antelopes
19. Composer Morricone
20. “Sweet Child O’ Mine” 
vocalist
21. 50/50 wager
22. “Lethal Weapon” or “Rush 
Hour” (first word)
24. Folgers alternative
25. UCSD athlete (Neptune)
26. Back muscle, familiarly
27. Woodworking tools
29. Chucklehead
30. Kill, as a bill
31. Folk hero Daniel
33. Queen dowager of Jordan
34. Eighth letter
36. Actress Rachel of “Spot-
light”
38. Quick chess game ending 
(last word)
40. Domicile
44. ___ center
45. Boost
47. Styx ferryman (Pluto)
48. Thin
50. Karaoke need
51. Dumpster smell
52. 2000 stoner film (first word)
58. Sign of joy or sadness
61. Perlman of “Cheers” (Sat-

urn)
62. Antsy
63. Chemical bond former
65. Arduous journey
67. One may ring or have a ring
68. Horace, for one
69. Lawn figure
70. See 6-Down
71. “Star Trek” helmsman
73. Corn ___ (Southern bread)
74. Job with wrinkles?
75. Far from ruddy
76. Match up
78. Brit’s “Good job!” (last 
word)
81. Princes, e.g.
83. Multinational financial corp.
84. Italia’s continent (Jupiter)
85. Blazing
88. Popular show recorder
90. JFK overseer
93. Did an outdoor chore
94. His face appears on many 
masks (first word)
96. Steering wheel attachment
99. The Little Mermaid (Uranus)
100. “La ___ Bonita” (Madonna 
hit)
102. Financial guru Suze
103. Adages
107. End of many hotel names
108. Perfume oil from petals
109. Part of TNT

110. Martial art with slow 
movements
112. Free app that frequently 
prompts you to pay
115. New York Times headline 
from 50 years ago on 7/21/69, 
and a hint to five two-row ar-
rangements in this puzzle
118. Served ice cream
119. “Insecure” actress
120. Like Eric the Red
121. Beliefs
122. Encouraging
123. Add on

DOWN
1. Netflix domain
2. Accustom (var.)
3. Break up
4. Inflicted upon
5. “Walk the dog” toy
6. With 70-Across, Taoism 

founder
7. Blow up
8. Annual fact-filled book
9. For the time being
10. “Mazel ___!”
11. From Thailand, perhaps
12. Hot under the collar
13. Days before holidays
14. “___ Miserables”
15. Mandela’s org.
16. Kevin Durant, e.g.

ANDREW T. AITCHESON (81), of Alexandria, July 16, 2019

PATRICIA L. BURKE (76), formerly of Alexandria,  
July 14, 2019

NICHOLAS CORVELLI JR. (92), of Alexandria, July 7, 2019

SYLVESTER I. GAINES (72), of Alexandria, July 21, 2019

JEWEL D. GIUSTOZZI (85), of Alexandria, July 20, 2019

HARRY HARDIN (81), of Alexandria, July 15, 2019

JEAN D. HARRIS (86), of Alexandria, July 14, 2019

SHIRLEY J. SHEFFEY (94), of Alexandria, July 9, 2019

RONALD SPEAKMAN (58), formerly of Alexandria,  
July 14, 2019

LUIS SUAREZ (98), of Alexandria, July 13, 2019

OLGA ZECHMAN (99), of Alexandria, July 16, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
BANKRUPTCY AUCTION  July 
29 at 12 noon at the Jeffer-
son Center, Roanoke, Virginia. 
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF 
SOUTH CENTRAL VIRGINIA. 
6 Properties – 5 Counties 

in South Central Virginia. 
Total Tax Assessed Value: 
$5,592,433.00. [Bidders must 
be prequalified Prior to the Auc-
tion] Contact: Walker Commer-
cial Services, Inc. VAAF#549   
540-344-6160  www.walker-

commercialservices.comt 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: July 29 
at 12 noon at the Jefferson 
Center, Roanoke, Virginia. 
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF 
SOUTH CENTRAL VIRGINIA. 
6 Properties – 5 Counties 
in South Central Virginia. 
Total Tax Assessed Value: 
$5,592,433.00. [Bidders must 
be prequalified Prior to the Auc-
tion] Contact: Walker Commer-
cial Services, Inc. VAAF#549   
540-344-6160  www.walker-
commercialservices.com

CAREER TRAINING/
 EDUCATION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 

Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND?   Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info pack-
et & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED/ 
DRIVERS

NEED CDL DRIVERS?  Ad-
vertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  

Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck drivers. 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net  

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:
Advertise your listings region-
ally or statewide. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions that 
get results!  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$150.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING   
& ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information about this appli-
cation or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at
www.alexandriava.gov/planning 
or call 703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2019-0068
4514 Venable Avenue – Proposed 
Business: Child Care Home
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a child care 
home; zoned R-2-5/Single and 
Two Family Zone.
APPLICANT: Soniya Ashraf
PLANNER: Max Ewart – max.
ewart@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-
500 of the zoning ordinance, the 
above listed request may
be approved administratively 
by the Director of Planning & 
Zoning. If you have any com-
ments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703. 746. 4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than August 16, 2019.

Classifieds

Cameron Café LLC

Cameron Café LLC

4911 Brenman Park Dr

Alexandria

22304-7746

Wine and Beer On & Off Premises Mixed Beverage

Rhoda Worku Manager / Owner

 A B S O L U T E  F O R E C L O S U R E  

AUCTION

434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com
Details at TRFAuctions.com

VAAF501

Wed, Aug.7, 12:30PM • 264 Red Hill Rd, Brookneal, VA

Office & 161 Acres near Red Hill

To Benefit
Patrick Henry

Family Services

ABSOLUTE

Offered in 3 tracts! 4,118 Sq.Ft. Office • 
12ac Residential Tract • 143ac Farm

 

City of Alexandria 
Public Notice 

City Invites Public to Comment on the Phase 2 Chesapeake Bay 
TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) Action Plan

The Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) general 
permit−the City’s stormwater permit, issued by the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) −requires the 
development and implementation of a Phase 2 Chesapeake Bay 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Action Plan for cleaning up 
the Bay to comply with the TMDL developed by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

The Phase 2 Action Plan documents that sufficient measures 
have been implemented to meet the Phase 1 pollutant reduction 
compliance targets through June 2018 and identifies strategies to 
further reduce nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment pollution by 
40% (cumulative) before October 31, 2023. 

The public is invited to comment in writing on the Draft Phase 2 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL Action Plan via email at MS4Program-
Plan@alexandriava.gov. Comments may also be dropped off or 
mailed to: 

Transportation and Environmental Services
Stormwater Management Division
Attn: Chesapeake Bay TMDL Action Plan
2900-B Business Center Drive
Alexandria, VA 22314

The Draft Phase 2 Chesapeake Bay TMDL Action Plan is avail-
able to view at alexandriava.gov/93790. The deadline for public 
comment is August 15, 2019. Comments submitted by mail must 
be postmarked August 15 or earlier. 

Following receipt and incorporation of public comment, the Phase 
2 Bay Action Plan will be finalized and posted to the City website 
by October 31, 2019.

For more information about this and other TMDLs, visit the City’s 
Total Maximum Daily Loads webpage at alexandriava.gov/52652. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JULY 25, 2019 | 27 

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Alexandria
Aces since 2008

alexandriaaces.com

The Aces would like to thank the fans, 
sponsors and community for their support 

in another successful Aces season!  
Keep an eye out for our playoff schedule 

posted in the next week. 

Home games are held at Frank Mann Field
3700 Commonwealth Ave. Alexandria, VA 22205

Alexandria_Aces AlexandriaAces1 Alexandria_Aces

Thank you

includes the phrase “Be the 
change you want to see in the 
world,” commonly attributed 
to Mahatma Gandhi, in En-
glish, Spanish and Arabic.

“I thought, given Alex-
andria’s diversity, we should 
have a multilingual butterfly,” 
Bennett-Parker said.

ALX Community and 
Old Town Boutique 
District

The third mural, shown on 
page 1, is located on the south 
side of the ALX Community 
building at 106 N. Lee St. 

Painted by muralist and Al-
exandria-based artist Meg Bi-
ram, the mural includes a rain-
bow of colors and text reading 
“Old Town Alexandria.” A 
bench directly in front of the 
artwork provides visitors and 
residents the perfect place to 
pose for a photo. 

The mural was funded by 
members of the Old Town Bou-
tique District, ALX Commu-
nity and other area sponsors. 
OTBD announced the installa-
tion of the mural on July 9, and 
Biram painted it shortly after.  

The project’s purpose is to 
engage visitors through in-
teractive art that portrays the 
character of Old Town and its 
passion for inclusivity, accord-
ing to a news release. 

-ahodjat@alextimes.com 
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tomers, publisher partners 
and even those outside Alex-
andria.

“It’s been overwhelming,” 
Klein said. “Somebody who 
is not even in our customer 
database sent a check. … It 
made me cry when I opened 
the envelope and saw the 
check. People have been very 
generous, kind and helpful.”

Despite the tremendous 
outpouring of communi-
ty support, the store is still 
reeling from its nine-day 
closure after the flooding. 
In total, the store lost more 

than $10,000 in revenue 
during that time.

“Staff couldn’t work for 
nine days. The store lost in-
come for nine days. That’s 
my focus now,” Klein said.

In order to make up for 
lost time and revenue, Hoo-
ray for Books! is putting on a 
Hip Hip Hooray fundraising 

event on July 31 with a silent 
auction featuring items from 
publishers and offerings 
from local businesses.

City leaders are also tak-
ing action to get financial 
relief for both the city and 
residents. While the city did 
not qualify for federal aid, 
Arlington did, which opens 

the door for Alexandria and 
all adjacent jurisdictions, 
Jinks said.

“Arlington County did 
qualify and therefore adja-
cent jurisdictions to the ju-
risdiction that qualifies also 
qualify,” Jinks said during 
the legislative meeting. “So 
homeowners will be eligible 
to meet with the [Small Busi-
ness Administration]. They 
will have to go through and 
talk with the SBA in regards 
to the amount of damage and 
whether it qualifies under 
the rules to receive a loan.”

The city is also looking 
into the state’s eligibility 

program for aid. Residents 
who have been affected by 
sewer-related backup are 
eligible for up to $2,000 
through the backup preven-
tor program, DuVal said at 
the meeting.

Despite the city’s efforts, 
Goeas believes more can 
be done and said she hopes 
that this is an opportunity 
to bring Alexandria together 
for a common cause.

“We’re hoping everybody 
can pool our collective voices 
to communicate to the city, 
‘You gotta do something,’” 
Goeas said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

We went down and the doors 
opened and water was rushing 
into our garage. ... [It was] not quite 

to your knees but close to it already.”
– Carole Goeas

FLOOD FROM | 7
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Tel. 202.361.5079  //  LBishop@McEnearney.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
LaurenBishopHomes.com

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR® | Licensed in Virginia

Opening Doors in  
Old Town Alexandria

511 S. Lee Street
$2,290,000 | 5 BEDS, 3 FULL & 2 HALF BATHS 

1007 Vassar Road
$7,500/MO. | 5 BEDS, 3 FULL & 2 HALF BA.

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR® | Licensed in Virginia

Sold: 403 S. Fairfax Street
$1,675,000 | 3 BEDS, 3 BA.

1423 Nash Street #N-208
$2,200/MO. | 2 BEDS, 1 BA.

Sold: 3030 Manning Street
$589,000 | 2 BEDS, 2 BA.


