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Lower King
pedestrian zone
proposed

PART 6 OF A SERIES

Are scooters
on the right
path?

Council to consider
impact of three-block
closure in Old Town
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Staff memo to council includes
stats, feedback, next steps
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Alexandria’s e-scooter pilot program is
nearing the end of the road in September,
and community members have lingering
questions about the program’s merits and
faults. A recent pilot program update memo
from city staff to city council answers some
of those questions – and raises others.
The memo, sent to council by city staff
on July 23, provides a detailed update, with
ridership data, crash and accident statistics
and projected next steps the city will consider taking with the program.
SEE SCOOTERS
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community amenity,” Wilson said. “I think the way I
envision this, at least in my
head, is you’re expanding
outdoor dining, you’re expanding activities that are
occurring there and events.
You’re using it as almost essentially a park, where today
it’s asphalt and a street.”
Staff is planning to bring
a recommendation to council this fall with a process
and timetable for studying a
lower King Street pedestrian zone, according to Sarah
Godfrey, city public information officer.
Since staff is still in the
early stages of crafting the
proposal, a clear image of
what the pedestrian-only
zone would look like has yet
to emerge. Parameters hav-

From the historic Trafalgar Square in London to the
eight-block-long pedestrian
mall in Charlottesville, it’s
not unusual for cities to feature pedestrian-only zones
in major dining and shopping districts. With a recent
proposal, Alexandria could
be next.
Mayor Justin Wilson and
Councilor John Chapman
have requested that city
staff look into closing the
unit block, 100 block and 200
block of King Street to vehicle traffic, according to a May
14 memo to city council.
“There is very much a
10
yearning for rethinking the SEE PEDESTRIAN
way we use public space,”
Wilson said. “Here, you have
INSIDE
a space that attracts a lot of
people, a lot of visitors, a lot of Alexandria Harmonizers
Local barbershop chorus
residents, and I think there’s
a way to make that even more visits Alexandria’s sister city.
Page 8
vital, even more attractive to
the community.”
In the memo, Wilson and
Foodie
Chapman requested that
Turn up the summer
staff look into expanded outheat with Boston Beach
door dining, streetscape injerk chicken.
frastructure enhancements,
Page 11
programming expansion, expanded bicycle infrastructure
Arts
and public art integration.
The Little Theatre puts on
“It’s very much looking
‘The Producers.’
at [King Street] as a broader
Page 14
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Summer Sidewalk Sale to take
place this weekend
The annual Alexandria
Summer Sidewalk Sale will
take place this weekend in
Old Town and Del Ray, according to a news release.
Beginning at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, shoppers can find
discounted
merchandise,
such as clothing, home decor
and seasonal gifts, up to 80
percent off.
More than 50 stores will
take part in the event, including Pacers Running, The Dog
Park, fibre space, Old Town
Books and Bishop Boutique,
according to the release.

Shops will have yellow balloons on display if they are
participating.
For its 10-year anniversary, the sidewalk sale will
include new attractions.
Features, such as lemonade stands, snow cone machines and mosaic-making
demonstrations, will take
place along King Street. Pop
up bluegrass and folk performances by musicians from
the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra will be held at the
Alexandria Visitor’s Center
and 913 King St. from 12 p.m.

to 3 p.m. on Saturday. Kimpton Lorien Hotel and Spa will
offer complimentary gourmet
dog treats and water bowls for
several hours on both Saturday and Sunday.
In addition, there are several Instagram giveaways
planned. One winner will receive an overnight stay at the
Kimpton Lorien Hotel, while
two others will receive a $25
gift certificate.
Parking at meters will be
free in Old Town on both Saturday and Sunday.
-hhartzell@alextimes.com

The Producers

7/27-8/17

Max Bialystock, the onetime
king of Broadway producers, is
hungry to strike it rich. Leo Bloom,
an accountant with dreams of
becoming a producer, discovers
they could get richer by producing
a flop. When their new production,
“Springtime for Hitler,” turns out
to be a smash success, the plan is
thrown off and the partners lives
are thrown into Buy tickets early at our
chaos.
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

Police investigate fourth
scooter crash
The city’s fourth reported scooter crash occurred on
Saturday, according to a news
release. The incident occurred
at the intersection of Main
Line Boulevard and Potomac
Avenue and the rider was sent
to the hospital, according to
the release. No other vehicle
was involved in the crash.

This is the fourth reported
scooter crash in Alexandria.
The first occurred in April
when a rider was hit by a car
and sustained only “minor
scrapes,” according to a memo
from city staff. The second incident occurred in May, quickly followed by a third in July.
The latter resulted in a

minor head injury for the
rider and a trip to George
Washington
University
Hospital, according to Communications Director Craig
Fifer. Both the second and
third crashes involved a rider but no other moving vehicle.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local animal shelter waives
adoption fees for limited time
The
Animal
Welfare
League of Alexandria is waiving adoption fees for animals
in need as part of a nationwide Clear the Shelters event
on Aug. 17, according to the
AWLA website.
In coordination with
NBC4 and Telemundo 44,
shelters across the country
will offer people the chance
to adopt an animal compan-

ion for free.
As part of the event, the
AWLA will open an hour early at 11 a.m., according to the
post. The AWLA will also be
setting up an activity tent
outside its location at 4101 Eisenhower Ave. where attendees can purchase discounted
pet supplies and treats.
The shelter encourages those who are not able to

adopt to donate to the AWLA
instead. Donations go toward
covering the cost of shelter,
food, veterinary costs and
special medications, according to the AWLA website.
To donate, visit alexa nd r iaa n imals.org /clea rit-forward-2019. For more
information, visit alexandriaanimals.org.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Introducing...

Laser Dentistry
Non-invasive benefits include
Drill-free cavity
treatment

Non-surgical snoring
solutions

No needles or anesthesia

No expensive root canal

The Lightwalker laser is the most advanced
system on the market for bone regeneration and
fixing loose teeth and gum disease!

Dr. Sheri Salartash

DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP
and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor
dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave
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The Lamplighter
A new shade from The Lamplighter
can help cool off your summer.
Bring in your lamp and see how
cool it gets!

1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-549-4040
www.lamplighterlamps.com

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Virginia Tech Innovation Campus
meeting draws 175 design firms
A Request for Proposal
meeting for the Virginia Tech
Innovation Campus drew a
packed crowd of 175 design
firms, furniture vendors, engineers and contractors to a
Crystal City conference room
on Aug. 1, according to a Virginia Tech news release.
Virginia Tech announced
in June that it would be partnering with Lionstone Investments to build its graduate
school’s Innovation Campus
in Alexandria. The campus, a

part of the state’s bid to attract
Amazon’s HQ2, will be part of
a 65-acre mixed-use development in National Landing, adjacent to the future Potomac
Yard Metro station.
On July 11, the university
issued an RFP to provide full
design services for the campus’
first 300,000 square foot building, according to the release.
A total of 232 people representing 175 companies, including around 75 Virginia
Tech alumni, attended the

standing-room only meeting
on Aug. 1, according to the
release.
Written proposals are due
Aug. 13, according to the RFP,
and Virginia Tech expects to
award a design contract late
in 2019. The building is set to
be completed by 2024, according to the release. The first
class of master’s students will
enroll in fall 2020 and take
classes in space adjacent to
the site of the new campus.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Salon to open in former BGR site in Old Town
Preview and shop our

Alexandria
Sidewalk Sale!
ENJOY

MAJOR

DISCOUNTS
ON SALE ITEMS!
THURSDAY
& FRIDAY
AUGUST 8-9
10AM-6PM
START SHOPPING
TODAY!
320 PRINCE ST
ALEXANDRIA
703.996.9074

Hazel O. Salon, a new hair
and beauty salon, will open
at 108 N. Washington St. in
late August.
Entrepreneurs and cousins Nikita Montgomery and
Marcia Rhodes-Tyler are
owners of Hazel O., which
they are opening in honor
of their late grandmother, a
cosmetologist.

“Up until [my grandmother] was about 80 years
old, she was doing hair … It’s
been a dream of ours to honor her legacy by pursuing this
venture,” Montgomery said.
Hazel O. will offer hair
services, facial waxing and
lash extensions.
“We call ourselves the
quintessential urban beauty

oasis,” Montgomery said. “So
once we open, you’ll see we’ve
included a tropical Floridian
feel. … We really just want
this to be a place that clients
can come to, in the hustle
and bustle of the metropolitan area. They get pampered,
they get away, they just enjoy
some time to themselves.”
-hhartzell@alextimes.com

U-2 pilot’s son describes Cold War spy swap
Francis Gary Powers Jr.
spoke about his new book,
“Spy Pilot,” and his famous
father in an appearance Sunday evening at Union Street
Public House. Francis Gary
Powers Sr. was an Air Force
pilot who was flying a U-2
spy mission for the Central
Intelligence Agency over the
Soviet Union on May 1, 1960,
when he was shot down by a
Soviet missile and captured.
The incident created an
international sensation because the U-2 program had
been secret – President
Dwight Eisenhower initially
said the craft was a weather
plane – and Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev waited

several days before parading
Powers Sr. before TV cameras to call the U.S. president’s
bluff. Powers spent almost
two years in Soviet prisons
before being exchanged for
Soviet spy Rudolf Abel. The
exchange was dramatized in
the Steven Spielberg movie,
“Bridge of Spies,” which was
released in 2015.
Powers Sr. died in 1977
in a helicopter crash after a
faulty fuel gauge caused his
helicopter to run out of gas.
Powers Jr. said his father tried
to autorotate his helicopter to
the ground, but his landing
pathway would have injured
children below so he diverted
and crashed.

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

Francis Gary Powers Jr.

Powers Jr. has written two
books about his father in an
effort to tell the full story as
more records pertaining to
the U-2 program and his father’s imprisonment have
been declassified. The audience of about 25 people at
Sunday’s talk included numerous accomplished aviators and former CIA officials.
-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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After being approved in
November 2018, the city’s
e-scooter pilot program commenced in January 2019 with
Lime, the first permitted
scooter company, launching its fleet of dockless electric vehicles onto the city’s
streets. Since then, five more
companies have received permits and signed memorandums of understanding with
the city. All permits expire on
Sept. 30, although the city is
able to administratively extend the program until the
end of October while staff
evaluates the program and
crafts a recommendation for
council.
Community
concerns
around safety, parking and
the program’s aesthetic impact on Old Town have been
present since the beginning,
and the memo documents
hundreds of complaints from
residents during the memo’s
January through May timeframe. But data in the memo
also reveals usage levels that
indicate the program has
taken off with riders.
From January through the
end of May, 18,050 registered
users of the apps have started or ended 101,515 scooter
trips in Alexandria, according
to the memo. Eighty percent
of those trips took place in
April and May. Between January and May, riders travelled
91,644 miles, with the average trip lasting between between 10 and 15 minutes and
spanning just under one mile.
The total number of
trips roughly coincides with
the arrival of summer, the
change in weather and rise
in tourism, according to the
memo. Riders took 4,198
trips in February. That number quickly jumped to 13,845
in March and then to 42,200
in April before falling to
39,682 in May.
According to the memo,
the six scooter companies
currently permitted to operate in the city – Lime, Lyft,
Bolt, Bird, Skip and Spin –
have each deployed 50 to 180
vehicles per day on average,
totaling, on average, 650 to
700 scooters in Alexandria
per day. Per the MOU, each
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The rise in the number of active users roughly coincides with the arrival of summer and rise in tourism,
according
25,000 to the staff memo.
20,000

19,357
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company
can deploy a max- by a car and received13,351
only released, according to Craig
15,000
imum
of
200
scooters.
“minor scrapes,” according Fifer, the city’s communica10,000
5,896
A handful of crashes and
to the memo. The second oc- tions5,958
director.
5,000
injuries
have
been
reported
curred
in
May
and
“involved
A
fourth
crash1,385
occurred
0
Boltproperty damBird
Skip
since the pilot Lime
began, thoughLyftthe rider and
on Saturday
at theSpin
intersecthe memo notes that the num- age”Active
nearUsers
North
West and tion of Main Line Boulevard
Per Company
ber of actual crashes is likely Princess streets.
and Potomac Avenue, achigher than the reported tally.
A third crash occurred cording to a city news alert.
45,000
42,200
“It is acknowledged that on July 18, but, due to the
The rider
was transported
39,682
40,000 crashes and injuries
known
memo’s data only extending
35,000
are
likely less than the actual through May, was not in30,000
total due to non-reporting,” cluded in the report. In this
25,000
according
to the memo.
case, a man was hospitalized
20,000
The memo notes two after crashing a scooter near
15,000
13,845
crashes,
neither of which the intersection
of Gibbon
10,000 in police reports or
resulted
and South Royal streets.
4,198
5,000 while the Times
injuries,
1,590has The man suffered a minor
learned
of
two
additional
head
injury and was trans0
Jan.
Feb. to the George
March Wash-April
May
crashes in recent weeks.
ported
The first crash occurred ington University
Hospital
Total Trips
in April when a rider was hit where he was treated and

to the hospital, and no other vehicle was involved with
the crash.
The scooter companies
also reported six “minor
injuries” between January
and May involving riders
and the scooters, including
hand pains caused by rough
riding and incidents with
potholes or other immobile
street objects.
Community
members
have had ongoing concerns
about safety for riders and
pedestrians along with
improper parking and riding. According to the memo,
community members voiced
those concerns, en masse, to
both staff and the companies.
SEE SCOOTERS
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From January to May, the city’s e-scooter pilot program saw 18,050
registered users travel 91,644 miles, starting or ending 101,515
trips in Alexandria, according to a staff memo.

15,000
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5,000
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Community
members
reported 97 parking issues
and 324 “other” issues to the
scooter companies. Meanwhile, city staff received
around 800 comments or reported issues from the community, the city’s Call.Click.
Connect service received 213
tickets and the dockless mobility email address received
more than 500 emails.
Staff’s memo to council
notes common themes from
the community input it received, including improper
parking of scooters; pedestrian safety especially for elderly
people and those with disabilities; the loss of Old Town’s historic character; and questions
about the law and legislation
around scooters. The city has
been evaluating community input — particularly from
those in Old Town where 65
percent of scooter usage takes
place — and making some
mid-pilot adjustments based
on the feedback.
Some of those mid-pilot

ALEXANDRIA TIMES
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Lime, which was the first company permitted to operate in the city in January, has the most active users,
followed by Bolt, which was permitted on Feb. 22, and Bird, which was permitted on March 1.
45,000
42,200
39,682
40,000

35,000
adjustments
were implemented30,000
early in the pilot program.
25,000
For
instance, the city posted20,000
variable message boards
15,000
on
King Street and near the
waterfront
in May, warning
10,000
scooter
side5,000 operators that
1,590
walk riding
is prohibited.
0
Jan.
The city also communicated to the companies the
need to increase or modify
safety messaging in the apps
themselves, according to the
memo. Some companies, including Bolt, now show notifications about local rules
every time the app is opened.
Others, such as Bird, have
safety messaging, but users

have to look for it in the “How efforts on weekends in areas
to Ride” section of the app.
where ridership is high. Those
The city is also working efforts resulted in six citaon its own form of rider edu- tions for sidewalk riding and
cation.
reckless driving and 138 stops
13,845
“One of the things that where officers warned and
4,198currently working on educated scooter riders after
we’re
right now is kind of like a stop sign violations, sidewalk
Feb.
May
door
hanger butMarch
it’s a scooterAprilriding or underage
operation.
hanger where we’ve
got
inforThe
city
also
formed
its
Total Trips
mation for users,” Hillary Orr, own enforcement effort: a
deputy director of the De- scooter task force made up
partment of Transportation of T&ES employees who
and Environmental Services, straighten, report and imsaid.
pound scooters. The MOU
The city worked with the states that a company must
Alexandria Police Depart- retrieve
any
improperly
ment to increase targeted parked vehicle within two
enforcement and education hours, or the city can im-

pound it and charge the company for the time and staff
hours required to transport
and house the vehicle.
T&ES staff straightened
230 scooters, reported three
improperly parked scooters
and impounded 31 scooters.
Staff also noted several instances of vandalism to the
scooters, such as people putting the vehicles into trash
cans, kicking them and even
throwing them into bodies of
water.
Other adjustments to the
pilot, including geofencing
and scooter corrals, have taken longer to implement.
“We have worked with the
companies to geofence certain
areas based on feedback based
on the community,” Orr said.
“Right now, people can ride
through those areas. What the
geofencing means, and what
the technology is right now,
is that people cannot start or
end a trip there.”
So far, the city has
geofenced Market Square,
SEE SCOOTERS

ENRICHING
LIFE’S JOURNEY
Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has
been welcoming residents home for more than
50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor
plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether
you live independently or require assisted living
or health care services, we encourage you to
experience every day surrounded by an active
community of friends and neighbors.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA
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National Night Out
in Alexandria
Throughout Alexandria, block parties
offered community members food, games
and music on Tuesday night as part of
Alexandria’s 36th annual Night Out, a
celebration of community-building, local
crime prevention awareness and first
responders. Between a bounce house
in Arlandria, a summer buffet in North
Ridge and ice cream in Del Ray, there was
plenty to enjoy throughout the city.
Deputy Sheriff Tim Wauhop poses with some young fans at the Del Ray
Night Out block party.

The community celebrates at the North Ridge Citizens Association’s block party.

A dunk tank at Arlandria’s block party

Photos by Cody Mello-Klein

Block parties across Alexandria included food, games and the chance to
interact with police motorcycles and fire trucks.

Arlandria’s block party included hot dogs, Italian ice and a watermelon eating contest.
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Alexandria Harmonizers head to Scotland
Barbershop chorus to
perform at Edinburgh
Festival Fringe during
U.K. tour
BY HEATHER HARTZELL

The Alexandria Harmonizers, an Alexandria-based
men’s barbershop chorus, are
touring in the United Kingdom until Aug. 12. The tour
includes performances in
Dundee, Scotland, one of Alexandria’s sister cities, and in
Edinburgh, Scotland, at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
The Alexandria Harmonizers have travelled abroad
before, to China in 2012 and
to France in 2014, according
to their website. But the trip
to the United Kingdom is special because of the connection
between Dundee and Alexandria.
While Alexandria’s most
well-known sister city is Caen,
France, Alexandria also has
a relationship with Dundee,
Scotland. Alexandria and

Dundee have been sister cities
– meaning they promote educational and cultural exchanges – since 1993, according to
the Dundee Alexandria Twinning Association’s website.
Joe Cerutti, the artistic director of the Alexandria Harmonizers, said the group decided to look into performing
in Dundee after pursuing a
performance at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe.
Fringe festivals are art festivals that feature alternative
or experimental performances or exhibitions, according
to the Oxford English Dictionary. The Edinburgh Festival
Fringe, the oldest and largest
fringe festival in the world, is
known for drawing thousands
of performers of all genres to
hundreds of stages throughout Edinburgh, according to
its website.
Cerutti said the Alexandria
Harmonizers’ participation in
Edinburgh Festival Fringe is
unusual.
“Barbershop harmony …

Learn why our
unique memory
care could be
the right fit for
your loved one

[is] one of the very few forms
of music that is truly indigenous to America, and you
don’t see it at things like European fringe festivals,” Cerutti
said. “So if there’s anything
we were excited about doing,
it’s really representing American music.”
After locking down a
spot in the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the Harmonizers
decided to include a stop in
Dundee on their tour of the
U.K.
“It just happened to be
that nearby [Edinburgh]
was Alexandria’s sister city,
Dundee,” Cerutti said. “And
that’s what caused us to say,
‘Wouldn’t this be a cool thing
if we not only went and did
[the festival], but we went and
did something on behalf of
Alexandria as well?’”
The
performance
in
Dundee will also include performances by soloist Brooke
Coventry, the Dundee Gaelic
Choir and the Monica McCann Irish Dancers.

Silverado Alexandria provides our signature
blend of compassion and clinical excellence.
Please join us for an open house, treats and a
chance to get to know the community and its
leadership team.

Open House
Wednesday, August 14, 2019
4:00pm – 6:00pm
RSVP to Jane Hughes
Email: jane.hughes@silverado.com

(703) 215-9110
silverado.com/alexandria

2807 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22302
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The Alexandria Harmonizers in rehearsal.

Founded in 1948, the Alexandria Harmonizers are
widely regarded as one of the
top barbershop choirs in the
country, according to their
website. The Harmonizers are
members of the Barbershop
Harmony Society, a national organization of about 700
choruses. In the 1980s and
1990s, the society ranked the
Harmonizers as the number
one barbershop chorus in
the country four times. Since
then, the Harmonizers have
continued to be ranked in the
nation’s top five to 10 barbershop choruses.
Because of the Harmonizers’ reputation, other barbershop choruses around the
country often attend the Harmonizers’ performances.
“We get a lot of other barbershoppers who are travelling to Washington and
while they’re here, this is a
stop, just like the Washington
Monument and the Capitol
building,” Brad Jones, the tour
coordinator, said. “If they’re
barbershoppers they want
to swing by and watch a rehearsal. We do the same thing
when we’re travelling.”
Of the 100 men in the chorus, about 55 are on the United Kingdom tour. The youngest member of the Alexandria
Harmonizers is in his teens,
and the oldest is approaching

90 years old. A majority of the
chorus is composed of amateur singers.
“The message that we
bring is that you don’t have
to be the winner of American
Idol or America’s Got Talent,”
Cerutti said. “There are opportunities at any level, for
any age, for any quality singer, right here in our own community.”
Shawn Tallant has been
with the Harmonizers for
more than eight years, and he
now serves as the president of
the organization. A lifelong
singer, he said that the prospect of hard work drew him to
the group.
“I was looking for an organization, and I always
tried to choose an organization [where] you’re going to
work hard, and Harmonizers
sort of fit that,” Tallant said.
“They’re at the top of their
game, but at the same time,
they’re at the top of their
game with community and
everything else … so to me it’s
a whole package.”
The Harmonizers work to
bring singing out of the rehearsal hall and into the community. In Alexandria, they
offer youth singing workshops and participate in fellowship programs. Last year,
SEE HARMONIZERS
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The Harmonizers rehearse “Circle of Life” for their performance in the United Kingdom.
HARMONIZERS
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they co-hosted a Men’s Choral
Fellowship at the Alfred Street
Baptist Church, according to
their website. While in the
UK, they will offer a workshop
with the Cottontown Chorus
of Bolton, England.
“We like taking our music
where there are other singers,
because it’s fun to interact
with other singers,” Cerutti
said. “But it’s also really important for us to take our music to places where people are
not doing a lot of singing, to
show them not only how fun
it is, but that it can be done by
amateurs of any age.”
More than anything, the
Harmonizers said they want
to impart the joy of singing to
audiences.
“If more people would get
together and sing, there would
be less strife,” Tallant said.
“I think one of the ways I’ve

heard [Cerutti] say it is, ‘How
many people leave choir practice and on their way home,
decide to rob a 7-Eleven?’ You
just don’t see that. It’s that
community. It’s that bonding.
It’s a lot of things. So if more
people would just sing, there
would be less strife.”
The Harmonizers setlist,
which they will perform not
only in the U.K. but also at
their fall concert in September, includes “For Good” from
“Wicked,” “Blow Gabriel Blow”
from “Anything Goes” and
“Circle of Life” – the show’s
finale – from “The Lion King.”
Before the group performs
“Circle of Life,” member Bob
Blair addresses the audience
in a prepared monologue that
echoes the Harmonizers’ message. He ends his address with
the words, “With music in our
hearts, we can change the
world.”
–hhartzell@alextimes.com
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Alexandria’s 10th Annual Summer

Sidewalk Sale
August 10-11, 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
up to

50%

off selected
gifts, books,
and apparel

105 South Union Street | 703-684-4682
www.TheOldTownShop.com | @TheOldTownShop
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en’t been solidified yet, meaning a recommendation could
involve partially or completely closing any combination of
the unit, 100 or 200 blocks of
King Street.
Creating a lower King
Street pedestrian-only zone
isn’t a new idea. In fact, the
city already held a trial program 13 years ago.
For four weekends in the
summer of 2006, the city
closed the 100 block of King
Street to vehicle traffic and
studied its impact on residents
and businesses, according to
a city staff report. Surveys

found that 83 percent of pedestrians supported the street
closure while business owners
gave the effort mixed reviews.
Most merchants reported
that sales either remained the
same or decreased, according
to the report. The total cost to
the city for the four weekends
was $17,300, which included
staff cost, entertainment, police and streetscaping.
Wilson, who wasn’t on
council in 2006, said it was unclear why council never moved
forward with the pedestrian
zone after the pilot ended.
“I think council kind of
shelved for further discussion
and I don’t think that ever

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

~ Leaving Rusty ~

Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At
surgery
sometimes.
“Sarah’s Fund” to
agePuppies
4, he isrequire
energetic,
and
needs encouragement
It was hard
to leave
Rusty,
but
his
owner’s
job required it,
provides
Shelter
pets
with
needed
procedures.
slow down.
so at age 11, Rusty is house hunting.
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair

He’s lost
astenosis”,
leg,
butwith
gained
perspective
onshade,
what’sslow
He is a “pulmonic
gentle
giant,
enjoying
naps
outdoors
inAlexandrians.
the
donations
from
important;
be
happy
each
day,
and
love
those
walks and head scratches from visitors. He’s a little sad, but
Your five-dollar
addsthis
to Sarah’s
Fund
and
around
you.a kind-hearted
Flashdonation
well knows
credo,
and
hopes
optimistic
that
human
will
give
himthat
a new
together
with
contributions
of
others,
ensures
for a home of his own to share the love.
home to
call
his
own.
He’s
got
love
to
give.
medical care is there when needed.
For For
further
information
Rusty, please reach
out to the
iNFo
aboutabout
alexaNdria’S
adoptable
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week
is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding
homes for pets and people, too.

came back. I’m not 100 percent clear on why that is,” Wilson said.
Now that Wilson and
Chapman are attempting to
bring it back, the potential
pedestrian-only zone is again
drawing mixed reviews from
King Street businesses and
nearby residents.
Yvonne Callahan, vice president of the Old Town Civic Association, said the group hasn’t
formally taken a stand for or
against the pedestrian zone.
However, she said that she’d be
in favor of a trial period.
“I tend to, as a policy matter, really favor pilots,” Callahan said. “A pilot can help
people decide if it’s tolerable,
if it’s intolerable, how much it
adds to the community or how
much it takes away from the
community. … I am not convinced that it’s going to bring
in much more revenue, but if it
turns out that the restaurants
do in fact create more revenue, they’ll tell you and tell
you they like it. They want it.
So I’m willing to give it a try.”
Callahan said her main
concern was traffic on through
streets. Both Union Street,
which intersects King Street
between the unit and 100
blocks, and Lee Street, which
intersects King Street between the 100 and 200 blocks,
are popular through streets.
“The biggest issue is going
to be how many blocks are included,” Callahan said. “If you
close off Union Street in order
to make this two continuous
blocks, okay, you’ve just created yourself a massive traffic
jam up at Lee … and spreading
up towards Fairfax.”
Wilson said that traffic and
parking would be addressed
in staff’s recommendation to
council.
Noe Landini, owner of
three restaurants on the 100
block of King Street – Landini Brothers, Pop’s Old Fashion
Ice Cream and Fish Market
– said completely closing the
blocks would have a negative
impact on business.
“We have a lot of clients

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

The 200 block of King Street.

that need to be dropped off
out front, whether it’s because
they’re disabled, whether
it’s because they’re elderly,”
Landini said. “We have a very
successful valet program that
I think accommodates a lot of
these issues, and if you don’t
allow people to be dropped off
out front and if you don’t allow
there to be a valet program,
then there are people that just
aren’t going to be able to come
to my restaurants or the other
restaurants on the block.”
As an alternative to completely closing the area to traffic, Landini proposed limiting
it to one-way, one-lane-only
traffic.
“What I suggested was, at
the very least, provide one-way
traffic with either short-term,
limited parking or one-side
parking, which would allow
you to significantly expand
the sidewalks, pedestrian traffic and outdoor dining,” Landini said. “You don’t really sacrifice accomplishing anything
by allowing single-lane traffic
through the lower end of King
Street, because you still gain
so much by eliminating at least
one side of the parking and one
direction of traffic.”
Pat Dunn, owner of the
Silver Parrot, said he was completely opposed to the pedestrian zone because of parking.
“I am opposed to anything
that reduces the number of
parking spots available in Old
Town,” Dunn said in an email.
“Closing off the lower blocks
of King Street will remove
dozens of parking spots available throughout the day. Parking is already scarce and this

will magnify the problem.”
Both the Silver Parrot and
Landini’s restaurants have
been Old Town institutions
for decades. Some of the
newer businesses on lower
King Street, however, have
expressed different opinions
about the proposal.
I think it would be great
for the businesses down here,”
Courtney Boone, general
manager of Pizzeria Paradiso, said. “Just having it open,
it would feel more European.
With the Market Square being
right there, people could bleed
in, patio tables could go out.
Traffic on this street, Union
and King, is terrible anyway. I
think it could help out a lot.”
Pizzeria Paradiso opened
in 2010. The Lucky Knot is
another newer business that
opened at the corner of King
and Union streets in 2012.
“So far, I’ve just heard
some of our local customers
talking about it and it’s been
kind of mixed reviews,” Raven
Rutherford, manager at The
Lucky Knot, said. “In this location, we are very much foot
traffic based, so the more the
merrier for us.”
While some businesses
and residents had firm opinions about a pedestrian zone,
several said they’d have to
wait until further along in the
process to decide.
Staff will bring forth a recommendation at some point
this fall. Wilson said he hoped
to implement something,
whether it’s a pilot program or
permanent pedestrian zone,
in 2020.
-mschrott@alextimes.com
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RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS

Turn up the summer heat with Boston Beach jerk chicken
tone down the heat by using
fewer Scotch Bonnet peppers
For many people, the than the recipe calls for, or,
highlight of summer is vaca- if you’re obsessed with spice
tion, the pool, baseball games like me, turn it up by adding
or sunshine. For me, the best some more.
The key to amazing jerk
thing about summer is the
food – although the beach is chicken is using bone in,
skin-on chicken and cooking
a close second.
Each summer, I look for- it low and slow in the jerk
rub. After cookward to fresh
ing the chicken in
produce,
farmthe oven, I finish
ers’ markets, loit on the grill with
cal seafood and,
more marinade to
of course, crab
achieve a charred
feasts. But one of
flavor.
my favorite sumBoston Beach
mer dishes is jerk
jerk chicken is
chicken.
amazing
served
My go-to reciCHAD SPARROW
with rice and peas
pe for jerk chickseasoned
with
en
originated
in Boston Beach, Jamaica – thyme, garlic and scallions,
where “jerk shacks” serve up plus fried plantains. If you
chicken, pork and seafood want to add some freshness
along the ocean. While most or cut the spice, you can make
jerk chicken recipes call for a quick mango relish by comdried jerk seasoning, this one bining fresh mangos, red onion, parsley, lime juice, honey
features a fresh marinade.
This jerk rub can be used and salt.
in many different ways. Put
Chad Sparrow is managing
it on any meat or seafood and
partner of Common
you can’t go wrong. We use
Plate Hospitality, the
it for jerk fish tacos at Marestaurant group that owns
son Social and a jerk chicken
Mason Social, Urbano 116,
wrap at Catch on the Ave. I
Catch on the Ave and soonhave also made it into an aioli
to-reopen Augie’s Mussel
with fresh papaya or mango
Bar and Beer Garden.
for added sweetness. You can

BY CHAD SPARROW

HOMES

The essential herb garden
When planting an herb garden, remember color,
texture and taste. | Page 12

ARTS

Recipe

Boston Beach jerk chicken

Ingredients

Directions

Boston Beach jerk chicken

1. For the rub, combine all ingredients in
a food processor and blend until a thick
paste. You can store this for up to a month
in a sealed container in the refrigerator.

1 whole chicken, split into quarters
Coarse salt
1 ½ cups of Boston Beach jerk rub

Boston Beach jerk rub

½ cup fresh thyme leaves
15 scallions, cut in quarters
¼ cup fresh ginger, peeled and chopped
3 Scotch Bonnet or Habanero peppers,
stemmed
¼ cup vegetable oil
8 fresh garlic cloves, peeled
4 whole bay leaves
2 tbsp apple cider vinegar
1 tsp ground black pepper
1 tsp ground coriander
2 tsp ground allspice
2 tsp salt
1 tsp ground nutmeg
1 tsp ground cinnamon
Juice of 1 lime

‘The Producers’
The Little Theatre of Alexandria nails satire
in its latest production. | Page 14

2. Season the chicken with coarse salt and
coat aggressively with rub.
3. Cook, covered, in oven at 275 degrees for
1 hour and 40 minutes. Remove and let
cool.
4. Add more jerk marinade and grill on high
heat until charred.

CALENDAR

August events
Attend an army band concert, visit the Torpedo
Factory and more. | Page 15
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Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Serving your neighborhood since 1980

Beat the Heat with our
Summer Inspections
Special

$69.95 per system

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other
offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by August 31.

www.rbincorporated.com

HOMEOWNERS!
Will your home need
some exterior TLC
this year?
Let us put our 32
years of experience
to work for you,
so you can focus on
doing something fun
instead!
Our summer
schedule is filling up
fast. Call us today
to schedule your
free estimate!

703-684-7702

techpainting.com
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A sign on the gate of an old-fashioned herb garden welcomes visitors.

The essential herb garden
BY MARTY ROSS

Herbs are essential garden plants, as pretty as they
are useful, so when you’re
choosing herbs for your garden, don’t just think about
taste; remember color, fragrance and texture.
There’s an herb for every
recipe, but really no recipe
for an herb garden – the important thing is to grow what
you like and to find places
and ways for herbs to thrive.
An herb garden might include old-fashioned roses for
rose-petal jam or tea, lemongrass to freshen up Asian
recipes or sesame plants for
baking. You might grow a
row of tall, cheerful sunflowers and harvest seeds both
for yourself and for the birds.
You don’t even need to do
any digging. Simply place a
pot of rosemary on the back
stairs where you can enjoy its
fragrance as you come and
go.
The choice of plants for
herb gardens “is wide open,”
said Gayle Engels, spe-

cial projects director of the
American Botanical Council,
which specializes in herbal
medicine information but
promotes herbs and herb gardening widely.
Herbs from around the
world flourish in 25 medicinal and culinary herb gardens at the ABC’s headquarters in Austin, Texas. The
council’s goal is to inspire
herb growing and suggest
new ways to use herbs.
Engels doesn’t have a
handy list of recommended
herbs for everyone. It “depends on the individual and
what they want,” she said.
Many herbs are beautiful
and versatile. Engels said she
loved calendulas for their
bright petals, which add color to salads. They’re certainly appropriate in a culinary
garden, but they’re also
grown for their medicinal
uses. Engels makes a soothing skin oil from calendula
petals and almond oil.
Mint also works hard in
both culinary and medicinal
herb gardens. It is a classic

herb for summer drinks and
salads, but a big bundle of
mint leaves can also be used
to make a first-rate soaking
solution for tired feet, Engels
said.
Most herbs grow best in
a sunny spot. Many annual
herbs – parsley, basil, cilantro, dill and others – flourish in summer’s heat and do
not need pampering to grow
and thrive. Perennial herbs –
sage, oregano, thyme, lavender, mint, chives and others
– are also easy to grow, and
they benefit from pruning
and harvesting.
“It doesn’t have to be the
best soil ever,” Engels said.
As long as it drains well,
most soil will do.
Experience is an excellent
teacher, Engels said. You’ll
learn by doing, and by persevering. If you’ve been trying
to grow an herb that doesn’t
seem to thrive for you, try
moving it to a different spot.
In the AHC gardens in Texas,
if an herb still doesn’t do well
SEE HERB GARDEN
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after a couple of moves, they
replace it with a plant that
prefers Texas’ hot, dry conditions.
You don’t need 40 acres
and a tractor to have a successful herb garden. A large
flowerpot will hold several
parsley, basil and dill plants.
Plant labels may recommend
generous spacing, but when
you’re harvesting regularly,
it’s all right to crowd herbs
close together. Many herbs
grow well alongside ornamental plants; try planting
zinnias in with dill or basil,
for example, or grow a border of parsley, chives or lav-
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HOMES
ender around a flower bed.
Remember, many common
garden flowers – daylilies, dianthus, pansies, nasturtiums – are traditional
herb-garden plants, too.
These days, gardeners are
expanding their herb selections to include spices commonly used in Indian, Middle Eastern and Vietnamese
recipes, Engels said. It is
easy to give them a try, either by planting seeds, getting cuttings from friends or
buying transplants.
“Push the envelope. Try
new things,” she said. “It’s
more of an art than a science.”
Engels teaches herb-gardening classes, and she said

her students are also looking
for new ways to use familiar
herbs. Lots of gardeners ask
her about herbal teas, about
infusions and elixirs made
with herbs and about the
benefits of herbs for pollinators.
The flowers of many
herbs, including dill and fennel, attract butterflies to the
garden, and their leaves and
flowers are a source of food
for the caterpillars. It can be
disconcerting to discover caterpillars eating your parsley,
so plant enough to share, she
suggested. Vegetable gardens are even more productive when there’s a thriving
pollinator population in and

around your garden.
Herb gardens have their
roots deep in the past, but
they’re full of modern-day
adventure, Engels said.
They’re rich in the fra-

grance, flavors and cultures
of faraway places. No matter
where they come from, you
can enjoy them to the fullest in an herb garden in your
own back yard.

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

Lavender blooms heavily in the heat of summer, with fragrant wands of purple
blossoms. Butterflies, bees and other pollinators are attracted to their flowers.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Historic, Federal-style home available on South Royal Street
218 South Royal Street has a
storied provenance and prime
location in the heart of Old
Town. Built in 1800 by Reuben
Johnston, this brick home sits
on one of Alexandria’s original
town lots. Semi-detached with
one off-street parking space, it
was also one of the first 1,000
houses in Alexandria with
running water.
Ideal for family living and
Are guests,
you ready
to four-bedhosting
this
climb
those ladders
room,
four-bath
Federal style
to paint your home?
home
is a historic gem. Original TECH
details
throughout the
PAINTING
home
include
the you
front stairis ready to help
case,protect
hardwood
floors, solid
your most
valuableentry
asset,doors
so youand cassix-panel
on doing
ingscan
in focus
the living
and dining
something
funoriginal
this
room,
plus two
fireyear instead!
place mantles supported by
reeded
pilasters
into
both rooms.
Call
us today
A recently
renovated
kitchschedule
a
FREE ESTIMATE!
en features
wood cabinetry, a
large island, a copper sink and

MEOWNERS!

703-684-7702

a bow window that faces the
inner courtyard and fountain.
The adjoining family room
features custom built-ins, a
wood-burning fireplace and
glass doors that open to the
private patio and pool. An
adjacent office with skylights
and three windows overlooks
the pool and patio.
The spacious master suite
offers a wood-burning fireplace, a window seat, an updated bathroom and abundant storage. An additional
rear staircase leads to the first
floor.
Outside, find a private yard
with an in-ground pool, two
brick patios and an outdoor
kitchen with a natural gas line
and refrigerator for entertaining.
This historic home is steps
from Old Town’s boutiques
and restaurants.

AT A GLANCE
Location: 218 S. Royal St.
Neighborhood:
Old Town
Price: $2,300,000
Square feet: 3,102
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4
Year Built: 1800
Contact:
Babs Beckwith,
703-627-5421,
McEnearney Associates Inc.,
babs@babsbeckwith.com,
www.babsbeckwith.com

Exterior: This 1800s Federalstyle home was influenced by
Georgian period architecture.
Pool: An L-shaped pool, ample
deck seating and a lower
patio with a built-in kitchen for
entertaining.
Living room: Natural light fills the
living room with original hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace
and tall ceilings.
PHOTOS/BOB NAROD

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!

Since 1987

techpainting.com

Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!
Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

ARTS

14 |AUGUST 8, 2019

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

The Little Theatre of Alexandria nails satire in “The Producers”
BY MAE HUNT

Based on the 1967 Mel
Brooks film of the same
name, “The Producers”
was first adapted into a
Broadway musical in 2001.
It tells the story of Max Bialystock (Steve Cairns), a
down-on-his-luck
Broadway producer who teams up
with geeky accountant Leo
Bloom (Ryan Phillips) to
scam investors out of their
money by producing a show
that’s guaranteed to flop.
However, when “Springtime
for Hitler,” an over-the-top
musical tribute to the Nazi
leader, becomes a surprise
success, Bialystock and
Bloom must deal with the
consequences.
One of the many lessons
audiences can take from
“The Producers” is that sincerity can easily be mistaken
for satire – a deliberately offensive show turns out to be
a big hit when the audience

PHOTO/MATTHEW RANDALL

Max Bialystock (Steve Cairns), Ulla (Sirena Dib) and Leo Bloom (Ryan Phillips) in “The Producers.”

interprets it as an over-thetop mockery. This can also
work the other way around.
If a satire is not outrageous
enough, audiences could
take offense or leave with

the wrong message.
The Little Theatre’s production does not hold back
on the ridiculous. Everything — from the orchestra’s beats to lighting cues

PHOTO/MATTHEW RANDALL

Ulla (Sirena Dib), Leo Bloom (Ryan Phillips), Judge (Brandon Steele), Ensemble (Courtney Caliendo), Max
Bialystock (Steve Cairns) and the ensemble in “The Producers.”

to cheeky details in the set
design — is perfectly timed
to accentuate the comedy of
the show. And it works. “The
Producers” is hilarious.
In the official director’s
notes for the show, Director Kristina Friedgen wrote
that she hoped the show
would inspire audiences “to
laugh at ourselves more and
allow others to laugh with
us while we do that.”
Friedgen’s
direction
emphasizes this, as every
character is successfully the
butt of one joke or another,
from the flamboyant Roger
DeBris (Brian Lyons-Burke)
to the flirtatious Ulla (Sirena Dib). No one gets out
unscathed, and so nothing
is taken too seriously.
Both Cairns and Philips
are excellent leads. Cairns
is believable as the slimy,
self-pitying Bialystock, and
his performance of “Betrayed” toward the end
of the show makes him
more than deserving of a
standing ovation. Philips
is a skilled character actor
whose complete commit-

MAE HUNT

IF YOU GO
Run dates:
Through Aug. 17
Where: Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St,
Alexandria 22314
For tickets and
information:
703-683-5778 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.
ment to Bloom’s snivelling
persona brings the show’s
hilarity to new heights. The
two actors’ chemistry is a
joy to watch, as is their dedication to the more physically demanding parts of
their blocking.
While Bialystock and
Bloom get the majority of
the speaking lines, the ensemble cast of “The Producers” does everything but
fade into the background.
Each actor brings energy
SEE PRODUCERS
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AUGUST 16

257TH ARMY BAND MARKET
SQUARE CONCERT Attend a

AUGUST 8

Factory Target Gallery’s next exhibition poses the question, “What makes
a habitat a home?” The artists’
responses explore the relationship
between humanity and its surrounding environments. How are humans
impacting the world around them?
Work is presented in a diversity of media, from sculpture and photography
to video and virtual reality. The event
is juried by Ellyn Weiss, a D.C.-based
independent artist and curator, who
formerly practiced environmental law.
Time: Reception and juror talk, 7 to
10 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St.
Information: torpedofactory.org
ALEXANDRIA AFTER-WORK CONCERT SERIES Come to Old Town
each second Friday of the month for
a concert sponsored by The Folklore
Society of Greater Washington and
The Office of Historic Alexandria. This
month’s concert features family-friendly blues and folk music by
Massive Donut.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

AUGUST 10
PURPLE HEART COMMEMORATION Pay tribute to the oldest military
decoration in the U.S. at the home
of its founder, George Washington.
Enjoy a musical prelude before the
ceremony commences. The ceremony
includes the presentation of the
colors, a musical performance by the
Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps and
remarks by a Mount Vernon representative and the keynote speaker
Captain Matthew Kutilek.
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org

10TH ANNUAL SUMMER SIDEWALK SALE One of the longest
running seasonal summer shopping
events returns to the D.C. region’s
Shop Small destination for independent boutiques. The event features
more than 50 Alexandria boutiques
stepping out of their storefronts and
offering deeply discounted sum-

AUGUST 17

EMERGING WRITERS FESTIVAL Join the inaugural Emerging

performance by Capital Sound,
featuring pop and big band music,
and Brigadier Brass, both part of the
257th Army Band Concert Band, “The
Band of the Nation’s Capital.” Feel
free to bring a picnic supper and folding chairs or find fountain seating and
enjoy one of the military’s finest.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King
St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

“HABITATS” EXHIBIT AT THE
TORPEDO FACTORY The Torpedo
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Tacos from Urbano 116, a new restaurant week participant.

AUGUST 16 - 25
ALEXANDRIA SUMMER RESTAURANT WEEK Alexandria
Summer Restaurant Week showcases the inventiveness of local
chefs in neighborhoods throughout the city, including Old Town,
Del Ray, Carlyle, Eisenhower and the West End. At a range of
locales, from neighborhood favorites to restaurants specializing
in international cuisine, guests will savor the flavors of Alexandria’s distinctive collection of eateries. Newcomers like Urbano
116 and Village Brauhaus will join returning restaurants like Del
Ray Café, Hank’s Pasta Bar and The Majestic. This event lasts
from August 16 to 25.
Time: All day
Location: Various locations
Information: www.AlexandriaRestaurant
mer merchandise up to 80 percent
off. New this year, King Street will
come alive with storefront activations,
giveaways and live music. This event
lasts until August 11.
Time: All day
Location: Various locations
Information: VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
SidewalkSale

DEL RAY VINTAGE & FLEA
MARKET Del Ray’s monthly vintage

and flea market occurs the second
Saturday of each month and is open
to the public. Attend to shop for all
kinds of vintage goods.
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: 1900 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.facebook.com/
delrayvintageflea

AUGUST 12
MINDFULNESS MONDAYS Four

Directions Wellness, affiliated with the
G.W. Center for Integrative Medicine,
provides a complimentary hour of
meditation and mindfulness on the
second and fourth Monday of each
month. No RSVP is required.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Four Directions Wellness,
2001 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.fourdirectionswellness.com

AUGUST 13
LILA DOWNS AT THE BIRCHMERE Lila Downs is a Mexican sing-

er-songwriter and actress. She performs her own compositions and the
works of others in multiple genres,
as well as tapping into Mexican
traditional and popular music. She
also incorporates indigenous Mexican
influences and has recorded songs
in many indigenous languages such
as Mixtec, Zapotec, Mayan, Nahuatl and Purépecha.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.birchmere.com

Writers Festival. The festival will be
a weekend-long celebration of writers and writing, featuring a diverse
slate of events including author
talks, craft-of-writing workshops, a
book and art fair, free public readings and panels on various topics
including the business of publishing. This event lasts from August 16
to 18.
Time: All day
Location: Old Town Books, 104 S.
Union St.
Information: www.oldtownbooks.
com

THE SUMMER LOVE
SOUNDTRACK FEATURING
NACIM R&B soul singer NACIM

comes to the Carlyle Club, bringing
with him “The Summer Love
Soundtrack,” featuring songs from
John Legend, Prince, Maxwell and
other R&B contemporaries. NACIM
is a bilingual singer/songwriter of
Mexican and Lebanese heritage
from the border town of El Paso,
Texas.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 2050
Ballenger Ave.
Information: thecarlyleclub.com/
upcoming_shows.html

OLD TOWN BEER, WINE AND
DOG FESTIVAL At the Old Town

Beer, Wine and Dog Festival guests
will have the opportunity to enjoy
locally sourced craft beer, wine and
food while relaxing to live music with
their favorite four-legged friends.
The goal is to provide an alternative
to the typical adoption process by
combining food, drinks and dogs in
a social environment. Whether you
are adopting a dog or not, come
help socialize the community’s
sheltered and fostered dogs that are
looking for a future home.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince
St.
Information: www.oldtownbeerwineanddog.com

CARLYLE SUMMER CINEMA
SERIES: “DUMBO” Join Carlyle

for movies in the park from June
through September. Movies start
at dusk. Sponsored by the Carlyle
Vitality Initiative. This week’s movie
is the Disney film, “Dumbo.”
Time: 8 to 10 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300
John Carlyle St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/carlyle

SEE CALENDAR

British and American Fare
Breakfast, lunch
and weekend brunch
822 N. Fairfax St. | 703-706-5886
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

EAT LIKE A LOCAL!
Join us for
RESTAURANT
WEEK

AUGUST 15
MAKE AND TAKE LUNCH
BREAK SOCIAL Featuring a DJ,

food trucks and free DIY crafts, take
a real lunch break outside to refuel
and recharge with co-workers. Nosh
on lunch and enjoy making a DIY memento to place proudly on the desk
back at the office or give to a loved
one. Each month a DIY local business
will pop-up and offer a themed craft.
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: 2425 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.facebook.com/
pg/AlexandriaEcon/events
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Crab Cake Broiled
smoked tomato aioli

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA

(703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com
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Our View

How to enhance lower King Street
When considering a life-altering change, it’s important to carefully analyze the benefits and costs associated with the potential transformation.
This is true for both individuals and cities.
Mayor Justin Wilson and Councilor John Chapman are proposing such
a change in Old Town: They suggest turning the bottom blocks of King
Street into a pedestrian promenade. Staff has yet to complete a study or
propose a recommendation for the pedestrian-only zone, which could include all or parts of the unit, 100 and 200 blocks of King Street.
It’s important for our entire community, not just our local government,
to consider and weigh in on this proposed dramatic change.
The benefits would be considerable in a vacuum. An automobile-free
area, full of sidewalk dining, trees and a parklike setting, would be aesthetically pleasing. It would likely make Alexandria more of a destination for
regional millennials. It could enhance the overall tourist experience.
If such a change brought more visitors spending more money, the primary beneficiaries would be city coffers as well as the bottom line of companies that own multiple properties on and near lower King Street, such as
Alexandria Restaurant Partners and Asana Partners.
As appealing as that sounds, the cost of permanently banning automobiles on lower King Street, especially if the city were to close the street
from Fairfax Street to the Potomac River, is prohibitive. The drawbacks
primarily pertain to safety, livability and transportation.
Not all businesses on lower King view the change as beneficial, particularly those like Landini Brothers Restaurant and The Silver Parrot that existed during the trial of this concept back in 2006. City data from the pilot
shows that most businesses on lower King Street reported either no change
or a decrease in revenue during the trial period.
Safety is another concern, as emergency vehicles would not be able to
access the streets if they were permanently configured to prevent vehicles.
And then there’s traffic.
Old Town residents already have difficulty driving during events such
as parades, fireworks or the King Street Art Festival. While inconvenient,
those events are sporadic and therefore tolerable. Consider the commute of
residents in the southeast quadrant of Old Town to and from work – or to
and from anywhere – if they can’t go north on Union or Lee streets. If property values in Old Town fall because impassible traffic makes it a less desirable place to live, the city might not net more revenue from such a change.
While we don’t view a potential three-block closure from Fairfax Street
to the waterfront to be worth the substantial costs involved, a limited modification of lower King Street, along the lines of what Landini Brothers
owner Noe Landini has suggested, might work. See the Times’ page 1 story,
“Lower King pedestrian zone proposed.”
Landini suggests modifying lower King Street to become one way, while
eliminating parking on one side of the street. This would allow for enlarged
sidewalks with more outdoor dining and a wider promenade area. Yet it
would keep Union and Lee open as north-south streets, which would alleviate safety and commuting concerns.
We have another, three-pronged suggestion:
1) Close the end unit block of King Street to traffic and have it become a
promenade between the Torpedo Factory boardwalk and Waterfront park.
2) Make the 100 and, possibly, 200 blocks of King street one way and
valet-only parking.
3) The city could operate a valet service, or contract with a company, to
serve all businesses near the river. This way businesses wouldn’t suffer, and
patrons’ vehicles would wind up in city garages rather than on the street.
This solution would make lower King Street more vibrant, assuage
safety and livability concerns and help alleviate the parking crunch in Old
Town.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Gun safety is critical to
reducing gun violence
To the editor:
In commenting on the aborted Virginia legislative special session on gun
control, U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) said:
“That was a laughable attempt [by the Republican majority] to disguise their own
lack of a backbone.” He was also correct
in observing that “gun violence is a public health epidemic that goes beyond mass
shootings.”
Mass shootings, whether they occur in
shopping malls, schools, office buildings
or concerts, naturally grab the headlines
and are clearly the focus of our collective
fears about gun violence. But it’s important to know they are not the source of the
majority of deaths or injuries by firearms
– at least to our children – that occur in
the United States.
Gun shots are the second leading
cause of injury-related deaths in children,
next only to car accidents. A recent study,
based on 2012-2014 data, shows that an
average of 5,800 children in the U.S. receive treatment in hospital emergency
rooms each year for gun-related injuries,
and almost 1,300 children die every year

from gun fire. Estimates are that about 21
percent of the injuries and deaths are unintentional. Of the remaining 79 percent
of intentional shootings, the vast majority were the result of suicides, homicides
or domestic violence disputes, and not the
consequence of mass shootings.
A small group of Alexandria citizens
have been working on measures to keep
our children and community safe from
both intentional and unintentional gun
violence. We have suggested legislative
amendments to the General Assembly
that would grant greater local authority
to curb gun violence, but we have focused
mostly on solutions we believe can be initiated at the local level without legislation
from Richmond.
Chief among these ideas is to create a
climate in the City of Alexandria where
gun safety and proper storage of firearms
are truly community values.
National data indicates that about 7
percent of all children in the U.S. live in a
house in which at least one gun is stored
SEE GUN SAFETY
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My View | Denise Dunbar

Annie, the dog, dies at 16
Annie Dunbar, a
mixed breed dog with a
musical bent, died Aug.
2 at VCA Alexandria Animal Hospital. She was 16.
Annie was a special
dog, yet she was everydog.
She amazed visitors
with her love of music,
particularly church bells.
When the 6 p.m. bells at
the Basilica of St. Mary would chime,
then play two hymns, Annie would
sing along.
Annie eagerly awaited 6 p.m. each
day, appearing restless as the time approached. She would listen attentively
as the chiming started, then the song
would begin building in her throat.
Annie would eventually break into
a full howl, singing along until the
chiming stopped. Happy, she would
then return to her regular dog tasks.
As is often the case with mixed
breed dogs, Annie’s various parts fit
somewhat oddly together on her body.
She weighed only about 30 pounds
at her heaviest, but had a thick, barrel chest paired with slender legs and
delicate paws. Her tail was generally
curled up over her back, except when
she felt sad or bad – then it would drag
on the ground.
Annie’s notable accomplishments
included her second-place finish in
the 2008 Ada, Michigan “Cute Dog
Contest.” The fact that her cousin,
Baby, was the only other contestant
did not diminish this achievement.
Annie loved people, particularly
her family, but was the boss of other
dogs. David from Olde Town School for
Dogs once said if Annie were human,
she would have been a CEO. Named
after one of Thomas the Tank Engine’s
passenger coaches, Annie tolerated
the other dogs in her household, but
had little time for outside dogs.
When Annie’s health began failing a few years ago, she gradually lost
her hearing. When she could no longer hear the church bells, she ceased
singing.
Annie Dunbar was born during the
spring of 2003 in the vicinity of Moore
County, North Carolina. She was a
stray who was living in the Moore

County Animal Shelter
when her forever family met
her at an adopt-a-pet day at
the mall in Pinehurst, North
Carolina during President’s
Day weekend in 2004. Although the family already
had one dog – and weren’t
really looking for another –
they fell in love with Annie
and decided to adopt her.
The adoption almost
didn’t take place because her family
was leaving North Carolina on President’s Day, but Annie had not yet
been spayed. It was the shelter’s policy not to adopt out any animals that
had not been spayed or neutered. It
seemed like an impasse: Annie’s new
family couldn’t return to pick her up
for another six weeks, while the shelter could only keep her for four weeks
before euthanizing her.
Annie’s life hung in the balance
while her new family and the shelter
tried to navigate between rules and
compassion. In the end, they reached
a compromise. Her family could take
Annie if they promised to have her
spayed within a week, keep her away
from unneutered dogs in the interim
and fax the shelter a copy of the certificate showing she had been spayed.
Her family agreed and complied.
Her family never forgot the kindness the staff at the Moore County
Animal Shelter displayed that day.
While rules exist for a reason, common sense also has a role. The animal
shelter staff had the wisdom to see
that, and a wonderful dog lived another 15 years as a result.
Annie is survived by her family,
siblings Lucy and Hercules and cousins Baby, Kona and Guinness. She was
predeceased by her sibling Clarabel.
Annie’s family encourages readers
to support Alexandria’s Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, and animal shelters in
general. They connect dogs like Annie
with their forever families on a daily
basis.
To hear Annie’s song, go to: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=35bm9hCHW8A
The writer is publisher and executive
editor of the Alexandria Times.

Filling in the Blanks
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Intentional efforts raise
achievement
At Alexandria City Public Schools division. Monthly principal and assiswe believe that only the best prepa- tant principal meetings were restrucration leads to the results we want to tured in September 2018 to focus on
see. Success is not something that just professional learning and enhancing
happens. Improvements and growth the leadership skills of our school leadcan only take place with intentional ers. There has also been intensive equity training for all princiefforts through a comprepals, assistant principals
hensive system of planand central office adminning, accountability and
istrators this past school
support. These intentional
year.
efforts will take our schools
We are already starting
to the next level.
to see the results of these
We know that prepaintentional efforts. Alration ahead of the school
though our work on behalf
year is essential as a founof our young people will
dation from which we can
always be a work in progbuild. This week, our inDR. GREGORY
structional leaders came HUTCHINGS, ED.D ress, we must be proud of
our achievement trajectotogether for three days
of intensive professional learning to ry moving in the right direction.
This summer, the Virginia Board
strengthen their skills and focus on
school improvement planning to in- of Education recognized Patrick Hencrease academic outcomes for stu- ry K-8 School and James K. Polk Eledents and reduce inequities across our mentary School as exemplary schools
– the highest honor awarded by the
school division.
Our instructional leaders also commonwealth. The two schools –
built prosthetic arms for children, in both Title I schools who serve high
an exercise that served as a poignant percentages of students eligible for
reminder of the selflessness required free and reduced-price school meals
in the education profession as well as and significant numbers of students
a way to strengthen the connections for whom English is a second language
that will make us a high performing – were among only 52 schools recognized across Virginia for consistent
team.
The work and preparation over the gains in academic achievement under
summer is essential. Students may not the state board’s exemplar perforbe in school; however, the hard work mance recognition program.
Both schools have worked hard to
to ensure their success never stops.
This past school year, ACPS has been ensure that all students from all backdeliberate and intentional about de- grounds are engaged in high-qualveloping and implementing improve- ity core instruction as well as rement planning across the school sys- search-based supports to overcome
inequities within education. These
tem.
All schools have had quarterly data two schools have also both placed emmeetings with the senior leadership phasis on parent engagement includteam including the superintendent ing home visits and events that assist
and other central office staff, to en- families in understanding the curricusure we have a shared understanding lum while providing them with stratof challenges throughout the school SEE ACHIEVEMENT
| 19

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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My View | Audrey Davis
On any Saturday morning,
Alexandria residents and visitors enjoy the famous farmers’
market in front of city hall.
They may not realize they are
near the sites of two racially
motivated hate crimes.
While close to Washington, D.C., late 19th-century
Alexandria was still a southern town, with strong beliefs
about acceptable interactions
between whites and blacks.
African Americans were expected to tolerate their second-class status in a town
their labor helped build.
Imagine not being allowed
to eat in white-owned restaurants; to shop in white-owned
stores; to share a sidewalk or
even make eye contact with a
white person; and being addressed as “boy” or “girl,” no
matter your age or position
in the community. African
Americans suffered these and
other indignities daily.
In the 1890s, the lives of
two young African American
men, Alexandria residents
Joseph McCoy and Benjamin
Thomas, were cut short when
they were killed by angry
mobs. Both were accused of
crimes against young white
girls and jailed for their alleged offenses. Before the legal system could decide their
GUN SAFETY
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in an unsafe manner. Furthermore, child suicide rates
by firearm rose 60 percent between 2007 and 2014.
Recent research published
in JAMA Pediatrics found that
“even a modest intervention
that motivates households
to safely store guns could reduce youth firearm deaths by
6 percent to 32 percent.”
We have suggested city
council and the school board
adopt a joint resolution to
that effect and then empower
city and school staff to implement measures to promote
gun safety and storage, in-

Lynchings in Alexandria

guilt or innocence, enraged
individuals stormed the jails
to enact vigilante justice. McCoy was hanged on April 23,
1897, at the corner of Lee and
Cameron streets, on the east
side of city hall. Thomas was
lynched on Aug. 8, 1899, at
the corner of King and Fairfax
streets – 120 years ago today.
Benjamin Thomas was reportedly 20 years old when he
died, but he could have been
as young as 16. Accused of attempting to sexually assault a
white girl, he was held in jail
until a mob overpowered the
guards and got keys to the
cell. The mob took him from
jail and put rope around his
neck and arms. They dragged
him six blocks, first on his
back, then face down. At the
southwest corner of King and
Fairfax streets, a police officer
cut the rope, but it was re-tied
by the mob and Thomas was
hanged from a lamppost. The
crowd also shot at him multiple times.
By the time police cut
Thomas down, he was dead,
or nearly dead, and some reports indicate he was nearly naked. No one was ever
charged in his death. He was
buried at Penny Hill Cemetery
without a church funeral, although Shiloh Baptist Church

cluding:
• developing a public relations
campaign, including a public service announcement, to
educate the community and
especially gun owners on the
importance of proper storage
of firearms in the home;
• requesting all parents or
guardians with children in
the school system to pledge to
prevent child access to guns
at all times in their homes;
• distributing free gun locks
along with educational materials on proper gun storage
protocols to all interested gun
owners; and,
• encouraging health provid-

held a memorial service for in American society.” EJI was
founded in 1989 by eminent
him later.
There was outrage in Al- lawyer and acclaimed author
exandria’s black community, Bryan Stevenson.
EJI recently inaugurated
but little could be done, as any
action might incite more vio- the National Memorial for
lence. Lynchings instilled fear Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Alabama.
and terror in the
It is “the nation’s
African Amerifirst memorial dedcan community,
icated to the legacy
and they were
of enslaved black
used to control
people, people terand keep Afrirorized by lynching
can Americans
and African Ameri“in their place.”
cans humiliated by
Between
racial segregation
1880 and 1930,
AUDREY DAVIS
and Jim Crow.”
there were 86
The memoridocumented
lynchings in Virginia. While al comprises 800 individual
Virginia has the lowest re- pillars, each one representcorded number of lynchings in ing an area of the U.S. where
the South, it is still a shame- racial terror or lynching ocful chapter in the Common- curred. Inscribed on each
wealth’s history. Now, the cul- pillar are the names of the
tural impact of lynching has victims.
The initiative also conbeen brought to the forefront
of Americans’ consciousness structed an identical set of
due to the work of the Equal 800 pillars and is inviting
officials from the places they
Justice Initiative.
The EJI is a private, non- represent to claim their pilprofit organization “com- lars and install them in apmitted to ending mass in- propriate locations. Alexancarceration and excessive dria’s pillar is engraved with
punishment in the United the names of Joseph McCoy
States, to challenging racial and Benjamin Thomas.
As the director of the
and economic injustice and
protecting basic human rights Alexandria Black History
for the most vulnerable people Museum and a city employ-

ers at Neighborhood Health
and the Alexandria Health
Department to inquire of patients whether there is a gun
in the home and if so, if it is
locked and stored properly.
Some might argue there
is no evidence that firearms
are being misused or are not
properly secured in Alexandria homes and workplaces,
and thus there is no need for
such a local effort. We argue,
however, that a proactive gun
safety campaign that emphasizes education and prevention will be embraced as a
community value and its effects will be positive.

Hindsight is always 20-20
but when dealing with the
potential of lethal violence,
be it in a home, the workplace, a shopping mall or a
school yard, none of us would
want to find ourselves in a
position of asking ourselves,
“If we had only …?”
It has been said: “Presumption is the opposite of
prevention.” We cannot afford to presume that different leadership will emerge
in the 2020 Virginia General
Assembly – one dedicated to
an agenda of reducing gun
violence in the Commonwealth. To do so is nothing

ee for more than 25 years,
I have been privileged to
work on the development of
Alexandria’s African American Heritage Park and the
Contrabands and Freedmen
Cemetery Memorial. I believe
it is time for EJI’s pillar to
join these important memorials. Alexandria’s lynchings
must be part of our community’s historical narrative. In
a country more divided than
ever along racial lines, these
sites are tools in the fight
against hate.
On Sept. 21, the city will
host the first of many community engagement meetings about Alexandria’s
lynching history and the
claiming of our pillar from
EJI. Alexandrians are invited to attend and be voices
for change. Let us join other Virginia communities by
acknowledging the terrible
injustice done to African
Americans who suffered the
fate of being lynched. Denied justice in life, their silenced voices speak through
us as we say that Alexandria
stands for diversity, inclusion
and reconciliation.
The writer is director
of the Alexandria Black
History Museum.

short of gambling with the
lives of our children.
We have the capacity and
the vision for making some
small but meaningful steps
toward gun safety in our
community. So, in the words
of a CNN nighttime host,
“Let’s get after it.”
Kerry Donley, former mayor,
City of Alexandria; Allen
Lomax, chair, Partnership
for a Healthier Alexandria;
Richard Merritt, member,
Alexandria Public Health
Advisory Commission; Paul A.
Friedman, founder/executive
director, Safer Country
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

The Equal Justice Initiative in Alexandria
Between 1880 and 1930, it is estimated more than 400 people were
lynched in the United States. In Virginia during this same period, it is estimated that 86 people were lynched, and all
but 16 of them were African American.
Lynchings were not just a way to express outrage about a particular behavior or crime, but a way to control and
intimidate African Americans. Unlike
their white counterparts, the lynchings
of African Americans were turned into
spectacles, with mobs subjecting the
victims to torture and humiliation before and after the executions.
There were at least 11 known lynchings in Northern Virginia between 1882
and 1968. Two of those occurred in Alexandria. Joseph McCoy was lynched on
April 23, 1897 on a lamppost at Lee and
Cameron Streets. He had been accused
of raping the nine-year-old daughter of
his employer. The body was mutilated
after he was killed.
On Aug. 8, 1899, Benjamin Thomas
was lynched on a lamppost at Fairfax
Street near King Street. He was accused
of attempting to assault an eight-yearold girl. While the Virginia Anti-Lynching Law was signed in 1928 and was the
ACHIEVEMENT
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egies to support their child’s
learning. This combination
of data-driven instructional
practices and increased parent involvement has proven
instrumental in their success.
We take pride in having received this recognition in two

first in the country to name lynching
specifically as a state crime, no white
person was ever convicted under this
law.
Today, we are aware that lynchings
are a form of terrorism disguised as law
enforcement. They are hate crimes. For
more than a decade, the Equal Justice
Initiative researched the history of racial injustice and offered assistance to
those impacted by it.
On April 26, 2018, the EJI opened
The Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration in Montgomery, Alabama. On the same day EJI
also opened The National Memorial for
Peace and Justice. It is the nation’s first
memorial dedicated to the legacy of enslaved black people, people terrorized
by lynching, African Americans humiliated by racial segregation and Jim
Crow and people of color burdened with
contemporary presumptions of guilt
and police violence. One of the goals of
EJI is to document and memorialize all
of the lynchings in the United States.
To that effect, the City of Alexandria
is working with community members
and organizations to bring an EJI pillar, which acknowledges the lynchings

schools that capture the diversity that makes our city unique
and that face challenges that
all of our schools are working
together to overcome. Furthermore, George Washington and Francis C. Hammond
middle schools were among
183 schools to earn the Board

of McCoy and Thomas, to Alexandria.
The first public meeting for Alexandria’s Equal Justice Initiative is on Sept.
21 at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center from 1 to 3 p.m.
The process involved in retrieving
Alexandria’s pillar from the National
Memorial for Peace and Justice includes
holding:
• A series of public programs related
to the Equal Justice Initiative;
• A public ceremony to collect soil
from the location of the two Alexandria
lynchings;
• Recognitions at the site of the
lynchings;
• A public pilgrimage to the EJI museum to “claim” the pillar;
• A ceremony in Alexandria to install the pillar.
Please check the Office of Historic
Alexandria’s website, alexandriava.gov/
historic, for updated information on
public meetings and programs as well
as how to participate in this important
Community Remembrance Project.

of Education Continuous Improvement Award.
This kind of success doesn’t
happen overnight or by chance.
It happens through hard work,
planning, preparation and
dedication to all students to
experience success regardless
of their life circumstances. In

Out of the Attic is provided by the
Office of Historic Alexandria.

ACPS, we will continue this
work knowing that intentional focus and a comprehensive
system of planning, accountability and supports will always pay off for young people.
The writer is superintendent of
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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Last Week

This Week

What do you think about the new signage the city
has installed around Alexandria?

Do you think the lower blocks of King Street should be
made into a pedestrian-only area?

39% - It’s attractive and helpful.
26% - It looks good but some of the signs are too large.
18% - The signs are enormous eyesores.
9% - I hadn’t noticed new signage.
8% - I don’t care

A) Y es, it’s a great idea. It will make lower King Street more
festive.
B) No, it will negatively impact traffic and parking.
C) L et’s do the pilot and see how it impacts businesses on those
blocks and nearby residents.
D) I’m not sure.
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and humor to the multiple
parts they play. A special nod
should also be given to the
props and costume department, as the ensemble seems
to transform with every
scene. The number of wigs
used in the show isn’t published in the program, but I
wish it was. My guess is somewhere in the dozens.

Skillful vocal performances
and choreography make the
show’s big musical numbers
impressive as well as funny. “The King of Broadway,”
“Along Came Bialy” and, of
course, “Springtime for Hitler”
were the obvious standouts,
but every number is enjoyable
in its own way. The orchestra,
seated high above the stage, is
lively and dynamic.  

“The Producers” may be a
satire, but there is clearly a lot
of heart behind this particular
production. While the show is
still running, it’s worth grabbing a ticket. Leave the kids at
home and get ready to laugh.
Mae Hunt is an arts and
entertainment freelancer
and can be reached at
mhunt@alextimes.com.
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AUGUST 18
BEYOND PAPER AND STONE

At Beyond Paper and Stone, staff
of the Carlyle House would like to
share their love of the collections
with guests. Various objects will be
pulled from the collections to be
displayed and discussed. Staff will
be explaining collections care and
maintenance, preservation that has
taken place on objects and how
the care of these objects impacts
the story told. Staff will have four
stations within the house with various objects, in varying mediums,
to allow for a more in-depth look
at what goes on behind the scenes
at Carlyle House. Get up close and
personal with objects that are rarely
on display in the house.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: carlyle@nvrpa.org

AUGUST 22
RUFUS WAINWRIGHT AT THE
BIRCHMERE Rufus Wainwright is

an American-Canadian singer,
songwriter and composer. He has
recorded seven albums of original
music and numerous tracks on
compilations and film soundtracks.
He has also written a classical
opera and set Shakespeare sonnets
to music.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.birchmere.com

Above: Leo
Bloom (Ryan
Phillips) and
Max Bialystock (Steve
Cairns).
Left: Steve
Cairns
portrays
the slimy,
self-pitying
Max Bialystock in “The
Producers.”

AUGUST 24
BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD CIVIL
WAR WALKING TOUR Attend a

guided walking tour of Civil War sites in
Historic Old Town. Participants will see
locations and stories associated with
soldiers, citizens and enslaved people,
including the occupation of Alexandria
and emancipation. The tour will last
approximately two hours and the tour
route is approximately 1.75 miles. Tour
space is limited, so the purchase of
tickets in advance is highly recommended. Participants are encouraged
to wear comfortable shoes and bring
water. This event is free for members.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
ALEXANDRIA TOUR Explore

historic Old Town as George
Washington knew it. This 90-minute guided walking tour will explore
sites associated with Washington
and his closest colleagues, including John Fitzgerald’s warehouse,
Captain’s Row, Gentry Row, the
Apothecary shop, Ramsay House,
Market Square, the Carlyle House,
Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern and Washington’s townhouse. The tour begins behind the
Torpedo Factory’s south entrance,
in front of Vola’s Dockside Grill. This
event is free and no reservations
are required. The tour is offered by
the Office of Historic Alexandria.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: 101 N. Union St.
Information: 703-379-7460

COURTESY PHOTO

AUGUST 24
ALEXANDRIA IRISH FESTIVAL This family-friendly event
is held to promote and preserve Irish heritage. Join the
Ballyshaners, Alexandria’s nonprofit Irish heritage organization, and enjoy Irish entertainment with live Irish music and
dance performances, craft vendors, a beer truck and plenty
of food. Attendance is free and all are welcome.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

PHOTOS/
MATTHEW
RANDALL

Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: www.ballyshaners.org/2019-irish-festival
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES
TRINITY ANDREWS (32), of Alexandria, Aug. 5, 2019
RAYMOND F. HAZEL (63), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 2,
2019
DONAL LYTAL (89), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 3, 2019
HARRY MATTHEWS III (72), of Alexandria, Aug. 1, 2019
NANCY RESENDE (67), of Alexandria, July 31, 2019
CAROL ROBERTSON (68), of Alexandria, July 27, 2019

Solutions from last week

GENIE ROSEBROCK (77), of Alexandria, Aug. 1, 2019

CORE CONCEPT by Evan Kalish, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1 Shuts a store’s doors
7 Entertain
12 Sir’s counterpart
17 Breakfast nook
19 “Algiers” star Hedy
21 “Help wanted,” e.g.
22 *Country dissolved in 1993
(Norway)
24 Franklin dubbed “Queen of
Soul”
25 Walks furtively
26 *Luckless person, in Yiddish
(Peru)
28 (Walk me!)
31 Blokes
32 Musicians’ times to shine
33 Darth Vader’s allegiance
35 Cool merch
39 Business with white sales?
43 Hard-to-pronounce berry
44 *Low-cost malaria reducer
(Ecuador)
47 1861-65 prez
48 Tubular pasta
50 Brings together
51 Jabbed playfully
53 “Naughty!”
54 Oklahoma city on the
Arkansas
58 Again ___ again
59 Accountants’ minuses

60 Japanese sash
61 “The Pink Panther” inspector
64 Noble gas after neon
65 Certain loaves
67 Center of a nation’s political
power ... or of each starred entry
70 Ova
73 Promised
75 Places to leave full
77 “No more seating” sign
78 Any author of the Constitution
80 Lifesaving technique, briefly
82 Back in fashion
83 Roofer’s gunk
84 Was queen
85 What a lead-in leads up to
88 Flyer with a remote control
90 Moray ___
91 *Side-by-side evaluations
(France)
95 Aware of, as a joke
96 Battle over a Wikipedia page
99 Anna’s sister in “Frozen”
100 Jon Snow’s wrap in “Game of
Thrones”
102 Intense devotion
104 Wish granter
105 ___ Paulo
106 *Slow down to see a wreck
(Switzerland)
111 Fortress
113 Threat-ending words

114 *Breakfast order with ham,
on some menus (Italy)
119 Shoelace tips
120 Ed of “Modern Family”
121 Stoats, e.g.
122 Sandwiches with gooey
cheese
123 Campsite sights
124 Major Northwest airport
DOWN
1 Agcy. tracking epidemics
2 Cleo portrayer in ‘63
3 Number of syllables in
“scratched”
4 Splinter group
5 Concern for a good government
6 “That guy stole my wallet!”
7 Soothing succulents
8 Dallas b-ball team
9 Thurman of “Pulp Fiction”
10 Nordstrom competitor
11 Former Attorney General
Holder
12 Like the majority of Utah,
religiously
13 “You can relax, cadet!”
14 Airhead
15 Icy Hot target
16 Soup kitchen offering
18 Nueva York or Nuevo Mexico
20 “Go team!” cries
21 Really ace the test

23 Easy gaits
27 Big-box store for a DIYer
28 It lets you recharge on
vacation (var.)
29 Triggers a speed trap, say
30 *Front man of the Four
Seasons (Ukraine)
34 Family
35 Space heater?
36 Nintendo gaming system
37 To blame
38 Enter
40 *Pizza oven inserts (Jamaica)
41 Drive the getaway car, e.g.
42 Cardinal and maroon
45 “Sorta” prefix
46 Homer’s next-door frenemy
49 And so on, briefly
51 Knock down a ___
52 Wind lower than a flute
55 Stomach concern
56 Basket of laundry, say
57 “How ya doin’?”
59 Appliance with a lint trap
62 Like many memorial flames
63 Small battery
64 Bickering
66 Not a huge amount
68 Breath mint brand
69 Wrath
71 Yogurt add-in
72 Kia SUV
74 Married
76 Greenskeeper’s supply

78 Let loose
79 Had regrets about
80 Photo taker, for short
81 Tube in Mario games
85 Idiot
86 Horace’s “___ Poetica”
87 Secretive org.
89 Tear
91 Close-knit groups
92 Have because of
93 Inconsequential person
94 Small burgers
97 iPad Pro, for one
98 Takes control (from)
101 “Get what I’m telling you?”
103 Give a whole new look to
104 Lena Dunham’s HBO show
106 Wander
107 Desire
108 Ring maker?
109 Small price to pay
110 Patella’s place
111 Ancient Briton
112 Princess from Alderaan
115 “xXx” actor Diesel
116 It’s dynamite!
117 Green or black drink
118 Upper-left key

10,000
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Lime

Lyft
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Bird

Skip

1,385
Spin

Active Users Per Company

TOTAL TRIPS

FROM | 6

Waterfront Park, the City of
Alexandria Marina and areas around Alexandria Metro
stops for the duration of the
summer Metro shutdown. The
private streets in and around
Ford’s Landing Townhomes
were also geofenced after the
homeowners’ association sent
a letter to the scooter companies requesting the area be off
limits for scooters.
Staff is also trying to implement scooter corrals “that
will not impact vehicle parking” in 10 high-use areas, according to the memo. The first
corrals are set to be installed
in Old Town this weekend, Orr
said in an email.
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39,682

20,000

13,845

15,000
10,000
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0

Jan.

4,198

March
April
May
DATA/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Total Trips
Eighty percent of the total trips taken by e-scooter riders occurred in April and May.

Staff is considering a variety of other major changes
to the program, like mandating that all companies
require riders to have a driv-

Feb.

er’s license and strive for
more equitable deployment
throughout the city. But with
two months left in the pilot,
city staff are currently intent

on collecting and evaluating
data from the companies and
community before a recommendation is made to city
council, Orr said.

Obituary

Nancy P. Resende
January 13, 1952 – July 31, 2019
Nancy,
an
Alexandria resident since 1981,
died near her
Old Town Alexandria home on
July 31. Born in
Charleston, West
Virginia
and
raised in suburban
Wilmington, Delaware,
Nancy moved to
the Washington,
D.C. area after
graduating from
Madison College
(now JMU) with
her high school
sweetheart and
husband, Joe, in
1973 where she
taught elementary school in
Calvert County for 25 years.
In addition to her devotion
to family and friends, Nancy’s passions included golfing, running and cooking.
She was a member of Mount
Vernon Country Club (Alexandria), Cripple Creek
Golf & Country Club (Bethany Beach, DE) and Naples
Grade Golf Club (Naples,

FL). Nancy is survived by
her husband, two brothers
and sisters-in-law, Joe’s
mother, several nieces/
nephews and their spouses,
and a growing number of
grand nieces/nephews. In
lieu of flowers, Nancy requested that donations be
made to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital and/or Pediatric
PANDAS Network.

Joyce Conkin Zanone
Joyce Conkin Zanone,
79, passed away peacefully in
her sleep at home on June 25,
2019.
She was born in the
Beech Creek community of
Rogersville, Tennesee on
Oct. 9, 1939 and after graduating from high school was
recruited by the U.S. Navy to
come to Washington D.C. to
work as a secretary.
Joyce met the love of her
life, John Zanone, and they
were married in 1960. Joyce
worked at the City of Alexandria Department of Recreation and was involved in
many volunteer causes.
She will be mourned by
her husband, John, her children, Priscilla Goodwin (Michael), Jay Zanone (Jen) and
Dante Zanone (Becky). Another daughter, Mary Var-

gas, preceded her in death.
She is also survived by a loving sister, Janice Cobb, and
ten grandchildren.
Services will be held at
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church on August 31st
at 11am, services arranged
by Everly-Wheatley Funeral
Home.

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following
special sections in the Alexandria Times! Contact us at
703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

Sept 12
Port City Flavor

Sep 26
Home/Health
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“We’re not going to be
making any adjustments
before [September] because
it’s not worth the time to go
through that with the companies,” Orr said. “What
we’re looking at is, if we
don’t cancel, what adjustments would we want to include in the MOUs. We have
some general thoughts on
that, but we’re also going
to be basing that on input
from the community.”
Looking past September,
the staff memo cites the potential for a phase two pilot,
one that would allow staff
additional time to adapt to
a rapidly changing technology before implementing
something permanent.
“Other cities have gone
through the pilot process,
they’ve seen what’s worked
and what hasn’t worked,
what regulations need to
be changed and before instituting a full-fledged
program that’s a little bit
harder to alter, they’ll go
through a phase two [pilot] because technology is
changing so fast,” Christine
Mayeur, T&ES’ Complete
Streets program manager,
said. “There are things that
are changing that a phase
two pilot could help us test
out, to see what’s working
and allow us to be a little
more flexible.”
Whether a phase two
pilot is part of staff’s recommendation or not is still
uncertain. Staff are still inundated with messages from
concerned residents, while
ridership remains high.
The city will have to sort
through community input,
company-provided data and
its own internal numbers to
determine whether there is
a path forward for e-scooters in Alexandria, and if
so, how that path should be
constructed.
“The community input
that we get as we do outreach
over the next few months will
really help us figure out if
that’s the right move and also
what we would want to look at
during the [phase two] pilot if
we went down that path,” Orr
said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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AUCTIONS
533 ACRES | AUCTION SEPT.
12, HALIFAX, VA. Available in its
entirety or in 10 tracts ranging
from 10 – 123 acres. Bid live or
online. www.Motleys.com. SVN/
Motleys. 877-MOTLEYS. (VA16)
Firearms & Vintage Fishing
Equipment Consignments Now
being Accepted for our
November 16th Gun & Sportsman Auction. Contact Tom @
Luper Auction 804359-2493 or tcluper@lupergroup.com.
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions
statewide or in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your target
audiences. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial aid
for qualified students - Career
placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance SCHEV certified 877204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
SALES
4x5 round bales for cattle $35/bale. Small square bales
of orchard grass hay for horses
- $6/bale. We deliver. 434-3907165

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS
Need CDL Drivers? Advertise
your JOB OPENINGS statewide or
in other states. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions to reach
truck drivers. Call Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or statewide. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions that get results!
Call Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net
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Classifieds
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$150.00. No court appearance. Estimated completion
time twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook).
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA CITY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNUAL
PUBLIC NOTICE
Alexandria City Public Schools’
Department of Career and Technical Education offers a variety
of career and technical programs
to all students at the middle and
high school levels. The program
areas include the following:
• Business and Information
Technology
• Family Consumer Sciences
• Health and Medical Sciences

• JROTC
• Marketing
• Technology Education
• Trade and Industrial
Education
Dual enrollment credit for high
school Career and Technical
Education is available through
an agreement with Northern
Virginia Community College
whether the student is pursuing
a post-secondary education and/
or entering the workforce. For
more information about these
programs call Dr. Tricia Jacobs,
Coordinator of Career and Technical Education, (703) 619-8020.
Alexandria City Public Schools
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, age, religion, sexual orientation, marital status,
status as a parent, or pregnancy
in its programs and activities.
Please direct all inquiries regarding Alexandria City Public
Schools non-discrimination
policies to the Executive Director of Human Resources, 1340
Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA
22314, (703) 619-8020.

Support us by supporting them!
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.
Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

Want to get your news
a day before everyone else?
Subscribe to Alexandria
Times E-edition to get your
news delivered to your
email Wednesday night.

www.alextimes.com/
sign-up-to-receivee-edition
 ABSOLUTE FORECLOSURE 

LAND & EQUIPM ENT

AUCTION

Fri, Aug.23, 12:30PM • 2051 Renan Rd, Gretna, VA
Estate of Alvin N. Greene

352 Acre Farm w/ Pond

plus 2 Acre Lot on Renan Rd and Vehicles & Farm Equipment
AGENT ON SITE: SUNDAYS 1-3PM or
self-guided tours OK anytime

Details at TRFAuctions.com

VAAF501

434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!
AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
1) Model # 101 Carolina
2) Model # 203 Georgia
3) Model # 305 Biloxi
4) Model # 403 Augusta

$40,840.. BALANCE OWED $17,000
$49,500.. BALANCE OWED $19,950
$36,825.. BALANCE OWED $14,500
$42,450.. BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
BBB
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!
A+ Rating
*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Whether you are looking for a place in the sand
or a new castle on land WE ALWAYS GO THE EXTRA MILE!

Hope your summer is sizzling
and that you are finding time
for some fun in the sun!
Let us be your favorite Realtors,®
We always go the extra mile.

www.housesbydaybavin.com

Mason Bavin, McEnearney Associates I tel. 703.338.6007 I MBavin@McEnearney.com • Pat Day, McEnearney Associates I tel. 703.850.7934 I PDay@McEnearney.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 I tel. 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com

