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Two young entrepreneurs will 
host the Old Town Beer, Wine and 
Dog Festival this Saturday in hopes 
of expanding the concept to a per-
manent dog bar by 2020. 

The event, which will take place 

at Waterfront Park from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m., will feature food trucks, lo-
cally sourced craft beer and wine, 
live music and adoptable dogs from 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

PHOTO/BREWSKIS BARKHAUS
From left to right: Alex Benbassat, Benbassat’s dog Rex, Justin LeGore’s dog Brewski and LeGore.
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PYMIG discusses 
permits, approvals, 
delays for new  
station 

BY HEATHER HARTZELL

The Potomac Yard 
Metrorail Implementation 
Work Group held a meet-
ing on Aug. 5 to discuss 
updates on construction, 
permits and delays for the 
new Potomac Yard Metro 
Station. 

At the meeting, city and 
Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority 
representatives provided 
PYMIG and community 
members with summaries 
of Board of Architectur-
al Review approvals the 
project has earned, de-
tails on permits that the 
project still requires and 
updates on construction 
– which appears to be be-
hind schedule. 

“Frankly, this summer 
we were not able to get the 
amount of work that we 
wanted to get done, done,” 
Fred Robertson, a project 
manager with WMATA, 
said. “... I think we were 
optimistic about what we 

Potomac 
Yard Metro 
construction 
drags
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Titans to play all  
five home games  
at The St. James  
in Springfield

BY MISSY SCHROTT

The T.C. Williams varsi-
ty football team is gearing 
up for its 2019 season, when, 
for the first time in decades, 
the team will play all five of 
its home games under Fri-
day night lights. 

No, Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools has not installed 
lights at T.C. Williams High 
School’s Parker Gray Memo-
rial Stadium. But, to pre-
pare for construction that is 
slated to begin on the field 
in October, the division 
worked out a deal with The 
St. James, an indoor sports 
complex in Springfield, so 
that the team has some-
where to play while its home 
field is out of commission. 

Coming off a 4-6 losing 
season last year, the players 
and coaches said they had 
high hopes that this year 
would be different. 

T.C.  
football 
readies for 
unusual 
season
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Old Town Beer, Wine and Dog 
Festival launches this weekend

Brews, bites and barks signal the arrival of 
a new business concept
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Since 
1988

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING, LET CHRISTINE PUT HER 31 YEARS OF KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Celebrating 31 Years

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Professional Credentials & Awards:
  #1 AGENT IN THE OLD TOWN WEICHERT OFFICE 

FOR 18 YEARS!

  TOP 1% NATIONALLY OF ALL AGENTS AND NATIONAL 
SALES AWARD

   WASHINGTONIAN TOP AGENTS: 2015-2019

   REAL TRENDS TOP 100 AGENTS: 2015-2019

  TOP REAL ESTATE AGENT, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
MAGAZINEJEFF AND BILL - ROSEMONT

PETER AND SHARON - VILLAMAY

WILLIAM - PARKFAIRFAX

DAVID AND KATHLEEN - OLD TOWN

MERIDITH - DEL RAY

 Because of Christine’s years of experience and 
working for a well known and respected agency, 
she not only sold our home but found a buyer 
for the buyer’s home. She single handedly did 
the deal!”

Christine sold my old home and got me into my 
next home so quickly it made my head spin.  
She is professional, ethical, precise and not a 
single detail was left unattended.  By the time I 
moved in to my new home the only thing left to 
do was unpack, decorate and throw a party!”

FRED - DEL RAY

“Working with Christine was one of the best de-
cisions of my life. She is the consummate pro-
fessional but more than that I had the feeling 
that she really cared about me and all aspects 
of the relationship. The outcome was better 
than I expected.”

“Christine’s responses to questions, problems 
and challenges were immediate and practi-
cal.  She did everything possible to complete 
the transaction.”

“Christine is the best agent in Alexandria, 
hands down, and sets a standard nationally.  
She first represented me when buying a home 
and then 2 years later when I sold it.  My sell-
ing process was quick, and she made me feel 
like her primary focus, meeting with me to go 
over offers, countering and making sure I was 
happy and confident in my decision. If Chris-
tine is your agent you are in excellent hands.”

BILL AND JESSICA - ROSEMONT

“We loved that Christine would help with 
random things like mowing our lawn and 
taking things to Goodwill.  She was amazing 
and kept us smiling the whole time!”

“Christine is, without a doubt a one-of-a kind 
real estate agent. She found excellent people to 
do repairs at reasonable prices.  She arranged 
for the work to be done quickly and around 
our complicated schedules. I have worked with 
several agents over the course of my life and 
Christine is miles above all of them.”

Here is what her clients say about working with her: 

Weichert
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Join us 

Seasonal specials: Fresh soft 
shelled crabs, cold salmon 

platter, cold soup trio

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

BEST IN BUSINESS
AWARDS 

STEPHANIE LANDRUM

APPLY NOW

GET TICKETS

The Virginia Department 
of Education released the 
results for statewide Stan-
dards of Learning tests for 
the 2018-2019 school year 
on Tuesday, according to a 
news release. Alexandria 
City Public Schools improved 
in mathematics, while scores 
in English reading and writ-
ing, history and science fell 
slightly.

After a five-point decrease 
in the school division’s math 
SOL scores in the 2017-2018 
school year, scores rose by 
nine percentage points this 

past year, with 70 percent of 
students testing proficient in 
math, compared to 61 per-
cent the year before. ACPS’ 
proficiency rate remains be-
low state average, but the in-
crease was more significant 
than the statewide increase 
from 77 percent in the 2017-
2018 school year to 82 percent 
in the 2018-2019 school year.

Math was ACPS’ only SOL 
subject area to improve in the 
2018-2019 school year. English 
reading scores decreased by 
one point to 68 percent, En-
glish writing scores decreased 

by two points to 70 percent, 
history scores decreased by 
three points to 72 percent and 
science scores decreased by 
two points to 67 percent. 

The fall in SOL scores co-
incided with a statewide drop 
in English reading, writing 
and history scores, although 
Alexandria remains below 
state averages in each of 
those subject areas.

The Aug. 22 edition of the 
Times will feature a more ex-
tensive look into ACPS’ SOL 
results. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The Emerging Writ-
ers Festival will take place 
Aug. 16 to 18 in Old Town. 
The festival seeks to inspire 
young writers through free 
and low-cost programming, 
according to a news release.

Hosted by independent 
bookstore Old Town Books, 
the event will feature free 
readings by various authors, 
including Tope Folarin, 
Catherine Chung and chef 

Kwame Onwauchi, accord-
ing to the release. 

Additionally, the festi-
val will offer more than a 
dozen writing classes with 
professionals from the book 
industry on topics ranging 
from food writing to pitch-
ing editors. Tuition schol-
arships are available for 
those in need of financial 
assistance, according to the 
release. 

The Emerging Writers 
Festival will also offer a 
book fair, featuring vendors 
selling independent press 
books and hand-bound 
books. Representatives from 
both local and national lit-
erary arts organizations will 
be at the book fair. 

The festival is directed 
by Aly Kirkpatrick, the own-
er of Old Town Books. 

-hhartzell@alextimes.com

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Association is offering 
low-interest disaster loans to 
qualifying residents and busi-
ness owners affected by the 
July 8 storms and flooding, 
according to a news release. 

Homeowners may be el-
igible to receive loans of up 
to $200,000 for damaged real 
estate, according to the re-
lease. Homeowners and rent-
ers may be eligible to receive 
up to $40,000 to repair or re-
place personal property. 

Loans of up to $2 million 
are available for businesses 
and private nonprofit orga-
nizations to replace or repair 
damaged real estate, machin-
ery or equipment. 

Interest rates on the loans, 
with terms up to 30 years, 
could be as low as four percent 
for businesses, 2.75 percent for 
nonprofits and 1.983 percent 
for homeowners and renters, 
according to the release. 

The SBA has opened tem-
porary disaster loan outreach 

centers to offer assistance to 
those completing applications. 
The centers are located at 
the Arlington County Trades 
Center Parks and Natural Re-
sources Operations Building 
at 2700 S. Taylor St. and the 
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Li-
brary at 7584 Leesburg Pike. 

The centers will be open 
from Aug. 13 to 19, according 
to the release. The deadline to 
file applications for property 
damage is Oct. 7. 

-hhartzell@alextimes.com

ACPS’ SOL scores rise in math, 
decrease in other subjects

Emerging Writers Festival 
takes place this weekend

Disaster loans available for flood victims 
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3648 King St. | Bradlee Shopping Center      (703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

The Revolutionary War 
era replica Tall Ship Provi-
dence, which has been an-
chored on the Alexandria 
Waterfront since July 1, is 
currently in Norfolk for elec-
trical work, Diana West, pro-
grams and communications 
director for the Tall Ship 
Providence Foundation, said.

“In short, we needed to 
have electrical work done by 
naval marine electricians, 
who turn out to be hard to 
find in this area,” West said 
in an email. “Fortunately, we 
found some in Norfolk who 
could do the work that we 
needed and it turned out to 
be easier to take the ship to 
them than bring them here.”

Tall Ship Providence ar-
rived in Norfolk on Monday. 
West estimates that work 
on the ship should take two 
weeks and that the ship will 
return to Alexandria by La-

bor Day weekend. It will dock 
at the G/H pier near Founders 
Park until a permanent float-
ing dock is built at the foot of 
King Street next year.

A start date for Tall Ship 

Providence’s 2019 program-
ming, which will include 
tours, historical interpreters 
and weekly themed cruises, 
still has not been set.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Tall Ship Providence sails to 
Norfolk for electrical work

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Providence floats at the G/H pier near Founders Park.

With four weeks left in 
the city’s summer-long, 
$200 million Metro platform 
reconstruction project, the 
Washington Metropolitan 
Transit Authority has pro-
vided an update on the proj-
ect that closed the six Met-
ro stations south of Reagan 
National Airport. 

According to the Aug. 
8 update, the project is on 
schedule for the planned 
Sept. 9 reopening of the 
Metro stations – if a major 
storm or heat wave doesn’t 
cause any delays.

“We’re 30 days out [and] 
our contractor is doing a 
fantastic job,” Metro Gener-
al Manager Paul Wiedefeld 
told the Washington Post. 
“If anything happens — we 

get a major storm or some-
thing — that could obvious-
ly knock this off.”

Construction crews have 
already finished demolish-
ing old tile, pouring con-
crete for platform edges and 
waterproofing and putting 
in granite edges at all six 
platforms south of Reagan 
National Airport, according 
to the announcement on 
WMATA’s website.

There is still plenty of 
work to do in the remaining 
four weeks of the shutdown. 
Workers are still install-
ing conduits and wiring for 
electricity and communica-
tion networks and finishing 
fire standpipes on the plat-
forms, according to the up-
date.

Crews will also con-
tinue to test additions to 
the stations including new 
LED lighting, passenger 
information displays, PA 
systems, cameras and fire 
alarms over the next four 
weeks. Each station is un-
dergoing its own level of 
work, according to the an-
nouncement.

At the Eisenhower Av-
enue Station, work on the 
station’s canopy has been 
completed, while crews con-
tinue to install slip-resis-
tant tile, renovate elevators 
and repair track beds.

Crews are installing 
platform shelters, pylons 
and lighted handrails at the 

WMATA provides final month 
Metro platform project update

SEE WMATA | 8
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Discover a new waterfront community designed to connect a storied past to a dazzling future. ROBINSON LANDING features spacious one-level 
condominiums and distinctive townhomes with elevator option. Residents will enjoy private access to a suite of amenities such as concierge 
service, fi tness and yoga studio, bike storage workshop, pet spa, reserved private garage parking, and much more. All this, with onsite fi ne 
dining, casual café, specialty market, and a seasonal pier venue. Come visit the most anticipated new neighborhood in Old Town Alexandria.

Get a glimpse of the future.

New Condominiums from $1.25M to $4.995M and Townhomes from $1.85M to $2.78M

Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo 
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and 
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any 
EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.

Open by appointment: visit EYA.com/RLwaterfront or call 703-997-2210

300 SOUTH UNION STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
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local shelters. 
The festival is an op-

portunity for Alex Ben-
bassat and Justin LeGo-
re, two Virginia Tech 
roommates-turned-business 
partners, to prove to the 
public and potential inves-
tors that Brewski’s Barkhaus, 
their concept for a dog bar, 
would be a perfect fit for Al-
exandria.

Opening a dog bar has 
been Benbassat and LeGo-
re’s dream since the two first 
discovered dog bars in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. 

The former college room-
mates both moved to Char-
lotte in 2017, Benbassat for 
an internship at an archi-
tecture firm and LeGore 
to work at a solar energy 
startup. After work, the two 
friends would take Benbas-
sat’s German shepherd, Rex, 
to a local dog bar, a concept 
they immediately connected 
with.

“What a dog bar is, it’s 
an all fenced-in area, indoor 
and outdoor, and they have 
small dog areas and they 
have a communal dog area 
where your dog can just run 
around and play,” Benbassat 
said. “It’s all leash-less and 
then they have a bar con-
nected to it. That way you 
can literally sit there, enjoy 
a drink [and] talk with your 
friends while your dog is 
being socialized, which is a 
huge thing for dogs because 
they’re naturally pack [ani-
mals].”

Similar to a dog park, the 
presence of dogs helped en-
hance the bar’s social atmo-
sphere, Benbassat said.

“It was super easy to meet 
people, to talk to people, and 
it’s already like you know 
everyone because your dog 
is already running around 
playing with everyone’s 
dogs,” Benbassat said.

Eventually, LeGore moved 
to Washington state with 
the startup. But after a year 

across the country, LeGore 
said he missed the east coast 
and decided to move back. 

“I began to put together a 
business plan for my own dog 
bar because I still thought 
that was a really cool idea,” 
LeGore said. “There was 
nothing like that back in my 

hometown.”
LeGore moved back in 

with Benbassat, who had 
moved to Alexandria to fin-
ish up his architecture thesis 
at the Washington-Alexan-
dria Architecture Center.  

It seemed like perfect 
timing, LeGore said. Alexan-

dria, a famously dog-friendly 
city, had been on his list of 
potential locations for the 
dog bar. Unbeknownst to 
LeGore, Benbassat had also 
been pursuing the idea of a 
dog bar for his thesis.

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

SEE FESTIVAL | 7

FESTIVAL FROM | 1

PHOTO/BREWSKIS BARKHAUS
Alex Bonbassat and Justin LeGore raised Rex, Bonbassat’s German shepherd, together and regularly 
visited a dog bar in Charlotte, North Carolina.
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“I decided to use the 
concept that me and Justin 
wanted to do but also add 
a twist of an animal shelter 
with it as well,” Benbassat 
said. “I wanted to be able 
to design it in a way that it 
would just bring a whole 
other wave of people to 
adopt these dogs even quick-
er and just get these dogs 
known. And even if they’re 
not adopted, they could be 
socialized and become more 
behaviorally sound.”

The name of Benbassat’s 
thesis project was Brewski’s 
Barkhaus, a riff on the Bau-
haus architecture movement 
and Brewski – LeGore’s dog’s 
alcohol-infused name.

Both friends quickly real-
ized they had been working 
on the same idea from dif-
ferent angles and agreed to 
combine their concepts un-
der the Brewski’s Barkhaus 
name.

They expanded upon 
Benbassat’s shelter idea and 
decided Brewski’s Barkhaus 
would feature a doggie day-
care where local shelters 
could bring dogs for free 
daycare, exposure and so-
cialization.

In January, the two 
f r iends-t u r ned-business 
partners reached out to the 
Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center, a com-
munity resource that pro-
vides counseling and train-
ing for small businesses.

Bill Reagan, executive 
director of the SBDC, and 
Gloria Flanagan, assistant 
director of the SBDC, took 
notice of how committed the 
two young entrepreneurs 
were.

“These are two very smart 
guys and they realized that 
before they sort of jumped in 
the deep end, they’ve got to 
do a lot of research,” Flana-
gan said. “They had checked 
out a couple places where 
they were like, ‘Ok, what 
don’t we know? What do we 
need to know?’”

Any business concept 
that involves alcohol, food 
or animals sets off a red flag, 
Reagan said – let alone one 
that involves all three. But 
the Barkhaus boys remained 
committed, and the SBDC 
helped connect them with 
the Virginia Alcohol Bever-
age Control licensure, real 
estate agents and other local 
dog businesses.

During their meetings 
with the SBDC and Alexan-
dria Economic Development 
Partnership, Benbassat and 
LeGore came up with the 
idea of hosting a festival, a 
pop-up version of their busi-
ness model, to gauge public 
interest and potentially at-
tract investors. Currently, 
the venture is funded by 
only close friends and fam-
ily.  

“We figured there’d be no 
better way than to host this 
event and start spreading 
the word and hopefully try 
to find some investors,” Le-
Gore said.

Thus, Alexandria’s first 
Beer, Wine and Dog Festival 
was born. 

Since May, the two busi-
ness partners have been 
noses to the grindstone, 
working to make the festival 
a reality, and it hasn’t been 
easy. It required putting 
aside planning for Barkhaus, 
which they still expect to 
open in fall 2020.

Tickets for the festival 
are $10 and include access to 
live music, breweries, win-
eries, tents with different 
activities and food trucks, 
including one for dogs called 
Woof Bowl. The festival will 
also feature about 10 foster 
dogs from Arlington-based 
Lucky Dog Animal Rescue 
to represent Barkhaus’ com-
bined-shelter concept.

All proceeds will go 
toward local shelters, in-
cluding Lucky Dog Ani-
mal Rescue, the Social Dog 
Movement, the Animal 
Welfare League of Alexan-
dria and the Animal Welfare 
League of Arlington.

Two hundred people have 
purchased tickets already. 
With more than 2,000 people 
“interested” in attending, ac-
cording to Facebook, LeGore 
said the event could be big-
ger than he and his business 
partner originally thought. 

“It’s definitely a new type 

of festival, especially for this 
area, and a new festival in 
general, just having those 
three concepts into one,” 
Benbassat said. “It’s a great 
thing to have and it’ll be a 
great way to get the word out 
about Brewski’s Barkhaus 
and to help the foster dogs 

find their homes.”
The Old Town Beer, Wine 

and Dog Festival is Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Waterfront Park. Tickets are 
available for advance pur-
chase at www.oldtownbeer-
wineanddog.com.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 24  •  10 AM-4 PM
65+ EXHIBITORS  •  PET PHOTOS  •  LIVE MUSIC • PET ADOPTION  •  FAMILY FUN  •  AND MORE!

MEET OUR TOP DOGS:

VILLAGEATSHIRLINGTON.COM

2019_WagsWhiskers_AlexTimes.indd   1 8/13/19   12:42 PM

FESTIVAL FROM | 6
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Franconia-Springfield Sta-
tion, as work on the pedes-
trian bridge, elevators and 
restrooms nears comple-
tion.

Skylight frames and 
glass panels are complete 
at the Huntington Station, 
and construction crews are 
now installing slip-resis-

tant tile and shelters on the 
platform. 

At the King Street-Old 
Town Station, frames and 
skylights across the sta-
tion’s canopies, as well as 
slip-resistant tiles, have 
been installed. Work con-
tinues on new lighting and 
new tiling in the mezzanine 
area.

Work crews have in-

stalled platform canopy 
framing, skylights, bath-
room fixtures and intercom 
system boxes at the Van 
Dorn Street Station. Over 
the next four weeks, crews 
will continue constructing 
platform shelters, install-
ing mezzanine ceiling pan-
els and renovating the ele-
vators.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

571-438-2323  
Apply online at 

www.PassionatelyPets.com/About/Employment.php

NOW 
HIRING 

Dog 
Walkers

Happiness starts here.

Terrific   
TUX
Tux was left behind 
when his family moved. 
But don’t be sad for 

him. He’s ready for his 
forever home and that 
will be a happy day!

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

British and American Fare
British breakfast, lunch  
& weekend brunch

822 N. Fairfax St.  |  703-706-5886
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

could get done.” 
According to Robertson, 

construction is behind be-
cause of delayed permit ap-
provals. 

When questioned by 
Mayor Justin Wilson about 
the delay in permit approval, 
Daphne Kott, a project man-
ager with the Department 
of Project Implementation, 
said that the project team 
had to comply with both city 
and state requirements. The 
team was required to submit 
plans, including a storm-
water management plan, a 
health and safety plan and 
a soil management plan, be-
fore it was able to begin con-
struction, Kott said. 

The only major construc-
tion that has taken place thus 
far has been demolition of a 
playground near the construc-
tion site. Crews are scheduled 
to demolish the traffic cir-
cle on Potomac Greens Drive 
sometime this month. 

At the meeting, Robert-
son presented pictures of the 
active construction sites and 
detailed traffic mitigation 
efforts, including temporary 
stop signs at the intersection 
of Potomac Greens Drive and 
Carpenter Road, that would 
be put in place during con-
struction. 

While the new station’s 
design has not been com-
pletely approved, the Board 
of Architectural Review ap-
proved various design ele-
ments at two meetings in 
July. 

On July 10, the BAR ap-

proved the height, scale, 
footprint and architectural 
character of the project, and 
on July 24, the BAR approved 
the mass and scale of the 
piers and the mass and scale 
of the mezzanine and plat-
form roofs. 

The BAR approval process 
is ongoing, according to Kott.

“We still have to take 
lighting, the coding materi-
al, the glass material [to the 
BAR],” Kott said. “There’s a 
whole host of other details 
that need to be approved by 
BAR, but we’ve done this so 
that the contractor can order 
the materials that take a long 
lead time.” 

Before the next BAR 
meeting, which will take 
place on Sept. 4, the city will 
host an architecture work-
shop, where the designers of 
the project will display a 3-D 
model of the station in order 
to let people see more of the 
elements inside and outside 
of the station.

Design plans have not 
been released for the station’s 
southern entrance. 

On June 25, city council 
voted to simplify the design 
of the station’s southern pa-
vilion to stay under $50 mil-

lion. The funding for south-
west access was part of the 
state’s package to attract 
Amazon to Northern Virgin-
ia. The new design of the East 
Glebe Road pavilion will be 
developed during the final 
site plan phase with input 
from staff and the commu-
nity, according to a BAR staff 
report. 

When discussing permit-
ting at the meeting, the issue 
of the Potomac Yard wetlands 
came up several times. 

The wetlands will be filled 
as soon as the State Water 
Control Board grants permis-
sion, according to Robertson. 
Until then, the wetlands area 
is open, Robertson said. The 
State Water Control Board 
meeting will take place on 
Sept. 6 in Sandston, Virginia. 

According to Robertson, 
there is a wetlands resto-
ration plan in place. 

When questioned about 
the potential damage to 
fledgling wildlife by a mem-
ber of the audience, neither 
Kott nor Robinson had an an-
swer. 

For updates on the proj-
ect, visit www.alexandriava.
gov/potomacyardmetro.

-hhartzell@alextimes.com
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Frankly, this summer we were 
not able to get the amount of 
work that we wanted to get done, 

done. ... I think we were optimistic 
about what we could get done.”

– Fred Robertson 
project manager,  

WMATA
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“I have a lot to prove this 
year, coming off a tough sea-
son last year,” Luke Wilson, 
senior captain and offensive 
lineman, said. “We have a lot 
of seniors and so some will be 
their last year playing foot-
ball so you know, it’s good. 
Hopefully we’ll go out with 
a bang and make playoffs. 
That’s the plan.”

The seniors on the team 
this year are proteges of 
Coach James Longerbeam, 
who took on the role of head 
football coach four years ago 
when they were incoming 
freshmen. 

“There’s probably about 
25 of them, and we’ve been 
together for four years, so 
they kind of know how we do 
things, and it’s really been 
good,” Longerbeam said. 
“They’ve been great in the 
off season. We’ve got really, 
really good leadership out of 
this group, so we’re really ex-
cited about it.”

The team held its first 

official practice on Aug. 1, 
but the players have been 
putting in work year-round, 
from spending time in the 
weight room and condi-
tioning, to participating in 
camps and seven-on-seven 
tournaments.

As they prepare for their 
season opener on Aug. 30, 
T.C.’s football players have 
been working on efficiency 
and attitude at practice, Wil-
son said. 

“I think we’ve already 
fixed a lot of our mistakes, 
which is mainly our tone 
going into practice,” Wilson 
said. “Everything is more 

precise, and people are a lot 
more focused during prac-
tice. Doing the little things 
right can go a long way.”

Quarterback and senior 
captain Robert Longerbeam, 
who is also the coach’s son, 
said the team has improved 
the pace of practice as well. 

“We’re actually going a 
lot faster, and everything 
we’re doing is a lot faster so 
you get more reps in,” Robert 
Longerbeam said. 

So far, the team has been 
practicing on its home field 
at T.C. Williams High School. 

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

FOOTBALL FROM | 1

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Senior Captain Ricardo Ross runs for a ball during a drill at practice on Monday. .

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Titans run a drill at practice on Monday.
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I think we’ve already fixed a lot of 
our mistakes, which is mainly our 
tone going into practice. Everything 

is more precise, and people are a lot 
more focused during practice. Doing the 
little things right can go a long way.”

– Luke Wilson,  
senior captain,  

T.C. Williams football 
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Coach Longerbeam said they 
haven’t been doing anything 
special to prepare to play in-
doors at The St. James. 

“We’ll go up there and 
practice once or twice prior 
to our first game, but … it’s 
really pretty much the same,” 
Longerbeam said. “The only 
difference is there’s only 
bleachers on one side, which 
doesn’t matter as far as foot-
ball.”

The St. James’ field has 
seating for more than 2,000 
people, Longerbeam said. 
Both Longerbeam and Ath-
letic Director James Parker 
said they expected tickets for 

all five home games to sell 
out. Tickets will be available 
for purchase in the coming 
weeks. 

 “The place holds, I think, 
2,300 people. Our atten-
dance for home games on 
Saturdays is way, way, way 
less than that,” Parker said. 
“Best-case scenario is we 
sell out the games, and peo-
ple are unable to get in, but 
I think that’s a good problem 
to have. … People coming 
back out to games and get-
ting excited about playing on 
Friday nights is going to help 
us whenever the construc-
tion is started and finished, 
whenever that happens, this 
will kind of be that catapult 

that helps us then fill our 
own stadium.” 

ACPS made The St. James 
announcement on July 19. 
The decision was related 
to the controversial Park-
er-Gray Stadium moderniza-
tion project, which Alexan-
dria City Council approved 
in October 2018, despite the 
protests of residents whose 
homes are adjacent to T.C. 
Williams High School. 

T.C. Williams is one of the 
only public high schools in 
the region that doesn’t have 
stadium lighting, though 
the other three primary 
high schools in Alexandria, 
all private, also lack football 
stadium lights. For the past 
50 years, since T.C. was built, 
the football team has played 
its home games on Saturday 
during the day. 

Because the modern-
ization project includes 
lights, four separate groups 
of neighbors filed lawsuits 
against the city and school 
board. The plaintiffs of one 
of the lawsuits, which is 
scheduled to go to trial on 
Feb. 24, 2020, allege that 
city and school representa-
tives promised their ances-
tors to never put lights on 
the field when T.C. was built 

in the 1960s.
The plaintiffs and defen-

dants have come to a com-
promise that ACPS would do 
no construction in further-
ance of installing perma-
nent lights at the stadium 
until March 16, 2020, ac-
cording to Lars Liebeler, the 
plaintiffs’ attorney. 

In the interim, ACPS 
plans to commence con-
struction on the track, field, 
press box and ticket booth 
in October 2019, according 
to ACPS Communications 
Director Helen Lloyd.

Parker said The St. James 
partnership was a creative 
solution for home games 
during the construction pe-
riod. 

“We’ll be the first team 
in the history of Virginia to 

have its home field be in-
doors, which is pretty cool, 
and it kind of sets the tone 
I’ve had as new athletic di-
rector here, of really putting 
our history and traditions 
at the forefront, making us 
a national-caliber program, 
and doing things different-
ly, being the leaders,” Parker 
said. 

Parker said that ACPS 
is partnering with The St. 
James so that the arrange-
ment will be mutually ben-
eficial for both parties. He 
said that ACPS is not paying 
anything to use the field 
and that both parties would 
make profits from the five 
home games. 

When asked whether The 

dental-alexandria.com • (703) 745-5496 • 3116 Mt Vernon Ave

The Lightwalker laser is the most advanced 
system on the market for bone regeneration and 

fixing loose teeth and gum disease!

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 

and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

Introducing...  

Laser Dentistry
Drill-free cavity  

treatment 
No needles or anesthesia

Non-surgical snoring 
solutions

No expensive root canal

Non-invasive benefits include

FOOTBALL FROM | 9
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Quarterback Robert Longerbeam and his dad and coach, James Longerbeam.
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I think it’ll be a cool experience 
for us to be able to play in front of 
the lights and at an indoor field. 

It’ll be cool. Most people are excited. 
Some people are on and off, but for the 
most part here, people are excited.”

– Anthony Eaton,  
senior captain,  

T.C. Williams football
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St. James could become a 
permanent home field for 
the team, Parker said via 
email, “Well, I can never say 
never, but our future plans 
are to play on campus at our 
home stadium in the future. 
This is something different 
to bring some excitement 
back into our football pro-
gram and to show the world 
what a first-class athletic 
program we are.”

Players said they were 
excited to play at the new 
field.  

“I think it’ll be a cool 
experience for us to be able 
to play in front of the lights 
and at an indoor field. It’ll 
be cool,” Anthony Eaton, 
running back and senior 
captain, said. “Most people 
are excited. Some people are 
on and off, but for the most 
part here, people are excit-
ed.” 

The Titans kick off the 
season at Herndon High 
School on Aug. 30. Their 
home opener at The St. 
James, located at 6805 In-
dustrial Road, will take place 
on Sept. 20. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Beat the Heat with our 
Summer Inspections  

Special
$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by August 31.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Beat the Heat

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

The Producers                               7/27-8/17
Max Bialystock, the onetime 
king of Broadway producers, is 
hungry to strike it rich. Leo Bloom, 
an accountant with dreams of 
becoming a producer, discovers 
they could get richer by producing 
a flop. When their new production, 
“Springtime for Hitler,” turns out 
to be a smash success, the plan is 
thrown off and the partners lives 
are thrown into 
chaos.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Titans offense and defense face off before the snap during a 
drill at practice. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The T.C. Williams High School football team stretches before practice on Monday.
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RESTAURANT  
WEEK

Alexandria
August  

16-25

August 16 - 25, 2019 
Enjoy sumptuous, delectable West Coast Cuisine and California and New World 
Wines. Our stunning California Fresh Cuisine is craft prepared by Chef Walter 
Ramirez, and this season’s RW selections are sure to please. We have many 
gluten-free and and vegetarian options too. 

Our charming and peaceful outdoor garden dining area is in the heart of Old 
Town. Join us for a Friday and Saturday evening for our amazing musical artists 
that play from 8-10pm. It’s free and fantastic. 

It’s Restaurant Week at Sonoma Cellar!

Visit us today and see why people – and their pups – love Sonoma Cellar!
207 King Street  | mysonomacellar.com | 703.566.9867

Fabulous fresh, delectably delicious craft food  •  Wine Tasting – every day! 

Best outdoor dining in Old Town  •  Dogs welcome and muzzle rubbed

Happy Hour  •  SoCel Wine Club  •  Wine Education Events

The Restaurant Week Dinner Menu 
is three courses for $35 and the 

Brunch Menu is two courses for $15.

Alexandria Restaurant Week Excitement!
$35 for three course Dinner
$15 for two course Brunch



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  AUGUST 15, 2019 | 13 

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Crab Cake Broiled 
smoked tomato aioli

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA 

(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Join us for  
RESTAURANT 

WEEK

RESTAURANT  
WEEK
RESTAURANT  
WEEK

Alexandria
August  
16-25

$35  
 3-course prix fixe menu

205 E. HOWELL AVENUE 
703-717-9151 

WWW.DELRAYCAFE.COM

FONTAINE
  

Experience  
   al fresco  
     dining  
for breakfast, 
   lunch or  
      dinner!  

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Join  
us for 

Restaurant  
Week
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Treat yourself to Bistro Sancerre this 
Restaurant Week with delicious  

brunch, lunch and dinner specials! 

Other reasons to visit Bistro Sancerre:

We offer catering for your events, and 

$2 off Happy Hour food items daily 4-6:30

1725 Duke St, Ste 100, Alexandria, VA
(703) 634-2720 • www.bistrosancerre.com

RESTAURANT  
WEEK

Alexandria
August  
16-25

219 Restaurant 
A La Lucia
Bastille Brasserie  
  & Bar
Bistro Sancerre
Blackwall Hitch
Brabo Brasserie
Bugsy’s Pizza  
  Restaurant & 
Sports Bar
Cafe 44
Cafe Pizzaiolo
Carlyle Club
Catch on the Ave
Cedar Knoll
Chadwicks
Chart House  
  Restaurant
Cheesetique
City Kitchen

Clyde’s at Mark Center
Columbia Firehouse
Daniel O’Connell’s 
Irish Restaurant  
  & Pub
Del Ray Cafe
Dishes of India
Diya Indian Cuisine
Evening Star Cafe 
Fontaine
Gadsby’s Tavern  
  Restaurant
Hank’s Pasta Bar
Hard Times Cafe
Hops N’ Shine
Hummingbird
Il Porto
Jackson 20
Java Grill
Junction Bakery  

  & Bistro
King Street Tavern
Kisso Asian Bistro
La Tasca
Laporta’s Restaurant
Lena’s Wood-Fired  
  Pizza & Tap
The Light Horse
Live Oak Restaurant
Mackie’s Bar  
  and Grill
Magnolia’s on King
The Majestic
Mason Social
Mia’s Italian Kitchen
Murphy’s Irish Pub
Myron Mixon’s Pit-
master Barbeque
Namaste
Nectar Coffee & 

Wine Bistro
Northside 10
Oak Steakhouse
Old House  
  Cosmopolitan Grill
Ramparts Tavern  
  & Grill
Redrocks Neapolitan 
  Bistro
Rock it Grill
Rocklands Barbeque    
  and Grilling  
  Company
RT’s Restaurant
Shooter McGee’s 
Sonoma Cellar
Southside 815
Sunday in Saigon
T.J. Stone’s Grill 
  House & Tap Room

Ted’s Montana Grill
Tequila & Taco
Theismann’s  
  Restaurant & Bar
Trademark Drink  
  and Eat
Union Street  
  Public House
Urbano 116
Vermilion
Village Brauhaus
Vola’s Dockside  
  Grill and Hi-Tide  
  Lounge
The Warehouse
The Wharf
Whiskey & Oyster
Yunnan by Potomac 
   – A Noodle House

Belle View Shopping Center,  
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria  
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

FINE INDIAN DINING

$35 
Dinner for 

Two People
Daily luncheon buffet



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  AUGUST 15, 2019 | 15 



16 |AUGUST 15, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Saturday August 17th is our annual CLEAR THE SHELTERS event 
at the Alexandria Animal Shelter.  Adoption fees will  

be waived as part of a nationwide effort to find homes  
for pets-in-waiting.

There will be an activity tent set up at 4101 Eisenhower Avenue 
selling discounted pet supplies as well.  Puppies like Toby,  

seen here, are house-hunting as well as kittens,  
older cats, dogs and rabbits.

Plan to visit on Saturday or make a donation at our site. 
www.alexandriaanimals.org/clear-it-forward-2019

THANK YOU

~ Clear the Decks ~ ~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

Ice & Lights, a new “Winter 
Village” with ice skating and 
other wintry festivities, will 
open at Cameron Run Region-
al Park in mid-November. 

Cameron Run Regional 
Park is the site of Great Waves 
Waterpark during summer 
months, as well as batting cag-
es and a mini-golf course.

For several years, the city 

has been discussing the future 
of the park, which some com-
plain is underused and poorly 
maintained for the majority of 
the year. 

In November 2018, council 
voted to extend NOVA Parks’ 
40-year lease of the proper-
ty by 10 years, to December 
2028. One of the conditions of 
the lease extension was that 

NOVA Parks introduce year-
round programming at the 
site, including a winter village.

The Ice & Lights village 
will feature an ice rink, fire 
pits, heated tents, a retail shop 
and winter displays, according 
to its website. It is set to be 
open mid-November through 
February. 

-hhartzell@alextimes.com 

The Institute for Defense 
Analyses broke ground on its 
new facility at 730 E. Glebe 
Road in Potomac Yard on 
Tuesday. 

The new facility will fea-
ture conference room space, 
a designated conference cen-
ter, a café, a health and fitness 
center and improved collabo-
ration space for evolving se-
curity requirements, accord-
ing to a news release. The IDA 
expects to complete construc-
tion on the 370,000-square-
foot facility by early 2022.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Alexandrians might be 
celebrating Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Day instead of Colum-
bus Day soon enough.

In a July 12 memo to May-
or Justin Wilson, Vice May-
or Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
and Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
expressed their desire to re-
name Columbus Day as In-
digenous Peoples Day on 
the city calendar, in order to 
commemorate Native Amer-
icans.

“Before Alexandria was a 
crucial port city for colonial 
America, it was a center of 
trade for Native Americans,” 

the memo read. “Renaming 
Columbus Day to Indigenous 
People’s Day would provide 
an opportunity to acknowl-
edge the overlooked history 
of oppression and the dec-
imation of Native Ameri-
cans.”

The name change would 
not affect the day’s status 
as a city holiday, nor would 
it change the date from the 
second Monday in October, 
according to the memo.

According to historians, 
Christopher Columbus en-
slaved and killed thousands 
of indigenous people, start-

ing a precipitous decline of 
the native population on the 
continent.

Several other cities across 
the country have made a 
similar change. Nearby, Falls 
Church City Council passed a 
measure changing the name 
of the holiday in 2017.

“Recognition of the Na-
tive American communities 
through this holiday would 
celebrate Indigenous culture 
and contributions as well as 
highlight the ongoing strug-
gles Indigenous Americans 
face,” the memo read.   

-ahodjat@alextimes.com

Winter Village to open in Cameron Run

IDA breaks ground in Potomac Yard 

Council to consider switch from  
Columbus Day to Indigenous People’s Day

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Subscribe to Alexandria 
Times E-edition 
to get your news 
delivered to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to 
get your 
news 
a day before 
everyone else?

COURTESY PHOTO
From left: IDA Director of Special Projects Dean Graves, IDA Board of Trustees Chair Pete Geren, Alex-
andria City Councilor Del Pepper and IDA President Dr. David S.C. Chu at the groundbreaking for IDA’s 
new facility in Potomac Yard. 
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HOMES
Houseware trends
Trends in kitchen gadgets and home devices are changing. | Page 18

TimesLiving

CALENDAR
August events
Go for a creative lunch break, hone your writing skills and more. | Page 20

SENIORS

BY ELIZABETH KUMAR

The ENDependence Cen-
ter of Northern Virginia is 
a community resource and 
advocacy center for people 
with disabilities. ECNV’s 
mission is to end depen-
dence by empowering peo-
ple with disabilities to live 
independently. 

ECNV is a cross-disabil-
ity organization that works 
with people of all ages who 
have every type of disabili-
ty. Founded in 1982, ECNV 
is one of 15 centers for in-
dependent living in Virgin-
ia. There are more than 400 
CILs nationwide. 

ECNV serves Arlington, 
Fairfax and Loudoun coun-
ties and the cities of Alex-
andria, Fairfax and Falls 
Church. Most of its services 
are provided at no cost.

ECNV Programs  
and Services

Information  
and referral

ECNV connects people 

with disabilities and their 
families to community re-
sources that promote and 
support independence. 
Trained staff provides in-
formation on topics includ-
ing housing, transporta-
tion, employment, assistive 
technology, education, rec-
reation and disability-spe-
cific resources.

Peer counseling
ECNV provides peer 

counseling, mentoring and 
support services to peo-
ple with disabilities. Peer 
counselors share their dis-
ability-related knowledge, 
skills and experience to 
assist others in setting and 
achieving goals.

Independent living
Independent living skills 

training focuses on knowl-
edge and skills that prevent 
unnecessary institutional-
ization of persons with dis-
abilities. ECNV frequently 
assists people who want to 
transition out of nursing 
homes to living on their own. 

Transportation and 
mobility

ECNV travel trainers 
provide individual instruc-
tion on using fixed-route 
public transportation. This 
program is underwritten by 
and conducted in partner-
ship with the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Tran-
sit Authority. ECNV has a 
DME program which accepts 
donations of mobility aids 
including walkers, wheel-
chairs, scooters and hospital 
beds. ECNV then recondi-
tions the mobility aids and 
loans or gives them to peo-
ple who need them to en-
hance their independence.

Keeping the community 
connected

ECNV’s website, news-
letter and calendar keep 
people updated on disabil-
ity community activities, 
new products and services 
and news on advocacy ef-
forts. Its personal assis-
tant registry is a resource 

people with disabilities can 
use when recruiting new or 
substitute personal assis-
tants. ECNV’s fully accessi-
ble offices include a confer-
ence room with an assisted 
listening system. Disability 
support groups are encour-
aged to make reservations 
to use this space.

Advocacy
People with disabilities 

become effective self-ad-
vocates with ECNV’s guid-
ance. Through systems ad-
vocacy, the organization 
supports legislative and 

Empowering people 
with disabilities to  
live independently

FILE  PHOTO
With the right resources, people with disabilities can continue to live independently. 

SEE SENIORS | 21

ELIZABETH KUMAR
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HOMES 

Part 1 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

Whether you’re setting 
up a new apartment, get-
ting married or just want a 
change as an empty nester, 
housewares probably are on 
your to-buy list. 

When you shop in a store 
or online, you’ll find things 
you didn’t know you need-
ed, from a pan mold for mini 
pies, to veggie-transforming 
spiralizers, to special avoca-
do slicers.

There’s a variety of low-
tech and high-tech baris-
ta-worthy coffeemakers, 
mills for making your own 
grain, kits for brewing craft 
beer, smart home devices, ro-
bo-vacs, massagers that boost 
collagen – the list goes on.

The housewares category 

has experienced a sea change 
in recent years, and it’s not 
just about color.

“We don’t buy objects 
anymore,” Tom Mirabile, a 
global trend forecaster and 
editor for Pantone, said. “We 
buy aspirations. We buy ex-
periences.”

Lifestyle is driving con-
sumer behavior, from Pinter-
est boards showing off food 
fads to Instagram design 
obsessions and influencer 
blogs. 

Manufacturers are paying 
attention, so much so that 
the 80-year-old Internation-
al Home and Housewares 
Show held in Chicago each 
spring is changing its name 
to The Inspired Home. 

The stage for houseware 
trends has been set by con-
sumer websites and journals 

chock-full of gorgeous pho-
tography, engaging product 
pages, mouthwatering rec-
ipes and stories about our 
new trends.

Even some traditional 
wedding registries now in-
clude aspirational gifts – like 
funding a honeymoon, beach 
trip, Airbnb experience, Soul-
Cycle classes or Global Entry/
TSA Precheck fees, as evi-
denced by several websites, 
including www.zola.com.

Changing trends doesn’t 
mean there’s a divide between 
design and utility, form and 
function. Consumers want it 
all, but with an evolved set of 
parameters.

“It’s an appeal to the 
more fluid self,” Mirabile 
said. “To one group, I’m a 

PHOTO/EMMA BRIDGEWATER AND RUSSELL HOBBS
Polka dots are playful on a toaster and tea kettle.
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Houseware trends offer  
something for everyone

German Mejia, owner of 
Los Tios, opened the doors 
of his restaurant on Mt. Ver-
non Avenue almost 15 years 
ago with just five tables 
with seating for 20. Ger-
man’s welcoming personali-
ty and warm greetings made 
him a beloved figure in the 
neighborhood. He expand-
ed twice, and the restaurant 
now seats more than 300 
people.

Known for its friendly 
service and large portions, 
Los Tios features both Tex-
Mex and dishes from the 
Mejias’ home country of 
El Salvador. The extensive 
menu offers traditional fa-
vorites — sizzling fajitas, 
burritos and quesadillas – 
in addition to seven Salva-
dorean dishes. The Carne 
Asada, thin skirt steak with 
homemade spices, is the top 
seller, and many vegetari-
an options are available. A 
selection of Mexican beers 
and margaritas are the 
perfect companion to the 
restaurant’s thin tortilla 
chips and homemade salsa.

German went on to open 
a second location in Lees-
burg, providing fresh toma-
toes, mint, peppers and eggs 
from his own home garden. 
In 2016, he opened a third lo-
cation in the Van Dorn shop-
ping center, and this year, he 
opened a fourth location on 
23rd Street in Crystal City. 
Los Tios supports various 
community organizations, 
most recently the T.C. Titan 
Robotics team. Stop by for 
happy hour Monday to Fri-
day from 3 to 7 p.m.

Port City Profile

Locations: Del Ray, Van Dorn, 
Leesburg, Crystal City

Founder: German Mejia  
Cuisine: Tex-Mex, Salvadorian
Happy Hour: 3 to 7 p.m
Contact: www.lostiosgrill.com

Los Tios
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!
Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!

HOMES 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Custom detailed millwork, 
crown molding, plaster ceil-
ing medallions and wainscot-
ing are found throughout this 
four-level townhouse. The 
living room features book-
cases that flank a wood burn-
ing fireplace with a classical 
architectural mantel. The 
family room also features a 
wood-burning fireplace with 
a mantel, a marble wet bar 
and a wall of windows and 
doors opening to the private 
brick patio. 

The yard features a profes-
sionally landscaped patio by 
Campbell & Ferraram, an an-
tique wall fountain and box-
woods in vintage cache pots. 
In addition, there is custom 
garden and tree lighting pro-
fessionally installed by Ver-
non Daniels.

The eat-in kitchen offers 
quartz counters, new floor-

ing, a GE Profile refrigerator, a 
Koehler sink and ceramic tile. 
The master suite has three 
closets and a new marble en-
suite bathroom. Decorative 
mirrors in all bathrooms fea-
ture designer sconces. 

The rooftop terrace is 
complete with a wood burn-
ing fireplace and a new atri-
um Jeld-Wyn glass door, in-
stalled by Braswell in 2017. 

There are custom wood 
interior plantation shutters 
throughout the home. A pri-
vate office or guest room with 
French doors is located on 
the lower level. Three aged 
brass lanterns by Troy Light-
ing, installed in 2016, grace 
the exterior. The brick drive-
way features a herringbone 
pattern. 

The exterior was painted 
in 2017, and the interior was 
painted in 2019.

Renovated Saint Asaph Street home features custom touches

Location: 409 S. 
Saint Asaph St.
Neighborhood:  
Old Town
Price: $1,325,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year Built: 1975
Contact:  
Gordon Wood at 703-
447-6138 or Chris Hayes 
at 703-944-7737
www.hayeswoodhomes.com
McEnearney Associates, Inc. 

AT A GLANCE Exterior: Brick townhouse with 
off street parking is a short walk 
to King Street and the shops and 
restaurants of Old Town.  
Rooftop deck: Rooftop deck 
is perfect for evening meals 
and weekend relaxation and 
entertaining.  
Living Room: Spacious living 
room with wood burning fireplace 
and built in shelving overlooks 
private patio.  

COURTESY PHOTOS

baker; to another, I’m an art-
ist. To another, an analyst. 
DIY now is more CIY [create 
it yourself] or GIY [grow it 
yourself] – not just to save 
money, but because you’re 
learning or experiencing 
something. We want prod-
ucts that make our lives more 
interesting. Products that 
save time and save space.”

And although analysts 
like to focus on demograph-
ics, charting millennial, baby 
boomer and Gen X buying 
habits, Mirabile said those 
lines are now blurred.

“People don’t see them-
selves in those groups any-
more,” Mirabile said. 

Mirabile acknowledged, 
however, that millennials 
have been a key influence. 
Eating habits among mil-
lennials – like substituting 
two snacks for one meal, for 
example – have spawned a 
niche for particular storage 
containers that mimic Jap-
anese divided bento boxes. 
And keeping hydrated led 
to a whole new drinkware  
category. 

Changing houseware 
trends have led to a variety 
of new and innovative prod-
ucts. The next installment 
will explore some of those 
product trends, including 
wellness, storage and sus-
tainability.

HOMES 

PHOTO/RACHAEL RAY
Rachael Ray’s three-piece steamer set, shown with teal riveted silicone handles, includes a sauteuse 
pan and stainless steel steamer

HOUSEWARE FROM | 18
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AUGUST 15

MAKE AND TAKE LUNCH 
BREAK SOCIAL Featuring a DJ, 
food trucks and free DIY crafts, take 
a real lunch break outside to refuel 
and recharge with co-workers. Nosh 
on lunch and enjoy making a DIY 
memento to place proudly on the 
desk back at the office or give to a 
loved one. Each month a DIY local 
business will pop-up and offer a 
themed craft.
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: 2425 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.facebook.com/
pg/AlexandriaEcon/events

AUGUST 16

ALEXANDRIA SUMMER 
RESTAURANT WEEK Alexandria 
Summer Restaurant Week showcas-
es the inventiveness of local chefs 
in neighborhoods throughout the 
city, including Old Town, Del Ray, 
Eisenhower and the West End. At a 
range of locales, from neighborhood 
favorites to restaurants specializing 
in international cuisine, guests will 
savor the flavors of Alexandria’s 
distinctive collection of eateries. 
Newcomers like Urbano 116 and 
Village Brauhaus will join return-
ing restaurants like Del Ray Café, 
Hank’s Pasta Bar and The Majestic. 
This event lasts from August 16 to 25.
Time: All day
Location: Various locations
Information: www.AlexandriaR-
estaurantWeek.com

EMERGING WRITERS FESTI-
VAL Join the inaugural Emerging 

Writers Festival. The festival will be 
a weekend-long celebration of writ-
ers and writing, featuring a diverse 
slate of events including author 
talks, craft-of-writing workshops, a 
book and art fair, free public read-
ings and panels on various topics 
including the business of publish-
ing. This event lasts from August 16 
to 18.
Time: All day
Location: Old Town Books, 104 S. 
Union St.
Information: www.oldtownbooks.
com

THE SUMMER LOVE 
SOUNDTRACK FEATURING 
NACIM R&B soul singer NACIM 
comes to the Carlyle Club, bringing 
with him “The Summer Love 
Soundtrack,” featuring songs from 
John Legend, Prince, Maxwell and 
other R&B contemporaries. NACIM 
is a bilingual singer/songwriter of 
Mexican and Lebanese heritage 
from the border town of El Paso, 
Texas. Fans have raved time and 
time again that NACIM is a once in a 
generation talent, one of a kind and 
extraordinarily soulful.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 2050 
Ballenger Ave.
Information: thecarlyleclub.com/
upcoming_shows.html

AUGUST 17

OLD TOWN BEER, WINE AND 
DOG FESTIVAL At the Old Town 
Beer, Wine and Dog Festival, guests 
will have the opportunity to enjoy 
locally sourced craft beer, wine and 
food while relaxing to live music with 

their favorite four-legged friends. 
The goal is to provide an alternative 
to the typical adoption process by 
combining food, drinks and dogs 
in a social environment. Whether 
you are adopting a dog or not, help 
socialize the community’s sheltered 
and fostered dogs that are looking 
for a future home.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St.
Information: www.oldtownbeerwin-
eanddog.com

CARLYLE SUMMER CINEMA 
SERIES: “DUMBO” Join Carlyle 
for movies in the park from June 
through September. Movies start 
at dusk. Sponsored by the Carlyle 
Vitality Initiative. This week’s movie 
is the Disney film, “Dumbo.”
Time: 8 to 10 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/Carlyle

AUGUST 18

BEYOND PAPER AND STONE 
At Beyond Paper and Stone, staff 
of the Carlyle House would like to 
share their love of the collections 
with guests. Various objects will be 
pulled from the collections to be 
displayed and discussed. Staff will 
be explaining collections care and 
maintenance, preservation that has 
taken place on objects and how 
the care of these objects impacts 
the story told. Staff will have four 
stations within the house with 
various objects, in varying mediums, 
to allow for a more in-depth look 

at what goes on behind the scenes 
at Carlyle House. Get up close and 
personal with objects that are rarely 
on display in the house.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: carlyle@nvrpa.org

AUGUST 22

RUFUS WAINWRIGHT AT THE 
BIRCHMERE Rufus Wainwright is 
an American-Canadian singer, 
songwriter and composer. He has 
recorded seven albums of original 
music and numerous tracks on 
compilations and film soundtracks. 
He has also written a classical 
opera and set Shakespeare sonnets 
to music.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.birchmere.com

AUGUST 24

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Attend a guided walking tour of 
Civil War sites in Historic Old Town. 
Participants will see locations and 
stories associated with soldiers, 
citizens and enslaved people, in-
cluding the occupation of Alexandria 
and emancipation. The tour will last 
approximately two hours and the 
tour route is approximately 1.75 
miles. Tour space is limited, so the 
purchase of tickets in advance is 
highly recommended. Participants 
are encouraged to wear comfortable 
shoes and bring water. This event is 

free for members.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

AUGUST 26

NATIONAL DOG DAY Celebrate 
National Dog Day with Jackson 20. 
The event will feature Jackson 20’s 
new Proper Pups Patio Provisions 
menu for dogs, a “Smooch a Pooch” 
kissing booth with adoptable dogs 
sponsored by Project Second 
Chance, a pop-up dog training 
demonstration by Old Towne School 
for Dogs, pet water color portraits 
for purchase by Elizabeth Graeber, 
a prize wheel sponsored by VCA 
Animal Hospital and more.
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Jackson 20, 480 King St.
Information: jane.aronds@thealex-
andrian.com

SEPTEMBER 5

JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS 
In preparation for the Jane Austen 
Ball on September 21, learn 
18th-century English country danc-
ing from expert dance instructors. 
Those not familiar with this style of 
dancing should complete at least 
one full class to become accus-
tomed to the figures and language 
for the ball. The 3-class series is 
$30; a single class is $12. Classes 
also occur on Sept 12 and 19.

CALENDAR

Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Program

For Those Sexually Abused as Minors
703-841-2530

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to 
anyone who as a minor was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, 
teacher, employee or representative of the diocese. Parents, 
guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited 
and encouraged to contact the diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, who will provide support, consultation, and 
referrals.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org/Child-Protection/

The Diocese of Arlington Is Committed to Assisting Victims/
Survivors Throughout The Healing Process. 

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to 
anyone who as a minor was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, 
teacher, employee or representative of the diocese. Parents, 
guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited 
and encouraged to contact the diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, who will provide support, consultation, and referrals.

The Diocese Of Arlington Is Committed To Assisting 
Victims/Survivors Throughout The Healing Process.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org/Child-Protection/

Diocese of Arlington 
Victim Assistance Program

For Those Sexually Abused as Minors
703-841-2530

Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.

Information: www.ballyshaners.org/2019-irish-festival

AUGUST 24

ALEXANDRIA IRISH FESTIVAL  This family-friendly event 
is held to promote and preserve Irish heritage. Join the 
Ballyshaners, Alexandria’s nonprofit Irish heritage organiza-
tion, and enjoy Irish entertainment with live Irish music and 
dance performances, craft vendors, a beer truck and plenty 
of food. Attendance is free and all are welcome.

COURTESY PHOTO
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ECNV is a cross-disability 
organization that works 
with people of all ages who 
have every type of disability. 
Founded in 1982, ECNV is one 
of 15 centers for independent 
living in Virginia. ”

– ELIZABETH KUMAR

regulatory policies that ben-
efit the disability communi-
ty. It assists people of all ages 
through the CCC + Medicaid 
Waiver Program. Commu-
nity education and techni-
cal assistance services are 
provided to public and pri-
vate sector entities to assist 
in improving accessibility. 
In addition, youth transi-
tion services help teenagers 
and young adults ages 16 
through 26 transition from 
high school to post-second-
ary education, the workforce 
and living independently in 
the community.

Employment
ECNV assists people with 

job readiness and honing job 
search skills through training 
and placement assistance.

Medicaid services
ECNV has a Medicaid 

Waiver team dedicated to 
helping people with disabili-
ties receive the support they 
need. It specifically works 
with people on the Elderly 
or Disabled with Service Fa-
cilitation for the Common-
wealth Coordinated Care 
Plus Medicaid Waiver.
 
Social groups

ECNV has several social 

groups that meet month-
ly in the Northern Virginia 
area. These include the En-
dependents, TGIF and Con-
nect 4 Social Hour. Connect 
4 Social Hour is for ages 18 
to 39 and the rest are open 
to all ages. 

Elizabeth Kumar, M.Ed.  
is communications 

 manager and peer mentor 
with ECNV.  

ECNV is located at  
2300 Clarendon Blvd.,  

Suite 250, in Arlington.  
Contact ECNV at  
703-525-3268 or 

www.ecnv.org. 

SENIORS                FROM | 17

Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Muse-
um, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.
org

SEPTEMBER 6

“HIGH NOTE” ART EXHBIT 
EXPERIENCE THE DEL RAY 
Artisans Gallery’s “High Note”, an 
art exhibit exploring the connection 
between music and the mind. Music 
can unleash powerful memories, 
transporting us in space and time. 
Meet the artists and juror Britt 
Conley and enjoy live music at the 
opening reception. This exhibit lasts 
from September 6 to 29.
Time: Opening reception, 7 to 9 
p.m.
Location: 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org

SEPTEMBER 8

“DOWNTON ABBEY” AT 
LEE-FENDALL HOUSE TOUR 
Explore the surprising connections 
between people and places of the 
world of “Downton Abbey” and those 
of the Lee-Fendall House through 
special “Downton Abbey” themed 
tours of the museum this fall. The 
current owner of Highclere Castle 
– the real-world castle where the 
popular television program “Down-
ton Abbey” is filmed – is a direct 
descendant of the original owner 
of the Lee-Fendall House. Find out 
which of your favorite characters are 
based on members of the Fendall 
family. Free for members.  
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

SEPTEMBER 14

LEE-FENDALL HOUSE SPEAK-
EASY NIGHT The Lee-Fendall 
House’s Sips & Secrets: A Speak-
easy Night event returns for a 
fourth year. This much anticipated 
fundraiser celebrates the house’s 
Prohibition-era history, when it was 
home to Alexandria’s liquor whole-
salers.  All proceeds will support the 
museum’s mission to explore Alex-

andria’s shared history and promote 
its relevance in today’s society. 
Attendees can dance the night away 
to jazz and ragtime music and brush 
up on their skills to enter a dance 
contest. 1920s-style drinks will be 
served. General admission tickets 
are $60 and include heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, dessert and two drink 
tickets for cocktails, wine or beer. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

SEPTEMBER 29

TFAA COLLECTOR’S CHOICE 
ART LOTTERY AND RAFFLE The 
Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association 
is hosting the Collector’s Choice Art 
Lottery and Raffle fundraiser at its 
Mosaic Satellite Gallery in Fairfax 
County. Similar to The Art League’s 
annual Patrons’ Show, lottery par-
ticipants will have the opportunity 
to take home one of 45 donated 
works of art valued at $200 or 
higher, in honor of the TFAA’s 45th 
anniversary. There will also be a 
traditional raffle for three pieces of 

art valued equal to or higher than 
$1,500. Tickets for the lottery are 
$200, and tickets for the raffle are 
$45. Tickets for the lottery must 
be purchased through Eventbrite at 
tinyurl.com/tfaacc19. Tickets for the 
raffle can be purchased through the 
same Eventbrite page or at the Mo-
saic Satellite Gallery up to the day 
of the event. The gallery at Mosaic 
will be open for preview from Sept. 
18 to 29.
Time: 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: TFAA Mosaic Satellite 
Gallery, 105 District Ave., Fairfax
Information: tinyurl.com/tfaacc19

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Time: 5 to 8 p.m.

Location : The Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.,  
studio 311

Information: Carol Talkov, caroltalkov@cox.net

SEPTEMBER 12

MARIAN VAN LANDINGHAM STUDIO DEDICATION  In 
honor of the Torpedo Factory’s 45th anniversary as an art 
space, the Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association is dedicat-
ing studio 311 to TFAA founder Marian Van Landingham. 
The solo show will highlight Van Landingham’s work and 
its evolution over the past 45 years. 

PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULAS
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 Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
On June 24, 2019, the Alexandria Traffic 

and Parking Board held a public hearing on the 
misguided proposal to reduce road capacity on 
a stretch of Seminary Road by up to 50 percent.  
Fortunately, cooler heads and good sense pre-
vailed and the TPB recommended that Semi-
nary Road remain four lanes with important 
safety improvements.  However, there were 
three examples of a significant lack of trans-
parency in the process.

First, a TPB member read a letter from the 
Deputy Fire Chief, dated June 12, 2019, stating 
that the Fire Department considers maintain-
ing four lanes on Seminary Road an important 
safety measure to assure access to Alexandria 
Inova Hospital. Later, the director of Trans-
portation and Environmental Services claimed 
that an email he received on June 21, 2019, 
overruled the June 12 letter.

The director characterized the email as 
saying that the fire department supports cut-
ting road capacity by 50 percent and restrict-
ing access to the hospital. There was a robust 
and tense discussion between two TPB mem-

bers and the director on the letter and email – 
which was not disclosed to the TPB – neither of 
which were available for public review before 
the meeting. The documents became available 
about a week after the vote.

This is important since the June 12 let-
ter stated that “[n]arrowing the road from 4 
lanes to 3 lanes, by making only 1 eastbound 
sharrow lane will negatively impact emergen-
cy responses along a heavily used emergency 
response route for hospital and fire station 
travel” and requested that the city “maintain 
4 lanes.” At the hearing, the city led the pub-
lic and TPB to believe that the fire department 
abruptly changed its mind and supported 
cutting road capacity despite the deputy fire 
chief’s letter. The June 21 email said no such 
thing.  

The city apparently gave the fire depart-
ment only options with two lanes in response to 
the deputy fire chief’s letter. The June 21 email 
from an assistant fire chief objected that the 
city “mischaracterizes” the fire department’s 

City lacks transparency  
on Seminary Road

It’s that bittersweet season when summer wanes, 
Labor Day looms and school beckons. Most families 
have completed their back-to-school shopping. Col-
lege kids are departing for campus. Many people are 
fitting in one last vacation or quick trip to the beach.

For those staying put for the end of summer, Alex-
andria has a host of activities these next two weeks, 
with something for everyone: Foodies, beer-swillers, 
crowd-lovers, introverts and even our four-legged 
friends.

The fun starts Friday with the launch of restaurant 
week. More than 70 restaurants are taking part in this 
11-day promotion that spans two full weekends. Par-
ticipating restaurants are offering a variety of lunch, 
brunch and dinner deals, including $35 dinners for 
two and $15 brunch menus.

It’s a great way to sample Alexandria’s fine dining 
establishments at a reduced rate. You might want to 
make reservations now, though, so you can be sure to 
get a seat at your first choices. 

Also this weekend, a new concept is being tried in 
Alexandria: The Old Town Beer, Wine and Dog Festi-
val. A pop-up event organized by two young entrepre-
neurs, the festival is a trial run for what the organizers 
hope will be a dog bar in the not-too-distant future. 
Check out our Page 1 story, “Old Town Beer, Wine and 
Dog Festival launches this weekend” for details on the 
festival and proprietors.

For those who favor more intellectual pursuits, Old 
Town Books is offering an Emerging Writers Festival 
this weekend, featuring author talks, writing work-
shops and more. Check out the story in our page 3 
weekly briefing section for more information on this 
event. Now’s a perfect time to fire up your laptop and 
dust off that great-American-novel idea that’s been 
rattling around in your head for years. 

The fun isn’t limited to this weekend though. On 
Aug. 24, the Saturday of the last weekend before La-
bor Day, wear your green and head to Waterfront Park 
for the Alexandria Irish Festival. The event features 
all things Irish, from music and dance, craft vendors, 
a beer truck and lots of food. Check out our calendar 
listing on page 20 for event details.

Come September, when you’ve jumped feet first 
into the fall rush of events, don’t look back and wish 
you’d made the effort to fully enjoy all Alexandria has 
to offer: Head outside and partake in these fun offer-
ings. Try a new restaurant, hone your writing skills 
and then head to Waterfront Park with Fido and drink 
a cold beer. 

As the late, great Nat King Cole sang, enjoy these 
last lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.

Eat. Drink. Write. Bark.

SEE SEMINARY | 23
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Last month, I lamented the Virgin-
ia General Assembly’s inability to act on 
necessary gun-related legislation. Since 
that column went to press, our nation 
has suffered additional mass shootings. 
I hope that we are nearing a 
critical mass of support which 
will finally force legislators to 
debate legislative responses to 
this national calamity. 

One component of the 
response is addressing the 
nation’s ability to assess and 
assist those diagnosed with 
mental illness. Before discuss-
ing this topic, two points must 
be made. First, studies prove the majority 
of those who encounter mental health is-
sues do not commit crimes, let alone acts 
of violence. People who suffer from men-
tal health disorders are far more likely to 
be a victim of crime than an offender. We 
must avoid unnecessarily stigmatizing 
peaceful citizens.

Second, lay people believe that a per-
son is either “sane” or “crazy,” a binary 
choice. This is not how mental illness 
presents in reality. Mental health strug-
gles exist on a spectrum and are not sus-
ceptible to algorithmic precision. Many 
mass shooters, such as Alexandria’s se-
rial killer Charles Severance, have been 
diagnosed with personality disorders and 
not schizophrenia, meaning they do not 
suffer symptoms such as command hal-
lucinations or thought insertion. People 
with personality disorders are often suf-
ficiently rational to mask their symptoms 
and may never be identified as needing 
treatment. With those caveats in mind, I 
present several concrete proposals.

One: Government must increase 
funding for mental health services. We 
have far too few in-patient beds in Vir-
ginia and struggle to find treatment for 
those who could benefit from outpatient 
programs. If outpatient treatment and 
inpatient beds are not available, it is ax-
iomatic that intervention cannot occur.

Two: We lessen the stigma attached 
to mental disorders. The unfortunate 

negativity attributed to people who are 
experiencing mental illness is a barrier 
to someone intervening with a family 
member or friend in the throes of a crisis.

Society does not normally take a neg-
ative view of those suffering from 
a physical ailment. A person who 
has mental illness is as much a 
victim of circumstance as a per-
son with cancer. 

Three: There should be a con-
certed public service campaign 
to explain personality disor-
ders and their symptoms to the 
greater community. In the men-
tal health profession, there is an 

understanding that personality disorders 
are linked to a higher risk of violence. If 
these disorders present symptoms out-
side of the traditional understanding of 
what mental illness “should look like,” 
society should be better trained to look 
for warning signs.

Four: We must create more options for 
mandating treatment for those suffering 
from severe mental illness. As it stands 
now, if a person experiencing a mental 
health crisis refuses treatment, the only 
way police can force him to see a doctor is 
if there is probable cause to believe he is 
an “imminent danger to himself or oth-
ers.” Even if a person is suffering from an 
extremely serious mental health crisis, it 
is almost impossible to require him to re-
ceive mental health treatment unless he 
is actively threatening to harm someone.

I do not support expansive govern-
ment power to sweep up the mentally 
ill. I do support creating a mechanism 
by which a judge could order a person 
to be taken into custody for a mental 
health evaluation or treatment if, based 
on the credible testimony of the person’s 
next-of-kin or his treating mental health 
professional, the judge finds custody is 
in the person’s best interest and the per-
son is incapable of making an informed 
or rational decision about mental health 
treatment.

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

BRYAN PORTER

views, and the fire department’s 
“concerns were not satisfied. …”  
The email further stated that the 
city told the fire department that 
it removed Option 3 – cutting the 
lanes in half – from consideration 
at the request of Alexandria Ino-
va Hospital because of the risks 
in choking access to the hospital. 
So it was unclear why we are even 
discussing Option 3.

Incredibly, the email also dis-
closed that the fire department 
“had limited input on the Com-
plete Streets Design Guidelines” 
and raised serious concerns with 
Complete Streets. At the June 24 
TPB hearing, the June 21 email 
was twisted by the city to lead the 
public and TPB to believe it said 
things it did not. The fire depart-
ment deserves our full support 
and respect, and the efforts to 
fracture its position and under-
mine its credibility is a poor re-
flection of city hall.

Second, at the May 24 TPB 
meeting, a citizen who supports 
retaining four lanes was return-
ing quietly to his seat in council 
chambers after his remarks, and 
was greeted by a loud vulgari-
ty from an active member of the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee, a bike lane advoca-
cy group, who also serves as an 
appointed member of the Trans-
portation Commission. When 
brought to the attention of the 
mayor, council and city manager, 
they investigated and confirmed 
the incident occurred and each 
agreed that it was unacceptable. 
We suggested that he be removed 
from the Transportation Com-
mission because of this highly in-
appropriate behavior.

After a month of repeated 
inquiries into actions the city 
planned to take, we were in-
formed that the person apolo-
gized to the mayor, council and 
the TPB, though they did not say 
what he was apologizing for. To 
date, he has not apologized to the 
speaker or the public and remains 
on the Transportation Commis-

sion. The city clearly does not feel 
that vulgar public behavior by a 
BPAC member who represents the 
city in an official capacity war-
rants any disciplinary action.    

Third, in an April 23, 2019 let-
ter, the North Ridge Civic Associ-
ation asked council to direct two 
TPB members who were also ac-
tive in BPAC to recuse themselves 
from voting on the proposal to cut 
road capacity on Seminary Road. 
I raised this issue in my remarks 
before the TPB as well. BPAC mo-
bilized to pressure the TPB and 
council, including regional bike 
lobbying organizations, which 
explains the presence of so many 
out of town speakers at the June 
24 TPB hearing.

While that is their right, the 
Alexandria Code of Ethics and 
Conduct calls “Alexandria offi-
cials to the highest levels of eth-
ical behavior,” including avoiding 
even the appearance of partiality. 
We asked the TPB members at 
issue to explain why the public 
should have confidence in their 
ability to act impartially if their 
organization had already com-
mitted to a specific outcome. The 
only response was a non-sequitur 
that under the pathetic Virginia 
Conflict of Interest laws there was 
no legal requirement to recuse. 
This is an example of why city 
staff and council members fought 
so hard against establishing an 
Ethics Commission that was sup-
ported by then-Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg in 2016.

In the end, the TPB recom-
mended correctly to maintain 
four lanes with safety improve-
ments. The case for cutting road 
capacity by up to 50 percent on 
that stretch of Seminary Road is 
weak for many reasons in addi-
tion to the fire department and 
hospital’s objections. But the pro-
cess exposed disturbing flaws in 
transparency and raises signifi-
cant concerns with how the city 
plans to conduct itself in Septem-
ber when the issue comes before 
council.   

-Frank Putzu,
Alexandria
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The mental health aspect 
of violence 
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This Week 
Do you plan to participate in any of the events taking 
place around the city this weekend?

A) I plan to attend the Old Town Beer, Wine and Dog Festival.
B) I plan to attend the Emerging Writers Festival.
C) I plan to participate in Alexandria Restaurant Week.
D) I plan to take part in multiple events.
E) I don’t plan to take part in any events. 

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week
Do you think the lower blocks of King Street should 
be made into a pedestrian-only area?

59% -  Yes, it’s a great idea. It will make lower King Street 
more festive.

22%  -  Let’s do the pilot and see how it impacts businesses on 
those blocks and nearby residents.

17% - No, it will negatively impact traffic and parking.
2% -  I’m not sure.

Weekly Poll
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One of the more interest-
ing elements associated with 
the rebuilding of Alexandria 
City Hall after the disastrous 
fire of 1871 was the flexibil-
ity incorporated into the de-
sign to accommodate uses 
not normally associated with 
government office buildings. 
Certainly, the inclusion of 
vendor stalls to serve pur-
veyors at the adjacent Mar-
ket Square was not typical in 
the construction of American 
town halls, but these areas 
provided an ongoing revenue 
stream of rental income to 
the city and sustained an es-
sential retail element of com-
munity life.   

But it is the allocation of 
space for the local Masonic 
Lodge that is perhaps most 
peculiar. The special rela-
tionship  between city gov-
ernment and the Masons 
within the center of munic-
ipal governance had been 

maintained for decades, and 
many city councilors were 
members themselves.

Interestingly, the sec-
ond-floor space set aside for 
Masonic use in the new city 
hall was planned from the 
outset of the building design 
process, and the local lodge 
was given wide latitude in 
determining the improve-
ments required to meet their 
objectives. This included not 
only meeting space, but also 
a museum room to display an 
unusual collection of histori-
cal artifacts — called “relics” 
by the lodge members — that 
were associated with George 
Washington and other im-
portant Alexandria Masons. 
As with the city leaders, their 
major concern was fire pro-
tection, as a number of items 
within their holdings had 
been destroyed in the recent 
conflagration. 

While the architectural 

plan proposed by D.C. archi-
tect Adolf Cluss was quickly 
accepted by city council only 
weeks after the May 1871 fire, 
the lodge members were de-
termined to consider all op-
tions available to them in lay-
ing out their new space. The 
approval for their portion of 
the building, directly above 
the main entrance on Cam-
eron Street, was not official 
until April 2, 1872, when 
they finally approved Cluss’ 
plans. They awarded a bid to 
local contractor E.H. Dela-
hay about one month later. 
On Oct. 15, 1872, a “topping 
off” ceremony was held to 
mark completion of the Ma-
sonic rooms, but interior dec-
orating and furnishing took 
another 13 months before 
formal occupancy was ac-
complished.

The Masonic Lodge occu-
pied the space well into the 
20th century. The Masons 

left city hall only after the 
decade-long construction 
of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial 
was completed at the top of 
Shuter’s Hill. At that time, all 
artifacts were moved to that 
location, where they remain 
on display. 

Over time, the beautiful 
space once occupied by the 
Masonic Lodge was retrofit-
ted for a variety of office uses. 
Today, the space is occupied 
by the Avery Conference 
Room, one of the most un-
adorned rooms in the entire 
building.  Only the Masonic 
symbols on the exterior trim 
of the room remain to trace 
its original function.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office 

of Historic Alexandria. 
This column originally 

appeared in the June 11, 
2015 Alexandria Times.

The Masonic influence at city hall
OUT OF THE ATTIC

In many such cases, the 
person will be quickly re-
leased after a mental health 
professional determines out-
patient treatment will suffice. 
In more serious cases, this 
mechanism would allow the 
system to intervene before a 
tragedy occurs. Of course, I 
propose that due process be 

baked in, for example, the 
right to an attorney and the 
right to appeal a judge’s deci-
sion.

Given the lack of treatment 
options, law enforcement of-
ficers are often forced to deal 
with those suffering a mental 
crisis. I have no desire to serve 
as the mental health provider 
of last resort – a job for which 
I am not trained. Prosecutors 

are a blunt tool, seeking to 
encourage compliance with 
societal norms through pres-
sures such as probation.

A mentally ill person 
may be incapable of adapt-
ing his behavior to conform 
with what society expects. I 
strongly favor more funding 
for mental health treatment, 
hopefully to intervene before 
a person is arrested, but also 

to provide prosecutors with 
an avenue by which a non-vi-
olent criminal defendant may 
be diverted for treatment. My 
office’s innovative Mental 
Health Initiative is an exam-
ple of a program for which ad-
ditional funding could be put 
to good use.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.w
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Weekly Words

29 Comedian Kaplan
31 Merchandise (Abbr.)
32 Touches on
33 Truck, in Bristol
34 Pellet shooter
36 Commotions
39 Not much interest?
40 Stumper
42 Ferret’s stinky relative
43 Hole maker
44 Jolly Roger feature
45 Chances
46 Airport area
49 “Borg vs ___” (2017 tennis 

film)
50 Estrada of “CHiPS”
52 Antibacterial drug
55 Gratuity
56 Marine food fish
58 Copy machine insert, briefly
59 Bewilders
61 Online greeting
62 “Dear” ones
64 This evening, on a marquee
66 Acquires
67 Rio automaker
68 What Google Docs do 

automatically
69 Garbage can concern
70 Hard-boiled film genre
73 Argentine tennis star Guillermo
74 Eyeball benders

75 Bob Marley was one
77 Kissing in public, e.g., briefly
78 Great quantity
82 Heat transfer?
84 She led an early 20th-century 

crime family
86 Fret
88 Loses touch with reality
89 Cheap beer, informally
91 W or D
92 Surgical tube
93 Associations
95 Third-party account
96 Butt of jokes
98 Allow to attack
99 Ancient Greek marketplace
100 Sci-fi bot
101 Big-time criminal
102 Archipelago parts
104 Move, in Realtor lingo
105 Spin ___ (do some tale-

telling)
108 Arthur Ashe’s Golden State 

sch.
109 ___ B’rith
110 Plays a part
111 What you used to be?
114 Game with +2 cards

IN THE BEGINNING by Gary Larson, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1 Test versions
6 Landform with steep sides
10 Big bag
14 Kind of camera (Abbr.)
17 Was worthy of
19 The Middle East’s ___ Heights
20 Australian gem
21 ___ kwon do
22 “G” as in grocery store event?
24 Adjust
26 Wily
27 Balanced state
28 Like some organs
29 Legends
30 “S” as in Super Nintendo 
Entertainment System rival?
32 “Sin City” star Jessica
35 Like football footwear
37 “A rat!”
38 “B” as in ballpark souvenir?
41 Leggings brand
44 Cranberry-growing spot
47 Encourage
48 Capital of Togo
51 Cries after stepping on Legos
52 Coke Zero, for one
53 Play about Capote
54 Clever ones
57 Use the arrow keys, perhaps
59 Ring-shaped cake type

60 Benefits of teamwork
63 Cork’s poetic place
64 “Honor Thy Father” author Gay
65 “C” as in candidate’s early 
concern?
68 Series of musical movements
71 Uncle Remus title
72 Become more widely approved
76 Worship
77 Flock leader
79 Many a dog has chased it in 
vain
80 Hoppy beer, informally
81 Null’s partner
82 Infomercials, e.g.
83 Baseball stitching
85 Green cars
87 Write “millenium” on a spelling 
test, say
88 Clutch
90 “F” as in football penalty?
93 Male turkey
94 Safest option
97 This, to Isabella
98 “L” as in lordly gesture?
103 Didn’t cook
106 Ways out
107 Punk star Love
109 Vampire ___
112 Not big enough
113 “R” as in roaring send-off?

115 “Thank U, Next” singer, to 
fans
116 Burn soother
117 Leering person
118 Showy
119 Tiny amount
120 Lairs for bears
121 Have on
122 Whoosh or zing
DOWN
1 Implores
2 Sandwich royal
3 Kind of table on a plane
4 Dancer Carrie ___ Inaba
5 When haroseth is eaten
6 Tropical mammal with a 

religious name
7 Writer Wiesel
8 Most rational
9 “Life of Pi” director
10 Oscar winner Coppola
11 Imitating
12 Hikers’ water vessels
13 Soft tissue brand
14 Really surprises
15 Hawaiian island or veranda
16 Hose holders
18 Hawk’s opposite
19 Like a light push
23 A good one is fuzzy but firm
25 Arduous journey

JAMES AGNEW (78), of Alexandria, Aug. 13, 2019
ELSIE ASHOOH (87), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 3, 2019
SALLY CARTER (78), of Alexandria, July 29, 2019
JUDITH GARRETT (75), of Alexandria, July 31, 2019
PATRICIA JONES (61), of Alexandria, Aug. 11, 2019
HELEN KENNEDY (95), of Alexandria, Aug. 8, 2019
JOHN LEINO (70), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 2., 2019
BONNIE LOPEZ (83), of Alexandria, Aug. 5, 2019
CANDA B. SMITH (89), of Alexandria, Aug. 5, 2019
JANICE SNEED (79), of Alexandria, Aug. 8, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS 

533 ACRES | AUCTION SEPT. 
12, HALIFAX, VA. Available in its 
entirety or in 10 tracts ranging 
from 10 – 123 acres. Bid live or 
online. www.Motleys.com. SVN/
Motleys. 877-MOTLEYS. (VA16)
Firearms & Vintage Fishing 
Equipment Consignments Now 
being Accepted for our
November 16th Gun & Sports-
man Auction. Contact Tom @ 
Luper Auction 804-
359-2493 or tcluper@luper-
group.com.
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 

audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial aid 
for qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
SALES

4x5 round bales for cattle - 
$35/bale. Small square bales 

of orchard grass hay for horses 
- $6/bale. We deliver. 434-390-
7165

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers?   Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS statewide or 
in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to reach 
truck drivers. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$150.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Certified Caregiver. Seeking 
private duty work caring for the 
Elderly/people with disabili-
ties, Own transportation, Ex-
cellent References, Excellent 
Cook, Will run errands, light 
housekeeping.  Live in/hourly. 
Call Naana-630-200-9592.
 

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING OFFICE  
MANAGER! Must be depend-
able, computer literate & enjoy 
helping clients. Light travel 
required. Part time or full time. 
Please give Searles a call/text 
at 424-327-8028 if interest-
ed to schedule an interview. 
Or email letter of interest or 
resume to rsearles0556@
gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS

Monday, September 9,  
2019 - 7:00 PM

Council Chambers, City Hall
301 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, tele-
phone: 703.746.4666 or on the 
City’s website at www.alexandri-
ava.gov/dockets.
BZA #2019-0005
417 North Washington Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for variances from 
the required front yard, rear 
yard, north side yard, open space 
and lot size to convert a building 
currently used for office to a sin-
gle-family residential dwelling; 
zoned: CL/ Commercial Low.
Applicant: Brian Fowler, repre-
sented by James Palmer
For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

 
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 

COMMISSION &  
CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 2019

The items described below will 
be heard by the Planning Com-
mission and the City Council on
the dates and times listed below. 
NOTICE: Some of the items list-
ed below may be placed on a
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the begin-
ning of the meeting without
discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered
separately. The Planning Com-
mission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public 
hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning 
at703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2019
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 
2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
22314

Informational Item: A Discus-
sion of regional housing initia-
tives and the City’s commitment 
to increasing the production of 
all housing, including affordable 
housing, over the next decade.
Staff: City of Alexandria, De-
partment of Planning & Zoning

Discussion Item: FY 2020 Inter-
departmental Long-Range Work 
Program Updates: Housing and
Small Business Zoning.
Staff: City of Alexandria, De-
partment of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2019-0039
Riparian area adjacent to 0 
Prince Street (used and owned 
by 200 Strand Street) - Old 
Dominion Boat Club Pier Ex-
pansion
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special use per-
mit to replace and expand a
facility used for the docking or 
berthing of boats or ships; zoned: 
W-1/ Waterfront mixed use.
Applicant: Old Dominion Boat 
Club (ODBC), represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Text Amendment #2019-0005
Fall 2019 Zoning Ordinance 
Practical Updates
Initiation of a text amendment 
and public hearing and consider-
ation of a text amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance to add defini-
tions for public school (Section 
2-187.2) and solar energy system
(Sections 2-194.1); to amend the 
definition of structure, subordi-
nate (Section 2-197.3) and floor 
area (Section 2-145); to amend 
Section 4-1203 to add public 
school as a special use in the
I/Industrial zone; to amend 
Section 6-603 to add child care 
center as a use in the Mount 
Vernon
Avenue urban overlay district; to 
amend Section 7-101 to permit 
solar energy systems as an
accessory use; to amend Section 
7-202 to permit open stairs with-
in required yards; to amend
Section 7-300 to permit a certain 
number of customers and em-
ployees within home
occupations; to amend Section 
8-200 to add parking standards 
for private, academic and
public collegiate school uses and 
to reference section VIII.

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & 
Zoning

Special Use Permit #2019-0042
607 & 609 North Alfred Street 
(Parcel Address: 607 North Al-
fred Street) - Parking Reduction
and Lot Modifications
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special use per-
mit for a parking reduction and
lot modifications for the con-
struction of two single-family 
dwellings; zoned: RB/Town-
house.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

Special Use Permit #2019-0061
1400 Duke Street - Executive 
Diner
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a request for additional 
outdoor seating at an existing
restaurant (amending SUP 
#2018-0116); zoned: OCM (50)/
Office commercial medium (50).
Applicant: J&S Restaurant, 
LLC., represented by David L. 
Chamowitz, attorney
Special Use Permit #2019-0063
3601 Richmond Highway - Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special use per-
mit to operate a public school;
zoned: CDD #19/ Coordinated 
Development District #19.
Applicants: Virginia Tech Foun-
dation, Inc. and CPYR Shopping 
Center, LLC., represented by
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney
Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-0001

Special Use Permit #2019-0062
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2019-
0046
1300 & 1310 King Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for (a) a development 
special use permit and site
plan with modifications to 
construct a 31-unit multifamily 
building with ground-floor
commercial uses and the 
rehabilitation of two historic 
townhouses for commercial use, 
including
special use permits to increase 
the floor area ratio to 2.5 in the 
KR zone, a parking reduction to
allow for more than 75 percent 
compact spaces and a reduction 
of the number of required
loading spaces for the commer-
cial uses; (b) a special use permit 
for a restaurant; and (c) a special

use permit for a transportation 
management plan; zoned: KR/ 
King Street Urban Retail.
Applicant:1300 King, LLC, 
represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-0013
1500 Eisenhower Avenue - Alex-
andria Renew Enterprises
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a development 
special use permit with site plan
(amending DSUP #2009-0017) to 
construct a Tunnel Dewatering 
Pumping Station for the
RiverRenew Combined Sewer 
Remediation Project includ-
ing special use permits for an 
increase in building height and 
a parking reduction; zoned: UT/ 
Utilities and Transportation.
Applicant: Alexandria Renew 
Enterprises, represented by Cait-
lin Feehan

Master Plan Amendment #2019-
0005
Coordinated Development 
District Conceptual Design Plan 
#2019-0004
Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-0019
200 Stovall Street – Hoffman 
Town Center Block 6A
Public hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) Initiation of a 
master plan amendment; (B)
a Coordinated Development 
District conceptual design plan 
(amending CDD Concept Plan
#2019-0003); and (C) a develop-
ment special use Permit with site 
plan (amending DSUP #2017-
0015) to allow coworking offices 
in ground floor retail areas; 
zoned: CDD #2/Coordinated
Development District #2.
Applicant: Perseus Realty, LLC, 
represented by Kenneth W. 
Wire, attorney

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING ON AN APPEAL 

OF A DECISION OF THE

PLANNING COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 2019

The item described below will be 
heard by the City Council on the 
date and time listed below.  For 
further information call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets to 
access dockets, applications, staff 
reports and meeting webcasts.

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 
2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Public Hearing and Consideration 
of an appeal of the Planning Com-
mission’s June 25, 2019 decision to 
approve a Preliminary Plat of Sub-
division (SUB #2019-0003) at 2911 
& 2915 Holly Street to subdivide 
four existing lots into three lots. 
Applicant: Christian Cerria, 
represented by Kenneth W. Wire, 
attorney
Appellant: Various Appellants  
Tax Assessment Map Numbers: 
024.01-02-29 and 024.01-02-30

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectur-
al Review on WEDNESDAY, 
September 4, 2019 beginning at 
7:00 PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

The Board of Architectural 
Review will hold a Work Session 
prior to the public hearing 
to discuss the Potomac Yard 
Metro’s architectural details. The 
work session will begin at 6:00 
PM and go until approximately 
7:00 PM and will be held in the 
City Council Workroom located 
on the 2nd floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22314.

BAR #2019-00187 OHAD
Request for alterations & waiver 
for HVAC screening at 319 
Prince Street
Applicants: Marc Bendick & 
Mary Lou Egan

BAR #2019-00280 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 118 Princess Street
Applicant: Kristina Hagman
BAR #2019-00265 OHAD
Request for alterations at 118 
Princess Street
Applicant: Kristina Hagman

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction 
at 2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 
2501, 3701 Potomac Avenue, 
3251 Potomac Avenue [Parcel 
ID 016.04-01-01], 700 Carpenter 
Road, 1702 and 1880 Potomac 
Greens Drive)
Applicant: City of Alexandria 
and Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (WMA-
TA)

BAR #2019-00295 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 201 North Union 
Street
Applicant: ALX Community, c/o 
Scott Shaw

BAR #2019-00296 OHAD
Request for alterations with sig-
nage at 201 North Union Street
Applicant: ALX Community, c/o 
Scott Shaw
BAR #2019-00308 OHAD
Request for demolition at 1001 
South Royal Street
Applicant: Catholic Diocese of 
Arlington

BAR #2019-00309 OHAD
Request for alterations and a 
waiver of vision clearance at 
1001 South Royal Street
Applicant: Catholic Diocese of 
Arlington
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAR #2019-00338 OHAD
Request for alterations at 515 
North Columbus Street
Applicant: Susan Taylor

BAR #2019-00340 OHAD
Request for alterations at 420 
Princess Street
Applicant: Megan Cunningham

BAR #2019-00342 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 128 King Street
Applicant: Old Town #2, LLC

BAR #2019-00343 OHAD
Request for alterations at 128 
King Street
Applicant: Old Town #2, LLC

BAR #2019-00344 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 721 South Lee 
Street
Applicants: Brandon & Maura 
Ross
BAR #2019-00345 OHAD
Request for addition, alterations 
and rooftop HVAC waiver at 721 
South Lee Street
Applicants: Brandon & Maura 
Ross

Amend Small Cell Policy 
Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning & Zon-
ing, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at 703.746.3833 www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets. 

Classifieds

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following 
special sections in the Alexandria Times! Contact us at 
703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

Sept 12
Port City Flavor

Sep 26
Home/Health
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Commercial Sales & Leasing
Landlord & Tenant Representation

#WeAreAlexandria

McEnearneyCommercial.com
Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.

703.683.2700 | 510 King Street, Suite 515 | Alexandria, VA 22314

Properties For Lease and For Sale

300 N. Washington Street   
For Lease $25.00-$27.00/SF Full Service
Office suites from 1,582-3,294 SF in Class 
B office building. Renovated 1998. Walk 
to restaurants, shops & hotels in Old Town. 
Ride-on bus service to Metro, reserved off-
street parking. 
John Quinn | 703.537.3317 
jquinn@McEnearney.com

300 S. Washington Street
For Lease: 2,800 SF, $24.00 PSF
Office Space on 3rd Floor.
10,245 SF Building built 1964. 
Less than 4 minute walk to Metro Bus Stops.

Ed Cave | 703.683.2700 
ecave@McEnearney.com

1901 A & B Mt Vernon Avenue 
For Lease $40.00/NNN
Retail storefront from 1,971-5,207 SF. Ideal for 
any type of retail. Corner location with great 
frontage on Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray’s main 
thoroughfare! Close to George Washington 
Parkway and I 395. 8 min drive to DCA. 
John Ross | 703.683.2700
jross@McEnearney.com

550 S. Pickett Street  
Vacant Land for Sale $1,800,000
32,987 SF. By Right: building size 27,200 SF 
| SUP 41,250 SF. Prime location with great 
visibility, easy access to I-395 and I-495. 
Zoned: I. See listing for multiple permitted 
uses. 
Robert Swearingen | 703.537.3320
rswearingen@McEnearney.com

1020 Duke Street, Alexandria
For Sale: $1,990,000
Townhouse office 5,300 SF in the heart of Old 
Town, zoned CD, currently configured as office 
space. The zoning allows for conversion to 4 
two-bedroom accessory apartments. Building 
amenities & 10 reserved parking spaces.   
Tom Hulfish | 703-585-6581 
tomhulfish@aol.com

1301 S. Joyce Street
Business for Sale
Bright, cheerful & high traffic restaurant in 
much desired Pentagon Row. Amazon HQ2 
will be less than 1 mile away. All equipment 
in pristine condition, full kitchen with 
ventilation and 2 walk-in fridges!
Adam Tafesse-Bizuwork | 703.537.3322
atafesse@McEnearney.com

228 S. Washington Street
Below Market Price: $220,000 Size: 1,071 SF
Private, well-appointed, extremely clean 
office condo. Two units assembled as one. 
Potential for rental income with 2 established 
means of egress. At the intersection of S. 
Washington & Duke Streets. Priced to sell!
Brison Rohrbach | 703.683.2700 
brohrback@McEnearney.com

171 Elden Street, Herndon
For Sale: $888,034 | 3,241 SF
Elegant, upscale office space suitable for all 
types of professionals. Move-in ready, plug 
and play. Partially furnished. Suite features 1.5 
bathrooms, 6 treatment rooms/offices, large 
executive office; waiting & reception area.
Beverly Merchant | 703.537.3333 
bmerchant@McEnearney.com

1300 2nd Street NE, Washington DC
Business For Sale 
777 SF restaurant space. Great condition 
with ventilated open kitchen. Directly across 
Marriott Hotel & Red Line Metro Station. 
Proximity to government agencies & multiple 
multifamily units. Constant business weekly!
Adam Tafesse-Bizuwork | 703.537.3322 
atafesse@McEnearney.com

River Ridge Blvd. Offices, Woodbridge
Suites for Lease, can modify type & sizes
Lease Rate: $16-$18 PSF. 17290 River Ridge 
Blvd: three floors, 5,416-5,417 each. 17300 
River Ridge Blvd: three floors, 5,375 SF each. 
80 free Surface Spaces available. On-site ame-
nities. Reasonably priced market, quite area. 
Jamie Gallagher | 703.405.6489 
Deb Marzano | 703.638.3478

5350 Shawnee Rd: 2 units, Alexandria  
Office Spaces For Sale or Lease
#330: 1,690 SF. $498,550 | $977.45/mo. condo 
fee. #350: 856 SF. $252,520 | $494.64/mo. 
condo fee. Lease Rate: $28 PSF FS + CHAR. 4 
Deeded Parking Spaces, nearby free parking. 
At the intersection of Edsall Rd & I-395.
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312 
Jamie Gallagher | 703.405.6489 

1307 Prince 
Street 
For Sale: Fully 
Leased &  
Stabilized

3 storey Multi-
Family, 7 units. 
2 one bedroom 
units. 5 studios. 
2,892 SF building.
352 SF basement. 
$50K deployed 
2018-19 for bath 

upgrades and misc. Current NOI $94,560. 
Projected NOI $100K (Three tenants remain 
below market rents).

Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312 
DArnett@McEnearney.com


