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Art center marks  
45 years

BY HANNAH HIMES

The Torpedo Factory has 
housed everything from tor-
pedoes and dinosaur bones 
to World War II files and, 
now, the works of more than 
165 artists.

Located on North Union 
Street along the waterfront, 
the building’s 100th anni-
versary is this November. 

Brett Johnson, director 
of the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center said the anniversary 
is a testament to Alexandri-
ans’ interest in history and 
the city’s commitment to 
preserving beautiful build-
ings. 

“I think the bigger sig-
nificance is the art center 
turning 45,” Johnson said. 
“That’s a rare feat in gen-
eral, showing the commit-

Torpedo Factory 
set to celebrate  
its centennial 
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Back to School
Alexandria City Public Schools kicked off the 2019-2020 
school year on Tuesday. For more photos, see page 14.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Equity 
in the 
e-scooter 
program
Geographically isolated 
residents miss out on 
scooter craze

PART 7 OF A SERIES

On June 20, city councilor Mo Seifeldein 
released a statement calling for the suspen-
sion of Alexandria’s e-scooter pilot program. 
In the statement, he cited two primary points 
of concern: safety and equity.

The issue of safety has been a constant 
point of concern for residents and the city 
since the pilot program started in January and 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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compass.com/concierge Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines.

Exclusive to our clients,  
Compass Concierge fronts  
the cost of services to  
prepare your home for market,  
from staging to cosmetic  
improvements and more. 

No hidden fees, no interest 
charged – ever.

Sell your home  
faster and for more 
money with home 
improvement services. 

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 3001 Washington Blvd, Suite 400, Arlington VA 22201 | 703.266.7277
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Brandon Dorns, 22, of Al-
exandria, died in a single-ve-
hicle crash on Interstate-64 in 
Goochland County over Labor 
Day weekend, according to an 
article from The Patch.

Passenger Abanoub Zaki, 
19, was injured in the crash, 
which occurred on Aug. 

31, according to The Patch. 
Dorns died at the scene and 
Zaki was taken to the hospi-
tal for treatment.

Dorns was a pre-med stu-
dent at Virginia Common-
wealth University, according 
to The Patch.

A GoFundMe page has 

been set up to help fund 
Dorns’ funeral and Zaki’s 
medical bills and to es-
tablish the Brandon Dorns 
Memorial Scholarship. To 
donate, visit www.gofund-
me.com/f/ brandon-dorns-
amp-abanoub-zaki-fund.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Carol Talkov, a member 
of the Torpedo Factory Art-
ists’ Association, held a re-
ception in celebration of her 
“Birds” series on Sunday. A 
mosaic artist, Talkov uses 
minerals and stone as a mod-
ern translation of an ancient 
tradition, according to her 
artist statement. Pictured 
here is “Wood Thrush,” a 
piece composed of amazon-
ite, petrified wood, ammo-
nite, vanadinite, mookaite, 
aragonite, black kyanite, 
ceramic, crystal, Chinese 
stone and smoky crystal 
cluster mineral. 

Alexandria college student dies 
in Labor Day weekend crash

Carol Talkov’s ‘Birds’ series

 

STORE CLOSING SALE
EVERY ITEM IS ON SALE! 

1/2 OFF ON MOST MERCHANDISE
FABRICS NOW 40% OFF 

BARGAIN MERCHANDISE UP TO 75% OFF

ALL SALES FINAL DURING THE SALE PERIOD
5515 Cherokee Ave. #101

Alexandria, Va
703-451-8480

info@bonnysews.com

Store hours
Mon-Fri: 10 am-6 pm
Saturday: 10 am-4 pm

Sunday: CLOSED
Sales Terms: Cash, Visa, MC, Discover,  

Debit Card, American Express

Name________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code__________________________________
Coupon Expires 09/10/2019  • Limit 1 Original Coupon per person, per day.

Return this ad 
and coupon for 
a special BONUS 
of $300,000 in 
CONTEST BONUS 
PRIZE DOLLARS.

SEWING AND 
 EMBROIDERY MACHINES 

AT LEAST

30% OFF

FABRICS

40% OFF

PATTERNS AND BOOKS

1/2 OFF

915 King Street, Alexandria
703 683-1435

Local nonprofit store Ten 
Thousand Villages is part-
nering with the fair-trade 
rug company Bunyaad to 
hold a fair-trade rug event 
from Sept. 5 to 8, according 
to a news release.

The event will feature 
more than 200 hand-knot-
ted rugs in a variety of styles, 
all created by families that 

Bunyaad has partnered 
with throughout Pakistan. 
Bunyaad works with more 
than 850 families and arti-
sans in their homes in order 
to increase employment op-
portunities for women and 
pay a living wage, according 
to the release.

As part of the event, 
Ten Thousand Villages will 

also host a “From Loom to 
Room Intro Night,” hosted 
by Bunyaad Director Yousaf 
Chaman, on Sept. 5 from 5 to 
6 p.m. 

Reservations are encour-
aged and can be made over 
the phone at 703-684-1435 
or via email at alexandria@
tenthousandvillages.com

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Ten Thousand Villages to hold 
three-day fair-trade rug event

COURTESY PHOTO
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5-year-old Star  lives up to her name: She is a star!  She’s 
a pro at nuzzling, a skilled snuggler and her beautiful 

cat-song could be recorded and sold. On top of all of that, 
she’s gorgeous to boot, but she doesn’t let it go to her head.  
All she asks is the occasional treat, a warm spot in the sun 
and a loving lap from which to watch TV marathons.  She’s 

hoping for a home with a human who is a true cat-lover.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT OUR ADOPTABLE 
CATS & DOGS, PLEASE VISIT    
www.alexandriaanimals.org 

THANK YOU

~ Home Hunter ~ ~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert Old Town 

703-628-2440
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week 

is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding 
homes for pets and people, too.

Studio Antiques & Fine 
Art, an antique store located 
at 524 N. Washington St., will 
close at the end of 2019 after 
nearly 40 years in business, 
according to owners Richard 
Totoiu and Lois Boyles. 

The husband and wife 
duo opened the antique store 
in 1982, the same year they 
moved to Alexandria. 

“At the time, there were 
a lot of other antique dealers 
in Alexandria, and that was 
a draw because people would 
come from a distance and 
spend the day here, have lunch 
and visit a half dozen or more 
shops,” Totoiu said. 

Totoiu said his and his 
wife’s decision to close the 
shop is related to the cost of 
doing business in Alexan-
dria and the decline in an-

tique store popularity. 
“We’ve lost a lot of an-

tique dealers here in Alexan-
dria. There’s precious few of 
us left,” Totoiu said. “There’s 
less interest in antiques, es-
pecially furniture, than there 
used to be.”

The store will close at the 
end of 2019, although it will 
reopen for some weekends in 
January and February. Once 
they officially shut down 
the brick-and-mortar loca-
tion, Totoiu and Boyles will 
continue to operate Studio 
Antiques & Fine Art as an 
online business. They will no 
longer sell furniture, but will 
continue to offer antique art 
and accessories. 

“It’s been a great busi-
ness,” Totoiu said. “We love 
it. Most people get into it not 

necessarily to make money, 
but to do what they like. And 
for us, everyday’s been not go-
ing to work at all because we 
like what we do.”

Totoiu and Boyles own the 
building at 524 N. Washing-
ton St. and are determining 
whether they will sell or lease 
the property.  

Totoiu said he’s looking 
forward to continuing to sell 
antiques online.

“People sometimes ask 
me, ‘You’ve been a dealer for 
decades and decades. What’s 
your favorite antique?’” 
Totoiu said. “And I always say 
the same thing. It’s the next 
one. And it’s true. Collectors 
and dealers, they’re always 
looking for something to add 
to their collection.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Studio Antiques & Fine Art to 
close after nearly 40 years 

Ryan Wallace, a youth par-
ticipant in the Miracle League 
of Alexandria, will represent 
the city at the second annual 
National Miracle League All-
Star game in Souix City, Iowa 
this weekend, according to a 
news release.

Wallace, pictured left, will 
be accompanied by his moth-

er, Jenebah Moore; his broth-
er, Franklin; and Mac Slover, 
an MLA volunteer coordina-
tor, according to the release.

The National Miracle 
League is an international 
effort to give children with 
mental and physical disabil-
ities the opportunity to play 
baseball. 

Wallace has been a par-
ticipant in the MLA program 
since 2011. He was selected 
to represent Alexandria at 
the game and will be playing 
alongside hundreds of ath-
letes from around the United 
States and Canada, according 
to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Ryan Wallace to represent Alexandria at 
National Miracle League All-Star game

WEEKLY BRIEFING

COURTESY PHOTO
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(703) 780-4700
Prolifeacrossamerica.org 
PROLIFE Across America      

I COULd HEAR
  18 weeks
from conception SAVE

BABIES
the

gained speed in March. But 
on the question of equity, 
there has been far less dis-
cussion. 

“Considering that com-
panies have designated 
drop off areas for those who 
charge and release scoot-
ers, the lack of e-scooters 
in West Alexandria, where 
many underserved commu-
nities reside, is concern-
ing,” Seifeldein said in the 
statement.

That concern lingers. 
The question of equitable 
distribution of the city’s 
burgeoning e-scooter fleet 
that Seifeldein raised in 
June remains largely unan-
swered. However, in an in-
dustry that prioritizes usage 
and a new form of mobility 
that emphasizes last mile 
connections, there might 
be a reason why scooters 
are not deployed equitably 
across Alexandria’s neigh-
borhoods.

According to a usage map 
included in a July 23 staff 
memo, 65 percent of the 
city’s e-scooter ridership 
takes place in Old Town. 
Del Ray, Duke Street/Ei-
senhower and Carlyle each 
have somewhere between 7 
and 10 percent of ridership, 
while Central Alexandria, 
North Ridge, Arlandria, Po-
tomac Yard and the West 
End each account for less 
than 5 percent of the city’s 
total usage.

The high amount of us-
age in Old Town is not sur-
prising, according to Chris-
tine Mayeur, Clean Streets 
program manager in the 
Department of Transpor-

tation and Environmental 
Services.

Old Town is a hub of the 
city’s business, retail and 
culinary communities, and 
it is in close proximity to 
public transit stops. All of 
that goes into the market 
assessment that dictates 
where each of the city’s sev-
en permitted scooter com-
panies choose to distribute 
their devices, Mayeur said. 

“It seems that scooter 
operators are doing their 
own market assessments 
or looking at the potential 
demand or interest in the 
scooters, across Alexandria 
and other cities for scoot-
er ridership,” Mayeur said. 

“They then deploy the de-
vices based on both the 
market that exists for rides 
and a data feedback loop of 
where people are riding and 
their destinations.”

Scooters often function 
as a “last-mile connection” 
for commuters. For scooter 
companies trying to max-
imize usage and profit, it 
makes little sense to de-
ploy in neighborhoods that 
are far from Metro stops or 
high-traffic areas like King 
Street, Mayeur said.

“These devices work 
great as an option for a last-
mile connection, so think-
ing of it that way already 
dictates the areas where it 

makes the most business 
sense to deploy,” Mayeur 
said.

Some scooter compa-
nies said that deployment is 
based on “need.”

“Bird places scoot-
ers where there’s a need, 
whether that’s around 
transit areas or other pop-
ular areas in Alexandria,” 
a Bird spokesperson said in 
an email. “Bird is active-
ly working with the city to 
ensure we’re meeting the 
needs of residents in all ar-
eas of Alexandria.”

Seifeldein said in his 
statement that there is a 
difference between the 
“need” as defined by com-
panies and the “need” of 
low income or geographi-
cally isolated Alexandrians.

“It is unclear how the 
companies intend to de-
termine whether scooters 
would work in the West 
End if there has not been a 
fair amount of distribution 
during the pilot program,” 
Seifeldein said in a state-
ment.

In other neighborhoods 
with similar usage rates to 
West Alexandria, if not sim-
ilar income brackets, like 

North Ridge and Seminary 
Hill, scooters are also rela-
tively scarce, residents said. 

Although e-scooters 
would be an affordable, 
convenient form of trans-
portation for Alexandria’s 
low-income or geograph-
ically isolated residents, 
residents in these neighbor-
hoods admitted that scoot-
ers don’t make sense in 
some areas of Alexandria.

“I think out here the rea-
son for that is it’s kind of a 
combination of topography 
and destinations,” Carter 
Flemming, president of the 
Seminary Hill Association, 
said. “I think the scooter 
program, as we understand 
it, is supposed to fill that 
last one mile. … The ques-
tion is, ‘What destination 
would scooters be trying 
to get to within that last 
mile?’”

Between Seminary Hill’s 
distance from major tran-
sit stops and the neighbor-
hood’s primarily residential 
streets, residents aren’t in 
need of scooters, Flemming 
said. Residents in West Al-
exandria and North Ridge 
expressed similar senti-
ments.

There is one demograph-
ic that’s found a use for 
scooters in these neigh-
borhoods: young students. 
According to Flemming, 
the demographic that uses 
scooters the most are stu-
dents under the age of 14, 
who, under the city’s Mem-
orandum of Understanding, 
are prohibited from using 
them.

“As I understand, there 
are a considerable amount 
of students who actually 
use them now to ride home 
from over at [George Wash-
ington Middle School],” Kay 
Stimson, president of the 
North Ridge Civic Associa-
tion, said.

Underage riding has 
consistently been an issue 
for police and residents, but 
these new devices are clear-
ly filling a need for the very 
Alexandrians who should 
not be riding them. 

A Bird spokesperson 

SCOOTERS FROM | 1

MAP/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
A July staff memo detailed e-scooter usage across the city. Compared to Old Town, in which 65 per-
cent of the city’s usage has occured, neighborhoods outside the city center have had far less usage 
and deployment.

SEE SCOOTERS | 8
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O L D  T O W N  A L E X A N D R I A

Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo 
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and 
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any 
EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.

Open by appointment: visit EYA.com/RLwaterfront or call 703-997-2210

300 SOUTH UNION STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Discover spacious condominium living at ROBINSON LANDING. Designed to embrace the Old Town waterfront, residents will 
enjoy private river views and access to a suite of onsite amenities such as concierge service, fi tness and yoga studios, pet spa, 

and private reserved garage parking. Come visit the most anticipated new neighborhood in Old Town Alexandria.

NEW CONDOMINIUMS from $1.25M to $4.995M

ONE-LEVEL LIVING.
ONE LEGENDARY LOCATION.
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SERVICES, INC
 In Business for Over 50 Years 

1313 Powhatan Street, Alexandria, Va   22314 
www.caffiservices.com  

WE’RE  
YOUR  
NEIGHBOR!

 CALL 703.836.6775

PLUMBING   HEATING   HVAC   REMODELING
Plumbing - HVAC - 

Remodeling  

Fall  
Inspection  

$89.95

Community 
Shredding Event

Saturday, Sept. 28
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Service Specials•Meet the Staff 
Refreshments Served

claimed the company has 
programs to provide access 
to scooters for low income 
residents, but the city has 
been encouraging compa-
nies to expand their distri-
bution for months.

In a June 10 email to 
Bird, Mayeur denied the 
company’s request for a 
fleet increase. Instead, she 
suggested the company ex-
pand its distribution.  

“I would like to see more 
vehicles deployed to areas 
outside of Old Town, like in 
areas in and near the West 
End, with low income hous-
ing, or less access to transit 
options like in Arlandria,” 
Mayeur said in the email. 

Based on the city’s usage 
map, Mayeur’s entreaties 
to the city’s scooter com-
panies have not resulted 
in significant shifts in de-
ployment patterns. Under 
the MOU, companies aren’t 
required to deploy scooters 
in specific locations, but is-
sues of equity will be a fo-
cus for T&ES during the de-

partment’s data collection 
phase of the pilot, Mayeur 
said. 

“Equity means a lot of 
different things to us — 
from geographic access to 
financial access, and more,” 
Mayeur said. “It’s some-
thing that is hugely im-
portant to Alexandria, and 
we’re looking forward to re-
viewing and analyzing the 
data from the dockless pilot 
holistically and, if the pi-
lot is extended, using a da-
ta-driven approach to mak-
ing these devices available 
to all who are interested in 
using them.”

The city’s neighbor-
hoods are full of people who 
have access to scooters but 
don’t want them, those who 
want scooters but aren’t 
permitted to ride them and 
those who need scooters 
but can’t access them. As 
the city commences its data 
dive, the answer to equity 
questions – and Seifeldein’s 
call to action – remain un-
answered. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

SCOOTERS FROM | 6

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Bird scooters line up at the base of King Street near Waterfront Park. Sixty-five percent of the city’s 
e-scooter ridership takes place in Old Town.
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OUR SERVICES

8150 Leesburg Pike | Suite 820
Tysons Corner, VA

(703) 992-7979
D. DENNIS FALUDI, MD

aestheticmedctr.com

MEET DR. FALUDI
Dr. Dennis Faludi has decades of 
experience in reconstructive and 
microsurgery, with additional training 
in advanced facial aesthetic 
procedures. Dr. Faludi’s expertise in the 
delicate techniques required for 

into Aesthetic Medicine. He now uses 
his surgical skills to perform 
minimally invasive cosmetic treatments 
for a variety of skin and vascular 
conditions over the face, hands, and 
body. To ensure the highest quality 
of care, he works personally with each 

patient from the initial consultation through treatments and
follow-up visits.

Call 703-992-7979 to schedule your complimentary consultation.
We look forward to meeting you!

Feel Beautiful for
Autumn Celebrations

-

   OF YOUR 1ST 
REGULARLY PRICED TREATMENT

(EXPIRES 12/31/19)

10% OFF

• Botox 
• Dermal Fillers
• Sun Damage 
• Facial & Eye Rejuvenation 
• Spider Veins
• Ultherapy
• Micro-Needling 
• Age Spots
• Rosacea 
• Lip Enhancement
• Acne Scarring
• Hand Rejuvenation
. . . And More

®

�is is the perfect time to schedule an Ultherapy treatment to look your best for 
Winter Getaways! Ultherapy provides non-surgical li�ing and tightening of face, 

chin, neck, chest, and arms; post-treatment improvement continues over 3-6 
months. �e procedure is done in our o�ce, and there is no downtime!
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ment of the city, showing the 
commitment of the artists, 
showing the commitment of 
the public who are interested 
in the space.” 

Of course, the building 
wasn’t always a place to view 
art. 

In September of 1918, 
the United States Navy an-
nounced its plan to build a 
torpedo plant in Alexandria. 
Ground broke on the then-
U.S. Navy Torpedo Station on 
Nov. 12, 1918 – one day after 
Armistice Day.

The construction contin-
ued through 1919 and in the 
same year, the building offi-
cially opened. While torpedo 
manufacturing didn’t offi-
cially commence until 1920, 
the city this year is celebrat-
ing the 100th anniversary of 
the facility’s official opening 
in 1919.

After the first torpe-
do was completed in 1920, 
production continued until 
1923, when the factory was 
shut down. 

For the next 16 years, the 
building was used for storage. 

A small group of staff was kept 
on to maintain the facility and 
care for the many torpedoes 
being stored in the factory. 
The factory was also open for 
public tours on special occa-
sions, such as Navy Day. 

After WWII began in 
1939, the factory reopened 
and resumed the production 
of torpedoes. The factory 
produced Mark XIV subma-
rine torpedoes and Mark III 

aircraft torpedoes. The first 
torpedo, a Mark XIV, made 
for use during the war was 
finished on April 1, 1941. It 
was tested in Piney Point, 
Maryland. 

During WWII, the com-
plex expanded to 10 build-
ings with about 6,000 muni-
tions workers. A 1993 article 
in The Fireside Sentinel said 
the workers were an integral 
part of the community. They 

purchased homes and partic-
ipated in blood drives. 

The facility also had an 
employee newsletter called 
The Torp, which delivered 
news such as who had been 
promoted and who the War 
Bond Queen nominees were. 

After the war ended in 
1945, the federal government 
once more used the building 
for storage. The Smithsonian 
stored dinosaur bones there. 
Nuremberg Trial documents 
were also stored at the Tor-
pedo Factory, as well as other 
military documents. 

In 1969, the city acquired 
the Torpedo Factory from 
the U.S. Navy. But through 
the years, the building had 
become dilapidated. 

The building fell into dis-
repair. 

In the early 1970s, former 
state legislator Marian Van 
Landingham, who was presi-
dent of The Art League at the 
time, was the driving force 
behind the factory becoming 
an art center. 

The Art League was look-
ing for new space due to the 
rising price of rent in the 
area near its office at 315 
Cameron St. 

“One day I went into the 
bicentennial office, and I 
was talking about this, and 
I was afraid the artists were 
going to be priced out of Old 

Town. And the chairman of 
the Commission at that time 
was Jim Coldsmith, and he 
said, ‘Why not the Torpe-
do Factory? The city doesn’t 
know what to do with it, you 
know,’” Van Landingham 
said in a 2007 interview with 
Alice Reid that was recorded 
in the Office of Historic Al-
exandria’s Oral History Pro-
gram. 

Van Landingham said that, 
at the time, craftsmen working 
on their crafts in public wasn’t 
a “unique idea,” citing places 
like Colonial Williamsburg. 

But she said she had never 
heard of artists, like painters 
and sculptors, doing the same. 

“And so I came back with 
this plan to the Bicentennial 
Commission were it would 
really be a three-year exper-
iment that the city could try 
and that we would be a very 
low-cost renovation, and we 
could see if it could work,” 
Van Landingham said, ac-
cording to the oral history 
interview. 

At the time, Van Landing-
ham was on staff at the Bi-
centennial Commission, and 
it supported the idea. 

“We were trying to do 
things about history in Alex-
andria, but we were also look-
ing at what is the future of Al-

1000 N. Highland Street, Arlington, VA 22201
703-218-5180 • mstreetbank.com

Member FDIC

Bank Where
You Breathe

Convenient Mobile and  
Online Banking

Get access anywhere, anytime

Check balances, deposit and  
transfer funds

©
©

©
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    PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT  
The Torpedo Factory in the 1920s (left) and in 2019 (right). This year, the Torpedo Factory celebrates the 100th anniversary of its official 
opening in 1919 and the 45th anniversary of its designation as an art center in 1974.

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
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exandria,” Van Landingham 
said, according to the oral his-
tory interview. “So this sort of 
fit into the future. And hav-
ing The Art League already 
having a need with its need 
for school space, need for gal-
lery space, its large member-
ship and also that I could go 
to Art League members and 
say, ‘Would you rent a studio 
space if it’s available?’ That 
was my first source of people 
for the studios.” 

At the time, $140,000 
in city funding was ap-
proved by city council, led by 
then-Mayor Chuck Beatley, 
for the experiment. 

The initial renovation, 
completed by the artists 
themselves, was one coat of 
harvest gold paint, cold wa-
ter sinks and studio dividers, 
according to the oral history 
interview.

On Sept. 15, 1974, the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center 
opened to the public. 

Johnson said the opening 
was “very much a ground-
breaking idea of placemaking.”

“It wasn’t necessarily the 
first idea of what it is now or 
what it became,” Johnson said. 
“But it was still groundbreak-
ing and revolutionary for ev-
erywhere in the world really, 
at that point, where one, you 
would take an old building, 
this old derelict building, put 
artists into it and have it be-
come a creative space but then 
also having it be a space that 
the public could come and 
interact with the artists. And 
that’s really the magic point of 

the art center.” 
What started out as an ex-

periment became successful. 
Artists were even willing 

to work in harsh conditions, 
such as freezing cold and ex-
treme heat. The artists used 
fans and frozen water bottles 
to stay cool in the scorching 
heat, according to the Torpe-
do Factory Art Center website. 

In the early 1980s, about 
nine years after the initial 
clean-up and renovation, the 
City of Alexandria spent $3 
million on a permanent ren-
ovation, according to the oral 
history interview.

The renovation included 
new windows, new bathrooms 
and new heating and air condi-
tioning, which the building did 
not previously have. 

Johnson said the building 
lends itself to creativity in 
more ways than one. 

“The idea of creativity is 
very much changing a pat-
tern,” Johnson said. “It’s 
changing up the status quo 
…  so just the fact that the 
building is here is one thing. 
It’s still a space that you 
come into that you don’t ex-
pect it to be this way.”

He added that the Torpedo 
Factory still has the charm of 
a 1920s building, but that the 
reason it’s creative is because 
of the artists. 

“It’s that force and drive 
of artists who not just have 
studios here, not just call it 
a space to sell but are mak-
ing and having conver-
sations with each other,” 
Johnson said. “So the act of 
going next door and talking 
to your neighbor about the 

piece you’re working on, and 
[getting] their feedback or to 
have a discussion about ma-
terial, that is something that 
is very unique to art environ-
ments like this, that you don’t 
get when you’re an artist just 
having a studio somewhere 
by yourself or at your home.”

The Torpedo Factory was 

managed by its members for 
about 30 years, but in June of 
2010, city council resolved to 
establish a board to supervise 
the management of the art 
center.

In September of that year, 
when the city held a public 
hearing, Van Landingham 
said tourism and other com-

merce-oriented representa-
tives outnumbered the art-
ists on the board two to one, 
according to the Alexandria 
Times.  

Some, including Councilor 
Del Pepper, said composition 
of the board was a commercial 
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PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Torpedo manufacturing officially commenced at the Torpedo Factory 
in 1920. 
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BISHOP IRETON 
FOOTBALL
Season preview

Team claims first home 
win in four years

BY MISSY SCHROTT

The Bishop Ireton High 
School football team start-
ed off the 2019-2020 season 
strong this past Saturday, 
winning its first home game 
in four years. 

The Cardinals defeated 
Manassas Park High School 
54-15, a refreshing start to the 
season after finishing last year 
with a 1-9 record.

“This year, it’s like a re-
venge tour,” wide receiver Reid 
Hartwell said. “The season last 
year definitely didn’t go the 
way we wanted it to. And we 
have a lot of talented people 
this year, and we’re just look-

ing to change the narrative.”
Hartwell, a senior, was the 

star of Saturday’s game, pull-
ing down six catches for 171 
yards and scoring three touch-
downs.

“That’s a pretty good day,” 
Head Coach Chip Armstrong 
said of Hartwell’s perfor-
mance.  “I can’t remember a 
receiver that I’ve coached that 
had those kinds of numbers.” 

Hartwell attributed his 
success to the selflessness of 
his teammates. 

“It was just a team effort,” 
Hartwell said. “All the play-
makers on offense, they were 
all unselfish. They just want-
ed to see everyone succeed, so 
you know their blocking and 

Bishop Ireton football powers to a strong start

SEE FOOTBALL | 13

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Chip Armstrong, head coach of the B.I. football team, leads a pep talk at practice on Tuesday afternoon. 
The team is preparing for its upcoming matchup against St. Albans School on Sept. 14.

301 S Washington St Suite B
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Alexandria

“Your store has changed my daughter’s life. 
We cannot thank you enough for all the info 
and help you have provided us. My 6 year 

old has not had a seizure in almost 2 months 
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Tracy M, via Facebook
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stuff like that just opened up 
opportunities for me.”

While Saturday’s game 
was a good start, the coaches 
and players agree they have a 
long way to go.  

“It’s a work in progress,” 
Armstrong said. “Our expec-
tations are fairly high. We 
wanna keep the bar high, just 
to play as well as we possibly 
can and improve every week. 
That’s all we really can ask.”

Armstrong, who has 
coached football for 30 years, 
returned to his hometown of 
Alexandria to coach Bishop 
Ireton last year. He had previ-
ously been head coach of the 
team in the mid-90s.  

Armstrong’s team this 
year is fairly young, with nine 
seniors, nine juniors, 12 soph-
omores and nine freshmen, 

according to the roster on the 
B.I. website.

With a young team, Arm-
strong said he’s working to 
strengthen his players’ mental 
game.

“It’s just kind of developing 
a mentality of habits that are 
conducive to winning,” Arm-

strong said. “We’re trying to 
establish more of a blue-collar 
mentality [of] being on time, 
working hard every day, con-
sistency of effort, being a good 
teammate [and] putting the 
team before the individual.”

Defensive Coordinator 
John Panker said his first im-

pression of the team was, “We 
have a lot of work to do.”

Panker said he’s seen small 
improvements since then, but 
that the team still needs to 
strengthen its football IQ. 

“The kids are young, so it’s 
a learning process,” Panker 
said. 

Besides the age of the 
players, another problem the 
Cardinals are facing this year 
is the size of the team, Arm-
strong said. The team went 
from about 55 players last year 
to 39 players this year, with 
no junior varsity team. Arm-
strong said the drop was due to 
football numbers being down 
across the country. 

Despite the decrease in 
size, Armstrong said he’s im-
pressed with the players he 
has. 

“I’ve got really commit-
ted guys,” Armstrong said. “I 

don’t want guys that are luke-
warm, so it’s been good the 
guys that I have are really put-
ting forth a great effort, and I 
can depend on them. I’d rather 
have a smaller number and 
guys that we can count on.”

With a bye week this week, 
the team is preparing to face 
off against St. Albans School 
at 2 p.m. on Sept. 14, when 
the Cardinals have a chance 
to make it two straight home 
wins.

“It looks like St. Albans is 
going to be a pretty good op-
ponent,” Armstrong said in a 
pep talk to players at practice 
on Tuesday. “Think about 
where you came from the first 
week to this week. We want 
to improve just as much be-
tween now and the time we 
take the field again against 
St. Albans.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

BISHOP IRETON
FOOTBALL
Season preview
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The B.I. football team runs a play at practice on Tuesday.

Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
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HEALTH CARE
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OLD TOWN NORTH
September 19* |  4 pm–8 pm

PRESENTED BY: Old Town North Community Partnership, the Old Town North Alliance 
and the City of Alexandria, with generous support from American Real Estate Partners 
and Canal Center, Carr Companies, Edens, Gables Old Town North, The Montgomery 
Center, Trammell Crow Residential and our local small businesses, friends and neighbors.

oldtownnorth.org
info@oldtownnorth.org • 703-836-8066

Montgomery Park 901 N. Royal Street
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BER 26

Events include food tastings, mini wellness classes, 
shopping at the Farmer’s Market and live music.

BEST IN BUSINESS
AWARDS 

STEPHANIE LANDRUM

SPONSOR

GET TICKETS

A Few Good Men                               9/7-9/28
This riveting courtroom drama 
tells the story of military lawyers 
at a court-martial who uncover a 
high-level conspiracy in the course 
of defending their clients, two 
U.S. Marines accused of murder. 
Based on events that took place at 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in July 
1986, the play investigates both the 
nature of our military mentality and 
the Marine code 
of honor.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
A new shade from The Lamplighter 
can help cool off your summer.  
Bring in your lamp and see how 
cool it gets! 

First day of school 
for ACPS

Alexandria students strapped on their backpacks and 
hopped on the bus for the first day of school on Tuesday. 

With a marching band at T.C. Williams High School, 
Alexandria City Public Schools kicked off the 2019-2020 

school year with a bang. Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D, stopped by every ACPS school, while 

Mayor Justin Wilson also visited several schools, including 
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy, to shake hands with 

students and parents as the new school year commenced.
Photos by Cody Mello-Klein

So Many Ways to  
Explore this Fall!

Experiential  
Learning Classes:

Reiki
Chakras
Intuition

Connecting with our Ancestors

Learn more and register at 
www.fourdirectionswellness.com
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BY KIM FISKE

In the excitement and 
apprehension of saying 
goodbye to high school 
friends, packing to leave 
home and selecting new 
classes, it’s easy to over-
look that your child legally 
became an adult when he 
turned 18.  This passage 
comes with new rights and 
responsibilities that affect 
both parent and child. 

As your children gain 
new legal rights, keep in 
mind that you are losing 
many of the legal rights 
you had over them when 
they were younger. Parents 
are surprised to learn they 
no longer have the right to 
receive their child’s college 
grades or talk with his doc-
tor without his permission 
– even though they are pay-
ing the bills. 

This transition is an op-
portunity for you to assist 
your child in becoming a 
responsible adult by making 
some legal plans together.  

A great starting point for 
this discussion is a publi-
cation provided by the Vir-
ginia State Bar for young 
adults called “So You’re 
18” (soyoure18.com). This 
publication provides infor-
mation on topics including 
obtaining credit, signing 
contracts, driving drunk, 
voting and making a will. 

In addition, there are 
several legal documents 
your child should consid-
er signing before leaving 
home for college, including 
a Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act waiver, a 
durable power of attorney, a 
last will and testament and 
health care documents.

The Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act is 
a federal law that protects 
student education records. 
You may be paying the tu-
ition bill, but you cannot 
receive your child’s grades 
without written permis-
sion.  Most colleges provide 
a FERPA waiver or autho-
rization letter for students 

to sign if they want to give 
their parents access to their 
grades and other student 
records. 

A durable general pow-
er of attorney is a legal 
document in which your 
child names another adult – 
you – to serve as his agent 
to do things on their behalf.  
By signing this document 
your child gives permission 
for you to do many things 
you used to do for him when 
he was a child. Additional 
things you may do on their 
behalf include having ac-
cess to bank and investment 
accounts, signing checks, 
signing a lease agreement 
and even filing tax returns.  

Some banks and mutual 
funds require an addition-
al form along with the GD-
POA, so be sure to check the 
requirements of your child’s 
financial institution.

The GDPOA is an import-
ant document to have, but it 
gives a lot of power to the 
agent.  Your now-adult child 
just obtained some privacy 
from you and he may not 
want to give up that privacy 
on all matters. For instance, 
he may not want you to have 
access to his digital devices 
or the content of his digital 
accounts but would approve 
access to his digital records.  
You and your child may 
want to meet with an attor-
ney to discuss the options 
and determine which rights 
your child feels comfortable 
giving to you in a GDPOA. 

A last will and testa-
ment directs what happens 
to a person’s assets upon 
their death.  Although your 
child may have few personal 
assets now, they will likely 
inherit assets from you upon 
your death.  Although it is 
unlikely, your child could 
be involved in an accident 
before your death which 
leaves him incapacitated 
and unable to sign a will.  
Now is the time to discuss 
together where your child’s 
inherited assets would go in 
such a situation, and to sign 
a will to make sure that plan 
is in place.

The Health Insurance 
Portability and Account-
ability Act became applica-
ble to him when your child 
turned 18, meaning his 
health providers must keep 
his medical records con-
fidential, and they can no 
longer talk with you about 
his care without his permis-
sion.  Your child may sign a 
HIPAA release form which 
authorizes health care pro-
viders to release his medical 

records to you, and to talk 
with you about his medical 
treatment.  The health clin-
ic at your child’s school may 
require your child to sign 
an additional authorization 
form in order for the school 
to give you information 
about his medical treatment 
there.

A HIPAA release allows 
access to your child’s medi-
cal records and information 
about his medical treat-
ment but does not give you 
authority to make decisions 
about his medical care. 

The Virginia Advance 
Directive for Health Care 
allows your child to name 
you as his medical agent to 
make medical decisions on 
his behalf if he becomes in-
capacitated or is unable to 
make decisions himself.

Advance directives vary 
by state law, and the Vir-
ginia document allows 
an individual to state the 
healthcare treatment he 
would like if he is unable 
to express his wishes.  If 
your child will be attend-
ing school in another state, 
it is permissible for him to 
sign an advance directive 
in that state too.  Virginia 
has a website (www.con-
nectvirginia.org) with links 
to free forms provided by 
the Virginia State Bar, and 
a free registry for Virginia 
residents to electronically 
store their VADHC so that 
medical providers, emer-
gency responders and fami-
ly members with the proper 
authorization can quickly 
access their VADHC when 
needed.

The writer, an Alexandria 
attorney, has been helping 

families with estate planning, 
estate and trust administration, 

charitable giving and 
business succession planning 

for more than 20 years.

FINANCE

We ask our clients this critical question: "Are you comfortable in this house or are you home?" We believe home is more than a
place to live. It's where awesomeness happens. To get you home, you need a team that can pull together all the elements of a
real estate transaction. From buying and selling to appraisals, mortgage financing and inspections—all the way to the closing
table, Zelsman Powers Group has the influence, savvy and resources to personally guide you from beginning to end. Flawlessly.
Zelsman Powers Group gets you home. 

Home.
It's more than a place to live.

Call Michelle Zelsman 202.390.8714
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

310 King St Alexandria VA 22314 | 202.390.8714 | 703.518.8300
If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.

KIM FISKE

Legal planning for your newly adult child
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PETS

Nearby dog park 
sparks controversy

BY KIM GILLIAM

 In October 2018, the 
Brookville Road Park 
opened on state-owned 
property in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland to give neighbor-
hood dogs a fenced area for 
off-leash play. For Alexan-
drians, who live in a city full 
of dog parks and exercise 
areas, with 18 listed on the 
city website, this sounds 
like good news. So why is it 
dividing their community 
and gaining national atten-
tion?

The problem is excessive 
barking. Yes, it’s just dogs 
being dogs – chasing balls, 
wrestling and zooming 
around – but it has been de-
clared a nuisance by nearby 
neighbors who have made 
numerous calls to the po-
lice and complaints to the 
Chevy Chase Village Board 
in recent months. 
 The board has tried to 
find a compromise by chang-
ing the opening time from 7 
to 8 a.m., reducing parking 
availability for those coming 
from outside the immediate 
area and removing the dog 
park from the Village web-
site. They even paid an epi-

demiologist to spend weeks 
studying the behavior of the 
dogs and their humans. In 
54 visits, she only witnessed 
seven dog owners who drove 
to the park instead of walk-
ing and only one allowed 
their dog to relieve himself 
on the greenspace next to 
the street. The fate of the 
park will be likely be decided 
at a public hearing on Sept. 
9. 
 This does make one think 
about the pros and cons of 
having a dog park. The po-
tential pitfalls are readily 
apparent, such as aggres-
sive dogs/injury, the spread 
of parasites and disease, 
poor management of dogs 
resulting in bad behavior 
and people not picking up 
after their dog in or around 
the park.
 However, a poll conduct-
ed in September 2018 by 
the National Recreation and 
Park Association of more 
than 1,000 adults in the 
United States found that 
91 percent of Americans 
believe dog parks provide 
benefits to the communities 
they serve. As such, more 
than half of park and recre-
ation agencies have at least 
one dog park. Respondents 
listed the top three benefits 
a dog park can have:

 

• 60 percent said it gives 
pets a safe space to exercise 
off-leash;
 • 48 percent said it gives 
dogs the ability to socialize 
with other dogs;
 • 36 percent said it allows 
owners a chance to be phys-
ically active with their pets.

Dog parks can also pro-

vide educational opportu-
nities for owners to learn 
about dog behavior through 
observation and from 
talking with more experi-
enced owners about train-
ing a well-mannered dog. 
Fenced dog parks provide  
a place to go for folks who 
might otherwise let their 

dogs off-leash in on-leash 
parks. This reduces the 
hazards from dogs running 
among cars, rollerbladers, 
skateboarders, bikes, etc. 
 
SEE PETS | 20

What’s all the commotion?

KIM GILLIAM

FILE PHOTO
A poll conducted in September 2018 by the National Recreation and 
Park Association found that 91 percent of respondents believe dog 
parks provide benefits to the communities they serve.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 32 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
Our summer 

schedule is filling up 
fast. Call us today 
to schedule your 

free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Fall Inspections  
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by November 30.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

HOMES 

BY MARY PEPITONE

Little houses pack a big 
design punch. 

The trend toward small 
stick-frame homes can yield 
great rewards, according 
to John Kernohan, founder 
and chairperson of the Unit-
ed Tiny House Association. 
Started in 2015, the associ-
ation touts 34,000 interna-
tional members affiliated 
with the tiny house move-
ment.

“Our association helps 
recognize tiny houses as vi-
able structures and as an op-
tion for affordable homes,” 
Kernohan said. “We define a 
tiny house as any home that 
is 400 square-feet and un-
der, whether it’s on wheels or 
not.”

One of the original obsta-
cles in the tiny house move-
ment was finding a place to 
build one, since many zoning 

regulations specified a higher 
minimum square footage for 
new home construction on a 
foundation. To circumnav-
igate this regulation, some 
tiny houses are built on trail-
ers with wheels, and, like a 
recreational vehicle, can be 
moved easily.

When considering wheth-
er to make a big move into a 
tiny house, it’s important to 
check local codes within mu-
nicipalities and homeowners’ 
associations for allowances. 

Before planning to perma-
nently park a tiny home built 
on a trailer on an approved 
property, it’s important that 
the trailer rests on a relative-
ly level and dry spot, and that 
– for most homes – there is 
access to electrical, water and 
septic hookups.

In 2014, the first “tiny 
house-friendly town” was 
declared in Spur, Texas, with 
subdivisions dedicated to tiny 

homes built on a foundation. 
Kernohan and his wife, 

Fin, have been living in their 
off-grid 304 square-foot tiny 
house, known as Beloved Cab-
in, since 2011. They home-
stead in the woods of Putnam 
County, Georgia and have em-
braced solar energy, rainwater 
collection, raising chickens 
and growing their own food.

“Since the housing market 
crash in 2008, we see more 
people trading stuff for ex-
periences and living a mini-
malistic lifestyle,” Kernohan 
said. “These tiny houses are 
in direct contrast to the Mc-
Mansion.”

In a tiny home, a smaller 
space should still be big in 
style and substance, accord-
ing to Dan Louche, owner of 
Tiny Home Builders in Atlan-
ta since 2009. 

“There is no space that’s 

PHOTO/TINY HOME BUILDER
Some tiny houses are built on trailers with wheels and, like a recreational vehicle, can be moved easily 
to an approved site.

SEE TINY HOMES | 19

Big on tiny homes
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!
Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!

HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMES 

Located in one of Old Town’s wa-
terfront communities, this end-unit, 
Harborside townhouse offers turnkey 
living. Well-maintained inside and 
out, the floor plan is flexible enough 
to suit any lifestyle. 

The home, located at 27 Wilkes St., 
is situated in a private courtyard. The 
walled garden provides a warm wel-
come with its raised beds.

The residence has a private eleva-
tor that provides access to three of its 
four levels as well as to the two un-
derground garage spaces. 

The entry-level living room has a 
gas fireplace and garden views. There 
is also a separate library which could 
double as a third guest space with an 
adjoining powder room. 

Throughout the house, the gener-
ously proportioned rooms are com-
plemented by high ceilings, natural 
light, millwork and hardwood floors. 

The second floor features a reno-
vated kitchen with custom inset cab-
inetry and top tier appliances, which 
opens to an informal family room. 

A separate dining room and second 
powder room are located on this lev-
el. The circular flow of the floor plan 
is ideal for entertaining. 

The third and fourth floors each 
feature a private bedroom suite. The 
owner’s suite includes two walk-
in closets and a pale marble luxury 
bath. The bathroom also features 
twin vanities, an oversized soaking 
tub and a full-sized, separate shower. 

The second bedroom suite is lo-
cated on the fourth floor. It includes 
a large private bath and walk-in 
closet. A laundry station, additional 
storage and access to a floored attic 
are also on this level. 

The Harborside Condomini-
um community provides residents 
modern turnkey living in the heart 
of Old Town’s historic southeast 
quadrant. 

Harborside condo combines modern living, historic neighborhood

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Entry is through a walled garden, with expertly planted, raised beds.                                                                                                   
Right: The living room features tall ceilings, a gas fireplace and garden views.

Location: Harborside
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2 full and 2 half 
Living Space: 2,700 sq. ft. 
Parking: 2 garage spaces
Construction: Brick
Age: 26 years
Ownership: Condominium
HOA fee: $595.84 per month 
Contact: Sissy Zimmerman,  
703-989-9779, The BBZ Group/
McEnearney Associates 

AT A GLANCE

wasted in a tiny home,” 
Louche said. “Choosing to 
live in a tiny home doesn’t 
need to be a permanent life-
style choice, either.” 

Based on Louche’s expe-
rience, a majority of those 
investing in tiny home liv-
ing are doing so based on 
financial considerations.
While some choose to live in 
tiny homes for a simpler and 
greener lifestyle, the finan-
cial advantages to owning a 
tiny home are huge.

“Our most popular home 
– measuring 24 feet long by 
8 feet wide – costs $65,000 
for us to build on a trailer,” 
Louche said. “This home can 

accommodate a couch, wash-
er and dryer and a king mat-
tress in the loft.”

Tiny Home Builders also 
sells detailed home plans for 
homeowners who want to 
build on an approved location 
with a foundation. Louche 
says if homeowners want to 
build a tiny home themselves, 
they may be able to save up to 
30 percent off the company’s 
constructed homes.

Before making the move 
to littler living quarters, con-
sider the bigger implications 
of a simpler lifestyle:

Declutter before down-
sizing

One of the tenets of tiny 
home living is to clear away 

things you don’t use, because 
there simply isn’t space to 
store unnecessary items. So 
before making a move from 
a large family house to a tiny 
home, it’s important to clear 
away the clutter. 

“Giving items away to 
others who will treasure 
them, or just getting rid of 
things you no longer need, 
is a great way to cut down on 
housekeeping, too,” Louche 
said. “With less stuff to 
maintain, people find they 
have more time to pursue 
other things they find inter-
esting.”

Clean design
If homeowners are invest-

ing in tiny houses, they want 

to use every square inch of 
space in it. 

“When I break down the 
most important places in a 
house, one needs to have a 
bathroom, a place to cook, a 
place to sit comfortably and a 
place to sleep,” Louche said. 
“A tiny house layout can be 
any number of configura-
tions with a kitchen, bath-
room, laundry, common sit-
ting area and, most often, a 
loft that houses a mattress.”

Louche also said it’s im-
portant to establish whether 
your tiny home is going to 
be on- or off-grid for power; 
decide whether to use sewer 
hookups or house a compost-
ing toilet; and determine a 
water supply source before 

construction begins. 
“While the allocation of 

space in a tiny home is im-
portant, it’s the inner-work-
ings of a house that truly 
make it a functional home,” 
Louche said.

Bringing the outside 
indoors

Creating a tiny home en-
vironment that encourages 
outdoor living also increases 
a house’s livable space, Ker-
nohan said. 

“Our tiny home has a 
large overhang, so we can sit 
a spell on the porch,” he said. 
“While we’re comfortable in-
side, gatherings can just spill 
outside into the yard with 
our chickens.”

TINY HOMES FROM | 18
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PETS

Experience not necessary
if you’re willing to learn.

meow@tailshigh.org

A Cat Rescue and Adoption Organization
www.tailshigh.org
www.facebook.com/tailshigh

703-819-5240

Kitten season 2019 has started!
  Cat and Kitten Foster Parents Needed!

            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7

           A R E  YO U  P R E PA R E D  F O R  A N  E M E R G E N C Y ?

• No Emergency Fee
• Open 24/7
•  Appointments from 8 am to 

10 pm seven days a week.
•  There is no charge for first 

wellness examination with  
your pet.*

*Extra fees may apply for vaccinations, 
lab tests and medications.

703-256-8414

571-438-2323  
Apply online at 

www.PassionatelyPets.com/About/Employment.php

NOW 
HIRING 

Dog 
Walkers

Happiness starts here.

All of this hinges on par-
ticipants being responsible 
dog owners. They must help 
to properly maintain the 
park and its surrounding 
area, adhere to park rules 
and regulations, pay full 
attention to their dog to en-
sure good behavior and im-
mediately correct or remove 
dogs that are exhibiting bad 
behavior. 
 By all accounts, the 
Chevy Chase dog park goers 
have been responsible, they 
just can’t seem to keep their 
dogs from happily bark-
ing during play. It will be 
interesting to see how the 
Sept. 9 hearing plays out.  
In the meantime, let this be 
a helpful reminder to Alex-
andrians to please be con-

siderate and attentive when 
at the dog park. We sure are 
fortunate we live in such a 
dog-centric town.

 

The writer co-owns Frolick 
Dogs, an indoor dog gym 

in Alexandria, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam.

PETS FROM | 17

FILE PHOTO
One of the cons of dog parks is poor owner management of dogs, 
which can result in bad behavior. 

takeover, according to the Al-
exandria Times. 

After Torpedo Factory lead-
ership asked the city for a rent 
rebate of $137,500 in 2014, city 
officials asked a consulting 
firm to review the structure of 
the organization. 

In early 2016, the Cultural 
Planning Group’s report rec-
ommended an overhaul that 
would create an independent 
board of directors for the 
art center. The board would 
be headquartered in a city-
owned building. 

In October of 2016, the art 
center fell under temporary 
city control. In November of 
2018, city council voted unan-
imously at a public hearing to 
give the city permanent con-
trol of the building. 

Johnson said the city’s 
commitment to keeping the 
Art Center open and designat-
ed to artists was a big deal. 

“The city’s kind of grown 
up around it and with it,” he 
said “It’s definitely a staple.”

Alyssa Ross, marketing 
and communications manag-
er of the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, said the art center re-
vitalized Old Town. 

“This, in 1974, was the not 
safe part of town and it defi-
nitely brought in a lot of new 
businesses and revitalized this 
part of the city,” Ross said. 
“And as we get into today, it is 
one of the cultural centers of 
the region.” 

For the 100th anniversa-
ry of the 1919 administrative 
offices’ opening, and the 45th 
anniversary of the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center’s opening, 
the art center will host various 

events throughout the fall.
One is a micro-documen-

tary profile, headed by story-
teller Nora Kubach, and pro-
duced by Anthony Istrico, a 
local film editor and producer, 
and his team for the 100th an-
niversary celebration.

The Istrico Production 
team is still in the pre-produc-
tion phase but Istrico said the 
art center is a beautiful exam-
ple of a facility that once was 
used to make weapons of war 
but now produces art for the 
community. 

“This is a facility that’s 
been around for [45] years and 
Alexandria’s changed a lot in 
those [45] years,” Istrico said. 

Istrico said that in making 
the documentary, he’s excited 
to learn about the artists and 
the public love for the Torpedo 
Factory, and what makes that 
bond so strong. 

“There’s something about 
going into a factory, again 
where they made bombs  … 
to see it come alive with art, 
that’s a beautiful expression 
to me.” 

–hhimes@alextimes.com

CENTENNIAL  FROM | 11
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CALENDAR

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

This love bug is a ball 
of fur and warmth 

who can’t wait to meet 
his forever family!

SEPTEMBER 5

JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS In 
preparation for the Jane Austen Ball on 
Sept. 21, learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert dance 
instructors. Those not familiar with this 
style of dancing should complete at 
least one full class to become accus-
tomed to the figures and language for 
the ball. The three-class series is $30; a 
single class is $12. Classes also occur 
on Sept. 12 and 19. 
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION 
ABOUT RACISM The Alexandria Ba-
ha'i Community is sponsoring a series 
of talks about racism titled “Meaning-
ful Conversation about Racism and 
What to Do About It” at the Alexandria 
Black History Museum. This is the first 
discussion in a four-part series. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St. 
Information: alexandriavabahais@
gmail.com

NINETH ANNUAL FAIR TRADE 
RUG EVENT Ten Thousand Villages 
hosts this event once a year to bring 
high-quality, fairly traded hand-knotted 
rugs to the community. All rugs, ranging 
in sizes from 2'x3's to 10'x14's, are 
made by fairly paid adults. The event 
lasts from Sept. 5 to 8. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 
Location: 915 King St. 
Information: www.tenthousandvil-
lages.com

FRIENDS OF GUEST HOUSE 
45TH ANNIVERSARY BBQ & 
BINGO Friends of Guest House is 
turning 45. To celebrate 45 years of 
helping thousands of women suc-
cessfully reenter the community from 
incarceration – and the opening of a 
new location – enjoy some barbeque 
and bingo. 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: 120 S. Payne St. 
Information: marisa@friendsof-
guesthouse.org

SEPTEMBER 6

“HIGH NOTE” ART EXHBIT Expe-
rience the Del Ray Artisans Gallery’s 
“High Note,” an art exhibit exploring 
the connection between music and 
the mind. Music can unleash powerful 
memories, transporting us in space 
and time. Meet the artists and juror 
Britt Conley and enjoy live music at 
the opening reception. This exhibit 
lasts from Sept. 6 to 29. 
Time: Opening reception, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.org

MIRROR MIRROR FREE PER-
FORMANCE The best way to expe-
rience Mirror Mirror and its interactive 
lights is with a live outdoor performance 
series. Mark your calendar for original 
commissioned performances by Orange 
Grove Dance on Sept. 6, 7, 13 and 14. 
Bring a chair or blanket, but please 

leave pets at home. Inspired by the 
Fresnel lens at historic Jones Point Light-
house, Mirror Mirror beckons visitors 
with brilliant hues. When the sun is low, 
it responds to sound with illuminated 
color. The City of Alexandria commis-
sioned these free public performances 
to be inspired by and in conversation 
with the installation.  
Time: 8 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St. 
Information: alexandriava.gov/
publicart

SEPTEMBER 7

AFRICA FEST The City of Alexandria 
will transform Patrick Henry Recre-
ation Center for a free community-
wide celebration of Africa through 
dance, music, food, crafts and 
culture. Traditional African attire is 
encouraged. With Nigerian-American 
singer-songwriter Janeliasoul as the 
mistress of ceremonies, attendees 
can partake in a traditional Ethiopian 
coffee ceremony, watch a parade of 
nations led by Ni Dembaya West Afri-
can Drum and Dance Company and 
enjoy a performance from Janeliasoul 
herself. 
Time: Noon 
Location: Patrick Henry Recreation 
Center, 4643 Taney Ave. 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

SEPTEMBER 8

“DOWNTON ABBEY” AT 
LEE-FENDALL HOUSE TOUR 
Explore the surprising connections 
between people and places of the 
world of “Downton Abbey” and those of 
the Lee-Fendall House through special 
“Downton Abbey” themed tours of the 
museum this fall. The current owner of 
Highclere Castle – the real-world castle 
where the popular television program 
“Downton Abbey” is filmed – is a direct 
descendant of the original owner of the 
Lee-Fendall House. Find out which of 
your favorite characters are based on 
members of the Fendall family. Free for 
members.  
Time: 2 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

SEPTEMBER 12

MARIAN VAN LANDINGHAM 
STUDIO DEDICATION In honor of 
the Torpedo Factory’s 45th anniversa-
ry as an art space, the Torpedo Fac-
tory Artists’ Association is dedicating 
studio 311 to TFAA founder Marian 
Van Landingham. The solo show will 
highlight Van Landingham’s work and 
its evolution over the past 45 years.  
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 
N. Union St., studio 311 
Information: Carol Talkov, carol-
talkov@cox.net

SEPTEMBER 13

FRIDAY AFTER WORK CON-
CERT SERIES Co-sponsored by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria and the 
Folklore Society of Greater Wash-
ington, attend monthly Friday-night 
concerts on the second Friday of 
the month. The September concert 
features fiddler and folksinger Em-

erald Rae. There is a $15 suggested 
donation for the musicians. No ticket 
required. Beer and wine for sale, light 
refreshments available as well.  
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 220 N. Washington St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

SEPTEMBER 14

LEE-FENDALL HOUSE SPEAK-
EASY NIGHT The Lee-Fendall 
House’s Sips & Secrets: A Speakeasy 
Night event returns for a fourth year. 
This much anticipated fundraiser 
celebrates the house’s Prohibition-era 
history, when it was home to Alexan-
dria’s liquor wholesalers.  All proceeds 
will support the museum’s mission to 
explore Alexandria’s shared history and 
promote its relevance in today’s society. 
Attendees can dance the night away to 
jazz and ragtime music and brush up 
on their skills to enter a dance contest. 
Drinks from the 1920s era will be 
served. General admission tickets are 
$60 and include heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
dessert and two drink tickets for cock-
tails, wine or beer.  
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

SAFE SPACE NOVA FUNDRAIS-
ER BRUNCH Safe Space NOVA, a 
nonprofit organization which services 
the Northern Virginia area, is hosting 
its first brunch fundraiser. Safe Space 
NOVA wants to educate the community 
on the issues LGBT+ youth face, tell the 
story of why and how the organization 
exists and ask for support to continue 
programming. Safe Space NOVA was 
founded in 2016 with the goal of 
inviting LGBT+ youth across Northern 
Virginia to participate in social activities 
that are inviting, fun and safe. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Garden, 5380 Eisen-
hower Ave. Suite C 
Information: safespacenova.org

WATER DISCOVERY DAY The City 
of Alexandria, AlexRenew and Virginia 
American Water will host the city’s third 
annual Water Discovery Day. The free, 
family-friendly event will include a num-
ber of exhibitors and will feature food, 
family-friendly activities, giveaways and 
educational games to inspire a deeper 
understanding of water, our world’s 
most precious resource. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: Four Mile Run Park, 3700 
Commonwealth Ave. 
Information: waterdiscovery-
day2019.eventbrite.com/

CELEBRATE LIKE IT’S 1776 
Brandywine Living invites the commu-
nity to celebrate like it’s 1776. This 
free family friendly event is hosted in 
honor of National Assisted Living Week 
2019, “A Spark of Creativity.” Activities 
include a cherry dessert contest, fun 
education with George and Martha 
Washington, live entertainment, rev-
olutionary crafts and a photo booth. At-
tendees may submit their own dessert 
to the cherry bake-off or be a taste 
tester and vote for their favorites. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: 5550 Cardinal Place 
Information: alex-celebrate-1776.
eventbrite.com/



22 | SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor: 
As a parent of sixth and eighth grade chil-

dren who attend George Washington Middle 
School, seeing Alexandria’s recent SOL scores 
brings me great stress and sadness. 

My children are usually among the first 
students to finish their SOLs and they ace the 
tests, sometimes getting perfect scores. How-
ever, at GW and largely across ACPS, my chil-
dren don’t matter. 

Instead of providing a challenging cur-
riculum for my children and others – wheth-
er they are Caucasian, Latino or any other 
ethnicity – that excel academically, GW and 
ACPS continue to focus money and time on 
those students that can’t pass the SOLs. 

With the exception of math, which ac-
celerated students are taught a whole grade 
level ahead in ACPS, all other middle school 
subjects are taught at only the basic level re-
quired to pass the SOLs, even if a child is des-
ignated as Talented and Gifted. 

Lyles Crouch Traditional Academy, a K-5 
school, has an exceptional Gifted and Tal-
ented Program, where my fifth grader was 
reading and studying in more depth the same 
book at the exact time as my TAG seventh 
grader at George Washington Middle School. 

My daughter wrote more papers in 5th grade 
at LCTA than in 6th and 7th grades combined 
at GWMS. The principal at Lyles Crouch, Dr. 
Patricia Zissios, realizes that children who ex-
cel academically matter just as much as stu-
dents who can’t pass the SOL. 

If ACPS continues to focus solely on those 
students who cannot pass an SOL while ne-
glecting high-performing students, parents 
will continue to pull their kids from ACPS and 
put them in private schools. Then, the pool 
of test takers will dwindle and be more con-
centrated with students who cannot pass the 
SOL. 

ACPS should stop discriminating against 
the highest-performing children of all races 
and backgrounds. And if you counter that 
separate classes for TAG students at GW 
would be made up of all white children from 
financially stable families, then you too, are 
discriminating. African American children, 
Hispanic children, Asian children and yes, 
children from low-income families, are intel-
ligent and deserve to be pushed to their full-
est potential – as ACPS’ mission statement 
used to say. 

-Molly Kaiman,
Alexandria

Start challenging high- 
achieving kids in ACPS

There’s something magical about the first day of school.
From a kindergartener with her new backpack ready to em-

bark on her educational career, to a senior with his coffee mug 
awaiting his carpool ride, the start of the school year signifies 
new beginnings, new opportunities and new challenges.

Yes, we lament the end of summer and the freedom afford-
ed by hot, lazy days.

But there’s nothing quite like getting ready for the first day 
of school, usually in new clothes, the donning of which is of-
ten followed by a first-day photo. With sharpened pencils and 
fresh, unused binders and notebooks, students embark on the 
first day with excitement reminiscent of Christmas morning 
or a birthday celebration.

Like all magical moments, the elation generated by the first 
day of school is short-lived. Holiday and birthday presents, 
even if wanted and appreciated, are less exciting once opened. 
When classes start and homework is assigned, the exhilaration 
of a new beginning becomes a reality of daily assignments.

Whether or not students realize it, it’s when the new school 
year transitions from being an idea to a routine that the real 
magic happens. The student who grew two inches during the 
summer finds that she’s a better volleyball player. The student 
who took his summer reading seriously finds himself perform-
ing better academically. Being with friends in a safe, struc-
tured environment enables emotional growth.

Of course, every student faces challenges, and some Alex-
andria children must deal with almost unthinkable circum-
stances.  The start of a new school year is perhaps most im-
portant for these students, as school can be a refuge from their 
home lives. And learning can be more challenging for students 
who hail from one of the 114 countries represented in Alexan-
dria City Public Schools and who may speak one or more of 119 
languages.

We have two primary observations as this school year gets 
underway. First, we think Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. and 
the Alexandria School Board are correct to pursue a multi-
ple pathways approach to learning and careers for ACPS stu-
dents. Including vocational pathways alongside pre-college 
courses is wise.

A corollary to that though is that ACPS’ performance rel-
ative to the rest of the state on standardized tests, particu-
larly the Standards of Learning, is likely to continue to lag. If 
measurements can be created that objectively evaluate per-
formance in alternative pathways, city residents might have 
fewer complaints about SOL scores.

Second, the letter to the right of this editorial, with which 
some readers may take exception but which took courage 
to write, is correct in warning that high-achieving students 
shouldn’t be ignored.

It’s certainly one of the conundrums of education that 
while we want all students to reach their full potential, that 
goal is more elusive in a district with many students at either 
end of the academic performance spectrum. This letter is a 
reminder that in allocating energy and resources, high-per-
forming students shouldn’t be shortchanged.

Back to school, and 
back to work
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

The magic of Alexandria is that 
we’re the home of George Washing-
ton, Civil War and Civil Rights his-
tory, while we’re also the home of 
the Patent & Trademark Office and 
the National Science Foundation. 
We treasure our heritage and work 
diligently to preserve and protect 
our historic icons and distinctive 
character, but Alexan-
dria also seeks ways to 
be on the cutting edge 
and welcome innovation. 

The fact that we care-
fully preserve our mo-
mentous past yet also 
have residents – and a 
workforce – constantly 
pushing to expand our 
imagination and hori-
zons is precisely why 
Virginia Tech selected Alexandria 
for its world-class Innovation Cam-
pus, and Amazon selected Arling-
ton’s and Alexandria’s Potomac 
Landing over all the other leading 
communities throughout the Unit-
ed States. 

This has been a particularly dy-
namic year for Alexandria’s blend of 
history and reimagination. The city 
has begun to focus on its historic 
waterfront rather than having it to 
our backs and out of sight. We also 
have the youngest and most diverse 
city council in our history. 

It’s now the time of year when 
we wrap up summer vacations and, 
with re-charged batteries, re-en-
gage in our work and civic involve-
ment. It’s a time when we draw on 
our imagination and experience to 
bring new ideas and energy to our 
community.

A distinctive upcoming event 
looks to offer an ideal setting for 
participants to continue their learn-
ing and growing, and to continue to 
envision what can make Alexandria 
even more special. This program is 
called TEDx OronocoBayPark, and 
its theme is (re)IMAGINE.

You’ve likely heard of TED Talks 

and seen clips of some fascinating 
short presentations on a wide array 
of attention-catching topics. TED 
stands for Technology, Entertain-
ment and Design and was begun in 
1984 with a global platform to hold 
two annual conferences. The pur-
pose was to make ideas accessible, 
spark conversation and enhance 

connection and commu-
nity.

TEDx is the com-
munity version of TED.  
Where TED is global, 
TEDx is local, but with 
the same mission of 
“ideas worth spread-
ing,” and still held to 
TED’s rigorous quality 
standards.  

The TEDx to be held 
in Alexandria on Oct. 5 provides 
the opportunity for locals to ex-
plore ideas, challenge convention 
and keep re-imagining and ener-
gizing Alexandria. The intent is to 
inspire our community’s best and 
brightest and further our stature as 
a dynamic community where peo-
ple can live, work and grow. 

The half-day event will include 
10 thought leaders on a variety of 
topics that include “The Power of 
Non-verbal Communication,” “We 
Need Heroes Again,” “Contempo-
rary Masculinity: An Imaginary 
Crisis and a Failure of Imagination” 
and “Redefining the Concept of In-
telligence.” Alexandria City Coun-
cilor John Chapman will be speak-
ing on #BlackHistoryMatters.

Details of the event are at tedx-
oronocobaypark.com. Like all TED 
programs, it’s certain to sell out.

This event is another example of 
our city that’s so rich in history – 
yet the setting for dynamic reimag-
ination.

The writer is executive director 
of Alexandria’s Small Business 

Development Center. The SBDC can be 
reached at www.alexandriasbdc.org.

Rich in history, yet poised 
for reimagining

BILL REAGAN

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

To the editor:
If we are going to discuss gun vi-

olence and mental illness, we must 
start with the fact that mass shoot-
ings are rare: They accounted for 
less than one-fifth of one percent 
of the homicides in this country be-
tween 2000 and 2016. Gun deaths 
on the other hand happen every 
day, most of them suicides. In 2017, 
we had the highest number of gun 
deaths since 1968 at 39,773 deaths. 
Two-thirds of them were suicides.

Every time there is a mass shoot-
ing, too many people blame it on 
mental illness. No one who is sane 
would do such a thing, they say, so 
the perpetrator must be mental-
ly ill. Mental illness is not a vague 
term, but rather a whole group of 
brain-related health conditions 
that can be diagnosed and treated. 
People with a mental illness are far 
more likely to be victims of crime 
than they are to commit crimes; 
they account for about 4 percent of 
violent crime in the United States. 

In a study of 63 active shooters 
and how they behaved before the 
shooting, the FBI concluded that 16 
had a confirmed diagnosis of men-
tal illness. Those doing the study 
noted that statements that all ac-
tive shooters have a mental illness 
“are misleading and unhelpful.”

So, who are these mass shoot-
ers? Data tells us they have varied  
backgrounds, are mostly male and 
often have a strong sense of injus-
tice. They feel they have been treat-
ed unfairly by society and that no 
one cares. They may have problems 
with authority and openly admire 
mass shooters. They may be seek-
ing revenge and are stressed by a 
variety of factors including financ-
es, jobs, relationships, the abuse of 
drugs and alcohol, sexual distress 
or the stress of caregiving. 

They probably believe that vi-
olent action is an answer to their 
problems, have a target in mind, 
access to the weapons they need 
and no moral or ethical constraints. 
They may spend time on the inter-

net talking about their grievances, 
searching out groups of like-mind-
ed individuals or they may be a lone 
wolf going his own way. 

Despite the descriptions of po-
tential shooters, there are no accu-
rate predictors of future violence. 
So what do those of us who care 
about mental health do both to 
protect the vulnerable and lessen 
the violence? Become advocates for 
rational solutions to the problem 
of violence and respond to this na-
tional moment of fear and unease to 
make changes.

One obvious way to lower the 
number of gun deaths is to take 
weapons away from those who are 
at risk of committing suicide or do-
ing violence. Several states have 
already passed what are known as 
red flag laws, or, more accurate-
ly, extreme risk protection orders. 
What the order does is temporarily 
take away any guns from someone 
who is deemed to be at risk to them-
selves or others. The law needs to be 
fairly written to protect a person’s 
rights, but when properly done can 
save lives without harming an indi-
vidual’s liberty. 

Another way to save lives is to 
have universal background checks 
that eliminate all loopholes. Data-
bases need to be improved with ev-
ery state cooperating by providing 
information that can not only keep 
guns out of the hands of felons but 
those with a severe mental illness 
who may be dangerous to them-
selves or others.

We must insist on better funding 
for mental health programs, partic-
ularly community-based programs. 

A MacArthur Violence Risk As-
sessment showed increased poten-
tial for violence when mental ill-
ness is accompanied by substance 
use disorder. The answer is compre-
hensive treatment both inpatient 
and outpatient, the use of medica-
tion-assisted treatment and drug 
courts to send people to treatment 

Mental illness and gun violence
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instead of jail. In some cases, 
the drug use is known but not 
the underlying mental ill-
ness. Both need to be treated. 

Mental Health First Aid 
(visit alexandriava.gov/
DCHS) and other programs 
like it need to be promoted 

so more members of the pub-
lic understand what mental 
illness is and how it can be 
helped. Families should be 
taught what warning signs 
to look for and not be afraid 
to ask that guns be removed 
from the home when some-
one is at risk of suicide or 
hurting someone else. Free 

gun locks and medicine safe-
ty boxes are now also avail-
able from the city through 
the Lock and Talk Program 
by calling 703-746-3436.

Polling indicates that 
Americans view access to 
health care is the most im-
portant current issue. That 
concern should include ac-

cess to mental health care, 
because you can’t separate 
the two. When people learn 
what mental illness is and 
that those with such illness-
es can be treated and recov-
er, they will reject fear-mon-
gering and misinformation.

-Mary Anne Weber,
Alexandria

This Week 
Alexandria is about to celebrate the Torpedo Factory’s 
100th anniversary as a building, and 45th anniversary 
as an art center. What are your thoughts about the 
Torpedo Factory?
A) I love the historic aspects.
B) The art center is one of Alexandria’s great attractions.
C) Its art and history are equally important.
D) I’m not sure.

Last Week 
Which proposal should city council approve for 
Seminary Road?
50% Road diet
30% Seminary Hill Association recommendation
13% Just repave it
6% Traffic and Parking Board recommendation
1% T&ES

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

For generations, passen-
gers have embarked on jour-
neys and have been welcomed 
home at Alexandria Union 
Station. It exemplifies the time 
when railroads were the domi-
nant means of transportation.

Built during the “Golden 
Age” of passenger travel, the 
station is the only building 
extant representing Alexan-
dria’s extensive railroad his-
tory. Alexandria Union Station 
opened on Sept. 15, 1905, serv-
ing the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway, Southern Railway 
and Richmond, Fredericksburg 
& Potomac Railroad. A freight 
station was also built on the 
east side of the tracks adjacent 
to the new passenger terminal. 

The first railroads began 
in the late 1840s, and trains 
came to be the dominant 
means for transporting peo-
ple and freight in Alexandria 
between 1851 and the 1930s. 
By 1900, the city’s pedestri-
ans and horse-drawn vehi-
cles shared roads and inter-
sections with four separate 

rail lines. Businesses moving 
freight and passengers had to 
coordinate connections be-
tween five different railroad 
terminals at North Fairfax, 
North St. Asaph, North Henry, 
South Henry and South Pat-
rick streets.

The Alexandria Union Sta-
tion is an example of the trend 
for building architecturally 
significant railroad facilities 
intended as community gate-
ways. The new terminal was 
developed because of changes 
in the railroad terminal and 
track structure in the District 
of Columbia as influenced by 
the City Beautiful movement.  
This movement sought to im-
prove the economic and social 
conditions in cities by creat-

ing beautiful civic spaces and 
buildings.

In this effort, railroad 
companies collaborated to im-
prove freight and passenger 
rail between Richmond and 
Washington. The creation of 
Alexandria Union Station was 
the continuation of efforts 
to consolidate rail traffic and 
eliminate the need for multiple 
inner-city tracks and stations.

Except for a few modifi-
cations, Alexandria Union 
Station today looks much like 
it did when it was first built. 
It is an example of the Colo-
nial-Revival style with Fed-
eral style details. The Flem-
ish-bond brick pattern is not 
found anywhere else in the 
city. Originally the roof was 

slate with a copper ridge roll. 
It was replaced with compo-
sition shingles in 1982. The 
freight depot was torn down 
in the early 1980s to accom-
modate construction for the 
Metro subway station.

In 1997, the City of Alex-
andria led a restoration which 
addressed accessibility re-
quirements and returned the 
station to its 1905 appearance 
based on period blueprints.

Interior space is the same, 
however room uses have 
changed. For example, the 
original floor plan had racially 
segregated women’s waiting 
rooms and toilet facilities. The 
radiators, and probably the 
oak settees, are original. The 
black and white floor tile and 
square bay window date from 
1929 modifications. The glass 
enclosure of the breezeway is 
an addition of the 1997 reno-
vation.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.  

All aboard at Alexandria Union Station

IMAGE/ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
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Weekly Words

24. Strong cleaners
26. Ballet legend Nureyev
29. Caps Lock neighbor
34. First name in cakes
35. Levels
37. Academic specialty
38. Manila envelope feature
39. Pay tribute to
40. Washing machine cycle
41. Patisserie employee
42. Zhivago’s love
43. Baba ghanouj ingredient
47. Rodeo ropes
48. Religious figure
49. Rooms with comfy furniture, 

often
50. Eyelid problem
52. Letter-shaped fastener
53. North African capital
54. Lavish party
55. Wombs
58. Chewy kind of bar
59. Test site
63. “Fiddler on the Roof” 

buttinsky
65. Indy letters
67. Kitchen foil maker
68. Theologian Kierkegaard
70. City planners
71. That doe’s
72. Eastern way
73. Guitar accessory
74. Welcoming
75. Till

78. Group of gnats
79. Paramecium propellers
80. Tanker
83. Fashion model Wek
84. Rams and bucks
86. Rugged rock
89. Really funny person
90. A major one has no sharps 

or flats
91. Tick off
93. Kamala Harris or Pete 

Buttigieg
96. Oxygen users
97. Part of a heartbeat
99. Extinguished, as hopes
101. Was inactive
102. Feel remorse for
103. Thickening agent
104. Playwright Neil
105. Tired
106. Nouveau ___
111. Stately trees
112. Antioxidant berry
113. Huff and puff
116. Narc’s unit
117. Flat-bottomed boat
119. ___ gratia artis (MGM motto)
120. Originally named
121. Space invaders, for short
123. Former Vice President 

Quayle
124. Barbie’s beau

SOUND CASTING DECISIONS by Gary Larson, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Actress Hayworth
5. Genesis singer Collins
9. Door parts
14. Full of chutzpah
19. Shrinking Asian sea
20. Like many 19th-century coins, 
today
21. Common typeface
22. Sporty Chevy
23. “Some Like It Hot” actor’s 
used car salesperson character?
25. “Chicago” actor’s mechanic 
character?
27. Doesn’t go
28. Tiny criticism
30. Words to Brutus
31. “Othello” plotter
32. Swae ___ (rapper featured on 
“Sunflower”)
33. Savage
36. Like some rivers
38. “Batman Begins” actor’s 
criminal defense lawyer 
character?
43. Went like the dickens
44. Pork cut
45. Old PC monitor
46. Naturally carbonated brew
48. Driver’s licenses, e.g.
51. One of the original 
Mouseketeers
54. “Charlie’s Angels” actress’ 

plumber character?
56. Shipwreck signal
57. Rob
60. Wrapped garment
61. Theater award
62. Victimize
64. “Nuts!”
66. Somehow
69. “Cleopatra” actress’ garment-
maker character?
73. Has faith in
76. Bog fuel
77. Shortening brand
81. Datebook abbr.
82. Linguist Chomsky
85. ‘70s tennis star Tanner
87. Fun-sounding game console
88. “Dr. Strangelove” actor’s 
sommelier character?
92. “The Odd Couple” co-star
94. Peace activist Yoko
95. Nazareth native
96. Sharp-tack connector
98. Toledo’s lake
99. O.R. workers
100. “Frasier” actor’s editor 
character?
104. Geological layers
107. Chicago tower, formerly
108. Swelled head
109. Tennessee’s state flower
110. Vault
114. Youngster

115. Gets ready to travel
118. “The Quiet American” actor’s 
sugar farmer character?
122. “10” actress’ oil tycoon 
character?
125. Survey choice
126. “Olympia” painter
127. Zip
128. Balm ingredient
129. Requires
130. Safari destinations?
131. Dispatched
132. Kind of hall or square

DOWN
1. Rule opposed by Gandhi
2. Roth and SEP plans
3. Savoir faire
4. Like some batteries
5. Car radio button
6. Western omelet meat
7. Jail cell part
8. Soft on punishment
9. Cookie container
10. Vincent’s agent in “Entourage”
11. Squeakers
12. Thai money
13. Thin strip
14. Brief letters?
15. Government in power
16. Starting players
17. Rocket section
18. New Testament king

HERBERT BROOKS (70), of Alexandria, Aug. 28, 2019
ELIZABETH F. BROWN (61), formerly of Alexandria, 
Aug. 27, 2019
JOSEPH GALLO (84), of Alexandria, Aug. 20, 2019
JOHN S. GRUBB JR. (82), formerly of Alexandria, 
Aug. 27, 2019
ERIN HUNTER (39), of Alexandria, Aug. 25, 2019
DANIEL KRUK (76), of Alexandria, Aug. 27, 2019
LAMONT ORNDORFF (69), formerly of Alexandria, 
Aug. 29, 2019
MARY SHERIDAN (97), of Alexandria, Aug. 29, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP-
MENT AND TRUCKS AUC-
TION. Weds., Sept. 11 from 9 
am to 3 pm. Large selection 
of equipment!  Bid live at 
3600 Deepwater Terminal 
Road, Richmond, VA or online 
at www.motleys.com/indus-
trial. Now accepting consign-
ments! Motleys Industrial. 
1-877-MOTLEYS. (VA16)

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

BANK ORDERED AUCTION- 
Handyman Equipment, Tools 
& Trucks Inspections and 
Bids open 9/5 @1 Bids close 
9/12 @ 1PM Auction Online 
www.Dudleyauctions.com  
VAAF#1060

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Avia-
tion training. Financial aid for 
qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204-4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

NEED CDL DRIVERS?   
Advertise your JOB OPEN-
INGS statewide or in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
truck drivers. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Playopolis LLC

Scramble

5412 Eisenhower Ave

Alexandria 

22304-4820

Wine and Beer On Premises

Laurence Smallman Managing Member

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Lee Roy Steele
Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann  
Sanders Steele
Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

In Memoriam

Subscribe to Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get your news delivered 
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 | 27 

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$150.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

SERVICES
CERTIFIED CAREGIVER. 
Seeking private duty work 
caring for the Elderly/peo-
ple with disabilities, Own 
transportation, Excellent 
References, Excellent Cook, 
Will run errands, light house-
keeping.  Live in/hourly. Call 
Naana-630-200-9592.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on WEDNESDAY, September 
18, 2019 beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction at 

2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 2501, 
3701 Potomac
Avenue, 3251 Potomac Avenue 
[Parcel ID 016.04-01-01], 700 
Carpenter Road,
1702 and 1880 Potomac Greens 
Drive)
Applicant: City of Alexandria and 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority
(WMATA)

BAR #2019-00308 OHAD
Request for demolition at 1001 
South Royal Street
Applicant: Catholic Diocese of 
Arlington 

BAR #2019-00309 OHAD
Request for alterations and a 
waiver of fence height requirement 

at 1001 South Royal Street
Applicant: Catholic Diocese of 
Arlington 

BAR #2019-00338 OHAD
Request for alterations at 515 
North Columbus Street
Applicant: Susan Taylor

BAR #2019-00344 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 721 South Lee Street
Applicants: Brandon & Maura 
Ross

BAR #2019-00345 OHAD
Request for addition, alterations 
and rooftop HVAC screening 
waiver at 721 South Lee Street
Applicants: Brandon & Maura 
Ross

BAR #2019-00364 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 514 Prince Street
Applicants: Bill & Cathleen Phelps

BAR #2019-00365 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 514 Prince Street
Applicants: Bill & Cathleen Phelps

BAR #2019-00366 PG
Request for new construction at 
607 North Alfred Street
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah
BAR #2019-00368 PG
Request for new construction at 
609 North Alfred Street
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

BAR #2019-00369 (Regulated 
100-year-old building)
Request for alterations and a waiv-
er of the front yard fence height 
requirement at 114
North Payne Street
Applicants: Kathleen & Joseph 
Kenny

Amend Small Cell Policy 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at 703.746.3833 www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets. 

Classifieds

 

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VA

Notice of Public Hearing on Housing and 
Community Development Activity

The City of Alexandria will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
September 23, 2019 for the purpose of obtaining public comments 
on the draft Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 
Report (CAPER) Citizen Summary for the recently completed 
City Fiscal Year (FY) 2019. The public hearing will be held in City 
Hall, Room 2000, located at 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia, 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. The City will also accept written comments 
on these items beginning Monday, September 9 through Tuesday, 
September 24 at 5 p.m. 

The CAPER describes progress made in carrying out the City’s 
approved Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action Plan during the 
recently completed fiscal year and assesses annual performance in 
relation to the priorities and goals established in that document. 
The CAPER identifies federal, state and local resources used, hous-
ing activities undertaken, and types and numbers of households 
assisted during the one-year period. 

Persons wishing to comment on the draft CAPER Citizen Sum-
mary may do so in writing and/or by providing testimony at the 
public hearing to be held on Monday, September 23. Staff from the 
City’s Office of Housing will attend the public hearing to receive 
public comments. 

The draft CAPER Citizen Summary will be available on the City’s 
Web site at alexandriava.gov/Housing or may be reviewed or 
picked up at the Office of Housing, Suite 215, 421 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
beginning Monday, September 9. Copies will also be available for 
review at the following City libraries: 

BEATLEY CENTRAL LIBRARY: 5005 Duke Street, Alexandria 
BARRETT BRANCH LIBRARY: 717 Queen Street, Alexandria 
BURKE BRANCH LIBRARY: 701 Seminary Road, Alexandria 
DUNCAN BRANCH LIBRARY: 2501 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Alexandria 
Written comments may be sent or delivered to the Office of Hous-
ing or emailed to kimberly.cadena@alexandriava.gov. Written 
comments will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, September 24, 
2019. Comments received during this time will, as appropriate, be 
addressed in the final CAPER. 

For further information or request for reasonable accommoda-
tions, please call the Office of Housing at 703.746.4990 or TTY 
703.838.5056 for the hearing impaired.

 

CIUDAD DE ALEXANDRIA, VA

Notice of Public Hearing on Housing and Community  
Development Activity

AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA SOBRE ACTIVIDAD DE 
VIVIENDA Y DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO

 
La ciudad de Alexandria celebrará una audiencia pública el lunes 
23 de septiembre de 2019 con el propósito de obtener comentarios 
del público sobre el borrador del Resumen Ciudadano del Informe 
Anual Consolidado de Desempeño y Evaluación (CAPER, por sus 
siglas en inglés) para el año fiscal de la ciudad (AF) 2019 reciente-
mente culminado. La audiencia pública se llevará acabo a las 6:00 
p.m. en el Ayuntamiento (City Hall), Salón 2000, ubicado en 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia. La ciudad también aceptará 
comentarios escritos sobre estos asuntos a partir del lunes 9 de 
septiembre hasta el martes 24 de septiembre a las 5 p.m. 

El borrador del Resumen Ciudadano del informe CAPER estará 
disponible en el sitio web de la ciudad alexandriava.gov/Housing o 
se pueden recibirse o recogidos en la Oficina de Vivienda/Office of 
Housing, Suite 215, 421 King Street, Alexandria, VA, de 8:00 a.m. 
a 5 p.m., de lunes a viernes, a partir del lunes 9 de septiembre. Las 
copias del informe también estarán disponible para su revisión en 
las siguientes bibliotecas de la ciudad: 

BIBLIOTECA CENTRAL BEATLEY: 5005 Duke Street, Alexan-
dria BIBLIOTECA BARRETT: 717 Queen Street, Alexandria BIB-
LIOTECA BURKE: 701 Seminary Road, Alexandria BIBLIOTECA 
DUNCAN: 2501 Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria 

Los comentarios escritos pueden ser enviados o entregados en 
la Oficina de Vivienda/Office of Housing o enviados por correo 
electrónico a kimberly.cadena@alexandria.gov Los comentarios 
escritos serán aceptados hasta el martes 24 de septiembre de 2019 
hasta las 5 p.m. Los comentarios recibidos durante este tiempo se 
abordarán, según corresponda, en el informe CAPER final. 

Para más información o solicitar adaptaciones razonables, por 
favor llame a la Oficina de Vivienda al 703.746.4990 o TTY 
703.838.5056 para las personas con discapacidad auditiva. 
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Tel. 202.361.5079  //  LBishop@McEnearney.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
LaurenBishopHomes.com

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR® | Licensed in Virginia

OPEN SUNDAY 9/8, 2-4 PM
214 Wolfe Street
$1,295,000 | 4 Beds | 2 Full & 1 Half Baths 

FOR RENT
1007 Vassar Road
$6,900/month | 5 Beds | 3 Full & 2 Half Baths

OPEN SUNDAY 9/8, 2-4 PM
511 S. Lee Street
$2,290,000 | 5 Beds | 3 Full & 2 Half Baths 

Lauren Bishop 

Living,
Loving,
Listing
ALEXANDRIA




