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Seminary Road showdown approaches
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Fall weekends are made
for youth soccer tournaments,
high school sports games and
Sunday night football. But

this weekend in Alexandria, a
different kind of matchup is in
the spotlight.
At the first public hearing of the fall this Saturday,
city council will consider the
restructuring of Seminary
Road. And with major roadways and traffic involved, Alexandrians are gearing up for

a showdown.
On one side of the issue are
the 13 civic associations that
have banded together to ensure Seminary Road remains
four lanes wide – the first
time in years that so many
civic associations have joined
forces to speak out on a single
city issue.

Whitaker’s Bumblebee
birthday surprise

On the other side are the
safety, biking and pedestrian advocacy organizations –
both local and regional – that
have come out en masse to
fight for reducing Seminary
to three lanes: one eastbound,
one westbound and one center
turn lane.
Accusations have been

Yellow cars line
street for 4-year-old
cancer survivor
BY MISSY SCHROTT

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Leading up to his fourth
birthday, childhood cancer
survivor Whitaker Weinburger told his parents he
wanted “millions of people
and millions of Bumblebees.”
On Wednesday morning, his
parents made that dream
come true.
At 7 a.m., yellow cars, taxis, moving trucks and school
buses lined the streets surrounding the Weinburgers’
house so that Whitaker could
see “millions of Bumblebees”
– his favorite character from
the Transformers movies –
on his walk to school. Whita-

City council’s first
public hearing of the fall
is shaping up to be epic
in length and community
engagement, with major
items like Seminary Road
on the docket for Sept. 14.
For the four newcomers to council – Vice
Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and council-
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Stepping on the dais
Ahead of first fall
public hearing,
council newcomers reflect on eight
months in office

SEE WHITAKER

made, insults have been
hurled and voices have been
raised on both sides of the
issue throughout the contentious community engagement process. But the
excitement will come to a
climax this Saturday, when

ors Amy Jackson, Canek
Aguirre and Mo Seifeldein
– the hearing will be one
of the most significant
moments of their first
eight months on council.
Ahead of the hearing,
the Times spoke with the
four newest members of
council, as they reflected on their first eight
months in office, their expectations coming in, the
challenges they’ve faced
so far and what they’re
anticipating moving into
the fall.
SEE COUNCIL
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Whitaker Weinburger and his family walk down a street filled with
yellow cars on Wednesday morning.
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

DEL RAY

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS

$849,000

Coming Soon

Charming 2/3 bedroom, 2 bath bungalow on a spacious lot with a bonus 2 car garage with an unfinished upper
level office! Living room with vaulted ceilings, updated eat-in kitchen with granite counters, natural wood cabinetry and SS appliances. Spacious walk-out lower level features a family room with built-ins, 2nd full bath, den/guest
room and laundry room. Screened back porches on main and lower levels, fenced back yard with alley access and
endless opportunities for expanding! Steps to “The Avenue” and convenient to METRO!

Fabulous 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick and stone colonial with
attached 2 car garage built by a prominent builder in 1948
as his personal residence. Over 4,600 sq. ft. of interior space
with generous room sizes, tall ceilings, custom built-ins
and 3 fireplaces. Many recent updates including a brand
new Master bath and replacement windows throughout.
Spacious 9,315 sq. ft. lot with an irrigation system.

OLD TOWN/WASHINGTON SQ.
$799,900 - Coming Soon

ROSEMONT
$1,799,000

Gorgeous open concept Craftsman! Over 4,700 Sq ft,
a backdrop of trees and a stream! Enjoy the expansive front porch overlooking a private setting, 5
bedrooms, 4.5 baths, gourmet kitchen, family room
and a finished lower level. Over 150k in landscape,
hardscape & lighting. 2 car garage.

Wonderful 3 bedroom
(including 2 suites), 3.5 bath
home in South Old Town
with an attached garage plus
and underground parking
space! Over 2,000 sq. ft. of
living space on 4 levels with
2 relined wood burning fireplaces, hardwood floors and
crown molding throughout.
Entry level family room
with fireplace, half bath and
French doors to the patio.
Updated kitchen with pass
thru to the living room with
Juliette balconies, fireplace
and separate dining room.
Steps from shopping and
restaurants!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

FAIRLINGTON
Rental $2,500 per month

Updated townhouse in a very convenient location!
Lovely 2 bedroom, 2 bath Clarendon model with 3
finished levels and assigned parking. Hardwood floors on
the main and upper levels. Kitchen with granite counters
open to the dining room and living room. Lower level
family room with full bath and bonus room that is ideal for
guests. Freshly painted and move-in ready!

Weichert

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
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City extends e-scooter pilot to end of year
City staff has extended
the e-scooter pilot program
until the end of the year, according to an Aug. 23 staff
memo.
City council first approved the e-scooter pilot
program in November 2018,
allowing companies to apply
for permits and, if approved,
bring fleets of up to 200 rentable dockless scooters to Alexandria. In order to deploy
scooters, a company must
pay a $5,000 permit fee and
sign a memorandum of un-

derstanding dictating certain rules and behaviors.
The same MOU includes
language that permits staff
to extend the pilot program,
in order to analyze data, collect community input and
craft a recommendation for
city council. City staff decided to extend the pilot until
the end of 2019 in order to
leave time for any necessary
changes that have to be made
based on the results of city
council’s vote in November.
“We just extended it for

three months because if we
made a recommendation to
do something after November, we would need the time
after city council makes that
approval to implement whatever that is,” Hillary Orr,
deputy director of the Department of Transportation
and Environmental Services,
said.
According to Orr, T&ES
will be collecting and analyzing data from the pilot in
September. In October, staff
will release a draft recom-

mendation and collect community input before bringing a final recommendation
– either to move forward
with e-scooters in some way
or cancel the program – to
council in November.
“We’re putting out a
draft, but, based on what we
hear from the community,
that might get modified before it goes to council for a
final recommendation,” Orr
said.
A July 23 staff memo also
cited the potential for a phase

two pilot, which could potentially be part of city staff’s
recommendation to council.
A phase two pilot would extend into 2020 and provide
staff with additional time
to change the pilot and test
those changes before implementing or refusing to move
forward with a permanent
e-scooter program, Christine
Mayeur, T&ES’ Complete
Streets program manager,
told the Times in August.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Metro stations reopen on time
After a three-month-long
shutdown of all Metro stations south of Reagan National Airport, the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority reopened the stations on Monday, as promised.
The six blue and yellow
line stations that were shut
down, including the King
Street, Braddock Road, Eisenhower Avenue and Van Dorn
Street stations in Alexandria, were revamped as part
of WMATA’s three-year platform improvement project to
repair and reconstruct platforms at 20 outdoor stations
throughout the DMV region,

according to WMATA.
Some of the travel alternatives that were made available to travelers during the
summer shutdown will remain available, according to
WMATA. DASH will offer its
$1 promotional fare through
Dec. 31 for riders using its
mobile app, while the Potomac Riverboat Company will
continue to operate with extended morning hours.
To celebrate the reopening, various Alexandria businesses and attractions are
offering special deals to Metro riders. Patrons who show
their Metro SmartTrip card
at these various locations can

receive boutique discounts,
extended happy hours, free
tours and more. Most deals
will be offered through Sept.
15.
Deals include a free Key
to the City museum pass,
extended happy hours at
Theismann’s, Lena’s and
Mason Social, 20 percent off
at Nicecream, 25 percent off
the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra’s opening performance, discounts at the The
Dog Park, Bloomers and The
Art League Gallery and more.
Find all special offers at www.
visitalexandriava.com/metro.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

FALL2019
SEPT
12-15

Old Town Boutique District’s
Shop & Stroll

SEPT
21-22

17th Annual King Street
Art Festival

SEPT
28

78th Annual Historic
Alexandria Homes Tour

SEPT
28

“Downton Abbey” Movie Release
Party at Lee-Fendall House

OCT
5

24th Annual Art on the Avenue

OCT
12

Portside in Old Town Fall Festival

NOV
9

George Washington Whiskey
Festival at Mount Vernon

For more fall events and activities, check out:

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Fall
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Metro station updates include energy-efficient LED lights, slip-resistant tiles and new passenger information displays.

#VisitALX |
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A Few Good Men

WEEKLY BRIEFING
9/7-9/28

This riveting courtroom drama
tells the story of military lawyers
at a court-martial who uncover a
high-level conspiracy in the course
of defending their clients, two
U.S. Marines accused of murder.
Based on events that took place at
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in July
1986, the play investigates both the
nature of our military mentality and
the Marine code Buy tickets early at our
of honor.
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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Torpedo Factory to dedicate space to
founder Marian Van Landingham
To celebrate 45 years as
an arts center, the Torpedo
Factory Artists’ Association
is dedicating studio 311 to
Marian Van Landingham, the
founder of the TFAA and first
director of the art center, on
Sept. 12.

Van Landingham proposed
the original concept for the
Torpedo Factory Art Center
in 1974 and led a small team
through the renovation process of the former munitions
factory. The Torpedo Factory
Art Center opened on Sept. 15,

1974, and Van Landingham
served as its first director.
The studio dedication includes a solo show of Van
Landingham’s
paintings
and will last from 5 to 8 p.m.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Potomack Company holds repatriation
ceremony for stolen Ukrainian painting
A 1911 Ukrainian oil painting of Ivan the Terrible that
was stolen during World War
II and thought to be destroyed
was sent back to Ukraine as
part of The Potomack Company’s repatriation ceremony on Monday, according to a
Potomack Company news release.
The painting came to the
Alexandria-based auction gallery courtesy of the Tracys, a
family looking to sell their artwork, according to the release.
Among the couples’ collection

was the “Secret Departure of
Ivan the Terrible Before the
Oprichina.”
After the painting arrived
at the Potomack Gallery, fine
arts specialist Anne Craner contacted a museum in
Ukraine, which sent her photos of the very same painting
and evidence that the painting
had been included on a list of
“artworks taken to Germany
by Hitlerites.”
The painting had been
conveyed to the Tracys with
their home, which they bought

in 1987. The Tracys were unaware of the painting’s history, according to the release.
Mrs. Tracy is a Holocaust survivor and both members of the
family agreed that the painting needed to be returned to
its proper home, according to
the release.
The Potomack Gallery arranged to return the painting
to Ukraine. The Potomack
Gallery held a repatriation
ceremony for the painting on
Monday.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the Week
is brought to you by Diann Carlson, finding
homes for pets and people, too.

Maryland man pleads guilty to murder
of 20-year-old Alexandria resident
William Layton, 32, the
Maryland man charged with
the murder of 20-year-old
Alexandria resident Diamond
Moore in December 2018,
pleaded guilty to a triple felony indictment on Sept. 5,
according to a news release
from the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney.
Layton pleaded guilty
to charges of murder in the
first degree, use of a firearm
in the commission of murder
and being a convicted felon
in possession of a firearm, according to the release.
On the morning of Dec. 7,
2018, Alexandria police offi-

cers were dispatched to the
5500 block of Holmes Run
Parkway, after hearing reports of a possible shooting,
the Times reported last year.
Police arrived at the scene
to find Moore suffering with
an injury to the upper body.
Moore died from the injury at
a local hospital.
Further investigation established that Layton came
to the scene with a relative
to confront Moore about an
“ongoing dispute,” according
to the release. Witnesses said
that when Moore retreated
from the argument, Layton
moved toward her, exchanged

words with her and then shot
her, according to the release.
Layton then fled the scene.
Layton pleaded guilty
to three felonies and will
hear sentencing on Nov. 22.
The maximum penalty for
murder in the first degree
is a life sentence and maximum fine of $100,000. The
maximum penalties for the
other two felonies – the use
of a firearm in the commission of murder and possessing a firearm as a convicted
felon – are three and five
years in prison respectively.
cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF LOW RATES
& GAIN MASSIVE
BUYING POWER
IT’S TIME TO MAKE A MOVE
5115 RAVENSWORTH RD | $1,300,000

530 N PITT ST | $1,735,000

Learn how with LizLuke Team
Getting you home

CALL | 703.868.5676
CLICK | LIZLUKE.COM

400 KING ST
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
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Those in favor of the road diet say a reduction from four to three lanes would be safer for all users.
SEMINARY
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city council will hear the various alternatives and be asked
to make a final decision.

The issue
With
Seminary
Road
scheduled for resurfacing this
fall, the Department of Transportation and Environmental

All Sapphire Jewelry
20% off in September

Sapphires and Diamonds
Beautiful Styles - Endless Possibilities

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Closed Sundays

KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street
Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.

Services has been considering
whether to also restructure
the road at the time of the repaving.
T&ES began to gather
community input for the Seminary Road Complete Streets
Project in spring 2018. In
spring 2019, the department
brought forward three concept alternatives for the 0.9mile stretch of Seminary Road
between North Quaker Lane
and North Howard Street.
After another bout of community input, T&ES presented a recommendation – which
involved narrowing lane
widths and reducing the number of lanes on a portion of
Seminary from four to three
– to the Traffic and Parking
Board on June 24.
Declining to move forward
with staff’s recommendation,
the TPB voted 3-2 to recommend that Seminary remain
four lanes, with the addition
of two HAWK pedestrian
crossing signals.
Typically, the Director of
T&ES would take the TPB’s
recommendation into consideration and then make the final call on a Complete Streets
project. Even before this project went before TPB, however,
T&ES Director Yon Lambert
announced he’d be appealing
the decision to city council.
“We knew that there were
strong feelings from the community on both sides of this
and a lot of people were involved,” Hillary Orr, deputy
director of T&ES, said. “To be

very transparent, before we
even went to the Traffic and
Parking Board, we said that
whatever
recommendation
the Traffic and Parking Board
made to the director, the city
would automatically appeal
that. We knew either way we
went there would be an appeal, so basically, we’re saving
the community from having
to go through the appeals
process.”
Throughout the community engagement process for
the project, two alternatives
have risen above the others:
maintaining four lanes, as
proposed in the TPB recommendation, or implementing
T&ES’ original “alternative
three,” also commonly referred to as a road diet.

The road diet advocates

Specifically, a road diet
would involve reducing the
0.9 mile stretch of Seminary
between North Quaker and
North Howard from four lanes
– two in each direction – to
one driving lane in each direction, a center turning lane
and a six-foot biking lane in
each direction.
Those in favor of the road
diet say a reduction from four
to three lanes would be safer
for all users.
According to the Federal Highway Administration,
benefits of road diets may include an overall crash reduction of 19 to 47 percent, reduced rear-end and left-turn
crashes, fewer lanes for pedestrians to cross and “a more
community-focused, ‘Complete Streets’ environment
that better accommodates the
needs of all road users.”
When researching the different alternatives, staff used
traffic models to investigate
the average delays at different intersections during peak
traffic hours. An additional
7.6 second delay at the intersection of Seminary and St.
Stephens roads during the
worst 15 minutes of morning
peak traffic was the greatest
projected increase from the

road diet, according to a staff
report.
The primary advocate of a
road diet appears to be the Alexandria Bicycle & Pedestrian
Advocacy Committee, a local
nonprofit volunteer organization. Other organizations that
have written city staff in favor
of alternative three include
the Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria Families for
Safe Streets, the Alexandria
Environmental Policy Commission and the Alexandria
Transportation Commission.
As the hearing approaches, various regional and national organizations have
also been soliciting support
for the road diet. Organizations that have shared a petition in support of the road
diet and requested signatures on Twitter include the
Washington Area Bicyclist
Association; Fairfax Alliance
for Better Bicycling; Coalition for Smarter Growth, a
D.C.-based advocacy group;
and Phoenix Bikes, an Arlington nonprofit bicycling
program and bike shop.
Notably, BPAC, which
originally tweeted the petition, has about 223 Twitter
followers. Meanwhile, WABA
has about 12,300 followers,
CSG has about 6,400 followers, FABB has about 2,500
followers and Phoenix Bikes
has about 1,400 followers.
In
addition,
national
e-scooter company Lime allegedly sent a message to its
area users in May urging them
to contact city council regarding the Seminary Road issue.
On May 28, resident Peter Turner sent an email to
the Clover College Park Civic Association listserv with
a screenshot of the message
from Lime, according to
emails the Times obtained
through a Freedom of Information Act request by a resident. The message reads:
“At Lime, we care deeply
about the networks and infrastructure needed to keep
SEE SEMINARY
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bicyclists, scooter riders
and pedestrians safe from
cars. Our friends at Alexandria Bicycle & Pedestrian
Advisory Committee need
your voice to make Seminary Road (east of N. Howard St.) safer for pedestrians and bicyclists. Send a
message to Mayor Wilson
and City Council in support
of bringing center left turn
lanes, pedestrian refuge
islands, and bike lanes to
Seminary Road.”
Despite the regional solicitation for the online petition, Jim Durham, chair of
the BPAC, told the Times he
would deliver only Alexandria signatures to council
prior to the vote.
The petition in favor of the
road diet had more than 1,000
signatures from Alexandrians
as of press time, according to
Carolyn Griglione, a Seminary Hill resident. Griglione
said close to two-thirds of
the signatures were a result
of face-to-face conversations
with residents.

The civic associations

Those against a road diet,
including various civic associations and central Alexandria
residents, have alleged that
BPAC’s regional support is
making the road diet appear
more popular than it actually
is.
They’ve also pointed out
that while many are using
safety to promote the road
diet, the 0.9 stretch of Seminary Road in question isn’t
necessarily unsafe.
State traffic records show
that since 2015, there have
been 22 accidents, nine of
them resulting in injury, on
Seminary Road from North
Howard Street to North Quaker Lane. In that same span of
time, the stretch of Seminary
Road from Kenmore Avenue to North Howard Street,
which is not being considered
for restructuring, had 68 accidents, 24 of them resulting in

injury.
In addition, those who live
in central Alexandria and are
against a road diet allege that
such a restructuring would
create delays and congestion, as well as increase cutthrough traffic on neighboring streets.
While the city traffic studies allegedly found that the
greatest delay would be an average of 7.6 seconds, a Michigan State University study
says otherwise.
The 2012 study, performed
by Michigan State University
and submitted to the Michigan Department of Transportation, found that “4-to-3 lane
conversions result in significant delay when average daily
traffic (ADT) exceeds 10,000
and, more importantly, when
peak hour volumes exceed
1,000.”
Seminary Road’s ADT between North Howard Street
and North Quaker Lane is
about 17,100, according to city
data from November 2018.
Like the local and regional
road diet advocates, Alexandria’s civic associations have
kicked into high gear to gain
support for their stance on the
issue as the public hearing approaches.
A petition on www.ipetitions.com in support of maintaining four lanes on Seminary Road had garnered 1,684
signatures as of press time.
Thirteen civic associations
representing more than 9,000
households have banded together to advocate for four
lanes. In addition, the Alexandria Federation of Civic
Associations, a nonprofit organization composed of leaders from various civic associations, voted in favor of four
lanes at a special meeting last
week.
The AFCA meeting took
place on Sept. 4. At the time
the meeting was held, the organization had 17 members,
according to treasurer Judy
Cooper. Eleven were present
at the meeting to form a quorum and vote.

Association, Seminary West
Civic Association, Strawberry
Hill Civic Association, Stone
Ridge Civic Association,
Wakefield Tarleton Civic Association and West Old Town
Citizens Association.
Jeff Lipsky, a representative of the Founders Park
Community Association, ab-

Of those 11, 10 civic association leaders voted to support
the TPB’s four-lane recommendation. The leaders were
representatives of Clover-College Park Civic Association,
North Ridge Citizens’ Association, Potomac Yard Civic
Association, Seminary Civic
Association, Seminary Hill

NEW LISTING

stained from voting. Lipsky,
along with Anh Tran, a representative from the Braddock
Metro Citizens’ Coalition,
said they didn’t want to take
a stance on the issue because
it fell outside of the area of
concern of their respective
SEE SEMINARY

OLD TOWN

733 South pitt Street,
Alexandria

An extensive renovation resulted in a wonderful
open-plan kitchen for this vintage Yates Gardens
residence. The large rear garden offers expansion
potential with rear access and best of all, find
deeded parking in front. Two bedrooms, two
baths, fireplace and fully finished lower level.
Excellent condition.

$759,000

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker
Weichert Old Town

R E A L T O R S

703-628-2440 mobile

®

703-549-8700 office

121 North Pitt Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-888-5114 direct
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Naomi Gonyea, McEnearney receptionist, dies at 71
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Naomi Janice Gonyea, 71,
died on Aug. 10 from cardiac
arrest. A memorial service
was held on Sept. 6 at The
Church of Saint Clement.
Gonyea, a member of the
Turtle Clan of the Seneca Nation of Indians, had worked as
the receptionist at the McEnearney Associates Old Town
office for more than 20 years.
McEnearney
Managing
Broker Dave Hawkins remembered Gonyea’s constant
presence and her attention to
little, but important, details.
“Naomi was simply wonderful. … I don’t know McEnearney without her. She
was the face of our office
because she was at the front
desk. If people knew anyone
here, they knew Naomi. She
answered the door. She answered the phone,” Hawkins

said.
“To say things like she
was loyal and dependable was
not fair. She was thoughtful
and helpful in so many ways.
There were so many little
things she would do,” he said.
“For instance, she always
kept M&Ms at the front door
– both regular and peanut.
It sounds little, but the office probably went through a
pound a day.”
“She was loved by so many
people here,” Hawkins said.
Longtime
McEnearney
real estate agent Susan Anthony remembered Gonyea’s
contributions in an email to
McEnearney employees.
“In her role, she dealt
with a multitude of personalities and issues and her
job, at times, was not an easy
one. She had a firm hand but
treated each person she encountered with the respect,

kindness and grace that our
company feels that each person deserves,” Anthony said.
“As such, the member of McEnearney and the visitor were
received by a soft-spoken individual with a kind smile.”
“In the hustle and bustle
world that we live in, Naomi
was always a calming force,”
Anthony said.
Naomi Janice Gonyea was
born Jan. 27, 1948 in Buffalo, New York. She received
an associate degree from the
Institute of American Indian
Arts in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
After a few years of working
for Pacific Bell in Los Angeles, California, she and her
family moved to Alexandria.
She joined the Church of St.
Clement and taught the class
for 3-year-olds in the church’s
school before going to work
for McEnearney.
Gonyea enjoyed bird-

COURTESY PHOTO

watching, walking, corresponding with friends and
taking road trips to visit her
mother in Irving, New York.
Gonyea is survived by her
husband of 50 years, Stephen;
her daughter, Katherine; her
mother, June Conklin of Irving, New York and her sister Louise (Don) Putzback of

Forrestville, New York. She
is predeceased by her father,
Chester Conklin.
Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Wildlife Center of Virginia, P.O. Box 1557, Waynesboro,
Virginia,
22980.
-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Discover Natural Relief
10%
OFF
YOUR PURCHASE

OF $100 OR MORE AT
THE LISTED LOCATION
ONLY. MAY NOT BE
COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER OFFERS.

Alexandria
301 S Washington St Suite B
(571) 312-4705
AlexandriaVA@truecbd4u.com

Try our Water Soluble
A proprietary blend
of the highest quality
organic hemp extract.

WHAT YOUR NEIGHBORS ARE SAYING

“Your store has changed my daughter’s life.
We cannot thank you enough for all the info
and help you have provided us. My 6 year
old has not had a seizure in almost 2 months
using your (SunMed) CBD oil…”
Tracy M, via Facebook
Our products have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration and are not intended to diagnose,
treat, cure, or prevent any disease. Consult your physician before use. For use by adults 18 years and older.
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OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

ONE-LEVEL LIVING.
ONE LEGENDARY LOCATION.

Discover spacious condominium living at ROBINSON LANDING. Designed to embrace the Old Town waterfront, residents will
enjoy private river views and access to a suite of onsite amenities such as concierge service, fitness and yoga studios, pet spa,
and private reserved garage parking. Come visit the most anticipated new neighborhood in Old Town Alexandria.

NEW CONDOMINIUMS from $1.25M to $4.995M
Open by appointment: visit EYA.com/RLwaterfront or call

703-997-2210

300 SOUTH UNION STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, finishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affiliates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area.
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affiliated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specific components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any
EYA affiliate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.
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Great expectations

All four of the city’s
newest councilors came off
the campaign trail excited
and full of expectations,
they said. And while many
of those expectations were
measured and based on advice from former and current members of council,
moving from the campaign
trail to the day-to-day realities of serving on council
was a challenge.
For some, it was a matter
of time – literally. Serving
on city council is supposedly a part-time job, but all
four of the new councilors
said they quickly realized
that was not the case.
“I think the first couple
months, particularly, were
incredibly intense,” Bennett-Parker said. “… Council is considered a part-time
job. It is not a part-time job,
and I did know that going
in. I expected it to be more

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

than a full-time job, but I
think having that expectation and then living that
day-to-day, it’s an adjustment getting used to that.”
Even before they were
sworn in, each member
of council had to attend a
dozen or so two-hour long
training sessions with staff
from different city departments. Once they were
sworn in, meetings, public
hearings and event appearances started piling up.
Time became a precious
commodity, and for councilors like Aguirre, who ran
his campaign on a platform
of access and responsiveness, that was frustrating at
first, Aguirre said.
“Of course, being new
I want to be everywhere, I
want to go to everything,
but you have to realize you
can’t do that,” Aguirre said.
“You can’t be everywhere.
You can’t be at everything.”
Aguirre has come to
terms with that reality, even

as his political position has
forced him into a spotlight
he’s not used to, he said.
“I am a ‘we’ guy. I’m like,
‘We are doing this together.’ So, one of the hardest
things during the campaign, and even now, is to
say, ‘I did this,’” Aguirre
said. “I’m the type of person
who [finds] it hard to take
credit for something. I don’t
like that, but this thrusts
you into that position.”
While he’s gotten used
to the spotlight, Aguirre
said he still has a tendency
to linger toward the back
during events.
For Jackson, certain realities of the job challenged
her expectations, she said.
“I was looking forward
to being on a team – and
I am on a team and it’s a
great team – but the team
is different than I thought
it would be in terms of actually collaborating more
on things to improve Alexandria,” Jackson said. “The

difficulty lies in the Sunshine Law where if you have
three or more of us at a sitting, that’s a public meeting. It’s difficult unless we
make it a public meeting,
but then of course we’re
tied to a calendar.”
In some ways, the essence of the job did match
the new councilors’ expectations.
“Public service is rewarding and challenging,
which is what I expected,”
Seifeldein said.

Coming together

The specifics of process
and procedure were a hurdle for council’s four newcomers. During the January
public hearing, Mayor Justin
Wilson had to remind some
councilors when and how to
put forward a motion.
The public hearings since
then have gone smoother,
not only because the four
new councilors better understand the process but

because council has gelled
as a unit over the past eight
months, Aguirre said.
“Because of how smooth
the budget went, and we
didn’t have so many controversial things on the docket, it helped us as a group to
kind of start off with that,”
Aguirre said.
The three more experienced members of council –
Wilson and councilors John
Chapman and Del Pepper
– also helped smooth the
transition. Wilson, in particular, has made a point
of emphasizing open communication between members of council, Aguirre and
Bennett-Parker said.
“I have to give kudos to
the mayor. He’s done a really great job of keeping communication open and keeping us informed of different
things that are going on,”
Aguirre said.
When the new council
SEE COUNCIL

ENRICHING
LIFE’S JOURNEY
Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern
Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C.
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped
gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team
works closely with residents, families and loved ones
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey.
We are here for those who seek independence,
combined with a secure plan for the future.
INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA
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was elected, many noted the
diversity on the dais, not
only in terms of race, gender and age, but background
and perspective. Jackson
said that diversity has been
an incredible asset.
“Because of that [diversity] everybody has their
own comfort zone in terms
of their own perspective,
but we’re all challenging
each other to think outside
each other’s comfort zones
and outside of each other’s
boxes,” Jackson said.
Of course, the four new
councilors
acknowledged
disagreements do occur on
and off the dais. There have
already been a few split votes
in the first eight months.
“Sometimes we disagree,
but we’re able to do that in
a positive, respectful manner,” Bennett-Parker said.

Finding a process

Between the informa-

SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 | 11

tion presented by staff, the
voices of constituents and
the words of other councilors, listening is a significant part of the job, Jackson
said. Learning how to sort
through all the information
and come to a conclusion is
just as important, and each
councilor has figured out
their own process.
“Totality of the circumstances or the overall weight
of the information and evidence presented is my general guidance,” Seifeldein
said. “Often, advocates and
activists focus on one factor
to make their points, which
is alright. However, I consider all factors and weigh
them accordingly. Some
factors may weigh more
than others, but no one factor is determinative.”
“It’s just looking at all
the information I’ve collected from various different sources and trying to
weigh all of that and then
also thinking through as-

“I think the first couple
months, particularly, were
incredibly intense. ... I expected it
to be more than a full-time job, but
I think having that expectation and
then living that day to day, it’s an
adjustment getting used to that.”
– Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, vice mayor

sumptions that have been
made or how the information came to us,” Bennett-Parker said.
Between the pay-byphone parking program,
a proposed halal chicken
butchery and the e-scooter
revolution coming to Alexandria, council has already
voted on a few contentious
issues. In cases like these,
Jackson said it’s important
to have a solid “sounding
board” outside of council.
“[I] have an awesome

sounding board that will
not repeat anything I say,”
Jackson said. “Honestly, I’m
very, very lucky to have the
circle of friends that I have.
… I have some really close
friends that are really intelligent. They were part of my
‘kitchen cabinet’ during my
campaign.”
Many say Alexandria is
a city that operates like a
small town. In cases, like
the proposed halal chicken
butchery or the upcoming
Seminary Road vote, com-

ing to a conclusion for a
vote and coming to terms
with what that vote means
to friends and neighbors are
two very different things,
Aguirre said.
“You can’t please everyone. It’s just not going to
be possible, so I think one
of the hardest things is being able to say ‘no’ to your
friends, being able to say
‘no’ to people that helped
you get to where you are,”
SEE COUNCIL
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ker is a preschooler at Charles
Barrett Elementary School.
Whitaker’s mom, Erin
Weinburger, said the surprise
was inspired by a neighbor
who owned a yellow car.
“There’s a car that parks
in the back alley in our
neighborhood, and it’s a
yellow Mustang,” Erin said.
“[Whitaker] always wants us

to drive that way. He always
says, ‘Will you go the Bumblebee way?’ Even if we need
to go the other way, so we’ll
just go the wrong way so that
he can see Bumblebee.”
With Whitaker’s birthday
approaching, Erin and her
husband decided to put out
a call for anyone with yellow
cars to park on their street so
that Whitaker could walk past
a whole street of Bumblebees

on the morning of his birthday. Things escalated quickly.
Facebook groups of Alexandria mothers spread the
word to their neighbors, local broadcast news stations
blasted the call to viewers, Alexandria City Public Schools commissioned
a school bus to attend and
the sheriff’s office rallied its
forces to provide crowd and
traffic control.

The morning of Whitaker’s birthday, enough yellow
cars showed up to fill multiple streets, and Whitaker was
joined by a crowd of neighbors, classmates, newscasters, police officers and even a
few Transformers in costume
on his walk to school.
Whitaker was diagnosed
with stage four high risk neuroblastoma at 13 months old.
After a trying period where
Whitaker spent countless
nights at the hospital, underwent at least 60 blood transfusions and had two stem cell
transplants, he’s been out of
the hospital for more than a
year.
“We have a brilliant medical team and we’ve been really lucky. His scans look really
good,” Erin said. “He’s doing
wonderful. He’s been home
with us and out of the hospital for over a year now. He
started preschool last week,
five days a week. So yeah, it’s
going very well.”

Erin said that with all the
media attention Whitaker’s
surprise has gotten, she’s
glad she’d been able to share
his story, especially with
September being Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month.
In addition, with a national blood shortage taking
place, Erin said she hopes
that Whitaker’s story inspires those who can to donate blood.
“[Whitaker’s] had 60
transfusions, and that’s 60
people [who] have saved his
life,” Erin said. “This is the
product of what happens
when you donate blood because he just wouldn’t be
here if it wasn’t for that.
That’s something only humans can do for one another
and it’s really important. So,
if you can, give blood.”
To learn more about donating blood, visit www.
inovablood.org or www.redcrossblood.org.
-mschrott@alextimes.com
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Aguirre said. “You still
have to have conversations
with them. You still have
to explain your viewpoint.”

OLD TOWN NORTH

Montgomery Park 901 N. Royal Street

Events include food tastings, mini wellness classes,
shopping at the Farmer’s Market and live music.

oldtownnorth.org

*RAIN DATE SEPTEMBER 26

September 19 | 4 pm–8 pm
*
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info@oldtownnorth.org • 703-836-8066
PRESENTED BY: Old Town North Community Partnership, the Old Town North Alliance
and the City of Alexandria, with generous support from American Real Estate Partners
and Canal Center, Carr Companies, Edens, Gables Old Town North, The Montgomery
Center, Trammell Crow Residential and our local small businesses, friends and neighbors.

STORE CLOSING SALE
EVERY ITEM IS ON SALE!
60% OFF ON MOST MERCHANDISE

FABRICS NOW 40% OFF - FINISH THE BOLT 1/2 OFF
BARGAIN MERCHANDISE 60% OFF TO 85% OFF
SELECT SEWING AND
EMBROIDERY MACHINES
AT LEAST

40% OFF

First steps

Early
on,
somebody
asked Aguirre, ‘What do you
want to be known for when
you’re done with council?”
The question threw him
off at first, Aguirre said.
He hadn’t even finished his
first year. But after giving
it some thought, Aguirre,
along with the three other
new members of city council, said he has plenty of
goals.
While the first eight
months have been largely defined by learning the
ropes, completing the budget process and granting
land-use permits, the four
new councilors have been
able to check off some
things on their “to do” lists.
Bennett-Parker
said
she’s excited about a program she’s working on to
provide every Alexandria

City Public Schools student
with an Alexandria library
card. She said she’s also
proud of the Butterfly Effect mural she had painted
on upper King Street.
Aguirre and Jackson said
they are proud of their respective work improving access to government services
for non-English speakers
and increasing affordable
housing options in the city.
Seifeldein said that the
work council has put into
improving Alexandria over
the past eight months has
been impressive, but that
most efforts are ongoing.
“I am proud of the work
I have done, which includes
… passing a balanced budget without raising taxes, an ambitious environmental action plan, legal
funding to guard against
family separation, funding
early childhood education
and fighting for affordable
housing,” Seifeldein said.

Fall and beyond

Council business never
really slows down, even in

KING STREET

ART
FESTIVAL

40% OFF

FABRICS 1/2 OFF if you
FINISH THE BOLT.

PATTERNS AND BOOKS

60% OFF

KING STREET IN
OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA

FREE ADMISSION
VisitAlexandriaVA.com/ArtFestival
Presented by

Return this ad and
coupon for a special
BONUS of $500,000 in
CONTEST BONUS PRIZE
DOLLARS.

Name________________________________________
Address________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code__________________________________
Coupon Expires 9/17/2019 • Limit 1 Original Coupon per person, per day.

ALL SALES FINAL DURING THE SALE PERIOD
5515 Cherokee Ave. #101
Alexandria, Va
703-451-8480
info@bonnysews.com

Store hours
Mon-Fri: 10 am-6 pm
Saturday: 10 am-4 pm
Sunday: CLOSED
Sales Terms: Cash, Visa, MC, Discover,
Debit Card, American Express

Information: (561) 746-6615

the summer when council
isn’t convening for public
hearings and legislative
meetings, the newcomers
said. Councilors spend their
long summer days at public
events and meetings for the
various boards and commissions they serve on.
Without as many night
meetings, the summer is
also a great opportunity to
catch up on long-delayed
meetings with constituents,
Aguirre said.
Now, council is back in
session, and the four new
councilors are anticipating
what is sure to be a busy fall
session, they said.
“I feel great and I’m
ready to tackle the fall session with more energy and
tougher questions,” Seifeldein said.
Starting in September,
council will vote on the
contentious Seminary Road
project, followed shortly
by the Patrick Henry swing
space issue and the e-scooter pilot program. That’s not
SEE COUNCIL
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BSS celebrates first mass
of the school year
Blessed
Sacrament
School’s kindergarten and
sixth grade buddies celebrated their first school

mass together with Fr. Kelly. This is just one of the
many milestones the buddies will share at BSS.

The Basilica School of Saint
Mary celebrates 150 years
Students and their families were welcomed back
to The Basilica School of
Saint Mary for the 150th
time this fall as the school
celebrates its sesquicen-

tennial anniversary.
With this backdrop of
long-standing
tradition
and educational excellence, the school starts the
year with a new principal,

Daniel Cinalli, at the lead.
The Basilica School of
Saint Mary looks forward
to serving the community as saints, stewards and
scholars.

COURTESY PHOTO

Grace Episcopal School gets new turf field

COURTESY PHOTO

Grace Episcopal School
students started off their
year breaking in a new turf
field, which was installed
over the summer.
After focusing fundraising efforts last year on
replacing the existing turf
field, the school was able
to purchase and install the

Browne faculty prepares for school year
Before the start of the
new school year, Browne
Academy’s faculty participated in professional development sessions.
Kim McCue, lower school
head, and Serie Haeseler,
school counselor, trained
lower school teachers in
Browne’s new preschool
through 4th grade social
emotional learning curriculum, Second Step.
Lower school faculty
also discussed their summer reading book, “In-

quiry Mindset: Nurturing
the Dreams, Wonders, and
Curiosities of Our Youngest Learners” by Trevor
MacKenzie and Rebecca
Bathurst-Hunt. The book
inspired a discussion about
the significance of the inquiry process and validating the questions and
passions of the school’s
younger students.
This year Browne is
creating a more robust
and meaningful advisory
program for 5th through

8th grades. During work
week, middle school teachers spent two days training
in Development Designs, a
middle school-centric Socia l-E mot iona l-Academic-Learning program designed to empower students
to take ownership of their
learning and behavior. In
this new advisory program,
teachers help cultivate the
empathetic and supportive
student community that
Browne holds dear as a core
value.

cushioned turf field in July,
complete with permanent
line markings.
Physical education and
recess are important parts
of everyday life at Grace and
allow children structured
and unstructured time to
run, jump, play and more.
Combined with Grace’s two

playgrounds, amphitheater,
basketball court and nature
trail, the new turf field completes an extensive open-air
space, giving the students
many different opportunities
to experience the outdoors.
The community will come
together to bless the field at
the end of September.
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Men fully alive ILS hosts summer

conference, receives
art grant

Fall Open House

Sunday, October 27 from 12:30-4:00 pm
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A resource for parents and teachers of “Men Fully Alive!”
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Immanuel
Lutheran
School faculty and staff
spent a busy summer engaged in ongoing learning
and strategic planning, including hosting a three-day
professional conference in
late June, as they prepared to
welcome 190 students to the
2019-2020 academic year.
Faculty and staff explored
topics including teachers and
culture making, assessments
and recitation and memory.
“As a faculty of friends,
the opportunity to spend
days together immersed in
discourse and study felt less
like ‘required professional
development’ and more like
a time of deep camaraderie,”
Katherine Kramer, ILS assistant headmaster, said.
Additionally, ILS was
awarded a $20,000 grant for

the 2019-2020 school year to
support the visual arts program.
The grant, awarded by
Mid-Atlantic Lutherans in
Mission, will support both
additional work on the
overall scope and sequence
of the school’s visual arts
program, as well as provide
funds for books, supplies
and materials for students
and teachers.
“We are honored and
humbled to receive this
grant from MALIM to support our visual arts program to complement our
existing music program
and strengthen our overall
commitment to the arts as
a core aspect of our classical
Lutheran curriculum,” Julia
Habrecht, ILS headmaster,
said.

Back to school for SSSAS
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School students were all smiles
on the first day of school on Sept. 3

The Heights School

T H E H E IGHTS IS A PR I VAT E , I NDEPE NDE N T, PR EPA R ATORY SCHOOL
FOR BOYS I N GR A DE S 3-12 LOC AT E D I N POTOM AC , MD.
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Selecting and
pairing cheese,
charcuterie
and wine
BY JILL ERBER

What is it about cheese, wine and charcuterie that keeps us
enthralled year after year?
Simply put, folks love good food that is simply prepared, easy
to savor and fun to explore. We love curation, education and experimentation — eating as we learn and learning as we eat.
With cheese and wine, this practice is brought to the forefront, as almost no other foods carry with them the same blend
of history, locality, craftsmanship, science and art. The breadth
and diversity of options create almost endless opportunities to
experiment.
In this back-to-school season, let’s take a moment to educate
ourselves on the wonders of cheese, wine and charcuterie, while

SEE CHEESE
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learning how to best select and pair them.
Simultaneously simple and astoundingly
complex, cheese and
wine are humble liquids

transformed, becoming
things that excite, elevate and sustain. What
starts as fresh milk or
grape juice becomes
something else entirely, as subtle deviations

in climate, recipe, technique or mood can take
the finished products in
countless different directions. The magic is in
the transformation, one
that is rooted in thousands of years of the
human drive to enhance

and embellish what we
are given.
Historically,
cheesemaking was born of
necessity. The ability
for farmers to convert
highly-perishable milk
into something that
could feed their families
during winter made the
difference between life
and death.
Wine, though not
necessarily as critical,
was once a safer alternative to dirty drinking
water, which could carry illness.
As modern technology has made natural
preservation less necessary, wine and cheese
have become objects of
art and sources of local
pride, their production
and sales keeping entire communities alive.
Not surprisingly, these
ancient products of the
land grew up together and their common
reflections of locality
keep them closely united.
I would be remiss if
I didn’t mention the

third leg in this tripod
of purposeful preservation: charcuterie. Like
cheese, cooked or cured
meats transform a highly perishable raw material into food that can
be kept for months — or
even years — without
spoiling.
In the days before
refrigeration,
freshly
butchered meat would
become inedible almost
immediately. The brave
soul who one ancient
day decided to salt, dehydrate, cure and then
eat it, will never be
known. But that legacy lives on in the thousands of salamis, pâtés
and hams that are eaten every day around the
world. Even beef jerky
has these same illustrious roots.
Now
that
we’ve
learned a little about
them, it’s time to focus
on how to select and
serve cheese, wine and
charcuterie like a pro.
Let’s go back to school
… in the tastiest way.
SEE CHEESE
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Tips for selecting
cheese
Cheese should be cut
and eaten the same day.
We
can’t
always
achieve this, but we can
try. Instead of purchasing cheese that has been
pre-cut and wrapped in
advance, visit a cheese
counter where the cheesemonger slices items
to order. Small pieces of
cheese, once removed
from the larger wheel
and wrapped in plastic,
will begin to degrade in
quality almost immediately. You owe it to yourself – and the cheese –
to eat it at its prime.
When selecting multiple cheeses, variety is
key. With a little help,
you can create the perfect blend of milks, textures and styles. That
way, everyone finds
something that they
love. So, don’t hesitate
to ask a lot of questions
at the cheese counter.
Tips for selecting

wine
Experiment
with
alternatives to wellknown and often expensive wines. Sometimes
it’s as simple as stepping
slightly outside a certified production zone.
Other times, hop halfway around the world
for the same grape prepared in a similar style.
Some will say there’s
nothing like the real
thing, but these options
can get you pretty darn
close and at a fraction
of the cost. In my world,
wine is to be enjoyed
freely without asking,
“Is today really worth
opening this bottle?”
Here are some specific alternative recommendations:
Swap Champagne for
Spanish cava. This wine
is fermented in the bottle just like Champagne,
giving it similar characteristics and unique
bubbliness.
Instead of barolo, go
for Langhe rosso. Lang-

EAT LIKE A LOCAL!
Start your
weekend
off right.

he rosso is a younger
version from the same
Nebbiolo grape. Plus,
drinking Langhe rosso
from a great barolo producer is a sure bet.
Instead of California
cab, try Chilean caber-

net sauvignon. Chilean
cab has all the richness
of the Californian grape,
prepared in the same
bold, oak-kissed format.
Swap red Bordeaux
for Côtes de Bourg. This
wine is Bordeaux-made,

but more under the radar than higher-profile
appellations and makes
for delicious drinking
right now.
Tips for selecting
charcuterie
SEE CHEESE
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There are three main
types of charcuterie:
salt-cured whole cuts
like ham, cured sausages
like salami and cooked
styles like pâté.
I tend to think of
sliced ham as more elegant and sliced salami as
more rustic, while pâté
can fall in either category depending on preparation.
Regardless of style,

sliced charcuterie oxidizes quickly, resulting
in a taste that can be
flat at best and funky
at worst. If you plan on
eating your charcuterie
that day, choose items
that are freshly sliced
for you. If you’re waiting until the next day or
longer, go for an individual salami that you can
cut yourself.
For serving the day
of, I recommend sliced

jamón serrano, beef bresaola, mousse-style pâté
or large-format salami.
If you’re saving it for
later, try a country-style
pâté or any salami
“chub,” which refers to
the small, individually
cured format.
Pairing tip #1
Select
neighboring
products and you will
never go wrong. There’s
no need to grasp the
subtleties of the grape,
milk or meat unless
you want to. Remember: Wine, cheese and
charcuterie are all products of the Earth and,
in most cases, capture a
common culinary spirit
that makes them natural
partners. Let region be
your guide.
My specific pairing
recommendations
are:
prosciutto di parma, parmigiano reggiano and
barbera; jamón serrano,
manchego and La Mancha tempranillo; and
garlic saucisson, fresh
chèvre and Sancerre.
Pairing tip #2
Match intensity to
enjoy
complimentary,
SEE CHEESE
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A Dining Experience
Blending the Area’s
Finest in Tastes &
Talents, Right on the
Alexandria Waterfront

5 Cameron Street | Alexandria, VA
703-739-6090

BWH-AX Times Sept.indd 1

theblackwallhitch.com

9/10/19 1:26 PM
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ADVERTISE WITH US
September 26
Health & Wellness

September 26
Real Estate

Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the Alexandria Times!
Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

October 17
Senior Living

October 24
Real Estate

Serving breakfast,
lunch and dinner
7 days a week
36 Years in Business

3648 King St. | Bradlee Shopping Center

(703) 671-0250

Treat yourself to Bistro Sancerre for a
delicious brunch, lunch, or dinner!
A distinct dining experience that is elegant, yet comfortable,
with a variety of private events venues both inside and outside
— perfect for any size party!
Other reasons to visit Bistro Sancerre:
We offer catering for your events, and
$2 off Happy Hour food items daily 4-6:30
1725 Duke St, Ste 100, Alexandria, VA
|(703) 634-2720 • www.bistrosancerre.com

November 28
Homes

November 28
Real Estate
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe
Live Oak’s red-wine braised Shenandoah beef short ribs
(Serves 4-6)

Ingredients

Directions

3 lbs. boneless Shenandoah beef cooperative
short ribs, trimmed and
portioned into 6-ounce
servings, and seasoned
with salt, pepper and
smoked paprika

and chopped

- 1/4 cup canola oil

- 1 sprig thyme

- 4 oz. dry red wine

- 1 sprig rosemary

- 20 oz. chicken stock
(substitute ½ veal stock if
you have access to it)

- 1 sprig sage

- 1/4 cup tomato paste

- 1 leek, diced and triple-washed
- 1 Spanish onion,
chopped

- 1 bay leaf, torn
- 1 tsp black peppercorns,
whole

- 2 garlic cloves per serving, crushed

- 2 tbsp kosher salt

- 2 ribs celery, washed

- parmesan cheese rinds
(optional)

Heat canola oil in a thick-bottomed braising pan over high
heat.

Add chicken stock/veal stock
mixture, allow liquid to come to
a simmer.

Caramelize the seasoned
short rib pieces on both sides
until golden brown on each
side, set aside.

Make a cheesecloth bag to place
the peppercorns, bay leaves,
thyme, rosemary and sage.
Place bouquet of herbs in the
braising liquid.

Add onions, garlic, celery, carrots
and leeks to the hot braising
pan, stirring frequently, allowing
the vegetables to caramelize.
Add tomato paste to vegetables,
cook over medium heat for three
minutes, until the tomato paste
has cooked.
Add red wine to the vegetable
mixture, allow to cook for five
minutes, or until the alcohol
flavor of the wine has been
removed.

Add salt to mixture and allow
liquid to cook 20 minutes before
using.
If cooking the short ribs traditionally in the oven, place all of
the portioned pieces of short
ribs back into the braising liquid,
and cover the braising pan with
a lid. Place in a 300-degree
oven for at least four hours, or
until meat is fork-tender. Allow
meat to fully cool inside of its
own braising liquid.

If cooking the short ribs sous
vide, place the portions of
seared short ribs into the cryovac bags, add two tbsp of the
already-made braising liquid to
each bag, along with an optional
piece of parmesan cheese rind
for added flavor. Vacuum seal
bags, place in water bath set at
180 degrees for 12 hours.
Serve braised short ribs over
parmesan grits (recipe below)
with roasted local Kabocha
squash, or other fall vegetables
**For added flavor, strain the
braising liquid and puree the
vegetables that were inside of
the liquid. Return that vegetable
puree back to the original braising liquid and use as a sauce to
top the short ribs.
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Say goodbye to summer with a salmon kale salad
BY LEA HURT

Chef Sonny Tena of
Blackwall Hitch has a passion for food that started at
a young age. His father was a
pastry chef and he frequently watched his mother and
grandmother cook meals
at home. While his first attempt at a family meal was
a bit charred, he fell in love
with the culinary process
and knew the kitchen was
where he wanted to be.
Tena’s motto is that everyone starts from scratch
and everyone has something
to learn. Although he leads
the Blackwall Hitch kitchen,
he is known for appreciating
and adapting the experiences of others as he mentors
the next generation of chefs.

CHEF SONNY TENA
Tena began his career
on the high seas as a dishwasher on an international
cruise line. He worked his
way up to a full-time kitchen position, learning from a
highly skilled, international
kitchen staff and studying
the cooking styles and flavors of a wide range of cuisines. Tena went on to work
in Washington D.C., where

he developed a deep appreciation for Japanese
and American cuisine.
Tena prides himself on
being a problem solver and
purveyor of unconventional techniques, often
blending flavor profiles to
give guests a unique taste
in an otherwise traditional
offering. Tena employs his
passion for food to connect and open a culinary
conversation with diners
at Blackwall Hitch in Alexandria.
Check out Chef Tena’s
recipe for salmon kale salad on the opposite page.

Lea Hurt is a writer
and consultant in
Annapolis, Maryland

C R A F T E D F R O M LO C A L
FA R M S A N D WATE R S .
FO C U S E D TH R O U G H A
S O U T H E R N LE N S .
ROOTED IN A VIBRANT
N E I G H B O R H O O D.

Experience the new
Jackson 20 menu created by
Executive Chef Peter McCall

—
Brunch 7 Days A Week
—
Happy Hour Special Daily

480 KING S TREE T • ALEX ANDRIA , VA 22314 • 703.549.6080 • JACKSON20RES TAUR ANT.COM
S U N : 7A M–11:30PM • M O N -T H U : 6 :30A M–11:30PM • F R I : 6 :30A M–12:30A M • S AT: 7A M – 12:30A M
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Foodie
Chef Sonny Tena’s salmon kale salad
(serves 1)

Ingredients
4-5 oz salmon filet
1 tbsp basil oil
1½ cups kale, finely shredded
¼ cup mango, cut into ½ inch
dice

¼ cup roasted beets, cut into ½
inch dice
2-3 tbsp lemon poppyseed
vinaigrette
2 tbsp candied walnuts

Directions
1. Season the salmon with salt and pepper and grill or pan sear for 2-3
minutes. Flip over and cook for another 2-3 minutes until the salmon is
just cooked through.
2. In a mixing bowl combine the kale, mango, beets, candied walnuts
and the vinaigrette. Toss well and place on a plate.
3. Place the cooked salmon on the plate. Drizzle the basil oil on top of
the salmon and around the plate and serve.

CHEESE

FROM | 20

not clashing, flavors.
Enjoying a delicate fresh
chèvre? Skip the big red.
Instead, choose a bright,
acidic sauvignon blanc.
Serving a hard-aged
savory Gouda? Grab a
full-flavored cabernet
sauvignon to stand up to
that flavor powerhouse.
Pairing tip #3
Fat loves acid. When
pairing rich foods like
cheese and charcuterie,
select wine that is high
in acid, whether red
or white. The acid will
help to cleanse your palate, making each new
bite taste like the first.
Examples of high-acid wines are whites like
sauvignon blanc and pi-

not grigio and reds like
sangiovese and syrah.
Making great selections and pairings is
about sticking to a few
basic guidelines and
asking for help from
your friendly local shopkeeper. There are almost
no bad choices, so most
importantly, relax and
enjoy the bounty before
you, remembering the
wise words of famed chef
Ferran Andrià: “Just to
eat is a gift.”
The writer is owner and
“Cheese Lady” of Cheesetique.
This month, Cheesetique
celebrates its 15th anniversary

Fabulous fresh, delectably delicious craft food • Wine Tasting – every day!
Best outdoor dining in Old Town • Dogs welcome and muzzle rubbed
Happy Hour • SoCel Wine Club • Wine Education Events

Enjoy sumptuous, delectable West Coast Cuisine and California and New World Wines.
Our stunning California Fresh Cuisine is craft prepared by Chef Walter Ramirez, and our
new seasonal Autumn Menu selections are sure to please. We have amazing vegetarian,
gluten-free options. Did we mention that our food is fantastic?

Sonoma Cellar has so much to offer our guests from
charming dining, to wine tasting, and so much more!
· Friday and Saturday evening for our musical artists that play from 8-10pm.
· $4 Taco Tuesdays - six selections to choose from. Guaranteed the best in town. Really.
· Tuesday Cigar Nights – Join “Burnagar Club” that starts up at 8pm until the fun ends.
· Wine Down Wednesday – 30% off all on and off premise wines. Perfect time to splurge a bit!
· Thirsty Thursdays’ Special four Burger/Sammie menu & selected wine ($22) or beer ($18)
· Check out our website or Eventbrite for exclusive wine and food events.
· Personal and company offsite and onsite events available.

Visit us today and see why people – and their pups – love Sonoma Cellar!
207 King Street | mysonomacellar.com | 703.566.9867
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

Fall cocktails
from Live Oak
Nail
Ingredients
1 oz Monkey Shoulder scotch
1 oz sweet potato syrup
½ oz lemon juice
½ oz Drambuie
Absinthe rinse
“Alexandria’s First and Foremost Philly Cheese Steak Shop”
1504 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 Ph. (703)836-9443

Dine In, Carry Out or Delivery
Light breakfast menu available
Parking in the Rear

Mon-Wednesday 10am-8pm
Thursday-Saturday 7am-8pm
Sunday 7 am-4pm

Directions
Shake all ingredients except the absinthe in
a shaker tin. Fine strain ingredients into an
absinthe-rinsed rocks glass over a large ice
cube. Garnish with a sage leaf.

Dishes Of India is an innovative dining Indian restaurant that’s been called a hidden gem
in the Belle Haven neighborhood, with a wonderful selection of food and drinks, weekly
specials, a full bar, and plenty of free parking.

Chef Bhatt, with decades of experience, and his team still use the recipes today that they created
22 years ago, including the all-time favorites Murgh Makhani (Butter Chicken), Lamb Chop Tandoori,
and Daal Soup (lentil-based curried soup).
Recently we have added new
dishes to our menu, such as Kali
Mirch Tikka Malvani (boneless
chicken breast cooked in a delicious black pepper based sauce
made of fresh coconut, curry
leaf and garam masala), as well
as various vegan items such as
Bhindi Masala (fresh okra cooked
in exotic spices).

Lunch Buffet:
11:00AM - 2:30PM
Dinner (a la carte):
4:30PM - 9:30PM
Sunday through Thursday
and 4:30PM - 10:00PM on
Friday and Saturday
(Carryout and party trays
are also available)

For more information, please visit our website at www.DishesOfIndia.com, or check out our
Facebook or Twitter page!
Belle
View Shopping
Center,
Belle
View Blvd.,
Alexandria
Belle View
Shopping
Center 1510-A
Belle 1510-A
View Blvd.
• Alexandria
703.660.6085
• dishesofindia.com
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe
Cobbler
Ingredients
1.5 oz peach tea-infused
Filibuster Boondoggler
whiskey

3 cubes of peach

.5 oz Fino sherry

1 dash Fee Brothers whiskey barrel-aged bitters

.5 oz Demerara syrup

2 slices of lime

Directions
In a shaker tin, muddle the peach, lime and Demerara syrup. Add the whiskey and sherry and dry shake.
Pour unstrained into a brandy snifter over crushed
ice. Top with a dash of whiskey barrel-aged bitters.

Not Your Typical Diner
Breakfast served all day
Private parking lot

Sunday - Thursday 6:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday 6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

www.theexecutivediner.com

1400 Duke St, Alexandria, VA 22314
Located on the corner of Duke St. & West St.
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Events
2nd Annual Taste of
Ethiopia-Virginia Festival
Date: Sept. 14.
Time: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay

Park
Address: 100 Madison
Street
Information: www.visitalexandriava.com

Oktoberfest at the Garden
Date: Sept. 14
Time: 12 to 7 p.m.
Admission: $35, ages 21+
Location: The Garden

Address: 1503 Mt. Vernon
Ave.
Information: www.facebook.com/thegardendelray
2nd Annual Beer &
Wine Torpedo Garden
Dates: Sept. 21 and 22
Time: Sept. 21 from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., Sept. 22
from 11 a.m. 5 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory
Art Center
Address: 105 N. Union

Street
Information: 703-7464570
Portside in Old Town
Fall Festival
Date: Oct. 12
Time: 1 to 7 p.m.
Admission: Free; Fees for
food and drink and for
some activities
Location: Waterfront Park
Address: 1 King St.
Information: portsidefestival.com

British and American Fare
Breakfast, lunch
and weekend brunch
Customers love
our British breakfast,
pancakes, coffee,
and latte
Only 7 blocks from King St.
& one block from the river.

822 N. Fairfax St. | 703-706-5886
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

“INNOVATIVE FRENCH AND ITALIAN CUISINE SINCE 1990”
4231 DUKE ST ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA 22304
(703) 370-7900
TEMPORESTAURANT.COM
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SPORTS

SSSAS
FOOTBALL
Season preview

SSSAS football starts season with promise
Team brings new recruits, strong mindset
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes
School’s varsity football team
kicked off the 2019-2020 season with a clean 32-0 sweep of
Paul VI Catholic High School
on Aug. 30, before falling to
St. Christopher’s School 3512 on Saturday.
Despite the inconsistent
start, the Saints have high
hopes for the season. Between
promising new recruits and a
tight knit group of 17 senior
players, the team aims to improve on a 2018-2019 season
that ended in a 5-5 record and
failure to secure a place in the
state playoffs.
The Saints players came
into last season with a lot
of talent but a lack of confidence, junior quarterback Ti-

son Hill said. They surprised
themselves with success early
in the season, quickly leaping
to 4-1 in their first five games.
That strong start last season was challenged by stiff
competition in the Interstate
Athletic Conference.
“We were 4-and-1 to
start the season, got into
league play and we play in a
tough league,” Chip Phillips,
associate athletic director
for varsity football, said. “…
We didn’t end the season the
way we wanted to, but hopefully those bumps in the
road will train these upperclassman and seniors to get
through it.”
Even before the 20192020 season began, the
players proved they had taken those bumps in the road
in stride, Head Coach Bernard Joseph said. Summer
workouts and conditioning

sessions were unexpectedly
packed with players. During
coaching staff meetings,
players weren’t goofing off
in the locker room; they
were out on the field running their own drills, Phillips said.
“I think this year’s team,
we’re a closer team than we
were last year,” Joseph said.
“We had the most participation in our off-season conditioning and workouts. We
had almost 20 guys coming
in over the summer, which is
huge for us. I think they understand the value of hard
work and what it’ll do for
them.”
The players have been
putting in the work and, unlike last season, certainly
aren’t lacking in confidence.
Joseph and Phillips said they
are intent on taking the season one game at a time, but

when players were asked if
they had a target painted on
any teams in particular, several couldn’t help but namecheck Episcopal High School
and Georgetown Prep.
“I feel like to be the best,
you have to beat the best,”
junior receiver Malcolm
Johnson said.
If last season was a learning experience, this season is
an opportunity to take those
lessons and run with them,
senior wide receiver Luke
Fisher said.
“Last year, we realized
that we had all the pieces
and we were almost there,”
Fisher said. “Coming into
this year, we knew we had
everything that we need to
win all these football games,
and we just need to come together as a team and believe
that we can win and then
win those games.”

At practice on Monday,
Joseph sat his players down
to watch film of Saturday’s
game in order to show them
that all the mistakes and
errors are “correctable,” Joseph said. His players took
it to heart.
“I don’t see anybody stopping us; I see us stopping
ourselves,” Hill said. “This
past weekend, we stopped
ourselves – a lot of missed
assignments, mental errors,
stuff we could improve on.”
Despite the loss, the Saints
appear to have a solid team
this year. A strong defensive
line composed of veterans
including senior linebacker
Lamumba Howard and talented recruits including Blake
Hiligh and Darius Wilson anchor a team that also has incredible speed and offensive
SEE FOOTBALL

WHOLE DOGZ INTRODUCES:
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NOW WHA

Life skills to create a stellar companion
Puppy Kindergarten
Sports Foundation
Introduction to Agility
As well as our play and train options
We serve the whole dog, from puppy to
adult, from the food they eat to how they
play and sleep.
Classes begin September
23. email for further
information:
info@wholedogz.com

Sign up today
classes are limited!

SEE FOR YOURSELF!

COURTESY PHOTO

Senior linebacker Lamumba Howard.

4748 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22304

MAKE THE RESERVATION!

703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!

@wholedogz

ONLINE STORE

store.wholedogz.com
wholedogz.com
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coordination, Joseph said.
“This is the most speed
I think we’ve ever had,” Joseph said. “We have two of
the best defensive ends in
the IAC and in the area and
we’re pretty stout inside.
I like our front guys this
year. Especially defensively, I think they’re going to
wreak havoc.”
The Saints are still adjusting to a significant gap
in their offensive roster: senior running back Thomas
“Tre” Boon has been out of
commission since suffering
an ACL tear in March during
baseball
season.
Laron
Stewart, a first year running
back, has taken over, but
Boon’s presence has been
missed on and off the field.
“He’s a leader, an emotional leader, leads by example, and that’s a big loss for
us and more than just on the
field,” Joseph said.
Boon has been attending
every practice and Phillips

anticipates Boon will return
to the field by mid-season.
Joseph said the team still
hasn’t reached its potential,
but his players’ willingness
to learn, hardworking attitude and hunger for victory
provide a solid foundation
for growth.
“That’s
what
makes
coaching them fun, is they’re
hungry to win and not just
to win for themselves,” Joseph said. “They want to win
for St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, and that’s what
makes it exciting.”
St. Stephen’s hasn’t been
to the state playoffs since
2007 and Joseph has yet to
go to states, although he’s
had some close calls. Last
season, the team ended
sixth in the league, narrowly missing one of the
top four spots necessary to
qualify for the state playoffs. Joseph said he believes
this team has the best
chance of any Saints team
in a long time of making it
all the way.

This team, in particular,
holds a special place in the
head coach’s heart. Many of
the seniors have been playing football together, in one
form or another, since elementary school, and Joseph
has been with them since
the beginning.
“This senior class, my
first year teaching here at
the lower school, they were
the little kids at the lower
school who were in the end
zone,” Joseph said.
To see this team, this
group of players, go all the
way to the state playoffs
would mean the world to Joseph, he said.
“It would mean everything, to be honest with
you, because it’s something
that they want and they’ve
been talking about and
working towards since they
were young,” Joseph said.
“They talk about leaving
a legacy here, and I think
that would be awesome for
them.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

CRE ST
OF

ALEXANDRIA
55+ ACTIVE ADULT
CONDOMINIUMS

FAIRFAX COUNTY AFFORDABLE HOUSING NOW AVAILABLE
AT THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA CONDOMINIUMS
4-Level Condominiums | 1–2 Bedrooms | 1–2 Bathrooms
5,000 sq. ft. clubhouse with a yoga studio and fitness center | On-site activities coordinator
Outdoor kitchen and firepit | Walking trails, parks, gardens, pickleball courts | Pet Friendly

CALL 703.268.1265 TODAY TO LEARN MORE!
Income and other financial restrictions apply. Must qualify through Fairfax County Affordable
Dwelling Unit program. For further questions visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing.

6107 Fairview Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315

ALEXANDRIA
SPORTS ROUNDUP

This fall, the sports included are boys’ football and girls’
volleyball. We will also be running photos with captions
from games and encourage readers to send timely photos
for submission to newstips@alextimes.com. We will also
continue covering games from various sports, as well as
running sports features about Alexandria athletes.

BOYS’ FOOTBALL
School

Record

Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

1-0
1-0
1-1
2-0

Scores this week:
Sept. 6
T.C. W 29-26 @ Robinson
Sept. 7
Episcopal W 29-0 vs. Gilman
SSSAS L 35-12 @ St. Christopher’s

GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL
School

Record

Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

4-3
2-2
2-2-1
2-7

Scores this week:
Sept. 3
T.C. L 3-0 vs. W.T. Woodson
Sept. 5
B.I. W 3-1 @ Bishop McNamara
SSSAS W 3-0 vs. Oakcrest
Sept. 7
Fredericksburg Christian
Invitational
B.I. W 2-0 vs. Model Secondary
B.I. L 2-0 vs. Stone Bridge
B.I. W 2-0 vs. Chancellor
B.I. L 2-0 vs. FCHS
Episcopal L 2-0 vs. FCHS
Episcopal W 2-1 vs. Guardian Christian

Episcopal W 2-1 vs. Model
Secondary
Episcopal L 2-0 vs. Stone
Bridge
GDS Volleyball Play Day
SSSAS L 2-0 vs Georgetown Day School
SSSAS W 2-0 vs. D.C.
International
SSSAS T 1-1 vs. Sidwell
Friends
Sept. 9
B.I. L 3-0 vs. Bishop Denis
J. O’Connell
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ARTS

‘A Few Good Men’ impresses at Little Theatre
BY MAE HUNT

The Little Theatre of
Alexandria’s
production
of “A Few Good Men” is a
sharp, dynamic execution
of Aaron Sorkin’s famous
story. It’s something that
longtime fans of the 1992
film, as well as newcomers,
are sure to enjoy.
“A
Few
Good
Men”
follows
Daniel
Kaffee (Brendan Quinn), a
military lawyer with a devilmay-care attitude and a
specialty for plea bargains,
as he is assigned to defend
two Marines accused of
murdering a fellow member
of their unit. With help from
his friend Sam Weinberg
(Jonathan Mulberg) and
the persistent Jo Galloway
(Emma Wesslund), Kaffee
discovers there’s more to
the case than meets the eye.
You may already be
familiar with the plot of “A
Few Good Men.” In fact, you
may be able to quote most of
it from memory. Or maybe
you’re like me, and your
knowledge extends solely
to one iconic line from the
show’s antagonist, Nathan
Jessep (David Kimmelman)
– “You want the truth? You
can’t handle the truth!”
I’ve heard that line

HOMES

quoted and parodied more
times than I can count, but it
had a much different impact
during the Little Theatre’s
production. As expected
from a Sorkin script, the
energy of “A Few Good Men”
relies on the actors’ abilities
to deliver snappy dialogue
with confidence and ease.
The entire cast does
an impressive job. It was
entertaining to watch Quinn
and Wesslund trade barbs,
and their banter caused
the audience to burst out
laughing numerous times.
John Paul Odle and Jared
Diallo were also excellent
as the two Marines awaiting
trial. They successfully
communicated
their
characters’ strict senses of
military discipline, making
it even more intriguing to
watch the masks slip.
Kimmelman made for
an excellent villain as
Jessep, delivering his lines
with a mix of smugness
and repressed wrath. It
was fascinating to watch
him make other characters
uncomfortable, switching
between
calculated
manipulation and sudden
PHOTO/ ARI MCSHERRY
bursts of aggression before
From left to right: Patrick Hogan (Sergeant at Arms), David Kimmelman (Col. Nathan Jessep) and Craig
becoming fully unhinged. Morris (M.P.)
SEE MEN

Grass
Are lawns really worth the trouble? | Page 32

| 34

CALENDAR

Weekend events
Attend an after-work concert, a free performance at “Mirror Mirror” and more.
| Page 35
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Are lawns worth
the trouble?
BY MARTY ROSS

There’s no need to defend
your turf: A carpet of lawn
– even if it includes clover,
violets and a smattering of
dandelions – is a beautiful,
time-honored tradition, dating back to the age of village
greens.
For lots of people, lawns
are all there is to gardening. But lawns are also the
gentle background to the
angles and architecture in
our residential landscapes,
the soothing green swath
around a home. Patches of
lawn knit our neighborhoods together. They frame
our flower gardens and give

kids a place to play.
“There is something
about our vision of home –
lawn is attached to that,”
Chrysanthe Broikos, a curator at the National Building Museum in Washington
D.C., said. “Developers are
putting more homes on less
land. People are willing to
have a smaller lawn, but
they still want a piece of it.”
A gigantic indoor lawn of
artificial turf, created with
the help of architecture
and design studio Rockwell Group’s LAB, was the
centerpiece of the National
Building Museum’s summer
installation.
The lawn was much more

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

A lawn is among the features that make a house a home. It doesn’t have to be perfect, although this
front lawn comes pretty close.

than a great expanse of
grass. Hammocks and deck
chairs were scattered everywhere. Virtual fireflies lit
the scene at night. Crickets

chirped in the soundtrack,
and the bell of an ice cream
truck could be heard in the
distance, along with the
gentle roar of lawn mowers.

Visitors felt right at
home, according to Cathy
Frankel, the museum’s vice
SEE LAWNS
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president of exhibitions and
collections. She said she was
pleased to see kids rolling in
the grass, since it seemed to
come naturally.
A lawn is “a place to take
your shoes off, relax and create memories,” Frankel said.
Lawns are big business.
Americans spend billions of
dollars every year on lawn
care – including the cost
of buying and maintaining
lawn mowers and investing
in seed, sod, hoses, sprinklers, irrigation systems,
fertilizers and pesticides.
The average lawn cov-
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HOMES
ers 20 to 30 percent of most
home lots, according to Ben
Hamza, director of technical
operations at TruGreen, a
national lawn care company.
If you mow your lawn
yourself, you’re probably
committed to doing the job
once a week during the gardening season, and if you
pay someone else to do it,
you’re probably paying $30
to $80 or more, according to
lawn research data for 2019.
“The desire to maintain
a healthy outdoor living
space has not changed” over
the years, Hamza said, “but
more people are busy, and
they don’t have the time or

knowledge to take care of
their grass. More people are
looking for help.”
Neighborhood teenagers
who cut the grass for pocket
money are a vanishing breed,
as they’re being replaced by
pros. About 100,000 landscaping companies mow and
maintain residential lawns
across the country, and the
industry is growing. TruGreen handles lawn, tree and
shrub care for about two million residential customers in
the U.S. and Canada.
Healthy turf is the best
defense against lawn problems, Hamza said. A healthy
lawn out-competes weeds,

helps control erosion on
your property and limits
runoff into overburdened
storm drains. Proper mowing – don’t scalp your lawn
– encourages grasses to put
down a deep and thriving
root system that doesn’t demand constant watering and
tolerates droughts with ease.
Lawn-care
customers
wish to be good stewards
of the environment, Hamza says. They want environmentally safe and sustainable solutions to the
challenges of maintaining a
good-looking lawn. Protecting pollinators, including
bees, is a priority, Hamza

said, and, when pesticides
are called for, customers expect lawn professionals to
use them responsibly and
with discretion. Lawn care
products should also be safe
for people, as well as for pets.
It takes time, effort and
an investment for a lawn to
thrive, but the consensus is
obviously that it’s worth the
effort. A lawn doesn’t have
to be very big, and it doesn’t
need to be as meticulously
groomed as a golf-course
fairway. Large or small,
front or back, secluded or
wide open, lawns never go
out of style.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Seminary Hill 1940s architectural gem
Invisible from the street
and set on 2.25 acres of woodland, this property sits away
from the bustle of Alexandria.
The
low-slung
main
house was designed in 1939
by Charles Callander, a Frank
Lloyd Wright-trained architect. With four bedrooms and
four bathrooms, the house remains nearly unchanged from
1940. Original features include curved cypress paneling,
Are youbuilt-in
ready tocabinetry,
handrails,
climb
those
laddersand Caldesks
and
dressers
to
paint
your
lander-designedhome?
furnishings.
Designed
for
entertaining,
TECH PAINTING
theishome
features
a variety of
ready to help you
gathering
inside and
protect spaces
your most
valuable
so ayou
out.
These asset,
include
screenedcan focus
doing a giant
in porch
builtonaround
something
this
sycamore
tree,fun
a second
story
year instead!
balcony that overlooks the yard
and outdoor
access
Call us today
to from all
main-level
rooms
to
schedule a brick seating areas
a covered patio.
FREE and
ESTIMATE!
A separate 1700-square-

MEOWNERS!

703-684-7702

foot, two-story guest house
overlooks a 20-by-50-foot
heated swimming pool. The
guest house, designed by Jone
Thurmond, another Wrighttrained architect, compliments the design of the main
residence, but has a more
modern feel.
The open living room,
kitchen and dining room
overlook the pool, and the
main-level bathroom comes
complete with a sauna. Upstairs are two bedrooms, two
more bathrooms and a large
balcony area.
Much of the grounds are
wooded with native flora and
mature trees, including a Notable Champion red maple —
the fifth largest in the state
of Virginia and estimated to
be 270 years old – as designated by the American Forests’ champion tree national
register.

AT A GLANCE
Location: 1201 Key Drive
Neighborhood: Seminary Hill
Price: $3,540,000
Size: 2,836 sq. ft. main
house,
1,700 sq. ft. guest house
Bedrooms: 4 in main
house, 2 in guest house
Bathrooms: 4 in main
house, 3 in guest house
Year Built: 1939
Contact: Jodie Burns,
571-228-5790,
McEnearney Associates,
Old Town
jburns@mcenearney.com
www.jodieburns.com

HOMEOWNERS, spring has arrived!

Since 1987

techpainting.com

Freshen up your house inside and out with Tech Painting!
Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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Additions and Alterations
Call Us Today
Interiors and Exteriors
• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
for a no obligation
• Roofs • Windows • Siding
discussion about
• Handyman

703-533-2423

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A

HARVEST OF
HEALTH &
HAPPINESS
AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
26TH ANNUAL GALA
SEPTEMBER 21, 2019

PLEASE JOIN US
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019
6–10 PM
American Horticultural Society’s
River Farm Headquarters
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Original artwork by Marcella Kriebel

kenwardhomes @gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com
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From left to right: David Kimmelman (Col. Nathan Jessep), Miguel Rosario (Lt. Jonathan Kendrick), Jeff
Haslow (Capt. Matthew Markinson), Brendan Quinn (Lt. J.G. Daniel Kaffee), Emma Wesslund (Lt. Cmdr.
Joanne (Jo) Galloway), and Jonathan Mulberg (Lt. J.G. Sam Weinberg).
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And
when
Kimmelman
delivered that famous line, I
think everyone in the theater
questioned their ability to
handle the truth.
The drama of “A Few
Good Men” was enhanced by
a concise set design. Director
Carolyn
Winters
made
excellent use of the space,
and scenes flowed between
the past and present with
very little confusion. Props

to the crew for designing
the lighting in a way that
emphasized certain tonal
shifts from light-hearted to
sincere.
“A Few Good Men”
manages to be funny,
gripping
and
thoughtprovoking all at once. The
Little Theatre’s production
is guaranteed to keep you on
the edge of your seat, whether
it’s your first or 500th time
watching the story unfold.

IF YOU GO
RUN DATES: Through Sept. 28
WHERE: Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St,
Alexandria 22314
FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION: 703-683-5778 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com

Mae Hunt is an arts and
entertainment freelancer
and can be reached at
mhunt@alextimes.com.

HONORARY CHAIR
COUNCIL

Kristen Coffield
Founder and owner
The Culinary Cure

For tickets, to advertise in the program, or to become
a Sponsor, please visit: ahsgardening.org/gala
or call (703) 768-5700 ex.127
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to mention the ongoing effects of Amazon’s arrival in
the region.
Outside of regular meetings, council will have joint
work sessions with the
school board and with Arlington City Council at the
beginning of October, plus
CIP budget meetings.
Some councilors said
they’re already concerned
about the latter. Jackson

said this year’s budget is going to be “gruesome” compared to last year’s.
“I don’t foresee this upcoming budget season being as simple as the last
one,” Aguirre said. “I think
we’re going to see some CIP
issues.”
Despite all the expected
and unexpected challenges that this new cohort of
councilors will face, with
eight months under their
belt, they all said they are

feeling confident about the
discussions, questions and
votes ahead of them.
“It’s definitely been interesting and fun, but I am
really looking forward to
this next session to get going,” Aguirre said. “We’ve
all learned a little bit more.
We’ve all grown a little bit
more.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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SEPTEMBER 12
MARIAN VAN LANDINGHAM
STUDIO DEDICATION In honor of

the Torpedo Factory’s 45th anniversary as an art space, the Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association is dedicating
studio 311 to TFAA founder Marian
Van Landingham. The solo show will
highlight Van Landingham’s work and
its evolution over the past 45 years.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St., Studio 311
Information: Carol Talkov, caroltalkov@cox.net

WORLD-BEAT PERFORMANCE

The artistry of singer/actor Charles
Williams and global-jazz percussionist/composer Tom Teasley will
present a program featuring the inspirational texts of authors including
Langston Hughes and Martin Luther
King, Jr. as well as African folk songs.
All are accompanied by inventive
percussive rhythms and melodies.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/
events/charles-williams-tom-teasley

SEPTEMBER 13
FRIDAY AFTER WORK CONCERT SERIES Co-sponsored by the

Office of Historic Alexandria and the
Folklore Society of Greater Washington, Friday-night concerts will take
place on the second Friday of each
month. The September concert features fiddler and folksinger Emerald
Rae. The event is free, with a $15
suggested donation for the musicians. No tickets are required. Beer
and wine will be available for sale, as
well as light refreshments.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 220 N. Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

MIRROR MIRROR FREE PERFORMANCE The best way to experi-

CALENDAR

for a reading of both familiar and previously unreleased material, Q&A and
story-telling sprinkled with insight.
This event is for an adult audience.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org/happening

SEPTEMBER 14
LEE-FENDALL HOUSE SPEAKEASY NIGHT The Lee-Fendall

House’s Sips & Secrets: A Speakeasy
Night event returns for a fourth
year. This fundraiser celebrates the
house’s Prohibition-era history, when
it was home to Alexandria’s liquor
wholesalers. All proceeds will support
the museum’s mission to explore
Alexandria’s shared history and promote its relevance in today’s society.
Attendees can dance the night away
to jazz and ragtime music and brush
up on their skills to enter a dance
contest. 1920s-style drinks will be
served. General admission tickets are
$60 and include heavy hors d’oeuvres, dessert and two drink tickets for
cocktails, wine or beer.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

SAFE SPACE NOVA FUNDRAISER BRUNCH Safe Space NOVA, a

nonprofit organization which services
the Northern Virginia area, is hosting
its first brunch fundraiser. Safe Space
NOVA wants to educate the community on the issues LGBT+ youth face,
tell the story of why and how the organization exists and ask for support
to continue programming. Safe Space
NOVA was founded in 2016 with the
goal of inviting LGBT+ youth across
Northern Virginia to participate in
social activities that are inviting, fun
and most of all safe.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: The Garden, 5380 Eisenhower Ave., Suite C
Information: safespacenova.org

feature food, family-friendly activities,
giveaways and educational games
to inspire a deeper understanding
of water, the world’s most precious
resource.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park, 3700
Commonwealth Ave.
Information: waterdiscoveryday2019.eventbrite.com

CELEBRATE LIKE IT’S 1776

Brandywine Living invites the community to celebrate like it’s 1776. This
free, family-friendly event is hosted
in honor of National Assisted Living
Week 2019, “A Spark of Creativity.”
Activities include a cherry dessert
contest, fun education with George
and Martha Washington, live entertainment, revolutionary crafts and a
photo booth. Attendees may submit
their own dessert to the cherry bakeoff or be a taste tester and vote for
their favorites.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 5550 Cardinal Place
Information: alex-celebrate-1776.
eventbrite.com

STORYTIME LIVE! Kiddie Academy
of Alexandria, a local educational
child care provider, invites Alexandria-area children and their families
to Storytime LIVE!, a free community
reading event. During the event,
attendees will have the opportunity to
enjoy a story reading and classroom
visit with Curious George and Pinkalicious. Parents are encouraged to
bring their cameras to capture the excitement. Storytime LIVE! is free and
open to everyone: current students,
new friends interested in learning
more about Kiddie Academy of Alexandria and anyone looking to share a
special experience with their child.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Kiddie Academy of Alexandria, 1000 Bernard St., Suite 102
Information: www.kastorytime.com

SEPTEMBER 15
THE KINGSTON TRIO AT THE
BIRCHMERE Cited as an influence

ence Mirror Mirror and its interactive
lights is with a live outdoor performance series. Mark your calendar for
original commissioned performances
by Orange Grove Dance on Sept. 13
and 14. Bring a chair or blanket, but
please leave pets at home. Inspired
by the Fresnel lens at historic Jones
Point Lighthouse, Mirror Mirror
beckons visitors with brilliant hues.
When the sun is low, it responds to
sound with illuminated color. The
City of Alexandria commissioned
these free public performances to be
inspired by and in conversation with
the installation.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince
St.
Information: alexandriava.gov/
publicart

9/11 HEROES RUN Travis Manion
Foundation, one of the nation’s
largest veteran non-profit organizations, will host the 12th annual 9/11
Heroes Run national race series in
more than 90 locations across the
country and around the world. The
D.C. area will host the 9/11 Heroes
Run 5K race and one-mile fun run in
Alexandria. The race series will unite
the community to remember the nearly 3,000 lives lost on 9/11, as well as
to honor the veterans, military and
first responders who serve our country and our communities. Registration
is now open for participants to run,
walk or ruck.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: 8428 Fort Hunt Road
Information: 619-977-9928 or
alexandria@911heroesrun.com

by recording artists as musically
and generationally diverse as Dylan,
Crosby, Stills & Nash, The Eagles,
Mumford & Sons and The Avett
Brothers, The Kingston Trio recently
celebrated 60 years of entertaining
audiences with the “Keep the Music
Playing Tour.” All three members,
Mike Marvin, Tim Gorelangton
and Don Marovich, have intrinsic
links to and experience with the original group. They will perform such
timeless classics “Where Have
All The Flowers Gone?” “Tom Dooley”
and “MTA.”
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.birchmere.com

13 OF NAZARETH: A POET EXPLAINED Join your favorite poet’s favorite poet, Marquis “13 of Nazareth”
Mix, for an encounter with his word
minus the usual emphasis on performance as he sits with the audience

WATER DISCOVERY DAY The City

Petteway and Amy White will perform
an eclectic acoustic repertoire,
including original, traditional, contemporary Celtic and Appalachian

of Alexandria, AlexRenew and Virginia
American Water will host the city’s
third annual Water Discovery Day. The
free, family-friendly event will include
a number of exhibitors and will
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19/20

Season
ImagInary Symphony
Saturday,
Oct 5, 2019 ∙ 8 p.m.
Sunday,
Oct 6, 2019 ∙ 3 p.m.
The ASO’s season opens
with Beethoven’s Triple
Concerto featuring soloists
Rita Sloan (piano), Nicholas
Tavani (violin) and Alan
Richardson (cello) under
the direction of Maestro
James Ross.

ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE AT
THE MASONIC MEMORIAL Al

SEE CALENDAR
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Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885 • www.alexsym.org
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Opinion

Our View

Who do our leaders
work for?
The debate about whether or how to restructure Seminary
Road is expected to draw to a close with a vote at Saturday’s
city council public hearing. All parties involved appear to be
frustrated with the process, as three letters on the following
opinion pages attest.
The way this issue has been handled by city staff and city
council raises two important questions about local representative government, which reverberate well beyond what happens on Seminary Road:
Who do our city staff, mayor and city council actually work
for? And to what extent should we expect staff and council to
defer to the wishes of those most impacted by their decisions?
One of the most controversial aspects of the almost twoyear Seminary Road process has been the way input from
non-Alexandrians has been treated as the equal of opinions
expressed by residents.
Surveys seeking input on options for Seminary Road did
not require respondents to list a city or state of residence.
This means that while those who oppose narrowing Seminary Road are almost all local – primarily nearby residents
and city fire officials – those who favor a road diet are as
likely to be bicycle advocates from out of state as they are
Alexandria residents.
Perhaps on some level we all aspire to be citizens of the
world, with no national, state or local boundaries and in
which we only think globally. But in reality, because utopia
doesn’t exist, the United States is a representative democracy,
while the City of Alexandria has a city manager/city council
form of government.
In Alexandria, residents elect the mayor and council, who
function as a legislature and in turn select the city manager,
who functions as an unelected executive. Most other city staff
report solely to the city manager.
The unfortunate aspect of this setup is that unelected,
largely unaccountable city staff wield enormous power over
local decisions through their control of process. And process
includes details such as whether to consider surveys that
don’t include the city and state of respondents.
A cynical analysis of this process would lead to the conclusion that city staff favor the option of narrowing Seminary
Road referred to as a “road diet” and deliberately designed the
process to produce a desired result. We would be less likely to
hold this opinion if this process happened less often.
The second question, concerning the extent to which
our elected officials should listen to residents, is interrelated but different.
Public input isn’t supposed to be a box to be checked so
that city staff, the mayor and city council can then push
through whatever they want. If that’s not our local method
of operation, then why are so few initiatives that come before
council defeated? The only one in recent memory that failed
was the proposed Business Improvement District in Old Town
that met with overwhelming opposition from potentially impacted businesses and residents.
SEE OUR VIEW
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Wonderful care from
city responders
To the editor:
There was a sad incident recently on
our block. An elderly resident, who had
been released from Alexandria Hospital
two days before, called for an ambulance
again. Her husband, whom the neighbors
on the block had been caring for, would
have been left alone. He is also in poor
health. In addition, there were two animals in the house that needed to be fed
and walked.
A call was made to Adult Protective
Services describing their plight. An ambulance arrived and the medics went into
the house to assess the situation and they
agreed that the wife should be transported to the hospital and that the husband
could not be left alone.
The medic made a call to Community
and Human Services and a fire captain
working for the agency that day came to
take command and make decisions. She
was efficient, decisive and caring. She

called the animal shelter, which quickly
sent an employee with two animal carriers to round up the dog and cat. They
will be boarded at a shelter until a later
time. Three Alexandria policemen were
also present in case they were needed.
A second ambulance arrived to take
the husband to the hospital and the fire
captain went ahead to make sure that the
couple did not get separated at the hospital. Husband and wife were placed in the
same room.
Many of the neighbors, myself included, witnessed the goings-on and I was
really impressed and gratified to see how
well the city can respond to this kind of
emergency. I know that the city receives
much grumbling and many complaints. I
just want to be sure that city workers also
receive praise for the work they do.
-Miriam Olinger,
Alexandria

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Open letter to city leaders
on seminary road
To the editor:
We, the 13 undersigned Civic Associations that represent more than
9,000 households in Alexandria, urge
city council to affirm the decision of the
Alexandria Traffic and Parking Board
to keep four traffic lanes on Seminary
Road, with two new crosswalks for pedestrian safety, when council votes at
the Sept. 14 public hearing.
Our unprecedented, grassroots
alliance of civic associations is the
result of the city’s proposal to place a
small stretch of a major arterial roadway on a “road diet” by taking away
half of the existing car lanes. We remain frustrated by the city’s process
and lack of transparency in making
road diet decisions. This has fostered
distrust and raised questions about
accountability measures in our city’s
transportation planning.
This issue is not justifiably about
public safety, as the city’s own data
shows that this portion of Seminary
Road is safe. Data from Vision Zero and
Traffic Records Electronic Data System
shows zero deaths or serious injuries
on this part of the road. How do you
make something safer than zero?
We prioritize safety, too, but manipulating data to give the illusion
that this portion of Seminary Road
is unsafe does not improve safety or
promote trust. The unsafe portion
of Seminary Road that demands attention is the western side around
the I-395 interchange. Plus, the King
Street road diet has yielded limited benefits beyond reduced speeding, which could have been achieved
without reducing car lanes.
Given our need to connect with
INOVA Alexandria Hospital, Alexandria City Public Schools/St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes School, Fire Station #206
and I-395, the TPB correctly determined that car lanes should not be reduced. Notably, city staff said traffic
volumes on Seminary west of Howard
Street are already too high for a road
diet. City growth projections bolster
this finding.
The vast majority of residents in

north central Alexandria are drivers
negatively affected by traffic congestion. Our part of the city has received
no new options in public transit in the
past decade, and none are forecast for
the foreseeable future. According to
the Central Alexandria Traffic Study,
42 percent of the traffic on our roads
is cut-through traffic from outside of
the city. Road diets will not change
this fact and reducing lanes will exacerbate the problem.
The city must do more to incorporate more residents’ viewpoints on
its transportation planning boards
and committees. We are too beholden
to one-size-fits-all approaches coming from special interest groups. Our
commitment to regional connectivity
must be balanced by a commitment to
protecting our own neighborhoods.
Alexandrians want impartial data
and solutions that accurately account
for changes in travel times for school
and emergency personnel, neighborhood cut-through traffic and other
impacts resulting from lane reductions. Council must acknowledge the
unique character of our city neighborhoods in multimodal transportation
planning, preserve arterial roadways
for accessibility and not get ahead of
itself in adopting futuristic measures
that don’t work for today.
We urge city council to uphold the
decision of the Traffic and Parking
Board to maintain Seminary Road
with four car travel lanes and new
pedestrian crosswalks on Sept. 14.
Failure to stand with the TPB and our
civic associations will stifle the will of
the majority. Residents should use the
Call, Click, Connect system to show
support for this position.
-Brookville-Seminary Valley Civic Association,
Cameron Station Civic Association, Clover
College Park Civic Association, North Ridge
Citizens’ Association, Old Town Civic
Association, Parkside at Alexandria, Seminary
Civic Association, Seminary Hill Association,
Seminary Ridge Civic Association, Seminary
West Civic Association, Strawberry Hill Civic
Association, Taylor Run Citizens’ Association,
Wakefield Tarleton Civic Association

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Filling in the Blanks
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Big things are afoot
in ACPS

There is nothing quite like the first and engaging all students in high-qualday of school to inspire us as educators. ity instruction in all of our schools. Our
Visiting every school and seeing smil- expectation is to remove barriers for
ing faces and excited students is possi- students and provide them with the
bly one of the most rewarding experi- supports necessary to achieve within
ACPS and beyond. It is clear that not
ences for any superintendent.
all students are engaged
T.C.
Williams
High
in a high-quality learning
School put on its traditional
environment which can
#ACPSFirstDay show. Stuimpact the academic sucdents were greeted by the
cess of our students. Our
marching band and got to
work around equity will
walk down a red carpet as
also feed into the developthey were cheered by stument of our 2025 Strategic
dents waving banners dePlan – due to be adopted in
claring Titan Pride.
spring 2020 – which will
What is more, our faciliDR. GREGORY
ties also put on a show. The
HUTCHINGS, ED.D establish the road map for
the school division over
floors and hallways were
gleaming, the lawns freshly mowed, the next five years.
One of the main priorities of our work
landscaping trim and multilingual
signs hung. Students and teachers were this year will be social, emotional and
welcomed back to many freshly painted academic learning (SEAL), which aims
classrooms and new carpeting in sev- to develop resiliency, responsible decieral communal areas, and the Mount sion-making, healthy relationships and
Vernon Play Garden was open to smil- empathy. Research continues to show
ing, jumping and laughing elementary that social and emotional learning not
only create a healthy context for learnschool students.
This school year, ACPS is setting a ing to take place, but that these skills acnew standard for our facilities. Our goal tually enhance academic rigor and sucis to keep each one of our schools looking cess with navigating life obstacles.
This fall, our school board will make
beautiful every day of the year. We still
have some work to do to attain this ex- a decision around the model best suitpectation; however, significant progress ed to delivering future high school edhas been made over the past year. We ucational programming through The
will also be asking our students to love High School Project – one of the most
important initiatives that has come out
our schools and help keep them clean.
We will be encouraging students to of the school division in years. We want
apply their environmentally friendly to ensure that our current high school
skills and school ownership by recy- students and future generations of
cling, picking up their trash and keep- high school students are engaged in a
ing our cafeterias clean throughout the wide variety of experiences and handsschool year. The classroom environ- on learning so that they can develop
ment matters when it comes to teach- academic and life skills suited to the
ing and learning. That’s why the ACPS 21st century. Whether we had capaci2020 Strategic Plan has a goal that ty challenges or not at the high school
commits us to improving the condition level, our enhancement and refinement
of all of our schools: “Facilities and the of educational programming is a top
Learning Environment: ACPS will pro- priority to ensure that we are preparing
vide optimal and equitable learning en- our young people for the ever-changing world.
vironments.”
This coming school year, we will
continue our focus on ensuring equity SEE HUTCHINGS
| 38
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Implement bike lanes
called for in master plan
To the editor:
I am writing in response to letters and articles published in the
Alexandria Times about the proposal to repave a one-mile segment of
Seminary Road without adding the
bike lanes specified in the master
plan. As one of many who participated in the 2016 master plan update, I am concerned that we are not
following through.
As a supporter of the “extinction
rebellion,” I am concerned that we
are not ditching fossil fuels quick
enough to halt pollution-driven
mass extinction. It seems clear that
a toxic public process is preventing
action. Other U.S. cities also face this
problem. We can learn from their experiences. Boston, Massachusetts
provides an example. When communities make plans together, they
support transportation options. This
is why support for bike lanes repeatedly polls above 60 percent. This is
why we in Alexandria specify robust
bicycle, walking and transit networks in our master plan. Because
fights over specific streets are universally nasty, Boston now requires
that all repaved streets be brought
into compliance with their transportation master plan. In the debate
over Seminary, I read that my membership in a regional bicycling association makes me an outsider in my
own community and that advocates
for safer streets are running secretive private organizations. Genuine
pleas for safety are dismissed us-

ing cherry-picked data; people who
avoid bicycling on Seminary out of
fear, including myself, are repeatedly told to go ahead and ride on Seminary because “the data says it’s safe.”
Bike-lane opponents seem to
think this is a funny joke, as they
keep repeating it. Safe streets advocates on Alexandria’s boards and
commissions are subjected to character assassination and pressured to
resign. We are told they are biased
and unfit to serve. In one case an
overheard f-bomb, part of a private conversation – my friend was
venting to me and me only – was
repeatedly mischaracterized as a
public statement. It wasn’t.Public
fights over specific streets projects
are as predictable as they are toxic.
While I do my best to focus on the
issues and tune out the insults, I
have reached a point where words
cannot express the utter contempt
that I feel for some of my so-called
neighbors. I don’t want to feel this
bitterness, but cannot fix it by
myself. We need to act together.
Our current system, where civilized planning in 2016 leads to a
street-fight over implementation in
2019, is not working. As shown by
a referendum in Phoenix, Arizona,
communities support biking/walking/transit networks. Boston’s process, which emphasizes planning
over street fights, suggests a way
forward.
-Jonathan Krall,
Alexandria

HUTCHINGS

porting students and staff in the pursuit of excellence and promoting the
principles of inclusiveness and equity
throughout our school division.
I encourage you to come out to
our community meetings, subscribe
to ACPS Express to stay in touch with
information about our schools and
even consider signing up as a volunteer. We look forward to working with
you, our community, to ensure the
success of all of our students as we
work to make this the best year ever
for ACPS.
-The writer is superintendent of
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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Finally, it is impossible to do this
work without the collaboration of our
entire community and we encourage
you to make your voice heard and
advocate for a brighter future for all
students. We value every voice in our
community and want each and every
one of our schools and buildings to be
a place where all families and members of our community feel welcome.
In ACPS, we have students who
hail from 114 different countries and
speak 119 different languages. We
celebrate our diversity as a strength.
ACPS remains committed to sup-

Alexandrians are
united against
Seminary lane reduction
To the editor:
In your Aug. 29 editorial, “Seminary
Road touches on bigger issues,” you correctly and fairly called out expressions
of a safety problem on Seminary Road
as “misleading and false.” The editorial
also cautioned city council against ignoring citizen input and strong majority public support for maintaining four
lanes on Seminary Road with new safety improvements.
Despite what is clear public opinion,
some in city hall continue to baselessly
assert that the public is divided. In reality, the residents of Alexandria are overwhelmingly united in support of maintaining four lanes with additional safety
improvements for pedestrians. The advocacy for bike lanes in Alexandria and
reduction of traffic lanes on Seminary
Road mainly comes from regional and
national bike lane lobbyists and corporate interests that have appeared to
launch astroturfing campaigns.
At the June 24 Traffic and Parking
Board hearing, a significant number of
speakers in favor of bike lanes identified
themselves as non-Alexandrians. Earlier in the year, the Washington Area Bicycle Association sponsored a petition
in favor of bike lanes that specifically
instructed signatories that they need
not identify their city and state of residence. Of note, the city champions this
petition as evidence that the public is
divided on the issue.
The WABA petition wouldn’t be the
first time that non-residents weighed
strongly in Alexandria’s affairs. A review of the record in the King Street
bike lane additions revealed that nearly
half of the petition signers in favor of
city hall’s grossly underused bike lanes
were non-Alexandrians. And, when
more closely examined, the letter-writing campaign was substantially verbatim letters with few stating a city and
state of residence.
Even more egregious, this pattern continued in the widely reported
slaughterhouse litigation against the
city. When pressed on the issue, the city
stated in court pleadings that it places
as much value on the opinions of outof-town special interests as it does on

its own residents. The Seminary Road
issue is following the same trajectory of
favoring the opinions of non-Alexandrians on a matter of keen local interest.
In addition to advocacy lobbies,
there are also massive corporate interests at play. One local bike lobby group
lists Transurban and Lyft as two of its
main donors. Transurban has the $500
million contract for HOT lanes on I-395
and thus a financial interest in creating
local congestion near HOT lanes that
would spike demand. Lyft has a financial interest in increasing demand for
its ridesharing and scooter services.
In addition to Transurban and Lyft,
the Lime scooter corporation, working
expressly with the Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, joined in the effort. In a mass text
message, Lime specifically requested
for customers to pressure city hall and
again stated that there is no need to include city and state of residence.
These tactics serve to convey a false
sense of support by Alexandria residents for arterial lane reduction, new
bike lanes and, according to public information from Inova Alexandria Hospital and the Alexandria Fire Department, unnecessary risk in emergency
response.
By definition, the noted activities
are examples of astroturfing: an organized activity intended to create a false
impression of a local grassroots movement that is in reality controlled and
financed by lobbyists and corporations
with scant local support. Unfortunately
for Alexandrians, the line between city
hall and the bike lobbyists and corporate interests has become difficult to
discern.
We encourage city council and the
mayor to listen to the residents who
elected them, cast a skeptical eye to
organized lobbying efforts from special interest groups and corporations
and restore faith in their ability to
serve our needs. Support four lanes
on Seminary Road with safety improvements for pedestrians.
-Alexis Sargent,
Alexandria
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

The day the hurricane came to Alexandria
While Alexandria was
spared the effects of Hurricane Dorian, our town has
not always been so fortunate.
In fact, Alexandria has a long
history of vicious storms.
A hailstorm on June 2,
1879 shattered almost every
window pane in the city that
faced west. But the worst for
a long time was the Sept. 29,
1896 cyclone, now known as
the Cedar Keys Hurricane.

In total, the giant storm destroyed approximately $9.6
million in property, which
today would equal approximately $289 million. The
storm killed more than 202
people along the East Coast.
Rather than covering
the broad destruction of the
storm, the Sept. 30 Alexandria Gazette focused on the
storm’s destruction in Alexandria. It read, in part:

The accounts of the 1896 Cedar
Keys Hurricane are a harsh
reminder that though rare, hurricanes
can reach Alexandria. The loss of life
and property that night 123 years
ago serves as a stark warning that
hurricanes are never a joking matter.”

OUR VIEW
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Yes, NIMBYism is alive
and well, and small concerns
by a few generally should not
stand in the way of the greater good. But conversely, the
wishes of a small number of
advocates/lobbyists/zealots
should not overrule the clear
wishes of residents from large
swaths of Alexandria. This is
true for Seminary Road – but

it’s also true for other issues.
Perhaps the most honest
and convincing input on the
Seminary Road debate came
from former Alexandria Fire
Chief Robert Dube. While
Dube, in an interview with
Alexandria Times editor Missy Schrott, declined to comment on Seminary Road in
particular, he clearly stated
that he believes narrowing
major roads in general is

“Death … was following
in the wake of the disturbance, and in two instances
at least, bricks and debris
had crushed out human life.
Mr. Stewart was killed outright while sitting in a back
room of his home on the
north side of the 500 block
of Cameron Street.”
The collapse of a wall from
his neighbor’s house collided
with his chimney, and its subsequent collapse rained bricks
and mortar on Mr. Stewart,
killing him instantly.
Other buildings also suffered damage. Third Baptist
Church on the northeast
corner of Patrick and Princess Streets suffered extreme damage to all parts
of its building, except for its
bell tower. Schuler’s Hall on
the south side of King Street
between Patrick and Henry
had its southern wall blown

detrimental to public safety. Will council consider the
professional opinion of its
own former fire chief when
deciding whether to narrow
Seminary Road and other
main city arteries?
We believe city council
should heed the clear preference of Alexandrians and
leave Seminary Road at four
lanes. We also believe this is
unlikely to happen, and that

in, and falling bricks turned
its wooden stage into little
more than kindling.
The resident of 124 S.
Fairfax Street, John Heisley,
barely saved his three children from a chimney that
collapsed on the bed that
they had been sleeping in.
In total, approximately 200
buildings suffered damage
in Alexandria, at approximately $100,000 worth of
damage in 1896 currency.
The accounts of the 1896
Cedar Keys Hurricane are a
harsh reminder that though
rare, hurricanes can reach
Alexandria. The loss of life
and property that night 123
years ago serves as a stark
warning that hurricanes are
never a joking matter.
Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

the goal all along has been for
council to consider, then pass,
the road diet alternative.
Alexandrians can take
heart from the following:
If your local elected representatives do not heed your
clear wishes, then you have
the ability to vote them out
of office. Saturday’s Seminary Road vote may be the
first salvo in the 2021 local
election.
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Weekly Poll

Jordan Wright

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week

This Week

Alexandria is about to celebrate the Torpedo Factory’s
100th anniversary as a building, and 45th anniversary
as an art center. What are your thoughts about the
Torpedo Factory?

Saturday is the first city council public hearing of the
fall term. What do you think is the most important issue
council will decide this term?

36% The art center is one of Alexandria’s great attractions.
34% Its art and history are equally important.
15% I love the historic aspects.
15%I’m not sure.
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Publisher & Executive Editor
ddunbar@alextimes.com

A) Seminary Road restructuring.
B) Whether to allow or ban scooters.
C) Whether to turn lower King Street into a pedestrian zone.
D) Something else.
E) I’m not sure.
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SEMINARY

Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Serving your neighborhood since 1980

Fall Inspections
Special

$69.95 per system
• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other
offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by November 30.

www.rbincorporated.com

BEST IN BUSINESS
AWARDS
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associations. Tran was unable
to vote since the BMCC hadn’t
paid its dues to AFCA at the
time of the meeting.

The decision

Prior to the AFCA meeting, the group of 13 civic
associations that had banded together in favor of four
lanes had met with each of
the six members of council
and Mayor Justin Wilson, according to Carter Flemming,
president of the Seminary
Hill Association.
Flemming reported that
during those discussions with
the mayor and council, most
councilors said they weren’t
going to commit to one alternative or the other prior to the
public hearing.
Bryan Kirkes, co-chair of
the AFCA, said that in a July
meeting with Wilson, Wilson
gave the impression that he
was in favor of a road diet.
When asked about the
claim, Wilson said that was

not true, and that he would
not take a final view until after he has heard public testimony on Saturday.
However, Wilson said he
has perspectives on the issue.
“Ultimately, my principles for looking at something
like this, I’m always trying to
improve safety, I’m always
trying to improve the ability
for all users to get around our
city, particularly pedestrians,”
Wilson said. “As it relates to
Seminary, one of my largest
priorities citywide as it relates
to infrastructure is around
sidewalks. … One of the issues
that’s been surfaced on Seminary is you have a missing
sidewalk section, and I think
that’s a problem.”
On Saturday, staff will
present the TPB four-lane proposal as its recommendation.
In addition, because a group of
residents submitted an appeal
requesting that the road diet
be presented as well, staff will
also detail that alternative for
council.
“I think the point is that

staff is presenting alternative
one [the TPB recommendation] and alternative three
[the road diet],” Orr said. “The
recommendation is for one,
but council can do whatever they want. They can make
whatever decision.”
As the contentious, yearlong community engagement
showdown nears a climax,
supporters on both sides are
gathering the final signatures
on their petitions and polishing their three-minute testimonies. When the two sides
go head-to-head on Saturday,
the final decision will be up to
council.
“It is a very polarized discussion and it’s unfortunate,
and unfortunately, I think it’s
gotten very personal for a lot
of folks on both sides,” Wilson
said. “But I’m hopeful that
on Saturday we’re going to
have a respectful hearing and
make sure everyone’s heard
and council will figure out
where the right place to be is.”
-mschrott@alextimes.com

STEPHANIE LANDRUM

SPONSOR

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

The Traffic and Parking Board’s recommendation involves maintaining four lanes and adding two HAWK
pedestrian crossing signals.

GET TICKETS

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 | 41

DEATH NOTICES
WELLINGTON GODDIN (95), formerly of Alexandria,
Sept. 5 2019
BULLY HIX (87), of Alexandria, Sept. 1, 2019
DICK T. LECLERE (84), of Alexandria, Sept. 3, 2019
ROY LOFTON (67), of Alexandria, Sept. 1, 2019
ROBERT POLING (91), of Alexandria, Sept. 3, 2019
ROSANNA C. SMITH (91), of Alexandria, Sept. 4,
2019
CODY WINKLER (25), formerly of Alexandria, Sept.
6, 2019

Solutions from last week

Weekly Words

PEOPLE YOU MIGHT KNOW by Paul Coulter, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Island east of Java
5. Test, as gold’s purity
10. Run off to the chapel
15. “___ cares?”
18. Meme-loving CEO Musk
19. Brownish-gray
20. Chatty bird
21. Not just skim
22. Good name for a gardener?
24. Good name for a
Diamondbacks owner?
26. Parsed
27. Rears of boats
29. Sobs
30. ___ Lama
31. Downfall
33. For some time
35. Sci-fi spinoff before “DS9”
37. Bothers
38. “And how!”
39. Afternoon affairs
42. Good name for a color
consultant?
47. Good name for a discount
store manager?
49. Ages
50. At work
54. “Gloria in excelsis ___”
55. Long, long time
56. Took the cake at a bake-off,
say
57. Ins’ counterparts

58. Writers Roberts and Ephron
60. Forebodings
62. Bailout key
63. Nail polish brand
64. Colorful food additive
65. Comforting comment
68. Good name for a sailor?
71. 7, on an old phone
72. Good name for a birdwatcher?
76. “Li’l” character in classic
comics
77. On, as a lamp
78. “Case of the Ex” singer
79. Calendar square
80. Ziti, e.g.
83. Circumvent
85. “___-daisy!”
86. Bee-related prefix
87. “Eureka!”
88. “Kapow!”
91. Total dumps
93. It’s stroked in thought
94. Good name for a Beatles fan?
97. Good name for a road builder?
99. Water balloons, e.g.
100. Singer Yoko
101. Dear, as a signorina
104. Sault ___ Marie
105. Lie next to
107. Big concert venues
110. Baquero of “Pan’s Labyrinth”
114. No fun
116. Senator Kamala

118. Accumulated
120. Good name for a
construction worker?
122. Good name for a Greek
restaurant server?
124. Burn balm
125. Thandie’s “Westworld” role
126. Gave five stars, perhaps
127. Name that’s a sour fruit
backward
128. Cancels, with “out”
129. Photographer Adams
130. Contemptible sorts
131. Tabula ___
DOWN
1. “Go ahead, sulk!”
2. ___ Thompson (Honey Boo
Boo)
3. Devoted
4. Prepares a bounce house
5. 100% complete
6. Used a toothy tool
7. Soft leather
8. First 30-day mo.
9. Private line?
10. Hosts
11. Cowardly Lion portrayer Bert
12. “The True North strong and
free!” anthem
13. 12345 is a weak one
14. Palindromic farm female
15. Little piggy syllables

16. Room at the top of a Clue
board
17. Bookie’s quote
21. Venice’s marketplace
23. Stretching the truth
25. Counterintelligence org.
28. “For shame!”
32. Ho Chi ___ City
34. Go backpacking
36. “Deals of the Day” website
40. Soon, to a bard
41. IRS IDs
42. Precious stone
43. Cropped up
44. Winter formal, for one
45. 100% complete
46. UFO crew
47. Many a CEO’s deg.
48. Threshold
51. Bridge tactic
52. Good name for a car thief?
53. Electra’s brother
57. Passionate refrain in rock
songs
59. Bro, for one
61. Verbal shrug
66. Drive (to do)
67. Chasms
69. Convened, like Congress
70. “... ___ he drove out of sight
...”
73. “Famous potatoes” is on its
license plates
74. Golf gimme

75. Looking at
80. Daddy
81. “Beg pardon ...”
82. Cal State campus near San
Diego
84. Letter before double-u
85. Sch. in the smallest state
89. Often
90. Surprised utterance
92. Its capital is Muscat
93. More witty
95. Like some cheesecakes
96. Unfamous people
98. Defend a hive
101. Library cubicle
102. Singer Grande, familiarly
103. Vacation destination
106. “Bleah!”
108. Stomach problem
109. Preserved, as changes
111. Coffee shop smell
112. Partner of St. Kitts
113. “A Passage to India” woman
114. Powdered cleanser maker
115. Broad valley
117. Dream, in Dijon
119. Merlot and malbec
121. Doc bloc
123. Certain South Asian
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In Memoriam

Lee Roy Steele

Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.
Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann
Sanders Steele
Your son,
Robert Lee Steele
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influenced music with occasional nods to blues, new age and
jazz – all played on a variety of
stringed and percussive instruments. Petteway and White will
be joined by Eli Lev, a D.C.-born
singer and songwriter.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: George Washington
Masonic National Memorial,
101 Callahan Dr.
Information: www.focusmusic.org

SEPTEMBER 19
DNA HISTORIES OF THE CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICA Dr.

Miguel Vilar, lead scientist with the
National Geographic Society’s Genographic Project, will discuss how the
results of genetic mapping through
DNA testing in the Caribbean and
Latin America have helped to uncover
migration patterns and enrich our
understanding of the region’s history.
Registration is preferred.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett

Polishing•Plating•Repair
Open Fridays 10am-4pm

Branch Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org/
event/3053669

SEPTEMBER 19
TASTE OF OLD TOWN NORTH

Celebrate Old Town North, Alexandria’s
Arts and Cultural District, diverse
neighborhoods, wonderful food,
healthy living, the Art League School
and much more. Enjoy tastes from
several of Old Town North neighborhood restaurants, while listening to
great music and chatting with friends
and neighbors. Samplings in past
years have included pizza, barbecue,
Thai chicken and fresh pasta. The
weekly Thursday farmers’ and artisans’
market will be operating, and the playground and dog park will be open.
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: Montgomery Park, 901 N.
Royal St.
Information: oldtownnorth.org/taste

SEPTEMBER 19
BENEFIT CONCERT FOR
FRIENDS OF ROAM Attend the

Let the experts restore your tarnished, worn and broken silver and brass
heirlooms, tea sets, flatware, trays, candelabras, hollowware, tortoise
shell combs, samovars, lamps, hardware, fireplace ... and tools.

Bel-Air House Of Silver
4101 Chainbridge Rd, Suite 108
Fairfax, VA
(703)691-4190
www.belairhouseofsilver.com

Bel-Air House Of Silver
4101 Chainbridge Rd.
Suite 108
Fairfax, VA

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Be A Census Taker
 Extra income
 Flexible hours
 Weekly pay

Apply Online
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

 Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call
1-855-JOB-2020
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
D-1511 | April 2019

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Del Ray Artisans gallery for a musical
performance to benefit Friends of
ROAM, a volunteer-run, Del Raybased organization that helps community youth access music lessons
that might otherwise be unavailable
to them due to costs. This concert
is free for the community, but the
suggested donation is $10. Enjoy live
music, meet local artists and help
Friends of ROAM bring music to kids’
lives.
Time: 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

SEPTEMBER 21
ARTS ON THE HORIZON 5K
FUNDRAISER Join Arts on the

Horizon as it hosts its second annual
5K fundraiser. Families are invited
to run or walk to support Arts on the
Horizon’s arts education programs and
performances. Registration is $25.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: Fort Hunt Park, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road
Information: www.artsonthehorizon.
org

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL KING
STREET ART FESTIVAL Histor-

ic King Street transforms into an
outdoor art gallery with original fine
artwork by more than 200 artists
from around the country. Enjoy live
music and interactive art activities,
as well as The Art League’s ice cream
bowl fundraiser and the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s second annual Beer
& Wine Torpedo Garden. This event is
free and open to the public.
Time: Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: King Street from Washington to Union streets
Information: visitalexandriava.com/
artfest

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

AUCTIONS
ESTATE AUCTION. Saturday,
September 14, 2019-10:00
AM. 1478 Cartersville Rd.
(Route 45) Cumberland, VA,
23040. Real estate-79+/acres- Home -WorkshopPond - Valuable Timber. Guns
- Antiques - Furniture - Tools
- Personal Property. www.
TilmansAuctions.com VA#348

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions
statewide or in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your target audiences. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-5217576, landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get
FAA approved hands on Aviation
training. Financial aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance SCHEV
certified 877-204-4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS
NEED CDL DRIVERS?
Advertise your JOB OPENINGS statewide or in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions to reach
truck drivers. Call Landon
Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or statewide. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions that get results!
Call Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net
VETERAN BONANZA 0Down
$399K 6A 2Houses Airbnb$ http://www.willowrocks.
net Views, Stream, Garage.
Roanoke VA 24101 near
Smith Mountain Lake. CALL
5406500714. SEE tinyurl.com/
jubal7638 AND tinyurl.com/
jubal-video
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

at 703-619-8316 or email
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE
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RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA
FINANCE DEPARTMENT/
PURCHASING DIVISION
SUITE 301 BANKER’S SQUARE
100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
22314
Sealed proposals for the City of
Alexandria per specifications will
be received in the office of the
Purchasing Division until the date
and time designated as follows:
Title: Request for Proposals No.
841, Department of General Services (DGS) Staffing Model
Non-Mandatory Pre-proposal
Conference: September 19th, 2019
@ 2 p.m. local time:
Purchasing Conference Room, 100
N. Pitt St, Suite 301, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314
Closing Date and Time: October
10, 2019, 4:00 p.m., prevailing local
time.
For general inquiries contact
Darryl Jackson, CPPB Contract
Specialist III at darryl.jackson@
alexandriava.gov.
The City of Alexandria reserves
the right to reject any and all
proposals, cancel this solicitation,
and to waive any informalities or
irregularities in procedure. THE
CITY REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School
Board will hold a public hearing
on the FY 2021 Combined Funds
and FY 2021-2030 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) budgets
during the regular School Board
Meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September 26, 2019, in the
School Board Meeting Room
located at 1340 Braddock Place,
Alexandria. For more information or to register to speak at
the public hearing, please
contact the Clerk of the Board

PUBLISHING NOTICE
Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS
Monday, October 7, 2019
7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall
301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Information about this item may
be obtained from the Department of Planning & Zoning, 301
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone:
703.746.4666 or on the City’s
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
dockets.
BZA #2019-0006
121 South Henry Street
Public hearing and consideration
of a request for a variance from the
south side yard setback to convert
a building used for office to a
single-family residential dwelling;
zoned: CD/ Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: Brendan Owens

[Full name(s) of owner(s):]

Bottle & Cork Inc
________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Revel Wine & Craft Beer Bar
Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

1600 Belle View Boulevard
____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade)

Alexandria
____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town)

Fairfax County
______________________________________________________

Virginia
____________

(county)

(state)

The above establishment is applying to Ì iÊ VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROLÊ 

Want to get
your news
a day before
everyone else?

Subscribe to
Alexandria Times
E-edition to get
your news delivered
to your email
Wednesday night.
www.alextimes.com/
sign-up-to-receivee-edition

®Ê 1/",/9

Êfor aÊ ________________Wine
_____________and
___________Beer
____________On
________and
___________Off
________Premise
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________Ê license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

Vanessa Moore

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov
or 800-552-3200.

näxxÓÊÀiÛ°ÊäÇÉÓä£n®° This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please

For reasonable disability accommodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

22307
____________

(zip + 4)

refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately)Êwith questions.
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Let’s Talk About the Fall Market!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

6101 Fairview Farm Drive #204
The Crest of Alexandria | Alexandria

3904 Keller Avenue
Fairlington | Alexandria

1931 N Cleveland Street #610
Cleveland House | Arlington

Spacious two-bedroom, two-bath condo
in brand new 55+ community! High-end
features, outdoor kitchen, walking trails +
more! Represented the Buyer.
Offered at $446,900

Beautifully renovated two-bedroom, oneand-a-half-bath townhouse with gorgeous
white kitchen, open floor plan, private
outdoor space. Represented the Buyer.
Offered at $429,900

Charming condo with refinished floors,
newer white kitchen & bath, fresh neutral
paint, reserved parking, extra storage &
balcony. Commuter’s dream!
Offered at $270,000

5th Annual Open Doors to Independence Breakfast
To benefit Community Lodgings
Thursday, September 26, 2019 | 8-9 AM
Beth El Hebrew Congregation | 3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria
Community Lodgings’ mission is to help families lift themselves out of poverty. This event is a great way to
learn directly from their clients how this program has impacted their lives and how you can help.

To register for this no cost event go to www.communitylodgings.org or call 703.549.4407.

I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an
extensive network of agents in other locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Donna Cramer

Member, NVAR Top Producers
703.627.9578 | dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

