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Art Festival
Booths lined King Street 
last weekend for the King 
Street Art Festival.
Pages 31 & 32

City Council
Legislative session covers 
transportation funding, P&Z 
staff positions.
Page 7

INSIDE

With the arrival of Vir-
ginia Tech, the local 
business community 
looks to the future

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce released 
its 2020 legislative agenda 
on Sept. 19, laying out the 
issues the organization will 
advocate for throughout the 

next calendar year. 
With the Virginia Tech 

Innovation Campus coming 
to Potomac Yard, the cham-
ber is focused, moreso  than 
in past years, on what the 
future holds for Alexandria’s 
business community.

“We’re really excited 
about this 2020 agenda be-
cause Alexandria is at a re-
ally exciting time with the 
attention we are getting 

nationally for the win of 
getting Amazon and Vir-
ginia Tech and the innova-
tion that that will bring to 
the city,” Maria Ciarocchi, 
chief operating officer at 
the chamber, said.

Every year, the cham-
ber of commerce’s govern-
ment relations committee – 
which is made up of around 

ASO music director focuses on female composers, local connections

The Alexandria Sympho-
ny Orchestra will open its 
2019-2020 season on Oct. 
5 with a diverse set of pro-
grams that will feature both 
familiar classics and ab-
stract, adventurous pieces. 

Music Director James Ross’ 
sophomore season will con-
sist of five programs that he 
has entirely designed. Ross 
was named music director in 
May 2018, replacing longtime 
ASO Director Kim Kluge. Ross 
joined the ASO after the orga-
nization had already named 
the major works to be featured 
last season, but this year, he’s 
taken total charge. 

“This season is really 
his from start to finish,” 

Melynda Wilcox, president 
of the ASO board of trust-
ees, said. “It really shows 
his creativity and ingenuity 
and also the thoughtfulness 
he puts into putting a pro-
gram together.”

Major themes that will 
traverse the entire season are 
diversity of composers and 
community influences. 

“Jim has found some ab-
solutely wonderful music,” 
George Hanson, ASO execu-
tive director, said. “I’ve been 
doing this since the 1980s, and 
I’m finding some pieces that 
are absolutely fascinating.”

The slate of compos-
ers to be featured includes 
men and women from a 
range of time periods, as 

well as various ethnic and 
geographic backgrounds. 
One demographic Ross is 
working to incorporate into 
his programming is female 
composers, many of whom 
were overshadowed in their 
times by their brothers and 
husbands who were also 
composers. 

“We just noticed that 
something strange hap-
pens: History wipes out 
the presence and talents 
of these women compos-
ers, maybe partly because 
they’re women and the 
times they lived in and 
maybe also because they 
were kind of eclipsed in a 

BY MISSY SCHROTT
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ASO at George Washington Masonic Memorial.

COURTESY PHOTO
Tina Franco at the Alexandria Times booth at the King Street Art Festival.
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Chamber of commerce releases 
2020 legislative agenda

Symphony prepares for 2019-2020 season 
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS

Coming Soon

Fabulous 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick and stone colonial with 
attached 2 car garage built by a prominent builder in 1948 

as his personal residence.  Over 4,600 sq. ft. of interior space 
with generous room sizes, tall ceilings, custom built-ins 
and 3 fireplaces. Many recent updates including a brand 
new Master bath and replacement windows throughout. 

Spacious 9,315 sq. ft. lot with an irrigation system.  

OLD TOWN/WASHINGTON SQ.

Wonderful 3 bedroom 
(including 2 suites), 3.5 bath 

home in South Old Town 
with an attached garage plus 

and underground parking 
space! Over 2,000 sq. ft. of 
living space on 4 levels with 
2 relined wood burning fire-
places, hardwood floors and 
crown molding throughout. 

Entry level family room 
with fireplace, half bath and 
French doors to the patio. 
Updated kitchen with pass 

thru to the living room with 
Juliette balconies, fireplace 
and separate dining room.  
Steps from shopping and 

restaurants!

$799,900 
OLD TOWN

Beautifully updated 3 
bedroom, 2.5 bath resi-
dence in the sought after 

S.E. quadrant of town just 
a couple of blocks from 

shopping and restaurants 
on King St. This historic 
plaqued home with over 
2700 sq. ft. of interior 

space features beautiful 
random width floors, 3 gas 
fireplaces, dual staircases, 

period woodwork and 
built-ins. Georgetown 

patio with private garden 
and side walkway to access 

the street.  

$1,495,000

Charming 2/3 bedroom, 2 bath bungalow on a spacious 
lot with a bonus 2 car garage with an  unfinished upper 
level office!  Living room with vaulted ceilings, updated 

eat-in kitchen with granite counters, natural wood 
cabinetry and SS appliances. Spacious walk-out lower 

level features a family room with built-ins, 2nd full 
bath, den/guest room and laundry room.  Screened back 
porches on main and lower levels, fenced back yard with 

alley access and endless opportunities for expanding! 
Steps to “The Avenue” and convenient to METRO!

DEL RAY

$849,000

ROSEMONT

$835,000 - SOLD

Delightful Aladdin Catalog Craftsman Bungalow 
blocks from METRO and Maury Elementary! 

Loads of charm and character in this 2/3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with a wide wrap around porch, 10’+ ceilings and 
tall windows. Living room with relined wood burning 

fireplace and French doors to a den. Spacious dining room 
and light filled eat-in kitchen with access to screened in 
back porch. Large walk-out lower level with recreation 

room, full bath and lots of storage. Fenced back yard with 
gardens, patio and off street parking! 

DEL RAY

Vintage Sears Crescent home with separate 
rear studio blocks to METRO! Charming 3 
lvl home built in 1920 on a large private corner lot with 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths and off street parking. Invit-

ing living room with French doors to the dining room. 
Main lvl den and kitchen with access to the fenced yard 
with a deck, lawn, gardens and rear studio. Two main lvl 

bedrooms with a full bath and a Master suite with en suite 
bath and skylights on the upper level. Unfinished lower lvl 

with outdoor egress.

$740,000 - SOLD
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Visitor spending in Al-
exandria hit an all-time 
high, Visit Alexandria 
announced at its annual 
meeting on Monday, ac-
cording to a news release.

Revenue in fiscal year 
2019 rose to a record $859 
million, a $33 million in-
crease over last year, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Virginia Tourism Cor-
poration. The increase is 
part of a larger trend in the 
city, as Alexandria’s tourism 
economy has grown steadily 
over the past six years, ac-
cording to the release.

Tax revenue generat-
ed by visitors represented 

71 percent of Alexandria’s 
sales, meals and lodging 
tax receipts, which saved 
the average household 
$673, according to the re-
lease.

FY2019’s record-break-
ing revenue numbers pro-
duced $27.9 million in lo-
cal tax revenue while, in 
general, travel supported 
6,583 jobs, or 7 percent of 
the workforce in the city, 
according to the release.

Visit Alexandria also 
had increased media cov-
erage, social media en-
gagement, hotel occupan-
cy and membership in FY 
2019, according to the re-

lease. This year’s success is 
attributed to a new region-
al marketing campaign, 
the opening of Waterfront 
Park and King Street Cor-
ridor Initiative projects, 
according to the release.

With FY2020 already 
here, Visit Alexandria is 
looking to sustain this 
level of growth, according 
to the release. In FY2020, 
Visit Alexandria will un-
veil a new destination 
advertising campaign, 
promote neighborhood 
content and market the tall 
ship Providence, according 
to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

On Sept. 20, 14 Alexandria 
businesses, nonprofits and city 
departments took part in the 
global PARK(ing) Day move-
ment, designing and hosting 
parklets with seating, art dis-
plays and even adoptable pup-
pies throughout the city.

PARK(ing) Day is a glob-

al event where local orga-
nizations take over public 
parking spaces and create 
temporary parks for pedes-
trians. The annual event 
occurs on the third Friday 
of September in more than 
160 cities.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Alexandria tourism 
spending hits record high 

Alexandria celebrates 
PARK(ing) Day 

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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“INNOVATIVE FRENCH AND ITALIAN CUISINE SINCE 1990” 
4231 DUKE ST  ALEXANDRIA,  

VIRGINIA 22304
(703) 370-7900   

TEMPORESTAURANT.COM

On Monday, a jury con-
victed Daniel Kankam, 44, 
an Alexandria business own-
er, of killing his girlfriend, 
according to a news release 
from the Office of the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney.

Kankam was convicted 
of murdering Somaya Hus-
sein Ahmed, 35 – an “inti-
mate partner” according to 
the release – in her South 
Van Dorn Street apartment 
on Jan. 11, 2019. 

Hussein Ahmed’s room-
mate found Hussein Ahmed’s 
body that day and called 911, 
according to the release. Hus-
sein Ahmed was taken to the 
medical examiner, who de-
termined that she had died of 
an intraoral gunshot, mean-
ing the gun had been deep 
inside her mouth when fired. 
The medical examiner said at 
the trial that the wound was 
atypical of suicide, according 
to the release.

Hussein Ahmed’s room-
mate mentioned to police that 
Hussein Ahmed had been in 
an intimate, volatile relation-
ship with Kankam, a married 
man and owner of security 
company K-1 Tactical Secu-
rity, according to the release. 
Hussein Ahmed had been 

Kankam’s employee before the 
relationship turned romantic, 
according to the release. 

Police seized Hussein 
Ahmed’s cell phone and 
found several video clips that 
were relevant to the case, 
including one filmed min-
utes before Hussein Ahmed’s 
death that showed Kankam, 
clad in security gear and car-
rying a holstered firearm, 
telling Hussein Ahmed, “You 
should be scared.” 

Evidence presented at the 
trial established that Kankam 
sent texts from Hussein 
Ahmed’s phone in an attempt 
to establish a fake alibi and re-
moved his firearm and a fired 
cartridge from the scene, ac-
cording to the release.

Alexandria police inter-
viewed Kankam on Jan. 12, 
2019. Kankam denied that he 
killed Hussein Ahmed, ac-
cording to the release. After 
being arrested, Kankam called 
a family member from jail and 
told her to get rid of a bag. 

APD was alerted and 
recovered the bag, which 
contained Kankam’s Glock 
pistol, a fired cartridge case 
and the security vest, cov-
ered in Hussein Ahmed’s 
blood, that Kankam had 

been wearing in the video, 
according to the release.

At trial, Kankam claimed 
that he was in Hussein 
Ahmed’s bathroom at the 
time of her death. Testi-
fying in his own defense, 
Kankam claimed that he 
was unsure if her death was 
a suicide or the result of an 
unknown assailant, accord-
ing to the release.

The jury convicted 
Kankam and recommended 
he serve 23 years in prison 
for first-degree murder and 
three years for the use of a 
firearm in the commission of 
murder. The judge will for-
mally pronounce a sentence 
at hearing on Nov. 21.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria man convicted in 
murder of girlfriend

CRIME
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Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5
(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

ImagInary Symphony

Saturday, 
Oct 5, 2019 ∙ 8 p.m.

Sunday,   
Oct 6, 2019 ∙ 3 p.m.

The ASO’s season opens 
with Beethoven’s Triple 
Concerto featuring soloists 
Rita Sloan (piano), Nicholas 
Tavani (violin) and Alan 
Richardson (cello) under 
the direction of Maestro 
James Ross.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Northern Virginia 
Native Plant Sale, which will 
feature twelve vendors from 
Virginia, Maryland and Penn-
sylvania, will take place at the 
Church of St. Clement at 1701 
N. Quaker Lane on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The sale returns to Al-
exandria twice a year, in the 
spring and fall, according to 
its website. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Northern Virginia Native Plant Sale

COURTESY PHOTO

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

STORE CLOSING SALE
FINAL DISCOUNTS ON 
MOST MERCHANDISE!!

80% OFF MOST MERCHANDISE

BARGAIN MERCHANDISE 80% TO 90% OFF
1/2 OFF ALL FABRICS (min. 1 yard) - FINISH THE BOLT 60% OFF

 

 

ALL SALES FINAL DURING THE SALE PERIOD
5515 Cherokee Ave. #101

Alexandria, Va
703-451-8480

info@bonnysews.com

Store hours
Mon-Fri: 10 am-6 pm
Saturday: 10 am-4 pm

Sunday: CLOSED
Sales Terms: Cash, Visa, MC, Discover,  

Debit Card, American Express

Name________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code__________________________________
Coupon Expires 10/1/2019 • Limit 1 Original Coupon per person, per day.

Return this ad and 
coupon for a special 
BONUS of $750,000 in 
CONTEST BONUS PRIZE 
DOLLARS.

      SELECT SEWING AND 
         EMBROIDERY MACHINES 

  AT LEAST

 
1/2 OFF FABRICS
FABRICS 60% OFF IF 
YOU FINISH THE BOLT

Event marks the first of 
a new monthly series

BY LUKE ANDERSON

Alexandria residents are 
setting aside their differ-
ences to discuss racism’s 
impact on American lives, 
from microaggressions to 
mass shootings.

More than 30 people as-
sembled at Alexandria’s 
Black History Museum on 
Sept. 5 to take part in “Mean-
ingful Conversations About 
Racism.” The meeting, host-
ed by the Bahá'í community 
of Alexandria, was the first 
in a series of monthly round 
table discussions designed to 
explore the causes of racism 
and how to end it.

The Sept. 5 meeting’s 
central question, “What can 
we learn from El Paso?,” ref-
erenced the racially charged 
shooting that took place at a 
Texas Walmart in August. 

The two-hour discussion 
was moderated by Selena Oro-
na, secretary of the govern-
ing board of the Alexandria 
Bahá'í Community, and the 
Rev. Quardricos Driskell, pas-
tor of Beulah Baptist Church 
in Alexandria and a professor 
at George Washington Univer-
sity. Although they align with 
different faiths, both have pre-
viously participated in discus-
sion groups interested in elim-
inating racism.

Orona and Driskell said 
that it is essential to work 
together to challenge racism 
and make Alexandria a more 
diverse and welcoming place, 
especially as it struggles to 
overcome a historically rac-
ist past, having been the site 
of sit-ins and lynchings in 
the early 1900s. Participants 
in this month’s discussion 
agreed that “domestic ra-
cial terrorism” is not new to 
the United States, but rather 

deeply rooted in its history.
According to Orona, con-

versations like this are nec-
essary to achieve a “oneness 
of humanity,” a core princi-
ple of the Bahá'í faith. Nearly 
a year ago, she and a few oth-
ers started meeting at a local 
coffee shop once a month for 
informal talks on racism. At 
the same time, Driskell and 
members of his congregation 
were having similar conver-
sations in the basement of 
their church. When the two 
groups became aware of their 
shared concerns, they decid-
ed to merge together and 
open the discussion up to the 
community.

The meetings were de-
signed to create a dialogue, 
but they also offer an oppor-
tunity to strategize solutions. 

Orona urged the commu-
nity to consider all viewpoints 
regarding the “epidemic of 
racism that is deep in our 
country and in our psyche.” 
She stressed the importance 
of “going with an open heart,” 
rather than trying to change 
others’ perspectives.

“We don’t just want mere 
conversations,” Orona said. 
“We want to start putting 
these conversations into ac-
tion.”

Mayor Justin Wilson was 
present during the discus-
sion to listen in on the con-
cerns and ideas being voiced. 
A D.C. native, he is the son 
of a black father and white 
mother. Even in the ‘70s and 
‘80s, he said, interracial mar-
riage was considered taboo, 
and his biraciality set him 
apart from his peers.

Eradicating racism is some-
thing Wilson said he is actively 
striving for as a policy maker. 
Five days after “Meaningful 
Conversations About Racism,” 
city council voted in favor of 
renaming Columbus Day as 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 

When asked if the conver-
sation on racism had any role 
in this decision, Wilson said, “I 
was always inclined to support 
that change. I do think that is 
one small, but symbolic way of 
breaking [racism] down.”

The renaming came about 
a year after council’s unani-
mous vote to change Jeffer-
son Davis Highway, named 
after the Confederate presi-
dent, to Richmond Highway. 
City council is also having 
conversations on what to do 
about the Appomattox statue 
at the intersection of Wash-
ington and Prince streets, 
Wilson said.

One participant at the 
Sept. 5 discussion expressed 
disappointment in the edu-
cational system’s one-sided 
teachings and its failure to 
properly acknowledge the 
shameful parts of American 
history. She said she was par-
ticularly frustrated with how 
the story of Christopher Co-
lumbus is handled and that 
lesson plans turn his explo-
ration into a celebration, ig-
noring the traumatic effects 
it had on Native Americans.

“Monochromatic history 
has always been a struggle 
for us,” Wilson said. 

Wilson added that he in-
tends to focus on addressing 
institutional racism, such as 
the wealth gap and housing 
challenges for people of color.

“What we are experiencing 
in this country is fear, wheth-
er it is grounded in reality or 
myth, this fear of the other,” 
Driskell said. “Whoever the 
other might be, we are often 
apprehensive about getting to 
know someone who’s differ-
ent. We often unconsciously – 
sometimes consciously – har-
bor these biases and prejudices 
that we are not aware of.”

The discussion leaders 

Residents unite for open 
discussion on racism

SEE RACISM | 9
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BETTY GRISHAM

COLLECTORS’ 
CHOICE 

GREAT ART FOR 
A GREAT PRICE
Sept 29 3pm-6pm

Preview. 9/18 - 9/28

$200 Guaranteed 
Art Valued $250+

$45 Chance for 
1 of 3 artworks
Valued $1500+ 

Tickets at: tinyurl.
com/tfaacc19

Mosaic Gallery 
105 District Ave. Fairfax, VA

FREE COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR
Bringing Health and Hope to 

Alexandria’s Uninsured
Sponsored by 

Neighborhood Health and ALIVE!
With support from Alexandria Cares for the Uninsured 

Saturday, October 26, 2019
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

 at
Leonard “Chick” Armstrong Recreation Center

25 W Reed Ave., Alexandria VA 22305
The 2019 Fair will bring health and hope to our 
community’s most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
residents by offering a range of  free diagnostic 

and preventive health services.

For more information contact: 
www.neighborhoodhealthva.org

or call 703-535-5568

Alexandria Times’  

Cause of the Month

certain way by their broth-
ers and that just didn’t seem 
fair to me,” Ross said. 

Ross shines a spotlight 
on some of these forgotten 
female composers, featuring 
five throughout the season. 

“These are women who 
are not only good composers, 
but they have really inter-
esting stories of their own,” 
Wilcox said. “And Jim will 
not only be introducing their 
music to us, but will be intro-
ducing their life experience.”

The season opener features 
“On the Cliffs of Cornwall,” 
by Ethel Smyth, an English 
composer and member of the 
women’s suffrage movement. 

As a tribute to Smyth’s sto-
ry – and a way to incorporate 
the community – ASO invited 
the League of Women Voters 
to set up a table in the lobby of 
the concert so that attendees 
can register to vote. 

“That idea right there 
is so much like an embodi-
ment of the kind of connec-
tion that I am interested in 
helping make: making an 
orchestra whose program-
ming and whose event mak-
ing really feels specific to 
this city,” Ross said. “All 
arts institutions should re-
ally be local in how they 
connect rather than feeling 
that we should be national 
or international.”

The November program 

will also combine a female 
musician and community 
collaboration with “Old Bud-
dhist Prayer” by Lili Bou-
langer, a composer who died 
at age 24. The Alexandria 
Choral Society and Fairfax 
Choral Society will join the 
ASO to perform the piece. 

The fourth program will 
feature “Andante Moderato 
from String Quartet in G ma-
jor” by Florence Price. 

“Florence Price [is] one 
of America’s great unknown 
treasures,” Ross said. “She 
was the first black woman 
composer to have a major 
symphony performed by a 
major American orchestra 
back in 1933 or 1934.”

Other highlights of the 

season include an “imaginary 
symphony” and a multi-media 
take on "The Nutcracker." 

While it’s not unusual to 
hear the twinkling notes of 
“Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy” throughout the holi-
day season, ASO is taking the 
classic ballet to another lev-
el. The December program 
will feature two renditions 
of "The Nutcracker," the well-
known Tchaikovsky suite, as 
well as a Duke Ellington vari-
ation played alongside video 
that follows the story of a 
black girl from Harlem.  

The season opens with 
the ambiguous “imaginary 
symphony,” which Ross de-
scribed as “one of the strang-
est programming ideas that 
I’ve ever had.”

The symphony is a trib-
ute to the 75th anniversary 
of D-Day, which Alexandria 
commemorated in June. 
While a typical symphony 
is written cohesively by one 
composer and expected to 
be played in a specific or-
der, Ross’ “imaginary sym-
phony” takes another route, 
piecing together movements 
from William Walton, Amy 
Beach, Ethel Smyth and Ar-
thur Honnegger. 

“It’s kind of a war se-
quence of one kind or anoth-
er,” Ross said. “In my own 
mind, it’s a narrative that 
sounds like hubris before war 

and then pastoral, what you 
would destroy by warring, 
and then the third move-
ment is like threat. It’s kind 
of water and kind of smash-
ing each other but in a very 
gentle kind of way and then 
the last movement … is a to-
tal war march that comes to a 
harrowing climax.” 

While some of Ross’ 
choices dip into the more ad-
venturous realm, he said he 
worked to ensure the audi-
ence is also able to recognize 
some classic masterpieces. 

Some of the more well-
known pieces to be featured 
this season include Beetho-
ven’s “Triple Concerto” and 
Schubert’s “Symphony No. 5.”

“The stranger our off-
the-beaten-track ideas, the 
more we try to make sure that 
there’s something else paired 
with it on the program that 
will be pleasurable and attrac-
tive to people because they al-
ready know it and know how it 
goes,” Ross said. “You kind of 
try to make it balance out.”

The five programs in ASO’s 
main series will take place be-
tween October and May. The 
symphony will also perform 
several smaller concerts, like 
last year’s Bach, Brandenburg-
ers and Brews performance. 

For ticketing and per-
formance information, visit 
www.alexsym.org. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

PHOTO/P.J. BARBOUR
ASO Music Director James Ross.

ASO FROM | 1
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Polishing•Plating•Repair
 Open Mondays 10am-4pm

Bel-Air House Of Silver 
4101 Chainbridge Rd. 
Suite 108   
Fairfax, VA

Bel-Air House Of Silver 
4101 Chainbridge Rd,  Suite 108   

Fairfax, VA  
(703)691-4190 

www.belairhouseofsilver.com

Let the experts restore your tarnished, worn and broken silver and brass 
heirlooms, tea sets, flatware, trays, candelabras, hollowware, tortoise 

shell combs, samovars, lamps, hardware, fireplace ... and tools.

Council discusses 
transportation prior-
ities, planning and 
zoning staff

BY MISSY SCHROTT

With the first public 
hearing of the fall in the 
rearview mirror, city coun-
cil is back to discussing city 
business and policies at its 
bimonthly legislative ses-
sions. 

At the meeting on Tues-
day, council spent time dis-
cussing funding for trans-
portation, considering a 
potential new position in 
the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning and com-
mending outgoing Clerk of 
Court Ed Semonian for his 
40 years in office. 

Transportation funding 
work session

During a transportation 
funding work session, De-
partment of Transportation 
and Environmental Ser-
vices staff talked to council 
about funding priorities for 
transit in the next six years. 
Council had requested the 
work session at a retreat in 
the beginning of 2019.

“Transportation funding 
priorities and grant cycles 
are fairly long-lead items, 
so this is a chance for you 
to start talking to us about 

the direction that we want 
to take this big ship that 
we are,” T&ES Director Yon 
Lambert said. 

T&ES typically looks six 
years out at transportation 
projects in order to allow 
time to secure local, state 
and other funding, Lam-
bert said. At the meeting, 
staff presented the city’s 
transportation priorities 
for fiscal year 2020 through 
FY2025.

The four main funding 
priorities are public transit, 
with 76 percent of request-
ed funding; “state of good 
repair” projects, 11 percent; 
multimodal transportation, 
8 percent; and smart mobil-
ity, 5 percent. 

About $224 million will 
go toward public transit, 
including WMATA capital 
and DASH. Almost $70 mil-
lion will go toward “state 
of good repair,” which in-
cludes raising road condi-
tions to a grade of B-, as 
well as bridge and side-
walk maintenance. About 
$20 million is planned for 
multimodal transportation 
such as shared-use paths 
and Capital Bikeshare. A 
little more than $11 million 
will go toward smart mobil-
ity. 

Lambert said smart mo-
bility is an important in-
vestment, as it incorporates 

information technology on 
roads and traffic signals in 
order to help manage con-
gestion and optimize limit-
ed road space. 

“Many of the invest-
ments we are making now 
are laying the foundation 
for the system that we will 
be seeing applied in the 
next five to 10 years,” Lam-
bert said.

With lengthy timelines 
for many projects, Council-
or John Chapman asked if 
there’s a better way to keep 
the community engaged 
about big picture transit 
priorities that are still years 
from being implemented.

Lambert said staff could 
work on educating the pub-
lic about what stages certain 
projects are in and the right 
time for community input. 

Funding for a zoning in-
spector

Council appeared dis-
satisfied with staff’s report 
when considering releasing 
$83,595 in contingent re-
serve funding to hire a P&Z 
night and weekend zoning 
inspector. After a lengthy 
discussion, council voted to 
table the item. 

According to the staff 
report, the new position’s 
primary responsibility 
would be responding to 
zoning and noise regulation 
violations after hours and 
on weekends. Staff said that 
in addition to responding to 
complaints about noise, the 
person would also address 
outdoor dining violations, 
realtor sign violations and 
other zoning complaints.  

Currently, P&Z, T&ES 
and the Office of Environ-
mental Quality respond to 

Legislative session 
season is back

“Many of the investments we 
are making now are laying the 

foundation for the system that we will be 
seeing applied in the next five to 10 years.”

– Yon Lambert,
director, 

Department of Transportation and 
Environmental Services

SEE LEGISLATIVE | 39
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Sunday, October 6 • 1:00 pm
Saturday, December 7 • 1:00 pm

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSES

RSVP at www.madeira.org/visitcampus

100% of students graduate 
with 3 internships*

*4 year students

Real-world experience embedded into an ambitious academic 
curriculum prepares girls not only for college, but for life.

Optional tours begin at 12:15 pm

Here’s where  
Student potential

becomes actual.
Fusion Academy is a revolutionary, 
accredited private middle and high 
school where all classes are one-to-
one: one student and one teacher 

per classroom.

Full-Time & Part-Time Academy | Classes for Credit | Tutoring | Enrichment

Fusion Alexandria
333 John Carlyle St., Suite 100

Alexandria, VA 22314
FusionAlexandria.com 

703.535.3130

33 chamber members repre-
senting a range of business-
es – debates, discusses and, 
eventually, drafts an annual 
legislative agenda, Ciaroc-
chi said.

The document then goes 
to the chamber board, also 
composed of around 30 board 
members, for final changes 
and approval.

Although the chamber of 
commerce has close to 800 
members, Ciarocchi said the 
four month-long process and 
makeup of the committees 
results in a document that 
represents the interests of 

Alexandria’s diverse range of 
businesses.

“When we released that 
document … we’ve had about 
60 plus members of the 
chamber give their stamp 
and comment on it, so that 
we really do feel that it is 
a document that is by the 
chamber, for the chamber 
members and the business 
community at large in Alex-
andria,” Ciarocchi said.

The stage is set for 2020 
to be an exciting year in 
Alexandria. Amazon and 
Virginia Tech are planning 
their new campus designs, 
and the chamber also advo-
cates for breaking ground 

on the Potomac Yard Metro 
station, continued to work 
on combined sewer outfall 
remediation and implemen-
tion of smart city infrastruc-
ture like 5G technology.

In order to address these 
items, the chamber advo-
cates at both the local and 
state levels. The agenda an-
nouncement reception on 
Sept. 19 was a starting point 
for conversations that could 
have political impact in 2020.

“We use the [reception] to 
have one on one – or one on 
us – meetings or interactions 
with the elected officials, to 
have a conversation,” Dave 
Millard, chamber chair of 

government relations, said.
At the state level, the Al-

exandria Chamber of Com-
merce, like all chambers, 
lobbies in Richmond. At the 
beginning of the year, every 
chamber of commerce across 
the state goes to Richmond 
to lobby the general assem-
bly. But Alexandria’s cham-
ber strikes out on its own.

“In January or February, 
we have historically decid-
ed not to go with the other 
chambers just because that 
provides us with more face 
time with elected officials,” 
Ciarocchi said.

The Virginia Tech In-
novation Campus is set for 
completion in 2024, but the 
effects of such a major pres-
ence in the region will start 
hitting long before then. 

According to the agen-
da, the chamber will work to 
leverage development and 
educational partnerships 
with the university and help 
throughout the process as 
much as it can.

“As the plans for the in-
novation campus solidify and 
their location is locked and 
set, then it becomes [about] 
whatever we can do to assist 
the Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership in 
attracting their tenants to 
that area,” Ciarocchi said.

The chamber will contin-
ue to invest in partnering 
with Alexandria City Public 
Schools and the area’s pri-
vate schools as well, accord-
ing to the agenda. Expanding 
college preparatory classes 
and internship opportuni-
ties with local businesses are 
both on the agenda for 2020.

Investing in Alexandria’s 
schools is important for at-
tracting members of the 
workforce, something the 
chamber also hopes to do by 
advocating for more work-
force housing, Millard said.

“There are a variety of 
unmet housing needs, and 
I think we’re supportive of 
trying to address and be re-
alistic about that problem 
because we need to solve it,” 

Millard said. “We don’t want 
folks that work in our busi-
nesses having to travel long 
distances every day, by au-
tomobile especially, to get to 
work in Alexandria.”

The chamber is placing 
increased emphasis on pub-
lic-private partnerships in or-
der to find creative space and 
use solutions, according to the 
agenda. The city has already 
funded, but not yet hired, a 
public-private partnership fa-
cilitator, Millard said.

The chamber isn’t just 
focused on improving what 
the city already has, accord-
ing to the agenda. With the 
arrival of two tech-focused 
entities on the horizon, the 
chamber will continue ad-
vocating for “smart city” in-
frastructure changes in the 
city, according to the agenda. 
This includes advocating for 
increased broadband access, 
improved online and digital 
services for licensing permits 
and special use permits, ad-
ditional wayfinding for park-
ing and bringing 5G coverage 
to Alexandria.

“If your employees can’t 
get access to the internet 
as fast as they need it or it 
goes down a lot … then why 
would someone want to lo-
cate in our city when they 
could go to another juris-
diction three to five miles 
up the road that can provide 
them with that technolo-
gy?” Ciarocchi asked.

During its Feb. 26 legis-
lative meeting, city council 
heard a plan to potential-
ly place small cell facilities 
across the city in order to ex-
pand wireless coverage. In the 
future, these could be used to 
support a 5G network.

According to the agenda, 
the chamber will also contin-
ue its focus on improving the 
economic sustainability and 
diversity of the local busi-
ness community in 2020. 

By advocating for the 
modernization of Virginia’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 

CHAMBER FROM | 1
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  I know it’s not right 
and I don’t want an abortion 

but I could sure use some 
support. - Marsha, MA

has been helping save babies’ lives since 1989. Our ads include our 
800# Hotline to connect callers with confidential counseling, 
pregnancy help and post-abortion assistance. With your help, we 
can keep saving the babies.

I paid for my girlfriend’s 
abortion 20 years ago and I’m still 

experiencing grief and recurring nightmares. 
Can you help? - Mark, MN

“

“

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:                                                                  Email: 

Card # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____   
Exp Date:___/___ Security Code:______ 

 Signature X:

 Here is my donation of:    $30    $50     $75    $100     $500   or $________

   Visa     MasterCard    AMEX    My check to PROLIFE Across AMERICA is enclosed

PROLIFE Across AMERICA: totally educational, non-profit, non-political and tax deductible. * 
We never sell or trade donor names – or phone solicit.  PROLIFE Across AMERICA, PO Box 
18669, Mpls, MN, 55418 (612-781-0410) or visit prolifeacrossamerica.org. 

challenged participants to 
recognize prejudices within 
themselves and initiate con-
versations about racism with 
family, friends and neigh-
bors. In this way, organizers 
hope that change will be ac-
tivated on an interpersonal 

level, they said. 
The “Meaningful Con-

versations About Racism” 
discussion series is open to 
the public, including those 
who missed the first session. 
Each month’s session targets 
a different aspect of racism 
and can be experienced in-
dependently from the others. 

The next meeting will take 
place on Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. and 
will focus on stereotypes and 
microaggressions.

Luke Anderson is a freelance 
writer in Alexandria. 
He can be reached at 

aluke1992@gmail.com. 

laws, which are more restric-
tive compared to those in 
Maryland or D.C., the cham-
ber hopes to provide visitors 
and residents with more “ex-
periences,” not just services, 
Ciarocchi said. 

Diversity and inclusion 
are two of the city’s biggest 
priorities, and the chamber 
aims to support policies that 
attract more diverse voices 
to the business community, 
according to the agenda. One 
board member has already 
started leading minority 
business roundtables, which 
will provide ideas for how 
the chamber can improve in 
2020, Ciarocchi said.

The Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce’s 2020 legisla-
tive agenda is full of issues 
old and new, achievable and 
aspirational. But despite 
some sizable ambitions, Mil-
lard said the intent is not 
to let the agenda become a 

dusty, ambiguous mission 
statement.

“The biggest challenge 
is trying to make sure that 
it is not a document that 
just sits on a shelf, that it’s 
a living, breathing, working 
document,” Millard said.

Both Millard and Ciaroc-
chi said they feel confident 
the chamber will be able to 
tackle all these issues and 
make meaningful progress 
in improving Alexandria’s 
business community.

“It is a nice mix of things, 
pieces of it that we can start 
making some real head-
way in the next 12 months 
but then also things that 
are really focused on lay-
ing groundwork and start-
ing to chip away at things 
that we really hope are go-
ing to happen in the next 
two, five, 10 years down the 
road,” Ciarocchi said.

“It’s an exciting chal-
lenge,” Millard said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

RACISM FROM | 5

COURTESY PHOTO
The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce held its 2019 legislative 
reception at the Alexandrian on Sept. 19. 

CHAMBER FROM | 8
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On Sept. 5, 2019, Wel-
lington Goddin, age 95, died 
peacefully at home in the 
company of his wife, Janet, 
and a caring assistant in Key 
West, Florida. Throughout 
life, he was a man of great 
strength, energy, insight, 
creativity and generosity.

He was born in Rich-
mond, Virginia on May 27, 
1924 to Lillian Victoria No-
ble Goddin and Harvie Dill 
Goddin, Jr.  At age 13, Welly 
won the Richmond Soap Box 
Derby Championship and 
went onto the All-American 
Soap Box Derby in Akron, 
Ohio, losing in the first heat. 
At Richmond’s Thomas Jef-
ferson High School, he was 
a star football lineman and 
graduated in 1941. 

Having started at The 
Citadel in Charleston, South 
Carolina, Welly left promptly 
for the Army Air Corps upon 
the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. He served 
as a pilot flying C-47 and C-46 
transport aircraft in the 13th 
Troop Carrier Squadron, 13th 
Air Force in the Pacific. He 
joined the unit in Biak, New 
Guinea and flew through to 
VJ Day in the Philippines. In 
2011, he joined other squad-
ron mates in flying a vintage 
C-47 around Texas during 
their 70th reunion.

After VJ Day, he studied 
briefly at the University of 
Richmond on the GI Bill.  Wel-
ly then honed his skills as a 
salesman for Hamilton Paper 
and Richmond Office Supply 
for several years. He moved 
to Richmond Office Supply’s 
new Washington, D.C. office 
where he was successful with 
multiple sales of Gestetner 
mimeograph machines to 
Congressional offices. 

In the early '50s, Welly 
found his life’s calling in 
real estate and quickly ze-
roed in on Alexandria. He 
was a partner in Jacob & 
Goddin before starting his 

own firm, Goddin Real Es-
tate and later partnering 
with John Walker. He had a 
love for old buildings, his-
toric properties and a flair 
for creative renovation.  He, 
with many others, sought 
to halt a major urban re-
newal project. Many saw 
this as “urban removal” 
destined to destroy a large 
swath of Old Town. Unable 
to halt “progress” but able 
to limit the scope of the 
project, he then sought to 
influence the design to in-
clude broader mixed use 
than purely offices.

Throughout his career, 
Welly was a commercial 
real estate pioneer, lead-
ing the conversion of lower 
King Street from industrial/
wholesale use to a creative 
mix of shops and restaurants. 
He later moved to upper King 
Street, west of Washington 
Street, and continued pro-
moting a mixture of retail, 
restaurants, apartments and 
offices. He breathed new life 
into old structures to house 
many businesses. Some are 
still familiar such as Tav-
erna Kretekou, Wayfarer’s, 
The Lobster Shed/Bullfeath-
ers, Mishas, Five Guys, The 
Bed Store, Table Talk, Bit-
tersweet and the American 
Conservative Union. 

Entering retirement in 
1999, he and Janet tackled 
the extensive renovation 
of  “Tanglewood”, a histor-
ic early 19th Century plan-
tation house in Lynchburg, 
South Carolina and a bunga-
low residence/tropical oasis 
in Key West, Florida. They 
divided their time between 
the two until moving full 
time to Key West in 2012.

Welly was an avid out-
doorsman, always ready 
to join a hunting or fish-
ing trip and led as “Father 
Goose” at the fabled Judy’s 
Waterfowling Club in Ken-
nedyville, Maryland and the 

Chert Mountain Hunt Club 
in Purgittsville, West Vir-
ginia. He was a long-time 
member of the Alexandria 
Businessmen’s Club (ABC), 
the Jamestowne Society and 
later B.N.O in Key West.

Welly is survived by his 
wife, Janet Samson God-
din of Key West, Florida, 
his sister, Dorothy Goddin 
Freeman (Charlie) of Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina, 
his sons Wellington (Laurie) 
Goddin Jr. of Waterford, Vir-
ginia, Harvie Dill (Ann Bay) 
Goddin, II of Edisto Island, 
South Carolina and John Ol-
iver (Lucy) Goddin, of Alex-
andria, grandchildren, Lucy 
Ambler Goddin, John Oliver 
Goddin, Jr., Wellington God-
din, III and Katherine Delay 
Goddin, along with many 
nephews, nieces and cousins.

A memorial service to 
celebrate his life will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Oct. 18, 2019 at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
228 S. Pitt St. in Alexan-
dria. Reverend Oran Warder 
will officiate the service. A 
reception will be held im-
mediately following at the 
Old Dominion Boat Club, 2 
Strand St, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. A family interment 
will be held at 1 p.m on Oct. 
19, 2019 at Hollywood Cem-
etery, Richmond, Virginia 
where Welly will join the 
preceding three genera-
tions of Goddins.

Wellington Goddin

Erin Marie McPherson 
(Garner), age 30, passed 
away on Sept. 13, 2019, from 
complications related to her 
heart. She was a newlywed, 
having met her soulmate, 
Fairfax County police officer 
Andrew James McPherson. 
They were married Jan. 12 
of this year. She was proud 
to be a police officer’s wife. 
Their only source of conflict 
was that Andrew, being a Ca-
nadian, was a Winnipeg Jets 
fan, while Erin was a diehard 
Washington Capitals fan. Ex-
cited parents to be, Erin and 
Andrew were expecting a 
child on March 17, 2020. 

Erin was born and raised 
in Alexandria by Jim and 
Christine Garner.  The oldest 
of three girls, she had two lov-
ing sisters, Taylor and Mor-
gan. The water was her happy 
place. Her endless days in the 
family pool propelled her into 
competitive swimming. She 
would often say it was fitting 
that she was born under the 
sign of Aquarius (water sign) 
and her chosen confirmation 
name was Adjutor, the patron 
saint of swimmers. 

She loved animals and 
was practically a one person 
pet adoption agency, hav-
ing brought many dogs and 
cats into her and her family’s 
homes. She had an infectious 
laugh, an adventurous streak 
a mile wide and was enthu-
siastically nonjudgmental. 
Erin was very creative and 
loved arts and crafts espe-
cially if glitter was involved. 

Her mantra was to “make ev-
ery day count.”

Erin’s passion in life 
was caring for and helping 
people. She graduated from 
Bishop Denis J. O’Connell 
High School in Arlington in 
2007 and from Radford Uni-
versity in 2011, where she 
majored in criminal justice 
and minored in forensic an-
thropology. Her interest in 
forensics took her abroad to 
archeological digs in Israel 
and Egypt and back home 
to internships at the D.C. 
Office of the Medical Exam-
iner and Greene’s Funeral 
Home in Alexandria. Erin 
completed the VCU Med-
ical Program in 2013 and 
became a paramedic and 
began working at South-
side, VA Emergency Crew in 
Petersburg, VA and Lifecare 
Medical Transport.

A mass celebrating Erin’s 
life will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Basilica of Saint Mary, 310 
South Royal Street in Old 
Town Alexandria. Erin will 
be interred in a private cere-
mony at St. Mary’s Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that donations 
be made to the Animal Wel-
fare League at Alexandria-
Animals.org or to Heroes.
org, which is an organiza-
tion dedicated to aid fami-
lies of law enforcement of-
ficers and firefighters who 
have died in the line of duty 
in the Washington D.C. 
metropolitan area.

Erin Marie  
McPherson (Garner)

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO
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CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

78th Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour to feature 
three McVeigh houses

BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour will appeal to any-
one who has ever been curious 

about what it’s like inside the 
opulent and distinctive houses 
in the core of Old Town. 

The tour will feature six 
homes when it returns for its 
78th year on Saturday, in-
cluding three homes with a 
connection to notable Alex-
andrian William McVeigh. 

The homes featured on the 
tour vary in time period – two 
are 18th century, two are 19th 
century and two are 20th cen-
tury – and in decor, from Fed-
eral to traditional to modern. 
All homes will open their first 
floor for display and two will 
open their upstairs living ar-

eas for visitors. One home will 
also display its basement, a 
custom wine cellar with space 
for 2,000 bottles.

“They get access to the 
homes they walk around Old 
Town and look at,” Beverly Po-
lizzi, co-chair of the 78th His-
toric Alexandria Homes Tour, 

said. “There’s got to be some 
kind of curiosity. What does 
someone in the 21st century 
do in a home on a cobblestone 
street that has a gas lamp out-
side and a [historic] plaque?”

The event is a long-stand-

A living piece of history

SEE HOME | 12

PHOTO/JONMARK NAILOR
Two landscape paintings by famed local artist and politician Marian Van Landingham are prominently displayed in the living area of one of the homes on the tour. Further down 
the hall, a golden stained glass window opens to a cabinet bar.
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ing tradition in Old Town 
and for The Twig, the Junior 
Auxiliary of Inova Alex-
andria Hospital. The event 
began as an informal fund-
raiser, with members of the 
Twig opening their homes 
and neighbors' homes to the 

public over the course of one 
day in exchange for a $1 ad-
mission fee. The tour has 
streamlined in the decades 
since and now takes place 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
during the fourth Saturday 
of September. All proceeds 
of the event, including ticket 
sales and sponsorship, bene-

fit Inova Alexandria. 
The addresses of the 

homes aren’t disclosed un-
til the day of the tour, but 
all homes featured on the 
tour are east of Washington 
Street and bounded by Prince 
Street to the south and Prin-
cess Street to the north. To-
gether, the six homes create 

a one-mile walking tour. 
“Some of these homes 

have extensive histories,” Mi-
chele Cumberland, co-chair 
of the tour, said. “We have a 
home that has some unique 
and interesting features, but 
also has an extensive modern 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

George Washington 
funded the education 
of orphans--boys & 
girls--here.

Danny Smith
703.505.7845

dsmith@ttrsir.com
Call me for your real estate needs.

Alexandria  
Academy,  
400 block of South 
Washington St.  

Historic Alexandria

HOME PROFILE

PHOTO/JONMARK NAILOR
Light patterns on the wall at one of the homes on the tour. Two Marian Van Landingham works hang on the wall. 
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During the early years of Alex-
andria, owners were required 
to build on plots of land 
within two years or forfeit 
their ownership. As a result, 
many owners opted to build 
“Flounder” homes, homes 
with one tall side, one short 
side and only one roof line. 
These homes could be built 
more quickly. 

Brothers William Newton 
McVeigh and James Harvey 
McVeigh purchased many 
lots during the 19th century, 
sometimes acquiring lots with 
several smaller buildings. 
William McVeigh often com-
bined the buildings into one 
structure, creating a “curved 
wall” that connected the front 
of the house to a house that 
was originally a Flounder. The 
two structures were connect-
ed by a “hyphen” hallway 
with double doors. Curved 
walls remain a signature of 
McVeigh homes in Old Town.

As for the McVeigh brothers, 
they were divided by the 
Civil War, like many families. 
William sided with the Con-
federacy, while James sided 
with the Union. Once the war 
ended, William lost his prop-
erties due to the Confiscation 
Act. William and James’ 
relationship also never fully 
recovered. 

WHAT IS A  
MCVEIGH HOUSE?
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Experience Miele vacuum cleaners.

Now 20% off.*
* Available on select models only.

Five star quality
Five star value

6201 Blair Rd. NW
Washington, DC
(202) 882-7100

817 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 299-0092
(202) 437-5233MandMappliance.com

Seniors!

Free major appliance 

delivery with paid installaion



14 | SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Fall Inspections  
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by November 30.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 

HOME PROFILE

PHOTO/JONMARK NAILOR 
Top: An ornate green chandelier in the dining area of one of the homes. This home has many unique 
touches, including a working “exit” sign relocated from a New York City theatre.
Bottom: The kitchen area of one of the homes with fish native to the Chesapeake Bay featured on tiles 
throughout. The kitchen offers a spectacular view of the exterior living area.

PHOTO/JONMARK NAILOR
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EXHIBITION: OCTOBER 5-10 
Saturday, 10 am to noon 

Monday-Wednesday, 10 am to 4pm
Thursday, 10am to 2pm
For more information contact 

info@weschlers.com or call 202-628-1281 

Downsizing? Handling an Estate? 
Discover the Weschler’s Advantage 

- Integrity, Expertise, Efficiency

Weekly Metro Auctions - Monthly Metro 
Online Auctions - Quarterly Capital 

Collections Auctions 

Open Consignment Day on the first 
Thursday of Every Month from 9am to 2pm!   

Bring up to five items for a complimentary 
auction valuation!   

Visit weschlers.com for details!   

Weschler’s Auctioneers & Appraisers

40 West Gude Drive, Suite 100
Rockville, Maryland  20850

202-628-1281 | fax 202.628.2366
www.weschlers.com

Serving the auction and appraisal needs of the DC Metro Area and beyond since 1890

American Folk Art and Chinese Export Auction


Friday, October 11th at 10am

The Albert E. and Lindamarie F. Mitchler Collection, Washington, DC
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NANCY PERKINS
m +1 703 402 5599
o +1 703 310 6800
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street,  Alexandria VA

I am Nancy Perkins.  | This is my story. 

WATCH MY FILM: NANCYPERKINS.TTRSIR.COM

“I am inspired by 
my community.”

Watch my film: 
NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Looking to make a move this fall? Call Nancy for a home valuation and the latest market analysis!
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Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com

4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Local Office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
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HOME PROFILE

art collection. Another one of 
our homeowners is a descen-
dent of [the extended] James 
Madison [family].”

The two 18th-century 
homes on the tour, one of 
which is a McVeigh house, 
also have ties to the family 
of George Washington – one 
was owned by Washing-
ton, while one was owned 
by his half-brother, Augus-
tine Washington. One of the 
houses was subdivided into 
five apartments in the early 
20th century and slowly re-
stored into a single-family 
dwelling by two subsequent 
owners. The other, built 
sometime in the mid-1700s, 
has original pine flooring, 
fireplace mantels, cupboards 
and paneling.

Another one of the 
homes was built by William 
McVeigh and originally COURTESY PHOTO

The dining room in one of the homes to be featured on the tour.
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R E A L T O R S®

Alexandria
Old Town

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
Office . 703.549.8700 | www.weichertoldtown.comR E A L T O R S®

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/

DIANN CARLSON
703.628.2440

731 South Lee Street

2 + den

2.5

Offered at: 
$916,00

5422 Gladewright Drive

GREG AND  
JONI KOONS 
703.209.7277

1,962 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$550,000

4

3.5

682 South Columbus Street

CHRISTINE GARNER
703.587.4855 

3

3.5

2,031 sq.ft.

Offered at: 
$799,900

2

3205 Collard Street

3

3

1,816 sq.ft.

LISA MCCASKILL 
703.615.6036

3

Offered at:
$550,000 

221 East Mason Avenue

2/3

2

1,504 sq.ft.

CHRISTINE GARNER 
703.587.4855

Offered at: 
$849,000

3

2

1

1

732 sq.ft.

SANDY MCCONVILLE 
 703.402.1567

1

Offered at: 
$291,500

155 Potomac Passage #430

1

1

2

1

8725 Talbott Farm Drive

BAYA FRANTZ 
703.861.0511

4

3.5

2,080 sq.ft.

SOLD

2

2

Sold

Open Sunday

Contract Pending

2903 Mosby Street

3

2

1,630 sq.ft.

1

FRAN SLADE
904.476.2691

Offered at: 
$649,000
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owned by his brother, James 
McVeigh. In addition to its 
famous owner and builder, 
the home features a num-
ber of other interesting his-
torical touches, including a 
window that was etched in 
by two women, likely some-
time in the 19th century. 
The home also features 
original floorboards, fire-
places and woodwork. 

One featured home is lo-
cated on a rare-for-Old Town 
double lot that the original 
owner built on in the late 
19th century. It was slow-
ly added to by a subsequent 
owner in the early 20th cen-
tury. The house’s ample nat-
ural light is accentuated by 
stained glass windows. 

The other two homes fea-
tured on the tour were both 
built in the 20th century, 
but are situated on histor-
ic properties. One features 

a saltwater pool, while the 
other, which was complete-
ly rebuilt about a decade 
ago, features plentiful and 
personal pieces of art, many 
of which harken back to the 
origins of the owner’s inter-
esting life, decades of which 
were spent abroad. 

“In one of them, you’ll see 
not-quite-18th-century an-
tiques and more traditional 
colors. … Some of the oth-
ers, they have modernized, 
but you can tell it’s an old 
home. They have the base-
boards and the cornices and 
the baseboards on the ceil-
ing; they all have the original 
flooring,” Polizzi said. 

Polizzi and Cumberland 
said it’s the lived-in fea-
tures that make the homes 
tour special. It’s not the 
same experience as you get 
in a museum – it’s a realis-
tic look at how people are 
living in older homes.

“They’re not necessarily 

period accurate and that’s 
part of the fun, to see what 
they do with it,” Cumber-
land said.

Every home on the tour 
has been matched with a 
florist who is working with 
the homeowner to create an 
arrangement that is compat-
ible with the owner’s per-
sonality and the home’s de-
cor. The day of the tour, each 
room will be staffed by do-
cents, the majority of which 
are Twig members, who 
will walk visitors through 
the history and interesting 
points of each room.

Though the homes tour 
has traditionally been a hy-
perlocal event, Polizzi and 
Cumberland said the homes 
tour is also a regional event 
that’s fun for both those 
who are familiar with Alex-
andria’s history and those 
who aren’t. PHOTO/THE TWIG

A mermaid statue, reminiscent of the Little Mermaid statue in Co-
penhagen, in the exterior area of one of the homes.

COURTESY PHOTO
The living room in one of the homes to be featured on the Twig tour.
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“We have a number of 
very distinguished homes 
and we’re expecting good 
weather,” Cumberland said. 
“Old Town is really great 
in the fall because you’re 
done with the high heat of 
the summer where it can 
be a little unpleasant, all of 
the restaurants are gearing 
up for the holidays, and we 
try to keep it as a nice tight 
walking tour, so you can 
stop at businesses in the 
middle of it, have lunch and 
wander around in between.” 

Tickets for the tour can 
be purchased for $40 ahead 
of time and for $45 on Sat-
urday. They are available 
online at www.thetwig.org 
or in person at the Ramsay 
House, the Athenaeum and 
the Twig Thrift Shop. 
-aepitropoulos@alextimes.com PHOTO/THE TWIG

Not all of the homes on the tour feel as old as they are. One of the homeowners uses modern decor to juxtapose the building's history.

HOME FROM | 19

HOME PROFILE



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 | 21 

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*% Discount applies to savings off purchase & installation cost. Restrictions and conditions apply,

Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. Full Frame Installations. 

“We highly recommend SunBrite. They gave us a great price on
high quality windows. Other companies did not have the same
quality windows. Our new windows look amazing and we 
should have done this long ago.” Gary & Denise

3599
INSTANT REBATE

2 Weeks ONLY...

30
The COST 

Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Plus...
30
The INSTALLATION 
Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Discover Our Stress-Free, Mess-Free Sierra Pacific      
Replacement Windows! Hurry 2 WEEKS ONLY! Call To Lock 

In Your Savings Now... 703 912-0300
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REAL 
TALK

How to see through 
misleading myths 
surrounding 
mortgage rates

BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

There’s no need to write 
home about a couple tenths 
of a point increase. While 
mortgage rates ticked up 
last week, they’ll likely dip 
again in the near future.  

“Despite the rise in 
mortgage rates, economic 
data improved [last] week 
— particularly housing ac-
tivity, which gained mo-
mentum with a noticeable 
rise in purchase demand 

and new construction,” Sam 
Khater, chief economist at 
Freddie Mac, said.

The truth is, rates remain 
at historic lows. Thirty-year 
fixed rate loan rates climbed 
to 18.45 percent in 1981. 
The 90s had rates up to 10 
percent and no lower than 
6.94 percent. In 2010, rates 
dropped below 5 percent.

Today’s rates, a reflection 
of major economic improve-
ments, are susceptible to mi-
nor fluctuations. The Federal 
Reserve and the bond mar-
ket, both of which dictate 
rates, keep a close eye on key 

Honest insight on interest rates

Name:  
Elizabeth Lucchesi
Company:  
Long and Foster Realtors
Title:  
Leader of the LizLuke Team
Bio:  
Elizabeth leads The LizLuke 
Team and is a veteran 
Alexandria REALTOR®. 
She and her team use 
their exceptional expertise 
to provide clients with 
excellent guidance and 
extraordinary service.SEE REAL TALK | 22

Honest Insight on 
Interest Rates
How the Media Misleads Myths 
Surrounding Mortgage Rates

COURTESY PHOTO
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Enjoy views of Washing-
ton D.C., the Potomac River 
and the monuments from this 
rarely available two bedroom 
two bath luxury condomini-
um in Prospect House. 

Perfect for entertaining, 
the two-story living room with 
13-foot ceilings is lined with 
custom bookshelves and opens 
onto a fabulous balcony.

The apartment was reno-
vated in 2008 with an updated 
kitchen, bathrooms and elec-
trical wiring.  All windows 
were also replaced in 2008.

The condo is blocks to the 
Rosslyn Metro, minutes to 
downtown Washington, three 
miles and one traffic light to 
the new Amazon headquarters 
and a 15-minute drive to the 
Kennedy Center and Reagan 
National Airport.  

Amenities include a 
swimming pool, fitness cen-

ter, convenience store, party 
room and 24-hour concierge 
and security.

The seller would consider 
selling the property furnished, 
excluding the artwork.

All utilities and one ga-
rage parking space are in-
cluded in the condo fee.

Often known as “The View 
House,” Prospect House has for 
years been the home to many 
congressmen and senators. COURTESY PHOTO

The best view in town

Top: The condo features views of 
D.C. and the Potomac River.
Bottom: The two-story living 
room has 13-foot ceilings.

Location: 1200 North Nash 

St. #841, Arlington, VA

Neighborhood: 

Prospect House 

Price: $849,900

Square feet: 1,400

Beds: Two

Baths: Two

Year built: 1964

Contact: Donnan 

C. Wintermute

Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage

703-608-6868

www.wintermuteassociates.com

AT A GLANCE

COURTESY PHOTO

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

economic indicators, both 
at home and abroad, as well 
as trade war updates. The 
stronger the data and trade 
relations, the more rates 
could rise, while weaker data 
and trade wars will lead to 
new long-term lows.

Recent mortgage inter-
est percentages are aligned 
with favorable opinions on 
home buying and selling. 
Nearly two-thirds of Amer-
icans believe now is a good 
time to buy. A third of these 
optimistic buyers gave a 

strong "yes," according to 
NAR’s Housing Opportuni-
ties and Market Experience 
Survey, reflecting about 
3,000 consumer responses 
from the third quarter.

There was more positiv-
ity toward selling a home, 
with three-fourths of re-
spondents reporting that 
now is a good time to sell. 
Nearly half of the 74 percent 
offered a “strongly” posi-
tive outlook.

Despite what you may 
see in the news, we are in 
a very stable real estate 
market. Economic condi-

tions remain strong. Un-
employment is down and 
incomes are increasing, 
both pointing to a strong 
economy with high levels 
of consumer confidence. If 
you’re looking to buy or sell 
a home, now’s a great time 
to do so. 

Check out TheLizLuke 
Team on Facebook for a vid-
eo from Elizabeth Lucchesi 
on how her client saved 
$800/mo. by taking advan-
tage of today's low rates.

Go to: https://youtu.
be/-oPLi990sNQ for a direct 
link to the video.

REAL TALK FROM | 21
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BY ELENI BOOSALIS

As I sit in a cafe in Del 
Ray, I am struck by the lack 
of social connection among 
everyone around me. All are 
buried in their phones or 
laptops. I am sensing what 
many of my patients describe 
as feeling “alone in a crowd.” 

How many times have 
you been at a lively crowd-
ed event and felt complete-
ly alone? In contrast, have 
you felt a strong feeling of 

connection with one person 
even while being in complete 
silence and co-existing? 
Connection is not defined by 
the number of followers you 
have, but by the subjective 
experience of connection to 
and compassion with a per-
son or people.

A decrease in social con-
nection is associated with a 
decline in physical and psy-
chological health and is a 
major risk factor for depres-
sion. With social connect-

edness being on the decline 
in the U.S., that leaves us 
as one of the most prosper-
ous nations with one of the 
most depressed populations 
in the world. 

A lack of social connec-
tion is worse for your health 
than obesity, smoking and 
binge-watching Netflix. It is 
also clear that the most com-
mon denominators among 
those who commit mass 
shootings and suicide are a 
lack of social connection and 

an existence of isolation. 
It feels good to imbibe on 

social media for hours at a 
time, but then it leaves you 
feeling bad, wanting more 
and feeling malnourished. 
So, while we spend count-
less hours reading self-help 
books, decreasing our in-
take of processed food, in-
creasing our cardio, eating 
more fruits and vegetables 
and listening to wellness 
podcasts, we may all be 
missing what we really need 

– authentic connections 
with other humans.

The truth is we are wired 
for connection. The mirror 
neuron system is composed 
of neurons that are activated 
when we perform and observe 
a certain action, such as smil-
ing. If you smile at someone 
in line at the local cafe, that 
person’s neurons for smiling 
will light up. There is your 
karma coin for the day. We 

The best tip for stress 
prevention isn’t what 

you think
ELENI 

BOOSALIS

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&HEALTH &   WELLNESS&

FILE PHOTO
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are wired to internalize the 
emotions of others, whether 
we like it or not. 

We are also wired for 
kindness. It may seem un-
likely with the state of the 
world today, but research 
conducted with rats, pri-
mates and infants has found 
repeatedly that among the 
first impulses we all have are 

compassion and kindness. 
A rat will surpass numer-

ous obstacles to help anoth-
er rat. A rhesus monkey will 
refuse to pull a chain that 
will deliver food to her if 
she has observed another 
monkey receive a shock as a 
result of that action. A baby 
will cry in response to the 
cries of another baby more 
loudly than to a computer 
simulation of a baby crying 

or another loud sound. A 
toddler will imitate the dis-
tress or smile of someone 
else instantaneously. 

So, what do we do with this 
research? As Mahatma Gand-
hi said, “Be the change you 
wish to see in the world.”

The best vaccination 
against the stress of the up-
coming fall season is social 
connection, kindness and 
compassion. Look around at 

all of the opportunities you 
get to affect someone else’s 
mirror neurons by smiling, 
giving a compliment and 
just being kind. 

It has been said that one 
act of compassion has three 
degrees of separation. An act 
of compassion is contagious 
and will generate more com-
passion. Research has shown 
that we are happier when we 
give than when we receive. 

During this time of tran-
sitioning into new school 
years, a change in seasons 
and shorter days, be the 
change you wish to see in 
the world. Your neurons will 
thank you and so will your 
immune system.

Eleni Boosalis, Psy.D., is a 
licensed clinical psychologist 
and the co-owner of Del Ray 

Psych & Wellness, LLC. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Humans are wired for connection. The mirror neuron system is composed of neurons that are activated when we perform and observe a certain action, such as smiling. If you 
smile at someone, that person’s neurons for smiling will light up. 
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BY ELIZABETH M. HOLM

Learning more about our 
genetics has become both a 
fascination and a necessity 
for many of us. We can find 
out our heritage, learn our 
risk for specific diseases and 
predict which medications 
are right for us by examin-
ing our genetic makeup. 

We know that the genes we 
inherit can make us more or 
less at risk for a variety of con-
ditions including diabetes, de-
pression and eating disorders. 
We also know that our genes 
predict our height, body shape 
and even body weight. 

For the past couple of de-
cades, we have known that 
eating disorders run in fam-
ilies and could have genetic 
factors. However, we have 

not known how to use this 
information in treatment 
and prevention. 

Now we do. A large inter-
national study, published 
in Nature Genetics in July, 
identified eight areas on the 
genome that contain genes 
associated with anorexia 
nervosa and elucidated the 
psychiatric and metabolic 
genetic components of this 
devastating illness. 

The researchers, led by 
Dr. Cynthia Bulik, discovered 
that genes which influence 
a person’s risk for anorexia 
nervosa are positively asso-
ciated with genes for obses-
sive compulsive disorder and 
depression and inversely as-
sociated with genes that lead 
to a higher body fat and body 
mass index. Essentially, peo-

ple genetically at risk for an-
orexia nervosa are not only 
more likely to develop OCD 
and depression, they are also 
more likely to have a metab-
olism that can lead to weight 
loss and low body fat.

These findings have 
huge implications for the 
prevention and treatment 
of eating disorders. 

Anorexia nervosa is a 
life-threatening illness that 
affects male and female ad-
olescents and adults. Some-
times it starts with healthy 
eating and a desire to eat few-
er sweets and more vegeta-
bles, sometimes a person just 
wants to lose a little weight 
and sometimes it’s a com-
bination of exercising more 
while eating less to improve 
athletic performance. 

At some point, in some 
people, these seemingly in-
nocent intentions trigger 
an illness that takes over a 
person’s life. No longer is 
that person free to eat when 
or what he or she desires. 
Instead a sinister, internal 
voice dictates which foods 
can be eaten and how much is 
acceptable. Eating becomes a 
set of rules and food becomes 
the enemy. Weight loss fol-
lows and leads to a danger-
ously low body weight.  

Eating disorder profes-
sionals know that recovery 
from anorexia nervosa only 
happens when a person has 
regained the weight he or 
she has lost and returned to 
eating normally. The results 
of this genetic study help us 
better understand why this 

is so incredibly difficult. 
Rather than being solely 

a psychological illness, this 
research provides evidence 
that anorexia nervosa is 
both a metabolic and psychi-
atric disorder. Persons with 
a high genetic risk may have 
a metabolism that flips an 
“anorexia nervosa switch” 
in response to an inadequate 

The genetics of anorexia nervosa

ELIZABETH M.
HOLM
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caloric intake and a negative 
energy balance.

We have known for a long 
time that dieting causes eat-
ing disorders. Not everyone 
who diets develops an eating 
disorder, but many do, and 

we now have a better under-
standing of why. 

Elizabeth M. Holm, DrPH, RD 
is a registered dietitian and 

nutritionist in Alexandria.  
She can be reached at 
emholm@verizon.net.

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&
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BY MARA BENNER

No one is immune to opi-
oid addiction. The Ameri-
can Psychiatry Association 
estimates that one in three 
people know someone ad-
dicted to opioids. Every 
state in America has had a 
rise in the addiction rate, 
as well as various cities, in-
cluding Alexandria. 

The drug problem con-
tinues to impact partners, 
friends, children, grand-
children and others, leav-
ing families devastated. A 
looming question remains 
for the loved ones of an ad-
dict on how best to navigate 
the emotional, mental, spir-
itual and financial aspects 
of recovery and rehabilita-
tion. It is far from an easy 
journey and requires the 
person suffering from the 
addiction to want to seek 
real change.

Know the signs of opioid 
addiction

For any loved one, it may 
be difficult to know wheth-
er a person is addicted to 
opioids. The person using 
the drugs often tries very 
hard to keep it a secret, and 
denial of its use can be very 
strong, leaving loved ones 

confused and doubting the 
signs and symptoms. Start 
by learning more and reach-
ing out to the resources that 
can help.

To begin, learn the signs 
of opioid addiction. Johns 
Hopkins Medicine provides a 
wealth of information on opi-
oid addiction on its website. 
Its medical team encourages 
looking for a combination of 
the following signs:

• Uncontrollable cravings

• Changes in sleep habits

• Weight loss

• Frequent flu-like symp-
toms

• Decreased libido

• Lack of hygiene

• Changes in exercise habits

• Isolation from family or 
friends

• Stealing from family, 
friends or businesses

In Cyndee Rai Lutz’s 
book “When Your Heart Be-
longs to an Addict: A Heal-
ing Perspective,” Lutz adds 

that signs may also include: 
lying, manipulation, inabil-
ity to hold a job, personality 
changes and irritability.

While it is awful to even 
consider, if you suspect that 
someone you know is suf-
fering from opioid addic-
tion, it is helpful to know 
the signs of a potential 
opioid overdose. The symp-
toms include:

• Slow, shallow breathing

• Extreme sleepiness

• Inability to talk

• Blue skin color and 
dark-colored lips

• Snoring or gurgling 
sounds

Most first responders 
are now outfitted with a 
medication known as Nal-
oxone, also known as Nar-
can, that rapidly reverses 
an opioid-induced overdose 
if caught in time.

If you are still not sure, 
consult a physician or 
healthcare professional. 
Check with the person’s 
primary care physician. 

You can also find an addic-
tion specialist through the 
American Society of Addic-

ARTS
Movie review
Brad Pitt stars in James Gray's interstellar "Ad Astra" | Page 29

TimesLiving

CALENDAR
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Learn 18th-century games, purchase a native plant and more. | Page 33

A loved one’s guide to opioid addiction
LIFE WELL LIVED
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tion Medicine or through 
the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry.

Loved ones seeking re-
sources and support for 
addiction

It’s important to remem-
ber that you are not alone. Our 
country is in the midst of this 
significant national epidem-
ic, yet there remains a stigma 
around letting friends, family 
or the community know of a 
loved one’s addiction. A fam-
ily member or loved one often 
feels alone and isolated at this 
critical time. 

In her book, Lutz encour-
ages viewing addiction ho-
listically through the mind, 
body and spirit, and she 
acknowledges that a loved 
one’s journey is as arduous 
as the person suffering with 
the addiction. 

Lutz was a parent of two 
children with substance 
abuse issues. In her book, 
she helps provide some 
framework for the addict’s 
closest allies. She cautions 
that the journey may in-
clude isolating yourself 
from the outside world, be-
coming a doormat for the 
addict, suffering mental-

ly and physically or losing 
control of your own life.

In Melody Beattie’s book, 
“Beyond Codependency and 
Getting Better All of the 
Time,” Beattie focuses on 
those around the addict who 
must work through the mul-
tiple layers of issues and sit-
uations happening. Beattie 
strongly encourages a focus 
on one’s own self-care includ-
ing practicing the following:

• Acceptance

• Realistic evaluation of 
what one can control

• Detachment

• Dealing with feelings

• Setting boundaries

• Making choices and tak-
ing responsibility for them

• Letting go

• Giving oneself love and 
nurturing

The whole journey for 
both the addict and their 
loved ones is a process. It’s 
one step forward with the 
possibility of two steps back 
and repeating that scenario 

again. The loved ones are 
encouraged to make their 
own balance and centered-
ness their first priority.

Resources
Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration offers a toll-
free help line to find drug 
treatment near you at 800-
662-4357. Its website also 
has a wealth of informa-
tion for family, friends and 
others impacted by those 
suffering with addiction. 
Another resource helpful 
for family and friends is Al-
Anon with local chapters in 
the Alexandria area. In ad-
dition, the City of Alexan-
dria has been spearheading 
engagement on the opioid 
epidemic and has more in-
formation located on its 
website, www.alexandriava.
gov/Opioids.

Mara Benner is the founder 
of Four Directions Wellness, 
intuitively connecting body, 
mind, emotions and spirit. 

The organization is affiliated 
with the GW Center for 

Integrative Medicine and offers 
individual sessions, classes and 

consulting. Learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.
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BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

“The moon and the planets 
are there, and new hopes for 
knowledge and peace are there.”

In 1962, President John 
F. Kennedy took the stage 
at Rice University and chal-
lenged Americans to look to 
the stars. His words were full 
of hope, promising a journey 
to the next frontier.

“Ad Astra,” the latest film 
from modern American mas-
ter James Gray, complicates 
JFK’s message, questioning 
whether humankind’s in-
terstellar aspirations are 

an attempt to reach for the 
future or escape our limita-
tions. The film grounds this 
weighty idea in the story of 
a father, son and the literally 
astronomical divide between 
them. It never loses sight of 
humanity among the stars.

Major Roy McBride (Brad 
Pitt) is the son of pioneering 
astronaut H. Clifford McBride 
(Tommy Lee Jones). Roy is a 

capable astronaut himself, yet 
despite his own achievements, 
he still lives in the shadow of 
a man who pushed humanity 
into the farthest reaches of 
space – and his wife and son 
away in the process. 

Father and son are 
brought into one anoth-
er’s orbits once again, af-
ter mysterious and deadly 
power surges hitting Earth 
are traced back to a base on 
Neptune. Years before, Roy’s 
father led the base as part of 
the Lima Project, a research 
effort that searched for signs 
of intelligent life. No one 
has heard from the base – or 

Roy’s father – since the proj-
ect went dark 16 years ago. 

After a surge results in 
the death of 40,000 people 
worldwide, U.S. Space Com-
mand informs Roy that his 
father is still alive and tasks 
him with travelling to Mars, 
establishing contact with 
his father and finding a way 
to end the surges.

Gray draws on the 
structure of 1979 war film 
“Apocalypse Now” and Jo-
seph Conrad’s “Heart of 
Darkness,” stretching the 
Campbellian hero’s journey 
across the solar system and 
emphasizing his ongoing 

obsession with complicated 
paternal relationships.

Along the way, Gray cel-
ebrates the best parts of sci-
ence fiction: the philosophical 
questions, near future prog-
nostication and heart-pound-
ing action.

The latter is a welcome 
addition to a film that is, 
much like its protagonist, 
often self-serious and re-
served. An early sequence 
that finds Roy plummeting 
to Earth after an electrical 
surge sends him flying off 
an international space an-

Brad Pitt adventures to the final 
frontier in the stellar ‘Ad Astra’

ARTS

PHOTO/20TH CENTURY FOX

CODY 
MELLO-KLEIN
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tenna is disorienting and 
breathless, while a remark-
able lunar chase scene is 
pure pulpy action.

Set in an ambiguous near 
future, the final frontier of 
“Ad Astra” is not exactly 
what JFK had hoped for. 

Commercial flights to 
the moon charge passengers 
$125 for a blanket and pillow, 
while the lunar surface is full 
of tourist traps. Through ex-
cellent production design, 
“Ad Astra” subtly builds a 
world that feels worth ex-
ploring even as it becomes 
clear that humanity brought 
its flaws, as well as its aspi-
rations, to outer space.

But at the end of the day, 
“Ad Astra” is about Roy, his 
father and the universal need 
for, and struggle to find, gen-
uine human connection. 

Roy’s whole life has been 
defined by a man he never tru-
ly knew. Emotionally distant 
from his wife and constantly 
ignoring his emotions, Roy has 
followed in his father’s foot-

steps in more ways than he’s 
comfortable acknowledging.

Beneath the surface of 
Roy’s reserved exterior – 
we’re reminded several times 
his heart rate never rises 
above 80 beats per minute 
– hides a fountain of anger, 
resentment and sadness. 

And none of that works 
without Brad Pitt.

Pitt’s quietly soulful per-
formance is the center of 
“Ad Astra’s” solar system. 
The sheer magnetism of his 
presence has a gravitational 
pull all its own. 

With a character this 
emotionally detached – and 
this silent – it would be easy 
to make Roy a blank slate. 
But Pitt does more with less, 
conveying wells of repressed 
emotion with shifts of his 
head and small eye twitches. 
One scene in particular – 
Roy’s attempt to contact his 
father on Mars – is perhaps 
three of the best minutes of 
Pitt’s career.

Gray, forever a fan of the 
static close-up, often keeps 
the camera right on Pitt’s 

face, trusting, rightfully so, 
that his leading man’s per-
formance will convey what 
words cannot. 

At times, the film doesn’t 
always trust the audience’s 
intelligence. A persistent voi-
ceover from Roy often robs 
scenes of their emotional 
weight by telling, not show-
ing. And some scenes late in 
the film become almost com-
ical in how bluntly they ham-
mer home certain themes.

More often than not, 
though, “Ad Astra” is a 
smart, expertly crafted sci-
fi film, one that can muse 
on the emotional dangers 
of masculinity and the way 
we mythologize our heroes, 
while providing thrilling 
action sequences. 

“Ad Astra” is a deeply hu-
man story on an interstellar 
scale. It understands that 
“new hopes for knowledge 
and peace are there,” but that 
they’re also here, on Earth, 
with the people we love, hate 
and strive to understand.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

BEST IN BUSINESS
AWARDS 

STEPHANIE LANDRUM

SPONSOR

GET TICKETS

A Few Good Men                               9/7-9/28
This riveting courtroom drama 
tells the story of military lawyers 
at a court-martial who uncover a 
high-level conspiracy in the course 
of defending their clients, two 
U.S. Marines accused of murder. 
Based on events that took place at 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in July 
1986, the play investigates both the 
nature of our military mentality and 
the Marine code 
of honor.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

ARTS

1000 N. Highland Street, Arlington, VA 22201
703-218-5180 • mstreetbank.com

Member FDIC

Bank Where
You Breathe

Convenient Mobile and  
Online Banking

Get access anywhere, anytime

Check balances, deposit and  
transfer funds

©
©

©
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2-year-old Max may be one of the smartest pups at the Shelter, 
but  he doesn’t flaunt it. This lab mix is content  taking long walks, 

playing in the doggy pool and showing off  favorite toys in the yard.  

When he finds a dedicated person  to help him put his 
intelligence to good use, look out!  Sit, Lay Down, Shake, even 
agility courses and doggy diving...we think Max can achieve it 

all.  Do you  have what it takes to coach Max?  
www.alexandriaanimals.org 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Max ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Join us 

Seasonal specials: Fresh soft 
shelled crabs, cold salmon 

platter, cold soup trio

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge
ARTS

Little artists at work
More than 35 little artists stopped by the Alexandria Times 
booth at the King Street Art Festival on Saturday and Sunday 
to show off their skills. Cats and dogs were a recurring 
theme in the art this year, as well as rainbows and stick 
figures. Check out some of the masterpieces below, and 
head to www.alextimes.com to view the full gallery. 



32 | SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

ARTS
King Street Art Festival 

Booths lined King Street from Washington 
Street to Union Street for the 17th annual King 

Street Art Festival this past weekend. The six 
blocks of art featured works by more than 200 

artists from around the world both Saturday and 
Sunday. The art displayed ranged from paintings 

and sculptures to jewelry and ceramics. 

PHOTO/TINA FRANCO PHOTO/MARTY DEVINE PHOTO/MARTY DEVINE
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 28

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA HOMES 
TOUR The Twig, the junior auxil-
iary of INOVA Alexandria Hospital, 
presents the 78th annual Historic 
Alexandria Homes Tour. Everyone 
is welcome to join a walking tour of 
several area residences of historic 
and other significance in Old Town. 
Tickets are $40 advance purchase 
and $45 the day of the tour.  
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: Ramsay House Visitors 
Center, 221 King St. 
Information: www.thetwig.org

BEFORE THEY WERE AMER-
ICANS: A PROLOGUE TO THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum highlights the 
complexity of early America, but 
these challenges and uncertainties 
were rooted in what transpired before 
and during the Revolutionary War. In 
preparation for the 250th anniversary 
of 1776, public historians will share 
their research into this turbulent time 
during a one-day symposium. Cost 
is $60 per person and $50 for OHA 
members and students. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Location: Starts at The Lyceum, 201 
S. Washington St.  
Information: 703-746-4242

AN EVENING OF 18TH-CENTU-
RY GAMES Visitors are invited to 
attend an evening of 18th-century 
games and refreshments on the Mag-
nolia Terrace at Carlyle House. Learn 
how to play 18th-century games such 
as Shut the Box, Whist and more from 
game masters during the evening. 
Light hors d’oeuvres and two drinks 
per visitor are included in the price of 
the ticket. The event includes a tour 
of the first floor of the house. Cost 
is $40 per person, and the event is 
open to guests ages 21 and older. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle House Historic 
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.com

BE RYONG MARTIAL ARTS 
OPEN HOUSE Be Ryong is holding its 
annual open house for those that might 
be interested in martial arts. There will 
be free Tae Kwon Do classes, Tae Kwon 
Do and Hap Ki Do demonstrations and 
a performance by the award-winning Be 
Ryong Elite Demo Team. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 218 W. Glebe Rd. 
Information: www.beryong.com

NORTHERN ALEXANDRIA NA-
TIVE PLANT SALE The largest na-
tive plant sale in the D.C. Metro area 
hosts 12 vendors from three states 
selling native perennials, shrubs and 
trees for sun or shade. This event is 
free and open to the public. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 1701 N. Quaker Lane 
Information: www.parkfairfaxnative-
plantsale.org

SEPTEMBER 29

TFAA COLLECTOR’S CHOICE 
SELECTION PARTY AND ART 
LOVERS SWEEPSTAKES The 

Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association is 
hosting the Collector’s Choice Selec-
tion Party and Art Lovers Sweepstakes 
fundraiser at its Mosaic Satellite Gal-
lery in Fairfax County. Similar to The 
Art League’s annual Patrons’ Show, 
participants will have the opportunity 
to take home one of 45 donated 
works of art valued at $200 or higher 
in honor of the TFAA’s 45th anniver-
sary. There will also be a traditional 
sweepstakes for three pieces of art 
valued equal to or higher than $1,500. 
Tickets for the selection party are 
$200, and tickets for the sweepstakes 
are $45. The gallery at Mosaic will be 
open for preview from Sept. 18 to 29. 
Time: 3 to 6 p.m. 
Location: TFAA Mosaic Satellite 
Gallery, 105 District Ave., Fairfax 
Information: tinyurl.com/tfaacc19

LOVE OUR LOCAL AUTHORS 
FESTIVAL More than 20 local au-
thors and illustrators will present and 
sign their books at the Love Our Local 
Authors festival. LOLA festivals are lim-
ited to self-published and small-press 
authors who live in the Virginia/Mary-
land/D.C. area and have not already 
had an opportunity to sell their books 
at a Hooray for Books! event.  
Time: 3 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St. 
Information: www.hooray4books.com

OCTOBER 4

"ART INSPIRED BY THE 
TWILIGHT ZONE” EXHIBIT "Art 
Inspired by The Twilight Zone” will 
take people on a journey through a 
wondrous land of imagination with 
a collection of art influenced by Rod 
Serling’s classic television series. The 
opening reception is on Oct. 4, and 
the exhibit runs from Oct. 4 to 27. 
Time: Opening reception from 7 to 
9 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

OCTOBER 5

TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL 
ART ON THE AVENUE Art on the 
Avenue is a multicultural arts festival 
celebrating Alexandria’s diversity. 
Each year, more than 50,000 visitors 
stroll down Mount Vernon Avenue to 
discover more than 300 artists, from 
jewelers to glass makers to painters, 
while enjoying a variety of musicians 
and food vendors. Activities for 
children include scarecrow-stuffing, 
pumpkin-painting and more. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue 
Information: artontheavenue.org

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA SEASON OPENING 
The 2019-2020 season opens with 
a program that explores war and 
peace and the curiosity of conversa-
tion. Starting with a grandly spunky 
overture from Wagner’s well-loved 
and only comedic opera, “Die Meis-
tersinger,” the concert features three 
virtuosic soloists on violin, cello and 
piano in Beethoven’s inspired “Triple 
Concerto.” In the second half, the 
“Imaginary Symphony,” composed of 

four movements by four composers, 
depicts visions of pastoral beauty 
juxtaposed with a war march and a 
call for peace. This concert commem-
orates the 75th anniversary year of 
the D-Day invasion. Performances 
take place on Oct. 5 and 6. 
Time: Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 
3 p.m. 
Location: 700 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.alexsym.org

OCTOBER 6

WALK TO BUST CANCER The 
National Breast Center Foundation is 
holding its third annual Walk to Bust 
Cancer to increase awareness and 
celebrate survivorship. Entertainment 
and activities will be available before 
and after the walk. It is recommended 
to register in advance. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m., 7:30 a.m. 
check-in 
Location: Fort Hunt Park, 8999 Fort 
Hunt Road 
Information: www.givegab.com/
campaigns/walk-to-bust-cancer.

OCTOBER 11

HIGHLAND ECHOES ALEXAN-
DRIA PERFORMANCE This two-hour 
dance and music extravaganza contains 
a wealth of talent derived from all areas 
of Scottish life. The show includes a cast 
of Highland dancers, a step dancer, live 
musicians, Gaelic and English female 
vocals, bagpipes and fiddle tunes. The 
2019 tour features new music, more 
dancing and new costumes to reflect 
both the traditional and modern use of 
the tartan. This mix of traditional and 
contemporary arts marries the present 
and the ancient. As part of its com-
munity outreach, the Highland Echoes 
will give more than 250 tickets to local 
schools for the performance and will 

invite local Scottish dance schools, 
pipe bands and organizations to be 
represented at the show. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Schlesinger Concert Hall, 
4915 E. Campus Drive 
Information: highlandechoesalexan-
dria.eventbrite.com

OCTOBER 12

PORTSIDE IN OLD TOWN 
FESTIVAL Enjoy a day of live music, 
maritime history, nautical demonstra-
tions and children’s activities on the 
Old Town Alexandria waterfront. Savor 
local food, beer and wine while experi-
encing boat building demonstrations 
from Alexandria Seaport Foundation 
Apprentices and knot tying from tall 
ship Providence. 
Time: All day 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St. 
Information: www.visitalexandria.
com

MEET AND GREET WITH 
BROOKE ADAM OF FULLY 
SPUN YARNS Head to fibre space 
to shop the yarns of local dyer Brooke 
Addams of Fully Spun Yarn. Meet the 
artist in person at this fun meet and 
greet as she drops off the store’s 
latest order of yarn. She will bring 
accessories and garments created 
from her hand-dyed and mill-spun 
yarn. There will be plenty to nosh on 
during this event. 
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Location: fibre space, 1319 Prince St. 
Information: fibrespace.com

WALKING TOUR OF NORTH OLD 
TOWN Curious about the history of 
North Old Town and the surrounding 
neighborhood? Enjoy a group walk? 
In conjunction with North Old Town 

Citizen's Association, Mike Kenny is 
providing a two-hour free informative 
and fun tour on both Oct. 5 and 12 
that will cover 400 years of local his-
tory. There is no cost for the tour. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.  
Information: GITRMSG@gmail.com

OCTOBER 14

FEMALE STRANGER BEER 
DINNER WITH PORT CITY 
BREWING COMPANY Join Port 
City Brewery and Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum in honoring the anniversary 
of the Female Stranger’s death with 
her specialty beer and a beer dinner. 
Enjoy a four-course meal alongside 
four Port City beers including the Long 
Black Veil. This special craft beer was 
inspired by the famous tale of the Fe-
male Stranger, who died at the tavern 
on October 14, 1816. Tickets are $85 
inclusive per person and reservations 
are required. A vegetarian entrée op-
tion is available with advance notice. 
Time: 7 to 11 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org 

OCTOBER 19

HOLLIN HALL SENIOR CEN-
TER ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR The 
Hollin Hall Senior Center, a non-profit 
senior center, is holding its annual 
fundraising bazaar and craft fair. This 
year’s event will include more than 30 
crafters, a silent auction, a bake sale 
and door prizes. Admission is free 
and open to the public. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 1500 Shenandoah Road 
Information: www.hollinhallse-
niorcenter.org

Open house with informational 
boards and input activity

Brief presentation from leading 
national industry experts

Moderated panel discussion with 
public and private representatives

EXPLORE. LEARN. DISCUSS.

More information at:  
alexandriava.gov/MobilityPlan

MEET US AT THE  
INTERSECTION OF 

TECHNOLOGY AND 
TRANSPORTATION!

Alexandria Mobility Plan 
Innovation Forum 

Monday, October 7, 2019 | 6:30-9:00 PM

US Patent and Trademark Office  
600 Dulaney Street  

Madison Clara Barton Auditorium
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor: 
The high school project decision must 

support all students – especially those low 
on the economic scale. A multi-campus, 
one-school model would result in one ex-
tra-large high school, maybe one of the 
largest in the country. I contend this ex-
tra-large high school would not be a point of 
honor, but a point of many issues, especially 
for low-income students. 

Large high schools are risky to our most 
vulnerable students. The research is clear: 
Large high schools are less equitable, less safe 
and graduate fewer students. If equity is an im-
portant issue for our city, one extremely large 
high school is not the answer. Any upside to a 
one-campus model does not outweigh the real 
risk of one large high school. 

We know that large high schools, partic-
ularly those serving low-income students, 
have disproportionately lower achievement. 
Larger high schools have higher incidences of 
violence than smaller schools serving similar 
student populations, along with lower gradu-
ation rates and a higher cost per graduate. In 
New York City, the largest district in the coun-
try, when they need to rebuild a larger high 
school, they are replacing them with small 
high schools that have better outcomes and 
graduation rates.

We must build a second high school, so 

that in the future we can continue to build 
smaller high schools that serve our students 
better. Compared to five other similar-sized 
U.S. cities – Bridgeport, Connecticut; Eu-
gene, Oregon; Dayton, Ohio; Waco, Texas 
and Naperville, Illinois – with comparable 
school enrollment, Alexandria is the only 
city to have one high school. The question 
we should be asking is “When are we build-
ing the third and fourth high schools,” not 
if we should build a second. 

Two or more high schools provide more 
opportunities for sports, music, drama, 
leadership and overall engagement. One 
large high school limits opportunities for 
involvement in activities that are crucial 
to college admissions and other post-sec-
ondary opportunities.

A multi-campus, one-school model is 
untested and has no research behind it. It is 
risky, and we should not chase shiny objects 
in education without research to support 
outcomes. Research from respected sourc-
es shows that for high schools, larger is not 
better for low-income students. Logically, 
it's not better for any student. This is a de-
cision that this community will live with for 
generations to come. The school board votes 
tonight. Let your voice be heard.

-Angela Mills,
mother of two ACPS children

Alexandria needs more, smaller high schools

Two pieces of recent economic news, one looking back 
and the other forward, highlight how exciting this junc-
ture is in Alexandria.

The first is a study that shows tourist spending – defined 
as expenditures by those coming from at least 50 miles away – 
increased by 3.9 percent in Alexandria in 2018 over 2017. The 
study, released this month by the Virginia Tourism Authori-
ty, revealed tourist spending reached $859 million in 2018, up 
from $826 million in 2017.

Additionally, the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce re-
leased its 2020 legislative agenda last week, and its emphasis is 
on looking forward to the opening of the Virginia Tech Innova-
tion Campus in 2024. Among the chamber’s priorities for next 
year are breaking ground on the Potomac Yard Metro Station, 
expanded collaboration with Alexandria City Public Schools on 
internships, improved wayfinding for parking, increased pub-
lic-private partnerships and making progress toward attaining 
5G internet coverage.

Combined, what do these pieces of news mean for Alexan-
dria and those who live here?

In a nutshell, what’s long been an economic strength, tour-
ism, remains robust, while exciting new opportunities loom. 
The dilemma remains how to balance this growth – in visitors, 
businesses and residents – with retaining the essence of Alex-
andria that drew everyone here in the first place.

It’s essential that our city leaders acknowledge there’s a 
need for balance, that they make clear their pursuit of growth is 
tempered by sensitivity to keeping our city livable and drivable. 
And that they understand it’s not unreasonable for residents 
of Old Town and Del Ray in particular, given their proximity 
to restaurants and bars, to want to minimize drunken visitors 
roaming their neighborhoods at 2 a.m. 

We are particularly heartened that the chamber document 
mentioned parking improvements as one of that organization’s 
goals for 2020. The chamber obviously recognizes that city busi-
nesses will fail if people can’t find their way to ample parking in 
order to patronize shops, restaurants and service providers.

While the Virginia Tech campus remains more goal than 
reality at this point, its 2024 opening is actually not that far 
away, and the chamber is correct to direct considerable plan-
ning focus to its arrival. 

It would be wonderful for ground to break on the new Metro 
stop in 2020 as the chamber advocates – but not until envi-
ronmental questions about the site have been addressed. The 
State Water Control Board unanimously approved the Virginia 
Water Protection permit for the Potomac Yard Metro station at 
its Sept. 6 meeting, but the project still requires a permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

It’s important to remember that, in pursuit of growth 
and the tax dollars that will bring, we can’t toss aside 
long-time city priorities such as environmental protec-
tion and historic preservation. 

As part of their job, city leaders plan for the future. Pieces 
of economic good news such as rising tourist spending and an 
incoming, game-changing entity like Virginia Tech make that 
future appear promising and exciting.

We just need to remember, amid the excitement and plan-
ning, what made us special to begin with.

Poised for big things



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 | 35 

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect 
the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

A student’s input on the school board vote

Alexandria needs a second high school

To the editor:
Because of the upcoming Alexandria 

School Board vote, I would like to offer my 
input as a high school student in the area. 
After reading the article in last week’s 
Alexandria Times, “High School project 
nears decision,” I believe that the best 
possible option would be to establish sev-
eral satellite schools.

Considering the availability of real es-

tate and the properties that the city owns, 
I believe the best option would be to go the 
satellite route. The city does not seem to 
have enough space to build an entirely new 
school. I would recommend building a soph-
omore campus on the Potomac Yard land, 
while the King Street campus should be for 
juniors and seniors.

-Will Brown,
Alexandria

To the editor:
Tonight, the Alexandria School Board 

will vote on a strategy for addressing the 
capacity needs of our high school students, 
as detailed in last week’s Alexandria Times, 
“High school project nears decision.” Alex-
andria City Public Schools has attempted 
numerous short-term solutions over the 
years.  In 2016, it established high school 
educational specifications. It studied dif-
ferent grade-level groupings. It pursued 
ways to boost the utilization rate of class-
rooms. Meanwhile, the high school popu-
lation has grown by another 600 students 
since 2016.  It’s time for a more sustainable, 
long-term solution.  

The best way forward is to establish two 
high schools and invest in a full-capacity 
build on the Minnie Howard campus.  

With a 2018-19 enrollment of 3,987 
students, T.C. Williams is the largest high 
school in Virginia. T.C. is twice the size of 
the average public high school in neigh-
boring jurisdictions.  It would be grossly 
negligent to allow T.C. to grow even larg-
er, especially if it means sending students 
to separate campuses.  

Large schools are overwhelming and 
impersonal. With enrollment projected to 
reach 5,000 by 2025, students are much 
more likely to fall through the cracks. Small-
er school sizes would especially benefit 
ACPS, where 25 percent of high school stu-
dents are English language learners and 60 
percent are economically disadvantaged.  

Proponents of maintaining one high 
school point out that its large size allows 
it to offer a wide range of course offerings 
and a unified community spirit. But a two-
school model could easily deliver these same 
benefits, and perhaps even enhance them.  

• ACPS staff have not disclosed how 
many and what specific course offerings 
would no longer be supported in a two-

school model. But it is hard to believe that 
there would not still be sufficient student 
demand for a full range of course offerings 
in two schools. If T.C.’s King Street cam-
pus was one school of a two-school model, 
it would still be the largest high school in 
Virginia. And a second school with 1,600 
students is hardly small. In fact, it is the 
prototype size used in ACPS’s own educa-
tional specifications. Two schools would 
also allow more students to participate in 
student government, on a sports team or 
in a performing arts group or club.

• There is ample room in this city to be 
proud of two high schools. In fact, a single 
school building dedicated to each school – 
rather than a connected campus – would 
more actively promote a united communi-
ty atmosphere than a connected campus 
approach. T.C. Williams is already spread 
over two campuses – King Street and Min-
nie Howard.  In 2018, ACPS-commissioned 
studies supported the need to combine ninth 
grade students with grades 10 through 12 on 
a single campus.  It is difficult to see why it 
would be beneficial for any other subgroup 
to be separated onto a different campus. The 
transportation and scheduling complexities 
also pose significant obstacles.

• Many fear that a two-school model 
will result in greater inequity. Some cite 
the history of segregation in ACPS. Oth-
ers cite current inequity in elementary and 
middle schools, which reflects de facto res-
idential segregation in our city. Informed 
by such concerns, the school board should 
prioritize a more equitable approach to as-
signing students to two high schools.

ACPS has proposed controlled choice 
as a promising model that can help ensure 
that the student population in each high 
school is socioeconomically balanced and 

My View | Dr. Stephen A. Haering

Kierra is an Alexandrian 
who faces complex mental 
and physical health chal-
lenges. Homelessness and 
incarceration prevented her 
from addressing these issues 
before, but now she wants to 
take control of her health. She 
knows nutrition 
is important and 
is trying to eat 
better, but – like 
most of us – she 
needs resources 
to guide her. 

Many Alex-
andrians like 
Kierra want to 
improve their 
quality of life, 
starting with 
their health. This leads to 
the question: How do we, 
as a community, build a 
city where everyone has the 
opportunity to live their 
healthiest lives? 

First, we need to know 
our baseline health status. 
Over the past year, the Alex-
andria Health Department 
and community partners 
developed a comprehensive 
community health assess-
ment. Using a combination 
of survey results, health 
data, and public input, we 
identified Alexandria’s top 
10 health issues. They are: 
chronic conditions; eco-
nomic stability; healthcare 
access; injury and violence; 
mental health; neighbor-
hood and built environ-
ment; obesity, nutrition 
and physical activity; oral 
health; sexual and repro-
ductive health; and, tobacco 
and substance use. 

Within each of these cate-
gories, we saw that while Al-
exandria is relatively healthy, 
we have significant differenc-
es in health depending on so-
cioeconomic status and fac-
tors like age, gender and race. 
These unfair differences in 
health, or inequities, are not 

written in stone and can be 
improved. But we cannot ad-
dress the issue without con-
sidering living conditions and 
social factors in Alexandria. 

As a public health profes-
sional, I know the value of 
collecting and analyzing data. 

I also know that 
when Alexandrians 
come together, we 
improve our city in 
ways that are the 
envy of other com-
munities. Everyone 
has a role in a plan 
for action because 
data left on the 
shelf will not do the 
hard work for us.

Join the Alex-
andria Health Department 
and the Partnership for a 
Healthier Alexandria on Oct. 
5 from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Minnie Howard Campus of 
T.C. Williams High School 
to build a strategy for the 
healthiest possible version of 
Alexandria. Breakfast, child-
care and interpreters will be 
provided. 

At the session, commu-
nity members will narrow 
down Alexandria's top 10 
health issues to just three, 
based on their experiences 
and needs. Attendees can 
select from: chronic condi-
tions; economic stability; 
healthcare access; injury 
and violence; mental health; 
neighborhood and built en-
vironment; obesity, nutri-
tion and physical activity; 
oral health; sexual and re-
productive health; and to-
bacco and substance use. 

Attendees will also have 
small group discussions 
diving deeper into each se-
lected topics. 

For more information, vis-
it alexandriava.gov/Health.

The writer is director 
of the Alexandria 

Health Department.

How to build a healthy Alexandria

DR. STEPHEN A.
HAERING
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Last Week 
If you were involved in the Seminary Road discussion, 
do you feel like your perspective was heard by city 
council and/or city staff? 

44% Yes, I think members of council and staff listened to my 
perspective.
38% No, I felt that no one listened to my views.
13% City staff listened but council did not.
5%Council members listened but city staff did not.

This Week 
Which of the city’s transportation funding priorities do 
you think is most important?

A) Public transit.
B) State of good repair.
C) Multimodal transportation.
D) Smart mobility.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Following the Civil War, 
the building at 515 N. Wash-
ington St. had a variety of 
owners. Abijah Thomas gave 
it a try in 1866, but when he 
was unsuccessful in reviving 
the cotton factory’s success, 
two of his creditors, Turnbull 
Baxter & Co. and First Nation-
al Bank of Alexandria, sued 
each other. The lawsuit even-
tually found its way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which ruled 
that the case needed to go to a 
lower court for rehearing. 

In 1877, Robert Garrett of 
Baltimore bought the facto-
ry for $33,000 and closed it 
to prevent competition for 
his company in Maryland. 
In 1900, the building was 
re-sold by Garrett’s heirs 
to Henry Chipman of Balti-
more for $12,000. In 1902, 
the building was put up for 
public auction, and the win-
ning bid came from Harry 

and John Aitcheson. But the 
Aitchesons didn’t buy the 
building for themselves. In-
stead, they bought it for the 
Robert Portner Corporation. 

The building’s second life 
began as part of the Portner 
Brewing Company opera-
tion. For the next 16 years, 
the building was the bottling 
house for Portner Brewing. 
The 1894 remodel of the 
Brewery left 515 N. Washing-
ton intact. But the 1916 pro-
hibition adopted in Virginia 
ended the Portner run as the 
largest employer in Alexan-
dria. As the 18th Amend-
ment to the Constitution 
outlawed the production of 
beer nationally, Portner sold 
the building to the Express 
Spark Plug Factory of Amer-
ica, which used the building 
until 1928.

In 1935, the factory was 
converted into the Bell Hav-

en Apartment House, where 
among its more interesting 
inhabitants was a 6-foot dum-
my that occupied the cupola. 
We assume it is a successor of 
this tenant that can be seen 
there today. Rumor had it 
that the dummy was placed 
there by a policeman trying 
to capture the murderer of the 
night watchman. Given that 
Michael Kiggin was killed in 
1854, and the earliest mention 
of the dummy is from 1919, 
this tale seems unlikely.

In the 1930s, the dum-
my was kidnapped from the 
building and hung from the 
Taft Bridge on Connecticut 
Avenue in the District of Co-
lumbia. D.C. police were sur-
prised to find that what they 
thought was a man in the wa-
ter with a rope around his neck 
was, in fact, a dummy. It turns 
out the dummy was made by 
a Department of Agriculture 

official while the department 
occupied the site in 1919.

The Mount Vernon Cotton 
Factory was converted into 
office buildings in 1981, but 
has since been renovated back 
into residences. You can still 
see the dummy in the cupola. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

The Mount Vernon Cotton Factory, cont.

IMAGE/ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY

reflects the overall student 
population. The central lo-
cation of the Minnie How-
ard campus makes it an ide-
al location for a second high 
school under this model.

The best way to promote 
an equitable distribution of 
students to each school is 
to offer comparable educa-
tional programming in each 
school. ACPS has proposed 

differentiating schools in the 
two-school model roughly 
along STEM vs. Humanities 
pathways. Any such differen-
tiation would be devastating 
to the goal of providing equi-
ty. Clearly, more work needs 
to be done on this issue.  And 
that work will continue after 
tonight’s vote.

If ACPS continues to im-
prove, enrollment is likely to 
grow. The connected campus 
approach is a continuation 

of the current two-campus 
model that has already been 
dismissed by students, ed-
ucators and expert consul-
tants as undesirable.

At the same time, eq-
uity remains an urgent 
priority. But equity is not 
achieved through masking 
inequities under the cloak 
of one large school.  

There will be more hard 
decisions to come. ACPS must 
design comparable and equi-

table educational offerings 
across two schools. ACPS 
must also implement an eq-
uitable student assignment 
policy that incorporates 
choice and prioritizes so-
cioeconomic balance. But 
we can get there under the 
board’s direction, and with 
constant engagement with 
the entire community of par-
ents, students and educators.

-Clarette Cain,
Alexandria 
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Weekly Words

NUMBER 42 by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Spiraling confusedly
8. Green Hornet’s sidekick
12. 1985 charity concert
19. Furnace, e.g.
20. Sportscaster Andrews
21. Annual race in Alaska
23. University of Phoenix offering
25. Proficient in arithmetic, say
26. Creepy stares
27. Geek Squad customer
28. Half of N.B.
29. Whispered summons
30. E.R. figures
31. “In that case ...”
34. Gilligan’s ship
37. Reason for a foghorn blast
39. ExxonMobil subsidiary
40. Glazer of “Broad City”
45. Like Bill Gates
47. ABA member
48. Should that day come
49. Stimulate, as innovation
50. Beg to get
52. Some make People better
53. Strays from the script
55. Exceed what’s proper
57. Record for later
58. “The Bonfire of the Vanities” 

novelist
59. Keep moist in the kitchen
61. Glossy gown fabric
63. Place for a home theater

64. Middle of QED
66. Planet, to poets
68. Soup with cubed tofu
69. Belief suffix
72. Complete trust
74. Celestial streaker
76. Like a sinking boat, possibly
81. ___ butter (moisturizer)
83. Cantina order that’s filled with 

fish
85. Bursting with joy
86. Product to treat athlete’s foot
88. Bridal gown maker
91. Tampa Bay players
92. Artemis’ twin
93. “W H _ _ L  O F  F O R T U N 

_” buy
94. Green gems
96. Argentinean soccer star
97. Granny
99. How 116-Across broke the 

MLB’s 118-Across
100. A noob may become one
103. Jacuzzi features
104. Dallas-to-Austin dir.
107. Bit of hair gel
111. Appreciative tributes
112. Crooner Perry
114. Decide one will
116. Jackie who made history in 

1947
118. Obstacle represented ab-

stractly by words split across 

rows 1, 3, 8, 14 and 21
121. Quadriceps exercise
122. Actress Lena
123. Was of use to
124. Home of Georgia Tech
125. Boy, in Baja
126. National park employees

DOWN
1.Poker concession
2. Bay Area gridder
3. Wheel shafts
4. Tend to, as sauce
5. Whirred play lover?
6. Intense rage
7. Beatty of “Rudy”
8. Beer bash rentals
9. Take to jail, say
10. Levels in a stadium
11. Eleven elevenths
12. Closet fabrics
13. “No clue!”
14. YouTube rival
15. Sorbonne summer
16. Anti-ageism org.
17. Golden years funds, briefly
18. Gummy candy
22. Case solver (Abbr.)
24. Special Olympics founder 

Shriver
28. Left Bank eateries
32. Angels play them
33. “___ and the Detectives” 

35. “Ditto”
36. It’s free at Starbucks
37. Letter flourish
38. Layered haircuts
41. Riga resident
42. Stay away from
43. Gumption
44. Light offense?
45. Bouffant, for one
46. Bear’s antithesis
47. Need for recovering patients
48. Mandela portrayer Elba
49. Witnessed
51. Inflict upon
52. Take a loss
54. Common pastrami base
56. YouTuber’s dream, perhaps
59. Figure skater Oksana
60. Mailing label abbr.
62. Coaching great Chuck
65. Pi, e.g.
67. Veggie burger name
69. Koran’s religion
70. Triangle or square
71. Notes from the boss
73. Cuban cigars
75. Groundskeeper’s machine
77. Ahead of time
78. Small amount
79. Florida island chain
80. Gridiron gains (Abbr.)
82. Is unwell
84. Mall’s opening time, maybe

85. White heron
87. Sneak (out)
89. Scale with three sharps
90. Actress Campbell
95. Mitt Romney, in 2012
97. “Stop that!”
98. Meeting outline
99. Josh of “Avengers: Endgame”
101. Chosen ___ (Dolphins QB’s 

nickname)
102. Romaine recall cause
104. Rotating entrance
105. Take the wheel
106. They’re crossed in this 

puzzle
107. Craft for couples
108. Lady of La Mancha
109. Assist in crime
110. Jessica of “Hitchcock”
113. Stereo precursor
115. Sanctimonious sort
117. Washington Wizards’ org.
118. Debate club side
119. Place to buy screwdrivers
120. “When They See Us” director 

DuVernay

BETH R. BERG (80), of Alexandria, Sept. 21, 
2019

JANE DOLLINS (96), of Alexandria, Sept. 23, 
2019

BENJAMIN LESTER (91), formerly of Alexandria, 
Sept. 17, 2019

GRAYDON LOSE (87), of Alexandria, Sept. 19, 
2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
AUCTION
Court Ordered Auction, Bridge 
Estate 10/4@11AM 54.37+ 
AC 2 Story Farmhouse, 
Campsites, Viticulture 
Potential, More. Near 
Wintergreen - 3604 Mt. Torrey 
Rd. Lyndhurst. BidCenter: 

Wilson Firehouse. 804-709-
1954 www.Dudleyauctions.
com VAAF#1060

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 

your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

FOR SALE
WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 
Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-965-9546. Email: 
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers?   Need 
CDL Drivers?   Advertise your 
JOB OPENINGS statewide or 
in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-

7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $150.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative review 

and approval.
 
For information about this applica-
tion or to comment, visit the City’s 
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning or call 703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2013-0094
672 South Pickett Street 
Administrative review of Special 
Use Permit #2013-0094 Condition 
#12 requiring a five review of the 
compatibility of the restaurant use 
with the area and the site's redevel-
opment potential.
APPLICANT: Seifu Tessema
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – Ann.
horowitz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than October 18, 2019.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, October 16, 2019 
beginning at 7:00 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the follow-
ing applications:

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 2501, 
3701 Potomac Avenue, 3251 Poto-
mac Avenue [Parcel ID 016.04-01-
01], 700 Carpenter Road, 1702 and 
1880 Potomac Greens Drive)
Applicant: City of Alexandria and 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA)

BAR #2019-00143 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ cap-
sulation at 615 South Royal Street
Applicants: Scott & Cornelia Turyn

BAR #2019-00144 OHAD
Request for addition at 615 South 
Royal Street
Applicants: Scott & Cornelia Turyn

BAR #2019-00390 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 417 North Washing-

Classifieds

For more information or help applying, please call 
1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

D-1511  |  April 2019

Be A Census Taker
 Extra income

 Flexible hours

 Weekly pay

 Paid training

Apply Online
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

ton Street
Applicant: Brian Fowler

BAR #2019-00391 OHAD
Request for alterations at 417 North 
Washington Street
Applicant: Brian Fowler

BAR #2019-00392 OHAD
Request for alterations at 203 South 
West Street
Applicant: David Hampton

BAR #2019-00384 OHAD
Request for new construction at 1 
Pioneer Mill Way (used and owned 
by 314 Strand
Street, Parcel ID 075.03-04-39) 
(formerly 2 Duke Street), Robinson 
Landing
Applicant: RT Waterfront Associ-
ates LLC

BAR #2019-00385 OHAD
Request for alterations at 324 South 
Union Street (formerly 2 Duke 

Street), Robinson
Landing Townhouses
Applicant: Robinson Landing 
Property Owners Association Inc. 
Theoharis
Management, LLC

Amend Small Cell Policy 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation, contact Graciela.Moreno@
alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above item(s) 

may be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning, City 
Hall, 301 King Street Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, or at 
703.746.3833 www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets. 

noise and other complaints 
during staff hours. The Al-
exandria Police Department 
responds to noise com-
plaints during off-hours 
and weekends, as well as 
being the initial response to 
neighbor-to-neighbor com-
plaints, according to a staff 
memo. 

Police Chief Michael 
Brown said a P&Z off-hours 
responder would help the po-
lice department, since there 
are certain things that P&Z 
can enforce but APD cannot, 
such as the number of people 
in a building. 

“This gives us more en-
forcement capability than we 
currently have,” Brown said. 

When the new position 
first came up during the 
budget process, Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson had requested 
that council and staff have 
a larger conversation about 
how quality of life regu-
lations in the city are en-
forced. At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, he said he still felt that 
staff hadn’t addressed his 
question. 

“I feel like we asked you 
to look at this differently 
and you came back and … 
asked us for an additional 
position and that’s not what 
we asked for,” Wilson said. 

Chapman said he had 
hoped the position would 
provide business owners 
a P&Z liaison to help with 
special use permits and oth-
er zoning processes during 
off-hours. Based on the job 

description, Chapman said 
he didn’t feel staff had ad-
dressed that. 

Councilor Canek Agu-
irre made a motion to ta-
ble the discussion so staff 
would have time to look at 
the issue again. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Ed Semonian 
In honor of longtime 

Alexandria Clerk of Court 
Ed Semonian’s retirement, 
Wilson read a proclamation 
in Semonian’s honor and 
presented him with a key to 
the city. 

After 40 years in office, 
Semonian will retire at the 
end of 2019, at the conclu-
sion of his fifth eight-year 
term. Greg Parks, who won 
the Democratic clerk of 
court primary in June, will 
run uncontested in the No-
vember general election. 

“Ed has been the epito-
me of the public servant and 

has served this community 
at an extremely high level,” 
Wilson said. “… While our 
population doesn’t always 
see and know the things 
that your office does, they 
feel that impact and I think 
they’ve always been well 
served by your office and 
your leadership.”

During his tenure, Semo-
nian has been known for his 
focus on customer service 
and engagement in Alexan-
dria civic life, Wilson said.   

“My career as the clerk 
has been wonderful,” Semo-
nian said. “I had the plea-
sure of watching the city 
grow from what it was in 
my youth to what it is today. 
… I hope that my tenure as 
the clerk of circuit court has 
been productive and con-
structive and has offered an 
assistance to the citizens in 
any way that I was able to 
help them.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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My career as the clerk has been 
wonderful. I had the pleasure of 
watching the city grow from what 

it was in my youth to what it is today. 
… I hope that my tenure as the clerk 
of circuit court has been productive 
and constructive and has offered 
an assistance to the citizens in any 
way that I was able to help them.”

– Ed Semonian, 
clerk of court, 

City of Alexandria
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Kate Patterson  |  Lifetime, NVAR Top Producer  |  Licensed in VA & DC
703.627.2166  |  kpatterson@mcenearney.com  |  KatePattersonHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Waterfront Estate in Alexandria
820 Herbert Springs Road, Alexandria  |  Shown by appointment

Representing the exceptional in Alexandria

Kate Patterson
The Lafayette House  |  Old Town

301 S Saint Asaph Street

Kate is an active TWIG and a proud sponsor  
of the 2019 Historic Alexandria Homes Tour.


